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MLA Mungall hosts meeting to hear concerns about Kaslo Primary Health
by Leah Main
The Kaslo Health Forum hosted
by MLA Michelle Mungall on May 11
was attended by over 60 Kaslo residents
concerned that they are losing their
Primary Health Care Centre (PHCC)
services due to provincial cutbacks.
Kate O’Keefe of the Kaslo Area
Health Advisory Committee was the
guest speaker. She explained that all
the PHCC nursing services, on-site
administration, and ongoing education
for staff have been reduced over the
last few years.The community is now
concerned that the facility is unable
to deliver the quality of health care
originally promised. The demand for
these services has not decreased.
Kaslo’s Primary Health Care Centre
opened in 2002. It was developed
in response to the needs of rural
communities to have access to the
best care in the most efficient manner
possible, offering numerous services,
including Home Nursing Care, Public
Health Nursing, Primary Care Nursing,
physician services, a physiotherapist,
lab technicians, visiting optometrists
and mental health practitioners. Over
the years, nursing and administrative
positions have been reduced.
Locum Dr. Devon Christie, a recent
graduate with family medicine training,
informed the group that medical
schools are currently teaching exactly
this integrative model of health care
delivery. She perceives the IHA cuts
as “regressive and less efficient,” and
stressed that “integrative models are the
way of the future.”
In a May 10 email, Diane Gagnon
of the IHA wrote, “The HCC hours for
Kaslo are in line with other communities
Kaslo’s size and above the FTE (full
time equivalent) component larger
centres have and above the FTE for the
number of clients registered with the
service. There have not been any gaps
in services …”
However, the community disputes
whether IHA service levels are adequate
for any community. Many people, both
health care providers and health care
clients, fear that the current diminishing

of funded services is part of a political
assault on the publicly funded health care
system, and will lead to the introduction
of private health care.
A May 4 letter from the Kaslo
Primary Health Care Team to IHA Chief
Executive Officer Dr. Robert Halpenny
states, “Interior Health is waging a
war of attrition against Kaslo Primary
Health Care. Senior management is
dictating how our centre functions,
without collaboration with us. The very
existence of our centre is at stake … Our
community advocacy group recently
met with senior managers from East
Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary.
Management’s position is that we
are overstaffed and overfunded. This
is simply not the case. Local Senior
Management appears tired of hearing
the community’s concerns, so we are
pleading with you to intervene.” Dr.
Halpenny declined to respond to the
letter, but the PHC Team expects to
participate in a conference call with
other IHA personnel in the very near
future.
A May 11 letter of support from
Kaslo Mayor Greg Lay, which was read
to the assembly, included the statements,
“Our hospital and local staff who in past
years served the community effectively,
now find themselves isolated from
the decision making process. This has
resulted in dysfunctional, unsatisfactory
service to local users of the health care
system which WE pay taxes for … In
my opinion the IHA at this time is …
unwilling to consider the advice of local
health care professionals who have the
experience and knowledge to deliver
effective health care in our community.”
After O’Keefe’s presentation and
resulting questions, the attendees broke
into eight small groups to answer two
questions posed by MLA Mungall:
What are the key health care issues for
North Kootenay Lake? What do you
want the provincial government to do?
The small group discussions
produced a list of key concerns about
health care in North Kootenay Lake:
The “bottom line” business model
the province has adopted for both health

and education does not work to deliver
needed services;
With an aging population, home
support and public health nurse services
are critical;
Under the Health Authority
model, there is no accountability to the
communities, who feel they are being
neglected as stakeholders in health care
discussions;
Health providers are being
overworked and under-consulted,
creating stress and burnout. Additionally,
they fear that speaking out may put their
jobs at risk;
A slide is perceived toward a dual
health care system, where private

delivery of services will bleed money
from the public services.
In answer to the second question
– what do you want the provincial
government to do? – the group
unanimously wants the Province to
provide adequate funding, and to restore
the PHCC to the original model of
collaborative, integrated delivery
of health care services with local
consultation.
Mungall said, “It’s good for me as
your representative to know what you
want, so I can take that information back
to Victoria.” She agreed that it is critically
important to deliver adequate health care
services where they are needed, and

urged the attendees to become active
in expressing the community’s needs,
using both traditional and newer media
and communications.
She stated, “When we get political,
we demand accountability – it’s
about getting active and holding them
accountable.” She promised to do
everything in her power to bring these
matters to the continuing attention
of provincial politicians and officials
responsible for making the financial,
administrative and operational decisions
regarding health care.
Her report on this meeting will
be available on her website: www.
michellemungall.com.

Arson is suspected in the May 13 fire that destroyed two of Meadow Creek’s oldest heritage buildings. See story on page 3.

RCMP bust Winlaw grow-op, report rescue of hiker
submitted
• On May 5, Slocan Lake and
Nakusp RCMP detachments executed
a search warrant on a residence
on Kazakoff Road in Winlaw,
locating a marijuana grow operation
inside a greenhouse. Police seized
approximately 270 plants and arrested
one Winlaw resident at the scene.
The RCMP ask that anyone with
information regarding illegal grow-ops
please contact Slocan Lake detachment
at 250-358-2222.
• Nakusp RCMP responded on

May 8 to a 911 call from a cell phone.
The female on the phone advised
that she had fallen off a trail and
needed help. Unfortunately her cell
phone kept cutting out and she was
unable to provide her location to
the 911 operator. The GPS locator
on her phone gave a location of
McDonald Creek Provincial Park and
Nakusp RCMP with the assistance of
Slocan Lake RCMP and Arrow Lakes
Search and Rescue were dispatched
to the area. After a short ground
search the female was located near

McDonald Creek where she had been
crossing on a log and fell onto the
rocks below. She was complaining
of pain in her hip and legs, and was
extracted under the supervision of BC
Ambulance to a waiting helicopter
which transported her to Arrow Lakes
Hospital. According to RCMP, this
woman is “lucky to be alive and was
saved by the fact that her cell phone
was GPS equipped.” Nakusp RCMP
remind the public that hiking alone,
even in familiar terrain, can become
dangerous.
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New BC Clean Energy Act sets off controversy
by Art Joyce
As if the BC Liberals
weren’t in enough political hot
water with the HST, their new
Clean Energy Act is sure to turn
up the temperature. Although
touted by the government as a
means to “strengthen the goal
of electricity self-sufficiency”
within the province, critics say it’s
deregulation in disguise designed
to benefit private capital.
What is considered most
controversial by the NDP, the
Green Party, the Council of
Canadians and some unions is
the removal of the BC Utilities
Commission’s role in assessing
energy projects. Historically
the BCUC has been responsible
for assessing whether new
power generation projects meet
a genuine need that serves
BC taxpayers. Now it will be
relegated merely to setting rates.
Instead, an Integrated Resource
Plan (IRP) will be instituted to
help create “long-term stability
for the industry.”
That will likely mean “new
options to contract with BC
Hydro for long-term electricity
purchases at set prices for limited
volumes of power over defined
periods of time,” according to
the government’s briefing paper
on the Act. Not surprisingly, a
media release from the Mining

Association of BC (MABC)
and Joint Industry Electricity
Steering Committee (JIESC)
praises the Act. “The provincial
government has listened to the
concerns of large industrial power
consumers,” said Richard Stout,
Executive Director of JIESC.
What’s less clear is whether
the needs of non-industrial BC
taxpayers will be considered in
the Act.
According to Andy Ross,
President of the Canadian Office
and Professional Employees
Union, Local 378, the Act
“clearly sets out the government’s
plan to fast-track all infrastructure
for mass exports of power and
private energy development,
stating that virtually every single
energy development project
in the province ‘will not be
subject to unnecessary lengthy
and costly processes before the
BC Utilities Commission.’”
This will include such projects
as the Site C Dam, the $1 billion
Smart Metering program, the
Northwest Transmission Line,
two additional turbines at Mica
Dam, an additional turbine at
Revelstoke Dam, and the Clean
Energy and Bioenergy calls. The
government counters Ross’s
claim by stating that “by law, the
low rate benefits that come from
BC’s existing and future heritage

assets will flow exclusively to
British Columbians and will
not be used to subsidize foreign
power sales.”
Green Party of BC Deputy
Leader Julius Bloomfield also
believes the government’s agenda
is driven less by the desire to
promote clean power than to
benefit large corporate clients.
“Oil and gas fields in the northeast
need plenty of cheap power, and
a transmission line from Site
C to the Horn River shale gas
basin is proposed. And, guess
who needs gas? The Alberta
Tar Sands,” says Bloomfield.
He adds that the evisceration
of BCUC’s regulatory role was
expected, if deplorable. “After
all, the Premier hinted that he
would do so after the BCUC
rejected BC Hydro’s call for
clean power as not in the best
interest of British Columbians
in the fall of 2009.” While the
Greens are entirely in favour of
clean, renewable energy, they
and many other critics argue
that the government’s approach
to Independent Power Projects
(IPPs) has been disastrous,
granting 40-year contracts at
fixed rates as much as twice the
current cost of power.
The Act will also join BC
Hydro and the BC Transmission
Corporation (BCTC) into a single
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entity. NDP Energy Critic John
Horgan says this merely corrects
the mistake the Liberals made by
splitting the two entities in the
first place, but at considerable
cost. “The decision to turn BC
Hydro into a clearing house for
private profit will cost ratepayers
a good deal more,” says Horgan.
“BC Hydro must now assemble
private power, firm and shape
it, and export it to markets in
the United States to the benefit
of private corporations.” By
removing the independent
oversight of the BCUC, Horgan
argues, the act will allow Cabinet
to arbitrarily set targets for

energy production, export limits,
transmission lines and other
spending initiatives.
To be fair, there are some
laudable goals enshrined
in the Act. To meet future
power demand, it commits
the government to meeting 66
percent of its electricity needs
from conservation and efficiency
improvements by 2020, an
increase from the current target
of 50 percent. The zero emissions
goal increases the legislated
clean or renewable electricity
generation target from 90 to
93 percent of total generation,
one of the highest standards in

the world. It also allows for net
metering, which lets residential
and commercial customers
sell excess power back to BC
Hydro or store it for future use.
Customers who produce their
own power, such as solar, can
sell excess power back to the
grid. The Phase 2 Bioenergy
Call for up to 1,000 gigawatt
hours of electricity from wood
waste will move forward, along
with projects to increase power
generation and efficiency at BC’s
pulp mills.
As always with government,
it’s a case of “the devil is in the
details,” and “follow the money.”

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is considering
establishing three new regionwide services in 2011 – but they
are not really new.
The RDCK has been
providing these three services
with funds from the General
Administration budget. The
services include Geospatial
Information Services (GIS),
Community Sustainable Living
Services, and Renewable Energy
Services.
If separate services were
created for these, residents
would be taxed less for General
Administration, and would be
taxed for the new services.
“The first two services
would reduce the cost of General
Administration; the tax dollars
would be transferred over into
the new services,” explained
RDCK Chair Gary Wright in an
interview. “It’s not a huge change
in tax dollar amounts.”
He explained that creating
services for these things is
more transparent, because
currently they “get lost” in
General Administration. “Some
municipalities are very happy
about this because they have been
looking for this kind of definition

for a long time,” he said.
GIS mapping services are
used a lot by municipalities in
the district. The tax cap for the
service would be $246,000 or
3.5 cents per $1,000 of assessed
property value.
Community Sustainable
Living Services include the
administrative work involved in
things such as ALR (Agricultural
Land Reserve) reviews, and
in developing Climate Action
Charter and Carbon Neutral
strategies. The tax cap for this
service would be $210,000 or
about 2 cents per $1,000.
The Renewable Energy
Service is also currently included
in the General Administration
budget, but the new service
would probably cost taxpayers
more, at least in the short term.
The proposed tax cap for the
new service is $200,000 or about
2 cents per $1,000. Taxpayers
contributed $30,000 to this in
2009, and $10,000 was granted
to the Village of Slocan for a
feasibility study on a micro-hydro
project. The $20,000 left over
from 2009 was carried over to the
2010 budget, and no tax will be
collected in 2010 for this.
The Renewable Energy
Service is a triregional
undertaking with the Regional
Districts of East Kootenay and
Kootenay Boundary, and would
establish a Kootenay-wide

renewable energy service with
funding of about $500,000 per
year. “The intent would be to help
meet our carbon neutral goals,
and to promote local renewable
energy programs run by local
people under local control with
the revenues going back to local
governments,” explained Chair
Wright.
Wright gave an example. “If
Slocan wants to do a hydro project
and they need to borrow $2
million, or $150,000 a year over
20 years, they could do it through
RDCK’s new Renewable Energy
Service, which would front a
major portion of the money. The
return on the investment over the
next 20-50 years would return
to the RDCK program to help
reduce RDCK costs and taxation,
and make more money available
for more programs.”
If there is enough interest in
the creation of these services from
the municipalities in the RDCK,
elector consent will be sought
through the Alternate Approval
Process (AAP). This process is
done through advertisements
in local newspapers. Voters
who are opposed to the creation
of these services can register
their opposition, as outlined
in the advertisements. If more
than10% of the electorate register
their dissent, the RDCK cannot
proceed with creating the services
without going to referendum.

RDCK proposes three new services for 2011

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

May 19, 2010

NEWS

The Valley Voice

Heritage buildings burn down in Meadow Creek

by Jan McMurray
In the early hours of Thursday
morning, May 13, the community
of Meadow Creek lost its two oldest
heritage buildings in a suspicious fire
on the old Marblehead Quarry property.
Constable Ryan Archer of the
Kaslo RCMP detachment reported that
arson is suspected and the incident is
under investigation. No fire department
responded, as the area has no fire
protection.
Local homes, a timber frame
business and neighbouring sawmills
were threatened as embers and debris
rained down upon them throughout the
early morning.
The main Marblehead building was
the oldest building in the Lardeau Valley
and was exceptionally well built, using
traditional timber framing methods.
The two buildings were constructed in
1895 for the Marblehead Quarry, which
operated until about 1940. The property
then became a logging camp, followed
by a site for sawmills. The property has
sat abandoned since 1989, and has been

used as a dumping ground for old cars
and garbage.
Recently, a group of local citizens
formed to purchase the property. The
group’s plans were to restore the main
heritage building, which was still in
remarkable shape, and open it as an
entrepreneurial centre for residents of
the Lardeau Valley. Ideas for the building
included rentable office space, an
artisans’ centre with shop and gallery for
local artists, and possibly an animal feed
and farm supply store. The adjoining
land was earmarked for greenhouses
and a market garden. The concept
behind the project was to promote food
sustainability in the valley, and provide a
support system for local growers through
initiatives such as cooperative marketing
and transportation.
The group had begun discussing
other possibilities for the property as
well, including vacation cabins along
the river, some sort of inventive use
for the Beehive Burner on the site
(one of the few left in BC), and a
space for local entrepreneurs to set

up artisan workshops (woodworking,
metal working, etc.). They were also
considering a proposal for a pelleting/
briquette mill on the site, which would
make use of the waste wood from
the two neighbouring sawmills, and
possibly a facility for recycling the
region’s green waste to make usable and

by Jan McMurray
A Community Wildfire Protection
Program for communities in the
Kootenays is in the works. The Regional
Districts of Central Kootenay, East
Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary got
together to apply for funding for the
program, and received $5 million under
the federal/provincial Job Opportunities
Program. An application for prescription
funding, to make an operational plan for
each project, is pending a decision by
the Union of BC Municipalities.
BA Blackwell and Associates
has won the contract to manage the
project. Blackwell’s team includes
John Cathro, Registered Professional
Forester from Kaslo, and Don Mortimer,
a recognized fire specialist from the
Kootenay Boundary. Blackwell says
more team members will be coming
on board as they get further into the
prroject.
“My job is to identify priority areas
for treatment, get them into prescriptions
and implement the projects – all in
consultation with each of the Regional
Districts and communities that are
involved,” explained Blackwell in an
interview. “Once the draft prescriptions
are done, we will consult with the
government on First Nations issues and
with the local community to make sure
they are on side.” He said the goal was

to hire local forestry workers to carry
out the fuel treatment work.
Some of the RDCK communities
under consideration are New Denver,
Silverton, Slocan, Ymir, Creston,
the east shore of Kootenay Lake,
Ooteschenia and Castlegar – but these
areas have not yet been finalized.
“The hope is that the program will
be able to continue for the next few years
to cover a lot more areas,” he said. “The
funding we got for this project helps to
further leverage more funds to do more
projects in future years.” This initial
project must be completed by March
31, 2011. To choose the priority areas,
Blackwell is looking at communities
that do not already have programs in
place, so that’s why Nakusp and Kaslo
will probably not be part of this initial
project. He is also looking only at
communities that have a Community
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).
There is a CWPP for the whole
of the RDCK, which Blackwell was
engaged to develop a few years ago.
The other Regional Districts have
CWPPs for three communities each:
Rossland, Christina Lake and Big
White in the Kootenay Boundary and
Fernie, Sparwood and Elkford in the
East Kootenay.
Blackwell said that projects in
Kimberley and Cranbrook are underway

as part of this funding application,
but are being managed by RW Gray
Consulting.
Blackwell explained that the main
goal of the program will be to lower the
wildfire risk. “Risk is a function of the
probability of fire and the consequence
of fire. We’ll be working on forest
stands close to homes and communities
that pose a high probability and a high

submitted
Environment Minister Barry Penner
says below average snowpacks across
British Columbia indicate significant
potential for low stream flows and
water-supply shortages to develop this
summer. As a result, Penner says the
BC government is developing a 2010
Drought Response Plan, although should
wet weather materialize in May and June,
it could reduce the risk.
The peak of the winter’s snowpack
has accumulated and the melt has begun.
Snowpacks have declined in most areas
during April as a result of drier than
normal weather. With the exception of
high-elevation areas on Vancouver Island
and the South Coast, snowpacks across
BC are all below normal. Snowpacks in
the South Interior (Nicola, Okanagan,

Similkameen, West Kootenay, East
Kootenay, Lower Columbia) and in the
Northwest Interior (Skeena, Nass) are
substantially below normal. In most
basins, low- and mid-elevation snow is
already absent or well below normal,
following the unusually warm weather
and melt from January to mid-March.
Much of the South Interior
(including the West Kootenay and
Lower Columbia) are currently classified
at Drought Level 3 (very dry conditions),
where low stream flows and water
supply shortages are highly probable
unless significant rainfall occurs during
May and June. In these areas, water
conservation is urged. Water restrictions
at the local level should be considered
and drought management plans should
be reviewed.
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sellable compost.
At a community meeting held on
April 22 to present the idea, there was
overwhelming support and offers of
volunteer help to clean up the property
and make this project happen.
The group’s offer to buy the land was
with the lawyer when the tragedy struck.

To further frustrate the community’s
efforts, the landmark beehive burner
may be lost as it is taken down for scrap
metal before the property is purchased.
Anyone with any information
regarding the fire is asked to contact the
Kaslo RCMP detachment at 353-2225
or CrimeStoppers (1-800-222-TIPS).

Before the fire, this property held much promise for the community of Meadow Creek. A local group had plans to purchase
the property, restore one of the buildings, and offer opportunities for business there. These plans are now in jeopardy.

Kootenay-wide wildfire protection program could include projects for New Denver, Silverton and Slocan

Government prepares drought response plans

consequence of fire.”
He said that because the Kootenays
have a long history of fire suppression,
the forests have a very dense understorey
and a lot of fire-prone trees, such as
cedars. “These forest types are prone to
crown fires [in the treetops], which are
difficult to control. We want to create
conditions that would keep the fire on
the ground, where it is easy to put out.”

Blackwell said that at the
prescription/planning stage, there are a
lot of factors that have to be considered
to get the right prescription for the site.
“The more you open up the forest, the
more you increase air flow and drying,
so you have to find that balance between
opening it up too much and not enough.
You want to encourage more fireresistant vegetation.” he said.

