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by Jan McMurray
It will probably come as no surprise 

that things are heating up on Perry 
Ridge. 

What may come as a surprise is that 
it is the Sinixt who have set up camp on 
Perry Ridge Forest Service Road and 
are blocking Sunshine Logging from 
starting work on their recently awarded 
BC Timber Sales contract. Supporters of 
the Sinixt are present at the camp, but the 
camp is clearly an initiative of the Sinixt. 
Sinixt supporter Eloise Charet called the 
action “historical,” not just because the 
Sinixt were laying claim to the land, but 
also because they were showing that 
their culture is not separate from the land. 

When asked if he was seeking a 
court injunction to order the people 
off the road, Jeff Mattes of Sunshine 
Logging reported that his lawyer was 
discussing the matter with the lawyer for 
the Sinixt Nation. “Everything is on hold 
while the road is being blocked and the 
lawyers work it out,” he said.

In an interview at the camp on 
October 27, Lola Campbell, a member 
of the Sinixt Nation, said that one of the 
reasons they set up the camp was because 
they were not consulted on this timber 
sale. “The Crown doesn’t recognize us 
because we’ve been declared extinct. I 
think it’s a cop-out to use that excuse 
for not consulting us. It’s as if we are 

Sinixt protest camp established on Perry Ridge logging road
not human – it’s like being treated as if 
we are just a piece of paper. How can 
they argue that we don’t exist if they are 
standing right in front of us?”

A letter from the Sinixt Nation 
dated October 26 to BC Timber Sales 
and Sunshine Logging states: “Please 
be advised that, as of today, the Sinixt 
has established and occupied a protest 
camp obstructing access to the Perry 
Ridge Forest Service Road.” The letter 
says the rationale for the camp is set out 
in a resolution made by the Sinixt Nation 
Society on October 25.

The two-page resolution explains 
that the Sinixt filed an aboriginal title 
action against the Crown in the BC 
Supreme Court in July 2008, and the 
traditional territory claimed in that action 
includes Perry Ridge. The resolution 
states that the Sinixt Nation sent a 
letter from its lawyer to the Ministry of 
Forests on October 7, 2008, demanding 
consultation with the Province and any 
licence holders on commercial forestry 
operations on Perry Ridge. No reply 
was ever received and no consultation 
has taken place with the Sinixt on this 
timber sale.

A Ministry of Forests spokesperson 
reported that consultation with several 
First Nations took place prior to the 
award of this licence, but “based on 
information provided to date, neither the 

federal nor the provincial government 
consider the Sinixt to be an ‘aboriginal 
peoples of Canada.’ Because the Sinixt 
have a pending court action against the 
Province on this issue, we cannot discuss 
this matter in detail at this time.”

The October 25 Sinixt Nation 
Society resolution also gives cultural 
and environmental reasons for the 
establishment of the camp. It states 
that the Sinixt have identified Perry 
Ridge as a site of archaeological, 
cultural and spiritual significance 
and have, by declaration, established 
the Sinixt Sluk7can-Perry Ridge 
Wilderness Preserve to protect the 
rich biodiversity on the ridge and the 
domestic watershed issues of the Perry 
Ridge community. “…we, the Sinixt, are 
concerned that industrial development 
on Perry Ridge stands to jeopardize the 
Sinixt archaeological sites, exacerbate 
geological instability with the risk of 
slope failure, disrupt water quality and 
quantity and threaten endangered species 
in relation to which the Sinixt exercise 
aboriginal rights.”

These issues echo the concerns of 
the Perry Ridge Water Users Association 
(PRWUA) and some residents living in 
the Little Slocan Valley on the west side 
of Perry Ridge. Mattes said he had had 
no communication with PRWUA since 
he was awarded the Perry Ridge timber 

sale, but he and his partner Clint Carlson 
met with nine concerned west side 
residents on October 27. Gary Burns, 
who owns a woodlot on Perry Ridge 
and has a good relationship with both 
the west side residents and the owners of 
Sunshine Logging, attended the meeting 
at the request of the residents. Mattes 
says the tone of the meeting was very 
respectful.

At the meeting, west side residents 
asked Mattes if he would delay the work 
to allow them to have all the BCTS 
studies already done on the timber sale 
assessed, and additional studies done. 
Mattes said no. “There’s no fault in 
being a concerned resident and making 
sure the homework has been done, but 
people should have some respect for 
the professionals who spend their life 
on this,” he said in an interview. “The 
reports from these professionals are very 
in-depth and well done.” Mattes said he 
had read all the reports accompanying 
the timber sale and feels that they are 
adequate, with nothing critical missed.

The west side residents want the 
studies done because they understand 
that ‘gentle over steep’ conditions exist 
on Perry Ridge, similar to those on 
the logging sites above the Van Tuyl 
landslide that took a life in 2008. Also, 
in the late 1990s, Tony Salway, a trained 
terrain stability specialist, identified 

a high hazard for a valley bottom 
landslide and called for groundwater and 
precipitation studies, which have never 
been done. When the residents asked 
Mattes to postpone operations until they 
got these studies done, Mattes says he 
told the residents that they had had ten 
years to get them done.

We asked Sandy Blaikie-Anderson, 
spokesperson for the west side residents, 
and Marilyn Burgoon, spokesperson 
for PRWUA, if they support the Sinixt 
blockade. Blaikie-Anderson said that if 
there were consultation with the Sinixt, 
the west side residents’ need for safety 
would be fully met, as the Sinixt would 
call for all the studies. Burgoon said that 
PRWUA were participants in the CORE 
process in the 1990s, where the Sinixt 
were recognized as the First Nations 
representatives. “The Perry Ridge Water 
Users supports the Sinixt stance because 
the Sinixt assert their aboriginal rights 
in a manner that is consistent with the 
community’s aspirations in maintaining 
water quality, quantity and timing of 
flow; avoiding extirpation of species, 
including extinction of fish species 
through further sedimentation of the 
Slocan and Little Slocan River systems; 
avoiding geological mass failures; 
and providing sustainability to future 
generations through conservation of 
nature to mitigate climate change.”

The Valley Voice won silver in the 2010 West Kootenay Best of Business Awards in the 
newspaper category. Co-owners of the Valley Voice, Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, 

extend huge thanks to all those who voted for the Voice.
The Sinixt have set up a protest camp on Perry Ridge Forest Service Road, blocking Sunshine Logging from starting work on their recently awarded 

BC Timber Sales contract. The contract involves some road building and the logging of four cutblocks on the top of the ridge.
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by Dan Spring
Virtuoso speechmaker and 

former local NDP MP Corky 
Evans joined the outspoken radio 
show and television program 
host and former Social Credit 
Environment Minister Rafe Mair 
for the surprisingly entertaining 
‘Common Sense Canadian BC 
Tour,’ at the Capitol Theatre in 
Nelson on October 27. Opening 
for the dynamic duo was the West 
Kootenay Ecocentre’s Raelynn 
Gibson, paired with Damien 
Gillis, a documentary film maker 
who, with Mair, co-founded 
the ‘Common Sense Canadian’ 
organization.

The night opened with Gillis’ 
film Oil in Eden, a short piece 
covering the extensive pipeline 
that corporation Enbridge – 
with a recent history of pipeline 
breakage – has proposed through 
the Great Bear Rainforest, the 
world’s largest remaining 
temperate rainforest. The 
film’s narrator lists three main 
concerns. First, the pipeline 
crosses over 1,000 rivers and 
streams; second, it is the first 
time supertankers will come to 
this particular and treacherous 
boat-sinking shoreline; and 
third, it will bring access to 
Asian markets resulting in a 
massive increase to the already 
environmentally catastrophic oil 
sands. A spill the size of Exxon, 
we are shown, would cover the 
entire Great Bear Rainforest 
coastline. Species at risk from 
spills include humpback whales, 
spirit bears and every animal in 

Rafe Mair’s Common Sense Tour wants Eco-Action in BC
the area. According to Gillis, the 
pipeline would make catastrophe 
inevitable, and he dubbed the 
conflict “the defining Canadian 
environmental battle of our 
time.”

Gibson spoke about the 
importance of our own local 
s t ruggles  against  power 
company Axor’s Glacier-Howser 
independent power project and 
the Jumbo Glacier ski resort. 
“In August of this year,” she 
revealed, “Axor made another 
submission on Glacier Creek, 
indicating they plan on moving 
forward with a project redesign.” 
The species at risk from the 
plans of these two corporations 
include bull trout, mountain 
goat, wolverine, grizzly bear, and 
mountain caribou – all of which 
rely on the rugged terrain as a 
bastion against ever increasing 
human encroachment.

While Gibson and Gillis 
spoke, it was bizarre to see Rafe 
Mair at the same table as former 
arch-enemy Corky Evans – but 
there he sat, the next to speak. 
What devastating turn of events 
could unite these two rivals in a 
single cause?

Mair explained that it was 
more than just the Great Bear 
Rainforest or independent power 
projects (IPPs). “In every single 
place in the province,” he said, 
“this [BC Liberal] government 
practices ruination.” If the 
corruption of today’s government 
is so extreme that it turns the 
stomachs of Mair and Evans, 
converting them to united 

activism, the rest of us would 
do well to pay attention to their 
words.

Of particular concern to Mair 
was free-trade style privatization 
of the assets and prerogatives of 
BC Hydro. He said that IPPs are 
a scam that will run up a huge 
debt for the people of BC. IPP 
power will be generated only 
during peak water flow times, 
when BC has plenty of surplus, 
and BC Hydro is on the hook 
to buy the power at a loss. With 
upgrades to existing systems, he 
asserts, we don’t need IPPs or the 
massive hydro project known as 
Site C anytime in the foreseeable 
future. The final result of IPPs, he 
said, will be unprecedented hikes 
in personal electric bills.

Mair called on the people of 
BC to rise up and to take heart 
from the example set in Kaslo 
when more than a thousand 
people turned out and raised 
their voices against the Glacier/
Howser IPP, and forced Axor 
at least temporarily back to the 
drawing table. “We, in the current 
political climate of BC, must 
become aroused,” He said. “…
We must find all ways and means 
to stop this government from 
doing what it is doing … we 
must do whatever is legal, and 
possibly illegal – but not violent. 
If we don’t, we will go down as 
the generation that could have 
saved BC but didn’t.”

 Corky Evans finished the 
night with a rousing speech about 
the erosion of social democracy. 
If it was difficult to swallow his 

tale about the pure honesty and 
servitude of the NDP and Socred 
governments of the ’60s, ’70s and 
’80s, it was equally difficult to 
ignore his warnings about politics 
and free trade today.

“When we had debates [in 
the legislature back then], it 
was about what to do with our 
water and our land,” he said. 
“That debate is passé because 

the people who govern have 
decided to abdicate our future 
to be comfortable today. With 
the rise of the multinationals… 
we have wealthy people in other 
countries, guarded by armies we 
pay for, making decisions about 
what we are going to do. And 
now we make less money on 
corporate income tax than we do 
on our children paying for post-

secondary education.”
Like Mair, Corky’s speech 

was a call to action. “I want to 
beg you to engage, on a different 
level, on a political level, the kind 
where you join the party you vote 
for, the kind where you write a 
letter and sign it,” he said.

For more information about 
The Common Sense Canadian, 
visit www.thecanadian.org

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust and 

Selkirk College have announced 
the establishment of the Columbia 
Basin Rural Development 
Institute (RDI), which will 
promote and support informed 
planning and decision-making 
in the Columbia Basin through 
region-specific information and 
applied research.

The  RDI ,  housed  a t 
Selkirk College, will monitor 
and report on a wide range 
of community indicators and 
trends in the Columbia Basin – 
including employment levels, 
environmental conditions, 
charitable donations, local crime 
rates and many more – as well 
as undertake new and relevant 
research about issues that are 
impacting the region. The RDI 
will then ensure this information 
and research is broadly shared and 
understood so that communities 
can apply the knowledge to their 
particular situation. 

“One of our goals is to 
support local communities in 
identifying and meeting their 
priorities, and in particular, to 
ensure communities have access 
to meaningful and relevant 
information,” said Neil Muth, 
CBT President and CEO. “We 
are honoured to partner with 
Selkirk College and build on 
complementary goals and 

Columbia Basin Rural 
Development Institute announced

existing assets in order to generate 
a better understanding of our 
region and provide support for 
communities to make informed 
decisions about their future.”

Seeing an increased demand 
for and the use of information and 
applied research by communities, 
CBT decided to evolve its State 
of the Basin Initiative which 
launched in 2008 with the first 
Basin-wide indicator report and 
website. Simultaneously, Selkirk 
College’s Regional Innovation 
Chair in Rural Economic 
Development (RIC) has been 
a hub for data collection and 
research and analysis related to 
the regional economy since 2006. 
The work of the RDI will bring 
together the assets of these two 
initiatives to create a sustained 
resource in the Columbia Basin. 

M a r i l y n  L u s c o m b e , 
President and CEO of Selkirk 

College, indicated: “Selkirk 
College is delighted to partner 
with Columbia Basin Trust 
to extend the capacity of our 
Regional Innovation Chair in 
Rural Economic Development 
from the West Kootenay 
Boundary Region to serve the 
entire Columbia Basin. This 
partnership and the additional 
financial resources allocated 
will enable a more complete and 
current research and information 
base for use by communities and 
regions throughout the Basin.”

Information, indicators 
and trends for the Columbia 
Basin are currently available 
at CBT’s State of the Basin 
Initiative website, www.cbt.org/
stateofthebasin. The work of the 
Regional Innovation Chair in 
Rural Economic Development 
can be reviewed at www.selkirk.
ca/research/ric. 

submitted
The  Carbon  Neu t ra l 

Kootenays (CNK) Project 
recently wrapped up its first 
phase of work, completing three 
detailed carbon neutral action 
plans for the Regional Districts of 
Central Kootenay, East Kootenay 
and Kootenay Boundary, and also 
completing emissions and energy 
inventories for 28 municipalities 
and several participating First 
Nations. “CBT is pleased to 
support efforts that allow local 
governments and First Nations to 
take tangible actions on climate 
change to reduce emissions at this 
unique level and scale,” said Neil 
Muth, CBT President and CEO, 
referring to the diverse partners 
and regional mix of small and 
rural municipalities involved in 
the project. 

The next two years of 
this project, jointly funded 
by the Regional Districts 
and CBT, are about building 
on and implementing the 

Three Carbon Neutral Action Plans done
recommendations and actions 
identified in 2010 with regard 
to carbon neutral action plans, 
monitoring and carbon offsets. 

Over the next 24 months the 
Community Energy Association 
will lead work with Regional 
Districts, local governments, 
and First Nations to support 
and maintain existing emissions 
inventories; implement carbon 
neutral actions for the Regional 
Districts; help develop carbon 
neutral  act ion plans for 
municipalities and First Nations; 
coordinate carbon neutral actions 
on a regional scale; and identify 
regional offset investment 
opportunities.

 “We’re looking forward 
to implementing our action 
plans and following through on 
recommendations from the first 
phase of the CNK project,” said 
Regional District of Kootenay 
Boundary Chair, Marguerite 
Rotvold. “This work will help 
local municipalities that have 

signed the Province of BC’s 
Climate Action Charter achieve 
the goal of being carbon neutral 
in their operations by 2012.” 

T h e  U n i o n  o f  B C 
Munic ipa l i t i es  (UBCM) 
recognized the Carbon Neutral 
Kootenays Project in 2009 
and awarded it the prize for 
Leadership and Innovation in 
recognition of ‘environmental 
excellence and ideas that 
showcase vision, creativity and 
teamwork that can be followed 
by others.’ The unique funding 
model between regional districts 
and CBT, and the partnership of 
regional districts, municipalities 
and First Nations, is a first in BC.

The  Carbon  Neu t ra l 
Kootenays Project is one of 
several climate change initiatives 
supported by CBT.  The 
Community Energy Association 
is a non-profit BC organization 
helping local governments 
address energy sustainability 
and greenhouse gas reduction.

Neil Muth, CBT President and CEO joins Angus Graeme, Selkirk College Vice 
President Academic and Student Development; Sabrina Curtis, CBT Director 

Planning and Development; George Penfold, Selkirk College Regional Innovation 
Chair for Economic Development and Kim Deane, CBT Board Member in 

celebrating the establishment of the Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute.
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Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

by Jan McMurray
Will the future of the Columbia 

Basin look like the Blooming Best, 
Paradise Lost, 100 Mile Happiness or 
the Columbia Basin Divide?

The 300 people who attended the 
Columbia Basin Trust symposium 
held October 22 to 24 in Revelstoke 
developed these four possible future 
scenarios for the Basin with the help 
of David Beurle and Juliet Fox of 
Innovative Leadership, a global 
consultancy company that helps regions 
plan and prepare for their future through 
a ‘scenario planning’ process.

“There is no single future in front 
of your region,” Beurle told us on 
Saturday morning. He explained that 
over the weekend, we would identify 
the key issues, drivers and forces facing 
our future, and then explore a range of 
plausible future scenarios for the Basin.

“Scenario thinking is very powerful 
because we are in a period of uncertainty 
– we have the biggest financial meltdown 
since the Depression; we have climate 
change; we have peak oil; we have an 
energy crisis coming; we have six billion 
people on the planet and we’ll have nine 
billion before we stabilize.” He urged 
us to think about the key drivers of the 
Basin’s future as we went through our 
day, attending small group sessions on 
broadband, alternate energy, effective 
community engagement and strong 
organizations.

A presentation by George Penfold, 
Selkirk College Regional Innovation 
Chair in Rural Economic Development, 
also got us thinking about key drivers 
in the region. Penfold’s research shows 
a population growth of .5% per year 
in this region until 2036, with people 
aged 65+ accounting for all of that 
net growth. Our schools will feel the 
pressures of declining enrolment over 
the next six to eight years, and then the 
school population begins to rise again. 
New job creation is in services such 
as information, culture, recreation, 
accommodation, food, and health care. 
Although the province sees 75% of its 
population growth from immigrants, 
rural BC does not attract these people 
and rather relies on inter provincial 
immigration. Forty percent of properties 
in the region are owned by people who 
do not live here.

When we all gathered back together 
late Saturday afternoon, we provided 
Beurle with a list of 20 key driving forces 
we felt would influence our future, and 
rated them in terms of importance and 
uncertainty. On Sunday morning, Beurle 
explained that he had boiled all of this 
down to two overarching drivers that 
will be key in shaping our future: our 
ability to create sustainable regional 
systems, and our response to changing 
economic conditions. In small groups, 
we explored the four future Basin 
scenarios that follow through from these 
two overarching drivers.

In the Blooming Best Basin 
scenario, we do very well in both 
creating sustainable regional systems 
and in responding to changing economic 
conditions. In this scenario, we 
envisioned having an excellent regional 
transportation system, the Columbia 
Basin University, Columbia Basin 
Power and Energy, the Columbia Basin 
Health Authority, and a strong economy.

In the Paradise Lost scenario, we do 

The future of the Columbia Basin explored at CBT symposium 
poorly on both regional sustainability 
and the economy, and we have regional 
disparities, outside interests controlling 
our resources, youth emigration, 
college closures, and the loss of cultural 
organizations.

In the Columbia Basin Divide 
scenario, we do well economically, 
but do not create sustainable regional 
systems. We have an economic boom, 
with older industries being replaced with 
new technology, but the environment 
becomes degraded because we haven’t 
adapted to climate change and are 
not managing our water well. The 

population is increasing because there 
are jobs and educational opportunities, 
but the income gap is widening and the 
social fabric of the region is falling apart.

