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On Saturday January 20, 

residents of Silverton, New Denver 
and environs will have a chance to 
participate in a historic event. The 
International Cabaret, a fundraiser for 
Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors 
without Borders (MSF/DWB), will 
take place at Silverton Memorial 
Hall, and is shaping up to be nothing 
short of epic. Using the motto ‘Small 
town proud! Let’s show ’em what 
we can do,’ organizers hope to raise 
thousands of dollars to support the 
essential and life-saving work this 
organization does throughout the 
world. MSF/DWB delivers critical 
healthcare to people facing crises 
in more than 75 countries around 
the world, which of course includes 
Gaza and Yemen, as well as many 
other countries in the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia and Central and South 
America. 

The benefit is co-sponsored by 
Turner-Zion United Church and the 
Slocan Lakes Arts Council, along 
with numerous other supporters.

The cabaret starts at 5 pm and 
goes until around 11 pm. An array of 
musicians will entertain the crowd, 
with the Latin Lovers coming on at 
8:30 or so to play two sets of some 
of the most danceable music ever. 
The evening will wrap up with a 
brief set from Adam Shaikh, our 
valley’s own Juno Award winner, 
who has also graciously agreed to 
do the sound throughout the evening. 
Also featured will be Sound Seance 
(Paul ‘Garbanzo’ Gibbons, Shelley 
Kirk, Alan Kirk, Tsuneko ‘Koko’ 
Kokubo); The Chanterelles; Tenise 
Marie, a rising star from Argenta; 
a speaker from MSF/DWB; and 
Diamond Willow, a country/folk/
bluegrass group from Slocan.

“We will be soliciting generous 
donations at the door and throughout 
the evening, and donors will be 
eligible for all kinds of great prizes, 
as well as tax receipts for donations 
over $25. As well, international food 

Silverton/New Denver hosts benefit for MSF/Doctors without Borders
and drinks will be on sale,” says 
Liz Poarch, who is overseeing the 
financial aspects of this endeavour.

The food, prepared and overseen 
by several well-respected local 
cooks, will be served in boxes, with 
a choice of Mediterranean, Middle 
Eastern, East Indian and Central 
American. A separate array of sweet 
treats will also be on offer.

The speaker will be orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. Steve McVicar from 
Rossland, who has served with 
MSF/DWB in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Gaza. He will bring a PowerPoint 
presentation about his experiences, 
and will be available to talk with 
people throughout the evening. He 
has done several tours of duty, and 
says it is always a shock when he 
comes back home. “The first week 
I’m always in a bit of a fog,” he 
said. “It just takes a little bit of time 
to get used to civilization back here 
compared to what I came from.”

The pièce de résistance of this 
fundraising exercise will be the 
silent auction, which will be arranged 
upstairs at the Memorial Hall, where 
the items can be well displayed 
for maximum appreciation. Over 
20 extraordinary offerings will be 
available for bidding. These range 
from a sailboat trip for five on Slocan 
Lake, to a painting from Jeremy 
Down, an outstanding watercolour 
from Sandhu Singh from Vancouver 
Island, a rare pot from Jules Delaney, 
a coveted piece of memorabilia from 
the Wild Rose Cafe, two nights in the 
back country at Lyle Creek Cabin, 
one of Burgin Jacobs’ beautiful 
handwoven rugs, and some of award-
winning Jaymie Campbell’s amazing 
Indigenous beaded jewellery. This 
is different from any silent auction 
you’ve ever seen. 

Ticket holders can arrive at 
any point throughout the evening. 
Advance tickets are required and 
cost $20, and are available at 
Canco in New Denver, at Silverton 
Building Supplies, and by emailing 

meadow@netidea.com to find out 
how to buy them online. “People are 
asking why the tickets are so cheap!” 
laughs event organizer Moe Lyons. 
“The reality is, we want to get people 
in through the door. After that, we 
are hoping they come expecting to 
contribute in various ways to make 
this fundraiser a success. While 
we’re excited about throwing a great 
party, we are doing all this because 
we want to raise lots of money!”

“We are surprised and delighted 
at the generosity people have shown 
in donating items to this great cause,” 
says Ellie Scheepens, who is curating 

the silent auction. Descriptions of 
these offerings are posted daily on 
the benefit’s Facebook page. Proxy 
bidding is also available for people 
who can’t make it to the event. 
Email escheepens@gmail.com and 
state what you want to bid on and 
your maximum bid. This process is 
explained on the FB site and in the 
ad in this paper.

Cash will be required for food 
and drink. Donations and silent 
auction items can be paid for by cash, 
cheque or Interac. All money beyond 
expenses will go to MSF/DWB’s 
general fund. The organization does 

not allow fundraisers to specify 
donations to any particular area, 
because they need to be able to direct 
money to where it is needed.

To find out more, and to see 
pictures and descriptions of the silent 
auction items, go to Facebook and 
look up Silverton/New Denver MSF/
Doctors without Borders Benefit. 
Follow the page to receive updates 
and also some musical selections.

This event is  completely 
community-based, and requires a 
lot of volunteer energy. If you have 
time and energy to help out, please 
contact meadow@netidea.com.

A benefit for Médecins sans Frontières/Doctors without Borders is happening January 20 at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
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BIRDS WARN OTHER 
ANIMALS OF DANGER

The warning calls of sentinel animals or 
birds alert other species to danger. Most 
birds understand that the more dees at the 
end of a chickadee’s chick-a-dee-dee call, 
the greater the threat. House finches and 
robins also have a commonly understood 
alarm call. Many birds travel in mixed-spe-
cies flocks with sentinels, probably so they 
can be alerted to predators.  

by Jan McMurray
The founder of the Slocan 

Valley Community Band is being 
honoured with the BC Medal 
of Good Citizenship (MGC) for 
“extraordinary contributions to 
community life.”

Gail Elder of Winlaw was 
nominated for the award by Eric 
Faulks, long-time member of the 
Slocan Valley Community Band. 
His nomination letter is titled, ‘Gail 
Elder: Maestro of Community 
Harmony in the West Kootenays.’

Winlaw resident Gail Elder receives Medal of Good Citizenship
“Gail is a real community 

builder,” Faulks told the Valley Voice. 
“For more than 30 years, he has put 
countless hours into the community 
band. He and Brenda have also 
hosted over 400 WWOOFers at their 
farm, so the Elder farm is known 
in many corners of the world.” 
(WWOOF stands for Worldwide 
Opportunities on Organic Farms. 
WWOOFers volunteer on farms and 
receive free room and board from 
their hosts.)

Gail said he got a phone call from 
the government informing him of the 
award. “It’s quite an honour – and 
totally unexpected,” he said.

Gail has lived in Winlaw for 40 
years, since 1973. He and his wife, 
Brenda, moved here from Surrey. 

“We had this dream of a small 
farm,” he explained. 

Gail said they searched for three 
years before finding their 37-acre 
property in the Slocan Valley, and 
then quickly learned they couldn’t 
make a living farming. So Gail 
returned to teaching in 1980, at 
Winlaw School, but also kept up the 
farm with Brenda.

At school, Gail started a band for 
the kids. Then some of the parents 
asked him if he would conduct an 
adult band. That was the beginning of 
the Slocan Valley Community Band. 

“Away we went and I never 
looked back,” Gail said.

The last Slocan Valley band 
practice was attended by 24 
members, ranging in age from about 
15 to about 82.

Gail no longer directs the band – 
he passed the baton to Talon Nansel 
about a year ago – but he assists with 
music selection and distribution and 
“bugging people to come out!”

Elder says he and Brenda found 
out about the WWOOF program 
from their neighbours, and started 
hosting WWOOFers in the early 
1990s. “We’ve met some wonderful 
people through the program and 
we’ve kept in touch with quite a few 
of them. Some of them have been 
back two or three times.”

Gail has also served as president 
of the Kootenay Organic Growers 
Society, member of the West 
Kootenay Beekeepers Association, 
and president of the Perry Ridge 
Water Users Association.

Faulks writes in his nomination 
letter: “Gail Elder is a quiet, kind, 
industrious, generous British 
Columbian who exemplif ies 
community service and good 
citizenship. For decades he has 
been active in community non-profit 
organizations and committees. He 
is a beloved retired school teacher, 

always there to lend a hand to his 
neighbours, and teaches interested 
people to grow, reap, store and 
cook healthy food on an organic 
farm. Most notably, he started the 
multi-generational Slocan Valley 
Community Band in 1981 that 
continues to impress audiences.”

The Medal of Good Citizenship 
recognizes people’s generosity, 
service and acts of selflessness in 
their local areas. Twenty-one British 
Columbians are receiving the award 
this year.

“Each one of these medal 
recipients has made their community 
a better place,” said Premier David 
Eby. “They have shown kindness and 
generosity while making sacrifices 
for the benefit of others. Their 
contributions serve as a reminder 
to all of what we can do in ways 
large and small to improve life for 
everyone.”

Medal presentation ceremonies 
will be hosted throughout the 
province in early 2024.

Nominations for the MGC are 
accepted year round. Nominations 
for the 2024 cycle must be received 
by April 5, 2024. Any current or 
former long-term resident of BC 
is eligible to be nominated. Youth 
and posthumous nominations are 
welcome.

Members of the Slocan Valley Community Band proudly show off their new band uniforms: stunning bright-blue tie-dyed shirts made by local 
artist and tie-dye aficionado Nonie Jackson. Nonie made 24 unique and beautiful shirts for the band, which they wore for the first time at their 

holiday concert in December, and will be wearing when they play at the Spark in the Dark evening event in New Denver on Saturday, January 27.

Gail Elder has been a community organizer in 
the Slocan Valley for more than 40 years.
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The following are a few words of ENTIRELY 
unsolicited praise for The Valley Voice.  

It is a sad fact that our easy access to knowledge 
via the Internet seems to isolate us one from the 

other. The Internet purports to offer us the world, but 
I think we should be cautious around such an overly 

generous patron. I feel the so-called worldwide 
community is a skewed sense of community.  

Here in our Kootenay valleys, friends and family 
constitute our closest community, followed by our 

neighbours. For the most part we don’t choose our 
neighbours: circumstance does. We may hold very 
different beliefs, religions and political agendas, and 
originate from vastly diverse backgrounds. Yet in a 

crisis we assist one another as fellow human beings.  
Compassion and assistance are the glue that knits 

our community together.  
Which brings me to The Valley Voice.  As we turn its 
pages we are comforted, astounded or angered by 
the things we read. To go from one article or letter 

to the next is to let distinctive narratives speak to us, 
regardless of whether we concur with the sentiments 

expressed.  We are led down paths we wouldn’t 
have chosen, rather than Internet rabbit holes 

selected by an algorithm to reaffirm our biases and 
beliefs.  

The Valley Voice is for sale, and the ‘For Sale’ ads 
are getting bigger and bigger.  My heart breaks every 

time they catch my eye.  This paper is a labour of 
love.  Jan, Dan and company have put in long hours 

at minimal salary for many years. The chances of 
someone else picking it up, treasuring it and retaining 

its style and generosity seem exceedingly slim.  
Other local print media to which we have access 
strike me as cold and distant, containing maybe 

two or three carefully chosen letters to the editor, or 
perhaps none at all. Only in The Valley Voice do we 
see participatory exchange and muscular discussion 
of wide-ranging topics. Yes, some letters drone on, 
kicking the same old dog, but many others are well-
written, raising heartfelt concerns of importance for 

us all to mull over.  
I thank the team at The Valley Voice most heartily 

for all your years of hard work!  My bi-weekly 
anticipation and gratification has been a prominent 
fibre in the warp and weft of my Kootenay life. Of 

course, I wish you would never stop!  However, I do 
certainly understand your need to rest and move on.

— Christopher Klassen

submitted
An open house/recruitment event 

will be held at the Nakusp ambulance 
station on January 15.

Nakusp is currently recruiting 
for two regular full-time paramedic 
positions. These positions are 
now being filled by irregular full-
time paramedics at the station. 
BC Emergency Health Services 
(BCEHS) is also looking to further 
expand its part-time staff.

A year ago (November 2022), 
Nakusp converted to a 24/7 Alpha 
ambulance station, which means 
one ambulance is staffed around the 
clock with full-time paramedics, and 
a second ambulance is staffed by on-
call paramedics.

The conversion of the station 
opened several new positions, which 
have been largely filled thanks 
to recent increased investment in 

Nakusp ambulance recruitment open house
BCEHS, improvements in the new 
collective agreement, and local 
recruitment initiatives.

As a 24/7 station, Nakusp has 
10 full-time paramedic positions 
attached to the station: eight regularly 
scheduled staff and two with irregular 
hours to backfill the other positions 
as needed. In addition, Nakusp has a 
community paramedic position and a 
pool of part-time positions.

“We have made a lot of positive 
changes and our service levels are 
good heading into 2024,” says Dan 
Zawyrucha, BCEHS manager of 
clinical operations for Okanagan 
North. “Our Alpha (24/7) ambulance 
is fully staffed, and we have a much 
bigger pool of part-time staff to run 
a second on-call ambulance.”

Zawyrucha says it’s an exciting 
time to join BCEHS, especially 
for staff who want to stay in their 

communities. He notes that the new 
collective agreement ratified last 
February has generated a lot of local 
interest. 

The agreement, which is in place 
until March 31, 2025, was supported 
by over 95% of the membership and 
includes general wage increases, 
a cost-of-living allowance, shift 
premium increases, and improved 
benefits for mental health and other 
health care provisions. 

In addition, the Province 
recently announced the addition 
of 271 new permanent full-time 
paramedic positions in rural and 
remote communities, providing more 
opportunities for people to build 
paramedic careers in all parts of the 
province. 

Proactive recruitment initiatives, 
including ‘coffee with a medic,’ 
have also helped bring greater 
awareness to the career opportunities 
in paramedicine. 

A recruitment drive held last 
April led to the hiring of four new 
part-time staff, all of whom are locals 
in the community. Now the number 
of part-time staff at the station has 
more than doubled to eight. 

“Having them on the team has 
really helped with scheduling,” says 
Zawyrucha. “It means we are able to 
staff a second on-call ambulance for 
many more days of the month.

“Having a ‘kilo’ (secondary 
ambulance) staffed in town and 
capable of doing inter-facility 
transport makes a significant 
difference to patient care, and to 
patient management within the local 
Arrow Lakes Hospital,” he adds. 

In addition, Nakusp will have 
a full-time community paramedic. 

That role will be filled by Randy 
Mackenzie, who is already well-
known in the area from his previous 
work in that position as a regular 
part-time paramedic in Nakusp. 
Randy will take up his duties early 
this year. 

As a provincial service, staff 
often move internally to available 
positions within an ambulance 
station or to other parts of British 
Columbia. 

The day after the event at the 
station, the BCEHS recruitment 
team will be speaking to students at 
Nakusp Secondary School. BCEHS 
continues to reach out to area schools 
and colleges, local First Nations, 
RCMP and other first responders as 
well as wildland fire members for 
ongoing recruitment in the area.

“There are so many career 
opportunities within BCEHS,” 
says Zawyrucha. “Community 
engagement is one way of letting 
people in the area know what we 
do and how they can help their 
community by working part-time 
or building a full-time career in 
paramedicine.”

Zawyrucha says many people 
think they need a degree or diploma 
to begin their career, “but all you 
need to start is an Emergency 
Medical Responder (EMR) course, 
a Class 4 driver’s license, and a 
determination to help people when 
they need it the most.”

Learn more: https://joinus.
bcehs.ca/ and http://www.bcehs.
ca/careers/what-we-offer/hiring-
events

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Property values in the Valley 
Voice region have gone up again, 
but not as dramatically as in the 
past couple of years. The assessment 
notices were sent out on January 2, 
reflecting market value as of July 
1, 2023.

“Most homeowners throughout 
the Southern Interior can expect 
modest changes and even some 
decreases in their assessment values 
depending on the community,” said 
Southern Interior Deputy Assessor 
Boris Warkentin in a press release 
issued by BC Assessment.

Property owners in the Village of 
Slocan will see the biggest increase 
in the Valley Voice area for the 
fourth year in a row. Slocan property 
assessments are up 12%, putting a 
typical home at $428,000 this year 
compared to $381,000 last year. 
Slocan saw a 29% increase in 2023, 
a 51% increase in 2022 and a 19% 
increase in 2021.

New Denver’s property values 
are up 7% this year. A typical home 
in New Denver is worth $387,000 
this year, up from $361,000 last year, 
when there was a 26% increase over 
the previous year. 

Nakusp is up 4%, with a 
typical home now worth $401,000 
compared to last year’s $387,000. 

