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MLA Conroy resigns as NDP caucus whip amid party disunity
by Art Joyce
MLA Katrine Conroy has
resigned her position as party whip
for the NDP caucus. Conroy stated
that she no longer felt she had the
“trust, confidence and support of
the leader and the caucus” to do her
job effectively. She will continue her
duties as elected MLA for Kootenay
West.
“I’m a committed New
Democrat, a lifelong member. I was
out canvassing with my dad when I
was 12 years old,” Conroy told the
Valley Voice. “The last thing I want
to do is leave caucus – I’d like to stay
and work from within.”
The whip is responsible
for ensuring caucus discipline,
facilitating caucus responsibilities
and ensuring caucus unity.
Conroy was unhappy with
party leader Carole James’ decision
to expel MLA Bob Simpson for
criticizing a speech made by
James in September. James ousted
Simpson without consulting Caucus
Chair Norm Macdonald, Conroy or
the caucus executive. Simpson’s
dismissal led Macdonald to resign
as chairman.
“Over the past five years we’ve
had difficult situations with other
discipline issues than what happened
with Bob. I was concerned that my
advice wasn’t being taken,” says
Conroy. “Other members have
said worse things and haven’t been
kicked out of caucus. The perception
for a lot of people is that a line has
been crossed that shouldn’t have
been.”
As party leader since 2003,
James has lost two elections to the
Liberals, although the NDP did far
better in last year’s election. James
has been under pressure to agree to
a leadership convention before the
one scheduled for December 2011.
According to MLA Harry Lali,
41 percent of NDP MLAs want

a leadership convention sooner.
A Mustel Group poll released
November 19 said James’ personal
approval has dropped nine percent
since September to 33 percent,
putting her just a point above
Campbell’s all-time low of 32
percent.
A showdown with several riding
associations was anticipated at the
NDP provincial council meeting
in Victoria on November 20. In a
strange twist, James supporters at the
meeting were asked to wear yellow
scarves. Some MLAs refused,
thus ‘outing’ them as dissenters to
the current party leadership. The
tense atmosphere resulted in the
council executive voting 84 percent
against moving up the leadership
convention, even though four
constituency associations voted in
favour of a review next September.
“There were a number of
delegates who didn’t vote at the
meeting; some of them were
intimidated and felt they were being
used for a media show,” explains
Conroy. “We’d all agreed that we
weren’t going to take this public but
that decision was taken away from
us by the actions at that meeting.”
And it would appear that the
party is continuing to fracture.
MLAs Jenny Kwan, Lana Popham
and Claire Trevena attended the
news conference in Victoria in
support of Conroy’s announcement.
None of them would state publicly
that they support James’ continued
leadership. CKNW Radio reported
that MLAs Guy Gentner, Doug
Routley and Robin Austin also
declined to state public support for
James.
Political commentator Bill
Tieleman said he thinks the NDP
leadership should be reviewed as
early as next March, to capitalize
on the disarray caused by Premier
Campbell’s resignation. The new

BC Liberal leader will be selected
by February 26. Already Liberal
leadership candidate Bill Abbott has
pre-empted the NDP on one issue
with his support for an increased
minimum wage.

“The question I keep getting
asked is could December 2011 be
too late? I think it could be,” says
Conroy. “If people feel strongly that
we need a leadership review sooner
then they need to let us know.”

Conroy can be contacted at
2-1006 Third Street, Castlegar, BC
V1N 3X6, 250-304-2783, fax 250304-2655, toll-free 1-888-755-0556
or via email at Katrine.conroy.mla@
leg.bc.ca.

ridge with views into Slocan Valley.
The first night they camped at the
banks of Dragonfly Lake. On day
two they hiked through the stunning
and breathtaking old-growth forests
of the proposed cutblocks and filmed
the markings already set up. Day
three they spent on top of Perry
Ridge and discovered the magic
headwaters of Avis Creek, Nixon
Creek and other creeks. With awe
they filmed the remote and untouched
water world there with its springs,
ponds, swamps and marshlands of
outstanding beauty and filled with
life. They also witnessed the fragility
and vulnerability of this whole
watershed area.

On day four they descended
traversing Perry Ridge’s steep
east side. They followed the flow
of the water on its path down
to the valley and saw bubbling
springs – sometimes disappearing
underground – and sparse brooks
accumulating to creeks.
The film intends to show the
beauty and vulnerability of Perry
Ridge’s old-growth forest and
watersheds, and to raise awareness
about the importance of saving this
land from being logged. Perry Ridge
is not only an outstanding biotope
of its kind but also the essential and
priceless water storage area for the
Slocan Valley and its residents.

Perry Ridge fundraiser to premiere local documentary
submitted
The Slocan Valley community
will be celebrating the beauty and
magic of Perry Ridge at the Family
Fest Fundraiser and Evening Concert,
Sunday, December 12 at the Vallican
Community Centre (Vallican Whole
at southern end of Perry Ridge, west
of Highway 6). Doors open at 1
pm and the program starts at 2 pm.
Admission by donation.
There will be kids’ activities,
storytelling, musical performances
and slide shows. A raffle draw will
be held for Dianne Carter’s beautiful
hand-woven rug. Music will happen
onstage from 5 pm to midnight.
The Sinixt are currently in
a costly legal process for their
constitutional right to be consulted
on development projects in their
traditional territory and have joined
with the Perry Ridge Water Users
Association in the shared goal of
protecting the area as a wilderness
preserve.
A new documentary film by
Elisabeth von Ah, Drop by Drop
– A Journey to Slhu7kin’ – Perry
Ridge will be premiered. Alarmed
by new logging proposals for Perry
Ridge this summer, Slocan Valley
residents Elisabeth von Ah and
Henry Hutter hiked the northern
end of Perry Ridge to do a film
and photo documentation. They
started at the gate of the logging
road already in place near Slocan
City and descended after four days
into the valley at the back road near
Perry’s bridge.
The first day they found their
way along the eastern side of the

Gary Wright chaired his last RDCK board meeting on November 25. He and Vice-Chair John
Kettle exchanged gifts at the meeting, playing up the ongoing joke about their political leanings.
Chair Wright was delighted with his Stetson ‘Commie’ hat, and presented Vice-Chair Kettle with
the largest Cuban cigar he could find. “I’ve never met a cigar he didn’t like, and the best one is a
Communist one,” said Wright. The new chair and vice-chair will be elected on December 9.
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New Regional District building bylaw to replace municipal bylaws
by Art Joyce
At a time when many are
complaining of the increased layers of
government bureaucracy, the RDCK
is moving to simplify matters by
introducing a single building code for
all municipalities within its district. Yet
when it comes to regulation, almost
no move is without controversy. The
Valley Voice interviewed the Regional
District’s chief building official, Max
Hoedeman, to explain the proposed
changes. Hoedeman has been meeting
with Village councils to obtain feedback
and answer questions.
Why are they amending the bylaw;
i.e. why a new building bylaw instead of
just getting the Villages to adopt the old
RDCK bylaw?

“Most of our villages have the
same bylaw we have already; some are
just catching up to amendments we’ve
made. There have been 10 amendments
made since 2004 on the RDCK building
bylaw, so it needs to be updated. Prior to
2008 our building inspection department
served only the electoral areas; then the
Villages opted to use the service on a
contract basis. What we’re focusing on
now is getting one building bylaw for all.
The six municipalities are pretty much
current with our building bylaw. Only
Nakusp may be behind, its site servicing
bylaw could be under a separate bylaw.”
What’s the process for passing this?
Do the Villages that sign on have to then
rescind their own building bylaws?
“All the Villages have to do is

rescind their current bylaw and adopt the
Regional District bylaw. Alternately, they
can have the Regional District enforce its
bylaws within the municipality. In the past
we’ve considered municipal concerns,
but mostly through amendments at the
board table. I don’t really feel that’s the
appropriate way to do it. This way, the
Villages get to provide feedback to the
board before it goes to a vote. I joined
in the process of moving it along in July
and met with the Village administrators
to get feedback. It was then the draft
bylaw was put together. The board will
vote on it December 9.”
What about liability issues? How
will this change when a single bylaw is
adopted by the municipalities?
“A building bylaw allows you to
administer the BC Building Code, which
is about health and safety issues. Under
the current system changes in the code
must be reflected in building bylaw
amendments. But this process becomes
very lengthy when the Regional District
and municipalities have differing bylaws.
It can take months to get them matched
up and meanwhile the bylaws can be at
odds with one another. We had a few
lawsuits in the wings and the subject
properties were in the villages. It became
apparent that it would be advantageous
to all to operate as a single service rather

than as a contract with Villages. The
Municipal Insurance Agency (MIA) set
us straight and said, who’s providing the
building inspection service? If it’s the
Regional District, then we’re the ones
that are liable.”
But how do you square a single
building bylaw with individual Villages
who each have unique building
requirements based on their OCP and
individual community character? For
example, New Denver’s bylaws allow
only for a maximum of two-storey
buildings. Will the new bylaw change
that?
“Different building heights are dealt
with under land use regulations, usually
the zoning bylaw. The Regional District
exercises no control whatsoever over
the zoning bylaws of the Villages. Some
Villages have created land use bylaws
as part of their building bylaws, which
concerns us, because it’s supposed to be
separate. Building inspectors are really
only concerned with health and safety
issues.”
Why the clause requiring
a professional engineer to sign off
on foundation designs for standard
buildings? Nakusp council has expressed
concern that this could cause huge
increases in construction expense as
well as long delays in getting engineers

to sign off on foundation plans.
“What they didn’t pick up on was
that clause 10.1.9 allows the inspector
to waive that requirement. When the
RDCK adopted the current bylaw in
2004 it was in response from the MIA,
who came up with the core bylaw. The
Regional District basically adopted it
with variations for the West Kootenay.
Very quickly the building inspection
department realized this clause didn’t fit
here. The amendment was added in 2004
to allow the engineering requirement to
be waived. We don’t want people to go
through that for no good reason.”
Nakusp council also expressed
concern that this places too much power
in the hands of the building inspector.
“In most cases the RDCK building
inspection department will simply
analyze the plans and as long it’s meeting
the code, that will be considered adequate.
Building plans are always submitted with
the building permit application. For some
buildings it’s a very cursory review, say
for a shed or a mobile home. But where
it’s a more complex building we have
to be more careful about safety and
engineering issues.”

Rehab work
underway at
Trout Lake
Mine

by Jan McMurray
Crews have commenced
rehabilitation work at the MAX
Molybdenum Mine in Trout Lake.
A press release issued by the
company, Roca Mines Inc., on
November 24 states: “Working from
upper levels to lower elevations,
mine crews will systematically
inspect, repair and upgrade the
ventilation bulkheads and manway
raise components as required. This
will not only ensure that the manway
is safe for egress, but will also
improve the overall ventilation
system in the mine.”
The mine has been shut down
since September 21 due to the
collapse of a sill pillar. The press
release states: “As previously
described, an airblast that occurred
in late September caused damage to
temporary ventilation bulkheads and
landings within the ventilation raise
and manway. No damage occurred
to permanent bulkheads or other
infrastructure.”
The mine was also shut down
from August 25 to September 3
because of stope wall sloughing in
the lower levels of the mine.
The shutdowns created a cash
crunch for the company. On October
4, they announced that they had
arranged for financing via a private
placement.
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Water Act Modernization opens floodgates to potential loss of public rights
by Art Joyce
Legislation to modernize outdated
regulations? Or yet another corporate
bill of rights? That seems to be the
question at the heart of the Water Act
Modernization bill being drafted by the
BC government. Nelle Maxey presented
the results of her research into the
proposed new regulations at a meeting
in New Denver Sunday afternoon,
November 28.
Although there has been one round
of ‘public consultation’ about WAM so
far, Maxey said the recent shuffle of
provincial government ministries has left
further opportunities uncertain. Yet in a
World Wildlife Fund poll, 87 percent of
British Columbians polled were unaware
the Water Act is up for revision. Maxey
and ecosystems-based forester Herb
Hammond have both made detailed
submissions to the government.
The latest red flag, said Maxey,
is that the former Water Stewardship
branch has now been moved from the
Ministry of Environment to the newly
created Natural Resources Operation
(NRO) branch, which she describes as a
“one-stop shop for resource extraction.”
It places water in the same context as
minerals and timber – a commodity.
“How can you possibly protect
water if you place it under the same
ministry that has authority over resource
extraction?” Maxey asked.
At a WAM workshop in Nelson
sponsored by the government in April

this year, Maxey said then-parliamentary
secretary for water allocations Jim Slater
was quoted as saying, “under the Water
Act, the BC government owns all the
water in BC.” She explained that this is
not true: we live under a constitutional
monarchy in which the government
holds all resources in trust for the Crown.
The Crown only allows the government
and political parties to manage its
resources in the public interest.
One of the key issues is the plan to
change the current system of domestic
water licenses. For most of the past
100 years, water licenses have been an
appurtenance to land title, granted in
perpetuity and transferable to subsequent
property owners on the same piece
of land. Under WAM the perpetuity
clause would be revoked in favour of
time-limited licenses. Historically water
licenses have been issued under the
FITFIR principle: first in time, first in
rights. This creates a kind of self-limiting
system that prevents overuse.
“Taking away FITFIR allows them
to open up water markets, because most
of the water is spoken for under FITFIR,”
says Maxey. “They say they need more
flexibility, and what they need flexibility
for is to sell water to those who can
afford it.”
British Columbians are being told
that the government will no longer issue
domestic water licenses in most parts
of the province. Instead it would shift
to a permitted use, not a legal license,

creating lack of rights to protect water
use. Permits can also be more easily
revoked. This is being done in the guise
of ‘sustainable management’ of water
resources. Yet as Maxey explained,
hydro use is 98 percent of all allocations
by volume, and all other uses are
two percent, with domestic surface
water licensees only one percent of
that amount. Meanwhile all resource
extraction activities are excluded from
the Water Act.
“In Alberta, where they have
revoked FITFIR, agricultural irrigation
districts are selling their water licenses to
malls,” says Maxey. “It’s really important
that we protect what agricultural land we
have here. In Australia, where they have
water markets, farmers are finding they
can’t afford water licenses.”
Although the bill was discussed at
the government-sponsored BC Water
Science Symposium held in August
this year, Maxey says the scientific
veneer is thin. There are 291,000
distinct watersheds in BC and only
450 hydrometric stations for collecting
data. These are either federally funded
or volunteer-run. The BC government
is proposing to base their water use
projections primarily on computer
modelling – essentially a glorified data
mill for producing statistics. There
has been no discussion of funding for
scientific staff or equipment to evaluate
stream flows.
“I come from a family of scientists.

submitted
At its 2010 Client Recognition
Awards November 3, Community
Futures Central Kootenay honoured
the spirit and innovation of
entrepreneurs in this region. Nine
winners in seven categories were
selected from 50 nominees all over
the region, from Nakusp to Creston.
Among the winners were businesses
from Meadow Creek and the Slocan
Valley.
Jason Remple and Kerry Luckey
of Stellar Heli Skiing, Meadow Creek
won in the Internationally Recognized
category, in which the owner and/
or business has been recognized for
international sales or media coverage.
Stellar’s client base consists of skiers
from all over the world, including:
Spain, Germany, Italy, Norway, Russia,
the United Kingdom, Scotland, the
US and of course all over Canada.
Remple and Luckey support local
fundraising initiatives like the Meadow
Creek school, and contribute to the
local economy by hiring and training
local staff. They have been featured in
several magazines, web articles and ski
movies, the biggest being a $2 million
dollar budget snowboard film called
That’s It, That’s All.
The Slocan Valley’s Susan Cooley
won in the Overcoming Barriers to
Business category for her business
Akasha Fine Art Glass, along with
Carla Stephenson of Underground Arts
Railroad, Salmo. The business owner
in this category must have overcome
significant personal, socio-economic,
cultural or health challenges to create
a sustainable business.
Cooley underwent a major career
change after the age of 50, starting a
business with no previous experience.

