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FULLY STOCKED LUMBER YARD • HARDWARE •  HOUSEWARES • PET & LIVESTOCK SUPPLIES & MORE 
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HIAB DELIVERY 

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
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SEA SOIL ORIGINAL 
GREAT FOR TOP-DRESSING 
REG $9.99/BAG • NOW $7.99

10% OFF ALL GENERATORS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30TH

WIDE SELECTION TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS, BIG OR SMALL     

by Jan McMurray
The BC government is facing 

two constitutional challenges by the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation (CTCR).

The CTCR filed the lawsuits on 
September 3 “to defend the rights of 
their Sinixt membership,” according to 
a press release issued by the CTCR. The 
release explains that one suit challenges 
BC’s Consultation Policy, which states 
it will “notify” rather than “consult” 
the Sinixt members of the Colville 
reserve; and the other suit challenges 
amendments to the School Act that deny 
representation from the Colville Sinixt 
on Indigenous Education Councils.

“The lawsuits come in response to 
British Columbia’s formal decisions to 
treat the Sinixt differently than other 
BC First Nations, despite the Supreme 
Court of Canada ruling that the Sinixt 
are an Aboriginal people of Canada 
in R v. Desautel (2021),” the press 
release says.

In the Desautel case, the Supreme 
Court affirmed that BC is part of 
Sinixt traditional territory, and that 
colonialism forced the Sinixt out of 
BC and down to the southern part of 
their territory in Colville, Washington.

The press release says the BC 
government worked with the CTCR’s 

Colville Sinixt launch lawsuits against Province of BC
Sinixt membership for years, and 
then in March 2025, the government 
implemented the new Consultation 
Policy. Under the new policy, the 
Colville Sinixt are notified of decisions 
affecting their territory rather than 
engaged in meaningful consultation 
on the issues.

“The lawsuit argues that this policy 
violates both section 35(1) of the 
Constitution Act, 1982, which protects 
the rights of Indigenous people, and 
section 15 of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, which guarantees equality 
under the law. The Sinixt are seeking 
declarations from the court that such 
treatment is unlawful, discriminatory, 
and contrary to the honour of the 
Crown,” the release states.

Section 15 of the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms is also violated in the 
amendments to the School Act, the 
CTCR claims. The definition of “First 
Nation” in the amendments excludes 
the Colville Sinixt, as they are not a 
“band” under the Indian Act.

“As a result, the Sinixt are barred 
from sitting on Indigenous Education 
Councils and cannot ensure that 
their perspectives and history are 
reflected in the curriculum – even in 
schools operating squarely within their 
traditional territory,” the press release 

states.
Syilx Okanagan response
The Syilx Okanagan Nation was 

quick to respond, with a statement by 
Chief Clarence Louie, Tribal Chair of 
the Chiefs Executive Council. 

“As Rights and Title holders, 
and as the successor group for Sinixt 
people in Canada, the Syilx Okanagan 
Nation, as represented by the Chiefs 
Executive Council, agrees with the BC 
government’s approach to prioritizing 
consultation with BC-based First 
Nations, and to consulting with US 
Tribes at a notification level.

“We are disappointed by these 
legal challenges and accusations of 
discrimination, which are inconsistent 
with the way the BC government has 
worked diligently with our Nation 
and others, to ensure BC-based First 
Nations rightly remain the priority of the 
province, while still meeting the legal 
obligations of previous court rulings.

“The interests of our Sinixt 
members are protected and advanced 
by our Nation in Canada, and we remain 
committed to protecting our Territory in 
the Arrow Lakes. We will be reviewing 
these claims against the BC government 
and will respond in due course, when 
and if necessary.”

BC government response

The BC Ministry of Attorney 
General provided a very brief reply 
to our request for more information: 

“We respect the court process, and as 
a general practice, the Province cannot 
comment on matters before the court.”

Ginger displays her hand-braided garlic, grown in her backyard in Harrop-Procter, at the Hills 
Garlic Fest in New Denver, September 7. 
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Wildfire–Drought 
Feedback Loop

Raindrops form when water vapour 
condenses around particles in the at-
mosphere. A 2021 study showed that 
water droplets formed in wildfire smoke 
in mid-altitude altocumulous clouds are 
too small to act as raindrop nuclei. A feed-
back loop results when wildfire smoke 
leads to clouds with less rain, which leads 
to worse droughts and more wildfires.

submitted
Mark your calendar! The HGG’s 

25th anniversary celebrations run 
September 23-27. This series of 
festive activities includes an art walk 
on Friday the 26th, a show of Patrizia 
Menton’s photos for sale, an art 
auction to raise funds for the gallery 
and a party with live music by alt. 
soul/reggae/rock band Truckvancar 

Celebrating 25 Years of the Hidden Garden Gallery (HGG)
Saturday the 27th.

HGG is still accepting donations 
for the auction of paintings or 
drawings of a specific size - 25 cm 
x 25 cm (10 x 10 inches). If you’re 
interested in donating, the deadline 
to submit a piece is ASAP. Drop-off 
for artwork is September 18 between 
12 and 3 pm at the gallery. 

Friday the 26th at 1 pm, step 

into history, art, and celebration with 
For the Love of Art, a lively guided 
mini-tour that traces the story of the 
HGG and showcases the spirit of our 
creative community.

The walking tour starts at the 
gallery’s original site on Main and 
Kildare (now the Food Bank). From 
there, participants will wind through 
the village, stopping at significant 

sites where local art and music bring 
the past to life. Highlights include 
a peek into the charming garden 
that inspired the gallery’s name, the 
colourful outdoor gallery of Judy 
Wapp and David Everest, and Greer 
Park, where Toru Fujibayashi’s 
magnificent sculpture ‘Inner Chi’ 
still inspires.

The walk ends at today’s HGG, 
where refreshments, a history corner, 
Patrizia Menton’s photos for sale, 

silent art auction previews, and a 
warm welcome await. Founding board 
member Janna Schellenberg will share 
stories of the gallery’s beginnings, 
and everyone is encouraged to add 
their own memories to this joyful 
community celebration.

Celebrations culminate on the 
27th; get ready to boogie and take 
home one of Patrizia’s photos or an 
original piece of art from the auction 
6:30-9 pm. Dance to the groovy 
fusion sounds of five-piece band 
Truckvancar from Rossland, who 
play original and cover tunes.

The gallery is located at 112 
Slocan Avenue, with special hours 
for the anniversary from 12 to 3 pm 
Tuesday the 23rd through Saturday the 
27th of September.

Follow @hiddengardengallery 
on Ins tagram and Facebook 
and visit the gallery’s website, 
hiddengardengallery.ca to find 
out more about the HGG’s 25th 
anniversary celebrations.
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Please consider a voluntary 
subscription to the Valley Voice!
https://valleyvoice.ca/donate/

Poultry feed

Drywall & mud, insulation

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Save 15-20 % off on 
select single posts in 

stock starting Sept 2nd

Shavings Slogger rubber boots & 
garden shoes 30% off

Wheelbarrows, wagons 
Lawn furniture and 

Chairs at reduced prices

Be fire-prepared. Sprinklers, 
hoses, spray nozzles, poly & PVC 

pipe to irrigate your property

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

PNW seeds
River floaties 

and beach toys

submitted
A local history book 20 

years in the making will be 
launched at the Silvery Slocan 
Museum in New Denver on 
Saturday, October 4 at 1 pm. 
Author Greg Nesteroff will 
also speak on the book at 
the Slocan Valley Historical 
Society annual general 
meeting on Saturday, October 
18 at 1 pm at the WE Graham 

Biography of Sandon founder to be launched October 4
school library in Slocan.

The King of Sandon: 
Murder,  Myth,  and the 
Man Behind BC’s Greatest 
Ghost Town is a full-length 
biography of John Morgan 
Harris, a mining magnate with 
a secret past and a complicated 
legacy.

Local  his tor ian and 
journalist Greg Nesteroff 
traces Harris’ life from rural 

Virginia, where he was born 
into a family of slaveholders, 
to northern Idaho, where he 
risked life and liberty to make 
a name for himself.

Harris arrived in the 
Slocan in early 1892, in a 
wave of prospectors lured 
by a silver rush, and bought 
a promising mining claim 
that turned into his bonanza. 
While other tycoons spent 
their fortunes on mansions in 
urban areas, Harris built an 
entire city in the wilderness 
as a monument to himself. 
He owned the townsite, its 
principal buildings, power 
plant, and waterworks.

He was nicknamed the 

King of Sandon, but his 
subjects didn’t always see his 
rule as benevolent. He was 
frequently in court defending 
his interests, and one dispute 
over a mining claim dragged 
on for years before finally 
reaching the Privy Council.

When Sandon’s fortunes 
declined as the mines in 
the area played out, Harris 
refused to leave, even as his 
town crumbled around him. 
Although new life teased 
occasionally, his optimism 
that the city would boom 
again was never fully justified.

During the book launch, 
Nesteroff will present a 
slideshow and explain the 

book’s long genesis, including 
his trips to Harris’ birthplace 
and burial site in Virginia.

“I became interested in 
Johnny Harris because so 
many myths were associated 
with him,” Nesteroff explains. 
“While some things were said 
about him that were false, I 
was surprised that some of the 
most unlikely things turned 
out to be true.”

The book lays bare 
Harris’ darkest secrets and 
also looks at how, following 
his death, Sandon nearly 
faded from existence, only 
to be discovered by others 
determined to save what was 
left.

The book includes 237 
photos and illustrations as 
well as eight specially-created 
maps. The King of Sandon is 
available for pre-order on the 
book’s companion website, 
kingofsandon.com, which 
also contains source notes, 
photo galleries, interviews, 
and many other special 
features.

The book will be available 
in stores throughout the West 
Kootenay following the 
launch.

The 522-page book has 
237 images and illustrations, 
plus eight maps, endnotes, 
a comprehensive index and 
family trees.

Johnny Harris, the ‘King of Sandon,’ is the subject of a book by local historian 
and journalist Greg Nesteroff.
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OPINION

Kaslo, say yes 
…to a low impact RV park/

campground. Council has been 
challenged to reimagine South 
Beach development. Through 
zoning, council has the authority 
to reshape this development so that 
our community can embrace it and 
it needs reshaping. The strata-lot 
RV park the developer has proposed 
is not a campground but rather a 
private, gated RV cottage community. 

The proposal presented at 
the September 9 council meeting 
prioritizes minimizing environmental 
disturbance and offers a more natural 
camping experience. It preserves the 
‘natural water-land interaction’ that 
takes place between Kaslo River 
and South Beach as this interaction 
softens the impacts of catastrophic 
flooding. It aligns with the Nelson 
Kootenay Lake Tourism five-year 
strategic plan goal: “Although our 
goal is to increase the value of 
tourism in our region year after 
year, we also have the goal to ensure 
that the type of tourism we are 
promoting is aligned with the desires 
of the residents who live in our 
communities.” 

This ‘New Vision for South 
Beach’ complies, respects and 
acknowledges many objectives 
and policies in Kaslo’s Official 
Community Plan. It also provides 
council and the developer an 
opportunity to carve out a unique 
niche in the highly competitive 
tourism market. 

Let your council members know 
that you support this ‘New Vision for 
South Beach.’ 

Anne Malik
Kaslo

A chance for 
pickleball 
trouble in Kaslo 
to end?

A few months ago, I published an 
open letter addressed to the board of 
the Kaslo Racquet Club (KRC) and 
the council of the Village of Kaslo, 
expressing concerns about the five-
year lease agreement governing the 
management of our public tennis 
and pickleball courts. This lease 
restricts access to what should be a 
freely available recreational facility 
for both taxpaying residents and 
visitors. Based on a comprehensive 
survey I conducted, this access 
restriction is unique to Kaslo and 
does not reflect the policies of 
other BC locations. Elsewhere, 
recreation facility authorities ensure 
that courts are unlocked and allow for 
unrestricted access, regardless of any 
club membership status.

