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by Jan McMurray
With the Columbia Basin Trust’s 

massive project to bring fibre-optic 
internet service to Basin residents 
nearing completion, the Trust is 
transferring ownership of its fibre-
optic broadband infrastructure to 
CityWest, a telecommunications 
company owned by the City of 
Prince Rupert since 1910.

The Basin broadband network 
will continue to be open-access, 
which means that CityWest will 
keep leasing access to the system to 
multiple internet service providers.

CityWest CEO Stefan Woloszyn 
told the Valley Voice that the 
acquisition of the CBT network is a 
“natural fit” for CityWest. 

“We already run big, open-
access fibre-optic networks in rural 
communities elsewhere in the 
province, so the scale of the Trust 
network is really aligned with our 
focus and expertise as a company,” 
he said. “The community-minded 
focus of the Trust is so aligned 
culturally with who we are as a 
business that it is just a perfect fit 

CBT’s broadband network to transfer to CityWest
between the two organizations.”

In the February 4 press release 
announcing the transfer, CBT CEO 
Johnny Strilaeff said that when the 
Trust’s ‘Connect the Basin’ project 
is finished, targeted for March 2027, 
the Trust will have largely reached its 
goal to bring high-speed internet to 
those in the Basin without reliable 
service – and “CityWest has the 
expertise and capacity to operate 
this much-expanded network and 
provide the services residents and 
communities need now and in the 
future.”

The Connect the Basin project is 
mostly a ‘last-mile’ project, bringing 
fibre-optic internet to homes and 
businesses from the ‘backbone,’ 
the main fibre-optic trunkline. CBT 
owns more than 1,100 kilometres 
of backbone and is building last-
mile infrastructure to serve more 
than 8,000 homes in more than 
60 communities, including the 
communities in the Slocan Valley 
and the Arrow Lakes.

The transfer to CityWest will 
happen in two stages. First, the 

Trust’s existing infrastructure – 
mostly backbone infrastructure – will 
transition to CityWest later this year. 
Second, the Connect the Basin assets 
– mostly last-mile infrastructure 
– will transfer when the project is 
completed next year.

“I can’t wait to get the fibre-optic 
connections in Basin communities,” 
said CityWest CEO Woloszyn. “It’s 
so transformative for communities. 
It’s amazing to see how communities 
use high tech to reinvent themselves 
in really positive ways.”

He said he can understand that 

Basin residents might be getting 
impatient for the high-speed service. 
“You’re not alone on that one,” he 
said. “These huge infrastructure 
projects take a lot of time – but 
you have two magical ingredients 
there in the Basin: the Trust, with 
a totally community-minded view, 
and community members who are 
advocating for it. Those are the two 
magical ingredients that make these 
projects successful.”

CityWest started out as a 
telephone company in Prince Rupert 
in 1910, and now offers internet, 

internet TV, and internet phone 
services in all 100+ communities 
along its fibre-optic network that 
spans hundreds of kilometres from 
Prince George and Prince Rupert 
in the north to Vancouver and 
Vancouver Island in the south.

Internet, internet TV and internet 
home telephone will be available 
in Basin communities, as well, 
Woloszyn said.

CityWest has six offices: five in 
the north, and one in Campbell River 
on Vancouver Island. Woloszyn said 

CBT’s broadband network is to transfer to CityWest.

continued on page 2
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Exploding Trees?!
Trees use pliable membranes, natural anti-
freeze, and supercooling to keep ice crystals 
from rupturing cells. However, sometimes 
temps drop so low that even these methods 
fail, and trees can explode, particularly when 
they haven’t had time to acclimate before the 
deep freeze hits. Explosion comes when 
the water in sap expands, applying enough 
pressure on bark to rupture it.

there will inevitably be an office 
in the Columbia Basin at some 
point. “That’s a natural evolution of 
business,” he said.

Woloszyn says what distinguishes 
CityWest from the big telecoms is 

customer service. “When you call, 
you might wait two or three minutes 
and you will talk to a real human 
being who lives in BC,” he said. 
“Our customer service is rated at 
the highest level. This is something 
we are very proud of as a business.”

CityWest has partnerships 
with some of the communities 
it serves, where a portion of the 
company’s profits are provided 
to the community, to be invested 
back into the community. “We 
have a rainbow of different types of 
partnerships, based on the needs of 
the community,” he said. “We have 
dozens of partnerships where some 
of the profits flow to the community, 
and it is up to the community – 

sometimes the local government, 
sometimes an internet committee, 
sometimes a non-profit society – to 
decide how they are going to spend 
it.”

He acknowledged that there 
are a lot of communities in the 
Columbia Basin to engage with, 
but he said the immediate focus is 
on project delivery. “We take this 
very seriously,” he said. It’s not a 
short-term profit exercise. We take 
a long-term investment lens on the 
communities we go into. So right 
now, we will make sure this program 
works exactly the way it is intended 
to work.”

More information:  www.
citywest.ca

CBT’s broadband network to transfer to CityWest
continued from page 1

by Jay-Dell Mah
With a gold, two silvers and 

a bronze at the Kootenay Zone 
championship January 28 in Fernie, 
Nakusp and Lucerne (New Denver) 
Secondary students have advanced to 
the provincial finals February 23-25.

The BC championships had been 
scheduled for Mount Washington on 
Vancouver Island, but poor conditions 
have forced officials to look for an 
alternative site.

Lucerne’s Solana Penner won the 
girls snowboard competition, edging 

Nakusp Secondary snowboard team members Rowan Vibe-Coleman (silver), Solana Penner 
(gold) and Della Berney (bronze) on the podium at the Kootenay Zone championship in Fernie.
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Nakusp and Lucerne skiers 
and snowboarders headed for BC finals

out Rowan Vice-Coleman of Nakusp 
Secondary, who took the silver medal. 
Frances Turgeon of David Thompson 
in Invermere finished third, but having 
won a provincial slot in the team event, 
as DTSS took the gold, relinquished her 
spot to Della Berney of Lucerne. Solara 
Hewko of NSS also competed.

Both of the NSS ski teams 
qualified for the BC finals. The ‘A’ 
team (Emily Hembling, Vanesa Sing, 
Aubrey Humphreys, Ali Hembling 
and Jessica Sing) was second and the 
Cougars ‘B’ team (Charlotte Peglar, 
Isla Humphreys, Athena McLaren-
Caux, Jayme Stedel) third.  The Fernie 
Academy finished first.

The local success was remarkable 
given the poor winter conditions and 
lack of practice. Vibe-Coleman, “We 

got only three practices, two at Summit 
Lake, one in Revelstoke.”

Fernie Secondary captured the 
girls individual skiing title with Nyla 
Prefontaine winning the gold. Nakusp 
had three top ten finishes with Emily 
Hembling 7th, Vanesa Sing 8th and 
Aubrey Humphreys 10th. 

In boys individual skiing, Hugh 
and Nolan McDougall of the Fernie 
Academy were 1-2 in a field of 49 
including Radomir Wright, Fisher Vibe-
Coleman and Lincoln DeLong of NSS.

David Thompson Secondary took 
the boys snowboard team event and 
Kian Mohnssen of Selkirk Secondary 
in Kimberley won gold in the individual 
competition. Landon Oakes, Reid 
Hughes and Pharaoh Zoll represented 
the Cougars.

by Jan McMurray
The $10,000 penalty issued to 

Universal Ostrich Farms (UOF) in 
Edgewood for allegedly breaching 
quarantine requirements in February 
last year has been set aside. UOF was 
issued the penalty by the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) after 
avian flu was detected on the farm in 
December 2024.

The Canada Agricultural Review 
Tribunal ruled on February 6 this 
year that the notice of violation of the 
quarantine was not properly served to 
the farm by the CFIA, so the notice and 
associated penalty are null and void. The 
notice was to be served in person, not by 
email, the tribunal ruled.

The Tribunal’s decision states: “The 
Agency’s failure to personally deliver 
the quarantine notice as mandated by 
subsection 91.4 of the HA Regulations 
is fatal to its case. The legislative 
intent deliberately required personal 
delivery for quarantine notices – a 
stricter standard than the broader service 
methods permitted elsewhere in the 
Health of Animals Act (HA Act). That 
choice must be respected. Without 
proper service, deciding whether 
Universal contravened the quarantine 
notice is unnecessary.” 

Katie Pasitney, spokesperson for 

Ostrich farm win: Notice of quarantine violation and $10,000 penalty set aside
the farm, said the decision raises the 
question – was the farm ever under 
lawful quarantine, and does that legally 
undermine everything that followed? 
The farm will pursue this in court, 
Pasitney said.

“We have been at it for 404 days, 
so we’re not going to give up now,” 
she told the Valley Voice on February 
9. “We’ve lost everything – we have 
no more to lose. This is not about a 
victory for our farm but establishing due 
process. How many other farmers have 
been improperly served, resulting in 
illegal enforcement? This is the year of 
accountability and I am confident we are 
going to see change – something positive 
for our agricultural future.”

Pasitney said the tribunal’s decision 
shows that animal health can be protected 
while still upholding the law. “CFIA was 
highly reactive in our case,” she said. 
“We need to take a lesson from this and 
be more proactive and less reactive, and 
remember that biosecurity and the rule 
of law have to coexist because when 
shortcuts are taken, we’re seeing eroded 
public trust.”

Pasi tney said the tr ibunal 
acknowledged that disease is serious, 
but that doesn’t erase the law. A press 
release issued by the farm states: “The 
tribunal emphasized that its decision 

does not turn on the seriousness of 
avian influenza, nor does it undermine 
the importance of disease control, 
biosecurity, or emergency response 
measures. Rather, the ruling clarifies 
that when Parliament has imposed strict 
procedural safeguards, those safeguards 
must be respected, particularly where 
regulatory actions can carry significant 
consequences for farmers, animals, and 
livelihoods.”

Pasitney said this “little win” is so 
welcome after more than 400 days of 
fighting. “This is one of the first times 
we’ve been able to take a deep breath. 

There is no price on the trauma and 
what played out at our farm – it was no 
less than terrorism on our family, with 
drones, helicopters, hundreds of police 
officers, and waking up one morning 
and all our fields were empty. It can’t 
be cured retroactively.”

The tribunal makes decisions 
about administrative penalties for 
alleged violations of federal agriculture 
regulations. In December last year, the 
tribunal upheld the $10,000 penalty 
issued to the Edgewood farm for failing 
to report the presence of avian flu 
immediately after becoming aware of 

it. The farm was issued two $10,000 
penalties by CFIA – for failure to 
report the disease and for violating 
quarantine requirements – and requested 
the tribunal to review both of them. The 
first penalty was upheld and the second 
was set aside.

The farm’s approximately 330 
ostriches were killed on November 
6 and 7 last year, after a long legal 
fight to save them. CFIA ordered the 
cull in December 2024 as per the 
agency’s ‘stamping out’ policy, requiring 
destruction of all animals at risk of 
transmitting highly pathogenic avian flu.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION NOTICE 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE  

OPERATIONAL CERTIFICATE 111937  
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE  

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 

Take notice that the Director intends to issue OPERATIONAL CERTIFICATE 111937, to the 
Corporation of the Village of Kaslo (Kaslo) for municipal wastewater treatment facility 
located at District Lot 209, Block 15, Kootenay District. The Operational Certificate will be 
issued a minimum of 14 days after the last date of publication of this notice.  

The land upon which the facility is situated is Lots 5-6, Blk 6, D.L. 208 PL393, located within 
the Village of Kaslo. The location of the point of authorized discharge is District Lot 209, 
Block 15, Kootenay District. 

The discharge are authorized through Kaslo’s Liquid Waste Management Plan which was 
approved by the Minister of Environment and Parks on January 27, 2020. The subject 
Operational Certificate is being considered for the design, operation, maintenance, and 
performance of the facilities for treatment or disposal of the municipal liquid waste. Draft 
Operational Certificate 111937 will replace Permit 13868.  

A copy of the draft operational certificate may be viewed on the Village of Kaslo website: 
https://kaslo.ca/ . A physical copy may be viewed at the Village of Kaslo Municipal Office at 
413 Fourth Street, Kaslo BC. 

Any person who may be adversely affected by the granting of this Operational Certificate 
and wishes to provide relevant information may, within 14 days after the date of 
publication of this notice, send written comments by email to Kaslo, Ian Dunlop, Manager 
of Strategic Initiatives, ian@kaslo.ca with a copy to the Ministry (email 
andrea.panich@gov.bc.ca) . The identity of any respondents and the contents of anything 
submitted in relation to this application will become part of the public record.  

Dated this 21th day of November 2025. 

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The fourth Spark in the Dark 
Lantern Festival lit up the New 
Denver night on January 31. Although 
rainy, the spirits and lanterns of the 
community weren’t dimmed in the 
slightest. 

Residents gathered at the 
Kohan Garden with their handmade 
lanterns of all shapes and sizes 
before parading through the village 
to Bosun Hall, where cozy fires, tasty 
treats, and bumping music from DJ 
Adam Shaikh awaited. Lanterns were 
displayed, and attendees could vote 

for their favourites.
The beloved festival was kindled 

by New Denver resident Rosalie 
Bird during a cold winter night mid-
pandemic. Bird invited a few friends 
over to build paper lanterns, and 
from there it ignited organically and 
effortlessly into the community-wide 
event it is today. 

Last year, Bird passed the torch 
to the Slocan Lake Arts Council, 
who put the festival on hold to find 
its footing and figure out how to 
manage it.

“I was a little bit concerned 
that taking a year off would make it 

disappear from people’s memories,” 
Martine denBok, President of SLAC, 
told the Valley Voice. “But that didn’t 
happen at all. In fact, I think this was 
the biggest turnout we’ve had!”

In the Bird tradition, SLAC 
hosted five free lantern-making 
workshops in January for the 
community to create colourful and 
inventive lanterns to light up the 
night. 

“It’s a lovely opportunity for us 
to create a spark of creativity, and an 
invitation for people to be creative in 
building their lanterns,” said denBok. 
“It’s such a beautiful festival and I 
think that it’s super important for 
people to still be creating community 
in the slower months of the year, 
when it can be more difficult.”

SLAC had no problem recruiting 
volunteers to the committee formed 
to organize the event, which included 
some original Spark board members 
like Roni Jurgensen. Having 
experienced planners eased the 
transition and helped ensure Spark’s 
success this year, said denBok. 

“I want to thank our community 
for coming out and being so creative 
and supporting the festival, especially 

families,” said denBok. “It’s really 
wonderful to see all the kids coming 

out. And big thanks to all our 
volunteers for making it happen.” 

New Denver lantern festival sparks creativity and community
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Bin Li with ‘Firenza’ (aka Rosalie Bird) at Spark in the Dark.

Spark in the Dark Lantern Festival took place January 31 in New Denver.

The kids love Spark in the Dark!
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OPINION

Open letter to 
Nakusp Village 
council

Choosing to sell the Old Firehall 
and the Kinship Building in Nakusp 
to create reserve funds for other 
Village-owned assets; and choosing 
to treat the Kinship Society and the 
Old Firehall Collective unequally – 
why has the Village not offered to 
hold the mortgage for the Firehall, 
the way they are on record offering to 
do so for the Kinship Building? Have 
the council and the CAO upheld their 
fiduciary duty with respect to fairness, 
transparency, reasonableness and 
mandate?  Maybe this issue should 
be tabled until the election this fall 
instead of rushing forward.

Catherine Brochu
Nakusp

Lack of public 
input in Nakusp

On February 23, the Old Firehall 
Collective in Nakusp will be making 
a presentation to Village council 
regarding the sale of the old firehall 
building. Was the public asked if 
they wanted to sell this publicly 
owned asset? No, the decision to 
sell this asset was made in a closed-
door meeting with no public input. 
Was there an impact study done 
to see how vulnerable populations 
or small businesses in our village 
would be affected by this sale? 
Again, the answer is NO. Maybe this 
issue should be tabled and made an 
election issue this October.

Carolina Dalgleish
Nakusp

Everlasting Fred 
Dutoff 

It’s with both sadness and 
fondness that I acknowledge my 
friends Pearl, Matt and their family 
and staff at the store.

I once telephoned Fred at the 
ungodly hour of 5:30 am while my 
neighbour and I were unsuccessfully 
holding back the groundwater 
coming up the basement. Within 
two and a half minutes of being on 
the phone, we were both on our way 
to the store to get me a couple sump 
pumps.

I think that’s the epitome of being 
human. I think that represents Fred’s 
fullness of spirit.

If Fred and his family had 
never decided to open up the Home 
Hardware in Winlaw, I never would 
have started up this local handyman 
business.

Thanks and kudos to the 
Dutoff family for their illustrious 
contributions to the many.

Marc Heroux
Lemon Creek

Another day in 
Kaslo

Thousands of  years  ago, 
relentless grinding ice tore into a 
river valley, which formed into the 
deep and cold lake we have today. 
Our land has old and deep bones, 
which we have delved into, digging 
up pitchblende and silver and lead 
and zinc and copper and gold and 
talc and asbestos and mariposite and 
manganese. We live at the junction 
points between millions of years-old 
volcanic island arcs and continent, 

smashing and dancing, alchemically 
mixing and birthing new forms. The 
grit rubbed off by the retreating 
ice formed dams on the new lake, 
diverting flows. In time, even water 
wears away rock. These old and 
deep bones rise and break, melt 
and change. And it is all here to see 
for all. Especially the heart-shaped 
rocks. Just another day in Kaslo.

