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GROW LIGHTS HERE WE LOOK FORWARD  
TO SERVING YOU! 

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS • KNOWLEDGEABLE, HELPFUL, PERSONALIZED SERVICE FOR OVER 40 YEARS
30% OFF VALSPAR  
EXPRESSIONS PAINT

ALL OTHER  
VALSPAR LINES  
10% OFF  
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by Jan McMurray
The Red Mountain Road and 

Enterprise Creek area south of Silverton 
is more resilient to wildfires now that 
a water mapping project has been 
completed by Living Lakes Canada 
in partnership with REEPS, the local 
emergency preparedness society. 

The maps have crucial information 
for firefighters – the locations and 
information about streams, irrigation, 
standpipes, water storage features, 
roads and access routes, potential 
helicopter landing sites, and building 
footprints.

“A core objective of this work 
is to empower both firefighters and 
local communities by transforming 
community-held knowledge into 
shared, actionable information,” states 
the introduction to the final project 
report. 

Living Lakes launched the project 
last spring with a community meeting 

Water mapping project completed for Red Mountain Road and Enterprise Creek

Winter came roaring back for Winter in the Forest on Family Day, and what a gift it was to have a proper snowstorm roll in and turn Kaslo Airport 
into a true winter playground. The day felt like the season finally arrived: kids bundled up, neighbours laughing, and a whole community out 

enjoying the forest together. Organizers thank everyone who helped make the day a success.
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in Silverton. Local knowledge-sharing 
began at the meeting, and continued 
with the help of REEPS. 

“There was a really high level of 
uptake from the community – a lot 
of people came forward to participate 
with the process,” said Paige Thurston, 
program manager at Living Lakes. 
“REEPS, and all the community groups 
we partner with for these projects, 
really support community engagement 
and are very instrumental in project 
delivery.”

Thurston explained that the 
project resulted in a very detailed 
interactive digital map designed for BC 
Wildfire Service, the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay’s emergency 
department, and REEPS. As well, a 
report and a simpler, static map are 
available publicly on the Columbia 
Basin Water Hub website.

The project was inspired by the 
success of the pilot in Argenta, a 

partnership between Living Lakes and 
the Argenta Safety and Preparedness 
Society. The mapping produced for 
Argenta played a key role in saving the 

community from the devastating 2024 
Argenta Creek wildfire.

Spurred by the success of the 
Argenta project, Living Lakes secured 

funding for projects in five other 
Kootenay communities. The Red 
Mountain and Enterprise Creek 

continued on page 2
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PIKA HAYMAKING
On an alpine talus slope in summer, 
if you see a tiny creature that looks 
vaguely like a guinea pig with a spray 
of grass and wildflowers between its 
teeth, you’ve met a pika. Harvested 
plants are dried in the sun and 
stacked deep in rock crevices for 
winter food. Their foraging creates 
openings for new plants to take root.

Water mapping project 
completed for Red 
Mountain Road and 
Enterprise Creek
continued from page 1
mapping is the first of the five to be 
completed. The Winlaw project, in 
partnership with SIFCo, is being 
extended into 2026, Thurston reported, 
to give more time and opportunity for 
people to participate. There is also a 
project in the East Kootenay with the 
Grasmere Community Fire Brigade 
and the local First Nation. Two others 
will be launched – and announced – 
this spring.

“We see the potential to expand the 
program, and we are receiving a lot of 
interest from other communities across 
the region,” Thurston said. “It will be 
dependent on funding how we’re able 
to grow and scale this.”

The project is funded by the 
Columbia Basin Trust, the McLean 
Foundation, the RBC Foundation, 
Definity Financial Corporation, and 
Gore Mutual Insurance.

Check out the Red Mountain Road 
and Enterprise Creek report and map at 
data.cbwaterhub.ca/organization/reeps.

by Jay-Dell Mah
A national organization which 

recognizes military service in combat 
or peacekeeping has bestowed a 
Quilt of Valour upon Nakusp resident 
Harvey Truax.

Quilt of Valour Canada made the 
presentation at the Nakusp cenotaph 
on Monday. Cindy Poznikoff of 
Kimberley, representing the Kootenay 
region of QOV, awarded Corporal 

Harvey Truax, vet and longtime president of the Nakusp Legion, received a Quilt of Valour 
(QOV) on March 9.

Nakusp’s Harvey Truax honoured with Quilt of Valour
Harvey Truax a handmade quilt, 
designed and quilted by one or more of 
the hundreds of volunteers from across 
the country. On a chilly afternoon with 
snow flurries, Poznikoff wrapped the 
quilt around the 84-year-old veteran 
to the applause of dozens who turned 
out for the ceremony. Among those 
who joined him for photos were wife 
Cheryl, daughter Cheryl Black, right 
down to great-grandchildren.

With 13 years in uniform, 
Harvey served on United Nations 
peacekeeping missions in Egypt and 
the Golan Heights. He is well known 
in the village as the longtime president 
of the Nakusp branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion.

“This such a great honour, not 
only to be recognized for my military 
career, but from a national organization 
and presented in my own community. I 
am thrilled to have been chosen for this 

very special award. I am so thankful 
to whoever put my name forward,” 
Harvey said.

The award from QOV is to 
“recognize an individual’s service and 
sacrifice to Canada.” The first Canadian 
quilts of valour were presented in 2006 
to injured soldiers who served in 
Afghanistan.

The quilt presentations are: “The 
privilege we have to provide ‘A hug 
from a grateful nation’ to veterans 
from WWII to modern day veterans,” 
says Leslie Compton, president of the 
Quilts of Valour Canada Society, in her 
message on the organization’s website. 
QOV-Canada has awarded almost 
22,000 quilts to date.
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Custom built home on 1 acre in 
Nakusp, B.C. Asking $200,000 
below the assessed value, way 

below the appraised value, 
includes many household 

items, (including a 12’X6’ slate 
pool table) and an attached 5 
car garage. Call the owner for 
more information and optional 

price reductions 
@ 250-265-8943

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

The Slocan Lake Golf Club is 
currently seeking to hire a full-
time cook for our Clubhouse 
kitchen, with an approximate 
start date of May 1, 2026.

The successful applicant 
will be required to perform 
a variety of duties, including 
but not limited to, cooking 
for members and the public, 
determining a menu, ordering 
food and cleaning. The in-
cumbent is expected to foster 
good working relationships 
with fellow employees, club 
members and the members of 
the public. Wage to be deter-
mined based on experience.

If this opportunity interests 
you, please email your re-
sume to Shel ley Welch 
at dswelch17@gmail.com or 
mail it to Slocan Lake Golf 
Club, 101 Golf Course Rd, 
New Denver BC, V0G 1S1, no 
later than April 1, 2026.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK project to transform 

Campbell Field in South Slocan to a 
multi-use recreational hub will start 
moving forward soon. The RDCK board 
has approved $1 million from the Area H 
Community Works (formerly Gas Tax) 
program for the project.

“Campbell Field will serve as a 
central gathering point for sports, cultural 
events, and family activities, filling gaps 
in existing recreation infrastructure and 
supporting RDCK’s vision for vibrant, 
healthy communities,” the Community 
Works funding application states.

The property was donated to the 
RDCK in 2016 by the South Slocan 
Sports Association. Always a site for 
sports and cultural activities, the property 
has a covenant on title that ensures it will 
be used for those purposes in perpetuity. 

The  RDCK launched  the 
‘Reimagining Campbell Field’ project 
in 2020 with a stakeholder engagement 
process that resulted in two design 
concepts – one with a greater focus 
on indoor elements and the other with 
a greater focus on outdoor elements. 
The more outdoor-focused option was 
chosen after it was supported by the 
majority of respondents to a survey.

This current phase of the project will 
define a fairly small portion of the 8.6-
acre property for detailed design, as well 
as construction of some of the outdoor 
park amenities that were identified in 
the first phase. 

The amenities identified in the 
first phase include: a large roof-
covered outdoor space for sports and 

performances, sports areas (soccer, 
skating, ball diamond), hard court 
surfaces for basketball and similar 
activities, walking and jogging trails 
connected to the Rail Trail, family-
friendly spaces such as picnic areas, 
playgrounds, and gathering zones, 
special features such as a pump track 
and skatepark and unique features such 
as a splash pad and artisan market space.

The project “involves working 
with a Landscape Architect design 
professional to define a portion of 
the property which can be utilized 
for several outdoor park amenities 
within the project budget of $1 million 
while recognizing the desire to retain 
a large portion of the property for 
future phasing of indoor or outdoor 
functions,” according to the application 
for Community Works funds. The 

application also says “an inform/consult 
level of public consultation will be part 
of the project.”

According to the timeline given 
in the funding application, a concept 
design will be done this spring, with 
engagement in the summer/fall. Cost 
estimates would be provided in winter 
2027, and detailed design would be 
completed in spring 2027. Construction 
would take place in 2027-28.

Campbell Field project to start moving forward

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp council has decided 
to retain ownership of the Kinship 
Connection Centre and Old Fire Hall 
buildings – but not necessarily to retain 
the current tenants.

At the March 9 council meeting, 
Mayor Tom Zeleznik put forward a 
motion to keep the buildings, but to 
put out “a transparent call for proposals 
for occupancy in accordance with the 
Village’s Non-Market Leasing Policy 
with lease terms not exceeding five 
years, ensuring proposals demonstrate 
community benefit and contribute to 
municipal building reserves.”

In 2025, the Village listed the 
properties for sale as a way to address 
insufficient reserve funds without 
overly increasing taxes. Kinship 
Connection Society and Old Fire Hall 
Collective were given first right of 
refusal and six months to inform the 
Village of their intent.

The Village set a price of $370,000 
for the Kinship Connection Centre, 
and $430,000 for the Old Fire Hall. 

Kinship Connection Society and Old Fire Hall Collective make their proposals
KCS offered $1, and OFHC offered 
$111,000. 

It was a full house at Nakusp 
council’s February 23 meeting, as the 
public turned out to support the KCS 
and the OFHC in presenting their 
bids to purchase the Village-owned 
properties they currently occupy.

Both organizations have made 
significant improvements to their 
buildings over the years, stating that 
their grant-funded work has alleviated 
pressure on the taxpayer while also 
offering important community services. 
Five non-profit societies operate out of 
the Kinship Centre, and the Old Fire 
Hall boasts an industrial kitchen, cozy 
studio, and gathering space that are 
used frequently by businesses and other 
organizations. 

Councillor Tina Knooihuizen 
didn’t disagree that KCS and OFHC’s 
services are priceless, but she wanted 
to clarify one important point.

“The idea that these properties 
are self-sufficient suggests that they 
operate without drawing on public 
funds at all – and that is simply not 

true,” she said. 
Both organizations pay favourable 

leases of $1 per year, and receive 
permissive tax exemptions. Taxpayers 
pick up the tab for exemptions, and 
reduced leases represent lost revenue. 

Councillor Dolly Edwards 
crunched some numbers to illustrate the 
point. In the last six years, if there had 
been tenants at the Old Fire Hall paying 
rent and property taxes, the Village 
would have received between $23,000 
and $32,500 in revenue per year – or 
between $138,000 and $195,000 that 
could have been added to reserves at 
no cost to taxpayers. 

The Vil lage is  facing an 
increasingly dire situation when it 
comes to reserve funds. There is 
very little set aside for maintenance 
and repair of infrastructure such as 
the sewer and water systems, roads, 
buildings, and the recreation complex.

A big expense is coming up at the 
arena – an almost $2 million repair of 
the slab – and the Village doesn’t have 
enough to foot the bill.

CAO Wayne Robinson said that 

under the Community Charter, local 
governments are forbidden from 
making agreements that would burden 
the taxpayer for more than five years 
without public consent. Though the 
Village has decided to retain ownership 
of the Kinship Connection Centre and 
Old Fire Hall buildings, it will put out 
a call for proposals for tenants when 
the KCS and OFHC leases come up 
for renewal to ensure the Village is 
getting the best value. Staff will create 
a ‘scoring matrix’ for evaluating 
proposals, which will consider the 
community benefits being provided by 
prospective tenants.

KCS has managed the Kinship 
Connection Centre since 2013. Its lease 
ends in February 2027.

OFHC was offered a $0 five-year 
lease in 2015, as a nod for all the work 
it put into restoring the Old Fire Hall. 
Its current lease is month-to-month. 
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OPINION

Thank you, 
Walter Popoff

While it’s not rocket science, 
the concept of empowering his 
constituents to at least look into the 
problem of those few valley dogs 
who continually attack people or 
other animals, it’s obvious that a 
whole bunch of painstaking work 
had to go into it. Walter Popoff, 
Area H director, got it figured out! 
Now, all the public has to do is vote 
to contribute $20 per year in taxes 
in order to have a service – resident 
initiated – that might help solve 
this wretched problem – which, 
scandalously, currently uses up one-
third of all RCMP calls!

Thanks for your good work and 
hopefully we’ll vote for this ‘no 
brainer’’ in May.

Daphne Fields
Slocan

Bombing of 
Iran

It would seem that our prime 
minister, speaking for the government 
of Canada and its people, has chosen 
to condone the illegal bombing of the 
sovereign nation of Iran.

Let’s be clear. I am not a usual 
Liebral supporter but I did support 
some of the prime minister ’s 
decisions when it came to the illegal 
tariffs imposed on Canada by the 
government of the orange turd to 
the south of us and on the rest of 
the world.

However, his condoning the 
illegal action of the orange turd, 
presumably as a distraction from 
his trouble with the Epstein files, 

sends me back into opposition of the 
Liebral party.

You cannot condemn one illegal 
act by condoning another with far 
more lethal ramification of loss of 
life, as we have seen.

The reckless action of the orange 
turd and his master in Israhell can 
do nothing for peace and security in 
the region or the world as our prime 
minister purports.

I am shocked and dismayed that 
our prime minister has condoned 
such a reckless course no matter what 
is believed of the Iranian regime.

I am saddened today to be 
Canadian.

I just hope this doesn’t open the 
door to a wider conflict in the Middle 
East and the rest of the world at large.

Good luck to us all.
Leon Pendleton

Edgewood

Insane 
government 
bloat

A Fraser Institute study found 
that federal, provincial and municipal 
government jobs added about 
950,000 positions from 2015 to 
2024. Nearly a million extra public 
service people: do we really need 
them?

The growth didn’t translate 
into effectiveness, accountability, 
or agility. The system absorbed 
people, but the structural problems 
weren’t fixed. All those extra people, 
wages, benefits and pensions and 
the outcomes are: more poor. This is 
scale without performance. That’s 
why frustration over pipelines, 

StatsCan firings, or Phoenix Pay 
System failures repeats across 
sectors. Fragmented authority across 
five layers of government: municipal, 
regional, provincial, federal and First 
Nations.

Risk aversion, poor project 
management, and political paralysis 
is what happens when government 
bloats itself by 950,000 people in just 
10 years, the most bloated Canadian 
government system ever. About 7% 
adult unemployment and 14% youth 
unemployment is concerning for 
2026. The private sector of Canada 
barely makes any jobs, is behind in 
technology and worker investment.

Massive governments expanding 
payrolls, services not improving, 
taxes and fees rising with private 
wages lagging. The structure of 
government is bloated and broken. 
We can easily see it is broken and 
wobbling but those in government 
see only a steady paycheque and 
a system that ‘works.’ It works by 
ignoring the public and gouging 
them badly at every turn: high 
taxes, fuel, broken healthcare, and 
a serious lack of competition in 
banking, food, energy, transport 
and telecom. Even after taxing 
heavily, provinces, territories and 
the federal government continue to 
create massive debt. None of this 
is sustainable but a lousy system 
like this can stumble, wobble and 
be useless for decades. A slow 
bleed of finances and a veneer of a 
country well run with morals and 
reconciliation with First Nations is 
what we have to look forward to.

The loonie is currently at 73 
cents US. In 2012, the loonie was 
worth US$1.05. The Forex market is 
ruthless in gauging a currency. When 
oil fell from $100 a barrel, so did 
the mighty loonie. When you have 
a weak dollar, importing anything 
outside of Canada will increase 
inflation.

For a country that taxes and 
spends like Canada, the fact that we 
have no true high-speed rail and can’t 
even manage a province-wide bus 
network in BC or across the country 

is embarrassing by any international 
standard.

Canada is good at planning, bad 
at building and poor in execution. 
The Site C Dam was supposed to cost 
$6 billion and is now over $16 billion 
and counting. The government is 
very bad at picking winners.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

No one knows 
what’s around 
the corner

Thanks, Richard Eichenauer, for 
that. So yeah, no one does (know) 
and that’s our curse and our saving 
grace. Least of all children, animals, 
plants. Let’s talk about children. 
Ours, who take forever to grow up, 
unlike little goats, for example, who 
jump right out and say, “Here I am 
let’s get on it I’m ready!” Yes, well 
let’s talk about plants. TREES. And 
the health of the world that will 
support our kids in the future.

Trees, old growth. If you’ve 
never set foot in an old-growth 
patch of trees, you have a wonder 
to experience, a beautiful, powerful, 
wonder. Not okay if we cut down 
the last of them so that none of our 
children of the future will be able to 
experience their strength and beauty.

Animals, like the baby goat – 
they follow along. If there’s nothing 
to eat or drink, well, they just suffer 
– they’re not going to try and blow 
up the neighbouring high-rise! When 
I was in Vancouver and had my dog, 
I’d go for a walk, then we’d go and 
visit my mother in a high-rise. We’d 
frolic in: and there’s the elevator. 
Sensing the extra and unpleasant 
electrical energy around it, me, 
because I’ve always been sensitive 
(EMR-syndrome) and she, because 
she is an animal, pause for a second. 
We must take it, so I stride in and she 
follows like a good little animal. But 
our happy mood darkens.