Recent developments offer hope 
for change in Kaslo. Following the 
resignation of the KRC board in 
April 2025, a new board, comprised 
of active pickleball players, has the 
opportunity to align our policies 
with those of other clubs across BC. 
This change will be particularly 
beneficial for tourists. ‘Pickleball 
tourism’ is gaining popularity 
across the Americas, and local 
tourism operators, such as motels 
and BnBs, should advocate to their 
councils for freely accessible public 
courts. Encouraging visitors to join 
local players can foster a vibrant 
community atmosphere, much 
like the successful model seen 
in Christina Lake, known as the 

‘Pickleball Capital of Canada.’
Could Kaslo become a ‘Pickleball 

Destination,’ supporting local growth 
and welcoming tourists? We do have 
some of the finest courts to enjoy and 
play on. To further illustrate these 
issues, I’ve created two YouTube 
videos: a concise version [https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhr_
avHmht0] and a detailed presentation 
[ h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=V21PmUTuBug&t=684s]. 
If you believe in the principle of open 
access to public facilities, please 
show your support by giving the 
videos a thumbs up.

Hans Baer
Kaslo

Will the world 
get its act 
together?

Over the past year, it has been 
quite obvious Israel has been 
committing genocide in Gaza. 
On September 1, 2025, 86% of 
the members of the International 
Association of Genocide Scholars 
voted confirming that Israel was 
indeed committing genocide in 
Gaza. What could be worse than 
a genocide? The world not doing 
anything about it. Canada, a signing 
member of the Geneva Convention 
on Genocide, is now obliged to act. 
No word yet on what action our 
country or anyone else will take.

Israel’s actions in the Palestinian 
territories were condemned as illegal 
by the International Court of Justice 
in its July 19, 2024 ruling. The court 
advised sanctions and the payment 
of reparations by Israel. At last 
September’s meeting of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA), Israel 
was given a deadline of September 
19, 2025 to cease its activities in, 
and withdraw from, the occupied 
Palestinian territories.

Will the September 19, 2025 
deadline pass with no repercussions? 
A lot of talking is done at UNGA 
meetings. To take the talk to action, 
the Hague Group was formed in 
January 2025. Its purpose is to 
advance International Law in this 
‘era of Impunity.’ On July 15-

16, 2025, a meeting was held in 
Bogota, Columbia, attended by 
representatives of 30 countries, to 
reclaim the broken international 
system. A declaration was issued, 
calling on all states to take effective 
action on Israel’s violation of 
internat ional  law, including 
accountability, sanctions and 
cessation of support for Israel.

Upon learning of Israel’s intent to 
completely demolish Gaza, Turkey 
joined the group. Turkish trade 
with Israel had already decreased 
considerably. Now Turkey is adopting 
the measures of the Hague Group. 
This includes suspending military 
exports to Israel; refusing transit of 
weapons to Israel through Turkish 
ports and airspace; and reviewing 
all public contracts to prevent state 
institutions and pension funds from 
supporting Israeli companies. The 
International Criminal Court’s pursuit 
of accountability for war crimes will 
also be actively supported.

The measures adopted at 
Bogota show seriousness, and that 
coordinated action is possible. The 
joint statement will remain open for 
endorsement by other nations until 
September 20. The date coincides 
with the opening of the 80th UN 
General Assembly. Instead of just 
talking, countries will be able to 
reclaim the broken international 
system with action instead of words.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Forestry doesn’t 
work for BC

On August 21, Ken Kalesnikoff, 
representing the industry lobby 
group Forestry Works for BC, 
appeared before the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK) board 
of directors for the second time. 
The goal was clear: convince the 
board to endorse the status quo in 
forestry ahead of the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM) convention.

This was not their first attempt. 
When Forestry Works last presented 
in September 2024, they secured 
partial support. In January 2025, 
the RDCK sent a letter to Forests 

Minister Ravi Parmar voicing 
conditional backing. But those 
conditions – focused on safeguards 
and long-term realities – clash with 
the lobby’s mandate to defend short-
term industrial interests. The board, 
much like our province, appears 
divided.

This year, however, the RDCK 
will hear a different voice. On 
September 18, the Save What’s 
Left Conservation Society will 
present our perspective – grounded 
in economics, science, and local 
realities. We want directors, and 
British Columbians more broadly, to 
have the full picture before deciding 
whose facts truly hold up.

A recent Castanet article praised 
the non-profit Forestry Works, but 
it failed to note that it is far from a 
grassroots group. It represents many 
big industry players such as the Truck 
Loggers Association and the Interior 
Lumber Manufacturers Association. 
Their message: maintain or increase 
harvests of primary forest on Crown 
land – despite overwhelming 
evidence that this is unsustainable. 
Near Kalesnikoff’s mill in Castlegar, 
the backcountry has been nearly 
logged out of primary forest. 
Google Earth imagery of Sproule, 
Rixen, Sitkum, Redfish and many 
other watersheds shows natural 
forest replaced by Kalesnikoff with 
flammable plantations of reduced 
ecological value.

Meanwhile, BC’s stumpage 
revenues barely cover the Ministry of 
Forests’ costs and BC Timber Sales 
operates at a net loss. Logs sell for 
nearly double the price just across the 
border from Castlegar in Washington 
State. Canada IS dumping lumber 
on the US market! This highly 
subsidized industry cannot stand on 
its own feet.

Extreme floods like the 2018 
Kettle Valley disaster, the 2021 
Fraser Valley atmospheric river, 
and today’s megafires are worsened 
or even caused by clearcutting. 
These disasters have cost tens of 
billions of dollars, far more than 
BC’s paltry stumpage revenues could 
ever recover. Industry blames climate 
change alone, but science shows that 
replacing natural forests with young, 
single-aged plantations has left our 
landscapes dangerously exposed.

It’s also worth noting who 
Forestry Works doesn’t represent – 
multinational forestry corporations. 
Forestry Works speaks for mostly 
small and mid-sized companies, 
like Kalesnikoff. The irony is, these 
are the very businesses that would 
benefit the most from radical tenure 

continued on page 5
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reform.
We don’t want to see companies 

like Kalesnikoff fail. We want 
them to evolve and thrive in a truly 
sustainable system. But that won’t 
happen by chasing higher harvest 
levels, clearcutting and maintaining 
the status quo!

The latest figures show tourism 
contributes an increasing $9.7 billion 
to the BC GDP, while forestry and 
logging contributes a plummeting 
$1.7 billion. The potential for 
tourism to so-called ‘supernatural 
BC’ is expected to explode while 
forestry and logging can’t help but 
fall off a cliff because the US demand 
we depend on is evaporating. So 
even just economically-speaking, 
it’s obvious, status quo forestry 
DOESN’T work for BC. We need 
to save what’s left!

You can email the RDCK board 
of directors with your thoughts at: 
board@rdck.bc.ca 

Joe Karthein, Save What’s 
Left Conservation Society

Balfour

continued from page 4

BC power mafia
Wow, living in greenwashed BC 

sure is expensive. No matter how 
hard I try to lower my FortisBC 
electrical bill, I pay more every year. 
All my appliances are Energy Star 
certified. I turn off lights or phantom 
power from monitors or stereos when 
not in use. My clothes dryer has not 
been used in four months. I switched 
100% to LED lighting, replacing 
the incandescent bulbs, even though 
they had a more beautiful glow. I 
used less power than last month and 
the same month the year before yet 
get zero savings because the system 
cares more about shareholders than 
conservation. If you can’t pay, 
FortisBC will take your power away.

When I examine my power bill 
closely, I can see the problem is with 
the usage fee, the “cost to support the 
system that brings electricity to your 
home/business.” That usage fee was 
about $12 ten years ago; now it is 
around $24. Just try and save with 
FortisBC – it can’t be done! There is 
just a flat expensive rate of 15 cents a 
kWh, no lower rate in off peak times, 
zero innovation. Thanks, FortisBC. 
The dams here in the Kootenays 
supply 25% of BC power yet we get 
no discounts.

What you don’t know is that 
the system is massively in debt 
and the Province of BC is in bed 
with them. Fortis Inc, based out 
of Newfoundland, owns FortisBC 
and carries a staggering $34 billion 
in debt — with FortisBC itself 
carrying $3 billion. To pay the bank 

and keep shareholders happy, rate 
increases of 5% a year or more are 
required to keep this beast afloat. 
About 30% of my power bill is 
tax and usage fees, costs I cannot 
reduce. Costs that are baked into a 
greenwashed system that stomps on 
my paycheque. Electrical rates in 
BC have gone up 30% in 10 years 
and they will continue to rise. With 
sticky inflation, no wonder the BC 
public is struggling in this disaster 
of a province with $134 billion in 
current debt with about $209 billion 
hitting us in 2028! Premier Eby truly 
is the Billion Dollar Man!

Mighty Site C dam has finally 
started operations ahead of schedule! 
Hallelujah! Break-even time for this 
project will likely be a century or 
more, provided we get the snow and 
rain from Mother Nature. At $16 
billion, the project is on unstable land 
and way over double the initial cost. 
When former Premier John Horgan 
was alive, he said Site C should never 
have been built. The last 10 years 
have been baking hot and our hydro 
dams in BC are not performing well. 
Dirty coal energy from Alberta and 
Washington kept the lights on for 
about $1 billion each year for the 
last 5 years!

Renewable energy like solar and 
wind are not reliable enough for BC 
since we are a northern province that 
struggles with sunlight and consistent 
wind. The real energy saviour for 
BC and Canada is SMRs (Small 
Modular Reactors) using nuclear 
energy. Too bad BC is greenwashed 
and won’t touch an SMR. They are 
being used in Ontario just fine with 
no increased cancer rates, and that 
includes leukemia in children.

With weak leaders like Adrian 
Dix and Billion Dollar Man Eby, this 
province will be paying very high 
energy costs for generations. They 
don’t have the guts to go with the 
future, SMRs. BC is a greenwashed 
province clinging to fossil fuels like 
LNG, a sunset industry that warms 
and kills the planet, even if it is 
burned in Asia. You can’t get money 
out of a dead taxpayer Premier Eby. 
Wake up and go SMR.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

The end of the 
wenches?

Could this be farewell for the 
wenches at Nakusp’s Soup Kitchen? 
It is with great sadness that I write 
these words. For seven years I 
have been making soup for the 
community, at the Old Fire Hall. In 
June of this year, the Old Fire Hall 
Collective was given notice that the 

Village intended to sell the building. 
How the Village can decide to sell a 
property that is owned by the public 
without public input, is beyond me.

As I stated before, I am one 
of the wenches who run the Soup 
Kitchen. Together we donate about 
1,000 hours of our time every year 
to make the Soup Kitchen run. I 
can wholeheartedly say that my 
experience serving soup every 
Tuesday and the big Christmas dinner 
has been profoundly gratifying and 
fulfilling.

I moved here from Calgary, 
where everyone is just another 
invisible cog in the great wheel. 
When I first moved here, I was told 
that Nakusp was very closed to 
newcomers and that I would never 
be considered a local by the locals. 
My experience has been completely 
opposite to what I was told. I have 
found this community to be very 
accepting and supportive.

I am so truly grateful for all of 
you who have supported the kitchen 
for these past seven years. We’ve 
shared your joy at the arrival of 
a new family addition and we’ve 
shed a tear with you at the loss of 
a loved one. You’ve shared with 
us the abundance of your gardens 
so we could then share it with the 
community. You’ve dropped off jars, 
which seem to vanish like socks in 
the dryer. You’ve volunteered at 
our Christmas dinner and used your 
grocery points to buy us turkeys and 
hams. You’ve brought your visiting 
family and friends to meet us. We’ve 
seen your kids grow. I am humbled 
that you would share so much with us 
and I want you to know how deeply 
you have touched me.

In the event that we are unable 
to keep the Old Fire Hall, we have 
looked at other kitchens in the 
community. Unfortunately, they 
are too small to accommodate the 
space that we need. The Village has 
generously offered us the kitchen in 
the arena. At the Fire Hall, we have 
two kitchens side by side, a large 
bright space, lots of storage and a 
walk-in cooler. The arena kitchen is 
small, dark, lacks ventilation, is not 
a commercial kitchen and has no 
direct access to the outdoors, which 
is very important as people like to 
pop in while we prep. They drop off 
jars, pop in to say hello or drop off 
goodies from their gardens. Where 
else can someone drop off giant 
zucchinis? When all is said and done, 
it would take extensive renovations 
to even come close to what we 
already have at the Old Fire Hall. 

The Village has said they would 
be willing to renovate the arena 

kitchen to meet our needs. This 
means that they would sell a perfectly 
good building that currently meets 
our needs, then spend some of 
the proceeds to renovate another 
building that may never meet our 
needs. The logic baffles me. It is sad 
to think of losing this community 
asset as we will never get it back.

Recently, I have learned that 
since the RDCK funds the arena, 
they also have a say in how it runs. 
At this time, we have full autonomy 
with the Soup Kitchen. Moving to the 
arena would put us under the thumb 
of two bureaucratic entities and all 
the hoops that they make you jump 
through. No, thank you!