OPINION
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Pet problems

A very interesting story was
submitted to Arrow Lakes News April
28 regarding Pet Week 2010. As a senior
who no longer wishes to be responsible
for the care of a pet, I also do not wish
to try to keep neighbourhood cats from
digging in my freshly seeded vegetable
garden or weeding among the cat feces
in the flower beds. The garden area is
completely fenced but does not deter
the cats.
These animals should be spayed,
neutered, licensed, controlled and
restrained to their own properties. It can
be done. Our son and daughter-in-law
have two cats which, when outside are
harnessed and tethered.
If there are community bylaws let’s
see them enforced. If there are not there
should be.
Dennis Moorhouse
Nakusp

Comment on
Kaslo burnout

Anyone with only a nodding
acquaintance with the New Testament
knows that one of the conditions Our
Lord Jesus Christ laid down for our
qualifiying to get through the pearly
gates was that we should “become like
children.”
I am not aware of any scripture
commentator who has suggested that
returning to the practice of burning
rubber, one of the stupidest indications
of teenage eratics ever known, qualifies
grown men for the status of children
Jesus had in mind. And the argument this
kind of nonsense brings in tourist dollars
is about as valid as saying it’s legitimate
to make money off the slave trade.
Kaslo really has been had by the
crew that was sent out of Nelson.
Ken Lamb
Nelson

Thank you New
Denver council

Mayor Wright and councillors, I
salute you.
Thank you for all your dedication

to staying vigilant and working hard at
keeping the Slocan Community Health
Centre open. I don’t think we would have
the same level of care in our community
if it weren’t for your support of the
doctors, nurses and care staff, and your
vigilance of IHA and its seeming plan
to quietly and slowly shut down this
facility. As we all know from experience,
it’s easier to fight for what we already
have than to try to get it back. I know
the SCHC staff make a great effort to
provide a high level of care and it helps
when the town backs them up. So, on
behalf of myself and probably many
others, I thank you.
Dagmar Koutsky
Hills

Repair West Wilson
Creek Road washout

An old culvert on West Wilson
Creek Road in Rosebery in the Slocan
Lake Valley has failed and washed out.
Wess Hoglof of the Arrow Boundary
Forest Service has suggested a road
deactivation take place.
An active small-scale salvage
operation is in progress on the other side
of the washout. Deactivation of the road,
which has been active for over 65 years,
will be very expensive, and will result
in the loss of thousands of dollars in
revenue from salvage wood. Salvaging
is removing trees that are a fire hazard
and that have been beetle infested. Smallscale salvage very effectively removes
dead standing timber, thereby reducing
the threat of wildfires. West Wilson
Creek Road has provided firewood for
local people for many years; the removal
of firewood from the roadside also helps
reduce fire hazard. Meanwhile, millions
of dollars are being spent to protect our
communities from forest fires. But the
Forest Service indicates that there is no
funding available to repair the road.
On another note, selective harvesting
must be recognized in our forest policy
in order to get the most from our timber
supply and reduce the threat of forest
fires!
Ron Huss
Rosebery
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Speaking against
the burnout

The Kaslo May Days Burnout
contest should be reconsidered. First, it
is against the law to spin tires until they
smoke. Yes, it is fun but that does not
make it less ridiculous, considering the
carcinogenic fall-out from this haze of
tire smoke that is particularly effective
at jeopardizing the well-being of our
children.
Four or five years ago, I went to a
Nelson city council meeting to try and
encourage them to stop the burnout at a
local car show event. Great event minus
the burnout. Before I went to council, I
rang up the federal environment office
in Kamloops to speak with the air
quality enforcement officer about Nelson
council’s plans to spin tires off of trucks
and cars. The fellow nearly cried on
the phone. He told me that Nelson city
council’s decision to allow this burnout
had started a trend of tire fires across the
province. He was upset and disappointed
with council’s decision and police and
fire departments’ necessary support of
this pollution event.
My efforts to stop Nelson’s burnout
incurred the wrath of the bigwigs
organizing the event and some comical
efforts to intimidate me ensued. It took
three years to get through to Nelson’s
city council because at least one of the
council members is a member of a car
club and the mayor was very supportive.
The good folk of Kaslo should
remember May Days is traditionally a
family event, with May Pole, baseball
and beer garden. I never miss it, but I
will this year and will encourage others
to consider the health of their children
before making the drive to a very
beautiful town that appears intent on
spilling pounds of carcinogenic particles
in the air, water and earth.
Canada produces three times more
carcinogenic air pollution than the
United States. In my opinion that needs
to be reversed. Educating our children
with simple common sense municipal
leadership is a good place to start.
Tom Prior
Nelson

Response to
Lynx Farm article

I feel compelled to respond to
the article on the Lynx Farm eviction,
published in the May 5 Valley Voice.
This article is an important one. It raises
serious issues around food security
and the plight of farmers. It offers up
hope with creative suggestions toward
solutions.

			

I come from a heritage of farmers,
although I am more of a grower than
a farmer. Even after the Second World
War many farmers returning from
overseas, like my grandfather, had to
work off the farm to support payments
to creditors, mortgages and suppliers. He
was a farmer who was also a butcher, a
mechanic and a United Church minister.
Canada has a dynamic history
through associations, cooperatives
and political movements in providing
opportunities for farmers to receive
assistance. I have found that farmers are
very willing to share their knowledge and
experience. Far from being unaware of
the difficulties faced by farmers I believe
that most Canadians are aware of the
issues and support the concept of food
security and supporting local farmers
and processors.
Having this broad support translate
into rationalizing the cost of land to an
affordable level for new farmers is a huge
and complex problem. Many farmers
operate with credit derived from the
value of their land. Starting a farm from
scratch without a secure land base is
difficult. Having to restart many times
over must be maddening.
That being said, the projection
and stereotyping in the article towards
the owners of the Johnson’s Landing
property is unfounded and harmful. The
property owners have been involved with
many people and farmers throughout the
Slocan Valley, the Kaslo area and the
City of Nelson for many, many years. I
have known them to be supportive and
generous with people needing affordable
housing, people needing land to be food
producers and people working towards
positive change.
If anyone I know deserves a vacation
it is these folks, although I suspect they
will continue to work and rent their land
for free or at an affordable rate for their
next tenants.
Brenton Raby
Nelson

Open letter to
Premier Campbell

The undersigned organizations
are strongly opposed to the killing of
large carnivores (wolves, cougars,
bears, wolverines) to save the mountain
caribou. Wolves and cougars are
currently being trapped and shot as part
of the Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan.
The government has proposed to escalate
the elimination of wolves by shooting
them from helicopters. We oppose all
these practices for the following reasons:
Predation did not cause the decline
of mountain caribou populations.
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Killing top predators will not save
the mountain caribou. Even if we
could kill all the predators, herds could
still be wiped out by incidents such
as automobile accidents, avalanches,
stress from snowmobiles and fluctuating
winter conditions unfavourable to their
survival.
Top predators play critical roles in
maintaining healthy ecosystems.
Predator control practices include
the killing of the majority of wolves
over large areas for many years or
decades. The undersigned have grave
concerns about the long-term survival
of wolves due to the cumulative effects
of such programs, which are periodically
undertaken in BC.
Sporadic predator control programs
in BC have been driven by politics, not
science. Increasingly they incorporate
science to legitimize political objectives.
Large carnivores are intelligent
animals with amazing family
relationships. They have an intrinsic
value in and of themselves, and a right
to life.
Lastly, the undersigned declare
that the following methods of predator
control are cruel and unbefitting to the
dignity and principles of the human race.
• Chasing wolves to exhaustion
with helicopters and shooting them from
the air, which is now being considered
in BC;
• Leghold traps and snaring,
followed by killing, which is currently
happening in BC;
• The use of poison, which occurred
in BC in the past and is currently
occurring in Alberta.
In view of these factors, we urge the
BC government to cease killing large
carnivores immediately and undertake
scientific studies of the ecology of these
animals. We recommend the following
steps to protect mountain caribou without
doing further ecosystem damage:
Stop clearcutting and road building
in all mountain caribou habitat; the
continuation of these practices only
increases habitat for moose and wolves.
Stop snowmobiling and heli-skiing
in historical mountain caribou wintering
areas. The current snowmobile closures
are too few and too small, and they are
not being enforced.
Habitat restoration in clearcut areas
is crucial, including the decommissioning
of old roads.
Reduce the speed limit on the SalmoCreston Highway, where a number of
animals in a critically imperiled herd
have been killed by passing vehicles.
Valhalla Wilderness Society
+ 15 other organizations
British Columbia
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New Denver council, May 11: Public hearing set for proposed seniors’ housing project
by Michael Dorsey
• Council set June 7 as the date for
a public hearing regarding the re-zoning
for the seniors’/disabled housing project.
The Village will also host a public
meeting on the issue on June 1.
• Wanda Palmer attended as a
delegation and presented a petition with
182 signatures (130 from New Denver
residents) in support of cell phones.
Palmer asked council to pass the petition
on to Telus. Councillor Bunka noted that
council was never against cell phones –
just the placement of the cell tower – and
Mayor Wright commented that Telus
has not yet set a date for installation.
Council moved to send a copy of the
petition to Telus.
• Councillor Bunka reported on
a “constructive meeting” regarding
potential areas for wildfire protection
projects in New Denver as part of the
new Kootenay-wide program. Areas
under consideration are around the
water tank and across Carpenter Creek
opposite the tank. Councillor Murphy
commented that the highest priorities for
protection are the tank and power lines.
John Cathro, member of the program’s
management team, was going to check
the Bigelow Bay area and report back
to council.

• Mayor Wright reported meeting
with School District #10 board chair
Pattie Adam to discuss applying for a
$30,000 grant, available to school districts
under the Community Connections
program, for a community garden
project at Lucerne School. Councillor
Murphy will act as liaison, and will
investigate priorities for an application.
He suggested a pilot greenhouse demo
on the bottom field. Councillor Bunka
suggested a “food for thought” project
tie-in, and Murphy noted the school
principal wants a horticultural project.
Council moved to support the project.
• Mayor Wright reported on a
meeting with campground host, Gail
Swanson, who suggested raising the
overflow camping fees.
Wright also reported on the RCMP
annual review, where community
priorities were set as: 1. Traffic control
and drunk driving; 2. crime and property
damage; and 3. improving external
communications.
• Council will meet with staff
on May 27 to review the OCP and
zoning bylaws in view of the required
policy statements under the Climate
Action Charter. Public submissions and
community input will be reviewed at
the meeting, as well. There will also be

a public meeting on these amendments.
• A request was received from
Teri Freeman of the Hidden Garden
Gallery to use Greer Park, to close the
sidewalks and Main Street for a parade,
and to use electricity from the Greer
Park pumphouse for the July 18 Toru
Fujibayashi sculpture unveiling. Acting
on a staff recommendation, council will
allow use of Greer Park and the streets,
but denied access to the pumphouse
electricity. Because there are no outlets
on the building exterior, this request
would require a four-hour callout for
Public Works at time-and-a-half wages.
• Council approved the purchase
of a stocked fridge to replace the fire
department’s fridge, which is “in dire
straits,” as a gesture of appreciation
for use of the hall during Village office
renovations.
• A letter was received from Adhera
Angelucci, West Coast Escapes,
regarding a possible feature on New
Denver. Council voted to express interest
and request more information.
• Council moved to pay their fair
share to the May Days Committee for
the cost of Citizen of the Year Awards.
Traditionally, New Denver and Silverton
split the $100 cost.
• Council voted to support

Valhalla Film School offers animation
workshop on Japanese Canadian internment
submitted
Aspiring filmmakers from across
the region are offered a rare and
wonderful opportunity to participate
in archiving local history.
Interested adults will learn new
skills and create media in a two-day
Animation and Digital Storytelling
Workshop on Friday, June 4 and
Saturday, June 5 in New Denver. No
previous experience is required, but
experienced filmmakers are invited
to join in.
Led by two dynamic and talented
Canadian filmmakers, Catrina
Longmuir and Martin Rose, adults
are invited to create a short digital story
or animation piece based on the history
or experience of the Japanese Canadian
internment in New Denver.
Film School students will learn
a variety of animation techniques
including cut-out drawings, and
stopmotion of paintings, drawings
or still photographs. They may also
create digital stories with narration,
live action, short interviews, and sound
or music. Production tools such as
iStopmotion, iMovie and digital sound
recordings are covered in the course.
Catrina Longmuir has been an
associate producer with the National
Film Board of Canada, and now works
as an independent producer and media
artist. She produces Our World, an
initiative with aboriginal youth living
in remote First Nations communities.
Longmuir, who is Japanese Canadian,
is a great fit as a mentor for this year’s
Valhalla Film School, both because
of her personal background and her
talents in filmmaking.
Martin Rose works as associate
professor in animation at Emily Carr
University of Art & Design and
has been an independent animation
filmmaker in Vancouver for two
decades. Martin Rose has contributed
extensively to auteur animation
projects at the National Film Board.

As a producer, he was involved with
How People Got Fire, The Trembling
Veil of Bones, and Animate Everything.
Rose directed the 1994 award-winning
animation film, Trawna to Belvul.
His experience as a teacher and
filmmaker will add immense depth to
the workshop.
Rose and Longmuir join awardwinning documentary cinematographer
and director, Mo Simpson. Simpson is
mentoring Lucerne high school film
students who are also working on the
theme of the Japanese internment.
On Sunday, June 6 at 7 pm,
both the high school students’ short
documentary films, and the adult
Film School animation films will be
showcased at Bosun Hall in New
Denver. Audiences will also see works
by the VFS instructors: animations
by Rose, a digital storytelling film by
Longmuir, and a short documentary
film by Mo Simpson.

The cost of the adult workshop
is $50 – an amazing value for the
two days. “We wanted to make
filmmaking affordable for locals so
that anyone interested in film will
have a chance to participate,” says
VFS Program Director, Terry Taylor.
Support from Recreation Commission
#6 and ArtsStarts Artists in Residence
program have helped immensely to
make filmmaking accessible for all.
Valhalla Film School 2010 is cosponsored by the Valhalla Fine Arts
Society, the New Denver Kyowakai
Society and Recreation Commission #6.
May 31 is the registration deadline
– fast approaching, so register soon! The
VFS Animation Workshop will be held
at Lucerne School, 604 – 7th Avenue in
New Denver.
For program details or to download
a registration form, visit www.
valhallafinearts.org/vfs or email vfs@
valhallafinearts.org.

participation in two new RDCK services:
Geospatial Information Services and
Community Sustainable Living Services.
• Council gave three readings to the
budget and tax rates bylaws. A special
meeting for adoption was scheduled
for May 13.
Taxation revenue in 2010 will
increase by $9,888.97, a 7% increase
over last year. The residential tax rate
was set at $1.96 per $1,000 of assessed
property value; the business rate is $3.91
per $1,000. Residential taxes account for
85.74% of New Denver’s tax revenue;
business taxes account for 13.09%. The
2010 budget is $1.4 million.
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Mayor Wright noted that as taxes
were not raised last year, the 7% overall
increase is equivalent to 3.5% per
year. He stated that several factors
contributed to the increase, among them
new bleachers, increased staff, planned
HST, tree programs, and chipping. He
commented that the tax rate is down from
last year, though assessments are up.

Expect Cyclists!

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
Renovations to the Village Office and Council Chambers at 115
Slocan Avenue, New Denver, are now complete. Council and
staff would like to extend their thanks to the New Denver and
Area Fire Department for the use of the Fire Department Meeting
Hall during the renovation period.
Residents are advised that municipal business is now being
conducted from the newly renovated Village Office, which is
open weekdays from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., except statutory
holidays.
Beginning on May 11th, Council Meetings will be held in Council
Chambers at 7:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month.

Land Act:
Notice of intention to apply for a
Disposition of Crown Land
Front Counter BC had accepted an application made by Red
Mtn. Internet Society of Silverton BC, on behalf of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau (ILMB) Kootenay Region, for a
License of Occupation for the purpose of communication site
situated on Provincial Crown Land near Rosebery, B.C. and
containing 1.0 hectares more or less.

Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276 made several local donations on May 10. Here, Legion
President Pat Ashton and Vice President John Gates present a cheque for $500 for the
community garden project to Brent Cross, principal of WE Graham Community School,
and two of the students participating in the project. The Legion also donated $500 to the
school’s Valhalla Wilderness Program and another $500 to help Destination Imagination
participants to travel to the provincials in Vancouver. A cheque for $2,000 was donated
to the Slocan & District First Responders for equipment and training and a $1,000
donation was made to the Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation’s CT scanner project.

The ILMB file Number that has been established for this
application is 4405042. Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to the Natural Resource Officer
at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC
V1C7G1 or email to AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by Front Counter BC until June 13,
2010. FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments
received after this date.Please refer to http://www.arfd@gov.
bc.ca/Application Posting/index.isp_Search_Search by File
Number: insert Lands File Number for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. For information contact
the FOI Advisor at Integrated Land Management Bureau
regional office.
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Men of the Deeps perform powerful show in Nakusp
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by Cedra Eichenauer
The Men of the Deeps filled
the auditorium in Nakusp on the
evening of May 6. The first 150
people through the door were given
lightbulbs by BC Hydro, who wanted
to join the miners in their efforts to
bring light into our lives. The high
school jazz band kept the growing
crowd entertained until it was time
for the miners to take the stage.
As the lights went down, only
four musicians were on stage (on
keyboard, guitar, drums and bass
guitar). The choir came in through
the audience, their miner’s lamps the
only lights, singing their way onto
the stage. A powerful beginning to a
powerful show.
In order to be a member of this
choir, a singer must have spent a
minimum of two years down in
the coal mines. There were only
three people on stage who were not
wearing the official miners’ coveralls:
the conductor, who has been with this
group since their formation in 1966,
and the men playing keyboard and
drums (although their fathers are
miners). It was clear that every song
spoke of events and situations these
men understood in their hearts and
bones. Each song was intensely real
because of the emotional truth it

evoked in the singers, making it a
personal experience for them, and
thus for the audience as well.
Many of the songs performed
had been written by friends of the
miners, or the miners themselves.
Several men took turns singing short
solos, or longer ones, often playing a
guitar. One piece was sung as a trio,
voices only, in haunting harmony.
The Men of the Deeps (from Cape
Breton) are the only miners’ choir in
North America, but they have toured
in Europe, and met several other
miners’ choirs there. They performed
a song they had learned from such a
group in Belgium. This song, like
several others, spoke of the closing
of a mine, and the loss of work and
security that always accompanies
such closures.
Some songs told of mining
disasters, such as Hillcrest Mine
in the Crow’s Nest pass, and the
Westray disaster in Nova Scotia
that buried so many unanswered
questions with the 26 miners who
died there. The final lines in the
chorus to the latter were “from the
darkness of the mines, their lights
will shine,” and as the song came to
its end, the stage lights went out, and
the singers turned their lights on to
shine from the darkness.

Not all the offerings were
sombre. At one point, the choir
rebelled against the conductor, and
insisted on singing a Country and
Western song (I’m just a Lump of
Coal, but I’ll be a Diamond Some
Day). A founding member of the
choir told us some stories about

by Art Joyce
The Springer Creek mill in
Slocan will be recalling about 75
workers for a single shift, re-starting
the sawmill about the first week
of June, with plans to be fully
operational by the end of the month.
The planer mill will start up two to
three weeks after the sawmill.
Lumber markets have improved,
says General Manager Ralph Tomlin,
although the industry is far from fully
recovered yet. “There’s still a lot of
uncertainty. The next one to two
years are expected to be tough, but
we calculated the cost of starting up
a shift versus a complete shutdown
and decided it was still worth it.”
Springer Creek’s export markets
are primarily Japan and China,
not the US, so the housing market
downturn there won’t have as direct
an effect on their business. The
domestic aspect of the mill’s sales is
hemlock and spruce for the Canadian
building market, mostly in BC and
Alberta. Tomlin says the Canadian
market is much smaller than the
American but still robust.

“The strength of the overall
economic recovery in Canada has
been a lot stronger than the US. It’s
arguable whether the US recovery
has even got underway yet.”
He says the mill’s owners remain
committed to the operation in Slocan.
The timber supply is still sustainable
in terms of the company’s Annual

Allowable Cut. Springer Creek is
also interested in pursuing valueadded production.
“We’ve got more of a diverse
timber type here, affectionately
known as the Kootenay mix, and
as a result pests like the pine beetle
can’t really get a foothold,” Tomlin
explains. “And when we replant we

plant the same species we took out
to maintain that diversity.”
Tomlin says the company is
happy to support local value-added
producers, and tries to purchase
supplies locally as much as possible.
He adds that the company wouldn’t
start up again if they felt it was only
to be short-lived, although the future

is impossible to predict.
“A lot of our employees live
down the valley, all the way to
Nelson and up to New Denver. For
every person we employ in the plant
there’s an equivalent person in the
forest, so if there’s 75 in the plant
there’s 75 in the forest. And then
there’s the spinoff from that.”

by Jan McMurray
The Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Slocan are being asked
if they would be willing to contribute
tax dollars to help fund the Search and
Rescue (SAR) groups that serve the
Slocan Valley.
“Normally, the Search and
Rescues are funded provincially, but
they are struggling and they provide
a valuable service,” said Area H
Director Walter Popoff.
This issue began when both the
Nelson and Castlegar SARs asked
Director Popoff for grants. Popoff
spoke to RDCK staff about this, and
they agreed that funding this service
through taxation would be preferable
to grants, as the SARs are looking for
a secure source of funds.
Nelson and area and Castlegar and
area are also considering contributing
tax dollars to their own SARs.
“Area H is a bit different because
we have three SARs that serve us –
Nelson, Castlegar and Nakusp,” said
Popoff.
Starting in 2011, Popoff would
like the RDCK to collect a maximum
of $10,000 from the residents of Area
H and the Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Slocan, to be distributed
fairly among the three SARs. For
individual taxpayers, this would mean
about one cent per $1,000 of assessed
property value.
Popoff says that if this goes

through, he would meet with the
three SAR groups to determine the
fairest way to allocate the funds, and
to determine clear boundaries for each
of the SARs to ensure that all of Area
H is covered.
This taxation would apply to
provincially recognized Search and
Rescue groups only, which are not

the same as the Fire Rescue groups
that are organized under the fire
departments.
If the Village councils support
this, elector assent will be sought
through the Alternate Approval
Process. This process is done through
advertisements in local newspapers.
Voters from Area H and the Villages

of New Denver, Silverton and Slocan
who are opposed to being taxed
for the SAR service can register
their opposition, as outlined in the
advertisements. If more than 10%
of the electors in the Slocan Valley
register their dissent, the RDCK
cannot proceed with creating the
service without going to referendum.

by Jan McMurray
With the recent arrival of Constable
Shaun Foley, New Denver’s RCMP
detachment is now fully staffed with
three officers. The corporal in charge,
Bryce Hill, is based in Nakusp and
supervises both detachments.
Before coming to New Denver,
Foley was based at the Sunshine Coast
detachment for more than four years. He
applied for the position in New Denver
because he and his wife were looking for
a quiet place to raise their young boys.
“New Denver appeared to be a
family-oriented community, offering
several preschool programs such as
StrongStart,” said Foley. “Another factor
we considered was the local hospital,
which provides 24/7 emergency medical
service. These are important things to
consider when you have a young family,
and New Denver is one of possibly only
four or five communities across BC that
offer these services.” Shaun and his wife,
Shannon, have a two-year-old, Micah,
and a 10-month-old, Jonah.

