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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

When RDCK directors returned to 
their phone conference board meeting 
after lunch last Thursday, someone had 
patched Pink Floyd’s song ‘Money’ into 
their phone, broadcasting it to every 
participant.

It was good for a laugh as the 
directors got back to business, but money 
is very much on the minds of local 
governments.

With businesses shut down, 
development choked off, and citizens laid 
off or working from home, everyone has 
money on their minds – from businesses 
to individuals to local politicians.
Cutting spending

Local governments are taking steps 
to try to ease the tax burden for citizens 
who have been hit financially by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Politicians are cutting budgets and 
rescheduling payment plans to try to ease 
the burden for taxpayers.

“We’re well aware of the pressure 
this is putting on the taxpayer,” says 
Stuart Horn, the chief administrative 
officer for the RDCK. “And we are 
taking that to heart as we are looking at 
our operations.”

The RDCK led the local effort to 
ease the tax burden in March, paring 
more than $1 million off its budget the 

Local governments brace against COVID-19’s financial impact
night before passing it. 

“Things were starting to look bleak 
in other countries,” says Horn. “So at 
the board meeting the board passed 
recommendations to reduce the proposed 
taxation by $1.3 million,” he says. “We 
took away a lot of one-off projects, 
delayed the [new office] space initiative 
to 2021, there were two staff person hires 
that were put off, there was a number of 
capital projects that were pushed off, 
there was work at the fire halls that was 
pushed off.”

Local governments did the same: 
Nakusp, Kaslo and Slocan Village 
councils passed budgets with 0% tax 
increases. New Denver and Silverton 
are still working on theirs.

But no tax increase still doesn’t help 
those who don’t know how they’ll pay 
any taxes.
Deferments help

Another tool in the municipal 
politician’s tool kit is postponing tax 
and payment deadlines.

The RDCK has moved its due date 
for fees from water users, moving it from 
mid-summer to September 1.

But just like individuals, local 
governments have bills to pay, and 
are bound by law to meet obligations 
to move revenues to other levels of 
government by certain dates.

“The Regional District from a rural 

area perspective doesn’t set the tax due 
date, the Province does. So the Regional 
District doesn’t have the ability to change 
the due date for taxes.”

But local governments can tweak 
their bylaws to postpone when their taxes 
and fees have to be collected. 

That is something the RDCK 
supports, but since it could affect their 
cash flows, they are working closely with 
their partner governments.

“I have been in contact with all our 
municipal partners that if their councils 
decide to defer taxation, they inform 
the Regional District so we can plan for 
when our cash flow might be expected.

“If there’s a sense we’re not going 
to get all our taxation because they’ve 
deferred their taxation to September or 
later, we’ve asked them to let us know 
so we can plan when the cash flow might 
come in.”

Most municipal councils are still 
considering the deferment issue.

Horn says Regional Districts could 
borrow from the provincial government 
and bridge some of those gaps if they 
need the operational funding.
Revenue drops

A financial wild card – both in the 
long- and short-term for the RDCK – is 
the impact of lost revenues. While some 
fees for service—building inspections 
and permits – seem to be holding, other 

parts of the organization have taken 
big hits.

“We don’t have our recreation 
centres operating, and we are limiting 
what we are collecting at our transfer 
stations,” says Horn.

Since annual revenues from the 
three main centres alone are about $3.4 
million, a full month’s loss of revenue 
hurts. And they’ll be closed for at least 
another month, under provincial orders.
The future?

Every government up the chain is 
in the same situation, and it’s not known 

what kind of support there will be for 
lower levels of government in the months 
to come.

That could potentially mean big tax 
increases to help cover the deficits being 
built up this year.

“We’re well aware of the need to 
continue to provide the services we can 
provide, yet ensure we are managing 
our costs appropriately,” he says. “The 
goal for us is to manage those costs 
through 2020, so any losses of revenue 
we experience this year and potential tax 
issues we have don’t roll over into 2021.” 

The Kohan Reflection Gardens have been spruced right up by the ever-faithful SLUGS members, and are 
about to start growing into their full glory. What a lot of work by a small and dedicated bunch of people!
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Swamp 
Tails
Cheerful notes from the Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology

These notes from the field are 
submitted by Lorna Visser and reg-
istered professional biologist Wayne 
McCrory, directors of the Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology. The VFE 
presents this paid column to educate 
readers about wetlands and to support 
our Valley Voice newspaper.

Imagine this: the ancestors of 
today’s Sinixt people would eat eggs 
only once a year, in springtime when 
ground-nesting wild birds would lay 
their eggs in areas such as Snk’mip 
marsh.  The Sinixt would gather eggs 
very sparingly, with a clear under-
standing that taking too many eggs 
would mean too few birds would hatch 
to lay eggs in the future.  “If there were 
four or five eggs in a nest we could 
take one.  If there were six or more 
eggs in a nest we could perhaps take 
two but no more,” Marilyn explained.

can get seriously defensive of their 
nests and deliver a good hard bite!)

In terms of plant foods, Marilyn 
shared that several important foods 
are gathered by the Sinixt in the wild in 
springtime: plants such as lomatium, 
fiddleheads, Oregon grape, sarsapa-
rilla, chuckaloosa, and spring beau-
ty. Properly prepared, these foods 
were important for the Sinixt people 
in spring to switch the gut over from 
having eaten a winter’s worth of dried 
foods.

by its doting parents.  This voracious 
fledgling will remain in the nest for an-
other 85 to 95 days until it is ready to 
fly.  The parent birds do not force the 
eaglet out of the nest but wait until little 
Betty or Bertie is ready to fly on her or 
his own.  Imagine that first swooping 
flight: down over the marsh with a long 
glide over the lake and a big circle 
back to the nest.

Bald eagles were just one of the 
species we spotted.  Gary’s watchful 
eye also encountered Canada Goose, 

Chickadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Varied Thrush, American Robin, Pine 
Siskin, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Song 
Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco and Red-
winged Blackbird.

We didn’t see the famous white 
swans of the marsh as they are pri-
marily winter visitors but Gary has 
seen them many times in the past; 
they are Trumpeter Swans. He ex-
plained that by now they have left 
our area for their nesting territories 
further north. Once nearing extinction, 
a concerted recovery effort has re-es-
tablished Trumpeter Swans and they 
are doing well in this part of the world.

As we chatted in the spring 
sunshine, beautiful little woodpeck-
ers drummed away, reminding me of 
the three that insist on pounding on 
the walls of our house (cedar siding).  
Gary explained that they are not delib-
erately trying to drive us crazy nor are 
they trying to drill holes into the house 
— drumming is a woodpecker’s way 
of singing!  They are saying “This is my 
territory, and ladies, I’m the best-lookin’ 
woodpecker in these parts.”

Seeing all this bird life reminded 
us that we have a responsibility to 
provide the best possible nesting and 
fledging conditions for all the birds at 
the marsh.  To this end, Marilyn James 
brought to our attention that in spring-
time the Sinixt would close certain ar-
eas to human use at the time when the 

birds (Sinixt word:  s’kaka) are at their 
most vulnerable.  This was to allow 
them to “nest in peace” and reproduce 
successfully.

In that spirit, we’d like to propose 
a voluntary “nest in peace” season 
for Snk’mip marsh and indeed for the 
whole area at the north end of Slocan 
Lake.  This means staying well away 
from beach areas with long grasses 
where killdeer and sandpipers nest, 
and well away from the edges of 
creeks, streams and wetland areas 
where ducks, geese and other water-
birds nest. 

Please keep dogs out of these 
areas as the smells they leave behind 
from their waste and the oils on their 
paw-pads can scare away sensitive 
bird species.  If you do take your dog 
for a walk, for example on the rail-trail, 
it is more important than ever to keep 
it on a leash and of course bag and 
remove all droppings. 

If you are using the rail-trail for 
walking or bicycling, please enjoy 
nature quietly. This is an opportuni-
ty for those who ride ATVs or other 
motorized machines on the rail-trail 
to demonstrate responsible riding by 
avoiding this area altogether until early 
July.  (From a nesting standpoint, Gary 
says the most critical time is from mid-
May to early July.)  Together, we can 
help the birds of Snk’mip marsh and 
area nest in peace. 

Sinixt matriarch Marilyn James gives a blessing with tobacco at the opening of 
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary.

Greetings, marsh fans.  Last 
week our Kootenay-area bird expert 
Gary Davidson opened our eyes to 
the great variety of birds on hand at 
and near the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctu-
ary, both the birds resident here year-
round and those returning from winter 
sojourns (for example Osprey that 
fly here all the way from Central and 
South America). 

As well, we were honoured with 
a visit from Sinixt matriarch Marilyn 
James who shared some of the rich-
ness and nuance of Sinixt stewardship 
principles for this time of year. 

We were greatly appreciative 
of these information-sharing conver-
sations (of course we were outdoors 
and rest assured we were appropri-
ately physically distanced, gloves and 
masks provided, etc.).  So, what did 
we learn?

Thinking about my two-eggs-
a-day habit (chicken eggs), the idea 
of getting perhaps one egg a YEAR 
seems amazing. What a delicacy that 
egg must have been, such a rare treat 
—one can imagine a Sinixt parent pre-
paring that precious egg carefully for a 
beloved child.

Marilyn explained that each 
community member would have spe-
cific food-gathering knowledge and 
responsibilities.  For example, one 
person’s job would be to gather duck 
eggs while another would be in charge 
of goose eggs.  A small team of nim-
ble young people would be assigned 
to the task: several to distract the bird 
and lure it off the nest, the designated 
egg-gatherer to quickly assess the 
nest and extract the one or two pre-
cious eggs. (It would have been wise 
to volunteer for duck-egg duty: geese 

Bird expert Gary Davidson explains ducks to a Lucerne school student at 
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary.

We were excited to see a bald 
eagle sitting contentedly on a nest of 
sticks in a large cottonwood tree that 
towers over the marsh at the south 
end, located close to the rail-trail.  If 
you want to see it, walk down to 
Snk’mip from Bonanza Road, to the 
picnic table overlooking the marsh 
from the north.  With your binoculars 
you can get a good view of mama or 
papa eagle sitting on the nest (males 
and females take turns incubating the 
eggs).

Gary explained that the incuba-
tion period for the Bald Eagle is 34 to 
36 days. The average number of eggs 
laid is one to three, but after they hatch 
usually only the fittest eaglet survives 
as it will out-compete its nest-mates 
for the flying food service delivered 

Wood Duck, Gadwall, American Wi-
geon, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, 
Hooded Merganser, Turkey Vulture, 
Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpeck-
er, Northern Flicker, Common Raven, 
Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-
winged Swallow, Black-capped 

A goose and ducks enjoying the wetland at Snk’mip.
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by Katrine Conroy, MLA 
for Kootenay West

T h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic has impacted 
every single one of us in 
different ways. People are 
worried about their safety, 
the safety of their families 
and communities, and about 
making ends meet with 
normal life turned upside-

MLA Katrine Conroy: Supporting our small businesses through COVID-19
down.

O n e  p a r t  o f  o u r 
community that has been 
deeply impacted are our 
small businesses. As your 
MLA for Kootenay West, 
I want to talk about the 
impact of COVID-19 on 
our small businesses in the 
West Kootenays, and what 
we can do to support them, 
and each other, through 
this extraordinarily difficult 
time.

The health and safety of 
British Columbians is the 
first priority of our provincial 
government through this 
pandemic. Based on the 
advice of our Provincial 
Health Officer Dr. Bonnie 
Henry, we’ve taken steps 
in many different areas to 
ensure the safety of British 
Columbians. Gatherings of 
50 people or more at a time 

are prohibited; Bars and 
restaurants must move to 
take-out or delivery only; 
Personal service businesses, 
such as salons,  tat too 
parlours, and barbershops 
must close; People are asked 
to stay at least 6 feet apart 
from others when in public.

These  o rders  have 
impacted the operations 
of many different types 
of businesses. Sadly, they 
have meant that many small 
businesses have had to shut 
down. However, this does 
not mean that all businesses 
must necessarily close or 
stop serving customers. 
Essential businesses (such as 
grocery stores, pharmacies, 
and hardware stores) are 
encouraged to stay open, 
while accommodating the 
need for physical distancing 
and other safety measures.

Non-essential businesses 
can also stay open if they 
can adapt their services to 
Dr. Henry’s orders. Many 
small businesses have been 
able to stay open through 
changing their business 
models, going online, or 
setting up new pick-up or 
delivery services.

We shouldn’t assume 
that businesses being open 
means it is going against 
public health guidelines 
— it may be an essential 
business, or a non-essential 
one that has been able to 
adapt its services.

Some small businesses 
h a v e  e v e n  c h a n g e d 
their operations over to 
supporting efforts against 
the pandemic, such as 
distilleries producing hand 
sanitizer, or marine supply 
manufacturers switching to 

produce PPE for front-line 
medical workers.

If you are a business that 
can supply products and 
services in support of BC’s 
COVID-19 response, please 
register at the COVID-19 
Supply Hub: www.gov.
bc.ca/supplyhub.

O u r  p r o v i n c i a l 
government knows that this 
is a critical time for small 
and medium businesses. 
We’ve brought in measures 
to try to ease some of the 
financial pressures facing 
small business, including 
deferring some provincial 
taxes and other supports. 
Check www2.gov.bc.ca to 
learn more.

While we are prioritizing 
our health and safety, we 
can still consider ways 
to keep our communities 
working. Getting take-

out, home deliveries or 
curbside service are some 
ways to support our small 
businesses, and to make 
staying home a little more 
enjoyable.

We don’t yet know 
when our lives will return 
to normal. But when we do, 
it will be all the sweeter if 
we can celebrate by going 
back to the local businesses 
we know and love by 
supporting them now as 
much as we can.

T h e  B C  B u s i n e s s 
COVID-19 Support Service 
recently launched as a 
single point of contact to 
make business-specific info 
better available to small 
business owners during the 
pandemic. (See story, p. 19.)

Let’s come together and 
safely support our local 
businesses.
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Happy Supreme 
Sixteen Sakura
April 20, 2004

– Alan Van Tress
–Analisa Azzopardi

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

by Jan McMurray
School District 10 will soon 

submit a grant application for the 
proposed child care centre at Nakusp 
Elementary, and is asking parents, 
businesses and organizations to 
write letters of support for the centre 
by May 4. Signed letters of support 
can be submitted to terry.taylor@
sd10.bc.ca.

“So far over 75 people have 
responded to the survey and indicate 
very clearly that there are significant 
needs for child care, but strong 
letters of support by May 4 from 
all interested parents, Indigenous 
parents, parents of children with 
diverse needs, parents who are 
refugees or immigrants to Canada 
or young parents, as well as from 
businesses and organizations 
are very much needed for the 
application,” said Terry Taylor, SD10 
superintendent.

Taylor reports that survey results 
show over 70% of respondents 

Letters of support needed for Nakusp child care centre proposal
need infant toddler care and 50% 
need care for three- to five-year-
olds. Before and after school care 
is needed by 50% of respondents, 
and 55% say they need full-time 
care five days per week. Preschool 
programming is a desire for 30% 
of survey respondents. The grand 
majority (80%) feel the current child 
care supply in Nakusp is inadequate.

The proposed centre would offer 
full-time child care for preschool 
aged children, and before and after 
school care for school aged children. 
The programming proposed for the 
centre is impressive.

Before and after school care 
would include activities such as 
music, drama, dance, visual art, 
yoga, and sports, says Taylor’s report 
to the SD10 board of education.

The full-time child care program 
would be “a high calibre early 
learning program which integrates 
indigenous learning and culture, is 
100% accessible for people with 

mobility or other diverse needs, 
and meets the needs of vulnerable 
families and children. All 0-5 year 
old early childhood educators would 
be certified and licenced – high 
quality professional care by trained 
ECEs fluent in early learning using 
Reggio-inspired curriculum and 
play-based learning.”

Full-time programs would also 
be offered for preschool and school 
aged children over the summer, 
spring break and winter break.

The centre is proposed to have 
four separate spaces. One option is 
to licence all four spaces as multi-age 
spaces for eight children each, for 
a total of 32 child care spaces. The 
other option is to licence three spaces 
as multi-age spaces for eight children 
each, and to licence the fourth space 

as an infant/toddler space for 12 
children, providing a total of 36 child 
care spaces.

One of the spaces would be 
shared with Strong Start.

The proposal also includes a 
brand new kitchen and breakfast and 
lunch seating area for NES. “This 
is a long-needed asset for NES and 
will create a positive environment in 
which to prepare healthy food and 
allow kids to eat breakfast and lunch 
together,” Taylor says in her report.

The proposed Nakusp centre 
and the New Denver centre, which 
is proceeding as planned, offer 
opportunities for senior secondary 
students to get started on their Early 
Childhood Educator credentials 
while in high school. “Students 
can complete their college studies 

while enrolled in high school and 
also have supervised Early Learning 
practicums in the Nakusp and New 
Denver child care centres,” Taylor 
says.

submitted
The BC Craft Farmer Co-op 

announced on April 20 (4/20) that 
it is now officially incorporated. 
The co-op will submit an economic 
development proposal to federal and 
provincial governments this month, 
and will begin operations in May. 

The economic development 
proposal will outline how the co-
op can support BC’s economic 
recovery post-COVID-19 by creating 
thousands of jobs and diverting 
profits from the illicit market. 

Thousands  o f  smal l  BC 
cannabis farmers and processors 
have been excluded from the new 
legal marketplace due to a poorly 
designed regulatory framework. 
With a globally recognized brand 
and the most craft cannabis farmers 
in the country, BC’s economy has 
the most to lose if these innovators 
are not provided with a chance to 
fully apply their skills, network and 
experience in the new marketplace.

Recognizing the minimal number 
of small producers and processors 
applying for licenses, Canada invited 
the sector to provide constructive 
solutions that will increase the uptake 
of micro-class licences, address 
regulatory barriers and sustain the 
transition for thousands of BC craft 
cannabis cultivators and processors 
over the coming years. BCCFC is 
responding to this request and to 
recently announced government 
programs related to small business 
and regional economic development.

B C C F C ’ s  e c o n o m i c 
development proposal will reflect 
priorities identified during last year’s 
provincial consultation process, 
and the results of a June 2019 
economic impact assessment which 
confirmed a properly legalized BC 
craft cannabis sector can create more 
than 10,000 direct and indirect jobs 
across the province over the next 
12-18 months.

Governed by the BC Cooperatives 
Act and comprised of micro-
cannabis cultivators, processors and 

independent retailers from across 
the province, the BCCFC has been 
established to: provide BC micro-
cultivators and processors with a safe, 
accessible and sustainable alternative 
to the illicit market; help maintain 
BC’s top position as an international 
cannabis leader and innovator; and, 
provide medical and recreational 
cannabis consumers across BC, 
Canada and around the world with 
the highest quality cannabis.

BCCFC gove rnance  and 
investment rules approved by the 
provincial government are available 
at www.bccraftfarmerscoop.com. 
BCCFC has also created a code 
of conduct to establish a reliable 
standard of ethics community partners 
can rely on in their interactions with 
the co-op.

BC Craft Farmer Co-op now officially up and running
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Environmental studies 
guided rail trail plan

Many individuals and organizations 
contributed to the 20 years of discussions 
and initiatives related to the use and 
management of the Rosebery-Summit 
Lake rail trail and Bonanza Creek 
corridor. Some difficult issues arose. 

One theme that carried through was 
the need for credible environmental 
impact assessments to guide decision-
making. In the two years leading up to 
the recent management plan approval, 
that work was undertaken and was 
central to its final structure. Three 
documents, each with recommendations 
on how to proceed and for further work 
to be done, are now available online at 
roseberysummitrailtrail.com along with 
the management plan document and 
map. Interested readers can see what 
the issues and recommendations were 
and how they have been addressed in 
the current plan. 

Richard Allin
Hills

Emotional emergency 
first aid

We’re afraid. And for many of us, our 
reaction to this fear is panic.

Well, what if we chose to respond to 
this pandemic, instead of reacting to it? 
What if, each of us, in our own lives, could 
transform our fear into love?

Here’s something I’ve been practicing 
(when I remember); it’s like emotional 
emergency first aid.

