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Dr. Fun returns to Silverton for ‘The Big One’
featured guests. Look for the dance
floor to be packed with enthusiastic
devotees of this dynamic group
that has recently taken the region
by storm.
Last year’s headliner and
southern BC’s favourite boogie
band, No Excuse, will kick it
up after the first intermission.
High-energy Karli Harrison’s
wide-ranging vocals will shiver
the timbers of the Memorial Hall,
backed by the two incendiary
guitars of John Cullen and Dennis
Turner. Keith Kemp adds his hot
licks on the keyboard, and the
rhythm section of Big Ken Turner
on bass and the incomparable
drummer Bill Wilson sets the
blistering pace. This group is
renowned for its ability to get the
crowd on its feet and keep the dance
floor crazed.
The final ointment on the
aches for ‘The Big One’ will be
applied by Silverton Winter Blues
Boogie’s godfather, Gary ‘Doctor
Fun’ Gilbert. He and his band
the Nightcrawlers played the first
event in 1993, and returned for
the next 15 years. His shows were
legendary, setting an incredibly
high standard for the bands that

by Jan McMurray
The show will not go on in 2012.
An announcement on the
Nakusp Music Festival website
says: “It is with deep regret that we
announce we will not be hosting a
2012 music festival. We would like
to extend our sincere appreciation
to all of our fantastic supporters
during the past years. It is our hope
that a 2013 music festival may be a
possibility that would welcome you
back to our beautiful area.”
Donna Rebman, president of the
Nakusp Roots Music Society board,
says the board is not prepared to
comment right now, but will have an
announcement coming soon.

Low ticket sales in 2010 and
2011 resulted in a deficit of close
to $200,000 for the festival. At a
meeting with businesspeople in
Nakusp last September, Rebman
said they would need $160,000 to
carry on. They had put their building
up for sale, and had applied for a
$100,000 loan and a $60,000 grant
from Columbia Basin Trust.
The businesspeople at the
meeting were very supportive of
the festival and offered helpful
suggestions. Rebman commented at
the meeting that 2011 was the worst
year for ticket sales, but probably
the best year for compliments from
patrons.

have followed. So just when you
feel that every joint and toe itch has
been healed, the Doctor is flying
into Silverton from the Sunshine
Coast to make an intensive care
call to fix those twisted torsos and
hammered heads. The Doctor,
on vocals and harmonica, will
be backed by several of his exCrawlers who now play with No

Excuse, and by the Back Eddie’s
monster sax man Clint Swanson.
Clint’s the genius behind several
top quality bands in the region.
The Boogie has always been
about non-stop dancing, and this
20th anniversary fundraising party
for New Denver’s preschool will
be above and beyond. It has sold
out for the past 14 years, so get

your tickets now. For ticket info,
see the classified ad this issue; for
lodging and directions, call Dick
and Barbara at 250-358-7765.
Email: yeomansb@netidea.com.
Refreshments and a wide
variety of beverages are available.
No minors, please. Doors open at
the Silverton Memorial Hall at 8:30
pm. Come feel the heal!
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submitted
It’s an established fact! The
Silverton Winter Blues Boogie
is thriving in its 20th year of
delivering the most fervent house
party in southern British Columbia.
On Saturday, February 4, the 20th
anniversary of this event will be
a celebration to remember, with
something old and something new
for everyone.
Making their debut Boogie
appearance, Bessie and the Back
Eddies will take you on a tour of
the ’40s and ’50s. This seven-piece
R&B show band brings to the stage
style and class mixed in with a
bit of mischief and fueled by the
elegantly powerful vocals of Bessie
Wapp. She is accompanied by a
dynamic three-piece horn section
and by accomplished players
on keyboard, drums and standup bass. Their repertoire draws
on the material of Ruth Brown,
Etta James, Bessie Smith, Dinah
Washington, and Nina Simone,
as they deliver up a performance
that goes from the swing of the big
band sound to soulful R&B and to
the sass of burlesque classics. We
are truly honoured to have such
an accomplished act as one of our

No Nakusp Music Festival in 2012

The legendary Dr. Fun returns to Silverton for the 20th anniversary Winter Blues Boogie February 4.
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BC Hydro responds to complaint about smart meters
by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro does not buy the
complaint about smart meters that
was filed with the BC Utilities
Commission (BCUC) by local lawyer
David Aaron on behalf of the Citizens
for Safe Technology Society.
“…BC Hydro submits that the
Complaint must be dismissed,” states
the company’s response, filed with
BCUC January 13.
The Citizens for Safe Technology
(CST) complaint says that although
the BC Energy Act mandates BC
Hydro to install smart meters without
applying for a certificate from BCUC,
the Act does not require the meters
to be wireless or to contain the
capabilities of the Zigbee Radio
Chip, referred to as the ‘Domestic
Interface System.’ The complaint
argues that BC Hydro has gone
beyond the scope of the legislation by
choosing wireless smart meters with
the Domestic Interface System, and
therefore the company must apply for
a certificate from BCUC.
BC Hydro’s response says that
“there is no basis for a finding that
the smart meters and smart meter

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

system which BC Hydro is installing
exceed the mandate it was given by
the Clean Energy Act and the [Smart
Meters and Smart Grid] Regulation.”
In order for the complaint to be
valid, asserts BC Hydro, it would
have to prove that the legislature
intended the smart meter system to
be wired rather than wireless, and to
be without the Domestic Interface
System. BC Hydro says there is
“simply no evidence whatsoever”
that these were the intentions of the
legislature.
The BC Hydro response also
points out that the complainants’
information about the capability of
the Zigbee Radio Chip (Domestic
Interface System) is inaccurate.
The CST complaint claims that
the chip enables BC Hydro to collect
and monitor detailed information
on the domestic use of networked
electronic appliances and to remotely
control the operation of networked
electronic appliances. BC Hydro
denies that the chip has these
capabilities.

Rather, BC Hydro explains that
the chip can transmit information
between the smart meter and an ‘inhome feedback device,’ which tells
people how much electricity they
are using at any given time, allowing
them to adjust their consumption.
BC Hydro further explains that
smart meters collect information
on the total household energy
consumption only (not on individual
appliances) at one-hour intervals.
Then, at specified times each day,
this information is transmitted to
BC Hydro. This transmission of
information is possible because of
the ‘network interface card,’ which
cannot communicate with the Zigbee
Radio Chip.
The CST complaint indicates
that the complainants would have
no problem with the installation
of smart meters that are wired. BC
Hydro explains in its response that
when the company was researching
smart meters in 2007-2009, it found
that wired meters “tended to be
selected more by small utilities

serving a single town or city or
serving mainly rural areas.” The
reason for this, BC Hydro discovered,
was that “wired systems require that
a separate piece of equipment (a
“skip”) must be installed on each
distribution transformer, thereby
significantly increasing the costs for
utilities with larger urban customer
concentrations.”
Although the CST complaint
makes it clear that the wireless and
Domestic Interface components of
BC Hydro’s smart meter system
raise serious concerns for them with
respect to human health and wellness,
environmental integrity, individual
privacy and civil liberties, and the
fiscal responsibility of BC Hydro, BC
Hydro’s response does not address
these concerns in any detail. The
“Summary of BC Hydro’s Position”
in the response states that: “The
system chosen by BC Hydro through
a competitive procurement process
meets the prescribed requirements
while fully complying with all
privacy and health standards.”

The crux of the matter for the
Citizens for Safe Technology is
about democratic rights. The CST
complaint asserts that BC Hydro
must go through the regular BCUC
application process for the wireless
and Domestic Interface components
of its smart meter system. It says:
“The Complainants seek to trigger a
process, as mandated by the Utilities
Commission Act, whereby there be
some consideration of the public
interest as it is affected by BC
Hydro’s actions. At stake is integrity
of the Commission’s administrative
function as a regulator of BC Hydro
in accordance with the rule of law.”
David Aaron, legal counsel for
the Citizens for Safe Technology,
said in an interview: “This is the
state coming in, demanding that
each house be networked by way
of microwave transmission and not
giving any person a choice in the
matter. There is something Orwellian
about that. Something about that is
inconsistent with the very nature of
free society.”

by Timothy Schafer
T h e F i s h a n d Wi l d l i f e
Compensation Program (FWCP)
slated for closure in Nelson has
gained a reprieve, says a BC Wildlife
Federation official.
Late last week Al Martin,
the BCWF’s director of strategic
initiatives, said he had met with the
Ministry of Environment’s assistant
deputy minister and the executive
director of the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resources in
Victoria over the issue.
Minutes after the meeting, Martin
said the two questions the BCWF
had – the future of the experienced
employees in the program, and the

need for independent and transparent
administration of the FWCPs in the
province – were addressed.
He said the ministries have
acknowledged support for
an independent operation of the
compensation programs, to serve
compensation objectives rather than
the corporate objectives of BC Hydro,
and officials were to respond about a
process for those questions this week.
“It is clear that the program will
continue,” he said. “I also think it
is clear that it won’t continue in its
current makeup.”
There will be ongoing discussions
in terms of how that change will take
place, but the immediate concern was
to protect the investment made in the
FWCP employees.
T h e F i s h a n d Wi l d l i f e
Compensation Program compensates
for the impacts to fish, wildlife and
their supporting habitats affected
by BC Hydro owned and operated
generation facilities.
The program defines compensation
objectives that reflect the goals of
a partnership between BC Hydro,
Ministry of Environment and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada and aligns with
provincial and federal fish and
wildlife conservation and management
objectives in the areas where BC
Hydro works.
In 1995 the FWCP was established
to offset the impacts resulting from
construction of BC Hydro dams in
the Canadian portion of the Columbia
Basin. Since 1995, the FWCP has
invested more than $55 million in

fish and wildlife projects. Almost
one-third of FWCP projects focus on
species-at-risk.
On the last day of the fall legislative
session (November 30), NelsonCreston MLA Michelle Mungall
asked the Minister of Energy and
Mines to reconsider the closure of the
Nelson FWCP – one month after the
closure was announced and Mungall
had sent an initial letter asking for
reconsideration.
Mungall’s October 18 letter asked
for the notice to close the office to be
cancelled, noting FWCP biologists
provided benefit not only to the
restoration and conservation of species
habitat, but also to research, education
and communication in the region.

The lay-off notices issued to
Nelson staff in October will affect at
least six jobs, and will be a tremendous
loss of expertise in the conservation
and enhancement of fish and wildlife
populations in the region, said Martin.
“To have confidence in those
compensation programs is very
important and our members of the
community where these developments
occur, and certainly other parts of
the province where hydroelectric
development are proposed, will be
looking to see if these programs are
performing, and are they performing
in a transparent fashion and is there
clear accountability to address the
impacts on fish and wildlife and their
habitats,” he said.

submitted
Artists in all disciplines, as well as
arts, culture and heritage organizations,
are invited to apply for funding through
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance (CKCA), which delivers the
Arts, Culture and Heritage Program of
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT).
For 2012/13, funding has increased
by $55,000, to $706,000. This will help
CKCA better meet demand in soughtafter programs like minor capital for
arts and heritage facilities, support for
touring and major project funding.
“We’re very happy CBT has
increased the funding made available
to arts, heritage and culture through
our programs,” said Jacquie Hamilton,
CKCA chair. “The works of these
organizations and individuals touch

upon the lives of people throughout
the Basin, and CKCA appreciates the
opportunity to provide support.”
Funding is available for:
individual and group projects; minor
capital projects; touring; arts and
heritage mentoring/master classes;
organizational development; major
projects; artists in education; major
exhibits; major heritage capital projects;
and heritage projects.
Find out more and get the
application form by visiting www.
basinculture.com, contacting your local
community arts council or phoning
CKCA at 250-505-5505 or 1-877505-7355.
Applications must be received by
March 9 or March 23, 2012, depending
on the program.

Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program in flux

NOTICE –
VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

Subject to Section 166 of the Community Charter, the Council
of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation in the
preparation of the Village’s 2012 Five Year Financial Plan.
Council welcomes public input from residents of the Village with
regards to items of concern they would like to see addressed
in the budget.

