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South Slocan company takes over Meadow Creek Cedar’s forest licence
by Jan McMurray
A solution has been found for
the troubled Meadow Creek Cedar
forest licence, which has been under
suspension since the end of February due
to the company’s very poor performance
in meeting its silviculture and road
building and maintenance obligations.
The forest licence is in the process
of being transferred to a local family
business out of South Slocan.
The Kanigan family, fourth
generation sawmillers in the Slocan
Valley, have just formed a new land and
timber management company to take
on the Meadow Creek Cedar licence.
The family owns three other companies
– Gold Island Forest Products, Sentinel
Enterprises and Selkirk Truss.
An agreement is in place as of
October 15 that gives the new Kanigan
company the exclusive right to conduct
forestry operations under the licence.
This is the first step in the transfer of
ownership of the licence to the company.
“The agreement has effectively
removed the current owner from any
involvement with the management of
the licence,” explained Trevor Kanigan,
general manager of the South Slocan
group of companies.
The current owner retains ownership
of the mill and other Meadow Creek
Cedar assets, but the forestry operations
– planning, harvesting, log marketing,
silviculture, road maintenance, etc. –
are now in the hands of the new local
company.
“We’re proud and honoured to be
able to participate in doing something
good with this particular forest licence,”
said Kanigan. “It has been a huge
local economic issue and also a huge
provincial forestry issue.”
Kanigan says his company is aware
that they are stepping into a fairly
messy situation. “We are not making
any promises. We don’t have a magic
solution. We just want to be part of the
solution and help find a way to get that
licence back to being a healthy operating
licence,” he said.
Kanigan said the licence is a good

fit for the Gold Island Forest Products
sawmill and for other operating mills in
the area. “There is some high value large
cedar on that licence and that’s the log
that fits well with the mill we have built.
That leaves the balance of the wood to
the mills in the area that have a fit for it.”
Kanigan explained that he contacted
the Ministry of Forests soon after he
and Meadow Creek Cedar owner Dale
Kooner agreed to enter into negotiations
on the forest licence. “We’re working
with the ministry to come up with a
business plan that allows us to move
forward with operations and to deal
with the outstanding issues of the licence
suspension.”
Kanigan said there had been no
discussion about funding from the
ministry to help the company right the
wrongs of the past owner. “It’s not a
funding partnership, but a co-operative
partnership,” he said. “They know we
can’t fix the issues tomorrow. The key
is to have long-term strategy for dealing
with the outstanding issues and to work
on them as the forest economics provide
the opportunity. The forest industry is
still coming out of a tough five years,
so the ministry is willing to take a longterm view. They are quite supportive of
a local family-owned business taking on
the challenge because we’re looking at it
on a very long-term basis.”
Kanigan says logging operations
under the forest licence could begin
before Christmas. “We’ve been
approaching local contractors in Kaslo
and neighbouring areas to identify
contractors who are available and willing
to be part of re-starting the licence,” he
said. “There’s a huge opportunity to reestablish forestry jobs in that area and
the locals that are willing to participate
in re-establishing that licence as a healthy
operating licence will be more than
welcome to come on board.”
He assured that they were not
forgetting about the silviculture
obligations. “The silviculture season
is over for the year, but while we’re
harvesting this winter, we’ll also be
working with the Ministry of Forests

to come up with a plan to deal with
silviculture as soon as the season comes
around again.”
He also reported that Meadow Creek
Cedar had some silviculture done this
season, and within the first week of
having the management agreement in
place, his company had already dealt
with road issues in the Healy Creek
area to the satisfaction of the ministry. A
Forest Practices Board report released
in May on Meadow Creek Cedar’s
practices found that unmaintained
roads in the Healy Creek drainage were
creating a risk to fisheries in Healy Creek
and the Lardeau River, including the
Gerrard rainbow trout.
“There were things the Ministry of
Forests laid out that had to be completed
to their satisfaction, and we’ve worked

with them to get to a point where they
are doing an evaluation on whether or
not they will lift the suspension,” said
Kanigan. “I think Garth Wiggill [local
forest district manager] and his staff were
anxious to get a lot of the outstanding
issues dealt with. They’ve had a long
time to come up with the best solutions
for these issues, and we’re more than
willing to take their recommendations
and act on them,” said Kanigan.
Kanigan explained that the wheels
for this deal were put into motion when
Kaslo Mayor Greg Lay contacted him
in January about creating economic
opportunities in Kaslo and area. In
the spring, Lay invited Kanigan to
participate in a project with the Southern
Interior Beetle Action Coaliton (SIBAC)
to identify opportunities for economic

development in areas affected by the
forestry downturn.
“We were invited into that area by
the leadership in that area and now that
we’ve established an intent to have a
business presence there, other members
of the community have expressed their
support for what we are doing,” said
Kanigan.
Trevor, his brother, Jody, and
his father, Tom, were all working at
the Slocan mill in 2003 when they
decided to leave and start up their own
sawmill, Gold Island Forest Products,
in South Slocan. In July 2010, they
purchased Selkirk Truss, adjacent to their
sawmill site, and they formed Sentinel
Enterprises, a management consulting
company. They employ 30-35 full-time
people between the three companies.

by Jan McMurray
Can New Denver and Silverton go
plastic bag free? A group of Lucerne high
school students are exploring that now,
and are planning a public meeting in late
November or December to introduce the
idea to the community.
The students have formed a group
called REACT (Real Environmental
Action Created by Teens) and have
all rallied behind the plastic bag free
idea. They also plan to hold a youth
conference in the spring.
Grade 12 student Danika Hammond
initiated the group. “Last year, I decided
I wanted to create a team in my final year
at Lucerne that would do a big project.
My grade 12 geography course also
inspired me to do this,” she said.
The group discussed other ideas, like
eliminating plastic bottles or achieving
Kyoto standards locally, but the one
that everyone could get behind was
the plastic bags. “The Pacific Garbage
Patch is now twice the size of Quebec,”
commented Danika.
The group envisions getting a grant
to purchase cloth bags for the stores. The
bags would be kept in REACT boxes in
the stores, so people could take the bags
and bring them back to any store in the

community.
Danika says the group will explain
their idea at the public meeting and
will answer questions. “We want it to
be a community decision and we want
council support – we want everyone
behind it. So we hope we get a positive
response at the public meeting.”

Sophie Burkholder and Ali Barker,
also members of REACT, said they
got involved because they want to help
make positive changes in the community.
Other members are Cypress HunderRookes, Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat,
Margaret Barker, Rayan Duerichen,
Caleb, and Aja Reinhart.

Lucerne students inspired to go plastic bag free

Ali Barker, Danika Hammond and Sophie Burkholder are members of Real Environmental
Action Created by Teens at Lucerne School.

100% Independently and Locally Owned

2

NEWS

The Valley Voice October 31, 2012

Sheri Walsh, candidate for trustee, School District 8 (Slocan Valley/Bonnington)
What is your background as it
relates to the position of trustee?
I’ve been actively involved with
schools for the past eight years as a
volunteer, fundraiser and in various
positions on Parent Advisory Councils
(PACs), including two years each on
the School Planning Council, as ViceChair and as Chair. I’ve worked with
the District PAC (DPAC) for three
years, serving as the secretary for the
past year. As secretary, I liaise with
schools, PACs and parents, organize
meetings and provide bi-weekly updates
of school-related information and
events. I also serve on several Board of
Education committees and attend Board
of Education meetings as a district parent
representative.
I’ve completed educational training
in the Provincial Instructor Diploma
program and taught courses at Selkirk
College and other places. Finally, I
expect my conflict resolution training
from the Justice Institute will be useful

when making decisions with other
trustees.
What is your current occupation?
I am a Registered Professional
Forester, and have been an independent
forestry consultant for over 20 years,
based in the Slocan Valley.
Why do you want to be the Slocan
Valley/Bonnington trustee?
I enjoy working for students
and families as a member of parent
organizations and I’m excited about the
opportunity to utilize my energy and
skills at the board level. I’m a tireless
worker, and have the knowledge and
experience to serve as an effective
trustee.
As trustee, I will continue to advocate
on behalf of students and families in the
Slocan Valley and Bonnington areas in
particular, and for public education in the
district as a whole.
I am strongly committed to all
of the schools in the Slocan Valley.
Rural schools are the heart of their
communities and need to be well
supported to serve their students and
communities well. While we are
fortunate to have amazing and unique
programs such as the Valhalla Wilderness
Program and Summit Academy, it
is unfortunate that we lost Quest for
Community. The imposition of out-ofcatchment bus fees has impacted the
Slocan Valley schools particularly hard.
I will endeavor to find ways to bolster
support for these schools so that they
can thrive, and enhance their uniqueness

and connection to their communities. My
skills, experience and knowledge about
schools, district administration and the
Board of Education will enable me to
be a strong and effective advocate for
the schools in our communities.
What do you feel are the most
important issues facing SD8? If you
have any solutions to those issues,
please include them.
Funding: Budgetary pressures
because of reduced provincial funding
are increasing the number of students
in each classroom, and reducing bus
services, educational resources and
maintenance of our schools. A further
$750,000 cut to the district budget will
occur next year. Also, rising school fees
and fees for out-of-catchment bussing are
increasing financial stress for families,
and for schools when families are unable
to pay. There is very little, if anything,
left to cut in this district and we do not
expect more funding from the Ministry
of Education. We need to examine other
means of generating revenue.

Rural schools: Our smaller rural
schools are constantly in jeopardy. We
need to enhance their viability, find ways
to attract more students, and to consider
other ways to distribute funds between
schools so that our smaller schools are
adequately funded.
Relationships with teaching and
support staff: Last year was very difficult
for teachers and administrative staff.
Although there is a contract in place,
the BCTF and the government will
begin negotiations in the spring, while
negotiations with CUPE support staff are
already underway. The people who teach
our children, the people who transport
our children safely to and from school,
and the people who keep our schools
and grounds clean and safe deserve our
respect, support and adequate resources
to do their jobs well.
Parent involvement: Parents are very
busy, but we are also the best advocates
for our children, and want to be consulted
and included in discussions before
significant changes are made to schools

or even bus schedules. We need to find
better ways to collaborate and include
parents in these decisions.
Is there anything you’d like to add?
I believe that all of our children
should have access to a quality education.
I am concerned about erosion of the
public school system and its effect on our
children and our communities. I want to
create a diverse and responsive school
system for everyone.
I am asking for your vote and will
work hard for my communities if elected.

What is your background as it
relates to the position of trustee?
I think that my background would
serve the residents of Slocan Valley
well in that I will bring a wide base of
experience to the position of trustee.
Related to public education, I served
on the PAC for several years and
then as PAC chair at Brent Kennedy
Elementary. Served as DPAC liaison
for a year, and on the Slocan Valley
Facilities Advisory Committee, which
looked at ways to strengthen education
for all students in the Slocan Valley
family of schools. Outside of public
education, I have been an entrepreneur
in the area for 20 years as a publisher
and realtor, and have coached kids,
sat on the Nelson Minor Hockey
board, and on the board of the Osprey
Community Foundation.
What is your current occupation?
I have a great job as a realtor,
and continually have an opportunity

to talk to families about their lives
in the community. One of the most
important considerations for current
residents or when people are coming
to the area is public education. The
strength of our schools are absolutely
vital to the health and well-being of our
communities.
Why do you want to be the Slocan
Valley/Bonnington trustee?
With three kids in the public school
system, and a wife who is a teacher,
public education is a central feature
of our family, and close to my heart.
I have always believed that if you are
able, Step Forward, and do what you
can to make a difference.
What do you feel are the most
important issues facing SD8? If you
have any solutions to those issues,
please include them.
There are a variety of issues.
Cross-district the hot button right now
is transportation, and to a lesser degree

catchment areas. In our own Slocan
Valley/Bonnington area, constant
budget pressure means that we also have
the ongoing potential of school closures
in the north end of the Valley, and the
loss of well-subscribed programs that
draw students to schools, like the Quest
program at Mt. Sentinel. Overarching
all of this, there are economic hardship
issues for families throughout the
valley, health and nutrition issues for
students, and access to daycare to name
just a few of the challenges.
Solutions to these issues are going
to have to come from everyone at all
levels looking at new ways of doing
things. The Slocan Valley family of
schools will need to look at sharing
resources both within the school
system and potentially partnering
with community organizations to
take advantage of economies of
scale. Regional approaches should be
looked at, as well as private-sector
contribution.
Is there anything you’d like to add?
Public schools are vital to our
communities. They help our kids
become great contributing young
adults, and are the ‘glue’ that holds our
communities together, and the ‘catalyst’
that grows them in the direction we
envision. With my background in public
schooling, community involvement,
and business in the Slocan Valley
and surrounding areas, and with your
input and guidance, I would like the
opportunity to represent Slocan Valley/
Bonnington as School District 8 trustee.

Sheri Walsh is running for trustee in the
School District 8 byelection

Bob Price, candidate for trustee, SD 8 (Slocan Valley/Bonnington)

Bob Price is running for trustee in the School
District 8 byelection
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Decriminalization of marijuana campaign launched in Silverton
by Jan McMurray
The Sensible BC Campaign,
working towards a referendum on
the decriminalization of possession
of marijuana in BC, kicked off its
provincial tour in Silverton on October
3.
“I’m inspired by this turnout – 20
people came out on short notice in
Silverton,” said Dana Larsen, who is
heading up the campaign.
Larsen had scheduled Nelson for
his first tour date, but squeezed in a
session beforehand at the Cup and
Saucer in Silverton when invited by
Silverton resident Leah Main.
The referendum, following the
same process as the HST referendum,

will take place in BC in September 2014
if enough people sign up to support it.
At least 10 percent of registered voters
in every provincial riding, or 400,000
people, must sign a petition in order for
the referendum to go ahead.
Larsen said he feels very sure that
a referendum on the decriminalization
of the possession of cannabis would
pass. “There is lots of support in both
the NDP and Liberal caucuses,” he
said. “People are confused about what
the terms ‘decriminalization’ and
‘legalization’ mean, but calling for
the decriminalization of possession is
something everyone agrees on. Over
75 percent of people in BC agree. The
hard part is getting 400,000 signatures.”