Mattie Saunders
Kaslo

Davos and them 
all

Although we all know that the 
polar ice and glaciers are melting, 
the wildfires all over the world have 
increased in intensity and frequency, 
the ocean levels are on the rise, 
the world’s human population is 
increasing to ever greater density, 
the demand for energy worldwide 
is increasing at an exponential rate 
– ever more people demand ever 
more comfort, entertainment, and 
extraordinary excitement.

But we lose ever more food-
producing land, clean water, and 
clean air – the most essential 
elements for our lives.

Artificial intelligence is predicted 
to develop ways and means to 
evolve ever smarter brains than 
our own human ones to solve all 
our present problems. The experts 
predict, in a new meaning of the 
word ‘singularity,’ a state in which 
artificial intelligence has caught 
up with our human intelligence 
and become able to manage all our 
problems of survival in about the 
year 2100 (some say 2050).

Will climate change hold off so 
long for us to survive? Nobody in 
Davos seems to think about that. 
They seem to think all goes on as 
always. But none of them can see 
around the corner.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Selling 
community 
buildings in 

Nakusp
I find it quite concerning, in a 

number of ways, that the Village 
council of Nakusp has taken it 
upon themselves to sell two of 
our community assets: Kinsmen 
Building and the Old Firehall. Both 
of these buildings serve the Nakusp 
community in many ways that 
benefit the Village at large as they 
are community hubs with many 
services operating out of them, i.e. 
youth centre, yoga, craft sales, soup 
kitchen, etc. These buildings are no 
cost to the Village for maintenance 
and upkeep.

My first concern is – when did 
the Village council get the mandate 
from the residents to sell our assets?

Second, there were no public 
forums or community information 
gatherings in order to garner consent 
to sell our assets.

Third, once these assets are sold, 
we will never be able to replace them, 
and we will lose two very important 
community gathering centres.

Finally, how is ‘stealing from 
Peter to pay Paul’ a commonsense 
solution from a very capable 
Village council? To me, that’s very 
concerning.

Vincent Fenton
Nakusp

Forestry has lost 
public trust

It is almost laughable and 
certainly not believable, the new 
scheme Forestry has come out with. 
They have transgressed the sanctity 
of all creatures, left desolation in the 
forests for the sake of a paycheque, 
keep devising new squirm-holes 
to avoid responsibility, pretending 
they care, know, and want public 
input. They have burnt millions of 
tree years and creatures seeking 
shelter in slash piles, and pretend that 
plantations are forests.

We have seen schemes from the 
Old Growth Management projects to 
professional reliability bullshit. The 
blame is always shifted to climate 
change when the real name for 
climate change is utter deforestation. 

A forest already knows how, without 
the bulldozers and earth-turning 
and churning ‘soil rehabilitation’ 
implementation insanity. 

Forestry, you have lost public 
trust. Shame for betraying the 
profession and the moral guidelines 
of this profession, and above all, 
the betrayal of the very entity that 
keeps the cycles working. Entire 
watersheds led to waste, bombed 
out, clearcuts baking in the sun, 
washing into rivers with rain, but 
NO, it wasn’t us.

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Let Nakusp 
voters decide

The residents of Nakusp deserve 
to know why the current council and 
administration are treating tenants of 
various Village-owned properties so 
differently.

Tenants in the Centennial 
Building now have reserve funding 
built into their lease agreements, with 
the additional costs built into their 
core funding. This same provision 
has not been offered to the tenants of 
the Old Firehall or Kinship Building. 
Why not?

The Village is on record saying 
they are willing to hold the mortgage 
for the Kinship Society, but that same 
offer has not been made to the Old 
Firehall Collective. Why not?

Meanwhi l e ,  t he  Nakusp 
Recreation Complex and Arena, 
with its falling-apart and not-Interior-
Health-approved kitchen, have no 
dedicated reserve fund set up at all. 
Again, why not?

This differential treatment is 
unfair and improper. To have voted 
in secret to pursue a course of action 
that is destructive and harmful to this 
community and its residents is just 
shameful.

The respectful thing is to stop 
this process now, and let the voters 
decide at the election later this year.

Tanya Stockand
Nakusp

Argenta Face 
worth preserving

I am not from the Kootenays but 
believe those of us who care about 
nature need to stand together for 
places we care about. I urge the BC 
government to include the Argenta 
Face within the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy. This remarkable area 
is one of the last intact wilderness 
regions in BC, home to grizzly 
bears, mountain goats, wolverines, 
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continued from page 4
and countless bird species such as 
golden eagles and western tanagers. 
Its old-growth forests and pristine 
watersheds provide critical habitat 
for these species, yet the area faces 
growing pressure from development 
and resource extraction. Protecting 
the Argenta Face is not just an 
environmental necessity – it’s an 
investment in our future. Wilderness 
areas support tourism, create 
local jobs, and strengthen climate 
resilience by storing carbon and 
reducing the risk of floods, fires, and 
erosion. Unlike short-term resource 
extraction, conservation delivers 
lasting economic and cultural 
benefits. I personally have visited 
this area many times as a tourist.

Adding the Argenta Face to the 
Conservancy aligns with BC’s and 
Canada’s commitment to protect 
30% of our land and water by 
2030. Let’s act now to safeguard 
this irreplaceable ecosystem for 
generations to come.  

Allan Street
Kelowna

Gun buy-back
The federal government has 

banned over 2,200 makes and models 
of rifles and shotguns, claiming 
that they are assault-style rifles and 
should be banned. For a lot of years, 
they were legal to buy and own. Now 
they want to take them away from 
legal law-abiding citizens and maybe 
or maybe not pay gun owners for 
them. They will spend $200 million 
dollars and hope to get 130,000 
guns. Numerous police forces and 
organizations say that taking those 
guns away from legal law-abiding 
citizens will do nothing to curb crime 
and make the public safe, as the guns 
being used to commit crimes are 
illegal guns smuggled in from the 
USA and criminals will continue to 
be able to get illegal guns even after 
they have taken the guns away from 
legal gun owners. It’s been suggested 
that the federal government should 
put that money to better use, to crack 
down on the criminals and on gun 
smuggling.

What would also help is if the 
courts cracked down on the criminals 
committing crimes with guns and 
crime in general by giving them 
stiffer penalties. The soft-on-crime 
government we have now only 
encourages criminals to commit 
crimes, as they know they will get 
very little punishment. Criminals 
are getting so bold that they are 
even committing crimes in broad 
daylight. Just one example of that 

is all the daylight smash and grabs 
that are happening to stores across 
the country.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

Response to 
‘Monster’s Ball,’ 
January 29

I write in response to Todd Allen’s 
‘Monster’s Ball’ of January 29. 
People, please, can we stop pointing 
the finger? To claim superiority 
over another is the original barbaric 
impulse that has led us to our current 
and long-standing situation. To say, 
‘What do they know?’ is positive 
evidence of our own ignorance. To 
say, ‘We are morally upright and 
they are depraved’ only leads all 
parties in to the abyss. Further, and 
most insidiously, the idea that wealth, 
always temporary, grants US the 
right to meddle is misguided at best. 
The road to hell is paved with good 
intentions. I believe that predates 
the Bible.

No, Canada should not sell 
military hardware to Israel or 
Ukraine but they do and there’s not 
a damn thing anyone can do about it. 
Except, perhaps, to await our turn in 
the karmic maelstrom.

Before the US invaded Iraq in 
2003, millions upon millions of 
people hit the streets to protest that. 
But we all know what happened. 

To get off the merry-go-round 
of humanities’ cyclic experience 
takes a lot of guts. Vanquishing the 
ego-based perspective is not for the 
faint-hearted. But the eternal verities 
hold, at least as a beacon.

Bringing it all back home… 
I heard on the radio that the 
government spent $7 million to 
slaughter 300 ostriches. And you 
think the situation in the Middle East 
is crazy?

To an objective observer, the 
world we live in, and make, is 
certifiably insane. The only goal in 
life, then, would have to be sanity 
itself. In that matter, each person is, 
definitively, on their own. 

We are all absolutely connected 
and absolutely alone.

Kris Wheeler
Slocan Park

Idaho Peak Road
If someone tries to sell you a car, 

but won’t tell you the price, would 
you buy the car? Well, Forestry 
wants to sell you an alternate Idaho 
Peak Forest Service Road without 
telling you anything except that the 
original road has private property 
going through it. It sounds like they 

would have to buy those properties. 
No, they wouldn’t! It’s a section 4 
road under the Highway Act. No 
landowner can stop the traffic on that 
road. If there were an issue, why has 
it never come up before?

I have been told by someone who 
is very familiar with road building 
and Idaho Peak FSR that they feel it 
could be back to its original condition 
for under $100,000, possibly 
$50,000. It would not be up to current 
BC road building standards, but why 
would that matter? None of the rest 
of the road is either and remember, 
it’s lasted eight or nine decades at 
least. We are coming to the sixth 
year of it being closed. Do you think 
if the road from Kootenay Lake to 
Kokanee Glacier had a relatively 
small washout it would stay closed 
for six years?

So why are they looking for 
alternate or no route? Who asked 
them to? Is it timber, minerals, 
private interest groups? We deserve 
to know! They say they are working 
on it. They have been saying that 
for six years and I’ve seen nothing. 
Give us an open meeting so you can 
explain it to us.

A new road won’t be safer 
because it will join in below the 
worst part of the old road. More 
traffic could mean worse parking 
problems at the top.

People, please call government 
representatives, Minister of Forests, 
local forestry representatives. Tell 
them to fix the washout and have 
it open this year! No more excuses, 
and no more misleading information! 
The private property has no impact 
or cost.

It’s time to remind them they 
work for us.

Don Broughton
Silverton

Ten years of 
Trudeau

Ten long years of Justin Trudeau 
as prime minister has cost Canada a 
large fortune, one that we will pay 
in debt charges for years to come.  
Federal and provincial interest 
payments on debt for 2025/26 are 
estimated to be about $92.5 billion.

Total healthcare spending 
in Canada is expected to reach 
approximately $372 billion in 2024. 
That works out to about $9,054 per 
Canadian.

$372 billion goes into healthcare 
in Canada but the patient outcomes 
are dismal because of a bloated 
five-layer government system. Each 
province has its own healthcare 
spending and planning; there is no 

national strategy, which is a real 
expensive shame. Each province 
and territory tries to have a great 
healthcare system but they often 
struggle. Around six million 
Canadians don’t even have a 
doctor, obvious signs the system 
is collapsing on itself. Since no 
federal or provincial government will 
actively admit failure and try and fix 
it, we stumble along with this slowly 
grinding system failure.

Around 67,000 Canadians are 
homeless as one stat, point-in-time. 
Around 235,000 is roughly how 
many experience homelessness in 
a year. Most provinces don’t collect 
this data. Canada has no national 
law requiring provinces/territories to 
track homelessness in a standardized 
way. The true number of Canadians 
who experience housing instability 
each year is likely higher, especially 
when hidden homelessness is 
included, like people couch surfing, 
living in their car/RV or in the bush. 
You can’t tackle homelessness 
effectively without good data, and 
right now, Canada’s reporting gaps 
make even the known numbers 
conservative.

Trudeau’s pension and post 
benefits: around $200,000. Staff, 
office, and travel allowances: about 
$100,000–$200,000/year for life. 
Total lifetime cost to taxpayers: $10 
million.

Canada has accumulated the 
largest federal debt in its history, and 
servicing costs are now structurally 
embedded into future budgets. Most 
provinces carry record debt levels, 
and while some have posted short-
term surpluses, structural balanced 
budgeting has become rare. Rising 
interest costs now threaten core 
services across Canada. No province 
is immune.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

David and 
Danielle

David Eby is continuing to play 
dangerous games with Danielle 
Smith’s proposed oil pipeline that 
threatens the northern coastal waters 
of our province, and the lives of the 
people who live there. Those people 
have been perfectly clear... they 
say NO. We have all been taught 
that NO MEANS NO, but to some 
money-grubbing capitalists like the 
premier of my birth province, no 
means ‘more beer.’ She refuses to 
take no for an answer and will go to 
any lengths to cajole or force those 
people to risk their lifestyles for the 
financial benefit of HER province.

David, on the other hand, refuses 
to stick with NO, calling the latest 
meeting with Danielle and Mark 
productive, thereby waffling the 
welfare of our north coast people. 
He is also lobbying the feds to give 
us more immigrants so as not to lose 
our wonderful status as Canada’s 
third largest province. Urban people 
love having a lot of other people to 
line up behind for any diversion. I 
have been to Quebec and Ontario. 
They are crawling with people. 
Multi-lane highways are full of 
cars that pay little or no attention 
to speed restrictions, or road safety. 
He will gladly make us all more 
miserable in order to maintain or 
enhance his political power. Don’t be 
fooled – increasing our population to 
keep ahead of the Jones’s next door 
will not improve the lives of the 
citizenry. How about we get busy 
and arrest and deport the people we 
have already welcomed to Canada 
before we start welcoming more, 
and convince them to arrest and 
deport the people we have already 
welcomed to come to Canada, who 
have busied themselves extorting 
the people of Surrey, before we start 
welcoming more.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Just what does 
the NDP stand 
for?

A par ty  that  ca l l s  i t se l f 
democratic is not. A three-member 
vetting committee of the NDP, 
whose identities are unknown, has 
decided not to allow Yves Engler to 
run for the leadership of the party. 
The Engler campaign has over 1,000 
supporters, has put out a platform, 
and had raised the $100,000 to enter 
the race. It was prepared to make the 
NDP relevant to Canadian voters.

Sadly, as in Tom Mulcair’s time, 
the party is turning away from the 
NDP’s activist role and attempting 
to run a safe campaign wooing 
moderate, centralist-minded voters. 
From 2012-15 the NDP was the 
opposition party in parliament. In 
the 2015 election, Mr. Mulcair led 
the party to a disappointing third-
place finish. Upon his exit from 
politics, Mulcair delivered a double 
cross to many of his supporters. Mr. 
Mulcair said he always was a staunch 
supporter of Israel and NATO.

That is nothing new. Yves Engler 
writes, in a December 10, 2025 post 
on yvesengler.com: “Over the past 
15 years, the NDP has blocked/

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
undercut/removed dozens, probably 
over a hundred candidates because 
they stood up for Palestinian rights.” 
At the November 27 leadership 
debate, there were no questions about 
Gaza, which was undergoing brutal 
winter weather at the time. There 
were no questions about the costs of 
Carney’s radical militarism.

Yv e s  E n g l e r  a s k s  s u c h 
questions. The vetting committee 
claimed to have credible evidence 
of harassment, intimidation, and 
physical confrontation. Mr. Engler 
strictly adheres to the principle of 
non-violence. He states, “These 
people make decisions affecting 
millions and must face public and 
rigorous scrutiny.” Does the NDP 
not like him holding those people 
to account?

Just what does the NDP stand 
for? It is quick to call for sanctions 
on Iran but does nothing to condemn 
Israel. NATO spending will eat up 
all the money for the NDP’s social 
programs. NATO’s confrontational 
policies will probably lead to war. 
All the while the NDP sits idly by not 
allowing people into the party who 
can do something about this.

The campaign was not done yet. 
Activist Bianca Mugyeni stepped 
forward to take Engler’s place. 
Another $100,000 was raised. Would 
she bring meaningful debate into the 
party? Again, the vetting committee 
voted NO, putting the party on the 
path to irrelevance.

Who ever heard of a vetting 
committee stopping a social 
movement? The ball is in the NDP’s 
court now. It can get rid of the vetting 
committee and run an open election 
or face its demise.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Edgewood and 
the Universal 
Ostrich Farm

This was never about science.
It was about delay, defiance, and 

money.
Once a federally reportable 

disease was confirmed, the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) was 
legally required to act. There was no 
discretion, no political choice, and 
no hidden agenda. The law is clear.

Universal Ostrich Farm (UOF) 
chose not to comply.

That single decision triggered 
everything that followed: court 
actions, enforcement orders, RCMP 
involvement, prolonged biosecurity 

risk, and millions of dollars in public 
expense. Not because the CFIA 
wanted a fight – but because UOF 
forced one.

While neighbouring farmers 
worried about their livestock, their 
livelihoods, and the health of their 
families, UOF turned the crisis into 
a revenue stream.

They fundraised through 
mail campaigns, online donation 
platforms, legal crowdfunding, 
merchandise sales, and paid social 
media influencer appearances. 
Every delay created more time to 
collect money, more outrage to 
monetize, and more pressure to 
deflect accountability.

As the dispute dragged on, it was 
deliberately reframed as a political 
battle rather than a regulatory one. 
Public officials, advocacy groups, 
and online influencers were drawn 
into a narrative of ‘government 
overreach,’ turning a biosecurity 
enforcement action into a symbol 
for broader political grievances. 
This shift did not change the law or 
the facts – but it amplified division, 
hardened positions, and made 
resolution far more difficult. What 
began as a public health response 
was transformed into a culture-war 
issue, fuelling anger and prolonging 
the conflict.