Foley was recruited by the RCMP
in April 2005, and his first posting was
to the Sunshine Coast detachment. After
two years working general duty patrol,
he was selected into a plain clothes
position with the General Investigative
Section (GIS). His duties in GIS included
drug enforcement and investigating
serious criminal offences. “A large
portion of my policing experience has
involved drug investigations, with
particular emphasis on drug traffickers

and individuals involved in marijuana
grow operations,” he says.
Foley believes that one of the most
important aspects of policing in a small,
rural town is the relationship between
the community and police. “In order to
effectively service a community, police
must have an intimate understanding
of the community dynamics, which is
often accomplished through the positive
relationship an officer builds within his/
her community,” he said.

events in the mine he managed, and
the lives of the miners who worked
there. Some of those stories bordered
on stand-up comedy.
Near the end of the evening,
Nakusp’s own Seniors’ Serenaders
accompanied the Men of the Deeps
on two songs, the Song of the Myra,

and Rise Again.
After the show, the members of
the choir mingled with the audience,
swapping tales and answering
questions. These miners shared
their stories with us, showing that
lives lived very differently can still
create similar realities.

Nakusp’s own Seniors’ Serenaders accompanied the Men of the Deeps on two songs.

Slocan mill to start up again with single shift in early June

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Slocan Valley and its three villages consider Search and Rescue taxation

New Denver welcomes new RCMP officer

Constable Shaun Foley.
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South Slocan Valley residents consider contributing tax dollars to Nelson Library
by Kate Guthrie
The Nelson Municipal Library
(NML) and the Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK) hosted
four community meetings at Nelson,
Taghum, Redfish Elementary and Slocan
Park between April 26 and May 6 to
discuss the future of library service for
residents of Areas E, F and H south.
Central to the discussions was the
consideration of a referendum to decide
whether each outlying area will have
universal access to the library through
local taxation.
According to Dianne Harke, NML
board chair, 98.6% of BC residents have
access to libraries through a taxation
process. Of the 1.4% of province
residents without access, one-quarter of
them live in Areas E, F and H.
Director Popoff reminded attendees
of the Slocan Park meeting that there
was a referendum on this issue in 1988
which failed. “But things have changed,”
he said, citing the input that he received
from the Winlaw area after a successful
trial run of NML outreach service to
the valley.
For 11 weeks, a NML librarian
brought a rotated selection of 250 books
to Winlaw Elementary School. An
average of 16 people used the service
each week and checked out between 30
and 40 books. Twenty-eight new library
cards were issued over the course of
the program, “which is a lot for a small
community,” said June Stockdale,
NML’s chief librarian.
In response to the success of that
program, RDCK Directors of Areas E, F
and H hired consultant Cathy Scott-May
to do a library feasibility study.
Harke said that 500-700 people use

NML each day but that due to budget
restrictions, the library is understaffed
and the collection is being worn out.
The library board feels that the situation
is unsustainable and something must
change.
Outlying residents currently can
choose to be members of the library by
paying about $65 per year. The board
stated clearly to Scott-May that “statusquo is not an option. The library supports
more people than provide meaningful
financial support to it,” she said.
The NML budget is based upon
the number of people who contribute
through local taxes. According to one
of many fact sheets that Scott-May
compiled, “While membership fees of
Areas E, F and H accounted for 2% of
the 2009 budget, residents of these areas
accounted for 19% of library members.”
NML is advocating for universal
access, meaning that all residents of
Areas E, F and H south would contribute
and have access to the library through
taxation. According to NML documents,
the anticipated initial tax would be $.103
per $1,000 of property assessment.
The average property assessment is
$250,000-$400,000 so the average cost
to property owners would be $25.75$41.30 per year. Future rate changes
would be recommended to the RDCK
by the NML Board through the annual
budget process, and there would be a cap
on the amount the board could request.
Popoff said that he would like an exit
clause with a review process after a
certain amount of time.
The other option, Harke said, is
to increase the membership fee from
$65 per year to at least $90 per year,
an amount which Scott-May feels will

hinder many people and families from
joining. A few years ago the library
reduced its membership fee and saw
an increase of $5,000 in revenue. This
user-pay model is preferred by some
residents, Harke said.
If a referendum were held and Areas
E, F and H south all voted to contribute
to NML through local taxation, ScottMay said that this would “open the
door” to: improved hours of operation
at NML to accommodate out-oftowners; collaboration between NML
and school libraries so that students
could have access to more print and
online materials; further exploration of
outreach library services to the Slocan
Valley and Kootenay Lake; and extended
shut-in service to rural areas to support
homebound people. It would also ensure
that rural areas are represented on the
NML board of trustees, and would help
leverage provincial funding, which is
based on the number of people who
contribute through taxation. It would
also enable all residents to have a BC
One Card to access all BC libraries.
Chief Librarian Stockdale said that
these options were possibilities, but that
because the library is suffering under a
small budget, they were not guarantees.
If the referendum were to pass,
members of the Castlegar Library could
continue using that library and Castlegar
would receive a portion of the tax. But,
Stockdale said, the costs of library
outreach service “would have to be
factored into resource sharing with the
Castlegar Library.”
Some attendees of the meeting
expressed reservation about the
possibility of a library tax. “That $25-$40
can mean other things that people want

by Jan McMurray
The HST petition will be in New
Denver on May 25 from 10 am to 1
pm at the chess game on the main
street and in Silverton on May 27
near the post boxes from 10 am to
1 pm. It will also be at the first New
Denver Friday Market on June 4.
People who were registered as
a voter at the time the petition was
issued are eligible to sign. You must
sign the petition that is applicable
to your provincial riding. Local
canvassers have the petitions for
both Kootenay West constituents
(Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valleys)
and Nelson-Creston constituents
(Kootenay Lake Valley).
To sign the petition, a signature
and a physical address (not a PO box
number) are mandatory. A phone
number is voluntary, but is important
to the process. Home or work phone
numbers can be provided, and you
can request to have your address
and phone number obscured on the
public inspection copy of the petition
by checking the box to the right of
your signature line.
No online petitions are valid. The
petition must be signed by registered
voters in ink on the official paper
petitions, and signatures must be
witnessed by canvassers.
People may sign the petition
only once.
The collection of signatures
began April 6, 2010 and will continue
for 90 days until July 5, 2010.

The proponent of this petition
initiative is former BC premier,
Bill Vander Zalm. The purpose
of the initiative is to end the 12%
Harmonized Sales Tax (HST), which
will meld the 5% GST with the 7%
PST as of July 1 this year.
A bill has been drafted for the
petition initiative. The bill proposes
that the provincial share of HST
revenues received from the time
the HST comes into effect on July 1
until the date of royal assent of the
bill would be reimbursed to British
Columbians on a per capita basis.
If 10% of the registered voters in

each electoral district sign the petition
and the proponent has complied with
the financing rules, it is referred to
a select standing committee of the
legislature. The committee must
choose either to introduce the draft
bill in the legislature or to have an
initiative vote held on the topic of the
initiative petition. An initiative vote,
if required, is held every three years
in September. The next possible date
for an initiative vote is September
24, 2011. The rules for an initiative
vote are different from the rules for a
referendum, and they are conducted
under different legislation.

submitted
Solar Days is right around the corner,
running May 28-29, with official Solar
Communities and other communities
holding solar events around BC. As
well, there are 34 open houses across
the province, hosted by homeowners
who’ve installed solar hot water –
including two in the Kootenays.
The two local homes on the tour
are Kip Drobish’s, 113 Reibin Road,
New Denver (Hills), open Sunday, May
30, from 11 am-4 pm and Julia Roberts’
at 655A Johnstone Road, Nelson, open
Friday, May 28, from 10 am-3 pm.
Kip Drobish is the owner of Oso
Renewable Energy Inc, a SolarBC
registered Installation company. He has a
system installed on his own home, which
he has offered to show to the public for an
open house. Julia Roberts is the training

coordinator with SolarBC and she had
her system installed in the spring of 2009.
Since then she says neighbours have
been curious about the system.
“I have had people stop by,” says
Roberts. “I’m hoping it sets an example
that we can be using renewable energy
– that it’s not just a way of the future.”
Look for the Solar Homes Tour Site
lawn signs out front of these properties
and to find the coordinates, as well as
other homes on the cross-province tour,
visit our Solar Tours Google Map at
www.solarbc.ca. This is the first annual
BC Solar Days, running in conjunction
with Europe’s annual solar week, which
sees over 5,000 activities in 10 countries
across Europe. In BC we are hosting
community expos, children’s fairs, solar
open houses and tours, workshops and
student solar competitions.

HST petition comes to New Denver and Silverton

to do not being done,” one man said. “If
I want to go fishing or want to take my
kids fishing, there’s a user fee for that.”
Another person said that he felt that it
was an “entertainment tax.”
A woman pointed out that Area H
residents pay a tax for TV service and
she “doesn’t even get reception. It’s
not so much about the individual and
what they use,” she said. “It’s about the
greater good.” Years ago, residents voted
through referendum to enable television
access through taxation and now all
property owners pay for TV reception,
whether they can or wish to receive it.
A mother in that audience said
that she homeschools her children and
happily pays the school taxes. Someone
said, “If you feel that strongly about
using the library, you’re going to find
the money for it.”
Reservations were expressed
about the neutrality of Scott-May, who
conducted the library feasibility study
for the RDCK. Popoff said that a letter
was received, signed by four people,

that raises concerns about the decision
to hire Scott-May to conduct what the
writers felt should have be an unbiased
examination of adding library taxes to
residents’ bills.
Attendees in support of universal
library access included Val Mayes,
Early Years Coordinator. Chris Nichol
of Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy
(CBAL) expressed in a letter CBAL’s
strong support of rural library access.
Scott-May said that the community
groups she spoke with, including the
Nelson District Chamber of Commerce,
the Kootenay Boundary Community
Service Cooperative and the West
Kootenay EcoSociety, were in support
of increased library services to outlying
residents.
Director Popoff said that the input
from the community meetings would be
taken into account and a decision made
within the next two to three weeks about
whether or not to hold a referendum
about taxing for library services in Areas
E, F and H.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Residents of the Village of New Denver are invited to attend a
Public Information Session at the Bosun Hall on Tuesday, June
1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m., regarding the proposed development of
seniors/disabled housing adjacent to the Slocan Community
Health Centre.

The Corporation of the
Village of Silverton
P.O. Box 14, 421 Lake Avenue
Silverton, British Columbia V0G 2B0
Phone: 250/358-2472 Fax: 250/358-2321
Email: cao@silverton.ca

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DISPOSITION OF ASSETS
The Council of the Village of Silverton proposes to dispose of
the following asset:
Property:
Lot 13, Block 33, Plan 574, District Lot 4345,
		
Kootenay Land District; PID 016-205-049
Location:
Alpha Lane
Size of lot: 25 x 105 feet
Terms:
- Bid submitted must include a proposal for the
		
use of the land.
		
- The highest or any bid is not necessarily
		
accepted

Local homes featured in Solar Days open house tour

DEADLINE: 4:00 pm, May 27, 2010

For further information regarding the above disposition of assets;
please contact the Village Office during regular business hours:
Tuesday through Thursday, 10 am to 4 pm
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Slocan’s Age Friendly project finds healthcare is the highest need
by Jan McMurray
Slocan’s Age Friendly report will be
in by the end of the month, and Patricia
Dehnel, who led the project, came to
the May 5 council meeting to present
her findings.
“If a community is good for older
people, it’s good for all,” she said, and
used the example of sidewalks. If the
sidewalks work for older people, they
will work for people with walkers,

electric scooters and skateboards.
Statistics from the latest census
show that 38.7% of Slocan residents are
in the 45-64 age range, higher than the
BC average of 28.4% in this age group.
People 65 and older make up 16.1% of
Slocan’s population.
Dehnel explained that she gathered
information for the report through a
survey, focus groups held at seniors
luncheons sponsored by WE Graham

Jo’s Jewelry is going on Vacation
as of June 20, 2010
Jo would like to thank the community for
your support of local business.
Wishing you all a great summer!
Looking forward to serving you again in September.
Designer Goldsmith, New Denver, BC (250) 358-2134

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

BYLAW NO. 646, 2010 AND BYLAW NO. 647, 2010
BOSUN HALL
710 BELLEVUE STREET , NEW DENVER, BC
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, JUNE 7TH, 2010
Pursuant to Sections 890 and 892 of the Local Government Act,
a public hearing will be held to consider the following bylaws
of the Village of New Denver: “Village of New Denver Official
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 646, 2010” and “Village of New Denver Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 647, 2010”.

Community Service Society, and
through the Sustainable Slocan project
process. The Age Friendly project
had a steering committee, made up of
community members.
In February, 250 surveys were sent
out and 36 were returned – a 14.4%
return rate. Most respondents (63.9%)
were in the 45-64 age group.
“Generally, respondents said that
Slocan is a wonderful community, but
not when medical services are needed,”
said Dehnel.
Dehnel’s findings show that
Slocan’s age friendly assets include
availability of services, walkability,
friendliness, the community’s natural
setting, the opportunity for outdoor
adventures for all ages, and peace and
quiet. “In many ways, seniors are better
off here than in larger centres,” said
Dehnel.
Slocan’s age friendly needs include

healthcare, a drop-in centre, home
support, housing, road and pathway
maintenance, daily bus service
(including Sunday), public benches,
dog control, employment, and enhanced
communication.
Dehnel noted that there is a business
or volunteer opportunity for anyone
interested in helping seniors around the
house and/or providing them with meals.
These were two of the needs noted under
the broad heading of ‘health,’ along
with the need for a local doctor or nurse
practitioner, and more convenient transit
services for healthcare appointments.
Under ‘outdoor spaces and
buildings,’ people expressed the need
for more level paths, a year-round public
washroom, pedestrian street lighting,
signage and more benches.
As for ‘transportation,’ people would
like to see a service for rides within
Slocan, as well as better bus service,

particularly for medical appointments.
Under ‘housing,’ seniors noted
that they must move away for assisted
living housing. A drop-in centre and
transportation to community activities
were two of the needs expressed under
‘social participation and recreation.’
The project also found that seniors
were unaware of volunteer opportunities
and they feel there is a lack of a
centralized location to find information.
Dehnel recommended that the
Official Community Plan (OCP) be
updated, and said her report would
include suggestions for the OCP. She
also recommended that a committee
be established to continue improving
Slocan’s age friendliness. Age friendly
projects have also been done in New
Denver and Nakusp, and Dehnel
suggested the three Villages explore
ways to work together on the age friendly
issue.

by Jan McMurray
At the May 5 Slocan council
meeting, council heard about the
Community Wildfire Protection Project
proposed for Slocan. John Cathro, a
member of the management team for
the Kootenay Tri-Region Operational
Fuel Management Project, made the
presentation to council.
The Regional Districts of Central
Kootenay, East Kootenay and Kootenay
Boundary got together to apply for
funding for wildfire protection projects,
and received $5 million. The RDCK will
see $2 million of that spent in the region.
“It seems like a lot of money, but it won’t

go that far, so we need to prioritize areas
first,” said Cathro. He said that priority
areas had been identified in Slocan, New
Denver and Silverton.
The area proposed for Slocan is the
RV Park and through the Springer Creek
corridor toward the lake. Cathro said he,
Stephan Martineau of the SIFCo (Slocan
Valley’s community forest) and Public
Works Foreman Tim Hill went on a tour
through the RV park.
“We’re fairly close to the beginning
of the process,” said Cathro. “There is a
lot of public consultation to do. We need
to get very clear on how the community
wants to deal with the issues. This needs

to be driven by the community, elected
leadership and staff.”
Cathro explained that the crews
would be thinning from below and
removing surface fuels, and removing
dead and dying trees. He said this would
reduce the risk, not fireproof the area. “If
there was a fire in this forest, we would
want it to hit the ground and not be in
the treetops, where it’s very dangerous,”
he said. He said he understood that the
park provided a visual and noise barrier
along the highway. Cathro made it clear
that they can only work on public land
– Village-owned and crown land. They
cannot work on private land. However,
people owning private land adjacent to
the project will be consulted on whether
they want the treatment work to go right
up to their property or whether they
want a buffer. “We can only do work
on Village and crown land. If you want
work done on your private property, you
have to do it yourself,” he said.
Cathro explained that first, they will
do a field review to understand the fuels
and land better, and will write up a draft
prescription for the project. This draft
plan will be presented to the public at a
well advertised public meeting in June.
He said that they need the community’s
“nod” before the work begins, and the
consultation process will be tailored
to meet the needs of the community.
Once approved by the community, the
work would be tendered out to local
contractors, if possible. The money has
to be spent by March 31, 2011, so the
Slocan project will be delayed if the
community needs a lot of time.

Community Wildfire Protection Project proposed for Slocan

The Corporation of the
Village of Silverton

The purpose of Bylaw 646 is to amend the land use designation
for the following lands:
1.

Lot 1, Block L, Plan EPP6314, District Lot 549,
Kootenay Land District

The purpose of Bylaw 647 is to amend the land use zoning for
the following lands:
2.

P.O. Box 14, 421 Lake Avenue
Silverton, British Columbia V0G 2B0
Phone: 250/358-2472 Fax: 250/358-2321
Email: cao@silverton.ca

Amend Schedule “B” of Bylaw No. 611, 2007 by amending the land use designation for the following lands from
“Public & Institutional” to “Multiple Family Residential”:
-

Amend Schedule B of Bylaw No. 612, 2007 by rezoning
the following lands from “P2 – Public & Institutional” to
“R2 – Low Density Multi-Family Residential”:
-

Lot 1, Block L, Plan EPP6314, District Lot 549,
Kootenay Land District

This parcel is shown outlined in black on the accompanying
map.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Village of Silverton is seeking a highly motivated individual
to fill the position of Administrative Assistant for the remainder
of the 2010 year. This position provides administrative support
to the Administrator including coordination of a variety of
administrative and record keeping functions.

Responsibilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oversees the general office administration
Attends Council and Committee meetings
Reception functions such as telephone and
customer inquiries
Create, implement and maintain record keeping
systems
Assists in all activities and projects as assigned
Provides general information and documents to
potential residential and commercial developers
Assist in accounting functions and related work

Qualifications:
•
•
•
•
The above is a synopsis of the proposed bylaw and is not
deemed to be an interpretation of the bylaw. Copies of the
aforementioned bylaws may be inspected at the Village of
New Denver Municipal Office, New Denver, BC, between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily, except Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays, from the date of this notice to the 7th day
of June, 2010.
					
					

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

The Valley Voice May 19, 2010

Strong customer service delivery and computer
skills.
Excellent written and oral communication skills.
Ability to manage multiple priorities.
Minimum five years experience at a secretarial and/
or administrative level.