People can sign up on the Sensible
BC website, or on paper copies of the
Sensible BC Registration Form in
circulation in communities. Signing up
now is like pre-registering. The formal
collection of signatures will occur from
August to October 2013. Everyone who
signs up now will be contacted when
the time comes to sign up officially.
“Most advocacy groups feel the
law should change. But we are the
only group that has developed our own
legislation,” said Larsen. He said they
worked with Elections BC to ensure the
legislation is valid.
Although marijuana is illegal
under the federal Controlled Drugs and
Substances Act, the Province contracts

Silverton Councillor Leah Main invited marijuana activist Dana Larsen to the Cup & Saucer Cafe to launch his Sensible BC Campaign, October 3.

Winlaw family asks for help in constructing special house
by Jan McMurray
Winlaw resident Curtis Liboiron
has terminal cancer and would like to
leave a legacy for his daughter, Mila,
now five years old.
He has decided to have a house
built for her.
“The concept of the house is that
it can be rented while she is growing
up for income to go to her schooling
when she is older. When she knows
what she wants to do and where she
wants to do it, she can either rent it
out for continued income, or move
in and settle down here for a while,”
says Curtis on the Legacy House for
Mila Facebook page.
With Curtis in the hospital in
Nelson, Mila is living with his parents
in Winlaw. The house is being built
on his parents’ property.
“The house is designed by me. I
know I’m under qualified for the job,
but I thought I would give it a go,”
says Curtis on the Facebook page.
“The idea behind the house is small
and simple, with a greenhouse and
aquarium that go all year round. So
it should save her on food, bills, and
a lot more. The idea is to have pretty
much everything you need at home.
No more going to the grocery store for
every little thing. The less you need
from outside the house the less you
need to spend. Fresh fish, fresh food
all the time.”
Curtis is using his life insurance
money to fund the construction costs,

but it won’t be enough. The family
is calling for donations of labour
and materials to help get the house
finished.
Site preparation is underway now,
and the house should be completed by
Mila’s seventh birthday in December
2013.
Over the winter, they will need
plywood, roofing, cement, and
windows and doors. In the spring,
they will need flooring (wood, tile,
and marmoleum), electrical supplies,
plumbing supplies, insulation,
drywall, paint, and fixtures.
People can donate through an
Indiegogo page (www.indiegogo.
com/legacyhouse), the Facebook
p a g e ( w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /

LegacyHouseforMila), at the Heritage
Credit Union (account #110510) or
through an email money transfer to
legacyhouseformila@gmail.com.
“A thanks to everyone who’s
already chipped in their time, energy,
labour, and resources,” says Curtis’
sister, Max. “We feel fortunate that
this is all happening in a place like
the Valley. I’m honestly not sure if
it could happen as well, or even at
all, anywhere else we’ve lived in
the past.”
Max also reports that Mila is
doing really well, considering the
circumstances. “She’s a light in
everyone’s day – especially Curtis’
– as she stays curious and energetic
through all this.”

YELLOWHEAD ROAD & BRIDGE
(KOOTENAY) LTD.
YRB requires equipment operators for the upcoming winter
season at the Winlaw, New Denver, Kaslo, Nakusp, Edgewood
and Nelson locations in the Central Kootenay area.
Minimum qualifications include Class 3 licence with air
endorsement, previous driving experience and ability to
carry out duties in an outdoor, all weather environment on
both day and night shifts. Must be physically fit.
Please send/fax/email your resume along with a recent BC
driver’s abstract and your preference of area to YRB
(Kootenay) Ltd. 110 Cedar Street, Nelson, BC V1L 6H2
FAX # 1-250-352-2172 or EMAIL kootenay@yrb.ca

the police and therefore has the power
to direct them. “This legislation tells the
Province to tell the police not to search
or seize or detain or arrest anyone for
possession,” he said. “For marijuana to
be fully legal, you have to deal with the
federal government – but remember,
alcohol prohibition was done at the
provincial level.”
The legislation is called the
Sensible Policing Act, and it has three
parts.
The first part is an amendment to
the provincial Police Act that directs
police not to use any resources or take
any action at all in cases of simple
possession of marijuana by adults.
Police will still be able to act in cases of
possession for the purpose of trafficking.
The second part deals with youth,
by adding cannabis to the section of
the BC Liquor Control Act that covers
minors in possession of alcohol. This
authorizes police to seize cannabis from
a minor and to issue a ticket, exactly as
it is with alcohol.
The third part calls upon the federal
government to remove cannabis from
the Controlled Drugs and Substances
Act, so BC can tax and regulate cannabis
like alcohol and tobacco. This part also
mandates the BC government to do
a study about how it would tax and
regulate cannabis.
Although rumour has it that simple
possession of marijuana is overlooked
by police in BC, Larsen was armed
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with statistics showing the contrary.
He said over 3,500 British Columbians
were charged with simple possession
of marijuana last year, which is close to
double the rate of charges of any other
province. And the rate of possession
charges has increased dramatically over
the years – by 60 percent between 2007
and 2011.
Another rumour dispelled by
Larsen is that the US would never allow
this to happen in Canada. “Many states
are way ahead of us,” he said.
Larsen said cannabis has been
illegal since the 1920s, and “it’s high
time to change that.”
“The time is right,” he said. “Public
opinion polls show that the majority of
people want this. The HST campaign
showed us this can be done.”
Main added that the majority vote
in favour of the decriminalization of
marijuana at the recent Union of BC
Municipalities convention was a big
step forward, as well.
Larsen is touring the province until
the end of January, and will launch a
second tour in March.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
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Electro-smog

The time is now to voice your
concerns about the ‘science’ behind
Safety Code 6 that FortisBC is using
to claim that there are no health effects
connected to wireless smart meters.
Electrical, engineering and medical
experts have proven that Health Canada
has only considered the safety of the
smart meter when the smart meter is
an end device. The rest of the wireless
access network connected to the smart
meter was left out of the equation.
When considering the radiated
electromagnetic field exposure, one
needs to add in radiation from the router
that covers five square miles and the
collector/cell tower that covers up to
125 square miles. Everything in that
field is being radiated.
Therefore, the possibility of an ‘opt
out’ is not a solution.
Also left out of the circuit is
the human body, which has its own
frequencies from 58 to 72 Hz. The
wiring in our homes is 60 Hz, and
being buried in the walls lessens the
impact by the electromagnetic field
on our bodies. FortisBC states that the
frequency of the wireless smart meter
is 900,000 Hz. This is incompatible
with the human body. The penetration
of this frequency has serious health
consequences.
Smothering entire populations in
electro-smog for ease of communication
between FortisBC and its customers
has serious consequences for our
community. All living things that the
electromagnetic field touches or goes
through are part of the wireless circuit
and are not insulated from the radiation.
One alternate solution is the installation
of wired smart meters that use the
existing power lines to carry the signal,
avoiding the wireless contamination of
our bodies.
We need a healthy environment to
lead healthy lives. If you are concerned
about your safety, the safety of your
children and the community, the
BC Utilities Commission needs to
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hear from you. They are holding a
community input meeting November
6 at the Best Western Hotel in Trail.
The sessions will run from 3 pm
to 5 pm and 6 pm to 9 pm with an
hour break between 5 pm and 6 pm.
Come 15 minutes before each session
to book a time to speak. Limit it
to 15 minutes or less. If you can’t
make the meeting, write NOW to the
Commission Secretary, 6th floor, 900
Howe Street, Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3
or commission.secretary@bcuc.com.
Mark it ‘Letter of Concern.’
Still not sure, google Curtis
Bennett, Jerry Flynn, Daniel Hirsch,
Dr. Magda Havas, or Rob States for
more information. Are we willing to
be the ‘test dummies’ for these lifethreatening devices?
Helen Morrish
Passmore

Slocan slogans:
response to Eric
Faulks

As a fourth generation resident I
certainly agree that we live here because
we love the “Pristine Valley and Lake.”
Mining and logging built this area, and
if you take a look around at the pristine
area that exists today, there was a pretty
good job done of protecting it without a
bunch of rules and regulations…
I totally disagree with you that
most people come here for the quiet.
The majority of people come for all
the recreation the area has to offer.
Be it canoeing, kayaking, swimming,
water skiing, fishing, hiking, biking or
ATVing, our campgrounds are full all
summer with people enjoying ALL these
activities.
I have never personally heard one
tourist complain of noise due to boats
or not being able to swim because of
the oily haze or taste in the lake. And
I’ve spoken to all sorts of tourists over
the years.
As to erosion, take a drive up some
bush roads and then tell me it’s all been
done by ATVers and motorcycles.

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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The Kaslo Hotel is open for lunch and dinner everyday
at Noon. Ask about our Fall getaway package!

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

The sales in the area – you don’t
think it might have something to do
with NO industry of any sort? Take a
look around. There are very few young
people left in the area. The ones that do
manage to stay are usually the women
and children, as the men are off working
elsewhere. I don’t know about you, but
I would like to see all ages here, not just
retirees and summer residents.
I have one question for you. As
a business owner, which would you
prefer – the person that peddles to the
door asking for the washroom key and
to fill up their water bottle, or the person
that pulls up to the pumps, fills up with
gas, and comes in to buy a bag of ice and
things for lunch?
There is the beautiful Valhalla Park
to paddle to and hike in absolutely
noise-free, as well as hiking into Goat
Range Park
I personally believe this is the best
Slocan slogan (which might be a new
concept for some): ‘A little bit of paradise
for everyone!’
As a long-time resident, I quite enjoy
ATVing up old mining and logging roads
to pick huckleberries and check out
old mine dumps for that perfect piece
of ore, or just getting out to enjoy new
areas. And one of the best enjoyments is
being out in a boat fishing or just cruising
the lake, as well as sitting at the beach
watching everyone else enjoying it, too.
Whether they are swimming, water

skiing, fishing, kayaking or canoeing,
it’s paradise for us all.
Julie Heichert
New Denver

Getting it right
for seniors

This is an open letter to ask the
BC Minister of Health to implement
all 176 recommendations in the
Ombudsperson’s February 2012 report:
‘The Best of Care, Getting it Right for
Seniors in British Columbia (Part 2).’
After hearing Ombudsperson Kim Carter
speak on September 12 in Nelson, we
are most impressed with the scope and
thoroughness of this investigation. BC
must bring these conclusions into reality.
We are especially concerned about:
1. Easy public access to current and
accurate information on all three levels
of seniors’ care, including results of all
inspections, wait times and how to get
fee reductions.
2. Expand Home Care services up
to a daily cost equal to that in Assisted
Living. Cover all services necessary to
keep someone safely living at home.
3. Assisted Living residents must
be covered by either the Residential
Tenancy Act, or another law that protects
them at least as well.
4. Put all residential care facilities
under the same regulations so all BC
citizens in these institutions are treated
equally.

5. Do unannounced inspections of
all residential care and assisted living
facilities, including some on evenings
and weekends. Make the results public.
6. Seniors need more than 48 hours
to decide and move into residential care.
7. Seniors’ first three preferences
for a residential care facility should be
accommodated whenever possible.
8. Health Authorities must stop
penalizing seniors who pay for private
residential care while waiting for a
subsidized bed by lowering their priority.
9. Seniors who accept placement in
a facility they do not prefer must be told
that this lowers their priority for transfer
to the preferred facility, and be told how
long a transfer is likely to take.
10. The ministry must stop charging
seniors waiting over 30 days in hospital
for residential placement.
11. The ministry must ensure the
Health Authorities meet the guideline
of 3.36 daily care hours per resident
in residential care by 2014/15. This
guideline came from the ministry
promise that 2011 and 2012 fee increases
for residential care would go to improve
that care.
12. The ministry needs to set specific
and measurable standards for key aspects
of residential care, including bathing
frequency, dental care, toileting, call bell
response times, meal preparation and
nutrition, recreation programmes, and
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
culturally appropriate services.
13. The ministry must establish the
staff mix of RNs, LPNs and care aides
required and then monitor and enforce
these standards and report publicly.
Copies of this letter are available
at the Nelson Library, Nelson Credit
Union, and Community First Health
Co-op Wellness Centre, 518 Lake St.,
or you can request a copy by emailing
cfhcoop@shaw.ca. Take a copy and star
(*) what is most important to you. You
can also add your individual concerns.
We encourage the public to let the
Ministry of Health know your thoughts
about ‘Getting it Right for Seniors’ in
the Kootenays.
Pegasis McGauley (age 70)
Chair, Nelson Area Society for Health

and highways on a fine busy summer
day and panic because everything’s so
noisy and nasty, but I find most of these
malcontents never get out to play very
much and perhaps resent those who do.
The busy time of year is when our local
businesses scramble to make a living
because much of the year is a little too
quiet.
There will always be an element
of the population who visit here or live
here who do produce a measure of noise
and annoyance, but I’d suppose that 80
percent of people are good, 10 percent
are dumb, and 10 percent plain don’t
care. This is what we call a community
and otherwise we just have another quiet,
empty ghost town.
Peter Roulston
New Denver

The ‘Voices from the Valleys’ is
an informative and entertaining part
of the Valley Voice newspaper that
many readers enjoy and often refer to
firstly when opening the new edition.
Some of the letters in this section can
draw criticism, and in fact, I’m feeling
compelled to respond to the sentiments
reflected by Eric Faulks last week.
Eric is a well-respected and much
liked fellow who moved to the area many
years ago to raise a fine family and be
an active community member. He loves
music, outdoor living, and has embraced
the vibrant lifestyle of the Slocan Valley.
Thing that drives me crazy, though,
is that about once each year, Eric delivers
a sermon to the Valley Voice imploring
everyone to live and play in quiet,
unobtrusive ways and that this valley is
really no place for people – especially
visitors – with noisy motorized toys or
vehicles. He seems to think that all those
nasty powerboats, ATVs, motorcycles,
etc. should simply not come here and
that measures should be taken to preserve
our tranquility.
I’ve lived here in the Kootenays for
35 years now, and have watched primary
industries decline and the rising hopes of
our towns that a tourist economy may
still provide some means of income
and security for residents seeking
employment. How can we realize any
of these goals if we get so selective over
who is made to feel welcome here? It
might be nice to think that only quiet,
respectful travellers (with money) should
visit the area, but in the real world, you
need to take a deep breath and accept the
good with the bad.
I spend many days each year on
Slocan Lake in kayaks, rowboats, and a
variety of powerboats. Sound does carry
very well across water and you can sit on
the beaches in Valhalla Park and clearly
hear traffic, dogs, lawnmowers and loud
people from across the lake. Some boats
make more sound than others, same as
cars and motorcycles do. The means by
which sound travels over water is also
how we are able to so easily listen to
loons, geese, and noisy creeks.
There will always be overly
sensitive people who look at our lakes

