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by Kate Guthrie
Hours after the 7.3-magnitude 

earthquake shook Haiti on January 12, 
hundreds of survivors gathered in a field 
outside the Lifeline Christian Mission, 
45 kilometres from Port-au-Prince. They 
gathered in a circle, held hands and sang. 
Twenty-six Kootenay residents joined 
them, including 17 students and three 
adults from Mt. Sentinel High School. 

“We’re a quiet society and they 
are not,” Cathy Spears reflected from 
the safety of her Krestova home last 
Thursday. As the parent volunteer on 
the high school trip, she was in Haiti 
with her twin 17-year-old sons, Owen 
and Skye. 

“The Haitian people use music to 
support themselves,” said Don Warthe, 
teacher and group chaperone. The days 
that followed the earthquake were full 
of the sounds of praying, wailing and 
singing as people mourned deceased 
family members, ruined homes, hunger 
and devastation. 

The earthquake hit Haiti less than 
an hour after the volunteers arrived on 
the island. “There was no way to stay 
standing,” said Owen Spears. “There 
was falling, smashing, screaming.”

Some people were showering; 
others were unpacking in their rooms 
of the Haiti Arise Mission. Skye Spears 
was outside, alone. “The locals started 
screaming and running away. I didn’t 
know what had happened, then realized 
it was an earthquake. I stayed outside 
and waited for everyone to come out 
[of the mission].” 

The mission building was more 
solidly built than surrounding cinder 
block homes, Cathy Spears said. “It 
was a miracle.” Only Sue Rebitt, school 
secretary, was injured with a broken rib. 

Although the building survived 
the quake, the group quickly bused 
inland to the Lifeline Mission. “There 
was a constant fear of something worse 
happening – a tsunami, an aftershock 
bigger than the initial earthquake,” 
Spears said. She described their bus ride 
away from Haiti Arise as being “one of 
the hardest things. I don’t want to lose 
the images but I want them to come only 
when I want them to…We were a bus of 
white people leaving the village. They 
were all reaching out to us, trying to 
hand us their children, crying for help.” 
She said that the Mt. Sentinel group was 
in shock. “It was horrific.”

At Lifeline Mission, the group 
slept on 10 cots under a shelter. “We 
slept in a little pile,” Spears said. They 
set up pews around their mattresses to 
protect them in case the roof collapsed 
during an aftershock. Standing on the 
trembling earth “was like standing on 
an air mattress in a pool,” Spears said. 
“It doesn’t make sense.” 

Owen said that the Haitians spent 

Mt. Sentinel Quest for Community: Haiti and home again
most of their days gathering wood to 
rebuild their homes, but people were in 
a state of limbo because they had heard 
that a bigger quake was coming. The Mt. 
Sentinel group spent most of their time 
in the Lifeline Mission compound. The 
smell of bodies, burning garbage and 
sewage permeated the air. Many people 
smeared toothpaste under their noses to 
mask the stench. 

Spears was the only parent on the 
trip. “It was a long time before I let 
my boys go beyond 500 metres of me. 
I made them sleep one on either side 
of me.” She said that she hugged the 
students when she thought that they 
needed it and checked in with them 
when they were separate from the group. 

The group went to Haiti as their 
final field trip in a semester-long ‘Quest 
for Community’ academy program. 
“They’ve been together a long time,” 
Spears said. “They were strong and 
really supportive of each other, even 
before this.” 

Quest for Community was designed 
by teachers Don Warthe, who was on the 
Haiti trip, and Ruby Peppard, who has 
since transferred from Mt. Sentinel. “It’s 
a social justice academy,” Warthe said, 
“to learn how to establish and maintain 
viable and sustainable communities.” 

In Haiti, the students intended to 
learn about the Haitian community 
and the community at the Haiti Arise 
Ministry, Warthe said. They fundraised 
and paid to have a well drilled “because 
we asked them what they wanted and 
they said they needed fresh, clean 
water.” They also planned to build a goat 
fence and to give workshops on dental 
and other hygiene, English, weaving and 
more. “We were in no way going to try 
and save the Haitian people,” Warthe 
emphasized. “We were going to learn 
from them and help them on a project 
they asked for.” 

The group brought 34 totes filled 
with hats, clothes and dental supplies. “I 
had a really good couple hours handing 
out hats to kids,” Spears said. 

After taking a walk through the 
community the students pooled their 
travel money and bought 2500 lbs. of 
rice, which they distributed. “It was 
madness handing out the rice,” Spears 
said.

Skye remembered, “We went out 
into the streets, put it into people’s shirts, 
pots, whatever.” 

In the end, the group opted to give 
most of the rice to cooks at refugee 
camps. They also worked to clear the 
roads of rubble so that vehicles could 
get through. 

Warthe said that the idea for the 
Quest for Community program came 
after students of previous years returned 
from doing service work in other 
countries and reflected that the residents 

“have so little and yet they have such 
strong communities. We wanted to 
explore what makes a community 
strong.” 

“In the face of all adversity, the 
people [of Haiti] came together for each 
other and for us,” Warthe said. “They fed 
us, put on guards at night so that we felt 
safe, reached out in song and prayer and 
befriended the students.” 

Spears developed an especially 
strong connection with a young woman 
the same age as her daughter, Taya, who 
was home in Krestova while her family 
travelled to Haiti. Spears plans to sponsor 
the young woman’s schooling. “I want 
to go back there, to that exact spot,” she 
said. “It feels like unfinished business.” 

“We came home,” Warthe said, 
“because we were using precious 
resources by being there. We knew that 
we could raise funds, do huge things here 
that we couldn’t do there.” 

The experience “solidified my goal 
to do humanitarian work,” Skye said. 
Owen added, “It’s changed what I want 

to do in the future, but I’m not sure 
how yet.” 

“This was a time of huge life 
lessons,” Spears said. “We learned 
humility – how absolutely powerless we 
are; gratitude – we have so much here 
and we escaped with barely a scratch; 
and compassion.” 

At the same time that the group 
was witnessing the power of the Haitian 
community, Canadians were working 
hard to bring them home. On January 18, 
the group arrived in Montreal by way of 
a Canadian Forces aircraft. 

“We want to thank everyone,” 
Warthe said, “from the Haitians, to the 
government, Canadian military, school 
board, our friends and neighbours. We 
have felt so supported.”

At Lifeline, Spears finally got access 
to the internet and sought her daughter 
on Facebook. She was amazed to find 
hundreds of messages of hope, love 
and support there. “I was sobbing,” she 
said, “trying to type and read at the same 
time. The students were so excited to 

hear there was a group on Facebook. 
It was a lifeline.” She posted that the 
group was safe but needed help. She 
encouraged people to call their MP and 
MLA. “Doing that on our status made it 
spread like wildfire.” 

The students plan to begin 
fundraising immediately to support 
Haiti. “It’s really hard to imagine how 
they’re going to rebuild,” Skye said. 
At the mission, the elementary school, 
technical institute and partially built goat 
fence all collapsed in the earthquake. 

“There’s a crazy amount of aid,” said 
Skye, and his mom was quick to add, 
“But it’s not enough.” Skye spoke of the 
politics behind aid decisions. “There’s no 
consensus about what is needed where. 
It’s very political.” One good thing about 
the Kootenay group being there, Spears 
said, was that “it brought the area a little 
bit of extra attention.” 

“Their spirit is their hope,” Skye 
said. “I am amazed that they put their 
faith in something so strongly,” Owen 
added. “They have so much hope.” 

Parent volunteer on the Haiti trip, Cathy Spears, took this picture of a rubbled home in Grand Goave, where the Haiti Arise Mission is located.

This photo of the Mt. Sentinel group in Haiti was taken just before they left the country to return to Canada. Back row, L to R: Cathy Spears, 
Jodie Biggs, Cam Fraser, Elijah Leister, Nicole Amos, Bryden Chernoff, Rachel Throop, Blake Oeulett, Aubray Bell, Ryan Ricalton, Katie Wayling, 
Margaux Tappin, Owen Spears.  Front row, L to R: Jon Couture, Skye Spears, Don Warthe, Sage Fouquette, Brooklyn Malakoff, Kyler Perepolkin.
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The Hills Nordic Ski Club 

is hosting its 2ndannual cross-country 
Ski Party.

Saturday, February 20th  starting at 11 am with 
snow games, relay races, and food. Location: 113 
Reibin Road in Hills.  At 1 pm Olympic XC mens 

pursuit race begins in Callahan Valley. 

 Hey - Kaslo, Winlaw, Nakusp, Slocan…  

      Celebrate Winter Sport 
Bring Skis, kids, fun 
hat, favorite foods 

or beverage to add to 
the club’s spread. 
For event info call 

358-2660. 
No pets. 

2010 Legacies Now and the Province of BC are 
Community Partners of Hills Nordic Ski Club.

by Jan McMurray
Snowmobile clubs in the 

Kootenay, Thompson and 
Cariboo have recently signed 
Stewardship Management 
Agreements (SMAs) with 
the Province that will support 
mountain caribou recovery. 

Snowmobile clubs in our 
area that have signed SMAs 
include the Arrow Lakes Ridge 
Riders for the Hamling Lakes 
Wildlife Management Area and 
the Trout Lake Snowmobile Club 
for the Silvercup Ridge area.

A portion of both these areas 
is closed to snowmobiling; the 
SMAs commit members of the 
two clubs to a code of conduct 
while riding in the portions of 
these areas that have remained 
open. The clubs are responsible 
for providing snowmobile users 
with information and education 
on the mountain caribou, and 
for monitoring the areas for 
compliance. The clubs will 
also provide an annual report 
detailing caribou, goat and wolf 
sightings, as well as the number 
of snowmobilers using the areas. 

Lawrence Redfern of the 
Mountain Caribou Project, a 
coalition of ten environmental 
groups, calls the work done 
concerning snowmobiling under 
the Province’s Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Implementation Plan a 
“significant step forward.” 

Mountain caribou recovery takes a step forward with snowmobile clubs
“Prior to the implementation 

plan, 360,530 hectares were 
closed to snowmobiling. An 
additional one million hectares 
were closed legally under the 
recovery plan, and 79,000 
hectares are addressed through 
SMAs province wide, so this is a 
significant step forward,” he said.

However, he says that the 
Hamling Lakes Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, identified as critical 
winter habitat, was recommended 
for total closure by the science 
team that advised the Province 
on the recovery plan. “It’s bizarre 
to me that about a quarter of it 
remains open,” he said.

Similarly, he is puzzled that 
more than half of Silvercup 
Ridge is still open, as the science 
team found that the risk to 
displacement of caribou was high 
if snowmobiling was allowed at 
Silvercup. He says areas were 
only supposed to be open for 
SMA development if the risk to 
recovery was low. “It’s not clear 
why they varied from the terms 
of the implementation plan for 
Silvercup,” said Redfern.

The biggest concern of 
the Mountain Caribou Project 
around the SMAs is that a vast 
number of areas in the Central 
Kootenays were completely 
overlooked in this process due 
to a “communication bungle,” 
so there is still lots of work to do.

Redfern reiterated though 
that generally, the Mountain 
Caribou Project feels that the 
work around snowmobiling is 
a good, positive step. Of much 
greater concern is the new, 
relaxed rules for the mining 
industry that allow exploration 
companies to log and build roads 
in designated mountain caribou 
habitat that is off limits to forestry 
companies. Redfern explained 
that a year ago, 2.2 million 

hectares of critical caribou habitat 
in southeast BC was protected 
from logging and road building 
under the Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Implementation 
Plan. Companies are able to 
apply for exemptions from 
the Ministry of Environment, 
but that process guarantees 
considerable scrutiny, such as a 
report from a biologist. However, 
in December, the government 
issued an exception to that 

rule, giving mining exploration 
companies permission to log 
and build roads in caribou habitat 
without oversight by a qualified 
professional or approval from the 
Ministry of Environment. 

“ M i n i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n 
companies should follow the 
same rules as logging companies 
in critical mountain caribou 
habitat,” said Redfern. He says 
that the same exceptions have 
been made for heli-ski companies, 

despite the information in the 
government report that says this 
could increase predation. “When 
I look at some of the development 
work these heli-ski companies 
do annually, it is very small, but 
cumulatively, it all adds up, and 
the caribou have suffered from a 
death of 1,000 cuts,” said Redfern. 
“Forestry has been the single most 
important issue, but there are 
impacts from other issues and we 
need to address them all.”

by Jan McMurray
The rail trail from Three 

Forks to Rosebery will be 
extended to Summit Lake, as 
long as the public supports it.

The RDCK has applied 
for tenure on the old CPR 
rail grade from Rosebery to 
Summit Lake, and the Province 
is accepting comments from 
the public until February 24. 
See the advertisement on this 
page to find out how to submit 
comments.

“The important thing is that 
it’s public,” said Gary Wright, 
RDCK chair and New Denver 
mayor. “The people of our area 
endorsed this 20 years ago. Both 
the RDCK and the Province 
agreed, and Rosebery to Three 
Forks was done and now it is 
being extended in line with the 
original community vision – it’s 
a wonderful example of the 
community speaking and the 
different levels of government 
listening.”

Wright said that each section 
of the trail will have its own 
management criteria. “Rosebery 
to Three Forks and Rosebery 
Parklands are non-motorized – 
this will probably be a topic for 
further discussion for the next 
phase to Summit Lake.”

Wright says he expects 
the land tenure to be finalized 
sometime this year,  but 
development work on the trail 
is still a ways off. “We have 
to get public input, do a park 
management plan, a survey, 
establish a commission, pass 
a bylaw establishing it as a 
regional park, set up a budget 
– I would hope this could all be 
done by the end of the year.”

Wright recalled the serious 

Public comments wanted on rail trail extension to Summit Lake
public concern about the fate of 
the rail line property when the 
CPR released it 20 years ago. 
“The public was looking at the 
whole northeast side of Slocan 
Lake – it could have been private 
condos. Instead, that’s been held 

off for 20 years and now it looks 
like the shore of Slocan Lake is to 
remain in community hands for 
the enjoyment of the community. 
I think that’s wonderful. It fits 
in with what’s happening with 
Valhalla Park on the west side 

and it will make Slocan Lake one 
of the largest lakes in BC that has 
a community-owned foreshore. I 
think it’s wonderful and I think 
people 100 years from now are 
going to think it’s even more 
wonderful.”

by Art Joyce
Roca Mines held an open 

house in Nakusp the evening 
of January 15 to discuss its 
expansion plans and receive 
comments on its application for 
an amendment to its original 
production permit. Plans are to 
increase daily production from 
500 to 1,000 tonnes, although 
at present the mine has seen a 
reduction in staff from a high of 
150 to about 85. Molybdenum 
prices plunged from $30 a pound 
to around $10 in the stock crash 
of 2008 (now at $15). The open 
houses being held in Nakusp, 
Trout Lake and Meadow Creek 
are part of the process for the 
permit amendment application 
required by the West Kootenay 
Mines Review committee. 

Most of those present were 
interested in work at the mine. 
Grant Trower of the Friends of 
the Lardeau River expressed 
concern that Roca originally 
applied for its mine license under 
the small mines designation and 
were exploiting a “loophole” 
in the Mines Act to now ramp 
up production without an 
environmental assessment. Under 
the Act, a “small mine” is one 
with a maximum annual output of 
75,000 tonnes. Beyond that a mine 
is normally classified as a “large 
mine” and an environmental 
assessment by the Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO) 

MAX Mine presents plans for mine expansion
is required. Roca CEO Scott 
Broughton replied that “it may 
have the appearance of a loophole, 
but the same people are involved 
in the process.” By that he meant 
the West Kootenay Mines Review 
committee coordinated by the 
Cranbrook office of the Ministry 
of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources. The committee of 
25-27 stakeholders, including 
the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, the EAO, First Nations, 
Ministry of Environment, 
Regional District of Columbia-
Shuswap and others met at the 
mine site in December. 

EAO Project Assessment 
Manager Jennifer Dessouki said 
she reviewed Roca’s amendment 
application and determined that 
“the Max moly mine wasn’t subject 
to our Act.” She explained that 
there are two criteria by which this 
determination was made: increase 
in annual tonnage and increase 
in total mine footprint. “With an 
existing permit, we go into the 
Environmental Assessment Act 
to see if proposal will increase 
tonnes per annum, and if so does 
it exceed the threshold permitted 
in the Act.” The second criteria 
assesses whether the mine 
expansion’s disturbance to the 
site will exceed 50% of what was 
permitted or by 750 hectares of 
land. The application calls for a 
one hectare increase to the tailings 
pond height, falling within the 
guidelines. 