Having been trained in Cartography
and GIS work, Susan was forced to
switch gears when she was unable to
find employment in her field in the
small West Kootenay employment
market. To avoid having to move to a
larger community she harnessed her
creative talents and turned them into
a business by creating new and unique
stained glass products and successfully
marketed them from a relatively remote
location during an economic downturn
– no small challenge.
Nat Wansink of the Bent Fork

Restaurant, Nelson won in the Youth
in Business category. Jonathan Proctor,
Selkirk Eyecare Optometrists, Nelson
won in the Community Economic/
Employment Impact category. Kevin
and Heather Galloway of Across The
Board Creations, Creston won the
Innovation award. Mike Klassen of
Mike’s Handyman Services, Salmo
won for New Business of the Year.
Liz Cohoe of Lillie & Cohoe, Nelson
and Tim LeRoy of Doug’s Disposal,
Castlegar were both honoured in the
Continuing Success category.

Community Futures awards recognize local businesses

Bob Wright, chair of the board of directors of Community Futures, presents Susan Cooley
(left) and Carla Stephenson with business awards in the Overcoming Barriers category.

Bob Wright, chair of the board of directors of Community Futures, presents
Jason Remple and Kerry Luckey of Stellar Heli Skiing with a business award
in the Internationally Recognized category.

Statistics are not science. The problem
in BC right now is, we don’t know how
much water we have. We don’t have the
data because no one is out there in the
field collecting it.”
Maxey maintains that the problem
with water has been, not domestic
users, but the total lack of watershed
protection from logging. So far only one
major study has been released in BC that
studies the effects of timber harvesting
on groundwater hydrology. Under the
current Forests and Range Practices Act,
harvesters can cut right up to streams
with no buffer zones for retaining trees
– probably the lowest riparian protection
standard in North America. At the WAM
workshop delegates were told the state
of the forest, other resource extraction
activities or government corporate policy
were not on the table for discussion.
“Attempting to separate land from
water is ludicrous,” says Maxey. “An
Cedar Mulch
- suitable for landscaping
$40.00 per pick up load

Kiln Dried Shavings
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ecosystem by definition includes the
land, water, air, all life forms and the
economies based on that ecosystem. As
if you’ll have any economy at all when
there’s no environment left.”
For more information contact Maxey
at nellemaxey@columbiawireless.ca.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
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Dance Club
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Open letter to
Prime Minister
on climate change

Your decision to subvert the will
of our elected representatives with
regards to an issue that will affect all
of us and any descendants we may
have, particularly in an area subject
to positive feedback/tipping points as
clearly and unequivocally supported
by the over 50,000 members of
the world Geophysical Union of
scientists is clearly un-democratic,
hypocritical and INSANE. The
50,000 scientists do not all have
a vested material self-interest as
predicted by your fundamentalist
free-market religion – unlike the
paid industry-sponsored lobby
groups given equal weight by an
unprofessional media. The free
market cannot stop premafrost melt
releasing more methane, sea-level
rise nor global crop failures.
Please demonstrate real
leadership and re-start the process.
Andre Piver
Nelson

Money spent on
ceremony could
be better used

On Saturday, November 20,
while watching the news, there was
a report from the Vatican (Rome)
about the installation of some new
cardinals. Then I started wondering
what this event cost – flying all the
cardinals and their entourage to
Rome, accommodation, food and
wine. We are talking a few hundred
thousand dollars.
Also I wonder why the pope and
all the cardinals, bishops, etc. have to
be dressed in those elaborate robes.
When Jesus was on earth, he was
wearing the normal street clothing
of those days. Does the pope and all
the other church people think they
are better than Jesus? I think they

should be wearing normal suits like
you see some priest wearing when
they go somewhere. I cannot imagine
how much money could be saved by
just changing this dress code. There
could also be other cost savings,
for example, by not flying all these
dignitaries to Rome. With the money
saved, the lives of many thousands
of children could be saved in Darfur
and other African countries.
This letter is not to be construed
as an attack on the Catholic Church
or the pope, but just something to
think about just before Christmas.
Albert Boers
Hills

Where do I
live?

My question is: where on earth
do I live?
My inlaws were out for dinner
and their home was robbed while
they were out. When they got home
they called the police. The police
said they were not in danger, and told
them to come in and make a report
and call their insurance company.
If you have a car accident where
there are no injuries and the damage
is less than $1,000, the police say
they do not need to attend the scene –
just contact your insurance company.
You have a collection notice in
your hand that says you have until
November 30, 2010. The corporation
shows up to disconnect service for
non payment on November 16. They
have police with them “to keep the
peace.” You show the officer your
paperwork and the response is: “That
is just your interpretation,” and the
officer sides with the corporation.
I know – if it did not happen to
me, I would call me a liar too.
I guess corporations are more
equal than sovereign citizens of
Canada. Is this OK with you? If not,
call your RDCK rep, your MLA,
your MP and the premier.
As Helen Keller observed “...
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the worst sin of all – the apathy of
human beings.”
Doing nothing is a choice. Is it
yours?
I know signing my name will
make me a target, but I’m signing
anyway as I will not go quietly into
the night.
Deborah McAulay
Fauquier

Open letter
to Minister of
Public Safety
and President of
Treasury Board

Enclosed please find a letter from
Mayor Dieter Bogs of Trail, BC, in
which he expresses his concern about
the affordability of RCMP services
in his community.
As you may be aware, the Union
of BC Municipalities (UBCM)
addressed this issue at its last
meeting. Communities such as Trail
have faced significant annual cost
increases over the past few years. As
the Mayor outlines in his letter, this
could have a negative impact on the
ability of the City of Trail to deliver
other essential services. A reduction
in policing levels would obviously
have a detrimental impact on this
and other communities.
Municipal officials are
questioning why the federal
government is downloading RCMP
training costs on to the provinces and
municipalities which cannot afford
to pay for additional numbers. The
end result is often case overload and
additional stress on police officers
who are doing the very best they can
to keep our communities safe.
It is my understanding that
the process is underway between
the federal government and our
provincial government related to
the renewal of the RCMP contract
for police services in our province.
It is simply not acceptable, as
the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities has confirmed, that
an estimated $500 million worth
of federal policing responsibilities
are being downloaded to Canadian
municipalities.
It would be very appropriate,
and indeed essential, for the
federal government to accept its
responsibilities and obligations
to Canadians to ensure adequate
training and funding of the RCMP
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and increase funding levels to the
provinces so that our municipalities
can continue to provide the necessary
services at the local level.
Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

be published online and in a book.
Teachers and schools can receive
a free copy of my film, Drop by
Drop – A Journey to Slhu7kin’ –
Perry Ridge. More information at
youryoungvoice@gmail.com.
Elisabeth von Ah
Lemon Creek

awarded Canadian citizenship. The
judge said: “Keep your heritage and
cultural background. Canada is built
by people like you. Help to make
Canada a better country.”
Now watching the Sinixt case in
the Slocan Valley, I ask: What about
the cultural and territorial heritage of
the aboriginal people who lived here
long before white men and women
set foot on this land? To honour their
rights will make Canada a better
country.
I had to pass a citizenship
test based on the book, Discover
Canada. In 2002 it read: “Sustainable
development means economic
growth but not at the expense of the
environment. Healthy environment
is quality of life. Our children shall
live in a country that is green and
prosperous.” In the 2010 issue of
Discover Canada, this statement has
been taken out.
Today, the Sinixt Nation and
Slocan Valley residents are united
in protecting the precious and
vulnerable old-growth forests and
watersheds of Perry Ridge. The
recognition of the aboriginal rights
of the Sinixt will be decided in court
as well as the future of Perry Ridge.
Court cases require a lot of money.
Right now several fundraising events
are set up.
Mark your calendar for a
family fundraising event on Sunday
December 12 at Vallican Community
Centre, formerly Vallican Whole,
from 1 pm to midnight.
I also want to invite young people
from age 3 up to age 24 to join a
Drawing and Writing Contest with the
theme, “The Forest, The Water, The
Animals and US.” Young voices need
to be heard. Deadline is December
21, 2010. Drop-off locations are at
the youth centre in Slocan, Sleep
is for Sissies in Winlaw, and Otter
Books in Nelson. Submissions will

A feeling of gratitude is what I
have been left with since the gathering
about tourism and development last
week. I’m grateful that fellow and
regional Nakuspians cared enough
to join in the informative evening
regarding Nakusp’s future. It is my
opinion that the people here, from
generations ago, are gems for having
stewarded our area into what it is
today. The surrounding landscape,
Mother-Nature-made as well as manaltered, is also a gem. I see that and
more and more as I explore.
Such a gem it is that a Nelson
interest group is looking to come
here to increase their coffers. And
ours. Such a gem is our winter
landscape that a Revelstoke group
wants to use our big backyard for
their snowmobiling. Folks who don’t
reside here want to come and help us
run our tourism economy and bring
us funds. We must have something
of value here.
Thanks for bringing this clarity
to me as it’s made me realize that
the onus is on me to help pave the
way for this economic movement.
Oh, one thing though before I get
my wallet out. What’s the price tag
on this baby? Up front just like at the
gas pump – what’s this going to cost
me ... or the Village taxpayers? Yes, I
know all this is going to bring untold
fortunes as alleged at the gathering,
but what are we going to be asked to
cough up via our local taxes, extra
work days and/or jobs?
Those making offers here have
an obligation to come out with their
price tag before I or anyone puts
money or support behind any of
this. Gone are the days of following
blindly.
A Village vision statement
of course is a prerequisite. All
corporations have one. More and
more municipalities have already
continued on page 5

Honouring the
rights of the Sinixt Thoughts on
will make Canada Nakusp’s Tourism
a better country
Economic
In 2002 I was among the 49
people of 29 countries who were Summit meeting
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continued from page 4
come up with one. And not an
economic vision, but an umbrella
vision that speaks not for, but from
the villagers – what the villagers state
is dear to them.
Perhaps connectedness, friends
and family values, economic and
environmental stewardship, village
identity, local autonomy.
Marc Heroux
Nakusp

Open letter
to Michael
Ignatieff re:
Afghanistan

What I don’t understand is that
before all the kerfuffle of the US
intervention, Afghanistan was doing
just fine – the women were educated
and participating in society. It was
the destabilization of the oil-addicted
countries that assassinated and threw
the entire country and the entire
region into bloody chaos.
Now if Canada is portraying
itself as the ‘rebuilder’ of the country
while indeed supplying protection to
corporate interests in carrying out
lucrative contracts, overseeing the
pipeline construction and securing
the copper deposits for foreign
corporate wealth – well, it’s just a
continuation of the ‘big lie,’ isn’t it?
We, as an honourable people,
shouldn’t have aligned ourselves
with the corporate US and invested
in the highly profitable war economy.
As Canadians carrying out these
actions, we are condemning the
entire planet to an increase in global
warming that threatens extinction for
us all. Two degrees is entirely too
much. A one degree rise in warming
is catastrophic.
What are you going to do
about all the climatic refugees,
disintegrating infrastructure due to
super-saturation and desertification,
and global starvation? Who, if
anyone, can really foretell, once the
global icecaps have melted away,
what the earth’s shifting mantles are
going to do, now that the weight of
the glaciers is melting off of them?
So far, it has meant increased
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,
and changed weather patterns. All
this is already happening and we
haven’t topped a one degree rise in
warming yet.
Your last letter to me ensured
that the Liberal Party would make
sure we didn’t top a two degree rise.
Well! Two degrees, is TOO much!
The best action you can do to
serve all of us, whom you represent,
is to stop investing in this insane
pathological economy of war now!
Fossil fuel used by the military
to secure additional fossil fuel is the
#1 greatest threat to all of mankind.
Fossil fuel addiction must cease.
If you love your children,
you will show leadership into the
future, instead of condemning us to
EXTINCTION.