Kaslo and Silverton property 
values are up by only 3% over 
last year. A typical home in Kaslo 
is worth $485,000 this year from 
$470,000 last year. In Silverton, the 
typical home is worth $405,000, up 
from last year’s $385,000.

Both Castlegar and Nelson 
saw 1% decreases this year. The 
community with the biggest increase 
in the Kootenay Columbia was Canal 
Flats at 13%, just one percentage 
higher than Slocan.

The highest assessed single 
family residential property in BC 
in 2024 is valued at $81.77 million, 
located in Vancouver.

Assessment values are not 

Property values up 
modestly in the region

necessarily used for determining 
the sale or purchase price of a 
home, since they are based on 
the market value of the previous 
summer. Instead, assessments tell 
municipal governments the value 
of local properties, which is one 
way of determining taxation rates 
accordingly. 

“It is important to understand 
that changes in property assessments 
do not automatically translate into a 
corresponding change in property 
taxes,” said Warkentin. “As noted 
on your assessment notice, how your 
assessment changes  relative to the 
average change in your community  
is what may affect your property 
taxes.”

Property owners who disagree 
with their assessment should contact 
BC Assessment as soon as possible, 
and have until January 31 to file an 
appeal.
Homeowner grant

The homeowner grant amount 
remains the same as last year, 
providing up to $770 off the property 
tax bill of most property owners, 
and up to $1,045 off the bill for 
seniors, veterans and people with 
disabilities. To qualify, homeowners 
must use the property as a principal 
residence, and the property must 
not be worth more than $2.15 
million. BC homeowners may 
also be eligible for BC’s Property 
Tax Deferment program. Both the 
home owner grant and Property Tax 
Deferment can be applied for online, 
at a Service BC centre or through an 
automated self-service line at 1-888-
355-2700.
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Vigilante ‘justice’
In his letter to the editor in the 

December 14 VV, it sounds like 
Robert Cunliffe is in favour of 
vigilante ‘justice.’ I don’t believe that 
it works on an international level any 
better than on a local level. We have 
police and courts, both locally and 
internationally. “An eye for an eye 
leaves the whole world blind.”

Tia Leschke
Winlaw

Donald goes to Trial
Poor old Donald – so much crime
So many trials; so little time.
All those charges – must be tough
To be accused of being corrupt.
Donald’s lawyers make a desper-
ate plea:
“Could our trials all be held in 
another century?”
And Trump’s defence is heav-
en-sent:
GOD wants Donald to be Pres-
ident.

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Wearing masks
I am so grateful that I have the 

freedom to wear, or not to wear, 
a face mask and to make my own 
decisions about that. 

Joanne Feenstra
Slocan

The sacred seed
In many traditions, seeds are 

considered sacred. This is known 
to many as the Law of the Seed, an 
honouring of the natural cycles of 
continuous creation and regeneration. 
Seeds carry life from generation to 
generation without end. Through the 
seeds speak the voices of the ancestors. 
Each time we plant a seed, we become 
ancestors for the generations to come. 
If we follow the instructions, life will 
be everlasting. Our stories are seeds. 
It is our deepest wish that they land 
in fertile ground to sprout and spread. 
Nurture them well, spread them, and 

give thanks, so that once again we may 
all live with each other on the earth in 
a good way that lasts.

“So be it in our minds.” John 
Mohawk

Tija Jansons
North Kootenay Lake

Response to ‘Kaslo 
Sourdough’ by Peter 
Sable

Thank you for your inquiry. There 
are several factors that affect the price 
for a product in a grocery store. As a 
wholesale business, we are in control 
of the prices we sell our products at 
to stores. Our practice is to provide 
the same wholesale pricing across all 
our vendors. A store then decides on 
their mark-up (and their discounts/sale 
pricing) and adds that to the wholesale 
price, which is reflected in the end price 
that a consumer (you) pays. I hope this 
helps clarify your question, please feel 
free to reach out to me if you have any 
additional questions.

Heidi Lettrari
GM Kaslo Sourdough

Kaslo

Response to ‘Time 
for healing’ by 
Katrine Conroy

Thank you for the acknowledgement 
of the injustice done to the Doukhobor 
community in the 1950s by the BC 
provincial government. Attempting to 
force compliance on a parent to submit 
to the wishes of authorities by removing 
their children is an obviously abusive 
strategy. Children are barely able to 
comprehend the hows or whys of the 
conduct of authorities. Doukhobor 
children walked to Victoria to protest, 
hid underneath floorboards and ran to 
the woods in order to evade capture.

“These lasting scars should be a 
constant reminder that no child should 
ever experience what these children 
endured.”

Unfortunately, the lessons of the 
past have not been learned and are 

still repeated to this day to force 
compliance, knowing it to be wrong. 
Children are not a tool of extortion or 
a leverage for power. Be the peace that 
we need in the world.

Trevor Holsworth
New Denver

How not to 
secure health 
funding

Every single MP and MLA just got 
an email blast from the Mayor of New 
Denver starting with, “I am begging 
for any politician to actually give a 
shit about Canadian Health Care,” 
and blaming them for not importing 
a foreign-trained doctor, in this case 
from the UK, where the medical 
system is also falling apart and many 
doctors are on strike. Qualms about 
poaching aside, Immigration and 
Citizenship Canada is just as short-
staffed and underfunded as various 
health ministries and has been for 
years, as anyone reading the news 
knows, so gathering all those politicos 
to agree on fast-tracking New Denver 
is likely delusional.

The health care crisis affects 
communities large and small. Health 
care, in real terms, is being rationed. 
The practical question is how to 
increase our share. Since returning to 
New Denver, I have heard this guy on 
radio, read his diatribes and watched 
his grandstanding on this issue... 
accomplishing exactly nothing. Oddly, 
the mayor of Nakusp recently secured 
a fully staffed 24/7 ambulance service 
by working respectfully, persistently 
and collaboratively with all levels 
of government and community 
stakeholders. Perhaps hard work and 
collaboration works slightly better 
than petulant performance art.

Lawrence Hyink
New Denver

RCMP
Here are some quotes from 

Andrew Coyne’s opinion piece in the 
December 9, 2023 Globe and Mail: 

“The RCMP’s problems are 
perhaps the most notorious. The force’s 
serial bungling of important cases, its 
susceptibility to political influence, 
its militaristic (and misogynistic) 
culture, its substandard leadership, 
have all led to repeated calls for 
reform, even its replacement… It has 
been decades since the RCMP was a 
source of national pride, rather than 
embarrassment… We need root-and-
branch reform of the RCMP, divesting 
its local constables to the provinces 

and professionalizing what remains: 
an elite national police force on the 
lines of the FBI.”

One of the simplest and the best 
changes that could improve the quality 
of the RCMP is to get rid of all of the 
people currently on the RCMP Public 
Complaints Commission (Ottawa) 
and then staff it with people who are 
not retired RCMP members or former 
members of any police force. I opine 
that the RCMP Public Complaints 
Commission is a benighted and biased 
quasi-judiciary. Who has the power to 
dismantle it? Justin?

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

A year in 
perspective

“All the candidates at the Silverton 
council candidate forum September 29 
promised that teamwork, openness, and 
better public communication would be 
the hallmark of the tiny village’s next 
council after the election.”

This was a direct quote taken 
from an editorial in the Valley Voice 
of October 6, 2022.

Okay, let’s examine what really 
transpired in 2023.

Oh yeah, we lost a councillor – I 
guess you can throw teamwork out the 
window. How did we do on ‘respect’? 
Poorly, I would judge – you belittled 
and ignored residents’ concerns, had 
RCMP members attend meetings as 
if Silverton residents are an unruly 
mob, often did not answer telephone 
and emails or simply handed them off 
to the CAO (as in, ‘not my department 
or purview,’) and the office was 
closed (until recently). Let’s see… 
consultation – not so much. Simply ask 
Slocan Lakes Arts Council or Silverton 
Community Club how that went!

We have been told on numerous 
occasions by yourselves of the 
horrendous situation you inherited, and 
appreciate the fact that the majority of 
you were completely new to public 
office, but that should not be used 
an excuse for your betrayal of your 
publicly stated position.

Joseph Matthews
Silverton

Response to ‘Slippery 
slope of justice’

I would tend to agree with Nick 
Chatten in his letter to the editor in 
the December 14 VV, ‘Slippery slope 
of Justice,’ that we should be wary of 
powers provided to authorities as most 
often they are used to abuse the little 

Farm status
Rumour has it that the Eby 

government is planning to raise the 
amount required to claim farm status 
from the current $2,500 to $5,000. I 
tried to contact my MLA to see if the 
rumour was true, but my request for 
information was blocked. The last 
time the limit was raised from $1,600 
to $2,500, it was raised by the NDP, 
not the Liberals or the Social Credit 
party. I have been farming in Glade for 
40 plus years. During that time, I and 
all the other small farmers in the area 
have been steadily harassed to prove 
that we earned that much money. If 
you use your product yourself, or if 
you supply your grown families with 
food, you cannot include that value 
in the equation, no matter how many 
families you are providing food for. 
Preserving farmland should not be 
measured by how many dollars you 
put in your jeans, but that is all the 
government cares about. Doubling the 
amount you need to make will only 
serve to allow the various governments 
to increase your taxes, putting more 
money in the government’s jeans, 
and putting many small local farmers 
out of business. The new gas canning 
plant in Kitimat pays $30 a tonne for 
the carbon they produce getting the gas 
pumped, canned, and shipped. That 
$30 is capped. The carbon produced 
by burning that gas which is by far 
the majority of the carbon is not 
their responsibility. How were they 
to know the Chinese planned to burn 
it? Farmers on the other hand pay the 
full carbon tax of $65 per tonne and 
that tax is not capped – it continues 
to grow to punish those farmers 
for producing your food. It is time 
we stopped subsidizing these huge, 
polluting corporations.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

folk while the wealthy tend to buy their 
way out or are never investigated at all. 
The money laundering has been going 
on for years with official knowledge 
and acceptance, even in celebration, 
through casinos and lawyers’ trust 
accounts.

Rules, laws and Constitutions are 
enforced by human beings, employees 
of the State typically against citizens 
but occasionally by citizens against 
those who purport to serve the public 
interest. In a democracy, we are 
supposed to be equal under the law 
but if that were true, what method is 
available for citizens to enforce the 
law against public servants, police, 
lawyers, judges in a fair and impartial 
forum?

As George W Bush famously put 
it when his advisors cautioned him 
about breaking the Constitution, “Stop 
throwing the Constitution in my face. 
It’s just a goddamned piece of paper.” 
It is the ordinary people that check 
the powers of tyranny, not those who 
purport to rule over us who willingly 
check their own powers...

Trevor Holsworth
New Denver
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Who will win?
Netanyahu continues to bomb Gaza 

with impunity. He says his goal is to 
wipe out Hamas. So far, the bombing 
has killed over 1% of Gaza’s population 
and injured another 3%. Al Jazeera states 
another 7,000 are missing and presumed 
buried under the rubble. Hospitals are 
closed, there is no food or water and no 
electricity as starvation and disease start 
to take their toll. I doubt Netanyahu is so 
ignorant as to think any survivors will not 
want revenge and justice. Veteran war 
correspondent Chris Hedges writes the 
war has not yet begun.

Netanyahu cannot let the survivors 
regroup or there will be decades of 
conflict. He thinks the war will last 
many months longer. During that time, 
starvation and disease will be taking 
care of the survivors. Is that his plan? 
Across the Middle East, I can hear people 
chanting, ‘Death to America.’ It is the 
US who is openly supplying him with 
weapons and funding this holocaust.

In 1995, Israel and Palestine were 
well on the way to a two-state solution to 
the conflict. Then Israel’s prime minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, was assassinated by 
a right-wing radical and the present 
regime came into power. Plans were set 
in motion to annex Palestinian lands. To 
this day, the US and its allies insist they 
want a two-state solution to this conflict. 
They do nothing to achieve their goal 
and let the clock run out, depriving the 
Palestinians of their lands.

Every night the atrocities play out 
on our TVs. The UN, created to stop 
such events, is powerless to prevent 
this genocide. Over 150 of its staff in 
Gaza have been killed in the conflict. 
Humanitarian aid cannot reach those 
who need it. One thousand children 
have undergone amputations of limbs 
without anesthesia in Gaza. Will the 
determination of the Palestinian people 
win their freedom or will the other side 
get the spoils of war?

What outcome will lead to a better 
world?

Edward Zak
Nakusp

Property taxes
Given concerns over property tax 

increases, I encourage everyone to 
review their property tax bills between 
2014 and 2023. Our RDCK tax in Kaslo 
has gone up by 9.6% a year, noting the 
RDCK took over operation of the fire 
department from the Village. Village 
taxes have gone up by 6.1% a year, 
and provincial taxes for school, police, 
hospital, municipal finance authority 
and assessment authority have gone up 
by 3.5% per year.

Average increase in my partner’s 
property tax has been 7% per year, 
while average increase actually paid is 
68%. Why? Home Owner Grant (HOG) 
value paid by the provincial government 
decreased by 17.2%. HOG offset 87.4% 
of her property taxes in 2014, only 56.8% 
in 2023.

Thus a quarter of the property tax 
increase for my spouse has been the 
decline in the value of the HOG. Further, 
while appealing the assessment in 2022, 

Fighting terrorism
Excerpt of Norman Finkelstein’s 

reply to Sam Harris interview on Piers 
Morgan:

“If Human Rights Watch reports 
that Israel is systematically targeting 
hospitals without military justification, 
that’s because Israel is ‘fighting a terrorist 
organization... using its own population 
as human shields.’ (Memo to Mr. Harris: a 
detailed investigation by the Washington 
Post has debunked the agitprop that 
Hamas “put its headquarters” under al-
Shifa hospital.) If the UN reports that the 
number of its staff killed by Israel in Gaza 
is unprecedented in the organization’s 
history, that’s because Israel is ‘fighting 
a terrorist organization... using its own 
population as human shields.’ If the 
Committee to Protect Journalists reports 
that Israel not only killed more journalists 
in Gaza during the first 10 weeks than 
have ever been killed in a single country 
over an entire year, but that it has also 
targeted the families of journalists, that’s 
because Israel is ‘fighting a terrorist 
organization... using its own population 
as human shields.’ If Israel has killed 
more healthcare workers in Gaza than 
the total number killed across all conflict 
zones every year in recent memory, 
that’s because it is ‘fighting a terrorist 
organization... using its own population 
as human shields.’ If Israel murders in 
broad daylight bare-chested civilians 
hoisting a white flag, that’s because it 
is ‘fighting a terrorist organization... 

Peace is 
possible

Is this the year the world falls 
apart? Or does peace fill the Earth and 
each person’s heart? Neither is likely, 
but wouldn’t it be great if our focus 
shifted from doom and gloom to the 
possibility of world peace?

Some say we get what we focus 
on. So what would happen if we placed 
our attention on Love, Unity, Hope 
and Peace?

Internationally acclaimed visual 
artist Frantisek Strouhal believes 
achieving these is possible if we 
“respect, accept, and value the rich 
variety of cultures, and the various 
styles of living and of expressing. 
We must embrace the fact that all 
humans are entitled to live in peace, 
regardless of appearance, position, 
language, behaviour, and values. The 
attainment of peace, whether among 
people or in the world, is dependent 
on the presence of inner peace and 
reconciliation within each individual.” 
(The Valley Voice, December 14, 2023, 
‘International visual exhibit showcases 
West Kootenay Artist,’ p. 6).

How, then, do we as individuals, 
communities and nations find peace?

In her book Turning to One 
Another: Simple Conversations to 
Restore Hope to the Future, Margaret 
J. Wheatley conveys the power of 
conversation to initiate change.

“When a community of people 
discovers that they share a concern,” 
she wrote, “change begins. There 
is no power equal to a community 
discovering what it cares about” (p. 26).

“Real change,” she continues, 
“begins with the simple act of people 
talking about what they care about... It 
only takes two or three friends to notice 
that they’re concerned about the same 
thing – and then the world begins to 
change. Their conversation spreads. 
Friends talk to friends. Because friends 
care about each other, they pay attention 
to what is being said. Then they talk to 
others, and it grows and grows” (p. 26).

And when it comes to conversation, 
Wheatley believes listening is more 
important than talking.

A fine example of this is the 
friendship between Raja Khouri 
(Palestinian) and Jeffery Wilkinson 
(Jew), co-authors of The Wall Between: 
What Jews and Palestinians Don’t Want 
to Know About Each Other. As reported 
in ‘The Wall Between peace lecture 
explores the Israel-Palestine conflict’ 
by Zen Wang in the December 14 issue 
of The Valley Voice, Wilkinson “spent 
the first year after their meeting just 
listening to Khouri. ‘I wanted to hear 
his people’s story and understand their 
pain, suffering and trauma,’ he said. ‘I 
want to shift from the ‘who is right?’ 
mindset to ‘what is right?’’”