Another question raised at the 
open house was how production 
can be doubled without doubling 
the output of mine effluent to the 
tailings pond. No change to the 
mine’s effluent discharge permit is 
being made. The starter dams were 
built with 15-metre-thick dam 
walls to minimize seepage and 
designed to be raised, Broughton 
explained. The increased dam 
height in the application is 20 
metres resulting in ultimate 
dam heights of 37 metres (SE 
dam) and 30 metres (NW dam). 
Dessouki said effluent is not 
considered by the EAO under 
their Act. Broughton told the 
audience that careful water flow 
management during the first two 
years of operation through heavy 
snowmelt periods has minimized 
effluent volume. Some excess 

capacity is built into the tailings 
dam to allow for storm events 
and spring runoff. There will 
also be need for greater capacity 
to store solid waste material 
from increased production. The 
tailings discharge is monitored 
for downstream water quality 
and “has so far met or exceeded 
permit requirements and BC 
Water Quality Guidelines,” 
Broughton said.  

Acid rock drainage and metal 
leaching from mines can create 
environmental problems. “Frankly 
this is a very negative legacy of 
the mining industry,” Broughton 
admitted. “Nowadays we have 
to measure and design for it.” 
Acidity levels from molybdenum 
tailings at the Max mine are low. 
The discharge permit limit is 2 
milligrams per litre (mgpl). The 
mine plans to reclaim existing 
waste rock for mine backfill and 
the mill is working at a 95 percent 
recovery rate of metals. 

The Max mine, like most 
mines, uses explosives with 
an ammonium nitrate base, 
and inevitably there is some 
leftover non-combusted material, 
Broughton said. The problem 
can arise of downstream algae 
blooms that negatively affect 
fish breeding habitat. Current 
nitrate levels at the mine tested 
about 4 mgpl at peak, below 
BC Water Quality Guidelines of 
40 mgpl. (In 2009 the standard 
changed to 3 mgpl.) Nitrates need 
to combine with phosphorus to 
produce algae blooms. However 
current phosphorus readings are 
low and the mine is committed 
to managing these levels to 
guidelines. 

The majority of Gerrard 
Rainbow trout spawn near the 
historical townsite of Gerrard 
on Trout Lake which feeds into 
the Lardeau River ecosystem. 
Darryl Davis asked why Roca 
built a tailing pond “right by a 
top spawning creek for Gerrard 
Rainbow trout,” claiming that 
molybdenum toxicity is a hazard 
to the environment. Actually, 
molybdenum has very low levels 
of toxicity according to most 
research. Trout tissue samples are 
regularly taken and analyzed and 
a fish count is done in streams 
below the mine. 
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BUILDING A HEALTHY 
ECONOMY IN THE 
NORTH SLOCAN 

VALLEY
February 4

Silverton Memorial Hall
7 pm

COME VOTE ON PROJECTS 
that were short-listed from feedback from our 

November public meeting, surveys and interviews
Everyone is invited – let’s top the turnout at the 

November meeting!

This is a project of the Healthy 
Housing Society, funded by the 
Columbia Basin Trust

by Jan McMurray
The Forest Practices Board has 

issued its report on the complaint 
received from a group of Slocan Park 
residents about British Columbia 
Timber Sales (BCTS) cutblocks in 
Slocan Park. The complainants, some 
who belong to the Slocan Park CARE 
(Community Action for Responsible 
Ecology) Society, are disappointed 
with the results.

“We are disappointed because 
BCTS and the licencee are meeting 
the legal requirements, but the real 
problem is that the legislation is inferior 
and vague when compared to the old 
Forest Practices Code,” said Kirsten 
Olsen, chair of the Slocan Park CARE 
Society. The Forest Practices Code was 
replaced with the Forest and Range 
Practices Act (FRPA) in 2004.

 “We are happy that the report 
identifies that the Code and FRPA 
are not equal, and that there is less 
protection for the public and more 
for industry now under FRPA, but 
the Forest Practices Board has neither 
the authority nor the will to effect 
meaningful changes to government 
legislation,” asserted Olsen.

Olsen says that she appreciates 
the role of the FPB, but that it became 
apparent to her during this process that 
the board is not really an independent 
watchdog for sound forest practices. 
“I was a bit naïve when I first called 
them – I thought they were more than 
they actually are – it is disappointing,” 
she said.

The  r e s iden t s  were  a l so 
disappointed that five of their concerns 
were not addressed in the report, 
especially the concern that BCTS 
did not consult with the Sinixt First 
Nation, and their assertion that land use 
planning needs to be re-assessed due to 
the effects of climate change.

“It is within their jurisdiction to 
investigate inadequate consultation 
with First Nations, so if they were a 
strong independent organization, they 
would help enforce the duty to consult 
with the Sinixt,” said Olsen. The board 
did not deal with this concern because 
no formal complaint was received from 
the Sinixt. The Sinixt did, however, 
write a letter to the board.

As for the climate change issue, 
the FPB stated there was no need to 
investigate this, as the Ministry of 
Forests was examining how climate 
change may affect forest policy and 
regulation. “By the time current 
provincial government examines how 
climate change may affect forest policy 
and regulation there will be no forests 
left to examine,” Olsen said.

The complainants’ concerns that 
the FPB addressed in the report were 
that BCTS did not consult with them 
effectively; that the logging would 
impact water supply, terrain stability, 
visual quality and fire risk; and that 
the logging operations would not be 
monitored. 

The board found that BCTS met 
the legal requirements for public 
consultation, but that communication 
between BCTS and Slocan Park 
residents was ineffective. The local 
BCTS office, in response to the 
complaint, has decided that it will now 
advertise its operating plans in local 
newspapers, send notification letters 
to nearby water licensees, adjacent 
private landowners and other known 
stakeholders, and post their operating 

Slocan Park residents disappointed with Forest Practices Board report
plan maps on a BCTS website. This 
public referral process will allow for a 
30-day comment period.

Olsen says the group is happy 
about “those minor improvements,” 
but points out that the 30-day comment 
period on operational plans used to 
be required under the Code and is no 
longer required under FRPA. Slocan 
Park residents would like to see these 
more rigorous requirements for public 
consultation back in the legislation. 
Olsen added that the group is waiting 
to see if these new policies of the local 
BCTS office will be meaningful and 
effective. She points out that they were 
not in effect to benefit the residents 
living near the Mt. Sentinel BCTS 
logging operation. “We’ll see if it 
works when Perry Ridge comes up for 
sale,” she commented.

The  FPB found  tha t  the 
assessments done for terrain stability, 
visual quality and hydrology, and the 
recommendations in those reports 
to minimize risks, were reasonable. 
The report points out that licencees 
and BCTS are not required to do 
assessments under FRPA, but they 
are expected to make competent 
stewardship decisions and are 
responsible for the impacts of their 
decisions. The press release issued 
by the FPB about this report states: 
“The investigation also found that 
appropriate assessments were carried 
out and concluded that the likelihood 
of negative impacts to water quality 
and viewscapes, and the likelihood 
of a landslide occurring, are all low.”

Olsen has written to the FPB to 
ask them to re-word this sentence on 
the grounds that it is inaccurate and 
misleading. She says it is inaccurate 
to say the risks are “low” because the 
Terrain Stability Assessment done 
on one of the cutblocks (cutblock 1) 
states that some risks remain moderate 
even after consideration of all the 
recommendations made in the report to 
minimize risk. She says it is misleading 
to say that “appropriate assessments 
were carried out” because a TSA 
was not done on cutblocks 1 and 2 
until after the timber sale had been 
awarded and the public made it clear 
they felt the TSA was necessary. 
Because the post-sale TSA makes 
several recommendations to reduce 
risks, the residents feel that appropriate 

assessments were not carried out in a 
timely fashion.

Even though the report states that 
the licencee has agreed to follow all 
of the recommendations in the post-
sale TSA, the society would like to 
see this in writing, in the form of a 
legal document. “We were hoping the 
FPB would take on the responsibility 
of getting that document in place, but 
they didn’t,” said Olsen. The group 
has made a Freedom of Information 
request to see if such a document exists, 
and if not, to ask that it be drawn up. 
She says the Freedom of Information 
office has passed on the request, but 
does not have the legal authority to 
order that the formal agreement be 
made.

The group has also made an 
inquiry to the Freedom of Information 
office about Ministry of Forests plans 
for the area above the BCTS cutblocks. 
“From reading the reports, we see 
they are relying on the fact that these 
blocks are in the lower drainage areas 
of a much larger watershed, but what 
is the ministry planning for up above 
that?” She says the group has asked 
for that information a couple of times 
but has had no response, so they have 
made a request through FOI and should 
have a response soon, definitely before 
March 1.

Other efforts the society is making 
to ensure responsible logging and 
accountability from the industry 
include working with West Coast 
Environmental Law and with MLA 
Katrine Conroy on the development 
of an NDP policy that supports sound 
forestry practices, including no logging 
in domestic watersheds and a ban on 
raw log exports. Olsen said the group 
would no doubt have public, peaceful 
demonstrations to raise awareness, 
as well.

It is interesting to note that the FPB 
report states that logging in domestic 
watersheds has been a common source 
of complaints, but that the board has 
found the risk to water appears to be 
well managed and quite low.

As far as monitoring the logging 
goes, BCTS has offered to conduct 

joint inspections with Slocan Park 
residents. Both BCTS and the Arrow 
Boundary Forest District will be 
monitoring the work separately, and 
BCTS has made a commitment to 
mitigate any impacts resulting from 
the operation.

The report concludes: “By all 
indications in this investigation, BCTS 
and the licensee are doing the right 

things to minimize the risk of impacts to 
the residents of Slocan Park. However, 
a number of the complainants are still 
very concerned about what might 
happen. Therefore, the Board invites 
the complainants to contact us should 
they see any negative impacts resulting 
from the approved harvesting and road 
building, and we will investigate the 
results on the ground.”
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Notice to Michael 
Ignatieff and 
Jack Layton

If you do not demand that 
parliament be recalled according to 
the parliamentary schedule that was 
in place when the House recessed you 
will be viewed as actually supporting 
the undemocratic prorogue, and you 
will be giving Mr. Harper carte-
blanche to rule by writ and without 
majority consent.

You must approach the Prime 
Minister, the Speaker of the 
House, the Governor General, and 
if necessary the Supreme Court, 
and demand the prorogue be 
overturned. It does not matter if you 
are successful or not. What matters 
is that you be seen by the majority 
of Canadians as having the courage 
of your convictions.

Any other tack will be viewed 
as an attempt by you to use the 
anti-prorogue sentiment for partisan 
political purposes! Hence you will be 
viewed as being no better than Mr. 
Harper and his party!

Mr. Harper is in contempt of 
parliament. You need to thoroughly 
prosecute him for that!

We already know what sort of 
leader Mr. Harper is! We need to 
know what sort of leaders you are.

Act now, or the Canadian people 
will not support you!

Will Webster
Kaslo

Second millenia, 
second decade – 
Jumbo wrap-up

Happy New Year 2020. As the 
first decade of the second millennia 
came to a close, let us remember that 
the major headliners concerned global 
climate change – global warming. That 
weather trend continued, and continues 
to this day.

As the new decade opened we 
found the BC government and the 

Nakusp 
Community 
Radio 

I was happy to read the article on the 
Nakusp Community Radio transfer of 
reins to the Nakusp Music Fest Society. 

Mr Switzer states, “One of the things 
we want to do with the station is really 
make it a local station.” Also he states 
that “CBAL, whose office is based in 
the East Kootenay, agrees it makes more 
sense for someone locally to manage 
the station.”

Let us back this bus up 5-6 years. 
Agreed ... it was a CBAL initiative 

to put a radio station in place in Nakusp. 
The people behind this initiative and the 
people who managed the station were all 
from Nakusp. 

Jennifer Cliff Marks (formerly 
of CBAL) and Alistair Skey were the 
primary contributors and founders of 
the station. They managed to get a 
radio station up and running on less 
than a shoestring and somehow offered 
employment opportunites for many 
of our local youth. 

School District # 10 (Walter 
Posnikoff, Gary Grout and Pattie Adam) 
provided space/construction services and 
above all, moral support. 

The Nakusp and Area Community 
Foundation provided funds to purchase 
the first batch of equipment. 

I just wanted to say thanks to the 
above-mentioned groups. I know how 
much time and effort went in to licensing, 
building and maintaining the radio 
station on volunteer time. 

I wish the Nakusp  Music Fest 
Society all the best and hope they 
continue to sponsor our community and 
youth as the people mentioned above did. 

Stephen Marks 
Nakusp 

School’s ‘no 
touch’ policy does 
not serve the kids

My youngest child graduated from 
high school in 1998, so I am out of the 
loop when it comes to doings in the local 
school system. But I recently found out 
that Nakusp Elementary has become a 
“no-touch school.”

“I beg your pardon?” I had heard it 
right. The school is a no-touch school. 
There is a ban on touching.

No friendly hugs, no hand-holding, 
no high-fiving, no pats on the back. Even 
playing tag is against the rules.

Apparently we need measures to 
deal with bullying and inappropriate 
gropings. But no touch at all?

A zero-tolerance policy?
In the name of any common sense, 

what kind of hyper-sensitized member of 
the psychology industry comes up with 
this nonsense?

Touch is a natural part of life. 
Learning to manage it is a part of 
education, at home or in school.

Children need to learn the difference 
between appropriate touch and 
inappropriate touch.

They need to learn to distinguish 
between a friendly tussle and a vicious 
assault.

They need to learn when an arm 
around their shoulders is OK and when 
it is not.

They need to learn to respect their 
own boundaries and those of others. This 
is a life-long process that will never have 
100% clear rules. All a school can do is 
make a start.

How can they learn to cope with life 
from an unnatural no-touch-ever rule?

I look forward to a vigorous 
discussion on this topic.

Ien van Houten
Nakusp

Beware of 
galvanized 
water pipes

Recently in the Voices from the 
Valleys section I have read about 
concerns for satellite and cell phone 
ionizing radiation and of course the ever 
present issue of legalizing marijuana.

Plastic in water is a hot topic today 
as well.

The many valid health concerns are 
varied and complex to say the least.

However, there is a much greater 
health risk residing in many houses 
throughout BC and very present here 
in our communities – the release of 
contaminants such as lead, cadmium and 
zinc in our household water, leaching 
from galvanized water pipes, especially 
older pipes.

Galvanized pipe is from the mid 
1800s and was used extensively until 40-
50 years ago when it was discovered that 
the leaching had serious health hazards. 
This product and solders containing lead 
were banned in 1998 for use in potable 
water.

Lead is a killer. Lead in foods and 
drinking water has been associated with 
a wide variety of physical and mental 
disorders ranging from impairments to 
basic neurological processes, the gastro-
intestinal system, the blood forming 
process, the reproductive processes 
of both men and women and kidney 
functions. The young and unborn are 
at most risk.

Don’t blame the City water supplier. 
Lead in tap water is rarely due to the 
natural occurrence of the chemical in the 
source waters of our community’s water 
supplies. Galvanized pipe and lead solder 
joints on copper plumbing in residential 
and commercial buildings are the major 
source of lead contamination.

The release of lead from these 
sources is due to the corrosive action of 
water, which dissolves small amounts 
of lead from the plumbing materials. 
The amount of lead dissolved from 
pipes depends on the ‘aggressiveness’ 
or corrosiveness of the water, the 
contact time between the water and the 
plumbing, and the age of the plumbing.

Make no mistake –if a corroded pipe 
is used to transfer drinking or cooking 
water it will inevitably cause serious 
health issues. Leading the list is use of 
galvanized steel water pipe.

So, what can you do about it? First, 
check your house piping and your water 
main. If it is galvanized it is probably 
the original pipe and the same age as 
the building. This is where galvanized 
is most dangerous. The older the pipe 

Which school is 
more important?

School closures are a hot topic right 
now. In School District 20, there are 
differing viewpoints on how City council 
can support area citizens. Although 
some would report that we “hijacked” 
last Monday’s Castlegar City council 
meeting, our questions to council were 
respectful and rational. The public can 
watch the film of that meeting online at 
the City of Castlegar website. 

Neither I nor the other parents 
questioned whether district cuts were 
necessary. I question whether City 

council is working for the community 
that elected them. The City’s mission 
statement states: “The City of Castlegar 
is committed to creating a positive 
environment which encourages 
a sense of community pride and 
provides opportunities for meaningful 
involvement and participation of all 
citizens, community groups and levels 
of government.” Wouldn’t this include 
regular dialogue with the community 
about concerns they may have?

Councillors agree as reported, 
“We’re not going to finger-point and 
rant and rave and bully our way to getting 
what we want.” They say, “It’s tough to 
watch other municipalities participating 
in political bullying.” For the record, I 
would like to know specifically who they 
think is doing the bullying and exactly 
what they consider to be “bullying.”

The City’s mission statement also 
states they are committed to “insuring the 
community’s vibrant future.” Although 
admirable they reported “concern about 
all schools in the district.” I would like 
them to show more interest in Castlegar’s 
schools. Other schools are supported by 
their own City councils.

F i n a l l y,  C o u n c i l l o r  D u f f 
says, “critiquing the SD 20 now is 
premature.” Why is it that March 2, 
2009 (when council received “Planning 
for the Future” document) council 
voiced concern over movement of 
the maintenance yard and possible 
changes of online learning, but not 
school closures or student movements.  

I want council to show more support 
for Castlegar.