I love what we do at the kitchen 
and I love all of you who support us, 
however I am not willing give up 
my autonomy or my freedom. I am 
eternally grateful and proud to be a 
part of your community!

Carolina Dalgleish
Nakusp

Overwhelming 
force

The barbaric actions of the ‘state 
of israel’ (lower case intentional) 
needs to be stopped, shunned, then 
delegitimized as any example of a 
‘free and democratic’ nation in the 
Middle East.

There seem to be only two 
solutions for this outcome since the 
corrupt and paid-for US government 
will only continue to support and 
supply the ongoing genocide of the 
Palestinian peoples in Gaza and the 
illegal settlements in the West Bank.

One – the United Nations needs 
to (but likely won’t) organize and 
authorize an overwhelmingly large 
military force to invade this Zionist 
cesspool of hate, homicide, insanity 
and moral depravity and force it 
at gunpoint to allow the many 
hundreds of food-laden trucks into 
the area to save a starving populace 
that is now experiencing a declared 
famine. The corrupt war criminals 
of the fascist Israeli government, its 
IDF and their American and multi-
national mercenary assistants like the 
morally bankrupt Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation (whose ‘aid sites’ have 
proven to be purposefully-created 
shooting galleries with starving, 
sick and wounded human beings as 
targets) need to be met with heavy-
handed deadly force and arrested. 
UN armies need to occupy Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem and other major centres 
and arrest these terrorists who claim 
to be running a ‘country.’ 

This fascist entity long ago 
gave up any right to claim to be 
a modern democratic nation. The 

Israeli populace for the most part 
(84%) overwhelmingly supports 
Netenyahu’s killing rampage and 
forced starvation. These Zionist-
motivated governments over the last 
100 years have committed countless 
atrocities against the Palestinian 
Arab people and are continuing to do 
so to this very day. They have shown 
themselves clearly to be genocidal 
land-stealers and killers of all who 
resist their crimes. But despite all 
the abject horror before our eyes, 
the feckless UN will likely continue 
to do nothing but talk and talk and 
issue press statements, much like 
Israel-supporting PM Carney and 
Zionist-supporting opposition leader 
Poilievre, who was also in favour of 
bombing Iran, by the way.

Two – If the Islamic Republic of 
Iran can muster the moxie to unleash 
another and longer missile barrage 
into the heart of this rabid animal, 
hitting the government, military and 
industrial centres and into the middle 
of these illegal settlements in the 
West Bank, maybe, just maybe this 
genocide and forced starvation in 
Palestine will end. Is there another 
way? Negotiations? No. Tried and 
failed countless times. Ceasefire? 
Israel almost immediately breaks 
every ceasefire agreement they sign. 
Diplomacy? No. Hand of God? 
Doubtful.

Lord knows Iran has the legal 
grounds for a pre-emptive strike since 
they are historically and constantly 
being harassed and threatened by 
Israel and the West with military 
force, regime change and madman 
Netenyahu’s ‘Greater-Israel’ project, 
which includes parts of Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq and of course Gaza and 
the West Bank and in all likelihood 
parts of Iran itself. The man is truly 
insane and out of control. With the 
Israel adoring US and their veto at 
the helm of the UN, is there even 
any longer a recognized or workable 
international law?

The United Nations of the 
world or Iran may if they wish end 
the ongoing horror, brutality and 
starvation because, for sure, no one 
in the West has the guts to. Nothing 
will end this but overwhelming 
military force.

Todd Allen
New Denver
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by Jan McMurray
Selkirk College is finding ways 

to serve Kaslo and Nakusp, despite 
the Kaslo learning centre closing in 
June and the Nakusp learning centre 
scheduled to close December 31.

“We are a regional community 
college and serving the whole region 
is really important to us,” said 
Allison Alder, Dean of Academic 
Upgrading. “We served these two 
centres successfully for decades, 
and we’ve been an integral part of 
the community and a formative part 
of people’s lives, and we don’t want 
to let that go. It will just look a bit 
different.”

Academic upgrading is now 
being offered one day a week in each 
community. Upgrading instructor 
Jenn Lucke from Kaslo will be 
in Kaslo at the public library on 
Mondays, and in Nakusp at the 
learning centre on Tuesdays. A 
new location in Nakusp will be 
announced before the learning centre 
closes at the end of the year.

“It’s a reduction of time and 
space – having a drop-in centre 
where we’re able to offer a variety 
of courses and programs isn’t going 
to happen – but we are hoping we 
can still serve people who want 
to upgrade high school courses, 
achieve their Adult Dogwood or 
get prerequisites to move forward,” 

Selkirk College offers academic upgrading once a week in Kaslo and Nakusp
Alder said.

Services include helping learners 
select and register for courses, 
connecting learners with instructors 
and courses in other Selkirk College 
centres, providing one-to-one help 
or computer support, and offering 
a quiet space to study, submit 
assignments and write tests.

People in the two communities 
can either drop in or make an 
appointment to access the weekly 
service for now, but Alder said 
depending on demand, that might 
shift to appointments only. “If a 
learner is moving forward and 
making progress in a heavier course, 
we’ll want to make sure they have 
the time they need.”

Alder says Lucke will bring 
along a couple of computers for 
learners who don’t have their own. 
They won’t be able to take the 
computers home, but they’ll be able 
to work on them one day per week, 
she said.

Community Education and 
Workplace Training programs are 
being offered in Nakusp until the 
end of December. For the future, 
Alder said the college is looking 
at how best to provide training and 
programs that meet the needs of 
business and industry. “So there 
won’t be a printed program of 
courses sent to everyone in the 

mail,” she added.
Selkirk College wants to hear 

from community members in 
Nakusp and Kaslo, and has an online 
survey available until September 
20. “We really want to know what 
people want and need,” Alder said.

The changes are due to financial 
challenges in the wake of a huge 
decline in international students 

stemming from changes to federal 
immigration policy. “We’ve been 
working on this and a few other 
changes at the college all summer, 
to try to be efficient and still serve 
learners,” Alder said. “Any change 
is a bit of a dance, and we definitely 
want to acknowledge that it’s hard 
on people – learners, students, staff 
and leaders. We also want to get the 

message out there that we really 
want to hear from the community 
about how we can serve them.”

Find the link to the survey in 
the news release about academic 
upgrading in Kaslo and Nakusp 
on the Selkirk College website, or 
contact Jenn (jlucke@selkirk.ca) 
or Alder (aalder@selkirk.ca) with 
your input. 

submitted
People in Nelson and nearby 

communities now have improved 
access to care with the opening of the 
Nelson community health campus.

Located on the old Mount St. 
Francis hospital site at 902 11th 
Street, the Nelson community health 
campus features a new building with 
two towers: Fairview Gardens, a 
75-bed long-term care home; and 
the Community Health Services 
Centre, which provides a wide range 
of community-based health services.

Nelson Fairview Gardens features 
a modern, resident-centred design with 
private rooms, cozy ‘neighbourhoods’ 
named after local trees, and safe 
outdoor spaces where residents can 
feel comfortable and cared for.

The Community Health Services 
Centre provides a wide range of 
community-based health services, 
such as public health, home care, early 

New Nelson health campus will support people of all ages
childhood development and mental 
health support.

With guidance from the Kootenay 
Boundary Aboriginal Services Society 
Collaborative, the campus features 
Indigenous language, artwork, 
welcome wall and signage from the 
Ktunaxa, syilx, Michif and Inuktitut, 
to support cultural safety and inclusion 
for all care seekers and to honour 
the territory on which the facility is 
located. The entire campus is designed 
to support collaborative, high-quality, 
culturally safer care for people of all 

ages and backgrounds.
This project was a collaborative 

effort between the Ministry of Health, 
Interior Health, West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District, 
Columbia Basin Trust and Golden 
Life Management. Interior Health will 
lease and operate the facility.

The estimated capital cost to 
make the building operational for 
healthcare services is approximately 
$20.6 million, including $4.8 million 
from the West Kootenay-Boundary 
Regional Hospital District.

submitted
The Village of New Denver, 

in partnership with the Kohan 
Reflection Garden Society, has 
just received a SPARC BC Local 
Community Accessibility Grant for 
an exciting project in the Kohan 
Reflection Garden.

By providing improved access, 
the project will ensure that everyone, 
no matter their ability, can enjoy 
the Teahouse, the heritage heart 
of the garden. Work by volunteers 
and contractors, scheduled to start 
mid-September, will install a new 
concrete ramp to the entrance gate, 
grid-hardened lawn entry points from 
the street, and a slate paved pathway 
from the entrance to the Teahouse, 
then out to the ‘worker’s gate’ on 
1st Avenue.

Kohan Reflection Garden news
While work progresses, the 

garden will be open, but partial 
closure will sometimes be necessary 
in the area of the entrance and 
teahouse. The public may access the 
garden from the boat ramp entrance.

The Kohan Reflection Garden 
Society thanks New Denver’s 
Accessibility Advisory Committee, 
Village council, and the Planning 
and Public Works departments for 
their support and contributions to 
the project.

The SPARC funding will also 
provide two benches for the Kizuna 
Trail that is planned to connect the 
NIMC through Centennial Park and 
to 1st Avenue, just across from the 
Kohan Garden.

The public will be notified when 
the work is completed.

submitted
To provide a seamless and 

positive experience, the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) Building Department is 
introducing a new centralized email 
address for booking building permit 
inspections, effective September 2. 
Rather than contacting individual 
offices in Creston, Nakusp, and 
Nelson, permit holders can now 
email inspections@rdck.bc.ca to 
book an inspection.

 “We are always looking for ways 
to make our services more accessible 
and responsive for residents and 
builders,” said Erik Stout, RDCK 
Building and Bylaw Manager. 
“By introducing a centralized 
email for building inspections, we 
are streamlining communication, 

New streamlined approach to 
booking building permit inspection

reducing delays, and ensuring a 
more efficient and reliable process 
for everyone involved.”

Inspections can still be booked 
by phone, ensuring the public can 
easily access inspection services 
through various channels.

Those using this new service 
can expect a booking confirmation 
email within 24 hours. To book an 
inspection via email please provide 
the following information: permit 
number, site address, owner’s name, 
type of inspection required, notes 
or instructions for building official.

Email inspections@rdck.bc.ca, 
or phone 250-352-8155 (Nelson), 
250-265-4111 (Nakusp), or 250-
428-5717 (Creston).

For more information about the 
RDCK, visit www.rdck.ca.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area 
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone 
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, 
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesdays thru Sundays, 3-9 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly dining and casual 
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our 
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing 
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Open: 3-9 pm. Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, 
tackle, fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries. 
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery 
We’ve got beaucoup books! As the days get cooler and the nights longer, many readers 
shift from light beach reads to heavier fare. Whatever your reading preferences, we’ve 
been expanding our selection and may just have the perfect book for you • Our Canadian 
eco-fashion collection is transitioning from summer to autumn, and thus you will find cooler 
clothing moving to the sales rack as we make room for fall fashion • If you love Anian’s 
apparel as much as we do – and what’s not to love about recycled wool and cotton garments 

designed and made right here in BC! – you’ll appreciate the new styles and colours we’re 
bringing in • Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 5 pm, Sunday 10:30 - 3 pm • Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • 
RavensNestBC.com •
Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm 
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products, 
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293 
Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and 
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and 
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com 
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated sec-
ond hand clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. 
We have something for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range 
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural 
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli 
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, 
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council has approved a revised 
Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) 
with Quality Property Developments 
– a big step forward for the RV park 
development proposed for South 
Beach. 

The agreement is a result of 
over  a  year  of  negot ia t ions , 
public consultation, and technical 
assessments. The motion passed 
3-2, with Councillors Erika Bird 
and Matthew Brown voting in 
opposition, and Mayor Suzan Hewat 
and Councillors Molly Leathwood and 
Robert Lang voting in favour.

The PSA outlines terms and 
conditions that need to be fulfilled 
before the Village will sell its road 
allowances and parcels within 
South Beach to Quality Property 
Developments (QPD), which would 
facilitate the developer’s proposed 
strata RV park. 

Approval of the PSA means the 
Village and QPD can begin working 
on the terms and conditions. The 
agreement will not be finalized, and 

Kaslo council approves South Beach purchase and sale agreement
the land transfer will not occur, until 
all the conditions are met and both 
parties are satisfied. 