This letter is in response to Peter
Ferguson’s letter to the editor ‘Gravel
pits and planning’ in the October 3,
2012 edition of your paper. My home
in Glade is 100 feet from a working
gravel pit operation, and I empathize
with my friends who live in the area
of the proposed Slocan Park gravel pit
operation. In our situation, once the
mine’s work system was approved,
the operation’s working plan changed
without notification to the adjacent
landowners.
Some examples are listed below.
In 1992, the weekday hours of
operation for crushing were 8 am to
4:30 pm. Now the hours have been
increased to 5 pm. In addition, the owner
is permitted through the Mines Act to
load (loader has no muffler) and haul the
gravel at any hour on weekends, often
starting at 7 am to 8 pm. This is very
disruptive to any family activity.
The original permit allowed
excavation to a maximum depth of 10
feet. It has recently been changed to the
water table.
Although there is a condition for
continual and progressive reclamation to
occur concurrently with gravel extraction
operations, in 20 years only a small area
was leveled, with none being completed
nor been successfully reseeded.
Noxious weeds (knapweed) are
spreading throughout our Agricultural
Land Reserve (ALR) properties,
and these weeds originate from our
neighborhood gravel pit. This issue has
not been dealt with for 20 years and when
the Agricultural Land Commission or
Ministry of Mines Enforcement were
asked to address this, nothing got done.
Further, we contacted the compliance
and enforcer officer for the ALR, who
told us to let the Ministry of Mines deal
with that.
Almost half of the working pit
was in the ALR. With oversight from
the Ministry of Mines permitting
staff, the operator was permitted to
relocate the ALR boundary to suit his
workings because he said it is not a
surveyed boundary and receives no
review or assessment from any staff
knowledgeable on the agricultural
significance of these areas.
A dangerous pit drops almost 50 feet

A quiet
environment:
reality check

The problems
with gravel pits

vertically within 20 feet of my property
without a berm or fencing around it. This
is an issue everyone should be concerned
with, particularly given that the Ministry
responsible (Mines) will not enforce
its own Health and Safety code as it is
written in section 6.24.1. The code reads,
“Surface excavations shall be securely
fenced against inadvertent access when
fencing is considered necessary by an
inspector.”
Dust in the dry period is a continual
problem. With our complaining, the
operator in the last year has set up two
sprinklers on the driveway of his large
acreage, to keep the dust down.
The operation is using a sorter/
screener which makes more noise than
the crusher, and the operator is not
required to notify the adjacent property
owners of the time of the activity.
It took the Mines Ministry over a
year to stop an illegal concrete batch
plant operating on the mine’s site.
Property value of our home and
property depreciated and the taxes were
adjusted accordingly.
With regards to Mr. Ferguson’s
comment about every land owner’s right
to free enterprise on his/her own property,
we can all agree that this is a key tenant to
our rights and freedoms here in Canada.
That being said, when these activities are
permitted by provincial authorities and
no consideration is given to the effect
these activities will have on adjacent
land owners and community members’
ability to enjoy and benefit from their
own property, it is wrong in more than
one way. There is nothing like waking
up on Sunday morning to the sounds of a
gravel pit operation hauling and loading
material or the hum of a crusher running
at 8 on a Tuesday morning.
In addition to the points that Mr.
Ferguson brings up and for which we
have provided a response based on our
experience here in Glade, there are other
issues that people should be aware of. We
will write about these issues in another
letter to the editor and submit it for the
next issue of the Valley Voice.
Fred Kooznetsoff, Moss Giasson
and Gery Giasson
Glade

Flu shots? Learn
the facts first

Every fall as the leaves float down
we are blanketed with ads urging us to
“get a flu shot, not the flu.” But how
effective is the flu vaccine in preventing
the flu? Since 2005, a number of
large studies have concluded that the
vaccine is only ‘moderately’ effective
at preventing influenza A or B and
cannot prevent the majority of ‘flu-like’
illnesses caused by other viruses.
In an office visit, your doctor
cannot determine whether you have
true influenza (i.e. influenza A or B), or
one of the 200+ other viruses which can
cause identical symptoms, commonly
known as ‘the flu.’ For an accurate
diagnosis, lab tests are required. Of
the hundreds of thousands of samples
submitted for lab analysis in Canada
over the past 12 years, under 12 percent
were confirmed to be influenza A or B.
The vast majority of ‘flu-like’ illnesses
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are NOT caused by the influenza virus.
The Cochrane Acute Respiratory
Infections Group in Rome corroborates
these facts. Lead researcher, Dr. Tom
Jefferson MD affirms that,“Cochrane
reviews show that vaccines could only
affect at the most (i.e. if they had 100%
efficacy) some 7-15% of the annual
flu burden, since this is the proportion
of people with the flu who truly have
influenza. Effectively what we are
saying is we aim to control a major
health problem, influenza-like-illness
(‘the flu’), with a series of preventive
interventions which can in the best
case scenario prevent only 15% of that
problem, while making people believe
we can deal with the lot.”
Health officials suppress these
basic facts about ‘the flu,’ with
the result that the public at large is
disempowered from making informed
health care decisions. Health officials
know full well that 85 to 90 percent of
influenza-like-illnesses (ILI) are NOT
influenza, and cannot be prevented by
the vaccine. The large constellation
of ‘flu-like’ illnesses remain free to
circulate in the population with varying
degrees of virulence – much depending
on the overall health of the individual.
Dr. Roger Thomas of the
University of Calgary, lead author of
a research paper published in 2010 by
the respected Cochrane Library, had
this to say to the National Post, “What
troubled us is that [shots] had no effect
on laboratory-confirmed influenza.”
The study found that immunizing
nursing-home workers does nothing
to prevent confirmed influenza cases
among the homes’ elderly residents.
“What we were looking for is proof that
influenza … is decreased. Didn’t find
it. We looked for proof that pneumonia
is reduced. Didn’t find it. We looked
for proof deaths from pneumonia are
reduced. Didn’t find it.”
In advertising their annual flu
vaccine promos, health officials don’t
mention the fact that the vaccine is only
marginally effective in preventing true
influenza and that it cannot prevent
‘the flu’ caused by the many other
respiratory viruses. Neither do they
broadcast the fact that effectiveness
of the vaccine is unproven in the
vulnerable elderly and vaccination of
healthcare workers doesn’t show a clear
benefit to their patients.
According to physician researcher
Sumit Majumdar at the University of
Alberta…“rising rates of vaccination
of the elderly over the past two decades
have not coincided with a lower overall
mortality rate.” Despite a 50% increase
in seniors’ acceptance of flu shots since
1989, “death rates among the elderly
during flu season have increased rather
than decreased.”
Six recent studies from Canada
“consistently found that vaccination
in 2008/09 for seasonal influenza
was associated with a 1.4- to 2.5-fold
increased risk for hospitalization
for H1N1 infection.” Could it be
that flu vaccines are increasing
our vulnerability to more serious
infections?
Despite this, BC plans to impose

harsh regulations that would force
healthcare workers to submit to yearly
flu vaccines or wear a mask for months
at a time. The notion of delivering care
based on information about what works
is known as ‘evidence-based medicine.’
It’s evident that when it comes to flu
vaccine policies, ‘evidence-based
medicine’ need not apply.
The public deserves to know that
the influenza vaccine cannot prevent
most ‘flu-like’ illnesses, which are
clinically indistinguishable from true
influenza. The push to increase public
uptake of the vaccine and forcing
healthcare workers to submit to annual
flu shots will not reduce the burden of
disease caused by the 200+ viruses
that cause ‘the flu.’ It’s estimated that
Canada spends over $100 million
dollars on flu vaccines each year –
precious health care dollars squandered
on an exercise in futility. The safest,
least expensive and most effective
method of preventing ‘the flu’ is a
combination of frequent hand-washing
and healthful living.
Edda West
Perry Siding
Did you know?
Peacock Collective is
available for home
check ins for your
peace of mind.
To book your free consultation:
Alexandra Krajewski
250 265 8479
peacockcollective@yahoo.ca
or visit www.peacockcollective.ca for an evolving
list of services tailored to suit your needs
Fully equipped, licensed & insured
Serving Nakusp, New Denver and Area

The Rice Paddy

Take-Out Chinese Food
Wednesday & Thursday Nights
4 pm - 7:30 pm
250-265-3255
Nakusp, BC
— STARTS November 7 —
AT THE PADDYSHACK

Perm &
Colour
Special
November 13-24
15% off
Book your
appointment now!
250-265-3424
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Burton Elementary School lives on as community learning centre
by Jan McMurray
Although Burton Elementary is
no longer a K-4 school due to lack of
enrolment, it is still a very alive and
active place, and promises to become
even moreso.
About 60 people came out to an
open house at the school on October 27
to learn about the efforts of the Burton
Community Learning Centre (BCLC)

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Society and School District 10 to have
programs, events and activities at the
school.
Isabelle Bergeron, board member
of the BCLC Society, explained that a
group of about 20 community members
attended meetings last spring to discuss
the future of the school. They researched
the provincial Neighbourhood Learning
Centre program, and a small group of
them travelled to other communities to
learn what others were doing with their
under-utilized schools.
“Those discussions opened tons of
doors and we are very excited about the
possibilities for the school,” she said.
The group formed the Burton
Community Learning Centre Society
and has created a vision statement, and a
values and principles statement. They are
developing a shared use agreement with
the school district, and a financial plan.
They received start-up funding from
the RDCK, have applied for grants, and
have been fundraising by catering school
district functions. They hope to have a
fee schedule for user groups developed
by January 2013, and Bergeron assured

the community it would be affordable.
The values and principles of the
society include: community ownership
(district-wide community from New
Denver to Edgewood), ongoing
community input, access to the site
as much as possible, sustainable and

affordable, environmentally responsible,
partnerships at all levels, and creative
programming.
The society has come up with some
new programs at the centre, with the
broad themes of learning and wellness.
The basketball and volleyball nights, and

The board of directors for the Burton Community Learning Centre Society: Liz Gillis, Shelley
Bortnick, Tim Talbot, Joleyne Moroz, Dan Freeman and Isabelle Bergeron.

the Burton Reading Centre continue on
in the building as always. Very soon,
there will be a wellness and exercise
class for older adults, art classes with
local artist Barbara Maye, a course on
parenting teens, and access to computers.
The society has also heard from CBAL
(Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy),
WorkBC and Selkirk College, who
have all expressed an interest in using
the space. Bergeron said there were no
firm agreements with these groups, but
the board would be setting up meetings
with them.
“If you have ideas for programs,
contact us and we will come up with a
plan,” said Bergeron. “With your support
and involvement, great things will
happen at BCLC. The school building
is open and awaits your ideas. BCLC
provides a great opportunity to enhance
our communities. Your involvement and
support is critical to its success.”
The learning centre has a strong
partnership with the school district. The
shared use agreement will stipulate that
SD10 has priority on the space and is
responsible for all activities involving
students and teachers at the site. BCLC
will be responsible for all other activities.
Denise Perry, superintendent of the
school district, updated the community
on the school use of the space. She said
the Ministry of Education had put the
formal closure of the school on abeyance
while the school district looks into
running programs for students, such as
special academies and trades programs,
at the school.
Perry said they hope to run a Level
1 Search and Rescue certification course
over the spring break, and they’ve
discussed the possibility of industrial
first aid and forestry courses.
The Grade 10 outdoor education
class from Nakusp Secondary regularly
takes place at the Burton school, and a
program for Grades 11 and 12 students
is being developed. High school
science classes occasionally use the
school. There have been field trips and
professional development activities in
the facility.
Community members came up
with many ideas for classes that could
take place on the property: first aid,
photography, cooking, mushroom
identification, fitness, caregiving, stained
glass, outdoor sciences, scrapbooking,
drawing and painting, foodsafe, Tai Chi,
brain gym, permaculture, yoga, Zumba,
composting, language, animal grooming
and pet care, music, gardening, sewing,
knitting, crocheting, and ballroom
dancing. There were also suggestions for
health services (physiotherapist, massage
therapist, etc.), a food bank, and a yearround indoor market.
Ideas for courses that could be
offered by the school district included
financial planning and accounting, home
economics, heavy equipment operating,
small farming, organic farming, and
forest management.
The contact for booking space at the
Burton Community Learning Centre is
Tim Talbot at 265-9080.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Nakusp Council, October 22: Al Cox retires from public works
They note that they are willing to
abide with all restrictions issued
by the Southeast Fire Centre, warn
people against setting them off in town

some questions about the Nakusp &
Area Community Forest, including
the process for contracting, how the
wood is sold and what happens to the
profit or loss? Staff was directed to
communicate with NACFOR to get
the required documents for Duchaine.
It was noted that some of the answers
to Duchaine’s questions could be found
on the NACFOR website.
• Council will be holding an Open
House on Tuesday, November 13
from 6:30 - 9 pm to present financial
information to the public. This will
be an informal drop-in meeting and
the public will have an opportunity to
ask questions and provide feedback to
council and staff about village services.
• Lisa Hulshof has been hired as
Assistant Treasurer and Gina Nymeyer
as casual Office Assistant.
• Mayor Hamling noted that Mike
Pedersen had received his Level III
Wastewater Collection Certification one of only 25 people in the province
to have done so. She also commented

Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling presented long-term public works employee Al Cox with a gift
certificate on the occasion of his retirement.