Deb Bayoff
Slocan Park

Ktunaxa Nation in confidential meetings 
concerning the spiritual importance, to 
the Ktunaxa people, of the Jumbo Valley. 
At that time the Master Development 
Agreement had not been signed, nor had 
the Jumbo Valley been rezoned Resort 
Municipality.

The above situation continued for 
an unpredicted amount of time as we 
continued to watch those fabulous four 
glaciers – Jumbo, Commander, Farnham 
and the Glacier Dome – rapidly melting, 
shrinking, and yes, turning to slush as the 
years have gone by.

Though strictly off the record, it is 
important to note that various heli-ski 
guides reported early on seeing a change 
in the preferred apparel of skiers. At 
first, recreationalists began wearing tall 
gaiters. A couple of years later it was full 
hip waders. And finally toward the end 
of this decade they have been seeing wet 
suits in designer patterns and colours.

As a result of our acclaimed 
Kootenay Powder  Highway’s 
meltdown, the always clever and 
always opportunistic proponent for the 
Jumbo Glacier Resort and real estate 
development, Oberto Oberti, once again 
altered the image of his proposal. Early 
last year, January 6, 2019, an article in 
a local newspaper disclosed that the 
infamous and atrocious Jumbo Resort 
now plans to open “featuring the world’s 
longest water slide.”

Rowena Eloise, 
for the West Kootenay Coalition 

for Jumbo Wild
Argenta
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continued from page 4
the greater the risk! The best thing 
to consider is having it replaced by a 
professional.

Next, do not rely on water filters, as 
they are over-rated and do not remove 
lead, cadmium or zinc!

Finally, let your friends and family 
know what is safe water to drink and 
what is not.

Paul Perkovich
Silverton

Dear Minister of 
Justice Nicholson

I truly hope you will reconsider 
your research into the dangers of 
marijuana. You are totally missing 
the point, if you think that prohibition 
does or ever has helped people not 
to use drugs. Certainly education is 
the best tool.

There was a letter in our local 
newspaper from a US police officer, 
who said he has never in his 35 years 
as a police officer seen violence or 
crime from use of marijuana alone. 
Usually those issues were from 
alcohol or other drugs.

I am a 59-year-old woman, 
a functioning member of our 
community, a volunteer, and mother 
of two healthy and working adult 
daughters.

I have been smoking marijuana 
since I was 15 years old. It is the 
only substance that can help me 
with my Hep C and myalgia. I have 
tried the other routes, I have tried 
pharmaceutical drugs. I also have 
tried almost every street drug there is 
in my past, and I am an alcoholic in 
remission for 15 years. With the help 
of treatment centres and AA, I have 
been able to eliminate everything 
except marijuana. 

I was put on two different 
pharmaceuticals for two different 
reasons, Interferon, and then Effexor, 
and both drugs have suicidal 
ideation and anxiety and other 
physical symptoms as side effects. 
I experienced every side effect 
possible from both of them, and 
wanted to die. Neither drug worked 
or did anything but make me sick!  
And those are legal.

Alcohol is legal. Now compute 
the number of lives taken because 
of alcohol, and the number of lives 
taken because of marijuana. You 
can’t. Because people do not die 
from smoking marijuana alone. 

I  suspect that the reason 
marijuana is not separated from 
the hard drugs (including alchohol) 
is because it is too lucrative for 
organized crime. How else can they 
trade for the powders and pills? 

I also suspect that politicians 
might be afraid of organized crime. 
They are bad people, and I don’t 
blame you, but someone has to be 
brave enough to do the research on 
marijuana and health, and realize 
that it should be treated the same 
as alcohol. 

If Canada were to legalize hemp 
and marijuana, it would be our 
biggest cash crop, create a million 
jobs, and save our economy and our 
environment.

There are hundreds of videos and 

documentaries about marijuana and 
hemp and none of them derogatory. 
The war on marijuana has to stop, 
you are degrading our country and 
its people!

What is it going to take to get 
through to you politicians  who 
have blinders on, or are you getting 
kickbacks from crime lords? That is 
a harsh question yes, but I can’t think 
of any other reason that you won’t 
make it legal, when it is one of the 
most beneficial plants in the world!

Linda Kelly
Kaslo

Support the 
Rosebery-
Summit Lake 
rail trail

I would like to encourage those 
interested in securing the historic CPR 
corridor between Rosebery and Summit 
Lake as a public recreation trail to 
respond positively to the request for 
comments that appeared on page 2 your 
last issue [and on page 2 of this issue]. 
After two lengthy rounds of public 
consultation over the past 10 years, the 
RDCK board has applied to the Province 
to manage this special area as a regional 
park trail.

The railbed was built from Nakusp 
in the 1890s as the CPR raced against 
the K&S Railway to be the first to reach 
Sandon. Both screeched into the silver 
boomtown in 1895, the K&S two months 
before the CPR. The last tracks were 
pulled up in the 1980s when rail traffic 
dwindled. 

The rail corridor hugs the Slocan 
Lake shoreline from Rosebery to Hills, 
passes above Bonanza Marsh and 
wetlands, and then follows Bonanza 
Creek to Summit Lake. The lake section 
passes by several small, secluded beaches 
and the Bonanza Marsh with great views 
of the Valhallas along the way. The creek 
section runs along the most important 
kokanee spawning habitat in the Slocan 
Lake system, is strewn with historic 
railway artefacts, and features terrific 
mountain and creek scenery. It also 
provides habitat for many mammals and 
birds, including elk and moose, grizzly 
and black bears, cougar and lynx, mule 
and white-tailed deer, beavers. bald 
eagles, great blue herons, great-horned 
owls, pileated woodpeckers, and dippers 
within the creek itself.

The proposed regional park trail 
would connect directly to the Galena 
Trail in Rosebery, but management 
rules for the new section may be 
different. The RDCK board passed 
two resolutions from the first public 
consultations that should contribute to 
good decisions. The first calls for an 
impact assessment of human recreational 
usage on plants, fish, and other animals, 
with recommendations on how to limit 
damage. The second calls for working 
closely with stakeholders on issues 
associated with multi-use.

The recently completed Hills 
Community Recreation Survey shows 
the mix of feelings around use of this trail 
section. The vast majority of reported 
use is non-motorized, and only 23% 
of respondents support motorized-use 
outright while 41% are against it. But 

another 35% support motorized use 
with conditions such as speed/noise 
controls and a locals only policy. The 
survey results reflect a neighbourly 
desire to accommodate one another, 
along with a strong will to retain the 
peace and seclusion the corridor offers 
and to protect the natural habitat it passes 
through. 

The Rosebery-Summit Lake rail 
trail is already widely used by locals, 
and experience with other trails shows 
how popular they can become once 
established and publicized. It’s important 
that management options consider the 
added impacts of increased use. Area H 
Director Walter Popoff has committed 
to seeking community input regarding 
these decisions. 

The first step, though, is securing the 
rail corridor as a public asset. Currently it 
is deteriorating rapidly with beaver and 
other natural activity, and it is at risk of 
becoming fragmented under pressure for 
land development.  So, see the January 
13 issue of the Valley Voice, page 2, (also 
available online at www.valleyvoice.ca) 
[or this issue, page 2] for direction on 
how to voice your support for securing 
and protecting this beautiful and historic 
section of trail long into the future. 
Deadline for comments is February 24. 

Richard Allin
Hills 

Rosebery to 
Summit Lake 
rail trail

It has come to my attention that 
there is a tenure application for the 
section of old CPR rail grade from 
Rosebery to Summit Lake, for the 
purpose of a regional park trail. As I 
do not have a copy of the application, 
I cannot ascertain whether there are to 
be certain exclusions to the use of this 
corridor. If there is to be any exclusions 
of use by any group and/or individual, 
I have some points I would like to 
convey.

It was late 1999 into 2000 when 
I was part of a group dealing with the 
logistics of a fully working, multi-use 
corridor. At that time I was president 
of the Slocan Recreational ATV Dirt 
Bike Society. The process started 
November 15, 2000 at the school in 
New Denver with a large group of 
residents concerned about the future 
of this section of railway grade. This 
project was funded by the Ministry 
of Community Development, and 
headed by Hanne Smith Heintz. 
From this group there was a small 
‘steering group’ formed to come 
up with a workable solution to the 
problems associated with a multi-use 
trail. The group was headed by a paid 
individual, hired by the Ministry of 
Community Development, to collect 
meeting minutes, data gathered by 
group members, and to try to keep the 
group moving in a realistic and positive 
direction. For the most part, the group 
functioned well, keeping in mind that 
there were some very strong viewpoints 
from both sides of the fence.

To begin with, we needed to know, 
without a question, what condition 
the grade was in. I did a detailed map 
with pictures, land marks, and off-sets 
from the log dump in Rosebery to the 

south end of Summit Lake. This gave 
us an opportunity to understand that 
there were some problem areas that 
would need more attention than others 
in order to have the trail be safe for 
any and all forms of recreation users, 
and more specifically, how it could be 
used harmoniously. Once again this led 
to some vigorous and sometimes loud 
debate on how this could be achieved. 
In the end, all information gathered 
ended up with Ms. Heintz, with nothing 
changing. Fast forward…ten years have 
passed and the ground in question was 
used by all forms of recreation users.

My question has to be: why 
would you give consideration to this 
application? Pressure? If so, from 
where? It has always been my opinion 
that as residents and taxpayers of the 
area, we all should have the opportunity 
to share our rural backyard. Also, I have 
always said that the form of recreation 
you choose is no more or less important 
than somone else’s.

Some other questions to consider:
- Since this grade travels through 

the ALR and borders many private 
properties, will there be a system to limit 
the spreading of seeds from noxious 
weeds? I know it happens now, but if 
tenure is granted, who is accepting the 
liability and maintenance of the trail?

- I know the Hills Nordic Ski Club 
uses a snowmobile to pull a cross-
country ski groomer. If this trail is to 
be non-motorized, are they still able to 
do what they need to, in order to keep 
their club moving forward?

- In the Jan. 13, 2010 issue of the 
Valley Voice, there was an article stating 
that a survey from the Hills Recreation 
Society concluded that the majority of 
residents were for joint use. If this is the 
case, why would you choose to change 
the rail grade’s use?

- The community of Hills is the 
most affected. Will there be provisions 
for garbage handling, outhouses, fire 
control, and minimizing intrusions on 
bordering private property?

- Who will pay for ongoing trail 
maintenance? As a rule, ATV and 
snowmobile riders take on some of 
the burden of upkeep as a fun day or 
weekend for continued safe use of the 
area in question.

In closing I would like to see the rail 
grade stay as multi-use. Furthermore, it 
would be great if it could link up with 
the “old wagon road-CPR grade” from 
Kaslo. The Kaslo ATV Club has done 
a great job on the trail from Kaslo to 
Fish Lake on Hwy 31A. We should 
also remember that this is a corridor 
that may, in the future, be a way of 
moving resources, as it was in the past 
(i.e. natural gas, water, etc).

Chris Fox
New Denver

Waiting for BC 
Transit survey 
results

I would like to know if anyone has 
heard any more about the Grand BC 
Transit Plan?

Way back in the fall, so long ago 
I can’t remember the date, I attended a 
public forum on the East Shore to discuss 
our vision of what BC transit should be. 
More than a dozen interested citizens 

braved a particularly dark and rainy night 
to attend the hastily arranged meeting 
despite the lack of official notice, slightly 
more than the community grapevine.

We expressed two particular 
interests. We need, and were assured 
many months ago we would get, some 
form of transportation to a clinic that 
was ‘centralized.’ This is particularly 
important to the community of Riondel, 
where a large number of elderly and 
non-driving patients had been able walk 
to the previous clinic. (Please note the 
transit forum was also ‘centralized,’ 
effectively excluding these interested 
potential riders.) 

The second issue for us is the need 
to coordinate bus schedules with the 
ferry schedule. This would allow us to 
park at the east landing and ride on the 
other side. While an arrangement has 
been made that gets us there, nothing 
yet exists for the return trip. This would 
be an economic boon to the region in 
line with coordinating other commuter 
opportunities.

The lack of planning and preparation 
for the meeting was not an encouraging 
beginning, but officials present listened 
to whoever wanted to speak and 
responded to our concerns. No solutions 
were offered, but there were explanations 
why our needs have not been addressed 
and assurances that our issues would be 
taken into consideration. 

It is comforting to feel you are being 
heard when, for years, letters, petitions, 
and requests sent to BC Transit went 
unanswered and unacknowledged.

Only one promise was made: to 
publish the information acquired through 
the public forums and the surveys.

So ... has anybody heard?
Fran O’Rourke

Riondel

More on 
marijuana

Will Webster (‘War on pot is not 
working,’ Dec. 16) misunderstands 
the purpose of prohibition. Marijuana 
prohibition has never had anything to do 
with public safety; it is all about control. 

Prohibition gives police all the power 
they need to harass the poor, the young, 
people of colour, and people with non-
regulation haircuts. 

Look at countries like the US, where 
the War On Certain Plants has been filling 
jails to bursting. A handful of people are 
getting very wealthy from this policy, and 
it has been a huge success.

Chris Ellis (‘Prohibition of marijuana 
is stupid,’ Jan. 13) is right about 
prohibition being stupid, but the notion 
that anyone anywhere could possibly go 
to jail for using or producing or selling 
any amount of cannabis is absurd and 
insane. Junk food kills many times more 
Canadians each year than all illegal drugs 
combined, and marijuana – which has 
dozens of proven medical applications 
– is yet to kill a single person in all 
of history. Pot should have no greater 
restrictions than alcohol or tobacco: 19 
and over.

As for things like sugar, caffeine, 
‘energy drinks’ and fatty foods – things 
that kill people in droves – they should 
also be classified 19 and over.

Russell Barth
Educators for Sensible Drug Policy

Nepean, Ontario
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

THEATRE FOR THE GOOFY
FAMILY IMPROV WORKSHOP

Saturday, Feb. 13, 1:30 - 4 pm

Silverton Gallery

  • Release YOUR Inner Ham! 
  • Have Fun!

Instructor Norma Kilpatrick, BA, M.Ed.
aka The Grande Dame of Ham

Adults $15, Kids (up to age 16 - 2nd 
and 3rd kid in a family pay only $5 

each) $10, Family of Four $40 

Registration and information 
at 250-358-7198

SLOCAN LAKE 

STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY
PRESENTS

What’s Up With The Slocan 
Lake Shoreline?

As part of the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society’s continuing efforts to gather and share 
scientific information about our lake, we cordially invite you to attend a presentation on the 

following recently completed reports:

Slocan Lake Foreshore Fish and Wildlife Habitat Assessment
&

Slocan Lake Shoreline Management Guidelines
Produced by biologist Luce Paquin of Galena Environmental Ltd. for the Slocan Lake 

Stewardship Society and supported by Fisheries and Oceans Canada, this work has been 
two years in the making.  A representative from Fisheries and Oceans Canada will be on 

hand as a resource person at the presentation.

Come and discover:
The condition of the lakeshore where you live • The various biological segments around the lake 
and what we can do to steward them • The Slocan Lake “Zones of Sensitivity” – areas that need 
special protection • Where development activities should be permitted, and where they shouldn’t 
• Find out more about the overall health of the lake • View detailed, large aerial maps of the lake-

shore • Socialize with others who care about Slocan Lake • Enjoy tasty refreshments (by donation)

Sunday, January 31st, 2 pm • Bosun Hall, New Denver
Donations will be taken at the door to cover the hall rental and support the ongoing work of 
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society.  At this event, you can join the SLSS or renew your 

membership for only $20 per family.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 8 
(KOOTENAY LAKE)

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY MEETING
Monday, February 1st

6:30 P.M.
Winlaw Elementary School
5604 Winlaw Bridge Road

Winlaw, B.C.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss facility 
plans for the Slocan Valley.

More details on the district website at www.sd8.bc.ca

New Denver 
Sustainable 

Community Plan

Notice of Public Meeting
Where: Knox Hall in New Denver

When: 7 pm, Thursday, February 11, 2010 
All people interested in learning about the New 

Denver Sustainable Community Plan being 
developed are invited. We are seeking community 

input and insights into how the final plan will look. 
Anyone interested in completing a survey or who 

has questions can contact the village office at 
250-358-2316 or newdenver@netidea.com

by Jan McMurray
• Council received an email from 

Ralf Waters of WSA Engineering, 
asking if the Village would like the 
firm to apply for a grant for a municipal 
geothermal feasibility study. Waters 
says there is a $10,000 grant available, 

Silverton council, January 19: Grant application to be made for geothermal feasibility study
with a deadline of January 27. The firm 
could do a detailed study for $15,000, 
requiring a $5,000 contribution from the 
Village, or it could do a cursory study 
for $5,000, which would be covered by 
the grant funding. 

Council voted to ask WSA to 
apply for the detailed study, with the 
Village contribution coming out of gas 
tax funds. The Village currently has 
$20,000 in gas tax money, which can 
only be spent on ‘green’ projects. 

Councillor Barber was opposed. He 
wondered if it was necessary to spend 

$5,000 of Village funds on a feasibility 
study when council had not had much 
discussion on the geothermal idea. He 
indicated that he would be happier 
with the cursory study, which would be 
totally paid for with the grant.