To apply, submit your resume complete with hand written
cover letter to: The Village of Silverton
		
421 Lake Avenue
		
PO Box 14, Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
Your application is appreciated; however, only the candidates
selected for an interview will be contacted. Wages and hours
of work will be negotiable depending on experience.
Submission deadline: 4:00 PM, Thursday, May 25, 2010

May 19, 2010
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NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp council sets new tax rates for 2010
by Art Joyce
• Mayor Hamling introduced
council to student Hannah Holden,
winner of the Loran scholarship. She
is studying public policy and will be
interviewing Village councillors.
• The buget and tax rate bylaws
were given three readings and
subsequently adopted at a special
meeting. The Village will collect
5% more in taxes this year than it
did last year – the mayor was quick
to point out that this does not mean
a five percent increase on taxes.
The residential tax rate for 2010
is $3.33 per $1,000 of assessed
property value, down from $3.44 per
$1,000 last year. A house assessed
at $221,074 in 2010 will pay $736
in taxes. Last year, that same home
was probably assessed at $210,250
and taxes were $722. Homes with
no change in assessed value will
actually see a decrease in taxes. The
Village business tax rate per thousand
last year was 9.3 percent, which will
decline to slightly over 9 percent; but
again, the increase in assessed values
will result in a slightly higher tax bill
this year. A business assessed in 2009
at $113,701 paid $1,066 in tax; at a
2010 assessment of $134,209 that
same business will now pay $1,221,
an increase of $154.
• Council heard a presentation
from Western Pacific Marine Chief
Operating Officer Captain Elgin
McKillop and District Manager
David Holm regarding building
plans for the company’s new regional
headquarters in Nakusp, which
will be moving from Revelstoke.
Mayor Hamling said the Village
has long been in support of such a
move. McKillop and Holm presented
conceptual architectural drawings for
the proposed new building on Fifth
Avenue. It will include retail space
and six residential units on the upper
floor and two fully accessible units
for handicapped on the first floor,
totalling about 10,000 square feet.
The company is seeking feedback on
the drawings; the only potential issue
is a conflict with Village parking
requirements. McKillop said the
building’s multi-use design would
help fulfill the Village’s goal to
increase downtown density and the
company has no intention of selling
the rental units. Council voted to
approve in principle the development
permit.
• The mayor reported that the ferry
advisory committee has contacted the
Ministry of Transportation about the
recent removal of the washroom
at Galena Bay rest area. Mayor
Hamling said the poor condition of
this washroom had concerned her
for some time and the ministry said
it was removed due to pipes freezing.
She has asked that the porta-potties
installed on the site be properly
maintained. According to MoT Area
Manager Deveta Roberts, these
are the responsibility of contractor
Western Pacific Marine.
• CAO Lafleur reported
on discussions with Greyback
Construction to find ways of
economizing on the emergency
services building. Public Works
staff could do some of the concrete

work and the fire chief would rather
see concrete than paving on the lot
anyway. Village staff could also do
fencing, landscaping, and parking
infrastructure. The budget is now
back on track.
• Policy GHS-5, off-season use
of the hot springs campground,
was discussed. The policy prohibits
winter camping at the site unless
camping units are fully self-contained
and camping areas are “open and
clear of snow.” Signs will be posted

to warn campers.
• Council voted to support RDCK
Bylaw 2136, a bylaw to raise funds
to provide geospatial mapping
to the Village by the Regional
District’s mapping department.
Mayor Hamling explained that this
is a valuable service the Village itself
cannot provide.
Mayor Hamling reported that the
Village has sent a letter to the RDCK
protesting having to pay liability
insurance on services which the

community does not use. The Village
buys its own liability package for its
facilities.
• Council granted the Nakusp
Music Festival request for a 50
percent reduction of park fees. Mayor
Hamling said in the past the fee waiver
has been granted on the condition that
they do field maintenance, which is
shared between the Village, school
board and Music Fest.
A request was received from
Search and Rescue, which wants to

New legislation protects logging contractors
by Jan McMurray
From now on, when forestry
licensees go bankrupt, the logging
contractors they hired will be paid
for their work and Bill 13 contracts
will be honoured. This protection
for logging contractors is ensured in
legislation introduced on April 29.
“In 2007, when Pope & Talbot
declared bankruptcy, not all logging
contractors received payment for
their services. The Forestry Service
Providers Protection Act is designed
to prevent situations like that from
happening again,” said Minister of
Forests Pat Bell.
Bell explained in a media
conference call that the Forestry
Service Providers Protection Act has
two key pieces to it. First, logging
contractors can now put liens on
their logs if they are not being paid
according to their contract with the
licensee. Second, if the licensee goes
bankrupt, contractors will be able
to be paid out of an insurance type
of fund.
“We think that the dual model,
that of a lien plus an insurance-type
scheme, can work well and make sure
that contractors are paid and that they
are paid in an appropriate amount of
time,” said Bell.
Bell went on to explain that an
element in a Miscellaneous Statutes
Act also introduced on April 29
ensures that Bill 13 contracts survive
the insolvency of a forestry licencee.
Bill 13 contracts guarantee contractors
a certain amount of work, and can

be used to secure financing. When
Interfor purchased Pope & Talbot’s
assets, they did not honour the Bill 13
contracts issued to local contractors by
P&T. This was devastating for several
small Arrow Lakes logging outfits.
The Forestry Service Providers
Protection Act is enabling legislation,
explained Bell, with the details yet
to come.
“The development of the
[insurance style] fund going forward
is going to be critical for us,” said
David Lewis of the Truck Loggers
Association. He said the intention of
the bill would be “purely dependent
upon our ability to create a fund that’s
largely funded by licensees.”
Bell added, “Until we know the
exact costs of the insurance scheme
and the implementation of that, it’s
hard to know exactly the balance of
funding formula that will be used, so
we’ll be working together with both
the contractors and the licensees over
the next few months to work through
that detail.
“It should be noted, though, that
this was a very, very challenging
file…The real secret, I think, to
success here was we were able to get
both the licensee groups, which were
represented by the CFPA, COFI and
the ILMA, and then all of the four
logging associations represented in the
room, and this piece of legislation was
developed collaboratively between
those two organizations.”
Lewis concluded the media
conference with this comment.

“This has been very difficult. It’s
a contentious issue. What helps
contractors could inevitably hurt
licensees, and all of us are struggling
right now, so this has been a
collaborative effort, and working
together when times are tough really
is critical for our survival.”

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

use 14 campsites to accommodate
emergency exercises June 4-6.
The mayor said the Village can’t
make that decision for the campsite
contractor but could waive its 50
percent share of campsite rentals. The
motion carried.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
CUSTODY, SUPPORT, DIVORCE
DRUGS, DRIVING, CRIMINAL

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Volunteers Needed

Would you be willing to share
your helping hands and heart to
benefit someone else? Volunteer
companions are needed by
Rosie Lukenda, who faces
the challenges of living with
Parkinson’s, which affects motor
skills. With new medication,
she’s growing stronger. Support
is required afternoons, once a
week, once a month, on an oncall basis for fill in or whatever
you can manage. Training will be
provided. Rosie is very grateful
and appreciative for all help
she receives and loves visiting,
trips to the waterfront, going to
the gym, shopping and other
activities.
Please call
Cedra @ 250-265-0194 or
Rosie @ 250-265-3344

HERITAGE HOTEL

Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling (right) accepts a cheque for $800 in support of
this summer’s Music in the Park concert series from Audrey Repin, Director of
Communications and Community Relations for Columbia Power Corporation.
The music series runs from July 7 through August 25.

The Leland Hotel is proud to announce the return of
the Sunday Jam Sessions beginning on Sunday, May
23rd from 5-9 pm and will run until
Oct. 10th. It will be hosted by the
Kootenay’s own “Rippin
Rattlers”. All singers,
musicians, full bands and
spectators welcome. Come out
and enjoy the fun. Discounted
hotel rooms will be offered to
jammers and friends who are
there for the event.
96 4th Ave SW • Nakusp • Pub 265-3314 • Restaurant 265-0078
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Slocan council, May 10: Budget and tax rates set
By Jan McMurray
• Council gave third reading to
the budget and tax rate bylaws and
scheduled a meeting on May 12 for
adoption. The Village will collect
the same amount in taxes as it did

in 2009 ($243,750), but will collect
approximately $6,600 more from
residential and $6,600 less from major
industrial (Springer Creek). The
residential tax rate will be $2.65 per
$1,000 of assessed property value; the

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

OPEN HOUSE
The Mayor and Council of the Village of New Denver would like
to invite residents to attend the Official Grand Opening of the
newly renovated Village Office and Council Chambers.
WHEN: Saturday, May 29th from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
WHERE: 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
Please come join us to tour the facilities, see the work of local
contractors, and enjoy some light refreshments!

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
SPRINKLING REGULATIONS
Just a friendly reminder to the residents of New Denver, of the
Council of the Village of New Denver’s Sprinkling Regulation
Policy which is effective June 1st – September 15th, of each year.
The Policy is to regulate sprinkling, conserve water and lower
the high cost of pumping during the summer months. Sprinkling
regulations will be initiated at the Level 1 stage:
Level 1:

No sprinkling between 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Flowerbeds and vegetable gardens may be watered by hand,
at any time, using a watering can or a hose with a nozzle with
a trigger shut-off to restrict water flow. Vehicles may also be
washed at anytime, using a hose with a nozzle with a trigger
shut-off to restrict water flow.
Public works will monitor pumping hours and if it is determined
that sprinkling is ongoing through the entire night, Level 2 restrictions will be implemented.
Level 2: Sprinkling on odd numbered days of the month
between 6:00 am - 10:00 am and 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Flowerbeds and vegetable gardens may be watered by hand,
at anytime, using a watering can or a hose with a nozzle with
a trigger shut-off to restrict water flow. Vehicles may also be
washed at anytime, using a hose with a nozzle with a trigger
shut-off to restrict water flow.
Council thanks the public for its cooperation and reminds offenders that they will be subject to fines under the Municipal
Ticketing Bylaw.
Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

major industrial tax rate will be $38.88
per $1,000.
In 2010, major industrial taxes
will account for 61% of the total taxes
collected, and residential will account
for 34%. Council’s objective is to
reduce the share of property tax paid by
major industry by at least five percent
per year. This reduction was requested
by major industry to encourage
employment in the community. Also,
council has recognized that reliance on
major industry is not appropriate, due to
the risk of the collapse of the industry.
Also, the residential class consumes
the majority of Village services and
should pay a proportionately higher
percentage.
Schedule C of the bylaw states:
“The Village is currently examining
economic development opportunities
and alternative revenue sources in order
to reduce historical reliance on property
taxes to fund municipal services.”
It also states that council may adopt
policies to provide more permissive
tax exemptions to encourage green
development that will help the Village
meet the Climate Action Charter
commitments.
• Public Works Foreman Tim Hill
reported that there was more vandalism
at the RV Park on May 1. Someone
destroyed a toilet with an explosive
device. Councillor Elliott pointed out
that the streetlight near the park is out,
and this may help to encourage vandals.
Hill said he had already requested a
new light.
The Village is looking for an artist
with an air brush who could touch over
the spray paint graffiti on the mural on
the logger sports booth.
There are major issues with
the sweeper, which would be very
expensive to replace “so we’ll have
to look at alternatives,” said Hill. He
suggested renting equipment from the
City of Nelson.
• Mayor Perriere was named
as the Slocan representative on the
Slocan Valley Community Advisory
Committee, which will make
recommendations to the School District
#8 board of education regarding
an educational vision for Slocan
Valley schools for implementation in
September 2011. Other committee
members will include the principals,
one staff member and one PAC member
from each of the four Slocan Valley

New Home for Sale!

www.billlander.ca

schools, a community member from
Winlaw and the south end of the valley,
and the superintendent of SD#8. The
first meeting will be held May 18 at 6
pm at Winlaw School.
• CBT Community Initiative funds
were allotted at a special meeting held
April 28, as follows: BCSPCA $200;
Slocan Valley Legion $1,568; Slocan
& District First Responders $1,000;
Slocan Community Library $200;
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society
$500; WE Graham Community Service
Society $300.
• An update was provided on the
two trailers in the Village that have
fallen into disrepair and are deemed
hazardous. Both property owners were
contacted, but neither property has
been attended to. The Village arranged
to have one of them boarded up, as
people were entering the premises and
the power was on. Council agreed to
hire a contractor to board up the second
property. Both property owners will be
billed for this, and if they don’t pay,
the fees will be added to their tax bills.
Council also directed staff to
prepare a new untidy premises bylaw
for consideration by council. The
current bylaw dates back to 1971.
• As signage has been identified as
a council priority in 2010, Councillor
Elliott was appointed as liaison to work
with the subregional strategy group,
Village staff and community volunteers
to coordinate the signage strategy for
Slocan. Councillor Elliott reported that
volunteers were willing to stain the sign
on the highway, and council agreed that
staff should work with the volunteers
on that project.
Councillor Lunn said that the
subregional strategy group had initiated
a branding project for Slocan Lake
communities, which is broader than
a signage project. She said she hoped
the branding project would not turn its
focus to signage only.
• A letter from the Slocan Garden
Club informs council that the club is
folding, and would like to donate its
remaining funds of $700.06 to the
Village. The club would like the money
to be spent on trees and a bench for the
cemetery. The Village will write a letter
of thanks to the club, and will purchase
a bench and trees as requested.
• Council approved the use of the
skatepark for a five-day skateboard
camp July 19-24, as long as the
facilitator provides a copy of liability
insurance showing the Village as
additional name insured.
• Council asked staff to prepare a

The Valley Voice May 19, 2010

report on business licences. Councillor
Elliott suggested offering businesses
a listing on the Village website as an
incentive to purchasing a business
licence.
• Council supported in principle
the creation of three services at the
RDCK: GIS mapping, renewable
energy projects, and community
sustainable living. These three services
are currently provided under General
Administration, so residents are already
taxed for them. Creating services for
them will allow for more transparency,
as they will be tracked separately from
General Administration.
• Council agreed to the Slocan
Valley Outriders Association’s request
for a donation of timbers to be used
in the reconstruction of their manure
compost bin.
• Mayor Perriere will attend
the ‘Leadership during Challenging
Times’ forum June 16-18 in the Lower
Mainland. Councillor Elliott will attend
two sessions in Cranbrook on May
13 – one on the Water Modernization
Act and one on Drought Response
Planning.
• Minister of Environment
Barry Penner’s response to council’s
letter requesting reinstatement of
park rangers in Valhalla Park states:
“The number of Park Rangers to be
deployed this season has not yet been
established, but you can be assured
that public and staff safety, along
with resource stewardship, remain
BC Parks’ priorities.” Council will
send another letter, voicing concerns
that public and staff safety cannot be
achieved without an adequate number
of rangers.
• Council received a response
from Minster of Health Kevin Falcon
regarding ambulance service. Falcon
states that because a “one size fits
all” approach may not meet the needs
of patients in every community, he
has announced that the oversight
for the ambulance service has been
transferred to the Provincial Health
Services Authority. Council will send
him another letter expressing concerns
about this new model.
• In response to a request from the
BC Coalition for Action on Alcohol
Reform, council will request that the
Ministry of Health increase funding for
alcohol and drug addiction treatment
centres.
• Council agreed to pass a
resolution opposing the proposed
Canada-European Economic and Trade
Agreement.

NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE!

Swimming Lessons will be held at Bigelow Bay, New
Denver, BC the last week of July and the first week
of August and will be sponsored by Slocan Lake Rec.
Comm. #6. A certified swimming instructor will be teaching
all levels. Anyone interested in signing up their children
for these lessons, please contact Kevin Murphy at 3587143; Donna Jean Wright at 358-7200 or 358-2847 or
Carol Pengelly at 358-2717. A nominal fee will be charged.
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New Denver May Days carries on long tradition of fun
by Art Joyce
This year New Denver May
Days theme will be Who’s Your
Hero? This theme will set the tone
for the parade and locals can look
forward to some inventive costuming
and floats.
As always the festivities kick off
with the Queen’s Pageant at Bosun
Hall Thursday, May 20 at 7 pm, to
be followed on Friday at the hall by
the naming of the Queen, also at 7
pm. The event parties on with the
teen dance at 9 pm, with music by
Good Times Entertainment. Tickets
are $10 and include pop and a buffet.
Saturday’s festivities begin at
8 am for early risers with the Fish
Derby, followed at 9 am by the beach
volleyball tournament. The Slocan
Lake Golf Course Tournament will
start at 10 am. At 9:30 on main street
will be the Bike Rodeo, teaching
cycling basics and road etiquette for
young cyclists. Those wishing to
take their skills further can join in
with Mountain Madness Bike Skills
at 11 am.
For kids aged 5-12 the highlight
of the day will no doubt be the
Soap Box Derby, allowing plenty
of room for creativity in the many
original soapbox cars. Entrants are
encouraged to race in costume.
Drivers will meet outside the Post
Office for registration and line-up

at 12 noon. The silent auction will
begin here at this time as well,
weather permitting.
For those who love to dance,
enjoy the hip hop workshop at 1 pm
and the performance to follow at 2
pm. The day culminates in the adult
dance at the Bosun Hall at 9 pm with
music by the Young ’Uns. Tickets
are $15.
Sunday begins with the pancake
breakfast at 7:30 am in Centennial
Park. Those in good physical
condition can join the 26th annual
Summit Lake Bike Race/Ride at 9
am, starting at the Summit Lake day
park and finishing in New Denver.
Meanwhile back at Centennial Park
the time-honoured bocce tournament
will be going on at the same time,
and the beach volleyball tournament.
The Bavarian Gardens open at noon
and remain open ’til 8 pm. If you’re
looking for fun check out the Dinghy
Cross, a boat race with two-person
inflatable dinghys, starting at 1 pm.

To get a taste of local lore and tall
tales, head to Bosun Hall at 3 pm for
Lake Lies and Fishy Tales. Then at
5 pm head back to Centennial Park
for the pig roast barbecue. Tickets
are $12.50. Bosun Hall heats up
again at 7 pm for bingo. Then after
dark enjoy a movie in the park with
Percy Jackson and The Olympian:
The Lightning Thief.
Monday morning at 9 am sees
the long-awaited May Day parade as
floats line up at Lucerne School. The
parade makes its way to Centennial
Park where the crowning of Miss
New Denver takes place at 10:30.
Citizens of the Year and May Days
2009 awards will also be given,
followed by the Maypole Dance
at 11. Music in the park will be
provided by the Slocan Valley
Community Band at 11:30 am and
FaulkSounds at 12:30, with the Kids’

Get some
attention!
Advertise in the Valley Voice
Call 250-358-7218
or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com

THURSDAY, May 20 2010
7:00 pm Queen’s Pageant
Bosun Hall
				

FRIDAY, May 21, 2010
7:00 pm Naming of the Queen
Bosun Hall
9:00 pm- The Teen Dance
12:00 am Bosun Hall
Music by Good Times Entertainment
Tickets are $10/person. Includes a Pop & Buffet
Transportation Info:
12:00 a.m. departs from Bosun Hall
Check out the Silent Auction Tent
Limited number of Souvenir T-shirts
All proceeds to LACE for Bosun Hall
facade restoration

SATURDAY, May 22, 2010
10:00 am- SLGC Golf Tournament
11:00 am Slocan Lake Golf Course
-info: 358-2408
Tee off Sponsors: Reitmeier Logging &
Silverton Building Supplies
8:00 am Fish Derby
Register with the Centennial Park Attendant,
New Category – Biggest Squaw. For more
info: Jessie Mengler @358-2252 - $25/person
9:00 am Beach Volleyball Tournament
Mixed 4 on 4 - $30/team
Info: Sue Yurychuk @ 358-6803

ping pong tournament and cribbage
tournament at 1 pm. Adult races start
at 3 pm and the weekend is brought
to a finale with the May Day raffle
and Duck Race at 4 pm.
Don’t forget to participate in
the Silent Auction throughout the
weekend, as all proceeds will go to
LACE for the Bosun Hall façade
restoration.

21 - 24

Wed - Sun

Nice Clothes, Good
Espresso

May Day weekend hours:
Gifts
7777
Sculpure • Crafts • Jewellery

Main Street • New Denver

9:30 am Bike Rodeo
Main Street - Biking basics & road etiquette for
young bikers. Must have a bike and helmet to
participate. Info: Teresa Steenhoff@358-2184
Sponsor- Anderson Insurance

May 20-24, 2010

Pet Show running concurrently.
Cypress Hunder-Rookes, Kell
Wictorin and Danika Hammond will
provide music at 1:15. The May Day
Market will open from noon to 4 pm,
while the Bavarian Gardens open
from noon to 6 pm. There’s plenty
for kids to enjoy, with races, dunk
tank, fish pond, and Treasures in the
Haystack. All ages can enjoy the

11:00 am Mountain Madness Bike Skills
Win great prizes. $5/person ages 5 -15.
Sponsor: Wilds of Canada Sports
Info: anitastudios@telus.net

Friday May 21 (8-5) • Saturday May 22 (8-4)
Sunday May 23 Closed • Monday May 24 (8-12)

Now serving Breyers Ice Cream!
513-6th Avenue, New Denver, BC

9:00 am- 9th Thomlinson Bocce Tourney
8:00 pm Register with Shelley @ 358-2456
$25/team (Host – ND & Area Firemen)
9:00 am Beach Volleyball Tournament
Continues - Mixed 4 on 4 - $30/team
Info: Sue Yurychuk @ 358-6803
11:00 am Hot & Cold Booth opens
Noon-8:00 pm Bavarian Gardens

“The Valley’s Biggest Chess Game”
Main Street – free for anyone to play

1:00 pm Dinghy Cross
Info: Linda Fitchett @ 358-2642

12:00 pm Soap Box Derby
Main Street - Registration - $5/entry

3:00 pm- Lake Lies and Fishy Tales
5:00 pm Bosun Hall - an evening of Slocan
Lake stories, music, laughter & prizes
Hosted by Slocan Lake Stewardship
		
Society
		

Silent Auction
Main Street – Post Office
Weather permitting
1:00 pm Hip Hop Workshop
Free for all to learn a dance
2:00 pm Hip Hop Demo
See a performance dance that was learnt
at the workshop. Info: Teisha & Kyla
9:00 pm- The Adult Dance
1:00 am Bosun Hall
Music by “The Young ’Uns”
Tickets are $15/person. Live Music, Buffet &
Door Prizes
Dance Tickets will be available at:
Mountainberry, Eldorado Market & Silverton
Building Supplies. Bar costs extra.
Transportation Info:
12:00 & 1:00 am - departs from Bosun Hall.

SUNDAY, May 23, 2010

5:00 pm- Pig Roast BBQ
7:00 pm Roasted Pork Dinner - $12.50/person
Shelley @ 358-2456 for tickets
Host-ND May Days Committee
7:00 pm Bingo - Bosun Hall- host SLAS
Movie Night – free, rated PG
Dark
8:30ish PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIAN:
THE LIGHTNING THIEF
Cenntenial Park
Loonie concession: pop & popcorn
LISTEN TO LIVE MUSIC DURING THE PIG ROAST!!!