When I become agitated, disturbed, 
uncomfortable or just plain freaked out 
because of a person, circumstance, situation 
or thing in my life, I stop; take a deep 
breath; focus on the emotion, the feeling. 
Without trying to fix it or figure it out, 
without judging, criticizing or condemning 
it (or myself), I simply observe. Then, 
instead of resisting it or bracing myself, I 
soften and embrace the feeling (hugging 
myself helps). Acceptance usually follows 
and then I’m free to respond more lovingly.

Ty Klassen
Nakusp

Thank you, 
New Market Foods

We would like to send a huge thank you 
to Janice snd Vern Gustafson and their entire 
staff at New Market Foods in New Denver. 
You are always upbeat, friendly and helpful. 
Your store is always neat, clean and stocked 
with a good variety of items and excellent 
produce and deli.

At this time, with the COVID-19 issue, 
you have gone even higher with your care of 
your customers. Ensuring that they are still 
able to continue to receive the items they need 
to keep them and their households running as 
efficiently as possible whether they shop for 
themselves, have someone shop for them or 
have the staff shop and deliver their items. The 
sign at the door to let customers know what 
they must do in order for you to keep the store 
open, the sanitizer available, the tape on the 
floor for distance reminders and the cleaning 
of carts, baskets and other items each time 
they have been used is very much appreciated!

Thank you for your attention to detail, 
care given to your customers and the time you 
give to provide the best service for everyone!

Leilani Evans and family
Victoria/New Denver

What could we do 
with a billion dollars?

What could be done with the billion 
dollars that Alberta’s Premier Jason Kenney, 
four weeks ago, designated to moving us a few 
more steps toward the demise of the planet.

Well, I can think of a few things. We 
could support more research and development 
in the renewable energy sector including solar, 
wind, wave and geothermal. We could employ 
thousands by building or re-purposing large 
vacant buildings for use as manufacturing 
facilities for the production of renewable 
energy products. We could employ hundreds 
of machinists, millwrights and tradespeople. 
We could employ untold numbers in the 
manufacturing process. We could employ 
thousands of workers to install panels and 
wind turbines across the country, especially 
in Alberta where the sun shines and the wind 
blows.

We might actually be able to employ 
more people in the manufacturing and 

installation of these mechanisms of renewable 
energy than have been employed in the oil 
industry.

What an opportunity to re-train and re-
hire thousands of out-of-work oil workers who 
are in limbo for numerous reasons as varied as 
the whims of Saudi Arabia’s manipulation of 
the oil market, resistance to more oil and gas 
pipelines, COVID-19, heightened awareness 
and concern regarding global warming. You 
name it!

So, why continue subsidizing oil when 
it’s bad for us? It’s high time and a perfect 
opportunity to admit we have an unhealthy 
dependence and check ourselves into rehab.

Randy Cofer
Silverton

Unreliable statistics
I refer to Dr. Amanda Bath’s letter in 

the previous issue of the Valley Voice. I also 
think there is no good reason for an official 
clampdown on information about where 
COVID-19 cases have been found. This is not 
about people’s names and street addresses, just 
the names of towns.

However, even with this information, 
the pandemic situation is likely to be far more 
dire and widespread than the figures show 
because few people are being tested even if 
they show very indicative symptoms. As at 
April 14, the BC Centre for Disease Control 
requests that people showing symptoms of 

COVID-19 remain at home until, hopefully, 
their temperature returns to normal and they 
feel better. Such people don’t see a doctor 
and would never be recorded in the statistics. 
Currently they are urged to stay at home for 
only 10 days after the onset of symptoms, 
though it is now known that people can still 
test positive for the virus four weeks after 
starting to show symptoms.

Add to the above the estimated 50% of 
infected people who can carry and transmit the 
virus while showing no symptoms at all. Also 
relevant is that all people can transmit the virus 
to others in the days before the onset of their 
own symptoms. Without extensive testing, 
we really have no idea of the extent to which 
the virus has spread in BC. Ideally, we need 
testing of as many people as possible, follow-
up for those who have been in contact with 
people found to be infected, and isolation of all 
these for a month. Short of this, a fast, largely 
undetected spread of the virus is inevitable in 
BC, followed by a dramatic spike in illnesses.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Conspiracy theorists: 
people who think outside 
the box or terrorists?

For as long as our governments have 
been operating, there have been people 
who don’t swallow what they are being told 

continued on page 5

Kalesnikoff’s Slocan 
Park logging plan

I  don’t  l ive  in  S locan Park , 

and have reason to believe that something 
darker is happening in the shadows. While 
most conspiracy theorists are harmless, 
the FBI is warning US citizens that they 
can be the fuel behind domestic terrorism. 
The FBI believes that conspiracy theorists 
are dangerous because they can “likely 
motivate some domestic extremists to commit 
criminal, sometimes violent activity and could 
encourage the targeting of specific people, 
places, and organizations.” While this is true 
to a certain extent, it should be noted that 
most conspiracy theories are based around 
government operations and manipulation 
of the people’s tax dollars, labour, or even 
their rights as US citizens. So when the FBI 
says “could encourage targeting of specific 
people, places, and organizations” are they 
really looking out for our safety or their own?

Conspiracy theories are not just the 
work of online lunatics, either. Lots of 
previous conspiracy theories have proven 
to be true, finally brought to light by former 
FBI agents or whistleblowers. For example, 
the government really did poison alcohol 
during prohibition. Other examples: the Gulf 
of Tonkin attack, MKUltra, and many, many 
other False Flag Operations to get Americans 
involved in wars.

Conspiracy theories have exposed 
governments in the past again and again. 
Now with social media as a huge online 
sharing platform, it is even easier to promote 
ideas and theories of all kinds. When the FBI 
labels conspiracy theories as dangerous, it not 
only demoralizes and discredits those who 
question the government, but it is also a first 
attack on the right to freedom of speech for 
American citizens.

Alaska Hoskins
Passmore
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Now is the time to transition 
to alternative energy

In the face of these uncertain times, many 
of us are concerned about how our livelihoods 
will fare: between oil plummeting to under 
$5 and our local, community-owned shops 
closing for an indefinite period, we all share 
the concern of how long this will continue and 
what will we be facing when it’s over.

Despite the various federal and provincial 
relief packages that have been announced, 
many of us still have questions: Will I be able 
to afford my rent or mortgage? Will my job 
still exist? Will our economy recover?

There are no guarantees right now and it’s 
scary. However, there is an opportunity here 
– for British Columbians and Canadians – to 
take this period and begin the shift off fossil 
fuels, LNG, and the mega-corporation. Right 
now is our chance to begin that transition. 

RDCK/Kaslo shared 
services tax increase for 2020

As usual, I have been following the 
municipal/ RDCK budgets as they relate to 
Village of Kaslo taxpayers.

I am aware the RDCK financial planners 
met with the Village of Kaslo council a 
few months back. At that time, the Village 
of Kaslo was informed of an increase of 
15.48% to the total cost of RDCK services 
provided to Kaslo residents. (Gasp!) There 
are approximately 13 different services that 
Kaslo is charged for. I note, and I spoke with 
Ian Dunlop, CAO Village of Kaslo, who 
pointed out that fire protection and refuse 
disposal were showing the biggest increases. 
While I can certainly appreciate these are two 
important services, possibly those increases 
could be reduced, or placed on hold until next 
year, when hopefully we are all in a better 
financial situation.

During the April 7 Village of Kaslo 
budget meeting, it was stated on the printout 
given to council that the final RDCK financial 
plan had been presented to the RDCK board 
for adoption. I noted the previous draft budget 
increase of 15.48% had been reduced to 
11.16% – better, but… 

The Village of Kaslo’s revised budget 
provides for a 0% average increase in 
property taxation for 2020. The Village’s 
previous draft budget anticipated an average 
2020 property tax increase of 4.89%. The 
Village gets it! Why doesn’t the RDCK?

My question is... during this tough 
economic time, people are out of work, 
businesses are closed, people are stressed 
out trying to cope with COVID-19... how can 
the RDCK justify this outrageous increase 
for Kaslo?

Everyone I know is re-working their 
budgets to make ends meet. I think the RDCK 
should consider the impact this 11.16% will 
have on Kaslo taxpayers, and trim back their 
budgets even further this year, for the benefit 
of all of us, trying to stay afloat.

Jill Braley
Kaslo

Government’s 
sudden sense of 
social responsibility

reprinted with permission from Socialist 
Alternative magazine

What a difference a few weeks and a 
major disease outbreak makes! Not that long 
ago, if I remember correctly, there was no 
money for pretty much anything but tax cuts 
and supports for business. Now, suddenly, 
there seems to be cash aplenty, to be sure, 
mainly for the rich, but with a substantial 
amount for social spending as well.

Suddenly our government has our 
backs after years of bi-partisan neo-liberal 
lectures on ‘personal responsibility’ and, 
ahem, ‘getting government off our backs.’ 
Remember that one? The eternal fantasy of 
every ruling class that they can buy their way 
out of the consequences of their greed. Well, 
reality is coming for that particular dream in 
the shape of a virus that is hitting the entire 
species with terrifying speed.

Suddenly it seems to be important to 
our governments to clean up some of the 
festering social problems they’ve essentially 
ignored for years. The refuse heaps where 
capitalism tosses human beings who are no 
longer profitable, such as old folks ‘homes’ 
and shelters for the homeless and battered 
women, are no longer convenient spots to 
dump and neglect but possible viral hot spots.

Nothing brings a sense of social 
responsibility to the ruling class like a threat 
to its own skin, either from the virus or an 
angry mob with pitchforks.

The fact is, in the roughly 17 years 
since the SARS epidemic from which the 
Canadian government supposedly learned so 
much, there was no real effort to prepare for 
another pandemic, not even to compile and 
maintain a national inventory of emergency 
medical equipment. Supposedly it was in the 
best interests of Canada’s future to purchase 
a pipeline rather than buttress the medical 
system for the outbreak of some new disease 
that the government itself warned was 
inevitable. The rash of emergency social 
spending now is a race to adjust capitalism’s 
‘balance sheet’ between their profits and our 
lives before the body count sparks a social 
explosion.

Larry Hyink
New Denver

Honesty and 
integrity should be a 
part of politics

Honesty is easy. Tell the truth. Integrity 
is also easy. If someone is lying, stop them. 
Don’t sit back and allow it to continue.

If anyone wants to know what happened 
at the March 31 Silverton council meeting, just 
go to their website and get all the info from 
their minutes.

Ha ha. I’m just kidding. Their minutes 
tell you nothing.

A huge thank you to Moe Lyons and the 
Valley Voice for their council report

CAO Elliott said she was unaware of 
any documentation about the trees in the 
campground. But in a letter to me dated March 
18, she states there aren’t any reports. Why 
didn’t she just tell council that?

Mayor Clarke and Councillor Main have 
told me many times that the trees are checked 

A spark of hope 
on Earth Day

On this 50th Anniversary of Earth Day 
we cannot gather together to celebrate, but 
we can spend some time considering our 
relationship with the natural world around 
us. We can think about our interdependence, 
and how this can help us to build a better 
post-COVID world.

Our world is interconnected, whether in 
the spread of this virus, or in the greenhouse 
gases that we put in our shared atmosphere. 
Our response to the COVID outbreak 
illustrates that collective and government 
actions matter, locally, nationally and 
globally. Inaction is not an option when faced 
with a crisis.

During these past few challenging 

Canada is already behind many other countries 
(well behind the US, who leads the world with 
installed geothermal energy) in investing in 
alternative forms.

Instead of oil patch workers experiencing 
layoffs, we could be promoting skills training 
to geothermal exploration and drilling. 

Instead of continuing with large 
construction camps that are exacerbating 
the public safety risk, we can stimulate the 
economy by supporting locally sourced 
energy products.

Instead of destroying more lands by 
clearcutting for timber or new roads, workers 
could be involved in remediation work.

Microhydro, wind, solar, and geothermal 
opportunities are plentiful in Canada and can 
well meet our energy demands. Additionally, 
our construction labourers have decades of 
work in basic retrofitting. Well-paying jobs 
exist. 

The unravelling of the fossil fuel industry 
had already started before COVID-19 hit 
us. It’s time to question how secure this 
industry– which includes LNG – truly is and 
how much longer those jobs will be here. It’s 
time to start building opportunities for new, 
sustainable jobs.

Tara Howse, Rossland
Dona Grace, Kaslo

but Kalesnikoff’s plan to ‘help out the 
community’ by logging their viewscape, 
thereby preventing them from all going up in 
smoke, looks highly suspect to me. The same 
sort of thing was proposed by the Regional 
District last spring for the north end of Glade, 
where I do live. After attending their field 
trip and giving considerable thought to the 
proposal, I just can’t agree to go along with it.

The whole thing is based on the 
assumption that our current interior rainforest 
will be changing over to a dryland forest in 
the next 50 years. I have lived in Glade for 
43 years, and have seen no indication that 
our forest is transitioning on any scale. Our 
forests have a lot of cedar and hemlock, 
wetter land species, and those species seem 
to be maintaining their health much better 
than the industry-favoured dryland species. 
The big smoke in 2018 was largely due to 
the overabundance of beetle-killed pine trees 
in the dry areas of the province, and now 
Douglas-firs are falling prey to their own pests. 
The cedars and hemlocks are fine.

A wetland forest like the one behind 
Glade is quite thickly treed and does not allow 
the unrelenting Kootenay sun to penetrate 
like a spaced-out dryland forest would. No 
doubt a thick forest might burn more intensely 
once it gets ignited, but it is less likely to do 
so than a spaced-out forest of so called fire-
resistant species. And while mature pine and 
Douglas-fir may manage to live through a fire 
better than cedar and hemlock, the young trees 
which Kalesnikoff aims to plant are prone to 
turning red and dying at the slightest proximity 
to fire. Until they are six or seven feet tall, 
pines have absolutely no fire resistance.

It would be hard to argue against the 
removal of beetle-infested mature Douglas-
firs, but clearcutting a juvenile forest of 
hemlock and cedar is putting way too much 
faith in the prevalent theory that our current 
wetter land forest is doomed. Leave the lower, 
flatter, wetter, cedar/ hemlock forest alone, and 
you will have a beautiful forest to enjoy for 
many, many years to come.

Kalesnikoff’s motto is “Take care of 
the land, and the land will take care of you.” 
Clearcutting a healthy, way too young forest 
does not live up to the first part. The forest 
is definitely living up to the second part. As 
long as you understand that, then you also 
understand that by “you,” they don’t mean 
you, they mean the Kalesnikoff family.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

regularly and are healthy. When I asked about 
root rot, they just repeat – the trees are healthy.

What do they call regular? If the trees are 
checked, why isn’t there any paperwork? If the 
trees were checked regularly, why did Mayor 
Clarke have to ask who did it? He’s been on 
council long enough. Maybe ask Councillor 
Main; she’s been there through all of this.

Time for honesty. 
I was disgusted at the March 11 meeting 

when I found out council hadn’t had a meeting 
to discuss the tree issue! Well disgust can’t 
come close to how I felt now that I know 
this wasn’t important enough to bother with 
for 27 days! Our lives and property were in 
immediate danger and you don’t even cut 
down the trees that could still hit us!

Before you say it’s more complicated 
than that, it’s not. I’ve talked to people who 
know.

Mayor Clarke wondered if the work 
would be done by the end of the summer. 
Apparently he saw no reason to hurry. 
Councillor K. Gordon was in a bit more of 
a hurry, but was willing to wait for spring 
break-up so we could get a local contractor.

Someone almost died! Didn’t council get 
the memo? That should have made it an urgent 
matter. Heck no. We spent the next 29 days 
getting little sleep and hiding in the basement 
when the wind got real bad. Did anyone else 
in town have to do that?

Councillor Main said the trees were “a 
clear and present danger” and there is “an 
urgency in dealing with the situation.” For 
10 years, Councillor Main has done what 
she could to keep that “clear and present 
danger” there. Including trying to close Water 
Street. For her to use the word “urgency” is 
ridiculous. If something is urgent you get on 
it within a few days. Not four weeks! She 
says she gave her consent to the trees coming 
down. I think she should get off that band 
wagon and get under it.

Last June I made a comment to the other 
councillors and one said I should quit dwelling 
on it or living in the past – I forget which. Well, 
living in the present almost didn’t work. So 
I’m saying it again. If you believe in honesty, 
then show us you have integrity, please!

Okay, the trees are down and it’s time 
to rebuild. Before that can happen, we need 
public meetings. The people of Silverton need 
to decide what the future campground will 
look like, not just council. This will have to 
wait till after COVID-19.

Thank you and I hope you all stay safe 
and healthy.

Don Broughton
Silverton

weeks, many of us have been reflecting on 
what really matters to us, as individuals and 
as a community. How can we take what 
we’ve learned about the pandemic and apply 
that to our urgent climate and ecological 
crises? 

We have been humbled by our 
vulnerability to this virus and to precarious 
global supply chains. We see the importance 
of building local resilience. This is ever 
more important as we face our growing 
climate crisis. We need to be prepared for 
uncertainty and be nimble in our response. 
Re-localization of food, energy systems and 
basic manufacturing means we can better 
respond to future crises. How can we help 
local farmers earn a decent living, so that 
local food can be a more significant part of 
our diets?

We appreciate our local businesses now 
more than ever before. How can we support 
them as we recover? We need stimulus dollars 
going to our communities to create local and 
sustainable jobs. We do not need more money 
going to sunset industries like oil and gas, that 
already receive enormous subsidies. When 
we invest in climate solutions like renewable 
energy and energy efficiency, we create 
considerably more jobs per dollar invested 
than in the fossil fuel sector.

This pandemic has exposed the vast 
inequities in our culture. Low wage workers 
in our care homes, cleaning services, and food 
systems keep our community safe and cared 
for in this pandemic, as well as in ordinary 
times. Poor communities around the world 
are being hit the hardest by this pandemic. 
Similarly, climate change impacts the poor 
and vulnerable the most, although no one is 
spared from its impacts. As we recover and 
rebuild, let’s be sure solutions improve the 
lives of the most vulnerable, and consider 
non-human life as well. 

We are listening carefully to scientists’ 
recommendations to keep ourselves and 
our community healthy and safe during this 
pandemic. Scientists have been warning 
us for decades that we need to take care of 
our planetary health. We need to “flatten the 
curve” of climate change to rapidly reduce 
our climate pollution to avoid disastrous 
outcomes. We know we have the tools at hand 
to shift to clean energy, implement sustainable 
forestry and agricultural practices, and restore 
landscapes that have been degraded by 
humans. Making it more expensive to pollute 
helps make this shift easier.

Recognizing our shared humanity, 
we have participated in untold acts of 
kindness and caring during this pandemic. 
We are staying better connected to loved 
ones, helping neighbours and strangers alike. 
Even the act of physical distancing has care 
for others at its core to limit spreading the 
virus to vulnerable populations. Extending 
our kindness to the rest of life with whom 
we share our planet is a good next step. 
Indigenous cultures and many faith groups 
consider caring for the earth as a fundamental 
moral obligation.

On this golden anniversary of Earth Day, 
please consider how we can work together to 
recover our own health, our local economy, 
and our planetary health after this pandemic 
passes. 

Laura Sacks and Judy O’Leary 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby, West 

Kootenay chapter
Nelson
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Keith Greenhalf’s video blog begins 
with ’90s-style special effects, cheesy 
music, comedy and singing. But the 
tone of the Nakusp Elementary School 
counsellor’s video belies the serious 
content inside.

“Today, I’d like to talk to you about 
fear and the media,” Greenhalf says in 
one video. “And it’s kind of a check-in 
to how we’re doing with this whole 
COVID-19 situation.”

Greenhalf’s 10-minute videos are 
designed to help students deal with the 
new reality facing the district’s education 
system.

“I really wanted to reach into the 
families and homes of all the students I 
support,” Greenhalf told the Valley Voice. 
“So I wanted to continue to connect with 
students with lessons on emotions and 
conflict resolution, things like that, and 
do it the best way I could remotely.”

Greenhalf is just one of hundreds of 
teachers and school administrators in the 
province taking their jobs into brave new 
worlds of delivery these last few weeks.

Like elsewhere in BC, School 
Districts #8 and #10 have had to re-tool 
how they work, to meet new demands 
to keep staff and students safe from the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Schools haven’t been closed in 
BC, but classroom instruction has been 
suspended. The districts were to ensure 
staff were kept safe, that essential service 
workers had access to ‘school care’ for 
children, that vulnerable persons in the 
school system were safe; and somehow, 
education had to go on.