I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o 
acknowledge the real pain and loss 
experienced by those at Universal 
Ostrich Farm. Losing animals – 
whether viewed as livestock or 
companions – can be deeply 
traumatic. No one should dismiss 
the emotional toll of watching years 
of work, care, and identity disappear. 
Compassion for their grief, and 
recognizing their pain does not 
diminish the harm suffered by others.

For more than 30 years, these 
ostriches were a commercial 
operation – raised, bred, processed, 
and sold as meat, pet food, oils, 
cosmetics, eggs, and byproducts. 
They were inventory. They were 
income.

To now rebrand them as ‘our 
babies’ is not truth – it is emotional 
manipulation. You cannot profit from 
livestock for decades and then deny 
what they were when regulation 
arrives.

There was no stolen science. 
There were no controlled trials. 
There was no peer-reviewed 
research. There was only a story – 
used to delay enforcement and resist 
responsibility. This did not expose 
corruption. It exposed what happens 
when profit is placed ahead of public 

safety.
What is too often ignored is the 

human cost.
CFIA staff, local veterinarians, 

municipal employees, RCMP 
officers, neighbours, small business 
owners, and community members 
were targeted simply for doing their 
jobs – or for refusing to support 
UOF’s narrative. People were 
doxed. Home addresses were posted. 
Harassing calls and messages were 
sent. Death threats were made. 
Families were threatened.

These  were  not  faceless 
institutions. They were parents, 
partners, seniors, and workers 
who had no role in the original 
decisions—yet were made to live 
in fear.

Now that the ostriches have 
been culled, that chapter is over. But 
instead of allowing the community to 
heal, UOF has redirected its attacks 
toward the CFIA itself – blaming the 
very agency required by law to act, 
and attempting to dismantle it for 
doing its job.

This pattern must stop before 
someone is seriously hurt. We need 
peace in our small village again. A 
resolution needs to be made to end 
this, and we need your help to do so.

We are a small village. We cannot 
continue to live under siege because 
a few people refuse to accept the 
outcome and move on. Harassment is 
not advocacy. Threats are not justice. 
Intimidation is not truth.

People are right to ask: Is this 
simply another delay tactic—another 
way to keep the grift alive under a 
new banner?

A n g e r  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y 
endangerment. Grief does not excuse 
harm. There are victims on all sides 
– but those who were harassed, 
silenced, and threatened deserve to 
be acknowledged.

Our Canadians deserve the truth.
Debra Pion
Edgewood

A more
comprehensive
look at
destructive roads

R e g a r d i n g  y o u r  a r t i c l e 
‘Incomappleux FSR deactivation 
has huge impact on landowners 
and recreationists’ in the January 
29th edition, we must object to the 
opinion that roads are somehow a 
permanent fixture on the landscape 
and that ATVers and other motorized 
users have a ‘right’ to drive on them 

in perpetuity.
We see the deactivation of a 

forest service road that cuts deep 
into a now-protected area as a 
cause to be celebrated. Let’s take 
a deeper look at roads and consider 
the pollution they cause and their 
deadly impacts on wildlife both 
directly and cumulatively from 
habitat fragmentation.

First of all, there’s the outright 
mortality. We’ve all felt bad seeing 
a dead deer or a squished snake or 
some other unfortunate creature 
dead on a road. But we swerve 
and drive on, quickly erasing such 
unpleasantness from our minds. Wild 
animals don’t have that luxury.

And it’s not just their outright 
mortality (getting hit and killed), 
it’s much worse than that. Take the 
cumulative effect of noise and dust 
and toxic exhaust fumes, then add the 
particles shed from our vehicles: tire 
wear, droplets of toxic antifreeze and 
windshield washer fluid, particulates 
from diesel fuel... all settling on every 
motorized road surface and washing 
into the surrounding watercourses 
with each rainfall and snow melt.

Add to that the toxic road 
surface itself gradually wearing 
away, shedding asphalt and paint. 
Collectively, it’s a toxic slurry of 
relentless runoff, year after year 
polluting our rivers and streams. Or 
consider 6PPD-quinone (6PPD-q), 
a toxic chemical created when tire 
particles break down. It washes into 
waterways with every rainfall and 
is lethal to fish and toxic to other 
aquatic species.

But roads’ most enduring impact 
is habitat disturbance. The traffic 
on roads adds up to a cumulative, 
persistent disturbance to wildlife and 
the fragmentation of their habitat. 
Research shows that sensitive 
wildlife such as grizzly bears, 
especially mothers with cubs, will 
avoid roads that have even a low 
amount of use.

When you consider the tentacle-
like spread of roads across the 
landscape as humans push ever 
deeper into what little wilderness 
remains on this earth, you have a 
disaster for sensitive wildlife. On the 
numerous backcountry roads in this 
area (usually gravel or dirt), people 
sit atop machines such as jeeps, side-
by-sides, all-terrain vehicles, gators, 
dirt-bikes, trucks, snowmobiles – the 
list of motorized off-road vehicles 
goes on – to blissfully pollute their 
way through beautiful natural habitat 
and in doing so degrade the very 
thing they came to experience. 

It’s time for a radical rethink 
about roads; time to stop thinking 
they’re some sort of inherent right. 
There are plenty of backcountry trails 
and roads already for ATVers, lots of 
places already for them to get their 
kicks scaring wildlife and burning 
polluting fossil fuels.

An independent study by 
b io log i s t  J a red  Hobbs  and 
commissioned by the Wilderness 
Committee and the Sierra Club of 
BC found that for amphibians and 
reptiles, roads are the greatest factor 
in habitat loss and degradation. 
From the study: “When it comes 
to both the reptile case study... and 
the amphibian study.... the report 
found that transportation and service 
corridors (roads, highways and 
railways) are the main cause for 
population declines. Shockingly, 
there are no legal mechanisms to 
protect these animals from highways 
or roads, as the Highway Act does not 
mention environmental values within 
its legislation.”

We humans have a lot to reckon 
with in terms of our love of our 
instant personal mobility, our use 
of polluting backcountry toys like 
ATVs, snowmobiles and other 
off-road vehicles, and the overall 
cumulative negative impact of our 
roads.

The very few humans who live 
in the Incomappleux area deserved 
better notice and better treatment 
from the provincial government 
authorities when that access road 
was deactivated and they should be 
compensated for their inconvenience. 
But beyond them and a bunch of 
ATV lobbyists, every frog, toad, 
bird, bat, bear – every other creature 
on earth – says: ‘hooray, one less 
road!’ In this instance we add: ‘thank 
you for closing and deactivating the 
Incomappleux Forest Service Road.’

Lorna Visser (Executive 
Director, Haven for Ecology)

Hills
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fireweed hub
Kitchen Smyles Microbakery pop-up every Monday
from 10-2. Light lunch, coffee etc. also available. Info
& bakery pre-orders:  kitchensmyles@hotmail.com  

Cooking Workshop provided by Chef Ciraj of
Kootenay Tamil Kitchen Sun. Mar. 1, 1-4 pm. Free,
sign-up required: manager@fireweedhub.ca 

Main Street at 305 6th Ave, New Denver
Stay up to date by subscribing to our 

e-newsletter. Sign up at fireweedhub.ca
 Info & kitchen, zoom room or flex-space bookings

email manager@fireweedhub.ca

Elders’ Events every Tuesday from 10 am to noon:
Social time, coffee & snacks, occasional
presentations. Donations gratefully accepted. 

Wide Spot: Sunday Feb 22 discussion over
dinner, 5 pm: "Reclaiming Our Place"
facilitated by Therese DesCamp. FCFS, limited
seating.  By donation ($10 suggested).

Seniors Cooking Program, free for ages 55+. Cooking
budget friendly meals. Weds. 12pm - 2pm (Feb 18, 25 &
Mar 18, 25). sscott@cbal.org to register. 

NEWS

98 1st Ave NW Nakusp (250) 265-4911

going out of 

all inventory must go

Come By and Stock Up. 

Thank you for your patronage and 

support these last 5 years.

business

by Moe Lyons
A n e w  r e p o r t  w i t h  1 0 

recommendations on how to approach 
forest management in BC was released 
on February 2, to mixed reviews. 

Entitled, ‘From Conflict to Care: 
BC’s Forest Future,’ the report was 
put together by the Provincial Forest 
Advisory Council (PFAC) – an initiative 
under the agreement between the BC 
Green Party caucus and the NDP caucus, 
the Cooperation and Responsible 
Government Accord 2025.

Co-chaired by foresters Garry 
Merkel and Shannon Janzen, PFAC is 
described as “an independent Council 
tasked with providing recommendations 
to the BC government on advancing 
forest stewardship, while supporting 
communities and workers that rely on 
forests.”

The report recommends systemic 
change to BC’s forest management 
system – to address outdated systems, 
limited access to trusted public data, 
centralized, top-down decision making 
and structural misalignment.

“This isn’t about tinkering around 
the edges or adding more rules,” said 
Co-chair Janzen. “It’s about rethinking 
the system as a whole.”

The ten recommendations in the 
report are organized under four themes.

The first theme, transparency, 
includes three recommendations on 
establishing an independent, publicly 
accessible forest ecosystem inventory 
and data system. 

The second theme, regionalized 
land management, includes three 
recommendations on switching from a 
volume-based to an area-based approach. 
Regional forest management areas with 
long-term management plans would 
replace timber supply areas and the 
static timber supply review process. 
There would be management zones in 
the wildland urban interface, and wildfire 
risk reduction would be supported by a 
community forest resilience fund.

The third theme, independent 
oversight, has three recommendations, 
including establishing an independent 
forest oversight body to oversee 
the transition to the new system 
recommended in the report.

The fourth theme, program 
alignment, has one recommendation: to 
cease unaligned initiatives, starting with 
BC Timber Sales. BCTS and similar 
initiatives would be replaced by regional 
area-based land management, and the 
timber pricing system would reflect 
regional realities.
Reaction

So far, the logging industry is offering 
cautious support. The Truck Loggers 
Association released a statement, saying: 
“The TLA supports the overall direction 
of the report and its recommendations, 

New forestry report gets mixed reviews
including the shift from volume- to area-
based management, adopting regional 
forest management areas, increased 
community engagement, First Nations 
co-management, and improved focus 
and alignment across the sector.

“We look forward to reviewing 
the recommendations in greater detail, 
particularly in terms of how they align 
with the current crisis facing the forest 
industry, address high operating costs, 
and support the urgent need for access 
to fibre.”

Environmental groups for the most 
part have not been so positive.

Wildsight, an environmental 
organization with a regional team based 
throughout the Kootenays, says that the 
report highlights forestry problems, but 
political will remains the barrier to real 
reform.

“BC has been here before,” 
said Eddie Petryshen, Wildsight’s 
Conservation Specialist. “You can adjust 
planning units, add oversight, or collect 
more data, but if authority and influence 
continue to flow from the same place, 
outcomes will not change.”

Wildsight says the report does 
not effectively align with existing 
c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  i m p l e m e n t 
the Old Growth Strategic Review 
recommendations and Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Health Framework. Missed 
opportunities in the report, Wildsight 
says, include tenure reform and 
addressing the failure of the professional 
reliance system.

The Wilderness Committee says the 
review “misses the mark completely. 
The policy framework that prioritizes 
timber as the highest value consideration 
remains intact, which means the most 
threatened forest ecosystems remain on 
the chopping block.”

“This report acknowledges that the 

status quo isn’t working, but it fails to 
address the root cause of both public 
conflict and economic instability, which 
is that the logging industry continues 
to cut down forests that cannot be 
replaced,” said Wilderness Committee’s 
Forest Campaigner Tobyn Neame. “The 
problem isn’t caused by a lack of reports 
or recommendations or incomplete data, 
but by the fact that the Province won’t 
limit logging in the most at-risk forests.”

The Sierra Club states that the new 
report does not discuss the urgent need 
for logging deferrals for the most at-risk 
old growth in the province, nor the long-
overdue Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Health framework.

“This report talks about care, but 
it doesn’t deal with the bleeding,” said 
Jens Wieting, Sierra Club BC’s senior 
policy and science advisor. “The most 
endangered old-growth forests in BC 
are still being logged every day, and 
the PFAC report offers no immediate 
steps to address loss of biodiversity or 
forestry jobs.”

Sierra Club BC is calling on the 
provincial government to treat the 
PFAC report as a prompt to finally act 
on commitments already made.

“BC does not need another vision 
document,” said Shelley Luce, Sierra 
Club BC’s associate director and 
campaigns director. “It needs the political 
will to act on the science, honour its 
commitments, and protect the forests 
that communities and future generations 
depend on.”

Meanwhile, the Green Party’s 
response is mostly favourable. “This 
offers a monumental reset for British 
Columbia’s forests,” said Rob Botterell, 
MLA for Saanich North and the Islands. 
“Implementing the recommendations of 
this report would usher in modern forest 
management that meets the moment.”

Their support, however, is not 
without reservations. They note in their 
press release that the report “does not 
directly address immediate protection 
of BC’s last remaining old growth in 
a manner supported by First Nations 
– something the BC Greens see as 
essential. The report does, however, build 
on the Old Growth Strategic Review and 
it centres the many systemic changes 
needed to safeguard primary forests.”

The BC Conservative Party, on the 
other hand, has no use for the report 
altogether and attacks it as more caving 
into DRIPA, or Indigenous lobbying. 
Their press release is headlined: ‘Hope 
for forestry completely shattered after 
another provincial review driven by 
DRIPA.’

“Forestry workers can’t wait through 
another round of reports,” said Ward 
Stamer, Conservative Critic for Forests. 
“Without immediate action to address 
fibre access, permit delays, and cost 
pressures, the NDP is entrenching a 
DRIPA-driven approach that risks 
pushing forestry in British Columbia 
towards zero. This government is 
showing British Columbians that the 

needs of the few outweigh the needs of 
the many.”

How much difference all of this 
will make is a big question. Several 
media sources report that Forest 
Minister Ravi Parmar would not 
commit to implementing the report’s 
recommendations, telling reporters that 
he has to consult with other ministries.

“Government will be looking at 
those recommendations in detail and 
as part of the broader work that we’re 
doing to restore confidence in British 
Columbia’s forest sector,” he said.

The 80-page report can be viewed 
at pfac.ca.

SIGN THE 
PETITION

A petition calling on the Province 
to follow through on stewardship and 
industry promises can be found at 
protecbcforests.ca. An article about 
the petition, ‘Two local experts take 
strong stand on BC forestry practices,’ 
was published in our January 29 issue, 
page 17.
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CONSULTATION FOR A
PEST MANAGEMENT PLAN

Pest Management Plan Number RDCK-PMP-2026/2031
The RDCK is renewing a Pest Management Plan and will submit the plan for approval under the Integrated Pest 
Management Act. This Plan will describe a Mosquito Control Program using Integrated Pest Management, including 
the use of insecticides.
Purpose: Mosquito Control for the purpose of nuisance control.
Application Method: Treatment of mosquito larva development sites by hand and aerial application.
Location: The areas to be included in this Pest Management Plan application are limited to public and private lands 
within the following existing program areas:
• The floodplain area below the Duncan Dam, between the south end of Duncan Lake and the   
north end of Kootenay Lake. Within this floodplain are the following communities: Duncan Dam,   
Meadow Creek, and Cooper Creek.
• Within the boundary of the RDCK bylaw 1642 for the Pineridge subdivision area
Pesticide: Yearly totals up to, but not exceeding:
• 1,000 ha with Vectobac 200 G (PCP No. 18158) (Bacillus thuringiensis var israeliensis)
• 1,000 ha with Vectolex CG (PCP No. 28008) (Bacillus sphaericus strain 2362 – 50 BsITU/mg)
• 1,000 ha with Vectobac FG+ (PCP No. 34734) (Bacillus thuringiensis var israeliensis)
A selection of insecticides has been chosen to increase the ability to target mosquito populations in the most 
environmentally responsible method possible. All products listed are registered in Canada for the intended use. 
Bacillus thuringiensis var israeliensis has been chosen to control larval mosquitoes in their development sites. 
These pesticides are target specific, non-residual, and non-toxic.
The RDCK will not treat the total area of all the products listed above but will choose the best method to treat with 
the least environmental impact. All products are registered for mosquito control in Canada.
This project will begin April 1, 2026 and be completed by March 31, 2031.

Regional District of Central Kootenay   Attention: Todd Johnston 
Mosquito Control Program    Phone: (250) 352-1523 202 
Lakeside Drive, Nelson, BC V1L 6B9
A person wishing to contribute information about a proposed treatment site, relevant to the development of the pest 
management plan, may send copies of the information to the applicant at the address above within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice.
Any member of the public wishing to view the application or associated material can do so online or by requesting a 
digital copy at the contact number above (arrangements can be made if digital access is not possible). If clarification 
is required regarding this application, please contact the applicant.

COMMUNITY

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Interior Health made its annual 
funding request to the local hospital 
board: that it contribute $3.7 million to 
its $9.2 million budget for investments 
in infrastructure, equipment, clinical 
systems, and digital health in the 
Kootenay Boundary region. 