That’s it. We have no right to 
pollute our world further, whether it’s 
by wiping out trees that should keep 
growing in place, and who are shade-

providing, water-restoring, keepers 
of planetary health, and wealth, or 
the obedient and life-positive plants 
that would be our food, our beauty.

Daphne Fields
Slocan

Open letter to 
PM Carney

I supported you and promoted 
you to help you win the last election, 
because I thought we needed a 
steady and intelligent person to 
defend Canada against Donald 
Trump. You have done some good 
work mending the fences that your 
predecessor wrecked, and trying to 
diversify our trading relationship 
with the world, sans the USA. Your 
speech in Davos was thoughtful 
and quite accurate, but despite your 
understanding of the situation we are 
in, you continue to try to curry favour 
with the US president at every turn. 
Common sense should, by now, tell 
you if you kiss Donald’s arse today, 
he will drop his trousers on social 
media, showing off the lipstick and 
make you look a fool, tonight. I 
understand that you are concerned 
about the economic effect of NOT 
having a trade deal with Uncle Sam, 
but Canada survived quite well for 
more than a century before we made 
our country subservient to America 
by tethering our economic future 
to them. We were a far stronger 
sovereign country before we signed 
that free trade deal, a deal that most 
Canadians opposed. The Mulroney 
Progressive Conservatives won that 
election with a lot less than 50% 
support and forced it on us. It was 
always a bad deal for Canada.

Your support for the war on 
Iran and your suggestion that we 
should take part to support our 
allies is extremely disturbing to the 
majority of Canadians. We have 
agreed to support our NATO allies 
if they are attacked, but it is against 
international law for ANY country to 
launch an unprovoked attack on any 
sovereign country. You know this 
so stop acting coy about it. Trump’s 
attack on Iran should be condemned 
by all peace-loving nations. Mark, 
if you go for a couple of beers 
with your buddy, and your buddy 
has seven too many and starts up a 
bar brawl, you are not obligated to 
join in. Joining our ally alongside 
Benjamin Netanyahu, a cruel, land-
grabbing war criminal, would surely 
cause any Canadian to hang their 
head in shame.

You say you are concerned about 
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Iran attaining a nuclear weapon. 
You are a little younger than me, 
so maybe you don’t know this, but 
only one country of the nine or ten 
that have nuclear weapons have ever 
used those weapons on people... one. 
Clearly, that country is the one we 
should fear. No other country has 
done so, and it is quite likely that they 
only attained nuclear weapons to 
defend themselves against a United 
States invasion.

Since WWII, we have lived 
by the motto: “If you desire peace, 
prepare for war.” Maybe it is time 
for a new way of thinking. “If you’re 
thinking about making war, stop 
thinking.”

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

How many will 
die?

I woke up today and found that 
Donald Trump had teamed up with 
the genocidal state of Israel in a war, 
unauthorized by US Congress on 
the Republic of Iran. The Orange 
Buffoon is running amok. Upon his 
re-election, Trump endorsed Israel’s 
policies in Gaza with his ‘Board of 
Peace.’ He told our country what he 
had in store for us. Made a grab for 
Greenland, but had to put it on the 
back burner. In a surprise attack, he 
captured the Venezuelan oil supply, 
lock, stock, and barrel, creating a 
humanitarian crisis in Cuba while 
doing so. And now Iran.

Just what are Iran’s crimes? 
The ‘crime’ in 1953 was that it 
wanted democracy and to stop the 
plundering of its oil supply. Its 
elected leader, Mohamed Mossadeq, 
was named Man of the Year by Time 
magazine before he was disposed 
of by US Operation Ajax. The 
democratic traditions were replaced 
by a monarchy, which became a 
brutal dictatorship. In 1979, the 
Shah, Reza Pahlavi was overthrown, 
resulting in a power vacuum and 
the installation of the government 
we see today. Middle East politics 
is the politics of oil control. Middle 
Easterners are not allowed to control 
their destiny.

Iran resisted every step of the 
way. While the West turned a blind 
eye to the plight of the Palestinians, 
who were being ethnically cleansed 
by Israel, Iran supported the 
Palestinians. Israel can’t sleep until 
the threat from Iran is gone lest they 
would have to give the Palestinians 
their land back. The West did not 
want the Middle Easterners to control 
their oil revenues. Iran supported 

Islamic causes.
This latest attack on Iran is just 

another in the series. At Davos, 
and at the Economic Club of New 
York, US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent bragged how sanctions, 
w h i c h  C a n a d a  s u p p o r t e d , 
undermined Iran’s economy and 
caused large-scale demonstrations. 
As in 1953, undoubtably there were 
violent elements in the peaceful 
demonstrations to provoke the 
Revolutionary Guard. More dead. 
The demonstrators held on as Trump 
promised to help them. Even more 
dead. Now Trump had his reasons 
to invade – thousands dead.

Another reason Trump cited for 
the strikes was that Iran must not 
be allowed to develop the bomb. 
During his first term in office, nuclear 
disbarment talks with Iran were 
progressing very well. Instead of 
continuing the talks, he ripped up 
the agreements already made. Trump 
also says American lives must be 
protected. To do so, he would have 
to kill everybody in the world.

Trump has run amok. Did he 
think out how to transition from the 
air strikes to regime change, if it was 
at all possible? What are his plans? 
Is he bored with peace?

When a madman is on the loose, 
SWAT teams rush to contain him. 
Instead of stopping Trump, world 
leaders give him their support. They 
say the old system of law and order 
has broken down. It has broken 
down because they do not support 
it. All this is not Trump’s fault. It’s 
because there is no one to stop him. 
How many more will die?

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Untruth Social
I am very concerned about the 

people, especially the women, in a 
country I know absolutely nothing 
about but nonetheless, I was just 
shocked in January at how many 
peaceful protesters were killed 
and injured when these peaceful 
protesters for some unknown cause 
began to riot and hurt each other. It 
just didn’t sit very well with me and 
my cabinet.

Also, I am just gobsmacked 
by how this foreign country treats 
women – how they are put down, 
dominated by men and forced to wear 
body coverings especially on their 
faces. I hear they don’t even have 
hot dogs there or listen to The Village 
People’s YMCA. That’s just not right.

So, to set things right there, on 
February 28 I decided to order my 
brave military men and women to 

attack this country with long-range 
guided missiles with extremely lethal 
payloads from our big beautiful 
warships and murder their leader, 
who had been running the country for 
the past 35 years. He was a terrorist, 
they tell me, but besides that he’s 
been very mean to the women there 
over the years and that just infuriates 
me because I respect women very 
much. So, I had him killed so all 
these people can be free and live in 
freedom just like us Americans. He 
may have been 86 years old and a 
grandfather but sometimes in war, 
tough decisions have to be made, so 
I made it. I really hoped that killing 
this old man would topple that 
government immediately, but it didn’t 
so to make a firm point, I decided to 
continue sending missiles and drop 
bombs in the biggest city there. I 
don’t remember the name of that city, 
but it’s a big one with lots and lots of 
people, mostly not Christians like me.

Over the next few days, with the 
help of my brave men in the military 
and my friends and our best ally and 
bosom buddies from Israel, I killed a 
bunch more people including about 
160 school girls and their teachers at 
a school while they were in classes. 
I didn’t mean to murder them. War is 
hell but sometimes people die in bad 
ways, especially when you’re firing 
missiles and dropping bombs.

I’m now almost a week into 
orchestrating this military campaign 
with my brave men and women 
in the military and we are having 
great success! WE ARE WINNING, 
according to my brave and courageous 
Secretary of War and my brave and 
courageous Secretary of State and 
my advisors in the CIA – at least 
that’s what they tell me. I guess we’ll 
just continue day by day to shoot 
missiles and drop bombs on people 
and places until something gives or 
heaven forbid, we run out of bombs 
and missiles.

I guess if things go a bit sour 
for us over the next few weeks, our 
friends in Israel can drop a nuke and 
that’ll sure fix them. I was happy 
to hear the other day that Governor 
Carney from Canada, our beloved 
future 51st state, said that he has my 
back. That’s a relief.

Thanks for your attention to this 
matter. 

DJT/POTUS
PS - Sure happy to hear that 

Alberta and Governor Smith may be 
joining us down here too very soon. 
I loved my time down here with her 
at Mar-a-Lago.

Todd Allen
New Denver

Response to 
Arrow Slocan 
Tourism 
Heritage Week 
article, VV 
February 26

Thanks to Arrow Slocan Tourism 
for their efforts in developing the 
Japanese Canadian Legacy Trail 
route, a self-guided tour of a harsh 
part of our community’s history and 
their article in the Valley Voice for 
Heritage Week.

I would like to focus on one 
area in the article that I feel begs 
expansion. It was a moment when 
our past very much became part of 
our present. The Slocan Valley Rail 
Trail is now far from being “an old 
rail line” (as quoted in the article). 
It is a vibrant feature of the Slocan 
Valley. Our trail counters get over 
100,000 ‘hits’ annually. People from 
all over the world have travelled on 
it. Along its 50-kilometre length, we 
have erected several signs detailing 
the many layers of our history.

South of the Village of Slocan, 
there were Japanese Canadian 
internment camps built alongside of 
the CPR train line at the Bay Farm, 
the Popoff Farm and at Lemon 
Creek. The Arrow Slocan Tourism 
article details well the hardships 
that Japanese Canadians faced while 
forced to live there. 

I n  2 0 1 2 ,  o u r  v o l u n t e e r 
organization, (then called the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Trail Society), 
commissioned Ian Fraser to create 
signage to be placed to recognize the 
camps at Lemon Creek and Popoff 
Farms. In pictures and narrative, they 
highlighted the national injustice 
that was perpetrated. At the time, 
there was not a sign or marker that 
identified that these camps had 
existed. Our former chairperson, 
Rory Lindsay, worked diligently on 
this project,  done with the support of 
the National Association of Japanese 
Canadians, which spread the word 
among their members about the 
project.

The dedication event took place 
on Saturday, June 12, 2012, the 70th 
anniversary of when the camps were 
established. It was an emotional 
day that was attended by surviving 
internees, some who were in their 
80s and 90s, and their families who 
came from across the country, as 
well as locals who lived through 
those times. The Lemon Creek and 
Popoff Farm signs were unveiled by 

Joy Kogawa, the author of the best-
selling book, Obasan. Ms. Kogawa 
was a child internee in Slocan and 
her book reveals the incredibly hard 
world of that existence. At the Lemon 
Creek dedication, the children of Ken 
and Ruth Abe surprised their parents 
with a bench dedicated to them. Their 
parents had met in the camps.

After the dedication, there was 
a social evening at a packed Slocan 
Legion (called the Odd Fellows Hall 
during the internment years), with 
powerful speeches delivered, and 
tears shed. One fiery speaker was 
92-year-old Aya Higashi, who was an 
internee and principal of the school 
at the Popoff Farm. She shared her 
outrage to loud applause from the 
crowd. “I refuse to be a hyphenated 
Canadian. I am a Canadian!” Joy 
Kogawa said, “Go to the place of 
your greatest terror and tell your 
story so you can be free.” It was a 
night of living history, where we 
realized that the fight to recognize 
this injustice was still going on, and 
we were with a group of people who 
had been fighting this injustice for 
over 70 years. 

I encourage everyone to read the 
full article that Jan McMurray wrote 
about this day in the Valley Voice. 
You can find a link on their website, 
in the June 27, 2012 edition. 

We see many travelers on the 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Some 
have come specifically to see these 
heritage plaques as part of their 
personal journey. I’ve met others 
who knew nothing of this era and 
became interested in the story that 
these signs told. I felt fortunate to be 
able to describe the moments when 
these signs were installed. 

Arrow Slocan Tourism has a fine 
website of the Japanese Canadian 
Legacy Trail that mentions the sites 
along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail. 
What is harder to capture though, is 
the moment in time when the past 
came into the present, and we got 
to feel a ripple of the wave that the 
experience created. 

Craig Lawrence, chairperson, 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail Society

Winlaw

Open letter to 
New Denver 
council

I have now seen Councillor 
Colin Moss putting up posters to 
waste veteran money on paint and it 
makes me sad.

For a year, I walked to the 
cenotaph almost every day. This act 
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continued from page 5
of walking to and from it helped me 
process the trauma of war. Ironically, 
I also walked past the remains of the 
Pride crosswalk where I experienced 
a hate crime. Never once did I 
think the spire needed a paint job. 
However, I did wish someone would 
pressure wash the rest of the Pride 
crosswalk because it’s really ugly. 
PLEASE scrub it away.

I am a vet, yes, surprise. No one 
knows I’m a vet because I don’t have 
any good war stories…

As a trans queer veteran who 
defended Canada’s sovereignty 
long before becoming a landed 
immigrant, I’ve been dedicated to 
the country since before 1996. This 
was my long-standing commitment 
to Canada.

Unfortunately, I’ve had to walk 
home from many wars.

During these times, I’ve walked 
through our community’s streets, 
lanes, and side streets, wishing for 
the safety of everyone in these ‘third 
spaces.’ I never wanted my path to 
be marked by paint as I remembered 
those who fell. Eventually, I realized 
that the more paint we put on the 
ground, the more it ends up in the 
gutters and water, which are essential 
for life.

Ultimately, I concluded that 
only true animals need a battle flag. 
A concept actually is in the back of 
my mind as a possible album from 
this experience.

I genuinely wish we could create 
safe third spaces for everyone, 
not just rainbow crosswalks and 
veterans’ crosswalks. In Canada, the 
white stripe on the road symbolizes 
peace between the bloody fields, 
and maybe a peaceful end to the 
trail of tears.

Why don’t we build safe 
municipalities instead of painting 
crosswalks to virtue signal? 
What veterans truly need is a safe 
community space indoors to gather, 
live, and heal. My community doesn’t 
even have a Legion, so a crosswalk 
feels like a road to nowhere for me.

Progress for 2SLGBTQQIA+ 
inclusion in our community is 
stagnant (dead, actually) and a 
Pride crosswalk also feels like a 
road to nowhere. I’ve been Canada‘s 
legal third gender since early 2019 
but every day in our community 
someone disrespects my legal status. 
I’m definitely not a man or a woman 
as a case may be. Some days I just 
feel like I’m living in a prison.

Listen to me feeling like I’m in 
a jail is very ironic…

In a community that once was 

a concentration camp, I believe 
we should open the walls between 
gardens instead of creating more 
gates and pathways for singular 
identities.

Let’s restore our community to 
a beautiful Canadian multicultural 
standard and eliminate the virtue 
signalling in crosswalks forever. As a 
queer veteran who has been attacked 
in our community, those crosswalks 
won’t help me at all.

I would be embarrassed as a 
veteran if we did such a thing to 
our community when we could 
make it beautiful for everyone, not 
just people like me. We live in the 
Slocan Lakes area of the Slocan 
Valley, BC, which is the traditional, 
ancestral, and unceded territory of 
the Indigenous Peoples, specifically 
the Sinixt Nation.

We’re all standing in line behind 
them for their crosswalk that no 
one will ever paint. And if we did, 
it would just be gallons of paint 
boarded into their waterways at the 
end of the day.

I’m officially opposed to painting 
crosswalks in our community that 
don’t meet municipal standards. 
After seeing the poster, I also reached 
out to Councillor Colin Moss. In 
short: I hate his idea.

I fought for the safety of everyone 
in the third space, not just a group of 
elites. Please no more lipstick on a 
pig in our communities. I seriously 
don’t want to drive to Slocan to go 
to the Legion.

Build a place to gather instead of 
a place to walk to remember the dead. 
I urge you to reconsider giving one 
love to the streets in our honour. Give 
us a third space to gather instead. And 
then let the queer folks use it when 
we’re not using it.

Ceriden Anwell (they/them/
theirs)

New Denver

VWS against 
destruction 
of access to 
Incomappleux 
Valley

The Incomappleux Forest 
Service Road, Branch 01 on the east 
side of the river, is the sole access 
to the Incomappleux Conservancy, 
which was recently protected in 
2023, along with a semi-protected 
large “mine restoration” no-logging 
buffer between the Conservancy and 
the lower river canyon. At the very 
end of the road is the ancient forest, a 
stunning, intact area of virgin Inland 

Temperate Rainforest. The forest has 
been the subject of species surveys 
by scientists from a number of 
countries. There is nothing else like 
it in the interior of BC.

The Valhalla Wilderness Society 
(VWS) campaigned to have the 
forest and the whole upper valley 
protected. Our proposal received 
widespread public support, including 
by a number of environmental 
groups and local representatives 
of the Sinixt First Nation. VWS 
is also a landowner in the town of 
Camborne, which occurred because 
two small lots were donated to the 
society. We do not intend to develop 
them or use the lots in any way. Thus 
our position on the deactivation 
of the Incomappleux Road is not 
concerned with protecting our 
property access. Our positions are 
based solely on the needs for public 
access to our former park proposal, 
which encompasses the ancient 
forest and part of the river with a 
significant wetland, and which is 
now protected as a conservancy. This 
area is ecologically, scientifically and 
esthetically rare and priceless.

One  of  the  purposes  o f 
conservancies under the BC Park Act 
is “the protection and maintenance 
of their recreational values.” 
For three years, the Ministry of 
Environment and Parks (MOEP) 
has not communicated with the 
public about management of the 
conservancy. However, shortly 
after the conservancy was created, 
a delegation of MOEP and the 
Ministry of Water, Land and 
Resource Stewardship (MWLRS) 
met with the VWS board and assured 
us that access to the conservancy 
(which for VWS meant the ancient 
forest) would be maintained.