Please listen to me, and respond,
telling me how you can justify your
deadly actions.
Susan Eyre
Yahk

Not really a
correction

Although it was long ago that I
put in a six-month stint as a reporter
for the Vancouver Sun, I can still
smart over the smallest piece of my
own published inaccuracy. Thus, I
was pleased to find John Perkins’
letter in the November 17 issue. In
my note that he was responding to,
I had said that my wife and I sang
at a fundraiser for victims of the
Springhill mine disaster. Not so. Our
mishap occurred in the coal fields
of the Rockies, some years after the
event that inspired Ewan McColl’s
ballad. Mr. Perkins has given me
the opportunity to correct myself,
and in a more interesting content,
for the reader’s sake I hope, than a
mere footnote.
But I do not intend to correct
myself over Perkins’ comments on
the Chilean bishop, inasmuch as it
is quite evident to anyone who has
put in his time studying philosophy,
especially logic and epistemology,
that the Most Reverend Copiapo
was made guilty by association with
the other two claimants to a special
input. Copiapo had an office to fulfill,
the others, not. I admire Mr. Perkins’
multiple reading of the Bible, as it
gives him a certain spiritual energy,
even a species of literacy, generally
far too lacking among Kootenayan
pundits of the agnostic or atheist
persuasion, but I can only regret,
as he admits to having once been
interested in the faith which claimed
my young manhood, that he did not
take his undoubted reading ability
to Aristotle and his most Catholic
successor, Thomas Aquinas. These
gentlemen are they, who above all
others, make a complete hash of the
anti-metaphysical traditions from
which agnostics and atheists seem to
gather their intellectual nourishment.
And what of the statement to
the effect that Judas did not live to
see “the dawn of Christianity proper
many decades later”? If Mr. Perkins’
reading of the Bible extends to Acts,
in the New Testament, he must see
that there was no such delay. And
certainly no one who has with any
degree of care read the numerous
confrontations between Christ and
the Sanhedrin can believe that the
Lord was interested in training
“apprentice rabbis.”
Ken Lamb
Nelson

Flu vaccine
– learn more
before you
make a choice

The flu vaccine and any kind of
vaccine brings an artificial illness
and makes the immune system

weaker. It has been proven that
people who take the vaccine get
flu symptoms more frequently than
those who don’t.
What we actually need to fight
the flu is: organic food, loving and
harmonious relationships, positive
emotions, clean air, walks in nature,
homes that are warm and hygienic.
If you get any kind of flu symptoms,
support your immune system – take
a rest, use natural healing methods,
and most important, don’t let fear
control your life.
Certainly, everyone is free to
decide what to do.
I remember the SARS hysterical
propaganda a few years ago. People
wore masks, etc. Spring came and
suddenly in a few days all the cases
were cured just like magic. And the
reason – tourism was going to be
affected, so the famous band Pink
Floyd was invited to have a big
concert in Toronto...
And now the new bill C36 –
that’s enough. Who really cares about
our health? Not the pharmaceutical
companies experimenting and
making money.
Since 1993, I haven’t bought
even an aspirin. I used to get flu
twice a year before, and would take
antibiotics and experience their side
effects as well. I have been using
natural healing methods since 1993
and have not gotten any kind of flu
vaccine. Using natural treatments
and all the things mentioned above
make our immune system strong
enough to fight viruses, bacteria, etc.
For those who are skeptical,
here is some history, published
in The New England Journal of
Homeopathy (Spring/Summer 1998,
Vol. 7 No. 1) in a piece called
‘Influenza-1918: Homeopathy to the
Rescue’ by Julian Winston.
It was called “the Great White
Plague.” It is hard to imagine the
devastation caused by the Flu
Epidemic of 1918-19. People
who lived through it reported that
someone who was up and well in the
morning could be dead by evening.
Dr. H. A. Roberts was a physician
on a troop ship at the time. Another
boat pulled alongside to get any
spare coffins – its mortality rate was
so high. On his return to port, the
commander said to Roberts, “Used
all your coffins?” To which Roberts,
who had been treating his ship with
homeopathy, replied, “Yes, and lost
not one man!”
Seniya Stoilova,
Homeopath-LCCH
Kaslo

Sinixt right to
be consulted not
dependent on
“extinct” status

There is much confusion about
the so-called “extinction” of the
Sinixt, which was declared by the
Crown in 1956. The extinction
declaration corresponds to the
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Canadian government’s view that
there ceased to be any living Sinixt
individuals on the Indian Register
maintained by the Crown under the
Indian Act.
In general, the Crown recognized
as registered Indians only those
individuals who maintained
residency on the Oatscott reserve,
which was established for the Sinixt
in 1903 – a piece of land near Burton
with no road access, consisting of
precipitous bluffs. Staying on that
reserve was incompatible with the
Sinixt modality of survival via
seasonal migration in rotational use
of the resources scattered throughout
their territory. Taking up agriculture
and staying sedentary on the Oatscott
reserve was tantamount to a cultural
death sentence for the Sinixt because
it entailed an abandonment of
traditional modes of subsistence. So
very few Sinixt (a maximum of 26)
stayed on the Oatscott reserve and
those who chose to live elsewhere
(and all their descendents thereafter)
got excluded from being recognized
as registered Indians under the
Indian Act, with the exception of
the family of Alex Christian, who
unsuccessfully lobbied the Crown for
the establishment of a second, more
viable reserve at the Sinixt’s ancestral
village site near Brilliant.
Fortunately, the Sinixt right to
be consulted by the Crown is not
dependant on being recognized as
a registered Indian under the Indian
Act. Rather, the Sinixt say that their
right to be consulted by the Crown is
vested in their status as “aboriginal
people of Canada” whose rights are
protected under the Constitution
Act of 1982 – the highest law in the
land. The Constitution trumps the
Indian Act.
The Sinixt say that it is clear
that they are an “aboriginal people
of Canada.” Eighty percent of their
traditional territory lies north of the
49th parallel. Their graveyards have
been discovered in Vallican, their pit
houses in Lemon Creek and their
huckleberry fields on Perry Ridge.
Their folklore tells of Frog Peak
and the formation of Christina Lake.
They are named after the bull trout
of this region.
With the establishment of the
border in 1846, the Sinixt’s territory
was severed and with the failure of
the Canadian government thereafter
to enfranchise them with the right to
cross the border; and with the Crown’s
failure to provide them with adequate
reserve land, their ability to maintain
cohesive communities in Canada
became severely compromised.
At the time the Sinixt were
declared extinct in 1956, there were
approximately 300 Sinixt accounted
for who were not registered on the
Indian Act register maintained by
the Canadian government. All those
people got disenfranchised from
their Indian Act rights in Canada,
including their right to enter and
remain in Canada.
The damming of the Columbia

River, the major arterial superhighway
on which the Sinixt depended for
their social, cultural, economic and
spiritual activities throughout their
territory, further impeded their ability
to subsist and maintain communities
in their northern territory.
While the Crown, through its
corporation, BC Hydro, has been
actively consulting the Sinixt, the
Ministry of Forests and Range has
declined to consult the Sinixt on
the basis that “it is not clear that the
Sinixt are aboriginals of Canada.”
We say it is clear that the Sinixt
are an aboriginal people of Canada
– but to the extent that there is some
ambiguity in that regard – it does not
relieve the Crown from their duty to
consult the Sinixt.
The Sinixt contend that the
Province has incorrectly imposed
a standard of “clear” proof as a
threshold to engaging in consultation.
In saying that the Province is acting
erroneously and dishonourably
in that regard, the Sinixt rely on
the Supreme Court of Canada’s
statement in Haida Nation v. British
Columbia (Minister of Forests), at
paragraph 33:
To limit reconciliation to the
post-proof sphere risks treating
reconciliation as a distant legalistic
goal, devoid of the “meaningful
content” mandated by the “solemn
commitment” made by the Crown in
recognizing and affirming Aboriginal
rights and title… It also risks
unfortunate consequences. When
the distant goal of proof is finally
reached, the Aboriginal peoples
may find their land and resources
changed and denuded. This is not
reconciliation. Nor is it honourable.
The Crown’s duty to consult
is grounded in “the honour of the
Crown” and arises where the Crown
is aware of a credible aboriginal
rights or title claim and the Crown
contemplates conduct that stands
to impact on the claimed aboriginal
rights.
The Sinixt claim hydrological,
wildlife, plant, archeological and
cultural interests on Perry Ridge in
relation to which the Sinixt exercise
aboriginal rights.
The Crown’s duty to consult with
respect to unproven aboriginal rights
claims arises in the context of the
reconciliation process that has been
identified by the courts – the process
of reconciling Canadian sovereignty
with the fact that Canada’s Aboriginal
peoples were here when Europeans
came, and were never conquered.
Reconciliation is a process in which
every Canadian shares an interest.
This process is not easy. But it is what
is defining Canada as a just society.
Our country is not perfect, but we
are in the process of reckoning and
reconciling the historical injustices
upon which the Canadian flag
was planted. Our generation can
feel proud that we are part of that
process…proud to be Canadian.
David Aaron
Nelson
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Silverton council, November 16: Building bylaw discussed
by Jan McMurray
• Council approved the use of
the Silverton Gallery grounds for
Christmas by the Lake, which will be
held December 3-5.
• Max Hoedeman, chief building
official at the RDCK, attended to speak
to council about using the same building
bylaw in all municipalities and electoral

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

areas that participate in the RDCK
building inspection service, including
Silverton.
Hoedeman explained that Silverton,
New Denver, Kaslo, Nakusp, Slocan and
Salmo joined the building inspection
service in 2008. Before that, these
Villages used the RDCK building
inspection service on a contract basis.
The RDCK has made draft
amendments to its building bylaw to
accommodate the Villages. The amended
bylaw will be on the agenda of the
December 9 RDCK board meeting for
adoption.
Hoedeman said Silverton’s bylaw

LOCAL CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING SPECIALS
ALL TOYS & GAMES…………25% OFF
ALL FISHING TACKLE……..25% OFF
ALL CLOTHING – TEE SHIRTS, HATS,
CAPS, BLANKETS, TOWELS, GLOVES
SOCKS ……………..25% OFF
ALL HAND TOOLS………….25 % OFF
EXCLUDING IRLY FLYER AND SALE ITEMS

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS
ON CARPET,VINYL FLOORING,
CERAMIC TILE HARDWOOD ,
CORK, & LAMINATE FLOORS

was very similar to the RDCK’s and
“things would remain pretty much the
same.” Councillor Barber objected to
the change in the wording regarding the
penalty for building without a permit
in the new draft bylaw. The current
bylaw says the penalty is at least $100;
the new draft bylaw says the penalty is
up to $10,000 and six months in jail.
Hoedeman explained that the RDCK
felt it was better to reveal the maximum
rather than the minimum penalty. He also
pointed out that council has the right to
accept or decline the building inspector’s
recommendations. Councillor Barber
asked him to consider leaving the
wording as is.
Councillor Main said she had
concerns about the expiry of building
permits after three years in the new draft
bylaw. She said it was not uncommon
for a building project to go on for more
than three years, and she is not in favour
of people having to pay more after three
years to renew their permit. Hoedeman
said they added an Occupancy Permit
and a Conditional Occupancy Permit to
the bylaw in 2007, so people can move
into their unfinished homes as long as
they are safe. Main also asked about
alternative building methods. Hoedeman
said this was covered in the building
code, and said the RDCK was “probably
one of the leading areas in the province
for straw bale.”
Councillor Bell told council to send
her any concerns, as she will be voting
on the bylaw at the December 9 RDCK

meeting.
• Mayor Everett reported that Public
Works had done some repairs in the
Silverton Gallery and were working on
getting an assessment of the building
done. Public Works had spent the day
upgrading the main water line towards
the strata, which would improve water
pressure there.
He said he and some councillors had
met with the RCMP and “tore a strip”
off them. “The big issue is the lack of
local presence since they expanded to
Slocan Park.” He said he felt the meeting
was productive. Councillor Main added
that they committed to issuing regular
press releases, and said they would
do something about speeding traffic
through town.
• Council had a 2011 planning
meeting. Notes from the meeting
are available on the website under
‘Documents.’ Some highlights are:
complete the water system upgrade, work
with the Slocan Lake Arena society to get
the rink operational, place a bench and
plaque at the playground in recognition
of the Norris family, designate handicap
parking at the entrance to the Memorial
Hall, complete the sani-dump, rebuild the dock at the boat launch, add
handicap access to Village office, look
for funding for a public washroom at
the Village office, establish reserves for
equipment, buildings and water, develop
a burning bylaw and a mail-in ballot
bylaw, establish a committee to review
the council remuneration bylaw.

Legendary
Meats

1st Christmas Tree Sale
Nov 27 till Dec 21
All trees $40.00 each
U-CUT

		Legendary Hams & Bacons
		
Available for Christmas
		
Pre-Order Yours Today
Legendary Free Range
Turkeys 2.99/lb 6.59/kg
Book Yours Today!

250-226-7803
2826 Hwy #6 • Slocan Park

• Councillor Johnson reported that
the signs and paint had arrived to put in
angle parking in front of the Silverton
store. The project will be done in the
spring.
• Acting CAO Elaine Rogers
reported that the Village would receive
the $5,000 grant for trees. Rogers had
been busy painting and cleaning the
Village office.
• Council was amenable to the
request from the Chamber of Commerce
to install two small signs for the Visitor
Information Centre in New Denver at
the campgound and the boat launch, but
would like to see scale drawings before
giving approval. The Village will provide
the Chamber with the usual annual
grant, amounting to 50% of the business
licence fees.
• Council discussed 2011 garbage
and water rates. They decided to propose
a $10 increase in garbage rates across
the board, for both residences and
businesses. Residential rates would be
$110 per year. Garbage rates have not
been raised in five years. Council will
propose a 5% increase in water rates,
rising from $390 per year to $410 per
year for residences. The mayor said,
“We’re trying to get into a position where
we’re building up reserves a bit so we
have money when emergencies happen.
If we don’t raise the rates, we will
probably be in a deficit next year.” These
rates will be considered at a special
council meeting, open to the public, on
December 7 at 7 pm at the fire hall.
• Council had a lengthy discussion
about a rowdy party that took place at
the Memorial Hall on October 30, and
decided that the Village should keep the
$100 deposit paid by the people who
rented the hall.
The mayor reported that the group
rented the hall for a half day, but they
arrived early and stayed until 6 am the
following day. There was loud music,
fights resulting in injuries, a smashed
truck window, and numerous complaints
from neighbours. They left the floor very
dirty, and scuffed the doors. The RCMP
refused to attend. Everett said the man
from Nelson who rented the hall reported
that the party was crashed by local youth
and this is when the fights occurred. “I
think there is no excuse for the crashers,
but it was their [renters’] responsibility
to deal with it,” said Everett.
Everett said the $100 deposit is a
rental deposit, not a damage deposit, but
this group abused their rental agreement.
He also said that the hall manager
was looking at revisions to the rental
agreement, and council might want to
review its noise bylaw.
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New Denver launches Official Community Plan review
by Jan McMurray
New Denver council is reviewing
its Official Community Plan (OCP), and
hosted a public meeting on November
18 to discuss proposed changes to the
document. A public hearing is expected
in January. Mayor Gary Wright explained
that this OCP review was triggered by the
Province, which has mandated all local
governments to include vision and policy
statements about climate change in their
OCPs. Village staff has drafted a climate
change section for the OCP, as well as
some additions based on the public input
received since the last OCP review. The
15 people who came out to the meeting
looked at all the suggested changes and
added a few more to the list.
The two biggest topics of discussion
were trees and housing.
People at the meeting agreed
that the community should develop a
vegetation management plan, which
could address several issues, including
“undesirable” trees, height of trees,
invasive weeds, wildfire interface and
viewscapes. Mayor Wright said that
the community had tried to come up
with a tree management plan in the past
but did not succeed. Discussion at this
OCP meeting indicated that there is
still considerable disagreement among
community members on this topic. Some
people would like to see all “undesirable
species” such as cottonwoods and
poplars removed, while others do
not support labeling an entire species
“undesirable” and would prefer to deal
with trees individually. Some people
like trees in their “viewscapes” and
some people don’t. Administrator Carol
Gordon explained that the Village has a
danger tree policy. Every year, arborist
Shawn West does an assessment. The
Village has trees taken down according
to this assessment, addressing public

safety first. She said the program was
quite expensive – this year the Village
spent $27,000 removing trees and
chipping them up.
On housing, people agreed that
carriage houses should be allowed
in residential zones, as they present
another affordable housing option.
New Denver’s OCP currently allows
secondary suites inside homes, but does
not allow for carriage houses, which are
detached from the main residence. It was
recognized that carriage houses would
be limited by regulations around septic
systems, lot coverage and rental policy.
Mayor Wright brought forward the
issue of social housing. In discussions
this spring about the proposed seniors/
disabled housing project that fell through
because of location, the community
expressed a desire to look for other
sites for social housing. Administrator
Gordon said that other sites could be
looked at now, or in 2012 when there will
be a comprehensive review of the OCP
and zoning bylaws. Currently, there are
three locations in New Denver that are
zoned multi-family residential, and thus
could be developed for social housing.
The three locations are Brouse Lodge,
the lots across from Lucerne School
and some properties near the hospital. In
the spring, the S-curve property owned
by the Ministry of Transportation was
considered for the housing project, but
the ministry was not willing to lease the
property. Because there are very few
properties zoned multi-family, there is a
greater likelihood that developers would
have to approach the Village for a zoning
amendment. This puts the community
in a better position to be informed about
proposed development.
Mayor Wright asked if the old arena
site should be designated for social
housing. The Village-owned lots in this

submitted
Mylene Lefebvre is a happy mom
with a story to tell other moms whose
babies are having a difficult time teething.
“My little one now has 16 teeth and
I never had to give her any medication
for teething. Plus I’ve been off cortisone
for my eczema since I started using the
Pure Hazelwood products,” said Mylene.
Her story starts back in the very early
days when aboriginal people put chips
of hazelwood on their babies’ necks to
soothe teething pains. The practice seems
to have been nearly lost until a Quebec
couple with a teething baby was given
a necklace made with beads from the
hazelwood tree. Genevieve Lagace and
Patrick Lafond were delighted when they
found that the age-old practice seemed
to work wonders.
They began to make a few necklaces,
mostly for family and friends. Word of
mouth travelled fast, and soon a drug
store owner asked them to supply his
store with necklaces. The customer
base grew from there, and in 2002,
they decided to go into manufacturing
the necklaces, bracelets and anklets
full-time.
They have since purchased a farm,
where they are naturally growing their
own hazelwood trees and hand-making
the beads on site with over 40 employees.
They now sell to 1,000 outlets across
Canada, the United States and Europe.
Hazelwood has the medicinal

property of neutralizing the body’s
acidity, which relieves or prevents
ailments such as ulcers, acid reflux,
heartburn, teething, skin problems
(psoriasis, eczema, acne), arthritis and
arthrosis, constipation, migraines, dental
cavities.
These 100% Canadian products
for infants, children and adults are
now available at Cornucopia in Kaslo,
Peoples Drug Mart in Salmo, and a few
stores in Nelson and Rossland. Visit
www.purehazelwood.com for more
information.