Representatives from IH presented 
the 2026/27 capital funding request 
during the January 28 meeting of the 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District board. 

Lannon de Best, Executive Director 
of Clinical Operations in the West 
Kootenay and Boundary regions, 
highlighted some of the projects slated 
for the area.
Arrow Lakes Hospital

Arrow Lakes Hospital (ALH) in 
Nakusp will see $678,700 going towards 
to the LINK-ED pilot project, launched 
in December. The project blends in-
person care with virtual physician 
support to maintain stable overnight 
emergency services in rural areas. The 
pilot project includes four hospitals – 
Arrow Lakes, Lillooet, Princeton, and 
Dr. Helmcken Memorial in Clearwater. 
From 7 pm to 7 am, one physician works 
in-person at one of the four hospitals, and 
is available virtually to the other three. 
De Best reported that there’s been good 
feedback after one month of the project. 
On average, LINK-ED physicians care 
for three patients in-person, and two 
virtually. IH is asking WKBRHD to 
contribute $271,500 to continuing the 

Interior Health requests $3.7 million from hospital board for capital projects
pilot project. 

$99,000 will also go towards 
upgrading the bathroom in Acute Room 
2 at ALH, for wheelchair accessibility. 
WKBRHD is being asked to contribute 
$39,600.
IH-wide projects

$819,400 of the budget is for IH-
wide digital health improvements, 
including infrastructure and cybersecurity 
upgrades, MEDITECH surgical 
module modernization, and improved 
distribution of electronic results. IH is 
asking the board to contribute $327,800.

Also, IH is planning to spend $1.1 
million to purchase equipment such as 
beds, monitors, and lifts. IH is asking 
WKBRHD to contribute $445,100.
Trail hospital projects

Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital (KBRH) in Trail is looking 
at three projects totalling $756,300, 
with WKBRHD asked to contribute 
$302,500. 

The first investment is for minimally 
invasive surgery towers, which are 
used for laparoscopic procedures (tube 
cameras). Technology has changed 
quickly, said de Best. Though the current 
towers are only seven years old, they’re 
already outdated. The new towers 
combine a camera and control unit 
with a powerful light source into one 
piece of equipment. The total budget is 
$406,600, with WKBRHD being asked 
to contribute $162,600.

IH would also like to purchase a 
thulium laser for KBRH. This emergent 
technology enhances the body’s ability 

to stop bleeding, which has significantly 
advanced urology procedures such as 
work on bladder tumours. The laser will 
cost $250,700, with $100,300 to come 
from the WKBRHD.

The lower main conditional power 
distribution at KBRH will see a switch 
gear from the 1970s replaced, to 
ensure reliable power distribution and 
uninterrupted patient care. This will cost 
IH $99,000, with WKBRHD funding 
$39,600.
Nelson projects

Kootenay Lake Hospital (KLH) in 
Nelson has three projects planned, with 
a total budget of $1.6 million ($662,800 
WKBRHD contribution). 

The first project is installing 
permanent doors for patient rooms in 
the emergency department to increase 
privacy, patient dignity, safety, and 
infection control. Currently, rooms 
are shield by three walls and a curtain. 
IH is requesting that WKBRHD fund 
$400,000 of the $1 million budget.

The second project is also for the 
emergency department: a door for the 
seclusion room. The current door is 
damaged and aging. A new door will 
cost $70,000, with WKBRHD picking 
up $28,000 of the tab. 

The third project is a physiological 
monitoring system. These bedside 
systems continuously monitor patient 
vitals and relay information in real time 
to the team station. WKBRHD would 
contribute $234,800 to the $587,000 
budget. 

New heating boilers are planned 

for Nelson Jubilee Manor, to the tune 
of $3.3 million. The current system is 
over 35 years old and at risk of emergent 
failure. IH is asking WKBRHD to fund 
$1.3 million. 
Castlegar projects

A new fire alarm system is planned 
for Castlegar & District Health Centre. 
The new system will integrate fully with 
the building security system. WKBRHD 
would fund $93,300 of this $233,200 
project.

‘Forestry is 
a solution’ 
campaign 
launched
submitted

A broad coalition of forestry 
workers, community leaders, and 
industry representatives officially 
launched a new province-wide platform 
at the BC Natural Resources Forum on 
January 20, ‘Forestry is a Solution.’

The coalition is asking British 
Columbians to voice their support for 
the workers and families that depend 
on forestry.

“British Columbia has the forests, 
the workers, and the expertise to lead 
the world, yet the sector currently faces 
significant headwinds from global 
competition, challenging operating 
conditions, and damaging US trade 
actions,” the coalition stated. “This 
campaign is about homegrown solutions 
that use our resources to solve our most 
urgent challenges – from building 
affordable housing to reducing wildfire 
risks in our backyard.”

The initiative centres on a new 
digital hub, forestryisasolution.com, 
which allows supporters to engage 
directly with provincial decision-makers. 
Through the site, British Columbians 
can show their support by signing a 
petition and sending a letter to their 
MLA, the Minister of Forests, and the 
Premier, urging immediate action to 
strengthen the sector.

The campaign outlines four key 
priorities for action: speed up access to 
economic wood by expediting permits 
and approvals; improve competitiveness 
by reducing administrative and 
regulatory burdens; fix BC Timber Sales 
to ensure a reliable and competitive 
supply of logs for mills and secondary 
manufacturing; support First Nations 
partnerships with the tools and capacity 
needed to expedite referrals and increase 
revenue sharing.

By focusing on these practical 
steps, the coalition believes BC can 
protect tens of thousands of family-
sustaining jobs and ensure rural, urban 
and First Nations communities remain 
economically strong.

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
forestryisasolution.com.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Silverton’s water and garbage 
rates are likely to increase by 10% 
this year. During a Committee of 
the Whole meeting on January 
29, council discussed an updated 
asset management report and recent 
contributions to reserve funds: the 
Village has been putting away a 
fraction of what’s needed to cover 
anticipated maintenance and repair 
expenses in the next five years. 

Staff is proposing a 10% increase 
to be proactive and begin addressing 
the Village’s low reserve funds. If the 
increase is approved, 2026 residential 
water rates would be $771, and 
garbage rates would be $213 – about 
$90 added to residents’ bills.

The Village has two statutory 
reserve funds: general and water. In 
2025, it contributed a total of $44,361 
to reserves – $34,361 to general, and 
$10,000 to water. Based on the asset 
management report, the average 
annual reserve contribution over five 
years ought to be $380,849.

The report also indicates that it 
would cost over $20 million to replace 
all the Village’s assets. Municipal 
buildings, parks, and recreation 
would cost the most to replace, eating 
up 44% of the $20 million. Water 
treatment and distribution is not far 
behind at 37.9%. Transportation 
assets are 14.7%, fleet and equipment 
are 1.5%, and natural assets are 1.8%.

Some assets are well cared-for 
and will exceed life expectancy, CAO 
Catherine Allaway told council, so 
the situation may not be as dire as 
the numbers indicate. However, the 
Village has only been contributing 
about 12% of what’s needed annually. 

Allaway said council  has 
inherited this situation; country-
wide, local governments are facing 
similar struggles. The Province 
has also indicated that the cost of 
providing services should be borne 
by the people benefiting from the 
service. The Village will access grant 
funding where possible, and leverage 
tax contributions, but Allaway said 
unfortunately much of the burden is 
going to fall on the taxpayer.

Council acknowledged that 
increases in recent years are adding 
up for residents. CAO Allaway said 
it’s never an easy choice, however 
staff believes a 10% increase for 

Silverton water and garbage rates to rise by 10%
water and garbage is reasonable and 
responsible, considering the situation.
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Custom 
built home 
on 1 acre in Nakusp. 

Should be seen. 
Call the owner for 

more information and 
options @ 

250-265-8943

submitted
Beneath the communities, farms, 

and ecosystems of the Columbia Basin 
lies a hidden lifeline: groundwater. A 
new scientific assessment commissioned 
by Living Lakes Canada finds that 
the majority of the region’s high-risk 
aquifers are unmonitored. This data gap 
limits the information available for long-
term water security planning.

The assessment, summarized in 
Living Lakes’s latest watershed bulletin, 
provides one of the most comprehensive 
looks at aquifers in the Basin to date. 

Groundwater report flags at-risk aquifers and monitoring gaps in the Columbia Basin
Aquifers – underground layers of rock, 
gravel, or sand that store groundwater 
– are a primary water source for many 
rural households, farms, and businesses 
in the region.

The findings show that 15% of 
mapped aquifers were flagged as high 
priority for monitoring based on factors 
such as water demand, proximity to 
communities, and agricultural use. 
Alarmingly, 80% of these high-priority 
aquifers are not currently monitored at 
all, despite their importance for local 
communities.

Several at-risk aquifer ‘hotspots’ 
critical to agricultural and community 
water supplies were identified, including 
the Baynes Lake area, the Sparwood and 
Fernie areas, and southwest of Golden. 
Another critical hotspot near Creston 
is already being monitored by Living 
Lakes and the Province of BC, while the 
remaining hotspot areas currently have 
no groundwater monitoring in place.

“For years, we’ve voiced concerns 
about groundwater uncertainty in our 
community,” said Stan Doehle, Area B 
Director of the Regional District of East 

Kootenay and resident of the Baynes 
Lake area. “To have that validated 
by a formal scientific assessment is 
incredibly powerful. This report shows 
the desperate need for the sustained 
monitoring we’ve been advocating for, 
and a path toward protecting our water 
for future generations.”

Groundwater monitoring helps 
predict whether a well’s water supply 
is declining and at risk of going dry – 
information that is critical for informed 
water-use decisions, particularly during 
drought. 

Through the Columbia Basin 
Groundwater Monitoring Program, 
Living Lakes partners with 32 well 
owners to track seasonal and annual 
changes in groundwater levels. This 
monitoring program has been designed to 
complement the eight wells monitored by 
the Provincial Groundwater Observation 
Well Network across the region.

The most recent watershed 
bulletin highlights the value of existing 
groundwater monitoring and summarizes 
findings from the assessment that will 
inform future decisions about where to 
focus new monitoring to address key 
data gaps.

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :  w w w.
livinglakescanada.ca

submitted
A new society dedicated to advancing 

workforce housing developments is now 
up and running in the Kootenays.

The Kootenay Workforce Housing 
Society will collaborate with local 
governments and First Nations; private 
developers and landowners; and other 
community-based housing providers 
to increase the supply of attainable 
housing for moderate-income working 
individuals and families within the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
and beyond.

The society was created by 
Community Futures Central Kootenay, 
a non-profit community economic 
development organization with a mission 
to help businesses be successful and 
communities to be economically healthy. 
Recognizing that a lack of housing has 
become a significant barrier to business 
growth and workforce retention in the 
region, Community Futures began 

New society launched to advance workforce housing in the Kootenays
exploring potential solutions.

Working alongside Greater Nelson 
Economic Development, Community 
Futures commissioned the Greater 
Nelson Housing Entity Study, which 
identified gaps in housing availability 
and highlighted the need for a 
dedicated organization to help advance 
collaborative housing projects.

“We learned that we could add value 
by creating a regional society that could 
partner on workforce housing projects 
and help move them forward,” said 
Andrea Wilkey, Executive Director of 
Community Futures Central Kootenay 
and a board member of the Kootenay 
Workforce Housing Society.

The new housing society will focus 
on advancing housing developments 
that support the region’s workforce, 
strengthen local economies, and help 
communities retain essential workers. 

To get started, the society has 
approached the City of Castlegar about 

the possibility of using city-owned land 
to locate its first workforce housing 
development project.

Kalesnikoff will partner with the 
society as its construction manager, 
overseeing project design, manufacturing 
and delivery. Traditionally known 
for its roots in forestry and wood 
manufacturing, Kalesnikoff has evolved 
into a leader in mass timber innovation. 
Through its mass timber division, 
the company is now expanding into 
prefabricated and modular construction 
services, supporting the delivery of 
housing projects from design through 
installation.

The society is issuing a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) to identify qualified 

and experienced organizations or 
individuals to provide housing operations 
and/or property management services for 
workforce housing developments. For 
information about the RFQ visit futures.
bc.ca/employment. 

This spring,  the Kootenay 
Workforce Housing Society will 
host a Building Attainable Housing 
Symposium. The event will bring 
together non-profit housing providers, 
building professionals, and community 
leaders to share practical, locally driven 
solutions to increase workforce housing 
across the region.

More information: futures.bc.ca/
workforce-housing.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Arrow and  Slocan  Lakes 
Community Services is optimistic that 
a new medical transport van will be up 
and rolling in the next month.

“We are so excited. It’s such a 
valuable service,” Tim Payne, Executive 
Director of ASLCS told the Valley Voice.

Donated in 2016 by the Arrow 
Lakes Health Care Auxiliary, ASLCS’s 
16-seat wheelchair accessible bus 
once travelled twice monthly to the 
Okanagan to bring folks to medical 
appointments in Vernon and Kelowna. 
The service was very popular and much 
needed, said Payne. When the bus was 
deemed no longer road worthy, ASLCS 
was in a scramble. A transportation 
committee formed, with all its efforts 
put towards trying to replace it.

Thanks to this hard work – and 
$25,000 from the RDCK, $25,000 from 
Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, 
and $50,000 from Columbia Basin 
Trust – ASLCS hopes to be offering 
transportation again very soon. 

Priority for the twice-monthly 
service to the Okanagan will still be 

New medical van in the works
given to seniors and those with medical 
appointments, but the van will welcome 
others if there’s room. It will also be 
used for the ASLCS volunteer driver 
network, which takes people to other 
locations, such as Castlegar and Trail.

The new van will have 8-10 seats 
and will be a hybrid, making the journey 
more economical. Payne said ASLCS 
never quite broke even on operating 
costs for the previous bus, as the 
agency subsidizes user costs as much 
as possible. 

“The last thing we want to do is 
create something that people can’t 
afford, so we always base everything 
we do on making it affordable for folks 
needing the service,” said Payne.

Fees for the new van are being 
worked out, but affordability is still top 
of mind. 

Since volunteer drivers keep the 
wheels turning, Payne hopes the smaller 
van will be more appealing – an extra 
license isn’t required like it was for the 
previous bus.

ASLCS is always seeking more 
volunteer drivers. For more information, 
visit aslcs.com/volunteer.
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Recruitment 
and Succession 

Planning in Rural 
Communities
After 10 years as the 

president of the Kaslo 
and Area Senior Citizens’ 
Society, the topics of 
volunteer recruitment, 
retention and succession 
planning often come up 
in our board discussions. 
Today, more than ever, it 
seems that having a strong 
and diversified board is 
essential to the health and 
longevity of our not-for-

The Board and Members of the Kaslo 
Senior Citizens’ Association

Would be honored if you would join us 
at our 

50th Anniversary Celebration

Date: June 2nd, 2023
Time: 11:30 am to 2:00 pm

Place: Kaslo Seniors’ Hall 304 - 4th 
Street & the Kemball Gardens

(directly across the alley)

Barbecue, Lunch and Tour of our 
newly renovated hall, with slide 

show presentation.

With Special Thanks to:

profit organizations. 
Living in a rural community, with a small population, there is 

competition for volunteers, who have life experiences and business skills 
that would be an asset to any board. 

I am pleased to report that our Kaslo Seniors board of directors has a 
good balance of volunteers who work together in harmony for the good of 
our organization. Our focus is to provide a safe and interesting environment 
for our membership. Our activities are member-driven and as a board we 
try to accommodate requests and suggestions from our members. 

At this year’s annual membership drive in November, we had 66 
renewals and 16 new members for a total of 82 people. These are healthy 
numbers for a small rural community of approximately 1,000 people. 

I want to encourage someone to step up and take on the role of president 
at our upcoming AGM and election on March 3rd. I hope to be able to 
share my experience as president with the next person who steps into my 
position. I would be happy to train up our next president and I plan on 
staying on the board, so that I can guide the next person into their new role. 

Louise De Pape, President
Kaslo And Area Senior Citizens’ Society

by Nikko Snyder
Shayna Scott has been hired 

by the Columbia Basin Alliance 
for Literacy (CBAL) as the new 
Community Literacy Outreach 
Coordinator for the Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes. She takes the reins 
from Theresa Tremaine, who 
moved away but is working with 
Scott through the transition. 

In her new position, Scott 

New Community Literacy Outreach Coordinator for Nakusp and New Denver
coordinates both adult and family 
literacy programs in Nakusp and 
New Denver.

“Getting the opportunity to plan 
and coordinate more programming 
and get more involved was 
exciting!” says Scott, who has 
worked with CBAL in Nakusp 
for the past five years, running 
programs like Songs & Rhymes and 
Little Explorers.

CBAL offers a variety of 
programs for children, families, 
and older adults, including: adult 
tech support (offered at the New 
Denver and Nakusp libraries), 
which helps people with everyday 
technology questions related to 
laptops, phones, and navigating 
online; seniors’ cooking classes 
(New Denver), which bring seniors 
together to prepare healthy meals in a 
welcoming group setting, with food 
to enjoy together and take home; 
Little Explorers (Nakusp), which is 
a preschool, outdoor-based learning 
program with crafts, scavenger 
hunts, and a variety of hands-on 
activities; Bridging Generations, 
which brings youth and seniors 
together for shared activities such 
as board games, gardening, and 
needlework in Nakusp.

