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Rivers Day celebration presents history of Columbia River fish, global water crisis and plight of the Sinixt

by Jan McMurray
BC Rivers Day was celebrated in
the Slocan Valley with an educational
community event and delicious
salmon luncheon at Appledale Hall
on September 25. The event was
funded by CBT and the RDCK (Area
H) and was organized by the Perry
Ridge Water Users Association.
Speakers were Dr. Don McPhail,
who gave a history of the fish of the
Columbia River system, and Dr.
Robert Sandford, who spoke about
the global water crisis. There was
also a video presentation about the
Sinixt, done by an archeology student
at Hamilton College.
Dr. McPhail’s history of the
Columbia River, which is one of the
oldest rivers in the world (at least
12 million years old), began with a
description of two very important
events: the capture of the Snake River
and glaciation.
About two million years ago, the
drainage changed so that the ancient
Idaho Lake began draining into
Snake River, which is a tributary of
the Columbia. This gave the many
fish in Idaho Lake the opportunity to
travel into the Columbia system, and
fish biologists believe that many new
fish entered the system at this time.
About 20,000 years ago, two ice
sheets pushed south and covered the
Canadian portion of the Columbia,
wiping it clean of fish. McPhail
said knowledge of the fish in the
Columbia before the ice sheets is
limited, but some species still exist
from the pre-glacial era. The white
sturgeon, for example, has been here
for 4.5 million years.
McPhail said that after the ice,
57% of the fish in the Columbia were
native and 43% were alien. Most fish
biologists believe that when there are
more than 10% alien species present,
the native species are “in trouble.”
McPhail said the number of species
that are found only in the Columbia
system and nowhere else in the world
is striking.
He said the coming of man had

very little impact on the fish of the
Columbia system until the Europeans
arrived, and then things changed
rapidly with the clearing of land,
dredging, dams, pollution, agriculture
and the introduction of non-native
fish they brought with them. “The net
result for the Columbia of the arrival
of the Europeans was an erosion of
the native fish population,” he said.
Chinook salmon, now extinct,
used to bring a lot of phosphorous and
nitrogen from the ocean, pumping a
huge amount of fertilizer into the
Columbia system. “When that was
shut off by the Grand Coulee Dam,
it had an enormous impact on fish,”
said McPhail. “As far as I know, no
one has studied the long-term effects
of this.”
McPhail said it was inevitable
that the white sturgeon will die out, as
there is no evidence of reproduction
in the Columbia system. “These
guys easily live 100 years, so they
can hang on a long time, but there is
just no place for them to reproduce
anymore,” he said.
He said even the salmon
[kokanee] in the Columbia are not
self-sustaining. “If you pull the plug
and shut down the hatcheries, they
will be gone quickly,” he said. “They
are on life support.”
On a more optimistic note, he
said that the Columbia River has
more sculpins than anywhere in the
world. These very small fish are
important to biodiversity, he said.
He believes that the slimy sculpin is
found only above the falls at Koch
Creek in Slocan River. McPhail
feels it is important to keep an eye
on the sculpins, as most government
and other agencies are interested
in big fish only, “but small fish are
an important part of any aquatic
system,” he said.
Next up was a talk by Dr. Robert
Sandford, Chair of the UN Water
for Life Decade (2005-2015). He
reminded that earlier civilizations
died out because they could not
manage water and populations.

He said that today, three to six
times the water that exists at any
time in the world’s rivers is stored
behind dams, and our demand for
energy continues to grow. By 2050,
he said the world population is likely
to grow to 10 billion, and we will
need the equivalent of 100 Colorado
Rivers for agriculture. “So the picture
is growing demand, matched up
with shrinking supplies. The result
is intensifying scarcity, urging us to
respond now to this global trend.”
Contributing to the scarcity of
water is widespread contamination
that makes water unfit for human
consumption, and deforestation,
because forests generate, capture,
purify and release water.
“We now understand that nature
needs water in its own right so it can
provide it to us. But 40% of humanity
is competing directly with nature for
water,” he said. “If you give nature
the water it needs, that water will

have to come from agriculture, so
people may starve. If you give it to
agriculture, nature can’t sustain the
earth.”
On top of this, he said, we have
climate change, and water plays a
central role in the weather system.
“To achieve any meaningful level
of sustainability, we have to deal with
our relationship with water – this is
key,” he said. “We can choose to
carry on as we have or, while we still
have time, act on a new narrative.
We have barely a generation to make
such a transition.”
Sandford concluded with three
things we can do to start turning
this around. First, he said, we must
see nature as our primary partner.
“Sooner or later fish have to be at,
not just on, the table. Everyone must
have equal rights to water.”
Second, we must protect our
forests. “Deforestation of the upper
reaches of watersheds cause climate

change over time. Deforestation can
accelerate desertification. Forests
create their own rain. When forests
are cut down, rainfall declines.
Forests absorb rain and allow rain to
be soaked into the ground.”
Third, we must have political will
and leadership. “It is not a crisis of
supply, it is a crisis of governments.
We lack policies to stop us from
chipping away at our resources until
they are depleted. We need to begin
cultivating that leadership now.”
The final presentation of the
day was the first public screening
of A journey upstream; the past and
presence of an extinct people, a video
about the Sinixt people. The video is
the main part of a thesis project by a
student of Dr. Nathan Goodale’s at
Hamilton College. Dr. Goodale has
been conducting an archaeological
field school at the Slocan Narrows
pithouse near Lemon Creek since
2009.

The grand finale of BC Rivers Day was a chance to ride in a sturgeon-nosed canoe in Slocan River. Harry Wong, grandson of Alexander Christian, who
was the last Sinixt man to live at the confluence of the Columbia and Kootenay Rivers (now Brilliant), had the canoe commissioned by Paul Montgomery
of Seattle. Wong, who lives in Seattle, takes the canoe all over as a “good will tool” to help with the recognition of the Sinixt as a band in Canada.
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Slocan Park residents bring their concerns to open house on proposed gravel pit
by Jan McMurray
Slocan Park residents continue
to have serious concerns about the
proposed Koorbatoff gravel pit in their
neighbourhood. Fifty people came out
to the open house on the proposal, held
September 27 at Slocan Park Hall. The
proponent was required to hold the open
house because many concerns about
the proposal have already been brought
forward by the public.
Quite a few people were there to
answer questions: Lloyd Bell, Inspector
of Mines, southeast region; Jennifer
Sabbean and several others from Sitkum
Consulting, hired by the proponent to
prepare the application for the mining
permit; and Meeri Durand, senior
planner at the RDCK.
Residents are concerned about
water, noise, dust, industrial traffic on
residential roads, and the potential for
landslides. Perhaps the biggest concern
is around the monitoring of the operation.
“Who will be making sure the proponent
is following the rules?” asked one
resident.
Bell, who will be making the
decision on the application, told the
Valley Voice that the decision on this
particular permit is “huge.” He said he
would “eventually get to the file and
go through everything. There’s reams
of stuff already, and more comments
coming in tonight.”
He said that based on everything
in the file, his decision could be “no
mine, a permitted mine, or something in
between. The permit can say an awful
lot – we can put special conditions on it.”
When asked what residents should
do if the operators are not following the
conditions laid out in the permit, Bell
said they should contact him. He said
they encourage residents to contact the
mine operator to try to work things out,

Smokey Creek Salvage
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3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

but Bell is there to handle complaints
about mining issues.
Bell works out of Cranbrook, the
nearest Ministry of Mines office, and
has a very small staff. He said they try to
get out on random inspections, and will
come out to investigate in response to a
complaint if necessary.
A resident from Glade attended the
meeting and shared his frustration with
ongoing issues of non-compliance at a
gravel pit in his community. Bell said he
was aware of the situation and assured
that they were “moving forward on the
Glade pit.”
One Slocan Park resident pointed out
that once the damage is done, particularly
if it’s environmental, it is not very
comforting to know that complaints can
be made and an inspector will come after
the fact. “I hear you – that’s why things
have to be worked into the permit,” said
Bell. He said that for example, he could
include in the permit a requirement for
the proponent to monitor certain things
and to regularly report on this monitoring
to Bell. This response did not satisfy the
resident, who indicated he does not have
much faith in industry monitoring itself.
RDCK planner Meeri Durand
explained that the regional Soil Removal
and Deposit Permit Bylaw would be
amended early in the new year to
include Area H. If the bylaw amendment
goes through before the mining permit
is issued for the Koorbatoff Pit, the
proponent will have to apply to the
RDCK for a permit. However, the bylaw
only allows the RDCK to address such
community concerns as noise, dust, and
hours of operation. Durand said that land
use planning is the most powerful tool
available to local governments when it
comes to gravel pits. “For example, if
Area H South had an OCP, we could
deny the re-zoning,” she said.
Water is a concern because Radcliffe
Creek runs across the northern half of
the property. A 15-metre buffer zone on
either side of Radcliffe Creek is required
by the Kootenay Boundary Higher Level
Plan. Sabbean of Sitkum explained that
the Koorbatoff operation would maintain

a 30-metre buffer on the operating side,
where no work would occur, and a
75-metre water management area.
Sabbean explained that if surface
water runoff is encountered while
excavating in the management area, the
mine operator must ensure that natural
drainage patterns are maintained. She
said this is typically done through the
use of settling ponds, dry wells, retention
basins, or ditches and trenches.
Because the 75-metre management
area is on the alluvial fan, some feel
that it should be added to the ‘no work’

buffer zone.
The pit is accessed from the highway
via Storbo Road, Hart Road, and a gated
road off Hart. Trucks leaving the site will
take the northern exit off Storbo Road
to enter Highway 6. One woman at the
meeting pointed out that the school bus
stop is located at this same corner of
Storbo and the highway. Bell said that
a possible solution here would be to
disallow truck traffic to and from the
mine for a period of time around the
morning and afternoon bus times.
The production plan states that the

pit would be in operation only as supply
demands during the dry season (mid
March to end of November), from 7 am
to 6 pm Monday to Saturday. Crushing
operations would be restricted to 8-12
weeks per year as much as possible.
Noise output will be a consideration
when choosing equipment for the
operation, and all contractors will be
trained on the procedures of the Noise,
Dust, Transportation, Mining, Production
and Reclamation Plans. Sabbean said the
plans were based on best management
practices.

by Timothy Schafer
Two men who were stopped earlier
Saturday for suspected impaired driving
north of Nakusp are now fighting
for their lives in critical condition in
Vancouver General Hospital.
A 38-year-old man from Trail and
a 25-year-old Revelstoke man – the
suspected driver of the vehicle – were
involved in the single vehicle collision
four kilometres north of Nakusp.
RCMP investigators believed that
alcohol was a factor in the collision and
the driver may not have been wearing a
seatbelt. A grey Ford F350 pickup truck
containing the two men was found in
the ditch around 5:30 am on Saturday
by a passerby.
“When he took a closer look at
the vehicle, he found two males at the
vehicle,” said Constable Mark Macaulay
of the Nakusp Detachment. “Both

appeared to be suffering from serious
injuries.”
The suspected driver in the collision,
the 25-year-old male, was stopped
approximately seven hours earlier by
RCMP at which time he was investigated
for impaired driving.
As a result of this investigation, the
man was issued a 90-day Immediate
Roadside Prohibition and the vehicle
which he was operating was towed and
impounded for 30 days.
“The driver later obtained a different
vehicle than the impounded vehicle
when the collision occurred,” said
Constable Macaulay.
RCMP attended the scene along with
personnel from the British Columbia
Ambulance Service and the Nakusp
Volunteer Fire Department.
The two men involved in the
collision were immediately rushed to

the Arrow Lakes Hospital. Due to the
seriousness of their condition, they were
in turn transported by Air Ambulance to
Vancouver General Hospital where they
remain in critical condition.
The names of the two men are not
being released at this time until next of
kin have been notified. The man from
Revelstoke had been working in the
Nakusp area while the second subject
from Trail was visiting the area.
The investigation into this crash is
continuing, including an examination
by the RCMP collision analyst, and
criminal charges are pending against
the driver.
RCMP are seeking the public’s
assistance. If anyone witnessed the
collision or has information regarding
this incident, please contact Constable
Mark Macaulay at the Nakusp RCMP
Detachment, at (250) 265-3677.

submitted
A Basin-wide effort to raise
awareness and understanding of the
Columbia River Treaty (CRT) is being
launched by the Columbia Basin Trust
(CBT), in partnership with the CRT
Local Governments’ Committee.
Starting this month, CBT and local
government partners will host a series
of information sessions to help Basin
residents learn about the past and think
about the future.
“These information sessions will
help people who live in the Canadian
portion of the Columbia Basin better
understand what the CRT is, how it
works and what considerations exist

for the future,” said Neil Muth, CBT
President and CEO.
The CRT is an international
agreement between Canada and the
United States to coordinate flood control
and optimize hydroelectric power
generation on both sides of the border.
Under the 1964 treaty, three dams
were constructed in Canada –Mica,
Duncan and Hugh Keenleyside. A fourth
dam, Libby, was constructed in Montana.
The year 2024 is the earliest date
either Canada or the US may unilaterally
terminate the current treaty, provided a
minimum of 10 years’ notice is given in
2014. While no decision has been made
by either Canada or the US on the future

of the current treaty, given the importance
of the issues, and the approaching date of
2014, both countries are now conducting
studies and exploring future options for
the CRT.
“Our primary role with respect to the
CRT is to act as an information resource
for Basin residents,” said Muth, adding
that CBT does not make decisions with
respect to the CRT. “Consultation on the
CRT is a Provincial responsibility.”
These community information
sessions, as well as four online
information sessions, videos, documents
and other resources prepared by CBT
will help residents learn more about the
CRT. Visit www.cbt.org/crt.

by Jan McMurray
The general manager of Springer
Creek Forest Products, Ralph Tomlin,
was surprised to see an ad in the
September 21 issue of the Valley
Voice, inviting people to a meeting
“to encourage public discussion of the
economic circumstances that will prevail
if the Mill closes permanently.”
The meeting took place on
September 25 at the Legion hall and was
organized by Slocan Holdings Ltd., the
company that is building a condominium
development on the old hotel property in
Slocan. Ray Caouette, owner of Slocan
Holdings, conducted the meeting.
Tomlin says he has hardly ever
spoken to Caouette, and assured that
Springer Creek has every intention to
re-open the mill when market conditions
are favourable.
Although the mill has been shut
down since May, the company carried
on with some logging, which wrapped

up a couple of weeks ago. “However,
our woodlands staff are still here and
constantly monitoring the situation so if
any opportunities arise, we can respond
accordingly. It should be noted that we
have a substantial amount of approved
cutting permits and could start logging
at any time,” he said.
This is the second time in recent
years that the mill has shut down
temporarily. Last time, it was shut down
from March 2009 to June 2010.
Tomlin explained that as a
dimension lumber sawmill, Springer
Creek is directly impacted by the housing
markets in the US. “Even though we
don’t actually sell much product into
the American market, worldwide prices
are still determined based on what is
happening in the US,” he said. “The
market took an extreme downturn in
the fall of 2008, which triggered our first
shutdown.”
A brief period in the spring of

2010 that appeared to be the start of a
recovery prompted the company to reopen the mill in June 2010, said Tomlin.
However, the recovery was short lived,
and a downward decline began almost
immediately after the mill re-opened.
“Over the next few months, we tried
several things to try and keep the plant
running, but ultimately our input costs
simply continued to be higher than any
return we could get,” he said.
The hog fuel market is another big
factor affecting the company’s ability to
operate. In the spring, Springer Creek
lost its market and has not been able to
find another buyer for the sawdust and
bark waste from the mill.
Tomlin reported that the log salvage
operation, which moved from Rosebery
to Slocan a few months ago, is currently
under review. “The economics are not
really working out and we are reviewing
whether or not the salvage operation will
continue,” he said.
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Springer Creek Forest Products responds to rumours of permanent closure
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Industry to take on responsibility for recycling packaging
by Timothy Schafer
For a society drowning under
a deluge of packaging and printed
material, help is on the way.
With the Province announcing
this year it will require industry and
manufacturing to become responsible
by 2014 for the materials they produce
in packaging their goods, the first step in
that journey begins October 14 (10 am
to 12 pm) in Nelson.
Municipal governments and the
public will have a chance to give
their feedback and hear what the
large producers – like grocery stores,
newspapers and retail stores – will be

doing to deal with their products and
packaging when they have reached
their “end of life” and have become a
community problem.
Chaired by the Ministry of
Environment, the meeting will inform
people on what the program will look
like, the intent behind it and answer
questions about how it could look,
as well as gathering feedback from
stakeholders.
The new regulation was a necessary
move to help wean industry off of its
penchant to over-package its goods, said
RDCK Resource Recovery Manager
Mike Morrison.