Councillor Main, speaking in 
favour, said the detailed study would 
look at the range of possibilities of 
heating one, two, three, four or more 
buildings and/or houses in the Village. 
She pointed out that most Village-owned 
buildings are heated with electricity or 
oil, and the costs are skyrocketing.

• Councillor Johnson has been in 
touch with Highways, and local area 
manager Bruce Lintott and the district 
manager would like to meet with 
council to discuss the ‘wish list’ for the 
main street. CAO Ida will arrange the 
meeting for late February/early March.

During public time, resident and 
Silverton Transport owner Stuart 
Nelson asked if he could attend the 
Highways meeting, as he has several 
issues he would like to discuss. Mayor 
Everett said it would be an open meeting 
and encouraged Nelson to attend.

• A letter from Ron Provan points 
out the very dangerous situation created 
when an attempt was made to fix the 
water/ice pond problem at the north 
end of the highway bridge walkway. 
Council agreed that this trouble spot 
would be on the agenda of the meeting 
with Highways representatives.

• Mayor Everett gave the Public 
Works report. The water pump testing 
is scheduled for February 1, which 
is later than expected because of the 
need to hire a hydrologist. The water 
tower will go up in April, depending 
on the weather. Both the campground 
washroom and arena projects appear to 
be on time and on budget. Workers on 
the washroom project were waiting for 

advice from the plumber and electrician.
Councillor Barber asked if there 

had been a fair, transparent hiring 
process for the plumber and electrician. 
Mayor Everett said he believed so, but 
he could not speak for Public Works 
Foreman Leonard Casley. Casley was 
away on family business, but will 
be attending the upcoming facilities 
meeting.

Barber also wanted to know more 
about some trusses that he heard had 
quite a bit of rot when picked up. No 
one knew about this, but were confident 
that Casley was looking after it.

Barber suggested convening a 
staffing committee meeting to look 
into the resignation of Monika Smutny, 
administrative assistant. CAO Ida said 
she was planning a staffing visioning 
meeting for February 15.

• Mayor Everett reported that he 
had transferred the website over to the 
Village’s own domain, so changes can 
be made internally. He said he and CAO 
Ida had worked together on it, and asked 
councillors and members of the public 
to check it out at www.silverton.ca, and 
to send in comments and ideas.

• CAO Ida reported that there 
would be a Facilities and Recreation 
Committee meeting on January 25, a 
budget meeting on February 1 at 2 pm, 
and an OCP meeting with Ramona 
Mattix of the RDCK on February 8 at 
2 pm. All these meetings are to be held 
in council chambers.

• Councillor Johnson attended 
the January 14 General Affairs 
Committee meeting of the RDCK, 
where Director Hillary Elliott of 
Slocan was elected chair. He attended 
the January 18 AGM of the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce. The 
new board is much the same as last 
year’s: Nikta Boroumand, president; 

Katrine Campbell, vice president; Carol 
Bell, secretary/treasurer; and directors 
Steve Hammond, Bill Roberts, Susan 
Yurychuk and Ross Johnson.

• Council received a report on 
lease and debt payments being made 
by the Village. Equipment being leased 
includes the Ford dump truck ($1,035.27 
per month), the backhoe ($1,026.90 
per month), the big yellow fire truck 
($487.05 per month) and the tractor 
($875.38 per month). They are all 
scheduled to be paid out in 2012. Mayor 
Everett said the backhoe and tractor had 
good life expectancies, but “let’s hope 
the dump truck lasts.” He described the 
fire truck as a “money pit” and explained 
that the fire department does not need 
it. He said he hoped a community like 
Hills or Burton would be interested in 
purchasing it.

Debt payments are being made 
for the breakwater project ($6,754.33 
annually) and the former water project 
($25,978.19 annually). These will both 
be paid out by April 2016.

“This report highlights the 
importance of setting aside reserves so 
we’re ready when we need to replace 
equipment,” commented Mayor Everett.

• Council agreed to hold the next 
two council meetings in the Silverton 
fire hall, as long as the New Denver and 
Area Fire Department agrees. Council 
has had preliminary discussions about 
eventually moving Village offices 
and council chambers to the fire hall 
building, which is a more modern and 
efficient building than the current Village 
hall, and is wheelchair accessible. 
Mayor Everett said that if the move 
did occur sometime in the future, the 
Village hall building would likely be 
turned over to the community, for use 
by groups such as the community club 
and historical society. 

submitted
Calling all goofs, hams and wannabe 

performers. Join the fun and explore 
your creativity at the Silverton Gallery 
for a theatre improvisation workshop 
on Saturday, February 13 from 1:30-4 
pm. Everyone aged 7 - 97 is welcome 
to come discover and strut your stuff.

Instructor Norma Kilpatrick, 
aka the Grande Dame of Ham, will 
lead all comers through a mélange of 
sound, movement, improvisation and 

Theatre improvisation workshop seeking local ‘hams’
characterization activities. Norma is the 
long-time producer of the annual Big 
Lip-Sync Contest at Nelson’s Capitol 
Theatre. She recently has worked 
with students from Brent Kennedy, 
Winlaw and WE Graham Schools, doing 
improvisation workshops and creating 
the play Once Upon a Valley Romp, 
performed last November in Slocan 
Park. Kilpatrick has more than 25 years 
of teaching and professional experience 
and holds Master of Education and 

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre degrees.
The workshop will provide 

opportunities for everyone to move 
in new ways, use their voices freely, 
create characters and skits. Activities 
are fun and easy for all ages and abilities 
so everyone can relax and spark their 
imaginations. Participants will gain 
self-confidence, trust of self and others, 
co-operation and communication skills.

A need for theatre in our community 
has been expressed by many local 
residents. If enough people show interest 
in this event, we hope to offer ongoing 
improvisation and acting workshops 
in the spring, with production of a 
community-based play next fall.

We will need a minimum of 10-15 
participants so please register early to 
avoid cancellation. 

Don’t miss this chance to release 
your inner ham and have a lot of fun. 
Registration and information are 
available immediately at 250-358-7198.  
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
17 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 FAMILY, CUSTODY, SUPPORT
CRIMINAL, DRUGS, DRIVING

Naksup, Kaslo, Nelson, New Denver
Silverton, Castlegar, Rossland, Trail

250-265-4372  1-877-265-4372

NAKUSP HOT 
SPRINGS 

IS FOR SALE!
An extremely rare asset has now been placed on the market 
by the Village of Nakusp.  An established Hot Spring Facility, 
located in the heart of the Kootenays.

The Nakusp Hot Springs encompasses some 145 acres with 
a recently updated hot and warm pool, 30 plus camp sites 
and facilities including the licenses for the source water.  The 
property is listed at $2.9 Million – reflected from a very current 
appraisal.

After February 15th, the facility will be listed with Colliers In-
ternational.

Please visit our web site (Nakusp.com) and click on the picture 
of the Hot Springs for an overview.  A power point is available 
that provides the history of the Springs as well as details of 
the recent upgrade, people count, ownership and financial 
information etc.

For further information, please contact Bob Lafleur, CAO at 
blafleur@nakusp.com or call 250-265-3689

206 Broadway St, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-2226

Winter Clearance Sale

30-60% off
Friday & Saturday

January 29 & 30 Only!

Little 
Mountain,  

your 
community’s 

outdoor 
store for the 
whole family!

by Art Joyce
• Acting Mayor Ulli Meuller said 

the Village’s application for boundary 
expansion study funds was denied. 
“We wanted to know what the costs 
are, what the liability is, and where does 
council think we should go with this?” 
said Mueller. Council voted to table the 
matter pending further information. 

It was reported in the grant update 
that the total funding received by the 
Village was reduced by $10,000 due 
to not obtaining the water meter study 
grant. This project will be deferred to 
next year. The arena renovations are 
mostly completed.

• CAO Bob Lafleur read from a 
report on electronic meetings prepared 
for council by consultant Ken Palmer. 
He concluded that using digital files 
instead of paper council packages “will 
require a significant amount of staff 
time to scan and file,” and that therefore 
the net savings to council would be 

Nakusp council, January 12: Grant for boundary expansion study denied
negligible. Council voted not to proceed 
with electronic meetings. 

• Councillor Leitch reported for 
the Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest that the board has requested a 
waiver of its AGM and a waiver of 
the appointment of an auditor for the 
current financial year of the company. 
Leitch said this is to facilitate a separate 
meeting with council to present its 
annual financial statement. 

• The Village has received posting 
plans and appraisal for Canyon 
Developments. CAO Lafleur will 
forward this information to the 
Integrated Land Management office for 
approval and can proceed with transfer 
of ownership.  

• Permissive tax exemptions and 
repair of the Village parade float was 
deferred to budget discussions, with a 
meeting scheduled February 2.

• Bylaw 614-6, 2009 to amend 
zoning bylaw 614 by providing 

regulations for steel containers was 
given third reading and final adoption, 
pending a public hearing scheduled for 
January 26. 

• CAO Lafleur said he has received 
comments from the Ministry of Healthy 
Living and Sport on council’s proposed 
amendments to smoking and anti-
idling Bylaw 623-2009. The ministry 
has asked council to remove anything 
requiring the provincial government 
to enforce the bylaw since they do not 
have the enforcement officers. The 
Administrator has re-drafted the bylaw 
accordingly. Council voted to defer to 
the next council meeting.  

• Council voted for final adoption 
of Bylaw 479-15, 2009, the sewer rates 
amending bylaw.

• Bylaw 463-13, 2009, water rates 
amending bylaw – the public works 
foreman did not provide info requested 
and has asked for deferment to the 
next meeting. CAO Lafleur said the 

bylaw vote can only be deferred once 
more since rates notices must go out 
in February. 

• Bylaw 496-4, for snow clearance 
received final adoption.

• The first three readings were 
given to Bylaw 625, 2009, to establish 
a heritage commission to complement 
the heritage registry. The mayor will 
appoint four persons from the public 
and one councillor to the commission. 
A heritage registry meeting will be held 
at the courthouse February 18, 5-7 pm.

• The Municipal Security Issuing 
Resolution, to repay the balance 
owing on the loan used to purchase 
the hot springs, was discussed. Interim 
Treasurer Barry McLean advised that 

council apply to the Municipal Finance 
Authority for a $60,900 loan to cover the 
balance and service charges.  

• The old fire hall property has been 
listed for sale at $339,000.  Canadian 
Mountain Holidays (CMH), which 
owns adjacent properties, has right of 
first refusal. 

• Council chamber renovations 
should be completed by January 14. 

submitted
The public is invited to review 

and comment on BC Timbers Sales’ 
operating plan for logging and road-
building in the Arrow timber supply 
area (TSA) and tree farm license 23 until 
March 17. The operating plan provides 
detailed information on proposed logging 
and road construction activities and meets 
requirements as outlined in the approved 
2006-2011 forest stewardship plan for 
the Arrow Boundary forest district.  The 
plan includes information on proposed 
logging in the following areas: West 
Whatshan Lake, Worthington Creek, 
Eagle Creek, Caribou Creek, Halfway 
River, Dog/Quinn Creek, Pete/Swift 
Creek, Little McPhee Creek, Lead Creek, 
Woodchuck Creek and Sheep Creek. 
Interested members of the public can also 
make appointments to view the plan until 
March 17 during regular business hours, 
Monday to Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm, at 
Kootenay Lake Forestry Centre, Nelson 
(call Sean Slimmon at 250-825-1100); 

Comments invited on BCTS logging plan for Arrow TSA
and BC Timber Sales Arrow-Boundary 
Forest District office, Castlegar (call 
Al Skakun or Dan Upward at 250-
365-8600). Maps showing the general 
location of the proposed development can 
be viewed online at www.for.gov.bc.ca/
bcts/areas/TKO/FSP_AB.htm. 

by Cedra Eichenauer
La Cafamore String Quartet 

played the Bonnington in Nakusp on 
Saturday, January 23. Competing with 
an afternoon of brilliant sunshine, the 
quartet drew a small but enthusiastic 
audience – and they put on a shining 
performance. All four musicians live in 
the West Kootenays and are members of 
the Symphony of the Kootenays.

The members of this group skilfully 
play together as one. In their black attire, 
unspeaking, and using minimal motion, 
they let the music do the performing.

La Cafamore puts on shining performance 
The first item on the program was 

Haydn’s String Quartet in D major, Op. 
64 #5 ‘The Lark.’ Josette Laforge played 
first violin. This piece highlighted the 
seamless way the members of this group 
pass along and share the melody, as it 
soars and dips, dances and sings.

The second offering shifted the 
mood: Ravel’s String Quartet in F major. 
Carolyn Cameron took her seat as first 
violin. The tone of this piece moved 
between slow and sombre, and fast and 
hurried, with its passages of smoothly 
executed pizzicato. The intensity of this 

composition was mesmerizing, with 
Jeff Faragher’s cello bringing to mind 
the distant sound of church bells during 
the slower sections. The pizzicato that 
wrapped up the piece left the audience 
breathless and ready for intermission. 
And we weren’t even the ones who’d 
been working.

After the break we heard Dvorak’s 
String Quartet No.10 in E flat major, 
Op.51, echoing the Slavic dance music 
Dvorak had been working with. Both 
Alexis More on viola and Jeff Faragher 
on cello occassionally strummed 
their instruments during this piece, 
providing another contrast in texture. 
The audience was whirled along, visiting 
each instrument as it took up the melody 
and passed it on.

After a short encore, the musicians 
stayed on stage to meet with audience 
members, who were eager to speak with 
them. We hope they will return.

submitted
The Nakusp Public Library and the 

Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy are 
celebrating Family Literacy Day with the 
launch of Books Everywhere. Bins of 
books and magazines will be placed at 
popular spots around town, and everyone 
is invited to read them there or take them 
anywhere and everywhere. The books 
may be returned to any bin, or if they 
travel elsewhere, that’s okay too.

The Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy and the Nakusp Public Library 
invite and encourage readers to read 
everywhere anytime. The participating 
locations are What’s Brewing, Middle 
Earth, Saddle Mountain Medical Clinic, 
the Arena, the Cap site, Community 
Services, and the Esso laundromat. 

For more books, magazines, movies, 

Nakusp Library and CBT launch Books Everywhere project
audio books, free internet access, and 
more check out your Nakusp Public 
Library not only on Family Literacy Day 
but throughout the year. 

The Nakusp Public Library and the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy 
are celebrating Family Literacy Day.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

If you need

FURNACE &/or
STOVE OIL

you can order from us!
Genelle Petroleum

is now a branch of the 
Slocan Valley Co-op

To order, call
250-693-2313

(Genelle)

250-226-7433
(Slocan Park)

NOW AVAILABLE IN

SILVERTON
& NEW DENVER

AND SURROUNDING AREA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

For information on the 
health effects of 

wireless technology, 
visit

www.wiredchild.org

This message 
sponsored by

The 4th Annual Dr. Glue’s Blues Forum is excited to 
partner with the Silverton Gallery and CKCA  to offer 

a night of blues experience, music and understanding 
of fun on Friday, Feb. 5, 8:00 pm to prepare folks and 

preface the 18th Annual Blues Boogie. 

Dr. Glue has invited Canadian blues musicians who are Maple 
Leaf Blues nominees and Canadian Independent Music 

Award nominees to this homey evening, and will welcome the 
Boogie players to join the fun in a blues band extravaganza. 

Blues Brothers Fried Chicken and suitable refreshments will 
be served. A $5 door charge (negotiable) will be applied to 

cover expenses for the guest blues persons. 

This is everyone’s chance to lean and know the secrets and 
advantages of the real blues, and to help support real causes 

around the world, as any profit will be sent to Haiti relief 
through a reputable organization, and to local charities. 

Preview your dancing on Saturday with a relaxed and fulfilling 
Friday evening at the Gallery, with the knowledge that all we 
do to help each other will come back to all in our community. 

Inquiries for musicians who would like to join the band: Dr. Glue 
at 358-7704. For general info: Sue Mistretta at 358:2167. 

As the evening progresses, more music will occur. See you there!

by Michael Dorsey
• Hidden Garden Gallery’s Martha 

Nichols appeared as a delegation to 
speak on the proposed Toru Fujibayashi 
sculpture. Nichols read a statement 
by the artist outlining funding and 
his excitement about the project. 
Fujibayashi, 68 years old, was interned 

New Denver council, January 12: Council supports sculpture project 
and lived in Slocan, and hopes to have 
the statue ready for the Hidden Garden 
Gallery’s 10th Anniversary on July 18, 
2010. Although the final design has 
not been established, Fujibayashi will 
make a model of the statue for approval 
by council and the HGG. The full-size 
statue will be 4’ x 4’ x 3’, and will weigh 
approximately one ton. Fujibayashi and 
another patron will donate the marble, a 
value of $4,000.

Fujibayashi is asking council to 
donate site preparation (to be located 
at the foot of the main street), transport 
of the finished piece from Nakusp, and 
construction of part of the base, which 
may also include marble.