11:30-Noon Kid’s Pet Show
Iron Peak Sponsor
Info: Kerry Heichert @ 358-2252
Noon-4:00 May Day Market
Info: anitastudios@telus.net,
Shelley @ 358-2456 or
Kerry @ 358-2252 $15/table
Noon-6:00 pm Bavarian Gardens
Noon

Kid’s Races
Prizes of $$$ & toys - free
Dunk Tank & Fish Pond
Games of Chance

1:00 pm Ping Pong Tournament
Iron Peak Sponsor
Info: Bret Mengler @ 358-2252
Treasures in the Haystack
Iron Peak Sponsor
Cribbage Tournament
Info: Sean Butler @ 358-2266
3:00 pm Silent Auction - bids end
3:15 pm Adult Races

MONDAY, May 24, 2010

4:00 pm May Day Raffle & Duck Race Finale

Fish Derby, Bocce Tournament & Silent Auction
continues ... All events at Centennial Park unless
otherwise stated

www.newdenvermaydays.com

9:00 am Hot & Cold Booth opens

Fish Derby, Volleyball Tourney & Silent Auction
continues … All events at Centennial Park unless
otherwise stated

9:00 am Parade Line-up @ Lucerne School

7:30 am- Pancake Breakfast
10:00 am Host - Chamber of Commerce

10:30 am Miss New Denver Crowning
Citizens of the Year honored
May Days 2010 Awards

9:00 am 26th Summit Lake Bike Race/Ride
Start at Summit Lake Day Park
Info: Mike & Heather Koolen @ 358-2680

Sounds of Centennial
11:30 am Slocan Valley Community Band
12:30 pm FaulkSounds
1:15 pm Cypress Hunder/Rookes, Kell
Wictorin & Danika Hammond

10:00 am The Parade begins

11:00 am Maypole Dance

For complete details & final schedule see
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Kaslo May Days 2010
Schedule of Events
Friday
- May 21, 2010
				
In the Evening				
8:00 pm		

Live Music 		

BlueBelle Bistro – Dominique Fraissard

Saturday - May 22, 2010

May Pole Dance, May Days 2009

8:00 am start Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament
Vimy Park Baseball Field
9 am – 6 pm
Craft and Product Vendors
Vimy Park
9 am – 6 pm
Food Vendors			
Vimy Park
9 am – 4 pm Self Guided Tours of the
		
Japanese Canadian Museum Langham Cultural Centre
9 am – Noon Bird Watching Walk 		
Meet in front of Village Hall
10:00 am
5 K Running Race		
Start line in front of Moyie
Guided Tour of Kaslo River Trail North Side Trail Head
10:00 am
10 am – 2 pm Flea Market Fundraiser		
Kaslo Youth Centre
11 pm – 4 pm Information Booth		
Vimy Park Concession Booth
11:30 am – 3:30 pm
Helicopter Rides
Front St at Abbey Manor
11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Kid Fun Races ages 4-10
Vimy Park
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Magic Show		
Vimy Park Gazebo
1:30 pm - 2 pm Native Story with Stick Spinning
Vimy Park Gazebo
1 pm - 4 pm
Kaslo Riding Club Horse Demonstration Riding Grounds on Arena Rd
1 pm - 4 pm Art Exhibit			
Langham Cultural Centre
2:00 pm		
Jan Van Gold - Musician
Vimy Park Gazebo
3:00 pm		
Drew Birkett - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo
4:00 pm		
Tug-of-War			
Vimy Park, near playground
4:00 pm		
Brian Rosen - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo
5:00 pm		
Ty West - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo
6:00 pm		
Kevin Watt - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo

In the Evening

7:00 pm		
7:00 pm		
8:00 pm		

Art Exhibit			
Langham Cultural Centre
Bear Presentation and Slideshow Langham Cultural Centre
Live Music
BlueBelle Bistro – Jessie Dee & Jacquie B

Sunday - May 23, 2010

8:00 am start Slo Pitch Ball Tournament
Vimy Park Baseball Field
10:00 am
Guided Tour of Kaslo River Trail North Side Trail Head
9 am – 6 pm
Craft and Product Vendors
Vimy Park
9 am – 6 pm
Food Vendors			
Vimy Park
9 am – 5 pm
Climbing Wall			
Vimy Park
9 am – 4 pm
Self Guided Tours of the
		
Japanese Canadian Museum Langham Cultural Centre
10:00 am – 4:30 pm
Logger Sports		
Logger Sports Ground
10:00 am – 2:30 pm
Annual Show ‘n’ Shine Front St, 5th Street to the Moyie
11:00 am start Professional Skateboard
Demonstration and Local Competition Kaslo Skate Park
11 am – 5 pm Burger & Bratwurst		
Logger Sports Ground
11 am – Noon Hoola Hoop Class 		
Vimy Park in front of Gazebo
12 noon – 5 pm Bavarian Beer Garden 		
Logger Sports Ground
12 noon - 1 pm Tangerine Band		
Vimy Park Gazebo
1 pm – 4 pm Art Exhibit			
Langham Cultural Centre
1 pm – 4 pm Information Booth		
Vimy Park Concession Booth
1:00 pm		
Kyla Hanna - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo
2:00 pm		
S.E.L. Band & Eric Moon
Vimy Park Gazebo
3:00 pm		
Ian Hayes - Musician 		
Vimy Park Gazebo
4:00 pm		
Shauna Klapp - Musician
Vimy Park Gazebo
5:00 pm		
Kashoo Band 			
Vimy Park Gazebo
5:30 pm (after logger sports ends) Burnout Contest
Logger Sports Ground

In the Evening
8 pm		
8 pm		

Live Music
Live Music

BlueBelle Bistro – Holly & Jon
Kaslo Hotel – Tom & Jerry

Monday May 24, 2010

8 am start
Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament
Vimy Park Baseball Field
9 am – 4 pm
Craft and Product Vendors
Vimy Park
9 am – 4 pm
Food Vendors			
Vimy Park
9 am – 4 pm
Climbing Wall			
Vimy Park
9 am – 3 pm
Garden Festival			
Front Street Park
12 noon
May Days Parade 2010 		
Front St - 4th St - B Ave
12:30 pm – 3 pm
May Days Tea		
United Church Hall
1 pm – 4 pm Information Booth		
Vimy Park Concession Booth
1 pm – 4 pm Kids Fish Pond			
Vimy Park – Periwinkle Daycare
1 pm Community Celebrations and Events Vimy Park, Gazebo
2010 Kaslo Citizen of the Year award, speeches and much more.
1 pm		
Children’s May Pole Dance
Vimy Park Gazebo
2 pm – 4 pm The Usual Suspects Band
Vimy Park , Gazebo
2 pm - 4 pm
Soccer Ball Kicking 		
Abbey Manor Front Yard
2:30 pm		
Model R/C Plane Flying		
Lighthouse Beach
3 pm		
Rubber Ducky Race		
Kaslo River
Project partially funded by the Government of Canada through the
Department of Canadian Heritage and the “Building Communities
Through Arts and Heritage” program

A clown in a go-kart, May Days 2009

Third annual Kaslo Garden Festival set for May long weekend
submitted
The Kaslo Garden Festival
returns for its third year on May

Day Monday (May 24), from 9 am
to 3 pm at Front Street Park, next
to the Kaslo Hotel.

The festival features a large
variety of plants, shrubs, veggie
starts, hanging baskets, seeds,
wildcrafting, nature vendors as
well as garden artists who create
unusual and exciting features for
any garden.
Come for the Garden Festival
and stay for the parade, craft/food
vendors, family activities, softball
tourney, and so much more family
fun.
For more information contact
Jen Sibley at jensibley@shaw.ca
or 250-353-7592.
Welcome to

MAY DAYS
2010
Come see us at

Kaslo
Drugs

403 Front St • 353-2224
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Kaslo May Days offers full schedule of events on May long weekend

by Jan McMurray
With the May Days long
weekend just around the corner,
Kaslo is abuzz!
The weekend kicks off on Friday
night at the Bluebelle Bistro on Front
Street, with Dominique Fraissard
scheduled to perform at 8 pm.
On Saturday, the Slo-Pitch
tournament starts at Vimy Park and
continues all weekend. Vendors of
food, crafts and more will set up at the
park for all three days. On Saturday
or Sunday, take the opportunity to
do a self-guided tour of the Japanese
Canadian Museum at the Langham,
and to take a guided tour of the Kaslo
River Trail, starting at 10 am both
days at the north side trailhead. A bird
watching walk from 9 am to noon on
Saturday starts from the Village Hall.
Head over to the Moyie at 10
am on Saturday for the 5 K Running
Race, and don’t miss the Flea Market
Fundraiser at the youth centre.
Lots of kids’ activities are
scheduled from 11:30 am to 2 pm on
Saturday at Vimy Park, starting with
races, followed by a magic show and
ending with a native story with stick
spinning. The climbing wall will be
set up all day on Sunday and Monday,
as well.
Helicopter rides are available
from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm at Abbey
Manor, and the riding club will be
doing a horse demonstration from 1
pm to 4 pm at the riding grounds on

Arena Road.
There is quite a line-up of
musicians at the Vimy Park gazebo
on Saturday from 2 pm to 7 pm. Then
head on down to the Langham, where
there will be a bear presentation and
slideshow and an art exhibit. Saturday
night wraps up with another live
performance at the Bluebelle with
Jessie Dee & Jacquie B.
On Sunday, the very popular
Logger Sports and Show ’n Shine
events are on. Logger Sports runs
from 10 am to 4:30 pm down at
the grounds, and are followed by
the burnout contest. Burgers and
bratwurst will be available at the

submitted
Thanks to Kaslo’s win of the
TSN/Kraft Canada Community
Challenge last summer, the Logger
Sports committee has made several
improvements to the logger sports
grounds.
The committee is hoping
everyone will come out on
Sunday this May Days to see the
improvements.
Improvements include three
gleaming cedar climbing poles,
thanks to the generosity of the Kaslo
and District Community Forest.
These poles were cut from our
community forest at Keen Creek
by Alpine Logging Ltd., milled
by Pacific Inland Pipe and Pole

Company and transported to Kaslo
by Dave Sicotte Trucking. They
were erected this spring with the
assistance of Colin Jacobs, Paddy
Flannigan of FortisBC and Bryan
McMillan of Yellowhead Road
and Bridge. Thanks so much to
all of these wonderful community
partners.
Three new sets of bleachers
have been constructed with financial
support from Columbia Basin Trust
and elbow grease from Jeff and
Morgan Mattes. These bleachers are
a welcome addition to the Bavarian
Garden.
The registration/storage unit
has been purchased with some of
the winnings and will be artistically

grounds from 11 am to 5 pm, and the
Bavarian Beer Garden is open from
noon to 5 pm.
You won’t want to miss the Show
’n Shine, with its collection of antique
cars lined up on Front Street from 10
am to 2:30 pm.
At the skatepark on Sunday, check
out the demo and local competition at
11 am.
Down at the Vimy Park gazebo
on Sunday, there will be a hoola
hoop class at 11 am, and a string of
musicians play one-hour sets from
noon till 6 pm.
On Sunday evening, live music
will be featured at the Bluebelle

(Holly & Jon) and at Kaslo Hotel
(Tom & Jerry).
On Monday, Front Street Park
beside Kaslo Hotel will be the venue
of the Garden Festival. The May Days
Parade starts at noon, winding its way
down Front Street, 4th Street and B
Avenue. After the parade, everyone
is invited to the United Church Hall
for tea, being served from 12:30 pm
to 3 pm.
The Kaslo Citizen of the Year
Award will be presented at 1 pm
at the Vimy Park gazebo, along

with speeches and much more. The
popular Children’s May Pole Dance
is also scheduled for 1 pm at the park.
The kids can visit the fish pond
at Periwinkle between 1 pm and 4
pm, and children of all ages can kick
around a soccer ball at the Abbey
Manor front yard from 2 pm to 4 pm.
Model plane flying will be happening
at 2:30 pm at Lighthouse Beach, and
the annual Rubber Ducky Race will
happen at 3 pm.
The Usual Suspects play at Vimy
Park from 2 pm to 4 pm.

Kemar’s

HAVE A GREAT
MAY DAYS!

Persian and Tribal Rugs
Turkish Pillow Covers
Indian Embroidery
Exotic Gifts & Jewellery
250-353-RUGS (7847)
Across from Mohawk,
Kaslo

Kaslo Riding Club Horse Demo, May Days 2009

Kaslo Logger Sports grounds upgraded for this year’s event

Cornucopia
“The Natural
Choice”

More than just a health food store

Have a Happy
May Days!

The Landmark Bakery in Kaslo is one of
my all time favorite places to go.

This is not simply because they have the best stickybuns in the world, nor is it their amazing cinnamon
buns and a fantastic array of soups and sandwiches
and pizzas etc. What brings it all together is the
proprietor, Rob. He knows exactly what he’s doing
and is genuinely friendly and accommodating to all
his customers. I’m going there right now.
Andrew Rhodes, Valley Voice
Food Editor

Stop by for a visit - We are open 7 days a
week from May Days to October.
Bringing you the best in Canadian Crafts
since 1986.

Celebrate May Days
in Kootenay style at
Willow Home Gallery

Front St., Kaslo

Kaslo
Mohawk
Have a fabulous time at our
annual May Days festivities!
Open 5 am to 9 pm
7 days a week

LOGGER SPORTS HAS PUT
KASLO ON THE MAP!!!
COME TO KASLO ON
SUNDAY, MAY 23RD FOR
AN ACTION PACKED DAY
OF EXCITING LOGGER
SPORTS EVENTS

405 4th St. • Kaslo, BC • 353-2205

422 Front Street • Kaslo • 353-2594

Have a wonderful
May Days
weekend!

painted to reflect Kaslo’s logging
heritage.
The committee is still working
on amphitheatre style seating along
the natural embankment, a new
log rolling pond, and power to the
grounds.

HAVE A BLAST AT
KASLO MAY DAYS 2010

Teresa’s

More than a Sandwich Shop

400 Front • Kaslo • 353-2115

May Days
Open All Weekend

The Clothes Hanger
411 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-9688

CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS WILL
BE HELD INCLUDING THE TREE
CLIMB, LOG ROLLING, DOUBLE
BUCK AND CHOKER RACE
SHOW TIME: 10:00 am TO 5:00 pm
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Winlaw’s May Day Water Festival a Splashing Success
and Samuel Stevenson MC-ed the
day, spinning tails between acts.
Silk acrobatic performers stunned
everyone with their grace.
The committee hosts the annual
celebration with help from sponsors

Columbia Basin Trust, Slocan Valley
Community Arts Council and the
Cedar Creek Café. All in all, the day
was a heartfelt, community-centered
celebration of the precious liquid that
sustains us all.

PHOTO CREDIT: RECORDO

Built by Ridgeline Metal Works
and volunteer carpenters from
salvaged metal and cedar shingles,
the permanent roof was erected
especially for May Day at the Cedar
Creek Café. Slam poets Blair Lehman

Acrobat at Winlaw May Day
PHOTO CREDIT: RECORDO

(IPPs), water contamination as near
as South Slocan and global water
crises, Winlaw residents and guests
demonstrated that our area’s healthy
watersheds are something to dance,
sing, parade, costume, laugh, feast
and party about.
The place was teeming with kids
of all ages in face paint, crowns and
shades of blue. The whole crowd
paraded down to the river, led by artist
Bo Conlan, for singing and cedar
offerings in gratitude for our rivers,
streams and oceans. “Our bodies are
over 70 percent water,” Larstone said.
“So when we celebrate our water, we
also celebrate ourselves.”
Local musicians, including
Brian Rosen and the WhatNow, the
Nelson Samba Band and Heavy
Schtetl entertained the crowd under
a beautiful, brand-new stage roof.

PHOTO CREDIT: RECORDO

by Kate Guthrie
The seventh annual Winlaw Water
Festival was a grand celebration this
past May Day.
“It was an honour to facilitate a
gathering of such cultural significance
to our community, where there’s so
much joy and gratitude and good
energy being shared by so many of
us,” Winlaw Watershed Committee
President Phil Larstone said. He
especially wished to thank the donors
of the silent auction.
T h e Wi n l a w Wa t e r s h e d
Committee raised enough funds
to support its water stewardship
projects, including the posting of
watershed entry signs on the highway
and ongoing monitoring of Winlaw
Creek.
In a time of rising concerns
about Independent Power Projects

The Valley Voice May 19, 2010

Excavating and Dump Truck Services

Winlaw’s annual May Day Festival, held May 1, focuses on water.

Dancer at Winlaw May Day

Nakusp Special Olympics athletes Monica Shiell and Jo Blackman won two bronze medals each at the Regional Alpine
Skiing Competition at Silver Star Ski Hill in Vernon on March 13.

Nakusp Special
Olympics athletes bring
home bronze

submitted
Nakusp Special Olympics athletes
Monica Shiell and Jo Blackman won
two bronze medals each at the Regional
Alpine Skiing Competition at Silver
Star Ski Hill in Vernon on March 13.
A total of 65 Special Olympics
athletes from all over the interior and
the Okanagan participated.
Shiell and Blackman both
participated in two events on the
GS (giant slo) Super G race course.
Athletes battled fresh powder that was
a foot and a half deep! Both Nakusp
athletes brought home two bronze
medals each.
Special Olympics BC Nakusp
is hopeful that Monica Shiell and
Jo Blackman will qualify for the
provincial competition representing
Zone 1 next winter. The SO athletes
made many new friends, attended an
awards banquet and were successful
with their new-found independence.

May 19, 2010
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Marina Ridge condo reps ask for lower sewer rates
by Jan McMurray
Marina Ridge condominium
owners feel they are paying too much
in sewer charges.
Two condominium strata
corporation representatives, Auke
Elzinga (treasurer) and Mark Daines
(manager) came to Kaslo’s Parcel Tax
Roll Review Panel meeting on May
5 and asked that the strata be billed
less than half what they paid last year.
After discussion, the Village
panel indicated that condo owners
would have to pay full price this year.
However, Mayor Lay encouraged
them to come to council as a delegation
and ask that the bylaw be amended “so
that this can get into our system and
be debated.” The panel also referred
the condominium strata corporation’s
written submission to Kaslo’s Liquid
Waste Management Committee.
Elzinga and Daines presented the
condominium owners’ case, asking
for “fair and equitable” sewer charges.

In their written submission, they
conclude that they produce 1.95%
of the total sewage processed by
the Village system and that they are
paying 9.85% of the total revenue
of the utility. They estimate that the
average user is paying $2.53 per cubic
meter and the condo building is paying
$16.71 per cubic meter.
They suggest paying $5,010 this
year in total, where in 2009 they paid
$13,437.35.
Part of the reasoning behind the
lower rate is that each unit is estimated
to be used only about 60 days per year.
Councillors Frary and Hewat both
pointed out that the purchase price of
the condominiums was not based on
occupancy, and that it is the choice of
the owners not to be there full-time.
Councillor Hewat further pointed
out that there are homeowners in
the specified sewer area who winter
away and still pay their full fee. She
indicated that it would be impossible

PUBLIC NOTICE
ARE MENTAL HEALTH OR
ADDICTIONS ISSUES A CONCERN
FOR YOU OR YOUR FAMILY?
The Mental Health & Addictions Consumer, Family
and Peer Support Program, on behalf of Interior
Health Authority, is looking for citizens to participate in
local Mental Health and Addictions Advisory Councils.
The Councils represent the interests of mental health
and addiction service consumers and their families.
Working in collaboration with the health system,
Council members promote an equitable, accountable,
effective and efficient system of mental health and
addictions care and mental health wellness.
Interested applicants can contact the Consumer,
Family and Peer Support Program Coordinator at
1-877-364-2326 ext 242.