One mom’s story – hazelwood and teething

area of town (recycling depot area) are
problematic to build on because they are
in the vicinity of the Village’s well #1,
as well as the dyke on Carpenter Creek.
Septic systems must be located a good
distance away from wells and water
courses – Interior Health has indicated
that a septic system should be at least
100 metres away from a well. Properties
near well #2 at Greer Park have the
same issue. People at the meeting asked
council to really look at this to see what
can be done to make the properties near
the two Village wells developable.
Administrator Gordon reported
that the Village is having a study done
that will hopefully find a location for a
third well, away from the community’s
septic fields. If a third well can be drilled
in a suitable location, the Village would
probably decommission well #2.
Some of the OCP amendments
council is proposing stem from the
Resilience Action Plan (Sustainability
Plan): the protection of the water quality
of Slocan Lake and Carpenter Creek,
minimizing interface fire hazard, and
reducing the presence of invasive plants.
The proposed wording for the
climate change vision statement is: “The
Village of New Denver is a signatory
to the BC Climate Action Charter and
has had a Corporate Energy Inventory
completed by the Regional District of

Hazelwood soothes
or prevents:

• Heart-burns • Acid reflux • Teething
• Skin problems (eczema, psoriasis, acne)
• Arthritis, arthrosis • Constipation
• Headaches, migraines • Tooth cavities or
any other ailment related to acidity
• NECKLACE • BRACELET
• CREAM AND OINTMENT

Available in: Kaslo, Salmo, Nelson,
Rossland, Trail, Creston
www.purehazelwood.com

JACOB BUTT
Certified Electrician
Licensed and Insured
Hazelwood necklaces are said to
relieve teething pains.

Serving
New Denver,
Nakusp &
the Slocan Valley

FREE ESTIMATES
office: (250) 358-2479
mobile: (250) 505-6182
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Central Kootenay in 2008. The village
will strive to reach our community
energy target for both corporate carbon
neutrality and community emissions
reductions of 20% by 2012.”
People at the meeting wondered
how these carbon emissions reductions
could be measured. “With a lot of luck,”
said Wright. The Province is keeping
track through reporting done by the
municipalities. Administrator Gordon
explained that the Province would soon
be charging all local governments for
their carbon emissions. The Village
of New Denver’s corporate emissions
have been estimated at 32 tonnes, which

would cost about $800, she said.
Policy statements on climate change
proposed for the OCP include improving
the trail network, working with other
levels of government to expand transit
services, considering the use of biodiesel
in village equipment, encouraging the use
of alternate fuel vehicles, encouraging
the use of local materials and natural
building techniques, encouraging
composting and recycling.

CHRISTMAS GNOME
WORKSHOP

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES

At Lucerne School, Nursery School/
StrongStart room
December 11
11 am – 3 pm
$10 – covers materials
Must pre-register. Adults only
More info: 250-353-1214 or 250358-7768

WANTED
TO BUY:

John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296
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Nakusp council, November 23: On track for new wharf, archives addition
by Art Joyce
• Rosemarie and Milt Parent of
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society
appeared as a delegation with an
architectural drawing of the archives
addition. Rosemarie said the money
they received from Halcyon Foundation
was “a complete surprise. We thought if
we didn’t start now it would be another
year before we could get started.” She
explained that the archives has about
71 percent of the money it needs for
the project. “The provincial government

Local Economic
Development Meeting
focuses on Land
Development and
Construction

isn’t giving us anything anymore and
that’s really hurt us. But we’ve printed
four books and reprinted four more with
their help, so we really can’t complain.”
Rosemarie said there will be an elevator,
and it can be used for the library as well.
She said they may be able to get $25,000
in funding from New Horizons for
Seniors. A third of the lower floor will be
storage for the Village office. Councillor
Mueller said an RFP has been put out
and expects to have proposals in from
contractors by December 15.
• The long-awaited new wharf for
Nakusp will get underway early next
year. BC Hydro’s implementation
plan calls for bids to go out in March,
contracts to be awarded in April,

Thursday December 2, 7 pm
Nakusp Seniors Hall
Guest speaker John Guenther, Director
of Planning for the City of Revelstoke
and Ron Oszust, Electoral Area Director
Rural Golden, will be joining our panel
of local land development proponents
to discuss opportunities and challenges.
Everyone is welcome to these meetings!
Please join us to learn more about Land
Development and Construction. Bring
your questions and your ideas!
Nakusp and Arrow Lakes Economic
Summit meetings are organized by
Nakusp and District Chamber of
Commerce, and funded by Nakusp
and Area Development Board and
Columbia Basin Trust.

and – provided low water levels are
maintained – construction completed by
June. “We’ve agreed that there won’t be
access for boaters during construction
due to safety issues,” Mayor Hamling
said. “For a brand new wharf a little
bit of inconvenience is worth it.”
Councillor Hughes asked that signage
be posted to re-direct boaters to other
moorage during construction. CAO
Lafleur will notify the marina. A motion
was passed to have the CAO sign the
work order.
• An item regarding the water rates
bylaw was brought forward from the
Committee of the Whole. Council
wants to investigate charging more
for water outside the Village limits
because those areas don’t pay for
development costs. The public works
manager recommended not changing
the rates but adding a connection fee
charge, as was done within the Village
prior to creating DCCs (development
cost charges). The CAO has confirmed
with Victoria that Nakusp can apply its
bylaws outside the Village as long as it’s
specified in the bylaw. Council resolved
to ask their solicitors to redraft the bylaw
for review at council’s first meeting in
February.
• A letter from Fire Chief Terry
Warren regarding use of the Villageowned vehicle was discussed; he was
concerned that the public would think
he’s asking to have it for personal use.
Mayor Hamling met with him and
apologized that he got that impression.
Warren explained in his letter that he
doesn’t use the command vehicle for his
other job as Emergency Coordinator for
the RDCK, for which he is compensated

School District
No. 10
(Arrow lakes)
For Sale By Sealed Bid
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) is accepting sealed bids for the
following vehicles:
1991 Blue Bird School Bus
84 Passenger
8.3 Litre Cummins Diesel Engine
Automatic Transmission
Fair Condition
Reserve Bid: $2,000
1997 Blue Bird School Bus
84 Passenger
8.3 Litre Cummins Diesel Engine
Automatic Transmission
Fair Condition
Reserve Bid: $2,000
Dates to View:
Times:		
Contact:		
		
Phone:		
Fax:		

Monday to Friday
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Mr. Andy Cruden, School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes)
98 6th Avenue NW, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3638, ext. 24 email: acruden@sd10.bc.ca
250-265-3701

ALL VEHICLES TO BE SOLD AS IS/WHERE IS
HIGHEST OR ANY BID NOT NECESSARILY ACCEPTED
BID CLOSING: 12 Noon, Friday, Dec 3, 2010

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

for the use of his personal vehicle. “I
think we have to understand what the
use of that vehicle is and what works
best,” Councillor Leitch said. “I still
think we need a Village vehicle bylaw.”
• Councillor Leitch presented his
revised draft of policy GA5, facility
rentals. He said he has tried to retain
the 70 percent discount for youth groups
and 50 percent for non-profits. “The
most important part of this policy is
to leave an out for organizations who
qualify for the full fee waiver,” he
said, including Village activities and
elections.
• Council discussed the CBT’s
proposal to bring a fibre optic connection
into Nakusp; they are asking council if it
could be installed in the new emergency
services building. Mayor Hamling said
the Village could benefit by the use of
a secure internet connection but had no
idea yet of the costs, if any. The Village
will meet with CBT to discuss.
• Mayor Hamling reported that

BC Hydro will need notification for
spikes in power costs, such as use of
Village Christmas lights. “I’m trying
hard not to say Grinch,” said the mayor.
Council voted to have the lights up from
December 1 to January 31, 2011.
• The mayor reported that there has
been no response from the Chamber
of Commerce regarding the Village’s
request for financial statements; their
contract with the Village expires
December 31. Councillor Mueller
asked that the CAO contact them so
council can review the information
before vacation break.
• Bylaw 629-1, 2010, the hot springs
commission bylaw, was given two
readings. Bylaw 612-2, an amendment
to the OCP to include sustainability and
greenhouse gas policy, was given two
readings. Input from the public will
be sought at the December 14 council
meeting. Amendments can then be
made and third and final readings given
in January.

by Art Joyce
There’s nothing like walking the
talk. And when it comes to supporting
local food production, that’s exactly what
Halcyon resort chef Tyler Leeson aims to
do. Leeson has created a new menu for
the resort’s Kingfisher restaurant that will
make use of as much locally grown food
as possible. He is also looking for more
local suppliers.
Originally from Nakusp, Leeson
trained in Montreal and Kelowna,
specializing in Mediterranean dishes.
But now with the focus on local foods
he plans to create a more Canadian
menu. And while getting local grains
and vegetables hasn’t been too difficult,
it’s a little harder to get exclusively
locally produced meat due to provincial
government regulations. Still, Leeson
makes it a point of pride to use allCanadian produced beef and pork.
“I’m willing to pay extra to get
top quality. In Canada, in my opinion,
we do have the best quality meat and
vegetables.” Leeson hopes to work with
Endless Harvest of Nelson, who already
are networked well with local growers.
Winter supplies are more challenging
and limited mostly to locally grown root
vegetables. But he sees no problem with
getting a full complement of vegetables
the rest of the year.
The new menu will be launched
December 1 and features a mouthwatering array of gourmet dishes
featuring Leeson’s original touch.
There’s a baked Qualicum brie puff
pastry appetizer with hot pepper jelly
from Invermere, fresh red grapes,

poached Gala apples and roasted
Spicer’s garlic. His lunch salad includes
Gala apple, arugula greens, toasted
pumpkin and sunflower seeds, sun-dried
cranberries, and a custom apple-balsamic
oil and vinegar dressing from Crescendo
specialty importers in Revelstoke. A
split pea and lamb soup will feature
Spicer’s carrots and leeks and Alberta
lamb shank. And these are only a few of
his creations.
For those with food allergies, eating
out can be a nightmare, but not at
Halcyon. Leeson has compiled a guide
for servers at the restaurant and can offer
something for those with wheat, dairy,
nut or shellfish allergies. Most of his
meals are wheat-free and he doesn’t tend
to use a lot of cream. For vegans there’s
Silver King Tofu marinated in Bragg’s,
breaded with engivita yeast, pan-fried in
walnut oil, topped with tahini paste and
arugula greens. He hopes to develop a
raw food vegan plate as well.
“We like to have something for
everybody. I try to stay on the healthy
side of food.” In this age of heavilysubsidized corporate agriculture, the
irony is that locally grown veggies can
sometimes cost more than those shipped
all the way from California. But Leeson
is willing to pay more for locally grown
food. He is also seeking food speciality
items that have an original Kootenay
flair. “The 100 Mile Diet would be
tough to do here, but I hope to go there
eventually. Hopefully we can become the
go-to place for local growers.”
Local food suppliers can contact
Leeson at 250-265-3554, extension 118.

Locally grown food featured in new
menu at Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

NAKUSP GENERAL STORE (2010)

Come in and do some late night shopping Sat. December 4th.
We have crafts, beads, slippers, sleighs, toys and many more
items to choose. For the month of December we will be open
ALL week, Monday to Sunday.