In the end, “Wilkinson and Khouri 
agreed on three keys to [peace]: Listen 
to understand, not just to respond; be 
open to new possibilities and different 
viewpoints; resist group think and 
collect information from diverging 
sources.”

Is peace possible?
Absolutely.
It begins in each of us, opening our 

hearts and minds, finding the courage 
to look at ourselves honestly, asking, 
“Do I believe in war or peace? Despair 
or hope? Divisiveness or unity? Fear 
or love?” Then, turning to others, 
we begin to explore these questions 
together.

Ty Klassen
Nakusp

the BC Assessment Authority agreed 
that the value of smaller and what used 
to be cheaper homes was rising faster 
than for larger and often more expensive 
ones. I also found out that the value of 
commercial property was often lower per 
square foot than the value of our house.

Those living in smaller and older 
homes are paying a higher percentage 
of property taxes than they did in 2014. 
When I raised this with the Minister 
of Finance in 2022, the response was: 
‘we have other priorities right now.’ 
When I was Area D director, I could not 
introduce new services nor increase the 
tax rate per thousand without consent of 
a majority of the property owners.

Many tax increases are a direct result 
of regulatory changes made provincially 
and federally. I fought off three attempts 
to stop use of unscaled lumber, which 
would have shut down every small mill 
in the regional district. Before you jump 
up and down and get angry with local 
government officials and employees, 
make sure you understand who actually 
is responsible for the issue you are 
concerned about.

In 2008, for example, 45% of Area 
D resident and non-resident property 
owners filled out a questionnaire in 
which 90% wanted the Kootenay Lake 
shoreline protected from development 
and 80% wanted climate change factored 
into community planning. After the 
Johnsons Landing slide in 2012 and a 
potential slide on Mount Buchanan later, 
much time and money has been spent 
determining other residential areas where 
slides could occur.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

using its own population as human 
shields.’ If Israeli snipers assassinate 
Christian women seeking refuge in a 
church, that’s because Israel is ‘fighting 
a terrorist organization... using its own 
population as human shields.’ If CNN 
reports that ‘Israeli soldiers raiding a 
hospital... desecrated the bodies of dead 
patients with bulldozers, let a military 
dog maul a man in a wheelchair, and shot 
multiple doctors even after vetting them 
for terror links,’ that’s because Israel is 
‘fighting a terrorist organization... using 
its own population as human shields.’ 
If Human Rights Watch reports that 
Israel is ‘using starvation of civilians as 
a method of warfare,’ that’s because it is 
‘fighting a terrorist organization... using 
its own population as human shields.’ If 
the New York Times reports that Israel 
dropped 2,000-pound bombs on areas 
that Israel itself designated safe havens, 
that’s because it is ‘fighting a terrorist 
organization... using its own population 
as human shields.’ (Memo to Mr. Harris: 
There are no ‘safer areas’ in Gaza.) 
And on and on. However incongruous, 
however absurd, however ludicrous, 
however preposterous – however utterly 
divorced from and irrelevant to unfolding 
reality the recitation of this mantra has 
become, it still doesn’t faze these crazed 
cult members as they keep repeating it 
day in and day out. Om. Hari Krishna. 
Hara Kiri... Mr. Harris proclaims that 
‘This the issue: we are dealing with a 
suicidal death cult.’ I’m afraid, however, 
that the real issue is this: We are dealing 
with a Ziontology murder cult, and Mr. 
Harris is one of its gurus.”

Lee Hammond
New Denver

Five years of herbicide 
spraying coming to a 
property near you

The Ministry of Forests has created 
a Pest Management Plan to eradicate 
invasive plants with herbicides on 
provincial public land in Southern and 
Coastal BC. This includes the West 
Kootenays.

A draft copy of the proposed Pest 
Management Plan is available at: gov.
bc.ca/invasive-species. The proposed 
duration of the plan is from April 15, 
2024 to April 15, 2029.

We, of the Bee Awareness Society, 
are very concerned about the Pest 
Management Plan to eradicate invasive 
plants with the use of herbicides in the 
Kootenays. The purpose of our society 
is to educate students and teachers 
in the schools in the Kootenays and 
surrounding areas the importance of 
honeybees and other pollinators. The 

students share what they have learned 
with their families and communities. 
We install live glass observation bee 
hives in the schools for the children 
to observe and learn from our “’ive 
learning tool.’ We interact with over 
2,000 students, teachers and parents.

The honeybees are responsible 
for pollination and providing us 
with honey. Other pollinators are 
bumblebees, mason bees, butterflies, 
moths, bats. Without these pollinators, 
we would lose 35% of our food source. 
We then would be forced to hand 
pollinate our plants to produce the 
fruit and vegetables, which would be 
impossible.

We teach the children the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  k e e p i n g  o u r 
environment clean and healthy by 
not using herbicides and pesticides 
to remove unwanted plants and pests. 
We recommend using natural means 
and products.

Our honeybees are already having 
difficulty living and surviving in their 
hives. If this Pest Management Plan 
is carried out, we will see a further 
decline of our honeybees and other 
pollinators. The honeybees feed 
on native plants, but they also like 
invasive plants for their food. If they 
feed on a sprayed invasive plant, 
they will bring that food back to the 
hive and store it for future use. When 
the honeybees eventually uncap that 
contaminated food and eat it, they 
will die.  

We have had two three-frame 
observation bee hives full of honeybees 
die in two days. We suspect that the 
bees were feeding on plants that were 
sprayed with herbicides that were toxic 
and poisonous. The honeybees will fly 
in a 25-square-mile radius, meaning 
they will fly five miles in all directions 
from the hive. Other pollinators have 
no set pattern; they fly everywhere.

Spraying plants  wi l l  a lso 
contaminate the soil and then leach 
into our water sources of creeks, 
streams, rivers, gravity water and wells 
and then to all living creatures and 
humans who drink the water. We are 
killing our planet with herbicides and 
pesticides. It is known that Roundup 
causes cancer and we note that the 
ministry is still using it, as well as 2,4-
D and many other herbicides.

We are asking the Ministry of 
Forests to not use herbicides or any 
other chemicals to eradicate the 
invasive plants. It is not only to save 
our honeybees and other pollinators, 
but all plants, insects, animals, birds, 
the health of ministry workers who 
will be using these herbicides, and all 
humankind.

For more information about 
our society, visit our website: 
beeawareness.ca.

To write: Ministry of Forests, 
Range Branch, 441 Columbia Street, 
Kamloops BC V2C 2T3. Email: 
invasive.plants@gov.bc.ca. Phone: 
1-604-996-4683.

Linda Martin on behalf of Bee 
Awareness Society

Winlaw
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submitted
If you ‘came of age’ in the 1960s, 

or went to high school in a small 
Canadian town, or knew anyone (or 
were yourself) in a ‘garage band,’ or 
just dig rock and roll music, or maybe 
you knew actor Andy Rhodes, the 
movie coming up on January 18 at 
the Knox Hall is for you.

The film is part of the Hidden 
Garden Gallery film festival series 
and is of special interest to local 
viewers because it features the late 
local celebrity/actor Andrew Rhodes, 
formerly a ruthless food critic for 
this newspaper, loved by restaurant 
diners and feared by chefs across the 
Kootenays. Andy lived in the New 
Denver area for several decades 
and appears in ‘The War Between 
Us’ and played roles in many (less 
local) movies and several plays at the 
Vancouver Arts Club.

The movie, called ‘The King of 
Friday Night,’ was written by John 
Gray (‘Billy Bishop Goes to War’) 
and co-directed by John Gray and 
Andrew Gosling. It closely resembles 
Gray’s musical/play ‘Rock and Roll’ 
and parts of the movie were created 
by filming a performance in front of a 
blue-screen and later adding scenery. 
‘Rock and Roll’ toured all across 
Canada in the 1980s with countless 
performances.

Andy played the part of Brent 
(both in the play and movie), a high 
school student hoping to claw his way 
up to the middle class by becoming an 
insurance agent, while his real love is 
playing guitar in a rock and roll band 
with his three friends.

The film opens introducing the 
former band members as they try 
to organize a comeback reunion 15 

Movie starring Andy Rhodes to show in New Denver
years after the band broke up, and 
then flashes back to the days when 
they first started playing together 
and developing their style. Along 
the way, they are mentored by their 
hero Screamin’ John, played by 
Eric Petersen (‘Corner Gas,’ ‘Street 
Legal’). The film ends with a reunion 
concert to end all reunion concerts 

in their hometown of Mushaboom, 
Nova Scotia.

Included in the cast are Frank 
Mackay (who was lead singer for 
‘The Lincolns,’ the real Nova Scotia 
band that the play and movie were 
based on), and Sheree Jeacocke, 
who plays Shirly, Brent’s girlfriend, 
who tries to interest the guys in her 

critique of all-male bands with her 
song ‘Boy’s Club’ (it’s an uphill 
battle) and saves the day twice at the 
reunion concert. 

Audience members for this film 
are encouraged to dress in late ’50s 
costume to help us all get into the 
mood for a fun movie experience. 
This is a rare movie, so don’t expect 

a clear, sharp picture (think 39-year-
old VHS video, and you won’t be 
disappointed).

The movie starts at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday January 18 at Knox Hall. 
(Doors at 7:10.) Admission is by 
donation. Everyone welcome. Come 
and help support the summer Hidden 
Garden Gallery art shows.

by Jan McMurray
The good news is that a fourth 

physician has been found for New 
Denver.

The bad news is that her work 
permit application is moving very 
slowly through the Canadian 
immigration system.

“I am a British trained family 
doctor who was offered a New 
Denver physician post in early 2023,” 
she writes to MP Richard Cannings. 
“I am seeking your help to see where 
in the process my open work permit 
is, as it seems ‘stuck’ and I am now 
over their average processing times… 
I appreciate any help I can receive to 
try and move immigration along so I 
can start work in New Denver.”

New Denver Mayor Len Casley 
emailed the doctor’s letter to every 
MLA and MP in BC, with a note 
asking them to take action on this 
issue. “I am begging you to take 
action immediately and enforce 
change within these organizations/
programs that actually results in 
an expedited permit. Health care is 
collapsing all around us and you have 
the capability to make a difference.”

The doctor explains in her 
letter that she couldn’t apply for 
an expedited visa because Interior 
Health offered her a 0.7 full-time-

New doctor for New Denver held up by immigration issues
equivalent position, and Immigration 
requires a 0.8 posting for an expedited 
visa application.

“I think the fact New Denver 
is covered by Interior Health 
and specifically states full-time-
equivalent working hours in their job 
description has been the real difficulty 
for me. They state the month on/ 
month off job in New Denver is 70% 
full-time-equivalent, and this stops 

any of the visa programs that allow 
a quick turnaround to be used,” she 
says in an email to Mayor Casley.

She adds that Interior Health 
“seemed to know nothing about 
immigration and didn’t help me 
any further other than directing me 
back to Health Match BC [BC’s 
recruitment website for health care 
professionals]…”

The physician is married to 

a Canadian, and has applied for 
permanent residency as well as an 
open work permit. “I am very aware 
that permanent residency itself takes 
time and will wait for this, but my 
issue is more that I cannot work, I 
have employment in an area of need 
and my skills continue to degrade 
as I wait for an open work permit 
‘without conditions,’” she says in her 
letter to MP Cannings.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Accessibility 

Advisory Committee is holding a 
conversation café on January 24 at 
Knox Hall, 2-5 pm.

“We want to talk to people about 
accessibility and what it entails, and 
how New Denver could be more 
welcoming,” said Susan Dunnigan, 
chair of the committee.

The committee was formed late 
last year in response to new provincial 
legislation requiring municipalities 
to have an accessibility committee, 
accessibility plan and a tool to 
receive feedback on accessibility.

Dunnigan said the Village of 
New Denver has a draft accessibility 
plan, and the committee is mandated 
to advise the Village on the plan in 
terms of identifying, removing and 

Accessibility conversation café to be held in New Denver
preventing barriers to accessibility 
in the village.

“This is early stages – we’re 
just getting our feet under us. 
The committee wants to increase 
awareness of the issues and from 
there, we can look at how we tackle 
things,” said Dunnigan.

New Denver ’s committee 
members have extensive personal, 
family and professional disability 
related histories, Dunnigan said. 
“Our combined knowledge and 
experiences grounds us in the issues.”

She said people generally take 
accessibility for granted, because 
most of us are able to get around, 
“but if you can’t, it can be a real 
struggle.”

She also points out that most 
of us need some accommodation at 
some point, because of something 
like a broken foot. “We have such 

a narrow view of disability,” she 
said. “We’re not only talking about 
physical disability. We have to 
think very broadly – physical, 
intellectual, sensory – there are 
invisible disabilities that people 
don’t even think about. Some are 
short term, some are long term, and 
some are more readily identifiable 
than others. Everyday participation 
can pose real barriers.”

Committee members will all be 
present at the event, where there will 
be refreshments and tables set up for 
conversations. There will also be a 
survey and a door prize.

“As a small community, we 
won’t be able to tackle everything, 
but what’s best for us? Our committee 
is eager to have discussions with the 
community to figure it out. Together, 
we can delve into the issues and will 
see where we go.”

submitted
On Sunday January 21, why 

not drop into the Valley View golf 
course north of Winlaw between 
11 am and 3 pm for the Winter Fun 
Day? The whole family is invited to 
bring their sliding devices, skis and 
smiles and expect a fun afternoon 
of playing in the snow (hopefully). 
There’ll be food and refreshments 
available in the clubhouse, skis to 
borrow from Slocan Valley Rec (if 
you need some), a groomed ski track 
around the course and a bonfire to 
stay warm at.

Several organizations are working 
together to offer this unique event: the 
Valley View Golf Club, Slocan Valley 
Recreation, and the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail Society (SVRT). A bonus 
feature is that there’ll be a Children’s 
Story Walk being offered by Sayre 
from the Columbia Basin Alliance 
for Literacy (CBAL).

Weather permitting, the SVRT 
will set an approximately three- to 

Winter Fun Day at Valley View 
golf course

four-kilometre loop around the golf 
course that will be accessible from 
the rail trail or the golf course. The 
golf club will be preparing a tasty 
selection of treats and lunch options 
that will be available in the clubhouse 
for when you need a break from 
sledding or skiing. They’ll also have 
a bonfire going so folks can warm 
up as they enjoy the winter magic. 
Slocan Valley Rec will have a variety 
of skis, boots and poles available for 
any age want-to-be skier to enjoy. 
You can also borrow the skis from 
Slocan Valley Rec anytime during the 
winter season. Drop them an email 
at slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca to 
arrange pickup.

Of course, the Valley View Golf 
Course has been a winter sliding 
destination for generations, and 
whatever the weather, the hills and the 
bonfire and treats will be waiting. The 
golf course is located on Highway 6, 
four kilometres north of Winlaw.

If you need more information 
(or for updates), check the Facebook 
pages of the groups organizing 
the event. You can also email: 
info@golfvalleyview.ca or info@
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Bird food & feeders
Amaryllis bulbs

Mens’ & Ladies’ 
flannel shirts, vests 

& hoodies

Winter’s here – be prepared  snow 
shovels, ice scrapers, sleds for kids 

& adults, heat tape & insulation

New shipment of 
clothing & socks 

has arrivedMens’ & Ladies’ 
winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $219.99 

grey or black

Safety salt, traction aid, 
pickled sand (mix of salt 

& sand)

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles
Mumm’s sprouting 
seeds for nutritious 

winter greens

COLD weather is coming, 
heat tapes, heat guns, 

insulation, weather stripping 
for doors & windows

The Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce extends a huge 

THANK YOU
to everyone who helped make New Denver Merchants’ 

Night a huge success!
Santa Claus, New Denver & Area Fire Department, Village of New 
Denver, Rhonda Bouillet, June and Rick Reitmeier, North Slocan 
Trails Society, RHC Insurance, all participating merchants and 

organizations, and all the community members who came out to enjoy 
the event!

Colouring Contest Winners: Wya, Devyn and Jasmin
Merchants’ Night Basket Winner: Tiffany Laybourne

— Sponsors —

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Appointments to various 

committees and organizations 
were made for the year, and 
Councillor Main got her RDCK 
seat back, with Councillor 
denBok as alternate. 

Main held the seat for many 
years, but last year, Mayor 
Ferguson was appointed to the 
seat, with Councillor Mills as 
alternate. At the time, Ferguson 
said he felt the seat should go 
to someone other than Main 
in the interests of succession 
planning. Late last year, Mills 
told council he was too busy to 
keep up as alternate, and Main 
was appointed alternate for the 
remainder of 2023.