However, the existing Forest 
Service Road has been closed 
ever since and MOEP/MWLRS 
have failed to engage the public 
in management issues for the 
Incomappleux Conservancy.

Concerning the east side of 
the river, where both the town of 
Camborne and the conservancy are 
located, MOF is poised to demolish 
the access bridge and deactivate the 
road. This will permanently destroy 
access to the conservancy and the 
ancient forest. When VWS wrote 
to MOF objecting to this plan, 
the ministry responded that “The 
conservancy in the Incomappleux 
Valley was created knowing that 
there would be no road access to it.” 

Given that “the protection and 
maintenance of their recreational 
values” is stated as a purpose of 

conservancies under the BC Park 
Act, and given that the public thus 
expects to have access to such 
protected areas, it appears that the 
public has been deceived.

In addition, the government also 
promised the Ministry of Mines 
would clean up a toxic tailings pond 
and old mill site at Camborne. How 
can this be done with no more road 
access?

The Ministry of Forests says that 
the main access bridge, known as the 
Crevice Bridge, and the road are in 
disrepair and there is no money to fix 
them. But with so many public values 
existent on the road, MOF should not 
be the sole decision maker. There are 
levels of the BC government beyond 
and above MOF. The government 
should fund proper management and 
access to the conservancy – and we 
don’t mean making it a helicopter 
destination for the rich.

VWS has always been aware that 
public access to the ancient forest 
must have limitations. The scope 
of recreationists wanting to visit it 
would be capable of destroying the 
ecological, scientific and esthetic 
values of the area. For this reason, 
VWS proposes keeping the main 
access bridge intact and the road 
open to Camborne plus another 13 
kilometres, where the road should 
be closed and there is room for space 
to park.

This would keep the road 
open for a total of 16 kilometres, 
and would require a walk of 13.5 
kilometres to the ancient forest. 
No mechanized access should be 
allowed past that point.

VWS grizzly bear expert, Wayne 
McCrory, R.P.Bio, also recommends 
a seasonal spring closure of the 
hiking trail to the ancient forest due 
to the high grizzly bear hazard. The 
government should also consider 
issuing permits for hiking access to 
the ancient forest. BC Parks has no 
problem issuing permits for camping 
every year.

Craig Pettitt, chair of 
Valhalla Wilderness Society

New Denver

Trump’s wars
Please step back and connect 

the dots as to what this war’s goal 
is: avoiding Epstein file exposure, 
guilt, humiliation, and loss of the 
presidency.

So many contacts with Epstein, 
thousands... Epstein’s best client? 
Trophy photos of young women, 
girls. Trump managed Miss Universe 
Pageant? Perhaps several underage 
women could bring a president 
down?

He went from a real estate 
developer, to the boss in The 
Apprentice, to president – from one 
con, deception, one lie after another. 
Like a movie character, black and 
white, in Peter Mansbridge interview 
with Spike Lee, pre-2016 election. 
“Could you imagine if…”

Well, elected, the real-estate 
developer becomes most powerful 
man on Earth. He created his real-life 
reality show, promoting himself as 
the most powerful and most talked-
about on earth.

Power corrupts, and Putin 
showed Trump what he could have 
with power, but better needed for 
the narcissist, MAGA gold, best 
boasting, bombing, take-over threats, 
feeding the narcissistic ego in Trump.

The bully lied; he is not a 
peacemaker. He started a world 
war, threatening attacks on American 
soil, his life’s future, and negatively 
affecting multiple nations and 
millions of people around the world. 
He started an earlier world war with 
trade, using economics to weaken 
Canada, other nations and to get 
richer easier and quicker. Then China 
strikes and takes Taiwan. What is 
anyone going to do about that? That 
and starting a world war to avoid 
Epstein guilt, perhaps worse than 
Andrew?

Threats of taking over Canada, 
Greenland, Iran, are not signs of a 
peacemaker. May there be true peace 
and non-violence and no nuclear war 
on earth. May truth prevail.

Matthew Thomas Anshelm
Whitehorse

Correction
In our February 26 issue, we got 

Rodney Koeneman’s name wrong 
in the article, “The SS Revelstoke: A 
Columbia River legacy, and in the 
accompanying photo. Apologies to 
Rodney.

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money 

Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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CARD OF APPRECIATION
The overwhelming community support now has us in our new “digs” 

after our devastating house fire last April 27, 2025.
Recently, I was watching our four-year-old grandson and the family 

dog run all around the yard with joy and abandonment – just because 
they can.

We feel the same way with how we’ve been looked after – including 
all the tradesmen.

Our choice to settle in Kaslo some 57 years ago was well founded!
We wish everyone who has helped us – both large and small – a 

huge thank you.
We live by the lake. Drop in sometime. Ha!

Best regards,
“Super” Dave and Jeannie Boland

COMMUNITY

submitted
After a year of testing, building, 

and collaborating, the West Kootenay 
Recruitment Agency (WKRA) pilot 
project has confirmed what many 
local employers already knew: 
the Kootenays need a recruitment 
solution built for the Kootenays with 
local context.

Launched in November 2024 
by Community Futures Central 
Kootenay, the pilot set out to test 
whether a locally based recruitment 

West Kootenay Recruitment Pilot confirms need for local workforce solutions
agency could help employers 
overcome the unique workforce 
challenges facing the region.

The pilot expanded on the West 
Kootenay Recruitment Agency 
Feasibility Study (March 2024), 
which identified ongoing hiring 
challenges across sectors, with 
approximately 1,270 jobs per year 
expected to require recruitment in 
the West Kootenays. Employers 
consistently cited barriers such as 
housing availability, childcare access, 

wage competitiveness, and relocation 
hurdles.

“We knew many employers 
were struggling to recruit for key 
positions and that a one-size-fits-all 
recruitment approach doesn’t work in 
a rural setting,” says Andrea Wilkey, 
Executive Director of Community 
Futures Central Kootenay. “With the 
pilot, Community Futures acted as 
a business incubator. We engaged a 
contractor to test the model for a year 
and see if it could be a viable for-profit 

business model.”
Under the guidance of Mia 

Gardiner, the pilot moved from 
concept to real-world delivery, 
making an immediate impact on 
employers and the workforce. Three 
pilot recruitment projects were 
completed, resulting in successful 
placements across trades, finance, 
and communications. Through that 
process, more than 600 candidates 
were sourced and engaged.

“The results demonstrated that 
recruitment in rural communities 
requires more than posting job 
ads,” said Gardiner. “Success 
depends on deep local knowledge, 
trusted employer relationships, 
strategic marketing of both roles 
and communities, and candid 
conversations about compensation, 
onboarding, and retention.”

The pilot also responded to a need 
identified in the feasibility study by 
establishing a regional HR Network. 
The Network now connects Human 
Resource professionals across the 
region, providing a forum to connect, 

share resources and knowledge, and 
advocate for best practices.

Most significantly, the pilot 
directly led to the launch of Kootenay 
Talent + Recruitment, a new locally 
owned recruitment and HR firm 
supporting employers throughout the 
entire Kootenay and Boundary region.

The  WKRA pi lo t  pro jec t 
was made possible through the 
financial support of ETSI-BC and 
the leadership and guidance of the 
WKRA Steering Committee. The 
Committee included representatives 
from Kootenay Career Development 
Society, Kootenay Employment 
Services, Selkirk Innovates, the 
Castlegar & District Chamber of 
Commerce, Destination Castlegar, 
Community Futures South Kootenay, 
the Lower Columbia Community 
Development Team Society, the 
Nelson & District Chamber of 
Commerce, and Community Futures 
Central Kootenay.

To learn more about recruitment 
supports ,  vis i t  futures.bc.ca/
recruitment; awilkey@futures.bc.ca.

submitted
Seedy Saturday is coming to the 

Silverton Gallery on March 14, from 
10 am to 2 pm.

This is one of the original events 
of the Healthy Community Society 
of the North Slocan Valley, which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this 
year.

This year’s event will feature 
local seed vendors and presentations 
throughout the day. There will also be 
a hands-on area for kids of all ages – 
0-99 – run by the Slocan Lake Early 
Learning Society as a fundraiser for 
the preschool. There will be seeds and 
cuttings to plant, worms to explore and 
plants to take home! SLELS is also 
serving sweet and savoury treats and 
specialty beverages to keep everyone 
well-nourished throughout the day.

The society’s first seed- and 
knowledge-sharing event of this kind 
was hosted at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery about 18 years ago. Experienced 
gardeners Jane Murphy and Bay 
Hermann shared their secrets with 
young parents and garden enthusiasts, 

Seedy Saturday event features local seeds, presentations, kids’ area
and HCS organized a seed-sharing table.

The event has grown over the 
years, particularly since 2013 when the 
Healthy Community Society connected 
with Patrick Steiner of Kaslo’s Stellar 
Seeds. Patrick gave a presentation on 
saving seeds – how to do it, why it is 
important, and why local seed is the best 
choice for local gardeners.

“Seeds contain the source of life 
and food security,” says Julia Greenlaw, 
organizer of the HCS’s Seedy Saturday 
event. “Growing and saving local seeds 
is a way of encouraging our resiliency 
and food sovereignty in this era of seed 
domination by a few large companies – 
and it saves money.”

Greenlaw says locally grown 
seeds are adapted to our climate and 
actually differ genetically from plants 
of the same species in other places. By 
growing the locally-adapted variety of a 
species, we help to maintain its genetic 
diversity. The greater the variation of 
characteristics within a species, the 
greater its chances of survival in the 
future.

Local seed vendors at this year’s 

event include Julie Fletcher’s Winnow 
Seeds, Kylie Lichty’s Mountain Seeds, 
Lynzee’s Argenta seeds, Gwen’s dahlias, 
Robin Mercy’s mushroom spawn, 
Sunshine Seeds, and native flowers from 
KinSeed. There will be plenty of saved 
seed and surplus bought seeds from local 
gardeners at the Seed Sharing table. 
Bring your surplus and extra envelopes!

Farmer Ryan Morin will start off 
the presentations at 11 am, teaching us 
how to use soil blocks to grow healthy 
seedlings while reducing plastic. Then 
at 11:30 Gwen Grauvoc (aka the Dahlia 
Lady) will show us how to propagate 
willow for basketry. At noon, Robin 
Mercy will introduce King Stropharia 
as a means of feeding your garden beds 
while growing some delicious edible 
mushrooms. And, at 12:30 pm, Jenny 
Hansell is making her debut in her role 
as local plant biologist, teaching us how 
to grow plants from cuttings.

Come on down and be part of 
the tradition! Bring some cash, seeds 
to share if you have extra, and your 
gardening spirit. This event truly marks 
the beginning of the garden season!

by Zen Wang
A film festival focusing on 

wetlands was hosted by the Friends 
of Kootenay Lake on February 22 
at the Nelson United Church. Other 
aligned organizations attended the 
event with display tables, including the 
Kootenay Native Plant Society, Slocan 
River Streamkeepers Society, Living 
Lakes Canada and the BC Wildlife 
Federation. 

The event gave attendees a deep 
appreciation of the functions and inner 
workings of nature’s wetlands, which 
bring biodiversity and resiliency to 
watersheds by preventing homogeneity 
and desertification.

Wetland Conservation through 
private land stewardship in the 
Kootenays is a film made by BC 
Wildlife Federation’s watershed team. 
It took the audience to Sparrowhawk 
Farm in Kimberly, Tulaberry Farm in 
Passmore, Crawford Bay Regional 
Park, and Halleran Farm in Meadow 

Wetlands film festival hosted by Friends of Kootenay Lake
Creek. At all these locations, land 
was returned to wetlands through eco-
engineering. The landowners all noticed 
much higher levels of diversity and 
wildlife density after the conversions.

Phantom Orchid is a short film 
about a rare and often overlooked 
flower that grows in the Fraser Valley. 
It is endangered due to habitat loss 
but it is not protected by legislation in 
BC. People worry about the phantom 
orchid’s survival in a modernizing and 
urbanizing landscape.

The film The Wetlands was 
produced by Norm Allard and Real 
Estate Foundation of BC. The film 
shows that wetlands can be a great tool 
for both flood prevention and drought 
prevention at the same time. When 
vegetation is kept moist all year round, 
it also acts as a barrier to wildfire. 

Ktunaxa Creation Story is a 
student film recounting origin stories 
from the Ktunaxa culture. It uses a 
combination of historical footages and 

drone photography to tell the Ktunaxa 
origin myths. 

Walter Clough Wildlife Sanctuary 
Riparian Restoration is a film about 
a tree-planting effort to revive an 
island in Slocan River, produced 
by the Slocan River Streamkeepers. 
Volunteers planted hundreds of young 
trees on the banks of an island and 
protected them from beavers. The also 
built many bird nesting boxes to attract 
songbirds back into the area. 

Snk’mip Dig Deeper  is  a 
documentary detailing the struggles 
a group of volunteers faced while re-
wilding a piece of wetland on the shores 
of Slocan Lake in Hills. While doing the 
work to restore the land, they discovered 
there used to be a Sinixt village in that 
location. The park was given the Sinixt 
name Snk’mip, meaning ‘head of the 
lake.’ The film was co-produced by 
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology 
(now Haven for Ecology) and the 
Autonomous Sinixt.
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MIRROR LAKE 
WATER USERS 
COMMUNITY 

Boil Water Advisory for all 
users. Inform renters and 
guests until further notice. 

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Contemplative in the 
Kootenays—a day of 
meditation and mutual 

support. 10-3, 
Saturday March 28. No 
experience necessary.  

descamp@widespot.ca for  
directions and more information.

Turner-Zion United Church of
Canada welcomes you.

FULLY ALIVE

by Rachael Lesosky
Attendees of the 20th annual 

North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival on March 7 were treated to 
a thoughtful curation of films and 
photos, highlighting the creativity, joy, 
perseverance, and legacy of lives lived 
in the mountains.

Beauty in the Fall by Nat Segal 
moved viewers most, and earned 
first place in the People’s Choice 
Award. The film follows Julianna 
Howatt, a mountain guide whose 
monumental accident became the 
catalyst for embracing her gender 
identity. Though she dedicated her 
life to the outdoors, the industry’s 
ethos kept her from expressing her 
identity as a trans woman. When a 
life-changing accident left Julianna 
with complex post-traumatic stress 
disorder, she had to step away from 
guiding. But now she is ready to share 
her story to advocate for an inclusive 
future for the mountain community.

In Following the Water, the 

North Valley Film Festival showcases lives lived in the mountains
viewer meets Silverton-based artist 
Tsuneko Kokubo. Koko shares the 
story behind her three ambitious 
paintings, created with arts funding 
from the Japanese Canadian Legacies 
Society Community Fund. Each 
canvas, measuring thirty-by-five-
feet, explores the Japanese Canadian 
experience and the ways in which 
water shapes both the environment 
and our lives. Koko was inspired by 
the bodies of water adjacent to former 
Japanese Canadian internment camps 
in the area. Following the Water 
earned second place in the People’s 
Choice Award.

Third place went to Wild Aerial 
by Trixie Pacis. Outdoorswoman and 
aerialist Sasha Galitski’s two worlds 
collide in a frozen canyon in Jasper 
National Park, its curtains of ice setting 
the stage for an aerial performance of a 
lifetime. The film documents Sasha’s 
journey, from family outdoor trips as a 
child to twirling on aerial silks in sub-
zero temperatures. Her trusted partner 
Marcus Waring, certified mountain 
guide and paramedic, carefully rigs 
the silks to help Sasha blend her two 
passions into one wholly unique art 
form. On July 24, 2024, Sasha’s 
canyon backdrop and her beloved 
home burned in a wildfire. The film 
is dedicated to all who were affected.

Ches ter ’s  Turn  r ece ived 
honourable mention. The film 
provides a view of the world through 
an old dog’s eyes as he reflects on 
the passing of time and what really 
matters in life. Set at Summit Lake 
Ski and Snowboard Area, Chester 
reminds the viewer to stop waiting, 
because the best days are the days you 
choose to show up – and maybe fall 
down, but always get back up again. 
Chester’s human, Josh Pearson, lent 
his opposable thumbs to help film 
his story. 

Other gems included Dustin 
Cyganik swapping his BMX wheels 
for skis in Here to Slay; Nova, Piper, 
and Alex’s infectious giggles as 
they demonstrate how kids in the 
North Valley have fun in the winter; 

and a look into how the Kootenay 
Emergency Response Physicians 
Association (KERPA) keeps everyone 
safe as they enjoy the outdoors. 

North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival is a grassroots event 

showcasing a mix of mountain 
culture and environmental films and 
slide presentations, featuring local 
filmmakers and photographers. More 
information: northvalleyfilmfestival.
com. 

Wide Spot: 
Cheese tax
by Therese DesCamp

My great-nieces recently 
introduced me to the phrase ‘cheese 
tax.’ At first I thought they were 
referring to the duty paid when 
importing dairy products; but it 
quickly became clear that they were 
talking about dogs. ‘Cheese tax’ is 
that variable percentage of human 
food offered as canine appeasement. 
Faced with the doleful, bottomless 
stare of a dog, those of us susceptible 
to cheese tax will always break. I 
am a sucker for cheese tax: part of 
my toast, my cookie, my burger, or 
my cheese always goes to whatever 
canine is watching and saying with 
her sad eyes, “Can’t you see I’m 
starving here?”