302 Broadway Street, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3444
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New Denver council, November 23: Fuel treatment project creates fire break for village
by Michael Dorsey
• Mayor Wright reported that
he had toured the Carpenter Creek
fuel treatment areas with Blackwell
and Associates representatives. He
said the work was “very impressive”
and when complete, there will be a
150-metre-wide fire break all the way
south to the Harris Ranch. He noted it
was critical to maintain the fire break
area. The public is welcome to pick
up firewood from the site.
• Council considered a request
from the Village of Silverton for
New Denver to continue picking up
Silverton’s commercial garbage bin,
every other Friday through the winter
months. Council had agreed to pick
up the bin on a weekly basis at no
charge from May to October 2010,
with Silverton paying the tipping fees.
Council moved to offer to continue
the service for a fee of $70.40 per
hour (the minimum blue book hourly
rate for this service), plus tipping fees.
• Council received and discussed a
letter from Sabrina George regarding
the proposed Slocan Lake Garden
Society/Village Shoreline Project,
including the rehabilitation of Mori
Trail and the beach/shore area at
Bellevue Street. George stated that
“…many residents on Bellevue Street
are requesting that any plans by any
society be presented to the residents,
before any funding or planning be
moved forward.” As well, she stated
she had “…pictures, letters, and
conversations that present a very
clear representation of Bellevue
Street starting as early as 1974.” She
concludes: “Our voices should be
considered. Failure to do so will once
again show a prejudice that also is
well documented.”
Staff said no residents of Bellevue
Street had come to the Village office.
George also asked for all 2005
minutes, and staff reported that these
had been supplied to her.
Council passed a motion to
request that George be invited to a
future meeting as a delegation to
give her “extensive presentation”
regarding her concerns.
• Councillor Murphy, reporting
for the Building Design Review
Committee, said the property formerly
known as My Aunt’s Place had

received approval for a Development
Permit.
• Council received a response
from the ministry on a question
regarding the proposed RDCK
building bylaw. The ministry says that
the Village has two options: to adopt
its own bylaw reflecting the RDCK
bylaw; or to enter into an agreement
with the Regional District, allowing
the RDCK to enforce the provision of
their bylaw within the boundaries of
the municipality.
Administrator Gordon noted
that with either option, the Village
building bylaw would need to be
repealed. Wright said the Village
would want to have its own bylaw
(word for word from the RDCK
bylaw), and “play it by ear for now.”
Staff will email Chief Building
Official Max Hoedeman with the
Village’s position and a copy of the
letter from the ministry.
• Councillor Murphy reported
that he will join the local seniors’
group and encourage them to apply
for a grant under the New Horizons
for Seniors program. Administrator
Gordon added that New Horizons
has funding designated for capital
projects.
• Councillor Murphy reported on
the results of Recreation Commission
No. 6’s adjudication of fall grant
applications: Slocan Lake Gallery
Society - Toy and Model Show
($240), Life Drawing Sessions
($360), Christmas Workshop ($150),
Scale Model Workshop ($275);
Hills Nordic Ski Club ($540); North
Valley Mountain Film Festival
($700); Slocan Lake Arena Society
($300); Valhalla Community Choir
($600); Silverton Community Club
($1,000); Community Gamers Group
($1,500). Several of the groups
received less than they asked for, and
three applications were unsuccessful:
Valhalla Fine Arts Society, New
Denver-Silverton Lake Trail Society,
and the New Denver Nursery School.
• Councillor Bunka reported
on meeting with the Silvery Slocan
Museum Society, the Kyowakai
Society, and Corinne Tessier to discuss
the Statements of Significance. Bunka
reported that Tessier did a great
job. Tessier recommended adding

the groups to the Community and
Provincial Heritage Registries.
• Administrator Gordon reported
that the new Village Office signs
were done.
• Council discussed
correspondence from the City of
Grand Forks, challenging all West
Kootenay local governments to match

their $100 donation supporting the
Sustainable Agriculture Society of
Bella Coola, where massive amounts
of rain have devastated the area.
Bella Coola farmers do not qualify
for provincial emergency funding,
and their winter feed has been ruined
and animals are starving to death.
Council felt that this opened the

door to similar requests, so they
moved to write to the Province with
their concerns, asking “to review the
thresholds on PEP funding for natural
disasters throughout BC,” with copies
to Bella Coola and the MLA.
• The meeting of December
28 was cancelled. Next meeting is
December 14.

Santa Claus was in New Denver to get an update on Princess Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat’s Christmas wish-list.

Aquatic invasive plants a risk to Slocan Lake
submitted
While it’s not quite an ‘alien
invasion’ of the kind depicted in
science fiction, a species of aquatic
invasive plant may put Slocan Lake’s
ecosystem at risk.
Jennifer Vogel, who represents
the Invasive Plant Council of BC’s
Stop the Spread program, raised the
issue at the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society’s recent Annual General
Meeting. The plant in question is
Didymo (Didymosphenia geminate),
also known as ‘rock snot,’ an invasive
freshwater algae that has recently
been discovered in the area. Once
established, Didymo can form a
thick brown, beige, or white blanket
extending two to three kilometres
in length across freshwater streams
and riverbeds. Impacts of Didymo

blooms in BC include reduction of
fish spawning habitat, alteration of
species composition and invertebrate
populations, restriction of water flow,
and depletion of dissolved oxygen
in the water due to decomposition.
Although Didymo appears slimy, this
species actually feels like wet cotton
wool.
Didymo is believed to be spread
by a single cell, commonly via feltsoled waders worn by anglers. Actions
by government agencies to educate
the public and restrict the use of feltsoled waders have been undertaken
in some jurisdictions, and at least one
commercial manufacturer of waders
plans to discontinue production of
felt soles.
There are currently no known
methods of eradicating Didymo once

it infests a water body, so prevention is
key. Here’s the checklist to help protect
Kootenay lakes and streams from this
unwanted invader: check equipment
for clumps of algae before leaving a
waterway and leave driftwood where
it is; clean your gear by flushing for
one minute using either hot water, a
two percent bleach solution, a five
percent salt or dishwashing liquid
(avoid ‘green’ products) or antiseptic
hand cleaner; and dry your equipment
for at least 48 hours.
The 2010 Stop the Spread Program
is funded by Western Diversification
Canada’s Community Adjustment
Fund. For more information, contact
Central Kootenay Invasive Plant
Committee Coordinator Crystal Klym
at 250-352-1160 or coordinator@
kootenayweeds.com.
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Kootenay insurance company helps out with Nicaraguan housing project
by Jan McMurray
For four years now, Falkin’s

Insurance has selected two of its
employees to travel to Nicaragua

in January to help build a secure
home for a Nicaraguan family.

Bobbi-Jo McGlynn from the
Kaslo office is hoping to go in
January 2012.
The program is delivered by
Bridges to Community, a nonprofit community development
organization. McGlynn explains
that a Falkin’s employee who
was involved with Bridges to
Community approached the
insurance company to see if
they would be willing to help.
“They thought it was a great idea.
So every year, they select two
employees to go and they take
on the fundraising to pay for the
flights,” said McGlynn.
The Falkin’s employees
chosen to go spend one week in
Nicaragua, working alongside
other people from the Bridges

to Community organization and
local contractors. Although the
homes they build are basic, they
are earthquake resistant, have
tiled floors, non-leaking roofs,
and lockable doors and windows
to prevent theft.
Upon their return, the
Falkin’s employees make a
presentation to the entire Falkin’s
crew. “It looks like such a good
experience,” said McGlynn.
“It’s very simple – they sleep
on a cot in a school, eat lots of
beans and rice, and work from
dawn to dusk. They get one day
to explore,” she said.
The Bridges to Community
website says this about the
benefits of their basic housing for
the Nicaraguan families: “Over
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80% of new home owners report
better health as a result of having
a tiled floor and non-leaking roof,
a greater sense of security from
natural disasters and robberies
due to the secure steel structure
and windows and doors, and
greater economic and educational
activities. In addition, nearly all
home owners express that their
self esteem and sense of pride as
a family has been raised.
Falkin’s Insurance is
a Kootenay-based insurance
company with 11 offices,
including one in Kaslo. In January
2010, Shauna Baker from the
Kaslo office was selected to go.
In January 2011, two employees
from the Cranbrook office will
be going.

Florence Bargery of Nakusp won the original Saskatchewan River painting by Les Weisbrich in the Slocan Lake Arena Society raffle.
The second and third place winners were Bob Varaleau and Lorne Mills. L to R: Miss New Denver Sadye Butler, Florence Bargery, Carol
Pengelly, Princess Cypress Hunder-Rookes, Queen’s Court Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat, and KSCU Branch Manager Christine Tyers.

MASSAGE

Looking
to pamper
that special
someone?

The 4th annual ‘Candlelight and Cake on Fourth and Broadway’ was once again a festive beginning to the Christmas season
in Nakusp. All who attended warmed up to seasonal treats, ambient candlelight, and special discounts on a snowy evening.
At closing time the organizers Debra of Prima Materia, Dawn of Re-Awakening Health, Nancy of Evolution Boutique, and
Heather of the Treasure Trove drew two lucky winners of gift certificate packages with the help of Ellen Weatherhead.

Charges laid against Georges Perriere
submitted
G e o rg e s P e r r i e r e o f
Slocan has been charged with
production of marijuana and
possession for the purpose of
trafficking in connection with
his arrest, made on August 23.
It is expected that Perriere will
make a plea on January 11 in

Nelson provincial court.
Perriere and his two sons
were arrested on August 23
after tending to a large outdoor
marijuana grow operation on
a parcel of Crown land near
McKean Road in Winlaw. The
operation was composed of
three individual sub-sites, with

Odette’s Skin & Body Care
in Nakusp Dec. 10 &11

Try a gift certificate from
Pristine Massage...
250-358-6804

Book your appointment now
Christmas Gift Certificates can be emailed
or mailed to you!
Free consultations.Product Specials

www.odettesskincare.com
250-878-6227

a total of 657 marijuana plants.
While on the scene, police
seized a vehicle belonging
to one of the suspects and
$15,000 in cash, divided into
nine bundles, that was in the
vehicle. The three suspects were
released on the same day on a
promise to appear in court.
On November 9, charges
were approved against Georges
Perriere; the other two suspects
were not charged.

CORRECTION

In the article, ‘Spectrum
Domestic changes name,
expands service’ in our
November 17 issue, the
manager of the company,
Barbara Maye, was referred
to as “co-owner.” Shirley
Kosiancic is the sole owner of
Spectrum Domestic Services.
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Everyone invited to Junction Church Christmas dinner
submitted
The Junction Church extends
a warm welcome to all to attend a
community Christmas dinner on
Saturday, December 11 at 6 pm at the
Junction Church, located on the corner
of Garden and Eden at the Playmor
Junction.
For people who can, the Junction
Church Food Bank welcomes donations
of non-perishable food items or cash.
There are also cash donation boxes at
West Kootenay Self Storage and the
Biggest Little Fruit stand.
This Christmas dinner is sponsored
by the Junction Church and its
Benevolence Ministry. The Junction
Church was started five years ago and is
part of the Nelson and Balfour Covenant
Church Family. Since its inception, the
Junction Church has had a heart for the
community and helping those in need.

The Junction Benevolence Ministry
and Food Bank currently assist many
families in need in the Slocan Valley
and Junction area.
The Junction Church Food Bank is
also supported by Castlegar Safeway,
Maple Leaf Esso, Evergreen Market,
Biggest Little Fruit Stand, West
Kootenay Self Storage, Gold Island
Forest Products and other community
minded businesses.
The Junction Church will be
supplying the food for the dinner.
Dinner will be served until everyone is
full. It will be followed by a fundraiser
for the Foodbank by having a festive
dessert raffle.
The goal of this community dinner
is to let people in the area know of
the Junction Church and the many
areas of services it offers, including
food assistance, prayer and financial

11

counselling, prayer support and
community cooking.
This extensively and beautifully
renovated facility has really changed
since the days when Buddy Holly’s
Crickets came by to play and is now
available to the community for a wide
variety of functions: Tae Kwon Do,
ballroom dancing, community water
board meetings and weekly Kraft Dinner
lunches for the students of Mt. Sentinel.
The Kraft Dinner lunch has grown from
six students to well over 50. Donations
of Kraft Dinner are always welcome.
The Junction Church will be having
a candlelight service at 6:30 pm on
Christmas Eve. All are welcome to
attend.
For more information on the Junction
Foodbank, visit JunctionChurch.com, or
contact Jeff and Lisa Preuss at 250-3596844 or foodbank@junctionchurch.com.

Be sure to come see us at Overwaitea during the
Downtown Holiday Sales Blast
All day Saturday, December 4th
Please bring a non-perishable food item to our “Stuffa-bus” campaign and get your free hotdog from 11-4
Enter your name for
three chances to win
100,000 Save On More points
with a purchase

Visit us on Broadway Street in
downtown Nakusp
250-265-3662
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Mirror Theatre Panto has audience in stitches
beautiful asset.
Troy Watson played a very
convincing Widow Lene, who
cares deeply for her son Stan (Jake
Williams) when she can remember
who he is, and is very proud of her
cooking skills which, apparently,
haven’t killed anyone yet. Janet Royko
played the proprietor of the ailing
Allswell Bugle, which has nothing of
consequence to report. He has three
lovely daughters, all of whom will be
marrying soon. In fact the eldest, Rose
(Jessica Hanna), is about to be reunited
with her childhood sweetheart, Dick

(Conner Scambler), on his return from
the wide world where he went to make
his fortune.
The three resident ducks (Chelsea
Pike, Bailey Henschke and Sarah
Aspeslet) find a clause in their duckhuman relations charter which allows
them to speak to humans in dire
emergencies, and are thus able to tell
the three daughters (Jessica, Jewell
Alaric and Sydney Bone) about the
Spirit of the Wells (Leah Holden),
who may be able to help them. She
suggests they call in the Spirit of the
Pleasure Grounds, PG (Justin Davies),
for additional help.
While the townspeople meet
in emergency session, catered by
the Widow Lene, the contingent by
the wells calls in Jack Frost (Jacob
Henschke) and the snowflakes (Lauren

PHOTO CREDIT: Carla Nemiroff

the entire evening.
The story line is a familiar one.
The nasty Baron Hire’em’n Fire’em
(Alan Niquedet) – BOOO – has a
hereditary deed to the local wells
(pride of the town of Allswell), and
is planning to put in a bottling plant.
The only thing holding him back is
a clause in the deed requiring the
wells to run free for 400 years and
one day before they can be touched.
“And that day is tomorrow!” So the
townsfolk have to figure out a way to
stop the wells from flowing if they
want to save their most valuable and

Sapietis, Maya Watson, Lucy Ponto,
Kiara and Arora Pike) to freeze the
water and thus stop the wells. The
Spirit of the Wells sacrifices herself
to permanent imprisonment in the ice
so the plan can succeed.
Songs are sung, puns are
perpetrated, and eventually the Baron,
thwarted in his plans, agrees to spend
his money to finance the ducks’
ambition for the stage. The Bugle
finally has a great story to publish,
every single person wins a sweetheart,
including the Widow Lene, and love
saves the day, melting the ice to free
the Spirit of the Wells.
It’s hard to say which rang louder
– the laughter or the applause. Three
cheers for local talent.
The play was directed by Anji
Jones and produced by Janet Royko.

Mirror Theatre’s hilarious performance of ‘All’s Well,’ a Panto, was presented as part of the
Arrow Lakes Arts Council’s concert series at the Bonnington on November 20. The theatre
group also performed the play in Edgewood, Fauquier and Burton the week before.

PHOTO CREDIT: Carla Nemiroff

by Cedra Eichenauer
The Bonnington was packed on
November 20 for the Mirror Theatre
performance of ‘All’s Well’ – and the
audience found out why the Panto
has become such a beloved tradition.
The Panto form calls for the
female lead to be played by a man, and
often other roles are cross-gender as
well. The performance is laced with
songs and silly puns, and the audience
participates by shouting out prearranged responses at certain times,
and applauding or booing when given
the cue. We laughed our way through
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Come join the holiday cheer at Christmas by the Lake in Silverton, December
3-5. This European-style Christmas market is an event not to be missed.
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Blackwell hosts tour of fire treatment blocks in Slocan, New Denver
by Art Joyce
BA Blackwell and Associates,
the firm hired to manage the Regional
Districts’ fire treatment program, recently
hosted a walking tour of its efforts so far
in Slocan and New Denver. Hosting the
tour were registered professional forester
(RPF) Colin Mahony of Blackwell,
forest biologist Tyson Ehlers, Ministry of
Forests staff, and contractors from Debri
Resources for Slocan’s project, and
Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op (SIFCo)
for New Denver’s project.
Mahony explained how the various
community interests were balanced
through a careful process of consultation
with residents adjacent to treatment
areas. In both Slocan and New Denver
there are homes within sight of the treated
locations. In Slocan, treatments were
done near the community campground.
In New Denver, areas near the cemetery
and Village water tower were treated.