Pianist Jane Coop performs in Nakusp
by Cedra Eichenauer
We were lucky to have pianist Jane
Coop come to Nakusp - truly lucky, as on
her flight from Vancouver one propeller
stopped working. Thankfully, the plane
was able to return to Vancouver, where
Coop boarded another plane to fly safely
to Castlegar, so she could perform to
a full house in the Bonnington on
October 2.
Billed as “experienced and brilliant,”
Coop lived up to her publicity. She is a
respected soloist, recitalist and chamber
musician, and was Professor of Piano
and Chamber Music at UBC for more
than 30 years.
Jane Coop described her program
as a “Russian sandwich” beginning and
ending with Russian composers. Dmitri
Shostakovitch’s Prelude and Fugue,
Op. 87 No. 14 in E-flat Minor was
sombre and dark. In contrast, Rodion
Shchedrin’s Prelude and Fugue No. 12 in
G sharp Minor was much more cheerful.
Moving deeper into the sandwich,
Coop played Oiseaux Tristes (from
Miroirs) by Maurice Ravel. She told

limits without a permit, and issue a
warning pamphlet about the dangers of
fireworks with every purchase.
• Councillor Guy Duchaine asked

photo credit: claire Paradis, arrow lakes news

by Dan Nicholson
• Al Cox retired from the village
public works department in August,
after nine years of service.
Mayor Hamling said, “Al took great
pride in his duties and responsibilities
in keeping the village and the arena
and auditorium neat and tidy. Al was
known around town as Gator Al. He
was friendly and promoted the village
to residents and visitors alike.”
Mayor Hamling noted his passion
for woodworking, golf and astronomy.
Cox was presented with a gift certificate
to Home Hardware.
• There was a brief discussion
about Kate Tupper’s statue. It was
noted that the work still needed powder
coating. Tupper will be meeting with
the Arrow Lakes Arts Council to see
if the work can be completed under
their budget.
• A proposal by the Nakusp General
Store to sell fireworks year-round,
instead of the week currently allowed
under the village’s fireworks bylaw,
was referred to staff for review and
report.
The owners note that many other
jurisdictions in the province allow such
sales, and that the village bylaw put
them at a competitive disadvantage.

us that the mood of this piece evoked a
humid tropical afternoon for her every
time she played it.
The final selection before
intermission was Ludwig van
Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata, a piece
familiar to most of the audience.
After intermission Coop played
Johannes Brahms’ 8 Klavierstücke,
Op.76. Composed of eight shorter pieces,
normally divided into two ‹books,› Coop
played them through, taking us through
a wide variety of moods and emotions.
The final selection of the evening
was a couple of pieces by Sergei
Rachmaninov: Etudes-Tableaux Op.
39, No. 8 in D Minor, and Prelude Op.
23, No. 7 in C minor. The sandwich was
complete. Well, almost.
The encore was taken from Mozart’s
Sonata in A minor. Playing Mozart
is what Coop is known for, so it was
wonderful to get a taste.
Watching her long, graceful fingers
as she played was the perfect visual
accompaniment to the music—a double
delight.

Nakusp General Store once again presents

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Operation Christmas Child gives you the opportunity to make
this Christmas brighter for a needy child. This project of
Samaritan’s Purse allows you as a family to send a message of
love and compassion to children in crisis in areas of the world.
We welcome the opportunity to join with you to bring a gift
of hope, faith and compassion to a needy child this year. To
take part in this exciting program, ask
for a brochure at Nakusp General Store.
Shoe boxes available at
Nakusp General Store
Broadway St., Nakusp
Ph: 265-3444
The deadline for returning your shoe
box to the Nakusp General Store is November 24, 2012. No
room for extensions.

OPEN
HOUSE

Invitation to
Family and
Friends
In Celebration of
Andy and Eve
Desaunoy’s
Milestone
Birthdays
P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK
Saturday, November 10, 2012
1:00 to 3:00
Meet
Minny

Nakusp Senior Citizens’
Centre

P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

This beautiful ginger & white cat will
be up for adoption soon.
Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.
If you are interested in giving Minny a home,
please call P.A.L.S. at
250-265-3792
or e-mail us at pals-online.ca
DO YOU
PALS AGM meetingME?
on February 9th, 7pm at
RECOGNIZE
950 Crescent Bay Rd

This male kitty
is very social
WEEKLY
SPONSOR:
This beautiful ginger & white cat will
and loving. He
will be put
Selkirk
beRealty
up for adoption soon.
up for adoption soon if he

Kelly
Her
nameRoberts
is Minny and she is very friendly.
not claimed.
Please
Ifis(250)
you
are265-3635
interested
in call
giving Minny a home,
PALS at 250-265-3792
or
please call P.A.L.S.
at
250-265-3792
or e-mail us at pals-online.ca
email
info@palsonline.ca
ifPALS
you recognize
this on
kitty!
AGM meeting
February 9th, 7pm at
950 Crescent Bay Rd

WEEKLY
WEEKLYSPONSOR:
SPONSOR:
Selkirk
Selkirk Realty
Realty
Kelly Roberts
Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635
(250) 265-3635
www.royallepage.ca
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on Pedersen’s annual ‘Know Your
Watershed’ tours that he does for the
local Grade 8 Class. “I’ve had students
tell me that it was the highlight of their
year.”
• A memorial bench for Bunty
Maxfield will be installed on the
waterfront pathway.
• Nakusp Hot Springs reported a
busy month in September, with 19-29
campers per day.
• Water leak repairs continue on
Nakusp East Road and Shakespeare.
To date in 2012, Public Works has
addressed 17 leaks. In a typical year
there would be 4-5 leaks taken care of.
• The village has received a request
to hold a wedding and reception on the
green space on Waterfront below the
Leland Hotel. Parks, Public Works and
village administration will review the
request and report back to council.
• Council supported a campaign by
the FCM urging the federal government
to develop a long-term plan for
municipal infrastructure funding.
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Former New Denver mayor releases funny, insightful memoir
by Art Joyce
Gary Wright, who served New
Denver through eight terms as mayor,
has turned his hand to writing, to
great effect. His just-released memoir,
Unrepentant: The Story of An Era,
is packed with snappy one-liners,
memorable quotes and gut-busting

funny anecdotes. Appropriately, Wright
hosted a book-signing at New Denver’s
Apple Tree restaurant Saturday, October
27 from 2 to 4 pm. The Apple Tree was
a frequent meeting place for committees
chaired by the former mayor.
Wright begins with his student days
in the US, in particular his association

Royal Canadian
Legion – Nakusp
Remembrance Day
in honour of those who served
Sunday, November 11
10:00 am
In the Legion Hall
A parade to the Cenotaph will be followed with
a short service, 2 minutes of silence and the
laying of the wreaths.
All members of the community are cordially invited to attend.
There will be tea and coffee for the adults, and hot chocolate
for the children, served in the Hall after the parade!

Stop and take time
to Remember!

with the Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS), a group that was closely
monitored by the FBI for its opposition
to the Vietnam war. Though it ultimately
failed to halt the war, the SDS produced
many expatriates who found their way to
Canada and contributed greatly in their
incarnation as new Canadians. Coming
from rough and tumble Montana, Wright
found himself in California helping to
organize protest marches and peace
rallies. He describes himself as “a
shallow guy who wakes up each morning
happy to lace his tennis shoes without
help,” yet he holds to 1964 American
presidential candidate Barry Goldwater’s
maxim: “Extremism in the defense of
liberty is no vice, and moderation in the
pursuit of justice is no virtue.”
Other Kootenay writers from the
1960s era such as Tom Wayman and
Ernest Hekkanen have also written
about their time in the peace movement,
chronicling the often brutal force brought
to bear against peaceful protestors.
Wright does this too but leavens the
anecdotes with his trademark droll
humour. While being trained how to
respond to police use of force, he is told
to collapse into the “non-violent fetal
position.” “I couldn’t help but ask if there
was a violent fetal position,” he quips.
Wright manages to make it to
Canada with the support of his loyal
partner ‘Beryl,’ who seems cut from the
wise woman cloth at an early age. Two
friendly border guards sympathetic to the
draft resisters’ cause prove to be allies.
As with many activists from the ’60s,
Wright’s sense of his own country has
been shattered by the Vietnam war. His
eye for irony is active throughout the
book. “It’s funny how injustice is easier
to bear if it’s not directed at you,” he
notes of America at the time. Wright was
among the Vietnam ‘draft dodgers’ later

pardoned by President Carter.
After working at a series of jobs in
group homes, Wright realizes he isn’t
cut out for the helping professions. He
decides to get serious about the guitar and
form a band. There are some hysterically
funny moments in this section of the
book describing incidents with band
members, shady club owners, and
downright bizarre gigs. In one country
bar, the stage is protected by a screen of
chicken wire just like the famous scene
in the film The Blues Brothers. At a biker
bar, his bandmate Donna Jean saves
the day by impressing the tough guys
with her yodeling. His chance at rock
superstardom in Vancouver is blown
when he schedules a concert the same
day Led Zeppelin and Eric Clapton are
in town. Eventually Wright makes his
way to New Denver, where he is told that
“men come to the valley to fall in love
and women come to get strong.” For him
it was a chance to put down some roots
after “five years stateless, 10 years on a
wanted list, and 20 years on the road”
as a musician.
The last part of the book covers
his political career as mayor of New
Denver and chairman for the Regional
District board. Up to this point in life
his credo had been “be yourself and
turmoil will follow naturally.” Now he
has to learn a new set of skills, aided
once again by humour and a keen sense
of insight into human nature. Among

these skills was an ability to read the
Municipal Act “without falling into a
narcoleptic coma.” He soon notes that
the Act “makes mayors responsible for
the ‘good government’ of their towns,
then proceeds to only let them do so
with the approval of the World Trade
Organization, the federal government,
the provincial government, their own
councils and the electorate.”
Opposition arises from unexpected
quarters, such as when a local
environmental group targets him for his
proposal to build a village dock at the
foot of main street. The story of DJ’s and
Lorna Obermayer’s creative response
to the harassment is worth the price of
the book alone. A local man appoints
himself the official mayoral heckler, a
curmudgeon Wright must endure with
every trip to the post office. Over the
years he learns that, “not more than 10
New Denverites can agree on anything,
and that is only if we belong to the same
family or secret cult.”
Although a politician’s memoir
often reeks of thinly-disguised
retribution, Wright manages to be honest
yet graceful to his political foes over
the years. He realizes that all the mania
for ‘great leaders’ is a societal trap that
often subverts democracy rather than
advancing it. “We can’t all be leaders, but
we can all be followers,” he concludes.
“It’s up to us to stop following maniacs
and charlatans.”

Former New Denver mayor, Gary Wright signs copies of his new book at the Apple Tree Sandwich
Shop. Wright will be doing book-signings at the Vallican Whole and the Slocan Library in November.

Come and enjoy the beautiful fall colours
in Kaslo! Treat yourself to a Fall Getaway
package! Get a lakeside room, 2 entrees and
either a bottle of wine or a pitcher of beer...
all for the price of a lakeside room.
430 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-7714 • 1-866-823-1433
www.kaslohotel.com

ZUMBA is the fastest
growing fitness class
in the world!!!! And
it is right here in
Nakusp. IT IS FUN
FUN FUN!
First class
FREE
on Monday,
November 5,
6 pm to 7 pm.
All classes
Mondays and
Wednesdays,
6 pm to 7 pm
at the Legion Hall.
$5 drop-in plus one
time yearly fee of $20.
BUY A 10 CLASS
PUNCH PASS AND
RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!
(while quantities last).

MARIE WREDE
250-265-2226
mariewrede.zumba.com

For updates:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Little-Mountain-Outdoor-Gear/180036842019498
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George Harding retires from School District 10 Arrow Lakes

photo credit: gene nagy

by Jan McMurray
Long-time School District 10
Arrow Lakes employee George
Harding is retiring as of November
1 and returning to his hometown of
Lockeport, Nova Scotia.
“We’re going to be really sad to see
him go,” said Board of Education Chair
Pattie Adam. “He’s been an important
part of School District 10 – one of
those genuine people who truly cares
about kids.”
Superintendent Denise Perry
echoed those sentiments. “It is a loss to
the district – he has provided incredible
services and supports to our students as
a teacher, principal and mentor over the
years – but we are also excited for him
and wish him all the very best in his
retirement.”
Harding had planned to retire at
the end of the school year, but with his
mother’s passing on September 10, he
felt it was time to go back home. “My
mother was the rock of our family,” he
said. “My dad died when I was 11 years
old and my mother, at 39 years old, was
left with nine children to raise. She was
an awesome mother. All my siblings
live in or around Lockeport and it’s
where I belong, with family and beside
the ocean.”
Over the 24 years since 1988 that
Harding has been with the district,
he has been principal of Nakusp,
Burton, Edgewood and the now closed
Glenbank and Fauquier Elementary
Schools. He also did some teaching,
and filled the role of Special Education
Coordinator in the district. He took on
many other district roles over the years,
such as aboriginal education.
Harding’s role as principal of
Nakusp Elementary School will be
temporarily filled by recently retired
SD10 superintendent, Walter Posnikoff,
who will remain in the position until
the end of the school year. Current
Superintendent Denise Perry will
take the role of Special Education
Coordinator, as she has training in
special needs. Terry Taylor will take
over aboriginal education.
When asked about the highlights
of his career at School District 10, he
answered:
“I feel blessed having been given
the opportunity to be the principal of
so many children over the past 24 years.
Some of my former students are now
parents of my present students and it is a
joy seeing the family cycle unfold. Also
I am grateful for the many excellent
teachers and teacher assistants who
have taught me so much about teaching
and learning. And often behind a good
principal is a good school secretary. I
have been blessed in School District 10,
and in fact, in the North Thompson, too.