Our dog Dolly was a master of 
the cheese tax. Raised by a man who 
sat her on his lap and fed her from 
his own plate, she was an 18-month-
old princess when he died. After we 
adopted her, I sat on the floor twice a 

day for a month to hand-feed that dog 
from her own bowl. At the end of her 
life she returned to her princess ways, 
refusing to eat without an attendant 
to the process. Cheese tax, I thought, 
as I held out a handful of kibble 
sprinkled with the leftover chicken I 
had intended to eat for lunch.

Dolly died two weeks ago. 
She was our third dog, and each 

of those dogs had some quirk that 
demanded our focused attention. 
Insulin shots and special diet, years 
of anxiety-reduction training, knee 
surgeries, thyroid and liver disorders: 
there has been a considerable amount 
of hands-on care in our canine 
relationships. That everyday physical 
care could be a pain but it bound us 
tightly together, which made the 
loss of each dog that much harder. 
There were a thousand touches each 
day, a thousand glances, a thousand 
nuanced decisions. All of that care 
– all of that paying attention and 
planning – that was cheese tax, too. 

I was, I am, and I will always be 
a happy taxpayer. Dolly’s death – the 
sudden severing of ties and tasks 

that bound us together – leaves me 
untethered. I long to resume those 
daily responsibilities, the give-and-
take of affectionate interrelationship. 
I miss the cheese tax. 

As I walked up on Goat Mountain 
yesterday, I thought about all those 
relationships where we are bound 
by daily responsibility, mutual 
dependence, holy entanglement. 
In reality, there is nowhere, and no 
being to whom I don’t owe the tax. 
I pay cheese tax to George. I pay 
cheese tax to friends and neighbours. 
I pay cheese tax to the juncos and 
chickadees and downy woodpeckers, 
the garden, the creek. Yesterday 
afternoon, I paid cheese tax to the 
ephemeral streams of Goat Mountain 
and their luminescent moss. 

Any time that I willingly offer 
my focused attention, anytime I 
act for the well-being of the other, 
anytime I let myself live out our 
interwoven and essential unity: that’s 
cheese tax. Another name for it is 
love. And yes, love will inevitably 
end in grief. That’s just the way it is. 
I’m willing to pay that price.

submitted
The Nelson Public Library will 

host the launch of Hands Like Roots: 
Notes on an Entangled Contemplative 
Life by New Denver author Therese 
DesCamp on Saturday, March 21, 
7-9 pm.

In this collection of essays, 
DesCamp explores the meeting 

Nelson Library hosts book launch for New Denver author Therese DesCamp

Therese DesCamp launches her new collection of essays.

place of daily life, science, and 
contemplative practice, weaving 
insights from hydrology, cognitive 
science, and climate studies with 
decades of prayer and meditation. 

DesCamp – writer, spiritual 
director, longtime educator, 2023 
CBC Nonfiction Prize long-lister, and 
author of the Valley Voice’s regular 

‘Wide Spot’ column – brings rich 
experience and heartfelt presence to 
an evening celebrating embodied, 
reflective living. She will discuss 
her process, read from her work, and 
answer your questions. Books will 
be available for purchase on site. 
All are welcome and no registration 
is necessary.
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fireweed hub

Kitchen Smyles Microbakery pop-up Mondays from
10-2. Light lunch, coffee etc. also available. Info &
bakery pre-orders:  kitchensmyles@hotmail.com  

Main Street at 305 6th Ave, New Denver
Stay up to date by subscribing to our 

e-newsletter. Sign up at fireweedhub.ca
 Info & kitchen, zoom room or flex-space bookings

email manager@fireweedhub.ca

Elders’ Events every Tuesday from 10 am to noon:
Social time, coffee & snacks, occasional
presentations. Free (donations gratefully accepted). 

Wide Spot, Sun. March 15 , 5 -7 pm. Dinner and
discussion with Therese: “Welcoming What Is.” RSVP
hannah@fatgoatfarm.ca. Suggested donation $10.

th

Drop-in Co-working most Thursdays 9-5. Check
sandwich board for exact hours. By donation
(suggested $5-10).

Seniors Cooking Program, free for ages 55+.
Cooking budget-friendly meals. Wed. Mar 18 &
25, 12pm - 2pm. sscott@cbal.org to register. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Nakusp Secondary students 
have been enjoying a new hockey 
skills course this year, running two 
to three days a week from October 
to March. Students in grades 10-12 
earn four credits for participating, 
and younger students can take it 
as an extra course. NSS Principal 
Mike Hibberson spearheaded the 
program, with seven volunteer 
coaches from the community 
stepping up to mentor the 10 
student players. 

“Compared to a regular PE 
class, this is way more intense, 
way more self-directed,” said 
Hibberson. “It shows a commitment 
to athletic development.”

The program runs thanks to 
regular full-time equivalent (FTE) 
funding supplied to the district 
through enrolment, meaning 
there’s no cost for students. These 
funds cover ice time, and jackets 
for the volunteer coaches – though 
Hibberson said for all that the 
coaches put into the program, 
the jackets feel like too small a 
gesture.

“It’s been an unbelievable 
contribution from our community,” 
he said. 

Each coach brings a different 
perspective to the program, 
creating a well-rounded course 
for the students.

Volunteer coach Zac Wethal 
was impressed with the kids and 
their dedication, even with the 
early mornings. Some have to get 
out of bed as early as 4 am to get 
to the rink in time for 7 am. 

“It’s been a great year,” he said, 
“and their skills have come a long 
way over the season.”

Two of the hockey stars 
attended the meeting to share 
what they’ve enjoyed about the 
program.  

Noah Wethal said that the 
most valuable part for him is the 
open ice time, which gives him an 
opportunity to explore and practice 
new skills. In other settings, he 
wouldn’t have this kind of freedom. 

“Our creativity on the ice has 
improved by a significant amount,” 
he said. “The hardest part is getting 
out of bed but once you’re up, it’s 
probably the best feeling.”

Hudson Gascon agreed that the 
early mornings are worth it. His 
skills have improved rapidly, he 
said, and he appreciates how the 
coaches focus on what the students 
need to practice most. There is even 
time for video sessions, where 
students can watch a playback 
and analyze their game – another 

School District 10, February 24: New NSS hockey program shoots and scores 
feature that’s not usually offered in 
programs outside of school.  

“The plan was hatched at a hot 
pot restaurant in Richmond, and 
to see it come to fruition... Huge 
thanks to [Hibberson] for actually 
taking an idea and making it 
happen,” said Superintendent Peter 
Dubinsky. “It’s not as easy as he 
makes it sound.”

Hibberson thanked the Village 
of Nakusp for offering an affordable 
rate for ice time.
Dual Credit/Career 
Transitions gives 
students a leg up

The district is helping ease 
the transition to post-secondary 
learning through the Dual Credit/
Career Transitions program. Tessa 
Wiseman, NSS counsellor and 
district liaison of the program, 
shared the success of the program, 
which has seen significant student 
interest and involvement.

The program gives grades 11 
and 12 students an opportunity to 
take post-secondary courses and 
programs to gain both high school 
and post-secondary credits. It is 
also connected to the Youth Train 
in Trades (YTT) program, which 
allows students to begin trades 
training while still in high school. 

Dual Credit/Career Transitions 
started in partnership with Selkirk 
College, but this year the district 
partnered with three more 
institutions – Okanagan College, 
Thompson Rivers University, and 
Simon Fraser University. 

The program has some major 
advantages,  said Wiseman. 
Students pay $0 for tuition, fees, 
and books, and can learn in a 
way that is relevant to them. 
Students also receive support 
from educators they already know 
and trust, in familiar settings. It’s a 
big jump from being a high school 
learner to a post-secondary leaner, 
said Wiseman. But starting the 
transition in a familiar and safe 
setting is contributing to a big 
student success rate. 

Rural and remote students can 
often face social, geographic, and 
economic barriers, said Wiseman. 
Having access to post-secondary 
education online, at no cost and with 
support, has been huge for reducing 
generational marginalization and 
giving students a head start. 

“Because we’re [a small 
district], it gives us a little more 
power. We’re able to individualize 
planning for each student, where 
large districts have to create 
programs,” said Wiseman. 

For example, two students are 

planning to become RNs, but were 
worried about low test scores. 
Through the program, they can take 
a prerequisite during high school to 
bolster their applications. As a Plan 
B, they applied to the LPN program 
at OC which can ladder into the 
program at the UBCO. 

Two others are apprenticing 
in the community as auto body 
techs to prepare for post-secondary 
programs – and getting high school 
credit for it. 

A grade 11 student is taking 
a course to become an Early 
Childhood Educator Assistant, 
and also volunteering at the Nakusp 
Early Learning Childcare Centre. 
In grade 12, she will take the 
first year of the Early Childhood 
Educator diploma, so she’ll be one 
step closer to employment post-
graduation. 

Two more students are taking 

the Health Care Assistant program, 
and will complete their practicums 
in August while volunteering at 
Halcyon House.

Five graduates from YTT are 
working in the community.

Wiseman loves to see the 
creativity that can come out in 
career planning when students are 
given these opportunities. One 
student’s goal is to be a lifestyle, 
exercise, and nutrition coach. She’s 
taking an intro to business course 
at Selkirk, and will take a nutrition 
course at TRU next year. 

“I feel like [the program] 
gives people the potential to have 
financial stability in their futures, 
and a strong sense of purpose, so 
that they can have healthy lives,” 
said Wiseman.
Next year’s budget

Development of the annual 
budget for the 2026-2027 school 

year is getting underway. 
A survey will be released 

on March 13 for parents and 
caregivers, staff, and students 
to provide input. It will close on 
April 17. 

Various roundtable meetings 
are coming up for PACs, parents, 
educational leaders, trustees, 
and district staff: March 31 at 
Edgewood Elementary from 1:30 
to 2:30 pm; Burton Elementary 
from 3:15 to 4:15 pm; and Nakusp 
Elementary from 6 to 7:30 pm 
(discussion inclusive of Nakusp 
Secondary); and April 1 at Lucerne 
School from 6 to 7:30 pm. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village of Nakusp is 
creating a Recreation Master 
Plan with the goal of accessible 
and welcoming recreational 
opportunities for all – regardless 
of age or ability. 

The plan is focusing on how to 
improve and promote recreation in 
the Village, giving special attention 
to the sports complex, the park, and 
the hot springs. The end product 
will be a strategic document 
to guide future development, 
programming, and investments.

The plan will provide a 
snapshot of the current state of 
recreation in the Village, along 
with a budget showing where 
and how funds could be allocated 
– to capital projects addressing 
aging infrastructure, and to new 
opportunities. 

To ground the plan in the 
community’s priorities and needs, 
the Village and its project partner, 
Quantum Recreation, hosted an 
open house on February 25 at 
the Seniors Hall. Residents were 
invited to share their ideas on 
facility satisfaction, access and 
barriers, participation, and future 
needs. 

Some ideas from community 
members included: an aquatic 
centre, water park, and swimming 
lessons; a seniors baseball league, 
floor hockey, and dance and fitness 
classes; more picnic tables and a 
disc golf course at the park; stand-
up paddleboard lessons; wheelchair 
access to the ice at the curling rink; 

Recreation master plan in the 
works for Nakusp

adapted recreation opportunities 
for those with differing abilities; 
groups hikes, biking programs, 
and mushroom and plant ID walks; 
a lounge and better rental rates 
at the arena – among many other 
suggestions. 

Quantum Recreation will 
return to the Village in April for 
more public engagement. In the 
meantime, find more info at nakusp.
com/community-initiatives-
projects/recreation-master-plan, 
call the Village at 250-265-3689, 
or email info@nakusp.com. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area 
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone 
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, 
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
REOPENS Feb 5. Thursdays thru Sundays, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly 
dining and casual pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our 
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing 
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717. 
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
There’s still a month to finish the five Canada Reads 2026 contenders before 
the great debate begins on April 13! We currently have all five books in stock • 
While the fashion industry thrives on fleeting trends, BC’s own ANIÁN offers a 
timeless alternative. Their durable, versatile pieces – made of recycled wool or 
cotton – are designed to last, reducing the need for constant replacements. By 
choosing quality over quantity, you help cut down on textile waste and support a 
more sustainable future • If you love wool, we also carry quality wool blankets, 
socks and accessories • Our Hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 
pm • Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • 

Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •
•Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING 
CENTRE.  Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus 
tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and 
much more.  100% locally owned and operated.  Quality products, competitive prices, 
weekly ordering, affordable deliveries,  friendly and knowledgeable staff.  250-358-2293.  
Silverton Camp Café
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and 
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and 
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com 
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand 
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have 
something for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range 
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural 
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli 
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, 
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted
A $1.65 million investment 

through PacifiCan’s Regional 
Innovation Ecosystems program is 
driving a major expansion of Selkirk 
College’s Selkirk Technology Access 
Centre (STAC) in Trail. On Monday, 
March 2, The Honourable Gregor 
Robertson, Minister of Housing 
and Infrastructure and Minister 
responsible for Pacific Economic 
Development Canada (PacifiCan), 
toured STAC and announced this 
federal investment.

Matched by an additional $1.65 
million from D-Pace, TRIUMF, 
Mitacs,  the Columbia Basin 
Trust and other regional industry 
leaders, the combined $3.3 million 
investment will establish a globally 
connected epicentre for technological 
innovation and economic growth in 
the West Kootenay and Boundary 
regions.

“This tremendous investment in 
the Selkirk Technology Access Centre 

Funding for the Selkirk Technology Access Centre was announced March 2. Shawn Curran, Chris Kent, Justin Johnson, Jason Taylor, Terri 
MacDonald, Mason Morisette, Jonathan Doyle, Kailey Allan, Seth Whitehead, Maggie Matear, the Honourable Minister Gregor Robertson, Jacob 

Cramton, Robert Bleier, Taya Whitehead, Erin Champion, Morgan Dehnel.

$3.3 Million Investment Drives Expansion of Selkirk College’s Selkirk Technology Access Centre
reflects our commitment to applied 
learning, innovation and regional 
growth. With support from PacifiCan 
and our partners, we’re pushing 
forward on ion source research, 
expanding advanced manufacturing 
and exploring AI applications,” says 
Selkirk College President Maggie 
Matear. This is going to strengthen 
local industry and help make the 
West Kootenays a vibrant hub for 
high-tech innovation.”

The investments will expand 
STAC’s advanced manufacturing 
services while strengthening the 
emerging Selkirk Ion-source 
Research Centre (SIRC) by building 
new capacity in particle accelerator 
and ion source research – the same 
technology used in hospitals to detect 
cancer and other serious illnesses.

Through cutting-edge equipment, 
expert mentorship and advanced 
manufacturing capabilities, STAC 
will help strengthen local supply 
chains, drive innovation and support 

local businesses to compete globally. 
It will give students the opportunity to 

gain hands-on experience in the high-
demand field of particle acceleration, 

opening pathways to careers in 
science, engineering and innovation.
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NEW: CANADA 
GROCERIES & 
ESSENTIALS 
BENEFIT.
The GST/HST Credit has been expanded 
and renamed the Canada Groceries and 
Essentials Benefit. Eligible individuals could 
receive up to $950, or up to $1,890 for 
families, to help offset rising day-to-day 
costs. To qualify, you must file your taxes.

 

Visit us today:
250-265-4051
316 Broadway Street

LIT TLECAMPSLOCAN.CA

Middle  o f  nowhere,  center  o f  every th
in

g .

OPENING JULY 1ST, 2026
Off-grid camping in the Little Slocan Valley.

submitted
Manhattan Arts International 

founder and curator, Renee Phillips, 
recently named Winlaw-based 
Frantisek Strouhal as one of six 
recipients of a Special Recognition 
Art Award. Selected from The 
Healing Power of Colour 2026 online 
exhibition’s 66 works, his painting, 
‘Encounter with the Unknown,’ was 
recognized for Strouhal’s “powerful 
expression, and luminous use of 
colour.”

Local artist Frantisek Strouhal honoured with international art award
“In  add i t ion  to  c rea t ing 

extraordinary works of art,” Phillips 
continued, “these artists practice the 
art of compassion and generosity. 
Their acts of kindness improve the 
lives of others and make the world a 
better place for us all.”

“Colour has long been my quiet 
guide,” Strouhal explains. “I listen 
to how it moves through emotion, 
memory, and breath. In my work, 
colour becomes medicine – warming 
the spirit, calming the mind, opening 

inner landscapes. Warm tones pulse 
with life and longing; cool hues 
whisper stillness and peace. Through 
this dialogue of light and shade, my 
art offers a gentle space for healing, 
reflection, and renewal. It emerges 
from lived experience, shaped by 
vulnerability, curiosity, and the hope 
for mutual connection.”

Alongside his artistic practice, 
Frantisek donates his time and work 
to community-based initiatives. He is 
currently organizing free community 
concerts and interdisciplinary art 
events that bring music and visual 
art into public, accessible spaces – 
particularly for those with limited 
access to live art experiences. 
Through the Slocan Valley-based 
non-profit, Global Symphony for a 
United World (www.gsuw.org), he is 
expanding these efforts by helping 
bring art therapists into schools and 
senior homes, and by supporting 
charitable fundraisers through art 
donations and musical performances. 

Looking ahead to 2026, Frantisek 
and his wife, Chantal, are completing 
their third book, The Burning Edge of 
History, focused on contemplation, 
transformation, and liberation to 
support individuals navigating life’s 
challenges. 

An excerpt from the forthcoming 
book: “Contemplation is the key 
for prayer, art, and ethics, leading 
to a renewed humanity free from 
self-centred habits. It offers a way 

to live truthfully and lovingly in a 
world driven by financial systems, 
advertising, and chaotic emotions. 
Learning contemplative practices is 
revolutionary, providing the key to 
seeing the world with freedom and 
clarity.”