OR
Contact local Mental Health and Addictions Services
office directly:
Arrow & Slocan Lakes: (250) 265-5253
Boundary: (250) 442-0330
Castlegar: (250) 304-1846
Nelson: (250) 505-7248
Trail: (250) 364-6262
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY, MAY 28, 2010
Mental Health & Addictions Consumer, Family and
Peer Support Program
Funded by
Interior Health Authority, Kootenay Boundary
Health Service Area,
Mental Health and Addictions Services
TRAIL FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE
CENTRE SOCIETY

FACILITATING AND ADVOCATING WITH INTEGRITY AND RESPECT
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to base sewer fees on occupancy of
each and every building in Kaslo’s
specified area.
Another key factor in the reasoning
behind the suggested lower rate for the
condos is that the building has been on
a water meter since late 2008. So, they
know how much water the building
uses, and is thus processed by the
sewer system.
Councillor Hewat explained that
tying the fee to water usage is not in
place in Kaslo’s bylaw, but indicated
that this may be case in the future
when the whole town is on the sewage
system and on water meters.
During their presentation, the

condo reps noted that sewer systems
are not supposed to generate profit for
the Village, but are to be run on a cost
recovery basis, and that the system had
a $200,000 surplus.
Hewat explained that the reserve
fund of $200,000 is for future repairs
and to retire the debt incurred when
the system was put in. She said that
$50,000 of the reserve is earmarked
to purchase a dewatering unit. “So
it’s not a slush fund. There are many
factors that we must consider.”
The panel allowed Anne Malik,
former sanitary sewer committee
member, to comment. She pointed
out that no consideration is given

to any owners of vacant or seasonal
properties. She said property owners
with vacant land are assessed on
frontage. “They are pumping zero into
the system and they are still paying.”
Malik also observed that the
condos are being advertised as
vacation rentals, and suggested
that perhaps they should be paying
commercial tax rates, which is 2.7
times higher than residential tax rates.
“You can’t have your cake and eat it,
too,” she said.
Daines inquired about appealing
the decision. CAO Rae Sawyer stated
that the next step would be to appeal
to the BC Supreme Court.

by Art Joyce
In the early evening hours of May
12, the roof of the Kane Manor, one of
Kaslo’s premier heritage homes, caught
fire. Neighbours and students rallied to
the homeowner’s assistance to remove
furniture, pictures and other valuables.
According to homeowner Earl Pfeifer,
the fire was first spotted by two passing
loggers, who acted quickly to start
dousing the fire.
The roof however continued to
smoulder, sending out a thick haze of
smoke over the property while the fire
department worked to extinguish the
source. It seemed difficult to pinpoint
the source and firefighters were forced
to cut a hole in the roof with a chainsaw.
Fire Chief Larry Badry says garden
hoses were used in an attempt to
suppress fire spread prior to the arrival
of the fire department. One civilian was
hospitalized due to smoke inhalation.
There was damage to the roof and
attic areas, as well as some water
damage, although the extent has yet to
be determined.
“The Kaslo Fire Department’s
priority continues to be the safety of the
volunteer firefighters and the citizens

of the community,” says Badry. “We
wish to remind everyone that structure
fires have many inherent dangers and
can pose an extreme risk of suffering a
traumatic injury.”
The historic home was built by
David Kane, who came to the West
Kootenay as a lad of 18 with his brother
George in the 1880s. Land was cheap
and the brothers acquired thousands
of acres of forest for logging and had
plans to build a sawmill. Shortly after

their arrival, silver was discovered and
in the resulting boom Kaslo’s population
soared to 3,000. In early 1891, George
Kane bought land for the townsite and
the Kanes added to their fortunes by
selling lots. That fall they brought their
widowed mother Melissa, unmarried
sisters and a younger brother to Kaslo.
Construction of the manor house began
in 1892 and was ready for occupation
by 1893. In recent years the home has
undergone extensive restoration.

submitted
On Wednesday, May 5, the
New Democrat Climate Change
Accountability Act (Bill C-311) passed
its final vote in the House of Commons
by a vote of 149 to 136. The bill commits
the government to a long-term target
to reduce Canadian greenhouse gas
emissions to 80 percent below 1990

levels by 2050. A medium-term target
to bring emissions 25 percent below
1990 levels by 2020. These medium and
long-term targets are consistent with the
Kyoto process.
“It has been too long coming,” said
Alex Atamanenko, MP for BC Southern
Interior, “but I am delighted it has
passed, once again. Now I encourage

Canadians to keep the pressure up on
the Senate, to ensure passage of this bill.
The climate clock continues to tick.”
C-311 is the country’s only federal
climate-change legislation and will
make the government accountable to
Canadians for action on climate change
through regular reporting on measures
to achieve firm targets.

submitted
Claire Kujundzic of Wells, BC
will be exhibiting in the Langham
Art Gallery from June 4 to July
18. The artist’s reception, opening
the exhibition, will take place on

Friday June 4 from 7 - 9 pm and
refreshments will be available by
donation.
Claire’s exhibit examines the
impact of the mountain pine beetle
on her local environment. Richly

submitted
Through a contract with Interior
Health Authority’s Mental Health and
Addiction Services, Trail FAIR Society
provides a Consumer, Family and Peer
Support Program. The program is
intended to promote the development
of client participation initiatives,
specifically focusing on mental health
consumer and family advisory councils,
and family and peer support programs in
the Kootenay Boundary region.
Peer Support is available in many
communities throughout the region and
consists of emotional support, practical

assistance and alleviating isolation. It
is based on a relationship of equality
where knowledge is exchanged and
it works best when the need is for
understanding, information, a listening
ear and / or a sense of connectedness.
The Peer Support roles are filled
by volunteers who have had similar
experiences and can relate and offer
authentic empathy, validation and role
modeling.
For more information, contact Janet
Lawrason at 250-364-2326 ext 242; toll
free at 1-877-364-2326 ext 242 or by
email at mhasupport@trailfair.ca.

textured, raw and toothy, the work in
this exhibition represents a rekindling
of a 30-year old fascination with prehistoric cave paintings for the Wells
artist.
Using unprepared canvas
evocative of hide, iron from the
water she drinks, soot and charcoal
from the fire that keeps her warm,
these paintings evoke the stained and
patinated surfaces of the caves that
captured her interest decades ago.
Kujundzic utilizes a broad
repertoire of techniques including
collage, frottage, printmaking and
drawing abandoning concerns for
style and convention in favour
of pouring herself into her work.
Visceral and reductive, ‘Cariboo
- Message from the Beetle’ gives
shape to the artist’s environmental
concerns.

Kaslo’s historic Kane Manor suffers fire damage

Volunteers from the Kaslo Fire Department had to cut a hole in roof of the Kane Manor.

Atamanenko supports passing of federal climate change bill

Wells artist shows at the Langham Art Gallery

Regional program offered for mental health clients
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Historical errors on underwater plaques in Silverton
by Art Joyce
History is an inexact science,
when one takes into account hazy
memories and unverified sources. It
appears the Underwater Archaeological
Society of BC (UASBC) has erred in
the information it recorded on one of
the two plaques its dive team placed
at two underwater sites near Silverton
last month.
The site in question is just off the
boat launch, where several railway
boxcars loaded with ore sank nearly 100
years ago. In our April 21 edition we
cited the information from the plaque,
which stated: “In the winter of 1904 the
barge had been loaded at New Denver
with rail cars containing some 800 silver
ingots and silver ore concentrate. After
setting out, a storm erupted on Slocan
Lake, causing the barge to break free,
making it as far as Silverton. Once there
the rail cars broke through the barge’s
end posts and sank.”
According to Silverton old-timer
Dick Hambly, this report is incorrect.
The barge was not loaded in New Denver

because the Standard Mine had its own
loading facilities in Silverton. “The way
they used to do it was they had six cars
so they loaded three at a time, and they
had to turn it by hand to load the other
three.” There were 40 tons of lead ore in
each car, for a total of 120 tons plus the
weight of the three cars, says Hambly.
Mine workers had turned it around to
load the other three boxcars, but there
was already a heavy cant to one side
when a large wave hit, tilting the barge
enough for the cars to roll off.
Author John Norris, in his book
Old Silverton, corroborates Hambly’s
statement that the Standard Mine had
its own loading dock in addition to
one that was at the south end of town.
“From its position in front of the mill…
tracks carried the surface tram parallel
to Seventh Street across the tailings
dump and onto the ramp over the water.
Because the land sloped gently, the tram
ran down under its own weight, but… it
remained attached by a cable to a hoist
in the mill so that it could be hauled back
empty,” writes Norris.

The account in Old Silverton differs
markedly from the version recorded by
the Underwater Archaeological Society
plaque. “On the afternoon of Monday,
January 10, 1916, the crew was having
a very difficult time loading the barge.
It was fourteen below zero (F) and a
windstorm was developing from the
north. As the breakers grew in size and
pounded with increasing fury against
the shore and the ramp, the loaders
finally finished their work. A fastening
gave way on the tossing barge, the load
shifted; one by one the boxcars slid off
the end and sank into the water over the
bottomless drop-off.”
Upon being contacted by Nelson
historian Greg Nesteroff, Eric Young, a
director of UASBC, acknowledged that
an error was made. Nesteroff found a
news report from the Kaslo Kootenaian
of December 28, 1916, which reported
the loss of two ore cars: “While shifting
the barge on which were loaded two cars
of ore, in some way the cars got loose
from their fastenings. One car shot off
the barge into the water with its load,

by Art Joyce
‘Helping you maintain your
lifestyle’ can mean different things to
different people, depending on their
unique needs. But to Shirley Kosiancic
and Barbara Maye of Spectrum
Synergy, it’s far more than just a
company slogan, it’s about compassion.
This Nakusp-based business offers a
broad range of home support systems
for those facing various life challenges.
“We want to help those looking to
maintain their independence, so that
could mean anything from a few hours
a week to 24/7 care,” says Maye.
Spectrum’s home support services
assist those facing the challenges
of aging, mental health issues, the
terminally ill, and virtually anyone who
finds they can’t make it on their own
without a little help. This can include
exercise and mobility support, home
and yard maintenance, housecleaning
and meal preparation. For clients with
mental health challenges they also
provide life skills training. Or it could
be as simple as helping an elderly

person who is moving into the latter
stage of life ‘downsize’ their lifestyle.
“One of the things we’re interested
in is helping mothers with new babies
who may need a little extra support,”
says Maye.
For clients with degenerative
illnesses or chronic conditions who
need special care, Spectrum works
in conjunction with doctors and
nurses to ensure patients receive
their medications. If they have pets,
Spectrum can assist with that, too.
Meals are prepared on site at each
client’s home. Spectrum has employed
the use of a holistic nutritionist to
advise them on diet. This allows for a
personally designed food program for
clients’ specific health needs.
Spectrum is licensed and bonded
to work with Worksafe BC, Veteran’s
Affairs, ICBC, and public trustees’
clients. Although based in the Arrow
Lakes area they are looking to expand
into the West Kootenay, so the
company is looking to recruit both new
clients and new employees. Spectrum

employees are required to have CPR
and FoodSafe training and those with
long term care aide certificates are also
employed. It may require being on call
for some clients.
“It takes a special kind of employee,
they have to be very compassionate and
have the right skills,” says Maye.
“We just feel with the baby boomer
generation heading in that direction,
there’s going to be an increasing need,”
says Kosiancic. “And people do want
to retire here. It would be nice to have
younger people moving here too so we
can employ them.”
The special care clients receive
from Spectrum improves their quality
of life. Staying in their own home
while facing terminal illnesses or agerelated infirmities helps them as well,
sometimes even extending life.
“It’s not a one-way street,” says
Kosiancic, “it adds value to the lives
of our employees too. We treat our
clients like we would our own family
members.” For service or inquiries call
250-265-3842 or skosiancic@telus.net.

Spectrum Synergy offers wide-ranging home support services

while the second one, after half of it had
dropped over the end of the barge, stuck,
with the result that the car was badly
smashed owing to the weight of ore at the
outer end. A wrecking outfit was sent to
salvage the cars and as much of the ore
as possible.” The Nelson Daily News of
Saturday, December 23, 1916 reported
that the event had occurred two days
prior to that edition, on December 21.
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Nesteroff thinks Norris may have
confused the date with a story in the
Nelson Daily News, January 13, 1916
which reported on an unusually heavy
snowfall followed by one of the worst
windstorms on Slocan Lake in years.
“We will be correcting the plaque
as soon as we can get the full correct
story and have another one made,” says
Young.

Do you have home care needs?
Are you having a baby and need a little extra support?

Do you want to downsize your belongings and don’t know where to begin?
Are you or a family member aging but want to remain independent in
your home?
Have you been injured and need temporary support?
Has a family member passed on and you need help with the details?
Are you new in the community and need assistance with getting set up?
Is a family member struggling with a mental health challenge and
staying independent?

WE CAN HELP!!
We offer: Self-Care Assistance, Exercise, Mobility Support,
House Cleaning, Meal Preparation, Downsizing Services,
Home and Yard Maintenance, Life Skills Training, Home
Support, Advocacy

Spectrum Domestic Services
250-265-3842

serving the West Kootenays

MAY DAY SALE • MAY DAY SALE
FOLDING CAMP CHAIR “TREKK”
Reg. $23.99
SALE $17.55
CRYOPAK ICE PACK 250 G
Reg. $4.79
SALE $3.59
RELIANCE AQUA-TAINER WATER CONTAINER 4 GAL
Reg. $18.99
SALE $14.25
FUSION BINOCULARS – 8 X 40 COMPACT
Reg. $50.99
SALE $29.77
FUSION TRAVEL MUG 12V “keeps beverages hot”
Reg $14.99
SALE $6.88
CHARCOAL BRIQUETTES – 10 LB ROYAL OAK
Reg. $8.79
SALE $5.75
GRILL PRO CHICKEN ROASTER “beer can”
Reg. $11.99
SALE $7.99
SNAPLIGHT LIGHT STICKS – 3 COLOURS
Reg. $7.59
SALE $2.99
GARRITY RUBBER WATERPROOF TUFF LITE
FLASHLIGHTS 2/ PACK
Reg. $21.99
SALE $12.95
BICYCLE 8 GRAM CLAY POKER CHIPS – 100 CHIPS/
CASINO TRAY
Reg. $24.99
SALE $12.95
72” BEACH UMBRELLA /CASE
Reg. $12.99
SALE $9.49

At Nakusp’s Big Bike event this year, Alley Health and Fitness raised an astonishing $3,429.92 in aid of the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
The foundation thanks Sheila Seaton and Tammy Hascarl of Alley Health and Fitness for making this event such a huge success.
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Kaslo council, May 11: Fire service committee report received

by Jan McMurray
• The report of the Long Term
Fire Service Committee regarding a
fire service model for Kaslo and Area
D was received and forwarded to the
RDCK’s CAO. The committee will
serve a further 60-day term to: develop
timelines for a public process that would
lead to a referendum; and to develop a
five-year financial plan for the operation
and building of a new fire hall on the
arena site.
• The grant application for the City
Hall project to Parks Canada’s National
Historic Sites Cost-Sharing Program
was denied, due to the high volume of
applications, and a “highly competitive
process.” The Village was invited
to reapply for the next round, with a
deadline of October 1. Council referred
this item to the Development Services
Committee. Council also agreed to ask
Parks Canada for a list of successful
applicants. “If the oldest wooden City
Hall on mainland BC can’t get the grant,
I would like to know what it takes,”
commented Councillor Frary.
• A revised proposal to install a
sprinkler system in the main fire hall
for $11,700 by Kootenay Sprinkler
Installations was accepted. Councillor
Cormie commented, “It’s ridiculous to
have to sprinkle that building after 40
years just to get the building permit.”
• David Dobie will be instructed to
proceed with Andrew Swan to provide
structural engineering for the City Hall
building.
• Councillor Hewat expressed
concern about the Water Street project,
and asked if the committee had met
its deliverables. “We should have seen
some sort of plan that we can adopt. The
Trailblazers had to change their plans
because you didn’t have anything for
them to work from,” she said. Councillor
Frary said the committee got a lot
accomplished, but was unable to meet the
deliverables due to things beyond their
control. He said the geotechnical report

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Thank you
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the Kaslo area. The only
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would be completed soon. This issue
was referred to the June Development
Services Committee meeting.
• Council scheduled a meeting with
Kaslo Trailblazers on May 17 to discuss
the Water Street project.
• Permission was granted to remove
cottonwood trees from Water Street bank,
in order to facilitate the Recreational
Infrastructure Grant from Western
Diversification to Kaslo Trailblazers.
Councillors Cormie and Frary spoke in
favour of a call for bids to choose the
contractor. CAO Sawyer said this would
be up to the Trailblazers.
• All Saturday Market questionnaires
will be made available for public viewing
in the Village office. Mayor Lay and
Councillor Leathwood were opposed.
Leathwood explained that the intent
was to gather opinions and share them
with the North Kootenay Lake Arts and
Heritage Council, which was done. “I
don’t know why the public should see
these,” she said, adding that she believes
people will be able to determine who
wrote which comments.
• Councillor Frary introduced three
resolutions to address his concerns
about slope stability at the Kaslo Bay
Estates triplex development. Councillor
Cormie said that the Municipal Insurance
Association did a presentation on “what
happens when the slope slips” at the
AKBLG conference, and made it clear
that they would like to be brought in at

the beginning of any process such as this
one. All three of Frary’s resolutions were
defeated, with Mayor Lay, Councillors
Hewat and Leathwood voting against
them. Council agreed to invite the
developer, Bernie Penner, to the June
Development Services Committee
meeting.
• Council received the revised
application to UBCM for prescription
funds for the fuel management project.
There are now five areas listed on the
application: Kaslo - West (Cemetery
Area; Village owned lands); Kaslo North (Provincial Park - UREP Reserve);
Kaslo - Airport (North/South Airport;
Village owned lands); Kaslo - Municipal
(Various Locations; Village owned
lands); Kaslo - South (Rock Cut; Crown
lands).
An email from a UBCM
representative asks for clarification on
the budget. “$42,435.50 for 40.6 hectares
equals $1,045.21 per hectare. This is more
than two times the provincial average for
fuel management prescriptions,” states
the email. Councillors Cormie and Frary
wanted to know why. Mayor Lay said,
“This is the Province’s opinion – there
are other opinions out there,” adding
that Kaslo Community Forest and
Slocan Valley Community Forest both
feel it should cost upwards of $2,000
per hectare.
Council will receive Progressive’s
response to the UBCM query, and

Progressive will be informed that council
would like to be better informed before
application amendments are made.
• Mayor Lay reported that John
Cathro made a presentation at the RDCK
about the triregional fuel management
project. Eight priority treatment areas
in the RDCK have been identified,
and Kaslo is not one of them. Council
directed staff to request a meeting
with Blackwell & Associates (project
manager), council, Director Shadrack
and Progressive Forest Management.
• An email from Area D Director
Andy Shadrack explains how the budget
will work for Kaslo Public Library
in 2010. With Argenta and Johnson’s
Landing joining the library service area,
87% of Area D’s tax requisition base is
paying into the service. The library will
receive $42,767 in taxes in 2010, up
from $33,880 last year. Although the
residential rate for the library service
was approved at 10 cents per $1,000
of assessed property tax, the actual rate
in 2010 will be 9.1 cents, thanks to the
expansion to Argenta and Johnson’s
Landing. This taxation rate applies to
both Area D and Village residents.
• Several bylaws related to the
budget were read three times. They
were subsequently adopted at a special
meeting on May 13. Bylaws include
the water rate bylaw ($1.55 per foot of
taxable frontage), the sewer rate bylaw,
the five-year financial plan and the tax

rates bylaw (residential rate is $2.54 per
$1,000 of assessed property value).
Kaslo’s 2010 budget totals
$3,333,316. The Village will collect
$550,600 in taxes, which represents
only 17% of its budget. The largest
revenue source for 2010 is grants from
other governments, totalling $1,047,833.
Capital projects listed in the bylaw
include City Hall renovation ($632,250),
Kemball Memorial Centre renovation
($48,500), Water Street development
($21,490), campground ($75,000),
reservoir liner replacement ($200,000),
roads ($50,000), sidewalks ($15,000),
streetlight upgrade ($30,000), sewer
treatment plant ($52,000) and airport
development ($5,000). Capital projects
in 2010 total $1,159,100; in subsequent
years, the capital works budget is only
about $200,000.
• Councillor Hewat reported that
Mel Bryce had been engaged as assistant
coordinator of the May Days event,
and is happy to continue as coordinator
next year.
• In response to an email from a
resident regarding dog droppings in
Front Street Park, council agreed to
purchase a dog dirt waste bag dispenser
for installation at the park. Councillor
Leathwood also suggested that one be
purchased for the community garden
site.
• Accounts payable of $56,852.90
were approved.

by Art Joyce
The Kaslo and District Community
Forest Society (KDCFS) held its AGM
the evening of May 12 with about 60
people attending. In a long agenda the
most contentious item was a series of
board resolutions on disbursements
policy. Four directors’ terms were up
and of these, two have been filled by
acclamation by Donna Cormie and Steve
Anderson. Two positions remain to be
filled. Woodlands managers reported on
the year’s activities and a brief update
on the long range planning project was
given.
The directors’ report for 2009 was
read by Dick Martin. The downturn in
the timber industry hit home locally;
despite dropping log prices, most bidders
weren’t buying. By the end of the year
the society had depleted its capital due
to not making sales, forcing directors to
dip into reserve funds. By December the
market began to improve. “Although
we are currently cash flow positive,”
reads the report, “margins remain thin
and market values unsure…” Therefore
community disbursements were cut
back, although funds have begun to
accumulate in the legacy fund.
Public outreach activities continued,
however, with the Winter in the Forest
event, field trips and open houses. The
good news is that the community forest
has graduated from a probationary
license to a 25-year tenure. The Ministry

also waived the 25,000 cubic metre AAC
tenure requirement for 2009 due to the
poor markets.
Substantial progress was made in the
long range planning strategy, which the
board is designing to integrate social and
environmental variables, with the driving
factor being climate change. Money was
received from the Forest Investment
Account for this study. This was the first
year the society changed to a cash-based
accounting system, greatly simplifying
bookkeeping. The woodlands manager
has reported that unauthorized firewood
cutting has depleted some valuable
timber stands. Discussions are underway
with the Ministry of Forests on how to
deal with this problem. The board is also
working on the re-opening of the Keen
Creek forestry road but have yet to reach
an agreement.
Local logger Jeff Mattes and several
others criticized the board for the road
closure. Mattes wanted an apology for
the inconvenience the closure has caused
various users. Director Rob Mitchell said
the board made a decision based on the
road hazards and didn’t feel an apology
was necessary.
“I think this problem lies with the
fact that even the government isn’t
clear as to who has responsibility for
that road,” said director Greg Lay. “As
far as I know, Canfor are the legitimate
owners and it was in Canfor’s interest
not to keep that road open.” Lay was
alluding to the fact that repairs are needed
but no one wants to take responsibility
for spending the money. Consequently,
the community forest is losing access
to cutblocks. Area D Director Andy
Shadrack had some discussions with the
Ministries of Forests and Transportation
but was unable to broker a resolution.
The treasurer’s report was presented
by Bruce Freeman, who explained that

due to not selling any timber last year
the projected deficit of $201,000 was
actually $235,000. Of that amount,
$165,000 was paid to the forest managers
to increase the standing timber inventory
(STI) from almost zero to nearly 34,000
cubic metres, a substantial asset. Total
bank balances have recovered from a low
of $434,000 in December to $786,100,
due to winter logging. The board expects
to increase the STI to 50,000 cubic
metres by the end of 2010.
A division of opinion on the board
regarding disbursements policy resulted
in three different resolutions being
presented to the membership for voting.
Mitchell and Freeman each brought a
separate resolution as an alternative to
the board motion, which stated simply
that a dividend of $2 per cubic metre of
wood cut be paid out to the community.
Of that, half would go to the legacy
fund and half to disbursements, using a
rolling average of the past five years to
calculate the amount. Mitchell said the
membership had previously approved
a motion to have disbursements made
only from surplus funds. He proposed
that CFNKLS (Community Fund of
North Kootenay Lake Society) be the
adjudicators. All disbursements would
be matched with equal amounts to the
legacy fund and all disbursements made
since adopting the legacy fund would be
matched to that account.
“To date, the disbursement process
has been very ad hoc. My resolution
enshrines an arm’s length adjudication
process; the politics are removed from
the process,” Mitchell explained.
“Had the money from the first flush of
disbursements been put into the legacy
account, we’d now have about $800,000
in that fund, allowing us to disburse from
$8,000 to $80,000 a year.”
Freeman’s resolution essentially

splits disbursements into annual
dividends paid out at $3 per cubic metre
for all wood types besides cedar, which
would pay $5; and disbursements made
from profit margins, of which 50 percent
would still be returned to the legacy
fund. Freeman launched into a diatribe
about legacy funds, confusing some in
the audience who thought he might be
advocating revoking the community
forest’s legacy fund. His resolution also
proposed adjudication be handled by
CFNKLS.
“The logger, the trucker, the
managers—everybody is paid except
you, the owners of the wood,” said
Freeman. “This dividend is not legacy
encumbered, it goes back to the
community every year, all of it. Why
should you have to give up half of your
money and give it to future generations
when it’s a renewable resource?”
After a gruelling three-hour meeting
with frequent debate, those present voted
to endorse Freeman’s resolution. A
motion was also passed to defer decision
on the long range planning strategy for
two months to allow the community time
to comment. The board will then adjust
the strategy based on this feedback.