In the 100 Mile Happiness Scenario, 
we create sustainable regional systems, 
but we do not respond well to changing 
economic conditions. Our quality of life 
is excellent, but our economy is poor, 
so we need to be more self-sufficient. 
There is a lot of small business, more 
of an underground economy, and more 
bartering.

Most symposium participants felt 
we were naturally heading towards 100 

Mile Happiness, but wanted to steer the 
Basin towards the Blooming Best.

“It will be your action or inaction 
that makes the difference,” said Beurle. 
“This is a framework you can use to 
start a conversation about your future.” 
He urged us to understand the future we 
want and come together to work towards 
that future. 

He also said that the outcomes 
of our actions have more to do with 
the environment in which the action 
occurs than the action itself. “Create 
the contextual environment where your 
actions have a much more powerful 

outcome. Regions that work on context 
are best positioned to transform 
themselves and unleash the power of 
the people.”

CBT Board Chair Garry Merckel, in 
his closing address, said he felt we had 
achieved a sense of a Basin community 
over the 15 years of the Trust’s existence. 
“We need to build the infrastructure to 
support that outside of this room – that’s 
our next job to take seriously,” he said. 
“The Blooming Best Basin is within our 
ability. I’m really excited about building 
our own local economies rather than the 
outside world building them for us.”

submitted
The Province and Ktunaxa Nation 

Council have reached a strategic 
engagement agreement to guide ongoing 
government-to-government discussions 
on natural resource decisions, and build 
on the New Relationship commitment 
to First Nations. 

“This strategic engagement 
agreement is a significant step forward 
in strengthening our relationship 
with Ktunaxa Nation,” said Minister 
Responsible for the Integrated Land 
Management Bureau Pat Bell. “By 
working together we will improve 
BC’s investment climate and help close 
the gap between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal communities.” 

Under the agreement, $1.65 million 
will be provided over three years to the 
Ktunaxa Nation to more effectively 
engage with the Province on land and 
resource development decisions in 
Ktunaxa Territory. This is anticipated 
to result in more co-operative decision-
making and lead to increased certainty 

Province and Ktunaxa Nation sign engagement agreement
for resource activities in the area. 

“Ktunaxa have been stewards of 
this territory for thousands of years,” 
said Kathryn Teneese, Ktunaxa Nation 
Chair. “This agreement with the 
Province allows Ktunaxa to better 
fulfill our continuing obligation and 
responsibility to manage the land within 
our territory.” 

The Ktunaxa Nation Council 
is comprised of four communities: 
Akisq’nuk First Nation, Yaqan nu?kiy 
(Lower Kootenay), ?Aq’am (St. 
Mary’s), and Tobacco Plains.

“We have a great range of energy 
and mineral resources in the southeast 
and this agreement ensures that any 
future resource development in this 
region will take everyone’s interests 
into account,” said Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources Minister Bill 
Bennett and MLA for Kootenay East. 

“The intent is to find a way to 
work better together,” says Teneese, 
“Hopefully it makes life a little easier 
not only for the Province but for the 

Ktunaxa nation as well. We definitely 
see this as a positive.” 

The Ktunaxa had asked that there 

be a link between this interim agreement 
and treaty negotiations as another step 
along that path. 

submitted
Over the summer months members 

of the RCMP’s Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Detachment conducted an 
investigation into the illegal production 
of marijuana and seized more than 20,000 
plants from 96 outdoor sites throughout 
the West Kootenay/Boundary region.

Numerous samples were obtained 
from plants seized at the various sites 
to determine the average yield of the 
plants, some of which reached 14 
feet in height. Based on these figures, 
it is estimated that the seized plants 
would have produced approximately 
22,570 pounds of marijuana bud. The 
majority of the grow sites were located 
on Crown land and were unattended 
when discovered. In three instances 
search warrants were executed at grow 
operations located on private property. 

RCMP bust 96 outdoor grow ops this season
As a result, five individuals are facing a 
number of charges, including production 
of a controlled substance, under the 
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act.

“The amount of marijuana seized 
during this investigation clearly speaks 
to the extreme quantities produced 
in the West Kootenay/Boundary and 
throughout British Columbia,” said 
Inspector Nick Romanchuk, the Officer 
in Charge of Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Detachment. 
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Developing a sense of place...
Every now and again, I reflect upon the extraordinary circumstances 

that led me to this place, and the communities that I love so much. Jan 
and I were looking for a place to have a baby, and we had a friend with 
a place in Slocan City. The house had no electricity or running water, so 
we thought it was perfect. Our son was born in that house, with the help 
of a local midwife.

As summer changed to autumn that year, we came to the realization 
that we couldn’t go back to our jobs in the city. We looked around for places 
to rent, but couldn’t really find anything suitable. A few small miracles 
came together for us and we were able to buy a log home in Rosebery.

That sort of tied us to New Denver and area. 
It was an odd choice, buying that house. I was working in a community 

newspaper co-op when I met Jan. She was trying to put together a 
magazine.  We were building a life as publishers in Vancouver, before 
we came to the Slocan Valley.

We cobbled together an income based on seasonal work. I worked in 
local museums, mostly. Jan waitressed at the Wild Rose, taught French 
and Spanish, and worked for Mark Adams during tax season. We worked 
together publishing popular history books for tourists. We raised kids. It 
was a precarious living, much of the time, but we never went hungry.

I came to love my community and its residents, despite the fact that 
they always seem to be at loggerheads. These fundamental disagreements 
between people that I know and love, on both sides of almost any issue, 
became part of the warp and weft of my life.

We developed volunteer gigs. I joined the Sandon Historical Society, 
and have sat on the board for years. Jan joined the board of the local nursery 
school, and saw that organization through many transitions.

When Bonnie Greensword wanted to sell the Valley Voice, we were 
ready to buy. With the help of a Community Futures self-employment 
grant and a second mortgage on our house, and a little money from our 
parents, we became proud owners of our own newspaper. It’s probably a 
good thing. I really don’t have any other skills. Take me out of a newspaper, 
and I’m lost. I don’t trust myself to run a chainsaw, and I’m not really 
good at working for other people. I tend to have contrary opinions and 
priorities, which is never a good quality in an employee.

Over the years that we’ve had the Voice, I’ve come to know and love 
the other communities that we serve. Each one of them has a distinctive 
character, and each has its own issues that get people get worked up 
about. Try to have a conversation about the Hot Springs in Nakusp, the 
Community Forest in Kaslo, the condominium development in Slocan 
City, or Planning in the South Slocan Valley, and you’ll soon see what 
I mean.

I joined the Nakusp Rotary Club soon after buying the Valley Voice, and 
met a whole bunch of new friends there. I got to know the business owners 
and the local politicians, the characters that hang out in the coffeshops 
in Nakusp, Slocan City and Winlaw. Jan has developed friends all over 
the West Kootenay.

I’m not sure when, exactly, it happened, but I’ve become a part of 
communities as diverse and far-flung as Edgewood and Argenta, Nelson 
and Trout Lake City. I kind of like that.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice. continued on page 5

Valley 
negativity

A favourite activity when Valley 
people gather is to complain about 
government and other taxpayer-
funded services. So when I phoned 
YRB about the potholes on our road 
I wasn’t sure what to expect.

After the call I went for a 
motorcycle ride. When I returned 
three hours later, all the potholes 
were expertly filled, with the crew 
long gone. 

I think our negative attitude tends 
to obscure the fact that most services 
are well run and most workers do a 
good job.

Hans Wollenberg
Appledale

There are true 
heroines among us

Earlier this month a lady of our 
community really did something that 
shows a huge amount of care and 
compassion for our young people. 
Her son called her (with his cell 
phone) and asked her to come to a 
party he was at and take his truck 
keys. This may not sound like a big 
deal but to many of us with teens in 
our lives, we think this is HUGE. 
First of all, her son was comfortable 
enough to call, and second, he 
knew that he probably should not 
be driving.

June McMillan, we know you 
were not looking for any  kind of 
‘praise’ for going to the party and 
taking more keys than just your 
son’s. Your actions speak volumes 
and we just want to say thank you 
for caring so much and helping keep 
our youth and roads safe! 

Thank you so very much.
Sabrina George and friends

New Denver

Greenhouse 
petition was clear

After reading the New Denver 
council notes in the October 20 
issue, I’ve decided to write about 
Mr. Murphy’s comments to council.

I started a petition in opposition 
to the greenhouse on the school 
soccer fields because I feel it is a 
badly chosen place. I did not mislead 
or misrepresent the greenhouse 
petition; it was very clear. The 
petition stated very unmistakably 
that the undersigned did not want 
the greenhouse on the upper or lower 

The jumbo 
importance of 
the MDA

Through these many years of thicks 
and thins, fits and starts, and barrels 
and trunks full of money spent 
already on the proposed Jumbo 
Glacier Resort & Real Estate 
Development by the Province and 
the proponent, there has been no 
legally binding document. At any 
time the Province could have, and 
still can, say no to development and 
the proponent would be obliged to 
close his laptop and go away with 
no legal axe to grind.

The process has been long and 
drawn out, with more headaches for 
all involved than we care to count. 
The Environmental Assessment 
Office has given conditional approval 
twice. The Master Plan Agreement, 
which is essentially the schematic for 
the development, was signed several 
years ago. But no legal recourse has 
ever been available should either 
party decide to bow out.

Presently all the required 
hurdles have been completed - 
studies, inventories, consultations, 
discussions, conferences, papers 
submitted, specific documentations, 
open houses, public comments et al 
are being legally summarized and 
documented to become the official 
handshake between the two major 
parties in this ridiculous scheme.

That legally binding document, 
the Master Development Agreement 
(MDA), is nearly ready to be signed, 
or not signed, by government. We 
know the proponent has had pen 
in hand for decades. Should the 
MDA be signed, the next step for 
the proponent-cum-developer will 
be the acquiring of specific permits 

Green Party 
values political 
diversity

Back in July, Slocan resident 
Keith Newberry’s letter was 
published in the Valley Voice. In 
his letter Mr. Newberry urged the 
uniting of various political parties 
– including the Green Party – under 
one banner to fight the Liberals and 
Conservatives who, Newberry states 
“have merged with big business to 
form a corporate state.”

The Green Party of BC believes 
just as strongly in protecting political 
diversity as it does in preserving 
ecological diversity. The best 
decisions are reached when the 
most heads are put together to reach 
that decision. No one party or person 
has all the answers, but by working 
together differing viewpoints can 
reach solutions.

The par t ic ipat ion of  the 
German Green Party in a coalition 
government  es tabl ished the 
pioneering Renewable Energy Act, 
a system of incentives paid for by 
utilities to encourage hundreds of 
thousands of home owners and 
investors to build solar and wind 
power systems.

Thanks to the legislation, 
Germany gets 16 percent of its 
power from green sources, triple 
the level of 15 years ago, and wants 
to raise that to 30 percent by 2020. 
The law, passed by the SPD-Greens 
government in 2000, has been 

soccer fields. I also told people that 
both fields were used all the time. 
The lower field is used four out of 
five days of the week. I am keeping 
track because Mr. Murphy says it 
isn’t used. 

I can’t believe that the Village 
is going ahead with the greenhouse 
project with no thought to what the 
taxpayers and citizens think.

As far as the principal not hearing 
anything against the project, the 
petition was sent and received by the 
school board. Did they not forward a 
copy to the principal?

Wanda Palmer
New Denver

which will allow the development to 
get started – zoning approval, water 
licenses, etc.

The two MLAs charged with 
making this horrendously important 
and impactful decision need to hear 
from us ASAP! Let’s bury them in 
letters!

Y E S ,  J U M B O  W I L D 
FOREVER!  -  NO,  JUMBO 
RESORT!

-  Margaret  MacDiarmid, 
Minister of Tourism, Trade and 
Investment, PO Box 9071 – SPG, 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2; Margaret.
macdiarmid.mla@leg.bc.ca

- Peter Walters, Assistant Deputy 
Minister for Tourism Development, 
PO Box 9846 – SPG, Victoria, BC 
V8W 9T2; peter.walters@gov.bc.ca

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
West Kootenay Coalition for 

Jumbo Wild
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continued from page 4

On storytelling
Art Joyce’s account in the October 

20 Valley Voice of Dr. Jeffreys’ 
lecture in New Denver October 14 
is of considerable interest. But it is 
surprising that Jeffreys’ discussion 
betrays absolutely no awareness 
of the more than two centuries of 
serious folktale collection, study 
and theory. I have been a field and 
academic folklorist for about 40 
years, as well as a storyteller and can 
speak reliably. 

As to the ‘fossil history’ of 
storytelling, evidence of burial ritual 
in Neanderthal burials of a thousand 
centuries ago demonstrates the 
need for a narrative framework for 
such rites; he is right to note hints 
of Paleolithic storytelling, which 
Alexander Marshak’s work argued 
effectively at the turn of the 1980s; 
here, for example, in a combination 
of ritual and proto-scientific 
recordings of moon phases; and 
carvings representing two different 
seasons on the same object. These 
are complex ideas which, again, 
require story frameworks.

But it is reported that Jeffreys 
suggests that “evolutionary scientists 
are divided on the issue of exactly 
why humans developed storytelling 
skills since its function is unclear.” 
Worse, “Scientist Stephen Pinker has 
dismissed storytelling as ‘cheesecake 
for the mind,’ and thus ‘unworthy 
of study.’” Poor Pinker, for his 
ignorance; and poor Jeffreys, for 
being so easily misled. 

Of course storytelling “may be 
useful as a learning or teaching tool, 
or for creating a sense of inclusion 
within a group.” But it is naïve to 
suppose it has only one function or 
that its functions are ‘unclear.’ It is 
certainly a means of teaching, and 
that of a huge range of understandings 
at many different levels; and a 
device for expressing unification, 
since it expresses shared values and 

Miracles and 
mining disasters 
- response

First of all, I want to make 
it absolutely clear that I have 
no objection whatsoever to any 
literate human being attacking the 
statements of a Roman Catholic 
bishop. From time immemorial, 
starting with Judas Iscariot – a 
bishop in training – certain wearers 
of the purple, generation unto 
generation, have made complete 
asses of themselves, thus incurring 
the wrath or amusement of real 
Christians, and in many cases 
simply been sent to hell, as they 
also incurred the wrath of God. 
(I have in mind that interesting 
moment in history when  the entire 
bishops’ bench of Poland attacked 
J.K. Rowling, the author of Harry 
Potter, and I carried the rebuttal into 
the heart of the Vatican.) 

But in the very interesting 
letter of John Perkins, of Nakusp, 
in the October 20 edition of the 
Valley Voice, I see an odd lack of 
information about the statements 
of the Roman Catholic bishop of 
Copiapo, Chile, which I assume is 
the diocese containing the mine site 
which has recently, for the best of 
reasons, been so much an object of 
concern, and, may I say it, prayers on 
behalf of the miners? The bishop is 
alleged to have said “God has heard 
our prayers – let us give thanks.”

To g ive  h im h is  due ,  I 
acknowledge that Mr. Perkins 
does indeed quote some words 
from representatives of other 
denominations which seem self-
serving, and given the overwhelming 

Food security in 
the Kootenays

It is time we give our heads 
a shake. From what I read in the 
article, ‘Food Sovereignty in the 
Kootenays,’ it seems people love 
to gather and toss around a bunch 
of meaningless buzz words like 
‘globalization,’ ‘unsustainability,’ 
‘monopolization’ and ‘degradation 
of food.’ They accomplish nothing 
and certainly don’t fix the problem.

The video that was shown at the 
event, Food Inc, distorted the facts 
so badly they can hardly be called 
facts anymore. It may well be time 
that people here in the Kootenays 
left their TV sets and took a real 
trip across our country to see the 
thousands upon thousands of real 
family farms that do an excellent 
job of producing food in a humane 
way. What they show on those clips 
is the worst of the worst and no real 
food producer could stay in business 
if he ran an operation in that manner 
with so many sick and dead animals. 

It is time to take a proactive 
approach to our food situation. First 
of all, the issue needs to be stripped 
of all the politics and unjustifiable 
hatred for all corporations. That 
seems to be a favourite Kootenay 
pastime. Without corporations we 
would still be in the dark ages 
without automobiles, electricity, and 
the internet we love so well. 

The real reason we are reliant 
on corporations to provide us with 
food is because we (in the Kootenays 
more than anywhere else) have 
created our own food void that 
must be filled or we will starve. We 
produce only about 10 percent of our 
own food. Why is that? If we utilized 
the land base that we have right here, 
there would not be a major place for 
the corporate food market.

Mr. Atamanenko pointed the 
political finger at free trade. He 
should have aimed his guns at all 
levels of government, who make 
it so difficult for food producers to 
make a living.

I am working with a greenhouse 
group and if we build a temporary 
wooden frame greenhouse (30x96), 
the Regional District wants a 
$1,500 building permit plus 
structural engineering and approved 
foundations. We cannot slaughter a 
cow we raised on our farm and sell 
the meat to our neighbour. We can 
legally feed whiskey to our children, 
but it is illegal to feed them fresh 
milk from a cow. Farmers are being 
legislated out of business.

The other aspect is that we have 
become so socialized that we don’t 
even see the possibilities before us. 

evidence that it was indeed the 
skills of engineering that rescued 
the miners, I can see every reason 
for his annoyance. Only an idiot 
denies the gifts of science. But I 
see no evidence, on the basis of 
Mr. Perkins’ quote, that a Roman 
Catholic bishop has so betrayed his 
seminary education. 

Caspar Quintana, the bishop 
of Copiapo, simply said, “God 
has heard our prayers - let us give 
thanks.” There is no evidence given 
here whatsoever that the bishop 
was claiming a miracle; he was 
simply grateful for engineering 
science having been able to do its 
job. (We Canadians, of course, 
are especially proud because it 
was our guys who came up with 
the technology.) Anyone who has 
worked in complicated situations 
is very well aware that human 
intelligence, no matter how brilliant, 
sometimes falters, and often needs 
a little grace to get the job done. 
In these circumstances the sons of 
Mohammed have a lovely phrase: 
“Only Allah is perfect.”

To close, I must admit that John 
Perkins has brought me some lovely 
recollections. I was once rather 
fond of a very beautiful daughter 
of a miner from Springfield, Nova 
Scotia, and later, my wife and I 
sang Ewan McCalls’ mighty anthem 
to the victims of the Springfield 
disaster, in an evening dedicated to 
raising money for the victims. 

Once again, the Valley Voice 
proves itself uniquely relevant to 
essential elements of the spirit of 
the nation.

Ken Lamb
Nelson

understanding. It has long been a 
vehicle for, again, the expression 
of ideas we now class as scientific; 
North American indigenous tales, 
for example, abound in rich and 
deep expression of principles of 
environmental maintenance: they 
had to, if their tellers were to live on. 

But storytelling is also an art; 
and indeed a complex one, with a 
wide range of genres, styles, content, 
and underlying motifs, principles 
and archetypes. Storytelling is 
also a healing art, as most of its 
themes express through symbols 
profound means of recognizing, 
dealing with and realizing one’s 
own essential nature. For 170 years, 
anthropologists, ethnographers, and 
folklorists have understood that 
the creative traditions are the most 
powerful guide to understanding 
diverse cultures. Storytelling has not 
one or another ‘adaptive function,’ it 
has a host of them. It is only a poor 
scientist like Pinker who is unable 
to escape his narrow assumptions 
and discard as “cheesecake” the 
most ancient and one of the greatest 
human arts.

Rev. Mark Mealing, Ph.D, 
U. Pennsylvania 

Folkore and Folklife
Kaslo

adopted in more than 50 countries.
E l e c t e d  G r e e n  P a r t y 

representat ives have played 
important roles in recent elections 
in Australia, Sweden, and Britain. A 
Green Party candidate for president 
of Brazil recently received 19.33 
percent of the vote.