As long as it was government
managing the Product Stewardship
Program (recycling) there was no
incentive for industry to change the
forms of packaging, he said.
“If industry is forced to bear the cost
for end-of-life management, it does, in
theory, stimulate redesign of packaging
and using more recyclable materials,”
he said. “And it will create a market for
these recycled materials.”
The producers will eventually be
required to come up with a plan for endof-life management of those materials,
Morrison explained.
The hundreds of thousands the

by Jan McMurray
Local governments voted in favour
of a moratorium on the installation
of smart meters at the Union of BC
Municipalities convention on September
30, despite a strongly worded message
from Minister of Energy and Mines Rich
Coleman earlier in the week. Coleman
addressed the convention on September
27, saying that BC Hydro will go ahead
with the smart meter program no matter
what. “We have already made the
investment, we’ve already passed the
legislation in the Clean Energy Act. We
have invested $400 million so far and a
resolution [by the UBCM] is not going
to stop us,” he told local government
officials at the convention.
NDP Energy Critic John Horgan,
in a press release issued the day the
UBCM resolution was passed, said: “It

is time for the Liberals to stop thinking
they know what’s best and start listening
to the people they are supposed to be
working for. Let’s use the independent
review process we have in place at the
BC Utilities Commission to take a look
at all the unanswered questions about
smart meters.”
The Citizens for Safe Technology,
the grassroots organization that has been
lobbying local governments to ask for a
moratorium on the smart meter program,
points out in a press release that this is
not the first time the Liberals have tried to
force something on British Columbians
without consent or due process. “The
dust has hardly even begun to settle from
the HST fiasco,” states the press release.
The UBCM resolution, introduced
by the City of Colwood, states: “Whereas
significant and serious health, privacy

and other concerns have been identified
regarding the installation of wireless
smart meters in British Columbia; and
whereas BC Hydro is proceeding with
its program to install wireless smart
meters in British Columbia although
it recognizes there is active discussion
and ongoing research into the possible
health and environmental effects related
to radio frequency signals and it is aware
the World Health Organization has called
for further investigation on this matter in
its press release issued on May 31, 2011;
therefore be it resolved that a moratorium
be placed on the mandatory installation
of wireless smart meters until the major
issues and problems identified regarding
wireless smart meters are independently
assessed and acceptable alternatives can
be made available at no added cost to
the consumer.”

by Jan McMurray
On Saturday, September 24, local
citizens discovered that Sandon Creek
had run dry, and they observed dead fish
in the dry creekbed.

They contacted Craig Pettitt of the
Valhalla Wilderness Society, who went
up to Sandon to check it out. On Sunday,
he went up to the dams on Sandon and
White Creeks that divert water to the

Silversmith hydroelectric plant. What
he saw was 100% of the water from the
creeks being diverted, and dry creekbeds
below the dams.
Pettitt notified the provincial
Ministry of Environment and the federal
Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
On Thursday, September 29, a
provincial government spokesperson
replied to a query on this from the Valley
Voice: “What I can tell you at this stage
is that staff from the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations
confirm the licensee has a permit to
divert water from Sandon and White
Creeks and that they were likely within
their allowable limits. Staff continue
to investigate the possible cause of the
dry creek.”
Hal Wright, manager, Silversmith
Power & Light Corporation, explained
that the short section of Sandon Creek
between the powerhouse bridge and
the point where it drains into Carpenter
Creek often dries up when we experience
a dry autumn. “This occurs naturally,”
he said. “This is the only part of Sandon
Creek which is flat enough for fish to
exist. Sadly, the odd fish does not return
to Carpenter Creek when this section of
creek dries up.”
However, some people who have
lived in Sandon in the past said that they
have never seen this section of Sandon
Creek run dry.
Wright reported that following
the recent complaints, authorities
checked the water flows on the creeks
and confirmed that the power plant is
drawing less than half of its licenced
allowance.
Wright said he hoped people would
not choose to blame the historic power
plant for this “normal occurrence.”

Local governments vote for moratorium on smart meters
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Dead fish found in dry creekbed in Sandon

photo credit: craig pettitt

Dead fish were discovered in the dried-up Sandon creekbed on September 24.

This photo shows Sandon Creek running above Silversmith Power’s diversion dam and the dry creekbed below.

Regional District spends each year on
recycling will be eliminated with the
introduction of the program in 2014,
with the cost associated with collection
and processing of packaging and printed
materials borne by industry.
However, that cost will likely be
passed back on to the consumer. But not
everyone, said Morrison.
“Right now everyone pays through
their taxes for these [recycling] programs.
The new system is consistent with user
pay where, if you use the goods, you’ll
pay for the cost to dispose of it,” he said.
Rural areas are not expected to suffer
in the shuffle, either. The provincial
recycling regulation maintains that
reasonable access be provided to
everyone in the province. That has
been the biggest challenge to any of the
provincial product stewardship practices,
said Morrison.
“At the RDCK there are tremendous
challenges to ensure product stewardship
programs are available in the smaller
communities and rural areas,” he said.
Although there are areas that are
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under serviced, he admitted, they all have
an established measure of service with a
recycling depot.
“Our expectation would be an
industry-led program would maintain
depots in those locations,” he said. “One
commitment [industry] made … is that
in the communities that have curbside
pickup they would continue to receive
curbside collection so there wouldn’t be
a dramatic drop in service.”
In places like Nelson, industry
would pick up the cost of blue bag
program but details still need to be
worked out.
The meeting is set for October 14
from 10 am to noon at the Best Western
Baker Street Inn (Kestrel Room) in
Nelson.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
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www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

FREE FLU
CLINICS
Get your free flu shot at:
Nakusp Seniors Centre
Nakusp
October 28, 2011 - DROP IN
9 am - 12 Noon & 1 pm - 3:30 pm

Edgewood Health Centre
Edgewood
November 9, 2011 - DROP IN
9 am - 12 Noon

Slocan Community Health Centre
New Denver
November 4, 2011 - DROP IN
9 am - 12 Noon & 1 pm - 3:30 pm

Fauquier Community Hall
Fauquier
November 9, 2011 - DROP IN
1 pm - 4 pm

Nakusp Health Unit
Nakusp
November 8, 2011 - BY APPT
Call 250-265-3608 to book appointment

Slocan Community Health Centre
New Denver
November 10, 2011 - BY APPT
Call 250-358-7911 to book appointment

Flu shots are safe, effective, and free for the following:
• People 65 years and older and their caregivers/houshold contacts
• Children and adults with chronic health conditions and their household contacts
• Health Care workers
• Emergency responders
• Healthy children age 6-23 months
• Household contacts and caregivers of infants age 0-23 months
• Pregnant women who will be in their third trimester during influenza season and
their houshold contacts
• Residents of nursing homes and other chronic care facilities
• People who work with live poultry and/or swine
• Aboriginal people
• Adults who are very obese
The flu (influenza) is highly contagious. Getting your flu shot protects you and those
around you – at home, school and work.
For more information contact your local public health office, call flu line
250-265-3608 or visit www.interiorhealth.ca

Questions about the flu? Call the flu line...

Kaslo & Area - 353-2291
Nakusp & Area- 265-3608
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Animal control
and property
taxation

To have property taxation for animal
control is unfair. The costs of animal
control should be paid fully by those that
create the problem.
Property taxes were originally
brought in for the purposes of protection
of property such as fire protection and
police protection. Because one owns
property does not mean that they can
afford services, unrelated to property,
that other residents want.
It may very well become a tyranny
when some people that never wanted
these kinds of expenditures will find
their homes or farms in a tax sale because
they won’t be able to afford the desires
of others.
Vote No for property taxation to
fund animal control in the Slocan Valley.
Ed Nixon
Perry Siding

Bears

Why do we live where all the
benefits of nature are at our door? Is
it a better choice for us than the city?
Do we expect that we can maintain
our beautiful village environments, so
attractive to tourists and many residents
alike, by killing every bear that comes to
town? I dare say that most of us find this
unacceptable: I find it sadistic because it
amounts to pre-meditated murder!
Knowledgable bylaws (like a fully
implemented Bear Smart Program),
enacted by our politicians, are required
for our safety. It will cost us some money
for our safety, but not to enact such a
bylaw is irresponsible. This is a winwin scenario. We must demand it of our
campaigning Village politicians!
Eric Faulks
Hills

I love where I live

I find it interesting when people
move to a small town and they live
here for a while, and then they want to
change it.

I live in Slocan City and when
I moved here, I knew it was a small
town. We have a great grocery store, our
convenient gas station, a handy Home
Hardware, the restaurant, our school and
much more.
What I love is that we have so many
talented people who are very creative
with their time.
I have lived in Slocan for five years
and when I moved here, I realized that
I would be driving for an hour to get
to town, but that’s the beauty of living
in a small town. I figure if you want all
the conveniences of life, then you better
move back to the city.
As a kid, I rode my bike to town,
which was an hour and a half ride. As
an adult, I ride my bike five minutes
and have all I need and want in Slocan.
That’s the beauty of a small town.
Barbie Horton
Slocan City

Area H Director
has not changed his
position on Sandon

I believe Sandon is a historical
treasure and I have been working
towards preserving this treasure by trying
to develop a Heritage Conservation Plan
for Sandon. I was able to get RDCK staff
support, our MLA’s support, and the
support from the Ministry responsible
for Heritage.
What I was unable to achieve
was to keep the local stakeholders
focused on preserving Sandon’s heritage.
The current history of Sandon kept
resurfacing to the point where it was no
longer possible to continue the process.
There are many issues that have to be
addressed and resolved or set aside
before we can continue the process. To
achieve this I need the cooperation of all
stakeholders and am working towards
that end. I have not given up on Sandon
and the development of a Heritage
Conservation Plan for Sandon is on the
RDCK Development Services schedule
for 2012.
Walter Popoff
RDCK Area H Director
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Peter’s bear
survey results

On Monday, September 19 I spent
four hours in front of the New Denver
Post Office to survey 100 residents about
the large bear presence in the village.
I gave participants a choice of two
solutions for dealing with bear activities.
Despite my own strong sentiments, I
sought the opinion of 100 residents,
not recording names but asking which
quadrant of town they lived in.
The question was: “When
destructive and dangerous bears enter
New Denver we should:
1. Adapt to their presence and
employ all possible means of Bear Smart
measures;
2. Remove bears from town with
expedience.”
Some people were angered by my
method and stalked off, refusing to
choose. Others said nothing makes any
difference, but 100 people took the time
to examine the question.
I was as diplomatic as possible and
did not press to make folks choose either
way if they were unsure.
The geographic representation of
answers was: Orchard 25; Central 22;
Denver East 28; and Denver North 25.
That seems a decent coverage.
The total response of all involved
was: Choice 1 (adapt to bears) 28
percent; and Choice 2 (remove bears)
54 percent.
You may dismiss this survey as
unscientific or even biased, but in fact it
is accurate, relevant and representative
of 100 random adult residents at the post
office on a sunny day.
I have submitted copies to the
Village of New Denver, the RDCK,
conservation officers, RCMP and our
MLA.
This information may play a role in
future measures.
Peter Roulston
New Denver

Bears in New
Denver

As I’ve pointed out before,
anyone that has been to a circus or
seen one on TV knows that bears
can be taught to ride bicycles. So
what are we to do if we see a bear
riding a bicycle around New Denver?
Not to worry, its probably just Peter
Roulston in a bear suit getting ready
for Halloween and his next survey.
Trick Or Treat!
Andrew Rhodes
New Denver
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Stand up for Kaslo

As the November 19 municipal
elections quickly approach, it is
timely to recount for you and your
readers, a tale of intimidation and
threatened retribution to those so
bold as to run for elected positions
in Kaslo.
Over the weekend of August
14, I had occasion to happen upon a
young Kaslo small businessperson,
whom I would consider bright,
articulate and a caring resident of
this village. The political nature of a
T-shirt I was wearing came up in the
conversation, and we launched into
a discussion about local politics and
the completely dysfunctional nature
of the current council (a point upon
which we heartily agreed!).
I made the suggestion that this
individual would make a fine and
electable candidate at the November
polls. His response was (which I
paraphrase in the interests of good
taste!) “I couldn’t, it would ruin my
business.” The conversation was
circuitous after that, but the same
point came up over and over again.
Clearly, thinking individuals with
any good business sense, who take
public positions on publicly sensitive
issues, have been intimidated as
individuals, have felt the wrath of
retribution in their businesses, and
have backed away from any activism
in local politics. There are examples
of it, and I know of it personally.
Shame on those members
of the vocal minority, who have
intimidation and retribution down
to a polished art.
“It starts here,” the front of my
T-shirt reads, and it features a large
“x” below. The back side reads,
“November 19, vote for change in
Kaslo”.
It is expected at least three of the
five incumbent council members will
seek re-election. Assuredly, a wave
of change IS coming, and it includes
standing up to the vocal minority
November 19. Stand up for Kaslo,
and stand up with your candidacy.
Jim Yount
Kaslo

Bellevue view should
be permanently ensured

I am writing in regards to the article
on page 11 of the September 21 issue:
‘Bellevue restoration work in New
Denver set for this fall.’
All the Village needs to do is clean
up the mess and maybe throw some

‘reclamation mix’ on the slope, or
let it reclaim or revegetate itself. It is
nonsensical for the Village to make this
big a deal out of its objections, as far as I
can tell, to residents on Bellevue having a
decent and permanent wide open view of
the lake and mountains. The view should
instead be permanently ensured by the
Village, with volunteer help if offered
by the residents. I do not know who
vandalized the trees but I know there was
an open view there in the 1980s and the
Village has allowed the patch of weedy
trees to block this portion of it. There are
other such patches on Bellevue. When
we have visitors new to New Denver
they usually ask why “people can’t see
the view” (except from the shore itself
or from a short stretch of bank above it
on Bellevue).
The Village has in my opinion
opportunistically tacked this ‘restoration’
on to an unrelated project bordering the
Kohan Reflection Garden (KRG) so
as to legitimize it using the fancy stuff
appearing in the Ecosystem Restoration
Plan (ERP). It is not a ‘Secure the Shore’
issue – the KRG project has better claim
to that designation, but it’s another clue
as to the afterthought nature of the
Bellevue inclusion. The slope is not
unstable, it is above the HWM, it doesn’t
need a precise ecosystem designation
and minutely-planned restoration to
same (especially in the context of
100 plus years of human settlement
activity), etc. “True” restoration would
see such above-HWM gravelly/bouldery
banks ecosystem(s) resembling those
of unsettled lake edges elsewhere
(along with the vast quantity of fuel
awaiting ignition) and with minimal to
nil viewscapes.
I wrote a detailed letter to the Village
September 8 on this issue with a series
of notes critiquing the ERP (including its
mention of “social unrest”), in which I
also pointed out that the Mori Trail – an
amenity and attraction for residents and
visitors alike – situated at the base of
the slope is urgently in need of repair
and upgrade there as well as elsewhere.
The closure of a section of the Mori Trail
for months last year during the height of
the tourist season and into the beginning
of this one due to the “vandalism” was
churlish and silly particularly in the
context of its then overall condition and
its now current worse one in several
sections. The Village in its reply wrote
back: “Thank you for taking the time to
voice your concerns and bring them to
our attention.”
Stephen L. Phillips
New Denver
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New Denver council, September 27: Bears and Bellevue Street
by Dan Nicholson
• Council received
communication from Peter Roulston,
suggesting that the village purchase
a bear trap. Mr. Roulston cited a
recent invasion of the village by
numerous bears and noted damage to
both public and private property. He
was of the opinion that emergency
measures need to be undertaken.
Councillor Campbell mentioned
that Bears were a provincial
responsibility. Councillor Murphy
suggested that, in light of the
unusually high bear presence in the
village this year, a letter be sent to the
provincial government, expressing
council’s concern. He also asked that
staff communicate council’s action to
Mr. Roulston.
• A petition was received to
“Save the View on Bellevue.”
The petition advocates stopping

the restoration work planned for
Bellevue’s lakeside frontage. The
work is being undertaken in order
to stabilize the bank in the wake of
the vandalism of a number of trees.
Councillor Campbell noted that
a number of the signatories weren’t
from the village.
Mayor Wright said that council
was taking a moderate approach, that
council was committed to replacing
the vandalized trees and that the
viewscape was preserved under the
ecosystem restoration plan. “There’s
been lots of public consultation
on Bellevue Street. It belongs to
everyone in town. Some people like
to see trees.”
• A request from Dougall
Greenan to limb some trees on
village property was received. The
village policy is to limb trees to the
15-foot mark, but no higher.

Councillor Murphy felt that Mr.
Greenan had a point, since he had
examined the trees in question and
felt that some of them did impede Mr.
Greenan’s viewscape. In view of the
fact that Mr. Greenan offered to pay
for the work, Murphy asked that the
policy be reviewed and that staff be
directed to make a recommendation.
• A request was received Francis
Roy of Sanderella to expand seating
at their gallery and coffeeshop by
building a deck with 3 to 4 picnic
tables on the adjacent Josephine
Street.
It was noted that there were water
lines under the area proposed for the
deck, though council had no problem
in principle, as long as the deck was
a temporary structure. “That corner
is a place where we pile snow in the
winter,” said Mayor Wright. “So
they’d have to be prepared to move

submitted
Have you ever been to a Planting
Party? You are invited to join the
Secure the Shore Restoration Project
in planting native species below
Bellevue Avenue.
Secure the Shore is a project
of the Slocan Lake Garden Society
in partnership with the Village
of New Denver, with planting
materials funded by the Fish and
Wildlife Compensation Program.
The planting dates are October 7
and 8, Friday at noon and Saturday
at 11 am.
Caitlin Perry, project manager,
and community volunteers will
help in amending the soil, digging,
planting and seeding.
This is a great opportunity to
learn more about the native plants
that grow in our beautiful lake
ecosystem. You may even be tempted
to try them in your own gardens.