Kaslo community forest AGM sets disbursements policy
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Corazon in Kaslo –
an annual event

submitted
The final concert in the Kaslo
Concert Society’s season presents
Corazón, Nelson’s stunningly talented
choir of young people directed by Allison
Girvan. The concert takes place in the
gym at JV Humphries School on Friday,
May 28 at 7:30 pm.
Admission to the Corazón concert is
by season subscription or single tickets at
the door. Adult $22, Seniors $20. Further
information: Karen Pidcock 353-7539 or
David Stewart 354-5368.
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amounts of funding from a variety of
sources on the condition that the route
be non-motorized. While this ensures a
quiet and safe experience for users of this
trail, my feelings remain mixed based on
my observations of recreational activities
in the 35 years that I’ve lived in the West
Kootenays.
I parked the truck at the timberframed gazebo where the trail ends
in Slocan City at the outlet of Slocan
Lake. After my ritualistic breakfast stop
at Harold Street Café I rode south on
Highway 6 for about nine kilometres to
the Perry’s Back road turnoff and relaxed
in the rail trail lot near the Threads Guild
building. The brief side ride from here to
the river gets you to my favourite bridge
crossing of the Slocan River.
Last year there was funding procured
to employ a crew of idle forest workers
to slash out and broaden the sightlines
along the rail trail edges. This has
hugely improved the way you can see
the surrounding landscapes, wildlife and

the adjacent river. Winter trail grooming
is more thoroughly achieved and the
snow shadow effect from overhanging
trees is lessened. This is a great job and
should hold the brush at bay for at least
five years. I’ve gotten into the habit of
carrying binoculars on most outings
now and you’ll probably use them more
here now too.
Soon after getting underway and
after some nice curvy riverside travel the
rail route goes arrow straight for a long
way through the impressive and pastoral
Larsen Ranch, nearer to Lemon Creek.
The river is well off to the west side and
the highway is way off up the hill so
this section of trail is like a tiny taste of
the prairies complete with cattle, fence
lines, drainage ditches and big open flat
meadows. Where the ranch machinery
has dug ditches you can see mounds of
the most absolute jet-black, shiny, inky
soil that looks more like coal than dirt. I
don’t know what forces of nature have
produced this astounding soil but it must

grow stuff like crazy.
Shortly beyond the ranch section the
route passes through the old internment
campsite and over the re-decked and
hand-railed Lemon Creek train bridge.
When you then cross Mon Ami Road
it appears that this road ends at private
property, but I’ve got a hunch that
there’s river access here past the private
houses. Anyhow, the rail trail returns to
the riverbank with odd paths to wander
down for a look-see. This section of
the river winds up into the large Walter
Clough bird sanctuary where over
40 swans spend their winters. Like
snowbirds, sorta.
All along its length the Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail crosses many little roads,
all signed, and some public which could
get you back to the highway if needed.
Each season I see more improvements to
the trail and nice features like outhouses,
benches, lookouts and very good signage.
The main thing I don’t see much of is
other trail users. Although I did this ride

on an overcast but dry weekday, I saw
no one at all in the hour-plus I spent on
eight kilometres of the trail. Usage goes
up in the summer and during ski season
but there still aren’t many people out for
the high quality of experience that this is.
Which brings me to make the
possibly not helpful suggestion that
the latest rail trail development dream
between Rosebery and Summit Lake at
the north end of Slocan Valley really has
to be designated as multi use, including
motorized vehicles. I know for sure that
there is only a small trickle of bodies
using the neglected rail route north of
Rosebery and it continues to fall into
decline. Only when enough people are
able and interested enough to use these
trails can we justify spending money for
the benefit of all recreationists.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and can often
be found cycling, kayaking, boating
and generally enjoying the outdoors.
250-358-2133.

I’m sure you’ve heard this before:
“The only thing certain in life are death
and taxes.” About 80 percent of my
work is about helping clients reduce the
financial effects of both.
Most people that are seeking advice
tend to have one thing in common – their
income does not equal their cash flow.
Obviously, what we earn is not what we
get to keep. What is not so obvious is
that what we earn also affects a number
of government benefits we could be
entitled to.
There are two demographics that
are most affected – individuals over the
age of 65 and individuals with minor
children. While many people may simply
want to reduce their taxes and implement
strategies that create tax credits, in the
end this does not decrease your actual
income on your tax return.
Parents with young children have
a number of government benefits,
including the Canada Child Tax Benefit,
BC Earned Income Benefit, National

Child Benefit Supplement and BC
Family Bonus. In addition, the amount
of income a family earns influences
whether the child is eligible for a Canada
Learning Bond when you save in an
RESP (Education Savings Plan) or the
amount of student loans their child may
qualify to receive.
These items should be taken into
consideration when a family is making
decisions around whether a second
spouse should be working, whether you
should become self-employed and how
you plan your investment strategies.
With the creation of the Tax-Free
Savings Account (TFSA), many people
are no longer contributing to RRSPs.
However, it is often overlooked that
RRSPs actually provide a deduction
from your gross income. This RRSP
contribution will decrease your income
figure and you may then be eligible to tap
into other government benefits.
Seniors over the age of 65 are
another demographic that is greatly
affected by what shows as their gross
income on their tax return. Some retired
individuals have a cash flow that is
less than their after tax income. The
most common reason for this is when
people don’t have their investments
arranged efficiently – they are paying
tax on income they haven’t actually
received. If you have non-registered
(open investments) then any dividends,

interest and/or capital gains will add to
your income – even if these amounts
are automatically reinvested instead of
being paid out to you. This pre-payment
of tax can negatively impact a senior’s
eligibility to receive other government
benefits and possibly bump them into a
higher tax bracket.
For seniors, the most important
government benefit is the Guaranteed
Income Supplement (GIS). The GIS
is available to everyone who receives
Old Age Security and whose income
is under a certain threshold. If you are
within this income threshold you lose
50 cents of tax-free GIS for every one
dollar of income. Therefore, every dollar

you earn of interest in a non-registered
investment account could be causing you
to lose 50 cents of Guaranteed Income
Supplement, plus you still have to pay
income tax on that dollar.
Another major concern of most
people over the age of 65 is their cost
of healthcare. The amount you pay for
prescription drugs and home care is
directly related to the amount of income
earned.
Everyone has different goals and
circumstances and it is important that
each person consult with their accountant

or financial planner. The main idea
here is that you need to determine if
your current financial and investment
strategies are properly structured to
potentially minimize income tax now and
to maximize all available government
benefits. Taxpayers could very well be
leaving additional government benefits
on the table if they aren’t carefully
arranging their financial affairs.
Collin Ludwar, B. Comm CFP, is
a Financial Planner with The Affolter
Financial Group Inc. and Assante Financial
Management Ltd. (Mutual Fund Dealer).

submitted by Gillian Sanders
All ages of students from Jewett
School took the school bus up the
Lardeau River to the old town site of
Gerrard on May 6. This site is the only
natural spawning grounds for the largest
rainbow trout in the world, which take
the name Gerrard rainbows.
The male fish were jumping,
and though there were ripples on the
water’s surface, students could all see
the fishy romantic drama unfolding
below. When trip leader Gillian Sanders
asked students why the male fish were
jumping, the grade 3 girls were quick to
answer: “They are doing it to impress
the girls.”
On the way downstream, the group
walked in the John Fenger Memorial
Forest of ancient cedar trees. Students
wanted to play their favourite game of
camouflage, but the devil’s club was too
hazardous. Instead, the students played

the quiet game, where everyone sits quiet
for as long as they can, listening as the
forest creatures come to life around them.
Students realize that the longer they are
quiet, the more they can hear. We ran
back along the trail to the bus, using the
cedar bridges that were newly upgraded
last year by the Friends of the Lardeau.
Nine-year-old Caileigh Sommers
kept field notes of the animals, plants,
and animal signs seen along the journey.
In addition to the magnificent Gerrard
rainbow trout, students observed snow
geese, bufflehead ducks, cottonwood
trees, beaver lodges, devil’s club, wild
ginger, elk tracks, bear markings,
whitetail deer, adult and juvenile bald
eagles, several dogs – and a young
mountain caribou. The slate grey
colouring, white chest, and shape were
unmistakable; but it was such a rare
sighting that general wonderment struck
the group.

with
Peter
Roulston

Revisiting the
Railroad Ride

Several hikes I’ve done lately are too
close to private lands or locally favoured
spots that are best left undocumented, so I
figured I’d simply review an early season
ride that I like to do on an outstanding
but not heavily used trail network. The
still pretty new Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail stretches 50 kilometres from Slocan
City south to the Playmor Junction at
Highway 3A and has continued to be
upgraded each year. I’ve walked, skied
and cycled on it from the many access
points.
The folks who worked to establish
this trail managed to get some massive

What You See Is
Not What You Get

Jewett School takes trip to see the jumping Gerrard trout

For Clients Who Appreciate...

Serious Planning... Serious Advice...
Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA
Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with
Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC 1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

HUGE YARD SALE
May 29 and 30
10 am - 6 pm
At Jorg and Ulli’s

802 Becker Lane, end of 6 Avenue
(close to the lake), New Denver
SOME OF THE THINGS THAT WILL BE FOR SALE
Real old antiques:
Solid oak kitchen cupboard (stripped), drawer, kitchen table,
and really old kitchen cupboard (small breaks) which still
needs to be dipped and stripped but afterwards will be a
unique piece! Sewing machine.
New or newer objects:
Solid cherry bed, a lot of camping and fishing equipment,
and a lot of household objects (pots, plates etc). Tools,
canoe, wooden paddles, books, one bike and a lot more!
Be surprised!
I am looking forward to seeing some friends again soon! My
name is Jochen. I moved to Canada in 1992 and lived there until
1998. I bought a house and moved my complete household from
Germany to New Denver. During my stay I met a lot of people
and became real friends with some! Unfortunately, I had to return
to Germany, but was able to store my things at the Beckers’.
Maybe I will move to Canada with my wife again one day!
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Announcements

IF YOU WOULD LIKE to donate
to the purchase of a sculpture by Toru
Fujibayashi for public display, please
mail your contribution to Hidden Garden
Gallery, Box 201, New Denver V0G 1S0.
THANK YOU!
GARY & HEATHER BURNS are
Grandparents! Welcome Winston Clayton
Sache - born April 18, 2010 to proud parents
Sarah & Gene.
KATY VARALEAU will again be cycling
from Vancouver to Seattle on the two-day
RIDE TO CONQUER CANCER on
June 19 and 20. If you wish to support
her, please call Bob or Myrna @ 358-2426
or go to www.conquercancer.ca/goto/
katy_varaleau. It is now too late for mailin donations.
HST PETITION will be at the New
Denver Friday Market on June 4. If
you haven’t already signed, here’s an
opportunity.
BEST DEALS ON BEDDING in the
Kootenays – guaranteed! - at Willow Home
Gallery. Home Décor Kootenay Style.
Kaslo. 250-353-2257.

Automotive

1981 SUZUKI GS 650 G. Excellent
condition. 27,000 kms. Fully dressed,
collection plates. $1250. Ph 250-358-2561.

Business Opportunities

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT BUSINESS
IDEA? Community Futures welcomes our
two new business counsellors to the Arrow
and Slocan Lakes area. CF provides program
info, business counselling and training.
Wednesday appts. available in Nakusp and
New Denver by calling 265-3674 ext. 201
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of thanks

THE WOOD FAMILY and Grace would
like to thank all our friends in New Denver,
Silverton and on Red Mountain Road,
where we spent many happy years.
You have been so kind, thoughtful and
supportive during this time.
The many beautiful cards, flowers and
meals that we have received have given
us comfort and reminded us of how much
everyone liked Jim.
A special thank you to the ladies of the
Community Club for putting together the
reception after the service in the Bosun Hall.
DAN WOLKOSKY from Kootenay
Wastewater Solutions (KWS) would
like to thank all those who attended the
presentation on May 17 at Slocan Park
Hall. I had hoped to make local property
owners aware of how the process works for
obtaining a septic system, as well as how
new technologies for septic systems can be

CLASSIFIED ADS

used on easy as well as more challenging
properties.
I also invited ROWPs and Engineers
from your area to attend. I believe in trying
to use the local “talent” whenever possible
in an attempt to keep the money generated
from this work within the community.
Hopefully some connections were made
that evening. KWS specializes in supplying
and maintaining Type II and Type III septic
systems and assisting property owners
and ROWPs/Engineers to determine
which technology best suits their property
and usage. Please contact me with any
questions you may have. Proudly serving
the Boundary and West Kootenays since
2003. Dan Wolkosky, ROWP, Member of
BCOSSA & ASTTBC; Phone: 250-4422689; kws@nethop.net.
WE WISH TO THANK Nakusp Rotary
Club and all those involved in making
the presentation of the Citizen of the Year
and Lifetime Achievement awards such a
memorable event.
-Earl Frerichs and Gene Nagy
SLOCAN VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
wishes to thank all the creative people who
entered the Trash Art Challenge. Over 20
amazing entries filled the Passmore Hall.
The efforts of dozens of school kids from
Brent Kennedy and Winlaw were also on

			
display. Special thanks to our judges, the
teachers, our visiting guest artist Courtney
Andersen, Jan McMurray and the many
visitors to the show. We look forward to
Trashforming again next year!
THE SLOCAN PARK CARE SOCIETY
wishes to extend our appreciation to all
the businesses that supported our very
successful Dinner/Dance event held April
26, 2010 at the Vallican Whole, with
donations of food, door prizes and ticket
sales: Legendary Meats, Evergreen Natural
Foods, Nothin’ Fancy, Four Seasons
Greenhouse, West Kootenay Plants,
Frog Peak Restaurant, and Eddy Music.
Our volunteers’ help was very much
appreciated: Judy Larette, Cal Burton and
Jean Nelson, Nelle Maxey, Reidun Jensen
and all the people who donated desserts.
Thanks to Roxy for providing great dance
tunes and ambience. And thank you to the
citizens who supported our first effort at
fundraising, which has enabled us to hire
Herb Hammond to do an environmental
study on the Slocan Park cutblocks.
-The Slocan Park Community Action for
Responsible Ecology (CARE) Society.

Call for Proposals

WEBSITE DESIGNERS! Call for
Expressions of Interest to create a website
for the Sandon HistoricalSociety. Board

The Valley Voice May 19, 2010
members must be able to update the
website easily, and the site must allow for
interactivity with visitors. Please send a
resume and an indication of the cost to
create the website to: Sandon Historical
Society, Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G
1S0 or sandonmuseum@netidea.com by
May 28.

Coming events

LAKE LORE GALLERY Presents
“Open Stage” Thursdays and Saturdays
7:00-10:30. Calling all comedians/poets to
start the first hour. Music lessons available
in piano, guitar, bass guitar, harmonica,
beginner voice, and theory. Ongoing call to
artists and craftspeople for summer exhibits.
Interested in volunteering? Contact gallery
at 250-355-2955. Also gallery is taking
donations of used books for to be sold as
fundraiser for the gallery. Thank You for
your ongoing support.
SPRING CLEANING? Interested in
recycling? Looking for new art for your
home? Want to “trade” some art? Want to
support the Hidden Garden Gallery’s project
of public art in New Denver by sculptor
Toru Fujibayashi? You can accomplish all
of the above by participating in the Hidden
Garden Gallery’s Silent Auction. Bring
your donation of art to the Gallery (803
Kildare, New Denver) Sunday, June 13

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations,
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build
HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  
0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. Antique. R Oak or Maple
3 1/4 x 3/4 – $4.39/sf pallet
– Bamboo from $3.99 sf –
Cork from $4.39/sf at

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Tradesman Electric

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163
Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

Jacob Butt, Bergevin
Electrical Inc.
Please call
250-358-2479
or 250-505-6182
and leave a message
Free Estimates. Certified,
Licenced, And Insured
Serving New Denver, Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily,
April through June
Perry Siding
7231 Avis Rd.

• 355-2459

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

JUAN’S FLOORING

1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6377

ARROW LAKES
FLOORING
INSTALLATIONS
Carpet • Lino • Laminate
Ceramic Tile • V/C Tile
Hardwood • Tub Enclosures
– 30 yrs experience –
Gord Jones
Cell: 250-515-1584
Home: 250-358-7711

EARTHWORM
YARD CARE

Serving Nakusp & Area
- Lawn Mowing & Trimming
- Yard Maintenance/cleanup
Contact Barry @ (250) 265-9086

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

J.C. Roofing Company

CONSTRUCTION

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30 per year

May 19, 2010

The Valley Voice

from 10 - 3. Visit the Gallery June 15 - 19
to see the eclectic show and to place your
bids. We shall party on Saturday, June 19
at 7:30 pm with final bids collected at 8:30
pm. Don’t miss the fun and excitement. For
more information contact Evelyn Goodell
at 358-2355 or goodallin@xplornet.com.
KASLO CONCERT SOCIETY presents
Corazón, Nelson’s vibrant youth choir in the
Gym at JV Humphries School on Friday,
May 28 at 7:30 pm. $20, Seniors $18,
Students $5. School age children admitted
free when accompanied by an adult patron.
For information call 354-5368 or 366-4623.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
downtown New Denver every Friday, June
to September, 10 am to 2 pm. Features local
produce, plants, herbs and a great selection
of Kootenay artisan wares.
MANDALA ART MAKING Thursdays
(7-9 pm) May 20, 27 ($12). Hand & Soul,
Silverton. Call Sue 358-2177.
KASLO SUMMER CHORAL
WORKSHOPS. July 19-23 – Workshop
for singers of all abilities. July 16-18 – Mini
Workshop for singers from Kaslo and area.
For registration and information: www.
kaslosummerworkshops.ca or 780-438-9080.
LUCAS MYERS ‘HELLO BABY’ Encore performance Saturday, May 29 at
the Winlaw Hall with a decadent dessert

concession by the Whole School. Doors
open @ 7:00 pm $15.00/door. Childcare also
available for $10.00 at the Whole School call (250) 226-7737 to book a space (must
pre-register by May 26). Don’t miss out!

For rent

3-BDRM HOUSE SLOCAN: near school,
yard, no pets, $800/month, references
required, available June 1. 250-355-2553.
RENTAL SPACES AVAILABLE at Hand
& Soul Healing Centre in Silverton June 1.
Upstairs is a cozy office space (rent is $150).
Lovely storefront is available for reduced
rent of $275. Retail or office space? Perfect
for wellness minded practitioner(s). Call
Sue or Larry at 358-2177.

Garage Sale

YARD SALE in the New Denver Orchard.
Watch for signs. May 22, 23, 10 am start.
May 24, noon start. 305 Union St.

Gardening

STOP!! DON’T CUT DOWN that wormy
cherry tree! Eliminate worm, wasp, and bird
damage with Kootenay Covers. Re-usable.
353-2264. www.kootenaycovers.com.
Available at Kaslo Building Supplies, 3537628, Nelson Farmers Supply 352-5375.
ELVENDAL FARM’S GREENHOUSE
in Hills is full with Vegetable Starts:
Broccoli, Cauliflower, Cabbage, Onions,
Kale, Parsley, Snapdagons and mixed

CLASSIFIED ADS

Lettuce varieties. In the coming week
we have Tomatoes, Peppers, Cucumbers
(pickling and slicing), Basil, Melons,
Winter and Summer squash. Grown with
our own compost/soil mix. We use varieties
adapted to short seasons and have grown
them with success for years. Greenhouse
open 9-3 most days. ND May Days and
markets. 358-2660. Elvendal Farm, 113
Reibin Rd.