Many of the mainstream political 
parties – the Liberals, Conservatives 
and NDP – do not believe in working 
together with parties with differing 
viewpoints as all they are interested 
in is absolute power.

I urge Mr. Newberry and others 
to have a look at the Green Party of 
BC website at www.greenpartybc.
ca and learn about our guiding 
principles and our policies on issues 
like health care, the economy, and 
education. I hope he and other 
readers will agree now is not the 
time to merge the Greens with other 
parties to form a homogeneous slate.

Michael Jessen, Nelson
Executive Committee 

member, Green Party of BC

submitted
Finance Minister Colin Hansen 

and Parliamentary Secretary for HST 
Information John Les announced the 
creation of a new hub to coordinate 
the development and distribution of 
information about the Harmonized 
Sales Tax. 

The centre has been created to 
“help British Columbians access 
information about the HST so that 
they can have a meaningful dialogue 
and debate in the lead-up to the 
2011 referendum.” The NDP have 
condemned the centre as “a ridiculous 
waste of public funds and a further 
indication that they will do anything 
to avoid the truth.”

The information centre will 
begin on November 1 and will 

HST Information centre established by BC Liberals
provide  citizens with “a broad 
spectrum of information on why 
government introduced the HST, 
the benefits of the HST, and how the 
initiative vote will impact consumers, 
employees, employers and the 
provincial economy.” The NDP say 
it’s a further waste of money that 
includes the expense of the Premier’s 
television address, and earlier this 
year, $780,000 spent on glossy pro-
HST propaganda. 

“The government should be 
moving the referendum forward 
so that BC can have the economic 
certainty it needs to thrive,” said 
NDP house leader Mike Farnworth. 
“But instead the BC Liberals are 
squandering more funds in a desperate 
and pathetic attempt to change public 

opinion about a tax shift they lied 
about in the last election.” 

The office will be led by Tom 
Syer, former director of First Nations 
and corporate relations at a BC 
renewable energy company. Syer 
formerly worked in government as 
deputy chief of staff for policy co-
ordination and issues management, 
during which time he worked on 
government-wide initiatives and 
issues management, interacting 
extensively with both stakeholders 
and the public service. 

The Province will be conducting 
a province-wide initiative vote on 
the HST on September 24, 2011. The 
Premier has committed to acting on 
the results of the vote, based on a 
simple majority. 

We would rather sit and complain 
or go to a meeting. In the area of 
North Kootenay where I live, there 
is an easy 1,000 acres of top quality 
farmland within five miles of me 
that has been lying idle for the last 
10 - 20 years. 

Do you have any idea what 
1,000 acres will grow? Fourteen 
thousand tonnes of potatoes, 12,000 
tonnes of carrots, 10,000 tonnes of 
cabbage, 100,000 bales of hay, or 
it will feed 2,000 steers. That is the 
potential of the little region within 
only five miles of my house. If we 
take in all the other valleys here in 
the Kootenays – just think – we could 
feed everyone from Creston to Trail 
and still export food. 

From what I have read, Kaslo 
used to produce the finest cherries 
in the world. They were exported to 
Europe. Johnson’s Landing used to 
produce apples that were shipped all 
the way to England. 

Some of this land is private and 
the owners would welcome someone 
to make it productive. That gives 
two people incomes – the farmer 
and the tenant. But the Nature Trust, 
BC Hydro and Columbia Basin 
Trust have funded the purchase of 
huge areas of land for conservation 
purposes – some of it the best in the 
valley. However this land seems to 
be destined to be planted to cedar 
and hemlock. Much of this property 
is now doing nothing, but growing 
thistles. We cannot call ourselves 
environmentalists if we abandon our 
land to thistles and burdock. 

With the right incentives from 
all levels of government and the 
willingness of individuals to invest 
(in labour more than anything 
else), we could become totally 
food sufficient here in the West 
Kootenays. 

Let’s stop pointing fingers and 
just get out there and do something 
with what we have got. We are 
blessed with so many resources. 
Let’s use what we have and make this 
area what it can become. Let’s focus 
on the real issues – lack of vision and 
wasted land!

Len Trenholm
Meadow Creek
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SLOCAN LAKE 
STEWARDSHIP 

SOCIETY
3rd AGM

Nov 7 • 3 pm • Knox Hall

Come and learn what 
we’ve learned about 

the lake!

Guest Speaker: Jen Vogel A. AG.
asst. coordinator CKIPC

“Keeping Lake Biodiversity Alive 
– Stop the Invaders”

C-STORE/GAS BAR SUPERVISOR
SLOCAN VALLEY COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
The Slocan Valley Cooperative Association invites applications for the 

position of C-Store/Gas Bar Supervisor.

The successful candidate will be responsible for the operation of the 
C-Store/Gas Bar.

Applicants must possess excellent supervisory, interpersonal and 
communication skills. Preference will be given to those candidates with 
a proven background in the operation of a high-volume service station 

combined with excellent customer and employee relations.

The Slocan Valley Cooperative offers a competitive salary, 
comprehensive benefits package, and the opportunity for advancement.

Please submit a detailed resume with references to:

General Manager
Slocan Valley Cooperative Association

P. O. Box 10
Slocan Park, BC  V0G 2E0

We thank all applicants for their interest, 
but only those candidates selected for an 

interview will be contacted.

Host Families
Wanted!

Lucerne School in 
partnership with School 

District 6 is looking 
for home stay families 
to host international 

students.

If you wish to find out 
more on the rewards both 

intrinsic and financial, 
there will be a meeting at 
the school on Thursday 

November 4th at 6.30 pm.

For further information 
contact:

 Natasha Miles, 
Principal, 250 358 7222

by Jan McMurray
• Before calling the meeting to order, 

Mayor Madeleine Perriere announced 
that this was CAO Shana Paivarinta’s 

Slocan council, October 18: CAO retires after two years of service 
last day of work at the Village of Slocan. 

The mayor said that when Paivarinta 
was hired two years ago, it was “a time 
of confusion” and the new CAO worked 
hard “to put the Village back in order.” 
After a few months on the job, Paivarinta 
discovered how to save the Village quite 
a bit of money on the auditor, insurance 
and telephone bills. The mayor also said 
that the CAO gave council members “the 
right tools to make our job easier,” was a 
team player and always concerned about 
the best interests of the Village.

With tears in her eyes, Mayor 
Perriere said, “We are sad to see her go 
and wish her the best. We will miss you. 
You have served our Village very well.”

Later in the meeting, Marla Olson 
from Nelson was appointed as Corporate 
and Financial Officer effective October 
25 until a new CAO is hired. Olson has 
acted in this capacity for Slocan before, 
during the period before Paivarinta 
was hired. The Village has entered into 
contracts with Olson and with Janet 
Postlethwaite to perform administrative 
duties while council recruits a new CAO.

• Marc Septav attended on behalf 
of Debri Resources (out of Nelson) to 

give an update on the fuel management 
project in Slocan. He said 60-70 percent 
of the workers were from the local 
area. They had been working in the 
area behind the mayor’s house and in 
the Village park area where the trail 
network is, reducing fuels on the forest 
floor, pruning, thinning out stands, and 
reducing crown closure. This should 
keep a fire on the ground and prevent 
it from climbing into the crowns of the 
trees, where it is next to impossible to 
control. He said they would be burning 
some of the waste wood, and invited 
anyone having difficulty with the smoke 
to call him. Septav also said this was 
only a small portion of all the land in 
the Slocan area that needs treatment, and 
he hoped the program could continue in 
future. Tyson from Winlaw, also working 
on the project, said they could only treat 
public land, and hoped their work would 
inspire private landowners to treat their 
private property.

• Lauren Galanes and Jamie Assini 
from Uncommon Ground Farm and 
Landscape attended to speak about the 
landscaping work they have completed 
on the Village office grounds. They 
have created a “rain garden,” designed 
to capture the rainwater from the roof of 
the building, thereby reducing the need 
for irrigation. The plants were chosen for 
drought tolerance, and no fertilization 
will be needed.

• RDCK Chief Building Official 
Max Hoedeman attended to speak about 
the building bylaw. He explained that 
the Village of Slocan and other Villages 
in the RDCK were now participants in 
the RDCK building inspection service, 
and were no longer contracting out to 
the RDCK to provide the service. With 
this change, it has been proposed that 
all participants operate under the same 
building bylaw. If the same bylaw 
applies throughout, there will be less 
likelihood of errors leading to litigation. 
Hoedeman said Slocan’s building bylaw 
was “almost word for word identical to 
the RDCK bylaw, so there wouldn’t be 
a significant change.” He asked council 
to provide him with comments by the 
end of October.

• Council agreed to hold a public 
meeting on dog control enforcement as 
a way of getting more public feedback 
on the issue.

Councillor McGreal corrected the 

misconception that two dog owners had 
given up their pets because they could 
not afford the fines. McGreal said no one 
had given up their pets for this reason, but 
two dogs had been given up to the SPCA 
willingly. She also said the SPCA has a 
‘no kill’ policy.

• Public Works Foreman Tim Hill 
reported that the membranes in the 
water plant have come to the end of 
their life. Their life expectancy is seven 
to ten years, and these have been in 
service for eight years. Last year, two 
of the 28 membranes were replaced at 
a cost of $3,300 each. Hill was pleased 
to report that the price had gone down; 
he got a quote recently for $2,846 each, 
coming to a total of about $74,000 for 
the 26 that are needed. Council directed 
staff to transfer $70,000 from the Land 
Sale Reserve Fund to purchase the 
26 membranes, and to report back on 
financing future water membranes and 
replenishing the Land Sale Reserve 
Fund.

The foreman also reported that he 
removed four cars during the recent 
boulevard clean-up, and would be 
removing a fifth one soon. 

• Slocan Holdings Ltd. sent a letter 
asking for a meeting with council 
regarding the development of Fitz 
Avenue. In her staff report, CAO 
Paivarinta states that the company has 
been made aware of the two options 
available to them (they can pay for the 
development of the road up front, or 
the condo residents can pay a parcel 
tax to repay the Village for the costs 
to develop the road) and has asked 
for a written response from Slocan 
Holdings. Council passed a resolution 
to ask Slocan Holdings to write to 
council with any new information 
or other options with respect to Fitz 
Avenue prior to scheduling a meeting. 
Councillor McGreal added that this was 
the subject of litigation and no meeting 
should be considered until the litigation 
is concluded.

•  WE Graham School and 
Community Centre has proposed to 
partner with the Village to apply for the 
‘Schools Community Connections’ grant 
to create a multi-purpose seniors’ centre 
in one of the school’s unused classrooms. 
The grant funding would be used to 
renovate a classroom and purchase 
equipment and materials needed for 
programming. It would not cover any 
operational costs. Council agreed to the 
partnership, as long as the Village would 
not be expected to provide for any future 
operational and/or programming costs.

• Council received a letter from 
Glenda Zwer, director and spokesperson 
for the Slocan Village Rate Payers 
and Business Licencees Association, 
requesting a meeting with council and 
a copy of the letter received from a 
law firm at the last meeting regarding a 
ticketing bylaw. 

The letter explains that the group 
has chosen two issues of concern, which 
are a ticketing bylaw and cleaning up the 
town. It says the group wants to bring its 
concerns to council to try to have them 
resolved, and does not want to criticize 
or become involved in the politics of the 
town. “We are not against any mayor 
or council, or even any person, but just 
want transparency and honesty from all 
parties.”

Council directed staff to provide 

the group with the letter from the law 
firm about a ticketing bylaw and invited 
the association to present their issues to 
council at the next regular meeting.

• Councillor Elliott gave a report on 
RDCK and Regional Hospital Board 
business. It has been brought to the 
hospital board’s attention that the Nelson 
and Trail hospitals will need major 
upgrading in 10-15 years, or a new 
regional hospital will have to be built. 
The board is faced with the decision of 
whether to start taxing people now in 
order to save up for this, or to borrow 
at the time, which would likely result 
in a sharp tax increase. Board members 
have been asked to come back with a 
resolution from their councils. Slocan 
council decided to ask the IHA and the 
hospital board for more information 
before considering a resolution on the 
matter.

• During public time, Bernadette B. 
Robichaud said she wanted to correct 
something written by Jan McMurray in 
the last council report published in the 
Valley Voice of September 22. She said 
she did not ask for clarification as stated 
in the report, but rather she asked why 
council was considering selling laneways 
and wondered if it had anything to 
do with the fence across the laneway 
adjacent to Councillor Elliott’s property. 
Following her question, another resident 
had made a comment about “bullying” 
in relation to the fenced laneway. “If it 
makes me a bully for asking a question 
about this, I have nothing to be ashamed 
of,” Robichaud said. 

• Ray Caouette told the mayor that 
she broke the law so she should resign. 
He said that 90% country-wide felt she 
should resign. “We have the intent of 
applying to the Supreme Court tomorrow 
to have you removed as mayor,” he 
said. Many of the 30-35 people present 
scoffed at Caouette’s remarks.

Mayor Perriere reiterated her written 
statement from the last meeting: “If 
anyone feels I should resign, please 
contact me.” She said she cannot imagine 
that people from the other side of the 
country are interested in the issues in 
Slocan.

• Cory Traenenberg commented that 
council was elected not long ago, had 
a steep learning curve, and “I deeply 
appreciate the work you do for this 
town – I think it’s admirable.” The room 
erupted in applause.

Another man told the mayor that 
she had the support of 90% of the people 
in Slocan.
RCMP investigate vehicle 
crimes in South Slocan
submitted

Nelson RCMP are investigating 
a rash of property-related offenses 
targeting vehicles in the South Slocan 
area. The crimes range from mischief, 
theft from vehicles and attempting to 
steal vehicles. RCMP are warning the 
public about leaving their vehicles 
parked for extended periods of time, 
specifically in and around the ‘park and 
ride’ area at the intersection of Highways 
3A and 6 commonly referred to as ‘the 
junction.’ The crimes are occurring at 
all hours and have not been limited to 
night-time hours.

If anyone has any information about 
these incidents they are asked to call 
Nelson RCMP at 250-352-2156 or 911 
if it is a crime in progress. 
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GROCERY/LIQUOR SUPERVISOR
SLOCAN VALLEY COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
The Slocan Valley Cooperative Association invites applications for the 

position of Grocery/Liquor Supervisor.

The successful candidate will be responsible for the operation of the 
Grocery and Liquor Store.

Applicants must possess excellent supervisory, interpersonal and 
communication skills. Preference will be given to those candidates 

with a proven background in the operation of a high-volume retail store 
combined with excellent customer and employee relations.

The Slocan Valley Cooperative offers a competitive salary, 
comprehensive benefits package, and the opportunity for advancement.

Please submit a detailed resume with references to:

General Manager
Slocan Valley Cooperative Association

P. O. Box 10
Slocan Park, BC  V0G 2E0

We thank all applicants for their interest, 
but only those candidates selected for an 

interview will be contacted.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Winter Hours
Effective 

November 1 
Open daily: 8:30 am 

to 7:30 pm
Closed: Mondays

Slocan City • 355-2663

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

INVITATION TO OCP & ZONING REVIEW 
& TOWN HALL MEETING

The Village of New Denver is preparing to review and amend 
Bylaw 611, 2007 (Official Community Plan) and Bylaw 621, 
2007 (Zoning Bylaw), copies of which are available for 
inspection at the Village Office, weekdays between 8:00 am 
and 4:00 pm.

In accordance with Section 879 of the Community Charter, 
residents of the Village of New Denver are invited to attend 
a public meeting on Thursday, November 18, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m. in Knox Hall to provide public input regarding issues that 
residents or property owners would like to see addressed in the 
Official Community Plan or Zoning Bylaw.  Council will also be 
advising residents of the required changes that will be made 
to the Village of New Denver’s Official Community Plan as a 
result of the Climate Action Charter. 

Following the OCP and Zoning Review, Council invites 
members of the public to participate in a Town Hall Meeting, 
which will provide Council and residents an opportunity to 
discuss issues and concerns in the village that they would like 
to see addressed.

				    Carol Gordon, CMC
				    Administrator

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

by Art Joyce
Councillor Bell asked to discuss 

minutes from the previous meeting and 
said she was shocked when she saw the 
decision to renovate the Village hall. 
Mayor Everett explained that the funds 
are coming from leftover money from 
grants. Acting CAO Elaine Rogers said 
this time of year money that hasn’t been 
used from prior projects can be allocated 
to new projects. Councillor Bell said 
she’d like to have had all of council 
around the table to make that decision. 
Both Councillors Bell and Barber were 
away when the vote was held at a special 
meeting October 7 to spend the money. 
The mayor and acting CAO said the 
meeting was advertised. 

“This is a major expenditure that 
came totally out of the blue,” said 
Councillor Barber. “There was no prior 
warning that we were thinking of doing 
renovations on the hall. It was my 
belief that if anything was going to be 
renovated next, it would have been the 
gallery. I’m not sure the taxpayers of 
Silverton would approve of such short 
notice on such a major expense.” 

Barber was concerned that due 
process be followed when making 
decisions involving major expenditures, 
including competitive tendering and 
possibly even consultation with 
taxpayers.  “We haven’t had enough 
notice both for council and the people of 
Silverton. I want to make sure that we’re 
getting maximum value for our money.” 
The mayor said there was no intention 
of “slipping one through,” and that due 
process had been followed. 

“Was it not council’s express view 
that council’s next priority was the 
gallery?” asked Barber. “It is the next 
priority of council in the context of 
the annual budget,” answered Mayor 
Everett. “We invited the gallery society 
to the facilities meeting and there is 
money set aside. This was surplus money 
that was left over that could be used for 

Silverton council, October 19: Council debates Village office renovation
the renovation.” 

Acting CAO Rogers pointed out 
that the last time money had been spent 
on the Village hall was in 1983, except 
for the new security system in 2007. She 
explained that the $22,000 renovation 
budget was comprised of monies left 
over from unused funds budgeted for 
CAO Ida to attend a training course; 
casual summer labour that was never 
hired (no applications were received); 
capital expenditures for office furniture; 
and a community development grant for 
2010. Money for gallery repairs has been 
budgeted for two years but the Village 
has not received any formal applications 
or estimates from the gallery society. 

Rogers responded to Councillor 
Barber’s concerns about tendering by 
explaining that she sought estimates 
for new windows from four different 
sources. She had been waiting for the 
estimates since September. Previous 
attempts to get quotes from local 
electricians for other Village projects had 
only resulted in obtaining one estimate, 
hence the decision to hire Jacob Butt. 
His work was fast, efficient and solved 
a previously unknown problem with the 
hot water tank leaking into the crawl 
space. The three construction workers 
for the renovation had been hired this 
summer to do work on the arena and 
campground washroom; they were kept 
on the Village payroll. 

• President Daryl Beninger of Strata 
Corp N36 Silver Cove attended as 
a delegation to discuss the issue of 
snow clearing for the subdivision, and 
preservation of the old mining shed. 
Beninger says he wrote a letter to all the 
strata members asking for input. Barry 
Morrison answered that he felt it was 
important to save the shed as a reminder 
of Silverton’s mining history. Mayor 
Everett said the Village had no desire 
to see it taken down. “My intention 
working with the strata was to beautify 
that entrance to the subdivision and 

make it attractive as possible.” Beninger 
proposed writing a cheque for $200 to 
cover snow removal for this winter and 
council voted to accept.