“Another highlight for me is the
lesson of being human and the human
capacity of compassion. A few years
ago, I became depressed. Depression
can creep up on you until things get too
dark and you discover you need help.
My staff rallied behind me. When I
was too exhausted or was just mentally
in slow motion, some teaching staff
willingly pitched in and made sure my
work was done. I didn’t take a medical
leave, I continued working. Dr. Lea
and a wonderful counselor in Vernon
brought me out of the depression.
Most people didn’t know that anything
was wrong. Some parents did and they

regularly encouraged me, left flowers
on my desk, and sent notes to let me
know they cared and that everything
was going to be all right. These parents
and teachers know what they did for me
and I am forever grateful.
“Things did work out. I have not
had an episode since and although
these past two months could have
been crushing, my personal strength
of character and the support of close
colleagues has carried me though it
all. How lucky does one get to have a
colleague and friend like Mrs. Hall for
24 years!”
Harding and his family moved from

submitted
Mirja Vahala and the Mirja Vahala
Art Studio (previously Inspiring
Minds Fine Art) will kick off the fall
season with their annual two-day art
show November 4 – 5 at Windborne
B&B, 3900 Broadwater Road in
Castlegar.
The exhibit featuring new paintings
is an annual event in celebration of
local artists, highlighting the works
of Vahala and her students. Vahala’s
passion for encouraging others to
pursue their artistic dreams was the
catalyst behind the event and is a
must-attend event for any burgeoning
or experienced artist.
“This show provides a venue for
participants of my art classes to show
their work, whether they have painted
for years or just begun, and to celebrate
their accomplishments,” she says.
Doors open at 10 am and the event
runs until 4 pm. Everyone is welcome
and visitors are encouraged to ask

questions.
Vahala’s inspiration for the
natural world comes together in this
exhibition featuring mountain scapes
soaring to the sky, mood created by
fog and the glow of fall colours. These
locally inspired landscape works are
impressionistic scenes frozen in a
moment, making visible the beauty
and power of the area these talented
artists call home.
As a celebrated instructor and
artist, her work has been displayed at
the Kootenay Gallery, Gallery 378 in
Nelson, The Federation of Canadian
Artists Gallery in Vancouver as well
as numerous galleries and private
collections around the world. She
has taught hundreds of enthusiastic
students through Selkirk College and
her studio over the past decade.
For more information, please
contact Mirja Vahala at: mirja@
mirjavahala.com or by phone at 250365-7679.

Local artist opens her studio
for exhibition art show

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Studio Connexion Gallery is proud to offer original art-gifts for
the Holiday Season.

“Deck the Walls”

GALLERY

Fifth Edition
11 am to 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday
November 15 – December 1

203 - Fifth Avenue Nakusp • 250-265-8888

Uses for Poppy Donations
The Royal Canadian Legion
Money donated during The Royal Canadian Legion’s annual
Poppy-Remembrance Campaign is placed in Poppy Trust Funds. Some
of the many ways this money is used to improve life for people in your
community include:
• providing assistance to needy
ex-service members and their
dependants

George Harding has retired as principal of NES.

• supporting medical training and
research, and the provision of
community medical appliances
which will assist in the care of
veterans.

• funding the purchase, construction
and maintenance of housing
and care facilities for elderly and
disabled persons
• providing bursaries to children and
grandchildren of veterans
• supporting drop-in centres for
seniors and funding meals-onwheels services

the North Thompson school district
to Nakusp – his wife had relatives in
Slocan, and they felt they wanted to
live in a slightly larger community than
those in the North Thompson. “It has
been a terrific community to raise our
children,” he said.
In his retirement, Harding says he
will get his sea kayak on the ocean and
join a kayak club, and will probably
join the local arts council because he’s
enjoyed his involvement with the Arrow
Lakes Arts Council. He’s thinking he
will also offer free tutoring to help
children learn to read. “I have always
had a deep need to help children make
their way in life and one of the biggest
hurdles for some is learning to read.”
Harding purchased an 1876 house
in Lockeport, just five doors up from
his mother’s home, where he was born.
He has spent the past several summers
restoring the house. “I think it’s very
lovely now, and I feel perfectly at home
there. I have wonderful neighbours and
a caring church congregation. What
more could I ask for? Well, maybe

9

if my children lived closer!” he said.
Forrest lives in Calgary and Sarah is in
Edmonton.
Harding assured us that he would
be back. “Nakusp is my second home,
and I have friends that I treasure so I’ll
be back for visits. Thank you all for
all that you have done for me over the
years. Bless you.”
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 276
Slocan Valley

Remembrance Day
Memorial Service
Sunday, November 11
Slocan City

10:30 ...Assembly at Legion Hall
10:50 ...........Parade to Cenotaph
11:00 ..........................Ceremony
Lunch will be served at the Hall
following the Ceremony
“Let us never forget
their valour and sacrifice.”

MADDEN TIMBERFRAME HOMES
email: Dave@maddentimber.com www.maddentimber.com

250 265 3316

• Design and Engineering
• Custom Stairs
• Concrete and Stick
• Framing
• Interior Finishing
• Wood Windows and Doors
• Entranceways
• Decks
• Timber Sales
Timber and Log Structures
Handcut traditional joinery with local wood since 2006
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Kaslo council, October 12: Fire hall concept drawings are in
by Jan McMurray
• Council has received preliminary
fire hall drawings from Terry Swan,
Regional Fire Chief, and will ask him to
meet with council and Director Shadrack
to discuss project timing and costs. “If
we want to go to referendum in April,
we have to get cracking,” commented
Councillor Lang.
• Mayor Lay reported on the
first meeting of the Kaslo Healthcare
Working Group with Interior Health
representatives on October 15. He
said IH representatives provided data,
but there were gaps in the data. For
example, they had the number of total
admissions to the emergency department
but not by month. The committee feels
it is important to have the monthly data
because there are so many more people
in town in summer. He also said that
IH feels the emergency room in Kaslo
has never been a true emergency room
because it is for diagnosis only – most
emergency patients get moved on to
another facility. “We are going to define
these things [like ‘emergency room’].
This is what it means in Kaslo,” he said.
• A letter from Hajo Meijer observes
that many trees have been removed in
Kaslo since he moved here 12 years ago,
and asks what the Village is planning
to do about re-planting. Council first
considered the recommendation to
refer this to budget to develop a more
comprehensive boulevard tree plan
including removal and re-planting

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

activities. This motion was defeated.
Instead, council voted to send Meijer
a copy of the Tree Planting and
Removal Policy. Councillor Leathwood
commented that council had developed
a fairly comprehensive tree policy, and
suggested including information about
it in the next Council Twitter. Council
agreed.
• Organizers of the Kaslo Rainbow
Derby in November asked council to
delay the removal of the public wharf
until after the derby. Public Works
staff will be asked to inspect the dock
in regard to public safety and report to
the Development Services Committee,
which was given authority to act on this.
• A letter from the Kaslo Housing
Society states that the society “feels
strongly that the land use bylaw revisions
should remove any barriers to affordable
housing, and add new provisions that
support and sustain it.” The society
recommends the Focus report as a good
resource for this.
Councillor Leathwood said she felt
the society’s concerns were addressed
at the open house on the land use bylaw.
Councillor Holland said he did not see
any barriers to affordable housing in
the draft bylaw. “We’ve decreased lot
sizes, we’re going for carriage houses –
we’ve done quite a bit,” he said. Council
voted to contact the society, advise
them council feels their concerns were
addressed at the open house, and invite
them to make a submission at the time
of the OCP review.
A motion to refer the Focus report to
Lori Staples, the consultant who drafted
the land use bylaw, was defeated.
• The lease with Imperial Oil for the
old Esso property for a five-year-term
at a cost of $1 per year will be signed.
Mayor Lay said he thought a parking
lot could be made there, although there
will be design issues. “Now we need a
plan for how we’re going to manage that
area,” he said.
• Despite the recommendation from
the Municipal Services Committee to
turn down the proposal to have IXL
Driver Training at the Kaslo airport
during the winter, council decided to
pursue the opportunity. Councillors
Holland and Lang and Mayor Lay spoke
in favour of having the driving school
come and use the airstrip. Councillor
Leathwood cautioned that CAO Sawyer
said at the Municipal Services Committee
meeting she felt the airport could not be
temporarily decommissioned as an
airport during the driver training. Mayor
Lay pointed out that IXL has used the

Boundary Bay airstrip for driver training
courses. Council decided to invite IXL
to the November 19 Municipal Services
Committee meeting to discuss snow
clearing, liability insurance, a damage
deposit and other issues.
• Council received a copy of an email
from Councillor Holland to the Kaslo
Chamber of Commerce regarding Cody
Caves. Holland and Director Shadrack
met with a Ministry of Environment
Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) at
the Union of BC Municipalities. “The
ministry has made a commitment to issue
an operating permit for Cody Caves for
the 2013 season,” says Holland. “The
situation with the previous operator was
reviewed and it was agreed that there
was a breakdown in communications
resulting in the needless, unfortunate
closing of a tourism asset.” Holland
reports that the ADM said the ministry
has the power and willingness to amend
licencing requirements and would do so
in this case. The ADM also indicated
there are funds set aside to contribute

to a promotional video for the caves.
Holland asks the Chamber to help get
the word out that there is an opportunity
for an operator for the caves next year.
• Council received an email from
Director Shadrack to Interior Health to
register his “disappointment with the
impediment being created by the IHA
for the operation of the Food Hub in
Kaslo and Electoral Area D.” The IH
has disallowed the Food Hub to accept
donations of meat for distribution to
people in need. He asks that this decision
be re-considered. A reply from Kevin
Touchet of IHA in Kamloops states that
a review of the decision will take place.
• Mike Morrison of the RDCK wrote
to update council on the transfer station
gate. Because the gate is sometimes left
open by Kaslo and District Community
Forest contractors, the RDCK is looking
for a way to provide better security for
the transfer station. It has come to light
that the gate does not sit on land covered
by the lease between the RDCK and the
Province for the transfer station site.

Mayor Lay reported that the RDCK
is now going to acquire a lease for the
land where the gate sits, and would like
to move the gate closer to the transfer
station. However, the Public Works
Foreman is concerned about the security
of the water reservoir if the gate is
moved. Council passed a motion that the
existing gate remain in place to provide
security for the water reservoir and
headworks, and that the Village assume
responsibility for the gate.
• There will be an informal meeting
between council, RDCK representatives
and KDCFS representatives on
November 19 in council chambers.
The purpose of the meeting is to share
information, as KDCFS reps have
sometimes felt they learn about actions
and programs of local governments too
late. Suggested agenda items include
climate change mitigation strategies,
watershed monitoring, fuel treatment,
economic opportunities, access to the
community forest near the transfer
station, resource roads.

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Healthcare Working Group
representatives have met with Interior
Health officials twice now to work
towards a solution for Kaslo’s emergency
department. They hope to find a solution
by early January.
Maggie Winters of the local working
group said the first two weeks were
spent sharing data. “We needed to
understand the issues, and IHA has
been very forthcoming and has taken
a collaborative approach,” she said.
“They’ve let us digest the data, and
then we’ve been trying to come up with
potential avenues in terms of exploring
solutions.”

Winters reported that potential
solutions have been identified, and the
next step is to bring physicians and
nurses into the discussion. She said
details about the potential solutions will
not be released until they have been
discussed with the doctors and nurses.
“We realize that the on-call burden
is difficult when there are just two
physicians. We need to figure out how
to fix that so it’s not disruptive to their
lives but still meets the needs of the
community,” she said. The two meetings
so far have taken place between IH
representatives Dr. Alan Stewart and
Linda Basran and two members of the
Kaslo Healthcare Working Group –

Winters and Dr. Barrie Woodhurst – who
then report back to the working group.
The group was formed by Mayor Lay
and Director Shadrack, and consists
of Lay, Shadrack, Winters, Woodhurst,
Maggie Crowe, Ronda Gates, Thomas
Humphries, and Aimee Watson.
On September 12, Interior Health
announced that 24/7 emergency
department hours in Kaslo would be
cut to Monday to Friday, 9 to 5, as of
November 2. After a huge public outcry,
IH postponed the changes at the health
centre until the end of January 2013 to
allow for discussion on a service model
that will best meet the needs of the
community in the future.

by Jan McMurray
The new corporal in charge of
Kaslo’s RCMP detachment is Corporal
Shaun Begg, who comes to us from the
Lower Mainland.
“I’ve always wanted to police in
a small community,” he said. “I come
from a long line of mounties, so I lived
in many places throughout the province
growing up, and I know the big city is
not for me.”
There was a competition for
the corporal position at the Kaslo
detachment. “Everybody is interested
in Kaslo because it’s so beautiful and
because of the great people,” he said.
Begg and his wife have a three-yearold son and 10-week-old daughter. His
daughter was just four days old when the
family moved to Kaslo.

“Being part of the community is
huge for me,” he said. He is already
playing hockey and curling and his son
is involved in many activities as well.
Begg said he knew he came to the
right place when he took his son to the
skate park. The bigger boys were there,
and when Begg’s small son took a
tumble, one of the big boys picked him
up, dusted him off and encouraged him
to keep trying.
Begg’s RCMP career started in
Delta, where he spent six years – the first
three on general duty and the last three
on the General Target Team, which deals
with property crime and drugs. “My drug
experience will be very valuable here,”
he said. He then transferred to Surrey
for almost five years, where he was
promoted to corporal in 2009.

Born in Prince George, Begg has
lived in Nanaimo, Salmon Arm and
Langley. He calls Salmon Arm his home.
“I am very proud of the organization,
to be in the RCMP. I’m proud of the
direction we’re headed. I’ve worked
with some great leaders. I come to work
here with a smile on my face every day,”
he concluded.

submitted
Touchstones Nelson is pleased to
announce the launch of its newest online
exhibit ‘Landscape Lost: Forestry and
Life in the Duncan River Valley’. The
site is a collection of photographs, by
Robert (Bob) Wallace, of fire lookouts,
old mining and trappers’ cabins and
community gatherings, as well as the
communities of Howser and Lardeau.
The BC Forest Service hired
Wallace around 1939 as a lookout man
at Bear Creek in the upper Duncan River
valley. This exhibit features more than
200 of his photographs documenting

the area prior to the construction of the
Duncan Dam that flooded the valley in
1967. The images, beautiful in their own
right, have added significance in that they
document jobs, transportation methods
and communities that no longer exist,
yet were commonplace just over half a
century ago.
The site includes a biographical
sketch of the photographer and excerpts
from a work journal he kept in the
summer of 1942. Visitors to the site will
get a glimpse of the talents, hard work
ethic and love of the outdoors Wallace
shared with his family, friends and co-

workers. The creation of the site has been
funded in part by the Irving K. Barber
Learning Centre, University of British
Columbia, British Columbia History
Digitization Program. The exhibit is
available at http://touchstonesnelson.ca/
exhibitions/wallace/.
The launch of the site will be
celebrated at Touchstones Nelson
on October 27 at 1 pm. Nelson-born
Stanley G. Triggs, former curator of
the McCord Museum of Photography
at McGill University, who worked with
Wallace and donated this collection of
photographs, will be in attendance.