CBAL also organizes events 
to celebrate Family Literacy Week 
(January 25-February 1, 2026), 
including a Nakusp waterfront Story 
Walk, getting older and younger 
children reading together through 
the Big Buddy Read, and fun family 
literacy activities at the Nakusp 
Library.

CBAL’s  work is  funded 
through a variety of local, regional, 
provincial and federal grants, 
including support from Decoda 
Literacy Solutions, Selkirk College, 
Columbia Basin Trust, and the 
provincial government’s Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Ministry 
of Post-Secondary Education and 
Future Skills. The organization also 

relies on local business donations 
to support the CBAL Books 4 
Kids fundraiser, as well as sales 
of Blue Sky Clothing Co. socks to 
support the Little Explorers program 
and books for Nakusp Food Bank 
holiday hampers.

Scott encourages community 
members to learn more about CBAL 
programs by visiting the Facebook 

page (Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy - Arrow and Slocan Lakes - 
Nakusp), community websites such 
as the Nakusp and Slocan Valley 
Chambers of Commerce, and by 
telling friends and family.

Scott can be reached directly by 
email at sscott@cbal.org, by phone 
at (250) 265-3736, or via CBAL’s 
Facebook page.

Shayna Scott is the new CBAL coordinator for the Arrow and Slocan Lakes.

submitted
The LV Rogers Grad Closet is 

a parent-led, community-supported 
initiative providing formalwear at no 
cost to graduating students across the 
West Kootenays. While connected 
to LV Rogers Secondary School in 
Nelson, the Grad Closet is open to 
graduates throughout the region.

What began as a small parent-run 
effort has grown into a sustainability-
focused program centered on reuse, 
access, and choice, with no stigma 

LV Rogers Grad Closet: Supporting West Kootenay 
graduates

attached. Students select outfits in a 
private, boutique-style space at South 
Nelson Elementary School.

Graduates may keep their outfits 
or return them to the closet, helping 
the collection continue to serve 
future students.

The Grad Closet is hosting open 
houses on Friday, January 30 from 
5 to 7 pm and on Saturday, January 
31 from 1 to 5 pm at South Nelson 
Elementary School, 814 Latimer 
street, Nelson (entrance on the 

Hendryx Street side).
For more information, email 

lvrgradcloset2026@gmail.com or 
follow the LV Rogers Grad Closet 
on Facebook and Instagram.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or 

Money Order to: Val-
ley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  

V0G 1S0



11February 12, 2026   The Valley Voice  COMMUNITY

submitted
What to cook for supper? 

A question faced by many 
cooks over the years. For the 
arrival of the first explorers 
to arrive in the Arrow Lakes 
region, the answer was simple 
– the choices were limited to 
venison, fish and whatever 
plants they could forage. 
Many a trapper, prospector or 
fortune hunter went to sleep 
with a full stomach, thankful 
for the generosity of the Sinixt 
people, who shared meat and 
fish and introduced them to 
camas tubers, a staple food 
for the area. These tubers were 
baked, mashed and made into 
a type of flatbread.

By the mid 1880s, a 
rail line from Revelstoke to 
Arrowhead was in place. 
Sternwheelers picked up both 
passengers and freight headed 
south to Nakusp and beyond. 
Cooks enjoyed access to a 
greater variety of ingredients 
while planning meals.

Nakusp now had a water 
delivery system, and two 
dairies operated, providing 
milk, butter and cheese. Most 
backyards had a vegetable 
garden with fruit trees. 
Chickens were common, 
providing meat and eggs. Sam 
Henry ran a market garden 
where the Spicer Farm is 
located, providing a variety 

Arrow Lakes Archives to help create 
family cookbooks February 17-20

Sloan, descendent of the Kirk family that arrived in Nakusp in 1910, stirring the pot.

of produce for residents and 
several hotels.

E x c e p t  f o r  M a r i o n 
Sutherland admitting she 
used rendered bear fat for her 
baking, most family recipes 
have been lost, the stories 
behind them gone, as are the 
old photos.

Don’t let this happen to 
your priceless family recipes 
and history. Let’s celebrate 
the culinary achievements of 
the past and the present by 
stirring up some excitement 
creating your own personal 
family cookbooks. Begin 
with the staples. Collect 
your recipes ranging from 
traditional to favourites 
including the bits and pieces 
written on an old envelope 
stuffed in a drawer. Next 
fold in some family photos 
showcasing traditions, events, 
trips, family celebrations and 
achievements. Add spice 
to your pot by dredging up 
family stories and anecdotes. 
Sprinkle with family trivia. 
Discover what recipes were 
loved and those a sibling 
quietly fed the dog under the 
table. Note: The prep time will 
vary. This collection is not to 
be rushed, let it stew. Simmer 
until done with some easy-to-
use software. The results will 
be both sweet and savoury.

T h e  A r r o w  L a k e s 

Historical Society is here 
to help you get started and 
guide you through the process 
beginning in March. Let us 
know if you are interested and 
we will begin to help you stir 
your own personal pot.

This year Heritage Week 
is February 16-20. Monday 
the 16th is Family Day, 
which gives you the perfect 
opportunity to have some 
preliminary conversations 
with your family and collect 
some stories of disasters 
and spectacular success. 
Bring those stories to the 
Archives, where you will 
have the opportunity to meet 
with volunteers for further 
brainstorming, organizational 
ideas, and to review our 
collection of historical 
local cookbooks for further 
inspiration. Our volunteers 
will be ready to work with 
you Tuesday through Friday 
10-12 and 1-3. This initial 
meeting will also allow us 
to set up a plan to continue 
working with you as your 
cookbook matures. We look 
forward to helping you stir 
up your own history and mix 
it into something delectable! 
If you can’t make it during 
these times, please call us to 
set up an appointment: 250-
265-0110.
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WEST KOOTENAY
FOOTBALL CLUB

SPRING REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

AGES 3 TO ADULT, KEEPER PROGRAM

FUN INCLUSIVE SOCCER FOR ALL

TEAMS IN SALMO, CRESCENT VALLEY,
WINLAW, SLOCAN, NEW DENVER,
NAKUSP, KASLO

JOIN NOW!
MORE INFORMATION:
WESTKOOTENAYFOOTBALL.COM

by Art Joyce
What began as a birthday party 

surprise for Dick Callison has 
long since become a Slocan Valley 
tradition – February 7 marked the 
33rd annual Winter Blues Boogie 
held as always in the Silverton 
Memorial Hall. Organized by Danika 

Winter Blues Boogie celebrates 33rd year of FUN 
Hammond and Katrina Sumrall, 
this year’s sold-out event featured a 
triple-band lineup with the Kootenay 
Renegades, Lisalicious and the return 
of the ever-popular Dr. Fun and the 
Nightcrawlers. Dr. Fun has been 
part of this tradition of fun from the 
beginning, livening up the winter 

doldrums. Best of all, funds raised 
from the event are used to support 
local community initiatives – this 
year for the Chamber of Commerce.  

The first sparks of the evening 
were struck by the Kootenay 
Renegades, comprised of father-
daughter duo Jon Burden and Holly 

Hyatt with drummer Steve Smith and 
saxophonist Clint Swanson. Drawing 
on his encyclopedic knowledge of 
blues history, guitarist Burden chose 
classic songs by Savoy Brown, 
Johnny Guitar Watson, Clarence 
Gatemouth Brown and other 
legendary artists. Hyatt provided 

her usual soulful vocals reminiscent 
of Bonnie Raitt while bassist Rob 
‘Dutchie’ van der Bandelaan stepped 
for a guest spot later in the set. 

Next up was Lisalicious from 
Nakusp, who premiered at last 
year’s Blues Boogie and were 

continued on page 13

Kootenay Renegades guitarist Jon Burden warmed up the crowd with a selection of blues-rock 
classics.
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Danika Hammond announced nominees for the first annual Business of the Year Award, 
sponsored by the Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce.
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Daniel 
Davidson 

Armstrong
Dec. 6, 1943 – Jan. 14, 

2026
Verdi’s anvil chorus rang out as 

Dan Armstrong entered the forge-
like heat of the Nelson crematorium, 
surrounded by friends. A bonfire 
had been an earlier farewell, as we 
said goodbye to friend, partner, 
brother, father, grandfather and great 
grandfather; the heat and fire a fitting 

tribute to the blacksmith who made such beautiful ironwork.
Dan was born in California, found his way to the Slocan Valley with his 

family and other young people in the late 1960s, became a Canadian citizen, and 
later explored his ancestral roots in Nova Scotia. Dan formed lifetime friendships: 
people loved his calm intellect combined with humour that came at you from round 
the corner. He lived for eight years with a rare type of leukemia, Waldenstrom’s 
Macroglobulinemia, which he challenged anyone to say properly.

In Winlaw, he and long-time friend Ron Woodward founded Pigweed Press, 
the first press in the Valley, and printed cards, calendars and books. In Vancouver, 
he worked at the Open Learning Agency. Later, Dan taught blacksmithing at 
the Kootenay School of Art, served on the boards of Valley View Golf Course, 
Riverwatch, the Vallican Whole Community Centre (where he crafted the beautiful 
front railings), the Dumont Creek Burial Society, and served as co-editor with Bonnie 
Evans of the iconic Slocan Valley Forest Management Report. He learned to play 
bass clarinet in the Slocan Valley Community Band, graced the Vallican Whole choir 
with his gorgeous tenor voice, for years drummed with local friends, and enjoyed 
his role in a small cooking duo, Geezers Rising. He loved kayaking, and he golfed 
(sometimes well) with par bro Craig Lawrence, who documented Dan’s sartorial 
attire (mostly plaid). And in his shop, he continued to encourage and inspire young 
blacksmiths. Dan created many beautiful railings, ornamental grills and more, and 
if there were medals for contemplation and procrastination, they would be gold.

Dan was father to six children: Chris Mahar (Nannette) from his first marriage 
to Terri Snow, and in his second marriage with Pat Morrison he was father to Liz 
Evans (Terry), Carolyn Eaton (Lubin van der Peet), Teri Jarret (d. 2010, married to 
Knob), David Eaton (Mindy Parfitt) and Amon Armstrong (Tamar Krigel). All his 
kids travelled to visit and help Dan in his last months. 

He had many grand and great-grandchildren: Sarah (m. Karlo; Arianna, 
Lucas), Matt, Alex, Dana (m. Henrik), Payton, Kyle (m. Kate; Quincy), Jackson, 
Miles, Thomas (Michael), Charly Kate (m. Gavin), Tyson, Will, Sydnie, Sinai, and 
Daryah. As well, nieces, grandnieces, and a grandnephew; Hilary (m. Britt; Ava), 
Sarah, Aubrey (Niko, Naia) and Robin (Diego); and second cousins Jeff and Mike, 
Matt and Tim.

Sister Connie Armstrong Beyerlin, brother Seth Armstrong (Alicia Gardner), 
cousins Liza Taft, Mary Norris (Carl) and Dave Taft supported Dan throughout his 
last months with wonderful visits and phone calls.

Dan and Rita Moir fell in love in 2002 and lived a rich community-based life 
together. Dan died in their Vallican home with Rita, their dog Piper and cat Amara, 
daughters Liz and Carolyn, and friend Alex Berland by his side.

Special thanks to all the family and friends for constant support, medical 
attention, dog walking, casseroles (and chicken soup!), music, long visits, laughter 
and love.

Thanks to the BC Medical system, the doctors and nurses and home support 
workers who cared for Dan, the Thompson Funeral Service in Nelson and the 
Dumont Creek Burial Society. 

Support to RARTS (Vallican Whole Community Centre), either as a volunteer 
or with a donation, may be made in Dan’s memory.  

Interment is set for 1 pm at the Dumont Creek Cemetery, followed by a memorial 
“Adieu” at the Vallican Whole at 3 pm, Sunday, April 26th. 

Winter Blues Boogie celebrates 33rd year of FUN 
brought back by popular demand. 
Featuring the vocals of actress and 
musician Lisa Dery, the band struck 
up a deep funk groove, resurrecting 
standards of the disco era such as 
Donna Summer’s ‘I Feel Love.’ The 
band’s rhythm section, especially its 
incredible bassist Stephane Fortin 
and New Denver-based drummer 
Dean Spankie, slotted into a lockstep 
groove that had dancers shaking 
their hips in joyous time. Guitarist 
Murray Peglar, an instructor at 
Selkirk College in his ‘other life,’ 
added rhythmic guitar accents. 
Bassist Fortin formerly toured with 
Blue Quarter and Jackfruit. The band 
will perform at the Nakusp Legion on 
February 14. 

Danika Hammond came onstage 
to announce the nominees for the 
first annual Business of the Year 
Award inaugurated in memory of the 
late Steve Hammond: Camp Café, 
Passmore Lab, Silverton Building 
Supplies, artist Petra Hekkenberg, 
Kassidy Butler’s fitness, and the 
Valley Voice. Two more nominations 
came in after the Boogie and before 
the deadline: Koots Kids Clothing and 

Raven’s Nest. The Silverton General 
Store had multiple nominations, but 
declined, as the store is owned by the 
Hammond family and they want to 
focus on honouring Steve through the 
award. People can now vote online 
for their favourite nominee, and a 
Chamber committee will make the 
final decision, to be announced at 
the Chamber’s AGM on March 26.

For the triumphant return of 
Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers, the 
crowd parted on the dance floor as 
Gary Gilbert, a.k.a. Dr. Fun, and 
his bandmates were ceremonially 
bagpiped into the hall by Bill Duff. 
After a brief break for the band to 
get plugged in and tuned up, Dr. Fun 
hit the ground running with a jet-
propelled version of band favourite 
‘Life During Wartime’ by Talking 
Heads. Rather than build slowly to 
a boil, this band cranks the energy 
up to 11 from the first song, and you 
could feel the enthusiastic response 
of the crowd immediately. Decades 
of performing together has honed this 
band into an unstoppable rhythmic 
freight train. 

Gilbert enjoyed a taste of 
retirement in Mexico, which put 

the future of Dr. Fun in doubt. 
He plans to return to settle there 
eventually, but is currently living 
on the Sunshine Coast to be close to 
family. Although the band’s lineup 
has changed slightly over the years, 
many of the regulars were there, 
including bassist Curt Garrison from 
Grand Forks, guitarist John Cullen 
from Rossland, guitarist Dennis 
Turner from Castlegar, drummer 
Gord Menelaws from Warfield and 
Tom Thompson on keyboards from 
Kaslo. A regular fixture of Dr. Fun 
has been the Hounds of Sound horn 
section, featuring Krispen Elder of 
Slocan on saxophones, Ron Butler 
of South Slocan on trumpet and Bill 
Duff of Grand Forks on trombone 
and bagpipes. Gary, Curt and Bill 
have been with the band from its 
formation in 1987. 

“The rest have been Crawlers 
for years and decades, we’re all like 
family,” says Garrison. “Silverton 
has always been our favourite gig. I 
mean, we are a Kootenay band, these 
are our people.” 

The band members have been 
involved in various musical projects 
recently, so when they reunited, they 

chose a set list familiar both to the 
band and to Blues Boogie audiences, 
rehearsing at a private studio in 
Genelle. Watch for a possible Dr. Fun 
gig with the Kootenay Blues Society 
in September. 

Dr. Fun’s opening set was 
momentarily interrupted by technical 
problems but the crowd was kept 
engaged by anecdotes and stories 
from the stage while sound engineers 
Noel Fudge and Jay Buttle restored 
equipment to working order. 

continued from page 12

Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers made a triumphant return to Silverton for the 33rd annual Winter Blues Boogie.
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Lisalicious with Lisa Dery kept the funk and disco groove grinding for Blues Boogie patrons. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area 
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone 
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, 
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
REOPENS Feb 5. Thursdays thru Sundays, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly 
dining and casual pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our 
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing 
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717. 
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
All Books are on Sale in February: 20% off regular priced titles, half off discounted 
books! The Canada Reads contenders have been revealed and we’ll do our best 
to have the finalists in stock • It is our pleasure to introduce Friday Sock Co., 
Canada’s original mismatched sock company. We carry their line of comfy Merino 
wool socks – for men, ladies and kids – in one-of-a-kind patterns designed in 
Calgary to spark joy and make people smile • If you love wool, we also have a nice 
selection of wool blankets, coats, shirts, and accessories • Our Winter Hours are 
now Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm (although we will often open early and 
stay late) • Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 

• Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •
•Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING 
CENTRE.  Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus 
tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and 
much more.  100% locally owned and operated.  Quality products, competitive prices, 
weekly ordering, affordable deliveries,  friendly and knowledgeable staff.  250-358-2293.  
Silverton Camp Café
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and 
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and 
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com 
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand 
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have 
something for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range 
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural 
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli 
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, 
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Burton Community Association is 
hard at work on a revitalization project 
that will support residents and visitors 
alike. McCormack Park is the focus of 
its efforts. 

The project began a few years 
ago, when BCA began exploring 
opportunities to restore McCormack 
Park and the Burton Community Hall 
next door. Funding first came from the 
RDCK in 2024 to support ball diamond 
upgrades, and Columbia Basin Trust 
approved accessibility upgrades at the 
hall, which are currently underway.