Gardening with native plants is all
the green buzz; native species require
little or no watering, attract and
provide habitat for native birds, bees
and butterflies and are economical,
requiring minimal maintenance.
Because native plants have
evolved with their bio-climatic
region, they are adapted to local
pests, eliminating the need for
pesticides and herbicides.
The flowering shrubs, such as
mock orange, snow berry, Nootka
rose and ocean spray, that Secure the
Shore volunteers will be planting are
important for providing pollinators
like bees with food. Living in this
Slocan Valley paradise surrounded
by wilderness, it can be easy to
forget about some of the world’s
ecological tragedies. For example,
due to the collapse of bee colonies,
farm workers have to hand-pollinate
entire crops of fruit trees in China

and elsewhere.
While we can’t always prevent
areas from being degraded or
damaged, we can work together to
help restore them. Indeed, working
with the natural landscape and using
native plants is one way to ensure
that pollinators and birds will stay
and help us in our gardens, farms
and kitchens.
Even if gardening and native
plants are not your passion, you are
most welcome to join the fun. Wild
land Restoration could just be the
next spectator sport! There will be
refreshments and information on
site; child care can be arranged with
advance notice. Everyone will have
an opportunity (no planting required)
to adopt a plant and dedicate it to
someone special.
For more information or to
volunteer, please contact Caitlin
358-7107, litibou@gmail.com.

submitted
A Basin-wide effort to raise
awareness and understanding of the
Columbia River Treaty (CRT) is being
launched by the Columbia Basin Trust
(CBT), in partnership with the CRT
Local Governments’ Committee.
Starting this month, CBT and
local government partners will host a
series of information sessions to help
Basin residents learn about the past
and think about the future.
“These information sessions will
help people who live in the Canadian
portion of the Columbia Basin better
understand what the CRT is, how it
works and what considerations exist
for the future,” said Neil Muth, CBT
President and CEO.

The CRT is an international
agreement between Canada and the
United States to coordinate flood
control and optimize hydroelectric
power generation on both sides of
the border.
Under the 1964 treaty, three dams
were constructed in Canada –Mica,
Duncan and Hugh Keenleyside. A
fourth dam, Libby, was constructed
in Montana.
The year 2024 is the earliest
date either Canada or the US may
unilaterally terminate the current
treaty, provided a minimum of 10
years’ notice is given in 2014.
While no decision has been made
by either Canada or the US on the
future of the current treaty, given

the importance of the issues, and
the approaching date of 2014, both
countries are now conducting studies
and exploring future options for the
CRT.
“Our primary role with respect
to the CRT is to act as an information
resource for Basin residents,” said
Muth, adding that CBT does not
make decisions with respect to the
CRT. “Consultation on the CRT is a
Provincial responsibility.”
These community information
sessions, as well as four online
information sessions, videos,
documents and other resources
prepared by CBT will help residents
learn more about the CRT.
Visit www.cbt.org/crt.

by Jan McMurray
Work to stabilize the slope on
Highway 31A near Retallack, where
the road washed out on May 23 this
year, is now complete.
On May 23, the road washed out
after a landslide blocked the Kaslo
River, causing the river to flow
along Highway 31A. Damage to the
highway was repaired earlier this
year, and the shoulders were given
a temporary repair job.

Because a geotechnical
investigation identified a high
likelihood of a much bigger slide
at this same spot when the weather
turns wet and cool, some of the bank
was recently removed to prevent
future slides.
A Ministry of Transportation
spokesperson explained that this
proactive work was undertaken
with the cooperation of the federal
Department of Fisheries and

Oceans and the provincial Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations. She said an
environmental monitor was on-site
through the duration of the major
works.
“Last week, the final steps were
taken to conclude this project;
the temporary shoulder repairs
were permanently repaired with
appropriate gravels and pavement,”
she reported.

Planting party to take place in New Denver, October 7 & 8

CBT launches effort to raise awareness of Columbia River Treaty

Rehabilitation work completed on Hwy 31A

anything that they put up in the fall.
Council decided to offer the
Roys the option of building a
temporary deck - working with staff
to see that everything is in order - or
simply setting up their picnic tables
on the boulevard, after applying for
a license to occupy municipal road
allowance.
• Council granted the request of
the Slocan Early Learning Society
to close 6th Avenue between Kildare
and Josephine for their annual
Toddle-A-Thon, Thursday, October
20, 2011 from 10:30 to 11:30 am.
• Council granted the request
of Katrina Sumrall to have the
village crew dig eight holes on the
school grounds for a tree-planting
ceremony, October 6.
• A letter from the Beaton Arm
Crossing Association asking for
support was received with no action
taken.
• It was noted that Danika
Hammond had been appointed to the
Board of Recreation Commission #6.
• The Village of New Denver
Tax Exemption bylaw received
three readings. Councillor Campbell
questioned the ongoing exemption

5

for Turner Memorial United Church.
“The building is no longer being
used for the worship of God, why
is it exempt?” Council directed staff
to make inquiries with the United
Church of Canada, to determine their
intent for the building.
• During the Mayor’s verbal
report, he noted that the deadline
for notice of the renegotiation of the
Columbia River Treaty was coming
in 2014. There will be an information
session in New Denver, February 21.
• Councillors Bunka and
Greensword were attending UBCM.
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It’s the end of an era in Slocan
Valley recreation...
The public is invited to come to
thank Craig Lawrence, the retiring
Rec Guy at the Slocan Park Hall
on Friday, October 21 between
3:30 and 7 pm.
Presentations and open mic at 4:00
Snacks and Music
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Silverton council, September 20: Interface fire protection project in the works
By Jan McMurray
• Acting Mayor Leah Main reported
on a meeting with SIFCo (Slocan
Integral Forestry Co-op) reps Stephan
Martineau and Lisa Farr regarding
interface fire preparedness around
Silverton. SIFCo was awarded a contract
to do the planning for fuel reduction
work in and around Silverton through
the RDCK project managed by BA
Blackwell and Associates. Now, the
Village, Area H and SIFCo will partner
to try to get funding for the work that
needs to be done on the ground. Council

will review the application before it is
submitted – the deadline is October 14.
• Acting Mayor Main reported that
she and Councillor Barber had met
with Ralf Waters of WSA Engineering
regarding the geothermal study and the
report on the structural condition of the
Silverton Gallery.
“The geothermal study lets us know
what is possible,” said Main. “It will
be referred to as grant money becomes
available. It’s a starter document, but
answered lots of questions for us – what
can be heated by geothermal and some

The New DenverSilverton Lake
Trail Society
will hold its 2nd
Annual General
Meeting
Saturday, October 15
at the Silverton Gallery
3:00 pm

sense of the costs, which are huge, so we
will need grants.”
WSA has submitted the final report,
but council members had not had time to
look at it. It will be brought back to the
next meeting.
• Main reported that Mayor Everett
sent in an email to say he would be
extending his leave of absence until
the end of the term in November, and
thanking the acting mayor and staff for
doing a great job in his absence. Main is
acting mayor until the end of September,
and Councillor Johnson will be acting
mayor for October and November.
• Councillor Barber reported that
UBC students came to Silverton this
past summer to look at a community
septic system for the village as part
of their course work. Barber said the
community system would not be for
everyone in Silverton, but might be
appropriate for some – for example,
some lots in Silverton are not big
enough for a septic system. The idea for
the study was Public Works Foreman
Leonard Casley’s. Barber reported that
the students enjoyed doing the study and
enjoyed the summer in Silverton. Their
final report is expected December 2.
Barber also reported that the gallery
has a grant to re-do the floor, and the
project will be done after the Christmas
by the Lake event.
• Main reported that discussions are
ongoing between the RDCK and the six
small municipalities, including Silverton,
that are part of the RDCK building
inspection service. The RDCK would
like to see all six municipalities using
the RDCK building bylaw rather than
their own municipal building bylaws.
The issue is expected to be resolved in
the new year.
• Councillor Johnson reported
that he was very appreciative of local
Ministry of Transportation Manager
Bruce Lintott, who “went out of his way
to do a lot for Silverton.” There are now
shoulders on the highway between New
Denver and Silverton.
That morning, Johnson had attended

a meeting at MLA Katrine Conroy’s
office with Director Popoff and Slocan
Lake Power Improvement Association
reps to discuss extending hydro service
between Silverton and Slocan. Johnson
said it was a very good meeting and “it
looks like it’s feasible.” Councillor Bell
and Director Popoff will be discussing
the concept with the Minister of Energy
and Mines at the UBCM convention.
• Council voted to amend the
Council Remuneration Bylaw to increase
councillors’ stipends from $1,200 to
$1,600 per year, starting next year with
the new council. Councillor Barber was
opposed.
This figure was arrived at by
taking the average cost per resident
of councillors’ stipends of nine other
municipalities with populations of
less than 1,000 and multiplying it by
Silverton’s population of 185. The
average cost per resident in the other
small municipalities was $8.55.
Councillor Barber said he has a
problem with councillors voting for a
30% increase for other councillors, and
that most people in the workforce receive
a 1-2% increase per year. Councillor
Bell pointed out that most workers’
salaries are reviewed on a more regular
basis than are Silverton councillors’
stipends. Acting Mayor Main noted that
councillors vote on this issue because
that’s the way the law is written.
The amended bylaw will be drafted
for next meeting.
• Council agreed to campground
contractor Maureen Thompson’s request
to renew her contract for next year.
This is usually done in the spring, but
Thompson wanted to know now so that
she can better plan for it.
• Councillor Bell reported that new
Ministry of Environment regulations
give the responsibility of recycling to
producers, so eventually, the RDCK will
not be providing this service.
• Bell reported that a community
directory has been completed by the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission and will be posted on www.

slocanvalley.com.
• A public meeting is being organized
about a new community foundation for
the Slocan Valley. The Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund will operate under the
umbrella of the Nelson-based Osprey
Foundation.
• Councillor Bell attended
a workshop about invasive aquatic
plants. She stressed the need for boat
washing stations, as these plants are
often introduced by boats. She reported
that Kootenay Lake has milfoil, whereas
Slocan Lake does not.
• Council received several pieces
of correspondence from provincial
organizations expressing opposition
to smart meters. Council will write a
letter asking for a moratorium on the
installation of the meters.
• The Village will provide a letter
of support to the Beaton Arm Crossing
Association out of Nakusp, which is
working on a route to Revelstoke that
would eliminate the ferry.
• A resident applied for a boulevard
improvement permit to install a stone
retaining wall. Council denied the
application, as the wall would create an
impediment for snowploughing.
• During public time, Ron Provan
said Silverton had very high taxation
per capita, and yet council voted to
increase the stipend for councillors.
He also said he feels the Village has
a large workforce. Councillor Main
responded, saying Silverton is the
smallest municipality in the province,
but it is still required to provide the same
services as any other municipality, and
staff is needed to provide these services.
She also pointed out that the cost of these
services to the taxpayer is offset by the
provincial Small Communities Grant,
which makes up the bulk of the budget.
Councillor Barber suggested that
people who think council is “not doing
a great job” may want to run in the
upcoming election.

Taking a step
into China

submitted
Where did you go on your first
trip abroad?
On Thursday, October 20
beginning at 7 pm at the Slocan
Park Hall, join Noam Ash as he
shares his first great adventure at A
Step Into China.
This local studio potter recently
spent four months in the northeast
section of China. One of his goals
was to access their rich and ancient
ceramic history.
Instead, he discovered an
aesthetically wondrous, if troubling
landscape characterized by rubble,
demolition and construction for as
far as the eye can see.
While visually fascinating, he
discovered that the landscape and
culture was largely unapproachable
to him.
Join Noam as he shares his
experiences and pictures from his
adventure.
Admission to this evening talk is
a donation to the Slocan Food Bank.
If planning to attend please give
Slocan Valley Recreation a call at
250-226-0008 so they can put a chair
out for you.
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Men & Women and Tools – Bridging the Divide
submitted
In trades and technical work,
when masculine assumptions and
feminist idea(l)s collide, the right
to bear tools becomes a focus for
conflict.
Men & Women and Tools –
Bridging the Divide is an exploration
of these strained and complex gender
relations, providing an historical and
cultural overview with a challenge to
find a resolution.
The play Men & Women and
Tools is the foundation of Marcia
Braundy’s new book. Both were
honed from an interview process
with trades and technical workers as
well as others.
They provoke an emotional
recognition of the resistance often
experienced by men and women as
they train or work together in trades

and technical settings.
The book Men & Women
and Tools – Bridging the Divide
deconstructs the lines of the play,
exploring those thoughts and ideas
put forth by men and women
speculating about the sources of
that resistance.
Braundy explores the question
“Where do they get these ideas?”
and the themes that arise, historically,
culturally and psychologically,
illustrating how they have become
embedded in our psyches and social
realities.
New knowledge is created in
the interplay of voices: narratives
of lived experience; a dataplay
of workers’ voices; research and
exposition in the literature; and what
emerges in the space between the
reader and the text.

Challenges emerge as the
underlying themes of resistance
are named: sexuality in all
its manifestations; the need
to be essential, to be in control,
to be competent, and to be the
breadwinner; understanding what it
means to have been socialized; and
the deep fear of change, particularly
on a personal level.
It becomes clear that the meaning
of tools in their lives is similar for
women and for men, and it puts
them in conflict. The book poses
the question: Is there a willingness
to find a resolution?
Michael Kimmel, from Stony
Brook University, one of the founders
of the Men and Masculinities
movement in the United States and
author of The Gendered Society
has said: “We know that class is

submitted
Elaine Ryan and Melissa Bandura
hit the Kootenays this October.
They will be playing October
13 at 8 pm at the BlueBelle Bistro
in Kaslo, October 14 at 8 pm at the
Red Room in Rossland and October
15 at 8 pm at the Silverton Gallery.
These two indie songsmiths from
Vancouver toured Canada as a duo
in June 2010, solidifying beautiful
vocal harmonies and complimenting
each other’s performances on violin
and guitar, and are now touring the
West Kootenay.
United, Melissa and Elaine
spread delicious harmonies over
tasty guitar and violin riffs for a sonic
treat that will satiate your soul. Their
songs combine both hard-fought and
whimsical lyrics, with bluegrass,
folk and pop melodies. Think Wailin’
Jenny’s, Iron & Wine and Ani
Difranco stirred together with a
humble Canadian twist. This duo is
garnering attention at a rapid clip.
Elaine has been turning heads in
Vancouver, since entering the Lilith

Local Talent Search with her song ‘A
Simple Love,’ and placing in the top
five out of over 250 entries.
Being short-listed into the top 20
for Shore 104 FM’s 2010 Summer
Song Search got her commercial
radio play and this May she had the
chance to share the stage with Patrick
Simmons of the Doobie Brothers.
Elaine has played at festivals in BC,

Austin, Montreal and Toronto.
Melissa has been working hard
and reaping recognition with several
songs that are frequently played on
national radio. She has performed
with celebrated Canadian poet
Shane Koyczan and played the
festival circuit including spots at
New Music West, In The House and
the Vancouver Jazz festival.

Elaine Ryan & Melissa Bandura showcase indie songwriting

Elaine Ryan &
Melissa Bandura
Folk Soul Duo - Violin,
Guitar, Harmonies
Oct 13 - BlueBelle Bistro,
Kaslo, 8 pm
Oct 15 - Silverton Gallery, 8 pm
www.elaineryan.ca, www.melissabandura.com

Fernwood Publishing, Jennie’s
Book Garden, the Rural Alternatives
Research and Training Society, and
the Vallican Whole Community
Centre invite you to the launch of Dr.
Marcia Braundy’s new book, Men
& Women and Tools – Bridging the
Divide on Sunday, October 23 at the
Vallican Whole, 3-5 pm.

Certified Electrical
Contractor
Fully Licenced &
Insured
office
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 505-6182
jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

THE
CORPORATION OF
THE VILLAGE OF
SLOCAN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
October 20, 2011 at 7:00 pm

Melissa Bandura and Elaine Ryan will be playing in Kaslo and Silverton this month.

Seniors Health Fair in the Slocan Valley
submitted
Area seniors are invited to the
Passmore Lodge for the Seniors
Information Health Fair on Friday,
October 14 from 10:30 am to 2:30
pm.
Organized by the Slocan Valley
Seniors Housing Society, the free
event promises to be a day devoted
to connecting seniors with the wide
range of services available to them
– and all with a local connection.
“There are always new seniors
moving into the area,” said JoAnn
Chatten, event organizer. “We want
to show them that we can care for
them as they enjoy our wonderful
community.”
A wide range of resource
people, service providers and health
practitioners will be on site to answer
questions, lead demonstrations and
more.
Seniors will learn about valuable
tools such as Lifeline and Medichair,
and what help the Alzheimer’s
Society and Red Cross have to offer,
and more.
Health practitioners will offer
information centres about massage,

gendered, and that often upper
class professionals and blue collar
working men set the highest barriers
to women’s entry. In her careful and
erudite book, Marcia Braundy brings
together the tools of the trade and the
hands that hold them. By exploring
men’s resistance to equality, this
book explodes the myths on which
that resistance is based.”
Carl Leggo, dearly loved poet
and arts-based research advocate at
the University of British Columbia
noted: “This is a singular book—
academic and accessible, critical and
creative, political and passionate.
With a lifelong commitment to
feminism, social activism, and
education, Marcia evokes and
provokes transformative possibilities
for living with imagination, intellect,
and heart.”
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foot care, chiropractic, acupuncture
and yoga for seniors and more have
yet to confirm.
Why not drop in for a coffee and
treats and socialize with others while
discovering what the community has
to offer? The program is being made
possible through the volunteer efforts
of the SVSHS with the hope this can
become an annual tradition.
The Passmore Lodge can be

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

found on the Passmore Frontage
Road off Highway 6 in Passmore.
For more information you can call
the Lodge at 250-226-7136.