With those four parameters, 
educators were tasked with figuring out 
how to get it done.

Work began just as spring break 
started for students.

In both school districts, custodial 
staff did deep cleaning of the school 
buildings and equipment; playgrounds 
were closed and public access to facilities 
suspended. 

Families of essential service workers 
were contacted about care for their 
children. Care centres were set up in 
Nelson, Creston, and Nakusp, near local 

Coronavirus has closed classes, but created new options for learning
hospitals. SD #8 has now expanded 
this service as of April 20 and opened 
all elementary schools to children of 
essential service workers, students with 
unique needs, and low income families 
with no other childcare options.

Teachers spent the first week back 
reconnecting with students in the new 
reality. Then they had to come up with 
plans to continue teaching as best they 
could. For SD #8, and SD #10, it’s meant 
approaching the problem with an eye on 
both their resources and their limitations.
SD #8 moves online

If anything, the transition to remote 
or distance learning has been reasonably 
smooth in SD #8, which includes schools 
in the lower Slocan Valley, Kaslo and 
Meadow Creek.

“Because we cover 55,000 square 
kilometres anyway, we were already 
ahead in many, many ways,” says 
Dr. Christine Perkins, the district 
superintendent. “All of our schools are 
ready as far as learning with technology 
is concerned. We already use Zoom 
(video conferencing software) with 
board meetings, so we were already on 
board with things the rest of the world 
are just now finding out about, which is 
kind of fun.”

Perkins says it’s been going well, but 
it’s still pretty early.

“We are pleased how everyone 
has jumped on board and some of the 
facilitation has allowed us. In some ways 
it has made us more connected.”
Online programs

Perkins says SD #8 is trying to get 
the idea across that there’s going to be 
new ways of communicating between 
teachers and principals, parents and 
students. Besides Zoom meetings, 
teachers are reaching out by phone, 
or online with Google Classroom, 
Facebook, Messenger, ClassDojo, 
Instagram, and a dozen other software 
tools.

But Perkins also says the district is 
moving slowly. Teachers spent their first 
week just getting in touch with families, 
making sure students were safe, gauging 
how the families were doing, and 
exploring options for continuing lessons.

“We are trying to give everyone time 

to adapt to the new norms,” says Perkins. 
“And that’s why we’re going very slowly 
at the start, to make sure everyone is 
on board and know they shouldn’t be 
travelling, social distancing, washing 
hands, and school is not accessible.”

“We are going in baby steps so 
everybody does not feel overwhelmed 
right off the start.” 

Where access to the internet or 
even computers is an issue, the board is 
loaning equipment to students or parents, 
and working with telecom providers 
to help secure access. Those tools are 
handed out according to need and the 
schedule. Graduating students, for 
instance, are given priority to complete 
their assignments that will be needed for 
acceptance to higher learning institutions. 
SD #10 copes with 
connection, poverty issues

The much smaller SD #10, covering 
the Arrow Lakes and north Slocan 
Valley, have implemented many of the 
same measures, but adapted to local 
conditions.

SD #10’s area is more rural, less 
populated, and generally poorer than 
many other parts of the Kootenays. 

School District Superintendent 
Terry Taylor says in some schools, the 
administration will have to provide 
up to half the students with devices 
they can use at home to access online 
programming and gathering spaces. But 
even that can be a problem.

“About 30% of our families don’t 
have access to Wi-Fi or Internet,” says 
Taylor. “Others have cell service, but 
no devices.

“The more rural and remote your 
communities are, and the greater number 
of families who live in poverty, the less 
likely it is you can look at universal 
remote learning using technology,” she 
adds. “We are trying to overcome those 
barriers and obstacles for our parents.”

That’s meant on a limited basis, with 

very tight restrictions, some teachers 
are bringing in students for face-to-face 
instruction.

“We’re providing support to some 
students who are vulnerable learners,” 
says Taylor. “Recognizing that one of 
the consequences of suspending classes 
is that the most vulnerable children and 
families have challenges. We do that of 
course following public health guidelines 
– physical distancing, maintaining 
that cleaning on high-touch surfaces, 
arranging appointments and times, etc. 

“It’s helping make a difference for a 
number of our kids.”

Taylor says direct instruction is 
being provided in three of the district’s 
six schools. And the district is supporting 
the teachers in how they decide to 
provide the service.

“The overarching premise I’ve been 
working on, working with our teachers, 
teachers’ unions, principals and vice-

principals, is that it’s the teacher that 
knows their own capacity. We have to 
trust their professional autonomy within 
the guidelines of the provincial health 
officer,” she says. 
Changes permanent

Right now, however, talk about 
returning to business-as-usual classroom 
teaching for all is not even in the planning 
stages. That awaits future developments 
with the pandemic and the directions set 
by the provincial health officer.

But over at SD #8, Perkins figures 
lessons being learned now – both by 
students and staff – mean nothing will 
be quite the same, even when in-class 
instruction resumes.

“I think some of this will be 
incredibly transformative and positive,” 
she says. “A lot more comfort around 
digital learning for sure will take place, 
and I think that is a great skill set for 
everyone to have.”

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• Directors and staff attended by 
conference call.

• Community input into the award 
of Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiative and Affected Areas Program 
grants will be provided this year using 
CBT’s online engagement tool. CBT 
has developed a simple online tool to 
support public input. Each area director 
will create a selection committee to 
review the grant applications and the 
public input for their area, and make 
recommendations for the board to 
approve.

In previous years, there have been 
community meetings where project 
proposals are presented and sometimes 
voted on. This process has been 
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

There were concerns around the 
board table over fairness, security of the 
process, and equal access to internet. 
Some directors wondered if it was 
possible to develop an online voting 
system for projects, but the board 
heard that is not possible with current 
resources.

• The RDCK’s Community 
Sustainable Living Advisory Committee 

RDCK board, April 16: Online engagement tool to 
be used for CBT Community Initiatives grants 

asked the board to approve a $25,000 
grant for a food security coordinator 
position that would be attached to the 
Emergency Operations Centre. The 
money would be used to leverage funds 
from other organizations to help fill the 
position. 

“It’s working with other agencies to 
ensure they have what they need,” said 
board chair Aimee Watson. “We are 
trying to be preventative for some very 
important issues that could be coming to 
the fore this fall.”

The board approved to hold $25,000 
as leverage funds for the position. If 
no other funds can be found, staff will 
report on the options of establishing a 
food security coordinator with a budget 
up to $25,000.

• Staff was directed to include the 
review of the Area H North Official 
Community Plan in their work plan. 
After discussion, a clarification was 
added that this would include work 
towards a comprehensive land use bylaw.

• The board endorsed Director Suzan 
Hewat to apply to the FCM Standing 
Committees for the period starting 
September 2020 and ending May 2021. 
All costs associated with her attending 
committee meetings will be paid from 

General Administration funds.
• The board endorsed Director Leah 

Main to stand for election on FCM’s 
board of directors for another year, from 
June 2020 to June 2021. The RDCK 
will assume all costs associated with 
Main attending those meetings. Director 
Lockwood (Salmo) voted opposed.

• Chief Administrative Officer Stuart 
Horn gave a detailed update on the 
Regional District’s adaptations due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Parks remain 
open, with site visits to ensure people 
are physical distancing. The RDCK is 
working with the City of Nelson to set 
up a camp outside the Nelson and District 
Recreation Centre where vulnerable 
people can live. All staff is working 
from home except five or six people. 
The finance department has supported 
getting layoffs processed so staff can 
access provincial and federal supports 
as soon as possible. The Emergency 
Operations Centre activated quickly 
and has led the charge on organizational 
preparedness for health and safety of the 
group. “The key thing is understanding 
all our decisions have been driven by 
safety of staff and public,” Horn said. 
“No one has seen this in our time, we 
are shooting from the hip.”

Nakusp Elementary School counsellor Keith Greenhalf.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The Valley VOICE has a 
new telephone number
1-833-501-1700

by Jan McMurray
Kyle Kusch of Nakusp has 

won a $500 Lieutenant Governor’s 
Historical Writing Award in the 
Community History category for Our 
Coloured Past: The Arrow Lakes in 
the Age of Colour Photography. 

“These prestigious awards 
celebrate publications from the 
previous year that contributed 
significantly to the historical 
literature of British Columbia,” states 
a press release issued by the British 
Columbia Historical Federation 
announcing the awards.

The Arrow Lakes Historical 

Kyle Kusch wins prestigious award for Arrow Lakes coffee table history book
Society (ALHS) book was published 
in March last year. A coffee table 
book, it features 350 photos of the 
Arrow Lakes area from 1940 to the 
present.

“This is pretty crazy and pretty 
humbling, and nothing I ever could 
have expected in a thousand years,” 
said Kyle Kusch, archives technician 
for the Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society, in an email interview. “The 
book was simply a fun project meant 
as a coffee table book fundraiser for 
the ALHS – a way to display some 
of the awesome imagery in our 
photographic collection.”

The book started as a slideshow 
Kusch put together in 2014 to entice 
people into the ALHS archives room. 
“The response was big enough – and 
our collection was certainly more 
than big enough – that it wound up 
becoming a series of three separate 
90-minute shows with multiple 
showings and a compilation DVD. 
I think people responded to the fact 
that recent, local history that took 
place within their own lifetimes 
was being portrayed as valuable and 
meaningful,” Kusch said.

Kusch went through the archives’ 
entire image collection over the course 

of three days and shortlisted about 
400 colour images, then trimmed 
them down to 350 so they would fit 
in a 240-page book. “I put them in 
chronological order, and just began 
writing extemporaneously about each 
image. I wasn’t necessarily intending 
to connect the photos to one another; 
it just happened as I kept writing and 
the connections became obvious. 
Landscapes form people, people in 
turn reform landscapes, and so on.

“I let the photos write the story.”
It was former society president 

Rosemarie Parent who submitted 
the book for nomination. “The first 
phone call I received after the award 
was announced was from Rosemarie, 
who has now retired to Maple Ridge, 
and the first thing she said after 
‘Congratulations’ was, ‘I knew 
this was going to happen.’ And so 
I responded, ‘Well, it’s all your 
fault!’ She was the one who hired 
me back in 2012, and she made sure 
even from her apartment in Maple 
Ridge that this book was submitted 

for nomination. I also want to thank 
Karen Marshall for going back and 
forth with me on the proofreading 
for something insane like 100 to 120 
hours.”

Right now, Kusch is working 
from home like many during the 
pandemic. He has uploaded over 
1,000 photos to the society’s website 
bringing the total of ALHS photos 
online to more than 17,500. He says 
there are thousands more to go, 
“many of which you’ll see appear 
on the site over the next couple of 
months as we ride this thing out.”

Another ALHS book, the SS 
Minto by Renata native Bruce Rohn, 
won this same award last year.

The book can be purchased for 
$30 at alhs-archives.com.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

People concerned about spring 
flooding got a bit of relief from the 
weather last month.

A cool March saw less snow 
accumulating at upper elevations – 
though it’s still above normal.

Analysts at the provincial River 
Forecast Centre say snowpack levels 
are generally above normal across the 
province, at 112%. But it’s even higher 
in the West Kootenay, where the average 
is about 118% of normal.

“Despite cooler-than-normal 
temperatures, dry weather contributed 
to modest snowpack accumulation 
over the month of March,” says a report 
on the snowpack released earlier this 
month by the centre. “Most regions 
experienced small changes in snow 
basin index values in April compared 
with last month.”

Officials base their forecasts on 
manual and automatic measurements 
of higher-elevation snowpack. 

Snowpack in West Kootenay still above normal, flood risk present
In the West Kootenay, that 

reading is down by about 3% from 
the measurements in March. The East 
Kootenay basin has about 112% of 
normal snowpack.

Kootenay sensor stations recorded 
levels anywhere from 83% of normal in 
the Nelson area, to Sandon and Barnes 
Creek, which both recorded a snowpack 
of 138% of normal. In Sandon, that’s the 
equivalent of about 1.2 metres of snow.

The good news is, that’s about all 
the snow that’s likely to fall.

“By early April, nearly 95% of 
the annual BC snowpack has typically 
accumulated,” says the report. “Current 
short and medium range weather 
forecasts suggest that significant 
changes to the current snow pack are 
unlikely.”

Forecasters emphasize that the 
snowpack level doesn’t directly 
correlate to flood risk. A lot depends on 
how fast the snowpack melts with the 
onset of spring, and the weather – the 
amount of rainfall that occurs at the 

same time as the freshet.
And with that in mind, there’s some 

concern.
“Cooler weather over the next few 

weeks may delay the onset of melt, 
which can increase flood risks as more 
snow melts into May and June,” the 
report says.

Long-term forecasts support the 
notion that we’ll start to see rising waters 
in the region’s streams and rivers over 
the next few weeks.

“Scenarios that could exacerbate 
flood risk this year include prolonged 
cool weather followed by a rapid shift 
to persistent hot weather (particularly 
in May), or persistent wet weather or 
extreme short-term rainfall,” analysts 
say. “Favourable scenarios would 
include continued dry weather and 
seasonal temperatures.”

The forecasters will update their 
models and predictions in early May.

See the complete report by googling 
‘BC River Forecast Centre,’ and follow 
the links. 

Gently down the stream: a kayaker enjoys a quiet float near Slocan City earlier this month. In a few weeks the snowmelt will make the Slocan River too dangerous to paddle. 
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Village of Nakusp 
New Bylaw Enforcement System
Effective May 11, 2020, the Village of Nakusp will be implementing a new 
Bylaw Enforcement System. The new system will allow the Village of Nakusp 
to deal with bylaw disputes, such as animal control or water restriction viola-
tions tickets, at a local level rather than through the Provincial Court system.
Previously, anyone wishing to dispute a ticket had to appear in a B.C. Provin-
cial Court, an expensive and time-consuming process for the disputant, the 
Province, and the Village. Under the new system, a provincially appointed 
adjudicator will hear all disputes. The system will work as follows:
·	 If the ticket is paid within 14 days, a discount will apply. After a fixed 

number of days, a surcharge is added.
·	 Those electing to dispute their ticket may do so be first contacting the 

municipality in which the ticket was issued (by phone, fax, email or in 
person) within 14 days of issuance.

·	 The disputant will be contacted by a Screening Officer who will review the 
case and, if appropriate, cancel the ticket. If this officer does not cancel 
the ticket, it will be forwarded to the adjudicator, or paid, whichever the 
disputant chooses.

·	 If proceeding to adjudication, the disputant will apply in writing for an ad-
judicator to hear the case. A date will be scheduled, and the adjudication 
will be conducted at the Village of Nakusp Council Chambers. It should 
be noted that the disputant would not be required to personally appear 
at the adjudication. Representation may alternatively be made in writing, 
or over the phone. If the ticket is upheld, the full ticket charge, surcharge 
and a $25.00 adjudication fee (to offset the cost of the process) may be 
applicable and payable.

For more information on the new Bylaw Enforcement System, contact:		
		  The Village of Nakusp
		  Chief Administrative Officer
		  250-265-3689	

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Moe Lyons
• On Wednesday April 8, 

Silverton Council once more took 
up the current challenge of virtual 
meeting and convened at 7:19 pm. 
Everyone was present.

• Council endorsed Leah Main to 
stand for re-election on the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities board of 
directors for the period starting in 
June 2020 and ending June 2021. 
Officially, the RDCK backs Main’s 
nomination and pays her expenses, 
but council has to approve the 
nomination.

• Next up was a request from the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) 
to suspend their lease on the Slocan 
Lake Arts Centre until the current 
pandemic crisis eases off enough to 
allow for use of the building, and/ 
or until repairs on the building are 
completed. SLAC expressed their 
appreciation to the Village for help 
with the BC Hydro bill. Councillor 
Main spoke in support of the request 
saying, “It makes sense to keep our 
cultural and social infrastructure 
afloat.” K. Gordon asked when the 
lease was up but that information 
wasn’t readily available. The request 
was passed.

• Council then discussed the 
Winlaw Regional Nature Park 
boardwalk replacement project. 
Councillor Main said there was 
a “wonderful slide presentation” 
at the RDCK meeting, and that 
the Kootenay Adaptive Sport 
Association (KASA) is taking the 
lead on the project, with the intent 
of making the park accessible to 
all users. Main said it is similar to 

the Galena Trail boardwalk project, 
except bigger and more complex. 
The Winlaw boardwalks access 
wetlands in the park and are for 
non-motorized use. While council 
did not feel they could make a 
financial contribution to this effort 
at this time, they were happy to sign 
a letter to the Columbia Basin Trust, 
imploring them to approve funding 
for the project.

• Council received notification 
that all public meetings relating to the 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives grant programs scheduled 
for April 2020 would be postponed 
indefinitely. RDCK staff were asked 
to develop an online means for 
receiving community input on grant 
applications.

• Council gave third reading 
to the zoning and OCP bylaw 
amendments that will allow the 
former Zion United Church as a 
residential property. Only one person 
attended the public hearing on this, 
as an observer.

• Mayor Clarke and Councillor 
Main are in an ongoing discussion 
with Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing Selina Robinson, 
particularly about housing, and 
currently discussing the possibility 
of tax deferments because of people’s 
cash flow crises.

• Councillor Main’s report 
covered a meeting with MP 
Richard Cannings, who feels that 
communication currently is much 
better than usual, and that MPs are 
meeting and working together daily 
in virtual conversations.

Main has continued her usual 

packed schedule of meetings; they 
are now all online. Main is also 
involved in the local COVID-19 
response initiative, headed by 
Hospice. Detailed information 
about the funding and intent of this 
initiative appears elsewhere in this 
paper.

• When CAO Elliott came to 
make her report, Mayor Clarke 
interjected to say staff had been 
“crazy busy!” Elliott concurred 
with this. Staff has been working 
on numerous grants, year-end, and 
the 2020 budget. As well, Elliott has 
been compiling survey results and 
is hoping to have a draft of the new 
Official Community Plan as soon as 
possible.

A fair amount of time has been 
allocated to sorting out the work 
involved in removing the trees from 
the Silverton campground.

There  has  been ongoing 
communication with SIFCo and 
information about Fire Resiliency 
reports and plans are available at 
www.sifco.ca.

The building permit for the 
Memorial Hall upgrade is being 
processed and hopefully work will 
commence this month.

Numerous discussions about 
COVID-19 are ongoing and time-
consuming, and the CAO attended 
a free webinar on COVID-19 risk 
management.

• Council received a detailed and 
comprehensive 62-page document 
from the BC Centre for Disease 
Control to help explain the complex 
issues around management of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Silverton council, April 8: Council endorses Leah 
Main’s candidacy for re-election to FCM board

by Kathy Hartman
The Knox Hall Revitalization 

Project is well underway and its 
123-year-old bones have been 
exposed. Looking straight up 20 
feet, behind the old lathe, is the 
original ceiling – thick hand-hewn 
roof beams that have been roughed 

The Knox Hall Revitalization Project is well underway.

Knox Hall discoveries made as walls and ceilings removed 
out to give it a slightly curved shape 
swooping to a point. No one has seen 
this ceiling for probably six decades, 
according to Greg McTaggart, the 
Village facilities supervisor and 
project manager for Knox Hall.

It may not be beautiful, but 
you can tell that the carpenters and 
miners who constructed the Knox 
Presbyterian Church in 1897 built it 
with love and pride, from the ceiling 
to the X-crossed reinforced walls to 
the eight lancet-style tall window 
frames. The windows are being 
rebuilt by Jose Botelho with all new 
wooden tracery. 

An empty framed-in space on 
the far wall was discovered when 
the drywall was removed that fits 
a stained glass of a shepherd with 
sheep currently hanging in the 
Silvery Slocan Museum on the main 
street.

Knox Hall was built as a 
Presbyterian Church by local miners 
and carpenters only five years from 
New Denver becoming an official 
townsite. According to Heritage 
BC, “The church utilized its upstairs 
space for Sunday services, special 
Christmas presentations, weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, ice cream and 
farewell socials. The 1901 Census 

showed 119 people identifying 
as Presbyterian making Knox the 
largest congregation in New Denver. 
The downstairs space was used 
for the Sunday School started in 
1904, meetings held by the Ladies 
Aid Society and as a classroom for 
the kindergarten children from the 
Japanese Internment Camp from 
1942-1946. By the 1960s, church 
attendance began to drop off and the 
last services were held in 1969. The 
Knox Hall is used as a public hall 
and library.”