If conditions are met, QPD will 
pay $269,220 for 19,307 square metres 
of Village road allowances and parcels, 
and the Village will receive 1,447 
square metres of QPD’s parcels at no 
cost (valued at $44,625). The Village 
would then own all the land within 
30 metres of Kaslo River’s natural 
boundary and 15 metres of Kootenay 
Lake’s natural boundary, and QPD 
would be able to consolidate lots, 
rezone the property, and subdivide – 
necessary steps towards realizing the 
RV park, but only possible if the land 
transfer occurs. 

Council discussed possible terms 
and conditions during an in-camera 
Committee of the Whole meeting on 
July 30. Three motions were made, and 
released to the public on August 26:

That rather than the Village 
accepting monies for Village land, 
the agreement be amended to reflect a 
land swap (defeated);

That the Village conduct an 
analysis of the economic and social 

impacts of the proposed RV park 
prior to finalizing a purchase and sale 
agreement (defeated);

That the Village proceed with a net 
disposition of land as it relates to the 
proposed RV park (carried).

“I’m still of the opinion that a land 
swap without financial compensation 
for the Village is the right way to go,” 
said Councillor Bird during the August 
26 meeting.

A land swap would involve 
reconfiguring the land so there is no 
net loss or gain for either party. 

“I would bring the attention of 
council to the many, many legitimate 
concerns stated in the large volume of 
correspondence received by council on 
the matter,” said Councillor Brown. 

The land exchange and proposed 
RV park have sent ripples through the 
Village. Since the proposal was first 
brought to the public at the end of 
2023, council has received hundreds of 
letters from residents, some in favour 
but most opposed to the development.

“I am urging council to listen to the 
voices of its constituents,” said Brown.

All the same, the PSA was 

approved and time is of the essence 
for completion of the terms and 
conditions. 
Terms and conditions

Here are the key terms and 
conditions settled upon by the Village 
and QPD.

The Village will sell 19,307 square 
metres of parcels and road allowances 
to QPD for $269,220 excluding GST.

QPD will give the Village 1,447 
square metres of its parcels at no cost; 
in original discussions, the Village was 
to purchase them. The land is valued 
at $44,625.

The Village’s obligation to sell the 
land to QPD is subject to: a survey 
of the natural boundary of Kootenay 
Lake and Kaslo River; verification 
that the Village’s water system has 
sufficient capacity to service the land 
during peak demand; archeological, 
environmental, flood hazard, and 
sewerage dispersal assessments; 
QPD’s  compl iance  wi th  any 
obligations under the Environmental 
Management Act and Contaminated 
Sites Regulation; the Village enacting 
an RV park regulations bylaw; QPD 

constructing walkways and pathways 
along the river; naturalization of 
the proposed flood wall area; and 
appropriate Indigenous consultation.

QPD’s obligation to complete the 
transaction is subject to its satisfaction 
with the physical, environmental, and 
geotechnical condition of the Village’s 
land, and any conditions imposed by 
the Village’s approving officer for 
consolidation and subdivision of lots. 

QPD will dedicate a 20-metre road 
right-of-way as a public highway.

Both parties agree that a road 
closure bylaw will need to be adopted 
and referred to the Province. Council 
gave first reading to the bylaw during 
the August 26 meeting, which will 
close and remove the highway 
dedication for undeveloped portions 
of Lakeview Street, Second Street, I 
Avenue, H Avenue and Lane, and G 
Avenue and Lane. 

Both parties also agree that service 
right-of-ways must be registered for 
utilities and a proposed raw water line 
from the lake to the Kaslo Golf Course; 
and that the lands must be rezoned.
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Mountain Valley Gas Station (locally owned & operated 
Location in Slocan, BC) has an opening for employment. 
Candidates should be mature and available for varied shifts 
including evenings/weekends. Position is part-time to start 
with opportunities to grow into a full time position with expe-
rience. 
Must be able to follow directions and have skills required to 
work in a fast-paced environment offering many services to 
our community. Math skills are required.
Please attach resume, cover letter and references to apply 
through email @ 
mountainvalleystation@telus.net 
or in person to 704 Arlington Road, Slocan BC
Attention Michelle

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Like glaciers all over the world, 

the New Denver and Kokanee 
glaciers are melting rapidly.

Brian Menounos, research 
professor at University of Northern 
BC in Prince George and a 
glaciologist who studies glaciers 
in Western Canada, told the Valley 
Voice that both glaciers are “going 
fast.”

“If I had to guess, I’d say the 
New Denver glacier will probably 
vanish in the next decade. The 
Kokanee glacier will likely be around 
for several decades yet, but it’s also 
small and going fast, unfortunately,” 
Menounos said.

The end is near for New Denver and Kokanee glaciers, says glaciologist
Contrary to a widespread rumour, 

Menounos said the New Denver 
glacier is still officially a glacier, 
albeit a very small one.

“The New Denver glacier is still 
classified as a glacier from what we 
can see from satellite imagery,” he 
said, adding that the definition of a 
glacier is a collection of snow and ice 
that lasts for more than a year, and 
that shows some evidence of flowing 
under its own weight.

Menounos reports that the 
New Denver glacier is .146 square 
kilometre now, and was mapped at 
.209 square kilometre in 2021, so it 
lost 30% of its surface area between 
2021 and 2025.

Kokanee Glacier lost about 12% 
of its surface area over the same time 
period, Menounos reports, “so not as 
significant as New Denver, simply 
because Kokanee is a larger glacier.”

Warm temperatures are the main 
contributor to the melt, Menounos 
said. The last five years have been 
very warm, and there’s not a lot of 
retained snow left on the glaciers. 
“That’s really what they need to 
continue to exist – they need to 
have accumulated snow. But that’s 
not happening with the warmer 
temperatures. Even if you have a 
good snowfall year, the temperatures 
continue to rise, so we have these ice 
masses that are just disappearing.”

He says wildfire activity helps 

to advance glacial melt, as well, by 
darkening the surfaces of glaciers 
with carbon. The darker surfaces can 
absorb more sunlight, creating more 
heat and more melt.

A recently published paper by 
Menounos and five other researchers 
states that over the period 2021-
2024, glaciers in Western Canada, 
the US (not including Alaska) and 
Switzerland experienced a doubling 
of melt rates compared to the period 
2010-2020. “Conditions that favored 
strong mass loss included warm dry 
conditions and surface darkening of 
snow and ice,” the study summary 
says.

Consequences of glacial melt
Menounos said disappearing 

glaciers are sometimes associated 

with landslides, as they can expose 
steep slopes that may be susceptible 
to failure.

They can also have negative 
impacts on aquatic ecosystems. 

“Glac ie r s  a re  impor tan t 
freshwater resources that can 
supplement stream flow when the 
snow is depleted in late summer. In 
systems that don’t do well in warmer 
temperatures, the lack of glacier water 
can affect the aquatic ecosystems in 
some of these streams,” he said.

Water supply can also be 
affected, Menounos said, but not so 
much in our area. “There are going 
to be areas that are more at risk than 
others for water supply. It depends 
on which system you are talking 
about and how close to a glacier it 

is. But the New Denver and Kokanee 
glaciers won’t have much of an 
impact on water supply in your area. 
At the scale of the Columbia River, 
the contribution from glaciers is 
relatively small,” he said.

Scientists are collecting data 
to track the change in glaciers, 
but Menounos says it’s up to the 
international community “to deal 
with the elephant in the room – and 
that is rising greenhouse gases 
from fossil fuel use. That is one 
of the main factors responsible for 
warming the planet, and the warming 
is exacerbating the wildfire hazard, 
so it’s a one-two punch,” Menounos 
said. “The best way to mitigate loss 
of glaciers is to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.”

Thank you to local historian Greg Nesteroff, who submitted this historic postcard from his collection. The photo has no date, but the postcard was sent to Percy 
Robinson from JC Harris of the Bosun Ranch near New Denver in September 1909. Harris wrote: “The mountain is 9,000 feet high and the glacier is a mile 
across, very slowly moving only a few inches in a year and gradually melting, a little more every summer. In 100 years or more, there will be none of it left.”
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Elders’ Events Every Tuesday from 10 am to noon:
Social café time with complimentary coffee and
baked goods. 

Main Street at 305 6th Ave, New Denver
 Info, tools, kitchen, zoom room or flex-space

bookings email manager@fireweedhub.ca

fireweed hub
On our walls: the paintings of  Tsuneko Kokubo

Food Business Coaching Workshop October 18 & 19
with the amazing Mandi Lunan. Want to start or scale
up a food-related business? This workshop will equip
you with the knowledge and confidence you need.
Supported by the Province of BC. Space is limited;
apply on our website!

It’s Harvest Time! The culinary tool library can
make processing your harvest faster and more
efficient. Contact our manager (weekdays).

Free kitchen orientation Sunday Sept. 21  at 4
pm. Learn about the Fireweed kitchen’s great
features and how to use it for personal, non-
profit or business purposes. Space is limited:  
email to reserve your spot.

st

COMMUNITY

submitted
CWDBC.ca is a community-

driven initiative confronting the 
threat of Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD), a 100% fatal and untreatable 
disease affecting cervids like mule, 
deer, elk, and moose. The website 
empowers hunters and the broader 
public to act as frontline defenders 
in safeguarding wildlife across the 
province.

Understanding the threat
CWD is a neurodegenerative 

condition marked by the build-up of 
abnormal prion proteins in the brain, 
invariably leading to death. The 
disease was first detected in British 
Columbia in 2024 from samples 
collected in the Kootenay region. 
Since then, additional infections have 
been recorded in the Cranbrook and 
Kimberly areas, bringing the cases 
to six. The cases are expected to rise 

New resource to combat Chronic Wasting Disease in BC
dramatically without intervention. 

Now is the time to act
Mode l s  show tha t  once 

CWD prevalence passes just 5%, 
management becomes ineffective, 
and if unchecked, could drastically 
reduce cervid populations. This 
makes early detection, monitoring 
and active containment strategies 
essential.

CWDBC.ca educates hunters 
and citizens

The CWDBC.ca educates to 
slow the spread of CWD, maintaining 
its prevalence at manageable levels 
in BC through hunter participation 
and proactive management. The 
website offers tools and guidance 
across several fronts.

Hunter engagement
Provincial biologists have 

emphasized that hunters are critical in 
controlling CWD. Through selective 

harvest in affected zones, they reduce 
host densities, which in turn slows 
environmental contamination and 
disease spread. CWDBC.ca provides 
hunters with up-to-date information 
on how they can play a productive 
role in CWD management.

Sample submission and 
surveillance

Hunters supply most of the 
surveillance data for provincial 
biologists. Submitting samples, 
heads or tissue samples to designated 
drop-off sites helps biologists track 
disease prevalence and shape 
containment policies.

Safe handling and disposal
The site provides step-by-

step guidelines on field dressing, 
sample removal, and carcass 
disposal. CWDBC.ca discourages 
transportation of carcasses outside 
CWD zones and encourages burial 

or use of designated disposal sites 
to reduce accidental spread. 

Zone mapping and alerts
CWDBC.ca keeps updated 

maps of CWD Management Zones, 
positive detections, and drop-off 
locations, ensuring hunters know 
where regulations apply and where 
to submit samples. 

FAQs and reporting tools
The website’s FAQ section 

clarifies critical topics, such as 
transportation restrictions for 
carcasses, how to field dress in 
affected areas, and where to report 
sick or road-killed animals. 

Your participation is vital for 

conservation
Hunter participation is critical 

in slowing CWD because hunters 
keep deer numbers in check, submit 
samples for testing, and follow 
carcass transport rules. Without 
hunters, we lose surveillance, herd 
control, and the ability to stop the 
disease from spreading.

Visit CWDBC.ca and stay 
informed

By staying informed and 
engaged, hunters play a vital role 
in surveillance, guidance, and 
communication, helping protect 
BC’s deer and other cervids from the 
threat of Chronic Wasting Disease.

by Jan McMurray
Despite losing its case in federal 

court in May and in the court of appeal 
in August, Universal Ostrich Farms 
in Edgewood continues to pursue the 
reversal of the CFIA order to dispose 
of its herd of 400 birds.

The farm intends to submit a 
request to file an appeal in the Supreme 
Court of Canada, and to ask the 
Minister of Agriculture to reconsider 
the CFIA’s decisions. The farm’s 
lawyer has filed a motion asking the 
federal court of appeal to suspend the 
cull order until those two processes 

Universal Ostrich Farms case continues
are complete.