The exhibition can be viewed until 
March 25, 2026 at: www.healing-
power-of-art.org/the-healing-power-
of-color-2026-exhibition/

Manhattan Arts International is 
a gallery and advocacy organization 
founded in 1983, to promote, curate, 
and exhibit the work of accomplished 
artists worldwide. MAI promotes 
artistic excellence, often focusing on 
themes such as healing and positive 
change. 

For more information please 
contact: Randy Morse, (250) 353-
3275 authormorse@gmail.com

Franisek Strouhal’s Encounter with the Unknown was recently recognized for its powerful 
expression and luminous usse of colour.



12    The Valley Voice  March 12, 2026COMMUNITY

submitted by Rosemary Phillips
While the world is in chaos 

and food prices are on the rise, it is 
apparent that growing food locally is 
becoming essential.

On Saturday, February 28, the 
Burton Community Hall was abuzz 
as people from near and far came 
to a Seed Swap & Garden Talk. The 
event was organized by the Bee 
Happy Community Garden group, 
under the umbrella of the Burton 
Community Association (BCA), and 
was supported by the Columbia Basin 
Trust and Save On Foods.

Tables were laid out with packets 
of seeds and displays of organic 
produce. Fresh spinach and sprouts 
came from Bold Root Farmstead 
of Arrow Park, while Pauline 
McMechan brought along Spicer 
Farm beets, squash and pumpkins. 
There was information on pollinators, 
presented by Victoria Youmans of 
the Arrow Lakes Environmental 
Stewardship Society, and the Peas and 
Love Homestead had unique starter-
kits for kids and grown-ups. Heritage 
Nursery and Applegrove Farmacy 
provided gardening essentials and 
tips. And everywhere there were 
seeds.

Every community has different 
growing environments and to answer 
gardening questions specifically for 
this region, a panel session, facilitated 
by organizer Liz Gillis, featured 
Chantell Carter and Ember from 

Pauline McMechan brought along Spicer Farm beets, squash and pumpkins to the Burton Seed 
Swap on February 28.

2026 Burton Seed Swap a huge success
Heritage Nursery, Hailey Bekker from 
Peas and Love Homestead, Elyse 
Parent from Bold Roots Farmstead, 
and Daniela Brehm of Applegrove 
Farmacy.

Topics were certainly varied, 
from recommended fertilizers and 
how to keep deer out, to how to deal 
with rodents and pests. One important 
question for busy households was - 
what are the best easy-to-maintain 
plants to grow?

Participants were also able to sit 
and exchange ideas (and seeds) over 
freshly baked goods, teas and coffee. 
The concession proceeds ($350) are 
being donated to the Tumbler Ridge 
Parent Advisory Council.

Members of the Bee Happy 
Community Garden were on hand 
to help. It’s now four years since the 
old Burton riding gymkhana, near 
the campground, was repurposed. 

The garden was initiated by Arrow & 
Slocan Lakes Community Services 
(ASLCS) and the Food Security 
Program in partnership with the BCA 
to help grow food for the community, 
and to be a learning place for students 
and teachers from Burton Elementary.

Volunteer gardeners, while 
growing their own plots, have 
maintained community plots. These 
provided food for 25 households this 
past year. A weekly pop-up market 
last summer also offered fresh organic 
produce at exceedingly affordable 
prices for both local residents and 
visitors alike. All funds raised went 
towards seeds, fertilizer and necessary 
materials to keep the garden growing. 
New gardeners are always welcome as 
there is land still waiting for a shovel. 
For information about starting your 
own plot: 250-265-4348.

The next event will be a Seedling 

& Plant Sale & Swap on Sunday, May 3 at the Burton Community Hall.

by Jan McMurray
The second annual Winter Warm 

Up at Slocan Park Hall took place 
February 8 – which was a beautiful 
spring day!

“Despite the early spring weather, 
our Winter Warm Up turned out to be 
awesome,” said Angie Newman, one 
of the event organizers and member 
of the board of the Slocan Park 
Community Hall Society.

While last year’s event centred 
around skating on the outdoor ice 
rink at the hall, this year’s event 
included games, hula hooping, and 
skipping on the multi-purpose field, 
and crafts, colouring, face painting, 
PLINKO and a silent auction inside 
the hall.

The hall kitchen was also 
hopping with sales of homemade 
chili, home-baked goods, coffee, 
tea and hot chocolate, Newman said.

“We were hoping for a change in 
the weather, but we changed direction 
and organized other activities for 
both indoors and outdoors,” said 
Stephanie Conner, who has been 
on the board of the society for three 
years.

The annual event is a fundraiser 
for the hall, and this year’s proceeds 
were split between the hall and the 

The kids had a great time at this year’s Winter Warm Up event in Slocan Park, even with the absence of winter weather.

Slocan Park Winter Warm Up a success despite the mild weather
ice rink.

The funds raised at the event will 
assist with the costs of operating the 
hall, such as insurance, cleaning, 
water, heat and repairs. Newman 
reports that the plumbing in the 
washrooms needs replacing, and fans 

need to be installed.
Conner said board member 

Carolyn Sharpe has recently taken 
the lead on the operation of the 
ice rink, and set up a GoFundMe 
campaign to raise money to cover 
the insurance bill for the rink. Conner 

also recognized Louise Metcalfe and 
Blair Jewell, community members 
who have set up and taken down the 
ice rink in past years.

The society board wanted to 
thank all of the attendees, volunteers, 
donors and supporters of the event.
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more than a 
grocery store

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love 
by Supporting Your Health and Well-being  

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments 
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC 

Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC  
To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call 

www.karinagregory.ca

by JD Mah
Eight Nakusp and New Denver 

girls travelled to the BC High School 
Ski and Snowboard Provincial 
Championships at Hudson Bay 
Mountain, Smithers March 2-4.

The three snowboarders did 
outstanding runs down the Hudson 
Bay Mountain course, producing 
the local team’s best results. In the 

The Nakusp and New Denver Ski and Snowboard team at the provincials in Smithers: Aubrey Humphreys, Della Berney, Rowan Vibe-Coleman, Isla 
Humphreys, Emily Hembling, Vanessa Sing, Solana Penner, Ali Hembling.

Nakusp and New Denver students participate in ski and snowboard championships
giant slalom, Solana Penner came 
6th, Della Berney 38th and Rowan 
Vibe-Coleman 16th. Melia Page 
of Correlieu Secondary of Quesnel 
captured the gold.

The snowboarders were even 
better in the banked slalom with Solana 
5th, Della tied for 8th and Rowan 
11th. Lola Wilson of Lakes District 
captured gold.

For the ski team in the giant 
slalom, Emily Hembling topped the 
Nakusp contingent with a 25th place 
finish, Vanesa Sing tied for 21st, Ali 
Hembling 35th, Audrey Humphreys 
36th, Isla Humphreys 52nd. Sarah 
Keogh of York House, Vancouver 
was first. 

In the ski banked slalom, Emily 
came in 23rd, Ali 30th, Aubrey 35th, 

Vanesa 36th, Isla 54th. Petra Peter of 
Quesnel was the winner.

The Nakusp and New Denver girls 
earned their berth at the provincials 
when they brought home a gold, two 
silvers and a bronze from the Kootenay 
Zone championships in Fernie at the 
end of January.

The provincial championships had 
to be moved from Mount Washington 
on Vancouver Island up to Smithers 

due to lack of snow at the island 
location. Of course, Mount Washington 
had over 100 centimetres of snow on 
the day the event was to begin.

The BC School Sports website has 
a note thanking the Smithers Ski and 
Snowboard Club. “Stepping in just a 
few weeks ago was no small task, yet 
the entire volunteer team delivered an 
event that exceeded all expectations,” 
the site says.

A group of vinyl lovers and regular customers of Big Dog Music, organized by Ray Schuff and 
Art Joyce, got together the afternoon of February 21 to give owner Rod Neufeld a warm send-off. 

After seven years of business in New Denver, Neufeld is closing his shop on February 28 and 
moving to a new home in McBride, BC. Joyce put his design skills to work to produce a limited 
edition rare record of Big Dog Rod as an underground music teen star that was presented to 

Neufeld and several friends to mark the occasion.



14    The Valley Voice  March 12, 2026COMMUNITY

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

JOE J. SURINA
Joe passed away on November 

14, 2025 at the age of 88 years with 
his wife Dolores by his side. He was 
born in Nakusp, BC on January 26, 
1937. Joe has resided in Nakusp all 
his life.

He leaves behind his loving 
wife Dolores of 65 years, two 
sons, Leonard (Karen) living in 
Cherryville, BC and Harvey living in 

Kamloops, BC, his three grandchildren, Crystal, Amy, Clinton, two great-
grandchildren, Jaeyden and Freya Jane, and niece Serena Jones in Calgary, 
Alberta and cousins Brendan Bendis and Owen Bendis in Kaslo, BC and 
other cousins in Nelson, Burnaby, Hope, Sicamous and Salmon Arm, BC.

Joe did all his schooling in Nakusp, graduating in 1955 and worked 
all his life in the logging industry and being a heavy-duty mechanic. He 
was an active member with the Kinsmen Club from 1957 to 1964.

He will be long remembered by his family and friends. Joe has gone 
to join his parents, John and Mary Surina, and his sister, Louise Jones.

There will be a celebration of his life on Saturday, May 30, 2026 in 
the Nakusp Legion Hall from 1:00 to 6:00 pm.

Special thanks to the nurses and care aides at Minto House and the 
New Denver Pavilion for their wonderful care. Thanks to the Nakusp 
Hospice Society for their care and help. The family wishes to sincerely 
thank everyone for their love, support and prayers.

-The Surina families

submitted
The Ten Thieves Artist Collective 

presents its inaugural exhibition and 
symposium, LOOT: Orienting to 
Matter, on view at the Langham 
Cultural Centre from March 7 to 
May 8. The project brings together 
nine Kootenay and Okanagan artists 
in a collaborative exploration of 
matter, materiality, and feminist 
post-human thought through visual 
art, panel discussions, and hands-on 
workshops. All LOOT events are free 
by donation.

A three-day, artist-led symposium 
runs March 13-15, opening Friday 
evening with a keynote presentation 
by Astrida Neimanis at the Nelson 

Astrida Neimanis will be in Nelson and Kaslo for the LOOT symposium.

Art exhibit and symposium in Kaslo and Nelson explore relationship to matter from feminist perspective
Museum, Archives and Gallery. 

On March 14, Neimanis and 
Carol Wallace, Nelson artist/former 
geologist, will co-lead a lakeshore 
walk in Kaslo, entitled, ‘Where 
Are We Really,’ during which 
participants can learn more about 
Kootenay Lake’s geologic past and 
possible environmental future. The 
walk will begin from the Langham.

Neimanis will also be part of a 
LOOT panel discussion “Symbiosis: 
Artist/Scientist Dialogue Across 
Sectors” on March 15 at 10 am 
at the Langham in Kaslo. The 
other panelists are Wallace and 
Nelson vegetation ecologist Iraleigh 
Anderson.

The Ten Thieves Artist Collective 
includes Susan Andrews Grace, Jim 
Holyoak, Eimear Laffan, Hildur 
Jónasson, Genevieve Robertson, 
Maggie Shirley, Marnie Temple, 
Deborah Thompson, and Carol 
Wallace. 

G u e s t  c u r a t o r  D e b o r a h 

Thompson describes the exhibition 
as an invitation to reconsider our 
relationship with the material world. 
Through diverse artistic practices, 
the exhibition challenges the notion 
of matter as passive or extractable, 
and instead presents it as an active 
participant in life’s generative 

processes. The exhibition asks: How 
might artistic practices lead a shift in 
how we understand matter? How can 
art move beyond narratives of matter 
as inert and endlessly available? 

Registration information and a 
detailed agenda for the symposium 
are at https://thelangham.ca

submitted
Award-winning Krestova-based 

writer Leesa Dean will celebrate the 
release of her third book, Interstitial, 
with two public events in the region 
this spring.

The initial launch will take place 
Saturday, March 29 at 7 pm at the 
Nelson United Church, followed by 
a reading and discussion on Friday, 
April 17 at 1 pm at the Nakusp 
Public Library. Both events are free 
and open to the public.

Published by Gaspereau Press, 
Interstitial is a poetry collection that 
centres around the idea of liminal 
spaces and identity. The book was 
written during the years between 

Leesa Dean will launch her new book of poetry in Nelson and in Nakusp.

Krestova author Leesa Dean launches new book Interstitial
the deaths of the author’s parents 
and the poems reflect on family 
secrets, ancestry, identity, and the 
shifting emotional landscape of loss 
and recovery from trauma. Through 
prose poems, lyric poetry, and 
experimental forms, the collection 
examines how lives change and 
meaning emerges in moments of 
crisis.

Dean is the author of the short 
story collection Waiting for the 
Cyclone, which was nominated for 
the Trillium Book Award and the 
ReLit Awards. She is also the author 
of the novella-in-verse The Filling 
Station. Her work spans poetry, 
fiction, and hybrid forms, and often 

explores relationships, place, and the 
complexities of family and memory.

In addition to her writing, Dean 
is an editor and creative writing 
instructor at Selkirk College who 
works extensively with emerging 
writers throughout the Kootenay 
region.

Gaspereau Press, based in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, is widely 
recognized for its finely crafted 
books and commitment to Canadian 
literary publishing.

Community members are invited 
to attend the upcoming readings, 
where Dean will share selections 
from Interstitial and discuss the 
ideas behind the book.
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Village of New Denver 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

The Village of New Denver is currently accepting 
applications for several seasonal positions: 
 
Summer Student Employment – Public Works   
Summer Student – Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
Campground Attendant – Centennial Park 
 
View job details online or contact the Village Office. 
 

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca 

by Cassandra Morrison 
The 2026 draft financial plan 

for the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) was presented 
to residents of the Village of Kaslo 
and Electoral Area D by RDCK 
Chief Financial Officer Yev Malloff 
at a public meeting in Kaslo council 
chambers on February 23.

The estimated average RDCK 
tax increase for Kaslo residents is 
about 8%, and about 4% for Area D 
residents. RDCK-wide, the average 
tax increase is about 5% in the draft 
plan. 

Of the total RDCK tax requisition 
of $48.3 million in the 2026 draft 
budget, Kaslo and Area D residents 
are to pay $2,285,336, up from 
$2,148,535 in 2025. That includes 
an increase for Kaslo from $715,212 
to $778,532, and for Area D from 
$1,433,323 to $1,506,804. The 
residential tax rate per $1,000 of 
assessed value is proposed to move 
from $1.90 to $2.07 in Kaslo, and 
from $1.37 to $1.42 in Area D.

Malloff stressed that the figures 
presented in Kaslo are still in draft 
form. 

“This is a draft budget, so it’s 
not written in stone yet,” he told the 
meeting, adding that the schedule 
of open houses and public sessions 
across the district can still influence 
and adjust the numbers. The financial 
plan is expected to come to the 
RDCK board for adoption on March 
19, and residents can continue to 
provide feedback to their director or 
other RDCK staff until then.

Maloff explained that the RDCK 
provides over 180 services, and each 
one stands on its own. Kaslo and 
Area D residents together contribute 
to 12 regional services, while Area D 
residents also pay into several rural-
only services as well as defined-area 
services.

The 12 regional services include: 
General Administration, the GIS 
Service (Geographic Information 
Systems), Building Inspection, 
Community Sustainability, Economic 
Development for Kaslo and Area 
D, the Jaws of Life, Emergency 
Communications 911, Emergency 
Planning, Central Subregion Refuse 
Disposal, the Kaslo and District 
Library Service, Community 
Facilities/Recreation and Parks, and 
Kootenay West Transit. 

The rural-only services that Area 
D residents contribute to include 
Rural Administration, Planning 
and Land Use, Feasibility Studies, 
Advisory Planning, Discretionary 
Grants, and the Local Conservation 
Service. Some of the defined-area 
services in Area D are mosquito 

control, water systems, and fire 
protection. 

Some of the sharpest increases 
in the draft plan are not tied so much 
to bigger spending but to the end 
of earlier tax breaks. For example, 
the economic development service 
for Kaslo and Area D is estimated 
to cost Kaslo and Area D taxpayers 
$11,362 in 2026 compared to $4,050 
in 2025. Watson said this is largely 
because the service has been running 
on accumulated surplus. 

“It’s not that the actual expenses 
increased,” she explained. “It’s that 
we don’t have the same amount of 
prior year surplus to apply to it.” 

The same pattern has shown 
up in transit. During the pandemic 
years, the service relied on reserves 
and one-time surpluses to keep taxes 
artificially low. Those cushions 
have now largely been exhausted. 
The Kootenay West Transit service 
for Kaslo and Area D is slated to 
increase from a combined requisition 
of $85,236 last year to $118,758 
this year, a jump of about 39%. This 
translates to a tax rate increase from 
about 0.08 to about 0.11 per $1,000.

General Administration, which 
covers corporate overhead and 
RDCK-wide initiatives, is proposed 
to increase from a combined $98,808 
in 2025 to $118,638 in 2026 for 
Kaslo and Area D, with the tax rate 
moving from 0.09 to 0.11 per $1,000. 
Malloff said much of the increase is 
tied to a mandatory migration to a 
cloud-based version of the RDCK’s 
accounting software because the 
older system is no longer supported. 