McTaggart gave the history of 
the three ceilings that were exposed. 
There is the original lathe ceiling 
from 1897, with two thick steel 
cables added in 1899 to keep the 
walls from being pushed out by the 
snow load. The second ceiling was 
installed in the ’50s and then the 
final drop ceiling most likely went 
in during the ’70s. It is the hope of 
the builders that the new ceiling will 
preserve the look of the original. 

The removal of the old rafters 
and roof begins the week of April 
20. New rafters and asphalt shingles 
similar to the original roofing will be 
installed. The siding will also look 
much like the original but made of 
fire-proof cement board.

The inside is getting a full make-
over now that an abatement team has 
removed the hazardous lead paint 

and wallboard and disposed of it 
properly. The walls, windows and 
floor will be replaced. The kitchen 
and bathrooms will be modernized. 
There will be a new heating system 
installed with separate controls for 
the upstairs and the basement. The 
basement’s Reading Centre will 
be getting a new learning nook 

with several computers and a big 
screen for webinars. There will 
also be proper radon venting in the 
basement. 

Under the Public Health Act, 
construction work may continue as 
long as the COVID-19 protocols are 
followed. The project’s completion 
date is sometime in September 2020.
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NAKUSP & AREA
Burton City Cider
Open by chance or appt. Pizza Take Out, Cider and Beer Thursday 4-7 pm
Orders: Text or Call 250-265-7044
info@BurtonCityCider.ca  www.burtoncitycider.ca  Online ordering available

Chumley’s Restaurant
Open Tuesdays only, 4-7 pm for take-out
Halibut and limited menu available.  Call to order 250-265-3331

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Jennifer Chocolates
Open/Closed status: Open 10 am to 4 pm, Monday to Saturday, closed on Sundays.
If you want to take additional distancing precautions, you can order and pay 
online at www.JenniferChocolates.com and your order will be ready for quick 
pick-up the following day. 
Phone 250-265-1799 or email jennifer@jenniferchocolates.com

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Leland Hotel
Off-Sales: 11 am-11 pm; if door is locked, call 250-265-3314.
Restaurant: Open 4-8 pm for takeout. Closed Tuesdays. 250-265-3314

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

NACFOR
The NACFOR office will be closed to the public until further notice. Please 
call the office at 250-265-3656 between 8 am and 5 pm, Mon-Fri, to leave 
a message and your call will be returned. Alternatively, you can email info@
nakuspcommunityforest.com.

Nakusp Computers 
Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp General Store
Open 10 am-2 pm or call us to make arrangements to come at other times
Sanitizing and bleaching. 250-265-8423

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #20
Closed as of March 17
The office is operating on limited hours.
Phone messages and emails will be answered.
250-265-3033, legionna@columbiacable.net
If you require medical equipment, call Tracy 250-265-3493

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Nakusp Tirecraft
Open
250-265-4438, https://tirecraft.com/tirecraft-nakusp/ Facebook: @tirecraftnakusp

Selkirk Realty
The office is closed, but the agents are working remotely and more than 
happy to help! They can be reached directly, or via 250-265-3635 or Nakusp@
royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Wilf Hewat Repairs LTD.
Open
250-265-4388, Facebook: @hewatrepairs

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max Customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Treasure Trove
Open 10 am-3 pm Mon-Sat
Will deliver
250-265-2161; heathermaxfield@gmail.com

COMMUNITY

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!
Paddy Shack
Open Tues-Sat 11:30 am-7 pm
250-265-3255

KASLO
Cornucopia
Open Mon-Sat, 10 am-4 pm. Closed 12-1 daily
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Kaslo Clothes Hanger
Closed temporarily
Call 250-353-9688 for appointments; leave message

Kaslo Hotel
Closed, but take-out and off-sales available Thurs-Sun, 3-8 pm
Go to the Kaslo Hotel Facebook page for menu and details
Call 250-353-7714 to order

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For Prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, (250)505-4722

Mel B Digital
Open by appointment, in office or in home
Please do not use random cleaners on your electronics, we have specific safe 
sanitizers to protect your devices.
www.melbdigial.com, info@melbdigital.com, Facebook.com/melbdigital

SS Moyie National Historic Site and Kaslo Visitor Centre
Closed during the pandemic
Please visit our website for information on the ship.  www.klhs.bc.ca
250-353-2525; vcmanager.kaslo@gmail.com

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food take-out
Phone orders and delivery available.  250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo
Open by email, phone or appointment
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Willow Home Boutique
Open for appointments by email, Facebook message or call us
250-353-2257, whg@kaslo.org, facebook.com/willowhomeboutique/

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Bosun Hall/LACE/The Donation Store
Closed to the public until further notice.

Charlie’s Needful Things
Toys, Food, Basic Necessities
Open Mon-Sat, 4-8 pm
Call anytime if you need something!  250-777-3789

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am-5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry
Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you 
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned 
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0
Mailing: PO Box 550, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0
Phone 250-358-2500, Fax 250-358-2524

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Nuru Coffee Bar
Open for business
Tues-Sat, 9 am-4 pm
GRAB ’N GO
513-6th Ave, New Denver 

Raven’s Nest
Temporarily closed until such time as it is appropriate to reopen. Please check our 
FB page – Facebook.com/RavensNestBC – for updates, stay calm and stay well!

Sew Much More
Open by appointment only
1-250-551-6509,kathyprovan@gmail.com, www.sewmuchmoreyarn.com, 
Facebook & Instagram

Valhalla Inn
Restaurant open for take-out 11 am-8 pm
Liquor off-sales available with food purchase
Pick-up only (no delivery)
To order, call 250-358-2228 ext 0

Village of New Denver 
(Village Office, Knox Hall, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, Centennial 
Campground, Silvery Slocan Museum)
Closed to the public until further notice.
For inquiries, please phone or email the Village Office. Check our website for 
regular updates.
250-358-2316, office@newdenver.ca, www.newdenver.ca

SLOCAN
Harold St Café – Apr 23 and May 7
Open for take-out 
7 days a week, 10 am-7pm
250-355-2663

Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Village of Slocan - Office
Office open by appointment only – please call 250-355-2277
Usual services offered. Special electronic payment options available.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground, 
Playgrounds
Temporarily Closed
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open by appointment only. Order requests can be 
sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-226-7744 for pick-up using 
our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local ship rate and all local orders 
over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly. Our online shop is https://
emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online or 
via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome. 
All classes have moved online at this time.
250-226-7744, www.emeryherbals.com, FB and Instagram @emeryherbals

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery
Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Spinning Fables Children’s Store
Now open Fri/Sat by appointment only.
Please email us at: spinningfables@gmail.com to book an appointment.
Follow us on Facebook for updates: https://www.facebook.com/spinningfa-
bles/
Follow us on instagram for updates: @spinningfables_slocanvalleybc
spinningfables.ca

Winlaw Brew Op
Open by appointment only
250-226-7328, winlawbrewop@telus.net

CRESCENT VALLEY
Maple Leaf Store
Open 6:30-9 M-F; 7-9 Sat; 7:30-8 on Sun
250-359-7996
These listings have been put together by the Valley Voice. 

Your business could be listed here 
for only $10 + GST
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BOOK RETURNS
A reminder that the both Knox Hall and Reading Centre are 
closed for renovations. If you still have Reading Centre books 
or materials on loan, please return them at the Village Office 
– a return box has been placed outside the front door for your 
convenience. 

OPEN BURNING BAN
Residents are advised that there is currently a provincial ban 
on open burning which will remain in effect until June 15, 
2020.  Campfires are still allowed within the Village boundaries, 
provided they are smaller than 2 feet by 2 feet.  As a result of 
the provincial ban, the Village will not be issuing open burning 
permits this spring, but will continue with Arbour Day collection 
to assist residents with the removal of yard waste from their 
properties.  Any questions can be directed to the Village Office. 

COVID-19 ECONOMIC SUPPORTS
There are federal and provincial supports available for individ-
uals facing hardship as a result of COVID-19.  For the latest 
information about provincial programs, please visit gov.bc.ca/
covid19 or call 1-888-268-4319.  For information about federal 
programs, please visit Canada.ca or call 1-800-959-2019.  

SUPPORT SERVICE FOR BC BUSINESSES
To help B.C. businesses affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the B.C. government launched a new B.C. Business COVID-19 
Support Service website: https://covid.smallbusinessbc.ca. 
Business owners can use this resource to answer pressing 
questions about support available to them from the provincial 
and federal governments, industry, and community partners. 
Find announcements as well as a variety of important resourc-
es, including webinars and practical tools and a dedicated 
phone line. Advisors can be reached by phone toll-free at 1-833-
254-4357, by email covid@smallbusinessbc.ca and live chat.
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Welcome to our 12th gallery season

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

May 15-30		 Ursula Abresch
June 2-20		 Barbara Maye
June 23-July 11	 Patricia Palmer
July 14-Aug.1	 Allan Dunfield
August 4-22	 Betty Fahlman
Aug.25-Sept.12	 M.-C.Claveau
Sept. 15-Oct.10	 Charlene & Michael Duncan

by Kathy Hartman
•  Mayor  Leonard Casley, 

Councillors Vern Gustafson, Colin 
Moss, Gerald Wagner and CAO 
Catherine Allaway attended in person 
with appropriate physical distancing 
and Councillor John Fyke attended 
digitally.

• Mayor Casley reported on a 
discussion with Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union (KSCU) concerning the 
temporary closure of the New Denver 
branch. Casley has several concerns: 
residents who can’t access banking 
online, the lack of paper records 
with phone banking, the inability to 
access funds for those who don’t have 
ATM cards, and residents who need 
documents from their safe deposit 
boxes. KSCU staff are currently 
working in the building as a call 
centre. Casley suggested that they 
could be available to support residents 

New Denver council, April 14: Temporary closure of KSCU creates complications
by appointment while still keeping 
everyone safe. He suggested that if a 
resident needs banking support to call 
the Village office and he will take it to 
the credit union. The CAO suggested 
that, since banking is under federal 
jurisdiction, residents can contact 
their MP.

• The Village of New Denver 
will provide up to $1,500 in-kind 
assistance to the New Denver 
Hospice Society for the COVID-19 
Community Action Team (CCAT), 
an informal group of area citizens 
who have been meeting since mid-
March 2019 to discuss and address 
community needs arising as a result 
of the pandemic. CCAT has begun 
making masks and head coverings for 
nurses. The masks will be available 
to the public at the pharmacy for 
a small donation that goes to this 
year’s graduating class. The group 

also hopes to begin a program where 
local restaurants make box lunches 
for vulnerable or at-risk residents. 
They have a sizeable volunteer list of 
residents willing to help by delivering 
groceries, prescriptions, box lunches, 
etc. In-kind assistance can take the 
form of advertising, photocopying or 
staff time. 

• A letter from a New Denver 
senior requesting a change to the 
garbage collection start time, was 
received for information. The resident 
was upset that at 87 he needs to get up 
by 7 am to get his garbage to the curb 
by 8 am, and his garbage is not always 
picked up that same day. He asked that 
the Village reconsider the policy, even 
just for senior residents. The Solid 
Waste Management Bylaw states that 
no garbage shall be placed curbside for 
collection prior to 6 am on collection 
days. The public works crew starts 
work at 7 am but does not commence 
residential waste collection prior to 
8 am on Tuesdays. This schedule 
allows the crew to complete garbage 
collection in a single day, even during 
seasons of peak volume. It also allows 
for emptying of the commercial 

bins prior to the start of the business 
day to limit conflicts with parked 
vehicles or other traffic. Changes to 
the garbage collection process can be 
made but should involve input from 
residents in order to ensure that the 
new system meets community needs. 
Input will need to be deferred until 
the COVID-19 situation is resolved. 
Temporary solutions suggested were 
to chain a bear-proof garbage can to a 
post by the road (cannot interfere with 
snow plowing) or request assistance 
from a community volunteer to help 
in the morning.

• All public meetings relating to 
the Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives and Affected Areas grant 
programs are postponed indefinitely. 
CBT is working quickly to develop 
an online public engagement tool to 
receive community input on grant 
applications. The goal is to ensure 
that the grant monies are delivered to 
all communities with as little delay 
as possible.

• The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development progress report for 
March was received. Highlights 
included providing assistance to local 

business and economy re: COVID-19, 
hiring a Slocan Valley Agricultural 
Coordinator, hiring Slocan Valley 
Cannabis Liaison, digital media 
development, coordinating Google 
Map project in partnership with 
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association 
(ASTA) and Kootenay Rockies 
Tourism, working with ASTA to 
identify needs/ supports for tourism 
businesses, beginning a regional 
economic recovery plan, creating the 
COVID-19 Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Response Facebook 
page, and assist with the Slocan Valley 
production of hand sanitizer.

• BC Hydro sent information on 
their COVID-19 Relief Fund program 
which allows residential customers 
that have lost their income as a result 
of COVID-19 to apply for a credit 
of three times their average monthly 
bill. Small business customers that 
are currently closed as a result of 
COVID-19 measures can apply to 
have their electricity use charges 
waived for up to three months. 
Customers have until June 30 to 
apply for bill relief at bchydro.com/
covid19relief.

by Jan McMurray
Kootenay Food, in partnership 

with the Slocan Food Bank, has just 
launched a weekly doorstep delivery 
service for Slocan Valley residents.

“The food bank in Slocan 
reached out to us and asked if we 
could help with getting groceries, 
pharmaceuticals, etc. to people from 
vulnerable populations, so we came 
up with a plan quickly,” said Shauna 
Fidler of Kootenay Food.

The service is free for those in 
need, and costs $10 for those who 
want to pay it forward.

The Kootenay Food van, a 
large cargo van procured by the 
organization last year, will be loading 
up in Nelson and delivering to people 
up the valley on Fridays. Fidler says 
they will also be picking up from 
Slocan Valley businesses one day 
per week.

Many Nelson grocery stores, 
pharmacies and the Nelson Farmer’s 
Supply are on board. Slocan Valley 
businesses are also signing up – 
Legendary Meats, Emery Herbals, 
the Valley Kitchen, and several local 
farmers. Kootenay Food has reached 
out to the Slocan Village Market, the 
Slocan Valley Co-op, the Kootenay 
Co-op and other stores that are doing 
deliveries and has offered to help.

Fidler says the program will 
help not only residents who need the 
service but also local farmers. “In our 
weekly farmer calls, one of the issues 
they are raising is the uncertainty 
around farmers’ markets this season 
and the difficult protocols they may 
have to follow. So they may not be 

going to the markets this year and 
they are wondering how they are 
going to get their food to market. 
This is where our program comes in 
– getting their food directly to people 
who need it makes a lot of sense.”

Residents who wish to take 
advantage of the service phone 
the participating stores, place their 
orders, pay by credit card, and inform 
the store that Kootenay Food will be 
picking up for them. Those without a 
credit card can make arrangements to 
pay by cheque or cash by contacting 
the Slocan Food Bank.

Both Kootenay Food and the 
Slocan Food Bank, which is run by 
WE Graham Community Service 
Society, accessed funding from the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s COVID 
fund for the delivery service. The 
CBT funding is for 12 weeks. Fidler 
says they hope to be able to continue 
the service after the initial 12 weeks 
with revenue generated from paying 
customers.

Soon, she says, homemade soup 
mixes and preserves will be available 
to order from the Kootenay Food 
website.

“With the food bank, we’re 
procuring nutrient-dense products 
and local people will be making soup 
mixes and preserves in kitchens, using 
provincially mandated protocols,” 
she said. “They’ll be free, or you 
can buy it and pay it forward, just 
like with the food delivery service.”

To sign up for the doorstep 
delivery service, Slocan Valley 
residents (from the junction to 
Slocan) can visit kootenayfood.com/
hub/ or phone the food bank at WE 
Graham Community Service Society 
at 250-551-2879.
Kootenay Food seed 
campaign

When the pandemic first arrived 
in mid-March, Kootenay Food 

decided to invest in the future food 
supply by buying 4,000 packages of 
seeds and giving them away to people 
who signed up for the program.

“It was wildly successful!” Fidler 
said. “Four hundred people signed 
up, and lots are from the Slocan 
Valley.”

People could opt in to grow an 
extra row, and if they did, they got 
more seeds. The food grown in the 
extra rows will hopefully come back 
to Kootenay Food for preserving and 
sharing with the Slocan Food Bank 
and others.

“We’re pretty inspired by the 
number of people who wanted the 
seeds. Lots of beginners, lots of 
people who will expand their garden 
space. And it was so heartwarming to 
hear about some of our local elders 
who grew up feeding themselves 
from their gardens but have scaled 
back now and want to share their 
garden space with their neighbours.”

Fidler says the seeds are of good 
storage crops that transport well, and 
are all from certified organic farms 
or operations that deal only with 
heritage and open pollinated seeds. 
“We got them from all over, from so 
many suppliers, including a few of 
our local farms.”

To help people with planting and 
growing once they get their seeds, 
some local farmers have agreed to 
make ‘how to’ videos. The video 
series is launching soon on the 
Kootenay Food Instagram channel, 
which can be accessed through the 
website kootenayfood.com.

“Grow more food and share more 
food is the message,” Fidler says.

The seed campaign was put 
in motion when the pandemic 
interrupted Kootenay Food’s 
planned programming under its 
Food Recovery program, funded by 
the CBT Food Recovery Fund.

Slocan Valley delivery service launched by 
Kootenay Food and Slocan Food Bank

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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The Slocan Valley 
Economic Development 
Commission wishes to 
thank the Valley VOICE 

for all they do to support 
our local economy.

The Valley Voice is pleased to 
welcome John Boivin to its reporting 
staff.

John is joining the Voice after 
several years of covering the Slocan 
and Arrow Lakes Valleys for a variety 
of online and print publications.

“In this day and age, it’s a 
pleasure as a journalist to work with 
a publication like the Valley Voice 
– one that is known, trusted, and 
respected as part of the community,” 
says Boivin. 

“Where many news organizations 
are reduced to publish ‘click-bait’ 
stories to drive readers online, the 
Voice has struck a different path, 
with in-depth, consequential, and 
meaningful stories that are consumed 
by a loyal and supportive audience. 
It’s a real treat as a reporter to be 
able to return to a news organization 
that respects its readers and the work 
done by its editorial staff.”

B o i v i n  h a s  d e c a d e s  o f 
experience in journalism, starting 
with small-town newspapers in 
the Northwest Territories and 
northern Manitoba, then joining the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
in Winnipeg, Kelowna and the 
Yukon for the bulk of his career. John Boivin joins the Valley Voice team.

New reporter joins Valley Voice team
Since moving to the Kootenays five 
years ago, he has written for the 
Black Press family of newspapers 
in the area.

Boivin comes to the Valley Voice 
through the federal Local Journalism 
Initiative (LJI) program, which 
provides Canadian media outlets 

with funding to hire journalists 
in underserved communities. The 
focus of the program is coverage 
of civic institutions, such as Village 
councils and school boards, that is 
supplemental to existing coverage. 
The funding is strictly for the 
remuneration of LJI reporters.

by Jan McMurray
Words of wisdom and wonderful 

works of art from the children of the 
Slocan Valley are displayed on posters 
at the Slocan and South Slocan post 
offices. One should be coming soon 
to the Winlaw post office, too.

The Valhalla Children’s Centre in 
Slocan and Wee Ones in South Slocan 
are closed for now, but the early 
childhood educator at both centres, 
Natalie Lucas, keeps in touch with 
the children and is coordinating the 
‘Our Children Speak’ poster project.

“We had to shut down both 
centres without much notice, so I 
had no chance to talk to the kids,” 
Lucas explained in an interview. “I 
was wondering how they felt about 
suddenly not being able to come, 
and how they were feeling about the 
whole situation, and if their parents 
had talked to them about it.”

So, she emailed parents with a 
list of questions for their children, 
and asked parents to write down 
the responses. She also invited the 
children to create artwork.

“The parents’ response was, 
‘Good idea! Glad you thought of it! 
And community members should Watch for ‘Our Children Speak’ posters at the Slocan, Winlaw and South Slocan post offices. 