Kaslo working with IH toward solution for ER

Corporal Shaun Begg joins the Kaslo RCMP detachment

Corporal Shaun Begg

Touchstones launches online exhibit of historical Duncan photos

Congratulations to Devin & Nolin Pettersson-Tarr on
your graduation, June, 2012 in Whitehorse, Yukon.
All the best!
From your granparents Ulla and Mike Thornbery
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Silverton council, October 16: Mayor Provan initiates age-friendly committee
by Jan McMurray
• Mayor Provan reported on
her attendance at the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) convention,
the West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Health District meeting in Nakusp
October 10, the annual pre-winter
meeting with YRB, and the public
meeting on the Silverton gallery
feasibility study.
• At UBCM, Mayor Provan
attended a workshop on ‘age-friendly
communities.’ She said 25 percent of
the BC population is now 65 and older,
so the provincial government has an agefriendly funding program. The program
was undersubscribed last year, so the
leftover money was rolled into this year’s
for a total of $500,000. Communities can
apply for up to $20,000, and the deadline
is November 16. Mayor Provan said she
had done some preliminary work on this
by having discussions with the seniors
and Silverton Community Club. She
proposed that she form a committee of
residents, and she and the committee
will find out what is needed in Silverton
and apply for the grant. Council agreed.
• Councillor Main reported on her
attendance at the UBCM convention.
She attended a meeting with a Ministry
of Environment representative along
with her colleagues in New Denver,
Slocan and Area H. They outlined their

concerns with electronics recycling and
other product stewardship issues, lake
management, and Director Popoff’s issue
of pulp mill sludge being used as a soil
amendment. Again with representatives
from Slocan, New Denver and Area H,
she attended meetings with the Minister
of Environment, the Minister of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations,
and the Minister of Tourism regarding
backcountry access roads, particularly
the ones leading to important recreation
areas such as Kokanee Glacier Park. She
reported that there were commitments
from the Ministers of Forests and
Tourism to set up meetings with the
Ministry of Transportation and YRB to
do some road assessments and create
a workplan and timeline for salvaging
useable resource roads.
She joined the RDCK delegation
that met with the Minister of Health
regarding onerous over-regulation
of small water systems; the RDCK
delegation that met with the Premier,
Minister of Justice and Attorney General
regarding Emergency Management
funding and operations; and the RDCK
delegation that met with the Minister of
Environment regarding the tailings pond
on the Salmo landfill property that started
giving way during high water this year.
She said that Slocan Valley and
Central Kootenay representatives

working together made a distinct
impression on ministers and staff.
• Councillor Clarke reported on
the October Chamber of Commerce
meeting. New Denver Merchants’
Night will be held Thursday, December
6, 5-8 pm. Vendors will also be invited
to set up this year. Vendors must be
Chamber members, and memberships
are available.
• Council decided to pass on the
opportunity to make application under
the second round of Community
Infrastructure Improvement Fund (CIIF)
grants, as the Village does not have any
‘shovel ready’ projects. All councilors
agreed that they were not ready to apply
for funds for the Silverton Gallery
project.
In the first round of CIIF funding,
council submitted an application for
further arena upgrades. Successful
applications are expected to be
announced on November 2.
• Council agreed to allow Recreation
Commission No. 6 to store equipment
in the downstairs office of the fire hall
building. The equipment is mostly
baseball gear and is currently stored
on long-time Recreation Commission
member Kevin Murphy’s property.
Murphy has recently resigned as
commissioner.
• Council agreed to a grant-in-aid for

by Michael Dorsey
• Council noted that the RFP for
preparation of a shovel-ready project for
new washrooms in Centennial Park was
re-issued with a deadline of November
2. Council will have a special meeting
November 7 to award the contract. The
Village would like the report completed
by December 14. The report will be
submitted with an application for any
upcoming grant program that would
be suitable for the construction project.
• Mayor Bunka reported on
a stakeholders meeting with YRB

representatives and noted some changes
in area coverage. Nakusp YRB will now
plow to Bonanza Road and New Denver
YRB will be responsible for Highway
31A. YRB crews will be clearing brush
on Silverton Hill.
• Council received a letter from
Richard Caniell regarding the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society survey. A
reply will be sent to Caniell, informing
him that no taxpayer money from the
Village was used for the survey, and
suggesting he join the SLSS to enable
his direct input.

submitted
Previously, results of Area H
Recreation Commission Board GrantsIn-Aid decisions were delivered through
Village of New Denver Minutes in the
Valley Voice. In the interest of this and
several other initiatives supporting
openness/accountability, results of the
October 22 deliberations for Winter
2012-13 are posted below.
Grant applications seeking funding
came in to a total of $10,270 this
fall. Available funding amounted to
$4,300. Board members use factors
including Breadth of Appeal, Number
of Participants, Budget Presentation and
Overall Merit in their deliberations on the
allocation of available funds.
Silverton Comm. Club, Xmas By
The Lake, $200; Silverton Curling Club,
cost of ice rental, $400; N. Valley Mtn.
Film Fest, venue and equipment rent,
$400; Slocan L. Gallery Soc., Yamaha
DXR12 monitor, $300; Hills Nordic
Ski Club, coach training $600; Slocan L.

Arena Soc., lease, ice-resurfacer, $600;
Valhalla Fine Arts Soc., Corazon Choir
hall rent, bus transport, $300; SLELS
Nursery School, play equipment $400;
Slocan Valley S. mobile, Mary Simpson
Mem. cabin restor., $800; Youth Night
(SLAS), movie license, $300.

• Council approved a request from
the Chamber of Commerce to close
6th Ave. from Highway 6 to Josephine
St. for Merchants’ Night on Thursday,
December 6.
• Council approved the Five Year
Vegetation Plan by WSA Engineering
for the Carpenter Creek dike, and
will forward the plan to the Ministry
of Environment and Department of
Fisheries and Oceans for approval.
• Mayor Bunka reported she recently
learned at a workshop that for every tax
dollar, the federal government receives
50 cents, the provincial government
receives 42 cents and local government
receives eight cents.

New Denver council, October 23: Plan for new Centennial Park washrooms soon

Area H Recreation Commission Update

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

• Concrete finishing,
decorative stamping,
staining
• Custom concrete
countertops
• Sinks and bathtubs
• Fireplace hearths and
mantels
• Garden tables
Creative concrete
solutions for your
home and business.
Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

New Denver
Hospice presents

ADVANCE CARE
PLANNING
WORKSHOP
Mike Sweeny, lawyer, and
Kay Costley-White, retired
physician will review legal and
medical aspects of Wills, Living
Wills, Powers of Attorney,
Representation Agreements and
other issues related to planning
for the end of our lives.

Saturday November 17,
1-4 pm
Knox Hall, New Denver
$10
sponsored by

Lucerne School teacher Katrina Sumrall,
who stayed at the Silverton campground
on September 12 and 13 with her class
and some parents. Council decided to
give her a 50 percent discount off the
$301 camping fees. Council noted that
$900 had been budgeted for grants in aid,
and the only other grant they had given
out this year was to Danika Hammond
for her trip to Ottawa ($100).
• Council supported two resolutions
advocating for a long-term plan from the
provincial and federal governments to
fund community infrastructure needs.
One resolution originated from the BC
Mayors’ Caucus and the other from the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM).
Mayor Provan attended the BC
Mayors’ Caucus on September 24,
where 140 BC mayors out of 160 were
in attendance. At this meeting, the caucus
passed a resolution endorsing a statement
about long-term infrastructure funding
for communities. “The concern is that
the Building Canada Plan will be up in

2014 and we want something to replace
it,” she said.
• Council renewed its contract
with Silver Cove Strata to plow Silver
Cove Drive. Strata representative Darril
Beninger asked council to consider
a longer-term contract than one year.
Council agreed to a three-year contract,
keeping in mind that council terms are
three years and acknowledging that this
agreement would still be in force for the
first year of the next council’s term. The
fee for service was $200 last year, will
be $205 this year, and will increase every
year according to the BC Consumer
Price Index.
• During public time, Barb
Broughton told council that the fence
erected by the Village between the
campground and their property violates
the Boulevard Bylaw. Mayor Provan
said they would follow up on this
and get back to the Broughtons. Don
Broughton pointed out that the fence was
an inconvenience to them, keeping them
from having decent access to their house.

By Jan McMurray
Slocan council met on October 22
for a Committee of the Whole meeting,
where they discussed the microhydro
project, the Valhalla Crew Camp
property and wayfinder signage.
• Working towards a decision on
whether or not a microhydro project
is viable on Springer Creek, council
will meet with FortisBC and Columbia
Power Corporation representatives,
probably on November 7. Selkirk
Power representatives will also be in
attendance.
• Council discussed the Valhalla
Crew Camp property, which is owned
by the Village. Since the closure of
the firefighting crew camp in 2007,
the property has not been maintained
and has been subject to vandalism and
neglect. There are several buildings,
trailers and recreational structures on
the property that are a liability for the
Village. Mayor Perriere said she would

like to have these structures removed,
and council agreed to look at this during
budget discussions.
• Council approved wayfinder
signage designs and asked staff to get
prices from the sign company. Council
would like to see four signs in total:
one at Giffin and Slocan, one at the
Village entrance, one at Harold Street
and one in the vicinity of Mountain
Valley Station.

Slocan council to discuss microhydro project with local experts

Village of
New Denver

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications
for the position of:
NIKKEI INTERNMENT MEMORIAL CENTRE MANAGER
With a start date of January 2013, the selected candidate will
be responsible for the day to day operation of the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, in consultation with the Village’s senior
administrative staff. The work schedule for this position will
be 3 days (21 hours) per week from January – March, 5 days
(35 hours) per week from April – September, and 3 days (21
hours) per week from October – December. Remuneration
is set at $20.00/hour. A complete job description is available
from the Village Office.
Interested parties should submit a resume and cover letter, no
later
than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, November 16, 2012 to:
		
		
Carol Gordon, CAO
		
Village of New Denver
		
PO Box 40
		
New Denver, BC
		V0G 1S0

All applicants are thanked for their interest – only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.

LIVING
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Life
Matters

with Debbie
Pereversoff

Considering the
snowbird lifestyle

With Old Man Winter fast
approaching, the thought of spending
up to six months in a warm US state
or in sunny Mexico during Canada’s
cold or rainy winter season is becoming
increasingly appealing and popular for
millions of Canadian retirees. This trend
is increasing every year as Canada’s
population ages.
‘Quality of life’ decisions, of course,
are the key to enhancing one’s mental,
emotional, physical and social wellbeing. Because Canadians are living
and staying healthier longer, retirement
could mean another 30 years of life. With
proper planning, the Snowbird lifestyle
can be the most active, stimulating,
satisfying and enjoyable experience of
one’s retirement years. Many Snowbirds
leave in early November and return at
the end of April, while others don’t leave
until the beginning of the new year. They
can have the best of both worlds in terms
of climate and enjoy the benefits of both
countries.
There are many matters to deal
with when you are spending up to six
months as a Canadian Snowbird. You

must consider issues such as family,
friends, finances, fluctuations in currency
exchange rates, investments, taxes,
immigration, customs, housing, travel,
safety and security, as well as medical
and other types of insurance. You also
need to give thought to such important
matters as money management, financial
planning, wills, estate planning, and the
need for reliable professionals and other
advisors. Since each person’s situation
is different, and because regulations
and laws can change at any time, it’s
best to get customized feedback from
professional advisors.
As you might expect, the US is
the most popular Snowbird location.
A common language and culture,
familiarity, proximity, and accessibility
make it the destination of choice for the
vast majority of Canadian Snowbirds.
However, there is also an increasing
number of Canadians who prefer to
spend the winter months in various
parts of Mexico, a country rich with
culture and diversity. Mexico has several
locations that are popular retirement
communities for Canadian and American
part-time or full-time residents and it is
estimated that over one million Canadian
tourists visit Mexico every year.
Many choices are available when
deciding where to stay in the US with
the most popular Sunbelt states being
Florida, Arizona, California and Texas.
You might want to be based in one
area and take short sight-seeing trips
or use a recreational vehicle and travel
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through various states. Depending on
your interests and needs, there are many
factors to consider such as varied terrain,
spectacular scenery and hot weather.
Maybe you prefer the ocean, mountains
or desert, and like the proximity of city
life or rural ambience. Friends could also
be a factor, drawing you to one place or
another.
There are free US state tourism
booklets and information is available for
the asking. Check with your local library
for videos of the state and specific city
you are considering. Also, speak with
other people who are Snowbirds in that
location. Before making a decision to
buy a condo, house, mobile home or RV,
you may wish to rent one for the first
season to see if you like it. If you have
an RV, you can check many places out
to see what areas appeal to you.
Living in the south during the winter
can also be very affordable. In fact,
you may find that you come out ahead

with
Andy
Rhodes

Melissa’s good
eats at Nothin’
Fancy – just great
food

Last Tuesday, it was rainy and a
bit chilly as I drove south on Highway
6 out of New Denver. Despite the rain,
the foliage was putting on its autumn
show of smashing reds and incendiary
yellows. The car heater was on and
I felt pretty good gliding down the
road. Some time later, just south of the
Slocan Valley Co-op and ten minutes
north of Crescent Valley, I pulled into
the parking lot where the sign said
NOTHIN’ FANCY – JUST GREAT
FOOD. (Next door to Slocan Park
Service.)
Nothin’ Fancy is owned and
operated by none other than Melissa
Wilson, who has an effervescent
personality, a 1,000-watt smile, laughs
a lot, works very hard and is very good
at what she loves to do. She is the ‘onewoman show’ that sees to the feeding
of many hungry travellers (and locals)
along Highway 6, and the sign that says

financially. This is because of the savings
from the lower cost of living in the US
or Mexico. You can rent a mobile home/
RV pad in the US for a small amount,
ranging from US $200+ per month based
on a 12-month lease. You can buy a used
mobile home (fixed in place) in a park for
US $5,000+ that could meet your needs.
There are some good bargains, especially
at the end of the season in April. When
you amortize that cost over 10 or more
years, it becomes very affordable. You
also have use of all the facilities and
amenities at a mobile home/RV park,
which is generally included in your pad
lease fee.
Naturally, expenses can be higher
in some parks, but you would normally
select the type of park or condominium
community that meets your budget and
other needs. In addition, you save money
on heating costs at home in Canada
during the winter months. You could be
breaking even or paying just a bit more

than you would if you stayed at home
all winter. This may be true even if you
factor in the cost of your out-of-country
emergency medical insurance (for which
you are entitled to a tax credit, under the
‘medical expenses’ category of your tax
return). This type of attractive economic
reality is also a contributing factor to the
decision of many to winter in the south.
It is wise to evolve into the lifestyle
in a step-by-step fashion to see if you like
it, so the best thing is to try it for a month
or so by renting. Despite all the positive
benefits, the Snowbird lifestyle is not for
everyone – it is just another retirement
dream to consider.
Debbie Pereversoff is a financial
planner with Assante Financial
Management Ltd. and vice-president
of her company, The Affolter Financial
Group Inc., located in Castlegar. Please
contact a professional advisor to discuss
your particular circumstances prior to
acting on the information above.