While protection from wildfires
was a major concern for residents, many
also wanted to see wildlife habitat and
ecosystem concerns addressed. In the
Slocan blocks, Mahony’s prescription
for the riparian areas allowed no cutting
of trees greater than 17.5 centimetres
in diameter, whereas in other blocks
some trees up to 30 centimetres were
cut down. Within riparian areas, the
treatments are done in consultation with
the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO), who are responsible for
protecting fish habitat. Vegetable-based
chainsaw oil must be used and a fivemetre untreated buffer zone maintained
from the stream edge.
“We’re targeting 40 percent crown
closure,” explains Mahony. “That
assures you have some shading while
achieving your crown separation
objective. And because we have quite a
light touch and we’re not doing timber

harvesting, we don’t want to reduce the
vegetative shading around the stream,”
explains Mahony.
One of the primary goals of the fire
treatment prescription was to open up
the forest overstory enough to reduce
the risk of crown fires, which are nearly
impossible to fight. Normally periodic
forest fires reduce the fuel loading on
the forest floor as well as the smallerdimension trees. Firefighting during
the past 50 years has allowed this
to accumulate, so crews from Debri
Resources and SIFCo meticulously
removed this material. Some of it
is burned, some cut and stacked for
firewood use, and the rest is allowed
to rot on the forest floor as ‘coarse
woody debris’ to nourish future growth.
A minimum of 50 pieces of debris
per hectare are left on the ground. In
New Denver, an added touch was
chipping of wood debris to help speed

by Art Joyce
It’s been nearly five years since
the Green Door youth centre was
destroyed by fire, but a movement is
afoot to create a new hub for Nakusp
youth. The impetus is coming from both
youth and adults alike, in an initiative to
obtain capital funding from the Aviva
Foundation. People from the region can
help out by visiting the Aviva website
and voting for the Nakusp youth centre
project (www.avivacoummunityfund.
org/ideas/acf9549).
“A group of Parkour guys heard the
Arrow Lakes Youth Society was inactive
and decided to resurrect it,” says Rowan
Greger, a senior student at Nakusp
Secondary School (NSS). “Using them
as a spearhead, we established an idea
toward getting a youth centre. We heard
about the Aviva Foundation fund and put
up our idea.”
The foundation – created by the
same insurance company that had
insured the Green Door, ironically
– distributes $1 million each year to
worthy community projects across
Canada. Anyone can post a project for
consideration on the Aviva Foundation
website, where supporters may vote for
their preferred cause. Projects are divided
into small (up to $25,000), medium ($25100,000) or large ($100-500,000), with
categories that include environmental,
youth, neighbourhood, education, health,

well-being, or other ideas. Although the
number of votes is very important, Aviva
judges also rank projects based on their
community support to determine who
will make it to the finalists’ stage. One
project from each budget category is then
chosen for funding.
“We’re in the budget category of
$100-500,000,” says Greger. “We’re
estimating the project to cost between
$350-400,000. We planned out a small
gym, a small café, an office for meetings
that could be rented or used on time
share, and a rental space to generate
revenue.”
An adult supporter of the youth
centre project is Jason Rogers of the
Straight Arrow Youth Ops Society,
which owns the site of the Green Door
building. With negotiations finally
completed with Aviva’s insurance
adjustors, they have clear title to the land
and a little money left over to put toward
a new centre.
“It could be either on that site or at
another location. But that seems to be the
site the youth like as well,” says Rogers.
“Even if they’re not successful with the
Aviva Foundation we’re looking toward
getting something established next year
for a new youth centre.”
Greger says they hope to begin next
spring with completion of the demolition
of the old Green Door building. He
says with the Parkour group and other

submitted
The Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation (KSCF) has announced
that it has made available an additional
$101,500 in grants to local non-profit
groups, as well as a total donation of
$50,000 to local community foundations.
The grants, which are intended to
provide assistance to educational, health,
social, cultural, environmental and
economic non-profit projects of benefit
to the community, were awarded to 16
different organizations. A full list of all
the recipients can be found by visiting
www.kootenaysavings.blogspot.com.
In recognition of the common goal of
giving back and continually supporting
the community, $50,000 was also
donated to local community foundations,
which the respective foundations can in

turn distribute in their communities in the
form of grants in 2010 and 2011.
The local community foundations
benefiting from the donation are Nakusp
and Area Community Foundation;
Community Fund of North Kootenay
Lake (Kaslo area); and LeRoi
Community Foundation (Greater Trail
area).
Along with the donations to the
community foundations listed above,
the KSCU foundation will also set aside
funds specific to the communities of
Castlegar, Salmo, South Slocan and New
Denver, which currently do not have
community foundations in place. Since
2000, the KSCF has distributed nearly
$2.7 million to numerous dedicated and
worthwhile non-profit organizations and
projects in the Kootenays.

community groups all competing for
space in facilities, it hasn’t left much
available for youth. The Arrow Lakes
Youth Society would like to sponsor
gymnastics and mentoring to train youth
to be community leaders. The centre
would be available to young people from
Edgewood through to New Denver.
“There has been a bit of a drug
problem here and I think a youth centre
would be a real great place to get youth
out of that,” explains Greger. “If Nakusp
youth don’t participate in sports or any of
the extra-curricular events after school,
they have nothing to do.”
At the time of writing the Nakusp
youth centre project had received 1,525
votes – in the top 50 of about 1,500 total
competitors. That may or may not be
enough to push them into the finalists’
round for the Aviva funding. The Nelson
outdoor skatepark is another contender,
although Greger says the Nakusp project
has the support of the Nelson youth
centre. Others supporting the initiative
are Rogers’ group (Straight Arrow
Youth Ops Society), Arrow Lakes Youth
Society adult board members Michael
Garvey and Susan Barthe, and vicepresident Devon Leitch, another NSS
senior who helped get the youth vote by
doing presentations in school.
“All in all even if we don’t make it
into the finalists’ round, it’s been a very
successful initiative, no matter where the
funding comes from,” says Greger. “It’s
raised awareness again of the need for
a youth centre in Nakusp.” The group
plans to also apply to globalgiving.
org, another charitable foundation
that provides community funding.
To vote for the project, go to www.
avivacommunityfund.org/ideas/acf9549.

Nakusp youth centre to rise from the ashes

Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation awards more grants

26th Carols by
Candlelight
Wednesday,
December 15, 2010
7 pm • Burton Hall
For information call 250-265-4980
Donation at door • Everybody Welcome
½ proceeds go to Community Services

sponsored by St. Andrew’s
United Church

the nourishment of the forest floor.
“What we’re trying to do is create
a condition where fires will run through
on the ground, where firefighters can
fight it directly or with back trenches,”
says Mahony. “The second benefit is
that you’re creating a forest that’s more
resilient, it’s possible for it to survive
a fire and keep the overstory healthy.”
The prescription allows some
standing dead trees for bird habitat and
Mahony says by opening up conifer
stands, biodiversity can actually be
encouraged. To the extent possible, the
goal is to mimic the beneficial effects of
a natural forest fire. Smaller-dimension
cedar and hemlock, which are less fire
resistant, are taken out, leaving larch,
yew and Douglas fir, which are more
fire resistant. Ehlers, a mushroom expert,
will ensure that mushroom habitat is not
unduly damaged, since opening up the
overstory inevitably creates some drying
of the forest floor.
The irony is that we are now having
to manage the forest for the effects of
human-induced climate change – more
extreme temperatures, loss of moisture
in the forest floor, and therefore more
frequent and severe wildfires. Having
to remove more trees which sequester
carbon would thus seem to work against
our long-term best interests. Mahony
appreciates the irony, explaining that
a trade-off is being made to protect

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

property values. “It’s always about
striking a balance; the treatments are
on the order of a dozen or two dozen
hectares in a landscape of hundreds of
thousands of hectares. By taking out
some of the biomass in these forests
we’re making the rest of the forest more
resilient to complete destruction from
fire and the carbon that would release.”
Three Regional Districts – RDCK,
RDEK and RDKB – pooled their
resources to create a $5 million fund for
fire treatment, and hired Blackwell to
manage 17 projects. Mahony says even
with this impressive effort there will be
communities that still need treatment,
so funding is being sought to extend the
program. It has also provided many jobs
for out-of-work loggers in these regions.
Residents interested in providing
feedback on the treatments near their
homes can contact John Cathro at 250353-2234.

NEW!!!
at Spectrum
Home &
Family Care

• Snow Removal (residential)
• Roof Shoveling
• Wood Splitting and Piling
• Pellet Stove Repair
• Handyman Services
• Dump Runs
• House Checking and more
JUST ASK US……

250-265-3842
spectrumcares@telus.net
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Kaslo council, November 23: OCP revisions suggested by RDCK
by Jan McMurray
• After reviewing Kaslo’s draft
OCP, RDCK planner Meeri Durand
emailed the Village to propose a
meeting where she could go over
the document with CAO Sawyer.
Durand says the document is “very
well developed and articulated”
but she has several corrections and
comments to go over with staff. She
says the most important issue is that
the language around climate change
is inadequate to meet provincial
requirements. Staff was directed to
liaise with RDCK planners to draft
regulatory compliant GHG language
for the OCP.
• Council received notification
that Area D Director Andy Shadrack
has made a $20,000 contribution to
the campground expansion project
under the RDCK’s Community
Development Program.
• Councillor Leathwood was
directed to request a meeting with
Kaslo Primary Health Services onsite supervisor Nicola Candy for
clarification on staffing shortages
at the Health Centre. Council has
written two letters to the IHA recently,
asking if the vacant positions of
Public Health Nurse and two primary
care nurses would be filled. There
has been no advertising done for the
positions.
• CAO Sawyer provided an
update on the Village’s proposal to do
a satellite boundary extension to take
in the airport property. She explains
that the Province would like the
Village to consult with intervening
property owners for their opinion on
the extension. Council directed staff
to proceed with the consultation.
• Mayor Lay reported on
discussions about the fire service
with Area D Director Shadrack
and RDCK staff. The RDCK has
approved $20,000 for a feasibility
study to look at a governance model

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

Open Mon - Thurs
6:30 am to 3:00 pm
Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Licensed

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

for a fire service for Kaslo and a
portion of Area D. There are three
governance options: a Village of
Kaslo contract; a regional service;
an independent commission. RDCK
CAO Jim Gustafson said the $20,000
would not be available if the third
option were to be considered. This
was the option that was recommended
by the local long-term fire service
committee. Mayor Lay explained that
the committee felt the independent
commission would be best so they
would have more control over their
budget – they would not have to
go to the RDCK with their budget
requirements. All council members
indicated that they did not favour
this option, and decided to inform the
RDCK that the Village of Kaslo does
not support the proposed option of a
fire department model independent
of local government.
• Council received notice that the
RDCK had received grant funding to
continue the Provincial Woodstove
Exchange Program. The Village will
advise the RDCK that they would like
to participate, to a maximum of five
stoves. Under the program, people

can receive up to $350 in rebates for
exchanging an old woodstove for a
new, cleaner burning, more efficient
stove. The Province provides $250
per stove and the local government
provides $100 per stove to make up
the $350 rebate.
• Council received updates from
John Addison of Progressive Forest
Management on the Invasive Plant
Project and the Fuel Management
Prescription Project.
The second year of the Invasive
Plant Project finished in midNovember. A three-person crew
inventoried and extracted many
invasive plants throughout Kaslo and
Area D as part of the project. They
set up a trial project on public land
adjacent to the Kaslo River in order
to control the spread of an infestation
of tansy. Addison says this site could
become an interpretive site to raise
awareness of the invasive plant issue.
“The amount of work is daunting
and in some cases futile, but a measure
of control has been maintained,”
states Addison. “Without future
financial and public support Invasive
Plants will continue to spread

throughout our communities and
forest lands.”
The project was funded by the
Job Opportunities Program and the
Community Adjustment Fund.
Regarding the Fuel Management
Prescription Project, Addison reports
that detailed mapping has been
initiated and letters of intent are
almost ready to be sent to affected
landowners. PFM has received
$25,460 from UBCM to write the
prescriptions for five areas in and
around Kaslo.
• Mayor Lay and CAO Sawyer
were authorized to sign a lease for
Kemball Memorial Centre space
between the municipality and
the RCMP. The RCMP will pay
$2,401.99 per month for 18 months
(August 1, 2010 to January 31, 2012)
for a total of $28,823.88.
• A letter from the Victorian
Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society
requesting funding for maintenance
of the old fire hall (thrift store) was
referred to 2011 budget deliberations.
• The Commercial Use
Aerodrome Application Airside
Commercial Policy was amended to

increase the annual rate from $200
to $225, and a clause will be added
to require the area used to be left in
acceptable condition.
• David Naylor was permitted
to remove fallen dead timber within
100 metres of his Arena Avenue
property until December 31, and to
co-ordinate his efforts with Foreman
Walker.
• Bylaw 1106, Waterworks
Bylaw, was adopted. The residential
water rate is $261.95 per year.
• Council will set priorities for
2011 at the special meeting scheduled
for December 1.
• Councillor Leathwood was
authorized to proceed with a Council
Twitter for publication in the Valley
Voice in December.
• The Village office will be closed
during the week of December 27 to
31. Christmas gratuities of $40 cash
will be provided to each permanent
Village employee.
• Councillor Frary’s absence
from council meetings until January
8, 2011, was accepted by council.
• Accounts payable of $42,258.93
were approved for payment.

submitted
The new hotel on Front Street
in Kaslo recently received some
prestigious industry recognition.
The Kaslo Hotel was awarded the
Gordon Wilder Memorial Award for
significant achievement in support
of tourism in British Columbia’s
Kootenay Rockies region.
The award was presented
October 22 at the Kootenay Rockies
Annual General Meeting in Nelson.
The presentation was made by
Ann Pigeon of Whitewater Resort.
Whitewater was the previous
recipient of the award in 2008. Hotel
Manager, Andy LeCouffe, accepted
the award on behalf of hotel owner,
John Eckland. Eckland is pleased
with the award because it underlines
the importance of tourism-related
projects and investment to this
region.
“We wanted to create a legacy
for Kaslo and the area, something
that would last a long time and create
jobs. We’re pleased with the result
and hope to share it with visitors
and locals,” said Eckland. The hotel
employs approximately 35 full- and
part-time staff.
Completed in February 2009, the
hotel features luxury guest rooms
and apartments, a pub, two dining
rooms and patios with spectacular
views of Kootenay Lake and the
surrounding mountains. The project
was designed by West Kootenay’s
own Bob Inwood, who also played
a key role in the preservation of
Nelson’s heritage buildings. It took
more than two years to complete the
new hotel, employing local general
contractor Temple Timber Homes and
many local and regional contractors.