Council moved to support the 
project with work in-kind, transport, 
and base construction.

•  T h e  P h a s e  1  d r a f t  o f 
t h e  I n t e g r a t e d  C o m m u n i t y  
Sustainability Plan is available at the 
Village office. A public meeting will 
be held at Knox Hall on February 11 
to discuss implications. Mayor Wright 
noted that council will have to wait for 

the Spring 2010 provincial budget to 
know whether New Denver will have 
to augment resources for this.

• Rev. George K. Meier wrote 
to council regarding future use of 
the Zion United Church property 
for a Community Food Production 
Demonstration Garden now that 
the church manse building has been 
removed. He queried whether the 
property is zoned for such a use, or 
if a variance or re-zoning would be 
necessary. The matter was referred to 
staff for a response.

• Council discussed the purchase of 
a plaque to commemorate the Nikkei 
Centre’s National Historic Site status, 
and moved to purchase such an item, 
with text to be written in Japanese and 

English. The cost is subject to final 
approval.

• Council approved the donation 
and planting of a tree in  Centennial 
Park in memory of Barry Lamare. Sally 
Lamare will meet with council and staff 
to make the appropriate arrangements.

• Regarding the Hills Recreation 
Society request by Ellen Kinsel for 
additional outside water taps at the rear 
of the new washroom in Centennial 
Park for the Garlic Festival, staff 
reported that Public Works would need 
to investigate, as the sani-dump, two 
septic tanks and a drain field surround 
the building. Staff will return the Public 
Works report to council.

• A request by Loren Oldham was 
approved to rent Knox Hall to the 

Community Gamers’ Club at a group 
rate of $300/year. Oldham will facilitate 
computer gaming regular events for 
local residents.

• The Five Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw Amendment (Bylaw No. 644, 
2009) was adopted.

• The Capital Asset Policy was 
passed with two abstentions. Comments 
included that further consultation with 
the accountant would be necessary on 
some issues.

• A letter was received from Burgin 
Jacobs regarding a footbridge over 
Carpenter Creek. Council noted that this 
item is in the OCP, and staff will inform. 

• Accounts Payable of $86,441.89 
General Revenue and $33,935.37 
Water, were approved.

by Laura J. Craig
• Council adopted an amendment 

to the Official Community Plan that 
creates a Development Permit Area for 
multi-family residential developments in 
Slocan. This means that anyone wanting 
to develop multi-family residential 
units on a property will have to apply 
for a development permit at a fee of 
$200. Development permits are a tool 
commonly used by local governments 
to ensure that new development does not 
have a negative impact on, or be out of 
character with, existing neighbourhoods. 
The developer will be required to include 
detailed plans with the development 
permit application. Development permits 
are granted by council resolution.

• During public participation, one 
resident asked that public participation 
be moved further down on the agenda to 
allow for public questions and comments 
on issues that may arise during the 
council meeting. Council will consider 
this and have a decision for next month’s 
council meeting.

• Another request during public 
participation was for council to consider 
moving the stage from its current 
location at the outdoor skating rink to 
provide more room for children to put 
on their skates. Potential places to move 
the stage were suggested.

• The library survey will be prepared 
by the library committee and sent 
out to village residents with the next 
newsletter. Mayor Perriere suggested 
several different drop boxes be located 
around town to encourage participation.

• An amendment to the Fees and 
Charges bylaw was passed to include 

Slocan council, January 11: Development Permit 
Area created for multi-family residential

the $200 fee for development permit 
applications. This amendment bylaw 
also reduces the number of garbage 
bags per week per household that the 
Village will pick up from two to one. 
The fee remains the same, but covers 
only one bag per week. This change was 
made because tipping fees at the transfer 
station have increased.

• Bylaw Enforcement Policy No. 
2010-001 was adopted. The policy 
outlines that staff will try to get voluntary 
compliance with Village bylaws 
before initiating enforcement action. 
Enforcement action will begin when the 
Village receives two written complaints 
within a six-month period, or when the 
Village becomes aware of a violation 
that could be harmful to the citizens or a 
liability to the Village. Complaint details 
will be given to alleged violators, but the 
complainant’s name will be withheld 

unless required during any ensuing legal 
process.

• Council approved a $750 grant-in-
aid for WE Graham Community Service 
Society to cover operating expenses. 

• Staff was directed to draft a new 
Terms of Reference for the Fitness 
Centre Standing Committee, to be 
considered by council at the next regular 
meeting.

• The Public Works supervisor 
presented his report for January. A new 
part-time employee has been hired to 
help when full-time employees are on 
leave. The new employee is currently 
being trained and “is catching on quick.”

The new septic system installation 
is complete and is providing a functional 
washroom in the Public Works shop.

Changing weather conditions 
this winter has kept the crews busy 
maintaining roads and walkways.

by Jan McMurray
Reports of cougar sightings in the 

area are up this year, and Conservation 
Officer Arnold Deboon reported that 
they had to destroy one cougar in 
Vallican on January 21 after it killed three 
sheep. Deboon said one of the reasons 
sightings are up is that the actual number 
of cougars is up. “Cougars that are in 
places where people encounter them 
are more likely younger ones competing 
for territory, so they are occupying less 
desirable areas for cougars – they are 
being forced into these areas by bigger 
cats,” he said.

The cougar that was killed in 
Vallican was a two-and-a-half-year-old 
male that bore scars and wounds that 
were indicative of a territorial dispute 
with another cougar, reported Deboon.

When asked why the cougar 

Cougar sightings on the rise – one 
cougar destroyed in Slocan Valley

population is up, Deboon answered, 
“We have a healthy population of deer 
and other cougar prey species, so the 
females have more kittens because there 
is adequate food. After two years, when 
they are chased off by the mother, they 
need to find their own territory and the 
best territory is already taken.”

Deboon said there has been more 
than one sighting in the Nakusp area, 
as well.

He asks people to report cougar 
sightings by calling 1-877-952-7277. 
“We don’t respond to all sightings – 
most we don’t – but if we continue 
to get sightings in an area, especially 
around a school or school bus stop, 
we are more inclined to come and deal 
with the cougar. Or if there is predation 
on domestic stock, we usually respond 
quickly to make sure the farmer doesn’t 
lose more stock.”

Deboon said that if you encounter a 
cougar, do not turn your back and run. 
“That makes the person behave like a 
prey species,” he said. It is best to watch 
the cougar and back away from it. “Make 
yourself look large – get a stick and raise 
it above your head and tell the cougar to 
go away,” he advised.

Deboon said cougars hunt at times 
of low light – overnight and in the 
early morning – and they use cover and 
concealment.

“For the most part, cougars are 
not dangerous to humans, but they are 
unpredicatable and there have been 
attacks, so people should be aware and 
cautious.”
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by Art Joyce
The future may not be “so bright 

you gotta wear shades” but in Kaslo 
the community forest isn’t leaving it 
to chance. The public was invited to a 
meeting January 14 with the Kaslo and 
District Community Forest Society 
(KDCFS) to hear four scenarios for the 
future and vote on which one will most 
help directors do long-range planning. 

Steve Anderson introduced the 
meeting by saying, “Why engage in 
long-term planning? The short answer: 
trees take 100 years to grow. The 
consequences and results will show up 
way down the road. We want to improve 
the resource, not deplete it, to leave 
something to our kids and grandkids 
that’s an asset, not a liability.” 

KDCFS directors hired Glorioso, 
Moss and Associates last year 
to sift through political, social and 
environmental factors and draft four 
scenarios that could unfold in the next 
50 years. Based on this, the board will 
formulate a strategy to guide five-year 
forest management strategies, along 
with a monitoring and evaluation 
system. 

Consultants Laurie Moss and 

Kaslo Community Forest holds public vote on long-term vision 
Romella Glorioso had to analyze 
both external and internal strengths 
and weaknesses that could affect 
the community forest. The prime 
factor is climate change and its effects 
on the ability of certain tree species 
to grow, public policy response by 
governments, public response in 
adapting to sustainability, and the 
subsequent effects on the economy as 
well as migration for amenity, economic 
or climate refugees. If the economy 
tanks as a result of decisions made, 
this could affect public will to move 
forward with sustainability, which in 
turn would affect the climate, and so 
on. Even the potential legalization of 
marijuana and its effect on land use is 
factored into the equation. Anderson 
noted that the discussion over carbon 
credits has included the revolutionary 
idea that in the future a community 
forest may be paid to grow rather than 
cut trees. Societal values change – a key 
factor – entails a shift in use of earth’s 
resources without compromising the 
needs of future generations.

The four scenarios are titled A 
- ‘slowly forward,’ B - ‘getting on 
with it,’ C - ‘growing without guilt,’ 

and D - ‘winners and losers.’ For 
example, Scenario A is characterized 
by gradual social change and includes 
increasing unpredictability in weather; 
slow and difficult international response 
to climate change; government and 
industry support of public demands 
for sustainability; global temperature 
increase from 1900 average by 2 
degrees Celsius; weather becomes 
less predictable, storms more violent, 
with less snowpack and earlier runoff 
each year; significant forest fires risk; 
with value of forest products varying 
but generally rising over time and 
value-added products becoming a 
bigger player. This scenario predicts a 
medium change in societal values and 
public policy promoting sustainability, 
a change to clean technology, migration 
for economic opportunities, and a 
medium amount of climate change 
refugees. 

“You are not being asked to choose 
the story you like best,” Anderson 

explained. “You’re being asked which 
one you think we’re moving towards – 
that’s what we want to plan for.”

Each scenario has trade-offs and 
the interactions are extremely complex. 
Scenario B has the highest social values 
change for sustainability and therefore 
the lowest climate change impact 
because of a corresponding move 
toward use of cleaner technologies. The 
highest climate impact is in scenario 
D due to having the lowest social 
values change and unrestrained use 
of fossil fuels. Economic activity and 
performance is highest in scenario C 
due to adoption of cleaner technology 
in the middle of the 50-year time frame.

One audience member commented 
that he sees public policy as 
fundamentally driven by corporate 
interests who fund the political parties, 
making substantial change unlikely or 
slow at best. Mayor Lay said he felt it 
was far easier to achieve sustainability 
at the local level than internationally. 

Another said he thinks public values are 
changing faster than corporations and 
government, so change will be slowed 
despite popular sentiment. Others were 
pessimistic about society’s ability to 
create actions that will have an effect 
quickly enough given the runaway 
effects of climate change.

Sustainability is written into the 
community forest charter so any 
management scenarios chosen will 
still have to be steered toward that end. 
“By choosing (worst case scenario) D 
you’d actually be doing us a favour 
in our management plan because if it 
actually goes that way, we’ll be better 
prepared,” said Anderson.

It was a lot to ask of an audience 
in just two hours. The vote seemed 
to fall almost squarely between the 
optimists and the pessimists, with 12 
voting scenario A, 12 for scenario D 
and only one for scenario C. This means 
the board will now have to create two 
long-term strategies.

submitted
The Nakusp Dinner Theatre 

graces the stage at the Nakusp Arena 
Complex February 12 and 13 for 
the twelfth time. This year’s play is 
Kiss or Make Up, a comedy in three 
acts by Jack Sharkey. Tickets for the 
evening are $35, available at Barton 
Insurance in Nakusp. There will be 
reserved seating.

Sharkey is the author of such 
dramatic works as How Green Was 
My Brownie, Take a Number, Darling, 
Who’s on First, The Creature Creeps, 
Meanwhile Back on the Couch, and 
Your Flake or Mine. Kiss or Make Up 
tells the story of Morgiana Kendrick, 
a successful architect who, for certain 
social reasons, has had an imaginary 
husband and daughter throughout 
her business career. The play unfolds 
with mistaken identities, unexpected 
visitors, unpaid taxes, police 
investigations crossed by Treasury 
Board investigations, more mistaken 
identities, and seemingly star-crossed 
lovers. To confuse matters more, 
crocodile parasites (whatever they 
are) invade the proceedings, and 
a Mickey Mouse Club cap keeps 
appearing and disappearing. The 
goings-on add up to a goofy, wacky, 
and fast-paced comedy.

Members of this year’s cast are 
Chelsey Pike, Anji Jones, Ron Isbell, 
Hillary Bitten, Hans Sparreboom, 
Martin Gibbons, and Misty Crosby-
Bone. Master of ceremonies for the 
evening is Howard Lythgoe. Director 
of the production is Christina Nolan, 
and the assistant to the director is 
Joleyne Moroz.

Good food, good fun, some 
booing at the villains, some hoorays 

Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre to 
perform Kiss or Make Up comedy

for the good guys or gals, and a 
generally festive atmosphere are 
the keynotes of the Nakusp Dinner 
Theatre. And of course a savoury 
three-course dinner. Players are 
members of the local community 
who take to their roles with gusto and 
perhaps even a few ad-libs thrown in 
for good measure. Part of the fun has 
always been the interaction between 
audience and actors. This is serious 
theatre, but seriously fun. 

A 50/50 draw sends several 
people home with a small treasure. 
Before festivities begin, after the play 
has ended, and during intermission 
people can mingle with audience, 
cast and crew. A new feature this year 
will be the availability of specialty 
coffees prepared by the intrepid 
George Harding. In short, Nakusp 
Dinner Theatre, sponsored by the 
local Rotary Club, is an evening to 
celebrate the community. Our goal is 
to foster Nakusp’s talent in a creative, 
lively environment and a welcoming 
venue for our patrons to enjoy. Our 
culinary team work diligently to 
offer our guests an appetizing meal.  
The Nakusp Dinner Theatre’s first 
performance took place on February 
13 in 1999 with the play Murder on 
the Minto. Since then, we have had 
the pleasure of seeing a variety of 
plays in a variety of settings, from 
Song of the Mounties (2001) to Robin 
Hood (2003), Deadwood Dick or The 
Game of Gold (2004), Murder’s in 
the Heir (2005), and Lady Pirates of 
Captain Bree (2008).

Jan McMurray and Dan Nicholson, Valley Voice co-owners

MANY THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS, CONTRIBUTORS, 
READERS AND VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIBERS!

Please consider a voluntary subscription 
again this year

Each voluntary subscription we receive is a welcome show of support for the 
Valley Voice, your independently and locally owned regional community news-

paper. Voluntary subscriptions help to keep us operating, and keep Dan’s 
whiskey fund topped up for those grueling deadline days!

It’s easy to make a voluntary subscription – just send a cheque for any amount 
you would like (suggested $10-$30 per year) to The Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.

250-358-7218 (phone)     valleyvoice@netidea.com

All the best to 
everyone in 2010!
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Tues thru Sat 10 am – 5 pm
phone: 250-353-2245

317-4th, Kaslo, down the street from the Mohawk
website: www.kootenaymountainsports.com

Sales (year round recreation retailer) Skiing, snowshoeing, 
backpacking, bikes, running, triathlon, kayaking

Service (full service bike/ski shop)
Rentals available for anything offered in the store

FREE triathlon/running/cycling clinics to start spring 2010
Kids swim lessons in Kaslo July 2010

Visit the store or check out our website for more info

by Jan McMurray
• Acting Mayor Suzan Hewat 

chaired the meeting.
• The Acting Mayor and Chief 

Administrative Officer were authorized 
to sign a fire services contract for 
2010, with a 5% increase, between the 
municipality and the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay. 

• Council agreed to strike a joint 
committee to make recommendations 
on development of a future fire service 
agreement between Kaslo and the 
Regional District, as suggested by 
Director Andy Shadrack in an email. 
However, council wants to discuss the 
composition of the committee. Shadrack 
had suggested the committee include two 
citizen taxpayers from Area D and two 
citizen taxpayers from Kaslo and a fire 
department representative.

• Council received correspondence 
dated December 14 from the board of 
directors of the Periwinkle Children’s 
Centre, asking that the Village do the 

Kaslo council, January 12: Fire services contract for 2010 finalized
repairs to the building that have already 
been budgeted for. They would like the 
repairs done in January and February, 
while their application for a licence to 
operate full days is being processed. 

Council passed a resolution to 
inform that that repairs to the building 
will be done as scheduling allows. Later 
in the meeting, council agreed to seek a 
contractor for the work at Periwinkle that 
the Village is responsible for.

• Council received a brief update 
on the fuel management project from 
Jeff Mattes of Progressive Forest 
Management Ltd. He offers to provide 
a monthly update, either written or in 
person by forester Charlene Strelaeff. 
Council decided to request updates at 
the Development Services Committee 
meetings.

• Council received a copy of a letter 
from Peter McAllister of Woodlot 494 
in the Back Road area to Curt Nixon of 
the Ministry of Forests. McAllister tells 
Nixon that after attending the December 
8 meeting of the Kaslo Wildfire Interface 
Focus Group, he feels the woodlot is an 
unsuitable area for forest fuel treatment 
programs at this time. He also expresses 
that he is interested in being involved 
with a group that would develop a 
cohesive fuel management plan for 
the whole area rather than focusing on 
one project at a time. “In the absence 
of a legitimate, community minded 
Kaslo interface board, the woodlot 
management has no assurance that the 
proposed treatment areas are a part 
of an organized long term strategy to 
becoming fire smart,” he states. The 
letter was forwarded to the focus group. 