“Just Great Food” means exactly that.
I know all this because I spent over
an hour there laughing and joking with
Melissa, getting to know her, devouring
some of her delicious offerings, and
listening to ‘oldies’ on satellite radio.
Melissa believes that oldies go well
with rainy days. I believe she’s right.
Melissa went to cooking school
in Nelson from ’03 to ’05, and since
then has worked preparing and serving
food in Nelson, Golden at the ski hill
and in a bistro, and in Castlegar at a big
pizza place and a pub. Then she moved
to the Slocan. She now has her own
restaurant. NOTHIN’ FANCY. The
place is small, cozy, warm and bright,
and seats 16 or so at five tables with
comfortable chairs.
The food? I could start with
breakfasts, but I’ll start with pizza
instead. Melissa’s pizzas are all 16inch monsters. I measured one, and
it was actually 17 inches! How ‘bout
that? OK, The ‘Meat Lovers’: lots of
pepperoni, ham, pineapple and bacon.
‘Nothin’ Fancy’: ham, capocollo,
olives, pineapple and mushrooms.
‘Today’s Pizza’ (changes daily): bacon,
mushrooms, banana pepper, onions
and cheddar. All pizzas come with
parmesan cheese and any other kind
of cheese you might want. Remember,
these pizzas have been officially
measured, by me, and they’re 17” in
diameter.
Burgers? OK then. All the onions
(red and/or white) in Melissa’s burgers
are sautéed in butter and red wine.
This gal knows what she’s doing.
Her mayo contains roasted garlic and

‘country pepper’ from The Spicery in
Rock Creek. All burgers live between
crisp, yet soft buns from Country Style
Bakery in Pass Creek. These buns are
sprinkled with flax seeds, sesame seeds
and sunflower seeds.
Burger choices include: plain,
chicken, veggie, and mushroom.
They’re all full of fabulous ‘extras,’ but
there’s one that may get me in trouble,
Melissa’s LOADED BURGER. That’s
what I had. OK. Bacon, cheese (cheddar,
edam, smoked gouda, choose one, two
or all three), lettuce, toms, onion,
pickles, banana peppers (a lot or a little),
mustard, special mayo, a five-oz. all
beef patty, and anything else you might
want, as long as Melissa has some.
Here’s where I may get into trouble.
After having experienced one, I strongly
believe that Melissa’s LOADED
BURGER IS THE BEST LOADED
BURGER IN THIS HERE SLOCAN
VALLEY! There, I said it. I mean it!
I’m not saying it’s the best lamb burger
or schnitzel burger or cheeseburger...
just the best LOADED BURGER in
these parts. That’s right. If you wanna
challenge me, show me your burgers!
Time for breakfast: All kinds of
ham & eggs, bacon, shrooms, hash
browns, English muffins. The Van
Houtte coffee’s good. Mexican or
Hawaiian. All kinds of tea.
Sandwiches? Veggie, grilled cheese,
turkey, ham, BLT and a clubhouse that
brings people crawling back begging
for more.
Guess what? There’s a big flatscreen TV at Nothin’ Fancy. Guess
what else? You can do your LAUNDRY
in the laundromat at the back of the
building while you eat and watch TV.
Where else, I ask you??
Melissa’s plans for the winter
include making Shepherd’s Pie and
maybe some homemade Mac & Cheese.
Comfort food.
Melissa kept me in such a good
mood, that after I finished the LOADED
BURGAR (BITSV), I had to have a
slice of ‘meat lovers’ pizza cut from a
17” (officially measured) pizza.
I recommend Nothin’ Fancy to
everyone. Melissa awaits you. She’s
thinking about changing the name of
the place. She’s taking suggestions. Go
there immediately. Eat fab food, watch
TV, do laundry, and laugh with the
lovely Melissa. You’re gonna love it!

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE – ARBOUR DAY

After having experienced one, I strongly believe that Melissa’s LOADED
BURGER IS THE BEST LOADED BURGER IN THIS HERE SLOCAN VALLEY!
- Andrew Rhodes, Valley Voice Food Editor

Nothin’ Fancy Restaurant
2970 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park, BC • 250-226-0065

The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour Day on
Wednesday, November 14, 2012. We will pick up all yard
and pruning waste that is placed at the curb by 8 am. Please
ensure that all branches are bundled and tied and all garden
refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no household
garbage or construction material will be picked up.
Please ensure that all bundles and bags are an
acceptable weight. Remember, you only have to
lift one bag in comparison to the number our
crew will have to lift. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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announcements

RIDESHARE cuts greenhouse gas
emissions, saves $$$ and reduces traffic.
Improved site options for North Slocan.
Visit: kootenayrideshare.com
COLON HYDRO THERAPY, “the
forgotten key to health,” is now available
at the Hand and Soul in Silverton. For
information, and/or an appointment phone
Slocan Lake Colonic Works at 250-3582689.
VALLEY CARE HOME now offering inhome support services in the Slocan Valley.
226-6724 for a plan that suits you.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
gives you the opportunity to make this
Christmas brighter for a needy child. This
project of Samaritan’s Purse allows you
as a family to send a message of love and
compassion to children in crisis areas of the
world. To pick up a shoe box and brochure,
they are available at New Market Foods,
New Denver, BC. Collection week is
November 19-25, 2012 and you can drop
off the filled boxes at New Market Foods.

automotive

OLDER TRUCK AND FIFTH WHEEL
for sale. Both in top condition inside and
out. Asking $4,500 for both. A steal. Must
sell. Call Don 250-265-4875 evenings.

business opportunities

THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business?
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

card of thanks

A BIG THANK YOU to the community!
Sadye Butler’s bottle drive for her volunteer
trip to Malawi raised around $2,000!
THANK YOU!
UNITY FESTIVAL 2012 and the Slocan
Valley Cultural Alliance would like to give
a big THANK YOU! to all who came out
to enjoy and support our local festival. We
would like to thank our sponsors Heritage
Credit Union, Columbia Basin Trust,
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance,
RDCK (Area H, Slocan Valley), Kootenay

Savings Credit Union, Gaia Tree Whole
Foods, Still Eagle Planetary Persuasions,
Fairies Pyjamas, Nomads Hemp Wear,
Slocan Park Co-op, Integra Tire, Karibu
Park Cabins, Oso Negro, and Safeway.
Many Thanks to the artists for their live
art contribution and to the wonderful
workshop presenters. Plus this festival
would not have been possible without the
energy and dedication of all the volunteers
and the understanding and patience of the
community of Winlaw.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK our
children, Vickey, Cheryl, Tweyla, and
Harvey Jr. and their families, for the
wonderful 50th Anniversary celebration
held October 6, 2012. We also would like
to thank family and friends from Ontario,
Lower Nicola, and Nakusp that helped us
celebrate it. Thank you.
- Cheryl & Harvey Truax

coming events

FOOD SECURITY has been the focus
of the HEALTHY COMMUNITY
SOCIETY this year. Please join us for a
presentation about our successful North
Slocan Food Program and to hear about
our upcoming Bear Management Project.
AGM to follow. Thurs., Nov. 15, Lucerne
School, 7 pm.
THE HILLS NORDIC SKI CLUB
Society is inviting XC skiers to its AGM
on Sat., Nov. 10. Trail work party in the
morning beginning at 9 am. AGM starts at
2 pm after a potluck lunch, Hills Fire Hall.
Join us this winter in promoting fitness and
fun. 358-2660.
ST. ANTHONY’S CHRISTMAS FLEA
MARKET – Saturday, November 24,

CLASSIFIED ADS

Bosun Hall, 10 am-2 pm. Phone Gail 3582397 or Bev 358-7771 to book your table.
JAMES KEELAGHAN, folk singer/
songwriter, plays the Langham on Thurs.,
Nov. 1 at 7 pm. Tickets $20 available at
Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home
Gallery.
IT IS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN
so pencil in this date on your calendar:
Sun., Nov. 4, 2 pm at the Knox Hall for
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
AGM. Get information on water quality
results, current projects and the Imagine
Slocan Lake survey. Also, elections,
membership renewal and refreshments.
EXPRESSIVE ARTS WORKSHOP at
Hand & Soul Wellness Centre in Silverton
- Weaving breath, mindfulness and the
textures & colours of imagery with painting
from our deepest self. Saturday, November
24 (9:30-12:30). To register, call Sue 3582177. Fee $30 ($25 before November 15).
SLOCAN CITY CHRISTMAS CRAFT
FAIRE - Nov. 18, 10 am to 3 pm at the
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St. 20 Vendors will
be awaiting your arrival! Santa will visit
between 1lam & noon. Everyone welcome.
BOOK LAUNCHES! Gary Wright’s
Unrepentant! Vallican Whole, 3 pm
Saturday, Nov. 10 and Slocan Community
Library, 1 pm Sunday, Nov. 25.
BOOGIE WITH BESSIE and the Back
Eddies! Saturday, November 17, 8 pm,
Vallican Whole (3762 Little Slocan Rd.).
$12 at the door.
KOHAN GARDEN FALL CLEAN-UP –
New Denver, Nov 3 & 4, 10-4. Saturday, soup
provided. Sunday, bring your lunch. Warm
beverages provided. Bring garden tools.
Children welcome. Margaretha 358-2729.
NEW DENVER MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
will take place Thursday, December
6 from 5 to 8 p.m. This year, for the
first time, the Chamber of Commerce is
welcoming vendors to set up tables on
the sidewalk in front of empty storefronts.
Interested vendors, please email chamber@
slocanlake.com by November 14. This is
an opportunity for Chamber of Commerce
members. To participate, please email
chamber@slocanlake.com for details and
to purchase your membership.

AT THE SILVERTON GALLERY:
Saturday, November 10, 8 pm awardwinning Slocan Valley duo Holly and
Jon concert and cd launch. Only $6!
www.hollyandjon.com Membership
Drive: Consider becoming a Gallery
member or renew your membership. $10/
person, $15/family annually. Interesting
volunteer positions available. Call Sue at
250-358-2177, ext. 2, or email society@
silvertongallery.ca
SUMMIT LAKE RACERS – AGM 7 pm
at NES Library November 14.
SLOCAN VALLEY CULTURAL
ALLIANCE is having its AGM at
11am on Saturday, November 17, 2012
at the Heritage Hall in Vallican. New
members welcome. For info, contact:
slocanvalleyculturalalliance@gmail.com.
ALL AGES CHRISTMAS BY THE
LAKE FIRESIDE CHOIR. Idea: To sing
traditional Christmas Carols on the opening
night of CHRISTMAS BY THE LAKE.
(Fri. Nov 30). Options: Meet for practice
@ HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 3-5
Every Sunday in November or pick up a
song book @ The Cup and Saucer / Garden
Graces and practice at home or just join us
on the night. More details call Matthew or
Julie 358 2317 or 2267.

education

SELKIRK COLLEGE offers Advanced
Computer Training. Tuition free to eligible
participants in advanced computer training
on Selkirk College campuses in Grand
Forks, Nakusp, Nelson and Kaslo. Call
250-368-5236 or 250-364-5760. Funding
provided through the Canada-British
Columbia Labour Market Agreement.
SELKIRK COLLEGE NAKUSP &
KASLO CAMPUS offers ADVANCED
COMPUTER TRAINING (5-week
Certificate). Tuition free for eligible
participants. Class begins in November. Call
250-368-5236 or 250-364-5760. Funding
provided through the Canada British
Columbia Labour Market Agreement.

for rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. 1,200 sq. ft.
Privacy. Appliances. Available. $800/
month. 250-575-8867 or 250-860-8895.
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WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newly renovated
home, 2 bathrooms, 1,500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no
smoking. Available. $900 plus deposit.
250-265-0168.
FOR LEASE: 2 bedroom house in New
Denver $600 month plus utilities. Call 250
352-6164 Email helenfou@gmail.com.
SPACIOUS 3 BDR HOME in Canyon
Mobile home park, Nakusp. Available
November 1. Includes fridge, stove,
washer, dryer. No dogs allowed in this
park. References required. $675 per month
includes pad rental. Contact Shirley at 250265-8040 or skosiancic@telus.net.
HOME IN EXCELLENT CONDITION
for rent in Nakusp. 3 bedroom. Full finished
basement close to all amenities Has the
option of wood heating. Excellent rent at
$975 per month. Call 250-265-4875 in
the evening.
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT in best
location in town, 412 Broadway St. Could
also be small retail. Would consider a % of
sales for local craft display and sales. Use
your imagination. Come in and talk with
me. Shirley 250-265-8040 or skosiancic@
telus.net
FOR RENT IN NEW DENVER - Single
wide 3 bedroom trailer. Addition with
woodstove, carport. F/S. $650/month plus
hydro and heat. 250-919-7814. Available
Nov. 1, 2012.
RECENTLY RENO’D small house for
rent in New Denver. 1 bedroom + den.
NS. $575 + util. Donna-Leigh or Oliver
403-942-7534.
LAKEFRONT CABIN on the outskirts
of New Denver. Cabins on Bigelow Bay is
offering a cabin for rent for 6 months from
Nov 01, 2012 to Apr 30, 2013. Wee Sandy
Cabin comes with in-floor heat, woodstove,
firewood, full kitchen, washer/dryer, fully
furnished including kitchenware and linens.
Telephone, hydro and internet included.
No smoking, no pets, damage deposit and
reference required. Suitable for single or
couple. $1,000 per month. View at www.
cabinsonbigelowbay.ca. Call Isy at 250358-2873.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

KF PowerVac
Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-0088 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE

Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

• Energy Upgrades
Available
• Overhead Doors
• Sales, Installation &
Service

DON TILDEN
250-265-3799
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for rent

O N E B E D R O O M , PA S S M O R E
LODGE, seniors 55+. Ground floor, 640
sq ft, in-floor heat, patio. Independent
country living on bus route, southern
Slocan Valley. Market rent. 250-226-7136,
svseniorshousing@netidea.com.

for sale

ATV PLOW ATTACHMENT, $350;
portable wheel chair (small wheels), new
$125. Call 250-551-5089.