The motion “should be dealt 
with on an urgent basis,” the court 
documents say. The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) had a 
deadline of September 9 to respond 
to the motion, and the farm had until 
September 10 to reply. 

In the meantime, the federal court 
of appeal has granted an interim stay of 
the cull order. So the ostriches are safe 
until the court decides if it will suspend 
the cull order pending the outcome 
of the application to the Supreme 
Court and the request for ministerial 

reconsideration.
According to court documents, the 

farm will make its request for ministerial 
reconsideration by September 8, and 
will file the application to appeal to the 
Supreme Court by October 3.

The cull order was issued by the 
CFIA on December 31 last year after 
two ostrich carcasses on the farm tested 
positive for ‘highly pathogenic avian 
influenza.’ The farm’s request for a 
judicial review of the CFIA’s decisions 
was dismissed in the federal court on 
May 13 and again in the federal court 
of appeal on August 21.

by Jan McMurray
The emergency room at 

Slocan Community Health 
Centre in New Denver has 
recently seen temporary closures 
– on August 19 and 20 and 
September 2.

“Unfortunately, there are times 
and for a variety of reasons such as 
general vacancies, short or longer-
term leaves, and sick calls – when 

Temporary ER closures in New Denver
we cannot safely provide emergency 
department services,” Interior 
Health told the Valley Voice.

IH says it is “committed 
to ongoing efforts to recruit 
more permanent staffing and 
working with our communities 
to make sure the world knows 
how beautiful it is to work in the 
interior region of BC.”

When the ER is closed, 

patients are advised to go to 
Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp. 
People who are unsure if a trip 
to emergency is necessary can 
call 8-1-1 to speak to a nurse or 
other health professional about 
their symptoms. Non-emergency 
health information is available 
at healthlink.ca from nurses, 
dietitians and pharmacists 24 
hours a day, seven days per week.

submitted
This year ’s winner of the 

Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake’s annual treasure hunt is Marie-
Ang Fournier-Beck of Mirror Lake.

According to the usual treasure 
hunt format, a handsome wooden 
treasure box containing $250 was 
hidden somewhere in Area D. Daily 
cryptic clues on a website, www.
nkltreasure.wordpress.com, enabled 
searchers to close in on the box. After 
a 10-day search, it was found by 
Marie-Ange. 

In addition to the treasure, a 
fund is built up from donations by 
individuals and businesses every 
year. The finder of the treasure 
keeps the box with its $250 and 

CFNKLS announces treasure hunt winner
gives the other fund to their choice 
of local charities. This year, Marie-
Ange chose to donate the $2,835 
fund to the Kaslo & District Public 
Library. The library was especially 
grateful to receive the gift, as they 
are fundraising for a new library 

building.
More information about the 

treasure hunt can be found at www.
nkltreasure.wordpress.com. More 
information about CFNKLS can be 
found at www.nklcommunityfund.
org.

Marie-Ange Fournier-Beck, winner of the CFNKLS treasure hunt this year, presents a cheque to Kaslo Library 
representatives. L to R: Honora Cooper, chair of CFNKLS, Catherine Whitehead, vice-chair of CFNKLS, Marie-Ange 

Fournier-Beck, Celia Cheatley, chair of the Kaslo & District Public Library board and Angela Bennett, librarian.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

MIRROR LAKE 
WATER USERS 
COMMUNITY 

Boil Water Advisory for all 
users. Inform renters and 
guests until further notice. 

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

submitted
Over its 30-year history, the Kaslo 

Housing Society (KHS) has established 
strong roots and has grown its capacity to 
deliver on its mandate. But now the board 
of directors needs to embrace change, to 
branch out.

Due to the resignation of one director 
in July, and the announcement in August 
by another director that she was moving, 
the number of directors has fallen to 
just four. Under the circumstances the 

Kaslo Housing Society at a crossroads
board has, with reluctance, given up the 
idea of buying and operating the mobile 
home park on E Avenue in lower Kaslo. 
The board’s research shows that there is 
simply no funding from the provincial 
or federal government that could help 
with the purchase. Fundraising for a 
down payment seems an unachievable 
goal at this time.

The ten-unit building the society 
constructed in 2023 has long-term, 
stable tenants and is capably maintained 
by Building Manager Michael Allaire. 
While it is certainly possible for a small 
number of experienced directors to 
effectively oversee the operation of the 
Penny Lane apartments, the board is 
hoping it can do more than just maintain 
what it has already built. “We know that 
the shortage of appropriate housing in 
Kaslo and area will not solve itself,” said 
Erika Bird, board member. 

One way to branch out, and one that 
the KHS board has contemplated for 
years, would involve amalgamating with 
the Kaslo & Area Senior Shelter Society 
(Abbey Manor.) “We were invited as a 
delegation to their August meeting and 
floated the idea of a possible merger 
of Kaslo’s two housing societies. We 
enjoyed a good conversation, though it’s 
much too early to say whether this idea 
will bear fruit,” Bird said.

Meanwhile, there are exciting 
opportunities ahead for the housing 
society, like being involved in the 
development of Kaslo’s municipal 
land south of the river and west of the 
highway. A capacity study for the area 
will be completed by the end of 2025 
– check out the initial documents on 
the Village website under Planning & 
Development. Would you like to be a part 
of the team that takes on the challenge of 
designing a new neighbourhood? Getting 

involved by joining a renewed housing 
society board will be an interesting 
adventure of ideas and the forging of 
partnerships. The reward will be a more 
livable Kaslo.

The opportunity to step forward 
and become a KHS director is coming 
up at the annual general meeting, 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 
24, 7 pm at the Kaslo Seniors Hall on 
4th Street. Guest speaker will be Jean-
Marc Laflamme, community builder 

and housing innovation advocate. Find 
out from him about innovative housing 
solutions in our region and how he sees 
the potential for development in Kaslo. 
Share your ideas and questions. That’s 
how anything worthwhile begins.

Everyone is welcome to attend the 
AGM – the society looks forward to 
seeing old and new members. “Your 
support keeps us motivated,” said Bird. 

For more information, send an email 
to info@kaslohousingsociety.org.

submitted
The Provincial Forest Advisory 

Council (PFAC or the council) has 
launched a new website where people 
in British Columbia can learn about 
the council’s work and share their input 
about the future of forestry in BC.

Announced in May 2025 by the 
Ministry of Forests, the council is 
an independent group of forestry 
experts tasked with developing 
recommendations for how to build a 
stronger, more stable forestry system that 
works for communities, the economy 
and the environment. The council’s 
work will focus on understanding and 
articulating the underlying issues facing 
the forestry sector and the systematic 
changes required to facilitate an effective 
transition to a new forestry model in BC.

“Through engagement with 
ministries across government, First 
Nations and targeted inquiries, we’re 
closely examining the changing 
conditions of BC’s forests and the 
foundation on which our forestry sector 
has been built,” said Shannon Janzen, 
Registered Professional Forester and 
co-chair of PFAC. “This includes 
reviewing systems and structures, while 
recognizing the broader legal and social 
landscapes that shape them. Through 
this work, the council aims to support 

Provincial Forest Advisory Council launches 
website, engagement process

BC in making a meaningful transition 
to a more resilient forestry system, one 
that reflects today’s realities, encourages 
responsible investment and strengthens 
communities and the economy through 
sound stewardship.”

The council is looking to gather well-
rounded input that reflects both technical 
knowledge and community perspectives. 
This will be done by combining the 
council’s deliberations with targeted 
conversations and reviewing informed 
submissions and materials from past 
processes, such as the Old Growth 
Strategic Review.

“Our work is based on the 
foundation that the economy and the 
environment are closely connected: a 
healthy environment supports a long-
term healthy economy, and an unhealthy 
economy can lead to choices that create 
an unhealthy environment,” said Garry 
Merkel, Registered Professional Forester 
and co-chair of PFAC. “The discussions 
we are undertaking are meant to provide 
the council with new ideas, identify 
barriers and share examples of new 
initiatives that could support the types 
of shifts needed in BC’s forest sector.”

Phase one of targeted conversations 
with First Nations, subject-matter 
experts, industry and government 
ministries will continue until the end of 
September 2025. The council is seeking 
input on the following topics:

• the current state of B.C.’s forestry 
sector, including current infrastructure 
and the forestry sector’s dependence on 
global markets;

• the vision and requirements for 
co-governance of land in BC with First 
Nations;

• how land-based regional planning 
and decision-making can be improved; 
and

• the vision and conditions for a 
viable and sustainable forestry-products 
economy.

The council’s work and final 
recommendations will consider and 
be consistent with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and support the evolution and 
implementation of the Old Growth 
Action Plan.

Visit the PFAC website to learn 
more about the council’s approach to 
engagement, the topics being explored 

and how the general public can provide 
input. Submissions for phase one will be 
open until the end of September 2025.

The council will provide an 
interim report to the Province in fall 
2025, followed by a final report with 
recommendations to be delivered by 
the end of 2025. The Province has 
committed to make the reports public 
within 45 days after being received from 
the council.

More information: https://pfac.ca/

Public input wanted 
on intact forests
submitted

The Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) Canada has announced the 
launch of a public consultation on 
draft Indicators related to Intact Forest 
Landscapes (IFLs). These indicators 
form part of the Council’s ongoing 
work to strengthen forest stewardship 
and protect ecologically and culturally 
significant forest areas across Canada.

IFLs are large, unfragmented areas 
of natural forest that are free from 
significant human activity and are 
critical for biodiversity, carbon storage, 
and Indigenous cultural values. FSC 
Canada is committed to ensuring that 
management activities in IFLs are 
carefully assessed and responsibly 
planned. 

These indicators will guide how 
FSC-certified forest operations manage 
intact forest areas, balancing ecological 
integrity, cultural values, and economic 
considerations. Your feedback will help 
ensure that the final indicators reflect 
a range of perspectives and uphold 
FSC’s mission of responsible forest 
management.

Indigenous Cultural Landscapes 
(ICLs) are areas that hold significant 
cultural, ecological, and spiritual value 
to Indigenous Peoples, reflecting their 
deep relationships with the land. Due to 
the need for more in-depth consultation 
with Indigenous peoples on the Draft 
Indicators and Guidance for ICLs, an 
additional consultation period will be 
launched shortly. 

Access the draft indicators and 
consultation materials at https://ca.fsc.
org/ca-en/newsfeed/public-consultation-
notice-intact-forest-landscapes-in-
canada
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submitted
At first glance, the sight of 

people doing Tai Chi may feel a 
little like being caught in the middle 
of a slow-motion movie. After 
continuing to watch the beautifully 
choreographed movements, it starts 
to look more like a moving piece of 
art. Much deeper than the beauty of 
Tai Chi are the incredible benefits 
of the slow, carefully performed 
movements. Tai Chi is a ‘soft’ 
martial art, with a focus on its 

Tai Chi classes to start up in October in Nakusp
healing and medicinal aspects more 
than on self-defence.

Master Moy Lin Shin brought 
this style of Tai Chi to Canada in 
the 1980s after growing up and 
learning it in China, where it has 
been practiced by the Taoist Monks 
since the 13th century. It is a series of 
exercises meant to promote physical 
health through stretching, rotating 
and flexing, and relaxing the body. 
A form of moving meditation, Tai 
Chi is made up of 108 moves that 

take approximately three months to 
learn. Many practitioners find that 
there is no end to learning how to 
refine these movements.

The benefits of doing Tai Chi 
have been studied by many doctors 
and researchers who feel that Tai 
Chi can begin to solve many of 
the problems modern medicine has 
difficulty resolving. For example, 
degenerative arthritis causes pain 
in the lower back and knees. Tai Chi 
massages the muscles and tendons, 

giving them strength and vitality, 
and often reducing pain. People start 
to move differently, more efficiently. 
Circulation improves, and blood 
pressure can be lowered.

This is all good, but an important 
benefit is the opportunity to socialize 
and its effect on our mental well-
being. This becomes more important 
as we age. This combination of 
learning something new and meeting 
new people is a double whammy for 
mental health. Also, it is fun trying 

to get your body to listen to you 
and to move it in the way you want 
it to. When was the last time you 
belly laughed at the ridiculousness 
of trying to mimic a movement and 
being a total failure at it? No one is 
perfect when they are first learning 
something new.

Mary Freebairn, physiotherapist, 
has been teaching Tai Chi in Nakusp 
for 24 years.  Many of her students 
are present to help you move your 
body into proper positions and give 
you all the support that you need. 
Classes start Monday, October 6 at 
9:30 am in the Nakusp Arena Gym.