• Kaslo Loggers Sports was given 
approval to proceed with the planning 
of upgrades to the Logger’s Sports area, 
including installing new climbing poles 
and seating along the roadside, servicing 

Find the perfect Valentine’s Day card 
for your sweetheart, along with special 
Chocofellar chocolates (available 
Feb.5) As always, lots of 
unique gift ideas too...

the area with power and hauling in fill to 
prevent future flooding. The committee 
would like the area to be used for other 
functions, as well. Council will also 
provide a letter of support.

• Columbia Basin Trust has 
confirmed a $400 grant for the 
Heritage Week Tea. Councillor Cormie 
acknowledged the efforts of City Hall 
Conservation Committee member Mary 
Linn in obtaining the grant.

• Notes from a meeting of building 
contractors working on the City Hall 
project held December 8 were received, 
along with minutes of the January 4 City 
Hall Conservation Committee meeting. 
The library has had flooding from the 
front entrance and the back – digging 
from geothermal work is likely the cause 
of the back end flooding. Council moved 
that the basement flooding issues be 
investigated and permanently rectified.

• A tender for the City Hall sprinkler 
alarm system for $24,150 was accepted 
from Rogan Electric. Councillor Cormie 
excused herself due to conflict of interest 
for this item.

•  The  Vi l l age  wi l l  app ly 
for Community Development Job 
Opportunities Trust funding for the 
maximum amount of $250,000 prior to 
the deadline of January 22, 2010 for the 

City Hall Conservation project.
Councillor Cormie recognized the 

efforts being made by Deputy Clerk 
Hughes to complete grant funding 
applications on time to Parks Canada 
for its second funding intake, and to the 
Job Opportunity Program, which funds 
displaced forest workers to work on 
heritage buildings.

• Council plans to have a single-
purpose meeting of the Municipal 
Services Committee in February with 
delegations from the Ministry of Forests 
(Kootenay Lake District office) and the 
Kaslo & District Community Forest 
Society.

• Council received a report on the 
Kaslo Affordable Housing Strategy 
from North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society. Staff was directed to 
contact the society with outstanding 
questions on the housing survey.

• Council received Councillor 
Frary’s written resignation from the 
Regional Climate Change Committee, 
dated December 28. 

• Resident Paul Woolgar sent in an 
email to express, among other things, 
disagreement with allowing storage of 
the Jazz Fest floating stage in the bay. 
This was referred to the Municipal 
Services Committee.

• A request for $2,500 for the North 
Kootenay Lake Bear Smart Program was 
referred to 2010 budget deliberations. 
The Village has provided $2,500 
annually to the program since 2005.

• Council received an update on 
remedial works done on unstable land 
above Whitewater Creek. The earth 
movement at this site has been causing 
sediment to enter Whitewater Creek and 
the Kaslo River, Kaslo’s back-up water 
supply. Alan Davidson of the Ministry of 
Environment explains that in November, 
drainage ditches previously installed 
were re-established, and more ditches 
were created. “Given the complexity of 
the problem and the expense of further 
underground tests or drilling, other 
methods of remediation are deemed 
impractical at this point and the works 
implemented represent the only practical 
human solution at this juncture. All 
that can be done to prevent sediment 
delivery to the Kaslo River from this 
site, therefore has been undertaken. The 
site will continue to be monitored by 
both Retallack Resort and the Ministry 
of Environment until stabilization of the 
site has become apparent,” he states in 
his correspondence.

Council will thank Davidson for 
keeping them informed. 

by Art Joyce
Outdoor sports enthusiasts in 

the Kaslo area have a new outlet for 
their four seasons recreational needs. 
Kootenay Mountain Sports opened 
December 1 on Fourth Street.

Shon Neufeld and Janis Lampimaki 
are the owners and are looking forward 
to doing business in their new home. 

Neufeld has worked in sports retail 
doing “pretty much everything from 
hockey to bikes and backpacking,” but 

Kootenay Mountain Sports opens Kaslo store
says the store is a “brand new adventure” 
for the couple. Winter sports equipment 
featured will include cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, and alpine skis 
(downhill), with rentals and service 
available for everything sold in the store.

Lampimaki is an elite level racer in 
swimming, triathlon, and cross-country 
skiing, and has her BPE (Bachelor of 
Physical Education) degree. She plans 
to mentor clients through running, 
cycling, swimming and cross-country 

skiing clinics.
Kootenay Mountain Sports will 

feature a full line of accessories for 
each sport, including a complete line 
of clothing. Neufeld will also network 
customers with local tour operators 
and cross-country ski lessons will be 
offered. He has no plans to get into the 
hockey market and refers customers to 
Gerick’s in Trail. For summer sports 
the store will feature bikes (mountain 
and road), backpacking and hiking 
equipment, running equipment, and 
bicycle servicing. “There is a skatepark 
here so we’ll most likely do BMX as 
well,” says Neufeld. “Someone in town 
is already doing skateboards so we’ll do 
the other half.” 

Product lines featured at the store 
will include Sugoi products for both 
summer and winter, as well as GV 
snowhoes, Fisher Swix for skis, clothing 
and wax, Sapana handmade wool 
clothing, and Backcountry Access 
(BCA). 

Shon and Janis moved to Kaslo in 
August from Fruitvale. Shon came to 
Kaslo several times a year for mountain 
biking. “The terrain is great and I love 
the community too, the people are 
so friendly. Janis loves it for the road 
cycling and the kids came here for violin 
lessons. We were just supposed to be 
here, and now I don’t have to drive so 
much.” For product information visit 
www.kootenaymountainsports.com.  Janis Lampimaki and Shon Neufeld are the owners of Kootenay Mountain Sports in Kaslo.

submitted by Val Koenig
The Kaslo Trailblazers completed 

another active year in 2009 with 93 
individuals contributing 733 volunteer 
hours to further enhance the Kaslo 
River Trail. The group participated 
in the North Kootenay Lake Salon of 
the Arts, Festival in the Forest, May 
Days, Farmers Market and Christmas 
Fair. The Trailblazers also sponsored a 
Variety Show with 81 prizes, the David 
Thompson Voyageur Brigade DVD 
presentation, invasive weed pulling days 
and our second winter solstice event.

The Welcome to Kaslo kiosks on 
the approach to the village from New 

Kaslo Trailblazers report on 2009 year
Denver and Nelson were completed. 
On the trail, some of the work parties 
saw the completion of the guard rails 
and steps from the highway down to 
the bridge. Approximately 300 concrete 
blocks were made for a retaining wall 
and the trail was gravelled through the 
horsetail area. Fifty more donated trees 
were planted and the hillside trail on 
the south side of the river was widened. 

Various work parties, still held every 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
from 9 am to noon, were devoted to 
other smaller projects to make the trail 
even more enjoyable. Some of our 
members also took the initiative to clear 

the MacBeth icefield trail and complete 
the Mt. Loki traverse trail. 

In 2010 the group’s focus will 
be the proposed suspension bridge 
and completion of the Lakeside Trail, 
including the sidewalk on Water Street 
which is a joint project with the Village 
of Kaslo. Part of this project includes 
installing six or more polished concrete 
benches. These will be available for 
sponsorshop at $1,500 each and will 
include a brass plaque measuring 
about eight by three inches with raised 
lettering. 

For more information or to volunteer 
please call Val Koenig at 250-353-2168. 
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Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!
1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

Financial
Forum

with Debbie
Pereversoff

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 per year 

Skiing the hills 
at Hills

The main purpose of my columns 
is to inspire people to get outdoors and 
to enjoy some of the experiences that 
our Kootenay landscape can provide. I 
strive to find places that are attainable 
to folks of most ages and abilities and 
that are fairly easily reached. There’s 
a roadside pocket of terrain between 
Nakusp and Hills that meets these 
ideals.

For the purposes of skiing, it’s 
helpful to be away from the big lakes 
and at higher elevations to have better 
snow conditions. There’s a stretch of 
power line right-of-way alongside 

Highway 6 exactly halfway between 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes at the summit 
of the highway route near the ski hill 
and old rail trail. From this point it’s 
24 kilometres to either Nakusp or 
New Denver and you park on the road 
shoulder midway between these two 
signs. 

Although this 3.5-kilometre 
ski route meets the highway in four 
locations, it’s safe only in one spot to 
park, unload, wax up, etc. This is an 
open straight section of highway and 
traffic speeds are around 90 km/h so be 
alert. Look for the small south-facing 
sign saying ‘Hot Springs Tour’ scenic 
loop and pull off to the shoulder as best 
you can as there are no plowed pullouts 
anywhere nearby. Watch your kids, 
leash the dog, and be aware.

So right from beside the hot springs 
sign you ski up a connector and in 50 
metres you are on the well maintained, 
open and quite wide access road that 
crews use to service the power line and 

where people cut the odd Christmas tree 
as well. The road winds south for about 
a kilometre to where the poles drop 
below the highway and this is an easy 
section to zip out and back. Going north 
the road rolls over more hills and dales 
for maybe 2.5 kilometres and stops at 
a bank above the highway where that 
big mud torrent came down a couple 
of years ago.

The route is very easy to follow 
and is beginner terrain with a couple 
steeper pitches as well. Despite the 
massive recent thaw and running 
water everywhere the snowpack here 
is solid and only a few minor seepages 
have caused bare spots that would not 
exist with the usual snow and weather 
conditions. The adjacent forest is open 
and the right-of-way itself wide enough 
to offer plenty of room to manoeuvre 
and the views of Summit Ridge and the 
peaks of big Sister and rugged Peak are 
fantastic. Most of the time you are away 
from and above the highway so you see 

a great deal over the treetops that’s not 
apparent from a car. 

But I really like the fact that the 
route and the ski tracks you make 
are visible to passing motorists. The 
best way to promote a sport is to have 
it where people can see it, whether 
it’s a ski trail, ski hill, skatepark or a 
soccer field. Some great ski places like 
Nakusp’s Wensley Ski Trails, Sandon’s 
K&S Rail Trail and Hills Rail Trail are 
not as evident to the casual passerby. 

In terms of exposure, this whole ski 
or snowshoe location is on the sunny 
side of the valley and up just enough 
to get great sunshine and warmth on 
cold crisp days. The main valley here 
runs sort of southeast to northwest 
and would be bright most of the day. 
Because of the open and somewhat 
groomed nature of power line corridors 
there are no big shade trees here to 
prevent snow coverage and the bigger 
water holes have culverts. 

I’ve always preferred the idea of 

piggybacking on existing features that 
lend themselves to unintended activities 
like seasonal skiing. If I can drive up a 
plowed road or else ski on an unplowed 
one I’m always pretty happy and smug 
about it. This area could also be okay 
as a loop bicycle ride or running route 
in summer with a loop length of seven 
kilometres plus elevation gain.

This is a perfect little pocket of 
recreational endeavour. Roadside 
access, good entry point, fine southwest 
exposure, good elevation, stunning 
views and some hills to enjoy too. 
This is public land with no silly private 
owner disputes and is even kept open 
by BC Hydro. But I’d like to do a bit 
of fine-tuning in a couple of spots over 
the summer. Definitely try it out when 
time and snow allow or at least look it 
over closely next time you zoom past. 

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and seems 
to look around an awful lot when he’s 
driving. 250-358-2133. 

A lot has 
happened since 
Y2K

It’s hard to believe that we have 
started a new decade!  Has it really 
been ten years since New Years Eve 
1999 when we partied it up to bring in 
the new millennium? There is no reason 
why our thinking should be bound 
by the calendar – but, as investors, 
it’s instructive in this case to do a 
comparison between the starting points 
of the last and next decades.

A lot has happened since Y2K. 
The United States went from being an 
irresistible economic force to a basket 
case. And how about Britney Spears 
– she started the decade at the top of 

the charts and finished it by making a 
comeback at age 28. 

Ten years ago, Canadians were 
generally happy with their portfolios 
and enjoyed being investors. Today, 
individuals and pension plans are 
behind where they need to be and are 
shell-shocked. They’ve been through 
two tough bear markets in 10 years 
and I’m sure many have considered 
that the mattress is now looking like a 
good option!

In 1999, asset allocation was all 
about the US stock markets south of the 
border and how they smoked our TSX 
throughout the 1990s. Most investors 
were questioning how much money, if 
any, they should invest in Canada. In 
2009, the roles were reversed. Canada 
was the golden girl, having beaten the 
US in eight of the last 10 years. Now, 
investors see little reason to place 
money outside of Canada.

As for stocks, it was all about 
science and technology, media 
and telecom a decade ago.  Nortel 

accounted for a third of the TSX’s 
value and investors were certain the 
‘new economy’ was the future. Today 
investors also have a strong view, but 
it’s directed at commodities. With 
increasing demand from China, India 
and the developing world – and a secure 
supply harder to come by – stuff that 
comes out of the ground is where it’s at.

Interestingly, technology lived up 
to its promise (maybe even exceeded 
it) but the science and technology stocks 
did miserably. In hindsight, investors 
placed too high a premium on potential 
growth and anything to do with the 
internet.

Back in 2000, growth managers 
were the stars of the day while value 
managers were hanging on by their 
fingernails (should I buy Nortel?). Of 
course, their fortunes reversed shortly 
after the technology bubble burst.

There have been other profound 
changes in the asset management 
business. Over the 10 years, most of 
the assets are now concentrated in the 

hands of a few mega firms – the banks, 
the insurance-based conglomerates such 
as Power Financial and Manulife, and a 
small number of independents such as 
CI Funds and Fidelity. The banks went 
from being middling players in 1999 to 
dominant asset managers today.

Some of the growth came from 
acquisition, which served to hollow 
out the industry’s middle tier. Important 
independent firms disappeared from 
the wealth management landscape 
including AIC, Altamira, Bissett, 
Clarington, Mackenzie, PH&N, Saxon, 
Talvest and many others. 

On the product front, mutual funds 
were still pre-eminent in 1999. There 
was a wave of new offerings in the 
late 90s, including specialty funds 
that tapped into the new economy and 
‘clone’ funds that allowed investors to 
get more foreign content into registered 
accounts. Meanwhile, discount brokers 
couldn’t hire staff fast enough to handle 
all the trading activity and new account 
openings.

As we head into the new decade, 
we can learn some lessons from the old 
one. Even when we’re right about our 
view of the world and no matter how 
confident we are about something, we 
still need to be diversified.

And when we look back with 2020 
hindsight in 10 years, the decade past 
will have been led by different forces 
and industries than the previous one. It’s 
a pattern that continues to repeat itself 
time and again.  Embrace change.  Seek 
advice.  Remember – it was the turtle 
that won the race!

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CSA is 
a financial planner with her company 
The Affolter Financial Group Inc., 
in Castlegar and Assante Financial 
Management.

by Art Joyce
The Velvet Underground in 

Nelson is sure to be buzzing January 
30 with the official launch party of 
the winter 2010 issue of Horsefly 
Literary Magazine, an impressive 
collection of contemporary literature 
and visual art from the Kootenays. 
Two New Denver writers, Don Law 
and Sean Arthur Joyce, have writing 
and illustrations published in the 
magazine. The Velvet Underground 
arts and culture club is located at 646 
Baker Street (below the Dollar Store).

Hosted by local literary legend 
and Horsefly featured writer Timothy 
Shay, the launch event will feature 
readings by Horsefly contributors as 
well as live music, with great food and 
beverages available from The Velvet 
Underground kitchen. 

The magazine is produced by 
volunteers and showcases some 
of the best original writing in the 
region. Featuring cover art by Nelson 
artist Brynn Stevenson, the new 
issue of Horsefly sees the addition 
of visual art from the Kootenays and 
beyond. New to Horsefly this year 
is the featured writer section and a 
memorial to editor Richard Carver, 
who passed away shortly after work 
on this issue began. Along with 

Horsefly Literary Magazine launches winter 2010 issue
his significant contributions to the 
magazine, Carver was a mainstay in 
the local arts community and many 
other community organizations. 

“I’m incredibly pleased with 
how this year’s issue of Horsefly 
turned out,” says Horsefly editor and 
designer, Colin Payne. “It couldn’t 
have happened without Richard 
Carver’s hard work to secure a grant 
from the Nelson and District Credit 
Union that paid off the printing 
costs. And, of course, all the great 
submissions we got from so many 
talented local writers and artists.” 

The writing in Horsefly inevitably 
reflects the breathtaking Kootenay 
landscape we sometimes take for 
granted. In the poem Sky Series, 
Margaret Hornby writes of living on 
a mountain “where trees are sketched 
faultlessly on the sky.” In A Breath and 
A Heartbeat, poet Caleb Moss reminds 
us that our very breath comes from the 
land, “where the orange and red fire 
hues of Fall translate / in such sudden 
ruthless shifts, equinox transitions…” 
Within this landscape we play out 
our dramas, as Dennis Foley writes: 
“The language of the river / holds all 
these broken promises…” Jane Byers 
writes of our uneasy relationships 
with each other, and with the natural 

world, in Solstices, “these two days a 
year we toy with harmony.” Featured 
poet Timothy Shay has a finely 
honed knack for sketching social 
fragmentation side by side with 
glimpses of transcendence. “And 
while the world ended / all danced and 
danced again, / some sang like dirty 
angels / in a choir of the pained…” 
Yet as the late Richard Carver writes: 
“Death may be around the corner / 
but life never stops.” These are only 
a few of the many talented writers in 
this issue.