• In the mayor’s report Mayor 
Everett said that he is working with 
Memorial Hall manager Sue Mistretta to 
come up with new ideas for hall rentals 
to get more usage during winter/spring 
months. A brochure for the hall is in 
draft stage. 

• Councillor Main reported that she 
attended a meeting of the new Silverton-
New Denver Trail Society; and that 
the greenhouse feasibility study is still 
searching for a location. A letter from the 
trail society requested the Village appoint 
a liaison; Councillor Barber volunteered.

• Councillors Bell and Johnson 
will attend the upcoming conference 
Small Towns Big Risks on public risk 
management; the expense was budgeted.

• Council voted to invite the RDCK 
to hold one of its regular board meetings 
in Silverton in 2011.

submitted by Ron Scroggins
New Denver area resident Ron 

Scroggins went to Bonneville Flats 

Report from the Bonneville Salt Flats  2010
for the races again this summer. Here 
is his report.

At Speedweek, August 14, I 

crewed for my friend Derek 
McLeish on his sidecar streamliner 
‘SilverRod.’ We were very lucky, 
and set two records: going 190 MPH 
with the Duvati 748 cc v-twin; and 
155 mph inside a Honda 500 cc 
4-cylinder.

It was a great week of racing, 
with all the excitement and drama 
that make landspeed racing the great 
amateur sport that it is.

After a trip over to Oregon to 
fetch the Bad Boys 36’ Indian Racer 
and crew, I returned to the Salt Flats 
for the BUB Motorcycle Speed 
Trials August 28 to September 2.

Having never actually ridden the 
new sidecar rig with snowmobile 

motor, It was a week of learning 
how to, and what not to do. The 
bike handles great, and went like 
stink! The best speed was 101 mph 
with a return run of 95 mph, for an 
average of 97 mph with 135 lbs. of 
ballast added to the sidecar. I am 
very pleased with this performance, 
and with the gear changes and some 
more fine tuning by Chris Fox at 
Hole Shot Originals, another 20 or 
30 mph shouldn’t be out of our reach 
next year!

The big magic for me was the 
way people reacted to the David 
Bradley walk-behind tractor body 
I used for the sidecar fender. Last 
fall, I acquired it from my longtime 
friend Mark. Last summer at the 
Kaslo Show and Shine, Mark saw 
the bike and told me it needed the 
tractor body. The next I heard, Mark 

had died suddenly, and I knew what 
had to happen on the day of his 
Memorial. I mounted the little tractor 
body on the motorcycle and just like 
Mark said, it worked.

I’d like to thank my great 
sponsors: Chris and Diane at Hole 
Shot Originals. If you ride fast and 
need it to last, they are the people you 
need to know; Doug and Shay Fisher 
at Glacier View Petro-Can. They’ve 
always got my back, coming and 
going; Dr Glue for graphics, odds 
n ends.

Sidecar with rider – next year? 

Ron Scroggins is once again setting records at Bonneville Flats.



The Valley Voice  November 3, 20108 NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

CMH Heli-Skiing
We have an immediate opening for a skilled worker to join our Maintenance team 
at Galena Lodge; a high end back-country operation located near Trout Lake, BC.  
This year-round position involves supervising the day-to-day upkeep of the lodge, 
as well as long term maintenance. 

Preferred skills and experience
•	 diesel engine maintenance
•	 small engine repair
•	 electrical, plumbing or a ticket/degree in a related field
•	 ability to do some heavy lifting 
•	 OH&S Level 1 First Aid and Transportation Endorsement
•	 self motivated and hands-on mutli-tasker
•	 committed to delivering outstanding guest services 
•	 skier/boarder/hiker

If you have the right skills and experience and are willing to meet the demands of 
a complex high-end tourism operation, please send your resume to:

Bud Wenzel
Canadian Mountain Holidays
Box 1660, Banff AB T1L 1J6
bwenzel@cmhinc.com

Interviews will be on-going. 
Deadline for applications Nov. 5, 2010 Skills Link Facilitator Position(s) Available

Due to an increase in programming, Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services (ASLCS) has four potential temporary Employment Services 
Positions available. 

	 • Skills Link Facilitators (2 positions) 

	 • Employment Counsellor (1 position) 

	 • Employment Assistant (1 position) 

Primarily, we are seeking facilitators to deliver a youth employment program 
in Nakusp. It is possible that positions both as an Employment Counsellor 
and/or Employment Assistant (reception) may become available as a result 
of hiring the Facilitators. If you are interested in these positions, please call 
(250) 265.3318 to obtain a job description. Salary is commensurate with 
experience and may include a comprehensive benefit package. 

These positions are dependent upon funding approval and the application 
deadline is 4:00pm on November 15, 2010. The tentative dates for these 
positions: November 22, 2010 – March 25, 2011 

Please send your resume and cover letter including three references by 
mail or in person to: 

	 Employment Services Hiring Committee 
	 Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services 
	 Box 100 
	 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

by Art Joyce
Councillor Mueller noted in the hot 

spring manager’s report that a Village-
owned vehicle had been stolen at Best 
Western Inn in Mission, BC while a hot 
springs employee was attending pool 
operator training. Although the truck was 
later recovered, Mueller wondered why 
the vehicle was used for this purpose. 
Mayor Hamling answered that it was 
determined to be cheaper than other 
travel options. Mueller wondered if the 
Village should have an economy vehicle 
available for such uses. CAO Lafleur 
noted that ICBC is still assessing the 
truck and if it needs to be replaced, the 
new vehicle must conform to council’s 

Nakusp council, October 26: council debates Village vehicle purchasing policy
purchasing policy mandating ‘greener’ 
vehicles. Councillor Leitch said he’d 
like to see some discussion of the waste 
management issues for batteries from 
hybrid vehicles. Council voted to bring 
forward its policy on staff vehicle use 
for review.

• Council discussed renewal of 
the service contract with the Nakusp 
and District Chamber of Commerce. 
Councillor Mueller was concerned that 
cost increases be factored in before 
renewing the contract, possibly at two 
percent annually. Councillor Leitch 
pointed out that the Chamber is supposed 
to provide the Village with quarterly 
statistics, and has yet to do so. Council 
voted to send a letter to the Chamber 
asking for these statistics before the 
contract is renewed. 

• Councillor Mueller said she will 
attend the November 1 unveiling of the 
Resource Recovery Plan for the Regional 
District to be held at the Legion Hall. She 
read out an excerpt from the plan noting 
that the Nakusp landfill is currently the 
smallest one operated by the RDCK. 

During the next year the regional district 
will cease landfill operations here and 
instead bring a compactor to the site 
so that waste can be transferred to the 
Ootischenia site. A composting facility 
will be added but mixed waste will no 
longer be accepted. “In the end it will 
be cheaper for the taxpayers,” said the 
mayor, “and we’ll actually be using less 
carbon that way.” 

• Council discussed a letter from 
the Province to the Regional District 
regarding BC Hydro payments in lieu 
of taxes, recommending that these 
funds go into the general administration 
account instead of the Community 
Development fund. Mayor Hamling 
said she is concerned that such a move 
could mean less money coming to the 
Village. The mayor will seek clarification 
and advise the RDCK that the Village is 
opposed to the idea. 

• Mayor Hamling reported on the 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital board discussion regarding 
a proposal to establish a reserve fund 
through taxation for a future regional 

hospital facility. The mayor said the 
proposal would cost the Village an 
additional 1.5 percent in taxes. “If we 
knew we needed the facility and how 
much it would cost, then it would be 
easier to ask people to pay more taxes.” 
Councillor Leitch said many Nakusp 
residents get their medical services in the 
Okanagan so he felt the benefits to the 
community of a regional facility might 
be few. CAO Lafleur said the WKBRH 
board doesn’t need to go to referendum 
to raise taxes to raise its reserve funds. 
Council’s consensus was that the mayor 
vote against the proposal. 

• Minutes of the Committee of 
the Whole meeting of October 18 
were brought forward, noting that 
council recommended staff review 
water rates for areas outside Nakusp 
and have the CAO report on water 
bylaw enforcement in these areas. 

Council further recommended that 
Delterra Engineering be requested to 
prepare a plan for water expansion to 
the north side of the Kuskanax bridge, 
with recommendations as to phases and 
costs. This would include metering, a 
dual water system and low flush toilets. 
Delterra will also be asked to apply to 
UBCM for a groundwater protection 
plan grant.

• The mayor noted that non-treaty 
dam storage meetings are being held in 
Revelstoke and Castlegar but that she 
would like to see one held in Nakusp. 
Council agreed that it could make a huge 
difference to Arrow Lakes water levels 
and voted to send a letter requesting a 
meeting.

• Nakusp Hot Springs has won a 
silver award in the Kootenay Business 
Magazine 13th annual Best of Business 
Readers’ Choice Awards. 

submitted
On Sunday October 10 the first 

and most definitely not the last annual 
Harvest Fest Celebrate the Apple took 
place at Halcyon Hot Springs Village 
and Spa.

Local vendors offered fresh 
vegetables, paintings, jewelry, stained 
glass art work, pottery, woodwork, books 
and homemade bath products. 

Despite the dreary weather, everyone 
kept their spirits high sipping on hot 
apple cider, freshly squeezed apple juice 
and enjoying a delicious pig roast created 
by Executive Chef Tyler Leeson, while 
listening to the outstanding live music 
played by our own local talent Aidan 
McLaren-Caux and Caelen Starblanket 

First annual Harvest Fest at 
Halcyon whets appetites for next year

Larocque. 
There was also a charity raffle for the 

Nakusp Food Bank, which raised $140, 
and contests for the best looking and 
the best tasting apple pie. Judges for the 
contest were guests attending the festival.

Winners of the best looking apple 
pie were Tyler Leeson (first place) and 
Jessica Harper and Kyla Seipp (second 
place). Winners of the best tasting apple 
pie were Louise Reiter (first place) and 
Jessica Harper and Kyla Seipp (second 
place). First place winners received a 
gift certificate for a two-night stay in a 
Village King Chalet, and second place 
winners received a gift certificate for 
a one-night stay in a Studio Suite at 
Halcyon Hot Springs Resort.

Despite inclement weather, everyone lined up for Chef Leeson’s roast pig.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

HELLO BABY II:
THE BABY 

STRIKES BACK!
THE KOOTENAY TOUR
written and performed by

LUCAS MYERS
Visit pilotcopilot.com for 

venue details 

Forestry:
Challenges and Opportunities

Wed Nov 3, 7 p.m.
Nakusp Seniors’ Hall
Panel Discussion

With Panelists
Geoff Bekker, Woodlands Manager for 
Nakusp office of Interfor,
Jesper Nielsen, General Manager for 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest
Cam Leitch, Councillor, Village of Nakusp
Dan Weibe, Owner/manager Box Lake 
Lumber Products

A wide range of experience and 
perspective to help us understand what 
is happening in forestry and where 
opportunities may lie.

See you there!
Contact Information:
Bob Toews 265-9951
Laurie Page 265-4542
Kim Reich 265-3839

These are the second in a series of meetings by 
Nakusp and Arrow Lakes Economic Summit

sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust, Nakusp and Area Development 
Board, and Nakusp and District Chamber of Commerce

Operation Christmas Child gives you the opportunity to make 
this Christmas brighter for a needy child. Now in its 20th year, 
this project of Samaritan’s Purse allows you as a family to 
send a message of love and compassion to children in crisis 
areas of the world.
We welcome the opportunity to join with you to bring a gift 
of hope, faith and compassion to a needy child this year.To 
take part in this exciting program, ask for a brochure from 
the Operation Christmas Child Co-ordinators, the Nakusp 
General Store. By joining together with Operation Christmas 

Child, you can share the true meaning 
of Christmas with millions of precious 
children.

Shoe boxes available at 
Nakusp General Store

302 Broadway St., Nakusp
Ph: 265-3444

Nakusp General Store once again presents
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

DEADLINE: NOV. 19, 2010

by Jan McMurray
About 80 people came out to 

the Nakusp Seniors Hall on October 
27 to learn the basics of community 
economic development with Victor 
Cumming of Vernon, who has 30 years 
experience in the field. This was the 
first in a series of sessions organized by 
the Committee of Nakusp and Arrow 
Lakes Economic Summit, sponsored 
by the local Chamber of Commerce.

Cumming’s objectives were to 
create common language around 
community development “so you 
know where you agree and disagree” 
and to provide frameworks that “help 
you organize what you understand 
and don’t understand. A systematic 
approach saves time and energy and 
more people stay on the bus,” he said.

After introducing a few economic 
terms to create the common language, 
he outlined the key ingredients needed 
for local economic development. He 
encouraged residents to look at the key 
ingredients and consider, “For Nakusp, 
what are the gaps and what do we do 
to fill them in?” The key ingredients 
are: human development (people need 
the knowledge to do the job, whether 
it be fishing, logging, etc.); equity and 
debt financing (both are needed to 
start a business); infrastructure (i.e. 
phone, internet); planning and research 
(real, up-to-date and usable as investor 

Nakusp and Arrow Lakes Economic Summit kicks off with the basics of community economic development
information); promotion and brokering 
(someone has to sell it).

Cumming said that while you’re 
working on economic development, 
you must also work on community 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e 
human/social aspect of economic 
development. This involves building 
leadership in the community; building 
the organizational capacity to do things 
(not to plan, but to do); building the 
ability for the community to come 
together and make decisions; and 
building the values and attitudes that 
make people feel like ‘we’re all in this 
together.’ “You have to care about each 
other,” he said.

Once the key ingredients for local 
economic development and community 
development are in place, “now we want 
to do something,” said Cumming, and 
gave the order in which things should 
be done. First, plug the leaks. Leaks 
happen when money is made inside 
the community but is spent outside the 
community. Second, support existing 
business. Cumming said 80 percent of 
new jobs come from existing businesses, 
so advised maintaining and growing 
existing businesses before looking 
elsewhere. Third, encourage people 
already living in the community to start 
new enterprises. “They are already here 
– they understand the community and 
want to be here,” he said. Fourth, recruit 

business from elsewhere. This one came 
with a warning from Cumming: “This is 
very difficult. This is hard for Surrey, so 
it will be very hard for the Arrow Lakes. 
Don’t invest too much here.” 

Underlying this ‘doing’ piece is 
building local organizational capacity – a 
recurring theme throughout the session. 
“If you don’t have local organizational 
capacity to move on an opportunity, 
you will lose the opportunity because 
you are spending all your time on this. 
This is critical – to be in front of the 
wave instead of behind the wave,” said 
Cumming.

Next, he showed a diagram of the 
‘venure development funnel’ – a way 
to vet potential ventures in order to 
prioritize them. “Your most important 
idea is the one the community will get 
behind and make happen,” he said. 
“You need a process so decisions are 
made consistently. Get the values in 
at the front end. Let’s do the ones we 
all agree with.” Cumming mentioned 
Nakusp’s Tourism Strategy here, saying 
it is “way too much.” He encouraged the 
community to prioritize the ideas in the 
strategy using this funnelling model.

In conclusion, Cumming said 
Nakusp and Arrow Lakes needs to do 
six things. One, use common language 
for community economic development 
activities, and use common frameworks 
and use them consistently. Two, create 

an economic development vision. “Do 
one that everyone likes and that works 
for Nakusp. Nakusp is different – work 
on the positive side of this.” Three, 
prepare an economic development 
strategy with an action plan. Four, create 
a selection process for potential projects. 
Five, establish the organizational 
capacity with the authority to act. 
He said this organization should be 
legally structured and is often either a 
society or a corporation, with mandates 
around establishing key enterprises and 
providing support to businesses. “You 
have to go from coordinating to doing, 
so you have to be incorporated and 
given the authority to act.” Six, identify 
champions and support them. “It’s easy 
to nit and pick the people who do things, 
but find ways to support those who go 
out and give it a shot,” he said.

During one of the group exercises 
at the session, several potential business 
opportunities were identified for the 
Nakusp area. Among them were; a river 
cruise, a road bike tour, cheese making, 
a year-round covered market, a local 
energy project, a sign shop, bike and ski 
rentals, seniors services, a fuel station 
and restaurant at the marina, promote 
Nakusp as a healing centre, train youth 
in trades, train youth in backcountry 
guiding, promote eco-tourism, develop 
a hemp industry.

submitted
Audiences who split a gut laughing 

to Lucas Myers’ production Hello Baby 
will be glad to know he’s back in the 
valley with a new production, Hello 
Baby II: The Baby Strikes Back. Be sure 
to check it out Saturday, November 6 
at the Silverton Gallery, doors at 7 pm, 
show at 7:30; Friday, November 12 at the 
Vallican Whole; or November 19, 20 at 
the Langham in Kaslo. Tickets available 
at the door. 

Although Hello Baby II wants 
to masquerade as a sequel, Myers 
explains, the first show was about the 
birthing process and this one explores 
the trials and tribulations of parenthood 
through four characters. The new show 
discusses the question of what compels 
us to procreate when there are so many 
aspects about it that are uncomfortable, 
such as sleep deprivation. 

To illustrate his observations on 
parenthood the character Cliv uses 
an overhead projector and a rap song 
called ‘Fight for Your Life.’ Randy the 
Benevolent Redneck has a segment 
discussing taking care of your lady and 
how to put your kids to bed. Myers says 

Lucas Myers returns to valley with Hello Baby II
these details aren’t always discussed 
in parenting workshops but “we’ve all 
experienced them as parents.” Steven the 
Art Star will be making an appearance, 
examining what parenthood is and where 
it came from. “It’s very much a modern 
construct; it didn’t exist 200 years ago,” 
says Myers. 

Hello Baby II also comically 
examines the question of what happens 
when someone who can barely function 
on their own has to suddenly be 
responsible for someone else. The 
evening is rounded out by Torvald the 
ex-Sex Machine, reprising his role from 
Hello Baby I. This character is a sex 
therapist who examines the challenges 
of living with not just one or two but 
four children and sings a song about his 
vasectomy called ‘Goodbye Little Gu’y 
and ‘The Time Management Blues.’ 

Myers will be performing with a 

Yamaha electronic keyboard, electric-
acoustic guitar, a ukelele, and singing an 
acapella number by Steven the Art Star 
called ‘It’s Cause of My Parents.’ 

Hello Baby II will be appearing at 
other West Kootenay venues, including 
Saturday, November 13 at the Gray 
Creek Hall; November 26 at Ymir Hall; 
and November 27 in Argenta Hall.  

Comedian Lucas Myers returns to the Slocan Valley 
and Kaslo with his new one-man show, Hello Baby II. 
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Silverton Building Supplies is 
also adding an extra 10% discount 

on all window orders placed 
between Oct. 15 - Nov. 13

by Cedra Eichenauer
Ballet Kelowna ended 

a 15-year ballet drought in 
Nakusp, bringing Aspects of 
Love to the auditorium on 
October 23. Artistic Director 
David LaHay opened the 
e v e n i n g  w i t h  a  b r i e f 
description of some of the 
different types of love which 
inspired the theme – romantic 

Ballet Kelowna performs Aspects of Love in Nakusp auditorium
love between people, dancers’ 
love of dance, the audiences’ 
love of dancers, to mention 
a few.

David  gave a  shor t 
introduction to each piece, 
telling us where the dance 
came from and some history of 
the music and choreography. 
The first number was the 
Peasant Pas de Deux from Act 

I of the classic Giselle, danced 
by Raelynn Heppell and Davin 
Luce. They were both in 
peasant dress – brown vests 
with cream tights and skirt. 
This piece was traditional 
ballet, carefully modified to 
fit the small stage.