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on
Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 5:00 pm at the Silvery Slocan
Hall, 502 Harold Street, Slocan, BC to consider the “Village of
Slocan Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 616, 2011”
This bylaw, if adopted, will provide a statement of objectives
and policies to guide decisions on planning and land use
management, within the area covered by the plan, respecting
the purposes of local government. All lands within the
boundaries of the Village of Slocan will be subject to this bylaw.
The above bylaw, relevant staff reports and other background
information may be inspected from October 4th, 2011 to October
17th, 2011 from 9:00am to noon and from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Monday through Thursday, exclusive of public holidays, at the
Village Office, 503 Slocan Street, Slocan, BC,.
All persons who believe their interests to be affected by the
proposed bylaw shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard in
person, by a representative, or by written submission, on the
matters contained within the Official Community Plan Bylaw.

BELLE
She is a people- friendly
young spayed girl who
likes to have fun. Belle
was found abandoned
in a taped box with her
5 tiny kittens. All are
adopted now, and Belle
wants a family of her
own. Call KAAP at 250551-1053 or visit www.
homes4animals.com for
more info.

Please note the following:
Written submissions may be sent to the Village of Slocan, Box
50, Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0.
Electronic submissions (email) should be sent to admin@
villageofslocan.ca and be received no later than 4:00 pm on
October 17th, 2011 to ensure their availability to Council at the
Public Hearing.
Following the close of a Public Hearing, no further submissions
or comments from the public or interested persons can be
accepted by members of Council as established by provincial
case law. This is necessary to ensure a fair public hearing
process and provide a reasonable opportunity for people to
respond.
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A school on the road and a class on the lake...

submitted
Lucerne Elementary Secondary
School started its school year as
it means to go on, with enriched
learning experiences for students. A
road trip into Alberta took the whole
secondary school through ‘Time and
Change,’ the theme of the curricular
activities planned for the trip, while
the grades 5-7 class went on a canoe
adventure around Slocan Lake,
developing their leadership skills for
use in the elementary school.
This is the second year the
secondary school has boarded one
school bus to take part in learning
from the science, socials, English, art
and aboriginal education curricula.
Thirty-one students, four teachers,
the principal and the District Principal
of Learning visited Banff, Horseshoe
C a n y o n , D r u m h e l l e r, H e a d Smashed-in-Buffalo-Jump, Frank
Slide and St. Eugene’s Mission. The
accommodation that the group stayed
in ranged from hotels to the floor of
a bowling alley to tipis, giving the
group a real range of comfort! Gary
Parkstrom, the socials teacher who
coordinated the field trip said, “The

Drumheller field trip gave students
new knowledge but also experiences
that will give them confidence as
members of our community.”
The previous week, Katrina
Sumrall, the teacher of the
intermediate class at Lucerne, led
a canoe trip around the shore of
Slocan Lake. A stormy Thursday
night led to a change in plan to get
to Slocan on Friday, but plans for a
safer return were already laid out.
During the trip, the class had the
opportunity to get to know each
other better, develop leadership skills
needed as the eldest students in the
elementary school, and learned skills
both in independence and team work.
Maralyssa Vanzyll, a Grade 5 student,
said of her experience, “The lake
is really not scary once you get out
there – if you get across the lake you
see so much that is different from our
side like the emerald green water, the
reeds and the fish.”
Both field trips introduced
students to the majesty of Western
Canada. The school thanks parents
and employers in the community who
supported the trips by volunteering

Did you attend the Hills Garlic
Festival on September 11?
If so, please go to
www.hillsgarlicfest.ca
and complete a brief survey.
Thanks again one and
all for a great
Festival!

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE
Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested
to take notice that a temporary street closure on 6th
Avenue between Kildare Street and Josephine Street
will take place on Thursday, October 20, 2011 from
10:30 a.m to 11:30 a.m. in order for the Slocan Lake
Early Learning Society to hold a Toddle-A-Thon.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
ARBOUR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour
Day on Monday, October 24, 2011.
We will pick up all yard and pruning
waste that is placed at the curb by
8 am. Please ensure that all
branches are bundled and tied
and all garden refuse (leaves,
etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no
household garbage or
construction material will be
picked up. Thank you for your cooperation.

as chaperones on the canoe trip or
allowing students time off from their
part-time work. Natasha Miles, the
school principal, said of the secondary
field trip, “It was wonderful to see
students from grades 8 to 12 all getting
along and being one school together.”
October at Lucerne will start

with Harvest Fest on the morning
of Thursday, October 6. Already
there are several members of the
community volunteering their time
to lead students in a variety of
harvest time activities such as fruit
picking, apple pressing, soup making,
composting, being bear aware and
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greenhouse cultivation. Also during
the morning, thanks to a grant of
$3,000 from Tree Canada, a number
of trees will be planted on the school
grounds to allow them to take root,
as one day they will replace some of
the older trees on the school grounds
as these age.

Students from Lucerne Secondary School spent a night in tipis in Drumheller as part of a September field trip.

Don’t miss screenings of films by local students
submitted
Mark your calendars now for two
evenings of watching films by local
students: October 18 and October 27 at
7 pm at Bosun Hall.
Starting at the beginning of October
and continuing through the month,
Lucerne joins two other district schools
to explore the ‘Values of Doukhobor
Community: Then and Now.’
In conjunction with Edgewood
and Nakusp Elementary, this placebased education project involves the
grades 5/6/7 and secondary students
interviewing Doukhobor elders, visiting
the Doukhobor Village Museum in
Castlegar, learning frameworks of
historical thinking, and connecting
online with the two other schools to share
their thinking and ideas in a collaborative
WordPress blog.
The project integrates Social
Studies, Language Arts, Media Arts,
Information Technology and Personal
Planning curriculum.
Filmmakers Moira Simpson and
William Fritzberg will mentor the grades
8-12s as they create short documentary

or animation projects from October 18
to 24.
The following week, the filmmakers
will assist the intermediate students with
editing media content for their project
blog. Student-created podcasts, digital
stories, poetry, images and art on the blog
will help students co-create meaning
and build a greater understanding of
the values that underlie the heritage of
the Doukhobor community and their
contribution to our community and
Canada.
Plan to attend the public screening
of the student films and digital media on
Thursday, October 27 at the Bosun Hall.
Telling the Stories of the Nikkei website
launch and premiere screening
Telling the Stories of the Nikkei is
finally complete and the launch of the
project films on four national websites
and a premiere screening of all the films
takes place at the Bosun Hall on Tuesday,
October 18 at 7 pm.
Ten short and powerful films created
in May 2010 by Lucerne Grade 10-12
students with mentor filmmakers, Moira
Simpson and Catrina Longmuir, will be

showcased.
In addition, Mo Simpson’s neverbefore-screened Behind the Scenes
documentary about the students making
their films will be screened. A highlight
of the evening is the showing of five
films recording the stories of Japanese
Canadian elders: Ami Mori, Nobby
Hayashi, Gail Swanson, Kay Takahara,
and Tsuneko Kokubo (Koko) each reveal
their understanding of the internment and
its impact on their lives.
Falling from the Sky, Moira
Simpson’s artful interview with Koko has
been selected for this year’s Vancouver
International Film Festival.
Telling the Stories of the Nikkei
explores the internment of JapaneseCanadians in New Denver during WWII
and is being applauded by audiences who
have glimpsed the films as sensitive,
compelling and evocative.
Admission is by donation and copies
of DVDs will also be available at the
event. All proceeds from donations
and DVD sales will be donated to the
New Denver Kyowakai Society to help
support the Nikkei Centre.

written with the help of the Grade
4/5/6 class
WE Graham has contracted Bear
Rock Climbing Inc. to provide four days
of climbing activities with the school.
During the sessions the students are
learning climbing, balancing techniques,
how to balance on the pogo balls and
how to walk on the slack line.
When climbing, the students had to
wear a harness and a helmet, and wait
until the instructor was ready for them to
climb. When it was time to come down,
the students had to make sure no one was
below them.
The 25-foot-high portable wall has
three different sides and the instructor
created different challenges such as
allowing only some hand holds to be
used.
At the top, there was a bell to ring
to show the student had made it all the
way to the top. Then, when it was time to

come down, the students hold the rope,
kick off the wall and bend their knees
when they land.
The school has experienced
two sessions with the climbing wall
and students are already showing

improvement. In some cases it is just
a matter of overcoming their fear of
heights.
With two more sessions scheduled
for October 5 and 12, there is a lot more
fun and learning to be experienced.

submitted
Mirja Vahala’s love for the natural
world come together in an exhibition of
landscape paintings this month at Cedar
Creek Café in Winlaw.
Continuing until October 23,
Vahala’s majestic rock of Wapta
Mountain soaring to the sky, an elk
fleeing a storm in a magical land and
a young mountain goat shedding for
summer will be some of the works on
the walls of the café.
Ideas for Vahala’s landscape
paintings come to her from our common
well of human experiences: how we

relate to time, to change, and to mortality.
Walking with her husband and dogs in the
West Kootenay outdoors, she sees stories
in the surrounding landscape. In her
imagination Vahala sees a tree, touched
by a passing meteor, transformed into
a glow of light in the night-time forest.
With this image in her mind, she is
inspired to paint. Mirja Vahala has
lived in Castlegar for over four years.
During that time she has established
Inspiring Minds Fine Art, has displayed
her artwork at Windborne B&B, at the
Kootenay Gallery, Rouge Gallery and
Fisher Peak Art Gallery to name a few.

WE Graham enjoys big bear climbing

Cedar Creek Café shows paintings by Mirja Vahala
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Slocan Valley Rec Guy on his way to retirement
by Jan McMurray
Believe it or not, the Rec Guy is
retiring at the end of the month.
Craig Lawrence has been the
Slocan Valley Recreation Coordinator
since January 6, 1992, and as we all
know, he has loved his job.
“With me, every day really is an
adventure,” he says. “After bringing
a program together with the hundred
little details, you reach that point
where you just have to let go and
see what happens. Either I’m wiping
myself off the floor afterwards or
pinching myself and saying ‘I can’t
believe I get paid to do this!’”
The most satisfying part of the
job for Craig has been the community
building aspect. “I have always
found that recreation is a community
builder, a uniting force, a socializing
agent,” he said. “The reward is seeing
people connect with people. So many
friendships have started at a Rec
program.”
Another aspect of the job that he
has found really interesting is how
recreation reflects the community.
“The community is always changing,
so the programs are always evolving,
too.”
Craig came into the job with
no recreation background, and he
says he thinks this made it more of
a community-based function. “We

have a very unique flavour compared
to other communities because we are
not facility-based – we don’t have a
facility, so we use all the community’s
facilities. We’re really community
based.”
Although he is an employee
of the RDCK, Craig says that
working with the Slocan Valley
Recreation Commission is where
the real connections begin. “There’s
been some really interesting
commissioners along the way. The
one I want to pay special tribute to
is Walter Osachoff, who has been on
the commission about as long as I’ve

submitted by the RCMP
Air services and the RCMP
auxiliary constable program
combined forces to bust a
marijuana grow operation in
Slocan Wednesday, September 21.
Slocan Lake RCMP said an
auxiliary constable had flown the
area in the RCMP helicopter from
the Southeast District Air Services
Program several months ago,
spotting and recording the GPS
coordinates of a number of outdoor
marijuana grow operations.
That information was
used when RCMP officers in
camouflage entered a large, rural
vacant parcel of land off Springer
Creek Road in Slocan.
“ O ff i c e r s h a d s e t u p a
surveillance point in an attempt
to apprehend anyone who may
come in to tend the crop. After a
period of time, officers observed a
single adult male arrive who then
allegedly tended to the plants.
The suspect, a 22-year-old male
from Slocan, was arrested without
incident,” said Constable Shaun
Foley of the Slocan Lake RCMP.
Using GPS coordinates they
were able to locate the site of the
“sophisticated” outdoor grow
operation that contained about 120
plants, all about three to four feet
in height. There was an irrigation
system in place that allowed for
automatic watering of the plants.
RCMP indicated there was
another site nearby, but the 200
or so plants had already been
harvested.
Later that evening, officers
executed a drug search warrant
on the suspect’s property, which
was next to the vacant parcel of
land. The search of the property

uncovered another grow operation
in an outbuilding consisting of 160
healthy marihuana plants, some
weighing scales and pre-packaged
marijuana bud that was ready for
street-level distribution.
The suspect was held in
custody, but later released on

been the Rec Guy. Besides giving his
own unique positions on recreation at
the table, he’s volunteered so much
energy to get things done. You can’t
look at Winlaw Regional and Nature
Park without seeing Walter. When the
boards on the boardwalk rotted, he’d
show up with a truckload of new ones;
when we needed an access road put
in, Walter pulled it all together. When
we needed to replace the boardwalk,
Walter pulled a bunch of high school
kids out to tear down the old one. He
was the guy at the other end of the
radio at all those Poker Floats.”
Craig says he feels fortunate to

have been able to help many of the
fascinating people of this valley get
noticed and share their talents.
He and his family went through
some hard times when his son Jesse
died of leukemia in 1995 and then
when the RDCK Area H Director of
the day decided to “fire” the Slocan
Valley Recreation Commission
members and then to contract out
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Craig’s job in 1997 and 1998.
“The community carried us
through our public hard times and
our family hard times. It’s hard not
to give back,” he said.
Everyone is invited to Craig’s
retirement party at Slocan Park Hall
on Friday, October 21 between 3:30
and 7 pm, with presentations and
open mic at 4 pm.

YRB requires winter equipment operators for the upcoming
season in the Nakusp, Edgewood and New Denver areas.
Minimum qualifications include Class 3 license with air
endorsement, previous driving experience, ability to carry
out duties in an outdoor, all weather environment on both
day and night shifts. Must be physically fit. Please email/
fax your resume along with a recent BC driver’s abstract
to the YRB operations office.

FAX 1-250-352-2172 or EMAIL kootenay@yrb.ca

Avast there maties! Captain Craig Lawrence is sailing into the sunset as Recreation Director.

Another Slocan grow operation busted

a promise to appear for the
alleged offences of production
of marijuana and possession of
marijuana for the purpose of
trafficking.
The suspect’s first appearance
will be in Nakusp Provincial Court
on December 21.

Lucerne Annual Harvest Festival
Thursday October 6, 2011
9:30 - 12:30
Come celebrate with the school students as we plant
trees, make apple juice, clean the garden, learn about
bears and a new method for composting. We will also
look at the green house and make plans to have our
horticulture classes there.
We thank Tree Canada and Golder
Associates for the grant to allow us to
plant new trees in our school yard. We
also thank our Village Council and staff
for helping us to prepare the holes
for planting.
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RDCK board, September 22: RDCK takes on three more water systems
by Timothy Schafer
• Woodbury Village, Rosebery
Highlands and Grandview Properties
all had service area bylaws established
by the Regional District of Central
Kootenay board, as the regional
government prepares to acquire their
water systems.
In Grandview, 70 percent of those
who voted on the service September 9
were in favour of establishing the water
service, with 78 per cent in Rosebery
being in favour and 65 per cent in favour
of the service in Woodbury.
Each system had undergone
extensive evaluation under the RDCK’s
Water and Sewer Acquisition Policy.
“Staff are of the opinion that these
systems have met assessment criteria
and have low financial or liability
risk,” read a staff report from the
Environmental Services department.
The board decided the Regional
District had the capacity to manage
the systems, with the benefit to the
communities ranging from medium
(Grandview, Rosebery) to medium-high
(Woodbury).
Once they are acquired, the new
water systems are expected to be
financially self-sustaining.
The fee structure to finance the
administrational portion of the water
services will see every user connection
contribute $100 annually to the
environmental services department.
The final overall budget and cost

for the water services have yet to be
determined.
• North Vancouver’s BA Blackwell
and Associates defended its 2010
wildland urban interface fire hazard
reduction contract, saying it was not
undermining local capacity.
In a letter received August 29 by
the RDCK board of directors, Colin
Mahony of Blackwell said they did
five things last year to engage local
capacity in the short term in managing
the program, including partnering with
Kaslo’s John Cathro on managing the
project.
In addition, Mahony said they gave
Cathro signing authority on three to
four prescriptions, as well as layout and
data collection by Tyson Ehlers of Tysig
Ecological of Winlaw.
The North Vancouver company also
subcontracted one prescription ($10,000)
in Nakusp to True North Consulting, and
another $10,000 prescription in Silverton
to Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
in Winlaw.
Area H
• The fire departments of Winlaw
and Passmore have another tool in their
arsenal.
The Regional District’s regional fire
chief, Terry Swan, had recommended
two departments — part of the Slocan
Valley Fire Service — receive $5,000
to fund the installation of a 3,000-gallon
gravity feed water tank.
The board of directors approved,

creating a tank that will now allow
approximately two loads of water to be
quickly loaded onto the department’s fire
trucks without pumping or tank set-up.
The operation was deemed critical
in the area of the valley because there
were no water sources that were
considered accessible. Currently, the two
departments must go to the Passmore
bridge or Winlaw bridge to refill with
water.
• Six energy efficiency deficiencies
on the 52-year-old Winlaw Community
Hall will be remedied after the Regional
District board of directors approved an
$81,868.37 Community Works Fund
application from Area H.
The Winlaw Hall Society had
identified six deficiencies inherent in
the hall, including single-pane windows,
heating system, window coverings,
exterior cladding, lack of insulation and
sections of the roof that were inhibiting
extending the life of the building.
A new heat source pump will now be
installed, as will energy-efficient, double
pane window and new insulated doors.
The hall will also receive new tightfitted, tinted black-out blinds, new siding
and insulation in the walls and ceiling.
Roofing will be repaired or replaced in
many places.
The work is expected to be
completed by December of 2011.
• A purpose and operations (POS)
statement has been developed for 22.7acre Winlaw Regional and Nature Park,
as well as Area F’s .23-acre Pulpit Rock
Access Regional Park.
Winlaw Regional is an area that
people wish to allow natural process
to dominate on the majority of the park
area. With large-scale disturbances (cattle
grazing, farming, logging) eliminated,
small-scale disturbances (trails,
signage, infrastructure maintenance)
are continuing.
Sections of the park have been
converted to lawn, roads, parking areas,
trails and boardwalks.
Managing the park for safety and
protecting key natural and recreational
areas are some of the components of

the plan.
A POS is developed as an initial
stage in the development of future
comprehensive park management plans.
Priority management direction and
an overall cost analysis is contained in
the POS. RDCK board approval of the
POS will trigger RDCK staff to seek
mechanisms to address the priorities, as
well as engage the public.
Area K
• The Edgewood Community
School will see $40,000 in energy
improvements as the Regional District
strives to make the School District 10
building more energy efficient.
Consulting engineers identified
high efficiency air to water heat transfer
system as a suitable heating, ventilation
and air conditioning alternative for the
school.
The propane-fired radiant heat
sources will be replaced, reducing
propane consumption by an estimated
87.5 percent, resulting in an annual
average saving of $9,760. There will
be an annual increase in BC Hydro

consumption of an estimated 25
percent, increasing electricity costs by
an estimated $1,950.
The net cost benefit to the school
district is estimated to be $7,800 per
year, significantly reducing greenhouse
gas emission totals for the site.
“Reducing the cost to heat and cool
the facility will enable the school to
be made available for non-school and
extracurricular activities that otherwise
would not occur due to the cost to
maintain appropriate environmental
conditions in the school,” reads a
Regional District staff report.
As the only significant building in
the community, the availability of this
facility to host community programs was
deemed “significant.”
The RDCK board approved the
disbursement of $40,000 from the
Community Works Fund in the Area K
community to help increase the energy
efficiency of the building.
The move leaves Area K with a
balance of $97,309 in its Community
Works Fund.