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Wear layers
for the next month - come to class Monday & Saturday mornings 9-10:30
am - Flow; Thursday afternoon 3:30-5:00
pm - Restorative Flow.

Help Wanted

SUMMER STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
at the Sandon Museum. Must be returning
to school in the fall. Basic duties include
greeting the public, taking admissions,
introducing the history of Sandon and
answering basic tourist questions. Some
cleaning and record-keeping involved. Send
resume and cover letter to Sandon Historical
Society, Box 52, New Denver V0G 1S0.
For more information, call 250-358-2479.
SILVERTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
requires a summer student for the months
of July and August. This position is funded
htrough Service Canada and is open to

students currently attending and planning to
return to school or university in September.
Duties include: welcoming visitors to
the Interpretive Centre and Museum,
explaining and interpreting historical
artifacts and displays, maintenance of
displays, cash collections of donations
to the Centre, and gardening duties. The
successful candidate will possess strongly
developed office skills, the ability to
work independently, a knowledge of the
history of the area, and a desire to assist
visitors to the Centre. Hours of work are
Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am to 4
pm, commencing June 30, 2010, and ending
September 2, 2010. Rate of pay is $10 an
hour. Priority students are encouraged to
apply. Applications will be accepted until
June 4, 2010. Interested candidates are
invited to send a resume and references
to: Silverton Historical Society, Box 17A,
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0.
VISITOR CENTRE COUNSELLOR
- Must have attended school full-time in
2010, and also in 2011. The job is in New
Denver, 32 hours per week (8 hours per day,
Wednesday to Saturday), at $10 per hour,
June 30 to September 6, 2010. Send resume
by May 25 to: Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce, Box 448, New Denver, BC,
V0G 1S0 or chamber@slocanlake.com.
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SPECTRUM DOMESTIC SERVICES,
a West Kootenays Home Support and
Domestic Services provider, is recruiting
individuals with experience in Home
Support, Resident Care Aide, House
Cleaning, Meal Preparation, Downsizing
Services, Home and Yard Maintenance.
Please forward resume to: Spectrum
Domestic Services, Box 667, Nakusp, BC
V0G 1R0 Attention: Barbara Or fax – 250265-3842. No phone calls please.

Housing Wanted

HOUSING WANTED. Local, employed
couple looking for one- to two-bedroom
house in New Denver area. Have lived in
area for six years. References available.
250-358-2813 (Ignore message on machine
and leave a message).
FAMILY OF 4 + pets moving to Nakusp
& area in July. Have professional jobs;
need house to rent ASAP. 403-521-0300
or cgwatson@telusplanet.net.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

’s
Nicklace
P

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Meat Cutting
Legendary Meats
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
Even little ads get noticed in
the Valley Voice

The
Cup and
Saucer
Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00
Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,
Cookies and coffee

358-2267

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

265-4701

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton

NOW OPEN
358-7769

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

CLEANING

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

RECREATION

Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Office, Art, Musician, Supplies & Service

phone: 250.358.7121, email: indelible.ink@live.ca
online catalogues: http://indelible-ink.spaces.live.com

Free Consultation

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Hair Studio

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

indelible ink

Nakusp

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Ava’s

tues - sat from 9 - 4:30, earlier or
later by telephone request
317-A Lake Ave. (Hwy 6) Silverton

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Clothes Hanger
441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Obituary

GEORGE IVERSON died April 29 at the
Slocan Community Health Centre. George was
born and grew up in Banff. In 1979, he moved
to the Silverton area. He had a great love of the
outdoors, politics, and all things that moved.
George worked for the CNR, drove buses for
Brewster, drove heavy equipment, and was a
pilot, but his greatest love of all was travelling
by horseback. For many years he ran horseback
adventures from his home at Mistaya. He was
a wonderful, warm, curious, interested and
interesting person who enjoyed his family and
friends and lived life to its fullest. He will be
remembered with fondness by us all.
George is survived by his wife Sue (Davies)
sons Brent (Brianna) Jeff (Lisa) granddaughters,
Kennedy, Brooklyn, and Jersey, brother Charles
(Arlene) and several nephews and nieces.
The family is very grateful to the staff
of the Slocan Community Health Centre,
hospice volunteers, and friends for their care
and support. George’s service will be at the
Silverton Memorial Hall 11am, May 23.
Donations may be made to the New Denver
Hospice Society, the Cancer or Alzheimer’s
Society.
BABZ CHULA - March 12, 1947 to May
7, 2010 - It is with great sadness that we say
goodbye to Babz Chula, renowned Vancouver
actress and singer, former Winlaw resident,
mother to Aviv, Orpheo and Jordana, wife to
Larry and warm and wonderful friend to many.
Babz’ career started in the Slocan Valley
where she sang with ‘Whitewater’ and ‘No
Fixed Address.’ She formed the vocal group
‘Streethearts’ with Helen Davis, Bing Jensen

and David Engleman and they worked in
California, Hawaii and Canada. She began
acting in 1980 and had a successful stage,
television and film career, appearing in more
than 100 productions and endearing herself to
audiences and the film community.
Babz passed away with family at her
side on May 7 after a long battle with cancer.
She died as she lived, with dignity, humour
and courage.
A memorial is scheduled for May 23 at
the Arts Club Theatre, Granville Island. In lieu
of flowers the family asks for donations to the
Babz Chula Lifeline for Artists Society (www.
Babzchulasociety.org).

Slocan Valley Recreation

WOMEN’S MOUNTAIN BIKE CLINIC
– With Jeanie Dwyer. Sat. May 29.
ROCK WALK WITH LESLEY
ANDERTON – Take a walk on the Rocky
Side! Sat. May 29.
WILD WOMEN HERB WALK – With
Shanoon Bennett. Sun. May 30. Winlaw
Regional Park.
SOURDOUGH BREAD MAKING –
Mon. May 31 at WE Graham School.
LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVE
PLANTS – With Michael Keefer. Sat.
June 5.
EDIBLE VALLEY WALK – With
Michael Keefer. Sun. June 6.
FIRE DANCING – With Safire Jones.
Sat. June 12.
ALL ABOUT BEES – With Bob Lerch.
Sat. June 12.

226-0008

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
Real Estate

CENTURY 21 MOUNTAINVIEW
REALTY 250-265-8040 email: shirley@
century21nakusp.com. New Denver 811
Kildare St: Impressive home under New
Home Owner Warrantee. Priced to sell.
Compare it to anything else on the market.
$284,500. 1012 Union St: Solid starter
home with lots of yard and room for growth
Also available for rent July 1, 2010.
$159,000. Nakusp: 209 1st Ave NE: The

			
perfect starter home or summer cottage.
Detached guest retreat space. $249,000.
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“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Wanted

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.

VENDORS WANTED for May Day
Market, May 24, 2010, Centennial Park,
New Denver, Noon to 4 pm. Info from
anitastudios@telus.net or Shelley 3582456.
ALUMINUM FISHING BOAT, 14-foot,
with trailer. Must float. Also wanted: 10-15
hp outboard, running. Reasonable. Call
250-358-7171.

to participate in an internship where they
will gain first-hand experience in local
government management. Among them
is David Mills, who is being hosted by
the Village of Slocan.
The management interns are
part of the third year of the BC Local
Government Management Internship
Pilot Program, a partnership between
the Local Government Management
Association of BC, the Municipal
Finance Authority and the Ministry of
Community and Rural Development.
The three-year pilot project provides
funding of $36,000 for each host local
government. The host local governments
provide a local contribution toward
the cost of management intern salaries
and training. This year’s host local
governments are the Town of Creston,
Town of Ladysmith, Northern Rockies

Regional Municipality, Village of
Slocan and City of Surrey. Twelvemonth management internships begin
in May or June of this year. Interns will
receive broad training opportunities
and be exposed to all aspects of local
government operations and in turn will
contribute to capacity-building of their
host local governments.
David Mills received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in political science and
geography at McGill University in
2009. David has worked for a not-forprofit organization and health authority
reporting on health education services
for seniors and has volunteered for the
Disabled Sailing Association.
Additional information about the
management internship program is
available at www.lgma.ca or call LGMA
at 250-383-7032.

Services

Local government interns to learn management skills

submitted
The Village of Slocan welcomes
David Mills, intern working in the
Village office.
In coming years, the trend of senior
local government staff retirements will
create challenges in recruiting new
people to the field. Five recent postsecondary graduates have been selected

Clarification

In our article entitled ‘New Denver
sustainability plan outlines future
steps’ last issue, we reported that
New Denver’s Resilience Action Plan
was done by Have Blue Consulting
and Design. The project was in fact
a collaboration between Have Blue
out of Winlaw (respresented by Craig
Stowell) and Endemic Mountain
Design out of Revelstoke (represented
by Fraser Blyth and Chris Selvig).

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

Sappho’s Bakery

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS
FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

Sliding Scale - Mobile Service

Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

BAKERY

Your ad could be here for
only $10.00 + GST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or
call 250-358-7218

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

DAY SPA
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM
ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, WATER
PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED TARPS,
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, LAWN
COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR,
CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER,
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

PILATES
Spring into fitness at

Body in Mind Pilates
Our total body workout benefits
golfers & gardeners alike!

For more info call Anne
@ 250-265-4290

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw
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Lucas Myers to reprise Hello Baby show for Whole School
submitted
After many disappointed theatre
goers couldn’t get into his sold-out
show last fall, the Whole School
is bringing Lucas Myers back to
the Valley on Saturday, May 29
at the Winlaw Hall for an encore
performance of one of his most

popular comedy shows, Hello Baby:
An Instructional Lecture by a First
Time, Semi-Competent Father.
Doors open at 7 pm, show starts at
8 pm.
Residents of the Slocan Valley
will be in for a treat as Hello Baby
answers the burning question of

what happens when a self-involved
man-child becomes a new father.
Myers asks the hard questions with
his unique comic flair, such as:
“Is your life as you know it really
over?” And “Can you function on
two hours sleep?” And “Is it really
possible to become so obsessed

with bowel movements and nipples
that you actually begin to give them
pet names? Like Jerome?” All
the things you were afraid to ask
in prenatal class will be answered,
and more.
As always Myers livens up
his show with hilarious original
tunes, including Rebel Dad, Nobody
Warned Me About the Drool, and Yes
Honey I’d Be More Than Happy To
Make Dinner And Hand Wash All
These Cloth Diapers As Soon As
I Finish Giving You A Back Rub
And Vacuuming The Floor Again
Because You Are Hyper Paranoid
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About Germs, Really I Would, No,
I’m Not Just Saying That Because
I Think It’s What You Want to Hear,
I Want To Do It, Look, I’m Doing It
Right Now, See?
So be sure not to miss the show
this time, along with the Death by
Chocolate concession. Tickets are
$15 at the door. As an added bonus
for those parents who would like to
go to the show, the Whole School is
offering a babysitting service at the
school for a small fee.
Pre-registration is required by
May 26. Call either Chris at 226
-7902 or Jane at 226-7737.

Shirley Wyatt received a lifetime membership at the Nakusp Royal Canadian Legion annual banquet.

Lucerne School student Carolynne Carruthers won first place in the high
school category of the Nakusp Music Festival’s Art, Poetry and Writing
Contest. Her winning entry is a picture she painted of Sweatshop Union, a
band that played at the festival last year. Carolynne is the very happy winner
of a weekend pass to this year’s Music Fest. Other winners were: Guadalupe
Morales and Nadine Douglas of Nakusp Secondary; Olivia Mang, Silken
Jones and Brody Herridge of Nakusp Elementary; and Emily Watson, Liam
Coates and Xavier Silas Moore of Burton Elementary.

Team of the week

Dorie Cowan was recognized for 60 years of service to the Nakusp Legion.

Nakusp Legion honours Shirley Wyatt and Dorie Cowan
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion held its annual banquet
in honour of veterans and members of the
ladies’ auxiliary. Legion President Rene
Bruneau welcomed the crowd. “We
hold this dinner annually to remember
the soldiers so we can stop repeating the
horrors of past wars. We have to pass on
to our children and grandchildren that
peace is the ultimate prize,” he said.
Bruneau also spoke of the
importance of the ladies’ auxiliary.
“They are the ones who kept the home
fires burning. They looked after those
that came home with physical and mental
illness. They held things together and
need to be thanked.”

Dale Weatherhead, chair of the
honours and awards committee,
presented Shirley Wyatt with a lifetime
membership and Dorie Cowan with
an award recognizing her 60 years of
service at the Legion in Nakusp.
Shirley Wyatt became a member of
the ladies’ auxiliary in Salmo 42 years
ago and has been volunteering ever
since. When she moved to Nakusp,
she continued on at the Legion, serving
behind the bar, setting up the hall
for weekly bingo nights, running the
kitchen, and organizing Robbie Burns
nights. Shirley took on the job of locating
all veterans and their widows and
widowers from Silverton to Trout Lake
to Edgewood for the Year of the Veteran,

and planning the luncheon for that event.
She was chair of the poppy committee
for six years, and the largest amount
ever raised in Nakusp was under her
leadership in 2000.
Besides the Legion, Shirley has
volunteered at Halcyon Home, Meals on
Wheels, the Hospice Society, the seniors
association in Nakusp, the Nakusp
Museum and the United Church. She
was Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year 2008,
and received the Legionnaire of the Year
Award in 2001. Shirley said it was a great
honour to accept the award. “When I was
four, my dad took me out on the street
to distribute poppies, so it’s been a long
time,” she said. She spoke highly of the
Legion as an organization.

Slocan Valley Recreation’s soccer season is underway in the
Slocan Valley with over 150 children playing on 15 teams. The
TEAM OF THE WEEK is the Grade 3/4 Heritage Credit Union
Team with coach Kevin Roberts. Team members are: Brandon
Eisner, Jerika Perepolkin, Avery Kooznetsoff, William McLeod,
Jacob Vollweiter, Jared Roberts and Mike Carey.

Slocan Valley Co-op
Genelle Division
Bulk Fuels • Heating Fuels
250-226-7433
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Cedar Creek Café hosts eclectic line-up of music in May
submitted
With the closing of the Old
Firehall music venue in Rossland,

Winlaw has inherited some fantastic
shows on short notice this month, in
addition to an already great line-up

Come and enjoy our festive
atmosphere, exquisite desserts
and unique Mexican cuisine
made with our own exclusive
recipes since 1981.

!
a
l

Ho
OPEN MAY
DAY MONDAY!
SPRING HOURS:

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN
5-9 pm

at the Cedar Creek Café.
On Wednesday May 19, join
us for music by The F-Holes at 8
pm. Don’t let their tongue-in-cheek
name fool you. The F-Holes are a
unique blend of country, Dixieland,
and Manitoba roots music. Since
forming in Winnipeg in 2004, The
F-Holes have shared the stage
with the likes of Juno nominated
artists Elliot Brood, Twilight Hotel,
Nathan and The Perpetrators, as
well as The Weber Brothers and Dan
Frechette. They have entertained a
wide variety of audiences ranging
from the Children’s Fringe Festival
and the Festival du Voyageur, to the
Manitoba Stampede and the Fire
and Water Music Festival. Bring the
whole family. Cover by donation ($8
recommended) at the door.
On the May long weekend, come
out Sunday, May 23 at 7:30 pm for
the Morlove folk duo, made up of
Corwin Fox and Miss Emily Brown.

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Located in Rosebery, BC

with
Andy
Rhodes

God bless
the
Wild Rose
On Sunday, as we rolled north down

Rosebery Hill, I felt real good inside
because I was returning once again to
the Wild Rose Mexican Restaurant for
dinner. I said this out loud to my driver,
who smiled and nodded her head.
For me, there are about a million
wonderful things about dining at the
Wild Rose. These are a few: I know
I’ll be eating among my friends and
neighbours in a place run and staffed by
friends and neighbours where the vibe
is pleasant and comfy, and the food is
always fabulous. Besides, Randy Speers
makes a magnificent margarita. (He did
extensive margarita research in Mexico
and Washington state.) He’s definitely
got the touch.
The Wild Rose (located just off
Highway 6 in downtown Rosebery) is
beginning its 30th season. Founded and
operated for 20 years by Andrea Wright,
it has been under the stewardship of her
daughter Lilliana Wright and Lilliana’s
partner Randy (Margarita) Speers for the
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Touring in support of their new
album all of my lakes lay frozen over,
the band will inspire the heartfelt
music in all of us. You’ll recognize
the guitar riff in Corwin’s no fight
from the BC arts and entertainment
guide on CBC Radio 1, and recognize
them both from consistent airplay on
CBC in general. Cover by donation.
Then on Monday, May 24 at 10
am bring the whole family out for
the morning outdoor kids concert.
Corwin Fox and Miss Emily Brown
bust out the repertoires they’ve
been practicing for the wee ones in
their families for decades. Corwin’s
kids’ album Tiger is likely #1 on the
playlist of my two toddlers. Have a
peek on YouTube for Corwin Fox
playing The Ballad of Robin Hood.
Cover by donation. Concert will only
be 30-45 minutes to accommodate
our youngsters’ attention span, so
please have your kids ready at the
Cedar Creek Stage for 10 am.

Then come back in the evening
at 6 pm for Megan Hamilton and
The Volunteer Canola, a folk-rock/
alternative group touring Western
Canada. Megan’s latest album,
See your Breath at Midnight in the
Shipyard was released last spring,
and continues to do well on itunes.
Picture yourself sitting on the dock
on Slocan Lake at sunset with the
clanking of ship rigging and distant
call of loons – this is your indie
soundtrack. Gentle female vocals are
the perfect accompaniment for one
of our amazing new BC VQA wines
from Summerhill Pyramid Winery.
Cover by donation.
To listen to music samples go to
www.thefholes.ca, www.myspace.
com/patrickalexandre, www.
myspace.com/morlovemusic, www.
meganhamiltonmusic.com/ or http://
www.myspace.com/meganhamilton.
For more information call Cedar
Creek Café at 250-226-7355.

last 10 years.
The parking lot was full. In I went,
all excited about the Taco Grande Salad
with chicken and buttermilk dressing I
was going to order. It’s always been my
fave. It’s big, it’s beautiful, it’s luscious, I
love it! I peeked into the kitchen and said
hi to Lilliana, Andrea and Howard, then
I sat at a small table close to Randy’s bar
so I could watch him make margaritas.
Then I noticed they’d already reserved
that very table for me. The place was
packed. Ya gotta love it.
Let’s talk about food. Randy
immediately told me that I could have
a “small Taco Grande Salad” (is that an
oxymoron?), but he and Lilliana wanted
me to try some of the other magnificent
food they create. Decisions, decisions.
I opened the big five-page menu and
quickly decided on the Shrimp Roll
Quesadilla and the Chicken Cashew
Fajitas. That’s right. Two dishes, and
the Taco Grande Salad makes three. I
was hungry.
The Quesadilla comes in a fried
Roma tortilla rolled with shrimp,
Monterey Jack and cheddar and served
with Wild Rose special Extra Hot
Pineapple Chipotle Salsa. Yes yes yes.
The Chicken Cashew Fajita is something
else! It comes with several hot tortillas in
a little container. You fill these, at your
own discretion, with Cajun chicken strips
and golden cashews stir-fried with bell
peppers, white onion, and mushrooms.
Also present on the platter are Spanish
rice, beans, and a salad plus three little
cups containing guacamole, sour cream
and shredded cheese. Yes indeed. There’s
also a veggie version with tofu.
The first platter to arrive was the
Shrimp Roll Quesadilla. I dipped one
into that Hot Pineapple Chipotle Salsa.

Ohhhh Yeahhh. Just right. Delightfully
hot, but not too too hot. Real tangy and
delicious. Makes you want to do it again,
so I did. Even better the second time.
Then what to my wondering eyes
should appear but a big margarita made
by Big Randy Speers! Now I was on the
fast track to heaven.
Then came the platter with the
Chicken Cashew Fajita. This dish is a
lot of fun because you get to roll your
own tortillas with generous amounts
of chicken and cashews and all those
other fillings. I had particular fun with
the guacamole, sour cream and multicoloured shredded cheese. Just the right
combo of crunchy and chewy. This
dish provides a bonanza of downright
delectable deliciousness, and is a whole
lot of fun!
Somewhere in there my “mini”
Taco Salad Grande with chicken and
buttermilk dressing arrived, and guess
what? I ate it all. I ate everything on the
table, and I’ll tell you something, those
Chicken Cashew Fajitas are knocking
on the door of the Taco Grande Salad
in an effort to become my new alltime favourite. I’ll have to call a board
meeting to decide.
The margarita was brilliant.
Lilliana Wright and her entire staff
deserve a standing ovation for what
they create in the kitchen and serve in
the dining room of the Wild Rose. It’s
family friendly and wheelchair friendly.
The servers on Sunday were Hillary
and Matthea who dealt smoothly with a
packed house.
If you want a world-class margarita,
consider a designated driver.
Go to the Wild Rose for a
magnificent dinner. I did. Did I EVER.
What are YOU waiting for? Go there!

Global Gift
Discoveries

Inspiring Arts
& Crafts

New paintings by Nadine Stephan
Come in and check out our new spring stock!

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

Nakusp, BC

265-3288