T h e  s e c o n d  p i e c e , 
Romanza, was set to seven of 
Chopin’s mazurkas. LaHay’s 

choreography showed us the 
young people of a previous 
century who gathered in 
ballrooms, dressed in their 
best suits, gowns, and jewels, 
to dance, flirt and be seen. 
The men wore soft grey and 
white ‘suits’ with cut-away 
jackets, and the women were 
in rich red dresses. All six 
dancers took part, sometimes 
as couples, sometimes in 
threes. The scenes for one 
man between two ladies, or a 
single lady accompanied by 
two men gave gentle humour 
to the situation; the two 
competing for the attentions 
of the ‘single’ with grace and 
skill.

After the intermission, 
LeHay introduced stage within, 
commissioned by Ballet 
Kelowna, choreographed by 
Simone Orlando, music by 
Stu Goldberg. Again, all six 
dancers took part. Christine 
Cecchini danced the lead role, 
supported by Brett Trach. The 
dancer portrayed by Christine 
started out dancing classic 
pieces with the whole group, 
then withdrew into solo and 
duet pieces with Brett which 
clearly spoke of her love of 
dance and performance, and 
her sadness and reluctance 
around retiring. The costumes 
were stark and modern – dark 
blue and black bodysuits for 
the women, dark blue shorts 
for the men – the choreography 
heavily influenced by modern 
dance. It was apparent that 
this piece spoke strongly to 
the dancers; the emotions 
portrayed were clear and 
powerful. As a final touch, 
Christine briefly evoked the 
classic moves of the dying 
swan.

The final piece, Romeo 

and Juliet Appassionata, 
seemed impossible from the 
description LeHay gave: 
summarize this timeless story 
with six dancers in the 18 
minutes of Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet. Being 
wrong never felt so good! 
Christina danced Juliet, and 
Davin was Romeo. Brett took 
the part of Juliet’s cousin, 
Tybalt, and her mother, Lady 

Capulet, was played by 
Raelynn. Kamilah Sturton 
was the nurse, and Brenddan 
McCooey danced Mercutio. 
The costumes were beautiful, 
the acting excellent, the story 
clear and concise.

What a satisfying evening. 
The gentle beginning gradually 
built up stronger emotions 
and increasing drama to a 
breathtaking finale.

Dancers from Ballet Kelowna performed in Nakusp, October 23.

submitted
In the spring of 2010 two 

families – the O’Neills from 
Winlaw and the Doells from 
Rossland – went on a journey 
of family connection to Nepal. 
On Tuesday, November 9 
beginning at 6:30 pm at 
Winlaw School, Slocan Valley 
Recreation is pleased to host 
‘Journey to Nepal,’ the first 
of a series of presentations 
around the region where 
these two families will 
offer a inspiring multimedia 
presentation of their travels.

These families each 
have teenage children who 
were born in Nepal, one of 
the poorest countries in the 
world. The purpose of their 
two-month journey was to 
reconnect their children with 
their birth families and with 
the communities of their birth. 
Two of the children were born 
in the Kathmandu area, one in 
the remote Tsum Valley, and 

Journey to Nepal 
presentation hosted at 
Winlaw school

one in the more well known 
and travelled Solu Khumbu 
(Everest) area.

Through research, the 
O’Neills discovered that the 
Tsum Valley was in a general 
position of need, suffering 
from drought, catastrophic 
crop failure, and political 
tension. They organized 
donations of care packages, 
first aid supplies, clothing 
and food to be taken up to the 
Tsum with them. It took seven 
days of trekking to reach 
their destination. Similarly, 
the Doells organized warm 
hats for school children at the 
Sir Edmund Hillary School, 
and medical supplies for a 
hospital in the Everest region, 
where they trekked for many 
days. Both families trekked 
to these two areas at the same 
time, and took many amazing 
photos.

As well as the presentation 
there will be items from 
Nepal  on display and some 
will be available for purchase. 
Admission will be by donation 
and the funds raised from the 
evening will be going toward 
the Tsum Valley Community 
in Nepal. 

For more information 
con tac t  S locan  Val ley 
Recreation at 250-226-0008.

Advertise in the 
paper that 

everyone reads.
Phone 250-358-7218 for 

details.

Or e-mail us: 
valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Royal Canadian 
Legion – Nakusp

Remembrance Day
in honour of those who served

Thursday, November 11
10:00 am

In the Legion Hall

A parade to the Cenotaph will be followed with 
a short service, 2 minutes of silence and the 

laying of the wreaths.

All members of the community are cordially invited to attend. 
There will be tea and coffee for the adults, and hot chocolate 

for the children, served in the Hall after the parade!

Stop and take time 
to Remember!

The Royal Canadian Legion

Uses for Poppy Donations

Money donated during The Royal Canadian Legion’s annual 
Poppy-Remembrance Campaign is placed in Poppy Trust Funds. Some 
of the many ways this money is used to improve life for people in your 
community include:

• providing assistance to needy 
ex-service members and their 
dependants

• supporting medical training and 
research, and the provision of 
community medical appliances 
which will assist in the care of 
veterans.

• funding the purchase, construction 
and maintenance of housing 
and care facilities for elderly and 
disabled persons

• providing bursaries to children and 
grandchildren of veterans

• supporting drop-in centres for 
seniors and funding meals-on-
wheels services

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 276

Slocan Valley
Remembrance Day
Memorial Service
Thursday, November 11

Slocan City

10:30 ...Assembly at Legion Hall
10:50 ...........Parade to Cenotaph
11:00 ..........................Ceremony

Lunch will be served at the Hall 
following the Ceremony

“Let us never forget
their valour and sacrifice.”

submitted
When South African-born, 

Nelson-raised author Antonia 
Banyard reads from her novel Never 
Going Back, many over the age of 
15 will recognize themselves or 
their schoolmates. Banyard reads on 
Thursday, November 4 at 7 pm in the 
Nakusp Public Library. 

Five friends return to their small 

Banyard brings small town tale to Nakusp Public Library
hometown in the Interior of BC 
to commemorate a suicide. They 
haven’t seen each other for ten years, 
and in their reunion, each is forced 
to confront secrets from the past – 
secrets that lock their present lives 
in limbo.

“Banyard  has  wr i t ten  an 
engaging novel, original in concept 
and convincing in its portrait of the 

people of a unique and intriguing 
place,” says Jack Hodgins, author 
of The Macken Charm and Spit 
Delaney’s Island.

P o t h e a d s ,  l o g g e r s , 
environmentalists, conspiracy 
theorists, and aging hippies provide 
a vibrant backdrop to the dark themes 
explored in the narrative. The subject 
matter may seem challenging for a 

public reading. But Banyard is such 
a good reader, her characters so real, 
with all their humour and foibles – 
that you come away feeling glad you 
attended.

Banyard has been published in 
literary magazines and anthologies 
in Canada, the US, England, and 
Australia. Her children’s non-fiction 
book, Dangerous Crossings! was 
published in 2007 and received award 
nominations from the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre and the 
Ontario Library Association’s Red 
Maple Award. She has degrees in 
writing from the University of Victoria 
and the University of Queensland.

 She recently moved back to 
Nelson, after 20 years away, and lives 
there with her husband and daughter. 
Her experiences of growing up were 
the inspiration for Never Going Back,  
published by Thistledown Press.

The event is sponsored by the 
Nakusp Public Llibrary and the 
Kootenay Library Federation and 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance.

Nakusp 
economic 
summit 
continues with 
forestry panel
submitted

Come join our panel of local 
forestry experts Wednesday, November 
3, at 7 pm at the Seniors Hall in Nakusp. 
Learn about our forestry industry and 
what we can do to create jobs in our 
valley. Everyone is welcome – and 
needed.

Have you ever wondered what a 
Tree Farm Licence (TFL) is? What 
the Community Forest is doing? 
Whether forestry is going to come 
back? What bio-mass heat production 
is and whether or not we could do it 
here? Do you have ideas about value-
added forest products? Bring your 
ideas and questions to a community 
meeting about forestry challenges and 
opportunities.

This is the second in a series of 
Economic Summit sessions sponsored 
by the Nakusp and District Chamber 
of Commerce.

submitted
The Langham Cultural Centre of 

Kaslo is proud to present the artwork 
of Grand Forks artist, Nora Curiston 
in the main gallery and Balfour artists 
John Cooper and Kathleen Pemberton 

in the community gallery. The opening 
reception and artist talks for both of these 
exhibitions will be on Friday, November 
5 from 7 to 9 pm.

Nora Curiston’s show, Colour. Light. 
focuses on the phenomena of colour 
and light in specific conditions and 
on perception. Curiston’s installations 
of found objects, both natural and 
man-made are “visual poems – small 
offerings of physical information.” 
From a machine that “measures the 
temperature of yellow” to an installation 
in the gallery washroom, recognizably 
mundane objects are transformed into 
works of art that leave lots of room for 
creation in the world of the viewer.

A joint exhibition of paintings by 
local artists Kathleen Pemberton and 

John Cooper will also be opening on 
November 5. John Cooper is a pillar in 
the arts community of the Kootenays, 
where he has painted, exhibited and 
taught for almost 40 years. Pemberton, 
previously a fabric artist, has been 
painting for the last 16 years. For the 
past six years she has been living in the 
Kootenays and painting full-time (as 
much as life allows) with John. Their 
painting style is exuberant – full of 
colour and texture, creating iconic and 
instantly recognizable images of the 
Kootenays. Most of the works offer two 
perspectives of the same scene as they 
literally paint side-by-side, from the 
same palette and box of colours. All of 
the works are painted in plein-air, around 
Kaslo and area. 

Langham to exhibit Curiston, Cooper and Pemberton

submitted
The Beavers and Cubs are back in 

New Denver – and not the furry kind.
Carol Bell reports that the initial 

registration night was small but 
enthusiastic. “We have a couple dads 
who are keen to be leaders and moms 
who ready to help, too,” she says. 

The Scouting movement has a long 

Beavers and Cubs program starts up in New Denver
and honorable tradition in this area and 
the kids are eager to get going. “We 
are contemplating a departure from the 
regular weekly evening and looking at 
meeting on the week-end,” said Bell. 

Still in the beginning stages and 
not yet finished with registration, the 
organizers are looking at a number of 
different options to make this family 

oriented children’s program a success. 
“The focus, as always, is on having 
fun, learning and helping each other,” 
says Bell. “Camping, hiking and the 
outdoors will figure prominently while 
indoor activities and crafts will take place 
at the Bosun.” There is room for more. 
For info, call Barb at 358-2266 or Carol 
at 358-2125.

Hania and Mechelle enjoy a good laugh at the Tuesday morning playgroup in Slocan Park. The free program runs from 10 
to noon and is being offered by Slocan Valley Recreation, thanks to support from the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276, 

Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy and the Slocan Valley Early Childhood Coalition. For more information call 250-226-0008.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Kemar’s 
Middle East Interiors
• Persian & Tribal 100% wool rugs 
• Home décor • Jewellery • Gifts

In Kaslo, across from the 
Mohawk 

250-353-7847

by Jan McMurray
In the absence of Mayor Lay, Acting 

Mayor Tony Frary chaired the meeting.
• David Stewart and Lynn Van 

Deursen of the Front Street Park 
Development Committee, formerly 
known as the Spirit Square Committee, 
attended to outline a three-phase plan 
for the park: a public washroom; a 
pavilion with built-in benches; and park 
beautification. The committee provided 
conceptual drawings of the cinder 
block washroom building, the wooden 
pavilion building and the overall park 
layout. Council agreed to write a letter 
of support to help the committee in their 
fundraising efforts.

• Council priorities on the Short 
Term Action Chart were rearranged 
as follows: 1. Fire Services 2011 
Agreement; 2. Official Community 
Plan approval; 3. Campground design; 
4. Boundary expansion; 5. Water Street.

• In response to recent trail building 
work below Water Street, 11 Water 
Street business people signed a letter 
to council stating: “As property owners 
on Water Street, we are requesting that 
the Village council make a motion to 
cease work below Water Street, between 
4th and 5th Streets to the water front, 
until the terms of reference for the new 
Water Street Committee have been 
set and the geographic area has been 
determined. The reason for this request 
is, we feel any work done on the slope 
below Water Street at this time could 
have an impact on the future of Water 

Street development, Trailblazers, Kaslo 
Shipyard, Water Street property and 
business owners, as well as any historical 
values and environmental concerns. 
With the terms of reference in place, 
proper planning and public review, only 
then should work go ahead.”

The Village will advise both the 
Water Street business people and Public 
Works that any work below Water Street 
will be limited to removal of garbage, 
junk metal and piled brush pending final 
terms of reference for the new Water 
Street planning committee.

• Council received approval from 
the Heritage Legacy Fund to extend 
the deadline for the windows and doors 
refurbishing project at the City Hall to 
August 11, 2011.

• Minutes of a City Hall Restoration 
Project meeting held October 21 were 
received. Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes 
reported at that meeting that AP Building 
Services was actively working on 
refurbishing the windows and doors, 
Kootenay Sprinkler Systems would start 
by the end of October, and Terratherma 

had not confirmed a start-up date. 
Foreman Walker was to be invited to 
the next meeting to discuss management 
of the project, and design team Dobie 
and Loh were to be advised that Walker 
is now project manager. Fire Chief 
Badry advised that the earliest a new 
fire hall could be set up would be 2012. 
Fundraising and possible grant funding 
sources were discussed.

• The RDCK asked council to 
provide comments on the draft Regional 
Parks and Trails Regulation Bylaw, 
which would affect Kaslo Bay Regional 
Park and Kaslo Waterfront Trail. A 
staff report on the draft bylaw states 
that it would result in a major loss of 
control of Village-owned properties. 
Examples given were that float planes 
would no longer be allowed to tie up, 
and special events held on the beach at 
the Moyie would require a permit. Also, 
dog control in the draft bylaw conflicts 
with the Village’s Dog Control Bylaw. 
“There would be a complete change 
in operational management,” states the 
report. 

Kaslo council, October 26: Front Street Park plan presented
The Village will express its concerns 

to the RDCK and ask to be excluded 
from the bylaw.

• Bylaw 1100, Street & Traffic 
Bylaw, was read three times. Council 
asked staff to draw up this bylaw so that 
the RCMP can enforce ‘no overnight 
parking’ violations.

• The following resolution was 
tabled to the next regular meeting of 
council: “That the Village of Kaslo be 
prepared to waive log hauling fees in road 
use agreements across the Kaslo airport 
with the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society in the expectation that 
future value-added wood manufacturing 
and bioenergy electrical generation 
projects may be located on airport lands.”

Councillor Leathwood commented 
that she needed clarification on this. 
“That’s not what we discussed with the 
Kaslo and District Community Forest 
Society,” she said.

• A letter will be written to School 
District No. 8 to open discussions about 
a partnership in bussing. At UBCM, 
council members spoke with Premier 

Campbell about a pilot project in the 
Kaslo area as part of a green initiative to 
increase options for public transit.

• Fall recreation grants were awarded 
to the following groups: JVH Athletic 
Department $700; JVH Ultimate Team 
$700; Kaslo & District Minor Hockey 
$700; Kaslo Atoms Winterhawks $500; 
Kaslo Public Library $530.

• The Village will enter into a 
commercial use aerodrome agreement 
with the new owner of Kootenay 
Mountain Holidays Inc., Brian Cross, for 
use of the west end of the Kaslo airstrip 
as a helicopter base from January to 
April 2011. Council decided to increase 
the fee from $200 to $225, and to refer 
the Airside Commercial Policy to the 
Municipal Services Committee.

• A letter from Jill Braley asks about 
the status of the Village’s application for 
foreshore rights at Kaslo Bay Park. CAO 
Sawyer made an inquiry to FrontCounter 
BC about this in January 2008, but has 
not received a response. 

• Accounts payable of $111,255.59 
were approved.

Kaslo/Area D Climate Change Adaptation report completed

by Art Joyce
Kaslo’s iconic Langham welcomes 

the Ecclestons to its theatre on Saturday, 
November 6, 8 pm, featuring the band’s 
unique brand of high energy, “full 
contact folk.” Tickets available at 
Sunnyside Naturals for $15 or $18 at 
the door. 

For years this trio of brother and 
sister Kelt and Colleen Eccleston and 
their ‘adopted brother’ and multi-
instrumentalist Greg Madill have been 
captivating audiences with their unique 
musicality, riveting original material, 
stunning harmonies and energizing stage 
presence. Andy Donnelly, producer/
host of the Celtic Show on the CKUA 
radio network says of the Ecclestons: “A 
rocking reel, a wee Celtic cuddle and a 
ballad that would bring a tear to a glass 
eye...pure dead brilliant!”

Their instrumentation features 
penny whistle, guitar, bass, Irish 
bouzouki, mandolin and bodhran. 
With four CDs to their credit, they are 
accomplished songwriters – just as 
comfortable with their traditional roots 
as with original tunes. The Ecclestons 
generate a joy of performing, a sense 
of humour, and a purpose that brings 
audiences everywhere to their feet and 
leaves them with a song in their heart. 

Growing up across Canada from 
Vancouver to Newfoundland offers the 
band a broad Canadian viewpoint rare 
in contemporary folk/pop music. The 
Ecclestons have toured extensively, 
playing concerts, folk clubs, state fairs, 

Langham features musical performance by the Ecclestons
and festivals all over BC, Alberta, 
Montana and the Pacific Northwest. 
Their latest CD Release the Hounds is 
all-original material and is distributed 
in Canada by Warner Music.

The group was voted ‘The best live 
act on Vancouver Island’ at the 2004 
mpower Awards, a program dedicated to 
helping youth educate their communities 
about mental illness and advocate for 
better policies and services. Working 
with a diverse coalition of artists, music 

industry executives, mental health 
advocates and youth leaders, mpower 
is dedicated to changing attitudes toward 
the one in five youth with mental health 
issues.

Season’s passes for the Langham 
are now available for $99 for all seven 
shows at Willow Home Gallery, sold 
until the first show.

For more information visit www.
mpoweryouth.org or www.theecclestons.
com.

submitted
The Spoken Word, an evening of 

readings at the Langham, continues 
Saturday, November 13, 7 pm. Who’s 
writing what in Kaslo and area, and 
how do they do it? New presenters at 
the Spoken Word 2 include blogger Jen 
Cookson, life-writer Cynthia Cooper, 
therapeutic writer Fiona Anderson, 
comedy writer Kathy Freeman – new 
faces and old favourites. Admission 
is free.

The series started with an idea 
Holley Rubinsky had at a poetry 
workshop. Local writers reading from 
their own work sounded so good, why 
not share it? The Columbia Basin Trust 
and North Kootenay Lake Arts and 
Heritage Council agreed. 

A group of brave Kaslo and North 
Kootenay Lake writers, aided by 
director Lynn van Deursen, rehearsed 
their material and put on a great show. 
The brief readings were sometimes 

Spoken Word series continues in Kaslo
tender, sometimes touching, always 
insightful. As part of the show we 
talked about the art and craft of writing, 
the persistence and skills involved. To 
add to the ambiance, Sonja Franke 
played the piano as the audience 
arrived. There was a full house of 
about 65 people for a set lasting just 
over an hour. 

“The key is to get the writers to be 
disciplined and each read for no more 
than seven minutes,” says Rubinsky, 
“because audiences can’t listen to any 
more than that.” 

Readers in 2009 were Gail Bauman 
(comedy writing), Eli Bukowski 
(fantasy fiction), Ellen Burt (nature 
writing and poetry), Robert Foster 
(poems), Gerald Garnett (amusing 
anecdotes that aired on CBC Radio), 
Chelsea MacDonald (poetry), Sheila 
Murry-Nellis  (poetry),  Holley 
Rubinsky (fiction), and Sylvia Symons 
(creative non-fiction).

by Jan McMurray
How will climate change affect the 

provision of food and water in the Kaslo 
area? The Kaslo/Area D Climate Change 
Adaptation Project report, presented at a 
public meeting on October 19, tackled 
this question. 