To get a better sense of direction 
for where to channel more funding, 
BCA and CBT hosted meetings in 2024 
and 2025 to gauge the community’s 
priorities. The biggest request from 
residents was to make McCormack 
Park more accessible to a wider variety 
of people. 

Columbia Basin Trust is still 

Community revitalization project in the works for Burton
reviewing the plan for the project, with 
the details to be finalized and announced 
in the spring. Chair of BCA Karey 
Bilodeau said the project will be spaced 
out over a few years, with a little bit being 
added each season.

Prospective projects include an 
overhaul of the concession to become 
a community hub with a commercial 
kitchen, an accessible washroom, shaded 
area outside, and lockable fire pits. Funds 
from the RDCK were approved for the 
septic system.

The multi-sport court is also likely 
to get a re-coating, and new lines to 
accommodate different sports like 
pickleball and basketball. In the winter 
months, it transforms into a rink – as 
long as the weather holds, said Bilodeau. 

Future upgrades at the ball diamond 
will include fixing up the dug outs, 
building storage for balls and equipment, 
installing outdoor lighting, and making a 
shade area for the playground. 

Burton used to be a centre for 

baseball, said Bilodeau, with big 
tournaments held during May Days. 
He said he’s pushing hard to bring this 
back. With lots of new families in Burton 
and improvements on the horizon, it’s 
possible.

RDCK Area K Director Teresa 
Weatherhead agreed, saying how nice 
it is to see young families repopulating 
the area.

“I think it’s going to be absolutely 
beautiful,” she said. “Anything that 
draws families and people out is going 
to be of great benefit.” 

BCA also manages the community 
campground, the Bee Happy Community 
Garden, seniors groups, and more. 
Campground goers love the ball 
diamond, the garden donates to the 
honour fridge in the concession, and 
senior pickleball teams make use of the 
multi-sports court. 

“Everybody is so grateful for the 
benefits that we’ve received through 
Columbia Basin Trust, because 

everything is operated by volunteers,” 
said Weatherhead. “The more we support 
them, the more our communities can 
thrive.”

“Project like this are only possible 
through the hard work and commitment 
of the Burton Community Association,” 

said Bilodeau. “We are also extremely 
thankful that CBT and the RDCK are in 
support of our community revitalization 
goals and have provided us with the 
necessary funding. We are very excited 
to see what the future holds for our 
beautiful Burton.”

by Jan McMurray
Construction work on Hwy 

6 in the New Denver-Silverton 
area is anticipated to be completed 
this spring, reports the Ministry of 
Transportation and Transit.

The work includes improvements 
for commercial truck capacity at the 
pullout near the Carpenter Creek 
bridge in New Denver, danger 
tree removal, and sightline corner 
improvements.

The blasting and excavation 
work at the top of Silverton Hill 
is to improve sight distance, the 

Hwy 6 improvements underway 
ministry said.

YRB is completing these safety 
improvements for the ministry, 
including removing danger trees 
adjacent to Hwy 6 and Hwy 31A, 
blasting and excavation of material 
to improve sight distance around 
highway corners, and placing fill 
material and surface gravel to 
increase the capacity and enhance 
the commercial vehicle pullout near 
New Denver.

The work, which is weather-
dependent, began in January and is 
expected to be finished this spring.
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Phoenix and Wish
We are two male 14-week-old 
cuties. You can adopt just one 
of us, but together we’ll give you 
twice the fun and twice the love! 
Leave a voicemail for PALS at 
250 265-3792 to arrange to 
check us out.

CFNKLS (Community Fund of North Koote-
nay Lake Society) has small grants available 
for our area, which includes Kaslo and 
Ainsworth, ranging from $25 to $100. These 
grants are available to individuals and groups 
throughout the year that have a project to 
support their community. Please send your 
request to Box 661, Kaslo, B.C. V0G 1M0 
or email cfnkls.info@gmail.com stating your 
project and the amount of your request.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

2025 was a successful and 
productive year for the Nakusp 
Volunteer Fire Department, as per 
Fire Chief Reg Gustafson’s report, 
submitted to council.

Gustafson said it was a big year 
for planning and training. Volunteers 
put in a huge effort on pre-incident 
planning for fighting wildland fires, 
as climate change continues to bring 
increased risks. The department 
took proactive measures, such as 
learning how to move large volumes 
of water from source locations to 
difficult-to-access areas. The team 
also developed strategies and plans 
for possible escape routes, staging 
areas, and portable tank stations for 
pumping water into sprinklers and 
trucks. 

Box Lake Lumber shared 
its emergency plans to enable 
collaboration during an incident. Pre-
incident plans were developed for 
Shakespeare/Alexander Roads and 
Bayview, and work is ongoing for 
plans on Crescent Bay and Brouse 
Loop Roads.

The department launched new 
training opportunities, and had 
review sessions for volunteers to 
practice interface and intermix 
wildland fire situations. Volunteers 
also practiced the pre-emergency 
plan for the downtown core in the 
case of structural fire incidents.

Training sessions were well 
attended: 104 hours were logged 
during weekly practice sessions, 
with another 108 hours of specialized 
training. Weekly practices cover 

Nakusp council, January 26: Volunteer fire department “well-trained and ready”
a variety of firefighting skills. As 
new members join, basic skills are 
reviewed, with senior members 
coaching and sharing knowledge. 

Volunteers put their training to 
the test when, within one 24-hour 
period, both the NFVD and Road 
Rescue personnel were called out for 
two road incidents and one structure 
fire. Soon after, there were two more 
structure fires in Nakusp. 

“With these incidents happening 
so close together, it would exercise 
the skills, abilities, and fitness of the 
responding members,” Gustafson 
wrote in his report. “As the Fire 
Chief and Training Officer, I say 
they successfully met the challenges 
they faced.”

Gustafson noted that training 
hours logged do not include 
volunteers’ time spent on responses, 
which can happen at any time. 

“Volunteers give valuable 
personal time and energy to this 
essential life and death services,” 
he said. “I would like to say the 
well-trained and ready to respond 
NVFD continues to provide excellent 
essential service, uninterrupted, to 
the Village of Nakusp.”
Curling club request

Council received a letter from 
the Nakusp Curling Club, requesting 
that the ice for the 2026-27 season be 
installed no later than October 16.

This season, the ice wasn’t ready 
until November 17, shortening the 
curling season by four weeks. Late 
installation also prevents the club 
from hosting bonspiels with other 
communities; the club has been 
contacted to host one during the 

weekend of October 23. If the ice is 
late again, the club can’t plan for and 
host the event. 

CAO Wayne Robinson said this 
year’s late ice is due in part to issues 
with installing the brine headers. As 
well, an inexperienced crew slowed 
things down. But Robinson said 
an October 16 installation date for 
the 2026-27 season shouldn’t be a 
problem, as long as equipment works 
properly. 
Fees increasing

Sewer and water rates are 
officially increasing this year, among 
other fees, after council adopted 
amendments to the Fees and Charges 
Bylaw.

Sewer rates are increasing by 
5% to cover the cost of service 
and future expenditures. Reserve 
transfers are budgeted at $110,200 – 
a $148,000 shortfall of the estimated 
required contribution to fund future 
infrastructure costs.

Water rates are increasing 
by 3.92%. Reserve transfers are 
budgeted at $309,000 – a $130,500 
shortfall.

Garbage bag fees are increasing 
by $0.25 per bag. Non-residential 
receptacle fees went up by 3.5%. 
The RDCK advised the Village of a 
likely 6.4% increase in tipping fees 
at the landfill. 

Campground fees are rising by 
$2 (about 5%) per site, during the 
high-season only.
Communities in Bloom

The Village of Nakusp will 
not participate in the 2026 BC 
Communities in Bloom Program 
(CIB).

Communities in Bloom is an 
annual competition between BC 
communities on the visual appeal of 
their neighbourhoods, public spaces, 
parks, and streetscapes.

Though council directed staff to 
register for the program during the 

December 8 regular meeting, staff 
reviewed the program details more 
fully and recommend the Village 
hold off on participating. Staff is 
concerned that the Village is not 
quite in a position to make the most 
of the program.

Beyond the registration fee, the 
program would add an additional 
$5,000-$10,000 onto the 2026 budget 
to cover travel and accommodation 
for the judge, hosting a reception, 
and other projects to support the 
program’s goals. 

The program also requires a 
community contact, or CIB chair. 
Most municipalities have volunteer 
groups – residents or non-profits – 
who help host events and counsel 
on how to meet program goals. No 
group has stepped up in the Village, 
and staff thinks it’s unlikely a group 
will step forward in time. Without 
a group to take up the torch, staff 
cannot run the program effectively 
while also meeting existing Village 
priorities. 

Finally, the program is most 
successful when it runs for multiple 
years. With 2026 being an election 
year, it could be that the next council 

may have different priorities. Staff 
recommends letting the new council 
make the decision on whether or not 
to participate in CIB.

Valentine’s Day card issued by Canadian Pacific Railway stern-
wheeler SS Kootenay showing the ship on the Arrow Lakes, 
February 14, 1902.

Nakusp history corner
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Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

50% off fall 
flowering bulbs

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

Fall Bulbs, many to choose from, 
daffodils, tulips, allium bulbs.  Regular 

packages & Jumbo bags
Certified Seed Garlic

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Amaryllis bulbs are here, great 
xmas gifts, Christmas lights, 

decorations & gifts galore.  Your 
one stop xmas shopping store!

Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

Valentine flowers for 
your Sweetheart or 

friends.  Assortment 
of bouquets,Roses,-

Carnations,Mixed 
flowers.  Assorted 

pricing.

Wood pellets by the bag

Straw and second 
cut Alfalfa bales

School District No. 8  (Kootenay Lake) 
invites expressions of interest  (EOI) 
to provide accessible child care in  
the community of Winlaw. 

Call for Expressions  
of Interest: Child Care  
in Winlaw

Submission Deadline: February 28, 2026

Learn more: www.sd8.bc.ca/childcarewinlaw

by Jan McMurray
In the absence of Mayor 

Leonard Casley, Acting 
Mayor Danika Hammond 
chaired the meeting.

T w o  o p t i o n s  f o r 
reinstating the Pride crosswalk 
in its downtown location 
were presented in a letter 
from council’s Sustainability 
Advisory Committee, with 

New Denver council, January 27: Pride crosswalk options presented
the support of the Inclusion 
Club at Lucerne School. The 
first option is to paint the 
crosswalk; the second option 
is to install a thermoplastic 
crosswalk. Painting is much 
less expensive, but needs to 
be redone every year, whereas 
a thermoplastic sidewalk 
($13,000) would last a long 
time. The local United Church 

has offered funding for the 
project, and would request 
matching funds from the 
United Church of Canada. 

Councillors had questions 
about  ins ta l la t ion  and 
maintenance of thermoplastic; 

Councillor Moss said he 
would do the research and 
bring it to the next council 
meeting.

The Inclus ion Club 
also expressed interest in 
creating a proposal for a 

broader inclusivity project 
for the staircase between New 
Market Foods and the school.
Vet crosswalk and 
cenotaph upgrade

Councillor Colin Moss 
gave an update on the proposal 
for veterans’ crosswalks in 
New Denver, Silverton and 
Slocan, and improvements to 
the New Denver cenotaph. He 
has commitments of donations 
from several individuals and 
organizations, he said, and 
the Villages of Silverton and 
Slocan have each committed 
$500 to the crosswalks. Moss 
will ask New Denver for 
$1,000, for the crosswalks 
and cenotaph upgrade, and 
will apply for an RDCK Area 
H Community Development 
Fund grant. Moss pointed 
out that 23% of the 26 names 
of fallen veterans on the 
cenotaph plaque are from 
Area H communities. He also 
mentioned that the spellings 
of some of the names on 
the plaque don’t match the 
spellings provided by the 
Slocan Legion, and that 
Silverton resident Kathy 
Provan has done a lot of 

research and has the correct 
spellings. Part of the cenotaph 
project will include restoring 
the plaque.

Moss said he would try 
to find a local non-profit 
society, preferably a charitable 
organization that can issue 
tax receipts, to administer the 
funds raised for the project.
RDCK tipping fee 
increases

Councillor John Fyke 
expressed concern about 
tipping fee increases for 
biosolids (septage) and solid 
waste at RDCK facilities. 
He showed a graph of the 
fee to dump biosolids from 
2005 ($40 per tonne) to 2024 
($60 per tonne) to 2029 ($88 
proposed), and pointed out 
that the graph looks like a 
hockey stick, rising sharply 
between 2024 to 2029.

“This rate of increase is 
going to perhaps lead to less 
septic pumping, which will 
lead to field failure,” he said. 
“It will be much more than 
$1,000 to get your septic tank 
pumped, so people just won’t 
do it.”

Fyke said the tipping fee 
for mixed waste at RDCK 
transfer stations had risen 
substantially since 2017, and 
this year, there was a 6.4% 
increase when a 4% increase 
was expected. He said he is 
concerned people will dump 
their garbage on forest service 
roads if the trend continues.

Fyke  wi l l  con t inue 
looking into this issue.
FireSmart certification

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s 
discussed the importance of 
FireSmarting. They speculated 
that insurance companies 
may soon give discounts 
for FireSmart-compliant 
properties, and may one day 
refuse to provide insurance for 
homes that are not FireSmart-
compliant. Councillor Moss 
said FireSmartBC provides 
certificates for FireSmart-
compliant homes, and said he 
would like SIFCo to be able 
to issue certificates in New 
Denver. 

CAO Cari Lynn Gawletz 
will draft a resolution for 
the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments 
(AKBLG) ,  a sk ing  t he 
Province to require all 
FireSmart programs in BC 
to have the ability to issue 
certificates.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

MIRROR LAKE 
WATER USERS 
COMMUNITY 

Boil Water Advisory for all 
users. Inform renters and 
guests until further notice. 

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

by Cassandra Morrison 
Local filmmaker and wildlife 

enthusiast Peter Jonker recently 
brought his latest documentary, 
Finders Keepers Losers Weepers, 
to Argenta Hall on the evening 
of February 5, offering the local 
audience a closer and often 
confronting look at the natural 
world unfolding right in their own 
backyard. 

Jonker’s fascination with wildlife 
stretches back to his childhood in 
Holland, where he once begged his 
mother to let him take a day off from 
school at age seven to wander the 
forest near his home. That lifelong 
curiosity later turned into hands-
on work in the 1970s as an animal 
handler for filming companies in 
Alberta. While that experience 
provided valuable insight, it also 
left him disillusioned with the way 
many big-name productions relied 
on hand-raised animals filmed in 
controlled environments – and how 
many of those animals were often 
sent to zoos once they became too 
risky to manage. With a graduate 
degree in Wildlife and Recreation, 
and decades spent recording 
and cataloguing wildlife audio, 
Jonker eventually turned to video 
three years ago, inspired by how 
accessible high-quality filming 
equipment has become. Living along 
Meadow Creek – known for its 
annual kokanee salmon spawn – has 
provided Jonker a natural front-row 
seat to the region’s diverse wildlife, 
particularly during those seasonal 
spawning runs that attract not only 
tourists, but also bears and other 
wild animals. 

Over the last two years alone, 
Jonker has logged more than 250 
hours filming from hidden photo 
blinds and another 100 hours hiking 
backcountry trails with his camera 
and tripod. Nearly all the footage 
in Finders Keepers Losers Weepers 
was captured locally in Kootenay 
Lake basin, much of it right around 
Meadow Creek. 

The film’s description promises 
an “honest, uncensored portrayal” 
of wildlife – something Jonker takes 
seriously. By remaining concealed 
for hours at a time and using strong 
optical zoom, he films animal 
behaviour without disturbing his 
subjects. He also deliberately avoids 
editing out moments of predation, 
showing animals hunting and eating 
one another as part of the natural 
reality of the ecosystem. 

“I  resis t  removing those 
behaviours because that is what 
happens every minute of every day 
throughout the ecosphere,” Jonker 
explains. 

Local filmmaker brings wildlife documentary to Argenta Hall 
Instead of following the more 

polished tone of traditional nature 
documentaries, Jonker’s work 
focuses on daily survival – those 
moments of play, intelligence, and 
split-second decisions that reveal 
animals as complex and responsive 
beings. His goal is to challenge his 
viewers in the way humans think 
about community, encouraging 
people to see ourselves not as 
separate from wildlife, but as part of 
the same living system. 

“I wish to immerse viewers, 
whenever I can do so, in the reality 
that we humans are wildlife too 
and that the phrase ‘community 
members’ should be used to embrace 
us all together,” he told the Valley 
Voice. “I wish to foster a deeper 
awareness of how the world feels 
and appears as it is experienced 
day-to-day by, say, a deer or a bear, 
a spawning kokanee, or an eagle.” 

An underlying theme of the 
film explores humanity’s impact 

on the environment and raises the 
difficult questions about survival and 
co-existence. Jonker asks whether 
humans can truly step away from 
the instinct shared by all organisms 
to prioritize their own survival, and 
whether the idea of saving every 
species is realistic or simply inspired 
by nostalgia. 