Please submit your comments to the Village of New Denver
Municipal Office by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, February 24, 2012.
Village of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue,
P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0, Phone: 250-358-2316
Email: newdenver@netidea.com
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Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

Arts, culture and heritage grants announced
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RDCK asks FortisBC for opt-out policy on smart meters
by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board did not join the
30 local governments that have asked
for a moratorium on the mandatory
installation of wireless smart meters.
Instead, the board decided to ask
FortisBC to “proactively engage
in public discussion” about its
smart meter program (called the
Advanced Metering Infrastructure
or AMI program) and to commit to
a clear ‘opt-out’ policy for public
discussion, especially as it relates to
health concerns.
At its January 19 meeting,
the RDCK board was given two
presentations about smart meters
– one from representatives of the
Kootenay Chapter of Citizens for Safe
Technology (CST) and the other from
FortisBC representative Blair Weston.
CST representatives expressed
their concerns about the meters,

WE Graham
to offer
Homelinks for
homeschoolers

submitted
WE Graham School in Slocan is
hoping to start up a Homelinks program
in September 2012, to assist families
who choose to homeschool.
“Last year, we began building
a Homelinks program,” said school
principal, Brent Cross. “Homelinks
programs respect the parent’s choice to
have their children educated at home
and to educate the ‘whole child’ in this
learning environment. The teachers at the
school work with parents and students to
create an educational program for each
child and oversee the student’s progress,
modifying the plan when necessary.”
Cross explained that the teacher is
responsible for instructional choices,
assessment and reporting, while the
parent’s role is as facilitator for student
learning. The program acknowledges
that the needs of each child are different
and recognizes that a diverse set of
approaches to a child’s education may
be required.
“Unique student learning plans will
be crafted for each child and learning
resources will be made available to
support each student,” said Cross.
“Homelinks supports and encourages
flexibility in the choice of curriculum
materials, assessment practices and
learning activities for each student.”
In a Homelinks program, parents,
students and teachers work together
to: develop a learning plan for each
student that meets the BC provincial
learning outcomes in the way that is
best for the student; select learning
materials from a wide variety of sources;
assess and evaluate student progress
toward learning plan goals based on
criteria relevant to each child’s needs;
create programs and activities that
support the unique community needs
at each Homelinks Centre; and bridge
the at-school community with the
homeschooling community, allowing
for home school students to participate
in some activities with students in the
school.
For more information, contact
Brent Cross at 250-355-2212, bcross@
sd8.bc.ca.

and asked the board to call for a
moratorium on their installation.
Although the board decided not to
go that route, CST representative
Cliff Paluck said he felt the board’s
resolution was “a step in the right
direction.”
“If we can convince FortisBC to
change the mandatory installation to
an optional one, that’s a big step,” he
said in an interview after the meeting.
“At least we have a choice if we can
opt out – for it to be mandatory is
barbaric. In the US where smart meters
are used, the number of people with
illnesses is staggering.”
The three local CST representatives
– Cliff Paluck and Helga and Ken
Auld – live in the Grandview Heights
seniors housing co-operative in
Castlegar and are FortisBC customers.
FortisBC has made an application
to the BC Utilities Commission for
approval of its ‘Integrated System
Plan,’ which includes the AMI
program. BCUC will commence a
hearing on this on March 5, 2012.
FortisBC plans to have the meters in
place by 2014. BC Hydro, mandated
by the Clean Energy Act to install
a smart meter system by the end of
2012 without going through the BCUC
application process, is currently
installing wireless meters for all its
customers.
During the presentation to
the RDCK board, local CST reps
expressed concern with security,
safety, invasion of privacy, nature, and
health issues. They submitted a 28page information package, including
three reports on the adverse health
effects of radiofrequency radiation by

“credible, independent scientists...”
Paluck also said that the World Health
Organization had classified this type
of radiation as a class 2B carcinogen
(possible cause of cancer) in May 2011.
He said surveys show three percent
of people are very sensitive to the
radiation, and 35 percent experience
mild to moderate symptoms, including
severe headaches, heart palpitations
and insomnia. A report from California
states that five percent of the
population will get sick immediately
after exposure and ten percent will
develop symptoms over time.
Helga Auld read from a letter
received from a couple who lives in
Nelson, where the smart meters have
been installed since 2008. They said
they started experiencing health issues
in 2009, and that these issues disappear
when they go away on holiday.
Paluck said that in Toronto and
the US, where the meters have been
installed, there has been invasion of
privacy. One of Paluck’s contacts,
Hans Karow from the Okanagan,
reported that it took an amateur two
days to hack into a smart meter. Paluck
also said accuracy of billing has been a
problem, and electronic equipment has
been damaged due to interference of
electromagnetic signals. Some homes
have even caught fire.
Paluck reported that recent studies
show a link between the decline of
bee colonies and electromagnetic
radiation. The letter from the Nelson
couple says they have observed fewer
birds and more dead flying bugs since
the smart meters have come in.
Blair Weston of FortisBC gave
a PowerPoint presentation about the

company’s proposed AMI program.
He said the grid is “kind of old” and
needs improvement to handle new
technology like electric cars.
Weston explained how the system
would work. The meter takes a ‘time
stamp’ every hour and transmits the
data to a collector. The data is then sent
on a cell phone signal to FortisBC. “It
will spit out a pulse four or five times
a day,” he said, so for a total of less
than one minute.
He said the meters would comply
with both the Canadian and the stricter
European radiofrequency regulations.
His slides said: “BC Cancer Agency
and BC’s Health Officer, Dr. Perry
Kendall, agree smart meters are safe.
CBC independent findings found no
health hazards from smart meters.”
Weston said FortisBC is very
sensitive to privacy and security. “Data
is encrypted for privacy. Nobody
but you and FortisBC are privy to
your electricity usage – just the way
it is today.” The information sent
to the utility is the total electricity
consumption of the household, not of
individual appliances, and is protected
under the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
He outlined the benefits to
customers. He said the smart grid
will allow FortisBC to manage its
power purchasing better, and will
improve electricity theft detection,
translating into savings which will be
passed on to customers. There will also
be two voluntary options customers
may choose that will allow them
to save: energy use feedback tools,
which allow customers to monitor
and adjust their energy usage; and
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time-of-use rates (more expensive at
peak demand times and less expensive
at low demand times).
He concluded by saying that
during the BCUC process, any
member of the public can register as
an interested party or intervenor at
www.bcuc.com.
Director Popoff commented that
the signal might have to bounce quite
a ways to a collector in places like the
Slocan Valley, where there is no cell
phone service.
Director Shadrack asked
why wired meters were not being
considered. Weston said FortisBC
looked at a wired system and found
it would be more expensive. He also
said wired technology does not have
the bandwidth needed for distributed
generation and electric cars.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
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208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC
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www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
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God bless us

Here is a definition from the
American Heritage Dictionary that
I found interesting. “Fascism: a
philosophy or system of government
that advocates or exercises a
dictatorship of the extreme right,
typically through merging of state and
business leadership, together with an
ideology of belligerent nationalism.”
God bless us.
Perry Bauer
Kaslo

the traffic and speed, and the dust. I have
a comment book if anyone would like to
verify this.
It is not very enjoyable when, on
a beautiful sunny day sitting beside
Kootenay Lake, you can’t have dinner
outside because of the dust.
If anyone thinks there is very little
traffic, I invite you to come to the park
on a Saturday or Sunday this summer
and sit by the road for a few hours. Oh
and please bring your lunch so you can
dine in the dust.
Trish Bennett
Kaslo

on the proposed changes to Vimy Park
Ring Road. As I am here pretty well 24/7,
I have a pretty good idea of what goes on.
Last year alone, on three separate
occasions, a camper ran out on the
road trying to stop someone because
of their speed and reckless driving. On
one incident I was able to get a license
number and phone the RCMP. Hearing
campers yelling “slow down!” is a daily
occurrence.
Having some type of turnaround in
front of the Periwinkle would stop this
speeding. I’m sure there could be a gap in
this to allow for pedestrians, bicycles and
motorized scooters, and possibly even a
gate for vehicles if needed.
The cost of paving is prohibitive and
calcium only works for dust control for
a few days. It would have to be spread
regularly again at a high cost. Would
paving only increase the speed problem?
My understanding from the public works
foreman is that speed bumps only work
on paved roads, so speed bumps are not
an option.
With very little industry left in the
area, we should be promoting tourism.
Everyone who stays at the campground
speaks positively about the area, Kaslo
and how friendly the local people are.
The only negative comments are about

I read Bob Yetter’s letter in the
Valley Voice January 11th issue with
a combination of amazement and
amusement, soon turning to annoyed
frustration. Mr. Yetter needs to do a bit
more research – more than just enough
to support his own views.
He suggests that all levels of
government whom he bombarded
with letters on the subject are guilty of
criminal negligence because they are
ignoring the supposedly deadly effects
on our health and particularly infant
mortality, of “radioactive fallout” from
the March 2011 Fukushima nuclear plant
disaster. He bases his condemnation on
an article in the December 2011 issue
of the Journal of International Health
Services, wherein the authors claim that
their studies show that some 14,000
deaths (“mostly infants” according to
Yetter) were caused by the fallout.
That study has been debunked by
a number of scientists. Michael Moyer,
Technology Editor for the respected
Scientific American periodical, shows
that the data was misused to fit the
authors’ agenda, and that both authors
are well known anti-nuclear activists.
Anyone can google his name together
with ‘Scientific American’ and find
his articles. At the end of one article in

Changes to
Vimy Park Ring Response
to letter re:
Road
Having had the Kaslo Municipal Fukushima
Campground contract for the past six
years, I would like to express my views radiation
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which he shows how the JIHS authors
selectively picked data to support their
views, he concluded:
This is not to say that the radiation
from Fukushima is not dangerous
(it is), nor that we shouldn’t closely
monitor its potential to spread (we

The Valley Voice January 25, 2012

should). But picking only the
data that suits your analysis isn’t
science — it’s politics. Beware
those who would confuse the latter
with the former.
The reason the JIHS study has
received little or no response from

government or serious scientific bodies
is because it bears only little resemblance
to the facts, and I for one, pay my
government officials to spend their time
on real, not imagined, problems.
Bob Wilson
Nelson

Slocan Valley talent showcased at the Royal
by Timothy Schafer
Slocan Valley talent was on
display for one night in Nelson, as
valley-based Phonic Records put
some of the best Slocan musical
talent on stage at The Royal on
Baker in late December.
It was a Phonic Records
showcase, with a live video shoot
and video release of another valley
talent, filmmaker Stefan Berrill.
Some footage of the night
was shot, said Phonic owner Alan
Kirk, edited for video on YouTube
(search Alan Kirk Band or Phonic
Records) and has already had
plenty of hits.
With the virtual label being
released online five years ago,
the experience was nothing new
for Kirk, who has worked hard to
maintain an online presence as he
promotes the Valley and Nelson
music scenes.
“Although I haven’t gotten
rich, the music of myself and other
artists is getting more exposure,”
he said.
The sold out night included

Phonic’s Rippin Rattlers – a get
down and dirty rock band led by
songwriter in Brad Fenton – the
Alan Kirk Band and the Nelson
premiere of Berrill’s music video
Solitaire, shot for Kirk’s band.
The Mount Sentinel graduate
has been making his way in the film
world in Vancouver with his brand
new company, Brass Tacks Films.
One year ago Berrill
accompanied the band Hedley on
two cross-Canada tours as their tour
videographer to shoot and direct Go
With The Show, a 60-minute band
documentary released with their
live CD in September 2010.
The Royal night will be the first
of many showcases throughout the
year for the label, said Kirk, as he
continues to search for other talent
to add to the roster that includes
Kevin Armstrong, Doug Normal
and the Lester Scram Band.
A musician of several decades,
Kirk’s songs have been placed in
TV shows, commercials, film and
with other recording artists.
He has played solo and with his

band in the US, Canada, Europe
and beyond. His stylistic influences
have ranged from classic rock to
folk to electronica, giving Kirk
appeal to a broad cross-section of
the listening audience.
It was to that broader audience
that Kirk hoped to bring the Valley
and the Nelson music scene. “I just
really have a real personal love for
the Valley and the Nelson music
scene, and what I have observed is
there are a lot of people with talent
but don’t have the experience with
promoting it or the initiative. We
have a lot of local heroes but aren’t
doing anything with it,” he said.
Which is where Phonic Records
comes in. Right now the label
has a music library page under
construction, an aspect of the label
that will get licensing placements
for the label’s musicians.
“The more traffic I can direct to
that the more chance our songs will
be used for TV and film,” said Kirk.
You can check out Phonic
Records at www.phonicrecords.
com.

by Timothy Schafer
With the Regional District trying
to tighten its carbon emissions belt,
several of its rural halls are being
targeted for energy retrofits.
Last week the Regional District of
Central Kootenay board of directors
approved the third such retrofit for
the Slocan Valley’s Area H, with
Crescent Valley Hall set to receive
$98,977 from the Community Works
Fund for an energy efficient upgrade.
The hall follows the successful
completion of such retrofits in Slocan
Park and the nearly completed
Winlaw Hall, and the work has just
been done to identify what form
the project will take, said Area H
Director Walter Popoff.
Popoff said he had been looking
at the area’s halls and encouraging
them to consider energy efficiency
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and their carbon footprint.

But before the grant money
was approved, the Crescent Valley
Community Hall Society’s building
had to undergo an energy efficiency
assessment by FortisBC.
“They go through the hall and
identify areas where, if they were
upgraded, they would make the hall
more efficient,” said Popoff.
Then Popoff matched what was
needed to be done with available
grants from the Community Works
Gas Tax funds.
The society has now completed
the process of getting an energy
assessment done. Already they have
identified improvements such as the
need for energy-efficient doors and
windows, insulation in walls, crawl
space and floor, insulated hot water
pipes and a new energy-efficient hot
water system.
As well, energy-efficient heating
systems and lighting will be looked at.

The energy audit has estimated
a reduction of around 70 percent of
energy currently consumed, resulting
in a monetary savings of $2,950 per
year for the society.
“These lower operating costs
and improved facility will enhance
the ability of the Crescent Valley
Hall Society to offer new programs,
rental opportunities, and a pleasant
gathering place to the people of
Crescent Valley,” read an RDCK
staff report.
The project falls under the
category of ‘community energy
systems: building retrofits’ within
the Province’s Gas Tax Agreement,
which requires that projects result
in an overall decrease in energy
consumed.
The application withdraws
$98,977 from Area H’s Gas Tax
fund, leaving the region with a
balance of $177,439.