“Notice that the stiffest tree 
is most easily cracked while the 
bamboo or willow survives by 
bending with the wind.” (Bruce Lee)

You’ll find 
books, trees, 
music, and tech 
help at Nakusp 
Library this 
autumn
submitted by Nakusp Public Library 

As temperatures drop from 
summer heights, the indoors beckons 
once again. At the library, you will 
find new books and movies to curl up 
with during cool autumn evenings. 

The Bring Your Own Book 
Book Club is meeting on the second 
Thursday of the month, so come 
show and tell about your recent read 
on September 11 at 10 am. If not this 
one, then maybe you’ll discover the 
next great read of your life at the next 
one on Thursday, October 9.

If you are looking for something 
more energetic, Jump Into Music 
returns on September 12 for children 
0-5 and their caregivers. Explore the 
world of music with instructor Lisa 
Dery 10-11 am Friday mornings. 

Come learn about Big Trees with 
Terry Nelson at 2 pm on Thursday, 
September 25. Nelson will be giving 
an hour-long presentation based 
on his book Big Trees which tours 
through the big trees of the area. 
There will be time for questions and 
book signing after the talk. 

Nakusp Hospice’s Death Café 
returns on the last Saturday of the 
month, September 27, at 4:30 pm. 
The Death Café is a safe space to 
explore loss and grief of all kinds as 
well as death. 

On Wednesday, October 1 at 
2 pm, former Nakuspian Roderick 
McGillis returns with tales from 
his new book, Lost Innocence: the 
Growth of an Academic’s Mind. 
It sounds like there may be some 
stories about Nakusp, so don’t miss 
it! 

Tech Help Tuesdays and 
Thursdays with Columbia Basin 
Alliance for Literacy are starting 
up again on Thursday, October 9, 
hooray! Bring your questions about 
computers, phone, tablets, and more 
to Melissa between 11 am and 1 pm.

Stop by the library for a visit. We 
would love to see you! 

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is increasing 

its support for housing by taking the lead 
in constructing multi-unit residential 
projects in the region. This expanded 
approach will help address shortages 
across the Basin and improve access to 
affordable, energy-efficient homes. 

Many small or rural communities 
face growing housing pressures, 
with limited rental options for low- 
and moderate-income residents. 
Advancing complex housing projects 
can be especially challenging in these 
communities, where limited local 
resources can slow the delivery of 
much-needed homes.

Rendering of Columbia Basin Trust’s planned six-unit rental housing project in Nakusp.

Columbia Basin Trust to develop multi-unit housing, starting in Nakusp
“Developing housing in some Basin 

communities comes with significant 
challenges, and we’re ready to help 
overcome them,” said Johnny Strilaeff, 
President and CEO, Columbia Basin 
Trust. “By taking a hands-on role in 
development, starting in Nakusp, the 
Trust can move projects forward more 
quickly, strengthen local partnerships, 
and ensure cost-effective, energy-
efficient homes are built.” 

Design and costing are underway for 
a six-unit rental housing building with 
related amenity spaces at 915 Highway 
23 N in Nakusp.

Once complete, each development 
will be transferred to qualified local 

organizations to manage, ensuring 
long-term community ownership and 
stability. Projects will be financially self-
sustaining and shaped by local priorities. 
They will also strengthen communities 
by supporting local jobs, enhancing 
energy efficiency and incorporating 
broadband connectivity whenever 
possible.

“Our goal is to ensure housing 
is built where it’s most needed and 
in ways that reflect local priorities,” 
added Strilaeff. “By stepping in where 
resources are stretched, we can help 
communities move forward faster and 
deliver homes that benefit both current 
and future residents.”
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by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Nakusp Ski Club Association 
is looking for support to ensure the 
community can enjoy Summit Lake 
Ski Area for years to come.

Board member Dave Madden 

The newly renovated lodge awaits Summit Lake Ski Area patrons this season.

Summit Lake Ski Area pushes forward despite financial struggles
appeared before the RDCK’s Slocan 
Valley Services Committee on 
September 4, seeking an increase 
in taxation to cover rising insurance 
costs. 

“The club has a mandate to 
provide the best quality skiing that 

we can at an affordable price, but 
unfortunately we don’t see how 
it’s possible to make up the losses 
that we’re seeing by increasing 
ticket sales alone,” Madden told the 
Valley Voice. “We’re hoping that the 
regional district can help out with that 
through taxation.”

Nakusp Ski Club Association is a 
non-profit, volunteer-run society. For 
about 20 years, the RDCK has been 
providing funds to the association 
via taxation. The contribution service 
was established to cover insurance 
costs, which have been rising steadily 
since then. But in the last four, costs 
have jumped substantially.

“In 2021, insurance costs were 
just over $25,000,” said Madden. 
“And in 2024, they were just over 
$36,000.”

And it’s adding up for the ski hill. 
“At present ,  the revenue 

generated falls short of the expenses, 
and it has for at least five years,” said 
Madden.

About 30% of revenues come 
from School District 10, he said, 
which makes contributions to the 
association for students to ski each 
winter. The contributions cover 
tickets, rentals, and lessons for three 
days each winter.

“The ski club really wants this to 
happen, and takes it very seriously,” 
said Madden. 

Other revenues come from 
season passes and day ticket sales, 
but the hill has been running at a 
deficit for at least five years. Madden 
said the hill did have surplus funds 

built up from 60 years of operations, 
but those funds have been used to 
subsidize recent years and are just 
about gone. 

“We need to look at ways to 
support ourselves, and our taxation 
ask is one way we can. We are hoping 
for some assistance from the broader 
community to support us.”

Three municipalities and two 
areas in the RDCK contribute to 
the ski area via taxation: Nakusp 
($5,251), New Denver ($2,124), 
Silverton ($981), Area K ($8,831), 
and a defined portion of Area H 
($2,814) paid a total of $20,000 in 
2025. 

The association is $16,000 short, 
but it’s too late to adjust taxation 
for this year. However, Area H 
Director Walter Popoff and Area 
K Director Teresa Weatherhead 
tentatively agreed to offset the 
association’s insurance costs via the 
RDCK’s Community Development 
Grant ($4,500 from Area H’s pot, 
and $13,500 from Area K). The 
association will have to apply for the 
grant and follow due process, but the 
directors have extended the offer.

This was news to Madden, who 
said it was very encouraging to hear 
they want to support the ski hill. 

“It felt like most of the directors 
see there’s good value and good 
return to the community for the tax 
that’s collected,” he told the Valley 
Voice.

Directors passed a motion for 
staff to prepare an information report 
on how taxation may be increased 

to support Summit Lake Ski Area in 
2026. The report, which will include 
detailed financials, will be presented 
at the November meeting of the 
Slocan Valley Services Committee.
Renos and new terrain

Though funds have been tight, 
the Nakusp Ski Club Association has 
been able to renovate the lodge thanks 
to grants and in-kind donations. 

Lodge renos include exterior 
envelope and cladding upgrades; new 
energy efficient windows; insulation 
and new siding for energy efficiency 
and weather-resistance; replacement 
of roofing, fascia, and soffits; new 
ventilation and appliances in the 
commercial kitchen; and structural 
repairs to the oldest part of the lodge. 
The outside covered deck was also 
rebuilt and made bigger. 

“We’ve been able to save a lot of 
the character of something that’s been 
there for 60 years,” said Madden. 

Ten years ago, the intent was 
to replace the entire lodge but with 
rising building costs, renovations 
were more feasible. Work is ongoing 
and is set to wrap up early December, 
before the ski season.

The association is also at work 
expanding the terrain above the 
hill. The new area will be set up for 
human-powered ski touring.

The society will host its Annual 
General Meeting on September 16 
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the lodge. 
Come out to check out the renos, hear 
an update on the past year, and look 
forward to what’s ahead. Everyone 
welcome.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Proud to bring you the 17th season!

Walk - In - Hours: 11 am - 4 pm. Tues. - Sat. * INFO: 250.265.8888
203 FIFTH AVE. NW. • ESSENTIAL STOP IN NAKUSP

SEPTEMBER 9-27: 
	 KENTREE SPEIRS

The Seniors’ Social at 
Slocan Park Community 

Hall.
We would like to thank The 
Slocan Valley Co-op small 

grant program for their 
generous donation.  This grant 
will allow the popular Seniors’ 

Gathering Program to 
continue for another year - we 

are deeply grateful!

submitted
Studio Connexion’s Summer 

Exhibitions Series wraps up this 
month with another artist from our 
region, Kentree Seirs from Kaslo.

The exhibit of Kentree’s new 
collection of abstract landscapes, 
‘Question Orders of Reality,’ will 
run from Tuesday, September 9 
through Saturday, September 27. 
The opening reception is o Friday, 
September 12 from 5 to 7 pm.

Kentree has shown in Europe, 
the United States and Canada, and 
studied at the University of Utah 
and Portland State University. He 
says he always wanted to be an 
artist. Interestingly, he does not draw 
inspiration from other artists. In fact, 
upon the moment of inspiration, he is 
focused on clearing association with 
other artists. 

Kentree’s new oil paintings 
explore beyond human perception. 
He explained his works are “delirious 
combinations of painting methods 
expressing mountain landscape and 
the abstract, with their aesthetic 
rooted in action of painting, where 
through meticulous processes 
applied to the surface, life is given.” 

Guided by intuition, Kentree is 
propelled by the mysterious act of 
painting, balancing light, form and 
colour. 

His paintings will be of interest 
to landscape lovers who are looking 
for something different, pushing the 

boundary with the abstract, and to 
all art lovers who want something 
truly unique.

Ian Tan from the Ian Tan Gallery 
in Vancouver said of Kentree’s work: 
“In playing out alchemical creation 
in the arena of a canvas, the earth 
is turned out, and typically static 
mountains breathe and morph as 
if synthetizing molten rock in an 
ethereal, non-descript space.”

Studio Connexion Art Gallery 
is located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW 
in Nakusp: just two-and-a-half 
short blocks from Broadway Street. 

Walk-in hours are 11 am to 4 pm. 
Other times can be arranged with 
the gallerist by calling or texting 
250-265-8888. Check the daily posts 
on Facebook and the website: www.
studioconnexiongallery.com plus 
casual posts on Instagram. 

Kentree Speirs exhibits at Studio Connexion art gallery 

submitted
This summer marked the most 

successful season yet for Music in the 
Park in New Denver, with audiences 
averaging well over 150 people per 
night and growing stronger each 
week. Now in its fourth year – and 
with its new home at the beautiful 
Centennial Park bandshell – the series 
has truly become a highlight of the 
season for locals and visitors alike.

Over five evenings of live 
music, audiences were treated to an 
impressive range of talent, with the 

The new stage at Centennial Park was well christened this summer during the Slocan Lake Arts Council’s Music in the Park events.

Music in the Park: a success story
three August nights featuring double-
headers. This year’s lineup included 
Rossland’s ‘UCRA Mountain String 
Band’ and ‘Stubbs and The,’ the 
Nelson and Valley-based ‘Kootenay 
River Renegades’ as well as ‘Wiggle 
Room with Laura Landsberg,’ Kaslo’s 
Jay Danley and Kevin-John, Nakusp’s 
‘LisaLicious,’ and Kelowna’s Leila 
Neverland and Josh + Bexx. Staying 
true to the vision of the series, the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) 
showcased as many local acts as 
possible while also welcoming some 

exciting travelling performers to 
broaden the program’s scope.

The weather was nearly perfect 
all summer long – and even when 
the wind and rain rolled in, umbrellas 
popped up, jackets were zipped, and 
people stayed to enjoy the music 
together. The addition of a concession 
and the always-popular 50/50 draw 
rounded out the evenings beautifully, 
with four lucky winners heading 
home with cash and nearly $1,000 
raised for SLAC through 50/50 
proceeds.

Audience donations also saw 
an encouraging rise compared to 
previous years, totalling $4,180.75 
– though with the total cost of the 
program sitting just over $19,000, 
there is still room for growth in 
community contributions. The rest 
of the funding was made possible 
through grants from Columbia Basin 
Trust and Kootenay Savings, and 
support from the Village of New 
Denver and New Market Foods. 
SLAC extends a huge thank-you 
to the hard-working, dedicated 
volunteers who ran the concession, 
roamed for the 50/50, and illuminated 
the stage for the musicians.