submitted
Roca’s MAX molybdenum mine
in Trout Lake will see another shutdown at the end of October. “While
management remains enthusiastic about
the molybdenum resource contained at
the MAX Mine, the operation is not
sustainable under current economic
conditions and available grades. As a
result, the mine development program
will immediately cease and mine
production will be suspended after the
remaining 725L stope material has been
processed through October 2011,” states
a press release issued by Roca.
The release says that head grades
observed at the mine for July, August
and September are effectively at the
current breakeven level for the operation
at 500 tonnes per day (tpd) throughput
and current oxide prices in the US$14
range. These grades are below target
based on previous sampling and
resource estimates, but management
now considers they represent the best
available grades in the area under current

development. Other zones within the
deposit may provide better grades,
but these lie outside the reach of the
existing mining operation and current
development. The MAX Mine was
initially conceived as a small high-grade
mine that would expand production over
time and from cash flow, ultimately
lowering unit costs. While a significant
amount of work and investment has been
completed towards the permitted Phase
II, 1,000 tpd operation, these throughput
rates have yet to be achieved.
Roca’s management and consultants
continue to evaluate various project
alternatives towards reaching the Phase
II expansion targets of the operation.
The evaluation includes updating
capital cost estimates for additional
mining equipment, installation of a
backfill system, additional underground
development and completing expansion
of the existing mill complex. A capital
plan to resume production at higher
throughput levels and lower unit costs
will be completed shortly.

by Jan McMurray
Lucerne School principal,
Natasha Miles, has just had her first
novel published. She invites one and
all to the launch of A Place to Play
at Rory’s on Main in New Denver
on October …
The novel is set in the future,
taking place in England at the end of
this century. The country is made up
of four cities, void of green spaces.
However, three young friends
discover two secrets: a playing field
at a school in one of the cities, and

a girl who has been the subject of
an experiment that aims to increase
the productivity of the city’s cyber
industries.
“A Place to Play challenges the
reader to stop and think about how
the use of technology could impact
the children of our near future.
Through the courageous actions of
Martha, Rudi and Trojan the reader
is reminded that childhood, with the
right play and places to play in, is
essential for us all,” says the back
cover.

Trout Lake Mine to suspend operations

Lucerne principal hosts launch of her book

Book Launch Event

Natasha Miles’ new novel –
‘A Place to Play’
Rory’s on Main, New Denver
Saturday, October 15, 6 pm

Special event tickets at $25 - copy of
book and voucher to dine value $10.
Please book tickets in advance through
Rory’s on Main 250-358-2449
English special and the regular menu
available
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Interim report released on Nakusp’s Economic Summit
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by Timothy Schafer
The idea of co-generation may be
one of the pieces of the puzzle in the
Nakusp region as several groups are
beginning to grapple with the idea of
righting the village’s listing economic
ship.
Although still in a draft report
form, information and feedback has
been gathered and recently released
by a panel of local groups – including
the Nakusp and Area Development
Board (NADB) and the Chamber of
Commerce – from the Arrow Lakes
Economic Summit (fall and winter of
2010/2011).
But what is needed to turn around
two years of economic decline in the
community still isn’t clear.

The group is meeting this week to
narrow down the list of possibilities and
partnerships – including co-generation
– to a workable and feasible amount,
said NADB’s Laurie Page. She said
they will be using the knowledge of
professional economic development
practitioner, Victor Cumming, in that
regard.
The Arrow Lakes Valley is greatly
affected by shifting demographics,
said Page, with the loss of higher
paying industrial jobs (forestry), high
government debt and movement of
resources and investment away from
rural areas.
Businesses were suffering, she
noted in the report, people were
moving away to find work, and a

general feeling of helplessness gripped
the region.
People were concerned economic
activity in the Arrow Lakes Valley had
already dropped to an unsustainable
level, with amenities and services
beginning to dwindle.
“In some respects we are at the
mercy of external forces, we’re not
trying to deny that. But, on the other
hand, there are lots of things we
haven’t even tried yet,” said Page.
Transportation came up during the
forestry, tourism, and land development
Summit meetings.
“Not only are public transportation
options sorely lacking, but the
bottleneck of the ferry at the north
end of the valley is considered a serious

detriment to all forms of economic
opportunity,” the report reads.
The need for better co-ordination
of local and regional organizations was
also a theme from the meetings, said
Page, as was the need for organizations
in the area to access planning and
economic development expertise in
other neighbouring communities on
some issues.
But Page said financial resources
for paid staff to bring this all together
in a small community are limited, and
is proving an organizational challenge
for the two groups. Four points are
emerging from the Summit, said Page:
invest in volunteers and build capacities
as organizations; collaborate with other
stakeholders, especially the Village of

Nakusp and the RDCK; identify the
most cost-effective projects with the
best economic potential; raise money
to pursue identified projects.
“And tourism marketing needs to
be coordinated by a single organization
and networked regionally so we don’t
miss out on promotion opportunities
or duplicate efforts,” Page said in the
report.
The interim report is available
at www.nadb.ca under economic
development. There will be a final
report to the CBT after that.
If there are people who want to get
involved with what is building, they
can contact Laurie Page at NADB or
talk to Kim Reich at the Chamber of
Commerce.

by Dan Nicholson
The Nakusp Rod & Gun Club held
a meeting, Wednesday, September
28, with guest speaker Angus Glass,
Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program and two biologists, Jeff
Burrows, Sr. Fisheries Biologist/
Min of Forest, Land and Natural
Resource Operations, and Steve
Arndt, Fisheries Biologist/FWCP, at
the Seniors’ Hall in Nakusp.
The biggest concern for residents
of the Arrow Lakes was the declining
number of fish being caught by
anglers, particularly large rainbow
trout. The biologists confirmed that
the number of big fish being caught

was down from previous years.
Burrows cautioned the audience
not to jump to conclusions about the
cause of the reduced catch. “We’ve
had low years on the Arrow in the
past. Be patient.”
He noted that under historical
conditions, the Arrow Lakes were
nutrient-poor. With the installation
of the Revelstoke and Mica Dams,
they have become very nutrient-poor.
The nutrient program exists only to
bring nutrient levels in the reservoir
back to historic levels. Phosphorus
and nitrogen are added to the lake
from May to September, from the
Galena-Shelter Bay ferry.

The biologists pointed to the
successes of the nutrient program,
noting that the biomass of kokanee
in the lake was up 300% since the
program’s introduction.
A number of audience members
wanted to know about stocking
options, particularly for trout. Arndt
noted that the evidence for benefit
was weak, although he wouldn’t rule
it out. “99% of our bull trout catch in
recent years has been determined to
be wild. The percentage of clipped
rainbows being caught is declining.”
When questioned about the
failure of the stocking program,
Burrows notes that most success

stories with stocking have been in
small, sterile lakes. “The Arrow is
a big lake, and the Columbia River
flows through it.”
“It seems that, in terms of bang
for our buck, we should enhance
natural spawning grounds.”
The Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program has had a
lot of success with its Hill Creek
Spawning Channel. Says Arndt,
“We’ve learned that the channel is
capable of producing more fry than
anyone thought possible.”
Responding to a question from
the audience, Angus Glass said
that the number of big rainbows

by Jan McMurray
Do the businesses of Nakusp
want the Music Festival to continue?
The answer was a resounding yes at
a meeting September 26 at Nakusp’s
Selkirk College.
Donna Rebman, president of the
Nakusp Roots Music Society, chaired
the meeting. When she asked if people
thought it was worthwhile to continue
the festival, everyone put up their

hands. There were about 30 people in
attendance.
“I think Music Fest has put Nakusp
on the map. Not having it would be a
detriment to the community,” said one
business owner. She said that although
her sales are up only marginally during
the festival weekend, Music Fest has
brought more people in at other times.
Rebman explained that the festival
has a deficit of close to $200,000,

after losing money in 2010 and 2011
due to low ticket sales. She said they
would need $160,000 to continue. The
society has its building up for sale, and
has applied for a $100,000 loan and a
$60,000 grant from Columbia Basin
Trust. The loan would be secured by
the building.
When people asked what they
could do to help, Rebman asked them
to write to CBT in support of the

submitted
The plan, budget and schedule
for the Centennial building addition

will be presented to Nakusp Village
council on October 11 for formal
approval of project commencement.

This two-storey building – a
project by the Arrow Lakes Historical
Society (ALHS) – will house an
archives office on the top floor and
storage for all on the bottom floor
with a native interpretive centre for
the Museum. The main entrance will
be a wheelchair accessible door.
Each floor will have a lobby and
a lift to the library and the archives
office for the elderly, handicapped
and patrons in wheelchairs. In
addition, there will be a wheelchair
accessible washroom on the top
floor.
The ALHS will be finalizing a
contract with Lonestar Construction
to start work this fall.
The ALHS has a large portion of
their funding through grants, in-kind
donations and monetary donations,
and more grants have been applied
for. Despite this, ALHS will need
more funds to completely finish this
building.
It is hoped that the community
will support this worthwhile project.
A financial thermometer has been
posted on the Kootenay Savings
Credit Union building.

music festival’s applications for funds.
Letters can be emailed to llafleur@
cbt.org.
Meeting participants also made
several helpful suggestions to board
members for boosting income and
cutting expenses.
Rebman said board members do
everything on a volunteer basis and
put a tremendous number of hours in.
Although they do not get paid, they
are committed to the festival. “It’s
really special to us – it’s incredible to
put it together and then see it happen,”
she said, adding that although 2011
was the worst year for ticket sales,
it was probably the best year for
compliments from patrons.

spawning in Hill Creek was down
over the last three years.
The biologists are seeking local
information about suitable creeks for
enhancement work.
Looking ahead, the FWCP will
be continuing to monitor bull trout
with an eye to enhancing spawning
grounds. They may reduce fry
numbers of kokanee at Hill Creek.
The angler survey continues.
This is one of the best sources of data
about fish populations in the arrow
Reservoir. The nutrient program
continues as well.
The biologists promised to look
into some kind of stream-fishing
when a member of the audience
wanted some action to allow seniors
that didn’t have access to a boat to
fish.

Where have all the big fish in the Arrow Lakes gone?

Businesses support continuation of Nakusp Music Festival

Nakusp Centennial building addition project to start this fall

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!
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25 years of the Bonnington Arts Centre celebrated, September 30
by Jan McMurray
The story behind the Bonnington
Arts Centre, as told by some of the
people who were involved in its
creation, was the highlight of the
centre’s silver anniversary celebration
on September 30.
With great humour and many
contagious fits of laughter, Rob Plaskett,
Terry Taylor, Wendy Moser and Karen
Hamling reminisced about their
adventures 25 years ago.
“We built this theatre with no skills,”
said Rob Plaskett, who spearheaded the
project in the early 80s. “But I want you
to know that the issues with the space
are not our fault.”
Plaskett explained how the principal
of Nakusp Elementary at the time was
not keen on an arts space in the school,

and thought the old gym would be
better put to use as a lunch room and a
science lab. So, in order to make the deal
with School District 10, Plaskett and
his fellow Arrow Lakes Arts Council
members had to agree to make it a multipurpose space. This resulted in some
‘funky’ features that are still known to
people who use the arts centre today.
The centre was built on a $5,000
grant, plus a $2,000 loan. The project to
renovate the old NES gym into a multiuse facility began in 1983, and the doors
opened on September 30, 1986.
Back then, to join ALAC, you had
to be comfortable with power tools and
a hammer, said Terry Taylor, and you
had to know how to cook. They were
constantly fundraising because they had
taken out the $2,000 loan for the project.

There were many, many bake sales, and
they catered the Rotary Club dinner for
several years.
Some of the performers they brought
in at the beginning are big names today,
such as Shari Ulrich and Connie Kaldor.
They also brought in the Vancouver
Opera, a dance troupe and children’s
entertainers. They held a summer arts
school and hosted the West Kootenay
Regional Art Show three times.
Wendy Moser congratulated the
present ALAC, “who keep the torch
going. It’s an amazing compliment and
just so great that the centre keeps going
the way it was envisioned.” Current co-

chairs of ALAC are Marilyn Massey and
Janet Royko.
They remembered Mimi George,
who “was the backbone of ALAC until
she died in 1985,” said Moser. Mimi
held the position of treasurer, and the
thing they all remembered most fondly
about her was her filing system – she
kept all the paperwork in the bottom
of her huge handbag. “Despite the
search through her purse at every
meeting, Mimi was amazing. There is
an immense amount of paperwork that
needs to be done in an arts council, and
she was amazing at getting the grants,”
said Moser.

They also remembered Jonathan
Jordan-Kitchen, who was a trained actor
and died in the early 2000s. Shannon
Heppner spoke about the Lakeside
Singers, a choir that practiced at the
Bonnington once a week from 1987
to 2002.
Larry Parkes emceed the evening,
and opened with a brief history of
the centre. Some of the other people
involved at the beginning were Don and
Nellie Cunningham, Mike George and
Denis Stanley.
The work of many local artists was
displayed, and there was entertainment
by local performing artists.

In an effort to expand broadband
internet in the Columbia Basin, the
Columbia Basin Trust signed an
agreement with Columbia Mountain
Open Network (CMON) Wednesday
to acquire CMON’s broadband
assets.
The assets will be managed by
the Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC), a new whollyowned subsidiary of CBT formed
in an effort to expand broadband in
the Basin.

CBT will now make strategic
investments in broadband
infrastructure and work with partners
to assist communities interested in
providing broadband to their region.
“CBT saw the opportunity to
continue the work of CMON in
bringing broadband to the Basin,”
said Neil Muth, CBT president
and CEO. “The organization has
played an extremely valuable role
in bringing broadband to parts of
the Basin and further expansion

of CMON’s vision for the region
requires additional resources that
CBT is able to provide.”
CMON and CBT have worked
closely together in the past and the
acquisition by CBT will ensure the
existing assets are maintained by a
local organization with the capacity
to move forward with a regional
broadband strategy.
Following the acquisition by
CBT, CMON will be winding down
its operations.

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo has a flower shop again,
after a hiatus of seven months.
Louise DePape opened Kaslo
Florists on July 30 in the shop on
the corner of Fourth and A Avenue,
across from the Mohawk.
Because Kaslo’s previous flower
shop of about 20 years shut down at
the end of December, DePape said
she saw a need in the community.
“The opportunity was there, the
timing was right, and I have a keen
interest in floral design and an arts
background – it’s a great fit for me,”
she said. “Working with flowers
for 12 months a year sounds good
to me!”
“The nicest thing is that I’ve had
Fern Van Horn, the florist here for 20
years, as a mentor,” she said. “When I
finished my business plan, I met with
her and went over it, so I had a good
opportunity there to get a feeling for
this business here in Kaslo.”
DePape says the response has
been good. Many people dropped
by while she and her husband were
renovating the shop, and there was
a steady stream of business in the

summer with all the weddings and
anniversaries. Right now, there is
an ebb in business, which provides
DePape with the opportunity to get
ready for the Christmas season.
“I’ve always owned my own
business, so I understand the cycles
of highs and lows and I know how
important it is to use the low periods
for preparation for the busy times,”
she says.
DePape will be creating wreaths,
live and silk floral arrangements, and
centerpieces featuring poinsettias for
the Christmas season.
Just like Fern’s Flowers was,
Kaslo Florists is more than just a
flower shop. Gift items on offer
include candles, Nudge Fudge,

books, flower pots, and cards.
DePape says she will be bringing in
her brother’s glass art and her sister’s
wonderful aprons. The store has gifts
for babies and new parents, too.
On the flowers end of the
business, DePape designs bouquets,
corsages, boutaneers, centerpieces,
“and anything decorative.” She
loves doing weddings, including
bridal bouquets and complementary
pieces for the bridal party, hair pieces
for bridesmaids and flower girls,
centerpieces for the tables, etc.
DePape also sees a need for a
flower shop in New Denver and
Nakusp, and has arranged to have
her services available through June’s
General Store in New Denver.