Crescent Valley Hall next in line for energy retrofit
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Celebrating library services in the South Slocan Valley
submitted
Celebrate Family Literacy
Day (January 27) and satisfy your
curiosity by checking out your local
library. Libraries have resources to
educate and to entertain and they
are available for little or no cost.
Residents of Area H South have a
few options for great library service.
We support both the Castlegar and
Nelson Libraries through local taxes
so residents can sign up to use either
library for no charge. The Slocan

Community Library also serves the
Valley from its base in the Village
of Slocan. For a small fee, anyone
can join.
Nelson Public Library has an
outreach service at Winlaw School
on the third Thursday of the month,
3-7 pm. Books, videos and audio
books are available. Anyone who
resides in Area H South can sign up
for a library card during the outreach.
You can also sign up in the library
or from home – check the website

Margaret Hartley and Barb
Yeomans appeared as a delegation
on behalf of the Slocan Lake Garden
Society to discuss Phase II of the
restoration plan for the lakeshore.
Hartley explained that the project
was needed due to windstorm
blowdowns, invasive plant species
and to improve habitat for animals.
The project will provide
educational opportunities in the
school and through interpretive
signage. The group has raised the
necessary funding and was asking for
council to commit some machine and
operator time to the project.
Council approved the project
and Mayor Bunka and Councillor
Raynalds will sit on the committee.
Kevin Murphy was appointed
to the Rosebery Parklands and Trail
Commission as representative for the
Village of New Denver.
Councillor Henning von Krogh
presented a report on the community’s
demographics, based on data from
BC Assessment, the 2011 Canada
Census and a Home Owner Grant
analysis. von Krogh was interested
in compiling information about
residence ownership in the Village

of New Denver. Many people
have expressed concern that the
village’s residential property is being
purchased as summer homes by outof-province buyers.
von Krogh’s analysis indicated
that this is perhaps not as large a
problem as some might imagine. He
identified 310 residential properties
in the village with structures valuing
over $15,000.
Of these, 174 applied for home
owner grants, indicating this is their
principal residence. Census data
reveals that another 85 residences are
rented to long-term tenants.
Only 36 residences are owned
by people with a mailing address
outside of the province. In some
cases, these properties are being
rented to long-time residents of the
community.
Councillor Raynalds will be
organizing a “Council Café” at one
of the local coffee shops in the next
few months.
Councillor Fox will be the
Council Representative to the
Lucerne planning team for the
school’s community greenhouse
project.

submitted
The Slocan Integral Forestry
Cooperative (SIFCo) is delighted to
be hosting a Master’s student as an
intern for ten weeks.
Elissa Berrill grew up in the
Slocan Valley and is now studying
Environmental Planning at
Stockholm University in Sweden.
Her work at SIFCo includes
a research project on value-added
wood producers in the area and
updating the featured businesses
page at www.sifco.ca. She is also
visiting grades 3 and 4 classes at
four different elementary schools in
the Slocan Valley and introducing
students to the species that live in
our forests, as well as teaching some
basic survival skills.

Elissa is also helping to plan
SIFCo’s 25-Year License Celebration
and Winter Activity Day, set to
happen on February 12, 12-5 pm at
the Valley View Golf Course.
She hopes to gain insights into
the realities of community forest
management to take back to Sweden
with her.

New Denver Council: January 10

Stockholm University student
joins the SIFCo team

at the desk. Check out the website
at (http://castlegar.bclibrary.ca/ ) for
more information.
Slocan Community Library has
a growing collection of over 10,000
items. Memberships are $10 per year
for adults, children 16 and under
are free. Residents of the Village of
Slocan don’t contribute tax funds
to Nelson or Castlegar libraries, so
there is a fee for becoming a member
at either location. However, this
local library is a great resource with

current fiction, children’s books,
non-fiction, magazines and videos.
You can browse the catalogue on
the website (http://slocanlibrary.ca/).
If you look at the websites, you
will see what each library has to offer.
Online, there are free, streaming or
downloadable audiobooks for your
iPod; databases for health, legal and
automotive information; links and
access to the library catalogues. In
the libraries, there are children’s
storytimes, teen programs, public
access computers and internet
access. Parents can find good books
to read to their kids or set them up
to listen to audiobooks. Students can
do research for projects.
Everyone can connect with what
they need to know in a library.

Alondra Burton, a grade 8 student at WE Graham in Slocan, receives a cheque for $30 from Royal
Canadian Legion representatives Bill McGuire, Zone Commander (left) and Pat Ashton, president
of the Slocan branch (right). Her Remembrance Day poster won third place at the zone level.

Give your business a
competitive advantage

All February Workshops

$50

(or less)
Including these fabulous classes:
Fusion Marketing, Payroll Basics,
The Cloud, I-Phone Apps for
Business, Adobe Indesign, Publicity
Made Simple, LinkedIn, Advanced
Wordpress, Twitter Marketing for
Business, Marketing on a
Shoestring.
facebook.com/
communityfutures

@Comm_Futures

Course Descriptions:
futures.bc.ca/business development services/workshop schedule

SUNDAY
MATINEES
RATED: G

Starting FEB 5 • 1 pm

$5 Admission includes:
• Popcorn • Beverage
• Helium Balloon
• 2-for-1 Movie Rental
• Glow Stick

Brent Kennedy students from Wendy Gagnon’s
grades 3-4 class, identifying Kootenay bird species
during a visit by Elissa Berrill, SIFCo intern.

for details (http://nelson.bclibrary.
ca/). There is a permanent drop box
for Nelson Library materials at the
Heritage Credit Union in Slocan
Park, so you can return items without
having to go into Nelson.
Castlegar and District Library
also welcomes Area H South
residents, plus it serves Areas I
and J. This means that residents of
these areas can sign up for library
membership at no charge. Simply go
into the library and talk to the person

RESERVATION REQUIRED
New Denver 358-2618
See In Store for details

Area ‘H’ North TV Society
TV Channels				
3 - K5 - NBC				
6 - KIRO - CBS				
7 - KNOWLEDGE				
8 - PBS - SEATTLE			
10 - CTV					
11 - ABC					
12 or 17 - CBC
13 - GLOBAL BC
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Radio Stations
* 91.7 CBC-1
93.5 KBS - TRAIL
98.3 CBC-2
101.5 ROCK-VAN
103.7 COUNTRY-CAL
107.5 CO-OP - NELSON
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Nakusp council, January 10: More improvements on the horizon for arena auditorium
by Jan McMurray
• Following a presentation by Beth
McLeod of the Cultural Conference
Centre Committee, council gave the
green light to the sound booth and
serving kitchen projects at the arena
auditorium. Staff was directed to draw
up a construction contract with the
committee.
McLeod also asked that council
continue to review rental rates at the
auditorium.
Mayor Hamling said Councillor

involves moving the janitor’s closet over
beside the washrooms, and transforming
the current bar and janitorial areas into a
serving kitchen with appliances such as
a microwave and toaster oven. She said
the committee hopes there would be no
extra charge on the rental fee to use the
serving kitchen. Currently, there is an
extra charge to use the full kitchen, but
no extra charge to use the bar.
• Mayor Hamling reported that
a doctor has signed an agreement to
begin work in Nakusp in July. Dr.
Sayed Subzwari is an international
medical graduate, and is completing his
requirements to work in Canada.
She said she and Dr. Lea are working
with IHA staff to bring in locums. A
$200,000 grant from IHA is helping with
expenses to get locums here. Hamling
said they will apply for the funding
again to try to attract doctors who will
stay permanently. “We want three more
physicians – we need six of them here if
their jobs are to be reasonable.”
A review of the Arrow Lakes
Hospital was done April 11, 2011 by
Dr. Avery. His report is sitting with IHA
• LUMBER
staff, and Mayor Hamling said she hoped
• SIDING
to receive it soon.
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Leitch had been working on restructuring
the rental rates during his term on
council, but she has not yet seen a
report. “The CAO and I are going to
chase that down and discuss it at a joint
commission meeting with Director
Peterson,” she said. The Village/Area K
joint commission is in place to deal with
issues concerning the arena, which is
funded by tax dollars from both Village
and Area K residents.
McLeod outlined the improvements
done so far at the auditorium, including
the purchase and installation of a new
sound system, laptop, projector, screen,
portable stage, and window covering in
2008. For phase two, the group obtained
CBT Community Initiatives funding to
complete a plan for a commercial kitchen,
updated hockey concession, stage
dressing rooms and washrooms, main
room dividers and other improvements.
However, this phase of the project never
got off the ground. The committee has
P.A.L.S.
decided to shelve it indefinitely and
instead complete the sound booth and
serving kitchen/bar/janitorial projects.
Permission has been granted to re-direct
the CBT funds.
The kitchen/bar/janitorial project
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A Tribute to Ben Big Canoe

He was born October 31, 1940
He left us on Friday, December 30, 2011

Ben’s spot at the table in the cafe was empty this morning. We left
the space for his wheelchair - he joined us in spirit and we toasted him.
We will remember him fondly - his gentle nature, his grin - he always
had an eye for the ladies and some of the things he said ... well, only Ben
could get away with them.
He knew everyone and he seemed to carry the genealogy of the entire
village in his head - He knew who was married to whom (who had been
married to whom) and where their children were. He supported kids
playing Hockey and watched them grow up.
He made an impact on us. We will miss him. We will miss his gruffness
and his jokes - you were never really sure whether he was serious or not
until the zinger came. He was a straight shooter - always said what was
		
on his mind, but he was never mean-spirited. I never
		
heard him say a bad word about anyone. He had a
		
gentleness that drew people in - children loved him.
			
We all loved him.
		
There will be no formal service or
memorial. We ask that each of you
remember Ben in your own way. If
desired, a donation can be made to the
Diabetes, Kidney, or Heart and Stroke Foundation.

PENTAEDRE
PERFORMING

“OPERA COLADA”
at the
Bonnington Arts Centre
Friday, January 27th
at 7:30 pm

Presented by the Arrow
Lakes Arts Council

Tickets: Adults: $20
Seniors: $15.00 Students: $10
Available at Bon Marche Dollar
Store
Co-Sponsored by Paul Peterson,
Director, Area K, RDCK
Hospitality Hosts: Frog’s Leap and
Margo’s Sunnyhills
Lodging

• Councillor Zeleznik reported on
NACFOR’s planned logging activities
in the MacDonald Creek area. There
are five blocks – four will be logged
this winter and the fifth this summer.
Galena Contracting has completed
the road work, and NACFOR was
making arrangements for Arrow Lakes
Logging to do the harvesting. Purchase
agreements are in place with Interfor for
the hemlock, larch, spruce and lodgepole
pine sawlogs, and with Kalesnikoff for
the Douglas fir, and with Celgar for
the pulp. Agreements were expected
to be in place by mid January for the
cedar sawlogs and poles. NACFOR
is confident that this operation will be
profitable, even though the market has
not fully recovered. Later in the year,
NACFOR plans to log about 30,000
cubic metres in the Fosthall area.
• Council agreed to change council
meeting days to the second and fourth
Monday evenings, starting February 13.
Councillor Zeleznik asked for the change
because he is on the volunteer fire and
road rescue department, which holds
practice on Tuesday evenings.
• Council agreed to participate in
the Woodstove Exchange Program
again this year. Nakusp citizens who
would like to replace an old, inefficient
woodstove with a new, efficient, EPAcertified appliance are eligible for
a $350 rebate. The Province/Lung
Association contributes $250 and the
Village contributes $100 to make up
the rebate. Council will budget $1,000
for the program, so will be able to offer
rebates for 10 stoves.
• Council will collaborate with the
community to plan a celebration for
Nakusp’s 120th anniversary this year.
• The arena auditorium rental fee
will be waived on February 7 for the
Community Economic Development
Committee’s event. To be eligible for a
fee waiver, the event must be of benefit
to the whole community.
• The rental fee for the arena
complex will be waived for Minor

Hockey’s second annual community
winter carnival, to be held on Hockey
Day in Canada (February 11) this year.
• A study on whether or not water
metering is beneficial for Nakusp will be
completed by Urban Systems, as part of
the CBT WaterSmart Action Initiative.
CBT will cover two-thirds of the $13,950
cost, so Nakusp’s portion is $4,650. The
Village has already budgeted $5,000
for this.
In 2007, council decided to work
towards a water metering program.
However, after the Village signed
onto the CBT WaterSmart program,
council realized that more information
is required.
• Mayor Hamling reported that BC
Hydro cannot proceed with construction
of the new wharf because of high water
levels. Council has asked Hydro to look
at other options, such as using divers,
and expects to hear back in January or
February.
• Council received a response to
its letter expressing concern about the
adequacy of a single ferry system at the
Galena-Shelter crossing. Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure Blair
Lekstrom says in his letter of response:
“While I recognize you would like to see
a back-up vessel brought into service,
it is no longer economically feasible to
maintain two vessels.” He goes on to say
that “the design for the new vessel has
been developed in order to accommodate
the traffic volumes into the future and
provide consistent, quality service to area
residents and visitors.”
Mayor Hamling asked staff to
contact Kirk Handrahan, executive
director for the marine branch, to set up
a meeting. “I am very concerned that we
will have no back-up ferry,” she said.
“They are assuming that nothing will
ever go wrong with the new one.”
Hamling said the ministry has
never said what they plan to do with the
two existing ferries. The construction
contract was to be awarded in December,
and it is expected to take two years.

submitted
Transforming lawns into gardens
is the topic of a talk presented by
Permaculture Plus and given by Ty
Klassen on Sunday, January 29 in
Nakusp.
Klassen came across an article in
The Western Producer featuring a couple
from Alberta who teach permaculture
workshops and last summer organized
a permablitz that transformed an urban
yard into a food-producing patch of land.
“A lush, green front lawn is a waste
of potential…” begins the article titled
‘Green Grass or Tasty Greens? Couple
makes the most of the land while
protecting the environment for future
generations.’
It continues, “…the front lawn
is a common example of how people
have separated themselves from food
production, often to the detriment of
health, the environment and natural food
production systems.”
Bill Mollison, cofounder of
permaculture, agrees. In his book
Permaculture: A Designers’ Manual,
he wrote, “Let us now say that every
society that grows extensive lawns could
produce all its food on the same area,
using the same resources…”

Think about how many hectares in
Nakusp (or any West Kootenay town or
village) are covered with lawn. Think
about the kilocalories/square metre
(the energy you put out) required to
maintain it; the litres of fuel needed to
mow and trim it; and the litres of water
and kilograms of fertilizer used to feed it.
Now consider the savings when we
convert these lawns to edible landscapes.
We save time and energy spent mowing
and trimming, we save on fuel, we save
water and we save the cash spent on
fertilizers, herbicides, etc.
We can then invest the time, energy
and money saved in a well-planned
garden. It will pay off in the short and
long term. We will reap the benefits of
growing our own food, and our physical,
mental and spiritual well-being will
be enhanced by working and relaxing
in an environmentally friendly space.
And when we feel better it affects our
families, friends and, ultimately, our
community.
This message is at the heart of the
talk that will take place at 2 pm on
Sunday, January 29 at Klassen’s home
located in the Canyon Court Mobile
Home Park in Nakusp. For directions,
call Ty at 250-265-3344.