‘Our Children Speak’ posters give the children’s perspective on the pandemic
know what the kids are thinking, too.’ 
So I mounted their words and pictures 
on posters,” Lucas said.

The post offices are good locations 
to display them, not only because of 
the high visibility but also because 
the children often visit them as part 
of Lucas’s early learning program.

“They all know the post office 
ladies and they love going to visit 
them,” Lucas says. 

Predictably, the feedback Lucas 

has received about the posters is very 
positive. “People say, ‘Yeah, kids 
have an opinion and this way we have 
a chance to hear that opinion.’” 

When asked to summarize the 
children’s thoughts on the pandemic, 
Lucas said they are all very familiar 
with the protocols of washing hands, 
coughing into their elbows, and 
staying at home. “I get the sense that 
they really know it’s all going to be 
okay,” she said.
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by Moe Lyons
On Saturday, April 18, a number 

of volunteers from Friends of the 
Lardeau (FLR) climbed up the 
Lardeau bluffs to renew salt licks for 
the resident mountain goats. This is 
the third year this has been done, and 
as local wildlife photographer Jim 
Lawrence says, “We’re delighted that 
to date this has been a success story.”

The story began in 2018, when 
FLR wrote to the Ministry of  
Transportation and Infrastructure’s 
(MoTI) Nelson district manager 
Hugh Eberle. FLR president Rhonda 
Batchelor requested “your ministry’s 
immediate intervention to reduce 
the threat of mountain goat/ vehicle 
collisions on Hwy 31, just north of 
Lardeau.”

The concern was that mountain 
goats were being killed on the 
highway, drawn to the salt and 
minerals on the road. The situation 

Friends of the Lardeau member Sage Raymond wearing a T shirt celebrating the success of 
the Lardeau Bluffs Goat Diversion project.

Friends of the Lardeau thanked for helping to save mountain goats
had become more perilous because 
the road surface had been improved, 
meaning vehicles were driving faster. 
As FLR member Sage Raymond 
remarked, “Young kids were 
especially vulnerable in early spring 
because of their dependence on mom 
and their young age (they weren’t car 
smart yet!)”.

MoTI consulted with a local 
wildlife biologist and the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
and Rural Development to address 
the problem. Biologist Kim Poole 
was given a contract to figure out a 
solution to the problem.

In July 2018 the Ministry 
presented this solution: “An intercept 
salt feeding station was created and 
put in place at Lardeau Bluffs, with 
the intention of diverting mountain 
goats away from the highway. This 
involved spreading 100 kilograms 
of a salt mixture in various sections 

of the bluffs, [three diversionary 
mineral licks] as well as installing 
a temporary wildlife camera to 
monitor the area. Additional salt 
supplies are available if the feeding 
station requires replenishing.” 
A seasonal program of roadside 
mowing, clearing and brushing 
was introduced to increase driver 
visibility. Signage was also erected.

According to biologist Kim 
Poole, “It has seemed to work very 
well; based on remote wildlife 
cameras at the lick sites the first goats 
appeared 55 minutes after we left the 
area! Mountain goats use the licks 
from late April through September. 
In 2019, the first full season of the 
diversionary mineral lick project, 
there was only a single report of a 
mountain goat on the highway.”

Also, according to Poole, 
“Volunteer involvement and interest 
has been huge. Coordinated by Jim 

Lawrence and Marlene Johnston, we 
have had up to nine local volunteers 
at a time help pack bags of salt up the 
mountainside.”

MoTI is very excited about 
the success of the project. MoTI 

biologist Leonard Sielecki wanted to 
recognize the success of the project 
and to show the volunteers their 
appreciation, so they had T-shirts 
made up, which they handed out 
this year.
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SKUNK CABBAGE
Walk the Slocan River or a wetland in 
early March and see yellow spathes 
(modified leaves) of skunk cabbage in 
wet woods. Also called swamp lantern, 
it grows 5’ tall and 2–3’ wide. Skunky 
odor draws pollinating beetles and 
flies. Related to calla lily. Roots are 
food for bears, elk and muskrats and 
were important food and medicine for 
First Nations. 

submitted
Do you wonder what our 

community might need in time of 

New Denver-Silverton volunteers form COVID-19 Community Action Team
a pandemic? 

Last month, when the Columbia 
Basin Trust asked New Denver 

Hospice to serve as a fiscal 
intermediary so that CBT could 
provide $9,500 to the New Denver 
area for COVID-19 relief, the 
COVID-19 Community Action 
Team (CCAT) had already begun 
to identify where relief was needed, 
where volunteers and organizations 
were already providing support, and 
what might be needed in the future.

Over the past two weeks, CCAT 
has helped community mask makers, 
organized by Kathy Provan, by 
underwriting the cost of materials 
and providing guidelines for use. 
(You can now buy your mask at the 
pharmacy; all funds go to support the 
Lucerne graduating class.)

When Wendy Harlock decided to 
keep the laundromat operating – the 
building owner reversed his decision 
to increase the rent – CCAT helped 
underwrite the twice-daily cleaning 

service necessary for community 
protection. 

CCAT is collating and updating 
the list of volunteers for food and 
medical delivery service. 

CCAT now has a free online 
service that any local group can use 
to hold a virtual meeting.

There is also a toll-free helpline, 
1-844-522-7766, where a volunteer 
will connect you to resources like 
support meetings, counsellors, or 
where to get food vouchers. 

CCAT can also help households 
who decide to apply for a one-time 
$500 grant – which could buy an 
iPad or tablet for an isolated elderly 
person or student.

In addition to CBT funds, Walter 
Popoff, as RDCK Area H director, 
has now made $3,000 of COVID-19 
relief available, subject to local 
match. The Village of New Denver 

is providing $1,500 in-kind; the 
Village of Silverton meets this week 
to decide if it can do the same.

If you see a community need that 
is unmet; if you need a little help 
yourself or want to apply for a grant 
for your family; or if you’d like to 
volunteer, please feel free to contact 
a CCAT team member (all of whom 
volunteer as private citizens): Ana 
Bokstrom, Leslie Beare, Therese 
DesCamp, Nick Graves, Janice 
Gustafson, Leah Main, Colin Moss, 
Paula Shandro, and Dean Spankie.

Hearts recently appeared everywhere in New Denver – at the Village works department, health centre, the 
Valley Voice, Silverton Building Supplies, and many more. This big one is on the door of New Market Foods.
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by Kathy Hartman and Jan 
McMurray

Sara Thomas is  the new 
COVID-19 public information 
officer for the New Denver and 
Silverton area.

Catherine Allaway, CAO of the 
Village of New Denver, says Thomas 
will be spending her very part-time 
hours in this position providing 
information to the public about the 
provincial orders that have come 
down during the pandemic. She will 
not be doing any enforcement. This 
may be the first position of its kind 
in the province, she adds.

“This week, I will visit all 
businesses in New Denver and 
Silverton, and will be visible on the 
street and on the trails,” Thomas said 
in an interview.

A paramedic since 2007, Thomas 

Sara Thomas is the new COVID-19 public 
information officer for the New Denver and 

Silverton area.
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New Denver gets first-of-its-kind COVID-19 public information officer
has been living in New Denver since 
2006 and has been the New Denver 
ambulance station unit chief since 
2011. She has helped out at the BC 
Ambulance Service Emergency 
Operations Centre during fire and 
flood seasons in the past.

“I feel passionate about keeping 
our community safe and educated,” 
Thomas said. “It’s important now that 
we have good, factual information 
circulating in the community. I want 
to make sure that people have access 
to good information.”

Allaway reports the Village 
of New Denver, with the support 
of the RDCK, was able to secure 
Emergency Management BC 
funding for the position. The purpose 
is to assist mostly businesses, but 
also visitors and residents, comply 
with the new provincial health 

regulations, reduce transmission 
risk, and keep people safe. Allaway 
stressed that Thomas is not a bylaw 
enforcement officer and will not be 
issuing tickets – she will be providing 
information only.

The position is funded until 
the end of April. Allaway says if 
the service is well received in the 

community, the Village will look 
for further funding to continue the 
position until the end of the crisis. 

by Kathy Hartman
The New Denver Coin Laundry 

will remain open while COVID-19 
measures are in effect. 

“We decided that we would 
continue the laundromat lease on 
a month by month basis due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
landlord Sam Cowan. “It would 
be an undue hardship for locals 
to have to travel during this time. 
We will be communicating with 
Wendy [Harlock, laundromat 
owner] every month on the go 
forward plan. The laundromat 
won’t be going anywhere while we 
are observing physical distancing.”

Emergency repairs  have 
been done on the laundromat’s 
inadequate septic system, with 
permission from Interior Health. 
IH has permitted the continued 
operation of the laundromat on 
the system until the end of the 
pandemic only.

New Denver’s COVID-19 
Community Action Team has 
arranged for cleaning of the 
laundromat with disinfectant twice 
daily. People are reminded to 
physically distance while using 
the facility.

New Denver laundromat given a 
reprieve during COVID-19 crisis

The facility was slated to 
close April 25, after the new 
landlord proposed a significant 
rent increase.
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LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
Pearl is very friendly, loves to play, and can be sweet 
and charming when she needs to cuddle! She is 8 
months-old, healthy and spayed. This long-haired, 
blue-eyed beauty deserves her forever home. To 
find out if Pearl is the right fit for your home, call PALS 
today at 250-265-3792.                                                                
PALS MOTHER’S DAY PLANT SALE HAS 

BEEN CANCELLED FOR THIS YEAR!

by Jan McMurray
• The Bylaw Notice Enforcement 

Bylaw No. 694, 2020 was given two 
readings. This bylaw deals with offences 
that have penalties up to $500, and it 
allows disputes to be handled in the 
Village office with an adjudicator. 
Currently, all Nakusp bylaw offences 
are listed in the Municipal Ticketing 
Information (MTI) bylaw, which 
stipulates that all disputes must go to 
court. This is costly, and as a result, 
the Village has not been enforcing its 
bylaws. Once the new Bylaw Notice 

Nakusp council, April 14: New way to handle bylaw offences introduced
Enforcement bylaw is adopted, it will 
regulate offences with fines up to $500 
and Nakusp’s MTI bylaw will deal only 
with offences that have penalties over 
$500. CAO Cheryl Martens said the 
new bylaw would make it easier for the 
Village to enforce bylaws and easier for 
residents to dispute tickets. However, 
she stressed that the first step is always 
to educate residents about the bylaws 
and to seek voluntary compliance.

Council members felt some of the 
offences were outdated and could be 
removed from the bylaw, and some of 
the fines could be increased. Councillors 
were asked to provide their feedback to 
the CAO.

• CAO Martens made a presentation 
to council about the new bylaw dispute 
adjudication system. She also presented 
a communication plan to inform 
residents about the system.

• Pared down capital and operating 
budgets were approved. The final capital 
budget is $950,051, compared to the 
preliminary capital budget presented 
January 27 at $1,226,241. The final 
operating budget comes in at $4,448,298 
compared to the preliminary operating 
budget of $4,755,341 presented March 
9. See separate story.

• Mayor Zeleznik reported on the 
marina breakwater project. The first 
phase focuses on the western breakwater. 
Divers were out the second week of 
April and located the anchors, which 
are all in good shape. Three hundred 
feet of the new style of breakwater 
system is expected to be installed by 

mid-May. The pieces of old cement 
breakwater that are scattered around 
the lake will be retrieved and stored at 
Crescent Bay Construction, where the 
breakwater will slowly be rebuilt and 
at some point installed from the shore 
to the new system. Galena Contracting 
is volunteering its bridge crew to repair 
the walkway. Zeleznik spoke to Jen 
Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro, who was 
happy to hear there is strong community 
support for the project. He pointed out to 
Walker-Larsen that BC Hydro spends a 
lot on the Fauquier, Burton, Edgewood 
and Shelter Bay breakwaters. She will 
talk to her supervisors about further BC 
Hydro contributions for the Nakusp 
project. BC Hydro has already provided 
$100,000.

• A NACFOR report says harvesting 
is occurring in the McDonald Creek area 
on Baerg Road, and along Slewiskin 
Forest Service Road for Douglas-fir 
beetle salvaging. Plans include planting 
150,000 seedlings in the community 
forest area this spring. Planting is 
delayed, probably to the beginning of 
May, to give the government, licencees 
and contractors time to prepare a 
response plan for COVID-19. The 
report says there is good information 
through several agencies on maintaining 
a safe work environment for harvesting 
and silviculture operations. The BC 
Community Forest Association 
Conference that was scheduled to take 
place in Nakusp May 27-29 has been 
cancelled, but Nakusp hopes to host the 
2021 conference. The NACFOR/ True 

North office is closed, but the team is 
available by phone or email.

• The Nakusp and Area Climbing 
Society, which will manage the new 
climbing walls at Nakusp Secondary, 
is insured as of April 15 as an associate 
member under the Village’s policy with 
the Municipal Insurance Agency of BC. 
The society will pay the $250 annual 
fee and the $5,000 deductible if there 
are any claims. The Village’s insurance 
premiums could be affected if there are 
claims, but increases are capped at 10% 

per year, which would be about $1,500 
for Nakusp.

• Council granted a development 
variance permit to allow the owners of 
property at 397 Marshall Road to build 
a shop before they build a house.

• Staff was asked to prepare a plan 
for alternative energy projects. Council 
would like to be able to respond in the 
event that funding becomes available for 
this. The Village just missed a Columbia 
Basin Trust grant opportunity for energy 
projects.

by Jan McMurray
The final version of Nakusp’s 2020 

budget results in no tax increase for 
property owners this year.

The Village’s capital and operating 
budgets, fairly significantly revised from 
the preliminary versions, were approved 
at the April 14 council meeting.

The final capital budget is 
$950,051, compared to the preliminary 
capital budget presented January 27 at 
$1,226,241. The final operating budget 
comes in at $4,448,298 compared to 
the preliminary operating budget of 
$4,755,341 presented March 9.

 “There are quite a few changes to 
the operating budget due to COVID-19,” 
Mark Tennant, Director of Finance/ 
Deputy CAO, told council. “We’re 
trying to keep taxes flat.”

A 2% tax increase was proposed 
in the preliminary budget, but was 
removed “to reduce the burden on 
taxpayers with the current economic 
uncertainty that exists.”

The final budget also eliminates the 
need for $26,000 from surplus funds, 
“so we won’t be dipping into surplus 
for operating,” Tennant said.

Labour costs have been reduced 
because of layoffs in public works and at 
the hot springs. There is one temporary 
layoff in the public works department, 
and all staff at the hot springs will be 
laid off at the end of April, Tennant said.

Budget numbers for both the 
hot springs and campground were 
decreased on the assumption that 
they will be closed for three months, 
till late June. “Obviously, it’s difficult 
to predict when things will get going 
again,” Tennant said. “We predicted 
three months, but it could go on longer.”

Conference and training expenses 
were reduced in all departments. 

Savings were found in the capital 
budget by deferring to 2021 the 1st 
Avenue culvert project ($533,000) 
and all hot springs projects (backup 
generators, chalet furniture, new 
signage, and a gator utility vehicle or 
mini-truck for $112,500). Replacing 
the deteriorating waterfront memorial 
walkway with pavers ($60,000) was 
also removed from the 2020 capital 
budget.

The Downtown Revitalization phase 
II project (approximately $370,000) was 
deferred to 2021. Councillor Aidan 
McLaren-Caux spoke in favour of 
proceeding with the downtown project 
in 2020 to provide some work to locals, 
but the other councillors felt this was 
not a priority for investment at this time.

Added to the budget was the 
marina breakwater project: $330,000 

Nakusp 2020 budget approved – 
no tax increase for residents

for engineering and construction of 
300 feet of breakwater. This will be 
covered by the NACFOR Legacy Fund 
($200,000), BC Hydro grant ($100,000) 
and a provincial grant ($30,000). 

Also added was a paved pad at 
the emergency services building, for 
$30,000 from the NACFOR Legacy 
Fund.

Another addition is a sidewalk in 
front of NAPA ($10,000), and a drainage 
project in the alley behind ($15,000). 
This will mitigate stormwater flooding 
at the shop, and will be paid for with 
funds from surplus.

A new SCADA system, which 
collects and monitors data from wells, 
the treatment plant and reservoirs, has 
been added to the budget at $33,000. The 
current system is obsolete and has had 
communication errors lately, resulting 
in unnecessary overtime. The water 
reserve fund will cover the cost of the 
new system.

Wildfire pumps at $7,350 were 
added, as well, and will be fully funded 
with a grant.

Staff was asked to look into costs 
of improvements at the Hot Springs 
Chalets and at the campground. 

Councillor Hughes pointed out that 
now is a good time to “make some noise 
and a mess” at the hot springs, while 
it’s shut down. There is $83,000 in the 
reserve fund for the chalets. 

Councillor Miller noted that if the 
hydro were shut off at the arena for three 
months, the Village would save about 
$30,000, which could be invested into 
the campground. Mayor Zeleznik added 
that the washroom at the campground 
would be a priority for upgrading.

Much of the budget remains intact: 
computer replacement for administration 
($15,000); two laptops for the fire 
department ($4,000), three-bay enclosed 
building to store fire department trailers 
($35,000), dump truck ($190,000), tables 
and chairs for the arena ($7,500), sound 
system for events outside the auditorium 
($7,000), commercial kitchen fridge 
for the auditorium ($6,000), Jackie 
James ball diamond repair ($30,000 
carryover from NACFOR Legacy 
Fund), campground expansion ($19,091 
carryover from capital reserve), flow 
meter installation ($100,000), Nakusp 
East Road booster station engineer 
design ($11,150 carryover from water 
reserves), chemical mix tank for sewer 
system ($100,000).

All capital projects are covered by 
reserve funds, NACFOR Legacy Fund, 
or surplus.

The operating budget is covered 
by taxation, grants and fees for service.
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Sump pumps, hoses, 
septic tanks & pipe,  

fence & fencing

Animal feed for 
chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, dogs, 

cats & more

#4 sunshine mix spring special
$900.00 for 30 bales/$30 each/ pallet pricing only/ 

must take whole pallet for this price.

Think 
spring! 

Potting soils, flats, inserts, 
pots,  rakes, 

wheelbarrows, wagons
New inventory of fence 
posts, manures, soils

We are limiting people 
to 3 customers in the 
store at any one time. 
Social distancing of 6 

feet is required. 
Please no sickness 
allowed in the store.

Open 10-4 daily, Closed Good Friday

by Moe Lyons
When K.L. Kivi moved 

to New Denver in 2018, 
she brought her publishing 
company, Maa Press, with 
her. Now the company 
is expanding to serve the 
community in a new way. 
Here in the Kootenays, where 
every third person is a writer, 
many have a book or two in 
mind or in process. How, 
one wonders, will all these 
books make their way into 
the world?

For those interested in 
self-publishing, the answer 
to that question has arrived.

Maa Press became a 
commercial publisher in 2005 
with a mandate to publish 
“radically and reliably 
regional books.” This year, 
they will become Maa Press 
Publishing and Distribution. 
Teamed up with life-long 
bibliophile Catherine Fisher, 
they are  developing a 
multidimensional enterprise, 
taking the aspiring author 
from rough manuscript to 
professional product and 
widespread distribution.

Several writers have 
expressed an interest, and 
discussions are ongoing 
about what role this new 
venture might have in their 
endeavours.

Children’s author Kathy 
Sager is already on board. Her 
upcoming book is Mother 
Reindeer’s Journey to the 

Ellen Burt and Kathy Sager are local authors working with Maa Press Publishing and Distribution. Burt’s book, What Forever Feels 
Like, is already in print, and Sager’s Mother Reindeer’s Journey to the Sun: A Tribute to Mountain Caribou, is still in progress.

Local book publisher now offering distribution service for the Kootenays
Sun: A Tribute to Mountain 
Caribou. Though she started 
out to share a winter solstice 
legend about a reindeer 
matriarch, the project grew “to 
include spreading awareness 
about mountain caribou and 
supporting caribou habitat 
conservation efforts.”