Three speakers presented the results 
of the project: Dr. Mel Reasoner and Dr. 
Martin Carver, members of the CBT 
technical support team for the climate 
adaptation projects around the Basin, 
and Aimee Watson, Kaslo’s food security 
coordinator.

Reasoner said that weather 
projections for the Kaslo area are for 
warmer winters with more rain and 
less snow, warmer and drier summers, 
and more extreme weather events. By 
2050, we can expect a rise in summer 
temperature of 2.4 degrees Celsius above 
the 1961-1990 baseline.

Carver spoke about the impacts of 
climate change on water in the Kaslo 
area, and his main message was that 
shortfalls are coming. “We’re living in 
a part of the world where we use the 
most water, pay the least for it, and we 
are going to experience a shortage,” he 
said. He presented data projecting 20% 
to 40% shortfalls in as little as a decade. 

The average annual consumption 
of water provided by Kaslo’s treatment 
plant is 1,100 litres per person per day. 

Carver outlined next steps for 
adaptation to this change in the water 
supply, which included: establish flow 
monitoring on important creeks; meter 
major users; install meters in homes; 
put the Kaslo golf course on untreated 
water; modify public irrigation practices; 
implement long-term conservation 
measures; and improve understanding 
of systems most likely to experience 
water scarcity by assembling data on 
water supply and water use from across 
the region.

Aimee Watson spoke about the 
potential impacts of climate change 
on food production. They were not all 
bad; for example, higher temperatures 
could result in higher plant productivity. 
However, she said animal disease and 
crop disease seem to be the biggest 
concerns, and increased weather events 

will likely cause power outages and 
transportation disruption. Kaslo area 
citizens will remember when all roads 
leading into the area were closed for a 
couple of days due to avalanches, and 
grocery store shelves were almost bare. 
There was just one day’s supply of dairy 
products and two days’ supply of grain.

As part of the climate change 
adaptation project, Selkirk College 
students found that the Kootenay region 
has less farmland available than other 
regions. Strictly based on land mass, Area 
D is not food secure, but the Kootenays 

overall is. Most of the farmland in the 
Kootenay Lake area is in the Lardeau 
River Valley and on the north shore. 
Some of the recommended adaptations 
to mitigate climate change effects 
on food production and distribution 
were to maintain highways; re-launch 
the farmers’ institute (which used to 
provide support to farmers on a local 
level); get climate change data into 
the regional agricultural plan currently 
being developed by the RDCK; reduce 
water consumption; do an area-wide 
ALR survey.

Members of the public at the 
meeting had more suggestions: keep an 
eye on applications to remove land from 
the ALR (Agricultural Land Reserve), 
develop local food production, support 
the Lardeau Valley Seed Savers, start 
flow monitoring on more creeks, join 
the Columbia Basin Watershed Network, 
and fund regional-level water science.

The Kaslo/Area D Climate Change 
Adaptation Project is part of a Columbia 
Basin Trust initiative to help Basin 
communities increase resiliency to the 
impacts of climate change at a local level.
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The Management and Staff at 
Kootenay Savings

We honour your 
sacrifices.

Lest we
Forget.

“In the End, we will 
remember not the 

words of our enemies, 
but the silence of our 

friends.”
– Martin Luther King, Jr

405 Front St, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7633

Lest we forget

It is not only the living who 
are killed in war.
– Isaac Asimov

The Clothes Hanger

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

If there must be trouble let it be in my 
day, that my child may have peace.

– Thomas Paine
425 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2436

Meritxell Books

314 Broadway, Nakusp   265-4450

In troubled times 
such as these

 we are 
reminded even more strongly 
of what we owe to our brave 

veterans and our current 
soldiers and peacekeepers.

They are in our hearts.

The value of the price 
they paid is evident in the 

faces of our children.
We thank all our veterans!

The Village 
of New 
Denver

ANDERSON
insurance

Main St. New Denver   358-2617

We must 
all do our part to 

ensure that our children are 
taught the sacrifices that 

were made for us all. 

Smokey Creek 
Salvage

With the tears a Land hath shed
Their graves should ever be green.

~Thomas Bailey Aldrich
359-7815	 1-877-6539

Mountain Valley 
Station

We thank our veterans for the 
freedoms that we enjoy today.

355-2245	 Slocan, BC

In peace the sons bury their 
fathers, but in war the fathers 

bury their sons.
– Croesus

The Village 
of Silverton

“There never was 
a good war or a bad peace.” 

– Benjamin Franklin
408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566 422 Front St, Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2594

Remember they gave their  
lives and their futures, so 

we may live in peace.

Natural food storeTeresa’s
If you wish for peace, 

understand war.
–B. H. Liddell Hart

402 Front St. Kaslo   353-2115

The Village 
of Kaslo

I have seen enough of one 
war never to wish to see 

another.
– Thomas Jefferson

Lest we forget the 
sacrifice of those who 

serve their country 
and the world, that 

we may live in peace.

Katrine Conroy, MLA Kootenay West
1-888-755-0556

Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca www.katrineconroy.ca

We will Remember...

It is time to Remember all those 
who fought to preserve our freedom 

and for all Canadians to ensure 
their dream of peace is realized.   

-Canadian Archives

The Village 
of SlocanAll we have of freedom, 

all we use or know -
This our fathers bought for us 
long and long ago.

~Rudyard Kipling
New Denver    250-358-2552

Ann’s Natural Foods

submitted
Residents of the West Kootenays 

will have an additional and especially 
memorable way to honour Remembrance 
Day this November. The Amy Ferguson 
Institute and its production arm, the 
Nelson Community Opera, will be 
presenting a special Remembrance 
concert on the theme of war and peace at 
Nelson’s Capitol Theatre on November 
11 and 12 at 7:30 pm and a matinee 
performance on Saturday, November 
13 at 2 pm.  

The concert is entitled The Armed 
Man in recognition of the major new 
work to be performed for the first time 
in the Kootenays at the event – British 
composer Karl Jenkins’ hugely popular 
composition for chorus, soloists and 
orchestra entitled The Armed Man: A 
Mass for Peace. 

“We are very excited to be able 

Local musicians honour Remembrance Day
to bring this work to local audiences 
and to present this important musical 
exploration of the theme of war and 
peace on the occasion of Remembrance 
Day,” said Institute president, Shannon 
Lythgoe. “The Armed Man concert 
promises to be one of the most exciting 
choral events in many years.”

Over 50 of the area’s finest singers 
have joined forces under the direction of 
Allison Girvan to bring this new choral 
masterpiece to life. For the first half of 
the concert, music director Girvan has 
selected a series of readings and songs 
on the subject of war and peace that will 
be performed by some of the area’s best 
known actors and singers.  

“I think audiences of all ages will 
enjoy the mix of popular songs from 
the two World War eras as well as a new 
choral setting of In Flanders Fields,” 
Girvan said.

The Armed Man charts the 
growing menace of a descent into war, 
interspersed with moments of reflection, 
shows the horrors that war brings, and 
ends with the hope for peace in a new 
millennium, when “sorrow, pain and 
death can be overcome.” The piece 
was commissioned by Britain’s Royal 
Armouries Museum as the showcase 
of its centennial celebrations in 2000. 
Texts on the theme of war from around 
the world used in the work were selected 
by Guy Wilson, then Master of the Royal 
Armouries, whose hope for this specially 
commissioned composition was that it 
would allow listeners “to look back and 
reflect as we leave behind the most war-
torn and destructive century in human 
history.”

The Armed Man juxtaposes the 
poetry selected by Wilson with the 
traditional Latin mass to create a whole 

that is at various moments thrilling, 
heart-rending and reverent. Jenkin’s 
orchestration for The Armed Man gives 
pride of place throughout the work to two 
trumpets that play many musical roles 
from martial marches, to celebratory 
fanfares; and from fervent Hosannas to 
the ever-poignant Last Post.

The Amy Ferguson Institute’s 
presentation of The Armed Man will 
employ the additional elements of dance 
featuring local dancer Thomas Loh 
and stage lighting designed by Sharon 
Huizinga. The staging also utilizes the 
massed choir as part of the on-stage 
visual atmosphere that tells the story 
of The Armed Man through both music 
and action.

Best known as the composer of his 
popular Adiemus – Songs of Sanctuary, 
Jenkins followed an unusual route to 
classical composition from his early 
years performing in jazz and pop bands 

and writing music for radio and TV ads. 
Jenkins is unusual among contemporary 
composers for his belief that his music 
should be readily accessible to a wide 
audience. 

Tickets are available at the Capitol 
Theatre Box office, call 250-352-6363 
or online at www.capitoltheatre.bc.ca/
buy_tickets.php. Reduced admission 
available for veterans on request.

The Amy Ferguson Institute and the Nelson Community Opera will present a special Remembrance concert at the Capitol Theatre 
on November 11, 12 and 13. Here, choir director Alison Girvan prepares the area’s wealth of vocal talent for the big event.
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Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat Annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson	 354-4722

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

COMMUNITY

by Michael Dorsey
• Corporal Byson Hill, in charge 

of the Nakusp / Slocan Lake RCMP 
detachment, attended as a delegation. 
Hill has been in charge since January, 
and is based in Nakusp.

Hill began his report by comparing 
the number of service calls received 
by the RCMP in the last two years. In 
2008/09 there were 11 Criminal Code 
charges; in 2009/10 (to date) there have 
been 34. The number of search warrants 
(primarily drug-related) increased from 
one in ’08/09 to seven in ’09/10.

In the New Denver and Silverton 
areas, in 2009/10, there were 10 Criminal 
Code charges and two Provincial 
charges. These were primarily assault 
and impaired driving charges, with one 
drug charge.

Hill commented on the new structure 
of the detachment, and stated the RCMP 
have become more “proactive.” The 
benefits to the New Denver area are 
three cars on the road, and no local 
administration. Administration duties 
are carried out in Nakusp.

Before Hill assumed command, 
Nakusp had two cars on the road, as did 
New Denver. This was reduced to one 
each, requiring the car from either area 
to be sent 50 kilometres to answer a 
back-up call. Hill has reinstated the two 
cars on an on-call system. He stated that 
having the extra cars on the road meant 
he was not able to be visible due to 
administration, and felt this was a “loss” 
to the community.

Hill noted several changes in the 
provincial impaired driving laws, saying 
the penalties would be more severe. He 
has one officer on roadblocks currently, 
one on drug interdiction, and one on 
many general duties.

Mayor Wright thanked Corporal 
Hill and asked for council’s concerns 
to be addressed. Concerns include: the 
timeliness of investigation of local issues 
(there has been no response yet to the 
request of over one month ago for the 
RCMP to investigate the incidence of 
ringed trees on Bellevue Street), drunk 
driving, abuse and assaults, and the 
lack of a police officer “on the ground” 
presence in the New Denver area.

Hill agreed with these concerns, 
and committed to establishing a ground 
patrol, commenting that this was of high 
importance to a small community. He 
pointed out that the officers do not all 
live in the town they serve so it would 
be complicated to set up.

Mayor Wright thanked Hill for 
making time to attend the meeting, and 
Hill asked council to call him to other 

New Denver council, October 26: Corporal Hill presents RCMP report
meetings and events so he could get 
away from his computer.

• RDCK Chief Building Officer 
Max Hoedeman attended to discuss 
with council the proposed Building 
Bylaw No. 2200, 2010. The RDCK is 
proposing that this bylaw be adopted by 
all participants in the RDCK building 
inspection service, which includes 
New Denver. Hoedeman says that one 
standard bylaw throughout the district 
will result in less likelihood of errors 
leading to litigation.

Village staff had prepared a report 
outlining the differences between the 
proposed RDCK bylaw and the current 
Village bylaw. Hoedeman and council 
examined and discussed the differences, 
which include issues of liability, public 
safety and swimming pools, building 
heights, occupancy and final inspections, 
requirements for permits, tax saving 
aspects of demolition permits, the 
classification of types of greenhouses 
and ‘alternate’ buildings. Council will 
continue to work out the issues with 
the RDCK. Hoedeman would like the 
bylaw to be adopted at a December 

RDCK meeting.
• The General Affairs Committee 

will request a meeting with the Slocan 
Lake Garden Society to discuss a joint 
project to protect municipal shoreline 
ecology. Council received a proposal 
from SLUGS on the ‘Secure the Shore 
Project’ at the last meeting. Public Works 
has advised that they have no problem 
with volunteers doing the work.

• Mayor Wright and Councillor 
Campbell reported attending the CBT 
symposium. They noted that funding is 
not available for affordable housing, and 
CBT is investigating possible subsidies 
for rental housing. As well, several 
organizations are partnering with CBT 
for future projects, and Campbell stated 
the idea of the conference was “to think 
and work as a region” and not compete 
independently for funds. 

• Councillor Greensword reported 
that two of the four dry wells were 
completed, and just one more part was 
needed to bring the new pumphouse 
online. 

• In his RDCK report, Mayor Wright 
said that the Economic Development 

Commission would need no taxation 
in 2011, as they are carrying a $20,000 
surplus originally marked for broadband 
projects. He said that the proposed 
Community Foundation project is 
progressing.

Wright reported that the Sustainable 
Community Living Bylaw, the Geospatial 
Information Services Bylaw, and the 
Building Inspection Bylaw had all 
received the first three readings, and were 
up for final adoption at the November 
board meeting. He said the GIS bylaw 
may result in increased user costs.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
the Building Design Review Committee 
had examined the façade and colour 
designs for Bosun Hall and Newmarket 
Foods. Council approved the designs.

Murphy also noted that Rec 
Commission #6 would adjudicate the 
grant applications, due by November 
12, on November 17. He also stated that 
there had not yet been a meeting on the 
Community Connections Greenhouse 
Project, so there is no new progress.

• Council adopted the Heritage 
Facilities Maintenance Reserve Fund 

Expenditure Bylaw 653, noting that the 
installation of the Nikkei Centre roof 
would be delayed until March 2011 due 
to weather.

• Mayor Wright thanked Koko and 
Gail Swanson for opening the Nikkei 
Centre for visiting dignitary Adrienne 
Clarkson.

• Council directed staff to set up the 
first OCP meeting for November 18 at 7 
pm in Knox Hall.

• A request from Allison Smith and 
Bob Chadwick for the reservation of 24 
campsites closest to the Kohan Garden 
for their July 1, 2011 wedding was 
directed to staff, to inform the couple that 
the campground policy does not allow 
reservations.

• During public time, Martha Nichol 
of the Hidden Garden Gallery thanked 
Mayor Wright for 22 years of service, 
as well as his ability to have the best 
council. She thanked the Village for their 
contributions to the sculpture project. 
She and CAO Carol Gordon will be 
conferring regarding the placement of 
the plaque, and the maintenance and 
conservation of the sculpture.

submitted
For the tenth year in a row, 

Lucerne School writers hit the road 
and headed east this fall. Banff and 
Calgary WordFest, an international 
writers festival, celebrated its 15th 
year. October 14-17, 14 writers from 
Lucerne’s Writing 9-12 class along 
with three students from Nakusp 
Secondary, were there to soak up the 
creative energy and get inspired about 
writing. 

Internationally recognized writers 

Lucerne students report on literary road trip to Banff WordFest
including Lorna Crozier, JonArno 
Lawson, Priscila Uppal, and Erin 
Moure read from their recent novels, 
poetry collections and memoirs. But 
two highlights of the festival stand out 
for the students. Spoken word poet 
Shane Koyczan and singer songwriter 
Mark Berube from Montreal brought 
the house down and earned a standing 
ovation for their performance poetry 
and collaborations. Another favourite 
event was the Paul Quarrington tribute 
featuring Quarrington’s band, The 

Porkbelly Futures with a host of 
authors from Drew Hayden Taylor to 
Jane Urquart celebrating his life and 
accomplishments. 

Hands down, students agreed 
it was another grand writing class 
adventure. The head of Literary Arts at 
the Banff Centre publicly thanked our 
school for attending and acknowledged 
our students’ thoughtful participation 
at WordFest over all the years he had 
held his position. 

Writing at Lucerne remains a 

strong part of the school culture. 
Lucerne writing results on district 
assessments and on provincial exams 
attest to it. The annual class field trip 
to Banff WordFest is an important 
component of extending classroom 
learning – and it’s lots of fun besides. 

Don’t miss the annual writing 
class coffeehouse in the third week of 
January 2011. The class looks forward 
to sharing their talents with the school 
and community and fundraising for 
WordFest 2011. 

submitted
Springer Creek Forest Products in 

Slocan was among 12 local businesses 
and organizations to receive FortisBC’s 
PowerSense Conservation Excellence 
and Leadership awards for outstanding 
achievements in energy efficiency. 

The awards were presented 
during a special ceremony held in 
Castlegar to coincide with PowerSense 
month, held annually in October. The 
awards recognize customers who have 
shown a commitment to innovation, 
conservation and sustainability by 
completing energy efficiency projects 
that save more than 100,000 kilowatt 
hours annually. 

Springer Creek Forest Products 
was recognized for upgrading its 
lumber mill with new energy efficient 
equipment and technology, resulting 
in improved air quality in the Slocan 
Valley. This will save tens of thousands 
of dollars in electricity costs and 
enough electricity to power 260 homes 
for a year. The mill’s old beehive burner 

Local businesses win PowerSense awards for conservation
and its 1,300 horsepower motors were 
decommissioned and a new hogging 
system was installed to process the 
wood waste. The hog uses half the 
horsepower and processes the wood 
waste in half the time of the beehive 
burner. 

“The biggest thing has been the 
positive environmental impact,” says 
Ralph Tomlin, general manager, 
Springer Creek Forest Products. “An 
added benefit is that our employees 

have all embraced the project.” 
The winners achieved energy 

savings by incorporating energy 
efficiency measures into new facility 
or upgrade projects. Together, the 
initiatives of these 12 businesses and 
institutions will save more than four 
gigawatt hours (GWh), or enough to 
power 370 homes for a year. 

PowerSense month highlights 
FortisBC’s commitment to energy 
efficiency and the need to reduce 

energy consumption and, specifically, 
peak energy consumption through the 
winter months. 

Since its inception in 1989, 
PowerSense programs have helped 
FortisBC’s customers in BC’s southern 
interior save nearly 360 million kWhs, 
enough energy to power some 28,000 
homes each year. 

For more information visit www.
fortisbc.com or call the toll free number 
at 1-866-4FORTIS (1-866-436-7847). 

submitted
Dressing down has never felt so 

good. Every Friday morning Kootenay 
Savings employees pull on their Care 
Wear shirts, knowing that each time 
they put the shirt on, another dollar has 
been raised for charity. The New Denver 
branch recently donated $642 to PALS 
representative Linda Kendall. 

“New Denver branch chose to 
donate their proceeds to PALS, as we all 
have pets, and some of us have adopted 
pets through PALS,” says Member 
Service Adviser Lora Lee Brekke. 

Under the Care Wear program 
employees donate $1 a week to the 
charity of their choice, presenting them 
with a cheque on Credit Union Day. 
Each branch and department selects a 
worthwhile community group to donate 
their funds to and Kootenay Savings 
Corporate Office matches each branch’s 
donations. 

Introduced in 2004, the Care Wear 

New Denver Credit Union raises funds through Care Wear
program this year donated nearly 
$28,000 to 16 different charities, groups 
and non-profit organizations, bringing 
the total amount distributed through 
the program to over $152,000 since its 
inception.