Thriving in hard times: turning lawns and vacant lots into gardens
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Life
Matters

with Debbie
Pereversoff

Government
pension
benefits for 2012

The ideal retirement plan is
really a four-legged stool made up
of personal savings, home equity
and private or government pension
plans. According to Statistics
Canada, approximately two-thirds
of working Canadians don’t have
any pension plan to begin with
and one-third of them don’t own
a house. But just about everybody
over the age of 65 can expect to
enjoy some form of government
pension, whether it’s the Canada
or Quebec Pension Plan (CPP/
QPP) and/or the Old Age Security
(OAS).
Canada Pension Plan
The CPP is often the first pension
that people collect and the one they
understand the least. It’s financed
through mandatory contributions
from employers, employees and
the self-employed – as well as
investment income from the $152.3
billion CPP Investment Board.
Employers and employees make
equal contributions (self-employed
workers pay both ends) based on a
maximum amount of pensionable
earnings ($50,100, in 2012), adjusted
annually.

Rotary
celebrates
India’s first
polio-free year

Rotary members worldwide
are cautiously celebrating a major
milestone in the global effort to
eradicate the crippling disease polio:
India, until recently an epicenter of
the wild poliovirus, has gone a full
calendar year without recording a
new case.
Leaders of the humanitarian
service organization see the January
13 milestone as a testament to the
determination of its international
membership of 1.2 million –
and especially the 116,000-plus
Rotarians of India – to eradicate the
infectious disease through the mass
immunization of children, a goal
Rotary took on 27 years ago.
“With the support of their Rotary
brothers and sisters around the
world, Indian Rotarians have worked
diligently month after month, year
after year, to help organize and carry
out the National Immunization Days
that reach millions of children with
the oral polio vaccine,” said Rotary
International President Kalyan
Banerjee, of Vapi, India. “As an
Indian, I am immensely proud of
what Rotary has accomplished.
However, we know this is not the end
of our work. Rotary and our partners
must continue to immunize children
in India and in other countries until
the goal of a polio-free world is
finally achieved.”
D e e p a k K a p u r, o f N e w

The amount you’ll eventually
receive depends on your time in the
plan and your career earnings going
back to January 1, 1966, or when you
reached age 18, whichever was later.
The program is designed to replace
about 25 percent of your earnings
while you paid into the plan with
CPP setting a maximum monthly
benefit each year.
If you’re still working, you
should be receiving periodic
statements from CPP that outline
the estimated monthly pension
you’ll receive once you hit 65. The
maximum annual payment for 2012
is about $986.67 a month, all of
which is indexed to inflation.
Most people however, don’t
earn anywhere near that. In fact, the
average monthly CPP payment in
2011 was $512 a month, all of which
is taxable, of course.
It has been commonplace for
many retirees to collect their CPP
as early as age 60. In the past, if you
applied to receive your CPP benefit
on your 60th birthday, you would
lose .50 percent of the monthly
benefit for each month prior to
your age 65 or 6 percent per year.
This would end up reducing the
60-year-old retiree’s benefit by up to
30 percent of what they could have
received had they waited to collect
at age 65.
Starting in 2012, the earlyretirement discount is going to
gradually increase to 7.2 percent a
year or .60 per month. If you apply
for CPP on your 60th birthday, it

will ultimately mean losing up to 42
percent of the amount you would
have received at 65, rather than the
30 percent penalty incurred in the
past.
These new rules will be phased
in over a five-year period from 2012
to 2016. This means that in 2012
the initial penalty for taking CPP
early will actually be 6.24 percent
annually.
You will also be required to
continue making contributions to the
plan if you decide to keep working,
although the amount of your pension
will be increased to reflect these
additional contributions.
Old Age Security
To qualify for OAS, which is
funded out of general government
revenues, you have to be over 65 and
have lived in Canada for a minimum
of 10 years after the age of 18. Like
CPP, you’ll be taxed on the amount
you receive. OAS is also indexed to
inflation and the government sets the
amount payable four times a year
based on the cost of living.
The current maximum payment
is $540 a month – however, the
average monthly payment is around
$508 per month or $6,096 per year.
While that’s the amount
you’re technically entitled to, the
government also looks at how much
you earn from other pensions and
investments. If you earn too much,
your OAS benefit will be reduced. If
you earn too little, your benefit could
be topped up under other benefit
programs.

Delhi, who chairs Rotary’s polio
eradication program in India, also
credits the Indian Health Ministry
for its commitment to the effort.
To date, the Indian government
has spent more than $1.2 billion on
domestic polio eradication activities.
“Government support is crucial if
we are to defeat polio, and we are
fortunate that our government is
our biggest advocate in this effort,”
Kapur said.
“Marching ahead, the goal now is
to sustain this momentum,” he added,
describing as potentially “decisive”
the upcoming immunization rounds
in January, February, and March,
which aim to vaccinate 174 million
children against polio.
If all ongoing testing for polio
cases through January 13 continues
to yield negative results, India will
be declared by the World Health
Organization to have interrupted
transmission of indigenous wild
poliovirus, laying the groundwork for
its removal from the polio-endemic
countries list which it now shares
with Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
Nigeria. However, other countries
remain at risk for cases imported
from the endemic countries, which
is why immunizations in India and
other endemic and at-risk countries
must continue. Neighbouring
Pakistan, which has reported 181
cases so far for 2011, is a major threat
to India’s continued polio-free status.
In 2011, a polio outbreak in China,
polio-free for a decade, was traced
genetically to Pakistan.
Rotary launched its polio
eradication program in 1985 and in

1988 became a spearheading partner
in the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative, with the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, and the US
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention. Since then, the incidence
of polio has plummeted by more than
99 percent, from more than 350,000
cases a year to only 604 reported
so far for 2011. The 12-month
milestone in India – where the last
reported case was a two-year-old girl
in West Bengal on January 13, 2011
– continues the progress of 2010,
when the country recorded only 42
polio cases out of 1,352 worldwide.
In addition to raising awareness
and advocating within the public
and private sectors on behalf of the
cause, Rotary members to date have
contributed more than $1 billion in
support of polio eradication. Indian
Rotary members have raised more
than $11.6 million. Rotary members
now are closing in on a $200 million
fundraising milestone in response
to a $355 million challenge grant
from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, which has identified
polio eradication as one of its top
priorities.
Rotary is a global humanitarian
organization with more than
1.2 million members in 34,000
Rotary clubs in over 200 countries
and geographical areas. Rotary
members are men and women
who are business, professional and
community leaders with a shared
commitment to make the world a
better place through humanitarian
service. Rotary’s top priority is the
global eradication of polio.
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The OAS clawback starts when
your income reaches $69,562 and
your entire OAS benefit disappears if
you earn more than $112,772 a year.
Dividend income can be an issue
here as it increases a retiree’s taxable
income and makes the threshold easy
to cross.
Less than three percent of
Canadians have the whole thing
clawed back though, so virtually
everyone can expect to earn
something from OAS.
Income supplements
The Guaranteed Income
Supplement (GIS) is designed to
provide low-income Canadians with
some additional funds. You must
apply for them each year. They’re
not taxed, but must be claimed on
your tax return.
Like OAS, these supplements
are geared to your income and are
subject to clawbacks. The amount
you receive depends on a variety
of scenarios, such as whether
you’re single or have a partner, and
whether they also collect CPP or the
Allowance.
For a single person, the
maximum payment available is
$732 a month or $8,784 annually,
provided your income is less than
$16,368. However, the average
person receives GIS payments of
closer to $491 a month.

Be sure to apply early
With an aging population, there
are more and more people lining up
to receive their pensions. For CPP
and QPP, you should apply nine
months before you retire, providing
you’re 59 years old.
You must be age 65 or older and
a Canadian citizen or legal resident
to receive OAS or GIS. You don’t
have to be still living in Canada,
but you do have to prove you lived
here a certain number of years after
age 18. Again, start early in the year
you’ll turn 65.
There isn’t a clear-cut answer as
to when you should apply for your
CPP. It is vital that you speak with
your financial planner to review your
particular situation to determine
what is the best strategy for you.
Debbie Pereversoff CFP CPCA
is a financial planner with Assante
Financial Management Ltd. and her
company The Affolter Financial Group
Inc., located in Castlegar. Please
contact her to discuss your particular
circumstances prior to acting on the
information above.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Silverton council, January 17: Community Club gets approval for third bocce pit
by Jan McMurray
• Gary Willman of the Silverton
Community Club presented a brief
history of the club as well as its plans
for this year. Fundraising efforts over
the club’s five years have garnered
about $117,000, and the club has made
about $28,000 in cash donations to
various community groups. The club’s
purpose is to promote community spirit
and volunteerism, to provide financial
support and resources to community
projects, to organize existing and new
community projects, and to ensure the
community remains vibrant. Willman
drew attention to the club’s logo, which
says “Working Together,” and said the
club hopes to work together with the
Village on its goals.
This year, the club would like to
work on a permanent gazebo for the

grounds outside the gallery, a second
bridge crossing the creek on the other
side of the highway, a cover for the
existing bridge, and a third bocce pit.
Council gave the go-ahead for the
third bocce pit, and agreed in principle to
explore the idea of a permanent gazebo
on the Silverton Gallery grounds.
• Mayor Provan reported that her
office hours would begin in February,
and will be posted at the Village office.
• Councillor Love reported on the
January 3 Facilities and Recreation
Committee meeting. Don Broughton
attended that meeting to ask for a
buffer zone between his property and
the campground. This would involve
removing trees and building a fence. The
committee met at the campground on
January 8 to get a better understanding
of his issues and is gathering more
information concerning the request,
including costs.
• Councillor Clarke reported on
the January Chamber of Commerce
meeting. The Chamber’s AGM will take
place January 30 at the Hidden Garden
Gallery and will include a celebration
of the organization’s 100th anniversary.
A strategic planning process is planned
for 2012, led by Lynda Lafleur, who will
attend the AGM to speak about this. Terri
MacDonald, Regional Innovation Chair
for Economic Development at Selkirk
College, will also speak at the AGM.
Clarke reported that Virginia Boyd

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

had attended the meeting to present a
banner project proposal. He also said the
Chamber has a deficit budget this year,
mainly because Tourism BC requires
the Visitor InfoCentre to be open for an
extra month.
• Councillor Main reported on
her attendance at an RDCK Resource
Recovery Committee (west subregion)
meeting, where the 2012 budget was
discussed. She explained that the waste
from all transfer stations in the area
goes to the Ooteschenia landfill near
Castlegar. This year, a study will be
done on a second access road to the
landfill in order to relieve congestion
through a residential area. She also said
that the total annual budget for the west
subregion is $600,000 and Silverton pays
about 10 percent of that.
Main said she reported on Silverton’s
electronic recycling service at the
meeting, and the RDCK may be able
to provide some assistance. She said

she would also bring this forward at
an upcoming meeting among the three
Slocan Lake municipalities.
The RDCK is aiming to be
paperless by June 2012, with the help
of iPads, so technological upgrades are
underway. She said cost savings would
be substantial.
• Council received a letter from Vern
Hartman regarding the request to name
a lane ‘Penny Lane,’ explaining that all
lanes in Silverton already have names.
• Council approved a Silverton
Community Club request for a $500
grant for fireworks and other expenses
related to July 1 celebrations, as well as
the use of the backhoe and some Village
staff time.
• Council received the Sewage
Disposal Study done at no cost to the
Village by environmental engineering
students at the University of Northern
BC in Prince George. The students
spent the summer in Silverton and

completed the report as part of their
studies. Councillor Main said the study
includes several options, and noted that
a sewer system is estimated to cost $5.5
million. A copy of the study is available
at the Village office, and is to be posted
on the Village website.
• Maria Grau wrote to ask council
to look into getting Telus ADSL high
speed internet service in Silverton.
Council decided to engage in discussions
with Red Mountain Internet Society
(RMIS), acknowledging that the Village
had provided RMIS with a letter of
support and that Telus had signed a noncompetition agreement with the society.
• Silverton youth Danika Hammond
wrote to council with the news that she
has been accepted to participate in the
Forum for Young Canadians in Ottawa
March 25-30. She asks for a grant to
assist her with her travel costs. This was
tabled to the next meeting, as council
was unsure of its policy on grants-in-aid.