The GIS service, which maintains 
mapping and spatial data for the area, 
would rise from a combined $18,286 
to $22,593, with the rate going 
from 0.017 to 0.020 per $1,000. 
This includes funding for a $40,000 
mapping software upgrade and work 
to prepare for ‘Next Generation 911’ 
requirements. 

At  the  same t ime,  some 
administrative costs are decreasing. 
Rural Administration, which Area 
D residents pay into, is proposed 
to drop from $100,403 to $77,346, 
as regional fire overhead costs 
were moved into a separate fire 
administration service. Building 
Inspection is also down for both 
jurisdictions, with the combined 
requisition falling from $82,894 to 
$68,211. 

Fire protection remains one of 
the largest services for Kaslo and 
Area D. The Kaslo Fire Protection 
service is projected to increase from 
a combined $503,393 in 2025 to 
$559,291 in 2026. For both Kaslo 
and the portion of Area D served by 

the Kaslo department, the tax rate 
would rise from 0.69 to 0.76 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. 

The higher cost reflects a 
workload that has grown faster than 
the region’s population. 

“Kaslo had the highest call 
volume last year out of the entire 
regional district,” Mayor Hewat 
stated during the meeting. 

Watson added, “We actually 
finally have a full roster, which is 
incredible. We worked really hard 
to get there.” 

The draft budget maintains 
that level of staffing and includes 
wage adjustments to match regional 
standards, including administration 
and training costs. 

The Community Facilities, 
Recreation and Parks service (S221) 
for Kaslo and Area D is proposed to 
rise from a combined $282, 077 to 
$311,469, with the tax rate going 
from 0.26 to 0.28 per $1,000. This 
covers seven community halls and 
five parks. 

Mosquito control remains a 
noticeable line item for many Area 
D residents. The Meadow Creek area 
service is budgeted to rise modestly 
from $73,563 to $75,000, while the 
Pineridge service is increasing from 
$13,715 to $15,550.

Refuse Disposal - Central 
Subregion, which covers garbage 
disposal, recycling depots and the 
operation of the Salmo Central 
landfill, is proposed to increase from 
a combined $429,365 to $450,262 
for Kaslo and Area D, with the tax 
rate moving from 0.39 to 0.41 per 
$1,000. 

Malloff and staff noted that rising 
costs in this service are largely driven 

by engineering and construction 
requirements for closing landfill 
‘cells’ in a way that prevents rainwater 
from leaching contaminants into 
groundwater, along with compliance 
with provincial environmental 
regulations. 

Area  D’s  Med ica l  F i r s t 
Responder service (S299), now 
in its second year, is one of the 
few services showing a substantial 
decrease in the draft budget. Its 
requisition is proposed to drop from 

$59,672 in 2025 to $42,240 in 2026, 
with the tax rate moving from 0.18 
to 0.12 per $1,000 as start-up costs 
settle out. 

Kaslo & Area D RDCK 2026 draft budget presented

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

MEET RUBY!
She’s a 2 year old dogo Argenti-
no who is looking for her forever 
home.  A big girl with lots of 
love to give, she will make a 
very sweet companion. Leave a 
voicemail for PALS at 250 265-
3792 to arrange to meet her.
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Celebrating 
progress in 
women’s 
health this 
International 
Women’s 
Day
by Brittny Anderson, MLA 
for Kootenay Central and 
Minister of State for Local 
Governments and Rural 
Communities

On March 8, people 
around the world celebrated 
International Women’s Day. 
We took time to recognize 
the achievements of women 
and reflect on the progress 
we are making toward a more 
equitable future. Here in 
British Columbia, we have so 
much to celebrate, especially 
when it comes to advancing 
women’s healthcare.

For generations, many 

aspects of women’s health 
were overlooked or under-
discussed. But we know that 
when women have access 
to the care and support that 
they need, families and 
communities thrive. That 
is why our government 
has taken important steps 
in recent years to remove 
barriers and improve access 
to women’s healthcare.

You cannot talk about 
women’s health without 
talking about reproductive 
health. When I was a Nelson 
City Councillor, one of my 
first acts was to fight against 
an Anti-Choice banner 
hanging across Baker Street. 
I’m thrilled to be a part of a 
government that has made 
strides supporting women’s 
reproductive freedom.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
significant changes has been 
BC’s universal coverage of 
prescription birth control. 
This policy removes a major 
financial barrier and allows 

people to make decisions 
about their reproductive 
health without worrying about 
cost. Access to contraception 
supports people in planning 
their futures, continuing their 
education, and pursuing career 
opportunities. Additionally, in 
BC we believe that the choice 
of what women do with their 
bodies is theirs alone, and 
that’s why we also offer free 
access to abortion services, 
such as safe, medical abortion 
pills, for people with MSP 
coverage free of charge.

Many people across BC 
also face barriers when it 
comes to starting a family. 
It was a huge cause for 
celebration when our Province 
announced one free round of 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) for 
people who are struggling to 
become pregnant.

Our Province has also 
taken steps to improve access 
to cervical cancer screening. 
British Columbia is the first 
province in Canada to launch 

a provincewide cervical self-
screening program, allowing 
people to order a screening 
kit and complete the test 
at home. I’ve heard from 
people across the Kootenays, 
and the province, on how 
simple, easy, and effective 
this is, and it especially helps 
rural women who otherwise 
may have to travel to a 
neighbouring community to 
receive a pap test.

Many women experience 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s 
dur ing  per imenopause 
and menopause, stages 
of life that can bring a 
wide range of symptoms 
affecting sleep, mental 

health, and overall well-
being. British Columbians 
now have free access to 
menopausal hormone therapy 
(MHT), helping women 
navigating menopause and 
perimenopause manage 
symptoms. By improving 
access to treatment and 
raising awareness, we are 
helping ensure that women 
can continue to live healthy, 
active lives at every stage.

International Women’s 
Day is also a chance to 
recognize the incredible 
women who help make 
our communities stronger 
every day. Here in the 
Kootenays, I see leadership 

everywhere, and I want 
to thank local community 
organizers ,  heal thcare 
workers, educators, business 
owners, mothers, caregivers, 
volunteers and all the women 
who impact our community. 
Their dedication reminds 
us that progress doesn’t 
happen on its own. It happens 
because people advocate for 
change, support one another, 
and work together to build 
better communities. While 
there is always more work to 
do, International Women’s 
Day is a chance to celebrate 
how far we’ve come and 
commit ourselves to continue 
that progress, together.

submitted
R C M P P o l i c e  D o g 

Services and the Police Dog 
Service Training Centre 
(PDSTC) in Innisfail, Alberta 
are looking for help from 
children across the country 
to name 13 puppies who will 
potentially become Police 
Service Dogs. The contest 
closes March 26.

“ We ’ r e  h o p i n g  f o r 
children to suggest original 
and creative names that these 
dogs can wear with pride 
during their career serving 
Canadian communities,” says 
Cst. Ross Findlay from Lower 
Mainland District Integrated 
Police Dog Service (LMD 
IPDS). “This year we’re 
looking for names that start 
with the letter ‘B’.”

Here are the contest rules: 
Names must begin with the 
letter ‘B.’ Names must have 
no more than nine letters. 
Names must be one or two 
syllables. Contestants must 
live in Canada. Contestants 
must be 4 to 14 years old. 
Only one entry per child will 
be eligible. Entries must be 
received by March 26, 2026.

The chi ldren whose 
puppy names are selected 
will each receive a laminated 
photo of the pup they name, 
a plush dog named Justice 
and an RCMP water bottle. 
Although there can only be 
13 winners, children may still 
end up naming a police dog, as 
submitted names will still be 
considered for other puppies 
born this year. In 2025, Elisa 
from the Lower Mainland 

Sgt. Vanessa Nunn with potential police service dogs.

RCMP’s ‘Name the Puppy 
Contest’ is open for submissions 

won the contest with her 
suggested name, ‘Anchor.’

On March 4, BC RCMP 
Headquarters hosted a few 
new faces to the police dog 
training program. PSD Lucy, 
Cpl. Michael Jordan, PSD 
Kanto and Cst. Ross Findlay 
from LMD IPDS welcomed a 
few young pups to the region 
and spoke about the different 
types of training handlers, 
quarries and imprinters work 
on with their dogs. 

“From the t ime our 

puppies are eight weeks old 
and throughout their entire 
careers, training remains 
one of the most important 
parts of this job,” says Cst. 
Ross Findlay. “We rely on 
positive reinforcement; we 
want our dogs to enjoy what 
they’re doing at every stage 
of their development. As they 
grow, the time, distance, and 
complexity of their training 
and exercises increases, but 
it’s always designed to be 
engaging and fun for them.”
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by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

On March 4, representatives 
from the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay presented the 2026-2030 
draft financial plan to Slocan and Area 
H South residents. 

RDCK Chief Financial Officer 
Yev Malloff led the presentation, with 
Area H Director Walter Popoff and 
Village of Slocan Mayor and Director 
Jessica Lunn available for questions.

The financial plan is still in draft 
form, with Malloff’s presentation 
based on the February 26 draft. Staff, 
committee, commission, director, and 
board-level reviews, along with input 
from residents during public meetings, 
will all have an impact before final 
adoption during the regular board 
meeting on March 19.

Based on the February 26 draft, 
the RDCK estimates an average 5.1% 
tax increase, which would bring in 
$48.2 million in total requisitions for 
2026 – $1.6 million lower than what 
was forecasted in last year’s financial 
plan. 

Area H South residents can 
anticipate paying almost 8% more in 
RDCK taxes this year, with Slocan 
residents looking at 0.3% more.

Malloff discussed some of 
the services with notable taxation 
changes.

General Administration taxation 
will increase by 22%. There is 
$263,000 less surplus being carried 
forward, meaning it’s not available to 
reduce taxation. The annual fees for 
accounting software are increasing 
by $70,000 as the vendor no longer 
supports the old software and the 
RDCK must now use the ‘cloud’ 
version. A one-time $60,000 fee will 
pay for migration to the ‘cloud.’

Geospatial Information Systems 
(GIS) will increase by 25%. $40,000 
is needed for ESRI GIS system 
upgrades, and $30,000 for Real Time 
Kinematics (RTK) GPS replacement.

Taxation for the Building 
Inspection service is decreasing by 
16%, thanks to stronger than expected 
permit revenue. Review and drafting 
of a modernized building bylaw is 
planned for this year. Two vehicles 
are set to be replaced, to be funded 
from reserves.

Slocan and Area H South residents 
pay into the West Resource Recovery, 
one of three resource recovery services 
in the RDCK. Taxation is set to rise by 
8%, and tipping fees by 6.4%. 

Some projects are in the works 
for the area’s Parks. Crescent Valley 
Beach will be getting an accessible 
trail down to the main park and beach 
area. Development of phase one 
of the Campbell Field project will 
get underway this year. The RDCK 

Slocan and Area H South residents presented with draft RDCK budget
will repair the foundation of the Old 
South Slocan Schoolhouse to build a 
pavilion, and will support community 
planning and fundraising for the new 
park. Krestova Regional Park will 
be getting entry and park boundary 
signage, gates, and bollards. 

Transit will see some changes. 
Taxation for the North Shore Slocan 
Valley route will increase by about 
50% for Area H South residents, and 
decrease by 28% for Slocan. This 
is due to BC Transit cost increases 
and recent reapportionment meant to 
increase tax equity, based on access 
to the service. The Kootenay Lake 
West service will see a 41% average 
increase in taxation for the same 
reasons.

RDCK tax bills: the 
numbers

Here’s how the increases affect 
Slocan and Area H South residents, 
according to the February 26 draft.
Village of Slocan

Slocan villagers are provided with 
10 RDCK services, and are currently 
looking at a bill of $173 per $100,000 
of property value ($175 last year). A 
property assessed at $500,000 would 
have a bill of $865 ($173 multiplied 
by 5).

The following taxation amounts 
are per $100,000. Slocan Valley Fire: 
$109.82; Transit (North Shore and 
Slocan Valley): $22.89; Resource 
Recovery: $12.62; Emergency 
Planning: $6.94; Transit (Kootenay 

Lake West) :  $6 .22;  Bui ld ing 
Inspection: $6.19; Emergency 
Communications 911: $4.49; GIS: 
$2.05; Discretionary Grants: $0.87; 
and Economic Development: $0.52.
Area H South

Residents will pay $251 per 
$100,000 of home value, up from 
$235 last year. A property assessed at 
$500,000 would have a bill of $1,255 
($251 multiplied by 5).

The bill goes towards 18 services: 
Transit (North Shore and Slocan Valley): 
$37.06; Rec Commission: $16.52; 
Parks: $12.58; Rural Administration: 
$11.36; Slocan Valley Fire: $10.82; 
General Administration: $10.28; 
Resource Recovery: $9.95; Planning 
and Land Use: $8.49; Emergency 

Planning: $6.94; Building Inspection: 
$6.19; Emergency Communications 
911: $4.49; Transit (Kootenay Lake 
West): $4.17; TV Society: $2.22; GIS: 
$2.05; Community Sustainability: 
$1.97; Discretionary Grants: $0.57; 
Economic Development: $$0.52; and 
Street Lighting (Mt. Sentinel): $0.48.

South Slocan water utility user 
fees will be increasing by 5%. Three 
projects are on the docket for the 
system: engineering assessment of the 
dam ($10,000 from the Community 
Development Fund); replacement of 
booster pump and sand filter media 
($30,000 from Community Works 
Fund); and potentially replacing 
a section of line ($60,000 from 
Community Works Fund). 

by Jan McMurray
School District 8 Kootenay Lake 

has 45 international students this 
year, mostly from Germany with 
smaller numbers from Japan and 
China.

District Principal Kent Tamblyn 
made a presentation to the SD 8 board 
of education about the international 
program at the board’s February 
meeting.

“The families appreciate SD 8 for 
our small, welcoming communities 
and the access to outdoor learning 
opportunities,” Tamblyn said.

International students attend 
regular classes and stay with local 

International education program discussed at SD 8 board meeting
families – there are 40 families signed 
up to house the students. Students also 
go on monthly outings, such as skiing, 
canoeing and cultural activities, 
which provide opportunities for 
cross-school friendships.

The program is financially 
sustainable, Tamblyn reported, with 
a net income of $129,649 last year. 
“The tuition revenue supports district 
programs,” he said.

The website and materials to 
support recruitment were updated 
this year, and a video to help recruit 
homestay families was produced. 

“Sustainable enrolment is 40-50 
full-time equivalents, so we’d like 

to expand our homestay capacity in 
priority communities,” he said.

LV Rogers in Nelson usually 
takes 20 international students, 
while Kootenay River Secondary in 
Creston takes six to eight and Mt. 
Sentinel takes five. There have been 
one or two students at JV Humphries 
in Kaslo and in Salmo.

“I’m happy to report that because 
of the momentum of the program, for 
the upcoming school year, almost 
all schools will have international 
students. The challenge becomes 
how to maintain the homestays,” 
said Tamblyn.

Most of the students are in grades 

10 and 11, Tamblyn said, and they 
have to have a certain level of English 
language competency to be admitted 
into the program, to be sure they 
will be successful. If students are 
struggling, they are put in contact 
with private tutors.

Tamblyn said students are 
surveyed and interviewed, and 
that information is provided to the 
recruitment agents. 

“The true testament to the success 
of the program is that the agents come 
back to us year after year and say they 
like this district because it’s safe and 
has wonderful homestays,” Tamblyn 
concluded.
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Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

50% off fall 
flowering bulbs

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

Fall Bulbs, many to choose from, 
daffodils, tulips, allium bulbs.  Regular 

packages & Jumbo bags
Certified Seed Garlic

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Amaryllis bulbs are here, great 
xmas gifts, Christmas lights, 

decorations & gifts galore.  Your 
one stop xmas shopping store!

Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Spring is around the corner.  
Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 

shovels & more

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

Time to think about 
pruning and 

spraying your fruit 
trees and shrubs.  
Pruners, loppers, 
dormant oil and 

sulphur

Wood pellets by the bag

Straw and second 
cut Alfalfa bales

W.E. Graham 
Community 
School 
Registration 
2026/2027

Supporting your Local 
Community School is a great 
way to contribute to the building 
of a healthy and sustainable 
community in Slocan.

We are now accepting 
registrations for all students in 
grades K through 10.  W. E. 
Graham endeavours to engage 
students through a wide variety 
of outdoor and experiential 
opportunities along with all the 
core academics.  Applications 
for the Valhalla Wilderness 
Program are available online at 
our school website and at the 
school.

P r i m a r y  O u t d o o r 
Program (POP) (K-3) spends 
one afternoon a week exploring 
the local environment and is 

actively involved in the use of 
the outdoor classroom area on 
the Slocan River.  You may have 
seen them out in the community 
walking, hiking or biking!  In 
the Spring, the class enrolls in 
swimming lessons in Castlegar 
and on those days before the 
swimming lessons, the class 
goes on hikes, visits library, 
SPCA, RCMP office or fire hall.

Wilderness Intermediate 
Leadership Development 
(WILD) (4-6) class regularly 
enjoys the beauty surrounding 
the school through hiking, 
biking on the rail trail, cross-
country skiing, and skating. We 
also have a focus on connection 
to nature with outdoor art and 
hands-on learning projects. 
You may find us searching for 
volcanic rocks at the beach, 
identifying different trees in 
the forest, or observing the bald 
eagles as they circle over the 
mouth of the river!

Outdoor Environmental 
Leadership Program (OELP) 

(7-8) have the opportunity in 
which to combine experiential 
activit ies,  electives,  and 
core academics to create a 
program that fosters leadership, 
resilience, self-confidence, and 
awareness of the outdoors.  The 
program offers students the 
opportunity to explore outdoor 
pursuits including xc skiing, 
canoeing, rock climbing, and 
mountain biking. We work 
to connect the academic 
curriculum to the local areas 
that we explore on our bikes, 
canoes, and skis. 