Guest  art is ts  consistently 
remarked on how special it is to 
perform in New Denver, thanks to 
the stunning views, the impressive 

infrastructure of the new bandshell, 
and the warmth of the community 
audiences. 

SLAC encourages everyone to 
follow and like them on Facebook, 
share their photos from the events and 
join the online conversation. “These 
small actions make a big difference 
in showing our funders just how 
much the community values these 
performances,” says Martine denBok, 
SLAC president.

Looking ahead,  SLAC is 
preparing for the winter lantern 
festival, Spark in the Dark. Anyone 
interested in joining the volunteer 
committee to help bring this fun-filled, 
magical evening to life can contact 
martine@slocanlakeartscouncil.ca. 

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca
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by Cassandra Morrison 
It was a picture perfect morning 

on Friday, August 29, when Kaslo’s 
own Lily Nay, age fifteen, completed 
an impressive swim of just over 
four kilometres across Kootenay 
Lake and back. Launching from the 
beach at Schroeder Creek Resort, 
Lily crossed over and back again 
in a total time of about two hours, 
which included a couple of short 
rests along the way. 

The endurance feat wasn’t just 
for the challenge or sport for the 
accomplished swimmer, it was part 
of her annual fundraiser. This year 
has already brought in $7,100, with 
donations still being collected and a 
community project for local children 
to be decided this fall. 

The day was beautiful, with clear 
skies and calm water as a determined 
Lily walked across the boat launch 
at the beachside campground resort. 
She was joined in the water by her 
au pair, Kathleen Lozano, who swam 
at her side for support throughout 
the crossing. The pair shared smiles 
and jokes with each other as they 
stepped over the rocky beach into 
the lake and got used to the chill 
of glacial-fed waters despite the 
summer weather. 

Soon, Lily was submerged, 
happily in her element, diving 
underneath the water to gain quick 
distance. Kathleen kept up the pace 
behind and off to the side of her – 
giving the young woman just enough 
distance to swim independently, but 
also support her efforts and stay close 
enough in case she needed assistance 
along the way. 

Lily made the crossing in an 
outstanding time. After just 30 
minutes in the water, she was already 
halfway across the lake on her first 
leg of the round trip. Up the cliff, 
above Schroeder Creek Resort, 
spectators who pulled over on the 
highway got a bird’s eye view of the 
monumental feat Lily was taking on 
with remarkable strength. 

Also at the event was Ida Jenss, 
Lily’s original swim partner and au 

“A full-circle moment.” Fifteen-year-old Lily Nay celebrates her first double-distance swim across Kootenay Lake with swim support and au pair 
Kathleen Lozano (right) and Ida Jenss (left), who swam alongside her during her first crossing five years ago. 

Kaslo’s Lily of the Lake makes waves with 4K fundraiser swim 
pair who swam alongside her back in 
2020 during Lily’s first lake crossing. 
This time, Ida supported the teen 
swimmer from the support boat with 
Fiona and Rick Nay, Lily’s parents. 
All were waiting on the shore to 
welcome Lily as she finished. It was 
a celebratory moment that Ida called 
“full circle” as she greeted Lily on 
shore with a big smile and hug. 

Lily’s biggest swim yet was 
made possible not only by family and 
friends, but by a whole community 
of folks coming together to cheer 
her on. 

“A huge thank you to Ken Hart 
for leading this year’s fundraising 
efforts and to Schroeder Creek 
Resort for once again hosting Lily 
and showing ongoing support,” 
Fiona Nay said. “We are also deeply 
grateful to the boat owners and 
drivers who supported the swim.” 

The support boat owners, who 
prefer to remain anonymous, played 
a vital role – their generosity ensured 
Lily could give her all in the water, 
knowing her parents, safety and 
encouragement were close by. 

When asked how she felt after 
completing the journey, a tired 
but proud Lily said, “I did it! I’m 
strong!” 

Her parents, Fiona and Rick, said 
what made them proudest was Lily’s 
resolve. “During the first half of the 
swim, she was happily frolicking in 
the water and having fun,” Fiona 
shared. “But on the way back, she 
was all business – a renewed focus 
to reach the shore. She keeps setting 
the bar higher for herself and meeting 
those goals. What surprised us 
most this year was how steady she 
remained through the entire four 
kilometres, never once questioning 
if she could make it.” 

Looking ahead, Fiona mentioned 
the family is hoping to secure 
sponsorship for new gear next year, 
including a wetsuit to make long-
distance training safer and more 
comfortable in cooler temperatures.

They’re also keeping the 
door open to further sponsorship 

opportunities for anyone in the 
community, businesses or individuals 
alike, interested in helping Lily with 
her continued progress. 

As for what’s next, Lily is already 
excited and planning for next year’s 
fundraiser. With each new challenge 
she takes on, she’s showing the 
community not just her athleticism, 
but her determination to give back. 

The Nay family is very grateful 

for the continued support. In a 
heartfelt statement, Fiona reflected 
on the many ways the community 
stepped up to support Lily’s journey: 

“We want to thank everyone 
for the incredible outpouring of 
support – every donation big or 
small, the cards, the flowers, the 
handmade quilt from Kaslo Quilters, 
the encouragement from friends and 
neighbours, the staff at Schroeder 

Creek, and the boat owners and 
drivers who made this year’s swim 
possible.” Fiona shared with the 
Valley Voice, “Lily feels truly 
celebrated for who she is, and that’s 
the greatest gift of all.” 

Donations are still being collected 
for Lily of the Lake. Contributions 
can be made by transfer to KSCU 
MasterPlan 1710896 or by e-transfer 
to Lilyofthelakekaslo@gmail.com 

by Jan McMurray
There were six vessels entered in 

the Rosebery Regatta this year, but 
only one proved seaworthy enough 
for the gusty gales on Labour Day.

As the whitecaps surged in the 
squall, Trevor’s ‘Norse Goddess’ 
capsized, Jasper’s ‘Red Acer’ lost 
its deck, Judith’s ‘Blue Note 2’ lost 
its rigging, and Charlie’s elaborate 

‘Double Sea Trouble’ wins Rosebery Regatta for second consecutive year
‘Slocan Lake Cobra’ fell apart and 
did not finish. Michael’s ‘Other Guy’ 
came in second, but way behind Loen 
and Caspar’s ‘Double Sea Trouble’ 
– the winner for the second year in 
a row.

Congratula t ions  to  Loen 
and Caspar, Commodores of the 
Rosebery Regatta once again! 

Lovely prizes acquired from 
the Donation Store were awarded 
to all entrants. The ‘A for Effort’ 
Award went to Trevor for his ‘Norse 
Goddess’ – Trevor was observed 
obsessively touching up his vessel 

between heats. Charlie was honoured 
with the ‘Most Unruly’ Award for 
his ‘Slocan Lake Cobra,’ made of 
plastic pop bottles and a light wooden 
box, with a plastic bag as a sail and 
decorated with marshmallows. The 
‘Biggest Disaster’ prize was awarded 
to Jasper for his ‘Red Acer,’ which 
was adorned with Canadian flags and 
needed constant repairs. Third place 
prize plus the ‘Most Beautiful’ Award 
went to Judith for her enduring ‘Blue 
Note II’ and second place went to 
Michael Dorsey and his old faithful, 
‘Other Guy.’

Rosebery Regatta prize-winners, September 1, 2025



15September 11, 2025  The Valley Voice

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & AREA D

ATTENTION KASLO AND 
AREA D FUNDRAISERS
Are you fundraising for a local team or non-profit group?  
The Kaslo & District Community Forest Society will be 
donating three logging truck loads of firewood this fall to 
Kaslo and Area D charities or nonprofits.  To be eligible 
you need to have somewhere that the wood can be 
unloaded, any time it becomes available between now 
and December 31, 2025.  If this opportunity interests you, 
email a short description of what these funds will be used 
for to us at:  
manager@kaslocommunityforest.org, 
mail to Box 789, Kaslo BC V0G 1M0, or 
phone 250-354-9803.

by Jan McMurray
The study on transboundary 

water pollution in the Elk-Kootenai/y 
watershed won’t be completed for 
about another year, but a draft interim 
report has been released for public 
comment. Comments can be submitted 
until September 14 by email to elk@
ijc.org. 

The International Elk-Kootenai/y 
Watershed Study Board hosted an 
online public meeting about the interim 
report on September 3. The draft report 
and a video recording of the meeting is 
available on the Study Board’s website 

Elk-Kootenai/y watershed pollution study: draft interim report 
(ijc.org/en/ekwsb).

The draft interim report outlines the 
work done so far on the study, launched 
September 2024. With the final report 
due September 2026, the study is at 
about the halfway mark.

The Study Board for the project 
was appointed by the International Joint 
Commission (IJC), which addresses 
issues related to transboundary waters 
shared by Canada and the US. Usually, 
the federal governments of Canada 
and the US refer issues to the IJC, but 
this time, the two federal governments 
partnered with the Ktunaxa Nation to 

request the study.
“The Kootenay Basin covers parts 

of Southeastern BC, Northwestern 
Montana and Northern Idaho, all of 
which are part of the Ktunaxa territory,” 
said Tom Bansak, US Co-chair of 
the Study Board. “This watershed 
reference is the first reference to the IJC 
that the two federal governments have 
developed in partnership with a First 
Nation, and the Indigenous group that 
is the signatory is the transboundary 
Ktunaxa Nation.”

The Study Board is made up 
of eight people – four from Canada 

and four from the US, including Vi 
Birdstone from the Ktunaxa Nation and 
Clayton Matt from the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes.

The board has been on three 
field trips –to the Kootenay River 
headwaters and Elk Valley in Canada, 
the Koocanusa Reservoir and Kootenai 
River in Montana, and the Lower 
Kootenai/y River in Idaho and BC.

“Many of us felt it was really 
important and valuable for us to be 
on the ground and learn more about 
the place first-hand before we could 
do a good job with this study, and 
that also included meeting with local 
communities in those places,” said 
Bansak. 

The board is working with the 
Council of Indigenous Knowledge 
Holders and the Council of Ktuaxa 
and Ksanka Knowledge Holders, 
which Canadian Co-chair Oliver 
Brandes said “will ensure that Ktunaxa 
oversight, voice and principal values 
are represented through consistent and 
iterative engagement with the study.”

There is also a Study Management 
Team, acting as a liaison between 
the study board and three advisory 
groups (public advisory group, 
industry advisory group and Councl of 
Government advisory group) and four 
Technical Working Groups (TWGs).

“The real work horses and heroes 
of this study are the technical working 
groups,” said Bansak. 

The four TWGs have just been 

assembled and are beginning their work 
to compile existing studies, data and 
literature on the four areas of study: 
water quality status and trends; impacts 
to human health and wellbeing; impacts 
to ecosystems, including cumulative 
effects; and mitigation. They will 
synthesize the information they find 
and identify gaps.

The board will carefully consider 
the work of the TWGs, Brandes said, 
and then develop recommendations 
for the IJC and propose additional 
study needed to fill data gaps. A draft 
final report will be released for public 
comment in about a year, late summer 
2026.

Bansak pointed out that this is a 
broad assignment with a short timeline. 
“The study of all water pollution in the 
Elk/Kootenai/y watershed is a very big 
and complex task,” he said. The typical 
IJC reference is five years, but we are 
doing this one in two.”

He said the Study Board has 
brought these issues to the intention 
of the International Joint Commission.

Brandes said the next year would be 
an intensive period of meetings, work 
plan implementation, data compilation 
and synthesis, and outreach.

The project budget is $4.9 million,

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

CAO Robert Baker provided 
council with a report on the Kaslo & 
District Arena accessibility study and 
kitchen feasibility study, completed 
last year.

The accessibility study identifies 
potential upgrades that would enhance 
the arena’s functionality if it were to 
be used as an emergency reception 
centre. Town Architecture noted several 
opportunities where accessibility could 
be improved, such as a lift and catwalk 
from the first-floor lobby to the second-
floor viewing area.

The kitchen feasibility study was 
conducted to see if a commercial 
kitchen could be constructed in the 
arena. Town Architecture explored 
three locations for a kitchen, along 
with a layout for the recommended 

Kaslo council, August 26: Arena feasibility studies 
to be discussed during strategic priorities session

location which included electrical and 
mechanical systems. 

CAO Baker mentioned that, if 
these improvements are to go forward, 
council may want to reconsider its lease 
agreement with the Kaslo & District 
Arena Association. Currently, it’s a 
net lease agreement but a partnering 
agreement would better reflect each 
party’s roles and responsibilities 
surrounding the building. 