by Timothy Schafer
The idea began two years ago
when Loren Oldham started a computer
gaming group in New Denver.
Running twice per month at
Knox Hall with financial support from
Columbia Basin Trust’s Community
Initiatives program and the Slocan
Valley Recreation Commission, the
night attracted over 25 young people
on average. People donated computers
and Oldham networked six machines
together, then he added in an XBox game
console with four controllers and 40-inch
screen TV.
It was an instant success. Two years
later that idea is still paying off, with the
seeds for a new youth centre for New
Denver expected to sprout in late spring,

aiding and abetting a youthful habit:
hanging out. “As a result of (the Knox
Hall gaming group) I realized how much
kids liked to hang out,” said Oldham’s
wife, Beth Corven. “I knew that already,
but it was so evident, even though not all
of the kids were gamers, they just liked
to hang out together and socialize outside
of school.”
After much discussion in answering
a Columbia Basin Trust call for
expressions of interest in September, a
community group found that the one
thing most young people in the village
thought was needed was a regular
place to gather. Now the yet unnamed
non-profit society has secured CBT
Community Directed Youth Funds for
the centre to the tune of $25,000 for each
of the next four years. It’s a substantial
sum, but it was a substantial hole in the
social fabric of the Slocan Valley village,
said Corven, one of the community
group’s committee members.
“It will be a place for kids in New
Denver to hang out. That is sort of one
of the main complaints from kids around
here is that they are bored and there is no

place to go,” she said.
After gaining approval for the
funding, the community group held a
priority setting workshop December
12, forming two committees to develop
a work plan and a budget, and another
handling operations and what the centre
would contain. With two locations on
the radar – beside Rory’s on Main or the
former corner café at Main Street and
the highway – the youth centre could be
open by May, said Corven.
Within its walls the vision for
the centre would comprise all of the
amenities a teen and a pre-teen would
need, including computers, Wi-Fi access,
a TV, couches and games like foozball.
With maybe one paid staff member
thrown into the mix, the centre would
look at opening three days per week:
Friday, Saturday and maybe Wednesday.
With the details of the centre being
worked out, one of the main questions
the committee is looking to answer
is sustainability, formulating ongoing
funding to ensure the centre continues
on past the four years CBT has agreed
to fund.

Youth centre project in progress in New Denver

Kaslo’s Catalina Hartland and Nakusp’s Kira Streliev will represent the Kootenays at the 2012 Winter Games.

Catalina Hartland and Kira Streliev chosen for Kootenay Hockey Team
Two local girls made the Kootenay
Regional Hockey Team and will be
participating in U16 Female Hockey at
the 2012 BC Winter Games in Vernon,

February 23-26.
Kaslo’s Catalina Hartland and
Nakusp’s Kira Streliev were chosen for
the team.
Hartland plays goal for the West
Kootenay Wildcats Bantam regional
team out of Castlegar. Streliev is an
affiliate player defenceman on the
Castlegar Wildcats team, and also plays
with the Nakusp Bantam team.
Other West Kootenay Wildcat
Bantam members who made the
Kootenay team include Nelson forwards
Jesse Cooper and Emma Hare, Nelson
defenceman Merissa Dawson, and Trail
forwards Stephanie McAuley and Julie
Sidoni.
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Pentaedre performing Opera Colada at Nakusp’s Bonnington Theatre

submitted
On Friday, January 27, the
wind ensemble ‘Pentaedre’ will
be performing Opera Colada at
the Bonnington Arts Centre in
Nakusp at 7:30 pm. This is the
third concert in the Arrow Lakes
Concert Series for the 2011-12
season.

Pentaedre, a unique musical
ensemble in the Canadian
landscape, explores and presents
to the public a diversified
and original chamber music
repertoire, developed in the
tradition of music for winds.
Under the artistic direction
of Louis-Philippe Marsolais

since 2005, the five artistsmusicians forming the quintet
are recognized for the talent,
technique, precision and colour
they bring to their performance.
Flute (Daniele Bourget), oboe
(Norman Forget), clarinet
(Martin Carpentier), horn
(Mathieu Sussier), and bassoon

Nakusp Peewees win Sicamous tournament

(Louis-Philippe Marsolais) each
provide their very specific colour
to create a rich, unique and
homogeneous sonority that is the
ensemble’s distinctive trademark.
Opera Colada is a bit like an
opera. The opening act, Giulio
Briccialdi’s ‘Quintet,’ is like
an overture. It is written by
one of the finest flutists of the
19th century, when opera was
‘the genre,’ particularly in Italy.
The main parts of the opera
are the comic excerpts from
Rossini’s ‘La Cenerentola,’ and
five arias from Mozart’s ‘Cosi fan
Tutte.’ These are all wonderfully

arranged by German clarinetist
Ulf-Guido Schafer.
The second half of the concert
leaves the opera house and
takes us to the warm and exotic
ambiances of Latin American
music. The main work here is
D’Rivera’s ‘Aires Tropicales,’
followed by Plante’s ‘Pieda
Libre Suite.’ In order to switch
from the operatic world to the
suavity of Latin music, Lussier’s
‘Dos Tropicos,’ short prelude in
which every instrument gets its
own moment of glory, opens
the second part of this musical
entertainment.

Come and join us for an
evening of wind music at the
Bonnington. Tickets are available
at the Bon Marche Dollar Store
until 2 pm Friday, then at the
door. Doors open at 7 pm. Ticket
prices for this concert are: Adults:
$20.00; Seniors: $15.00; and
Students: $10.00.
The Arrow Lakes Arts
Council would like to thank
Frog’s Leap and Margo’s
Sunnyhills Lodging for hosting
this concert. ALAC would also
like to thank RDCK Area K
(Director Paul Peterson) for
partially sponsoring this concert.

submitted
Remember last winter’s
series of public meetings focused
on economic opportunity in
Nakusp and the Arrow
Lakes? Community economic
development, forestry, tourism,
real estate, and agriculture
were all discussed. At the final
meeting, participants asked a
small committee to make plans
for the next steps, and then report
back.
So what happened? Four
committee meetings focused
on project selection. A draft
economic vision was written.
An implementation plan was
developed by Nakusp and Area
Development Board. Numerous
more meetings were held to

develop projects into proposals.
Now it is time to report back to
the community.
Everyone is invited to
meet on Tuesday, February 7
at the arena auditorium. The
evening will begin at 6:30 pm
with a feast of local desserts
and a chance to look at some
displays and start a conversation.
The presentation will begin at
7 pm, with opportunities for
group discussion and feedback.
Proposed projects to be discussed
include:
• creating an inventory of
outdoor recreation opportunities
(skiing, snowmobiling, hiking,
ATV’ing, etc.) with context and
details and maps so that the end
result will be a draw for visitors;

• supporting local businesses
and organizations through a webbased directory, and a business
retention and expansion survey;
• exploring opportunities for
using wood waste;
• creating a co-operative
tourism marketing strategy.
Participants may also choose
to focus on agriculture project
ideas or to bring new ideas
for discussion. This meeting
is financially supported by
Columbia Basin Trust, the Village
of Nakusp and RDCK Area K;
and organized by Nakusp and
Area Development Board and
Nakusp and District Chamber of
Commerce. For more information,
contact Laurie Page 265-4542 or
Kim Reich 265-3839.

Nakusp Economic Development
Committee reports back to community
Congratulations to the Nakusp PeeWee house team for winning the Sicamous tournament on the weekend of January
13-15. They played against teams from Sicamous, Ashcroft, Vernon, Kamloops and Kelowna.

Scrimmage hockey league starts up in Nakusp
by Jan McMurray
A new hockey league was
created in Nakusp this year,
called the scrimmage league.
“Every Saturday morning, the
scrimmage league kids come
to the Nakusp arena. They are
divided into two teams and they
play a game,” explained Crystal
Volansky, registrar and treasurer
on the Nakusp Minor Hockey

executive.
She said the idea behind the
league is to provide kids who
cannot travel with an opportunity
to play hockey. “Many parents
approached the executive with
ideas on how to promote hockey
in the community, and this was
one of them,” said Volansky. “It
seems to be a hit!”
The league is for kids under

12, and the Minor Hockey
novice and initiation players are
welcome.
Community members are
encouraged to come down to the
arena on Saturday mornings to
watch a scrimmage league game
over breakfast. Thanks to Ben
and Kylie Gardner and Bonnie
Hillis, who have helped out on
Scrimmage Saturdays.

submitted
Interested in learning about
tasting wine? Ever wondered
why a wine could be described
as cat’s pee on a gooseberry, or
as having delicate overtones of
armpit, and people would be
excited to drink it?
There will be an introductory

wine tasting course on the
afternoon of Sunday, February
19 in Nakusp. The course will
explore how different wines
are made, how people use
their senses when tasting wine,
how to describe the various
characteristics of wine, and some
basic guidelines on matching

wine and food. Typical varieties
of red and white wines and a wine
tasting glass will be included.
The instructor for the course
is Nathaniel Howard, who has a
Bachelor of Applied Science in
Viticulture (grape growing). For
more information, please contact
Selkirk College at 250-265-4077.

submitted
The 2011 Light Up the
Arrow Lakes Hospital campaign
raised over $18,000, $10,000
of which was contributed by
the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation (ALHF).

The ALHF has voted to
increase this total to $40,000
so that two patient ceiling lifts
can be purchased. The patient
ceiling lifts allow palliative
patients to be moved easily in
bed without damage to skin or

injury to staff. It can also assist
with positioning the patient for
comfort and skin care. One lift
will be in the palliative care room
at the hospital, and the other will
be in the adjoining two-bed room,
so three patients will benefit.

by Jan McMurray
E d g e w o o d S c h o o l ’s
HVAC (heating, ventilation,
air conditioning) system was
recently upgraded, and the
RDCK partnered with School
District 10 to fund the project.
With the help of Arrow
Lakes (Area K) Director Paul
Peterson, School District 10

was able to access $40,000 from
the RDCK’s Community Works
Fund. This gas tax fund is for
green infrastructure projects.
“SD10 is mandated by law
to reach zero carbon emissions,
either through carbon emission
reduction or by purchasing
carbon offset credits from the
Pacific Carbon Trust,” said

Alistair Skey of SD10. “The
new system is significantly
more efficient than the propanefired system that was installed
in the facility at the time of
construction.”
Although exact cost savings
won’t be known until the end of
the heating season, Skey said
significant savings are expected.

submitted
On Sunday, January 29, the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society (SVHTS) will be hosting
its eighth annual Day on the Trail
from noon to 2 pm.
This popular event started as
a way for everyone to discover
new scenic locations on the
Slocan Valley Rail Trail, but

has grown into a friendly social
gathering around a toasty
bonfire. All winter long, SVHTS
volunteers have been grooming
and tracksetting the entire 50-km
length of the trail in anticipation
of this day.
This year, the event will be
found happening 1.5 kilometres
north of the Perry Siding trailhead

and two kilometres south of
the Lemon Creek trailhead.
Both locations can be found
off of Highway 6 and watch for
signs. At the bonfire there will
be refreshments, hot dogs and
smiles waiting for you. Members
of the society will be there to
share the latest rail news and to
sign up new members.

Wine tasting offered on a Sunday afternoon in Nakusp

Arrow Lakes Hospital patients to benefit from ceiling lifts

HVAC upgrade for Edgewood School

Slocan Valley Rail Trail hosts ski day

*Featuring delicious local desserts
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Hockey helps kids score life’s
big goals!
Celebrating Minor Hockey Week!
Kaslo Atoms Back row: Lindsay McKinnon (coach), Ellie Cox, Charlene Lay, Bruce Matthews,
Ember Hartland, Elijah Havers, Harley Command, Chad Jones (coach). Front row: Layla Tyers,
Justin Anderson, Devon Coates, Sage Matthews, Julian Enns, Jacob Chymko, Wyatt Petterson.
The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

Kaslo Midget House Back row: Gillis Leathwood, Daniella Hansen, Sarah Burns (head coach),
April Settle, Andrew Pelletier. Front row: Connor Robertson, Rachel Mckenzie, Scott Mitchell,
Jessie Lay, Shawn Ellard. Missing: Breanna Tate, Azriah Morley, Immanuel Ens-Palmer.

Proudly Supporting Minor Hockey!
422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594
www.cornucopiakaslo.com

Thanks to all
the parents,
coaches
and kids for
keeping Minor Hockey
alive in our community!

Front Street
Market
411 Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2331

Eric’s
Meat
Market

Salutes our National Winter
Sport during Minor Hockey
Week, 2012!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436
The Village of
Kaslo celebrates
our young hockey
players during
Minor Hockey
Week

Senior Novice Coaches: Connor Robertson (assitant coach), Jamie Gray (coach), Marsh
Hawes (coach). Back row: Jaden Smith, Gavin Toporowski, Alivia Ward, Colton Hawes, Joseph
Surina, Sean Eckland. Front row: Ethan Gray, Aidan Wilson, Quinn McRae, Aza Hofmann, Ahma
Hofmann, Kyler Surina, Nicholas Tait. Missing: Willie Hofmann (coach), Shawn Wilson (coach).