The award was created by the
Kootenay Rockies Tourism board
of directors to recognize all those
in East and West Kootenay who
follow in Gordon Wilder’s footsteps
to support tourism. Gordon Wilder

and his family developed Fairmont
Hot Springs from a small ranch into
the major all-season resort we know
today. He was a founding director of
the association which is known today
as Kootenay Rockies Tourism.

John Eckland encourages
everyone to drop by the hotel anytime
for a peek. Staff members are known
for their friendly, helpful service and
visitors are always impressed by the
view.

Kaslo Hotel Wins Kootenay Rockies Tourism Award

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Andy LeCouffe and John Eckland pose with the latest award for the Kaslo Hotel.

Langham to present the B3 Kings live jazz

submitted
The Langham is proud to present
the B3 Kings, funky festive jazz at its
finest, Thursday, December 9, 7 pm.
This critically acclaimed combo puts
the jazz into Christmas music like
you’ve never heard it before.
The B3 Kings were formed in
2002 for a Christmas concert at
the Cellar Restaurant Jazz Club in
Vancouver. The show was such a
huge success the concert has become
an annual event. Since then their
shows sell out well in advance and
their concerts are eagerly anticipated
every year.

In 2004, the B3 Kings went
into the studio to record their first
Christmas album. The funky quartet
shared the bill with the Bruno Hubert
Trio and produced A Cellar Live
Christmas. The album has received
rave reviews around the world.
Jazzreview.com called it “one of the
greatest Christmas recordings ever.”
  The quartet is anchored by
Canadian vocal sensation Denzal
Sinclaire, who also doubles as the
drummer for the band. Sinclaire
is known internationally as a jazz
star and has had his praises sung by
Diana Krall and Cassandra Wilson.

Hammond B3 organist Chris
Gestrin is responsible for making
this group as funky as it is with his
wicked organ grooves and creative
arrangements of the Christmas
classics. Saxophonist Cory Weeds
is perhaps best known for his work
with the great Dr. Lonnie Smith and
brings an unbridled enthusiasm to
his playing. Guitarist Bill Coon is
as funky as they come, adding a
wonderful jazz sensibility that really
completes the quartet.
Advance tickets are $20 at
Sunnyside Naturals and Willow
Home Gallery or $25 at the door.
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Edgewood boat ramp discussed once again at meeting with BC Hydro
by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro representatives held a
meeting in Edgewood on November
22 to take another run at a plan for
the boat ramp. They presented the
same proposal that the community
shot down last time: to extend the
existing boat ramp to lake elevation
423.7 metres (1390 feet), build a
floating walkway beside it, and install
a floating log breakwater to the north
of the ramp.
When BC Hydro made this same
proposal in Edgewood in 2007, the
community let them know they did not
support it because it did not address
the conditions that render the ramp
useless in low water. Even though
these conditions have not changed,
the community was more supportive
of the proposal this time around.
However, they were incredulous that
BC Hydro had come back without
a plan that addressed the issues
discussed in 2007. They want BC
Hydro to address these issues by
finding a solution for Eagle Creek and
adding a south breakwater to the plan.
The problem that needs to be
addressed in Edgewood is that during
low water, a sandy peninsula is
exposed to the south of the ramp.
The peninsula erodes when exposed,
filling in the harbour and covering the
boat launch with sand. Eagle Creek, to
the south of the peninsula, exacerbates

the erosion of the peninsula because it
does not have a defined channel, and
its path is shifting to the north towards
the peninsula. The community is
concerned that the creek and peninsula
will destroy the new extended boat
ramp unless the Eagle Creek problem
is solved and a south breakwater is
installed.
Jennifer Walker-Larsen of BC
Hydro told residents that Hydro,
Ministry of Environment and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
representatives looked at Eagle Creek
after the 2007 meeting, and saw some
merit in the idea of channelizing
the creek. The RDCK applied for
funding for the project, but was not
successful. Walker-Larsen said that
BC Hydro is not responsible for
Eagle Creek and cannot get funding
to do work on it. She said she did
not think the Water Comptroller
would allow BC Hydro to do the
work necessary to solve the Eagle
Creek problem. However, BC Hydro
reps at this recent meeting could see
the utility of having a study done to
determine the impacts of Eagle Creek
on the ramp, and promised to ask the
Water Comptroller for approval for
the study.
Area K Director Paul Peterson
brought up the issue of the breakwater
to the south of the ramp. “You’ll
have to have a south windbreak – no

ifs, ands or buts about it,” he said.
“Your engineering of the boat ramp
extension is fine, but it might get beat
up and killed in two years. You’ll need
a breakwater on the south side of the
peninsula.”
Paul Hoo, engineer from Moffatt
& Nichol, the firm Hydro hired to
design the ramp upgrades, said he
would ask the firm’s coastal engineer
if a floating breakwater on the south
side would protect the ramp from
the erosion of the peninsula. WalkerLarsen said the coastal engineer
might come up with a solution to
the problem that “does not look like
a breakwater on the south side.”
Peterson replied that he was open to
discussing other options proposed by
the engineer.
People at the meeting wanted to
know who was responsible for the
maintenance of the boat ramp, as no
one maintains it currently “except
YRB out of the goodness of their
hearts,” according to one resident.
BC Hydro reps explained that there is
a new approach to maintenance that
will kick in once the upgrades are
complete. A maintenance schedule
will be included with the final design
documents that will be submitted to
the Water Comptroller for approval.
Once approved, there will be a budget
for the maintenance. Because BC
Parks owns the Edgewood ramp (the

submitted
What can 15 people tell you about
a book that made a difference in their
lives in three minutes or less? Find out
at ‘Books That Made a Difference,’
an event at the Nakusp Public Library
on Thursday, December 9 at 7 pm.
Everyone is cordially invited to the
seasonally decorated library for delicious
treats and a fascinating evening.

The presenters, most of them
from the four (yes, four) different
book discussion groups in Nakusp,
have chosen a wide variety of books
that have had an impact at some point
in their lives. From children’s books
to novels, from memoirs to poetry,
from non-fiction classics to fantasy,
most of us have read something that
influenced our decisions or even

changed the course of our lives. You
will be intrigued to find which books
these are for the 15 presenters, and
perhaps make you think of your own
experiences.
Reading is one of life’s major
pleasures, as the four book clubs in
Nakusp attest to. And the power of the
books you read can and often do make
a difference.

submitted
Seniors from around the area are
invited to kick off the holiday season
at the Slocan Valley Recreation
Commission’s Annual Christmas Tea
for Seniors on Saturday, December
4. This relaxing fun-filled afternoon
event runs from 1-3 pm at the Slocan
Park Hall and is offered at no cost.
During the afternoon there will

be refreshments, entertainment, draw
prizes, and the company of friends
past and present. Entertainment
this year includes Alf and John,
Mike and Mabel and a belly
dance demonstration with Shauna
Robertson. Of course, the Rec Guy
will have another batch of incredibly
funny jokes to help get everyone in
the holiday spirit. Seniors throughout

the region are welcome to attend
this popular event. It is being made
possible with the support of many
area businesses and lots of happy
volunteer effort. The Slocan Park
Hall is located 12 kilometres north
of Playmor junction on Highway 6.
For more information on this year’s
tea contact the Recreation office at
250-226-0008.

submitted
Can you hear the sleigh bells
jingling yet? Join us for breakfast
with Santa and a silent auction,
hosted by the Winlaw Parent
Advisory Committee on Sunday,
December 12 at Appledale Hall on
Highway 6 in Appledale. Breakfast
will be from 8:30-11 am, and photos
with Santa taken between 10 and 11
am. The silent auction ends at 11:30
sharp.
Every year the Winlaw Parent
Advisory Committee holds this
event to raise funds to enhance
Winlaw Elementary students’ school
experience. Funds are used for
school trips such as the winter ski
program at Whitewater, and to bring
educational, musical, and artistic
groups to the school.

Come help raise funds for
Winlaw students while enjoying
a delicious homemade organic
pancake breakfast with fruit and
whipping cream, Legendary Meats
ham, Oso Negro coffee, and juice.

The silent auction is a great chance
to do some Christmas shopping.
Many wonderful local businesses
and artisans have made donations
to make this year’s auction better
than ever.

‘Books That Made a Difference’ event at Nakusp library

Arrow Lake ramps were transferred to
other authorities after they were built
in the 1960s), the maintenance of the
improved Edgewood ramp will be paid
for out of the BC Hydro budget, but
BC Parks or another contractor will
do the maintenance work. BC Hydro
will be responsible to ensure that the
maintenance is being done. “The buck
stops with me on the maintenance
issue,” said Stuart McGregor of BC
Hydro.
Part of Hydro’s proposal includes
dredging of the lake at the end of the
ramp. When people wanted to know
more about the dredging, Hydro reps
said they would be looking to the
Water Comptroller for direction on
this. A community member told them
that the area of the ramp extension was
marshy and could make dredging more
difficult. The engineer said this should
be looked into.
People also asked about yearround access to boating on the
reservoir. They insist that BC Hydro
had promised year-round access, and
say they currently have access only
50% of the year. Hydro reps replied
that the intent of the Water Use Plan
is to ensure summer access only, and
the extended ramp would give them
access 75% of the year. Walker-Larsen
said that the maintenance plan for the
Edgewood ramp would not include
winter maintenance.
One resident asked why BC Hydro
had to draw the reservoir down to
levels below the ramp. Walker-Larsen
said that Arrow levels are “really
challenging because you have upsteam
and downstream projects. We are also

very restricted about what we can let
out of the Arrow because of the treaty.”
She said that the Arrow reservoir is
the one that fluctuates most from year
to year because there are so many
things at play – snow melt, rainfall,
operations, and even the Peace system
affects the Arrow reservoir.
Hydro reps said they would be
back for another meeting in fall
2011. One man from the community
commented that it would be good
to keep in touch, because it felt like
they were starting from scratch at this
meeting. “It’s as if the 2007 meeting
never happened,” he said.

What can 15 people tell
you about a book that
made a difference in their
lives in 3 minutes or less?
Find out at
Books That Made a
Difference
at Nakusp Public Library
Thursday, December 9
at 7 pm
Everyone invited.
Refreshments.

Annual Christmas Tea for Seniors offered in Slocan Park

Breakfast with Santa and silent auction at Appledale

24th Annual Community Carol Sing

Wednesday,
December 8,
7:00 pm
Nakusp Senior
Secondary Gym
Free Admission

sponsored by
the Nakusp
Rotary Club
Santa Claus will be taking breakfast at the Appledale Hall on December 12.
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Announcements

CHRISTMAS BAKING INGREDIENTS
don’t have to be expensive. Come to
Sappho’s Bakery in New Denver for your
mixed peel (the real thing, not sugared
turnips!), glace cherries and pineapple, and
marzipan. Don’t bake? We do! 309 Kildare,
rear entrance. Winter hours: Thursday 10
am – 6 pm, Friday/Saturday 10 am – 8 pm.
358-2119. (PS: Don’t forget we build the
best pizza in the area!)
BEDDING – THE GIFT THAT KEEPS
ON GIVING! Plus tableware, bathware,
local artisans and more! Willow Home
Gallery, Kaslo 250-353-2257.
FERN’S FLOWERS – When you need
something special! Flowers, plants, crystals,
toys, chocolates, books, gifts. Delivery
throughout the area. 250-353-7474.

Automotive

1987 GMC PICKUP TRUCK for sale –
Boy, it ran good! Strongest engine around. If
not for the rusting frame, I’d still be driving
it! $400 for parts obo. 250-358-2345.
1994 MERCURY TOPAZ – Just serviced.
New rear brakes and steering arm. $1250
obo. Please call 250-358-2682.

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business

loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

A HUGE ROUND OF APPLAUSE and
thanks to my wonderful cast from the Signs
and Wonders performance November 20.
Hank Hastings, Julia Greenlaw, and Del
Tomkinson, you were all great. Special
thanks also to Howard Bearham for
invaluable technical expertise on lights and
sound; to Matthew Fry for the great audio
recording; and Sally Lamare and Arthur
Weeks for photographs.

Coming Events

DINNER AT THE CUP - Seafood
Lasagna, salad and lemon yoghurt cake
for dessert. $20 per person. December 11.
Reservations please 5:30 & 7:00. 358-2475.
TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE.
LEARN INFANT MASSAGE - West
Kootenay Infant Development and New
Denver StrongStart are offering an Infant
Massage course to families/caregivers
with infants birth to 12 months of age.
Date: December 7; Time: 2:30 - 4:30 pm;
Location: New Denver StrongStart Centre;
Registration: Contact Charlene @ 250-3587768. Cost: FREE!

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOLIDAY SALE, local artists Christmas
market. Ceramics, clothing, jewellery,
pillows, stationery, accessories and more.
December 3-5, at Bijou Hair Salon. 564
Ward Street, Nelson.
EXQUISITE
NATURE
PHOTOGRAPHY by Jim Lawrence will
adorn the foyer of Nelson’s Capitol Theatre
this festive season. An ethical photographer
and environmentalist, Jim strives to present
images that instill understanding of our
fragile environment, and inspire respect
for life in endangered ecosystems. Great
gift idea! www.kootenayreflections.com.
TURKEY BINGO Slocan Legion Hall,
502 Harold St., Slocan. 1:00 pm Sunday,
December 5. $2 per card. Everyone
Welcome.
KASLO CHRISTMAS LIGHT-UP
Friday, December 3 from 3-7 pm. Enjoy a
movie, join the scavenger hunt, have your
face painted, create a seasonal craft, and
more. Santa arrives at 5:45 pm.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY invites
kids, teens, and adults to come to the
downstairs craft making workshop during
Christmas by the Lake weekend. Join us on
Saturday and Sunday (11-3) for ornament
and card making. Help us decorate the
tree – this event is free. Funded by Rec
Commission #6.
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CONTINUE YOUR CHRISTMAS BY
THE LAKE Festivities with a Fancy
Festive Feast at The Cup and Saucer
Cafe, Silverton. This coming Saturday
evening December 4. The Loves will
joyfully prepare you a Festive Specialty
Menu which includes Celebratory Salad
w/ Blue Cheese, Candied Pecans, Fresh
Fruit & Herbs and a Curried Maple
Dressing, Stuffed Breast of Chicken w/
Cranberries, Walnuts & Goat Cheese,
Accented with Caramelized Onion in an
Orange Cranberry Glaze, Garlic Basil
Mashed Potatoes & Roasted Root
Vegetables, On a Bed of Sautéed Spinach,
Festive Chocolate Mint Mousse for
dessert. $25 per person. By Reservation
Only. Call Loving Spirit 250-358-7773 or
The Cup and Saucer Cafe 250-358-2267.
Coming up Saturday, December 18 Sizzling Szechuan!!!
SOCIAL DANCE – DECEMBER 7, 7-11
pm. Silverton Memorial Hall. DJ music by
Fran. Swing, Latin, Popular. 7 pm - Kyla’s
Tappers; 7:30 pm - mini lesson: waltz. By
donation. All welcome Proceeds to New
Denver Silverton Trail Society.
GOAT MOUNTAIN SCHOOL AGM –
Thursday, December 9, 3:15 pm, Lucerne
School. Info: 358-2899.