At this meeting, Mayor 
Ferguson said the RDCK director 
seat is usually held by the mayor, 
and that he learned a lot about 
local government at the RDCK 
board table. He said he felt an 
incoming mayor should hold the 
seat for at least one year, if not 
two, and then “swap it around” 
in the interests of succession 
planning.

Main said she wouldn’t vote 
for a policy stating that the mayor 
would hold the seat. She pointed 
out that mayors are often too busy 
with their mayoral duties to also 
take on the RDCK directorship, 
which includes sitting on RDCK 
committees. She said that the 
RDCK seat supports her role as 
a rural FCM director.

Councillors denBok and 
Mills both agreed that Main has 
the time and is a good fit for 
the role.

Mayor Ferguson nominated 
denBok as alternate, saying he 
wanted to “spread the knowledge 
around.”

Main and denBok were 
appointed.
Zincton letter 
rescinded

The motion about the Zincton 
letter in the draft November 
17 minutes was flagged by 
Councillor Brian Mills. The 
draft minutes said a motion 
passed unanimously to write 
a letter supporting Wildsight’s 
request for an environmental 
impact assessment for Zincton. 
Mills said he thought council had 
agreed to remove any reference 
to Wildsight in the letter. Council 
agreed to rescind the motion 
entirely, so will not be sending a 
letter to the Province at all on this.
Dike audit report

The Silverton dike was 
audited on December 1, and 
council received the report, which 
states: “The Diking Authority is 
under new leadership with CAO 
Thoss for the last year. Prior to 
CAO Thoss, the Village has had 
very sporadic communication 
with the DIOD office and has 
received a 2022 compliance letter 
regarding insufficient annual dike 
inspection reporting (last received 
2009).” Council members agreed 
that this is a “big item” and needs 

Silverton council, December 13: RDCK seat returns to Councillor Main
“substantial discussion.” 
Study to help with 3rd 
Street

A step has been taken to 
resolve the issue of competing 
interests for the use of 3rd Street 
north of Silverton General Store. 

Silverton Building Supplies 
uses this space as a loading zone, 
and the Silverton General Store 
would like to set up a patio there. 

Counci l  agreed  wi th 
a recommendation from two 
planning consultants out of 
Revelstoke to do a ‘Parking and 
Public Use study’ at a cost of 
$3,000. Planners Fraser Blyth 
and Jonathan Schmidt, who 
have been assisting the Village 
with development applications, 
recommended the study, “to 
establish a clear criteria for when 
approval should be granted 
applications to use public right-
of-ways/existing parking areas 
by private businesses.” 

Councillor Mills voted 
against this. He said he was 
reluctant to spend any money on 
a study, and felt council could “do 
some work on this.”
Minutes caught up

Sixteen sets of draft minutes 
for council meetings from 
April 24 to November 17 were 
presented for adoption. The CAO 
fell behind on the minutes due to 
the staff shortage and the many 
pressing issues on her plate.

Councillors found minor 
errors in several of the minutes. 
The CAO said she would make 
the corrections. 

Councillor Leah Main put 
forward a motion to make the 
minutes a priority, and to ensure 
they are ready for the following 
meeting. Council agreed.

During public time, Don 
Broughton noted that the 
September 13 minutes say no 
one in the gallery spoke during 
public time. “I’m tired of being 
called a no one,” he said. He said 
he spoke, and then was “thrown 
out,” and then several others 
spoke. 
Office hours and 
staffing

The Village has hired an 
office assistant, allowing the 
office to be open Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, when 
there are two staff.

• The Public Notice Bylaw 
was given three readings. Notices 
will be published once in a 
local newspaper, posted on the 
Village website, and posted on 
the bulletin boards at the Village 
office and post office boxes.
Committee of the 
Whole

Councillor Main said she 
felt council needed committee 
of the whole meetings to discuss 
emerging issues, and put forward 
a motion to that effect. The CAO 
said if there were going to be 
more meetings, something would 
have to come off the priority list 
because of the capacity issue. 

The mayor said the Village’s 
function is to provide services, 
and Silverton’s water system and 
dikes need urgent attention, “so I 
don’t want to deflect from these 
things that are essential.” 

“I think council stepping 
forward and saying we want to 
do this is an important thing to 
say and to be seen as saying,” 
Main replied.

The motion passed.
WildSafeBC report

The year-end WildSafeBC 
report  was presented by 
coordinator Cora Skaien. Skaien 
had another busy season visiting 
schools, making presentations 
to community groups, setting 
up the WildSafeBC booth 
at events, canvassing door 
to door, submitting news 
articles, posting information 
on Facebook, supporting the 
Bear Smart Working Group and 
coordinating the electric fence 

and fruit tree replacement cost-
share programs. She said fruit 
trees continue to be the main issue 
in our region. One opportunity 
for Silverton is to designate the 
municipal campground as a ‘Bare 
Campground.’ The program 
provides campground operators 
with training and resources to 
reduce conflicts with bears and 
other wildlife. New Denver’s 
campground became a Bare 
Campground in 2023.

Growing Communities 
reserve fund

The $585,000 one-time 
payment from the Province, to be 
used for new infrastructure that 
will enable community growth, 
was tucked away into a reserve 
fund. There is no firm deadline 
for the Village to spend the 
Growing Communities funding, 
but the CAO reported that the 
Province would like to see it used 
up in about five years.

by Jan McMurray
At the  December  13 

Silverton council meeting, 
council heard a request from a 
very active community member 
for better treatment of local non-
profit groups.

Katrina Sumrall spoke to 
council as a representative of 
the Valhalla Fine Arts Society, 
but mentioned several other 
community groups in her 
presentation. “Each group, each 
society, each volunteer is an asset 
to this community,” she said.

The Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society offers a three-week 
summer music school, and a two-
week theatre and dance program. 
The society has purchased a 
piano for Memorial Hall, cellos, 
violins, performing chairs, music 
stands and other equipment for 
community use.

“To be able to offer this type 
of programming, this level of 
instruction and this commitment 
to community both culturally 
and economically, it takes an 
understanding from the partners 
involved,” she said.

VFAS partners with the 
Village of Silverton, Village of 
New Denver and School District 
10. Sumrall explained that the 
society has a joint use agreement 
with SD 10 for use of the school 
and an annual agreement with 
the Village of New Denver for 
the use of Knox Hall. Both 
agreements allow the society to 
have keys to these facilities. She 
said the society also sometimes 
uses Bosun Hall, which is easily 
accessible.

However, it’s a different 
story in Silverton, she said. The 
society had a key to Memorial 
Hall for 15 years, but changes at 
the Village came with a request 
to return the key.

“The way in which we get 
a key has been a struggle: when 
and where and how to meet the 
chief of maintenance, waiting for 
phone calls, racing to the doorstep 
of the hall to sign and collect 
the key to the door, not being 
allowed the key to the janitor 
room – all actions of mistrust, 
fear and misplaced power,” she 
said, adding that many local 
groups and individuals have gone 
through the same struggle to get 
the hall key.

“We understand the world 
is changing. We need more 
insurance, and liability coverage 

Non-profits want respect from Village of Silverton
has become an ever-present fear. 
Surely there are solutions that 
adhere to Village policy while 
meeting the needs of the user 
groups in a friendly, respectful 
way. We want to have trust from 
you so that we can proceed with 
the events that have made us 
proud to call this community our 
home,” she said.

At this point, Mayor Colin 
Ferguson interjected. “We’re not 
into public shaming, so if that’s 
your plan, you’d better zip it here. 
I am not going to stand for that. 
We can take this offline.”

Sumrall said she was just 
asking that council look at shared 
use agreements, better use of the 
lock box, or a system that allows 
users to have keys. 

“Our hope is for our society 
and all the other non-profit groups 
in Silverton that we will be able to 
work with this council and CAO 
towards building a more healthy 
community,” she said.

During public time, volunteer 
choir director Francie Oldham 
said Silverton council had been 
incredibly supportive of the 
community choir in the past, but 
not so much this year. She said 
the Village of Silverton put up 
many roadblocks, and she felt 
disrespected and distrusted. She, 
too, had problems getting the key 
to the hall.

Mayor Ferguson responded 
there was now a simple solution 
– a lockbox at Memorial Hall 
for the key.

“We’ve had incidences here 
that could go off the rails,” he 
said. “We had a deputation from 
the RCMP to make us aware of 

all the problems we could get 
ourselves into.”

Later in meeting, Mayor 
Ferguson said for many years, 
“we’ve been flying by the seat 
of our pants and it has worked, 
but not anymore. The world is 
changing. The onset of liability 
is a really big deal.”

Councillor denBok added 
that there were two lawsuits 
underway because someone 
from Calgary slipped and fell in a 
Silverton business two years ago.

During public time, Petra 
Hekkenberg of the Slocan Lake 

Arts Council thanked Sumrall 
for her speech, and council and 
staff for their hard work. “It’s 
been a rocky road and difficult. I 
see some small change of heart. 
I feel good about the future going 
forward.”

Linda Laktin said she hoped 
council would listen to the people 
of Silverton and understand their 
concerns.

“I know it’s been super 
difficult and I know it’s getting 
better and it will get better. It’s 
just been a heck of a learning 
curve,” denBok said.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! • Winter Hours: Open Wednesday to Satur-
day, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm • Jesse Schpakowski’s stunning ‘Koo-
tenay Landscapes 2024’ calendar, with multiple local photos, 
is now 30% off! • We still have a great selection of gorgeous 
Chicoração wool coats from Portugal and lovely Klippan blan-
kets from Sweden, and have restocked our ANIÁN collection of 
BC-made recycled wool and cotton garments • As always we’ve 
got the finest selection of quality books and journals in the Slo-
can • Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 
250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com • 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Tipping fees are going up by 10% 
for the second year in a row, spurred 
by the rising costs of operating the 
region’s transfer stations and landfills 
in recent years. The costs of fuel, 
labour, insurance, and supplies have 
gone up significantly, as has the cost 
of paying back loans. Also, regulatory 
requirements are becoming more 
stringent, adding more costs. The 
increase will help build up reserve 
funds needed for major projects planned 
over the next 10 years, such as landfill 
upgrades and closures, and infrastructure 
replacement. 
New Winlaw fire truck to 
come in 2025

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) authorized 
borrowing of up to $750,000 for Slocan 
Valley Fire Protection Services to 
purchase a new frontline fire engine for 
the Winlaw Volunteer Fire Department. 
Other newly adopted loan authorization 

RDCK board, December 14: Another 10% increase to tipping fees at transfer stations and landfills
bylaws also give Tarrys Volunteer 
Fire Department and the North Shore 
Volunteer Fire Department the go-ahead 
for 20-year financing terms for new 
engines. 

The RDCK received voter assent 
for long-term financing in three separate 
referendums held on December 2. In the 
Village of Slocan and defined portions of 
Areas H and I, 103 voters participated in 
the referendum out of 3,815 on the voters 
list, and 79 of the 103 were in favour.

In the past, the RDCK has used a 
combination of short-term financing 
(which does not need voter consent) and 
capital reserves to purchase fire engines. 
This time, however, long-term financing 
was the better option because the cost of 
fire engines has skyrocketed.

Fire departments within the RDCK 
must have a fire engine and water tender 
less than 25 years old, to meet specific 
National Fire Protection Association 
requirements. Winlaw Fire Department 
and Tarrys Fire Department are set to 
have engines replaced in 2025, and the 

North Shore in 2024.
Area K water services

Dave’s Plumbing Ltd, the local 
company that has been looking after 
the Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood 
water systems for the last 15 years, was 
awarded a four-year service agreement.

“Current operation and maintenance 
services are provided by Dave’s 
Plumbing Ltd.; however, a valid services 
agreement was not in place,” explains a 
staff report.

Dave’s Plumbing was the only 
company that responded to the request 
for proposal issued by the RDCK in 
September. His bid came in under 
budget, at $97,541.92 annually to 
provide operations, maintenance, 
repairs, and minor upgrades to the water 
services. Defined additional work will be 
done at an hourly rate.

“I am really pleased with this, that 
Dave is willing to do this important 
work for our water systems,” said Area 
K Director Teresa Weatherhead. “He’s 
top notch. I’ve worked with him for well 

over 20 years, and he’s so helpful to our 
communities.”

The agreement commenced January 
1, 2024, and will end December 31, 
2028.
2023-2026 strategic plan

The board adopted the 2023-2026 
strategic plan, which includes a vision 
statement, mission statement, list of 
values, list of strategic priorities and 
information on how the organization 
intends to achieve those priorities. 

The vision statement is: “The 
Board’s vision is a sustainable Central 
Kootenay region that is peaceful, 
pristine, and prosperous.” 

The mission statement is: “The 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
works to support our communities 
through effective service delivery while 
respecting the diversity of challenges 
within our region.” 

The board’s values are: inclusivity, 
integrity, working together, innovation, 
stewardship, and reconciliation.

Strategic priorities include: 

organizational excellence, develop 
relationships and partnerships, innovate 
to reduce the impact of waste, manage our 
assets and service delivery in a fiscally 
responsible manner, energy efficiency 
and environmental responsibility, 
regional approach to growth, advocacy.
Long-term service awards

The RDCK recognized and thanked 
17 employees for their hard work 
and long-term service. Among those 
recognized were Chief Administrative 
Officer Stuart Horn (10 years), Janet 
Matheson (Payroll Lead - 35 years), 
Joseph Richichi (Facility Operator, 
Community Services-35 years), Rachel 
Zdebiak (Landfill Attendant-25 years), 
David Rowe (GIS Technician-15 
years), Thomas Lavis (Nelson Head 
Custodian-15 years), and Evan Bjarnson 
(Water Technician, Erickson-15 years). 
Christine Hopkyns, Shiree Worden, Erik 
Chmara, Suzanne Nedham, AJ Evenson, 
Alayne Hamilton, Todd Johnston, and 
Paris Marshall Smith were all recognized 
for five years of service.
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Widespot: We 
long to do good
by Therese DesCamp

It’s taped to the bottom of my 
monitor, highlighted in pink: “to 
create the space for individual acts 
of humanity expressed through 
healthcare.”

That phrase has haunted me 
since I read it in the Médecins Sans 
Frontières/Doctors Without Borders 
bulletin last year. Its simplicity 
expresses a much-beleaguered 
understanding of human beings: that 
we are good, and that we long to 

do good, and that given the proper 
support, we will do good.

In the past years I’ve thought 
and sometimes written about ethical 
impotence, the situation in which 
we observe a perceived wrong and 
feel ourselves powerless to address 
it. We find ourselves in an untenable 
position because our inaction seems to 
condone the evil we observe. Maybe 
we don’t act because we think we 
have no power to impact the situation, 
as when a war starts in another part 
of the world. Maybe taking action 
involves risk to ourselves, as when 
we stand with someone who is being 
bullied. Or maybe we are simply 

uncertain what action will actually be 
helpful, as when a loved one is falling 
into addiction. All of these situations 
are tricky, and require thoughtful 
consideration. But one thing is for 
sure. Doing nothing does not work. 
Ethical impotence makes us soul-sick. 
Because we are good, and we long to 
do good. When we see suffering, we 
must gather our courage and act.

Of course, how we act matters: 
spiralling into viral outrage, where 
we focus on someone or some group 
to blame, may make us feel morally 
superior. It may relieve that pressure 
within us. But it seldom makes the 
situation better. The soul-sucking 

morass of ethical impotence simply 
turns into the quicksand of rage. This 
is usually not a skillful way to deal 
with our longing to correct some 
perceived wrong. 

We are good. We long to do good. 
Given appropriate supports, we will 
do good.

We don’t often acknowledge the 
work it takes to support others in 
humanitarian acts. But think about 
what our local food banks do in order 
to allow us to help feed the hungry in 
our own community. Think about the 
structure that MSF provides so people 
can give hands-on care to physical 
bodies that need healing, regardless 

of race, religion, creed or political 
convictions. Think about the many 
hours spent by hospice boards so 
volunteers can help the dying. These 
and many more groups affirm that 
we are good, we long to do good, and 
given appropriate supports, we will 
do good.

In the next few weeks, those of 
us in the Slocan Lake area are going 
to get the opportunity to do good and 
have fun. Please remember to come 
or contribute to the MSF International 
Cabaret on January 20 and the Winter 
Blues Boogie (for the New Denver & 
Area Housing Society) on February 
10. 

submitted
This  year ’s  Slocan Lake 

Christmas Bird Count showed a 
sharp decline in birds over last year. 
In 2022, intrepid birders barely 
stayed vertical trekking on icy 
ground; this year, nigh unto tropical 
conditions (poetic licence) had us 
half expecting daffodils. Despite the 
welcoming conditions, the number 
of birds spotted or heard was 36% 
of last year’s total. 