Junior Novice Coaches: Marsh Hawes (assitant coach), Ken Austin (head coach), Shawn Wilson (coach).
Back row: Braden Ward, Chase McKinney. Front row: Mailey Williams, Evan Steinmann, Makenna Austin,
Avery Wilson, Alexander Shaw, Mica Hawes, Landon Young. Missing: Dakota Hazelwood.
The

wishes our local
teams all the success in
the world.
Play hard, have fun !

Kaslo
Automotive
400 4th St. • Kaslo • 353-2645

Yack &
Whack

salutes Minor
Hockey in Kaslo

Play hard, play fair,
have fun!

Valley VOICE

Hi Gillis!
420 Front St. • Kaslo
353-2236
Practice good
sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!

Kaslo girls Heidi Haegedorn, Ava Collier and Kathryn Haegedorn are playing on the female
Major Midget team out of Nelson this year.

Minor Hockey helps
kids reach their
goals in life!
Now

sharpening skates!

6510 Highway 31
Kaslo • 353-2533

JB’s Pub &
Restaurant

wishes all the
players and coaches
a Happy Minor
Hockey Week!
Especially Aza
& Ahma
Hofmann

Nakusp • 250-265-4012
Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2012!

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205
405-4th St. • Kaslo

Celebrate Minor
Hockey!

Willow Home Gallery
250-353-2257
Kaslo, BC

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Avery Enns of Kaslo is playing on the Nelson
PeeWee Rep team this year.

Minor
Hockey
builds
character!
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Good
Sportsmanship
always pays
off!
Happy Hockey Week!

Nakusp-Kaslo Bantam House Back row: Rick Wiltse (coach), David Grisales, Sage Wilton, Jordan
Deakoff, Kira Streliev, Arturs Vilks, Austin MacDonald, Barry Streliev (coach). Middle row: Mieszka
Weeks, Ashlee Herridge, Hannah Enns, Rowan Wiltse, Cole Bendis. Front: Dugan McInnes.

Nakusp Midget Rep Back row: AJ Hughes, Ryan Bateman, Connor Reimer, Damin Devlin, Dylan
Hascarl, Kylie Carson, Zachary Friedenberger. Middle row: Travis Rebman (assistant coach), Quentin
Volansky, Mitchell Zorn, Ryan Struck (head coach), Jade Streliev, Kellan Nishida, Levi Cordingley,
Doug MacPherson (trainer). Front row: Tyson Cann, Cameron MacPherson, Mitchel Hascarl, Maxwell
McCoy, Nathyn McInnes, Joshua Rivers, Jacob Balske. Missing: Kalum Stevens (assistant coach).

Nakusp • 250-265-3644

Nakusp PeeWee House Back row: Rodney Volansky (assistant coach, trainer), Ryan MacDonald, Reese
McCrory, Jake LaPlante, Dylan Ewings, Ben Gardner, Hailey Herridge, Pat McCrory (assistant coach).
Middle row: Teo Elsmore, Raven Atherton, Alex Roberts, Ken Nishida (coach), Anthony Maxinuk, Killian
McCrory, Jackson Herridge. Front row: Adam Volansky, Viktors Vilks, Brayden Reardon, Brody Herridge,
Eric Viera, Kobe Nishida. Missing: Arnie Herridge (trainer) & Melodie Herridge (manager).

October-December Scrimmage Team Back row: Tyson Hascarl, Cam Macintosh, Alexis
Cormack, Tasha Bjarnason, Kell Wictorin. Middle row: Brody Wanstall, Issac Flamand, Ewan
Carter, Colby Macintosh, Jackson Langlois, Jake Bjarnason, Darian Smith, Noah Fizzard,
Ledger Coates. Front row: Colten Hillis, Aiden Hascarl, Kyle MacDonald, Jake Flamand, Calista
Macintosh, Lucas Robins, Steven Sapietis, Tegan Abbott, Dakoda Fizzard. Coaches: Mike
Smith, Chad Cormack, Daryl Fizzard, Wayne Abbott, Shawn Coates.
The

Nakusp Senior Novice Back row: Issac Flamand, Darian Smith, Matthew Laplante, Ewan
Carter. Front row: Aidan Hascarl, Colten Hillis, Kyle MacDonald, Jake Flamand, Lucas Robins,
Steven Sapietis, Ledger Coates. Coaches: Mark MaCaulay, Wayne Abbott, Chad Cormack.

Valley VOICE

wishes our local
teams all the success in
the world.
Play hard, have fun !

Victory is in
the quality of
competition, and not
in the final score
Slocan Lake
Home Hardware
New Denver • Slocan

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic
84 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3694

Nakusp Junior Novice Back row: Brody Wanstall, Dakoda Fizzard, Eban Cormack. Front row: Jason
Friedenberger, Jordis Smith, Maddex MaCaulay, Maddex Sanders, Owen Tithecott, Addyson Robins, Tegan Abbott.
Coaches: Mark MaCaulay, Paul Tittecott, Wayne Abbott, Chad Cormack. Missing: Mike Smith, Wayne Sanders.

Hockey
builds
character!
Minor Hockey Week
Celebrates our young
players!
Paul Peterson,
RDCK director, Arrow Lakes

Practice good
sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!

Galena Contractors
Nakusp • 250-265-4100

www.galenacontractors.com

Celebrating the
young athletes in our
community!
Minor Hockey
Week, 2012

265-4406

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

Congratulations to all
the players on a great
season, and enjoy
Hockey Week!

Scot Norsemen Enterprises
Play Hard, Play Fair,
Have Fun!
Enjoy Minor Hockey Week

Box Lake Lumber
Nakusp • 265-4767
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Kaslo council, January 10: Final Water Street plans presented
by Jan McMurray
• Henry Van Mill of the Water
Street Planning Select Committee
presented two options for future
development of Water Street. Option
1 includes angle parking and a trail
along the length of the north side
of the street. Option 2 includes
perpendicular parking and a sidewalk
along the length of the south side of
the street, with crosswalks to green
spaces on the north side. Components
of each option can be interchanged –
the sidewalk could be on the north
or south sides, and parking could be
angle or perpendicular. Neither option
includes a corridor for future burying
of utilities because of Foreman
Walker’s input about the prohibitive
cost. Van Mill suggested an engineer
be hired to prepare a detailed work
plan prior to moving forward with
any works.
• Graham Gilbert of the Kaslo
Golf Club emailed to confirm that
the club would like to pursue a
Patron Participation Liquor License
endorsement, to allow for live music
inside the clubhouse for special
functions. This was referred to the
Municipal Services Committee to
discuss the method of gathering public
input on the application.
• A meeting will be scheduled
with Area D Director Shadrack, the
Kaslo & District Arena Board and
council to discuss an email received
by a resident who was shocked to find
people openly drinking liquor at a
hockey tournament at the Kaslo arena.
• JDQ Engineering emailed
regarding options to improve the
efficiency and function of the
boiler system at Kemball Memorial
Centre. JDQ recommends that
these improvements be done as
budget allows as part of the ongoing
maintenance of the building. The
email was referred to the Building
Management Select Committee for
recommendation to council, and to
2012 budget deliberations.
• Council received a letter from
CBT regarding greater communitybased decision making in the
allocation of funds provided by CBT.
The letter says, “CBT is currently
open to pursuing opportunities to
work with communities, sub-regions
and communities-of-interest to
establish a relationship where the
community will determine its own
plans or priorities for the use of CBT

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

funding.” This was referred to the
Municipal Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Council received a Trees Canada
– Edible Trees funding application,
which was moved to the Development
Services Committee to complete by
the February 28 deadline.
• As recommended by the
Municipal Services Committee
following its discussion of direct
awarding contracts, administrative
reports will be filed in advance of any
expense anticipated to be more than
$10,000, unless previously approved
in a municipal budget.
• Development of a social

media policy was on the agenda of
the December Municipal Services
Committee meeting. The minutes
state: “Rather than a social media
policy, concern was expressed
for inappropriate use of personal
electronic devices.” Staff was asked to
return to the next committee meeting
with a draft policy to preclude the
use of personal electronic devices
by council members during council
meetings.
• At the December budget
meeting, council decided to raise the
cost of individual garbage tags from
$2 to $2.50 to meet RDCK charges
at the transfer station. Council also

endorsed the library’s request to raise
taxation to 14 cents per $1,000 of
assessment value.
• At the January 4 budget meeting,
$20,000 was budgeted for the
campground washroom construction,
$10,000 for constructing a launching
ramp, and $25,000 for road paving
reserves.
• The Chamber of Commerce
will be approached regarding costsharing directional signage within
municipal boundaries.
• An amendment to the Street
& Traffic Bylaw to preclude heavy
traffic on Village sidewalks and
provide compensation for damages

was approved.
• The discussion on application for
funding from the RDCK Community
Development Fund was moved to the
January 18 budget meeting. Council
will consider using the funds for
economic development initiatives.
• Council received approval
from the Province on the application
for $90,000 for an 8.4-hectare fuel
management treatment project.
• Mayor Lay reported that the
Mt. Buchanan proposal was accepted
by the RDCK as one of two projects
worthy to submit to Victoria for
funding under the Community
Recreation program.

submitted
The Langham presents ‘Two
Views: Photographs by Ansel Adams
and Leonard Frank’ February 11
through March 25 at the Langham
Cultural Centre and Japanese
Canadian Museum, located at 447
A Avenue in Kaslo.
An opening celebration will be
held Saturday, February 11 from 7
to 9 pm.
This compelling collection of
photographs presents two views
of internment and incarceration
in the early 1940s. The exhibition
provides an opportunity to reflect on
the nature of forced separation and
uprooting and the effects that it has
on its victims.
After the bombing of Pearl
Harbour in 1941, both the Canadian
and American governments forced
the relocation of citizens of Japanese
descent from the coastal regions.
Nearly 120,000 Japanese Americans
and 22,000 Japanese Canadians
were affected. The internment
camps for the Japanese Americans
were scattered around the US
west. In Canada, the BC Security
Commission was established to
oversee the removal to hastily
planned camps in the BC interior,
or to work and road camps in other
parts of the country.
Ansel Adams (1902-1984) is
usually thought of as a landscape
photographer, a maker of images
that blend drama and contemplation.
From 1943 to 1944, angered by
what he heard about the government
policy towards Japanese Americans,
Adams made a number of trips to
Manzanar War Relocation Center.
His powerful photographs capture
the harsh daily life and resilience
of the 10,000 Japanese Americans
incarcerated there during World
War II.
When he offered the collection
to the Library of Congress, Adams
wrote, “The purpose of my work
was to show how these people,
suffering under a great injustice,
and loss of property, businesses
and professions, had overcome
the sense of defeat and dispair
[sic] by building for themselves
a vital community in an arid (but
magnificent) environment…”
Leonard Frank (1870-1944) was
hired by the BC Security Commission
to record the removal of Canadians
of Japanese descent from the BC

coast. Frank was originally from
Germany and personally endured a
great deal of racism during World
War I. He was recognized as the
leading commercial and industrial
photographer in Vancouver.
In 1942, Frank was contracted
as the documentary photographer
of the BC internment. Japanese

Canadians were told to pack a single
suitcase each and taken to holding
areas, to wait for trains to take
them inland. Frank’s documentary
photographs of the Hastings Park
temporary holding areas are both
stark and shocking. These images
of the cavernous buildings give a
unique perspective, focusing on the

bureaucratic systems in place rather
than the suffering of the community.
Frank also documented the moving
process and visited several camps in
the interior of BC.
There will be further
programming the following Friday
with the showing of the film The War
Between Us and a speaker or two.