Following an earlier screening 
in Johnsons Landing, audience 
feedback praised the f i lm’s 
photography, the emotional impact 

and thought-provoking message 
– something Jonker hoped would 
continue with the Argenta showing. 

Looking ahead, Jonker sees 
this project as part of an ongoing 
effort to tell environmental stories, 
particularly those highlighting 
human influence on the planet’s 
ecosystems. While there are currently 
no confirmed future screenings after 
Argenta Hall, he remains open to 
further opportunities to share the film 
with a wider audience. 

submitted
The Kaslo & District Community 

Forest Society invites locals and visitors 
of all ages to Winter in the Forest, an 
annual Family Day festival taking place 
10 am-3 pm at the Kaslo airstrip. This 
beloved winter tradition celebrates 
community, outdoor fun, friendly 
competition and the joy of winter in 
the beautiful Kootenay landscape. 
Admission is free for everyone.

Winter in the Forest offers a full 
day of outdoor activities that highlight 
both the region’s natural assets and its 
strong community spirit. Attendees 

Winter in the Forest: A free Family Day celebration in Kaslo
can enjoy various activities throughout 
the day, such as a woodsmen sports 
competition, survival skills and 
FireSmart demonstrations, street 
hockey, and various kids games, all 
set against the beautiful backdrop and 
fresh air of the Kaslo mountains. Expect 
live music and artistic performances by 
local performers, including beloved 
musician Frase and a winter-themed 
puppet show by Puppets on the Move 
to keep the energy high and engaging 
throughout the day. There will also 
be interactive booths by community 
associations.

Warm up around the big bonfire 
and bake some bannock and enjoy 
hot soup offered by donation, with all 
proceeds supporting the Kaslo Housing 
Society, a key local non-profit working 
to strengthen housing security in the 
region.

Winter in the Forest is hosted by 
the Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society in partnership with the 
Village of Kaslo and many dedicated 
community volunteers. It draws from 
nearly two decades of participation 
by families, outdoor enthusiasts, 
neighbours and many friends with a 

shared love for Kaslo and community. 
It’s an event that truly brings people 
together at one of the most stunning 
times of year in Kaslo, even if the 
regular winter snow is elusive this year!

Bundle up, bring your friends and 
family, and join us to celebrate winter, 
nature, and community in this free-
spirited, heart-warming event!

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo infoNet Society is looking 

at a big year ahead, wrapping up its 
impressive project to bring fibre internet 
service to all North Kootenay Lake 
communities in RDCK Area D.

“We’ve been working on this 
since 2023 and are hoping to complete 
everything in 2026 – but there may be 
delays because of permitting approval 
timelines,” reports Marco DeBortoli, 
KiN’s Project Manager.

Communities expected to be 
connected this year include South 
Fork and Howser. The fibre line along 
Duncan Forest Service Road will be 
installed, enabling full fibre service 
in Meadow Creek. KiN also plans 
to finish up its submarine backbone 
on the east shore of Kootenay Lake, 
bringing service to Campbell Bay 
and the neighbourhood along Riondel 
North Road.
Meadow Creek

The fibre line along Duncan 
FSR was planned for last year, but 
government approval has just been 
received to bury the line along the road. 
Once this line is installed, full fibre 
service will be available in Meadow 
Creek. Currently, Meadow Creek 
is being served through a wireless 
backhaul, and only limited packages 
are available to residents. 

“Once Duncan is done, we can offer 
all our packages in Meadow Creek,” 
DeBortoli said.
South Fork

Kaslo infoNet Society aims to complete project
The plan for South Fork is to 

connect the community to KiN’s 
existing backbone in Kaslo. KiN 
will bury about 4.5 kilometres of 
fibre from Kaslo West Road near 
the transfer station to Kaslo Creek 
South Fork Road, using existing forest 
service roads managed by the Kaslo 
& District Community Forest Society. 
The installation is expected to take three 
months, and is planned for this summer.

KiN’s application to the Province 
for a licence of occupation on the Crown 
lands in the proposed tenure area for 
South Fork says this route allows them 
to avoid Hwy 31A, “a narrow provincial 
highway with very challenging terrain.”
Campbell Bay and 
Riondel North Road

This year’s submarine project 
involves installing about 4.5 kilometres 
of fibre in Kootenay Lake in the 
Campbell Creek area and in the Riondel 
area along Riondel North Road. This 
work, too, is scheduled for summer 
2026. The application for tenure says 
the installation will take five days to 
complete, but will likely be spread out 
over several weeks.

Last year, KiN completed most 
of the submarine installation between 
Johnsons Landing and Boswell, 
bringing the service to the water-access-
only communities of Murphy Creek and 
Birchdale. This year’s project completes 
the submarine backbone from Johnsons 
Landing to Pilot Point.

“It’s an ambitious year,” DeBortoli 

said. “We’re hiring three crews – one 
more than usual – so it’s the largest 
staff we’ve ever had. I thank local 
community members for assisting us 
with permitting challenges, people who 
allowed us to put our fibre infrastructure 
on their private property to bypass 
challenging areas, and our subscribers 
and government sponsors who help 
support KiN.”

The four-year project to serve the 
North Kootenay Lake area with fibre-
optic high-speed internet was funded 
by the RDCK Community Works Fund 
and the Connecting Communities BC 
program.
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Village of Kaslo 

City Hall    413 4th Street, Kaslo, BC, Canada  V0G 1M0    Telephone: (250) 353-2311    Fax: (250) 353-7767 
 www.kaslo.ca    admin@kaslo.ca  
 

 

OPEN HOUSE  
Council’s 2026 Strategic Priorities & Budget 

The Mayor and Council invite residents to attend an Open House to learn about Council’s Strategic 
Priorities, share ideas, and provide input on the 2026 Budget. 
 
This event offers community members an opportunity to ask questions, discuss upcoming priorities, and 
share feedback to help inform Council’s decisions for the year ahead. 
 
Event Details 
Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 
Time: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Location: St. Andrew’s Heritage Hall, 500 Fourth Street 
 
The event will be informal, with opportunities to speak directly with Council members and staff. No formal 
presentation is planned, and residents are welcome to drop in at any time during the open house. 
 
All community members are encouraged to attend. 
 
For more information, please contact the Village office at 250-353-2311 or admin@kaslo.ca. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The annual Winter in the Forest 
festival is coming on February 16 at the 
Kaslo aerodrome from 10 am to 3 pm. 
The event is organized by the Kaslo 
and District Community Forest Society 
(KDCFS) and raises funds for the Kaslo 
Housing Society.

The Village will provide in-kind 
support for the event, including labour 
and equipment time up to a maximum 
value of $5,000. 

The Village will charge a $275 
special event fee. Though it hasn’t been 
charged for past Winter in the Forest 
Festivals, the fee is being applied this 
year to ensure consistency and fairness 
with other events. 

The Village will also communicate 
with KDCFS that future requests for 
support must be initiated by the end 
of October, to ensure requests can be 
processed; the Village may not be able 
to commit resources or support if there’s 
not enough lead time. 

Council procedures
Staff presented a revised draft of the 

Council Procedures Bylaw, and council 
gave it third reading. 

The bylaw sets rules for how 
meetings are organized, and guidelines 
for conduct and participation. 

During the January 14 meeting, 
council discussed the bylaw in light 

Kaslo council, January 27: Winter in the Forest coming up on Family Day
of feedback received from the public. 
Staff prepared a revised draft based on 
the discussion.

Main updates concerning the public: 
The first verbal input session is 

limited to agenda items; comments on 
non-agenda matters will now be ruled 
out of order. A second input session at 
the end of the meeting will welcome 
only clarifying questions about meeting 
business. 

Written public input is also limited 
to agenda items. Council members will 
read written input on their own time. 
Input will not be read aloud during the 
meeting, but it will be included in the 
meeting minutes. 

T h e  p u b l i c  m a y  s u b m i t 
correspondence to council – via mail, 
email, and a forthcoming webform 
– on any topic at any time. Council 
members may choose to include a 
correspondence on an agenda, but by 
default correspondence will not appear 
on agendas. 

Delegations are allotted 10 minutes, 
and two delegations may present in a 
single meeting. 
Outdoor burning regulation

CAO Robert Baker said plans to 
repeal the outdoor burning regulation 
bylaw will be put on hold.

The regulation bylaw was set to 
be repealed, as it was believed that 
outdoor burning in the Village is already 

governed by provincial legislation, 
making a Village bylaw redundant. 
Council gave third reading to the 
repealing bylaw during its January 14 
meeting.

However, staff has since spoken 
with a natural resource officer, who 
gave insight into which acts apply 
to municipalities and which don’t. It 
may be that the Village should have its 
own bylaw to regulate what provincial 
legislation does not. CAO Baker said 
staff will also discuss with the RDCK 
before proceeding.
Council remuneration

The Village didn’t receive any 
public input regarding the Council 
Remuneration Task Force’s final 
report and recommendations. Staff 
will proceed with drafting a Council 
Remuneration Policy and making 
amendments to the bylaw, based on the 
task force’s recommendations. Changes 
will come into effect for the new 2026-
2030 council that will step into office in 
November.

The task force recommends 
increasing the mayor’s base remuneration 
by $1,000 to $17,508 per year; and the 
councillors’ base remuneration by $500, 
to $9,369.75 per year. The task force 
also recommended annual increases 
based on the BC Consumer Price Index. 
Other recommendations were made on 
technology support, training, dependant 

care, parental leave, absence, travel and 
mileage expenses, accommodation 
allowance, and meals and incidentals.

The task force – comprised of 
residents Steve Anderson, Jeff Davie, 
and Tammy Horick – provided an 
independent, objective review of the 
remuneration, benefits, and expense 
policies for mayor and councillors. The 
task force used a guideline created by the 
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) as 
the basis for its deliberations. 
Fees and charges 
amended for FOI requests

Council approved updates to a bylaw 
concerning freedom of information 
requests.

The fees for applications and access 
to records were changed to align the 
bylaw with Schedule 1 of the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy 

regulation, which outlines different fees 
depending on the service.
Bylaw consolidation and 
revision

Council adopted a bylaw that will 
allow the Corporate Officer (CO) to 
consolidate and make minor revisions 
to Village bylaws.

Consolidation and revisions to not 
change the substance or intent of the 
bylaw. Rather, they increase clarity 
and ease of reference by combining 
bylaw amendments into one document, 
and making formatting and technical 
improvements. 
February 24 meeting 
cancelled

The regular council meeting 
scheduled for February 24 is cancelled. 
CAO Robert Baker will be attending a 
training session that week. 

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Search and Rescue hopes 

to break ground on construction of 
its new facility this spring.

The new 6,000-square-foot 
building will be located just behind 
the Emergency Services Building 
(ESB) that KSAR and the Kaslo Fire 
Department have shared since it was 
built in fall 2014.

KSAR will maintain its office 
in the ESB and continue using the 
training rooms, but will have a large 
new building for its equipment.

The new building will be made 
of steel, with some wood inside 
and out. Basically, it will be a big, 
6,000-square-foot garage. The front 
4,000 square feet will be heated, and 
the back 2,000 square feet won’t 
be heated – just covered. Some 
of KSAR’s equipment, like the 
command trailer with computers, 
will be parked in the front, while the 
trailers that don’t need to be stored 
in a heated space will be parked in 
the back.

Stefan Lettrari, KSAR President, 
recalls moving into the ESB 12 years 
ago from its original location at the 
ambulance station up at the health 
centre. Both KSAR and the fire 
department were very pleased to 
have the new space.

“But as soon as we all started 
moving in, it filled up. We outgrew 
it immediately,” he said. “Over the 
years, we’ve been growing – we 
now have three trucks and seven 
trailers and most of it is sitting 
outside – and we’re doing 60 calls 
a year.”

When KSAR shared the 
ambulance station, they had 
one truck in one bay, and were 
responding to 10 calls per year. 
“We’ve gradually gotten busier, 

with tourism and more outdoor 
recreation, and we’re just growing 
and growing,” he said.

Lettrrari says KSAR had been 
thinking of building an addition onto 
the ESB, “but we can’t – the hall 
wasn’t built for an addition.”

So Lettrari sat down with a 
building designer and learned about 
other SAR teams’ facilities, and 
decided on steel as the most cost-
effective, firesmart, and easy-to-
maintain option. A wood building is 
rated for only 30 years, compared to 
100-150 years for steel.

“Wood is still a large part of 
where we are, so we’ll have some 
wood,” Lettrari said. “We are trying 
to support local as much as we can, 
and lots of local contractors want to 
help out. I have a couple of timber 
home construction companies over 
here interested in helping, so I’m 
trying to figure out how to fit that in.”

KSAR has acquired the land 
from the Village and has cleared and 
prepared the site. “That was phase 
one. We put in $200,000, and lots of 
local companies donated equipment 
time. So now we’re ready to break 
ground.”

Phase two will involve pouring 
the foundation, constructing the 
building to lock-up and having 
power hooked up. The estimated 
cost of phase two is $800,000-
$900,000.

“KSAR already has 250,000 of 
our own hard-earned dollars to put 
in, and we’re waiting to hear about 
some grants. We’re also reaching out 
for donations, and we have a donor 
recognition program.”

KSAR is a registered charity and 
can issue tax receipts.

More information: kaslosar.com 
or email admin@kaslosar.com.

New facility in the works for Kaslo Search and Rescue
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Funded by the Government of British Columbia through the Community Prosperity Fund 
and the Fireweed Hub

FULLY ALIVE!
Turner-Zion United Church of 

Canada welcomes you.

Contemplative in the Kootenays 
Meditation Group, July 26, 10-3, 

New Denver. 
Contact descamp@widespot.ca 

FULLY ALIVE!
Turner-Zion United Church of 

Canada welcomes you.

Contemplative in the Kootenays 
Meditation Group, July 26, 10-3, 

New Denver. 
Contact descamp@widespot.ca 

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) is moving forward 
with regulating the disposal of organic 
waste for the Industrial, Commercial, 
and Institutional (IC&I) Sector, with 
a nine-month implementation window 
in 2026 to allow ample time for the 
change.

The regulation will initially target 
larger food-primary operations, such 
as grocery stores, busy restaurants, and 
commercial food manufacturers in the 
communities of Creston, Castlegar, 
Salmo, and Nelson, where services 
exist. Commercial, non-residential 
waste from these communities 
that arrives at the Creston landfill, 
Ootischenia landfill, Central transfer 
station, and Grohman Narrows transfer 

Organic waste disposal to be mandatory for businesses and institutions
station will eventually be required to 
separate compostable organic waste 
from landfilled waste.

“Our board wants to encourage 
organic waste diversion by supporting 
the private sector with rebates and 
reduced tipping fees, so in combination 
with that, we recognize that regulation 
is the most effective tool the Regional 
District has at getting the levels of 
participation needed to meet our waste 
diversion goals,” said Aimee Watson, 
RDCK board chair.

It is estimated that up to 3,900 
tonnes of compostable organic waste 
can be kept out of our regional landfills 
annually if the IC&I sector fully 
participates in organics diversion. 
The IC&I sector is responsible for an 
estimated 45% of landfilled waste in 

our region. Of this material, 35% is 
estimated to be compostable organics, 
making it the RDCK’s largest single-
stream waste diversion potential.

A subsidized tipping fee of $55/
tonne for separated organic waste 
originating from the IC&I sector is 
being maintained in 2026. This makes 
commercial organic waste disposal 
significantly less expensive than mixed 
waste, which is currently charged at 
$177.25/tonne.

By September 2026, the RDCK 
will begin issuing warnings before 
applying the variable tipping fee if 
loads contain more than 10% organic 
waste. Selective enforcement may 
begin earlier targeting larger potential 
generators, such as grocery stores.

Now that  the  RDCK has 

commercial composting facilities to 
process organic waste and turn it into 
compost, implementing regulation 
that encourages the largest generators 
of organic waste in the IC&I sector to 
participate makes a lot more sense than 
putting it in our landfills.

“We have built the infrastructure 
to accept and process organic waste 
separately from garbage, noting that 
organic waste doesn’t belong in the 
landfill,” said Watson. “We are making 
good quality compost from it, which 
helps with food production, the circular 
economy, and most importantly, 
composting organics into soil is an 
incredible carbon capture tool. Further, 
reducing the volume of our landfills 
enables sustainable operations for future 
generations while reducing methane 

emissions that contribute to climate 
change. The board is keen to support 
this shift through incentives with 
the regulations to support improved 
resource recovery for all residents.”

To further support the IC&I sector 
in making changes to their waste 
management systems, the RDCK is 
offering a limited number of $400 
rebates for businesses for the purchase 
of materials and supplies related 
to organics recycling. Rebates are 
available to businesses in and around 
Castlegar, Creston, Nelson, and Salmo, 
and will be issued on a first come, 
first served basis. Additionally, waste 
separation signage and other resources 
are available for free online to download 
and print. More information: engage.
rdck.ca; or email organics@rdck.ca.

Wide Spot: 
Story-thinking
by Therese DesCamp

When I was a kid, we lived within 
blocks of two different libraries. 
The city library was an imposing 
edifice of stone and stained glass 
and silence; the county library a big, 
well-lit room in a redbrick county 
office building. While its architecture 
was uninspiring, that county library 
was a treasure trove, a warren of 
shelves filled with books – especially 
children’s books. 