Whi le  she  en joyed 
working with the publisher 
of her first book, she decided 
to self-publish now “because 
I wanted to learn about the 
entire publishing process 
and to be a part of it all. It’s 
definitely a lot of work and I 
have more respect for what 
publishers do each time I 
tackle another step in the 
process.” Sager adds, “It 

would have been at least ten 
times more work for me to 
figure it all out without Maa 
Press’s support and wisdom. 
They have been a pleasure 
to work with and I would 
definitely recommend them 
to other local writers.”

Maa Press draws on 
their experience in book 
publishing, having contacts 
in the printing trade and good 
relations with booksellers and 
bookstores. They are now 
gearing up to revamp their 
website – www.maapress.
ca. With several titles under 
one umbrella, advertising 
costs are lower, while one-
stop shopping online means 
greater visibility for all.

They offer a range of 
services, including free initial 
consultation, help choosing 
designers and artists, help 
with legal requirements, 
p r i n t i n g ,  f u n d r a i s i n g 
assistance, fact-checking, 
indexing, proofreading, 
and editing, and finally, 
distribution and promotion. 
For their full range of services 
and costs, contact info@
maapress.com.

Maa Press has published 
eight titles. When Canada 
Council cut funding for small 
publishers and Kivi’s book, 
accepted by a publisher, was 
cancelled, she decided to self-
publish. As well as her own 
work, book after book came 

her way. She published some 
people’s books, and helped 
others figure it out themselves. 
“Expansion,” says Kivi, “was 
a natural outgrowth of the 
whole trajectory.”

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  K i v i 
knew the perfect person to 
launch this new enterprise – 
Catherine Fisher. After years 
working in libraries, in 1993, 
she was hired at Oliver Books 
(now Otter Books) in Nelson. 
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“In my 25 years at Otter,” 
she says, “I learned a great 
deal about book retailing, 
publishing, and wholesaling.”

Fisher notes a huge 
upsurge in local publishing 
as well as self-publishing. 
Each year, Otter Books adds 
an average of 10 new books 
by local authors, most of them 
self-published, and carries 
more than 150 local interest 
titles.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details   
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

submitted
D u r i n g  t h e s e 

unprecedented times of 
isolation in our homes, the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council 
offers everyone a challenge/ 
opportunity to discover 
and delve into their artistic 
nature – to find their muse 
– and to share their corona-
inspired creations on the arts 
council website. This creative 
opportunity is open to all ages.

In 1887, Mark Twain said: 
“Most of us contain Music 
and Truth, but most of us 
can’t get it out.” Here’s a 
chance to change that. Dust 
off that ukulele that’s been 
languishing in the closet and 
work up a new tune. Or pick 
up that paintbrush and paper 
and give us your impressions 
of this glorious spring weather. 
Got something to say? Here’s 
a platform. And lip sync folks 
– take note.

Let your imagination 
soar. The purpose here is to 
stimulate creative activity, 
produce and polish a piece of 
work, and to have fun – plus 
entertain one another during 
this time of social isolation. 
We are not expecting the 
Bard or Picasso to emerge, 
but who knows? The point is 
to rise to the challenge, get on 

Slocan Lake Arts Council calls for corona-inspired creations
it and have fun in the process. 
Of course that’s after you’ve 
perfected the sourdough bread 
and sorted the family photo 
albums... Not.

Any genre  that  can 
be digitally recorded and 
uploaded is acceptable: 
j e w e l l e r y  d e s i g n s , 
photography or fabric art, 
drawings and paintings, or an 
image of a sculpture. A piece 
of music played, a song sung, 
a dance routine, a juggling act 
or a comedy sketch, a timely 
poem, a spoken word piece 
or a short story or a video. 
Send as many submissions as 
you like and include a short 
note describing your creative 
process.

If you are a singer looking 
for an accompanist, say so. If 
you are an artist in need of 
titanium white to complete 
your project, or wood carver 
in search of a piece of aged 
cherry wood, say so. We may 
be able to help.

This is a challenge/ 
opportunity to rekindle or 
renew old interests and inspire 
new ones, plus create new 
socially-distant connections 
within the Slocan Lake 
Community. Our online 
gallery will be a feast of 
artistic vibrancy to celebrate, 

uplift and connect!
Email a photograph of 

your work or upload your 
video to YouTube and send 
us the link. If you have 
any questions or technical 
difficulties, please contact us 
at slocanlakeartscouncil@
gmail.com

V i s i t  t h e  S L A C 
w e b s i t e  t o  s e e  o u r 
community submissions. 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a 
voluntary 

subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Selkirk Paving is working in 
the area. Slocan, Silverton, 

ND, Nakusp, Fauquier, Kaslo.
For a free estimate

Call 1-800-668-2848
Driveways to Highways

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• The Village will receive a 

Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation seed funding grant for 
affordable housing pre-development 
costs. The CMHC $7,500 grant 
will be matched with a $7,500 
Community Development grant. 
The Village intends to construct six 
to ten units, each with two or three 
bedrooms, on eight lots bordered 
by Giffin Avenue and Slocan and 
Springer Streets. In order to proceed 
with the development, the site needs 
to be rezoned from R1: Residential 
to R3: Multi-Family Residential. 
In addition, a laneway needs to be 
closed officially (it is not currently 
in use). Village staff were directed 
to prepare draft bylaws and public 
notices for review.

• The Village is planning no tax 
increase for 2020 to help alleviate 
the impacts of COVID-19. Chief 
Financial Officer Colin McClure 
presented a draft five-year Village 
operating budget, water budget, 
consolidated annual  surplus 
reconciliation, and community 
works fund budget. McLure said 
Slocan is “pretty healthy… in this 
unprecedented time” and has the 
ability to handle some “cash flow 
challenges.” Village staff will report 
at the May council meeting what tax 
changes local, provincial, and federal 
governments plan to make this year 

Slocan council, April 14: Grant approved for affordable housing project                                                                                                                                         
to further alleviate the effects of 
the pandemic. Council may make 
additional tweaks to the upcoming 
annual tax rate bylaw for 2020. 

Though campground revenues 
are expected to be lower, McLure 
said 2020 will be “a fantastic year for 
the Village on grants.” He also said 
that construction projects seemed to 
be proceeding despite the pandemic. 
The Village has 11 projects scheduled 
for the year (some have been planned 
for years): the Slocan Suites septic, 
Legion Hall renos, stormwater 
work, streetlight upgrade to LED, 
Expo ballfield irrigation, the CBBC 
fibre project, door replacement at 
the Wellness Centre, anchoring 
the breakwater, a heritage design 
plan for the Legion, Harold Street 
beautification, affordable housing, 
and waterfront improvement. The 
microhydro project is still on the 
books but no progress is expected 
this year. The Village has been 
given a one-year extension before 
hydro grant funds have to start 
being used. In addition, the Village 
plans to buy a new excavator and 
continue working on Village asset 
management. Council approved 
the 2019 year-end allocation of 
surplus, transferring $70,000 to 
water operating surplus, and $30,000 
to the equipment reserve.

• Council approved in principle 
Columbia  Basin  Broadband 

Corporation’s request to install 
an underground fibreoptic cable 
and associated equipment through 
Slocan. The cable will come from 
the south along the rail trail. Near 
Slocan, its route will veer east so 
that it goes by the fire hall, then 
along the east side of Harold Street 
to Lake Avenue. At Lake Avenue 
it will turn west to the end of Lake 
Avenue and then snake by the south 
side of the parking lot and past the 
gazebo before it enters the lake. Staff 
was directed to prepare a licence of 
occupation for council review and 
approval.

• Columbia Basin Trust has 
awarded the Village a $16,636 Public 
Arts grant for the creation of a 
sculpture for the ‘Discover the Koots’ 
series. The Village will meet with the 
artists to decide where the sculpture 
will be placed.

• A request from Leela Kapel for 
Village land to be used as a community 
garden was referred to WE Graham 
Community Services Society. 
Councillors thought prospective 
gardeners could volunteer at the Food 
Bank Garden or that WEGCSS could 
put them in touch with local residents 
who might want to share their yards.

• Council agreed to renew 
the lease with the Slocan Valley 
Outriders Association for land east of 
the Slocan Cemetery for another five 
years at a cost of $1 per year. 

• Council approved extensions 
for two projects funded by 2019 CBT 
CIP/APP projects. The WEGCSS 
Farm to Kitchen Intergenerational 
Cooking and the Slocan Valley 
Community Band had to postpone 
their projects because of COVID-19 

closures.
• Slocan’s Residential Spring 

Cleanup scheduled for April 20-23, 
was postponed for the time being. 

• During public participation, 
Dave Frederickson said that now that 
the campground is closed campers 
are camping “wherever they like.” 
He said he saw five vehicles parked 
by Tunnel Road on Thursday and 
three moved over to the beach on 
Friday. The RCMP told Frederickson 
that they can’t do anything without a 
Village bylaw. Councillor Pelletier 
said he saw seven campers in the 
beach parking lot one morning. 
He predicted the problem would 
increase. Mayor Jessica Lunn said 
she is attending weekly COVID-19 
phone meetings with Minister 
Selena Robinson and one item of 
discussion is that small municipalities 
do not have a bylaw control officer 
to enforce provincial pandemic 
mandates. Lunn said she would 
bring Frederickson’s concerns to the 
attention of the minister. Council also 
directed staff to see that large signs 
forbidding overnight camping be 
erected at Tunnel Road, the beach, 
and the Valhalla parking lot.

• In her mayor’s report, Lunn 
said that neither Silverton nor New 
Denver had agreed to contribute to 

the Winlaw Regional Park Boardwalk 
Replacement Project. Area H 
Director Walter Popoff said if Slocan 
would like to withdraw its offer of a 
contribution, Area H could cover the 
entire amount. Council readily agreed 
to rescind the resolution granting a 
$5,000 contribution. Mayor Lunn 
also said the RDCK was investigating 
establishing a dog control bylaw 
for Area H so there might be an 
opportunity for Slocan, Silverton, 
and New Denver to share an animal 
control officer with the RDCK.

• A report from Ron Leblanc, 
Regional Economic Development 
Coordinator, mentioned among his 
other projects (cannabis, tourism, 
business support, digital media, 
agriculture) that he is assisting with 
the production of hand sanitizer in 
the Slocan Valley and working with 
West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op 
on food security issues in the valley.

• Due to COVID-19, Slocan 
council held its April meeting 
digitally. Burly Van Bynen was 
absent. One member of the public 
(Dave Frederickson) participated 
by phone. At Councillor Pelletier’s 
suggestion, councillors agreed to 
test the option of receiving digital 
agenda packages for the May council 
meeting.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Staff at Mount Sentinel School in 
South Slocan are doing their part to 
support front-line health care workers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

They’re taking part in a multi-
organization drive to create face 
shields and other protective equipment 
for emergency and health-care 
personnel in this area.

“It feels nice to be able to 
contribute in any way,” says Danny 
Leeming, a teacher-librarian and the 
point person from Mount Sentinel on 
the project. “I’m stuck at home, so I 
might as well be walking downstairs 
and re-setting my printers every 
couple of hours.” 

The idea began when Leeming, 
and colleagues at Selkirk College, 
School District #20, and the MIDAS 
lab in Trail heard about the looming 
shortage of protective gear for front-
line workers.

Since then, local 3D-printing 
enthusiasts have formed a loose-knit 
band of manufacturers, each taking a 
piece of the equipment and building 
it for later assembly.

“There’s this sort of community-
driven Facebook page that co-
ordinates everything. I’m one of a 
ton of different people who are using 
their school’s printers or basement 
or hobbyist printers to print these 
designs,” he says. “They’ll post to 
Facebook that we need to print this 
model, or that design, or this revision. 
Then we’re to drop them off at these 
locations, and so on and so forth.”

Leeming, who is well versed in 
utilizing digital media tools, brought 
four of the school’s 3D printers home. 
Using designs developed by another 

Mount Sentinel staff help fight health 
worker equipment shortage with 3D printers

team member, he makes the frame 
that can be used to hold protective 
face shields, which resemble welder’s 
masks, for emergency workers.

“I’ve printed about 25 so far,“ 
he says. “I’m having a few technical 
issues with the printers, but I’m 
printing them as fast as I can, and 
I’m doing my first drop off [Easter] 
weekend.”

With everything going perfectly 
(which rarely happens with any 
printer) Leeming says he can make 
about 12 face shield frames a day. 
And he says he can keep it going for 
an indefinite period.

The masks frames are cheap to 
make –  much less than a dollar. But 
the effort has received hundreds of 
dollars in donations from his co-
workers.

“I have a big shout-out to make 
to the staff at Mount Sentinel,” he 
says. “The staff donated generously 
and quickly when I asked if anyone 
would support us. 

“We have enough material to print 
masks for weeks, out of the goodness 
of their hearts.”

He may well have to. The 
pandemic is expected to last at least 
a couple of months this round – and 
return in late fall.

Leeming says it feels good to help.
“I have close friends working at 

the Trail hospital, my bosses’ wife is 
the front-line receptionist for some 
of the ERs in the area,” he says. “If 
I can help keep them a little bit safer, 
if I can stay home and do that, it’s a 
great feeling.

“It makes me feel like I can be 
involved and be part of the solution 
as well, rather than Netflixing my 
life away.” 
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Arrow Lakes Better at Home ​
Wishing everyone Safety and Wellness during this very difficult time.  

United Way Better at Home ​is enhancing services 
and can now help all Seniors with free Grocery and 
Prescription Pick up and Delivery. 
Wellness Check by Phone - All volunteers are 
screened and have had Criminal Record Checks 
completed.

Arrow Lakes Better at Home has temporarily suspended Housekeeping Services at this 
time due to Covid 19.  Sorry for any inconvenience.  
If you are a Senior in Need please call Louella at 250-265-8747 or email louella.cann@
arrowlakes.com or you can phone the 211 
United Way help line number.  If you would 
like to volunteer with Arrow Lakes Better 
at Home please call or email Louella or 
apply with the United Way.

Please don’t be alone in these 
difficult times. Our passion is to 

Support You.  

submitted
Studio Connexion Art Gallery in 

Nakusp embarks on a new adventure in 
these unusual times. New and returning 
artists will be showing their creations 
starting May 15. The gallery will be 
open by solo appointments to start the 
season.

Curator Anne Béliveau says the 
whole line-up was finalized at the 
beginning of January.

She was also organizing a 
second workshop with Plein Air artist 
Marc Grandbois, which now has to 
be postponed indefinitely. “It’s so 
unfortunate. This cultural event usually 
brings thousands of dollars into the 
Nakusp economy,” she says.

The first exhibition of the season 
showcases the experimental work of 
Silverton artist Ursula Abresch, who 
returns to the gallery for a second 
time. Her perspective on nature and 
geography is eye-opening.

Mixed media artist Barbara Maye 
exhibited last in 2013. She is coming 
back June 2-20 with a new series of 
abstract stone sculptures and landscape 
paintings of the places the stones were 
extracted. Barbara lives in Revelstoke 
and is involved with the Visual Arts 
Centre.

Last November, Béliveau had 
the pleasure of meeting artist Patricia 
Palmer in Nanaimo. Palmer’s new 
abstract paintings will show at Studio 
Connexion in early summer, and 

another Vancouver Island painter will 
follow. For the three last weeks of 
July, visitors will be able to enjoy the 
beautiful West Coast landscapes of artist 
Allan Dunfield.

During the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour this August, Studio Connexion will 
host Nakusp artist Betty Fahlman for 
the second time, with her new series of 
realistic landscapes of the region. 

The sixth show will feature the 
abstract landscapes of Marie-Christine 
Claveau from Terrace.

Local artist Charlene Duncan, who 
had a sold out show last year, will wrap 
up the season. She returns with her 
father, Michael Duncan, an established 
artist. Michael does beautiful pen and ink 
work, watercolours and acrylic that often 
illustrate native culture, architecture and 
nature. Charlene paints with acrylic and 
favours birds and landscapes.

The gallery always shows other 
artists from across Canada as well, 
including Brigitte Desbois, Grace 
Croughan, Marc Grandbois, David 
Langevin, Maureen Howard, Tatjana 
Mirkov-Popovicki and others. 

Visitors can book solo appointments 
in advance from 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday 
to Saturday by contacting gallerist Anne 
Béliveau at 250-265-8888 or 250-265-
3586. Studio Connexion is located in 
the heart of Nakusp at 203 Fifth Avenue 
NW.

Follow the gallery at www.
facebook.com/studioconnexion

Summer exhibition series #12 at Studio Connexion Art Gallery

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay has taken steps to start 
protecting historic sites and areas in 
its jurisdiction.

The RDCK’s Rural Affairs 
Committee gave final approval last 
week under the Local Government 
Act to support the establishment of a 

Region’s heritage sites gain protection
Community Heritage Register.

Directors started by adding five 
initial sites to the register.

The initial protected areas 
include the Slocan Valley Rail Trail, 
the JB Fletcher General Store in 
Ainsworth, the Idaho Peak Fire 
Lookout, the Burton Historical Park 
and Campground and Kp’itl’els (the 
First Nations settlement that predates 

Brilliant, near Castlegar). 
The move is designed to help 

preserve places with aesthetic, 
historic, scientific, cultural, social, 
or spiritual significance for present 
and future generations. 

The register is a planning tool 
used by communities interested in 
integrating heritage conservation 
activities into other land use planning 

processes.
Work to protect historically 

important sites and facilities began 
in 2018, with the Regional District 
deciding to create a heritage resource 
directory. A consultant was hired last 
year to help move the process along, 
identifying next steps and holding 
public consultations.

The work was done with $40,000 

raised from provincial sources and 
the Columbia Basin Trust.

Eight of the RDCK’s 11 electoral 
areas are participating in the process, 
including Areas D (North Kootenay 
Lake), H (Slocan Valley) and K 
(Arrow Lakes). 

There are nearly 30 other sites 
that will be considered for inclusion 
on the list in the coming years.

submitted
When students in the valley went 

on spring break in mid-March, they 
didn’t anticipate it might be the last day 
of school for the 2019-2020 academic 
year. Without knowing when the schools 

One Winlaw parent created a colouring page for Winlaw Elementary students to do while the school is closed.

Winlaw families keep connected during COVID-19
will reopen for regular classes, families 
at Winlaw Elementary are finding other 
ways to stay connected, while social 
distancing.

Winlaw parent Lisa Johnson 
designed a custom colouring page as 

a fun activity for the students. The 
colouring page shows the school, and 
Winlaw’s much-loved guitar-toting 
principal, Mr. Francis, as well as an 
iconic piece of Winlaw’s playground 
equipment. The colouring page also 

provides enough blank space for the kids 
to draw themselves and their friends. 

“Even though we can’t gather at the 
school right now, we can imagine it – and 
colour it!” says the artist. 

Many versions of the colouring 
pages have already been shared on social 
media and are circulating among Winlaw 
families.

The kids are also keeping in touch 
with each other by letter writing, and 
one class is meeting online via Zoom 
videoconference on Friday mornings 
to play games. Some parents have 
organized canoe playdates, so that friends 
can get together to visit and adhere to 
social distancing while paddling down 
the river.

Another favourite ritual has become 
the 7 pm valley howl. What started as a 
show of support for healthcare workers 
has grown to become a daily pastime that 
many kids look forward to each night as a 
means to feel a little less isolated.

The Winlaw Parent Advisory 
Committee has remained active and 
is utilizing video conferencing to stay 
connected and brainstorm ways to support 
one another through these extraordinary 
times. All Winlaw parents are welcome 
to join these video conference meetings, 
even if just to connect with other parents 
at this time. The next PAC meeting is 
scheduled for May 6 at 4 pm. Contact 
winlawschoolpac@gmail.com if you 
wish to join.
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VILLAGE OF KASLO 
PARCEL TAX ROLL

A Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel, which has been appointed to deal with 
Parcel Tax Rolls pursuant to waterworks improvement, shall hear from 
the property owner(s) and may review and correct the roll as to errors 
or omissions respecting:

•	 Name or address on a Parcel Tax Roll;
•	 Inclusion of a parcel;
•	 Taxable area or taxable, frontage of a parcel;
•	 Whether an exemption has been improperly

allowed or disallowed;

Written notice must be received by the Village by 12 noon Friday, April 
24, prior to the first sitting of the Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel at:

Village of Kaslo 
Box 576 
Kaslo, BC VOG IMO ( Canada Post) 
413 Fourth Street (mailbox at side of building) 
admin@kaslo.ca ( email)

The first sitting of the Panel will be held: 
Tuesday April 28, 2020, 5:30 pm, Council Chambers, 
City Hall 413 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC.