submitted
It doesn’t matter if you’re a
musical buff, ski bum, ski buff,
or musical bum, ‘Ski Bum: The
Musical’ is a fast-paced, shredding
good time for the whole family.
The Langham Cultural Centre
is proud to present Iron Mountain
Theater’s (IMT) smash hit: ‘Ski
Bum: The Musical’ on Friday,
February 10 at JV Humphries School
in Kaslo. The show and laughs begin
at 7:30 pm.
IMT (the company that brought
you ‘White Star Lady’ and ‘Company
Jump’) is the Kootenay’s hottest
professional theatre company.
‘Ski Bum: The Musical’ tells
the story of one ski bum nearly
cresting over the hill, with all of his

youthful energy intact… and that’s
the problem. Jeff Snowden needs
to grow up a little, and act more
responsibly if he wants things to go
his way in adulthood.
When an old flame at Big Snow
Peak sparks a renewed interest in
Jeff’s heart, he starts to consider
the benefits of gaining a level of
maturity. With the help of a cultural
anthropologist, played by new cast
member Grant Waters, studying
the culture and practices of skibummery, and a sometimes-not-sonice head of ski patrol, he begins
to see that he doesn’t have to give
up skiing and having fun in order
to evolve.
Ski Bum is jammed packed with
hummable tunes that span a wide

range of genres, jokes that run the
gamut of humour from slapstick
to high comedy, and 11 inspired
musical performances. The innuendo
alone is enough to tickle even the
most chafed of funny bones. Don’t
forget to take the ‘Ski Bums’ home
with you! The cast has been hard at
work on the release of their original
soundtrack recording, which will be
available for purchase at the show.
So come on out you ski bums,
snow bums, skinny bums, and
large bums. Advance tickets are
available at Willow Home Gallery
and Sunnyside Naturals for $15
(and $18 at the door) For more
information please visit: www.
ironmountaintheatre.ca or www.
thelangham.ca

submitted
Faced with declining numbers
of kids, the minor hockey
associations in Nakusp and Kaslo
are collaborating this year to keep
the competitive league alive in
both communities.
Sarah Sinclair of the Kaslo
association recalls when, a year
ago, two Nakusp board members
approached two Kaslo board
members to discuss the numbers
of players each association would
have in the upcoming season.
“A quick head count revealed
that both associations definitely
would be low in numbers in a
few of the divisions,” she said.
“And with some players making
Rep teams in the area, that too has
an effect on the number of kids
remaining to play house hockey.”
So, with much deliberation
between the two association’s subcommittees, a plan was born. A
survey went out to everyone to see
how the idea of working together
at a house hockey level would
affect the parents and players.
The results of the survey were
astounding – even though it meant

the possibility of more travel, most
parents were keen to continue
having hockey in their home
association for their children.
In September, the numbers
of all the registered players were
looked at for each division, from
Novice through Midget. It was
obvious that Kaslo would not
have enough players to house a
PeeWee team. The Bantam, Atom
and Midget numbers were low, too.
Nakusp had low numbers in Atom
and Bantam, and decided to put all
Midget age players on the Midget
Rep team.
With six Kaslo Bantams and
six Nakusp Bantams, a team of 12
was formed out of Nakusp. With
the Atoms, out of Kaslo, it was not
so straightforward, but in the end,
the team has eight Kaslo kids and
three Nakusp kids. Some of the
kids from Nakusp in the Atom age
group decided to play on Nakusp’s
PeeWee or Senior Novice teams.
“We are pleased to have such
great communication between the
two associations in order to keep
the local kids playing hockey in
their arenas,” said Sinclair, adding

that Nakusp and Kaslo have a
history of working together to
create teams of all categories, from
the North Kootenay Falcons Rep
teams to the combo house teams
of this season.
“The friendships made this
year will last long into the future,”
she said.
Cole Bendis of Kaslo, on the
Nakusp Bantam team this year,
said, “I feel that I’ve grown as a
person by meeting new people
and being part of a team I’m proud
to be on. I would like to thank
Kaslo and Nakusp Minor Hockey
Associations for making this one
amazing hockey year that I will
never forget. And Barry [Streliev]
for all the coaching that has made
me so much better at hockey.”
Dulcie Petterson, parent of
Wyatt, a Nakusp kid on Kaslo’s
Atom team, said that although
travel time is the downside to the
co-operative arrangement, the
upside is “the great teamwork
during games which have led
them to some excellent game wins
and the friendships that we have
made.”

Two views of internment in photographs at the Langham

Ski Bum: The Musical comes to JVH School in Kaslo

Nakusp and Kaslo Minor Hockey Associations work together
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Announcements

WILLOW HOME GALLERY - Just back
from the Atlanta International Gift Show,
largest in North America! Lots of incredible
goodies for your home arriving soon at
Willow Home Gallery! Kaslo 250-3532257. www.willowhomegallery.com.

SLGS ARTS COUNCIL has received 20112012 CKCA program pamphlets and grant
applications. Find program 1 & 2 applications
on bulletin board at Silverton Gallery.
Deadlines for program 1 (arts and culture
projects) March 7. Contact Sue Mistretta for
inquiries. Free grant writing workshop held
at Silverton Gallery on Saturday, February
11 from 11 to 1 pm, facilitated by Krista
Patterson from CKCA office.

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY,
POLLY G. CHERNOFF
Love from your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren

CONVERGENT MANAGEMENT
GROUP LTD. thanks everybody
who supplied prizes and donated to
the 2011 Convergent Management
Group Ltd. Holiday Charity Event.
Convergent Management Group Ltd.
is a local consortium of logging, road
building and forestry contractors who work
together on local and regional forestry, road

CLASSIFIED ADS

construction and logging projects. Together
we employ approximately 150 local people.
Thank you to the suppliers: Andy Evans,
Alturus Equipment, BHEX Contracting Ltd.,
Brandt Tractor, Convergent Management
Group Ltd., Finning, Galena Contractors
Ltd., Harlow Creek Contracting, John
Chernoff (Hills), Kal Tire, Nakusp Mobile
Mechanics, Narrows Timber Co. Ltd.,
Marvins Small Motor Repairs, Darryl
Katchen Trucking, Reitmeier Logging Ltd.,
Reitmeier Transport Ltd., and True North
Forestry Consulting Ltd.
Thank you to the donors: Andy Evans,
Ascar Construction, Beth McLeod, Bruce
Watt, Coleman MacIntosh, Dale & Tracy
McKay, Daryll Katchen, Debbie Guest,
Keith Gran & Judy Weighill, Kevin Carter,
Sandy Watt, Ray Hascarl, Rick Reitmeier,
Scott Britton, Trooper Jordan, and Ty
Hascarl.
Together this year we raised $4752 for the
Arrow Lakes Medical Aid Society, and a
good time was had by all.
THE LUCERNE SCHOOL GRAD
CLASS would like to thank everyone who
participated in our very successful Silent
Auction in December. Special thanks to all

the businesses who donated items: What’s
in Store, Planet Garden Maintenance, Valley
Performance, Silverton Building Supplies,
Di’s Esthetic, Apple Tree, Rory’s on Main,
Sweet Dreams, June’s Trinkets & Treasures
General Store, Raven’s Nest, Garden
Graces, Celtic Fire Design, Mountainberry,
Earl Dean, MCO Core Diamond Drilling
Ltd., Genex Mining Co., Kootenay Shire,
Terry Simpson, Nuru, Gretchen Perk, New
Market, Slocan Lake Hardware, Silver Tip
Framing, Valley Voice, Elly Scheepens,
Robin McNabb. Sorry if we forgot anyone!
THANKS TO ALL who took the time to
email/notify the Kaslo Village and/or sign
the petitions to keep Ring Road as it is.
-J. Sinclair

Coming Events

WANT TO GET INVOLVED in the arts,
have a voice in the running of a gallery,
connect with local artists? Alfa Guild
Gallery AGM 1pm, Feb. 26, 2012. Arrow
Lakes Archives Building, 92 7th, Ave.
Nakusp.
STEW NIGHT Saturday, February 4,
Burton Hall, 5-7 pm. Adults $10; Children
7-12 $6; Children 6 and under free.
Everybody welcome!
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DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES – Mondays,
1:30 pm @ Artel Studios, New Denver. Ph.
250-358-2689. Everyone welcome.
A LANGHAM PRESENTATION: Two
Views: Photographs by Ansel Adams and
Leonard Frank. February 11 through March
25 at the Langham Cultural Centre and
Japanese Canadian Museum, located at
447 A Avenue in Kaslo, BC. An opening
celebration will be held Saturday, February
11 from 7-9 pm. This compelling collection
of photographs presents two views of
internment and incarceration in the early
1940s.
CUPAND SAUCER BOOGIE DINNER!
- SAT. FEB. 4 - Pappadams, Thai Shrimp
or Chicken Curry loaded w/vegetables
on fragrant rice, robust salad - cardamom
custard dessert. $20. Cash/check only.
Reservations 5:30 or 7:00 - Madeleine
358-2475 or Cup 2267. TAKE OUT
AVAILABLE.
NAKUSP HOSPICE SOCIETY AGM
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 @ 7:00 pm
Arrow Lakes Hospital Board Room.
Membership fee is $5 per year.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm
The Copper Nail Boat Shop
The Kootenays’ Shipwright

250-355-0035

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

www.woodenboatshop.ca

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Meat Cutting BREWING
Legendary Meats
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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Coming events

C O M E C E L E B R AT E FA M I LY
LITERACY NIGHT! Dress up as your
favorite Dr. Seuss character - Friday,
January 27, from 5 pm to 6:30 pm at the
Lucerne School Library. Food, prizes and
zany fun! For more info call Charlene @
250-358-7768.
THE LIFE’S A BEACH POTLUCK
- Vallican Whole Community Centre midwinter potluck. Sat., Jan. 28. Doors/5 pm.
Dinner/6 pm. Silent auction, live music and a
little bit of summer fun! Admission - a potluck
item. Info at http://vallicanwhole.com
THE SILVERTON GALLERY presents:
The ‘Community Music Program,’
spearheaded by Ryan Butler begins on Sunday
February 5 (6-8pm) and runs for five weeks.
Talented singer/songwriter Nina Martinez will
facilitate each session with music theory and
opportunites to learn and play a set of songs
together as a group. The second half will be
a Master Class featuring an accomplished
musician from the community with each week
having a different guest musician sharing
their unique expertise. We invite people with
all levels of musical experience from kids
(12+) to adults. Bring your instrument (some
instruments are provided). The program is
funded by CBT and Rec #6 commission and is
being offered at no charge, however donations
are gratefully accepted to keep the program
running. Come on February 5 and check it out.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY
AGM will be held Sunday, February 19,
2012 @ 1:30 pm @ Barb’s, 6501 Hwy 6.
Potluck and slideshow to follow. For info:
Margaretha 358-2729.
LOVE THE ARTS CELEBRATION - 25
year anniversary Slocan Valley Community
Arts Council. Masquerade, music, art,
performers, food and drink! Join us at the
Vallican Whole Saturday, February 18,
7–10 pm. Free admission! slocanvalleyarts.
ca. 226-7445.

8TH ANNUAL DAY ON THE TRAIL –
Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Sunday, January
29 from noon to 2 pm. Location is 1.5 km
north of Perrys Siding or 2 km south of the
Lemon Creek Trailhead. Refreshments,
hot dogs and the company of friends. Need
info? 250-355-2397.
DR. FUN, BESSIE AND THE BACK
EDDIES AND NO EXCUSE at Silverton
Winter Blues Boogie Saturday, February
4, 8:30 pm. Silverton Memorial Hall.
Snacks, beverages served. No minors,
please. Tickets $17, advance only. Nelson:
Cottonwood Kitchen; Kaslo: Figments;
Winlaw Minimart; Nakusp: Broadway Deli;
New Denver: Apple Tree, Mountainberry;
Silverton: SBS, Cup & Saucer. More info,
250-358-7765. FEEL THE HEAL!

Education

C O N T I N U I N G E D U C AT I O N
CLASSES: NAKUSP
Computer Classes - Access, Power Point,
Word Advanced, Excel Advanced: Sat.
Feb. 4 & 11
Maintain your Computer: Sat. Feb. 18
Bookkeeping Basics: Sat. Sun. Feb. 11
& 12
Occupational First Aid Level 1: Thurs.
Feb. 16
Brain Gym, with Gayle Buchner: Fri.
Feb. 17
Introduction to Wine Tasting: Sun. Feb. 19
Standard First Aid for Mines: Sat. Sun.
Mon. Feb. 18-20
Hunter Training, CORE: Sat. Sun. Mar.
10 & 11
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR
ALL CLASSES. For more information
call Selkirk College 265-4077, e-mail
nakuspce@selkirk.ca or drop by the centre
311 Broadway St. Tues.–Fri. 11 am-3 pm.

CLASSIFIED ADS
For rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $700/month. 250-575-8867 or
250-265-4914.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE
near Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny,
valley views. Suitable 2 people. www.
merryproperties.com $795/mo. 250-2260034.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home,
2 bathrooms, 1500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no
smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168. Sonja.
HOUSE FOR RENT NEW DENVER
2 1/2 bdr. elctr/wood heat w/d, carport,
storage. ph. 250-358-2689.
SHARED OFFICE SPACE available in
Winlaw starting February 1. Long-term
preferred. Call 226-7166.
SPACIOUS 2 BDR APARTMENT in
Silverton available immediately. $750/
mo + util. W/D, A/C & an awesome
view. Seeking quiet, responsible and nonsmoking tenants. Call 358-2177.
HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver
Orchard. March 1. $600 + util. 403-7630925.

For sale

T W O L E F T- H A N D A C O R N
STAIRLIFTS for split-level home. New,
and still in boxes. $3,500. 250-265-4145.
HONEYBEE OPERATION. Complete
with 2 hives, all tools, medications and
equipment. Ideal for entry level beekeeper.
$800 Steve 250 399 4701.

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. *
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
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YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA IN SILVERTON!!! Wednesdays
7 pm with Christopher, Sundays 10 am
with Anastasia at Hand & Soul. 3587773, lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

Help Wanted

CAREGIVER/HOUSEKEEPER
part-time in Nakusp. We will train. For
information please phone 250-265-3273.

Lost

PAIR OF EYEGLASSES – black wire
frames, rectangular. Call 358-7218.

Mobile Home

1996 2 BDRM PLUS ADDITION. 5
appliances, vaulted ceiling, sunken living
room, large deck. Excellent condition.
Located in Nakusp MHP near golf course.
Covered storage available for RV and/or
boat. View at www.bchomesforsale.com/
view/nakusp/harold or call 250-265-1730.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Real Estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner.
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and
equipment for construction available.
Rosebery – property borders provincial
park. Temporary living quarters in place.
Asking $98,500. Call Ron 250-358-2389.
23.8 ACRES. South of Silverton on a
public road with power and tel at property
line. This treed property has a gentle slope
with good sun exposure and backs on
Crown land - water license in place. A good
place to call home! - $210,000.00. Larry @
Landquest Realty 250.513.2733.
VALLICAN HOMESTEAD (10.5 acres)
with river frontage on the Slocan River.