This year’s edition of Horsefly was 
printed locally on 100 percent recycled 
paper by Hall Printing, supporting a 
local business and reducing carbon 
output. Horsefly is available at Otter 
Books and Stuart’s News in Nelson; 
Mountainberry Foods, New Denver; 

and Jennie’s Garden, Winlaw. Half the 
proceeds from sales of Horsefly will 
benefit the Nelson Food Cupboard, 
while the other half will contribute to 
the sustainability of the publication.

Admission to the all-ages launch 
event is $5 and copies of Horsefly 
will be available for purchase for the 
reduced price of $10 for those who pay 
the cost of admission. Doors open at 
7:00 and entertainment starts at 7:30.

For more information, contact 
Colin Payne at horseflymagazine@
gmail.com or 250-551-3174.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours: 

Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Meat Cutting

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations, 
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Customized cabinet solutions 
for the entire home: kitchen, 

bath and storage!
Free estimates and design 

consultation
Box 417 - New Denver  

250-358-2344

Quality 
design and 

local 
construction

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177	 Silverton & Winlaw

HEALTH

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Announcements
LUCERNE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
available by email. If you’d like to sign up 
to receive the newsletter by email, call the 
school at 358-7222.

Automotive
FREE 1976 FORD ECONOLINE VAN 
– Runs. Needs some work and upgrades. 
358-2655.

Business Opportunities
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

Call for nominations
Rotary Club of Nakusp is looking 
for submissions to nominate the 2009 
Citizens of the year in Nakusp and area. 
Nominations seek a person of any age who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the 
community. This may include our youth, 
couples or individuals. Please include in 
your nomination as much supporting data 
as possible. Deadline Friday March 12, 
2010. Please mail nominations to: Citizen 
of the Year Award Committee, Rotary Club 
of Nakusp and Area, PO Box 62, Nakusp, 
BC, V0G 1R0. For more information please 
call 265-3373.

Career Opportunity
Early Childhood Educator 
Wanted. Work in scenic New Denver 
with competitive wage rates. If you are 
passionate about working with children 
in a creative and supportive environment, 
please send resume and cover letter to 
SLELSBoard@gmail.com, or SLELS, Box 
466 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Coming events
The ALFA Guild Gallery will be 
holding their AGM Sun., Feb. 7 at 1pm 
at the Archives Building, 92 7th Ave., 
beside the Hydro offices. All members are 
encouraged to attend and anyone from the 
gereneral public who is interested in art and 
promoting local artist, please accept this as 
your invite to get involved. Any questions 
please call 250 265 4996 Denyse.
18th ANNUAL WINTER BLUES 
BOOGIE is happening! Sat., Feb. 6, 
Silverton Hall, 9 pm. No minors. Advance 
tickets only, $15: Nelson, Kaslo, Nakusp, 
Slocan Valley.
CAJUN CUISINE at THE CUP AND 
SAUCER, Silverton. Sat. Feb. 6, 5-9 pm. 
Hosted by Christopher & Anastasia Love 
~ 3 course meal of Gumbo w/cornbread, 
Jambalaya ( meat or veg ) & Key Lime 
Pie. $20 (Cash Only). Reservations by Feb 
4. 250-358-2267 or thecupandsaucer@
gmail.com. The Cup will  stay open after 
dinner for yummy sweets & eats/coffees & 
teas until midnite!
Live Music @ The Cup and 
Saucer Cafe, Silverton. Touring artist 
Emma Cook will be performing Friday 29th 
January. 7 pm. Check her out on MySpace. 
Call 250-358-2267 for more info.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY AGM 
Thurs., Feb. 18, 2 pm, at the gallery: 
803 Kildare St., New Denver. Everyone 
welcome. Hear what we’ve been doing, tell 
us what you’d like to see this year. More 
info: Anne 358-2666.
BINOCULAR STAR PARTY, Saturday, 
February 13, 7 pm at Hidden Garden 
Gallery. Cloudy skies may postpone 
viewing to February 14. Call 358-2898 
for update.

Feb 1st Celebrate Your Child’s 
Development: fun activities for 
children 0-6, and individual play-based 
sessions for parent/child with a trained 
consultant to learn more about your child’s 
stage of development. Drop in to the 
Winlaw School Strong Start room from 
10:00-2:00 for arts, stories, and more; talk 
with the public health nurse, and  browse 
the displays. Book early for the individual 
sessions, as space is limited. Phone 
Penny 250-226-7605 for appointment or 
info. Hosted by the Slocan Valley Early 
Childhood Community Advisory Council.
SLOCAN VALLEY RAIL TRAIL FULL 
MOON SKI – The ski has been postponed 
until Sat., Feb. 27. Let’s hope for snow! 
1-888-683-SVRT.
STEW/CHILI NIGHT, Sat., Feb. 6 at the 
Burton Hall. Serving 5-7 pm. Adults $10; 
6-12 $6. Children under 6 free. Sponsored 
by the Burton Senior Citizens.
THE HILLS NORDIC SKI CLUB is 
hosting a 2nd annual Ski Party Day on Feb. 
20 and skiers from all corners are welcome 
to attend. Bring skis, kids, food and sunshine 
on fresh snow. Location is 113 Reibin Rd. 
in Hills. Events start at 11 am. 358-2660.
VALENTINE’S DAY PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST at the Slocan Legion Hall, 
502 Harold St., Slocan. Sun., Feb. 14, 2010, 
8:30 am to 12 noon. Cost $8; Children 6 & 
under $4.50. Everyone Welcome.
DRUMS FOR HAITI BENEFIT with 
Soundserious. Finley’s Irish Bar & Grill in 
Nelson (705 Vernon St.). January 28, 9:00 
pm to midnight. $5 minimum donation at 
door. Accepting donations for silent auction. 
All proceeds go to Haiti Arise, the charitable 
organization Mt. Sentinel students worked 
with. Call Carol 250-551-7236.

Education
CLAY CLASSES have started again at 
Artel Studios in New Denver. Drop-in 
Mondays 1:30-4:30. For info, 250-358-
2689.

For rent
LARGE 3 BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available immediately. 
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.
NEW HOUSE FOR RENT in New 
Denver. 3 bdr, 2 bath. 5 appliances. Close 
to lake and school. Electric heat. Vaulted 
ceilings. 2 car garage. $800 plus util. 
References required. Available February 
1. 250-358-2128.
SUITE FOR RENT one mile from Nakusp 
on acreage, three bedrooms, appliances, 
available January 1. $750. 250-860-0736; 
250-265-4914.
SPACIOUS TWO-BEDROOM SUITE 
with lake view in Silverton on main floor 
of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, one 
minute to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent 
woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo. 
N/S, N/P. Available March 1st. Call Ernst 
Gerwig, 1-403-762-5150 or 1-250-358-
2283.

For sale
SHIMPO POTTERS WHEEL  – 
Extruder, Ohaus scale triple beam, Banding 
wheel. Assortment of tools and accessories. 
Bought used, but never used by seller Take 
all for $2000. 250-265-3553 or sister02@
telus.net.
FOR SALE: 2005 385 Husqvarna like 
new, $500 firm. Wanted: used Honda 
quad, Forman (preferred) or other. Phone 
250-355-2375.

SEAGATE FREEAGENT 500 GB 
external hard drive; never used and still in 
box. This was a replacement on warranty 
rather than repair the old one. $50 (new 
ones range in price up to about $140). LG 
19-inch flat screen LCD computer monitor 
1440 X 900 resolution; used one year; in 
original box. Excellent quality. $75 (new 
about $150). Call Art at 250-358-2666. 

Health
YOGA AT THE DOMES - The flow of 
life begins within. Open to all levels all 
the time. MONDAY & SATURDAY 
MORNINGS - 9-10:30 am FLOW CLASS; 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30-5:00 
pm RESTORATIVE CLASS - A time to 
slow down and deeply rejuvenate through 
simple postures, to open up to the breath and 
restore the body, mind and spirit.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.

Lost
H E A RT  S H A P E D  D I A M O N D 
PENDANT with gold chain lost after 
January 9, 2010. If found, please call Kathy 
at 358-7186.

Notices
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.
THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER 
is developing its Sustainable Community 
Plan. Please contact the Village office with 
your ideas: 250-358-2316 or newdenver@
netidea.com.
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Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOURS
      8 am - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave.	 Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNakusp 	 265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk Realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
Barton 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
insurance 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

New Denver  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

Silverton

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

	 Passmore
	 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Silverton, BC
Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00

Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,

Cookies and coffee
358-2267

The 
Cup and 
Saucer 
Café

Obituaries

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MADELINE ROBSON 1924-2010

Madeline left us on Saturday, January 
16. Since April 2008 she had been a resident 
of the Pavilion, an exceptionally wonderful 
long-term care centre in New Denver, BC. 
The family would like to commend the 
staff, nurses and doctors for their kind, 
affectionate and professional care giving.

Madeline was born in Indian Head, 
Saskatchewan into the vibrant Glass family. 
She had four brothers and three sisters. After 
the early death of her father, her mother 
raised them on her own in a small house 
by the creek on the edge of town. Madeline 
often returned there, in fact and in memory.

She marr ied Don Robson on 
December 2, 1948 in the Anglican church 
in Indian Head. They lived in Weyburn, 
Saskatchewan for three years and then 
moved to Calgary, where they raised their 
family and Don worked for the Alberta 
telephone company. Madeline kept house, 
cooked, sewed, knitted, crocheted and 
gardened. The Robsons loved living in this 
thriving city between the mountains and the 
prairies. Singing filled the house and birds 
filled the trees and feeders. Madeline and 

Don took the family out into the country 
whenever they could to camp or just for a 
Sunday drive.

Madeline will be sadly missed by her 
two remaining sisters Betty (Gus) Pachal 
and Alma (Hank) Pachal, her daughters 
Donna Jean (Gary) Wright and Joanne 
(Bill) Horkoff and grandchildren Tristan 
Monnastes, Jolene (Kent) Kirton and 
Fraser Milne. Her son Ted predeceased 
her in 1977.

A private burial took place in the New 
Denver cemetery on January 19. The ashes 
of her beloved husband were buried with 
her. The family thanks Reverend Therese 
DesCamp for leading the moving committal 
service.

ONO – Hideyasu Ono (always known as 
Hide), beloved husband of Marie Ono of 
Brooks, Alberta, passed away peacefully in 
Brooks on his 55th Wedding Anniversary 
on January 22nd, 2010 at 92 years of age. 
Born in Vancouver, BC, on November 3, 
1917 Hide received his early education 
there. He also attended BCIT for two years 
before working in the logging industry in 
New Denver, BC with his brother Keishi. 
He married Marie Nakamura on January 22, 
1955 in New Denver and resided there for 
two years before moving to Brooks, where 
they have since resided. Hide returned to 

complete his post secondary schooling 
at SAIT in Calgary, Alberta, where he 
received his Mechanic’s Certificate in 
1960. Hide worked at the Highway Shell 
Service Station, Modern Auto and later the 
Centennial Garage in Duchess, Alberta. 
He will be remembered for his kindness, 
always being available to help his family 
and for his good nature. Hide loved his 
family, camping, fishing and tinkering. He 
was predeceased by seven siblings. Hide 
is survived by his loving wife Marie of 
Brooks; sister Betty Iwanaka of Vancouver; 
daughter Vivian Smith and her husband 
Terry of Blackfalds, Alberta; granddaughter 
Amy Marie Leslie and her fiancé Cory 
Dobbin of Red Deer and numerous other 
family members in Alberta and BC. A 
close family gathering has already occurred 
in Brooks and another family gathering 
will take place at a later date in BC. 
The arrangements are in care of SMITH 
FUNERAL HOME, BROOKS, ALBERTA 
- Telephone Toll Free (866) 362-4652.

Personal
SINGLE CAUCASIAN MALE, 54. 
Honest, physically fit, non-smoker, drug 
free, light drinker. Loves the outdoors, 
motorcycling and working on my house. 
Looking for intelligent, physically fit lady 
35-60 years for possible relationship. Terry 
250-358-2830.

Pets
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.
ca www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

Slocan Valley Recreation
HOCKEY DAY IN WINLAW - Sun. Jan. 
31, 11:00 am at Sleep is For Sissies. Bring 
your gear and we’ll create some teams 
and go for the glory! All ages welcome 
to be part of the fun.
FREE WALKING CLINIC - Sat. Jan. 
30, 10:30 to 12:30 Slocan Park Hall. 
Join a chiropractor, physiotherapist and 
massage therapist as they discuss the 
benefits of walking.
CEREMONIAL DRUM MAKING 
WORKSHOP - With Chris Morasky. Feb. 
7 & 14 at the Threads Guild Building. 
Fee: $225/2 sessions incl. all materials.
MORE DRAGONS IN MY BACKPACK 
- A children’s art program with Tim 
Farrugia. Brent Kennedy School 
beginning Feb. 8.
ROCK WALLS AND OTHER BIG 
THINGS - With Nate Orasuk. Thurs. 
Feb. 4.
IRRIGATION FOR HOME AND 
GARDEN - Thurs. Feb. 11. With Bill 
Hilary.

226-0008

Services
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
Need an electrician? Call or 
e-mail us to receive your FREE informative 
brochure including great money saving 
tips. Call 250-352-0081. E-mail joe@
redtruckelectric.com.

Wanted
GOT BEDS? The Boogie organizers are 
seeking beds only (no meals), Saturday 
night, February 6, in New Denver-Silverton 
area for band members who are giving 
time and great music for the preschool 
fundraiser. Responsible couples and singles. 
Phone Barb/Dick at 358-7765.
RECIPES WANTED  for birthday 
surprise for Donna-Leigh, recipes from 
her hometown. Needed ASAP. Photos 
also welcome. Sandra (Jenna) 358-2770 
sj.white@live.ca.
SURPRISE! I’m looking for a ride to and 
from Vancouver Feb. or March. Andrew 
Rhodes 250-358-7985.
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Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp

ph: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANINGRECYCLING

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in 
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134
New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

BOOKS & JEWELRY

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

submitted
The People’s Garden in Kaslo is 

presenting a film series “for the farmer/
gardener in all of us,” beginning on 
January 31, Sunday, at 6 pm at Kootenay 
Art Gallery, 421 Front Street.

The film that evening is The Real 
Dirt on Farmer John, a theatre-quality 

People’s Garden presents film series on farming and gardening
movie on John Peterson, an Illinois 
farmer who lost the greater part of his 
family farm in the 1980s, reinvented it 
as organic, and went on to create one 
of the largest Community Supported 
Agriculture projects in the world, serving 
more than 1,000 families. Following at 
two-week intervals on Sunday evenings 

will be One Man, One Cow, One World – 
The Biodynamics Revolution in India on 
February 14; Dirt: The Movie (will make 
you want to get your hands dirty) on 
February 28; The Power of Community 
(Cuba survives peak oil with community 
gardens) on March 14; and Queen of the 
Sun (bees) or Our Seeds: Seeds Blong 

Yumi on March 28.
Admission to all films is by donation.
The People’s Garden initiative, say 

Woody Wodraska and Barbara Scott, 
long-time biodynamic gardeners, aims 
in the first year for a downtown Kaslo 
garden designed as a place of beauty, 
light, and fragrance where “folks can 

stop for a minute, pick a flower, admire 
the scene, maybe munch on a green 
bean,” says Woody. “What kind of 
people? Old people, young people – 
children especially – lonesome people, 
people who love flowers, people who 
make peace.” For information, contact 
Woody Wodraska at 353-9636.

submitted
Brent Kennedy Elementary is proud 

to announce the completion of their 
Tile Project, a new permanent artwork 
that runs right through the school. This 
ArtStarts funded project allowed a local 
professional artist, Natasha Smith to be 
the Artist in Residence during the months 
of October and November 2009.

The process of the collaged tiles 
creation began with students developing 
a series of symbols that related to their 
social studies curriculum. They then 
explored the technique of collage and 
developed their ideas. Excited to be 
creating a permanent artwork for their 
school, the students developed unique 
visual responses to their subject matter 
and the materials they chose.

“The whole school community had a 
delightful experience working with artist 
Natasha Smith to make the collage tiles 
that now adorn the school corridors,” 
said principal Laura Moll.  “Together we 
created a colorful legacy that includes a 
tile made by every student in the school.” 

ArtStarts and the Slocan Valley 
Community Arts Council provided 
funding support for this valuable creative 
project. Thanks are also due the workers 
from School District 8 maintenance for 
installing the pieces with care.