Traditionally, birds are counted 
on one day (count day) and three 
days before and after count day 
(count week). This year, on count 
day Slocan Lake birders found 344 
individual birds (32 species) and 
on count week an additional 29 
individual birds (3 more species) for 
a total of 373 birds (35 species). Last 
year, 798 birds were tallied on count 
day (30 species) and an additional 
244 birds in count week (6 more 

Christmas Bird Count results for Slocan Lake
species) for a total of 1,042 birds (36 
species). Our December 30 count day 
was eerily quiet.

Hills birders happily reacquainted 
themselves with resident trumpeter 
swans and lucked out with waterfowl, 
including common goldeneyes, 
buffleheads, hooded mergansers, 
horned grebes and green-winged 
teal, proving that the place to be 
was by the water. Rosebery had its 
own horned grebes and a couple 
of golden-crowned kinglets. New 
Denver had a yellow-rumped 
warbler, which by all rights should 
have been tucked into a warmer 
home this time of year. New Denver 
also had a western grebe and a great 
horned owl along with our valiant 
dippers, who somehow survive 
dives into frigid Carpenter Creek. 
The Orchard had a European starling 
along with the usual winter denizens. 
Denver Siding also had a great 

horned owl and the best showing 
of black-capped and chestnut-sided 
chickadees. Silverton had the usual 
winter suspects such as red-breasted 
nuthatches, flickers and Steller’s 
jays along with our only robin and 
evening grosbeaks.

Our totals for count day plus 
count week: Canada geese (2), 
trumpeter swans (8), mallards (6), 
common goldeneye (2), bufflehead 
(6), hooded merganser (5), ruffed 
grouse (2), horned grebe (9), western 
grebe (1), bald eagle (3), great-
horned owl (2), downy woodpecker 
(7), northern flicker (15), pileated 
woodpecker (4), Steller’s jays (32), 
American crow (10), common raven 
(17), black-capped chickadee (80+), 
chestnut-backed chickadee (47), red-
breasted nuthatch (38), brown creeper 
(6), Pacific wren (1), American dipper 
(11), golden-crowned kinglet (19+), 
American robin (1), varied thrush 

(1), song sparrow (11), pine siskin 
(2), dark-eyed junco (3), American 
goldfinch (2), evening grosbeak (11), 
pine grosbeak (3), European starling 
(2), yellow-rumped warbler (1), 
green-winged teal (3).

This was the 124th year for the 

North American Christmas Bird 
Count. Records from more than 2,000 
circles are given to Birds Canada and 
the Audubon Society. They constitute 
one of the globe’s biggest data sets 
for wildlife, and are consulted by 
biologists, naturalists and planners.

About 1,000 people came out for the Nelson Polar Bear Swim at Lakeside Park – including the whole Nelson Leafs team – and 200-250 people took 
the plunge. The event raised more than $7,000 for Kootenay Co-op Radio and Friends of Kootenay Lake. “Kootenay Co-op Radio is celebrating its 

25th anniversary this year, and we can confidently say that the festivities have kicked off with a fantastic start!” said Amélie Sauquet-Davidson of KCR.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Co-op will be the 

new owner of The Dam Restaurant and 
Bar in South Slocan as of February 1.

“Cooperatives throughout Western 
Canada have been focusing on new 
opportunities beyond the conventional 
retail commodities we’re used to seeing 
with gas bars, convenience stores, 
cardlocks, food stores, etc.,” said 
General Manager Chris Sapriken.

This latest investment begins a new 
chapter for the co-op after previously 
announcing intentions to seek solid 
opportunities for diversification. 

Slocan Valley Co-op purchases The Dam Restaurant and Bar
“A relatively new department 

at Federated Co-operatives Limited 
(FCL) has been providing services to 
assist co-ops in evaluating business 
viability and feasibility,” explained 
Sapriken. “Substantial effort from 
Slocan Valley Co-op management 
was put in, supported by the business 
development specialists at FCL to 
conclude The Dam represented a solid 
investment for the co-op’s member-
owners. Setting aside the numbers, 
a family restaurant like The Dam 
perfectly aligns with the co-op and 
how our team members help our guests 

feel welcome. We felt The Dam was a 
perfect way to blend our co-operative 
values with their team’s commitment to 
great service and desire to help people 
just have a good time.”

The current team at The Dam have 
all been provided offers of employment 
to join the co-op. There are several plans 
in the works to investigate possible 
synergies to enhance products and 
services between The Dam and the co-
op’s network of convenience stores. For 
now, the focus will be on integrating the 
team with the co-op, and taking the time 
to learn about each other.
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Reuben Oliver 
Buerge

October 22, 1988 - 
November 8, 2023

It is with great sadness that I 
announce the unexpected passing of 
my son, Reuben Oliver Buerge, on 
November 8, 2023.

Reuben was my world and I am 
discovering that besides being my 
amazing son, he had many, many 
deep and lasting friendships in his 
time with us.  I am so proud of him.

Reuben was born and raised in Burton.  He attended Burton 
Elementary School for grades K to 7 and developed long-lasting 
friendships during that time. He enjoyed fishing and hunting and just 
playing around in the fields, trees, mountains and water around him.  
His cousin, Brandon, was his constant companion during most of his 
escapades throughout his entire life. 

Reuben graduated from Nakusp Secondary in 2006.  He went to the 
Thompson River Univ Welding program in 2007 and was recruited out 
of his class by a company in Fort Nelson.  Reuben worked for a few 
years with the welding company then moved to Cameron Canada as a 
Gas Field Service Technician.  Two years ago Reuben returned to his 
childhood home in Burton.  He had decided to go to the international 
side of the company and has spent his last 23 months in Qatar on a rig.  
Reuben loved his job and developed some amazing friendships with his 
fellow rig workers.  

Reuben is predeceased by his Papa, R. Oliver Buerge, Nana, Helen 
M Buerge, Gramma, Lila Ballance and Uncles, Darwin Buerge and Russ 
Ballance. He is survived by his mother, Brenda Buerge (Dave Ewings), 
daughter, Selene Sutton, Aunts Wanda Buerge, Dianne Ballance, Katrina 
Ballance, Uncle Brad Ballance (Kym Daley), cousins Brandon, Devin 
(Danielle), and Amanda Buerge, Uma and Iyla Ballance and Nicola 
Kraus along with many other extended relatives.

I’d like to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude for the kindness, 
love and support from all our family and friends who have comforted 
us at this time of sorrow. Reuben’s friends and colleagues have been 
amazing and filling my heart with love over the respect and love they had 
for him. The memories and stories have held me together. Thank you!

We will hold a celebration on April 13, 2024 at the Burton 
Community Hall.

You are missed so 
very much

I often sit and think about
The years that have passed by
And of the happiness and joy
That was shared by you and I
I think of all the laughter
The smiles and all the fun
And,  before I even know it
My tears have once again begun
For, although it brings me comfort
To walk down memory lane
It reminds me how, without you,
Life has never been the same.

Mike Malekow
1952- 2019

I miss you everyday my love.
Loving you always and forever

— Pam

In Loving Memory
— 5 years has gone by —

submitted by the Nakusp Public 
Library

You have probably heard that 
learning can be fun. It is true, 
especially when playing games is 
part of the learning. And you have 
probably heard that celebrating with 
your children is a good idea. That’s 

Games a fun way to learn at the library on Family Literacy Day
true, too. You and your children can 
play games and celebrate Family 
Literacy Day on Saturday, January 27 
at Nakusp Public Library between 1 
and 3 in the afternoon. 

Children, parents, grandparents, 
and friends of children are invited 
to celebrate Family Literacy Day by 

playing games that build language 
and math skills. You will also learn 
how to make games with your 
children. Warning: these games are 
low-tech and you can make them with 
materials you have around the house 
– paper, pens, and beans. Making 
these games at home won’t cost you, 
and they promise to bring laughs 
and fun for all ages. Instructions for 
games will be available to take home.

There will be a display of books 
and information about playful ways to 

help children learn to read, write, do 
math, perform science experiments, 
and more. There will also be books 
about parenting, helping you to 
navigate the path with your little ones 
with ease. Your library is a treasure 
trove for you and your children.

Refreshments will be served.
Come celebrate Family Literacy 

Day at your public library where 
every child can enjoy a free library 
card. 

We also regularly host the 

Scribbletastics writing group 
(second Mondays), Jump into Music 
(Tuesday mornings – register at the 
Village of Nakusp office), Knitting 
and Crocheting Club (Wednesdays), 
Nakusp Hospice Death Café (third 
Thursdays), BYOBook Book Club 
(second Fridays), and Mother Goose 
(Saturdays). 

The Nakusp Public Library is 
open 12-5 Tuesday through Saturday 
and 12-7 on Wednesday. See you at 
the library soon!

submitted
A male was arrested in Burton 

Quick response by public assists RCMP in locating stolen vehicle
on January 4 and charged with 
possession of stolen property, theft 

of a motor vehicle and prohibited 
driving. Once again, community 
members in Nakusp and Burton 
provided assistance so the RCMP 
could quickly find the stolen vehicle 
and the suspect.

At about 9:30 am on January 4, 
Nakusp RCMP received the report of 
the stolen vehicle. The vehicle owner 
said it had been stolen between 7 and 
9:30 that morning, and added that his 
keys had been stolen a week earlier 
when he left them in the vehicle. 
RCMP began patrols while the owner 
contacted friends. Police were then 
notified that the vehicle may have 
been seen near Burton, so a member 
attended and spoke to a pedestrian. 
The pedestrian had just seen a vehicle 
matching the description he had 
received minutes earlier heading 
up McCormack Road. The officer 
followed and turned onto Caribou 
Creek Road, where he located the 
vehicle and suspect.

Corporal Tom Gill would like 
to remind everyone to keep vehicles 
locked, keep any items of value out 
of sight, and not to leave keys in the 
vehicle.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp residents are facing a 10% 

tax hike this year, adding about $113 to 
the average residential tax bill. 

Director of Finance Mark Tennant 
presented the 2024 provisional operating 
budget at the December 11 Nakusp 
council meeting. 

The tax increase is 3% more than 
expected. In last year’s five-year financial 
plan, the tax increase for this year was 
forecast to be 7%. “The primary reason 
for the larger than originally planned 
increased is due to an increase in staffing 
levels,” said Tenant in his staff report 

Water rates are also set to increase 
by 7.4% and sewer rates by 6.8%, “to 
offset increasing costs and to ensure 

10% tax increase proposed for Nakusp
contributions are made to reserves for 
future capital expenditures,” Tenant’s 
report says. Budgeted contributions to 
reserves are $276,945 for water and 
$231,350 for sewer, and Tenant says the 
Village should be setting aside more. 
“Rates will need to continue to increase 
at a pace above inflation to close the 
gap,” he says.

Water, sewer and the hot springs 
all operate on fees – no tax dollars are 
required for these services. In fact, the 
hot springs kicks in some funds to the 
operating budget, to the tune of $49,100 
this year. 

Property taxes make up just over 
$1.4 million of the total almost $3.4 
million operating budget this year. The 

rest of the revenue comes from payments 
in lieu of taxes from senior governments, 
fees and charges, grants, the RDCK, 
transfers from reserve funds, and the 
hot springs.

The 2024 budget for the hot springs 
is $1,210,800, up from $1,068,000 last 
year – a 13% increase. Tenant says staff 
is confident that these revenues can be 
met, as 2023 revenues at the hot springs 
exceeded the budgeted amount. Also, 
hot springs rate increases are planned 
for 2024. However, he said if there is a 
shortfall this year, it can be covered by 
the COVID-19 Safe Restart grant.

Tenant also reported that as of 
November 30, $238,331 in taxes was 
still owing to the Village.

At the Nakusp council meeting on December 11, Fire Chief Terry Warren presented Lieutenant Art Olson and auxiliary members Gordon Matchett 
and Arnie Herridge with a medal and certificate from the Office of the Governor General for 20 years of exemplary service with the Nakusp & 

District Volunteer Fire Department. Warren also gave each of them a lapel badge.
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by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s newly restored 

historic milk wagon is back on 
the grounds of the Centennial 
building, looking very sharp in 
its new shelter.

The Nakusp Rail Society 
restored the wagon and 
constructed the shelter, with 
Tracy Fetters coordinating 
the project. The project was 
funded with a grant from 
Heritage BC and Columbia 
Basin Trust, and a donation 
from Nakusp resident Sharon 
Montgomery.

Beautifully restored milk wagon back on display at Centennial building in Nakusp
The wagon was donated 

to the Nakusp & District 
Museum by Audrey and Arnie 
Janzen, who were neighbours 
of the original owners, the 
Hohenleitner family. The 
Hohenleitners farmed in 
Brouse and used the wagon to 
deliver milk. 

Sharon Montgomery, 
long-time volunteer at the 
museum, says the wagon was 
stored in a barn for years, and 
finally brought down to the 
Centennial building around 
2005 to be put on display 

outside the museum. Then 
in 2017, discussion about 
relocating the wagon began 
among the three occupants 
of Centennial Building – the 
library, the museum and the 
archives.

T h e  A r r o w  L a k e s 
Historical Society (ALHS) 
received a $15,000 grant from 
Heritage BC and Columbia 
Basin Trust in 2020, and hired 
consultant Bob Inwood to 
design a new shelter and help 
find a new location for the 
wagon. The search for another 

location was not successful and 
was eventually abandoned.

Marilyn Taylor of ALHS 
recalls that the restoration of 
the wagon was not part of the 
original plan. It was Inwood 
who suggested the wagon could 
be restored, and he provided 
guidance on how to go about it. 
Knowing that the Nakusp Rail 
Society had a lot of restoration 
experience, ALHS asked the 
rail society if they’d like to take 
on the project. The rail society 
agreed, and ALHS gave them a 
donation from the grant money 
to pay for the materials.

When the rail society team 
was power washing the old 
grey wagon, its original colours 
were revealed – red wheels 
with black pinstriping and a 
yellow undercarriage with 
black pinstriping. “It was such 
a nice surprise to uncover 
all those beautiful colours – 
although it sure added to the 
work!” said Fetters. 

A team of five volunteers 
put in 140 hours cleaning, 
repairing and repainting the 
wagon in winter/spring 2022.

The shelter was completed 
in fall 2023, made possible by a 
$13,000 donation from Sharon 
Montgomery and the amazing 
Rail Society construction crew, 
organized by Tracy Fetters. Art 
Olson oversaw the project, 

with Lou Michaud doing the 
majority of the build with help 
from Earl Frerichs. The Village 
poured the cement pad for the 
beautiful new display.

The Nakusp Rail Society 
stewards the CP Rail history 
site in the community park. 
Society volunteers have 

restored the Brouse train 
station building and the interior 
of the snowplough, and have 
converted two train axels into 
massive benches. 

“We have carpenters 
and volunteers who are 
magnificently talented,” Fetters 
said.

The team involved in the Nakusp milk wagon project: Don Kirk, Ken Williams, Marilyn Taylor, Sharon Montgomery, Earl 
Frerichs, Lou Michaud, Art Olson, Len Smith, Paul Fetters, Dave Buckrell.
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by Joanne Feenstra
The Slocan Community Library is 

proposing an expansion that would add 
two rooms to the facility, and asked 
council to meet with library board reps 
and CBT Community Liaison Angie 
Elsmore to discuss the plan. Councillor 
Jordan Knott expressed a keen interest 
in the project. He said the renovation 
could trigger a requirement to bring the 
entire building up to code, so it may 
be more economical to find a new site 
and build a new library. Mayor Jessica 
Lunn said a preliminary meeting could 
include the other groups that use the 
building (health and fitness centres). 
Council agreed to invite Elsmore and 
building user groups to a meeting on 
January 22 at 5 pm.
Transfer station upgrade

Councillor Buller reported that 
the transfer station will receive a 
new bin and a rebuild of the intake 
retaining wall. Councillor Knott 
asked if the new bin would include 
services for businesses, as the Slocan 
transfer station is for residential use 
only. Businesses have to drive their 
recycling to the transfer station at 
Crescent Valley, where the recycling 

Slocan council, December 11: Library proposes expansion
is amalgamated with residential 
recycling. Knott stated that, as a 
business owner, he has tried to 
communicate with RDCK about this 
but they have now stopped replying 
to his emails.
Ball field revitalization

T h e  Vi l l a g e  r e c e i v e d  a 
$152,000 CBT grant for the ball 
field revitalization project. Public 
Works reported that work on the 
ballpark irrigation intake and weir 
stabilization is complete. A member 
of the public, Katie Strong, asked if 
the logs currently in place around the 
ballpark would be replaced. She said 
that although the older logs have been 
removed, the bolts that held them in 
place remain and are now a safety 
hazard. Councillor Van Bynen said 
if the logs are not replaced, people 
could drive right on to the ball field. 
Unfortunately, replacing the perimeter 
logs was not part of the original ball 
park redesign, the CAO said. Mayor 
Lunn suggested that an assessment 
of the perimeter could be initiated 
and brought up in future budget 
discussions. 