The Valhalla Wilderness 
Program (VWP)  (9-10) 
is a one of a kind junior 
wilderness program that has 
achieved an international 
reputation for excellence.  This 
program focuses on creating 
a learning experience which 
involves skiing and winter 
camping, mountain biking, 
trail maintenance, learning 
community stewardship skills, 
hiking and canoeing.  Students 

receive certificates in avalanche 
awareness as well as first aid.  
This program involves 5 to 
6 extended out trips as well 
as day trips every Friday.  In 
conjunction with the outdoor 
experience, the students are also 
in class for a regular selection of 
academic classes and integrated 
curriculum experiences.  Spaces 
in this program are limited 
and an application process is 
required in addition to a regular 
registration form.

If you are not in the W.E. 
Graham catchment area, it is 
important that you complete 
a school transfer form by 31 
March 2026.  You can find 
registration and transfers forms 
at https://www.sd8.bc.ca/
registration-transfers.  If you 
have any question regarding 
our school or the programs, 
please contact principal, Jen 
Kooznetsoff at 250-355-2212 
or jen.kooznetsoff@sd8.bc.ca, 
or check our website at weg.
sd8.bc.ca.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

On March 5, representatives 
from the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay presented the 
2026-2030 draft financial plan 
to Nakusp and Area K residents. 

RDCK Chief Financial 
Officer Yev Malloff led the 
presentation, with Area K 
Director Teresa Weatherhead 
and Village of Nakusp Director 
Aidan McLaren-Caux available 
for questions.

The financial plan is still 
in draft form, with Malloff’s 
presentation based on the 
February 26 draft. Staff, 
committee, commission, director, 
and board level reviews, as well 
as input from residents during 
public meetings, will all have 
an impact before final adoption 
during the regular board meeting 
on March 19.

Based on the February 26 
draft, the RDCK estimates an 
average 5.1% tax increase, which 
would bring in $48.2 million in 
total requisitions for 2026 – $1.6 
million lower than what was 
forecasted in last year’s financial 
plan. 

Nakusp residents can 
anticipate paying about 4.4% 
more in RDCK taxes this year. 
Area K as a whole is only 
forecasted for a small increase, 
at 0.3%. However, those in 
Defined Area K who pay into 
fire protection services from 

Nakusp and Area K residents take a look at draft RDCK budget
the Village will see a greater 
increase – about 5% – because 
of the new position of Director 
of Emergency Services. This 
position has been filled by Wade 
Forster, also serving as fire chief.

Malloff discussed some of 
the RDCK-wide services with 
notable taxation changes.

General Administration 
taxation is set to increase by 
22%. There is $263,000 less 
surplus being carried forward, 
meaning it’s not available to 
reduce taxation. The annual 
fees for accounting software are 
increasing by $70,000, as the 
vendor no longer supports the 
old software and the RDCK must 
now use the ‘cloud’ version. A 
one-time $60,000 fee will pay for 
migration to the ‘cloud.’

Geospatial Information 
Systems (GIS) will increase 
by 25%. $40,000 is needed for 
ESRI GIS system upgrades, 
and $30,000 for Real Time 
Kinemat ics  (RTK)  GPS 
replacement.

Taxation for the Building 
Inspection service is decreasing 
by 16%, thanks to stronger than 
expected permit revenue. Review 
and drafting of a modernized 
building bylaw is planned for 
this year. Two vehicles are set to 
be replaced, to be funded from 
reserves.

Nakusp and Area K pay 
into West Resource Recovery, 
one of three resource recovery 

services in the RDCK. Taxation 
is set to rise by 8%, and tipping 
fees by 6.4%.

Transit will see some 
changes. The Kootenay Lake 
West service will see a 41% 
average increase in taxation due 
to BC Transit cost increases and 
recent reapportionment meant 
to increase tax equity, based on 
access to the service.
RDCK tax bills: the numbers

Here’s how the increases 
affect Nakusp and Area K 
residents, according to the 
February 26 draft.
Village of Nakusp

Nakusp residents  are 
provided with 16 RDCK services. 
They will pay $146 per $100,000 
of property value ($143 in 2025). 
A property assessed at $500,000 
would have a bill of $730 ($146 
multiplied by 5).

The following taxation 
amounts are per $100,000. Arena: 
$51.81; Transit: $21.36; Library: 
$13.92; Resource Recovery: 
$11.35; General Admin: $10.76; 
Emergency Planning: $6.94; 
Building Inspection: $6.19; 
Emergency Communications 
911: $4.49; Archives: $3.42; 
Animal Control: $3.40; Museum: 
$3.00; Cemetery: $2.59; Rec 
Commission: $2.10; GIS: $2.05; 
Search and Rescue: $1.75; and 
Summit Lake Ski Hill: $1.05.
Area K with fire protection

These residents live within 

the defined portion of Area K 
that is covered by the Nakusp 
fire department and receive 18 
other RDCK services. Tax bills 
here are $173 per $100,000 of 
property value ($176 in 2025). 
A property assessed at $500,000 
would have a bill of $865 ($173 
multiplied by 5).

The following taxation 
amounts are per $100,000. 
Arena: $51.81; Fire Protection: 
$35.07; Library: $11.01; General 
Admin: $10.76; Rural Admin: 
$10.63; Planning and Land Use: 
$8.49; Resource Recovery: 
$7.57; Emergency Planning: 
$6.49; Building Inspection: 
$6.19; Transit (Kootenay Lake 
West): $5.21; Emergency 
Communications 911: $4.49; 
Archives: $3.42; Museum: $3.00; 
Rec Commission: $2.10; GIS: 
$2.05; Search and Rescue: $1.75; 
Summit Lake Ski Hill: $1.05; 
Discretionary Grants: $0.71; and 
Economic Development: $0.39.
Edgewood

Edgewood residents will 
pay $113 per $100,000 of home 
value – unchanged from last year. 
A property assessed at $500,000 
would have a bill of $415 ($83 
multiplied by 5).

Edgewood residents pay 
into 17 RDCK services. The 
following taxation amounts are 
per $100,000. Street lighting: 
$35.26; Rural Admin: $10.63; 
General Admin: $10.76; Planning 
and Land Use: $8.49; Building 

Inspection: $6.19; Resource 
Recovery: $7.57; Emergency 
Planning: $6.94; Edgewood 
Fire Brigade: $6.31; Emergency 
Communications 911: $4.49; 
Transit (Kootenay Lake West): 
$5.21; Edgewood Legion Hall: 
$3.28; Rec Commission: $2.10; 
Search and Rescue: $1.75; 
GIS: $2.05; Summit Lake 
Ski Hill: $1.05; Discretionary 
Grants: $0.71; and Economic 
Development: $0.39.

Edgewood water utility 
parcel taxes are set to rise by 
1.5% and user fees by 3%. The 
increases are inflationary. 
Fauquier

Residents are looking at 
$179 per $100,000 in assessment, 
compared to last year’s $113. A 
property assessed at $500,000 
would have a bill of $895 ($179 
multiplied by 5).

Fauquier receives 16 RDCK 
services. The following taxation 
amounts are per $100,000. 
Fauquier Fire Brigade: $61.52; 
Fauquier Hall: $49.69; General 
Admin: $10.76; Rural Admin: 
$10.63; Planning and Land Use: 
$8.49; Resource Recovery: 
$7.57; Emergency Planning: 
$6.94; Building Inspection: 
$6.19; Transit (Kootenay Lake 
West): $5.21; Emergency 
Communications 911: $4.49; 
Rec Commission: $2.10; GIS: 
$2.05; Search and Rescue: $1.75; 
Summit Lake Ski Hill: $1.05; 
Discretionary Grants: $0.71; and 
Economic Development: $0.39.

Fauquier water utility parcel 
taxes and user fees are set to 
rise by 10%. The increases are 
inflationary, and to fund future 
projects. A water line replacement 
is planned for 2026, with a budget 
of $285,000. The RDCK is 
assessing the feasibility of pre-
filtration technology to reduce 
loading on existing filters. If this 
project moves forward, it would 
cost $60,000.
Burton

Burton residents’ tax bills 
will be $83 per $100,000 of 
property value ($84 last year). 
A property assessed at $500,000 
would have a bill of $415 ($83 
multiplied by 5).

Burton receives 15 RDCK 
services. The following taxation 
amounts are per $100,000. Rural 
Admin: $10.63; Burton Hall: 
$15.28; General Admin: $10.76; 
Planning and Land Use: $8.49; 
Building Inspection: $6.19; 
Resource Recovery: $7.57; 
Emergency Planning: $6.94; 
Emergency Communications 
911: $4.49; Transit (Kootenay 
Lake West) :  $5.21;  Rec 
Commissions: $2.10; Search 
and Rescue: $1.75; GIS: $2.05; 
Summit Lake Ski Hill: $1.05; 
Discretionary Grants: $0.71; and 
Economic Development: $0.39.

Burton water utility parcel 
taxes are set to rise by 9.8% and 
user fees by 10%. The increases 
are inflationary, and to fund future 
projects such as a water line 
replacement planned for 2027.
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by Jan McMurray
Natalie Rutherford from Aardvark 

Pavement Marking Services out 
of Kelowna attended to talk about 
crosswalks. Council is working on 
installing a veteran’s crosswalk and re-
doing the Pride crosswalk, and wanted 
to learn more about the thermoplastic 
process, a longer-term solution than 
paint.

She said thermoplastic comes in 
strips that are heated onto the roadway. 
She said it was best to apply it on 
good asphalt, and in a low-traffic area. 
Because the Downtown Revitalization 
Plan involves potential changes to the 
sidewalks, Natalie agreed the sidewalks 
should be done before installing a 
thermoplastic crosswalk. Tire marks are 
visible on the thermoplastic, she said, 
and studded tires and snowplows will 
chip the thermoplastic. Thermoplastic 
lasts about five years, whereas paint 
only lasts one year.

The cost of a thermoplastic veteran’s 
crosswalk is approximately $19,000, 
and a thermoplastic Pride crosswalk 
would cost $13,000 at the most.

Rutherford told council that 
Aardvark could probably give council 
two weeks’ notice before arriving to do 
the job. The crew would install half of 
the crosswalk at a time so that the road 
would not be totally closed. If council 
chooses paint, Rutherford said the 
paint Aardvark uses takes only 20-25 
minutes to dry.

Rutherford also said she could help 
Councillor Hammond buy the paint 
through Aardvark’s supplier, Sherwin-
Williams, if volunteers were going to be 
painting the Pride Crosswalk. 
Objection to crosswalks

New Denver resident Ceridwen 
Anwell wrote to council to voice 
their objection to veterans’ and Pride 
crosswalks. “Why don’t we build 
safe municipalities instead of painting 
crosswalks to virtue signal?” They point 
out that paint ends up in the gutters and 
water, which are essential for life.

Staff will respond, thanking 
Ceridwen for their letter.
Cannabis retail zoning

Council agreed to move forward 
with a zoning bylaw amendment to 
accommodate cannabis retail in the 
village. The proposed amendments 
to the zoning bylaw define “cannabis 
retail store” as a location “for the 
retail sale of cannabis products and 
accessories licenced by the Province 
for consumption off premises.” The 
amendments also restrict cannabis 
retail stores to the C1-Core Commercial 
zone, require site-specific approval by 
council, and prohibit cannabis retail as 
a home occupation.

The zoning amendment bylaw will 
come before council for two readings 

New Denver council, February 24: Crosswalk talk
at its March 10 meeting. Council will 
schedule another meeting for third 
reading and adoption.
HomeSave delegation

Carmen Procter and Theo Harvey 
of HomeSave Central Kootenays 
made a presentation about the program, 
which will be launching in the near 
future. HomeSave, for homeowners 
and renters, helps people achieve energy 
efficiency in their homes. 

“HomeSave  he lps  RDCK 
homeowners plan and complete 
energy retrofits with personalized 
support, stackable rebates and optional 
financing,” Harvey said.

This program has been in existence 
for some time, formerly known as REEP 
(Regional Energy Efficiency Program). 
It is run by the City of Nelson, but is 
available region-wide. Harvey said 
they were putting a lot of effort into 
getting the word out about the program 
throughout the regional district.

The program can help people 
navigate the many rebates available, and 
offers its own rebate as well as financing 
through Nelson & District Credit Union. 
The HomeSave Retrofit Rebate will 
provide up to $2,000 if retrofits result 
in a 20% reduction in household energy 
consumption, and up to $4,000 if it is 
reduced by 50%. HomeSave has also 
partnered with Nelson and District 
Credit Union (NDCU), which will give 
advance loans for energy retrofits at 
prime + 0.5%.

This program is funded by the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
to the tune of $2.5 million over four 
years. HomeSave also has supporting 
agreements with NDCU, NRCAN, and 
FortisBC to help with the cost of home 
evaluations in communities served by 
FortisBC. They have also approached 
BC Hydro to help with the cost of home 
evaluations in communities served by 
BC Hydro.

Program registrants must start with 
a home evaluation, which costs $620. 
This is the cost that HomeSave is trying 
to get FortisBC and BC Hydro to “buy 
down,” Harvey said. 

H a r v e y  s a i d  F i r e S m a r t 
improvements would be eligible for 
rebates under the program, and EV 
charging infrastructure would be 
eligible for a loan but not a rebate, 
because it would increase rather than 
reduce energy consumption.
Lukewarm reception to 
RDCK invite

The RDCK is applying for a 
grant under the Local Government 
Development Approvals Program, 
and is inviting all municipalities in 
the district to participate. The funding 
program was established by the Province 
to support local governments to improve 
development approval processes. The 

RDCK project would focus on review 
and analysis of municipal procedures, 
and development of guidance materials. 
Any changes to bylaws or fees would be 
entirely up to individual councils and 
outside the scope of the grant.

Mayor Casley said the Village 
had agreed to participate in “a lot of 
these joint projects with the Regional 
District,” and he was “not too happy 
with the result.” He said the RDCK’s 
regional initiatives sometimes “don’t 
get off the launching pad.”

Nelson Wight, RDCK planner, 
attended the council meeting virtually 
to answer questions from council. He 
said the RDCK would work one-on-
one with New Denver to assess the 
needs of the municipality and address 
those needs. “We will endeavour to do 
whatever we agree to as partners on this 
project,” he said.

Staff will gather more information 
from the RDCK and come back to 

the March 10 council meeting with a 
recommendation on whether or not New 
Denver should participate.
RDCK organizat ional 
review

Councillor Fyke brought to 
council’s attention a review of the RDCK 
that was presented at the last RDCK 
board meeting. (See ‘Organizational 
review says RDCK needs to work on 
prioritization, strategy,’ Valley Voice, 
February 26, page 7.)

“You’ve heard Mayor Casley 
express frustration regarding working 
with the RDCK,” Fyke said. “This 
group’s analysis is really useful for you 
to see. If action follows, it will make 
the RDCK more responsive and better, 
I think.”

Fyke said RDCK staff was expected 
to come back to the next RDCK board 
meeting with action steps as a result of 
the report.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email 
cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990 
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount. 
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

CARD OF THANKS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

COMING EVENTS

NOTICES

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 

Come shop for gently used clothing, 
footwear etc., on a pay-what-you-can 
donation system. Open Monday-Saturday, 8 
am-5:30 pm in the basement of the Silverton 
General Store at 222 Lake Ave., Silverton. 
Follow ‘Koots Kids Clothing Store’ on 
Facebook.

THE EDGEWOOD VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to our incredible 
community (and surrounding areas) for 
making our Firemen’s Gala on February 14, 
2026 such a tremendous success.
We are especially grateful to the Community 
of Edgewood, Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) and the Doukhobor 
Heritage Retreat Society #1999 for their 
generous donations and ongoing support. 
Your contributions play a vital role in 
helping us continue to serve and protect 
Edgewood and the surrounding area.
The evening was truly one to remember — 
a sold-out crowd, an absolutely delicious 
dinner catered by Ann Volansky and her 
team, and a fantastic silent auction filled 
with amazing items. The hypnotist was 
phenomenal, the dance that followed helped 
end the evening with pleasant, wonderful 
company. The energy in the room reflected 
the strength and spirit of our community.
Events like this remind us how fortunate we 
are to live in such a caring and supportive 
place. Thank you to everyone who attended, 
donated, volunteered, and helped in any 
way. We couldn’t do it without you.
With sincere appreciation,

Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department

SLOCAN LAKE GREEN BURIAL 
Society is holding its Annual General 
Meeting at Knox Hall, New Denver at 1 
pm Sunday March 15. All members and 
interested people are welcome.
AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY is 
holding its Annual General Meeting at Knox 
Hall, New Denver at 7 pm Friday March 13. 
All are welcome. Two new board members 
desperately needed.
SQUARE DANCING on March 21 
at the Bosun Hall (7-9 pm). Ages 13+ 
welcome. No experience needed. Live 
music by Eldorado Hoedown. Admission 
by donation.
THE 2026 AGM of the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society will be held at 2 pm 
at the museum, March 29. After the 
meeting, we will view a few photos from 
early photographer RH Trueman. Wear 
something warm! Any questions? Email: 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com.

SILVERTON SEEDY SATURDAY, 
March  14 ,  10am-2pm,  Si lver ton 
Gallery. Local vendors, seed exchange, 
speakers and delicious food and drink. A 
Healthy Community Society event with 
refreshments and kids’ corner by the New 
Denver Nursery School.
THE KOHAN REFLECTION GARDEN 
should see an early spring this year. That 
is why the annual spring work party, 
scheduled for March 28 & 29, from 9 
am-4 pm, is somewhat earlier than usual. 