Celebrated annually on the third 
Thursday of October, Credit Union Day 
provides the opportunity to remember 
the proud history of credit unions and to 

promote awareness and support for the 
credit union benefits of member-owners. 
Starting on this year’s Credit Union Day, 
the new Kootenay Savings cookbook, 
Cook It. Eat It. Love It will be available 
for purchase at all branches. The recipes 
are amazing, the books are a great value 
at only $12 each or two for $20, and all 
proceeds from the sale of the books will 
be donated to local healthcare initiatives.

Care Wear proceeds from Credit Union Day were presented to PALS (Protecting 
Animal Life Society) of Nakusp. L to R: Jodi Grierson, Shannon Cameron, Jenny 

Jones, Lora Lee Brekke, Linda Kendall from PALS, and Emma Calles in front. 
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Cedar Mulch
- suitable for landscaping	
$40.00 per pick up load

Kiln Dried Shavings
-suitable for animal bedding
$40.00 per pick up load

We will load open pick ups with front 
end loader, customer responsible for 

tarping loads for highway travel

We can also discuss larger volume purchases

8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Monday to Thursday

Cash only • Phone 250-355-2100

The Nakusp Rotary Club is celebrating our

60th Anniversary
on Saturday, November 20

On November 20th, 1950 our club was chartered.

Barn Dance
Live music 

Dress in western attire if you wish

Tickets only $10.00

Tickets can be purchased at Baron Insurance on 
Broadway, in Nakusp

Please join us at the Nakusp Arena Complex Auditorium 
on November 20. Doors open at 8:30, Dance from 9:00 
pm to 1:00 am. Cash-bar (no minors). Snacks provided. 
There will be door prizes and other prizes such as spot 
dances. Come help us celebrate and join in thanking the 
community for all their support over the past 60 years.

by Art Joyce
Sharon Bamber of Arrow Park 

has received the Bronze Award at 
the Art Vision 2010 competition of 

Arrow Park artist wins two prestigious awards this year
the Federation of Canadian Artists 
(FCA) for her acrylic painting 
‘Fawn.’

The juried competition featured 

67 images selected from a total of 
225 submissions from all across 
Canada with entries coming from 
Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and BC. The awards 
presentation was held on October 
7 at the Rotary Centre for the Arts 
in Kelowna.

Bamber’s first degree was in 
zoology, so her fascination with 
animal life is long-standing. And, 
as with many wildlife artists, 
from Robert Bateman to local 
photographer Jim Lawrence, 
conservation is a major concern. 
From her zoology career Bamber 
went into landscape architecture, 
where she spent 12 years doing 
habitat recreation and restoration. 

“A lot of the work I did was in 
Cornwall where there was a lot of tin 
mining and the land was basically 
poisoned. It’s now a UNESCO world 
heritage site.” 

A native of Great Britain, 
Bamber has spent much of her 
adult life travelling and working 
throughout Southeast Asia and 
Australia until falling in love with 
BC and emigrating here in 2006. 
She and her husband moved from the 
UK to Kamloops and then to Arrow 
Park. She took up pastels when she 
came to Canada, not having done 
any artwork since high school. When 
she attended Gaye Adams’ pastel 
workshop in Kamloops, Adams 
recognized Bamber’s talent and 

encouraged her to take up art as a 
career. Adams is a pastel specialist 
who also works in acrylics and oils. 
Bamber has also done a workshop 
with top wildlife artist Terry Isaac 
who now lives in Penticton; he was 
discovered by Robert Bateman. 

“I carry a sketch pad with me 
wherever I go – pastels are so instant, 
I just love them. I’ve just got some 
acrylics so I’ll give that a go.” 

This is Bamber’s second 
National Award, having won 
an Award of Excellence at 
a national juried FCA show in 
2009. In April of this year she 
also received an international 
award for her painting ‘Big Horn’ 
in Pastel Journal’s International 
Pastel 100 Competition. This 
competition  selects the top 
100 paintings from over 4,000 
submissions worldwide for awards 
and publication. Bamber was juried 
into the Federation of Canadian 
Artists in January 2008 and is a 
member of the Pastel Artists of 
Canada. Her work is found in private 
collections in Canada, France and the 
UK. Not bad for someone still at the 
beginning of her art career. 

Bamber has been busy during 
the summer building a straw bale 

house with her husband, but reserves 
her winters for artwork. Moving 
from the intensely human-managed 
landscape of the UK to the semi-
wild Kootenays has proven a major 
inspiration.

“We were living near London 
where it takes a two or three hour 
drive just to get away from people, 
so this is quite an adjustment, but 
I’m not going back, I love it here.” 

For more information visit 
www.sharonbamber.com, www.
artists.ca or www.artvisions.ca.

Sharon Bamber of  Arrow Park has received the Bronze Award at the Art Vision 2010 
competition of the Federation of Canadian Artists (FCA) for her acrylic painting ‘Fawn.’ 

by Art Joyce
Continuing in its tradition of hosting 

lively independent music, the Cup and 
Saucer Café in Silverton welcomes the 
Jon McPhail Family Band and Feed the 
Birds November 10, 7:30 pm. Admission 
is by suggested donation of $10.

Jon McPhail is from Ochre River, 
Manitoba and has been exploring the 
musical world of alt-country, folk, pop, 
and retro fuzz rock for five years now. 
Jon started singing and performing as 
a young boy in his family’s band. The 
McPhails traveled and performed at 
different churches and halls in southern 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The 
performances were very theatrical with 
props to help illustrate the image and 
story-filled songs. As the son of a United 
Church Minister, Jon spent a lot of time 
in the back of a car driving from church 
service to church service, singing hymn 
after hymn. 

Even though it was a Christian 
upbringing, rock and roll music was the 
soundtrack on the road to these churches. 
The Stones, Paul Simon, Dr. Hook, 
Dylan, Cockburn, Young, and Cohen 
were some of Jon’s babysitters. As 
Jon started exploring the water-stained 
records in his parents’ basement, his 
musical education really began. Starting 
to know names, albums, and rock history 
with every drop of the needle. 

Feed the Birds hails from a similar 
tradition of family-based homegrown 
music. When she was in grade four, 
Rheanna Melnick’s dad wanted a family 
band. Each of the kids got an instrument 

The Cup and Saucer hosts Jon 
McPhail and Feed the Birds

and a few gigs in churches and town 
halls followed. The band slowly became 
Rheanna and her two brothers recording 
music in their grandmother’s 100-year-
old farm house. The kids made music 
using an eight-track recorder, cymbals 
they hand-hammered themselves and 
99 cent microphones bought at Value 
Village. 

It wasn’t too long before Rheanna 
started work on a solo project with the 
help of her two brothers. She released her 
debut album, The Fall, in June of 2008 
under the name Ryelee. Gradually her 
musical direction began to change and 
she decided to put her Ryelee singer/
songwriter persona to rest. Her new 
name, Feed the Birds, arose from early 
childhood memories of musicals she 
watched on Beta tapes. Rheanna’s new 
direction continues to draw from the folk 
tradition, but combines a lyrical fragility 
with rock and roll swagger. 

Cup and Saucer proprietor Matthew 
Fry reminds everyone that Jam Night 
continues every Thursday at the café, 
now in its 62nd week. Bring your 
instruments, voice and song sheets. 
Starting in November, the café will host 
a literary open mic for local writers every 
third Thursday at the Cup, with music to 
follow. Just starting out as a writer? No 
problem. Seasoned writer wanting to try 
out new work on a receptive audience? 
Great—this is the place. There’s nothing 
like reading work aloud to hone your 
craft. For more information go to www.
myspace.com/jonmcphailfamilyband or 
myspace.com/feedthebirdsband.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. Antique. R Oak or Maple 

3 1/4 x 3/4 – $4.39/sf pallet
 – Bamboo from $3.99 sf – 

Cork  from $4.39/sf at

JUAN’S FLOORING  
1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6377

EARTHWORM 
YARD CARE

Serving Nakusp & Area
- Lawn Mowing & Trimming
- Yard Maintenance/cleanup

Contact Barry @ (250) 265-9086
Support the Valley 

Voice with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 per year 

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-2479 

or 250-505-6182 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building

dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Window Cleaning Services
Commercial 

and
Residential

Call 551-2264

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

Announcements

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY!
On 10*10*10 Victor and Trudy Classen 
of Silverton celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. Their children and 
grandchildren were home for the special 
occasion. We love you!
CHRISTMAS BAKING INGREDIENTS 
don’t have to be expensive. Come to 
Sappho’s Bakery in New Denver for your 
mixed peel (the real thing, not sugared 
turnips!), glace cherries and pineapple, and 

marzipan. Don’t bake? We do! 309 Kildare, 
rear entrance. Winter hours: Thursday 10 
am – 6 pm, Friday/Saturday 10 am – 8 pm. 
358-2119. (PS: Don’t forget we build the 
best pizza in the area!) 
BED NEED A MAKEOVER? Bamboo, 
wool, silk, down. Luxury and style for less 
at Willow Home Gallery. It’s Worth The 
Drive To Kaslo! 250-353-2257.
WINNER of the local Special Olympics 
fundraising turkey draw is Jason Rogers. 
Proceeds will be used to send our athletes 
to competitions. Public support was so 
appreciated.

Business Opportunities
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling & training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks
THANK YOU, SLUGS! I just returned 
home after a family reunion in Ontario to 
discover that the SLUGS had transformed 
my weed-infested garden into a thing of 
beauty. Many thanks to the garden work 
party that included Chris Hildebrand, 
Mike and Marion Lesnick, Kevin Murphy, 
Margaret Hartley and of course Ray Nikkel. 

This is all done in support of the Kohan 
Garden, which is a crowning jewel in our 
community. Without the SLUGS’ generous 
volunteer energy, we would not have this 
gem, so please support them in any way 
you can.

-Glen Palmer
Coming Events

SLOCAN CITY CHRISTMAS IN THE 
VALLEY CRAFT FAIRE: Sun., Nov. 21, 
10 am-3 pm in the Legion Hall. VENDORS 
BOOK NOW! Phone 250-355-2672 or 
email cbarclay@telus.net for application. 
Everyone welcome!
HEALTHY HOUSING SOCIETY AGM 
– November 10, Lucerne School, Room 121 
at 7 pm. Everyone welcome!
HELLO BABY II: THE BABY STRIKES 
BACK! By LUCAS MYERS. All Dates 
November! 6-Silverton, 12-Vallican Whole, 
13-Gray Creek, 19 & 20-Kaslo, 26-Argenta, 
27-Ymir. Visit pilotcopilot.com for details.
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL GEAR 
SWAP, Ski, Ride, Paddle. Bosun Hall, New 
Denver, November 14. 5 pm drop-off, Sale 
at 5:30 and a gravity snow sports film to 
follow. Sponsored by the Hills Nordic Ski 
Club 358-2660 and the North Slocan Trails 
Society. 358-2680

KOOTENAY CELIAC MEETING. 
Monday, November 8, 7:00 pm. 333 
Victoria Street, Nelson, BC.
FUN INDI-FOLKS Jon McPhail and his 
Family Band and Feed The Birds at The 
Cup and Saucer Café, November 10. Doors 
7:30 pm. Show 8 pm. $10 ticket.
NOVEMBER 13 AT THE CUP – 
Madeleine’s delicious Famed French 
Chicken Vegetable Pie, abundant salad 
and chocolate mocha cake for dessert. 
Reservations please 5:30 & 7:00 - 358-
2475.
ANTONIA BANYARD will read from 
her book Never Going Back at the Nakusp 
Public Library on Thursday, November 4 
at 7 pm. All are invited to this free event.
C O M E  TO  T H E  S I LV E RTO N 
GALLERY COFFEEHOUSE for an 
evening of music and story Saturday, 
November 20, 7:30 pm. Dominique 
Fraissard will launch his two new CDs and 
special guest Art Joyce will read an excerpt 
from his new novel Signs & Wonders with 
a cast of actors. Refreshments served. 
Admission by sliding scale $5-10.
SLOCAN LAKE EARLY LEARNING 
Society AGM - Thursday, November 18, 
2010 at 7 pm. Lucerne School, New Denver. 
Everyone welcome!

KIDS’ FALL/WINTER GEAR SWAP 
- Saturday, November 13, 9:30-12:00. 
Lucerne School, New Denver. Sell/Buy 
gently used kids clothing, toys, books, and 
sports gear. To book a table or for more info, 
call 358-7714.
TEXAS HOLD ’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday November 27, 2010 at the Slocan 
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan starting 
at 6:30 pm. $30 Buy-in. Advance Tickets 
must be purchased at Mountain Valley 
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to 
reserve. Tickets will not be available at the 
door. BC Gaming rules will apply.
THE SPOKEN WORD 2010  is a fast-
paced evening of readings intended for 
older students and adults. Come celebrate 
Kaslo and North Kootenay Lake writers, 
find out who they are and how they do it. 
Old favourites and new faces, including 
blogger Jen Cookson, life-writer Cynthia 
Cooper, humour writer Kathy Freeman. 
Holley Rubinsky moderates. Sponsored by 
the CBT & NKLAHC; admission is free. 
Don’t be disappointed, arrive early! At the 
Langham in Kaslo, Saturday November 
13, 7 pm. 
NEW DENVER STRONGSTART is 
offering Ages & Stages on November 15, 
2010. Professionals from Kootenay Family 
Place will be providing a developmental Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
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N O T I C E !  S L O C A N  L A K E 
RECREATION COMMISSION # 6 will 
be holding its Fall Grant-In-Aid session on 
Wednesday, November 17, 2010. Any non-
profit organization wanting to apply for a 
grant should submit the proper application 
to Box 293, New Denver, BC V0G1S0. 
Application forms are available from the 
Village of New Denver, the Village of 
Silverton and Lucerne School. Please note 
that the appropriate form must be used or 
the application will not be considered. 
The deadline for the application to be 
submitted is Friday, November 12, 2010. 
Any application received after that date will 
not be accepted.

Real Estate
WANT TO MOVE TO NAKUSP AND 
NEED AN INCOME? Here is your 
opportunity to have a great business and 
building. The Evolution Boutique retails 
shoes, quilting fabric, gifts and more. 
A tanning bed brings in clients. A steal 
at $135,000. Call Shirley at Century 21 
Mountainview Realty for viewings and 
info. 250-265-8040. Email Shirley@
century21nakusp.com.

Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Meat Cutting

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

New Denver  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

Silverton

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

   SUMMER HOURS
      7 am - 10 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave.	 Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

CLASSIFIED ADS

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk Realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
Barton 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
insurance 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

	 Passmore
	 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

OFFICE SUPPLIES
Office, Art, Musician, Supplies & Service 

indelible ink
wed - sat from 10 - 2:00, earlier or 

later by telephone request
317-A Lake Ave. (Hwy 6) Silverton

phone: 250.358.7121, email: indelible.ink@live.ca
online catalogues: http://indelible-ink.spaces.live.com

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Book-keeper •
250-358-6806 work
778-867-2447 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL	

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

screening for families with children ages 
newborn to five years. Ages & Stages is a 
developmental screening tool which educates 
parents on their child’s development. A 
limited number of appointments are available 
so please call Charlene at New Denver 
StrongStart to register (250-358-7768).
THE VALHALLA WILDERNESS 
PROGRAM bottle drive -Saturday 
November 6, pickup time from 9 am to 
12:30 pm, Passmore to Slocan City. To call 
ahead, 355-2212. Thanks for your support!

For rent
2 BDR + DEN HOUSE, Burton, Fully 
Renovated, $595, No smoking/pets, 604-
946-1972, available NOW, $650 furnished, 
davega99@gmail.com.
SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW. 
Newer cottage, 2 beds, loft, quiet valley 
views. Suitable two people. $775. 250-
226-0034.
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from 
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. 
Available. $750/month. 250-860-0736.
AVAILABLE DECEMBER 1, 2010 - a 
three-bedroom, well maintained mobile 
in a mobile home park. $650 per month, 
includes pad rental. Sorry, park does not 
allow dogs. Call Shirley at 250-265-8040 
or skosiancic@telus.net.

For Sale
FIREWOOD – dry birch, split and 
delivered (Nakusp) 250-265-4048.
800 LITRES FURNACE OIL for sale, 
since heat source is being changed. Oil tank 
& stand free. Tel. 250-358-2153.

Health
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Restore your 
body, mind and spirit. Monday & Saturday 
mornings 9-10:30 am Flow; Thursday 
afternoons - 3:30-5:00 pm Restorative 
Flow.

Help Wanted
TRAFFIC CONTROL PEOPLE 
NEEDED for Kaslo, New Denver, 
Silverton, Nakusp, Edgewood areas. Must 
have valid traffic control ticket, driver’s 
licence and own vehicle. Contact Kim at 
250-265-3850.
LOOKING FOR A P/T EMPLOYEE 
for yard maintenance and snow removal 
in the New Denver-Silverton area. Please 
call Mitch at Olsen Labour, 250-358-2141 
or drop off a resume at 1122 Kootenay St., 
New Denver.
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 8 (Kootenay 
Lake) is seeking two Noon Hour 
Supervisors at Brent Kennedy Elementary 
School. These positions are five (5) hours 
per week each – 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm daily. 
This is a CUPE position and the successful 
applicant will be required to join the CUPE 

Local 748 Union. Wages will be as per the 
current collective agreement. A criminal 
records check will also be required. The 
successful applicants will be responsible for 
supervising students on the playground and 
in the school. Closing date for applications 
is 4:00 pm, Wednesday, November 10, 
2010. Starting date is immediate. A cover 
letter and resume complete with references 
can be mailed or faxed to: Mrs. Sherry 
McIvor, Manager of Human Resources, 
570 Johnstone Road, Nelson, BC  V1L 6J2; 
Fax: 250-352-6686.
BAYSHORE HOME HEALTH - one 
of Canada’s 50 Best Managed Companies 
- is recruiting casual, on-call RNs, LPNs 
and Care Aides in the New Denver Area. 
Competitive salary and benefits. Email 
resume: shgeekie@bayshore.ca.

Lost
LOST BETWEEN BURTON & 
FAUQUIER: Pink laptop in case - laptop 
has photos of my baby since birth which 
cannot be replaced. Also cutlery and small 
table. Please contact Charlotte Ruse at 
250-265-9989.

Notices
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

INCREDIBLE LAKE VIEWS WITH 
LOW MAINTENANCE may be what you 
are looking for. There are two townhouses 
that will give you the feeling that you 
have found heaven. Quality finishing and 
attention to detail. Call Shirley at Century 
21 Mountainview Realty for viewings 
and info. 250-265-8040. Email Shirley@
century21nakusp.com.

Services
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

Next Valley Voice
 Deadline:

, 2010
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNakusp 	 265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v a ’ s 
H a i r  S t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp

ph: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECYCLINGJEWELRY

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Your ad could be here for 
only $10.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

BREWING

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$18.50 + HST 
per edition

Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom Work and Repair in 

Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134
New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

CLASSIFIED ADS

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177	 www.handandsoul.ca

Obituary

CASLEY, WILLIAM KENNETH
Ken was born the youngest of four 

to a loving mother, Avelina and father, 
Roy Casley. He was born in New Denver 
September 13, 1930 and left us in New 
Denver October 19, 2010.  

Ken was a well respected member of 
the community. He held many positions 
throughout the community and he wormed 
his way into many hearts in his own special 
way. He volunteered and donated openly, 
behind the scenes, and anonymously 
especially when it would benefit the youth 
of the area. Ken was known by many names: 
Ken, Kenny, Dad, Grandpa, Gramps, Great 
Grandpa, Uncle Kenny, and when he’s in 
trouble William Kenneth Casley.