Broadband delivery just got a little better in the Columbia Basin

New flower shop fills the void in Kaslo
Rob Plaskett, the visionary behind the Bonnington Arts Centre, gave a humourous account of building the centre.

Flowers to brighten your day and floral
arrangements for all of your special occasions.

Plants, Flowers, Cards, Giftware and more....

Kaslo Florists
P.O. Box 1420
#4, 311 - 4th Street
Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0
Ph: (250) 353-7766
Email: info@kasloflorists.com

An example of a floral hairpiece by Louise DePape of the newly opened Kaslo Florists.
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Kaslo junior golf benefits from Pro Cup’s record year
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s junior golf program just
got a big boost, thanks to a $2,500
donation from the ‘Protective Cup’
golf tournament sponsored by Kaslo
Building Supplies.
Jeff Davie, owner of Kaslo
Building Supplies, says they
decided to donate the proceeds of
the tournament to the junior golf
program “because of the efforts of
Stephanie Leathwood. Stephanie and
her helpers have grown the junior
program through a lot of donated
time and hard work. It was a natural
fit to give the proceeds to the junior
golf program.”
In the 14 years that Kaslo
Building Supplies has been running
the tournament as a fundraiser for
local children’s activities, this year
was a record year. “We filled the
tournament at 18 teams. And the
winning team was very generous in
giving their winnings back to junior
golf!” said Davie. “It was a beautiful

day, and John Van Horn and the golf
course staff have the course in great

by Moe Lyons
The last two weekends in
September saw two lovely harvest
celebrations in the North Kootenay
Lake Valley.

On September 17, the Argenta Fall
Fair turned the field behind the Argenta
Hall into a local gathering-place,
offering food, music, crafts, lots and
lots of used books from the Argenta

shape. The tournament has a good
reputation for great value and a good

cause.”
Stephanie Leathwood has been
Kaslo’s junior golf coordinator for
three years. “The program is free,
and runs entirely on a volunteer
basis, so it’s so exciting to get this
money!” exclaimed Leathwood.
She plans to purchase more junior
golf clubs, pay for some professional
lessons for the junior golfers, and
take the older ones on some trips to
neighbouring golf courses.
Last year, 48 children participated
in the program. Leathwood explained

that the kids are grouped according
to age, ability and sex, and volunteer
golfers take them out for an hour
and a half per week for six weeks.
“We really appreciate the volunteers
and are always looking for more,”
she said.
In 2012, the program will be
open to kids aged 6 to 16.
Kaslo Building Supplies would
like to thank the volunteers that
helped make the day another success,
and all the golfers who continue to
participate in the annual Pro Cup.

Jeff Davie hands over the $2,500 proceeds from the Protective Cup golf tournament to
Stephanie Leathwood for Kaslo’s junior golf program.

Fall Fairs in the North Kootenay Lake Valley

Gary Diers from Tipiland Organic Farm displayed a giant basket of gorgeous garlic, beautiful garlic
braids intertwined with dried flowers, and this ever-fascinating offering, fractal broccoli (romanesco).

Library, Terry’s honey and endless
opportunities to visit with friends from
near and far. Thanks to Rowena Eloise
for pulling it all together.
The following weekend, the third
annual Lardeau Valley Harvest Festival
took place in Meadow Creek. Set up
in a large field adjacent to Lakehead
Market Gardens, it featured squashes
grown by the local school kids, fresh
cooked corn from right next door,
Terry and his honey again, lots of
scrumptious organic veggies, organic
baked treats from Croissant Moon, and
local seeds, as well as a few choice
entries in the largest, most unusual,
most perfect, etc. categories for local
produce.
Thanks to the weather goddess for
keeping the sun shining for both these
great events, and to the lovely folks
who live in that neck of the woods for
celebrating the wonderful communities
they are creating every day.

submitted
The newly refurbished Kaslo
Library will host a free event October
11 at 7 pm to celebrate the launch of
Kaslo Lifewriters Group’s first published
story collection.
This anthology, In My Life: Stories
of Community Connections, includes

They will resume weekly free
sessions soon and welcome new
participants.
This project was funded by
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives and the Kaslo and District
Community Forest Society. Come listen,
share and get a signed copy for $10.

September 30 - October 15: David Langevin
November 23 to December 23: Deck the Walls

We have expanded! Now three rooms of
the best “Boho Chic” in the Kootenays!

Kaslo Lifewriters Group publishes story collection

Kaslo gets top rating in
Communities in Bloom

submitted
Kaslo was given the highest rating of
five blooms in this year’s Communities
in Bloom program, with the edible
gardens given a mention.
At the award ceremony held
Saturday, September 24 in Sooke on
Vancouver Island, Mayor Lay was
presented with the Judge’s Evaluation
Report and Bloom Rating Certificate,
and street banners to promote Kaslo’s
success.
Fellow West Kootenay community
Fruitvale also received five blooms.
Castlegar and the City of Trail
were named as national finalists, to
be announced at the Communities in
Bloom National Symposium on Parks
& Grounds and Awards Ceremonies
in Quebec City from October 26 to 29.

26 tales of poetry, song, letters and an
interview, covering a century of personal
memoirs by residents of Kaslo.
The Lifewriters Group – which
has met weekly for several years – has
documented many adventures, including
experiences of coming to Kaslo and
growing up in the area.

Quality Timber Homes

• Timbers to 36 foot long
• Entranceways
• Custom Stairs
• Interior Finishing
• Decks
• Handrails
• Wood Windows and Doors
• Design and Engineering
• Concrete and Framing

MADDEN TIMBERFRAMES
Travis Hauk of Nelson participated in Kaslo’s Sufferfest again this year. He finished third in the 100-kilometre
cross-country mountain bike race and then went on to immediately race the 40-kilometre cross-country
mountain bike race as well, which had already started 10 minutes ahead of him. He placed sixth in that race.

www.maddentimber.com
250 265 3316

Handcut traditional joinery with local wood since 2006
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Water Street plans presented to the public at September 22 meeting
by Jan McMurray
The Water Street Committee has
come up with two conceptual plans
for Water Street, and presented them
to about 25 members of the public on
September 22 at the Langham.
Input on the two plans is still
welcome. The plans and comment
sheets are available at the Village
office, on the Village website (Local
Government – Forms – Forms), and
on the Water Street Facebook page.
Comments can also be emailed directly
to kaslosecretary@netidea.com. If
received by October 7, they may be
incorporated into the committee’s
final plans, which will be submitted
to council for consideration later this
month.

Plan 1 leaves a six-foot corridor
immediately adjacent to the buildings
on Water Street, for the eventual
undergrounding of the utility lines. The
roadway is 20 feet wide, and then there is
a 20-foot-wide area for 61 perpendicular
parking spaces. (Currently, there are
63 parking spaces.) This leaves about
15 feet for green space, which would
include landscaping features and a path
that would join with the existing path
to the beach.
Plan 2 leaves an eight-foot
corridor adjacent to the buildings for
undergrounding power and telephone
lines, and places the walkway here, on
top of the buried cables. The roadway is
22 feet wide, and the parking area is 20
feet wide, with 50 perpendicular parking

spaces. There is no trail continuously
along the lake side, as there is in Plan
1. In Plan 2, the walkway is beside the
buildings, but there are crosswalks
marked on the street for pedestrians to
cross to the lake side where there are
“green islands” – landscaping features
in certain locations along the bank.
One of these locations is at Fourth
and Water, where the plan calls for a
viewing platform with perhaps some
telescopes and a diagram naming the
mountain peaks in the distance. The
committee feels that a feature like this,
visible from Front Street, would attract
people to Water Street.
Turning onto Water Street from
Fourth Street is sometimes problematic
for large tractor trailer trucks. To allow

by Timothy Schafer
New jobs and an injection of
$25,000 into the local economy
each month is the bottom line for
the ongoing Duncan Dam Spillway
Gate Reliability Upgrade project in
the Meadow Creek region, according
to a BC Hydro spokesperson.
Mary Anne Coules said a
September 20 BC Hydro operations
update meeting at the Lardeau Valley
Community Centre in Meadow
Creek held some interest in the
ongoing gates reliability project –
expected to be completed in June
2012.
But, although work on the
46-year-old spillway gates is needed
to keep the dam at the north end of
Kootenay Lake up to date, people
were more interested in hearing

about what the project could do for
the local economy, said Coules.
“There are definitely
opportunities for local employment
on this project,” she said, adding
that it would be mainly tradespeople
hired.
The Duncan Dam requires
a combination of replacement,
refurbishment, and the addition of
new equipment on the spillway and
low-level outlet gates.
The scope of work includes
rock stabilization above the
spillway (completed in June), minor
modifications to the spillway gates
(beginning this month), replacement
of the hoist tower and installation
of backup power supplies for the
spillway gates and low-level outlet
gates.
“The refurbished gates will
accurately and consistently maintain
the flow requirements of the Duncan
Dam Project Water Use Plan,” said
Coules.
People can contact enploi@
hmiconstruction.ca for information

on employment.
The Duncan Dam was one of the
three dams constructed in Canada
under the terms of the Columbia
River Treaty. Construction began
in 1965 and the project became
operational in 1967.
The dam infrastructure consists
of a zoned earth-filled dam, a
spillway with two spillway gates in
the left abutment, and two low level
outlet gates in the right abutment.
There is no powerhouse at this
facility.
The spillway gates in the dam
act as movable water barriers,
holding and controlling the amount
of water that can be discharged
from the reservoir. These gates
are critical components and are
generally opened in times of flood
when high inflows exceed the ability
of generating units to use all of the
water.
This provides a vital safety
function ensuring flood water is
discharged safety to protect the
reliability of the dam.

Duncan Dam Spillway Gate project update

White Star Lady
comes to the
Langham in Kaslo

submitted
Created and performed by Jane
Gaudet, White Star Lady is onewoman musical show about the life and
adventures of Ms. Violet Jessop.
The play, about a stewardess aboard
ocean liners for 43 years, takes place
Saturday, October 15 at 7:30 pm in Kaslo
at the Langham Theatre.
Jessop’s experiences at sea are
unequalled by anyone in her position.
The majority of her years were spent
working for the White Star Line, and she
was aboard all three of the ill-fated sister
ships: RMS Olympic, RMS Titanic, and
HMHS Britannic — and she survived
them all. The personal stories of these
incidents, as well as a thoroughly
researched account of the life and
character of Jessop, are all documented
in this unique and engaging musical
production.
This show came to Kaslo last year,
yet due to several other events going on
at the time, only nine people saw this
show. Since all nine of them loved the
show, we decided to bring it back for the
rest of the community to enjoy.
White Star Lady was written by
Mark Pollard with music by Nadine
Tremblay. This creation is made possible
thanks to the Columbia Basin Trust,
Trail and District Arts Council and the
Rossland Council for Arts and Culture.
White Star Lady is Directed by RJ Peters.
All tickets $15 available at Willow
Home Gallery and Sunnyside Naturals.

for a wider turn here, the committee
suggests that all the parking on Fourth
be on the west side of the street, rather
than on the east side, where there is
parking now.
The committee also recommends
speed bumps on Water Street.
Discussion ensued about the
problems caused by moving the concrete
barriers in towards the roadway during
the summer. The barriers were moved
in at the request of the committee as an
experiment to emulate Plan 1.
Committee member Hajo Meijer
listed the problem spots on the street
that were identified by the experiment.
First, Fourth and Water is a problem
spot; illegal parking is fairly common
here, making it difficult for trucks
to negotiate the corner. Second, one
business’ loading dock protrudes into
the Water Street right of way. Third,
some items stored behind one shop are
encroaching onto the Water Street right
of way. Finally, the liquor store loading
dock requires the truck to back straight
in, and the front of the truck blocks
the street.
Both plans would eliminate the
concrete parking barriers and use low
curbs instead. This creates a bit more
space, as the front ends of vehicles can
hang over the curb when parked. In Plan
1, the curb would be placed where the
concrete barriers were moved to this

summer. In Plan 2, the curb would be
closer to the bank, roughly where the
concrete barriers are now.
People at the meeting discussed the
possibility of angle parking rather than
perpendicular parking. This was felt to
be safer, as only one lane is blocked
when backing out. The committee did
not look at angle parking, because it
reduces the number of parking spaces
to 45. However, people agreed to a show
of hands, and there were 15 in favour of
angle parking, and no one in favour of
perpendicular or parallel parking.

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –
Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry
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Our
heartfelt
appreciation goes
out to the volunteer
firefighters in our
communities!
New Market Foods
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Glacier
View
Service
New Denver, BC
250-358-2445
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A sincere thank you to
the folks that serve
in our volunteer fire
departments

Main Street • New Denver • BC

Volunteer
firefighters
are very cool.

Rory’s on Main
• Licensed Restaurant •
New Denver
New Denver Volunteer Fire Department L to R: Cody Berghauser, Alvie Bouillet, Nigel Thomas, Calvin Reitmeier, Steve Miles, Leonard
Casley, Doug Fischer, Wilf Wilson. Missing: Jamie Grierson, Derek Hicks, Keith Steenhoff, Dave Hodsall, Richard Harwood, Ryan Butler,
Jessica Pownall, Bruce Anderson, Richard Bardati, Patrick Leontowicz, Mitch Olson, Keith Macaulay, Alex Joseph.

Thank you
to our volunteer
firefighters!
RHC Insurance
Brokers

250-358-2617
New Denver

Congratulations
on a job well done!
from
The Village
of
New Denver
250-358-2316

A HUGE THANK YOU FROM THE NEW DENVER RESCUE SOCIETY!

We would like to thank the members of the public and the many organizations who supported this year’s fundraising efforts.
Thanks to your generous support, we were able to purchase several pieces of equipment to help us perform rescues,
including a FLIR thermal imaging camera and a new rescue truck with accessory items.
Special thanks to:
• Columbia Basin Trust
• Village of New Denver
• Village of Silverton
• Area H Director Walter Popoff

New rescue truck, recently purchased by the New Denver Rescue Society.

• Silverton Community Club
• Slocan Lake Arena Society
• New Market Foods
• The Valley Voice

FLIR thermal imaging camera

And last but not least, we thank our local community members. Without your support, none of this would be possible.

Fire Safety for Kids Program offered in Nakusp
submitted
The Nakusp and District
Volunteer Fire Department is
offering local kindergarten to
Grade 5 students the opportunity
to participate in an educational
fire safety program designed to
prevent fire-related injuries and
fatalities.
Produced by Gateway
Community Safety Net, Fire
Safety for Kids is a 116-page book
that features information on how
to avoid fire, plan an escape route
from your home and what to do if
fire breaks out.
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It also offers health and first aid
information, along with important
safety tips for parents, teachers,
and babysitters.
Also included is an educational
DVD that features animated
characters, interactive games,
and quizzes. It connects to the
Community Safety Net website,
where kids can enter online
contests and win great prizes.
The materials have been
provided thanks to the generous
support of local businesses and
organizations.
House fires are the third

leading cause of death among
children – mostly as a result of
smoke inhalation. Kids start 30 per
cent of these fires. Such sobering
statistics illustrate the need for fire
safety education among young
people.
Nakusp’s Fire Prevention
Team would like to thank local
businesses, organizations and
families for their continued support
of fire prevention education at
Nakusp Elementary School, which
has been ongoing for several years.
Fire Prevention Week this year
is October 9 -15.

The Valley Voice wishes
to acknowledge the
bravery and selfsacrifice of our local
volunteer firefighters

Thank
you to the
brave men
and women of our
local volunteer fire
departments
1007 Hwy 23 • Nakusp, BC
250-265-4577

J & S Snacks

thanks our local volunteer
firefighters
Fauquier, BC • 269-7234

Box Lake Lumber

Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department L to R: Greg Bobicki, Chad Cormack, Tom Zeleznik, Rory McLeod, Gord Hogaboam, James Peterson, Reg Gustafson
(deputy chief). Missing: Terry Warren (chief), Bill Regner (captain), Richard Cann (captain), Art Olson (lieutenant), Len Gustafson (lieutenant), Gordy
Matchett, Arnie Herridge, Bob Cann, Dean Zanier, Tim Fox, Karolina Moskal, David Scambler, Brad Gibson, Paul Tithecott, Didace Wilcott, Harry Anderson.

Fauquier Volunteer Fire Department L to R: Jamie Coates, Daryl Henke, Beverley Darnell, Derek Shiell, John Banta (chief), Bud Cope, Syd
Welch, Denise Douglas, Laurence Charles-Lundaahl. Missing: Dobby Bissell (financial officer), Ed McGinnis (deputy chief), Leslie McDonald.

Thank you to our
local Volunteer fire
departments for
keeping our
communities
safe from
harm

Scot Norsemen Enterprises
Nakusp • BC

Our Volunteer
Firefighters are
the finest!
Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic
84 Broadway • Nakusp

Thank you to
our volunteer
firefighters!

302 Broadway • Nakusp, BC

250-265-3444

Thanks our local
volunteer firemen
for their brave
community service

Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4767

wishes to acknowledge
the tremendous
contribution that
volunteer firefighters
make to our
communities!
95 6th Ave NW • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4155

Nakusp
Glass

308 Broadway • Nakusp • 250-265-2226

Wishes to thank the
brave men &
women of our
local volunteer
fire departments.