Health

THAI MASSAGE: fully-clothed
acupressure massage. FELDENKRAIS
Awareness Through Movement classes in
Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-2266826 thaitouch@yahoo.com
YOGA UPSTAIRS at the FIRE HALL
in SILVERTON. Entrance stairs are on
the backside of the Fire Hall facing the
side of the Gallery. Monday 9-10:30 and
Thursday afternoons 4-5:30. Open to all
levels – a flow class unlike any other. Come
and rejuvenate yourself!

FOR INFORMATION
notices ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4604; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-6938.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.org.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

20 ACRES SLOCAN VALLEY - Just
south of Silverton on a public road with
power & tel at lot. Domestic water license
in place. Great location for your get away
backing on Crown land. $150,000. Larry @
Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.
MOBILE ON PAD in Nakusp, 22’ x 66’,
2 or 3 bdr, recently upgraded incl. floors,
bathrrom, kitchen, new windows, steel roof.
Shop - 9’x12’, clean and solid. Large 6’ x
18’ enclosed porch, two storage areas. New
skirting. Small raised garden and furnace.
Don/Jean 250-265-4034.

PROPERTY FOR SALE - .52 acre,
fully serviced, top soil and equipment
for construction available. 530 Fifth St.,
Rosebery. Property borders Rosebery
Provincial Park. Temporary living quarters
in place. Asking $94,900. See listings at
www.briandeobaldhomes.ca/listings. Call
Ron 250-358-2389 or Brian 778-206-0077.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
KODIAK TREE SERVICE: Tree
removal, pruning, risk assessments, fire
safety projects, chipping, stump grinding.
Fully insured/certified. Free estimates
250-365-6664.
ARE YOU GOING AWAY and wish
there were someone there, looking after
things while you’re gone? RELIABLE
CARETAKER available immediately

real estate

help wanted

M T. S E N T I N E L S E C O N D A RY
SCHOOL is looking for a youth between
15-30 with excellent people and technology
skills to help people in the school community
develop basic technology skills. Flexible
hours, some evenings. Contact Ms. Tamara
Malloff at 250-359-7219 for more info.
CASUAL ON-CALL BOOKKEEPER
for relief work at WE Graham Community
Service Society. Must know Simply
Accounting. Send resumes to WEGCSS,
Box 10, Slocan BC V0G 2C0 Or by
email: officemanager@wegcss.org.

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOUSE & 33 ACRES for sale. For
information, go to www.33acres.ca or
call Bob and Myrna at 250-358-2426.
LOWER SLOCAN VALLEY: 1½
bedroom house. Carport and shop. 10+ acres
with approx. 450’ riverfront. Property is
great, house requires upgraded foundations.
$300,000 firm. Web: valleyproperty.
shawwebspace.ca. Ph. (250) 352-6533.

services
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through the month of December. Call
Juscha 250-358-2345.
STAY AT HOME MOM looking to
provide daytime childcare in my home. Will
provide lunch and snacks. 250-359-7967.

obituary

wanted

LOOKING FOR HOME to buy in lower
New Denver or Silverton in the $250,000
range. Call 250-549-3672.

slocan valley recreation

Recreational Basketball: Wednesdays,
Nov. 7 - Dec. 12, 7 pm - 9 pm. Winlaw
Elementary Gym. $4 drop-in, or $35 for
10 session pass.
Little Knitters: Sat. Nov. 10, 1 pm - 3
pm. $15. Threads Guild. Register by
Nov. 2.
Pro-D Day Camp, St. Leon’s Hot
Spring Trip: Ages 9 - 13. Transportation
from Winlaw and Brent Kennedy
Elementary provided. Tues. Nov. 13, 9
am - 2 pm. $55. Register by Nov 2.
Games Night: (All Ages): Fri., Nov. 23,
7 - 9 pm. Slocan Park Hall.
A World of Your Own: After school
art class for kids with Tim Farrugia (7+
yrs.). Mondays, Nov. 19 - Dec. 10, 2:15
- 3:45 pm, Winlaw Elementary. Register
by Nov. 9.
Christmas Tea for Seniors: Sat. Dec.
1, 1 pm - 3 pm. Slocan Park Hall. Call
early to reserve seating (spaces limited!).
Leisure Guide is online www.rdck.bc.ca.
Visit www.facebook.com/
slocanvalleyrec.

call 226-0008

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

RODERICK GORDON KELLY
May 8, 1955-October 26, 2012
Roderick (Rod) Gordon Kelly of
Silverton passed away on Friday, October
26 at Vancouver General Hospital. Rod was
born in New Denver, BC and lived most of
his life in Silverton. He was predeceased by
his father, Jack Kelly Sr., in 1982, and his
mother, June Kelly, in 1998. He is survived
by his brother, Jack Kelly Jr., and his sister,
Maureen (Ken) Murray, of Silverton.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
November 9,
2012

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/MEAT CUTTING

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

WINTER HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
7 DAYS A WEEK!

PIZZA & Burgers anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Legendary Meats
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
REALTOR®

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

The Cup and
Saucer Café

Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver • Slocan Village
Market, Slocan • Gaia Tree, Winlaw • Slocan Valley Co-op,
Slocan Park • Evergreen Natural Foods, Crescent Valley

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00
Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

REALTOR®

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶
¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

250-226-7970

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Marks Custom
Meat Cutting

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@columbiawireless.ca

Contact Mark Aeichele
265-4684 • Nakusp
We cut domestic and game

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

518 6th Ave • New Denver

For same day delivery in the New Denver
Silverton area, call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Slocan Village Market

New Market Foods
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com

RECREATION

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550

&

Outboards, and the following boat lines:

COMMUNITY
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Holly and Jon to play at the Silverton Gallery, November 10
submitted
Join Holly and Jon at the Silverton
Gallery on November 10 for their CD
release show! Doors open at 7:30,
show starts at 8 pm, and the cover
charge is $6.
These local musicians (Winlaw/
Lemon Creek) bring expert guitar
and superb vocals to traditional
and original blues compositions.
They’ve opened for the legendary
Leon Russell and blues sensation
Jimmy Bowskill. They’ve rocked
the house at Silverton’s Winter Blues
Boogie. Holly performed at the Lionel
Hampton International Jazz Festival
and opened for jazz/blues virtuoso
Carlos Del Junco. She’s been called
one of the most promising young
female emerging blues singers on the
scene today. Jon has performed with
blues icons Sonny Rhodes and Rita
Chiarelli.

Holly and Jon are actually a
daughter and father duo. They play
a blend of swampy, southern blues,
and swing with elements of jazz, folk
and more. Their current CD release
‘1929’ is inspired by the acoustic
blues of the Deep South. The CD’s
cover track ‘Back to 1929’, offers

a small glance at the history of the
blues. The song takes you through
field hollers, to smoky roadhouses and
finally to see the queen of the blues,
Bessie Smith. Their soulful vocals,
rocking guitar and solid bass playing
provide a powerful combination for an
inspirational night of music you won’t

submitted
The Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre (NIMC) in New Denver is
now closed for the season. Thank
you to everyone who visited and
supported the NIMC this summer,
especially the Kyowakai Society
for their ongoing involvement and
assistance.
Over the last year, the NIMC has
been working with the Nikkei National
Museum in Burnaby to develop a
computerized database system to

catalogue, digitize and preserve the
historic collections in the Centre. Over
700 records are now available online
at www.nikkeimuseum.org and we
encourage you to take a look!
Thank you to the staff at the
museum, and to the generous funders
who made this partnership possible:
the Museum Assistance Program of
Canadian Heritage, the Vancouver
Foundation, Young Canada Works
in Heritage Institutions, and Canada
Summer Jobs.

want to miss!
Listen to some tracks at http://
hollyandjon.com. To find out about

more great shows coming to the
Silverton Gallery go to www.
silvertongallery.ca

Nikkei Centre closes for the season

At the recent Credit Union Day at New Denver branch of Kootenay Savings, branch staff donated their
Care Wear charity donation to the breakfast program at the Lucerne School. The branch goes to the school
six times during the year and cooks breakfast for the students and staff. This year $596 was donated to the
school. Miss Champagne’s Kindergarten class came to receive the cheque on behalf of the school. Back
row: Heather Simpson, Emma Butler, branch manager Joanne Cowan, Miss Champagne, Angie Simpson,
Lora Lee Brekke. Front: Galena, Riley, Giro, Olivia, Hunter, Liam, Elvin, Olivia, Ayla.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Copper Nail Boat Shop

Donation Store = Bosun Hall
Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
“It’s all about community!”

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC), PLATE TAMPERS,
JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER JACKHAMMERS,
HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE
SAWS, TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS,
SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL
TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, LAWN
COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, GAS
POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE FLOOR GRINDER,
DEHUMIDIFIER, VANE AXIAL FAN, VACUUM CUPS,
RUG/CARPET CLEANER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Com. Srv. Bldg. 355-2222 (W & F)

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Nakusp Foot Care

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre

Nursing care
for sore feet

250-265-3024

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

The Kootenay’s Shipwright

250-355-0035

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

www.woodenboatshop.ca

BREWING

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
Award-winning wines available for brewing
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Mobile Hair
Services
Cutting & Styling

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

• Men • Women • Children

Elaine •

250-505-6442

COMMUNITY
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RDCK board, October 18: BC Hydro and US Army Corps re-cap flood year operations

Add a touch of richness and color to your
home and wardrobe this fall with our amazing
textiles, jewelry and decor!

by Jan McMurray
• Kelvin Ketchum of BC Hydro
and Jim Barton of the US Army
Corps of Engineers attended the
meeting to speak about this past
spring’s reservoir operations, which
were highly coordinated between
the two countries to minimize
flooding. Chair Kettle thanked them
for acting quickly after the RDCK
board warned that serious flooding
on Kootenay Lake was imminent,
and for keeping everyone so well
informed during the weeks of high
water.
Ketchum announced that BC
Hydro initiated the Grohman
Narrows Channel Improvement
Project in the summer to look at the
feasibility of excavating, blasting
or dredging the channel between
Nelson and Corra Linn. The channel

limits how much water BC Hydro
can discharge out of Kootenay
Lake, which is problematic when
water levels reach as high as they
did this year. Project costs have not
yet been estimated, so Ketchum
was non-committal about it going
ahead, and said there would be
public consultation before any work
commenced.
• Working towards a permanent
water system for the approximately
15 Johnson’s Landing residents
who lost their water system in the
July landslide, the RDCK board
approved Community Works grants
(gas tax) totalling $80,000 for a well
project.
• The Summit Lake to Rosebery
rail trail tenure is expected to
be approved in principle by the
Province very soon. The approval
will include some conditions, which
are expected to be an appraisal, a
survey and a Management Plan for
the trail. Sangita Sudan, General
Manager of Development Services
at the RDCK, reported that fulfilling
these conditions will probably
exceed the $100,000 sponsorship
secured in 2009 when the RDCK
applied for a Licence of Occupation
on the rail trail lands. Because there
were many concerns raised by the
public at the time, mostly regarding
motorized vs. non-motorized
use, Sudan suggested that public
consultation occur before having the
appraisal done. If the public does not
want to move forward with the trail
project, the RDCK can save the cost
of the appraisal.
• Staff was directed to prepare a
2013 budget, with operational costs
not to exceed one percent over 2012
budget figures.
• The RDCK will have to
purchase an estimated $59,425 of
carbon offsets in 2013. The RDCK
will purchase the carbon offsets
from Darkwoods forest, owned by
the Nature Conservancy of Canada,
and the only eligible vendor of

Classic Wood Stove
F1100, F2400, F3100, S2400
Classic design in three sizes

The timeless styling of the Classic Wood Stove comes in three sizes producing
from 55,000 to 80,000 BTUs of toasty warmth for a single living area or an entire
home. Up to 77% efficiency means any room can be heated quickly. It also means
your wood stove burns cleanly meeting the strictest air quality standards set by
DEQ Washington Phase II Clean Air Standard of 4.5 grams/hour or less.

Last year there was over
$6000 in cash prizes!

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

carbon offsets in the region.
• The board will not consider
acquiring anymore water or
wastewater systems until the new
year. Four systems – Fauquier
(wastewater), Schroeder Creek
(water), Sunshine Estates (water)
and Orde Creek (water) – have
submitted an ‘Expression of Interest’
but cannot move forward until the
suspension is lifted. A staff report
explains that BC Hydro, owner of
the Fauquier wastewater system,
has indicated it could provide some
funding to assist the RDCK in
efforts to lift the suspension. Also,
it is expected that a new staffperson
will be hired in the environmental
services department. The extension
of the suspension until the end
of the year will give staff time to
finalize funding support from BC
Hydro, staffing levels and budgets
– information needed to determine
next steps.
• The board expects two fuel
treatment projects to proceed in
2013: Harrop-Procter and Boswell.
CAO Gustafson reported that after
discussions with the Province
regarding the UBCM funding
program for these projects, the
government is considering allowing
more than one project per year
from Regional Districts. The
RDCK has 12-15 projects ready
to go. As recommended by local
foresters, the RDCK will contract
BA Blackwell & Associates to
produce a policy document and a
five-year implementation plan for
fuel treatment projects in the RDCK.
This contract is worth $22,000 and
will be paid for from the Community
Sustainability Fund.
• Streetlights in South Slocan,
Ymir, Brilliant and Robson will
be converted to LED lights at an
estimated cost of $110,000. The
funds will come from Community
Works fund monies (gas tax) that
are pooled for projects that reduce
the RDCK’s carbon footprint.