New light poles will be sourced 

for the outdoor arena area and the 
installation will be completed by 
Public Works and an electrician. 
Fitness centre fees

Councillor Buller reported on the 
Fitness Centre Committee meeting. 
Fitness Centre fees for the third quarter, 
at $8,000, are double that of last year at 
the same time and currently on trend to 
be at pre-pandemic levels for 2023. A 
new fee structure will be implemented 
at the centre – $25 per month or $1 
per day for a partial month. Buller 
said currently, individuals are able 
to use the centre without paying 
the full monthly fee, representing a 
loss of about 30% of total possible 
revenue. Buller also said that due to the 
difficulty of operating an unmonitored 
facility, the fitness centre will keep 
the minimum user age to 16. Fitness 
instructors can provide programming 
but all participants will need to be 
members of the facility and over 16. 
Funds for proposed 
beach playground

Kevin Millership reported that 
the Beaver Full Moon Fundraiser for 
beach playground equipment had 90 
people in attendance and raised $452. 
He presented a cheque to council for 
the full amount. Millership said he 
would have another event to continue 
raising money. He had various 
suggestions for equipment and stated 
that three contractors volunteered to 
complete the installation at no cost. 
If council is unable to approve a 
playground at the beach in the next two 
or three years, Millership suggested 
the funds could go towards lighting 
for the beach volleyball court. “The 
playground could be later because I 
can always raise more money in the 
future,” he said.

Landscaping lack
Pat Ashton spoke to concerns 

about the lack of maintenance for 
municipal landscaping projects.

“The first thing you see in Slocan 
is a flower box grown over with 
crabgrass,” he said. He said the gardens 
at the docks are full of crabgrass, all 
the stone from a previous project is still 
piled in the beach parking lot, and “we 
need to take a look at what we already 
have and maintain it because that’s 
what attracts people.” Ashton had 
various suggestions for coordinating 
volunteers who could maintain the 
landscaping infrastructure. 

Councillor Buller said council 
wants the landscaping to take priority 
but time spent in union negotiations 
and hiring for public works has derailed 
the issue. Mayor Lunn said there had 
been discussions about contracting 
out landscaping maintenance work, 
and that the idea of using community 
groups and volunteers was also of 
interest. CAO Gordon will reach out 
to the community of Taber to find 
out about the Communities in Bloom 
program. 

Lunn thanked Ashton for speaking 
out. She said council has a priority to 
deal with items that are highly visible 
– things that if left undone, are noticed, 
and if done, are appreciated. 
Affordable housing

The Slocan Affordable Housing 
Project, a joint project of the 
municipality and the Slocan Valley 
Housing Society, issued a request 
for proposals to eight architectural 
firms. Three were shortlisted for an 
interview. Geotech procurement will 
be the next step in the process. The 
housing will be constructed on the old 
curling rink site.
Garbage rates going up

Council voted to increase the 2024 
flat rate for solid waste collection to 
$143, an increase of $7 or 6% over 
2022. Extra garbage bag tag fees will 
increase to $3.75. 

Tipping fees at RDCK transfer 
stations and landfills are increasing 
by 10% to $151.25 per tonne in 2024. 
Although the Slocan transfer station 
does not have a weigh scale, 2023 
volumes were estimated at 95 tonnes, 
at a cost of $13,067 to the municipality. 
2023 user fees brought in about 
$31,900, while garbage collection 
expenses were about $26,575 and 
Clean Up Week expenses about 
$4,084. Slocan municipal rates for 
solid waste collection have increased 
over 20% in the last 10 years. 
Water rates rising

Council gave third reading to 
the Water Rate Bylaw, increasing 
2024 municipal water rates by 7%, 
from $533 to $570. By way of 
comparison, New Denver’s rates are 
$377, Silverton’s rates are $567 and 
Castlegar’s rates are over $1,000 a 
year. Capital expenditures for the water 
plant will be approximately $66,000 in 
2024, which includes $30,000 for 
outsourced source water planning and 
investigative work. Utility bills will be 
mailed out in January. 

On November 13, a small 
rockslide occurred adjacent to the 
water plant intake shed. RDCK 

Emergency Department and SNT 
Engineering’s geotechnical team 
are trying to determine the risk of 
further debris coming down the 
rock face. Emergency Management 
BC could potentially assist with 
the cost of mitigation, which could 
include rockfall protection fencing and 
possibly scaling. 
Financial report

The financial report for the 
third quarter of 2023 stated that 
business licence revenue is up 50%, 
at $3,900 compared to $2,500 in 
the previous year, due to Kootenay 
inter-community business license 
purchases. The campground had 
a 10% revenue decrease ($7,000) 
because of canceled reservations 
during the few weeks of smoke last 
summer. Building permit revenue is 
down in 2023, which is likely linked 
to inflation and higher lending rates. 
Public Health and Welfare expenses 
are up $16,000 from last year, due to 
a $12,500 purchase of new refuse bins. 
Youth choir ups its request

The Slocan Valley Youth Choir 
submitted an application for $2,100 
to augment revenues for their current 
season. Major Lunn recommended that 
as the choir supports Slocan Valley 
youth, the directors could contact the 
Area H director for funding as well. 
CAO Gordon said the choir could also 
apply through the CBT ReDi grant 
program. Councillor Knott noted that 
this request is for considerably more 
than what was granted in the past. The 
Youth Choir was awarded $600 to 

NKL Arts 
Council show 
is on at the 
Langham
submitted

The North Kootenay Lake Arts 
Council is hosting an unjuried art 
exhibit at the Langham, showcasing 
emerging and established artists alike 
who live and work in this thriving 
region. 

The Salon of the Arts Art Exhibit 
runs from January 6 to February 3, 
when the NKL Arts Council will hold 
their annual fundraiser, The Salon of 
the Arts Performance Showcase & 
Silent Auction. It will be an evening 
full of local talent with music, comedy 
sketches, song and dance. There will 
be art to buy and a silent auction with 
gifts and services donated by our 
supportive local businesses along with 
the locally hand-painted Front Street 
banners from past years to bid on. And 
of course there will be refreshments 
with which to toast our good fortune 
as we marvel at the creativity of our 
friends and neighbours.

All this will help the NKL Arts 
Council raise money for the work 
that they do, which includes a JVH 
grad student bursary, the Front 
Street banners, Art in the Market, 
Art Walk, CKCA grant liaison and 
more. Please bring a friend and your 
wallet and come to the Langham on 
Saturday February 3 at 7 pm. For more 
information, check the NKLAC FB 
page or email nklarts@kaslo.org
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

FOSTER HOMES DESPERATELY 
NEEDED, ESPECIALLY FOR CATS!!

YOU CAN HELP.
Yo u  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t 

PALS does not have an actual building 
for the animals in our care.
We rely on members of our communities 
to open their homes to temporarily take 
care of the pets we rescue.
If this is something that interests you, 
for more information call PALS today 
at 250-265-3792.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo council said goodbye to its 
Chief Administrative and Financial 
Officer, Ian Dunlop. December 
12, Dunlop sat for his last council 
meeting before his resignation.

“I really, sincerely, want to thank 
you for the last four and a half years,” 
said an emotional Mayor Suzan 
Hewat. “It’s been a real pleasure 
working with you, Ian. You’ve done 
a lot for our community.”

Dunlop supported the Village 
through the challenging times of 
COVID-19. He also helped advance 
several major projects, such as a 
new Official Community Plan, an 
affordable housing development, 
arena renovations, and capital 
infrastructure improvements. 

Dunlop is resigning for personal 
reasons, after his partner accepted 
a job in the Vancouver area. He 
thanks Mayor Hewat, council, and 
the dedicated Village staff for the 
opportunity to serve Kaslo. He also 
thanks the community for their warm 
support during his tenure.

“We wish you all the best in your 
future,” said Hewat, 
South Beach 
development proposal

Second reading of the zoning 
bylaw amendment that would see 
South Beach rezoned from industrial 
to a mix of residential, RV park and 
parkland was referred to the January 
9 council meeting. 

“The proponent is required to 
provide a report on the information 
session [that occurred November 29 
at the Legion – see December 14 
Valley Voice, page 7],” said CAO 

Kaslo council, December 12: Last meeting for CAO Ian Dunlop
Dunlop. “We have not received it 
yet. There will be more information 
from it that will be relevant to the 
decision.”

If there still isn’t enough 
information by January 9, Mayor 
Hewat said a second reading can 
be referred again to ensure fulsome 
consideration.

Council gave first reading to 
the zoning bylaw amendment at its 
October 25 meeting. Second reading 
does not mean council is obligated 
to adopt the amendment. Rather, 
it gives council an opportunity to 
discuss and review the proposed 
rezoning. A third reading would 
follow before final adoption.

Council received several letters 
from residents with concerns 
about the development proposal. 
All members of the public are 
welcome to submit comments about 
the proposal directly to the Village. 
Kaslo Community 
Services building 
project

To  a c c o m m o d a t e  K a s l o 
Community Services’ plans to build 
an addition onto its building, council 
granted a Development Variance 
Permit (DVP) that reduces parking 
and setback requirements.

The addition, designed by Cover 
Architecture, would add about 1,000 
square feet for offices, waiting 
area, therapy, accessible washroom 
and a meeting room. A second 
storey on the addition would provide 
residential space for emergency and 
transitional use.

“Kaslo Community Services 
provides important support and 
programs for residents of Kaslo and 

North Kootenay Lake. Their current 
facility is too small to accommodate 
the services they provide. Our 
community also lacks residential 
accommodation for individuals 
or families that need transient 
accommodation,” states the staff 
report on this item.

The DVP reduces the easterly 
side yard setback from 4.5 metres 
to 1.66 metres, and the number 
of parking spaces for office and 
residential use from seven to three. 
The three parking spots will be 
at the rear of the building. Kaslo 
Community Services (KCS) will also 
pave the boulevard in front of the 
property along B Avenue to provide 
four on-street public parking spots. 
These spots will have restrictions on 
overnight parking to make sure the 
street can be cleared of snow.

KCS is a non-profit, multi-
service organization that serves 
seniors, adults, families, adolescents, 
and children. Services include 
counselling, food security, a family 
resource centre, and a safe homes 
program. 
Accessibility Committee 
grant application

As requested by the Accessibility 
Committee, the Village will apply 
for a grant from Disability Alliance 
BC to support the committee’s work. 
The grant would fund additional 
staff hours, or contracted support 
positions. Disability BC provides 
capacity-building grants of up to 
$4,000 to local governments on a 
case-by-case basis.

The committee has developed 
a draft Accessibility Plan, which is 
posted on the Village website for 

feedback. It has also successfully 
advocated for greater visibility 
for handicapped parking signage 
downtown. However, “progress is 
limited by budget and staff capacity 
constraints,” states a staff report. 

Through provisions of the 
Accessible British Columbia 
Act, Kaslo is required to have an 
Accessibility Committee and an 
Accessibility Plan. The aim of the 
act is to identify and reduce barriers 
to municipal facilities or services 
for people with disabilities. Kaslo’s 
committee was formed in 2023.
Winter in the Forest

The Village will provide in-kind 
support and apply for a grant to 
support the 2024 Winter in the Forest 
Festival. 

“Winter in the Forest Festival is 
a much-loved event, with a history 
of almost 20 years,” said Cloe 
Bayeur-Holland in a letter to council 
and staff. Bayeur-Holland is the 
executive director of the Kaslo 
Housing Society.

The festival is being hosted by the 
housing society, with assistance from 
the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society. It is held on the 
Family Day long weekend at the 
western end of the aerodrome.

Since the aerodrome is municipal 
property, council permission is 
required. The Village will also 
provide in-kind support via Public 
Works crew time. The crew will 
move snow, create piles for slides 
and sculptures, and clear parking 
and gathering spaces. The Village 
will apply for a grant from the BC 
Recreation and Parks Association 
for Family Day activities. A grant of 

$1,000 is available to municipalities 
to fund free Family Day events.
Arena property reserve

Council  adopted a bylaw 
amendment that will allow donations 
made to the Kaslo and Area D Arena 
Property Reserve to be directed 
specifically to one of the three 
facilities on site: the arena, the 
curling rink, or the racquet club. This 
decision ensures that donations made 
through the Village will go directly 
to the facilities they are intended for. 

Only the principal amount of 
the donation will be set aside for the 
specified facility; interested earned 
will be pooled and added to the 
reserve fund for use in any eligible 
project. 
Fees and charges bylaw

Village residents are looking 
at new municipal fees and charges 
for 2024, after council adopted an 
updated bylaw. Most notable of 
the changes includes a 5% increase 
on water and sewer services. For a 
residential property, the water fee 
has increased to $378 (from $360) 
and the waste fees increased to $432 
(from $411). Garbage bag tags also 
increased, now $4 instead of $3.75. 

Other fees changes include 
increases in burning permits, 
pit runs, cemetery services, and 
photocopying, printing, and scanning 
services. The changes have been 
made to reflect the staff time required 
for administering the services.

The new fees took effect January 
1.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council approved a Temporary 
Use Permit (TUP) that will allow 
the operation of an automotive, paint 
shop and garage, in part of the existing 
building at 517 3A Avenue. 

Alpine Engineering Ltd, the 
owner and future developer of the 
property, made the application for the 
TUP. “This property was originally 
developed as an automotive garage in 
the 1980s. The property has since been 
rezoned as R1 Small Lot Residential 
but, until such time as development is 
appropriate, the current tenant wishes 
to continue the existing land use as it 
was originally designated ‘automotive, 
paint shop, garages, etc.’,” says a letter 
from Alpine to CAO Robinson.

A TUP allows the owner to use the 
property for activities not explicitly 
permitted in the zoning for three years. 
It can be renewed once, for a further 
three years and can be revoked if the 
property is not in compliance with 
Village bylaws.

Staff reported that the property 
owner was notified of the property’s 
unsightliness and has cleaned up all 
but one section. As Alpine has applied 
to subdivide the property, staff is 
confident that the clean-up will be 
completed.

Now that the TUP has been 
approved, the automotive shop will 
need to get a business licence. This 

Nakusp council, December 11: Temporary use permit approved
will involve a fire inspection.
Airport fencing

Staff  wi l l  submit  a  grant 
application to the BC Air Access 
Program to install some fencing at 
the Nakusp Airport. This is part of 
the groundwork necessary for future 
development of the facility, which has 
been identified as a potential economic 
driver as well as a strategic location for 
wildfire fighting.

To pave the way for airport 
development, the Village applied in 
2022 to have the portion of the airport 
lands in the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR) removed. The application was 
approved, with several conditions. 
One of these is that fencing must be 
installed between the portion removed 
and the land still in the ALR.

The fencing project is estimated 
to cost $95,000. The grant will cover 
60% of the cost, so the Village would 
be required to contribute $38,000.

An Airport Master Plan project – 
another of the conditions of the ALR 
removal – is ongoing, staff reported.
Stormwater reserve

There is no reserve fund for the 
stormwater system, which would cost 
more than $4 million to replace. “While 
there are numerous Village assets that 
are underfunded through our asset 
management program, stormwater 
assets have been identified as a priority 
due to the current condition and risk 

of failure,” says Director of Finance 
Mark Tennant in a staff report. 

Staff will prepare a bylaw 
amendment that establishes a 
stormwater reserve fund for council 
consideration.
Nakusp transfer station in 
design stage

Transitioning the Nakusp landfill 
to a transfer station has been in 
the planning stages for some time. 
Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported that 
preliminary design drawings for 
the transfer station were presented 
at an RDCK committee meeting in 
November.

The new transfer station will be 
constructed southeast of the existing 
weigh scale. Zeleznik said he met 
on site with RDCK staff and Area 
K Director Teresa Weatherhead, and 
many improvements to the preliminary 
design were suggested. Updated 
drawings are expected to come to a 
future committee meeting.