Parcel Tax Rolls are available for inspection online at www.kaslo.ca 
under the’Village Hall’ tab, then click ‘Reports of Interest’ and then 
‘Parcel Tax.’

We’re Back!! Now open with limited hours and access from 
Tuesday to Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm. We can also prepare 

items for pick up during these hours. Call us or email 
(figments@netidea.com) if you wish to arrange a viewing. 

Thanks to all our customers for their support!

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

Boards by George Lumber Inc.
PO Box 132
Meadow Creek, BC 
V0G 1N0
250-366-4235

Open for business, while keeping our distance.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• Attending in person were Mayor 
Suzan Hewat, Councillors Molly 
Leathwood and Henry Van Mill, and 
Chief Administrative Officer Ian Dunlop. 
Attending via videoconference were 
Councillors Kellie Knoll and Rob Lang, 
and two members of the public.

• Staff presented information on 
options for property tax due dates and 
penalties. Currently the date to forward 
property taxes is July 2. There are 
legislated requirements to collect a 10% 
penalty on late taxes. It may be possible 
to delay the tax payment deadline by a 
month or two, as well as stagger penalty 
charges. Complicating the issue is 
higher levels of government also have 

Kaslo council, April 14: Tax due dates and penalties discussed
deadlines for municipalities to forward 
tax remittances so any changes have to 
be coordinated with them. CAO Dunlop 
says CAOs are awaiting further guidance 
from the Province to see if exceptions 
will be made to the requirements this 
year. “This is to help people having a 
cash crunch this time of year,” he said. 
“We don’t want to be too lenient, we 
want to encourage people who can pay 
to do so. But it can perhaps help others.”

The matter will be further considered 
at the April 28 council meeting. 

• The Western Communities 
Foundation wrote to the Village with a 
$5,000 cheque enclosed for ball diamond 
upgrades. Every year, each branch of 
Western Financial Group is given $5,000 
for the project of its choice. This year, the 
Kaslo branch chose the ball diamond.

• Council approved a donation of 
$100 towards the production cost of 
COVID-19 temporary banners, and 
$500 towards the production of signs for 
trails, parks and downtown. Councillor 
Van Mill and Knoll voted against these 
motions. Van Mill feels there’s already 
enough reminders in the world about 
COVID-19. CAO Ian Dunlop noted 
the more signage, the more the Village 
can reduce potential liability for people 
using those facilities. He also noted that 
the Village would likely be reimbursed 
through federal or provincial support 
programs.

• CAO Ian Dunlop reported that 
the streetlight LED bulb swaps were 
completed for Village-owned lampposts, 

and the Village could see 70% energy 
cost savings. Lorna Louise wrote to 
thank the Village for the new lightbulbs 
on A Avenue. “These LED bulbs are a 
significant improvement – much softer 
light,” she writes. However, she points 
out that the new bulbs still send light 
in every direction and light trespass 
into homes continues. She asks for the 
installment of cones around each bulb 
to direct the light downward.

• Joe Johnston of the Kaslo Arena 
Association wrote to council with a 
heads up that if the arena opens later 
than usual this year due to COVID-19, 
the association would not need as large 
an operating grant. “This correspondence 
is solely to bring this contingency to 
your notice, that extra money might be 
available, and the necessity of advising 
the property insurer if operation is 
curtailed,” he says.

• Council approved an employee 
request for an unpaid leave of absence 
pursuant to the COVID-19 childcare 
leave provisions of the BC Employment 

Standards Act. This was brought forward 
from in camera.
CAO report

• Some local projects are still moving 
ahead this summer, including the Rural 
Dividend funded projects for the Kaslo 
Bay/ shipyards and aerodrome planning 
work. 

• The Kaslo River dikeworks won’t 
be starting this spring, perhaps this fall. 
Project application to the Ministry of 
Environment continues to progress. 
Updated photos of the project sites were 
provided to the engineer. Hopefully 
flood season won’t ruin any more of the 
shoreline.

• New sewer rates have been drafted. 
CAO will consult with the ministry on 
the Liquid Waste Management Plan 
requirements for the new operating 
certificate to be issued and the timing of 
the new sewer area and operating bylaws. 

• Fire ban in Kaslo. Be extra vigilant 
about preventing wildfire. Because of 
social distancing, PPE limitations etc., 
it’s going to be that much more difficult 

for crews to respond to fires.
• Planning/building inquiries. Things 

are picking up for construction, which is 
encouraging to see.

• Kaslo City Hall office remains 
closed. Residents will be able to apply 
for homeowner grant online, so fewer 
people have to come to the office to settle 
their taxes. Skatepark, playground and 
campground remain closed.

• Creekside, some big cottonwoods 
are coming down. The public is welcome 
to let the Village know what trees they’d 
like to see planted in their place. 

• CAO Dunlop reported that he 
attended a number of meetings regarding 
COVID-19, including ones outlining 
the financial or legal implications of the 
outbreak on civic government. There 
are impacts on requirements for holding 
public hearings, contractual obligations, 
bylaw enforcement, etc. Area CAOs are 
meeting virtually to discuss emergency 
management issues. Concerns range 
from campgrounds to capabilities of 
social services.

Kaslo Golf Club plans to open April 25 for members only
by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Kaslo Golf Club executive 
hopes to open the Kaslo golf course on 
April 25.

“We feel it is important to open 
the course for a number of reasons, not 
to mention with our demographic of 
seniors, it gives them an opportunity to 
recreate in a socially distant way,” golf 
club board member and Kaslo Village 
councillor Rob Lang told council at the 
April 14 council meeting.

Lang was seeking input from 
council on opening the course.

Safety precautions would be 
followed in light of COVID-19, Lang 
told council.

“The most important thing is it will 
be members-only for the time being,” 
he said. “We don’t want to attract people 
from other communities to come to 
Kaslo to play golf at this point in time.

“It wouldn’t be wise.”
Other distancing measures would 

include keeping the clubhouse, pro 
shop and locker rooms closed; no pins 
or rakes on the course; one golfer to 
a cart (except couples); and cups will 
be installed upside down, with a ball 
rolling across the hole being considered 
a made putt.

Lang says they haven’t sought 
provincial approval yet.

“All I can say is we have been 
monitoring the provincial government. 
I think it was Monday the Fraser Valley 
Health Association issued a statement 
that all Lower Mainland golf courses 
are okay to be open. I’m not sure what 
restrictions were placed on them, if any, 

or if they are doing what we are doing, 
and devising our own guidelines.

“We are a little nine-hole golf 
course, with a very limited membership. 
It’s not like we’re a big city course with 
500 members, that sort of situation,” 
he added. “We’re a slightly different 
situation from some of the courses in the 
Okanagan or Lower Mainland.”

The idea gained support from some 
council members, who want to see even 
more restrictions relaxed in Kaslo.

“I 100% support it,” said Councillor 
Kellie Knoll. “And I want the pickleball 
court and skateboard park reopened, 
with the same planning in place, too.” 

His comments were echoed by 
others.

But councillors were cautioned 
about endorsing the move right away.

“This is the first we’re hearing of it. 
I think the golf club should forward their 
plan to council,” said Village CAO Ian 
Dunlop. He suggested council review 
the plan at a committee of the whole 
meeting and then consider endorsing the 
idea at its next council meeting, April 28.

Later in the meeting, Mayor Suzan 
Hewat expressed concern about how the 
move could be viewed in the community.

“We’ve been lucky so far and we 
hopefully will continue to be lucky,” 
she said. “But you can’t depend on luck. 

“We don’t want to be the one 
community that says ‘we are okay with 
it, we are not taking it seriously’.”

Provincial health authorities haven’t 
mandated course closures.

If Kaslo opens, it won’t be alone. 
Many other courses in the area say 
they’re going to open soon, or plan to 

as soon as possible.
The nine-hole course in Fauquier 

plans to open May 1, says Marcus Clay, 
the club president.

“With no facilities, no clubhouse, no 
car rentals, it’s strictly golfing,” Clay told 
the Valley Voice.

The course hit a snag while planning 
to reopen, as two of its holes lie on 
provincial parks land. They had to get 
the OK from the province—which has 
closed down all parks – to allow them 
to access those holes.

“We approached the Parks people 
and said there shouldn’t be any problems 
if we open six holes,” he says. “They 
said, ‘well, if it’s just one corner, they 
will waive that for us.’”

Warning and reminder signs will 
be posted around the course facilities to 
have players respecting distancing rules 
while on the links.

The board of the Valley View Golf 
Club near Winlaw is holding a meeting 
next week to consider how it might 
reopen, with restrictions. The clubhouses 
would likely be closed, and a club 
official would monitor that players are 
maintaining social distancing measures, 
said Carolyn Eaton, the clubhouse 
manager. 

Nakusp’s public golf course won’t 
be ready for players for a few weeks in 
any event, said one executive member. 
But the board met last weekend to talk 
about moving towards reopening the 
course.

The Slocan Lake Golf Course is 
also waiting for the snow to melt before 
opening the courses, but is already 
warning players to expect reduced 
amenities.

“The restaurant and pro shop will 
remain closed until further notice,” 
says a notice on its web page. “All 
tournaments for the month of May have 
been cancelled.

“We are hoping to have the course 
open to golfers once the snow is melted, 
as long as golfers are practicing physical 
distancing during their round.”

The SLGC page warns that not 
obeying social-distancing rules “will 
result in closure of the course for 
everyone.”
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Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.ca

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Vince DeVito Shoes turned 40! 
April 1st 1980- April 1st 2020. 

We are open with reduced hours. Need 
something? Call us, 250-352-6261, 

online @ vincedevito.ca

For those customers wanting to stay home 
please call us and we will ship for free 
or deliver within a safe distance.

COMMUNITY

submitted
A new BC Business COVID-19 

Support Service will serve as a 
single point of contact for businesses 
throughout the province looking for 
information on resources available 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The BC Business COVID-19 
Support Service will be operated by 
Small Business BC (SBBC), a non-profit 
organization that is well known and 
respected by the business community. 
The service will act as a one-stop 

COVID-19 support service launched for BC businesses
resource to answer questions about 
supports available to businesses from 
the provincial and federal governments, 
industry and community partners.

“We know that business owners 
are worried about paying their bills 
and covering their payrolls, and our 
government is doing everything we can 
to help,” said Michelle Mungall, BC’s 
Minister of Jobs, Economic Development 
and Competitiveness. “There are 
multiple programs available, including 
the BC government’s COVID-19 Action 

Plan, to support businesses through these 
challenging times. I encourage people in 
the business community to reach out to 
Small Business BC to learn more.”

Throughout BC there are over 
500,000 small businesses that contribute 
significantly to BC’s communities and 
economy. To respond to the needs of 
these small businesses, and all other 
businesses around the province, SBBC 
will offer expanded services.

Advisors are available Monday 
to Friday, from 8 am to 6 pm (Pacific 

time) and Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm 
at 1-833-254-4357. Inquiries can also be 
emailed to covid@smallbusinessbc.ca, 
or raised on the live-chat feature available 
on SBBC’s dedicated website: https://
covid.smallbusinessbc.ca. Support is 
available in multiple languages and a 
call-back feature will be in place to help 
manage high call volumes.

“We know that BC’s usually thriving 
tourism industry has been hit hard by 
COVID-19,” said Lisa Beare, BC’s 
Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture. 

“This support service will help BC’s 
tourism sector manage the impacts of this 
virus and be ready to welcome visitors 
back to our province, when it is safe to 
explore BC again.”

The BC Business Covid-19 
Support Service is supported by the 
BC government and the Government 
of Canada through Western Economic 
Diversification Canada. As the situation 
evolves, both governments will continue 
to support businesses and take further 
action as needed.

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) has implemented 
free yard and garden (Y&G) tipping 
at all Resource Recovery facilities. 
The Y&G program has been fast-
tracked to start earlier this year to 

Free yard and garden tipping at RDCK waste facilities
accommodate the growing need to 
dispose of residential Y&G waste.

“We have implemented many 
changes to our Resource Recovery 
facilities in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and we appreciate our 
residents’ patience and understanding 

as we navigate these unprecedented 
times,” said Uli Wolf, General Manager 
of Environmental Services. “We are 
offering this program earlier than usual 
to allow residents to remove excess 
debris from their properties to prepare 
for the upcoming wildfire season.”

Delays can be expected at all sites 
with increased Y&G traffic. To mitigate 
this issue, there is a limit of one load of 
Y&G waste per week. Please be patient 
and follow instructions to ensure proper 
distancing measures can be maintained.

The free Y&G tipping programs in 

the West and Central sub-regions have 
the following guidelines:

• Residential loads equivalent to 
one pick-up truck bed (less than 2.5m3) 
can be deposited at transfer stations.

• Free tipping of commercial loads 
of Y&G waste and loads larger than 
one pick-up truck bed is only available 
at landfills.

• All Y&G waste must be secured 
while being transported, must be tipped 
as loose material, and any bags must be 
emptied and removed by customers.

• Y&G Waste means biodegradable, 
organic materials, substances or objects 
including, but not limited to: hedge 
clippings, weeds, shrubs, and shrub and 
tree branches less than 15 centimetres 
(6”) in diameter, chipped.

“The COVID-19 situation has 
placed multiple constraints on the 
RDCK waste system that the public 
may not be aware of,” said Wolf. “Our 
team is diligently working within these 
constraints to come up with innovative 
ideas to ensure we can maintain our 
levels of service.”

In order to serve residents better, 
the RDCK is gearing up to accept 
more material types. Using a phased 
approach, some transfer stations will 
be able to accept materials such as 
wood, metal, construction and demo 
materials. More information on this 
will be coming out in the following 
weeks.

submitted
To help curb food shortages caused 

by COVID-19, and provide immediate, 
tangible support for the communities 
served by the credit union, the Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation is 

Kootenay Savings donates $50,000 to area food banks
donating $50,000 to be shared amongst 
11 food banks in the region.

“ B e i n g  a  m e m b e r - o w n e d 
organization, it is our responsibility to 
step up and do our part to ensure all 
our communities continue to thrive,” 

said KSCU president and CEO Brent 
Tremblay. “As the impacts of COVID-19 
continue to grow, the strain on our food 
banks will increase, and this donation 
will help these vital community services 
operating through this unprecedented 

submitted
Campgrounds operated by the 

Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) at Glacier Creek Regional Park 
and Pass Creek Regional Park are closed 
to overnight camping until further notice.

“We are taking this step to align with 
provincial orders made to stop the spread 
of COVID-19, including restrictions on 
public gatherings, closure of services 
and businesses, and mandatory physical 

Glacier Creek and Pass Creek campgrounds closed temporarily
distancing,” said Joe Chirico, General 
Manager of Community Services. “We 
will continue to assess the campground 
closures and have them open for public 
use as soon as it is safe to do so.”

Glacier Creek Regional Park is 
located along the eastern shore of 
Duncan Lake, north of Meadow Creek, 
and Pass Creek Regional Park is located 
across the Columbia River, opposite the 
City of Castlegar at Park Side Road in 

submitted
The Kootenay Lake School 

District is acutely aware that in-
school food and lunch programs 
are an important provision that 
helps to support vulnerable students 
throughout the entire school year, 
which is why they are extending a 
Pandemic Food Program plan.

P r i n c i p a l s  f r o m  s c h o o l s 
throughout the district have been 
distributing grocery gift cards to 
families in need and connecting with 
local food banks.

“We know these are incredibly 
difficult times, and we don’t want 
our students and families to have 
one more thing to worry about,” says 
Ben Eaton, Director of Instruction - 
Innovative Learning Services.

Funding available through the 
Community LINKS (Learning 

time.”
Food Banks BC will be working 

with Kootenay Savings to distribute 
the donation. “We are so thankful to 
the heroes at Kootenay Savings for 
their generosity at this time,” says 
Laura Lansink, executive director of 
Food Banks BC. “Food bank line-ups 
are growing and resources are in short 
supply, however these funds will make a 
tremendous impact and ensure that food 
bank doors stay open and no one is ever 
at risk of hunger.”

Donations to your local food bank 
can be made online at foodbanksbc.com.

The 11 food banks in the region that 
will benefit from these funds are: Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes Community Services, 
Slocan Valley Food Cupboard, Kaslo 
North Kootenay Lake Food Cupboard, 
Salmo Food Bank, Nelson Salvation 
Army Family Services, Castlegar 
Community Harvest Food Bank, Trail 
Salvation Army Food Bank, Trail United 
Church Food Bank, Fruitvale Food 
Bank, Kimberley Helping Hands Food 
Bank, Columbia Valley Food Bank.

Robson.
Other regional parks and trails 

remain open for occasional day-time 
use; however the public is reminded to 
practice social distancing and stay two 
metres (six feet) away from other people.

The public is reminded that the 
provincial health officer has requested 
everyone to avoid unnecessary travel 
at this time, and that includes travel to 
campgrounds, cabins and secondary 
homes.

Further updates about the impacts 
of COVID-19 will be shared as needed, 
and will also be posted on the RDCK 
website.

For more resources related to 
COVID-19, visit the BC Centre for 
Disease Control website: www.bccdc.ca.

Kootenay Lake School District #8 
launches Pandemic Food Program Plan

Includes Nutrition and Knowledge) 
program is being used to purchase 
and distribute grocery gift cards to 
vulnerable families and administration 
is also reviewing budgets and finding 
other means to ensure those that are 
in need don’t go without.

Families that have been adversely 
affected by COVID-19, whether from 
a loss of income, employment or other 
socio-economic circumstances are 
encouraged to contact their school 
principal for more information about 
this assistance initiative.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

GARDENING

NOTICES

HEALTH

mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made Easy!
• Basic Renovations & Construction •

• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –

giles604@outlook.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S1

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations

Serving the West Kootenay

Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

CONSTRUCTION

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

AVIS 
EXCAVATING

Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water lines 

• Land improvement 
• Wildfire Mitigation on 

private land

250-226-7849
250-505-9207

CLASSIFIED ADS

LOST

PETS

IN MEMORIAMFOR RENT

Next Valley 
Voice Deadline: 

May 1 
2020

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
COUNTRY ROAD CAT BOARDING - 
Caring, peaceful setting just for cats. Comfy 
beds, playtime, toys, outside run. Please call 
(250) 265-4131.
COMMUNITY FOOD HAMPERS: 
Anyone in the New Denver, Silverton, Hills 
area needing a food hamper during this 
difficult time call Sue 250-358-7787 and 
leave a contact number. If you wish to donate 
to the New Denver and Area Community 
Hamper Society you may deposit at KSCU 
masterplan account # 1646173 or send a 
cheque to Box 445 New Denver.

THE SILVERTON COMMUNITY CLUB 
regrets to announce that the Canada Day 
Celebrations for July 1st, 2020 has been 
cancelled. Hope to see you all next year, stay safe.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to 
live your dream and own your own business. 
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. 
The newspaper business can provide a modest 
living for you and your family, and wonderful 
community connections. If you are so inclined, 
we would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper people! 
Give us a call at 250-358-7218 for a chat, or email 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support while 
you start your business. To learn more call 265-
3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, Community 
Futures offers business loans, counseling & 
training; and delivers the Self Employment 
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For 
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THANK YOU to the businesspeople and 
helpful neighbours and friends in Slocan.
Sincerely, Jean Patterson

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Society AGM. Wednesday, April 29, 2020 from 
7-8 pm. To be held at the Slocan Community 
Library, 710 Harold Street, Slocan.

3 BDR HOUSE FOR RENT, Silverton. 
1 1/2 BA, F/S/DW/WD, shed, partially 
fenced yard, close to beach. Available May 
1. $1100/ mo. without pets; $1300/ mo. with 
pets. 250-777-1204 for inquiries.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

ELVENDAL FARM GREENHOUSE 
in Hills - Growing wide variety of veg and 
flower starters. Greenhouse opens May 1 at 
113 Reibin Rd. in Hills. Nakusp Farmers’ 
Market May 9th, and 16, somewhere New 
Denver May 17, Kaslo May 18. Pre-select 
with our order sheet, kip@netidea.com, 
358-2660.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
Sending prayers for your health and 
wellness. Stretch, walk, abdominal 
breathing. Looking forward to our working 
together again for your self care. Jessica 
Coonen RMT, shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com.
FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan 
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded. 
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40. 
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505. 
Classes and bodywork postponed for now.