His family was his world. Ken was 
predeceased by his parents and his sister 
Gloria DeGuglielmo.

He will be sadly missed and fondly 
remembered by his wife of 55 years Bev, 
his children Clinton (Mady) of Roberts 
Creek, BC, Rhonda (Alvie) Bouillet, 
Ernest, Leonard (Heidi) all of New Denver, 
BC; grandchildren Jennifer (Konrad) 
Young, Brad (Alexandra) Hashimoto, Ryan 
(Miriam) Casley, Teresa (Kieth) Steenhoff, 
Cathleen Olson, Virigina (Lonny) Mooy, 
Dale (Paige) Hashimoto, Keith (Heather) 
Casley, Brent Olsen, Mitch Olsen and 
Mercedes Casley; 14 great grandchildren 
and two more on the way; sister Alice 
MacLaren and brother Roy; along with 
numerous family including brother-in-laws, 

sister-in-laws, nieces, nephews and great 
nieces and nephews and cousins.

His wish is in lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to: L.A.C.E. (Bosun Hall) Box 
208, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 or Slocan 
Lake Arena Society, Box 445, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0.

Our sincere and heartfelt appreciation 
to Dr. Burkholder and staff of the Slocan 
Lake Community Health Centre and 
Pavilion for their care, concern and support 
during Ken’s illness. Special thanks to 
the community, friends, and family of 
the Casley family for their outpour of 
support during this difficult time.  Words 
cannot express how grateful we are for the 
emotional support, food, flowers, the many 
phone calls and the donations in honour of 
Ken’s memory.

- Bev, Clinton, Mady, Rhonda, Alvie, 
Ernie, Leonard, Heidi and families.

JOHN PAUL MYRON LEONTOWICZ
 January 17, 1959 - October 16, 2010

John started his journey on January 17, 
1959 in New Denver, BC where he made his 
home and eventually added five children to 
the area he loved so much.   Anyone who 
had the pleasure of knowing John knew 
that he loved life and everything around 
him, and also loved living the ‘Kootenay 

Slow-as-you-can Valley’ lifestyle (for 
anyone wondering, ‘I’ll be there in five 
minutes’ means’ I might be there in an hour,’ 
‘I’ll be there in an hour means ‘don’t hold 
your breath’). His ability to make everyone 
smile by just walking into a room and 
giving the “hey there, hi there, ho there” 
greeting, followed by a great big bear hug 
will be greatly missed. And everyone will 
remember that contagious smile always 
beaming on his face.  When it comes down 
to it, John lived life to the fullest with his 
carefree lifestyle, but at the end of the day 
he would be there in a second to give the 
shirt off his back for anyone.  We could go 
on for hours telling all of our stories and 
great memories of John, but we are going 
to hold on tight to them and keep him 
alive in our hearts forever.  We are going 
to miss you more than words can express.   
We would like to send our heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who came together and 
helped us out in this difficult time. Your 
generosity has not gone unnoticed. Also 
thank you to everyone who came and 
celebrated John’s life with us.  A huge 
sincere thank you from the Leontowicz 
family . LIVE~LAUGH~LOVE.
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An Agricultural Plan 

is being developed for the 
Central Kootenay region.

This past summer, the 
RDCK invited proposals for 
the plan, and chose Nelson-
based food activist and 
consultant Abra Brynne and 
her local team – Kristin Aasen, 
Jeremy Lack, Bill Wells and 
Russell Precious. A Steering 
Committee (comprised of 
several RDCK directors, 

RDCK initiates Agricultural Plan for the area
farmers and other food players) 
is helping guide the project.

“We’re delighted that 
the RDCK chose a group of 
local players whose combined 
experience in the region will 
help to ensure that we connect 
with all the right people for a 
well-grounded plan that will 
work for the farmers of the 
Central Kootenays to produce 
a greater proportion of our 
regional food needs,” says 
Brynne.

She said the RDCK went 
beyond the scope of most 
existing BC agricultural plans 
to encompass food security. 
“The District wished to ensure 
that the agricultural capability 
of the area is realized and 
protected as part of a secure 
food supply for the region,” 
she said. “Of course the whole 
question of food security has 
achieved a global status of 
late. More and more people 
understand the real challenges 

of feeding a growing world 
population while addressing 
the combined impact of energy 
depletion, climate change and 
economic uncertainty.  Once 
upon a time the West Kootenay 
region was pretty much self 
reliant - now we import more 
than 90% of our food.”

A critical part of the project 
is gathering input from as wide 
a cross section of the region as 
possible. “After all, everyone 
is an ‘eater’ at the very least,” 

commented Brynne. There 
will be town hall meetings 
held throughout the region in 
November and there will be 
an ongoing opportunity to fill 
out surveys online. Take the 
survey at www.agplan.ca and 
watch for meeting schedules 
for your area.

A d r a f t  d o c u m e n t 
is expected to be ready in 
early spring. “We intend the 
document to be thorough, 
strategic and above all, 

practical,” she says.
Contact the team at info@

agplan.ca or 250-352-5342.
The project is funded 

in part by the Investment 
Agriculture Foundation of BC 
through programs it delivers 
on behalf of Agriculture and 
Agri‐Food Canada and the 
BC Ministry of Agriculture 
and Lands. The RDCK is 
supplying matched funds and 
administrative and technical 
support.

submitted
The Kootenay Lake DPAC 

held its annual general meeting 
on Thursday, October 28 and is 
pleased to have a full executive 
again this year. 

Jenny Henri begins her 
second year as DPAC chair, 
committed to expanding the 

Kootenay Lake DPAC announces 2010/11 executive
parent voice at the district 
level. Retha Marsden returns as 
vice-chair with Kendra Mann 
remaining in her secretary 
position. Susan Wilson returns 
to the DPAC executive as 
treasurer.

“I am honoured to be 
chosen chair of the Kootenay 

Lake  Dis t r i c t  Pa ren t s ’ 
Advisory Council for a second 
year. I look forward to working 
with parents and school 
communities to represent the 
parent and student voice at 
the district and provincial 
levels. Public education works 
best when all partners work 

together to ensure the success 
of students,” said Henri.

The Kootenay Lake DPAC 
executive is looking forward 
to attending Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC) meetings 
across the district, bringing 
information for parents, and 
goodies and door prizes to 
make things fun! The Kootenay 
Lake DPAC continues to 
support the BC Confederation 
of Parent Advisory Councils 
(BCCPAC) and is pleased to 
provide BCCPAC membership 
fees for all Kootenay Lake 
School District No. 8 PACs.

An important dialogue 
around student transportation 
has been at the forefront 
of Kootenay Lake DPAC 
meetings since the adoption 
of the eight recommendations 
from the Student Transportation 
Services Review report in 
November 2009.

“Student transportation is 
an important issue for parents, 
and DPAC has worked with 
school district staff to put 
together a helpful flyer for 
parents,” said Henri. “DPAC 
will continue to discuss 
student transportation as 

the district moves forward 
wi th  implement ing the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  We 
welcome input from all 
parents in the district so please 
visit our website for contact 
information and meeting 
dates.”

The next DPAC meeting 
will take place on Thursday, 
November 25 at the Nelson 
Board office at 570 Johnstone 
Rd. with video conferencing to 
the Creston Education Centre 
in the old South Creston 
School starting at 6 pm (7 pm 
in Creston). 

submitted
In light of recent meetings 

with the Castlegar physician 
group, Interior Health has 
suspended the move of the 
Castlegar ultrasound machine 
for now. Ultrasound service 
will continue to be provided 
at the Castlegar Health Center 
provided a technologist is 
available.

There will be continuing 
discussions with physicians, 
technologists and other 
stakeholders as other options 
are explored to maintain a 
quality and sustainable 
regional service for all patients 
in the Kootenay Boundary.

“Our priority here has 
not changed – it is to provide 
all residents of the Kootenay 
Boundary with access to 
the best possible ultrasound 
service we can with our 

Ultrasound to be retained at 
Castlegar Health Centre

limited technologists and 
available equipment,” said 
Thalia Vesterback, Diagnostic 
Imaging Director for the 
Kootenays.

The priorities in looking at 
Kootenay Boundary regional 
ultrasound service are to 
increase overall capacity and 
move toward the seven-day, 
on-call services available in 
other regions; sustain a safe, 
quality service given available 
staffing and equipment; 
increase the number of 
complex scans performed (i.e. 
shoulders); broaden the range 
of complex scans being done. 
Patients who need prostate 
exams currently have to travel 
to Cranbrook or Kelowna.

“The fact remains we are 
facing challenges with staffing 
ultrasound technologist 
positions in the Kootenay 

Boundary and we are not 
providing all the regional 
services available in other 
areas,” explained Vesterback. 

If  our  cl inicians or 
community partners have 
ideas that allow us to enhance 
what we have – given these 
challenges – we are certainly 
open to exploring them.”

IH will keep stakeholders 
informed about any decisions 
moving forward. The current 
Castlegar ultrasound was 
purchased in 2008 through the 
Ministry of Health and West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District to replace 
a 1998 machine purchased 
by the Castlegar and District 
Hospital Foundation. The 
machine in Castlegar is used 
for scheduled, non-urgent 
scans on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays each week.

by Jan McMurray
Twenty-one people have 

been charged with 43 counts 
of trafficking a controlled 
substance after police targeted 
drug dealers at the Nakusp 
Music Fest, the Kaslo Jazz 
Fest, Shambhala and Grand 
Forks International Baseball 
Tournament. Drugs involved 
were marijuana, LSD, psylicibin 
mushrooms, MDMA powder, 
Ecstasy Pills as well as cocaine, 
and methamphetamines.

The charges are  the 
result of a resource-intensive 
investigation, dubbed Project 
EPYLORUS, by members of the 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Detachment plain clothes 
General Investigation Section.

Two men from Nakusp, two 
men from Kaslo, and people 
from Revelstoke, Riondel, 
Nelson, Castlegar, Grand Forks, 
Kamloops, Abbotsford, Calgary, 

Drug dealers at local festivals charged
Whistler, Courtney, Jasper and 
Regina are all facing charges.

“It’s really important to 
us that people who come here 
are safe and they enjoy our 
community,” said Nakusp 
Mayor Karen Hamling. “We 
are really not happy to have 

people coming into our town 
and bringing in drugs and not 
obeying the rules with the 
alcohol. I was really pleased 
when we sat down and asked 
for zero tolerance that the RCMP 
responded to that and went out 
and did their best for us on that.”

The Slocan Valley pro-library referendum team got together for a 
celebratory breakfast the day after the vote passed. Area H South 
voted to join the library service with 489 votes in favour and 316 
against. L to R: Val Mayes, Camille Roberts, Linda Moore, Penny 
Tees, Chris Nichol, Sharon Block, Rita Moir and Lois Lawrence. 

Missing: Kate Guthrie and Barb Lindsay.



The Valley Voice  November 3, 201020 COMMUNITY

Global Gift 
Discoveries	

Inspiring 
Arts & Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Textiles / Objects / Artwork / Clothing
Your “Boho Chic” destination store in the Kootenays!

Slocan Park CARE Society Fundraiser 
WAM: Commons or 

Commodity?
Saturday, November 13, 1-3 pm

Slocan Park Hall
By Donation

 WAM – BC’s Water Act 
Modernization
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Songwriter and guitarist Dominique 

Fraissard will perform at the Silverton 
Gallery Saturday, November 20 at 7:30 
pm as part of the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society’s ongoing series of coffeehouses. 
Fraissard will be celebrating the launch 
of two new CDs, a live album titled 
Cutting Teeth, and an EP of six new 
songs called Humble in the Moment. 
The event will feature special guest Sean 
Arthur (‘Art’) Joyce with a cast of actors 
reading an excerpt from his new novel, 
Signs and Wonders. 

Fraissard is part of the worldwide 
revival of folk music that includes Iron 
and Wine, The Waifs, Jon Butler, and 
Jack Johnson, among others. Although 
his reputation is still building in 
Canada, he was described by Australian 
entertainment magazine The Drum 
Media as, “Simply one of the most 
amazing solo performers on offer.” 
Well-established folk artists like Billy 
Bragg, the Indigo Girls and especially 
Ani Difranco continue to be among the 
strongest influences on Fraissard. Yet 
it’s clear his rhythmic style owes much 
more to rock music than the typically 
softer sounds of folk.  

Fraissard spent his early childhood 
years in Cherryville, BC before moving 
to Australia with his parents and sister 
during his teens. It was there he learned 
to play guitar at age 17. An 18-month 
recuperation for a badly broken leg at 

Silverton Gallery coffeehouse to feature Fraissard, Joyce
age 19 gave him the time to develop his 
unique acoustic guitar style. His interest 
in poetry and the written word channeled 
naturally into songwriting and he began 
performing live in 1995. 

After travelling in Europe during the 
late 1990s Fraissard returned to Australia, 
where he played at the Woodford Folk 
Festival at a ‘chalkboard’ open stage 
venue. That cemented his desire to 
become a professional musician and in 
1998 he moved to Sydney and released 
his first album. Other musicians who 
had seen Fraissard play at Woodford 
invited him to join the newly formed 
Urban Folk Collective. The cooperative 
networked with musicians, venues 
and festivals across Australia to build 
audiences for the new folk artists in their 
Club Acoustica series. 

Fraissard’s first big break came 
when he played on the same bill as 
former Byrds member Roger McGuinn 
at a place in Sydney known as The 
Basement. Then in 2003 he got an 
enthusiastic phone call from Jon Butler, 
who had heard Fraissard’s album 
Catharsis, and invited him to open for 
a concert in Sydney. In 2007 Fraissard 
recorded his third album Tabula Rasa 
with a full band, and after the official 
album launch in Sydney, he was able 
to return to Woodford as a headliner. 
Yet somehow this still failed to gain 
him a foothold on the festival circuit in 
Australia. 

Meanwhile the Canadian indie 
music scene was hopping with 
coffeehouse and house concert circuits 
opening up everywhere, so he decided 
to return in April 2008. He got his first 
big break in Canada when he played 
the 2009 Salmon Arm Roots and Blues 
festival. Fraissard’s new albums are 
destined to become instant classics in 
his already impressive body of work. 
Tune in to Kootenay Co-op Radio’s 
membership drive on November 16 
at 5 pm, when Joyce will interview 

Fraissard, who will perform live in the 
studio.   

The Silverton Gallery coffeehouse 
will open with a dramatic reading from 
Joyce’s new work, Signs and Wonders, 
a novel he describes as a “genre-bender” 
that includes elements of classical and 
Celtic mythology, science fiction and 
social satire. The lead character is a 
hardboiled investigative reporter for 
a small town newspaper named Roy 
Breen who uncovers a previously 
unknown history of the gods in the 

course of his assignments. His cynicism 
gradually thaws as he discovers that their 
stories contain many parallels to our own 
history. An excerpt from the novel will 
appear in the spring 2011 issue of the 
New Orphic Review. Character parts will 
be dramatized by veteran actor Hank 
Hastings along with Julia Greenlaw 
and Del Tomkinson. A traditional native 
blessing on the event will be offered by 
Métis counselor Dr. Duncan Grady.  

Admission is on a sliding scale of a 
$5-10 donation to the Silverton Gallery. 

Songwriter/guitarist Dominique Fraissard will launch two new CDs at the Silverton Gallery coffeehouse Saturday, November 20. The event will 
feature a dramatized reading from Sean Arthur Joyce’s new novel Signs and Wonders.

by Jan McMurray
A grizzly bear was shot in Meadow 

Creek by a resident at about 1 am on 
October 26.

Arnold Deboon, Sergeant for the 
Conservation Officer Service in the 
West Kootenay, reported that the bear 
was attracted to a deer the resident had 
killed during hunting season and had 
hung in his woodshed. The resident 
scared the bear off and brought the deer 
into his house, and poured bleach in the 
woodshed to eliminate the scent of the 
deer. The bear returned however, and 
attempts to scare it off were unsuccessful, 
so the resident shot and killed it. “I do 
not enjoy having to shoot a bear, but 
felt I had no choice in the matter,” said 
the resident. 

Deboon said the bear was a male 
grizzly, around 300 lbs., probably four to 

Grizzly bear shot in Meadow Creek
six years old. “The Wildlife Act allows 
you to shoot animals that are a danger to 
your domestic stock and property,” said 
Deboon. “As this bear was interested 
in what was inside the house, you can 
lawfully shoot the bear as long as you 
report it. This person reported it very 
soon after destroying it. While we don’t 
encourage it, we certainly understand it 
has to be done.”

Deboon notified Dr. Michael 
Procter, local grizzly bear researcher, 
who went to Meadow Creek and took 
some DNA samples. The hide and skull 
were salvaged and will be used for 
interpretation purposes with the North 
Kootenay Lake Bear Smart Program.

Gillian Sanders, Bear Smart 
Program Coordinator, says the program 
provides residents with tools to manage 
bear attractants, such as bear-resistant 

garbage bins and electric fencing. She 
says she has developed a style of fencing 
that would probably work for a hanging 
deer. She is also willing to pursue the idea 
of a community bear-safe meat storage 
facility if people are interested. Sanders 
encourages North Kootenay Lake 
residents to contact her at nklbearsmart@
gmail.com or 250-353-1137.

Deboon encourages people to 
report bear problems to the 24-hour 
reporting line: 1-877-952-7277. He 
says Conservation Officers first try 
to deal with bear-human conflicts by 
helping people manage attractants. If 
there is a public safety issue, such as 
a bear hanging around a school trying 
to get inside, officers will trap the bear. 
Habituated black bears are destroyed, but 
grizzlies are re-located unless they’ve 
killed livestock or done damage. 
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Local Slocan Valley groups will be 

sponsoring presentations in November 
on BC’s Water Act Modernization 
(WAM). At the presentations, active 
Slocan Valley resident Nelle Maxey 
will examine suggested changes to the 
Water Act as presented in government 
documents and in public submissions 
following last spring’s government 
sponsored WAM workshops.

The presentations will be held 
as fundraisers for the host groups. 
The first scheduled presentation is in 
Slocan Park at the Slocan Park Hall 
on Saturday, November 13, from 1 to 
3 pm. Slocan Park CARE Society is 
hosting. Presentations will be hosted in 
Winlaw by the Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association and in New Denver by the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society. Dates and 

Local groups host WAM information sessions
times will be announced.

“As another round of public 
consultation approaches, I thought it 
might be helpful to the public to have 
some more information on WAM,” 
Maxey explains.

In September, Maxey was invited to 
do a presentation on WAM 

at the BC Food Service Network’s 
annual gathering in Ymir. “My research 
developing that presentation only 
solidified my concerns on proposed 
changes, and lead me to the conclusion 
that the basic issue is whether our water 
will be commodified under the new 
legislation.” 

The Nelson screening of the Gemini 
nominated documentary film Water 
on the Table only reinforced Maxey’s 
concerns. “Maude Barlow, special 
advisor on water to the United Nations at 

the time of the filming, repeats a number 
of times that the most important issue 
is – ‘who makes the decisions’ about 
water use. Since that is what the WAM 
governance models are all about, it is 
extremely important for the public to 
understand what is really being placed 
on the WAM table,” Maxey says. 

She believes water governance and 
public water rights are very important 
issues that can affect our personal and 
community well-being, especially 
in rural locations. “Cutting up the 
decreasing pie into different sized pieces, 
is no solution to water problems. A 
serious look at management practices, 
source protection, watershed restoration 
and public funding of a governance 
structure that includes local decision 
making is what is required if water is to 
be truly protected.”