OUR COMMUNITY - SCHOOL
PRODUCTION of ‘Little Shop of
Horrors’ sends out a call for: actors,
singers, stagehands, set builders, costumers,
musicians, and puppeteers. Come to a first
meeting at Lucerne School library, Tuesday,
December 7 at 6 pm.
BOOKS THAT MADE A DIFFERENCE
at Nakusp Public Library on Thursday,
December 9 at 7 pm. Everyone invited.
WINLAW PAC BREAKFAST WITH
SANTA and SILENT AUCTION
FUNDRAISER - Sunday, December
12. Appledale Hall, Hwy 6, Appledale.
Breakfast 8:30- 11:00 am. Photos with
Santa 10:00-11:00 am. Silent Auction ends
at 11:30. Come help raise funds for Winlaw
students while enjoying a homemade
organic pancake breakfast with fruit and
whipping cream, Legendary ham, Oso
Negro coffee, and juice and doing some
Christmas shopping at the silent auction.
See you there!
NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE at the
Silverton Memorial Hall. Tickets $20 for
this fun-filled evening with live music by
the Raspberry Rockets! Only 100 tickets
available. Food. Door Prizes. Tickets
available at Silverton Building Supplies
and Mountainberry Foods.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Castlegar
250-304-2911
• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build
HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. Antique. R Oak or Maple
3 1/4 x 3/4 – $4.39/sf pallet
– Bamboo from $3.99 sf –
Cork from $4.39/sf at

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Bergevin Electrical
Inc.
Please call
250-358-7172
or 250-354-4171
and leave a message
Free Estimates. Certified,
Licenced, And Insured
Serving New Denver, Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley

Tradesman Electric

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Nakusp
Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

Design & Installation

Even little ads
get noticed in the
Valley Voice

COMPUTER

250-399-6377

Now booking landscape projects for the
2011 season!

Serving Nakusp & Area
- Lawn Mowing & Trimming
- Yard Maintenance/cleanup
Contact Barry @ (250) 265-9086

dan@canadiangardensupply.com

1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

Uncommon Ground Farm
& Landscape

EARTHWORM
YARD CARE

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building

JUAN’S FLOORING

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@
columbiawireless.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)
J.C. Roofing Company

CONSTRUCTION

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30 per year

NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH Slocan Legion
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan starting at 9:00
pm. Dance Music by DJ “PLAYMOR
TUNES.” Tickets $10 each at Mountain
Valley Station or reserve at 250-355-2672.
Midnight Appy Buffet. No minors please.

Employment opportunities

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Restore your
body, mind and spirit. Monday & Saturday
mornings 9-10:30 am Flow; Thursday
afternoons - 3:30-5:00 pm Restorative
Flow.

In Memoriam

IN LOVING MEMORY

Help Wanted

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 (Arrow
Lakes) has two temporary Teaching
positions available. Please see our website:
www.sd10.bc.ca or phone Brenda Buerge at
the Board Office for details (250-265-3638,
ext. 0) or a copy of the details in full.
PART-TIME SHELTER MANAGER
for Second Chance Animal Shelter in
Nelson. Proven experience in animal
care, customer service, communication
skills and computer skills required. Email
SecondChanceAnimal@gmail.com.

TRAFFIC CONTROL PEOPLE
NEEDED for Kaslo, New Denver,
Silverton, Nakusp, Edgewood areas. Must
have valid traffic control ticket, driver’s
licence and own vehicle. Contact Kim at
250-265-3850.

SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW.
Newer cottage, 2 beds, loft, quiet valley views.
Suitable two people. $775. 250-226-0034.
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $750/month. 250-860-0736.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN in Nakusp.
Recent reno. No smoking, no pets. $500.
250-265-1730.
WINLAW MOBILE HOME on 1 acre.
NS, NP. 10 mins to cafe; ref reqd. $800/m.
250-226-7936.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

For rent
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Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Services

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Matthew George
August 20, 1969 – December 7, 2003
‘God enters through the wound,’ then ‘love
will creep where it cannot go.’
Seven years without you, Mat – they seem
like a day and yet an eternity.
We hold you to our hearts and remember
how much we loved you.
-Your family

The Valley Voice travels to South America with Doug Pyper! Doug says hello to all his friends
in the Kootenays from the highest mechanized ski resort in the world. This short ground-lift on
‘Chacaltaya’ near La Paz, Bolivia is 5,500 metres (18,000 feet) above sea level. Due to global
warming, there is now insufficient snow for skiing, even at this high elevation.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

’s
Nicklace
P

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Even little ads
get noticed in the
Valley Voice

The Cup
and
Saucer Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews,
Meat Pies, Treats
and Great Coffee
358-2267

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

THINKING OF BUYING OR
STARTING A BUSINESS?
• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling
• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Your ad could be here for
only $10.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or
call 250-358-7218

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707
Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

The Clothes Hanger
441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Fullabeans Espresso Stand

Office, Art, Musician, Supplies & Service

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City
beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

wed - sat from 10 - 2:00, earlier or
later by telephone request
202 Lake Ave. (Hwy 6) Silverton

Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

indelible ink

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •
250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

RECREATION

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

phone: 250.358.7121, email: indelible.ink@live.ca
online catalogues: http://indelible-ink.spaces.live.com

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan Village Market

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY

Columbia Power is a sponsor this year of the popular seasonal event, Christmas by the Lake, held every first weekend in
December in Silverton. Audrey Repin, Director of Community Relations for Columbia Power, met up with Christmas by the Lake
organizers, the Silverton Community Club, to learn more about the event. Pictured from left to right are: Gary Willman, Silverton
Community Club director, Audrey Repin, Armand Lange, Silverton Community Club director and Vern Hartman, Silverton
Community Club director. Christmas by the Lake creates an old world Christmas market similar to traditional holiday markets
found in town and city squares in England and Germany and has enjoyed increasing attendance each year since it began.
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The Valhalla Fine Arts Society hosted a classical concert at Silverton Memorial
Hall November 27 featuring instructor/composer Arne Sahlen performing
classical piano. Dylan Matheson, a 19-year-old guitarist, performed several
original classical compositions as well. Matheson is a young Andrés Segovia
of whom Sahlen says, “When Dylan has gone on to be a big star you can say
you saw him in Silverton Memorial Hall.”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

Sappho’s Bakery

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Winter Hours: Open Thurs-Sat.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE
DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

Sliding Scale - Mobile Service

Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

BAKERY

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

DAY SPA
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN ALL WINTER
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

BREWING
Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay!

250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

KASLO LIGHT-UP
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Shop local this Christmas season – it just makes sense!
submitted by Kaslo Chamber of
Commerce’s Shop Local Committee
Did you know that shopping close
to home:

1. Keeps your dollars in
your town

Shopping local helps support and
maintain your community, creates
jobs, keeps the downtown healthy
and builds a community that is worth
living in.

2. Supports local nonprofits

When local business owners
thrive, they are able to donate more to
local charities and initiatives.

3. Creates character and
prosperity

A thriving business core increases
the overall satisfaction of a town’s
inhabitants and enhances the value of
homes and property.

4. Reduces environmental
impact

Consuming less gas not only saves
money but saves the environment as
well!

5. Creates new jobs

Most new jobs in a community are
provided by local businesses.

6. Means you matter more

Isn’t it nice to be greeted by
name when you enter a shop? Local
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business owners get to know you
personally and are better able to
respond to your individual wants
and needs.

8. Supports diversity and
leads to more consumer
choices

In a small local shop inventory
is carefully chosen by the owner;
you can find all sorts of unexpected
treasures and meet friends and
neighbours along the way.

9. Saves you money

7. Is just a whole lot more
fun

The more dollars spent locally,
the more choices become available
to the consumer.
If you add in travel, parking costs,
fees to transport larger items home
and the value of your time, shopping
local just makes sense.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will make the long trek down from the North Pole for Kaslo’s Light-Up once again this year.

Get ready for Kaslo’s Christmas Parade and Light-Up
submitted
Christmas fun starts this weekend
in Kaslo! The Kaslo and Area Chamber
of Commerce is proud to host the 24th
Annual Christmas Light-Up Parade
and Celebration on Friday, December 3
from 3-7 pm.
Watch a movie at the Langham, join
in the Scavenger Hunt, get your face
painted, create a seasonal craft, enter
the Merchants’ Great Gift Giveaway,

Cornucopia invites
you to stop by and
enjoy Christmas
Light-Up!

order your Christmas tree and enjoy
roasted chestnuts, hot chocolate, hot
dogs and more.
Santa arrives at 5:45 for the
traditional Light-Up Parade on Front
Street. Stay after the parade and visit
Santa’s Village for your chance to meet
with Santa. Donations of unwrapped

Wishing you
good cheer
for the
holidays!

gifts and non-perishable food items
for the North Kootenay Lake Food
Cupboard will be accepted at Santa’s
Village and Fern’s Flowers.

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Front Street • 250-353-7714

Closed December 18
thru Jan 2.
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Nakusp tourism meeting highlights importance of working together

Global Gift
Discoveries

“Nakusp and the Arrow Lakes could
target these people.”
Herb Shaede from the BC
Snowmobile Federation encouraged
Nakusp to go after the snowmobiling
market. “It’s a huge economic generator
in Revelstoke – $8 million was brought
in last year. They spend on average $300
per day,” he said.
Shaede said snowmobilers are
looking for new places to sled, “so
you should get an area together.” He
added that sledders who belong to
snowmobile clubs are respectful. He also
said that there is a big overlap between
snowmobiling and ATVing in terms
of membership and the trails they use.
Shaede said they use logging roads, not
backcountry lodge areas.
Sabine Burmeister of Halcyon spoke
about the healing Lithia spring waters
at the resort, the cozy accommodation,
the restaurant, and the RV park. She
said the challenges were the ferry
and transportation in general, staffing,
Arrow Lake water levels and getting
supplies into such an isolated place. Most
customers are from BC and Alberta.
Ken France of CMH said the
30-year-old company purchased the
Kuskanax and Tenderfoot in Nakusp in
1996. Customers are from all over the
world, and come to ski and hike in the
old-growth forests in the area, and to
enjoy the hot springs at the end of every
day. CMH has backcountry lodges as
well, but in Nakusp, customers are those
who want to check out a little mountain
town. He encouraged everyone to
interact with their customers. “Be nice to
our guests – that’s all they want,” he said.
France said he could see potential
markets for Nakusp among motorcyclists
and classic car clubs.
Transportation was mentioned
more than once as a huge challenge
for tourism in the Arrow Lakes. To
overcome the transportation challenge,
Valkyr Adventures purchased a vehicle
to transport their guests from the airport.
Edwards said transportation had been
identified as a significant issue for several
DMOs in the area, and they have asked
that it be taken to the government.
A point of discussion was
the question of how to develop
snowmobiling and other motorized
tourism activities while still preserving

are funded by the 2% Additional Hotel
Room Tax (AHRT). At least 51% of
accommodators in any DMO region
must be in favour of the collection
of the tax before a DMO can be
formed. Once the DMO is formed, all
accommodators in that region must
collect the tax. There are seven DMOs
in the Kootenay Rockies region: Fernie,
Radium, Invermere, Golden, Revelstoke,
Rossland, and Nelson Kootenay Lake.
“DMOs are not set up to compete with
each other – they are there to work
together,” he said, giving the example of
Nelson Kootenay Lake partnering with
Revelstoke and Castlegar to advertise in
a motorcycle magazine.
People wanted to know why Nakusp
and area had not been asked to join the
DMO. Edwards assured that the Arrow
Lakes area was very welcome to join.
Shelly Glasheen spoke about the
back country lodge that her family built
to host skiing and hiking tours from.
From Fauquier, the Glasheens are now
building a second lodge in the southern
part of their tenure. Guests are flown
in by helicopter from Burton. “It’s real
outdoorsy people who come,” she said.

Inspiring
Arts & Crafts

Textiles / Objects / Artwork / Clothing
Your “Boho Chic” destination store in the Kootenays!

Nakusp, BC

265-3288

designate areas that are ideal for every
sport. “We think there is enough Crown
land that everyone can have their own
territory,” she said.
At the end of the evening, Edwards
said he was even more convinced of the
tourism potential in the area. “We have
to work more closely together,” he said.
“The key is to get people to come to
our area of BC. We are not on the radar
screen now, but we will be more effective
if we work together.”

The Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation’s Light Up the Hospital campaign kicked off with a
$1,000 donation from People’s Pharmacy. Here, Troy Clark, owner of Nakusp People’s
Pharmacy, presents the cheque to Bea Anton of the foundation. This Friday, December 3,
the foundation is hosting a donation day at Broadway Deli from 9 am to 3 pm. Donations
can also be dropped off any day at Arrow Lakes Hospital, KSCU, or mailed to PO Box 284,
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 (cheques to be made out to Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation).

The Lucerne School grad class had a table at St. Anthony’s Christmas Flea Market on November 27
at Bosun Hall. One of the longest-standing Christmas markets in the area, this was the 37th annual.

PHOTO CREDIT: art joyce
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non-motorized tourism. Barb Chwachka
said she felt the community was already
doing this successfully. The Ridge
Riders snowmobiling group works
closely together with the Harlow Creek
Touring Group Society to make sure the
Harlow Creek area is compatible for both
snowmobiling and cross-country skiing.
Glasheen said there are occasionally
problems with snowmobilers at Valkyr
Adventures, and said they would be
willing to work with everyone to

PHOTO CREDIT: Sally Lamare

by Jan McMurray
Working together is key to
developing tourism – this was the main
message at Nakusp’s Economic Summit
session on tourism on November 24.
Guest speakers were Graham
Edwards of the Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism Association, Shelly Glasheen
of Valkyr Adventures, Herb Shaede of
the BC Snowmobile Federation, Sabine
Burmeister of Halcyon Hot Springs
Resort, and Ken France of Canadian
Mountain Holidays.
Edwards was very positive about
the tourism potential of the region, and
reminded those who “may not be wild
about tourism” that: “This region will be
discovered, so we have the opportunity
to manage the growth or let it happen
on its own.” He spoke about Destination
Marketing Organizations (DMOs) as
a good way to provide direction and
focus to tourism development. The
organization he represents, the Nelson
Kootenay Lake Tourism Association,
is a DMO for Nelson, Balfour, HarropProcter, Ainsworth, Kaslo and Meadow
Creek.
DMOs focus on marketing, and

• Warm Sweaters and Felt
Slippers from Nepal
• Books for all ages
• Natural Fiber Clothing
• Locally made wooden toys
Kootenay Grass, Esque, Tangerine, and Adam Shaikh performed Friday, November 26 as a fundraiser for Kootenay Co-op
Radio. The first blast of winter weather and icy roads kept many away. Here, Brie Faulks performs with Kootenay Grass.