I can still remember the long 
rows of biographies for kids: famous 
women in faded red bindings, famous 
men in faded blue bindings. One 
summer I read every one of those 
biographies. I liked thinking about 
other people’s courage and creativity. 
I liked thinking that my life, too, 
might make a story that ended well.

A recent article on story-thinking 
intelligence has me remembering 
those books.

I’ve been trying to ignore AI 
– I feel like there’s plenty else for 
me to think about these days. I 
have avoided selecting AI options 
on the computer because of some 
instinctual distrust. I haven’t quite 
put it into words, but reading about 
the science of story-thinking has 
made my reticence sensible. The 
way I understand it, AI has the 
capacity for logic and calculation and 
deduction; it doesn’t have or know 
how to value imagination. Narratives 
– stories – teach us imagination. 
Stories put us inside lives unlike 
our own and help us think, ‘What 
if?’ This capacity for creativity, for 
thinking in stories, makes us human. 

In a recent conversation about 
the US, someone said, “I can’t help 
but think – when I watch the videos 
of ICE invading homes – that they 
grew up playing video games. Video 

games are their frame of reference for 
what they’re doing.” 

Think about it: the woman 
standing in the open door, dressed 
in scrubs and crocs, the group of 
masked men aiming enormous guns 
at her. It doesn’t look like they’re 
thinking, ‘Is there a different way 
to do this?’

If the mental frame you’re 
using is a video game, then the 
rules and possible outcomes are 
predetermined. Kick in doors, find 
the bad guys, grab ’em and leave. 
New solutions aren’t rewarded. 
There’s no place for creativity or 
imagination or empathy – logic, 
calculation, and deduction reign. 
The goal is getting better and faster 
at the same task; outcomes are pre-
determined by the game’s creator.

But life isn’t like that. We’re 
never in exactly the same situation 
twice ;  ou tcomes  a re  never 

predestined. Things are always 
changing, including our access to 
empathy, ethics, and courage. If 
all you know is logic, calculation 
and deduction, you’re gonna miss 
these other possibilities. You won’t 
recognize anything new, imagine a 
different world, try another way.

We know how to use logic, 
ca l cu la t ion  and  deduc t ion . 
These skills yield comfortable, 
predictable solutions. But these are 
not necessarily human solutions. 
Human solutions are messy, creative, 
surprising. They are open-ended. 
They require us to recognize that 
we never have ultimate control; that 
logic and justice are not at all the 
same; that there is always another 
way; that a lot of grey exists between 
black and white. 

It takes courage and creativity to 
make a good ending possible.
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HOSPICE

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

PETSCARD OF THANKS

RENTAL WANTED

AUTOMOTIVE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

WANTED

VALENTINE’S GREETING

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

COMING EVENTS

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 

for details 

FOUND

NOTICES

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email 
cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990 
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount. 
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

Busines Classifieds start 
at $11.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Personal Classifieds start at $9.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for detailsBUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-

winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

2019 F-150 SUPERCAB, low kilometres 
on motor. Two-year warranty. Clean and 
nice shape. More info: call 250-265-7300.

DEAREST PAT HAEGEDORN and 
North Kootenay Vet Services. Thank you 
for your years of service to this community, 
our family and fur babies. Thank you for 
being there when we needed you the most. 
You are without a doubt an unsung hero 
who eases the pain of losing a loved one 
with your kind actions that never waver. 
We are forever grateful for your continued 
kindness. 

-Love the Flanagans and Enns’

THE KOHAN REFLECTION GARDEN 
Society will hold its 2026 AGM in the 
Knox Hall on Sunday, February 22 at 1 
pm. Besides a short business meeting and 
a chance to catch up on Kohan Garden 
news, Nicole Nicholson will be sharing 
her knowledge and passion for the art of 
Bonsai. Renew memberships. Delicious 

refreshments.
YARD & YARDAGE is on Sunday, 
April 26! Slocan Valley Threads Guild is 
now accepting donations of good fabric, 
yarn, notions and equipment. No clothing 
or ‘scrappy bits’ please. For pick-up call 
Sharon 250-226-7703, Jane 250-358-7143 
or Julie 778-463-1978.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
HAND AND SOUL WELLNESS CEN-
TRE in Silverton has rental spaces avail-
able starting March 2026. Please contact 
Sue at 250-777-1704 or email suemistretta.
ma@gmail.com

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

CD CASE FOUND at Wal-Mart parking 
in Nelson. Call to claim: 250-353-1600.

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old 
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.
CAREGIVER NEEDED IMMEDIATE-
LY for 71-year-old man – expect five days 
a week. Tiny house available for nominal 
rent. 250-358-2756.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 

support at end of life. Office is open ev-
ery Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA 
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunc-
tional Families), AL-ANON (family) 
meetings can help. For information on AA: 
in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp, 
250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For 
NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New Denver, 
250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For AL-
ANON (family): New Denver, 250-551-
6540. Please, if you can’t get through, try 
another number. 

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

CUSTOM BUILT HOME on 1 acre in 
Nakusp. Should be seen. Call the owner 
for more information and options @ 250-
265-8943.

LOW INCOME, SENIOR, MALE in 
search of unfurnished small house/cabin 
between Crescent Valley and New Denver 
for long term rental. Move in March/April 
$900/month budget erthvibe@gmail.com

T L H A N D Y M A N  S E RV I C E S : 
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing, 
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and 

large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email: 
fantastichome@gmail.com.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing, 
alterations, repairs. Including: denim, 
leather, canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call: 
250-229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. Com-
mercial, residential. Interior, exterior. Free 
estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-3415 
or 250-353-7128.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY, MOM 
AND DAD

-Love Erin and Dale
WANTED
HAVE UNWANTED STUFF? Accepting 
donations of clean good condition clothing 
and some hard goods. Text 250-551-2838. 
Winlaw to Rosebery.
LOOKING FOR LAND STEWARD/
RENTER for acreage in Slocan Valley with 
old growth and garden. Small 2-bedroom 
house. Contact Lee through valhallataichi@
gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also 
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer. 
Please call 250-299-9841.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for 
witnesses who used to work for the Village 
of Silverton who will come testify in a 
multi-million dollar lawsuit that will be 
launched by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn 
soon (now the Big Foot Inn). Please email 
if you want to come forward buyriteauto-
sales@hotmail.com
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HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PETSDelivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$50

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

17th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:

Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

REAL ESTATE

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospital-
ity.

Come experience a delightful culinary experi-
ence at Pennydale Junction!

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Raven’s NestRaven’s Nest
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

All Books on Sale
in February!

Wednesday – Saturday
11 am - 4 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

                                        SSuussaann  WWiillssoonn
Independent Tupperware Representative
   swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
 www.my.tupperware.ca/susanwilson 
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

old ad

NNEEWW  AADD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

RECREATION

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Busines Classifieds start 
at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

submitted
February is Black History 

Month, which might not be the 
first thing British Columbians 
think about with Valentine’s 
Day being front and centre. Did 
you know that Black Canadians 
settled on Salt Spring Island as 
early as 1858, coming up from 
the US to provide skilled labour 
during the gold rush? The novella 
by Coldstream resident Kristin 
Kraus, They Didn’t See the 
Flowers is, in part, about Black 
Canadians who left the US and 
the Caribbean for Nova Scotia 
to escape slavery. If you read it, 

Black History Month dovetails with BC author’s book
you’ll see how the experiences of 
Black Canadians on the other side 
of Canada mirror what happened 
in our province.

Although They Didn’t See 
the Flowers is a modern fictional 
crime story, the historical events 
that affect its characters actually 
happened and still haunt the 
characters decades later. In 
the 1960s, Black Canadians 
populated Africville in the north 
end of Halifax. The city charged 
them taxes but provided no 
services, neglecting the area then 
declaring it a ghetto. Officials 
razed Africville as part of the 

city’s ‘development plan,’ 
bulldozing furnished homes, 
stores, and even the beloved 
church. The residents had no 
political power to prevent their 
relocation to subsidized housing, 
which forced them from the self-
sufficiency of their humble homes 
and gardens to dependence on 
welfare. Similarly, this ‘urban 
renewal’ occurred in Vancouver 
in 1967 when the city began 
levelling the area of Hogan’s 
Alley (a Black neighbourhood 
near Chinatown) to construct a 
freeway and the Georgia viaduct. 
It must have been devastating for 

residents to have their homes and 
way of life yanked out from under 
them with no political power to 
negotiate or effect change. 

As in Halifax, many Black 
men in Vancouver worked as 
railway porters, banding together 
in both locations to form unions 
to improve working conditions 
and wages in an otherwise 
exploitat ive environment. 
Though jobs for Black people 
were generally limited to the blue-
collar variety, they succeeded in 
various professions, too. 

The Census for Blacks in 
BC shows a steady increase of 

Blacks living here from 1871 
to 2021, growing from 462 
to 61,755 respectively. From 
forming a local militia in Victoria 
in 1859 to building the first 
Baptist and United churches 
in the west decades later, the 
influence of Black Canadians in 
BC is wide-ranging and positive. 
Their struggles with racism are 
common to other parts of Canada, 
too, which you’ll revisit when 
you read the action-packed 
whodunnit They Didn’t See the 
Flowers available in paperback 
and e-book formats from Amazon 
and Indigo. 
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

February 20, 
2026

Your ad 
could be 

here for only 
$20 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

Tuesdays • Thursdays • Saturdays from 10-3
Closed Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays and holidays.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20 + 
GST

submitted
Over 50 community members 

gathered to explore practical, real-
world renewable energy solutions at a 
Renewable Energy Resiliency event 
hosted by the Slocan Integral Forestry 
Cooperative (SIFCo) as part of its 
ongoing Community Resiliency Series.

The afternoon featured presentations 
from Kip Drobish of Oso Solar, 

Community turns out for Renewable Energy Resiliency event
electrician Braden East of Intrinsic 
Energy, and local solar user Krispen 
Elder, who shared case studies and 
hands-on experience from projects 
across the Kootenays. Together, the 
speakers walked participants through the 
realities of solar, micro-hydro, off-grid, 
and grid-tied systems.

Attendees were highly engaged 
throughout the event, asking thoughtful 

questions about how to implement new 
systems, improve existing setups, and 
take advantage of emerging possibilities 
in renewable energy. Topics ranged from 
system design and efficiency upgrades 
to innovative approaches like using an 
electric vehicle to power a home during 
outages.

The event offered both inspiration 
and practical knowledge, helping 

participants better understand the 
steps involved in building energy 
independence while reducing long-term 
costs and environmental impact.

SIFCo’s Community Resiliency 
Series aims to equip residents with 
knowledge, tools, and local connections 
that strengthen the region’s capacity 
to adapt and thrive in changing times. 
This renewable energy gathering 

highlighted the strong local expertise 
already present in the Kootenays and 
the community’s growing interest in 
resilient, decentralized energy solutions.

For many in attendance, the evening 
provided not just information, but a 
clearer vision of what is possible when 
local knowledge, practical skills, and 
community curiosity come together.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Music lovers – get saddled up 

for a musical ride like no other, from 
slow canter to full gallop! Soon, three 
days of magical listening experiences 
await you.

Some of you will remember the 
Music in the Park concert from the 
summer of 2025, featuring virtuoso 
singer/songwriter and pianist Leila 
Neverland and her partner Neil Gray 
on drums. After the enthusiastic 
audience response to that amazing 
event, the Slocan Lake Arts Council 
has organized a tour of the two 
artists to Nakusp and Silverton from 
February 27 to March 1, 2026.

Neil Gray and LEILA share 
a story of love: love of music of 
diverse genres, love of composing 
and performing and love for each 
other. They will be sharing these as 
they perform together in three very 
different events.
Nakusp event

SLAC has collaborated with 
the Arrow Lakes and District Arts 
Council (SLAC), which will be 
hosting Leila Neverland at the 
Bonnington Arts Theatre in Nakusp 
on February 27. LEILA’s unique 
and variously playful, powerful and 
soulful music will capture audiences, 
as she touches on songs of hardship, 
heartbreak, loss, love and renewal. 
Drummer Neil Gray will offer his 
steady and complex rhythms to match 
her cinematic compositions. Joined 
by string players to form a quintet, 
LEILA will be playing music from 
her newest album, engineered by 
Howie Weinberg, a multiple Grammy 
Award winner.

Tickets are $20 and available 
at the door or pre-purchase at Bon 
Marche.
Silverton Memorial Hall 
event

Next stop for the musicians 
is Memorial Hall in Silverton on 
February 28, hosted by SLAC. Jazz 
lovers will revel in the music of 
drummer and composer Neil Gray, 
who will be showcasing Bepop/
Hardbop compositions from his 
recently released album, ‘In the 
Streets,’ produced by Grammy Award 
winning musician Cory Weeds. Neil 
will be accompanied by renowned 
pianist David Restivo, bassist Douglas 
Stephenson and Kiyo Elkuf on tenor 
sax and trumpet. And for the icing on 
the cake, Leila Naderi (LEILA) will 
join in with sublime scat vocals (think 
Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday).

Tickets $20 and pre-purchase is 
recommended by e-transferring to 
admin@slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 
noting your name(s) in the text box.
Silverton Gallery event

Leila Neverland and Neil Gray return for shows in Nakusp and Silverton
And a wonderful way to spend 

Sunday, March 1 morning is with 
LEILA and Neil at SLAC’s Scones 
and Jam Concert in the Silverton 
Gallery. Those who prefer a smaller, 
intimate musical experience will have 

an opportunity to hear a set rotating 
through LEILA’s solo work, a power 
duet with Neil and a delicate string 
duet with New Denver’s own Anjuli 
Otter. Enjoy homemade scones, 
hot drinks and a feeling of warm 

community. Stay later to learn some 
harmonies and sing through some of 
her songs.

Tickets $35 which includes 
scones, other goodies and hot drinks. 
Pre-purchase highly appreciated 

to calculate food and beverage 
needs. Just e-transfer to admin@
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, noting your 
name(s) in the text box.

See the ads in this issue of the 
paper for more information.

submitted
Most mornings in Silverton, a 

mountain town of just 195 people, 
you’ll find Inge, age 85, stepping into 
Slocan Lake. Sometimes there’s snow 
on the beach. Sometimes it’s just 1°C. 
And yet, she swims. Every day. Several 
times a day.

Inge is known up and down the 
valley for her swimming. She a legend 
in these parts.

Most of the time, Inge swims 
alone. But she also invites strangers 
and neighbours to join her, creating 
connection in the water. She’s not 
looking for attention – she’s living with 

Inge, fresh from her icy dip, striking a pose with angelic flair.

Silverton’s legendary swimmer
joy, courage, and intention.

Inge is a cancer survivor. And she’s 
had knee replacement surgery. Still, she 
rises every morning and faithfully walks 
into the water. She says, “Just walk in and 
don’t think about it.” 

Today, she and her husband Ernst live 
simply and sustainably—baking bread, 
making rosehip and huckleberry jams, 
foraging wild berries and mushrooms 
even in winter, and making their own 
teas. They pick and collect everything 
that’s edible.

“Inge has changed my life,” says 
Inge’s friend and neighbour, Louise. 
“She inspires me to believe that aging 
can be embraced, and that even in our 
later years, we can live brave, full, 
connected lives.”
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Nominator

________________________________
Deadline: March 31, 2026

Send nominations to:  PO BOX 62 Nakusp BC V0G 1R0, or by e-mail to secretary@rotaryclubofnakusp.org

"

" submitted
As the world turns its attention 

toward the FIFA World Cup 2026™, 
excitement is rising across British 
Columbia for the ‘beautiful game.’ 
Here in the Slocan Valley, the West 
Kootenay Football Club is preparing 
for its biggest year yet. That means 
local families have an opportunity to 
get involved.

The club has opened registration for 
its 2026 Spring Recreational Season, 
offering programs for players aged 
three to adult across the Valley. The 
spring season begins the week of April 
6 and runs through June 21, ending with 
the Unity Cup Tournament.

Programs are available in Crescent 
Valley, Winlaw, Slocan, New Denver, 
Kaslo, Nakusp, and Salmo. Early Bird 
rates are in effect until February 20 and 
pricing varies by age group.

The club focuses on recreational, 
inclusive, community-based soccer. It 
offers a place for players to build skills 
at their own pace while enjoying the 

Spring soccer registration open
fun and connection the sport creates. 
Programming serves everyone from 
‘Soccer Minis’ to youth, adults, and 
goalkeepers looking to develop their 
abilities.

Formed to bring quality soccer 
programming to the small communities 
of the Slocan Valley, the club is a not-
for-profit organization built on values 
of sportsmanship, respect, and equity. It 
provides year-round indoor and outdoor 
soccer that encourages teamwork and a 
genuine love of the game.

Volunteers are needed for coaching, 
administration, board of directors, team 
support, and helping improve local 
soccer facilities. The club encourages 
anyone interested in helping to indicate 
their interest on the Spring registration 
form.

Families also benefit when they 
volunteer. Approved team coaches 
receive a 50% discount on one child’s 
registration fee.

Registration is open now at: https://
westkootenayfootball.com/