Our
volunteer
fire
fighters
are the
best!
201 Broadway • Nakusp, BC
250-265-3252

Thank you to
the volunteer
fire people in the
Arrow Lakes

We appreciate the hard
work and long hours of
our volunteer fire-fighters

Thanks for
keeping our
homes and
businesses
safe!

Wood Fire
Pizza
N’ more

312 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-0060

Volunteer
firefighters are
the backbone of our
communities!

Hwy 6 • Nakusp • 250-265-4012

Nakusp Centennial Golf
Club
thanks
our local
volunteer
firefighters for their
fine community service
Hwy 6 • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4531

Salutes the brave Men &
Women of our local
volunteer fire departments!
You make our
community a better place.
Nakusp, BC • 265-4060
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We wish to thank
the members of our
local volunteer fire
departments for
their dedication and
courage!
KMC KOOTRAC • 359-5033

Salutes the brave Men
& Women of our local
volunteer fire departments!
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Hlookoff Bulldozing
& Excavating
wishes to thank the men
& women that volunteer in
our local fire departments

Crescent Valley • 250-359-7460

Thanks to all
the Valley
firefighters!

Slocan Volunteer Fire Department Front row: Sean Hamilton, Tim Hill, Chris Deighton, Rosco. Back row: John Gates, Philip Gorin, Don Steen, Wayne
Hockley, Laurie Hill, Kevin Marr. Missing: Rick Bergmann, Craig Roussain, Mike Winfield, Ann Weir, Perry Weir, Reid Popoff, Chris Langton, Tom Krznric.

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Winlaw Volunteer Fire Department Front row: Fred Dutoff, Ashton Wollenberg, Rob Bilton, Peggy Frith, Steph Whitney, Dean Spankie, Katelin
Fehr. Back row: Jayden Fehr, Ryan Verigin, Greg Bachelder, James Franklin, Alisha and Jon Wollenberg. Missing: Wolfgang Teiner, Ryan
Bachelder, Wendy Wapple, Jason McVean, Joe DeSousa, Steve Balogh, Jim Mattinson.

Passmore Volunteer Fire Department Front Row: Dave Halliday (assistant chief), Lance Hall (lieutenant), Bill Hillary (captain), Craig Sapriken (acting deputy chief).
Middle Row: Derek Murphy, Clayton Thompson, Gord Ihlen (chief), Chris Hiebert, Denise LeMoyne deMartigny. Back Row: Grant Harding (lieutenant), Ed Grant,
David Collin, Peter Kabel, Rob Babic. Missing: Tracy Skead (deputy chief), Nathan Mikkelson (lieutenant), Alex Kinakin, Darren Metcalfe, Krista Nenn, Luc Vreys.

Walter Popoff

We honour the
men and women of
our volunteer fire
departments

Crescent Valley Volunteer Fire department Front row: Brodi Bissett, Ethan Bissett, Kyle Zarchikoff, Morley Lambe-Taul, Glenn Leidloff (deputy
chief). Back row: Tyler Chernenkoff, Clayton Roy (training officer); Geoff Gaudet. Missing: Carl Nord (chief), Chris Carlson (assistant chief), Tyler
Niminiken (training officer), Scott Wikman (safety officer), Rob Postnikoff, Brent Sherbinin, Frank Kootnikoff, Ryan Byrne, Adam Lebel, Cameron Smart.

Celebrating
the
dedication
of our
community
firefighters!
3014 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park, BC
250-226-7212

Katrine Conroy, MLA,
Kootenay West
2 - 1006 3rd St. Castlegar
250-304-2783

Thank you to the volunteers of our
local fire departments for keeping
our communities safe

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922
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The Valley Voice wishes
to acknowledge the
bravery and selfsacrifice of our local
volunteer firefighters

Kaslo
Mohawk
would like to
THANK YOU
for your commitment
to our community.
Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department Front row: Patrick Guy (captain), Dustan Tyers, Mel Funk, Malaika Williams, Amanda Badry, Kris Anderson, Doug Yee,
Mike Guttensohn (captain), Larry Badry (chief). Middle Row: Ernst Huber, Franz Kocher, Orion Cooper, Kevin Smith, Tania Seafoot, Marc Duchesne (deputy
chief). Back Row: Dillon Remple, Nikko Bekker, Dayton Howard. Missing: Eli Bukowski, Bryan MacMillan, Bud Garrett, Jay Kristianson, and Alec Moore.

Eric’s
Meat
Market

We salute our local
heroes.
Thanks for everything
you do.

The
Village of
Kaslo

Doug & Denise & staff want
to thank the local volunteer
fire departments for keeping
our communities safe!

405 - 4th Street Kaslo

Our volunteer fire
departments are a
reflection of
the strength
of our
communities
You’re doing a great job

5722 Hwy 6 • 250-226-7282

Thank you to the volunteer
firefighters of Kaslo & District
for your continued
dedication and effort!

425 Front Street • Kaslo

Thank you to both the
Kaslo Volunteer Fire
Department and to
volunteer firefighters in the
Ainsworth and Lardeau
Valley portions of Area D
for continuing to protect
us and our communities.

Kaslo
Automotive

thanks our local volunteer
firefighters for their dedication
and commitment

– Andy Shadrack,
Director Area D

Kaslo Volunteer
Firefighters
are the best!
Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

404 Front St • Kaslo
250-353-2880

Volunteer firefighters - the
bravest among us
Lucky us in Kaslo,
we’ve got YOU!
A heartfelt thank
you from Sunnyside Naturals

THE RDCK THANKS ALL OF OUR
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
MEMBERS FOR THEIR DEDICATION
AND COMMITMENT!
Balfour/Harrop • Beasley • Blewett • Canyon/Lister
Crescent Valley • North Shore • Ootischenia •
Pass Creek • Passmore • Riondel • Robson
Slocan Valley • Tarrys • Winlaw
Wynndel/Lakeview
Yahk/Kingsgate
Ymir

Volunteer Firefighters –
What would we do without you?

Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed
Bath • Walls
Home décor
Kootenay Style
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

Volunteer
firefighters
save lives!

408 Front St, Kaslo

(250) 353-2566

The Valley Voice has a new email
address:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
The old email address, valleyvoice@netidea.com,
will continue to function until further notice.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IS OCTOBER 9 – 15, 2011
Now Recruiting Volunteer Firefighters!
Contact your local fire department or the
Regional District of Central Kootenay.

1-800-268-RDCK(7325)
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Announcements

LOTS NEW AT WILLOW HOME
Gallery, Kaslo. Great kitchen gadgets!
Beautiful canvas prints at unbelievable
prices! 250-353-2257.
CORNUCOPIA – THE NATURAL
CHOICE Supports Local Farmers.
McIntyre Farm is now harvesting Potatoes,
Beans, Garlic, Cabbage and more to come.
Visit us at 422 Front Street, Kaslo. 250-3532594. www.cornucopiakaslo.com.
NEW DENVER STRONGSTART
welcomes families with their children ages
0 - 5 years to our drop-in, play-based early
learning program at Lucerne School. Our
new hours are: Mondays 5 pm-8 pm (gym
night), Tues & Thurs: 2 pm-5 pm, Wed &
Fri: 9 am-12 pm. Please contact Charlene
Alexander, ECE at 250 358 7768 for more
information.
JOIN US in celebrating 30 years of
handcrafting and textiles in our heritage
schoolhouse at Perry Siding, on Hwy 6
halfway between Winlaw and Slocan. Show
of members’ work, splendid raffle quilt on
display, demonstrations and classes: come
and check it out!

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Call for artists

SEASONAL TREASURES - Craft
Connection & Gallery 378’s Christmas
Show. Unique, hand-made work.
Submission Deadline - October 25. More
info at craftconnection.org or 250-352-3006.

Card of thanks

FAT FROG RESTAURANT would like
to thank all of our patrons for supporting us
this season. I would also like to express my
gratitude to my family, staff and the Slocan
Lake Golf Club for all the help and support.
Fat Frog wishes you a great winter and will
re-open its doors mid April. Merci.
THE BOARD of the New Denver Hospice
Society would like to thank everyone who
helped us at the Garlic Festival. Year after
year, Ron and Allan help set up our booth,
so special thanks to them and to the many,
many community BAKERS who donate

CLASSIFIED ADS

their wonderful goodies so that we have
something to sell. Again, we had a very
successful fundraiser. All monies raised
support the Hospice room and training for
volunteers allowing the society to provide
end of life comfort in our community.
THE KASLO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE would like to belatedly
thank the Kaslo Hotel for their continuing
support of both local talent and village
businesses this past summer with the
creation of the first ever Kaslo Folk
Festival. A great deal of time and energy
went into bringing together many of our
gifted musicians and we hope that, with
the support of our village, this will become
a popular annual event. Amazing job John
and Susan and their organizer Leanne
Winsor! The hotel must also be thanked
for organizing and generously supporting
the return of our Canada Day fireworks.
It is efforts like these that make Kaslo a
wonderful place to live and visit!
THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY
of supporters from Sinixt Barter Fair: We
would like to take this opportunity to send out
a heartfelt thank you to all of our wonderful
community support that made this year’s 7th
Annual Sinixt Barter Fair in Vallican a huge

success! Thank you to our participants and
attendees for your enthusiasm and positivity.
The volunteer support was amazing (you
know who you are), this event would not be
possible without this great show of service.
Thank you to all of the local businesses that
contributed food, gifts, materials and services:
Papa Roots (Sound), Gaia Tree Whole Foods,
Jerry the drum-maker, Little Slocan Lodge,
Vallican Whole Community Centre, Cedar
Creek Cafe, Winlaw Minimart, Jennie’s
Garden, Kenyon McGee Legal Services,
Earth Spirit, Rosewater Massage, Lotus Moon
Massage, Collette Venier, RMT, Ben BrownSynergy Therapeutics, Power Essentials, Lala
Creations, Safire, Dean Wall-primitive skills,
Nadine Pluzak, Theresa Lewis, Tim Gorton,
BC Spirit Soaps, Save-On Foods, Belicious
Chocolate, Harvest, Erin Wright, Garden
Graces, Urban Legends, Oso Negro, Ellison’s
Market, Railway Meats, Fisherman’s Market,
Safeway, Walmart, MacIntyre Farm, Cedar
Creek Farm, Mountain Seed Co. Farm,
Biggest Little Fruit Stand, White Crow
Farm, Gaia Rising, Abacus Beads, Fairy’s
Pajamas, Dominion Cafe, Revived Wax, The
Royal, Big Cranium Designs, Maplerose,
Urban Outfitters, Pablo and Sara, Preserved
Seed, Royal Espresso, Booksmyth, Cloud
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Nine, Brandy, Still Eagle, Sacred Journey,
Otter Books, Full Circle, Cottons Clothing
Co, Global Underground, Snap Botanicals,
Grasshopper Juice Bar, Isis Essentials, Our
Glass, Sacred Ride, Eddy’s Music, Tribute,
Valhalla Pure, Darwin’s, Max the Jeweller,
Hume Hotel, Perry Ridge Water Users
Association. With such an abundance of
support, we hope we have included everyone
who contributed. Thank you to the ones not
mentioned.
-Lim Limpt from the Sinixt Family

Coming Events

REGISTER NOW! 2011 Kaslo Rainbow
Derby. Remembrance Day weekend. Early
Bird Draw Oct 11. www.kaslorainbowderby.
weebly.com.
HALLOWEEN DANCE October 29 Legion
Hall, Slocan. BAND: NO EXCUSE starting at
9 pm. Tickets $15 at Mountain Valley Station,
Slocan or phone 250-355-2672. Prizes for
costumes. Food available. No minors.
BOTTLE DRIVE Valhalla Wilderness
Program. Saturday, October 8, 9 am to 1
pm. Between Passmore and Slocan. Call
ahead 250-355-2212.
BALLROOM FOR BEGINNERS Wednesdays 7:30 Health Centre Gym.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

708 Hwy 3A, Nelson, BC V1L 6M6
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

Sliding Scale - Mobile Service

Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

DAY SPA
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

BREWING
Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay!

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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Starts October 5 - seven sessions. Info:
250-358-2448.
LATIN CARDIO Now on Wednesdays
at 5:15 - 6:15 pm. Elevate your heart rate,
learn dance steps, tone muscles, have fun.
Health Centre Gym in New Denver. Dropin welcome. 358-2448.
BOOK LAUNCH for Kaslo Lifewriters
story collection - Free event at Kaslo Public
Library October 11, 7 pm. Come listen,
share and get signed copies of our newly
published memoir book about community
connections in the Kaslo area.
LOCAL AUTHORS READ at Slocan
Community Library. Margo Talbot presents
her inspiring real-life story All that Glitters
Saturday, October 15 at 1 pm. Rita Moir
shares The Third Crop, a historical journey of
the Slocan Valley, Sunday, November 6, 1 pm.
PARENTS WITH CHILDREN ages 0-2
are invited to join the Parent-Child Mother
Goose Program. Interactive rhymes, stories,
songs. Thursdays, (starting Oct.13), 10-11
am, Knox Hall, New Denver.
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM
– Saturday, October 29, 7:00 pm, Hidden
Garden Gallery. New members welcome.
THE AGM FOR SLOCAN LAKE
GALLERY will be held Sunday, October 23
at 2 pm at the Gallery. Please attend, enjoy
refreshments, renew your membership,

vote in the new board and stay for a short
round table meeting about the renovations
intended for the Gallery. Community input is
important. Any treasurers out there willing to
be part of our board? Also, Come and enjoy
the fine music performances of Elaine Ryan
and Melissa Bandura (from Vancouver) on
Saturday, October 15 at 8 pm. $10.
T H E S L O C A N L A K E E A R LY
LEARNING Society Annual General
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October
18, 2011 at 7 pm at Lucerne School, New
Denver. Everyone welcome!
VENDORS WANTED for ‘CHRISTMAS
IN THE VALLEY’ CRAFT FAIRE to be
held on November 20 at the Legion Hall,
502 Harold St. in Slocan. Phone 250-3552672 for application. Everyone Welcome.
MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC are
invited to the 2011 SLOCAN LAKE
STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY AGM
on October 16, 2 pm, at the Silverton
Memorial Hall, Silverton, BC. SLSS is
pleased to have as guest speaker Heather
Leschied: ‘Lake Windermere Water
Stewardship: Linking Science to Action.’
Come and view New Maps and Video of
the lake shoreline. Renew Memberships.
Refreshments will be served.
SECURE THE SHORE Restoration
Project invites volunteers for a planting party
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to help plant native species below Bellevue.
Friday, October 7 at noon and Saturday,
October 8 at 11:00. Snacks and refreshments.
MANDALA EXPRESSIVE PAINTING
Workshop: Wednesday, October 12, 2011
6:30-9:30 pm. $25 Access your inner
wisdom and resources through the creative
process of conscious art-making. Facilitated
by Sue Mistretta, M.A., Expressive Arts
Therapist/Facilitator. Call 358-2177.

Employment wanted

C E RT I F I E D H O M E S U P P O RT
WORKER available from Nakusp to Slocan.
Please email homesupportworker@live.com.

For rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from Nakusp.
On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. Available.
$750/month. 250-575-8867 or 250-265-4914.
ONE BDR CABIN on the waterfront in
Nakusp. No smokers, no pets, quiet person.
$550/month plus util. 250-675-2661 or
250-265-1149.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE near
Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny, valley views.
Suitable 2 people. www.merryproperties.com
$795/mo. 250-226-0034.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home,
2 bathrooms, acreage, appliances, electric
heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak. 40
minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no

smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168. Sonja.
STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE for rent.
Boats, Trailers, Campers, etc. 250-358-2563.
1 or 2 BDR RENTAL available
immediately in shared house, for the winter.
Contact Angie at 250-551-5457 for details.
FOR RENT – 1BDR UNIT New Building,
55+ Housing in Nakusp, Office 250-2652020 or www.arrowtarian.com.
OLDER 2 BDR HOUSE on Nakusp
waterfront suitable for a couple. Kitchen/
laundry appliances, oil furnace, partly
furnished. $700/month. Contact Bert 250956-3863 before 9 pm.
SPACIOUS & MODERN 2 bedroom
apartment in Silverton available for rent,
preferably December 1 but November 1
possible. $800/mo plus hydro, phone and
internet extra. Includes, W & D, dishwasher,
air conditioning & a great view. Seeking
quiet, responsible and non-smoking tenants.
Call 358-2177.
FOR RENT IN NEW DENVER - Single
wide 3 bedroom trailer. Addition with
woodstove, carport. F/S. $700/month plus
hydro and heat.

Found

FOUND: WRENCHES, Thursday,
September 29 on Hwy 3A near Kalesnikoff log
yard. Owner describe to claim. 250-358-7171.

Garage Sale
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MOVING SALE (inside). October 7, 8
and 9. 11:00 am-4:00 pm. 1008 10A Ave.,
New Denver (Denver Siding Rd.).

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. *
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
YOGAAT THE DOMES – Rejuvenate your
spirit! Drop in classes – Monday morning
9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 3:30-5.

Help Wanted

peacock
collective

PEACOCK COLLECTIVE IS
HIRING! Casual work available to the
right person. Must be a perfectionist with
an eye for detail, enthusiastic, physically
fit and committed to love the varied
work. Must have reliable transportation.
For more details please visit www.
peacockcollective.ca. Interested? Mail
your resume and hand written cover letter
to: Sondra @ Peacock Collective, Box
296, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0. Thank you
for your interest and have a great day!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Castlegar
250-304-2911
• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build
HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY
100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm
& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the
2012 season!

Design & Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@
columbiawireless.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Bergevin Electrical
Inc.