On January 15, each class got 

Brent Kennedy school tile project open for viewing
their photos taken with their tiles just 
prior to their installation. Nicholas, a 
grade 6 student is also going to design 
a web page so that the project can be 
documented on the school website.  
The community is welcome to visit the 

school to view this great art project any 
time during school hours.

For information contact Lois 
Lawrence, Brent Kennedy Elementary 
250-359-7297 or  Lawrence@
columbiawireless.ca

These are two of the Brent Kennedy Classes that took part in the tile project.

by Jan McMurray
The school program at Summit Lake 

Ski Hill began last week, despite the 
shortage of snow and of funding.

The ski club was denied its gaming 
grant this year, and is accepting donations 
from parents, community members and 
businesses to try to cover the $14,000 
shortfall. “We don’t have quite half of 
what we need,” said Terry Baiko, ski 
club board member.

The school ski program costs 
$24,000 to run – about $20 per student per 
day. This covers the lift pass, equipment 
rental and instruction. The school board 
contributes $10,000 annually, and the 
rest has been made up by the gaming 

Summit Lake Ski Hill calls for donations
grant in past years.

Baiko said there was recently 
a fundraiser at Three Lion’s Pub in 
Nakusp. “It was incredible – thanks 
to the community and Three Lions,” 
she said. However, quite a bit more is 
needed.

“We’re hoping parents will respond 
now that the program is running and they 
see that it is worthwhile,” said Baiko.

Donations can be dropped off at 
your local school or mailed to Summit 
Lake Ski Hill, Box 436, Nakusp, BC  
V0G 1R0. Cheques are to be made out 
to School District No. 10 Extracurricular 
Funding. Tax receipts can be issued for 
donations over $25.

submitted by Martha Nichols
The second in a series of 

binocular star parties sponsored 
by the Hidden Garden Gallery will 
be held in mid-February. Sandy 
Nichols, local amateur astronomer, 
will be present to guide a hands-on 
viewing session. Binoculars and star 
charts will be provided. 

A good view of the night sky 
is dependent on the weather. We 
will meet at the Hidden Garden at 

Astronomy nights at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery

7 pm Saturday, February 13 for a 
discussion and viewing if the sky 
is clear. If conditions aren’t clear 
enough to see the stars, we’ll try 
again on Sunday, February 14. 

To find out if we’ll hold an 
additional viewing session please 
call 250-358-2898 after 4 pm. 
Hopefully, we’ll find a cloudless 
night on one of those two dates. 
Remember to wear really warm 
clothing. 
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Want a bigger Voice?

Advertise!
That’s right, use the Valley Voice to spread the word 
about your event, your business, or your campaign 

all over the three valleys that we serve. We distribute 
to every household in the Arrow, Slocan and North 

Kootenay Lake Valleys. That’s over 6,000 mailboxes.
Over 1,200 copies to local businesses.

Because we’re not junk mail, your message goes 
home and gets read. We’re good at getting your 

message out, because we’re good at delivering the 
news. Unique stories and opinion that you’ll read 

nowhere else. And the more you advertise, the more 
news we can publish.

valleyvoice@netidea.com • 250-358-7218Advertise in the paper that everybody reads! Call the Valley Voice 
at 250-358-7218 or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com for details!

Nakusp PeeWee: Front Row, L to R: Dugan McInnes, Dane Bateman, Liam Bobicki, Logan Mengler, Caleb Bobicki. 
Middle Row, L to R: Greg Bobicki, David Faucher, Logan Hascarl, Austin MacDonald, Ashlee Herridge, Barry Streliev. 

Back Row: Arturs Vilks, Jake Williams, Kira Streliev, Jordan Deakoff.

by Jan McMurray
Local logging contractors are 

relieved to find out that the legal notices 
they received recently in connection with 
Pope & Talbot’s bankruptcy are most 
likely nothing to worry about.

They thought the P&T bankruptcy 
saga was over until they got notice on 
December 28 that legal action is being 
taken against them in US bankruptcy 
court. Apparently, the courts are still 
trying to find a way to pay back ‘secured 
creditors,’ i.e. American banks.

The legal document demanded 
that contractors return the money paid 
to them by P&T during the 90-day 
period before the company filed its 
bankruptcy papers, on the basis that 
P&T was actually insolvent 90 days 
before they officially declared they were. 
Contractors were given until January 18 
to pay up or face further litigation.

The January 18 deadline has come 
and gone, and nothing more has been 
heard of it. Crystal Larder of Nakusp’s 
Meadow Mountain Contracting, one of 
the contractors who received the notice, 
said the Interior Logging Association 
sought some legal advice for the 
contractors, and it is good news. 

“They are of the opinion that unless 
they come into Canada, we don’t need 
to acknowledge this. It’s quite a relief,” 
she said. “Unless they come to Canadian 
courts, they really can’t do much, 
so I don’t think it’s going to go any 
further. Canadian laws are different than 
American laws, and chances are it would 
be thrown out in Canada.”

Larder says there were over 440 
companies on the list to receive the 
notice – not all logging contractors and 
not all from Canada. She said there were 
eight or nine that she knew of from this 
part of BC, and she also recognized some 
names of coastal logging companies. 

“When we received the notice, 
our immediate concern was that we 
don’t have that money to pay back, 
so we are relieved at the way things 
have turned out. But the concern that 
remains with us every day is Bill 13 
and those losses,” she said. Bill 13 
contracts were created by the Ministry 
of Forests and specified a minimum 
volume of timber that the contractor 
could harvest from the big company’s 

Local loggers ignore legal notice in P&T’s US bankruptcy case
tenure each year. When the tenure was 
transferred to another company, Bill 13 
contracts were traditionally transferred 
along with it. Contractors paid dearly for 
these contracts, and they were supposed 
to be guaranteed by the government. 
However, when the sale of TFL 8 and 
TFL 23 to Interfor was approved by the 
courts, the judge effectively cancelled 
the Bill 13 contracts that were in place 

with P&T. 
In October 2008, Minister of Forests 

Pat Bell announced that he had struck a 
deal whereby local logging contractors 
would be paid all the money owing 
to them from P&T, including their 
security deposits. The contractors got 
their deposits back, plus 98.2 cents on 
the dollar for their work. However, Bill 
13 contracts received no compensation 

for the value of their contracts.
“There was a market value of $10 

per metre so if you were to sell your 
contract, you had that guideline. There 
is a precedent for the government to 
compensate displaced contractors and 
we believe that’s what needs to happen,” 
said Larder.

That precedent was set in 2004, 
during the government’s 20% take-back 

of the big licencees’ tenures in order to 
re-distribute working forest lands to 
community forests and First Nations. At 
this time, the government created a $75 
million trust to compensate contractors 
displaced in the tenure shuffle.

Larder says the losses contractors 
have suffered with the cancellation of 
their Bill 13 contracts are not just about 
money, but also about the stability they 
provided, and thus a quality of life. “You 
can really see the effect it’s had. A lot of 
husbands have left the area to work and 
send money home,” she said.

She says the Interior Logging 
Association is in active discussions on 
Bill 13 issues, and said, “The ILA is 
amazing. They were wonderful through 
the whole P&T crisis and have been there 
every step of the way.” 

Correction and apology...
In our last edition, January 13, we published pictures of all the local hockey teams. Somehow, the Nakusp Atoms 

got their picture in twice, and the PeeWees didn’t get their picture in at all. We apologize for any inconvenience. 
Below appears the team photograph of the Nakusp PeeWees. 

by Jan McMurray
New green energy technology is 

being tested at Duncan Dam north of 
Kaslo that could help ‘green the grid’ 
and support BC’s Energy Plan.

Four floating Vertical Axis Hydro 
Turbines (VAHT) are being installed 
temporarily at the dam. The floating 
turbines are based on wind turbines, 
and were initially developed for tidal 
generation. These turbines have the 
potential to produce energy in areas with 
low water flow speeds and are expected 
to have minimal environmental impacts 
as they require no water diversion, and 
do not require a reservoir. If this testing 
project proves successful, it could 
identify future opportunities for the new 
technology. 

“BC Hydro sees great potential 
for this technology to provide clean, 
dependable electricity to remote, off-grid 
communities and customers currently 

New green technology tested at Duncan Dam
served by diesel generators,” said BC 
Hydro’s Jennifer Walker-Larsen.

Data  col lected dur ing the 
demonstration project on water flows 
and turbine performance will be used to 
refine the turbine design and optimize 
efficiency. Once the turbine design is 
refined, the next step will be to determine 
the most suitable locations for future 
commercial use.

The test project began in November 
and is scheduled to be completed by 
May 2010. Power generated from the 
project will be dissipated on-site, with 
no interconnection to the BC Hydro grid.

Walker-Larsen explained that the 
Duncan Dam tailrace is a good test site 
for this technology for two main reasons. 
First, the technology is designed to 
work best in man-made watercourses 
where flow conditions are known and 
predictable. The Duncan Dam has 
regulated and monitored water flows 

in the canal, allowing the turbines 
to be tested under controlled, real-
world conditions. “This is particularly 
important for the testing and evaluation 
phase of this particular technology as it 
is important to control as many variables 
as possible,” she said.

Second, fish activity in the tailrace 
area is well understood, allowing the 
test to be planned in such a way as to 
minimize any potential fish impacts.

The project was initiated by Instream 
Energy Systems, a Vancouver-based 
renewable energy company, which 
contracted Powertech Labs, a subsidiary 
of BC Hydro, to manage the project. 
Powertech specializes in clean energy 
consulting, testing, and power solutions. 
BC Hydro has granted temporary 
access to the Duncan Dam and has 
taken steps to protect its operational 
interests and ensure strict compliance 
with environment and safety regulations.

The project has an Environmental 
Management Plan as well as consent 
from Fisheries and Oceans Canada and 
the Ministry of the Environment. Despite 
BC Hydro not providing any funding to 
the project, all BC Hydro water licenses 
and safety procedures will be adhered to 
during this temporary project. 

submitted
SIFCo, the Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative, will start their first logging 
operation on the community forest in the 
near future. The first harvest area will be 
6.3 hectares of small patch cuts, located 
on gentle slopes about two kilometres 
up the Hewitt Mine Road in the Red 
Mountain area. The prescription was 
developed in consultation with the Red 
Mountain Residents Association. Trees 
will be retained in each small opening for 
biodiversity and long-term coarse woody 
debris inputs.  There are no surface water 
courses in the harvest areas.

The startup date will be set by 
weather and road conditions. SIFCo 
hopes to log some of the area before 
spring breakup, and then to finish the 
harvest in dry conditions later in the year. 

Slocan community forest plans to start logging Red Mountain
SIFCo has held the Community Forest 
Agreement since 2008, but harvesting 
startup has been delayed by economic 
factors.  “The market meltdown of 2008 
was not helpful.” says Tom Bradley, 
SIFCo Woodlands Manager. “We plan 
to sell as much of the wood as possible 
to local small operators, and to send 
other components further away, where 
we can get the best return.” SIFCo has 
other plans in the Red Mountain Area 
in 2010. They have applied for Job 
Opportunities Program funding to carry 
out fuel management work, to reduce fire 
hazard, on about 15 hectares along Dead 
Horse Trail by removing understory and 
lower crown fuels. “The Red Mountain 
residents asked us to do this work in 
2007,”says Stephan Martineau, SIFCo 
Business Manager. 
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submitted
The opportunity to vote on projects 

that emerged from the ‘Building a 
Healthy Economy in the North Slocan 
Valley’ process is coming up on February 
4 at 7 pm at the Silverton Memorial Hall.

“The more votes, the better, so we’re 
hoping for a great turnout like we had 
at the first meeting in November,” said 
Jan McMurray, member of the steering 
committee for the project. 

The goal of the ‘Building 
a Healthy Economy’ process is to 
identify concrete projects that will foster 
economic development in the north 
valley. To identify potential projects, a 
public meeting was held, and a survey 
and interviews with key community 
members were conducted last fall.

“We have almost finalized the list of 
projects to be voted on at the February 4 
meeting,” reported McMurray. 

Although subject to further 
refinement before the meeting, the list of 
projects as it stands today is: community 
greenhouse, community freezer, fruit 
processing, grocery co-op, educational 
centre (for the arts, environment, rural 
living skills, agriculture), community 
power project, targeted recruitment of 
young families and foreign students, 
seniors care services, business 
resource centre, spa and wellness 

Nakusp Secondary School presented Grease to a full house last Wednesday and Friday at the arena auditorium. 

Wines & Vines 
meeting
by Dan Nicholson

Over 65 people showed up for a 
meeting to discuss the possibilty of of 
establishing a wine-making region in 
the Arrow Lakes, held at the Nakusp 
Seniors’ Centre, January 15.

West coast winemakers Paul Troop 
and Daniel Cossman addressed the 
meeting, sharing their experience and 
advising prospective viticulturalists of 
the pitfalls to avoid when developing a 
new wine region.

Both men emphasized the need to 
work co-operatively and to carefully 
select the varieties of grapes grown. Says 
Cossman, “We’ve identified 16 varieties 
as being potentially suitable for this 
region. Of those, you should probably 
grow only two or three. That’s how you 
develop a distinctive regional winery.”

The first step is to gather weather 
data from up and down the Arrow Lakes, 
and to put in a test plot of the 16 varieties 
that the two men think will do best in 
this climate.

At a capital expense of $9,000 - 
$30,000 per acre to set up a vineyard, 
you don’t want to be putting in the wrong 
type of grapes.

Local organic farmer, Corky Evans 
was impressed with the presentation. 
“First time I’ve ever heard agricultural 
experts tell people that they’ve got to 
work together and plan. It’s not normal.”

The Lucerne Writing Class impressed the community with their poetry and prose at the annual coffeehouse, held 
January 21 at the Silverton Gallery.

Vote for projects for a healthy 
economy in the North Slocan Valley

centre, welcoming committee, Roger 
Brooks tourism report implementation, 
wheelchair accessible community, value 
added uses for wood, showcasing green 
living, and forest interface thinning.

“We hope this list inspires people 
to come out and vote on February 4,” 
McMurray said.

‘Building a Healthy Economy in the 
North Slocan Valley’ is a project of the 
Healthy Housing Society and funded by 
Columbia Basin Trust.

submitted
Patience and a keen eye pays off. 

Lardeau photographer Jim Lawrence 
has won first place in the Lions Gate 
Camera Club competition bird category 
for his stunning image The Last Supper, 
showing a bald eagle and a raven feasting 
on deer. Camera clubs from across the 
province submitted work, including 
the West Kootenay Camera Club and 
Kimberley Camera Club. The prize-
winning image is the same one Lawrence 
donated for a fundraising raffle at the 
Hidden Garden Gallery last year during 
his show there.

With every great image comes 

Lardeau Valley photographer Jim Lawrence wins provincial award
a story and The Last Supper is no 
exception. Lawrence was on his way to 
Nelson for a talk on wolverines by John 
Krebs, head biologist for the Columbia 
Basin Trust. On his way past Kaslo Bay 
Lawrence spotted a deer carcass on the 
beach and could see the ravens and a bald 
eagle feasting. He says eagles always 
follow ravens for winter hunting. 

“I was able to spend some time with 
them, they weren’t going anywhere,” 
Lawrence recalls. “The ravens were 
definitely in charge of the scene. When 
the eagle put his beak down into the 
ribcage to get the choicer meat, the raven 
pecked him on the leg and made him 

jump straight up in the air.”
Lawrence has used a canvas sheet 

with vegetation spread over it as a blind 
and even shot from the car at times. “I 
find it’s generally better to let the animal 
know you’re there, let it know your 
intentions, that you’re not intending any 
harm. The more time you put into it the 
more you get out of it.” 

Lawrence has had a fascination for 
wildlife since childhood, when he spent 
a two-week stint with a fur trapper on 
his trapline. His mother taught him the 
basics of photographic lighting and 
composition with a Kodak Brownie 
camera, and furthered his interest by 

working the darkroom at school. In 
the early 1970s Lawrence had been 
attending Friends’ World Quaker College 
in East Africa when he ran out of money 
and went to South Africa to work. He 
trained formally as a photographer 
while working in a Kodak facility at the 
Durban Institute of Technology. Raising 
a family back in the Lardeau Valley 
meant having to work in construction 
but since retirement he has been able to 
return to his passion for photography. 
The Lawrence family has been in the 
Lardeau Valley since 1950. 

Lawrence sees part of his passion as 
raising awareness about the wildlife we 
enjoy in the Kootenays and the crucial 
importance of protecting wildlife habitat. 
“Herons and bears and orchids share our 

habitat, after all, and have as much right 
to a safe home place as we do,” he says.  

Lawrence will be preparing another 
of his popular slide shows for the North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival held 
in New Denver during February. His 
winning photo was submitted through 
the West Kootenay Camera Club along 
with other photographers. There were 
several categories including Best in 
Show, Birds, Mammals and General 
Nature. Two photographers from the 
Kimberley Camera Club also won, John 
Lyon second place (birds) for Mountain 
Bluebird Landing and Neil Weisenberg 
honourable mention (mammals) for 
Grizzly in the Mist. 

To see more of Lawrence’s work go 
to www.kootenayreflections.com.
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