EXPERIENCED BARISTA for new 
coffee shop in Nakusp, BC. Mountain 
Top Coffee Co. Send resume to support@
mountaintopcoffeeco.com, 250-999-7619.

In memory of RANDY DUNCAN
July 12, 1988-April 28, 2011

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but always near
Still loved, still missed and always dear.
Not a day goes by that I don’t think of you.
Miss you so much.

Love Mom, Dad, Amanda, Meagean and 
Kayleigh and families

BILL PATTERSON
May 22, 1961-April 26, 2012

Beautiful memories are wonderful things
They last thru the longest day
They never wear out, they never get lost
They can never be taken away.
To some you may be forgotten
To others part of the past
But to us who loved and lost you
Your memory will always last.

-Love Mom, Neil, Rick and familes

LOST – MY BLUE CANE, decorated with 
butterflies. I forgot it at the Crescent Valley 
Post Office on April 8. It went missing 
between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm. I have a club 
foot and osteoarthritis. I need my cane. Please 
return it to the Crescent Valley Post Office.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the 
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom 
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617. For 
NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/ 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in 
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson. 
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca
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COMING EVENTSLemon Creek 
Lodge & 

Campground
Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

CLEANING

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Nelson  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

WORK WANTED

SERVICES

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

BUYER
Buying old toys 
& collectibles

Toys from the 90s or 
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin 
collections, old video games, 
movie posters, Horror VHS 
tapes & similar items

Call Sam
250-355-2822

REAL ESTATE
EAGLEMAN ESTATE, KASLO: 
Large property suitable for large garden, 
housing development or subdivide into 2 
or 3 parcels. Includes 3bdr house & self-
contained bachelor suite. 250-551-2014, 
www.eaglemanestate.com.

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. LIMITED SERVICES, CALL FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 250-355-0088.

NEW DENVER YOUTH OUTLET invites 
Community Engagement - Do you have a job 
in your yard that could use a little help? Raking 
leaves, digging garden beds, general cleanup 
to prepare for the growing season? The New 
Denver Youth Centre can help. We will pay 
teens to come work in your yard. The Youth 
Centre wants to engage the youth in helping 
community members, and get a bit of payment 
for their efforts. If you can afford a contribution 
towards their payment we will happily accept. If 
you have a job and you don’t have the revenue we 
understand and we can still help. All work has to 
follow safety guidelines outlined by public health 
and we must keep social distance and follow safe 
practice. Call us or email if you could use our 
help at Newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.com. 
or 250-265-8648.

CLASSIFIED ADS

submitted
Since Thursday, April 16, most 

open burning activities have been 
prohibited throughout British Columbia 

Most burning prohibited throughout BC
to reduce the likelihood of human-caused 
wildfires. Camp fires are still allowed.

Category 2 and 3 open fires, resource 
management open fires, and the use of 

fireworks, sky lanterns and burn barrels 
or cages of any size or description 
(except when used for a camp fire) are 
prohibited.

These prohibitions apply to all 
public and private land within BC, 
unless specified otherwise (e.g., in a local 
government bylaw). Check with local 
government authorities for any other 
restrictions before lighting any fire. A 
poster explaining the different categories 
of open burning is available online: 
www.gov.bc.ca/openfireregs

These open burning prohibitions 
will reduce demands on firefighting 
resources and help protect the health 
and safety of the public, as well as BC 
Wildfire Service staff. They will also 
help reduce the impact of wildfire smoke 
on air quality and public health during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. A strategic 
deployment of wildfire management 

resources is critical this fire season, so 
it is especially important to reduce the 
number of unnecessary, human-caused 
wildfires. It is vital BC Wildfire Service 

staff remain healthy to respond to 
wildfires throughout the 2020 season 
and ensure the BC Wildfire Service’s 
response capability is not affected.

submitted
Downtowns across the region have 

emptied, as communities work together 
to stop the spread of COVID-19. This 
sudden shift has been very disruptive 
for businesses. Physical distancing 
has forced closures. Supply chains 
are disrupted. Many businesses have 
laid off staff.

Despite this, many businesses have 
found new, innovative ways to stay 
open. Some have developed delivery 
and pick-up services. Others have 
shifted to online sales. In a very short 
time, businesses have transformed 

Open for business campaign 
supports Kootenay businesses

how they do business. And in an 
effort to support these businesses, the 
Open for Business—Think Local First 
campaign has launched.

A partnership of local business 
s e rv i ce  p rov ide r s ,  t ou r i sm 
organizations, and local government 
are providing free posters for 
storefronts, and shareable images for 
online platforms. As these posters 
go up across the region, community 
members will recognize that while 
businesses may not be at normal 
operations, they are still open for 
business.
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226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Temporarily Closed 
due to COVID-19

Watch our FaceBook 
Page for updates!     

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-01637 A.M. - 3 P.M.

11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

Tax Returns not 
behaving?

Canadian Tax Whisperer 
(est. 1983) 

A small family-owned & 
operated tax and book-keeping 
service is taking on new clients.
For by-phone appointments call 

on Sunday 12-4 to book.
250-355-2822
Sam or Merina 

$60/return
Subsidy available for low-

income clients

The elderly and those with 
underlying health conditions are 
at much higher risk of developing 
serious complications from 
COVID-19 and the restrictions 
for self-isolating can be more 
onerous for seniors. Fortunately, 
new supports and an outpouring 
of goodwill promises to make 
things better for BC seniors. 
The latest initiative is the ‘Safe 
Seniors Strong Communities 
program.’ It expands the role of 
the 2-1-1 phone and web system 
to recruit volunteers and help 
more seniors. Within the first 
48 hours, 2-1-1 had received 
thousands of calls from seniors 
needing help and volunteers 
willing to help.

The program partners with 
bc211 and the Better at Home 

Opinion editorial by BC’s Seniors Advocate, Isobel Mackenzie
program. Now, anyone who 
wants to help a senior simply 
needs to call 2-1-1 or visit bc211.
ca and register to volunteer. They 
will shortly be matched with a 
senior in their community who 
needs help with getting groceries 
and medications or who just 
wants a friendly voice to talk to. 
Any senior who needs help can 
also just dial 2-1-1 or visit the 
website and they will receive a 
call within 48 hours from the local 
Better at Home agency and help 
will quickly be on its way.

Launched only two weeks ago, 
thousands of British Columbians 
from every part of the province 
have already shown their support 
by registering to volunteer and 
undergo the necessary criminal 
record review to ensure we are 

protecting vulnerable seniors. As 
a result, thousands of seniors have 
had wellness checks, groceries 
delivered and reassuring chats 
with caring volunteers. If you 
are reading this and have not yet 
volunteered or if you need help, 
pick up the phone or visit the 
website now and join this growing 
movement that is connecting 
seniors with caring volunteers in 
their community on a daily basis.

COVID-19 is particularly 
difficult for seniors. The case for 
staying at home is compelling 
for us all, but for seniors, even 
outings for the essentials should 
be avoided. Home isolation is a 
sacrifice for all of us; however, 
seniors are much more likely to 
live alone and have no one else 
at home to share the burden. I 

know we have undoubtedly lifted 
the spirits of many seniors by 
demonstrating how much we care 
about their health and well-being.

When the need for staying 
at home became necessary there 
was an immediate rush of people 
reaching out to their elderly 
neighbours and family members, 
checking to see they had what was 
needed. Elected officials at all 
levels of government have been 
consistent in expressing their 
concerns for the most vulnerable, 
namely seniors. Retailers are 
taking pains to dedicate special 
opening hours exclusively for 
seniors and the Safe Seniors, 
Strong Communities program 
has built on this foundation of 
exceptional goodwill.

When COVID-19 is behind 

us, many say we will be living 
in a changed world. The degree 
to which that is true remains to 
be seen. One legacy that will 
last, however, is the thousands 
of new friendships that will have 
developed between volunteers and 
the seniors they have helped. The 
chats on the phone will inevitably 
turn to chats over a cup of tea and 
we will have chipped away at the 
isolation and loneliness that many 
seniors experience. 

We will get through this 
together and we will come out 
stronger on the other side. How 
proud we will be when we realize 
that, when called upon, we found 
our compassion and humanity 
and we showed the seniors in our 
community how much they are 
loved and cherished.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

How does a human-services 
agency care for people in a time of 
pandemic?

Very carefully, says its executive 
director.

“We’ve really had to adjust, it’s 
something new for us,” says Tim 
Payne, head of the Arrow & Slocan 
Lakes Community Services and 
Halcyon Assisted Living Society.

The sister agencies, which 
provide housing, employment 
support, counselling services and 
supported living, began adjusting its 
service models as the pandemic came 
roaring into British Columbian lives 
a month ago.

“ We ’ r e  b u i l t  o n  h u m a n 
connection, and have always had an 
emotional and physical involvement 
with the people we serve. Now that’s 
all of a sudden cut off,” he says. 
“Now we have to adjust to that and 
make sure folks get what they need. 
We still need to find a way to make 
things happen.”
Counselling from a 
distance

One of the biggest impacts has 
been to its counselling services.

“Counsellors have had to work 
from afar, adjust with their clients to 
access them,” he says. “That’s been 
a bit of a challenge for them.”

It has staff wondering if they 
can do their jobs properly, he 
says. They’ve been using video 
conferencing software and the 
telephone to contact clients.

“It just didn’t seem to them to 
have connection to their clients, the 
physical connection,” he says. “One 
of the big gaps was with clients with 
diverse abilities, helping to serve 
them.

“For our counsellor  who 
specializes in this area, it’s a whole 
different ball game. They can’t 
necessarily get on the phone or 
communicate through Zoom. 
They’ve had to do things differently.”

Women’s counsellors and peace 
counsellors are also adjusting to the 
changes. Some techniques now are 
just unavailable, like art therapy.
Diverse needs 

ASLCS is a diverse agency, 
e m p l o y i n g  e v e r y o n e  f r o m 
counsellors to bus drivers, meaning 
there are a dozen different methods 
needed for making sure staff and 
clients are safe.

The people who drive the 
medical buses have had an especially 
hard time adapting their very hands-
on, public jobs to the new reality.

“It was hard especially at 
the beginning, when equipment, 
sanitizers, and gowns and masks 
were really hard to come buy,” he 
says. “It’s still a big one, but we’re 
starting to catch up now though.”

Some drivers have decided not 
to work for the duration, Payne says.

Other essential service workers 
like home care workers are also 
putting themselves at risk, he says.

ASLCS has cut its ‘Better at 
Home’ housekeeping services for 
safety reasons – both at the request 

Nakusp community service agency adapts to pandemic
of the staff and of some of the 
people receiving care, he says. The 
friendly visits have been replaced 
by phone calls, or helping with 
food preparation and delivery when 
possible.

The food bank has also been 
receiving steady donations, said 
Payne, and earlier this month the 
organization launched an Easter food 
basket campaign that was almost as 
big as the annual Christmas hamper 
program.

“We had 95 baskets to give out,” 
he says. “That’s full baskets, hams 
and stuff. It was pretty good for the 
first time out.”
Technology bottlenecks

One of the big challenges has 
been technology, getting both staff 
and clients up to speed with software, 
hardware and internet connections. 

Staff are working from home, but 
many clients don’t have a computer 
laptop or mobile device.

Twenty different programs, 
many with very different needs and 
requirements, make moving the 
service online a challenge.

“We are so lucky because we 
live in an area with Columbia Basin 
Trust. They contributed a significant 
amount of funds for helping agencies 
cope with the extra burdens created 
by COVID-19.

The Trust has handed out $11.7 
million dollars in funding to support 
communities and individuals at 
this unprecented time, including 
ASLCLS.

“It will allow us to upgrade some 
technology, put some technology 
in place we didn’t have before to 
help us work from home; there’s 
supporting families in school where 
technology will play a big part too,” 
he says. “We’re in the process for 
rolling this out.”
Essential services

The Halcyon Assisted Living 
Society has a whole other set of 
demands and procedures to ensure 
people receiving supported living 
are safe. Those regulations are set 
by Interior Health, and strict, says 
Payne.

“It’s an essential service,” he 
says. “They are on lock-down. They 
have no visits from family or friends, 
so the folks that are in there, are in 
there. They have lost a lot of means 
to communicate.

“So we are trying to make that 
better by introducing tablets to 
Facetime, or phone.”

That means not only do care-
aides have to help protect the tenants 
from the virus, but dealing with 
depression and loss of physical 
contact that people crave.
Housing project

If one project of ASLCS hasn’t 
been dramatically affected by 
the pandemic, it’s the ongoing 
construction of the new affordable 
housing units in the village.

Payne says physical distancing 
rules are in place, and work seems 
to be getting done despite the 
restrictions.

“BC Housing has some pretty 
strong standards on what they 

can do, and handling tools and 
equipment,” he says. “There’s times 
in construction when two people 
have to work together, but for the 
most part, when they do that, they 
are masked and stuff. They are 
maintaining as best as they can the 
six-foot rule, and cleanliness around 
their tools. They’re following the 
rules and there’s regular inspections 
coming out weekly.

“So that program is good, we’re 
on schedule now.”
Setting the tempo 

Payne says despite the challenges, 
roadblocks and aggravations, his 
organization is continuing to be able 
to serve residents. And he says from 
his point of view, the community 
isn’t doing too badly.

“I think Nakusp is doing great, I 
think they’re doing wonderfully,” he 

says. “I think people have embraced 
this and caught on to trying to ensure 
we don’t have a huge outbreak. Most 
people are taking it fairly seriously 
and people are conscious around 
distancing.”

He says businesses have 
especially worked hard to keep 
clients safe.

“I think that sets the tempo for 
other people as well,” he says. 
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Della Mae Pigott
July 16, 1933 – 

February 26, 2020
Della passed away peacefully 
with her family by her side.   
She is survived by her children, 
Barb Fahlman (Ed), Terry War-
ren (Colleen) and Wendy Pigott 
(Chris); her sister Bernice; 11 

grandchildren, Tammy, Sheila, Dulcie, Karen, Lisa, Leanne, Jerrod, 
Brandon, Nathan, Jordan, and Kristy; 21 great-grandchildren; 8 
great-great-grandchildren (with 3 more due this year); as well as 
many nieces and nephews.   

Della was predeceased by her parents, Grant and Christine Dettman; 
her son, Jack; husband Fred; great grandson Brynn; sisters Mildred 
and Yvonne; niece Valinda; nephews Dean and Kevin; and her 
ex-husband Lloyd.  

The family would like to thank the doctors at Arrow Lakes Hospital, 
especially Dr. David Goranson for his excellent care of “Granny” 
over the years and Dr. Craig Courchesne over the last few months.  
Also, our heartfelt thank you to the staff at Halcyon House and 
Minto House.  

A Celebration of Life will be held later this year.  

Valley Funeral Home in care of arrangements.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

by Art Joyce
Finding the truth of the coronavirus 

crisis is as difficult as trying to decide 
which political parties are telling the truth 
during an election cycle. Depending on 
which sources you trust, two completely 
different scenarios emerge: one in 
which COVID-19 could take millions 
of lives, and another in which the 
actual mortality rate is probably about 
the same as seasonal flu, which kills 
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year in 
North America alone. Journalist Dick 
Williamson compares figures suggesting 
that Colorado may suffer as many as 
33,277 coronavirus deaths by June 2021 
with a Colorado School of Public Health 
volunteer research team that predicts 
only 379 deaths by the same date. WHO 
statistics published on April 19 show 
152,551 coronavirus deaths globally, 
compared with up to 650,000 per year 
from seasonal flu. 

Medical experts say COVID-19 mortality rate actually very low
But most at issue is the data being 

used to justify shutdown of the economy, 
stay-at-home orders, and huge fines in 
some jurisdictions for noncompliance 
with “social distancing” protocols. In 
part, this confusion has been created 
by the political and medical authorities 
themselves. The lack of clarity around 
the actual spread and mortality rates 
of COVID-19 has been aggravated 
by a media script that seems intent on 
promoting the worst-case scenario. 
One need only listen to interviews with 
some of the world’s top virologists and 
epidemiologists to realize that, at very 
least, the lethality of the virus is not 
what it seems. 

Dr. Knut Wittkowski, for 20 years 
head of the Rockefeller University’s 
Depar tmen t  o f  B ios ta t i s t i c s , 
Epidemiology, and Research Design, 
has stated that the methodology being 
used to collect data is so flawed, “it is 

impossible to de-convolute.” 
“I don’t know where these numbers 

are coming from,” he says, adding that 
social distancing and lockdown is the 
absolute worst way to deal with an 
airborne respiratory virus, which has a 
typical life of about four weeks if left 
to its own devices. While he agrees 
that those most at risk – the elderly 
and immune compromised – should 
definitely be isolated from the virus, 
for healthy individuals this should be 
unnecessary. 

Dr. Wittkowski says the virus cannot 
live for long outdoors, so by keeping 
people indoors “you are prolonging 
the life of the virus and virtually 
guaranteeing a second wave later on. 
If 80% of people have had contact with 
the virus and are therefore immune, that 
is an immunization. If someone is still 
infectious, then it will be difficult for 
them to encounter anyone who hasn’t 
developed immunity.” 

Dr. John Ioannidis of Stanford 
University adds that for children, the risk 
is “zero or negligible,” so it makes no 
sense to keep them out of school. 

Iceland has been able to test virtually 
all of its residents, thanks to its small 
population. The results of these tests 

revealed only .003% fatality rate, 
which is less than seasonal flu, says Dr. 
Ioannidis, which is typically 0.1%. 

Ioannidis  agrees  wi th  Dr. 
Wittkowski that the data collection 
so far is “unreliable.” Regarding the 
high fatality rate in Italy, he says the 
country has “the oldest population 
in Europe.” With any flu virus, the 
elderly are at highest risk. Italy has high 
rates of coronary heart disease and the 
highest rates of smoking. If you want 
to extrapolate coronavirus mortality 
from Italian cases, he explains, you 
need to adjust for these factors. “These 
are people who would have had very 
limited life expectancy in the absence of 
that infection.” Due to these pre-existing 
health complications, it still remains to be 
seen how many of the Italian deaths are 
“with SARS COV2” and how many are 
“of SARS COV2,” says Dr. Ioannidis. 

Dr. Jay Battacharya, an assistant 
professor at Stanford University Medical 
School, noted on March 25 that, “If it’s 
true that the novel coronavirus would kill 
millions without shelter-in-place orders 
and quarantines, then the extraordinary 
measures being carried out in cities and 
states around the country are surely 
justified. But there’s little evidence to 
confirm that premise – and projections 
of the death toll could plausibly be orders 
of magnitude too high.” 

Dr. Battacharya also referred to 
poor data collection, citing selection 
bias in testing. By only testing those 
with symptoms or who have died, the 
mortality rate is artificially inflated. 

Dr. Robert Glatter, an emergency 

medicine physician with Lenox Hill 
Hospital in New York City, said, “About 
80% of people get a very mild illness 
and they recover uneventfully.” If this 
cohort were tested, the mortality rate 
would decrease. 

“It could make the difference 
between an epidemic that kills 20,000 
and one that kills two million,” explains 
Dr. Battacharya, who is advocating for 
more widespread blood tests. 

Battacharya has since been able 
to test his hypothesis, publishing the 
results on April 17. “Researchers used 
3,300 residents in Santa Clara County to 
conduct their tests, which found that the 
coronavirus could have infected far more 
people than has been reported. While it 
may seem like bad news that the virus 
could be that much more widespread 
on a global level – which is what the 
study concludes – it presents several 
positive factors including the fact that the 
mortality rate would be much lower than 
it is now believed, and that many people 
have symptoms so mild they don’t need 
to seek medical treatment and recover 
rather quickly.” 

A Danish study published earlier this 
week using similar methods reached the 
same conclusion.

An article published by President 
Trump’s chief medical advisor Dr. 
Anthony Fauci agreed with these studies, 
placing the overall mortality rate for 
COVID-19 at about the same rate as 
seasonal flu – 0.1%. Experts estimate that 
15% of people infected with coronavirus 
have more serious symptoms, and only 
5% develop life-threatening illness.