Sperling Hansen Associates was 
awarded the contract for the design, 
tendering and management of the 
construction of transfer stations at 
Nakusp, Rosebery and Slocan in May 
last year.
Advance Care Paramedics 
needed

Mayor Zeleznik reported that he 
and Councillor Tina Knooihuizen 
met with representatives of the BC 

Rural Coordination Centre, which 
works to improve rural health care in 
BC. One of the takeaways was that 
Nakusp and other rural communities 
need Advanced Care Paramedics 
(ACPs) to transfer patients with 
serious conditions from the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital to hospitals in bigger 
centres, such as Trail and Kelowna. 
Zeleznik said ACPs are now only 
deployed in larger centres. This means 
that it sometimes takes days to transfer 
these critically ill patients, and doctors 
have had to ride in the ambulance with 
the patients at times.
Zoning bylaw 
contraventions

Counci l  adopted  a  bylaw 
amendment that will allow staff to issue 
tickets to residents in contravention of 
the recently adopted zoning bylaw. 

“The zoning bylaw is one of 
the more cr i t ical  bylaws for 
municipalities,” wrote Codie Jones in 
her staff report. The fines for violating 
the zoning bylaw are higher than 
others to highlight this importance.

Staff has identified four provisions 
that are eligible for a ‘compliance 
agreement.’ This means the penalty 
could be reduced by 50% if the 
resident comes into compliance within 
an agreed amount of time, usually a 
year. The four provisions concern the 
height of fences and landscaping in 
relation to property and sight lines. 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING
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Village of New Denver
PUBLIC NOTICES

Please check the Village of New Denver website regularly 
for information and updates.
2024 UTILITY BILLINGS
Invoices for 2024 water and garbage charges have been 
mailed to property owners. Payments can be made in person 
at the Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union’s online banking. Please note 
that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that have not 
been paid by February 15th, 2024. An additional 5% penalty 
will be applied to all amounts that remain unpaid at October 
1st, 2024.
DOG LICENCE RENEWAL REMINDER
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence, which can be obtained from the 
Village Office. In accordance with the Village of New Denver’s 
Animal Control Bylaw, there is a $15.00 reduction in the licence 
fees, if the licence for the current year is purchased prior to 
January 31st or within 30 days of the date that the owner first 
comes into possession of the dog.
BUSINESS LICENCES
A current business licence is required for all commercial 
undertakings of any kind within the Village of New Denver, 
including home-based businesses, professional, personal or 
other services for the purpose of gain or profit. In addition, 
there is the Inter-Community Business License (ICBL). ICBL 
allows eligible businesses to operate across participating 
communities without having to buy a separate business 
licence for each community. For more information or to obtain 
a business licence, please contact the Village Office.

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

Kenneth 
Charles 

Cuthbert
July 31, 1941 – 

December 3, 2023
It is with great sadness we 

announce that Kenneth Charles 
Cuthbert, beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, and friend, 
passed away peacefully at the age of 
82 surrounded by love on December 
3, 2023.

Ken’s life was full of love, happiness, and many adventures that 
brought him much fulfillment in life. His accomplishments brought him 
many titles, such as the youngest fire chief in Canada at the age of 28, as 
well as many other jobs that he acquired throughout his life and excelled 
at. In 1966, he married his sweetheart Layne and shortly after was blessed 
with his oldest son Stephen, followed by Kevin, then later Jeff.  Ken had a 
passion for life that extended beyond his family. His love for the open road 
and thrill of riding motorcycles was evident in the countless adventures 
he embarked upon, relishing the freedom and exhilaration that riding 
brought him. Additionally, his compassion extended to his animals as well. 
Ken had a special bond with his animals and found immense joy in their 
companionship. He had many animals on his hobby farm in Winlaw with 
his wife, such as chickens, horses, dogs, cats, and goats as well as many 
pets before them over the years. He loved them dearly.    

Throughout his life, Ken touched the lives of countless individuals with 
his warmth, wisdom, and gentle spirit. He was known for his generosity, 
always willing to lend a helping hand and offer advice to anyone in need. 
His genuine concern for others and his ability to listen without judgement 
earned him the respect and admiration of all who knew him. His passing 
leaves a void that cannot be filled, but his legacy of love, kindness, and 
unwavering dedication to his family will continue to be a guiding light for 
those he leaves behind. Ken’s memory will forever live on in the hearts 
of his family and friends. 

While Ken may no longer be physically present, the love he shared 
and the values he instilled in his family will continue to be a source of 
strength and guidance for years to come. He will be dearly missed and 
remembered fondly as a beacon of love and a pillar of strength. He took 
immense pride in his existing family, cherishing their accomplishments and 
the love they shared, finding solace and joy in the unity and achievements 
of his beloved family members. 

Ken’s love, laughter, and wisdom will be cherished and remembered 
always. May he rest in peace, knowing that he made an indelible mark on 
the lives of those who were fortunate enough to know him. 

Ken was predeceased by his mother Maude, his father Charlie, and 
his siblings Gordon, Ron, Rose Marie, and Harry, and his nephew Pat, 
whose memories he cherished dearly. He is survived by his devoted wife, 
Layne, and his sons Stephen, Kevin, and Jeff. He also leaves behind his 
grandchildren Sara, Justis, Owen, and Lakeisha. 

To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson 
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Staff at Burton Elementary 
School has found an innovative 
solution to a shortage of space. 
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky 
reported that the addition of a third 
classroom at BES this year posed 
a challenge for housing the Strong 
Start program, so the school decided 
that the K-1 students could share a 
classroom with Strong Start. This has 
turned out to be a great solution for all 
involved – and BES staff produced a 
video about it that was shown at the 
board meeting.

The video shows how Manager 
of Operations and Transportation 
Art Olson and his crew built cabinets 
on castors that allow the room to 
transition from the K-1 classroom 
to the Strong Start space. Teachers 
move the shelves to separate the K-1 
resources from the younger children. 
The K-1 students even help out, by 
taking extra care to clean up small 

School District 10, December 19: Burton Elementary comes up 
with creative solution to classroom shortage

pieces and help prepare the room.
While Strong Start is in session, 

the kindergarten students join 
coordinator Laura May to spend time 
with the younger children, while K-1 
teacher Ms. Wallis cooks with the 
grade one students, making snacks 
for the end of the day. During lunch, 
children from the two programs are 
together in the classroom, creating 
conversation and connection that 
wouldn’t happen if the groups were 
in separate classrooms.

After lunch, the Early Childhood 
Educator takes the Strong Start kids 
to the gym and Ms. Wallis takes her 
class to the library. This allows the 
room to transition back into a K-1 
classroom for the next day.

All benefit from the arrangement, 
Dubinsky said. The K-1s get to 
take on a leadership role, while the 
younger kids learn from the older 
kids. 

“I like how it’s really fun,” said a 
K-1 student in the video. “I like how 

other people come in and I like to see 
other people who are my friends.”

“We talk a lot,” said another 
student. 

Ms. Wallis and Laura May also 
have the opportunity to coordinate 
on lessons. The whole arrangement 
is a special way to bring everyone 
together, and to learn from one 
another. 

Burton’s Strong Start program 
runs once per week on Tuesdays. 
Four-day week survey 
results

Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
McLellan shared the results from 
the surveys on the four-day school 
week. There were three surveys: one 
for parents and guardians, one for 
students, and one for staff. Surveys 
closed on December 5.

“How do you feel about the 
idea? was the question we asked,” 
said McLellan. “We more wanted 
to get a general feeling on whether 
they were interested, or potentially 
interested, or not.”

The parent and guardian 
survey received responses from 
163 individuals, about a third of 
the caregivers in the district. Most 
were caregivers of primary and 
intermediate students. About 42% 
were very opposed and 32% were 

very supportive.
“But it’s worth breaking down 

the data a bit,” said McLellan. “When 
you look at the support by grade, in 
K-3 you see 62% opposed, but as 
soon you get into intermediate, it’s 
pretty much 50/50. Then secondary, 
it’s supportive. What that tells you is 
that maybe folks are less concerned 
about certain things at the primary 
level, versus intermediate, versus 
secondary.”

McLellan said the main reason 
many parents are not interested in 
the four-day week is likely childcare.

The student survey  was 
completed by 204 out of roughly 
500 students in the district, most in 
grades 8 to 12. 36% of intermediate 
and secondary students were excited 
about the four-day week, 20% were 
open to it, 24% were opposed, and 
15% were neutral. 

“The number one reason why 
students said they would like a four-
day week is because of the three-day 
weekend,” said McLellan. Waking 
up early and having longer days 
at school, on the other hand, were 
the top reasons why they said they 
wouldn’t want a four-day week. 

The data was further analyzed 
by factors such as bus ridership, with 
the majority still on the supportive 
side of the discussion. About 55% 
of respondents take the school bus 
each day.

The staff survey received 71 
responses (out of about 150 employees 
in the district), with the majority 
being teachers. 47.89% of staff 
respondents were very supportive, 

and 22.54% were very opposed. 5.6% 
were somewhat supportive, 16.9% 
somewhat opposed, and 7% neutral.

McLellan said the fact that the 
majority of staff respondents were 
teachers has to be kept in mind. “We 
don’t have really good sample sizes 
on some of the support staff, but in 
general, we have a slight majority in 
favour,” he said.

Dubinsky provided the board 
with some links to articles and 
research on the four-day week, as 
well. He said he found that most of 
the research is US-based, and shows 
no conclusive evidence of academic 
advantages or disadvantages. The 
main reasons districts choose a four-
day week are to save on costs and for 
lifestyle reasons, and most districts 
that choose a four-day week are in 
rural areas.

The board is scheduled to make 
a decision on the four-day week in 
January, but can put it off until March.
Childhood Experiences 
Questionnaire results

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky 
shared results from the Childhood 
Experiences Questionnaire (CHEQ). 
CHEQ was created by the Human 
Early Learning Partnership at UBC. 
It is completed by the parents of 
kindergarten students in the first few 
weeks of September and is used to 
glean information on children’s home 
and community experiences prior to 
entering kindergarten.

Other districts have participated 
in the survey, but this was SD 10’s first 
go at it. “We were really interested 
when we had the opportunity to join,” 
said Dubinsky.

CHEQ focuses on specific 
areas that are linked to children’s 
educational and social outcomes, and 
their health and well-being. 

100% of respondents indicated 
their child’s overall health was 
excellent or very good in the last 12 
months.

100% said their child was 
engaged in literacy activities most 
days. 92% were engaged in music 
or dance most days or a few times 
per week. 67% said their child was 
in a childcare arrangement, mostly 
licensed.  83% indicated that child 
played outdoors six to seven days 
per week. 
Chair, vice-chair and 
appointments

Appointments were made to the 
various committees of the school 
district and external organizations. 
At the November 21 meeting, Trustee 
Steve Gascon was elected chair and 
Trustee Christine Dixon was elected 
vice-chair of the School District 
board.
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by Jan McMurray
Chief  Financia l  Off icer 

Nathan Russ gave the third quarter 
financial report. The big news is 
that campground revenues are the 
highest ever, at $141,600 as of 
November. This beats the previous 
record of $137,900 in 2021.

Russ congratulated staff for 
managing the finances well. “Given 
the record inflation, the finances 
are trending as expected, so that’s 
a good sign. It’s hard to budget for 
inflation, but staff has done a great 
job at controlling it.”
Campground policy

A memo from Community 
Services Manager Kate James gives 
a summary of the campground 
season and recommends changes 
to the campground policy. 

She  sa id  campers  were 
impressed with the Slocan Lake Arts 
Council performances in the park 
this summer, as well as May Days, 
Garlic Fest and a KSCU/FortisBC 
movie night. The automated sani-
dump was appreciated, and she 
noted that Public Works trenched 
the field to bring water to the new 
washroom facility and lay the 
tubing for future powered sites. 
After receiving complaints about 
the online campground reservation 
system, staff switched service 
providers and are happy with the 
new system. 

James said there is increased use 
of campground amenities because of 
the trend towards multiple families 
camping together in one large 
rig, and bringing several vehicles 
with them. She recommended 
keeping site fees the same for 2024, 
but increasing extra charges. For 
example, campers would pay $5 
per person for every person over 
five people at a site, $15 for an extra 
tent, $10 for an extra car, and $25 
for leaving the site in an unsightly 
mess.

Council agreed to the new 
policy. The fees and charges bylaw 
has to be amended to reflect these 

New Denver council, December 12: Campground revenues hit new high in 2023
changes, as well.
Nikkei Centre report

Lane McGarrity, director of the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
(NIMC) gave a year-end report for 
the centre. McGarrity started her 
position in May 2023. She said the 
centre received a grant of $200,000 
per year for five years from the 
Japanese-Canadian Legacy Society, 
which is a significant boost in 
revenue. The Time Immemorial 
grant project is complete, she said. 
Buildings have been upgraded and 
a fire suppression system has been 
installed. A Sustainability and 
Strategic Plan was done, which she 
said will help the centre to operate 
in the black. In the 2023 season, the 
centre had two part-time staff who 
focused on tours and day-to-day 
operations, as well as a student who 
did an excellent job organizing the 
collection, McGarrity said. There 
were almost 4300 visitors this year, 
a significant increase from 2021. 
The centre’s 30th anniversary is in 
June 2024 and event planning is 
well underway.
Moss for MLA

Councillor Colin Moss reported 
that he has decided to seek candidacy 
for the BC Conservative Party. After 
talking it over with Mayor Casley 
and CAO Scott, he intends to 
continue as councillor until the writ 
has dropped and then take a leave 
of absence until the election. If he is 
not elected, he will return to council. 
If he is elected, he said he would 
find a way to reimburse the Village 
for byelection expenses.
Summer grants

The Village will apply for 
Young Canada Works grants for 
four summer students at the Nikkei 
Centre, and Canada Summer Jobs 
grants for four summer employees 
–  two for the Nikkei Centre and 
two to help public works with 
groundskeeping.
On-site sewage system

There will be an increase to the 
parcel tax for an on-site sewage 

system serving three properties in 
downtown New Denver. Council 
gave first reading to a bylaw 
amendment that raises the parcel 
tax from $150 to $334 per year. 
The parcel tax is charged only to 
the three property owners.

“A review of annual operation, 
maintenance and repair costs show 
that the annual parcel tax collected 
from the specified area has not been 
sufficient for over a decade. This 

same review indicates an annual 
rate of $334 per parcel is needed to 
adequately offset annual operational 
expenses,” states a staff report.

The system was requested by 
the three property owners in 1995. 
The capital cost of installing the 
system was covered by a grant, and 
the three property owners agreed to 
pay the ongoing costs of operating 
and maintaining the system. In 
2006, the parcel tax went up to 

$150.
The property owners have been 

notified of the current need for an 
increase, and have been asked to 
attend a meeting to discuss the issue. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

PETS

REAL ESTATE WANTED

NOTICES

WANTED

CARD OF THANKS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

SERVICES

CHURCH SERVICES

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan.

THANK YOU to everyone who donated 
time, money, gifts, and food to the New 
Denver Hamper Society this Christmas. 
Your help was very much appreciated.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan will 
suspend services until February 2024. 

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
SLEEP NUMBER QUEEN-SIZED AIR 

BED, $300 obo. With air pump and remote 
control to adjust left/right side according to 
individual firmness preference. Excellent 
condition – clean, like new. With manuals. 
Paid $1,500 + $235 for new pump. Price 
for comparable new Sleep Number bed as 
much as $1,800 US. 250-358-2666 in New 
Denver or annec@uniserve.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED in your 
community. Sign up today and be a part of 
your community! https://snowangelscanada.
ca/

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide dignity, respect, 
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay, 
403-923-9285.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go 
directly to your local emergency room for 
confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!
WANTED: BUILDING LOT or house in 
Silverton. Sherri, sherridesrosiers@gmail.
com or 403-679-8510.

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

IN SEARCH OF interior photographs/
testimonials of Gates of St. Leon Hotel at 
Halfway, BC (digital model in progress). 
Interested in submitting? Please contact 
michelle.stoochnow@gmail.com or 250-
265-8136.

by Art Joyce
The film industry in BC spends 

almost $5 billion annually, supporting 
up to 70,000 full-time and part-time 
jobs throughout the province. However, 
only a fraction of that amount – $18 
million – makes its way to the East 
and West Kootenays each year. That’s 
something Kootenay Regional Film 
Commissioner John Wittmayer would 
like to help change. 

In partnership with Ron LeBlanc of 
Community Futures Central Kootenay, 
Wittmayer has released a report, 
Developing the Kootenay Regional 
Film Sector, designed to promote the 
development of a regional film industry. 
The report sees this kind of economic 
diversification as key to the prospering 
of rural Kootenay communities. In 
addition to the opportunities for regional 
tech industries and labour force skills 
development, there’s also the spin-off 
benefit of film tourism, where visitors 
seek out film locations.  