Mark this date on your calendar and join 
the volunteer team preparing the Garden 
for the summer season. Free hot lunch will 
be provided.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY 2026 AGM: Sunday April 19 
at 10 am. Silverton General Store. New 
members welcome.
OPEN MIC WITH MICHAEL HUBER. 
Knox Hall, New Denver March 14 at 7 pm. 
By donation.  Music, spoken word, stand-up 
comedy, whatever! BRING IT! 
SENIORS’ SOCIAL: Coffee’s on!!! 
Slocan Park Community Hall. Tuesday 10 
am-noon. March 17, 24, 31.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Sunday, April 
12, 2026 from 9am-noon. Pick-up from 
Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for 
large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank you 
for your support.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11-217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old 
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.

C A R E G I V E R  N E E D E D 
IMMEDIATELY for 71-year-old man 
– expect five days a week. Tiny house 
available for nominal rent. 250-358-2756.
LOOKING FOR A CASUAL CARE 
WORKER to provide care for disabled 
man in Nelson BC. If interested please 
respond via email to  bab_360_white@
hotmail.com

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca 
or 250-358-7828.

I, Rajathi Manoharan, mother of Jeniffer 
Annie Rose, holder of Indian Passport No 
S4948014, issued at Madurai, India on 07 
August 2018, permanent resident of 5-116, 
Pullanivilai Panavilai, Thuckalay, Tamil 
Nadu, India and presently residing at 34805 
McLeod Avenue, Abbotsford, BC, Canada 
do hereby change my daughter’s name from 
Jeniffer Annie Rose Victor Bakkiyaraj to 
Jeniffer Annie Rose with immediate effect.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New 
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For 
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
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PETS

RENTAL WANTED

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PETSDelivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$50

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

17th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:

Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

REAL ESTATE

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospital-
ity.

Come experience a delightful culinary experi-
ence at Pennydale Junction!

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Raven’s NestRaven’s Nest
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Main Street, New Denver

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

RECREATION

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Business Classifieds start 
at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

 

For 80 years, Tupperware has 
been creating innovative 

home and kitchen solutions 
that help families save time, 

money, space, food, and  
energy, while remaining 
practical, durable, and  

environmentally responsible.  
 

Contact Susan Wilson 
Independent Tupperware Representative 

swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

“Silverton is small; your voice isn’t,” 
reads a banner on the Village’s website, 
announcing a new project and calling on 
the community for input. 

The Village is launching an update of 
its Official Community Plan (OCP) and 
zoning bylaw – two documents that steer 
how a community can grow and change.

The update aims to encompass the 
community’s values and priorities, reflect 
up-to-date demographics, consider 
current and future housing needs, and 
protect the Village’s natural assets. 

Council met in a Committee of 
the Whole on February 23, where 

Help shape Silverton’s future: OCP and zoning bylaw updates begin
Community Planner Ian Dunlop 
introduced the project. 

OCPs are meant to be strategic 
and inspirational, he said. Silverton’s 
describes the long-term vision and goals 
of the village and how it can grow while 
staying true to its character. It guides 
economic and community development, 
shapes housing and infrastructure 
expansion, and preserves environmental 
and historical values. 

The zoning bylaw works alongside 
the OCP, acting as a rulebook that turns 
the vision into enforceable regulations, 
said Dunlop. It does this by regulating 
land use, building height, setbacks, 
density, lot coverage, and parking 

requirements. Having the bylaw in place 
supports appropriate developments, 
prevents land use conflicts, and offers 
clarity for residents, property owners, 
and council. “Together, the OCP and 
zoning bylaw help ensure Silverton’s 
vision is reflected in clear, fair, and 
predictable rules that fit our small village 
context,” said Dunlop.

Though OCPs view communities 
through 20-year scopes, municipalities 
are required to review and update their 
OCPs at least once every five years; both 
Silverton’s OCP and zoning bylaw were 
last updated over a decade ago. 

Dunlop described some of the 
changes in that time. Perhaps the biggest 

is the reality of housing. Across the 
Kootenays, housing costs have increased. 
There are fewer long-term rentals, and 
more seasonal and part-time occupancy. 
The population is aging, and household 
sizes are smaller.  How people live and 
work is also different. Many residents 
now have remote or hybrid work, or 
home-based businesses. There is a 
greater desire for small-town living with 
urban services, and there is pressure from 
tourism and recreation. There are also 
new environmental and infrastructure 
factors to consider, including developing 
for climate resilience, planning for 
emergencies, and addressing aging 
infrastructure. 

551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life results 
with games-based training. Have fun, learn 
lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
FEMALE STANDARD POODLE 
Cross Irish wolfhound/ Bernadoodle. 
Hypoallergenic, non shedding, X-large 
breed. Six months. Favourite things: 
cuddling you, going for rides, walks, runs. 
Indoor raised. All vaccinations. $2,800 or 
$6,000 for both siblings. Call/text 250-
521-0494.

LOW INCOME, SENIOR, MALE in 
search of unfurnished small house/cabin 
between Crescent Valley and New Denver 
for long term rental. Move in March/April 
$900/month budget erthvibe@gmail.com
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Business Classifieds start 
at $11.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Personal Classifieds start at $9.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

COMMUUNITY

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

GARBAGE

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 
March 20, 

2026

Your ad 
could be 

here for only 
$20 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

Tuesdays • Thursdays • Saturdays from 10-3
Closed Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays and holidays.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

submitted
Looking for a fun, hands-on 

activity for kids this spring break? 
Attend the Youth Birdhouse Building 
Workshop, hosted by ALFA Guild, 
on Saturday, March 21, from 10 
am to 2 pm at the Nakusp Arena 
Auditorium (200 8th Ave NW). This 
drop-in event is open to youth ages 
6-15, and kids can arrive anytime 
during the workshop hours. The cost 

Create and paint a birdhouse this spring break with ALFA Guild
is $10 per child. Children under 11 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.

The workshop offers a hands-
on opportunity for kids to build 
and decorate their own wooden 
birdhouse. Each participant will work 
with a pre-cut and pre-drilled kit, 
thanks to the Men’s Shed Association 
Nakusp, which prepared all the 
patterns. There are 50 available, 

so it’s first come, first served. All 
wood, screws, and screwdrivers are 
supplied, and once the assembly is 
complete, children can get creative 
with brushes and a variety of acrylic 
paints to design a birdhouse they can 
proudly take home.

Beyond the creative element, 
the timing of the workshop aligns 
with the start of spring migration. 
Installing a birdhouse now gives 

returning swallows and other local 
birds a safe place to nest, introducing 
children to the idea of supporting 
wildlife habitat in a practical, hands-
on way. While the main goal is for 
kids to make something functional 
and personal, it also provides a subtle 
lesson about the natural world and 
the seasonal rhythms of the birds in 
our community.

A L FA G u i l d  g r a t e f u l l y 

acknowledges the event sponsors, 
Columbia Basin Trust and the 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance. 
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It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 

for details 

COMMUNITY

Help Wanted
Mountain Valley Gas Station (locally owned & operated location in 
Slocan, BC) has an opening for employment. Candidates should 
be mature and available for varied shifts including evenings/week-
ends. Position is part-time to start with opportunities to grow into a 
full-time position with experience. 
Must be able to follow directions and have skills required to work in 
a fast-paced environment offering many services to our communi-
ty. Math skills are required.
Please attach resume, cover letter and references to apply through 
email @ mountainvalleystation@telus.net 
or in person to 704 Arlington Road, Slocan, BC Attention Michelle

Help Wanted
• kitchen staff, servers

• room cleaners, marina, front 
desk / reservations

www.woodburyresort.com
4112 Hwy 31, PO Box 1262
Ainsworth Hot Springs, BC V0G 1A0
Toll Free: 1-877-353-7717 
Local: 250-353-7717

submitted
Wildsight invites residents 

and visitors alike to join a unique 

Graeme Lee Rowlands explains the history of the upper Columbia River.
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Explore the Columbia River’s story on a Mid Arrow Lakes Reservoir tour
field tour of the Mid Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir near Nakusp on Sunday, 
May 3, as part of its Columbia River 

Conversations series of educational 
outings.

This one-day guided excursion 

offers participants the chance to 
explore areas normally hidden 
beneath the reservoir’s surface, 
witnessing first-hand the effects 
of seasonal drawdown: exposed 
lakebed and silt stretching far from 
the shoreline.

This stark reality of how the 
Columbia is managed is a powerful 
starting point for conversation at a 
time when the river is experiencing 
historic change.

“When water levels drop, the 
story of the Columbia becomes 
visible in a way you don’t see when 
the reservoir is high,” says Graeme 
Lee Rowlands, Water and Climate 
Director, Wildsight. “This tour 
creates space to consider how this 
river shapes our communities and 
environment — and how we shape 
it in return.”

From shifting waterlines and 
submerged forests, to flooded 
communities, salmon, efforts to 
modernize the Columbia River 
Treaty, growing electricity demands 
and climate change, the tour will 
explore what’s been lost, what 
remains, and what the future could 
hold for the upper Columbia.

Participants should expect to 
travel by vehicle and on foot at a 

relaxed pace, with opportunities for 
dialogue, questions and reflection 
along the way. Carpooling will be 
facilitated, with the tour running 
from approximately 10 am–4 pm.

Similar tours are also being 
offered of Upper Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir (near Revelstoke), 
Kinbasket Reservoir (near Golden) 
and Duncan Reservoir (near Kaslo). 
Each will tell a different chapter of 
the Columbia Basin’s story. Join for 
one – or experience them all.

For more information and to 
register, visit: www.wildsight.ca/
CRC. Space is limited to 20-25 
people per tour, and early booking 
is encouraged.

Business Classifieds start 
at $11.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

submitted
Four new directors have joined 

Columbia Basin Trust’s board of 
directors. Made up of 12 members, the 
Trust board governs the organization and 
its assets and ensures the Trust remains 
healthy, resilient and accountable to the 
residents of the Columbia Basin.

The new members are Jared Basil 
from yaqan nuʔkiy, Katrine Conroy 
from Pass Creek, Melanie Jeannotte 
from Fernie and Am Naqvi from Nelson. 
Departing directors are Jocelyn Carver of 
Nelson, Krista Turcasso of Fernie and 
Bill van Yzerloo of Castlegar.

Owen Torgerson from Valemount 
has been elected chair and Susan 
Clovechok from Fairmont Hot Springs 
has been elected vice-chair. Torgerson 
was appointed to the board in 2019 and 
served as vice-chair beginning in 2024. 
Clovechok was appointed to the board 
in 2025.  

“I am pleased to welcome Jared, 
Katrine, Melanie and Am, and to 
acknowledge the work and commitment 

Columbia Basin Trust Board of Directors. Front row: Betty Anne Marino, Susan Clovechok (vice-chair), 
Ron Oszust, Suzan Hewat, Melanie Jeannotte, Christine Hoechsmann. Back row: Am Naqvi, Jared 

Basil, Owen Torgerson (chair), Katrine Conroy. Missing: Angus Graeme and Karen Hamling.

Columbia Basin Trust board welcomes four new members
of outgoing members Jocelyn, Bill and 
Krista,” said Torgerson. “As chair, I 
look forward to working with the board 
to build on the strong contributions of 
current and past members.”

Jared Basil (yaqan nuʔkiy) is 
an educator, facilitator and governance 
leader from the yaqan nuʔkiy (Lower 
Kootenay Band) of the Ktunaxa 
Nation. He currently serves as chair 
of the College of the Rockies board of 
governors and brings extensive regional 
and provincial governance experience.

Katrine Conroy (Pass Creek) 
served as MLA for West Kootenay-
Boundary and later Kootenay West 
from 2005 to 2024, including time as 
Minister responsible for Columbia Basin 
Trust. Prior to elected office, she worked 
as a power engineer, early childhood 
educator, college instructor, non-profit 
executive and small business owner.

Melanie Jeannotte (Fernie) is 
the former CEO of Gallagher Benefit 
Services (Canada), where she led national 
growth through multiple acquisitions. 

She has board experience in economic 
development, food security and small 
business advocacy, and co-owns Polar 
Peek Books in Fernie.

Am Naqvi (Nelson) is a Chartered 
Professional Accountant with extensive 
governance experience in the West 
Kootenay. He currently serves on the 
boards of Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union, Community Futures Central 
Kootenay, Community Futures BC, the 
Greater Nelson Economic Development 
Partnership and Selkirk College.

The five regional districts in the 
Basin and the Ktunaxa Nation Council 
each nominate a director, and the 
Province of BC appoints the remaining 
six directors. The Lieutenant Governor 
in Council makes all final appointments 
to the board. All directors must reside 
in the Basin.

For more information on the Trust’s 
Board of Directors, including their terms 
of service, and to view Board meeting 
highlights and minutes: ourtrust.org/
board.
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Nominator

________________________________
Deadline: March 31, 2026

Send nominations to:  PO BOX 62 Nakusp BC V0G 1R0, or by e-mail to secretary@rotaryclubofnakusp.org

"

submitted by Megan Jamison, 
Kootenay Conservation Program

Nine conservation projects were 
recently approved by the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) to receive funding from 
the RDCK Local Conservation 
Fund in 2026. A local government 
service that creates a dedicated 
fund for conservation, the RDCK 
Local Conservation Fund distributes 
funding to projects in Electoral Areas 
A, D, E, F and H that are approved 
by the RDCK board of directors each 
year. Funding generated through the 
RDCK Local Conservation Fund 
is typically leveraged four to nine 
times through additional grants — 
bringing significant investment into 
the local economy while supporting 
conservation work carried out by 
local contractors, suppliers, and 
stewardship groups. 

“First Nations and stewardship 
organizations in the Central 
Kootenay are leading meaningful, 
collaborative conservation work,” 
said Kendal Benesh, interim program 
director for Kootenay Conservation 
Program, which partners with the 
RDCK to administer the fund. “The 
RDCK Local Conservation Fund 
continues to support a wide range of 
initiatives, from habitat enhancement 
to human-wildlife conflict reduction 
— all of which help sustain our local 
environment and quality of life.”

Severa l  pro jec ts  he lp ing 
vulnerable wildlife species will 
be supported through the RDCK 
Local Conservation Fund in 2026. 
Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions 
is receiving funding to provide a 
50% cost share for residents to install 
electric fencing, which is an excellent 
tool for farms, homesteads, orchards, 
and backyard food producers to 
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In 2025, the RDCK Local Conservation Fund boosted biodiversity by supporting wetland 
restoration and habitat enhancement at Crooked Horn Farm in the Slocan Valley. 

RDCK Local Conservation Fund supports water and wildlife
prevent bear conflicts. Bats play 
a vital role in supporting local 
agriculture and forestry through 
natural pest control, but decades 
of habitat alteration in the West 
Kootenay has reduced options for 
tree-roosting species. Projects led 
by the Okanagan Nation Alliance 
and Wildlife Conservation Society 
Canada aim to conserve local bat 
populations by assessing habitat 
quality, enhancing maternity roosts, 
monitoring species, and engaging 
landowners.

The RDCK Local Conservation 
Fund will support the third year of Elk 
Root Conservation Farm’s Pollinator 
Highway project to improve native 
plant connectivity and pollinator 
habitat in the Slocan Valley. It will 
also support the Central Kootenay 
Invasive Species Society’s Nature for 
Neighbourhoods project, which helps 
landowners reduce invasive plants 
on private land and take long-term, 
independent stewardship action.

L iv ing  Lakes  Canada  i s 
addressing climate pressure such 
as drought, altered precipitation 
patterns, and snowpack shifts 
by filling water data gaps in key 
watersheds in Electoral Areas D, 
E, and H. The project will continue 
to collect long-term hydrometric, 
lake, and climate data, including 
re-installing stations at Trozzo and 
Winlaw Creeks in partnership with 
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative 
(SIFCo).

Two projects will focus on 
wetland restoration to improve 
water filtration, carbon storage, 
and climate resilience. Friends of 
Kootenay Lake Stewardship Society 
will establish resilient native plant 

communities, manage invasives, 
and engage Indigenous and other 
local communities through their 
Harrop Wetland Restoration Project. 
Wetland stewardship in the Slocan 
Valley and in Meadow Creek led 
by the BC Wildlife Federation will 
enhance habitats at Crooked Horn 
and Halleran Wetlands. The goal is 
to support and recover biodiversity 
and species at risk, including western 
painted turtles and western toads, 
while strengthening watershed health 
for wildlife and communities.

Finally, the West Kootenay 
Watershed Collaborative Society will 
use innovative science to demonstrate 
how climate change and forest 
disturbance affect watershed stability 
and health, compiling and utilizing 
new data and maps to complete 
Nature Directed Stewardship Plans 
in both Laird and Redfish Creeks.

The RDCK Local Conservation 
Fund was established by the RDCK 
in 2014 by referendum. Property 
owners in RDCK Electoral Areas 
A, D, E, F and H pay an annual 
parcel tax of $15 per year towards 
this dedicated fund, which provides 
financial support to local projects 
helping to conserve and restore the 
area’s wildlife and habitat.

To find out if your idea for 
a conservation project qualifies, 
or if you have any questions 
about the fund, contact Kootenay 
Conservation Program at info@
kootenayconservation.ca.

The application intake for 2027 
projects will open this fall. For 
more information on the RDCK 
Local Conservation Fund: https://
kootenayconservation.ca/regional-
district-of-central-kootenay/.
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