Three bedroom rancher with full basement.
30 minutes from Nelson or Castlegar.
More info: http://community.netidea.com/
herbandsusie/ or 250-226-7376.
8.33 ACRES SILVERTON – Quaint studio
starter cabin on Red Mtn. Rd. with hydro,
propane and telephone hooked up and a water
plan in place. Building location with views
for larger home, a solid investment in area
that promises opportunities for adventurers
and nature lovers to enjoy all the activities
the Slocan Valley has to offer. Priced to sell
at $229,500. Call 250-358-2655 for details.
FOR SALE BY OWNER - A unique
opportunity to own a little slice of paradise,
a fully furnished, very private lakeside twolevel home for recreational use or live all
year round. Surrounded by park-like forests,
spectacular mountain and lake views, this
cozy home has an abundance of spring water,
boathouse, private driveway to lake, large
storage shed, horse coral, RV sewer hookup,
landscaped gardens. Enjoy an abundance
of fruit and vegetables from fenced orchid.
Contact owner: 250-265-4525.

Rental Wanted

SARAH, MARK AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are looking for a home to
rent in the Slocan Valley this summer.
Ideally, we’d like to rent from early May to
late August, but we are open to any shorter
arrangements that are at least two months
long within that time-frame. Please email
us at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or phone us
at (801) 910-1532.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Jim Pownall & Co.

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Sondra Krajewski

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

ACCOMMODATIONS

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice
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services

PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
FRUIT TREE PRUNING plus cleanup and removal, January to March only.
All fruit and ornamental trees. Nakusp,
Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood areas. Ray
250-269-7324.

Obituaries

YOUNG, HAROLD IRVINE
1917 -2012
Harold passed away peacefully with his
wife by his side on Wednesday, January
4, 2012 at the age of 94. He is survived by
his wife, Genevieve, his stepchildren Gwen
(Jack) Hunt, Ron (Barbara) Cochran, Rachel
and Tricia (Michael), the extended family
of 7 grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren

and 8 great-great grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his first wife Annie, his
parents Irvine and Lesley, two brothers Les
and Norm, and one step grandchild Tracey.
Harold was born in Portage La Prairie,
Manitoba December 26, 1917, but the
family moved to Vancouver in 1926. He
joined the Auxiliary RCAF in 1937 (111th
CAC Squadron -Sea Island & Patricia
Bay, Vancouver Island). He enlisted in
the P.F. RCAF in September of 1939
and served more than 6 years as a Flight
Sergeant in Commonwealth Training Plan
-#3 SFTS Calgary. During his enlistment
he also served in England with the #6
Bomber Group. After serving his country,
he returned to Vancouver to work as a
longshoreman until he settled into a career
with Canada Post from which he was able
to retire.
Once retired, Harold enjoyed life by
building radio controlled boats and sailing
them at the Central Park Pond in Burnaby,
where he was a life member of the Burnaby
Association of Marine Modelers. When his
wife, Annie passed away after 60 years of
happy marriage he spent some time taking
cruises, where he met his present wife,
Genevieve. He then moved to the Interior
of BC (the Kootenays) where he spent
many happy hours in his new workshop
and house.
Harold’s wife wishes to express her
sincere gratitude to all the people involve
in Harold’s care during his last few weeks
of life, including Dr. Lea, the staff of the
emergency room and acute care of Arrow
Lakes Hospital and finally the staff of Minto
House. All personnel involved in Harold’s
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care went above and beyond what was
expected to help make him as comfortable
as possible and to carry out Harold’s last
wishes.
Cremation has already taken place and
his remains will be placed in Vancouver
with his first wife. A “Celebration of Life”
will be held at a later date. Any donations
may be made to the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation or the local chapter of PAWS
in Nakusp in memory of Harold.

WILSON, ALEXANDER PADMOS
August 22, 1978-November 21, 2011
“Music takes you somewhere….nothing
else in the world is like it. Takes you
somewhere out of your body, out of your
consciousness. Somewhere else.”
-Wilson Padmos June 2011
A honouring for Wilson will take place
Easter Weekend, Saturday April 7, 2012 at
Dumont Creek Cemetery, Winlaw, BC at
3:00 pm. There will be a gathering at the
Vallican Whole following the service.
Bring love, words, food and family
-Richard, Glenda, Jordan, Raven and Derek
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Life’s a Beach mid-winter potluck
submitted by Craig Lawrence
Ready to celebrate winter in all its glory
– by forgetting that it’s there for one night?
Feeling an urge to throw on a brightly
coloured Hawaiian shirt and whip out the
shades and sunscreen?
Well, the originators of the local 100mile potluck are planning to bring back
summer (briefly) and want you to be
part of it. On Saturday, January 28, the
Vallican Whole Community Centre will
be hosting the Life’s a Beach Mid-Winter
Potluck. The doors open at 5 pm, with
dinner at 6:00.
It’ll be an evening where those who
show up create the menu, because the
price of admission is a dish for the
potluck (hopefully containing some
local ingredients). There have been some
magical 100-mile potlucks at the Whole
which seem to bring out the best from area
gardens, farmers and chefs.
A highlight of the night will be one
of those unique Vallican Whole Silent
Auctions. Who knows what will be up
for bid, but we do know they’ll contain
something a little bit different. The auction
will be ongoing until 7:30 pm.
To discover more of the special
ambience of the event, push aside the palm
fronds and coconuts and you’ll find several
local musicians performing throughout the
night. Hawaiian/country hip hop anyone?
Tropical drinks may also be found to help
round out the festivities.
The Vallican Whole has become a
focus-point for celebrating the 100-mile

diet and lifestyle for several years. It
meets the fundamental beliefs of the
Rural Alternatives Research and Training
Society (RARTS), which operates the
Whole and has been promoting a selfsufficient rural lifestyle for over 40 years.
For more information on ‘Life’s a Beach’
contact the centre at 250-226-7957.

Certified Electrical
Contractor
Fully Licenced &
Insured
office
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 551-8463 (TIME)
jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

The Cup
and
Saucer Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews,
Meat Pies, Treats
and Great Coffee

RECREATION

358-2267

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT
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Slocan council, January 9: Council decides against applying for Community Recreation Program funds
by Jan McMurray
• There was a lengthy discussion
on the provincial government’s
Community Recreation funding
program, which provides 80 percent
funding to successful projects. Three
community groups wanted the Village
to apply for projects on their behalf.
Because of the Village’s current
financial situation, council does not
feel it can commit to a 20 percent share
of the projects’ costs, and decided not
to apply for any funding under the
program. However, council agreed to
schedule a debriefing meeting with
each of the three groups to discuss
how to move the application process
forward.
• Gail Morris of Slocan Gardening
Concepts notified the Village that she
is leaving Slocan and therefore will
not be able to look after the RV Park
in 2012 as per her contract with the
Village. Council referred the RV Park
Operating Agreement to the January
23 Committee of the Whole meeting.
The staff report on this states that
the Village ran an operating deficit
on the park of $8,123 in 2010 and
$15,100 in 2011. The 2011 deficit can
be attributed largely to the construction

of the campground washroom by
Village staff.
• CAO presented draft terms of
reference for a Tourism Committee, as
requested by council at its December
meeting. This was referred to the
January 23 Committee of the Whole
meeting.
The draft document states: “The
underlying objective of establishing
a Tourism Committee is to support
and help develop the Slocan Valley’s
position as a year-round destination
and increase the value of tourism to
the economy in a sustainable manner.”
Membership on the committee is
proposed to consist of representatives
from Slocan council, the Villages
of Silverton and New Denver, the
Slocan Kick-Ass Citizens group,
a representative from Area H, and
tourism operators and businesses.
• Councillor Lunn reported on the
need for community capacity building
and how the Village might better work
with community partners to better
utilize community facilities. Staff will
draft a long-term maintenance plan
for all Village-owned properties, and a
policy on the process for dealing with
grant applications.

Winter hours for 2012 will be 11:00 am - 4:30 pm
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday • January and February
Prima Materia will be closed from Feb 10th until mid
March while we go on our annual buying trip

All the best in 2012!

• Council approved a monthly tax
and prepayment plan, which allows
taxpayers to make monthly instalment
payments towards the following year’s
taxes and utilities if they wish. The Tax
and Utilities Prepayment Plan Bylaw
was given three readings.
• Council asked staff to prepare a
letter of intent for Water Smart Round
2 funding. The Village is eligible to
access up to $12,625 in CBT funds
for a project under this program, with
a one-third contribution from the
Village. The project the Village would
like to proceed with includes repairs
and upgrades identified in the leak
detection study and 10-year capital plan

completed in Round 1 of the program.
• Council adopted the ‘Village of
Slocan Carbon Neutral Action Plan’
and asked staff to draft a ‘Carbon
Fund’ policy.
In 2009, the Village signed the
Climate Action Charter, committing
the Village to be carbon-neutral in its
operations by 2012. The Village also
chose to participate in ‘Carbon Neutral
Kootenays’. Phase 2 of Carbon Neutral
Kootenays included the development
of a ‘Carbon Neutral Action Plan’
specifically tailored for each of the
participating communities. One of the
recommendations of Slocan’s Carbon
Neutral Plan is to establish a financial

reserve fund for projects that reduce
corporate carbon emissions. This
‘Carbon Fund’ would provide financial
incentive and stability to projects that
reduce the Village’s long-term energy
costs.
• Council will send a letter in
support of the retention of the Fish &
Wildlife Compensation Program office
in Nelson.
• Electronic council meetings are
permissible in Slocan now that council
has adopted the Council Procedure
Amendment Bylaw, No. 621, 2011. No
more than two councillors can attend
meetings electronically due to illness
or absence from the community.

by Timothy Schafer
A controversial development
proposed for a private property located
on Slocan Lake, within the boundaries
of Valhalla Provincial Park, has had
a setback in its bid for a setback
relaxation.
The property owners applied
for the setback relaxation in August
2011, asking for the 15-metre setback
requirement in the floodplain bylaw to
be relaxed to five metres to allow them
to build a residence closer to the water.
On January 19, the Regional
District of Central Kootenay board
of directors denied the owners an
exemption from the floodplain bylaw.
Although RDCK staff
recommended that the board consider
a 10-metre setback instead, the board
did not go for that, either. In order to
grant an exemption to the floodplain
bylaw, the board must be convinced
that there is hardship involved.
Area H Director Walter Popoff
explained that the original cabin on the
property is 20 metres up from the lake,
and the owner intends to dismantle
that cabin. “So in that view [of the
dismantle], we felt there will already
be a building site available for him
since the cabin was built there, and
there didn’t seem to be any significant
hardship in reconstructing on the same

building site,” he said.
The engineer Turner contracted to
do a feasibility study on the property
felt the five-metre relaxation would
still keep a new structure safe from any
excessive wave action.
“But for us to exempt a bylaw
just because it is safe to build closer
to the water is not really sufficient
information for us,” said Popoff.
The applicant had to demonstrate
significant hardship from complying
with the original 15-metre bylaw
setback, which he was not able to do,
Popoff explained.
Having no road access or power,
the property is characterized by a
rocky southwest shoreline with site
restrictions related to topography,
approximately three kilometres north
of the Village of Slocan. The property
slope is at a 30-degree gradient for
most of the land above Slocan Lake.
As a result, placing a structure on
the property would require manual
labour and the use of solar power, so
maximization of southern exposure is
important.
When the matter first came before
the RDCK’s Rural Affairs Committee
in October 2011, staff recommended
granting the owners’ request for a fivemetre setback, subject to approval of a
site remediation plan. RDCK Senior

Planner Meeri Durand wrote in a report
to the committee that if the owners had
to build elsewhere than close to the
water, it would result in further land
clearing and modification. She also
pointed out that the structure had to be
exposed to maximize alternative power
generation.
Durand said a professional report
dismissed impacts to Slocan Lake
as negligible as long as appropriate
mitigation measures were taken,
and these would be included in the
development permit.
But the request sparked some
opposition, from public and private
concerns. The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society, Senior Habitat Biologist Tola
Cooper with Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, and Habitat Officer Terry
Anderson with the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations
all advised against the floodplain
setback change.
The next hurdle for the property
owners is to get a development permit.
According to the area’s Official
Community Plan, any development
within 30 metres of the high water
mark needs to be assessed for impacts
to riparian values and fish habitat.
Because the relaxation was denied
on the floodplain bylaw, it is expected
the RDCK planning manager will not
recommend that the development be
closer than 15 metres from the high
water mark.

Floodplain bylaw sticks for Slocan Lake property in Valhalla Park

Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, Valley Voice co-owners

A huge thank you goes out to all of our supporters: our advertisers,
contributors, readers, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2012:
• Consider a voluntary subscription. A voluntary subscription is a
contribution towards our cost of delivering the Valley Voice to your
mailbox. Suggested voluntary subscription amount is $10-$30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice
• Keep the letters and articles coming
• Advertise with us
We are honoured to cover the news of the Arrow Lakes, Slocan and
North Kootenay Lake Valleys, and we are proud to bring you an
independently and locally owned regional community newspaper!

Laurie Page has been appointed to the
CBT board of directors. A veterinarian in
Nakusp since 1990, Page has dedicated
her volunteer time to community projects
ranging from affordable housing, to youth
empowerment, to enhancing the area’s
economic self-sufficiency.