“Since 2012, the film and television, 
visual effects and animation industries 
have collectively invested $30.1 billion 
in the provincial economy,” explains the 
report. “Of this, $17 billion has been paid 

Kootenay Film Commissioner issues report on 
regional film industry

to British Columbians as salaries and 
wages. By contrast, overall production 
volume in Alberta was expected to be in 
the $550 million range in 2022.” 

BC Regional Film Commissions 
generated over $3 billion in “direct 
output” economic impacts during 2020, 
but only 0.6% of that amount found its 
way to the Kootenays.

The Kootenay Regional Film 
Commission (KRFC) tracks producer 
enquiries and interest expressed in 
bringing film projects to the Kootenay 
region. Between August 2021 and August 
2023, 40 different files were opened 
which represent potential commercials, 
feature films, TV series, movies, reality 
shows, documentaries, and music videos. 
Last year a Hallmark film, Love in 
Glacier National: A National Park 
Romance, was produced on location in 
Fernie. Out of a budget of almost $1.5 
million, $395,516 was injected directly 
into the local economy.  

“BC is one of the largest film 
production centres in North America, 
after Los Angeles and New York, and 
offers diverse locations, state-of-the-art 
infrastructure, film-related vendors, 
talent, and highly skilled crews,” 
notes the report. The vast majority of 
film production occurs in the Greater 
Vancouver and Lower Mainland region, 
with Vancouver Island and the Okanagan 
emerging as secondary production 
centres. Film commissions outside the 
west coast are considered ‘distant,’ 
with some assistance for eligible labour 
costs offered by provincial government 
Motion Picture Tax Credit programs 
such as the Regional Tax Credit (6%) 
and Distant Location Tax Credit (6%). 

In a survey done of BC film 
industry respondents, 85% said they 
rated their opinion of the potential for 
the Kootenays attracting more projects 
between ‘neutral’ and ‘optimistic.’ Of 
these, 95% said they would consider 

moving their film projects outside the 
Lower Mainland, with “cinematic 
production value” outweighing logistical 
difficulties. 

“On balance, the positives far 
outweigh the perceived negatives 
of filming in the Kootenays,” says 
Wittmayer. “We need to communicate 
this to both producers, production 
managers, and decision makers in 
the film industry, as well as local and 
provincial government.” 

The report identifies both challenges 
and potential solutions to barriers 
currently holding film producers back 
from investing significantly in the 
Kootenay film industry. Challenges 
include: driving distance from cities with 
major film hubs; experienced local talent 
and crew not quite at critical mass, but 
close; lack of available and affordable 
accommodation; transportation 
barriers and winter accessibility; lack 
of film industry infrastructure; limited 
availability of rental equipment. 

Solutions include: expand provincial 
tax incentives for distant productions; 
provide more funding for Regional Film 
Commissions; maintain and expand local 
film crew database; pursue investment 
in regional film industry assets; develop 
film-related educational courses and 
training programs; streamline municipal 
film location permitting processes; 
expand the regional location photo 
library on CreativeBC’s Reel Scout 
website; and inventory community 
assets for film production use. A step 
forward proposed by the report would 
be to retrofit the Nelson Civic Centre to 
include a sound stage with lighting grid, 
green screen capacity, production offices, 
and secure storage, at an estimated cost 
of between $130,000-$200,000. 

Another step toward overcoming 
these challenges is for performing 
artists and those with skills transferable 

continued on page 17
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Happy New Year

Winter Hours:
Wednesday - 

Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or 
get a promotional movie 
for your social media in 
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and 
production, interview and 
drone services provided. 
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

to the film industry to contact Film 
Commissioner Wittmayer so he can build 
up his potential crew and talent database. 

“Creative BC outlines over 39 
different departments and over 300 
positions for those interested in careers 
in the motion picture industry,” says the 
report. “There are existing programs 
that provide training such as the BC 
Employer Training Grant through 
WorkBC, called the Motion Picture 
Industry Orientation Course (MPIO).” 
Locally, the Kootenay Screen Based 

Initiative (KSBI) offers training in all 
aspects of film, video, and TV.

The Kootenay Regional Film 
Commission and KSBI fall under the 
umbrella of Kootenay Film, providing 
networking for film locations, crew and 
other resources. Kootenay Film was 
created by the Nelson Civic Theatre 
Society, partnered with Kootenay 
Rockies Tourism. 

For more information, contact John 
Wittmayer at: john@kootenayfilm.
com or Kootenay Film at: https://
kootenayfilm.com 

continued from page 16
Kootenay regional film industry

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative

Members of the management 
team of the Nakusp and Area 
Community Forest (NACFOR) 
gave a presentation on the 

NACFOR presents highlights of 2022/23
organization’s 2022/23 operations 
at Nakusp’s December 11 council 
meeting. 

In 2023, the total value of log 
sales was $2,636,000. This revenue 
supports NACFOR’s operations, 

but it also goes toward donation 
programs that directly support local 
organizations. NACFOR donated 
more than $40,000 to community 
organizations in 2022 and in 2023. 

The volume logged in 2023 
was 20,637 cubic metres. The 
community forest also invested 
$86,843.51 in silviculture, which 
included planting 44,145 seedlings, 
brushing 26.4 hectares and some 
surveys. NACFOR is also in the 
process of completing 80 hectares of 
wildfire risk reduction treatments, 
set to finish in March 2024.

Other endeavours of NACFOR 
included maintaining picnic sites 
and seven kilometres of trail 
along the shore of Arrow Park, 
Galena Bay, and Wensley Creek. 
It coordinated operation activities 
with Arrow Lakes Cross Country 

Ski Club and made a research 
contribution of $5,000 to the Arrow 
Lakes Caribou Society. NACFOR 
also provided outreach in the 
community through education 
programs with students from 
School District 10. 

Established in 2007 and 100% 
owned by the Village, NACFOR 
holds a 25-year replaceable 
Community Forest Agreement 
with the BC government which 
allows it to manage a forest land 
base of 9,192 hectares. NACFOR 
is part of the Community Forest 
Association and supports local 
people in practicing ecologically 
responsible forest management, 
and allows the community to 
benefit from forestry operations. 

“Our mission is to provide 
social, environmental, and economic 

benefits to the local community 
through sustainable management of 
the forest land base,” said General 
Manager Mike Crone. “Our vision 
is to be a long-term integral part of 
[the Village] by providing benefits 
and connecting the community and 
natural environment in meaningful 
ways.”

NACFOR is governed by 
a volunteer board of directors 
appointed by the Village. As of 
2023, it is managed under contract 
by Cabin Resource Management.

Later in the council meeting, 
five people were reappointed to the 
board: John Cann, Darlene Adair, 
Patrick Judd, Anatasia Hewat, 
Jennifer Erlendson. Councillor 
Mason Hough and Area K Director 
Teresa Weatherhead sit on the 
board, as well.
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

HAIR

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 19,
2024

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

                                        SSuussaann  WWiillssoonn
Independent Tupperware Representative
   swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
 www.my.tupperware.ca/susanwilson 
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

old ad

NNEEWW  AADD

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call toll-free: 
1-833-501-1700 for details

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

submitted
Living Lakes Canada’s work 

for the Columbia Basin Water Hub 
was recently recognized at the 2023 
Canadian Open Data Summit in 
Victoria. Maggie Finkle-Aucoin, 
the GIS and Database Manager with 
Living Lakes Canada, accepted the 
Open Data Quality Award from the 
Canadian Open Data Society.

“I am so proud of the work that 
we do within the Columbia Basin 
Water Hub. This award isn’t only 
recognition for us, but also for our 
contributors and the work they 
have done to improve their water 
monitoring practices and share their 
data, stories and efforts with us,” 
Maggie said. “This award belongs 
to all of the community within the 
Water Hub.”

Recognizing the crit ical 

Columbia Basin Water Hub wins award
importance of water data and the 
need to make it easily accessible, 
Living Lakes Canada established 
the Columbia Basin Water Hub 
as a central repository for water-
related data in the Columbia Basin 
region. Formally launched in 
2021, the Water Hub now houses 
over 300 datasets from more than 
50 contributors across multiple 
sectors, ensuring that high quality 
water data is easily accessible 
to decision makers, researchers, 
community groups, and anyone 
invested in understanding their 
local watershed. The Water Hub 
is the primary repository for the 
data collected through Living 
Lakes Canada’s Columbia Basin 
Water Monitoring Framework 
project which is building a unified 
monitoring network across the 

Basin to help track climate impacts 
on water sources. 

The Canadian Open Data 
Society has hosted annual Open 
Data Summits across Canada 
since 2015. The summits serve 
as a dynamic platform for experts 
and stakeholders to learn and 
collaborate on a variety of 
initiatives involving data, policy, 
innovation and more. Living Lakes 
Canada is grateful to the Canadian 
Open Data Society for recognizing 
the Columbia Basin Water Hub’s 
contribution to freshwater data 
quality and accessibility. The award 
is a valuable acknowledgment of 
the work that’s been invested in 
standardized templates, quality 
assurance practices, data grading 
schema, and making the hosted 
data machine-readable, all of which 

play a pivotal role in the platform’s 
success. 

“The Columbia Water Basin 
Hub is exactly the type of project 
that Link Digital is keen to be 
involved in,” said Marc Evans, 
Link Digital CEO. “It makes 
freshwater data more accessible 
and helps to solve real world 
problems by improving water 
stewardship and contributing to 
environmental conservation. As a 
proud partner organization, Link 
Digital encouraged the Water 
Hub to apply for this award and 
we’re pleased their commitment to 
accessibility, engagement, equity, 
innovation and data quality has 
been recognized.”

Visit the Columbia Basin Water 
Hub: https://livinglakescanada.ca/
project/columbia-basin-water-hub/
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Loreen 
Anderson

It is with heavy hearts the family 
of Loreen Dawn Anderson (nee Hird) 
announce her peaceful passing on 
December 13, 2023.

Dawn was born in Nelson, B. C. 
on June 22, 1932 to Don and Dorothy 
Hird.  She was predeceased by her 
sister Con and her husband Alfred. 
Dawn leaves behind to mourn her 

loss three children, Shannon (Ed), Darroll (Rose) and Lisa (Mark),  
eight siblings, Doug, Lynn, Joan, Jan, Pen, Pat, Naomi and Donald, six 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

Gardening and quilting were two of Dawn’s lifelong passions and 
she did both to perfection.  She took her talents with her when she moved 
from Slocan to Mountain Lake Seniors Community in 2022 where she 
beautified a patio with her gardening skills and continued to sew for her 
great-grandchildren and create several more quilts. Dawn cherished her 
friendships of which there were many, both lifelong and recent.  Always 
curious, generous and productive, we loved that about her.

Thank you to the staff at Mountain Lake Seniors Community for their 
kindness, Dr. Woodward and Dr. Merritt for the compassion and care they 
provided our Mother.

Godspeed, Mom.
To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson 

Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Collaborating with the Yaqan 

Nukiy, the Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society (LVHS) is thrilled to 
announce that multiple agencies 
have successfully come together 
to support the Lardeau Valley 
Museum’s $54,000 project entitled: 
‘Yaqan Nukiy history of fishing and 
fish management in the Lardeau-
Duncan-North Kootenay-Lake 
region.’ TELUS Friendly Future 
Foundation ($20,000) and BC Hydro 
($12,750) are the major funders, with 
the balance provided by Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance, the 
CBT/RDCK ReDi program, and a 
whole lot of in-kind volunteer time 
by local community members. 

The project, led by retired 
cu l tu ra l  an thropologis t  Pa t 
Lawrence, is identified as theme 
#1 of an overarching six-themed 
project and will strengthen the 
Yaqan Nukiy knowledge keepers 
and culture keepers as they teach 
museum visitors their way of being 
in the world. It supports the Yaqan 
Nukiy to develop their historical 
narrative and recreate traditional 
fishing implements as they were 
made long ago: a 12-foot sturgeon-
nose canoe and paddle, a full-size 
tule-mat tipi, a 5-foot fish trap, spear, 
harpoon, and fish hooks. 

Robin Louie, a Yaqan Nukiy 
council member, knowledge keeper, 
and leader of the Flatbow Cultural 
Preservation Team, is proactively 
involving the entire Yaqan Nukiy 
community. He strongly believes 
that it’s important to teach students 
of the Yaqan Nukiy School how their 
ancestors interacted with the land and 
water from which they made their 
living, how they made their tools 
and where they sourced materials 
for them. 

The Lardeau Valley Museum 
is fortunate to have Robin and his 
team engaged in this first part of the 
fishing history project. Robin’s great 
grandfather, Chief Frank Joseph 
(also known as ‘Kootenay Joseph’), 
had a seasonal fishing camp near the 
museum in a large, deep eddy where 
there were extraordinarily large 
rainbow trout north of Cooper Creek 
decades before the railroad and road 
were built. The ‘Big Eddy’ was 
located below the confluence of the 
Lardeau and Duncan Rivers between 
Meadow Creek and Cooper Creek. 
He exchanged fish for potatoes with 
one of the first Cooper Creek families 
of settlers.

Kootenay Frank, chief of the 
Arrow Lakes Band, travelled widely 
during annual seasonal changes by 
sturgeon-nose canoe as did Robin’s 
great grandmother, while the lower 
Kootenay Ktunaxa bands were still 
living and thriving in the traditional 
way of semi-nomadic life. These 
bands were the last to be confined to 
reservations in 1940. 

Robin Louie’s direct lineage, 
which was traced through women 
in ancestral times, is known to have 
seasonally camped, fished with 
traditional implements, hunted, 
trapped, and gathered foods and 
berries in the North Kootenay Lake 

Teaching Yaqan Nukiy school students.

Yaqan Nukiy Collaboration Receives Funding for Museum 
area at Meadow Creek, Cooper 
Creek, Davis Creek, Salisbury 
Creek, along the Duncan and 
Lardeau Rivers, and on Duncan 
Lake creeks. The Ktunaxa bands 
of his family navigated Kootenay 
Lake and the connecting rivers 
and lakes in sturgeon-nose canoes 
during the period of first contact with 
Europeans and his relations still use 
the area today. The society hopes the 
project will strengthen contemporary 
community connections. 

This project also includes 
developing a videographic record of 
Yaqan Nukiy community members 
gathering and processing materials 
used traditionally in the construction 
of fishing implements – materials 
such as cedar roots, dogbane stems, 
bitter cherry bark, tule (bulrush) 
stems, yew wood, vine maple wood, 
and white-pine bark. The edited 
videos will become a significant 
component of the museum visitor’s 

learning experience. 
LV H S  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t 

Indigenous peoples belonging to 
several diverse groups historically 
used the upper Kootenay Lake area, 
and the intent is to collaborate with 
each so that museum visitors, on 
being exposed to the various stories, 
come away with a comprehensive 
understanding of this overall history. 
The overarching project, led by Peter 
Jonker, embraces the entire history 
of fishing and fish management in 
the region. The other five themes 
that it embraces are: significance of 
fishing to pioneer settlers; the variety 
of local fish species, their ecology, 
and historical population trends; the 
historical role of governments in 
egg collections and hatcheries; the 
impacts of the Duncan Dam; and the 
history and success of the Meadow 
Creek Spawning Channel. 

“This is an enormous and 
exciting project,” says Jesalyn 

Tremblay, LVHS president. “Once 
we have a solid handle on what 
relevant artifacts, photos, films, and 
narratives are available to be housed, 

we will design and build a beautiful 
structure that suits them. This will 
help our museum to become an ever-
more attractive tourist destination.” 
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s Polar Bear Plunge for 

the Langham was another splashing 
success this year, with $8,216 raised 
for the arts and culture organization.

Executive Director Charissa 
Hoppenbrouwers says over 60 people 
took the plunge, and dozens of others 
showed up to cheer everyone on.

“We are so grateful for the 
support of the community and had 
a wonderful time celebrating with 
you all!” said Charissa in a social 
media post.

The Kootenay Savings team 
received a $50 gift card from Kaslo 
Front Street Market for the most 
pledges, raising $1,420. Aaron 
Kirkaldy came second with $1,000 

Kaslo’s Polar Plunge 
raises more than $8,000

in pledges – an impressive feat for 
an individual. The Terlingen family 
won best costume, and also received 
a $50 gift card from the grocery store.

2024 marks the 50th year of 
the Langham Cultural Society, and 
several special events will be held 
throughout the year, Charissa reports. 
A committee has been working on 
this since fall.

There will be dedicated theatre 
events, a special exhibit covering 
the past 50 years at the Langham 
opening March 8, a celebration 
weekend in June and more.

“It’s shaping up to be a very 
exciting year. Keep your eye out for 
our announcements in the coming 
months,” Charissa said.

Over 60 people took the plunge at the Langham’s annual fundraiser on New Year’s Day.
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