Free Estimates. Certified,
Licenced, And Insured
Serving New Denver, Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

Sondra Krajewski

Please call
250-358-7172
or 250-354-4171
and leave a message

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

J.C. Roofing Company

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Specializing in Timber Framing

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

250-265-4525

Indoor Garden
Supplies

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Nakusp
Redi Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

Simon Bamber, AScT, ROWP.
Civil Technology Consultant
Septic Systems
Water Systems
Subdivisions,
Land Development
Project Management
Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767

si@bambertech.com
www.bambertech.com
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Mobile homes

1972 12’ x 60’ TRAILER (2 bedrooms), 8’
x 10’ addition, 8’ x 10’ deck. Storage shed
with electricity. Newer roof. Energy Pacific
woodstove. Dishwasher, fridge, stove,
washer and dryer (newer). Must sell or rent
by winter. Phone Sharon Hill, 250-358-2389.
68’ mobile, 2 bdrms, 9x20 addition,
sundecks, sunken living room, 5 appliances. #4 217 Zacks Rd, Nakusp. $75,000. 250-265-1730.
1979 SAFEWAY, 14 x 70, 2 bdr, ensuite
bathroom, built-in fireplace, 5 appliances,
Nakusp. $37,800 obo. 250-265-4098. Cell
265-1428.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.
LOOKING FOR OLD FRIENDS.
Anyone with information about Suzanne/

Simone Johnson or Cathy/Sara Johnson
or Lillian Johnson, formerly of Salt Spring
Island, please contact Brad at 403-701-0075
or email brad@failsafecanada.com.
DID YOU BUY A GARLIC BRAID from
The Intentional Peasants at the Hills Garlic
Festival? We have discovered that some braids
may have problems with mold. If you have
found bad bulbs on your braid, please contact us:
intentionalpeasants@gmail.com 250-269-7595.
NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 will
be holding its Fall Grant-in-Aid Session on
Wednesday, October 19th, 2011. Any nonprofit organization wanting to apply for a
grant should submit the proper application
to Box 293, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
Application forms are available from the
Village of New Denver, the Village of
Silverton and Lucerne School. Please note
that the appropriate form must be used or
the application will not be considered. The

Meat Cutting BAKERY
Legendary Meats

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

100% organic
sourdough bread
baked in a traditional
wood-fired bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

deadline for the application to be submitted
is Friday, October 14, 2011. Any application
received after that date will not be accepted.

Obituary

GORDON BROOKFIELD, long-time new
Denver resident and Village councillor, died
suddenly on Friday, September 23 at age 85.
Gordon was born near Manchester,
England on October 13, 1925. He studied
mechanical engineering at the University of
Manchester and then went into the British
aviation industry. With his first wife, Barbara
Latimer-Needham, he spent two years at the
University of Toronto earning his MBA. After
returning to England in 1954, the couple had
three sons, Gary (1954), William (1956) and
Keith (1958).
In 1964, the family immigrated to Canada,
settling in Kelowna. Here Gordon continued
his career as an engineer, businessman and real
estate developer. After separating from Barbara,
Gordon met Lorna Obermayr of Pocatello,
Idaho in 1978. After a long-distance relationship
lasting a decade, Gordon and Lorna married and
moved to New Denver in 1988.

Both Gordon and Lorna became very
involved in the community, in Gordon’s case,
as councillor of the Village of New Denver from
1990 to 2008. He also represented the region on
the Municipal Insurance Association of British
Columbia for over a decade.
Lorna died of cancer in February 2009.
After selling his house last summer, Gordon
moved to Nakusp. But he missed New Denver
and all the people he knew there, and was hoping
to move back. His family is especially grateful
for all the support that Gordon received from
his friends and neighbours in New Denver over
the last few years.
Gordon is survived by his sons, Gary in
Los Angeles, William in Enderby, Keith in
Creston, and by his brother Kenneth in North
Vancouver.

Real Estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner.
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and
equipment for construction available.
Rosebery – property borders provincial
park. Temporary living quarters in place.
Asking $130,000. Call Ron 250-358-2865.
69.86 ACRES - Older growth forest with
year round creek and many building sites
with southern exposure make this a great
family investment. Sustainable living can
be yours at this hide away near Silverton
BC. Priced to sell at $355,000. Call Larry
@ Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.
2 1/2 Kms west of Ferry/
Balfour. Marina/RV parking on site.
Year-round fishing, golf /seasonal sports on
your doorstep. Country club living 3+BR
w 1 bath, heated workshop, a/c, new gas
furnace/HW, 4 new appliances/landscaped
@ Lakeshore Place- Adult MH park. Pad
rent 326/mo. 250-229-4563.
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Rental wanted

RESPONSIBLE, QUIET, employed
woman with tiny (2kg) mature clean lap
dog seeking affordable rental home/apt/
cabin in Nakusp area November 1-April 1
or longer term. Please call 250 777-1974.

Wanted

LOOKING FOR A RIDE from New
Denver to Vancouver and back in October
after Thanksgiving. Will share expenses.
Please contact Andrew 250-358-7985.

Slocan Valley Recreation

PUTTING ON A FACE - Mask making
fun with Tim: Thurs., Oct. 6-27, 2:15 to
3:45. Winlaw.
FALL NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY- Sat.,
Oct.15, with Colin Payne. MSSS.
FALL COLORS BIKE RIDE - Sun., Oct
16, Meet at noon at the new trailhead in
South Slocan.
MEN’S BASKETBALL - Mon., Oct.
17-Dec. 19, 7:30-9:30 at MSSS.
ISRAELI FOLKDANCE - Tues., Oct.
18-Nov. 22. Winlaw. With Haya Maor.
WOODWORKING FOR WOMEN
- Tues., Oct. 18-Nov. 22 at MSSS
woodworking shop.
A STEP INTO CHINA - Travel talk and
slide presentation by Noam Ash, Thurs.,
Oct. 20. Slocan Park Hall, 7 pm.
SCULPTING THE PERFECT
PUMPKIN - David Ducharme shows
the way at Sissies, Oct. 22 10 am-3 pm.
WOOL DYING BASICS - Sun., Oct.
23,Thread’s Guild.
SWIMMING LESSONS - Castlegar Pool
Swim Bus lessons start Nov. 8.

226-0008

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Wed - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor
Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

358-2267

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED:

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

RECREATION

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

LOCATED IN ROSEBERY, BC

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

FALL HOURS 4
NIGHTS A WEEK!
THURS FRI SAT SUN 5-9 PM

Slocan Village Market

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The Cup
and
Saucer Café
Silverton, BC

Soup, Stews,
Meat Pies, Treats
and Great Coffee

358-7744

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

USED GOODS
The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads
get noticed in
the Valley Voice

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY

October 5, 2011 The Valley Voice

DeGrace launches fourth novel
submitted
Encompassing more than a century
and covering the country from sea to
sea, Nelson author Anne DeGrace’s
new novel was an ambitious project.
DeGrace launches Flying with Amelia
(McArthur & Co) at the Nelson Public
Library on Friday, October 7 at 7:30
pm.
“I love Canadian history, and I’m
fascinated with how the events in the
history books affected regular folks,
just living their lives,” DeGrace says.
“I’ve played with this idea before, but I
wanted to cover a lot of territory, and to
offer different personal views through
the window of history.”
In Flying with Amelia, the

Life
Matters

with Debbie
Pereversoff

RED ALERT:
“Uncle Sam” is
after you!

There has been some very
important information that has come
to light in recent weeks – especially
for many of our local residents who
are of American descent, now living
in Canada.
Yes, Good Old “Uncle Sam”
is after you and you had better pay
close attention as to how this may
affect you.
Contrary to the Canadian tax
system, which is based on residency,
the United States tax system is
based on one’s citizenship as well
as residence. Under the US tax laws
ALL American citizens, whether
US residents or green card holders,
have a statutory obligation to file
their tax returns in the United States,
regardless of their place of residence.
The IRS is cracking down on
Americans who hide money offshore
to avoid paying US taxes. This
ultimately affects as many as a million
Canadians because Canada is home to
more dual US citizens than any other
country. Many have lived, worked
and paid taxes in Canada for their
entire working lives. Others may not
even know they are Americans. For
example, anyone born in the US to
Canadian parents is almost certainly
an American. Children of dual USCanadian parents living in Canada
are also considered American.
The United States, unlike
virtually every other country, requires
Americans to continue reporting
their worldwide income to the IRS,
regardless of where they live and
work.
It’s perfectly legal, of course,
for Americans to hold accounts in
other countries. But the IRS requires
annual disclosure, and failure to
do so amounts to tax evasion. The
US Congress enacted these laws to
address perceived tax abuse by US
persons through the use of offshore
accounts.
RRSPs, RRIFs & penalties:
RRSPs and RRIFs are an area
where there is a clear difference
between the Canadian and US

descendents of an Irish immigrant
family scatter across the country.
From St. John’s Newfoundland to
BC and north to the Beaufort Sea, the
story weaves the identity of a young
Canada. The breadth and scope of
the novel demanded authenticity in
terms of voice and cultural nuance, a
challenge DeGrace found engaging,
and, if occasionally daunting, always
exciting.
“Research can be pretty addictive,
especially when it puts you in touch
with interesting people and their
stories. Closest to home were chapters
that took place in Ottawa during the
FLQ crisis – my hometown – and New
Denver, when the Sons of Freedom

Doukhobor children were forced
to attend school,” she says. “The
famous pilot Amelia Earhart serves
as a metaphor for courage and hope
as she caught the imagination of the
world – and the characters in the title
chapter – in the 1930s.”
“Really, the book is part
intergenerational tale, part six-degreesof-separation, with small-world
moments throughout. I hope readers
will find a lot they can relate to.”
This is DeGrace’s fourth novel,
following Treading Water (2005),
last year’s One Book, One Kootenay
winner, Wind Tails (2007), and
Sounding Line, (2009). She has coauthored regional photographic books

reporting requirements.
Under US tax law, US citizens or
residents owning a Canadian RRSP
or RRIF must report any income
and gain earned within their RRSP
or RRIF on a yearly basis; not when
the income is withdrawn as is the case
under Canadian tax laws.
To avoid double-taxation, the
Canada-US Tax Treaty allows for an
election in the US citizen’s tax return
to defer recognition of the income
earned and gains until such income
or gain is withdrawn from the subject
RRSP or RRIF.
However, to take advantage of
that election, the US person must
file his or her tax return on time and
failure to do so may result in losing
the right to make that and other
similarly important elections.
FBAR reporting:
If you are an American citizen
or resident with financial accounts
or assets here in Canada whose
aggregate values exceed $10,000 or
$50,000 respectively, you need to
know the acronyms FBAR (Report of
Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts
Act) and FATCA (Foreign Account
Tax Compliance Act).
The laws require individual
taxpayers and foreign financial
institutions to report to the IRS
account information, including the
name, address taxpayer ID number,
account number and account values.
I have personally assisted a
few of my high net-worth clients in
completing the FBAR report, which
is due on June 30 of each year. Keep
in mind, this is not an income tax
filing – it is an information return
filing. Nevertheless, the penalties
for failure to report are quite severe:
non-willful failure to file is $10,000
– willful failure to file is the greater
of $100,000 or 50% of the value of
your Canadian accounts. No penalty
is assessed if the IRS determines a late
filing was due to reasonable cause.
US tax filing obligations are often
misunderstood or simply ignored by
US citizens living in Canada. Ignoring
or delaying the filing requirements
places one at tremendous risk. The
consequences of being held liable
for failure to file a tax return in
the US will result in additional
taxes, penalties and interest to be
paid as well as other unforeseeable
consequences. We honestly don’t
know to what extent the IRS may go,
but there is always the potential risk
of being disallowed from entering the

States or risk of incarceration.
Ottawa has protested to the
Obama administration that the law
goes too far and may violate Canadian
banking and privacy laws. But the
US appears determined to press on.
Many Canadian financial institutions
are already starting to track customers
they believe may have ties to the US.
That could leave many Americans
living here in the uneasy position of
either hiding their US roots from their
Canadian financial institutions, or
being found later by the IRS.
If you are a US citizen living in
Canada, we highly recommend you
seek professional tax advice as to
your US tax situation and personal
obligations. Please make every effort
required to disclose your financial
holdings and meet all deadlines for
filings.
Debbie Pereversoff, CFP, CPCA
is a financial planner with Assante
Financial Management Ltd. and
her company The Affolter Financial
Group Inc., in Castlegar.
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(Ward Creek Press), including the
popular Nelson book, now in its
third edition. She has illustrated

several children’s books for Polestar
Press, Bluefield books, and Polestar
Calendars.

submitted
Nicotine replacement therapies
(gum and patches) are now available
at no cost and smoking cessation
prescription drugs (Champix and Zyban)
are covered under PharmaCare.
By calling HealthLink BC at 8-1-1
and registering for the smoking cessation
program, BC smokers who are covered
by MSP and who wish to quit will be able
to receive free nicotine gum or patches
either by mail or at their local community
pharmacy once they receive a reference
number from HealthLink BC.
Eligible BC residents can receive
a single continuous course of treatment
lasting up to 12 consecutive weeks with
either a prescription smoking cessation
drug or an NRT product once every
calendar year.
Smokers are encouraged to visit
www.health.gov.bc.ca/pharmacare/
stop-smoking/ and www.quitnow.ca to

plan their quit first. The BC smoking
cessation program will be available
to smokers anytime after Sept. 30, so
smokers can choose to register whenever
they are really ready to quit.
The cost of the program is an
estimated $15 million to $25 million
depending on the number of individuals
who use the program.
The cost of smoking to the BC
economy is approximately $2.3 billion
annually, including $605 million for
direct health-care costs.
While BC has the lowest smoking
rate in Canada at 14.3 percent, there
are approximately 550,000 British
Columbians who smoke. An estimated
70 per cent of smokers in BC want to
quit. QuitNow Services offers British
Columbian smokers help to quit smoking
24 hours a day at www.quitnow.ca.
Telephone quitline – now available by
calling 8-1-1.

BC rolls out program to help smokers quit

Woodbury
Resort &
Marina

Rainbow
Derby

October 8th to October 10th
First $1500.00
Second $750.00
Third $500.00
Entry Fee $30.00

Awards Party - 1:00 pm,
October 10th
Refreshments • Door
Prizes Galore

Tickets on Sale at
Woodbury Resort,
JB’s Pub, Gill & Gift,
Balfour, Barren Fly
& Tackle, Kaslo and
on the East Shore at
the Wynndel Store
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COMMUNITY

Slocan Community Library to host area authors
submitted
Two new books have been
launched by Slocan Valley authors
in the past few months and the
community is gathering to celebrate.
In the weeks ahead, the Slocan
Community Library would like to
invite everyone to readings by these
authors – one a personal journey,

while the other reveals the journey
of the Slocan Valley – at the Harold
Street location (Main Street).
On Saturday, October 15 at 1 pm,
Margo Talbot will discuss and read
from All That Glitters: A Climber’s
Journey through Addiction and
Depression (Sono Nis Press). Talbot
is a world-renowned ice climber with

a compelling story of healing and
self-discovery.
Bill Phillips, New York Times
best selling author of Body-forLIFE, said Margo’s book was an
inspirational real-life story that
“shows us that our lives’ biggest
challenges can also be our greatest
opportunities for personal growth,
transformation and enlightenment.”

The second event is scheduled
for Sunday, November 6 at 1 pm, the
day after we turn our clocks back for
the annual time change. Rita Moir
will talk about and read from The
Third Crop (Sono Nis Press).
This fascinating work of nonfiction is Moir’s fourth book, and is
about life in the Slocan Valley from
the late 1800s through the 1940s.
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It contains many clear, previously
unpublished photos belonging to
local families and anecdotal stories
about life in that era.
Both books, published by
Sono Nis Press of Winlaw, will be
available for purchase.
Admission to the readings is by
donation. The library can be reached
at 250-355-2355.

Funding from the Heritage Credit Union for the Slocan Valley Early Childhood Council’s ‘Networks for New Parents’ will raise awareness of the
free money available from the federal government through the Canada Education Savings Grant and Canada Learning Bond.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Rail trail fall colours bike ride
submitted
What better way to enjoy the
changing of the seasons than going
for a ride along the historic Slocan
Valley Rail Trail?
O n S u n d a y, O c t o b e r 1 6
beginning at noon, the Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail Society (SVHTS)
would like to invite cyclists of
all ages to come join them on an
enjoyable ride along a portion of
the 52-kilometre long former CP
Rail Trail.
Fall brings out that late flash of
colour that can turn an enjoyable
ride into an explosion of hues and
textures.
The ride this year will begin and
end at the new southernmost terminus

of the Rail Trail on Highway 3A in
South Slocan opposite the Dam Inn.
From there cyclists ride north for
approximately eight kilometres to
below the area know as Kosiancic’s
Hill, where they’ll find volunteers
of the SVHTS waiting with
refreshments.
Catch up on the latest Rail Trail
news, meet old friends and discover
new ones – it’s sure to be a magical
day. They will also bring the electricassist bikes along for those who may
wish to experience them.
Dress for the weather, bring a
water bottle and donations for the
SVHTS will always be gratefully
accepted. For more information
phone 355-2397 or 226-0008.

Mountain Power, a raffle quilt created by members of the Slocan Valley Threads Guild, will be on display at the
Threads Guild Open House on Sunday, October 16, from 1 to 4 pm. The event celebrates the Threads Guild
30th anniversary, and features a display of members’ work, demonstrations, and sharing of activities at the Guild.

More Classified Advertising
Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