Council approved a motion to 
consider the agreement and whether 
to proceed with kitchen construction 
during its strategic priorities session, 
scheduled for the fall.
Signing authority

The August 26 meeting marked 
Joni L’Heureux’s first council meeting 
as the Village’s new Director of Finance 
and Corporate Services.

Council approved authorizing 

L’Heureux as a signatory for the Village 
at Kootenay Savings Credit Union, the 
Royal Bank, and the Municipal Finance 
Authority.
Remuneration task force

Jeff Davie, Tammy Horick, and 
Steve Anderson were appointed to the 
Council Remuneration Task force.

The task force will provide an 
independent, objective review of current 
mayor and council remuneration, 
benefits, and expense policies. It will 
then recommend a fair and transparent 
compensation package, to come into 
effect for the next office term in 2026. 
The task force will submit a final report 
to council within three months, at which 
time it will disband. 

Davie represents the Chamber 
of Commerce, Horick represents a 
community association, and Anderson 
is a member at large. 

submitted
The search for Nelson resident 

Camden Guille-Sikora has been 
suspended after extensive search and 
rescue as well as investigative efforts.

On August 14, the Nelson RCMP 
received a report of that Camden Guille 
Sikora was missing and had not been 
seen since July 20. It was not unusual 
for Camden to be gone for several days 
at a time; however, considering several 
weeks had passed, there was growing 
concern for his well-being. Despite 
police exploring several options, 
Camden was not initially located.

On August 24, Camden’s vehicle 
was located abandoned at the Jumbo 
Pass trailhead on the Glacier Creek 
Forest Service Road. An exhaustive 
search of the area, including the Jumbo 
Moraine Trail and Jumbo Pass Mountain 
areas, was completed by Kaslo Search 
and Rescue (SAR) personnel and 
neighbouring SAR teams. Search 
efforts involved advanced techniques 
and specialized resources, including 
ground search teams, dog teams, 
remotely piloted aircraft systems 
(aka drones), helicopters and the 
deployment of a RECCO device flown 
in from Vernon SAR, as well as the 

The search for Camden Guille-Sikora has been suspended. His vehicle was found at the Jumbo 
Pass trailhead on August 14, but search efforts have not been successful.

RCMP suspend search for Camden Guille-Sikora
review of trail camera footage provided 
by the Ktunaxa Council.

Despite these exhaustive efforts, 
Camden has not been located, and the 
search has now been suspended.

“Considering multiple factors, 
including the time missing and the area 
he’s believed to be in, this is tragically 
now likely a recovery, not a rescue, 
and we would ask the public not to 
endanger their own personal safety in 
order to continue the search,” said Staff 
Sergeant Kris Clark of the BC RCMP. 

“However, experienced and prepared 
backcountry users should be aware 
that Camden is believed to be in the 
area and are asked to mark and report 
any signs they might encounter on their 
adventures.”

Camden is described as: Caucasian 
man, 39 years old, 5’9” (175 cm), 161 
lbs (73 kg), blonde hair, blue eyes.

The RCMP and Search and Rescue 
teams wish to thank all those who 
contributed their time, expertise and 
resources in the challenging operation.
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delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee times required. 9 holes-$30, 
18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

GALLERIES
Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Abby Wilson, Perry 
Haddock, Bryn Stevenson, Delree Dumont, Francine Lanoie, Dale Byhre, Kentree Speirs. 
Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or 
by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca 
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community gallery 
showcases a different regional artist every week, June 2-September 28. The gallery is open 
Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our 
website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.
Langham Gallery
www.thelangham.ca
info@thelangham.ca
250-353-2661
Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public 
art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-round, gallery hours are Fridays – Mondays 
1 pm – 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 6 pm. Admission by donation.

MUSEUMS
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site – New Denver
250) 358-7288 
nikkeimemorial.ca 
306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment of 
Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original internment 
buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student or senior, $20/family. 
Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.
Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 
sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New Denver 
in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs and fascinating 
artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. In the brick building...
S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 
klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, beautifully 
restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-
2525 for more information.

Nakusp & District Museum
250 265 0015
Nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92 – 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp, BC
The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the Centennial Building, below 
the Library. With over 5000 artifacts, the Museum is an interesting way to spend 
some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our beautiful Village. 
Open Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. 
The Hours are W, Th, F. 11-3 and Sat 10-2.
Adults $5.00, children 16 and under Free, 
Yearly Membership $20.00

THINGS TO DO
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755
vpo.ca
Visit The Original VPO Store. Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling 
(Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and 
New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925
kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures – clothing, gear, 
accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard – tours, rentals and lessons. Think 
outside…no box required.
Continued on next page

Fauquier & District Golf Club – Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier fauquiergolfclub@hotmail.com 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 1 min from 
Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. Great 
for families! 9 holes - $30 18 holes - $45. Power/hand carts and clubs available 
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.
William Hunter Cabins
250-358-2647 
williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink, 
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.
Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 
karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail 
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic. 
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.
Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo
kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com • 250-353-7714
Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible 
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar. 
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio 
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting 
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.
Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs
250-353-7717 
1-877-353-7717 
woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com 
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.
JB’s Restaurant and Pub – Kaslo
250-353-7716
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous 
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

Slocan City Hotel 
1-877-756-2262
booking@slocancityhotel.ca 
www.slocancityhotel.ca 
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC
Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a 
hidden gem. The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic 
building, featuring five unique rooms, including one wheelchair accessible room. 
The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill restaurant and music venue.
The Lobby Grill
1-888-366-3420
thelobby.live
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC
The Lobby Grill brings you delicious dishes from our signature loaded burger to 
the classic flavours of British-style fish and chips, and breakfast favourites. It is 
also a lively music venue, hosting national, local, and international talent. Open 
daily at Slocan City Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 
1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com 
info@nakusp.com
Facebook logo
Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled 
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh 
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside. 
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. 
Open year-round.
Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171 
250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online 
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes 
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the 
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yaqan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES
Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408
info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. Open 7 days 
a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45. 
Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; 
Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.
Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
www.golfvalleyview.ca
250-226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate tees for the 
back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse restaurant serves 

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community 
Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the 
Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 
overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.
Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 
18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use 
area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, 
first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and 
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake 
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well 
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites 
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan 
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, 
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver

250-358-2316     
NewDenver.ca     
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1 – Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at $25 / night. 6 sites have water & 
30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside 
location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat launch, and reflection garden. Pets on 
a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground.

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton

250-358-2472
silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside campground 
has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. 
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book 
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan

250-355-2266 
campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately off of 
Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheel-
chair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal 
Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 
info@lemoncreekcampground.ca 
lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-
amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 
min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo

250-353-2662
www.kaslo.ca
kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. Sites 
include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great downtown 
location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, shopping and 
trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717
1-877-353-7717
Woodburyresort.com
Woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins, 
RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat 
moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside 
your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed 
Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, 
wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a 
fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Valhalla Inn – New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz 
info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant 
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. 

VISITOR INFO

 Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek Museum.
lvhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. 
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history 
of ‘the Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the 
museum collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and 
places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. 
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Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community Park, which 
includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during 
July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. 
Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.
Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 18 electrified. Flush 
toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable 
water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, first-served available.

Visitor Information (continued from facing page)
THINGS TO DO

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will host a Nakusp 
Café on October 20 at 5:30 pm in the 
Nakusp and District Sports Complex 
auditorium. 

The engagement event welcomes 
the public to meet with council and 
staff to ask questions and provide 
feedback on Village goings-on.

The Village is welcoming the 
public to submit questions and topics 
for discussion. Email suggestions 
to cao@nakusp.com by October 1.

Municipal protected areas
Council looked at the Municipal 

Protected Areas Program, but tabled 
a decision on participating to find 
out if a property could be removed 
after being designated. Staff reported 
at the next council meeting on 
September 8 that properties can be 
removed, so Nakusp will participate 
in the program.

The program was designed to 
encourage local governments to 
register biodiverse municipally 
owned lands in the Canadian 
Protected and Conserved Areas 
Database (CPCAD). The Village 
will work with BC Nature, one of 
the collaborators of the initiative, 
to register three Village properties. 

The first is 70 hectares at the 
Nakusp hot springs, including 
the Kuskanax footbridge, the hot 
springs source trail, and the hot 
springs source. The area is already 
designated by the Province as 
protected.

The second is 14 hectares in 
Upper Brouse on Wilson Lake Road, 
adjacent to the Wensley Creek Cross 
Country Ski Trails. It’s located in 
RDCK Area K and is used by the 
Village to access a domestic water 
system source creek.

The third is 11 parcels, totalling 
six hectares, around and including 
Bird Island. The land is zoned as 
parkland, and most of the area is 
swampy and undevelopable. The 
island is used by nesting birds.

Inspired by the United Nations 
agreement to halt and reverse global 
biodiversity loss, Canada and BC 
made the ‘30 by 30’ commitment 
to protect 30% of land and water by 
2030. The CPCAD helps Canada 
keep track of how many areas it 
has protected. Municipal lands 
are a blind spot, said BC Nature 
representative Andrew Tate at the 
July 14 council meeting: some are 
protected but may not be registered.

Affordable housing by CBT
Council approved rezoning a 

property, located at 915 Highway 23, 
from R1 small parcel residential to 
R3 multiple unit residential.

The rezoning will accommodate 
a proposed six-unit rental housing 
development by Columbia Basin 
Trust. Units will be a mix of one- and 
two-bedrooms, including one unit 

Nakusp council, August 25: Village to host Nakusp Café 
that is fully accessible. 

The Village has reviewed 
infrastructure in the area and there 
is sufficient capacity to service a 
multi-family development on the lot. 

Neighbourhood golf carts
Residents won’t soon be taking 

their golf carts on-road after council 
received the results of a community 
survey.

Two provincial programs – 
Neighbourhood Golf Carts, and 
Neighbourhood Zero-Emission 
Vehicles – would allow either 
modified gas-powered golf carts 
or manufactured low-speed electric 
vehicles on village roads. Council 
issued a survey to gauge the public’s 
interest.

Fifty-nine people completed the 
survey, with 33 in support of either 
program being implemented in the 
village. However, further questions 
revealed that only 11 respondents 
had a golf cart they would modify to 
participate in the program, and only 
13 indicated they would purchase a 
zero-emission vehicle to participate.

Council decided against pursuing 
the programs further. 

The survey was available on the 
Village’s website and was open from 
June 30 to August 5. 

Rent increase for Centennial 
tenants 

The Village has raised the rent 
for the tenants of the Centennial 
Building to cover operating deficits 
and begin a reserve fund for future 
building expenditures.

Nakusp Public Library, the 
Nakusp and District Museum, and 
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
will pay $6,000 more apiece this 
year, for a total revenue of $18,000. 
$9,000 will go into a reserve 
dedicated to the building. It will 
be the first time funds have been 
set aside.

The building has been operating 
at an average annual deficit of 
$5,000 for the past five years, with 
general municipal taxation making 
up the shortfall. 

No speed reduction
After conducting a safety and 

speed zone review, the Province 
is not in support of reducing the 
speed limit on Highway 23 near Hot 
Springs Road.

The Ministry letter is in response 
to the Village’s request to reduce the 
speed limit on Highway 23 within 
Village boundaries to 50 km/hr. 
The hope was that a speed reduction 
along this stretch would help reduce 
the number of vehicles speeding 
through the school zone at 4th Street.

“The engineering review 
of this one-kilometre section of 
Highway 23 showed that the 70 
km/hr transition speed zone is an 
appropriate speed and motorists are 
in good compliance with this speed 

limit,” reads the July 15 letter from 
Ryan Oakley, District Engineer with 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Transit.

Oakley also said that artificially 
reducing the speed limit along this 
section of Highway 23 would not 
reduce driver speeds but would 
instead create an unfair “speed trap,” 
with the majority of drivers breaking 
the law.

“The engineering review noted 
that there is the concern that lowering 
the speed limit by extending the 
50 km/hr zone to the north, as 
proposed by the Village, may result 
in driver frustration, speeding, and 
unsafe maneuvers closer into town – 
especially near the school,” he said.

As a consolation, the Province 
will install confirmatory 70 km/hr 
signs in both directions to remind 
motorists, and will install the mobile 
speed display sign periodically to 
reinforce the speed limit. 

Operations report
Council received a quarterly 

update from the operat ions 
department, summarizing its 
activities in administration, arena/
parks, public works, and water and 
sewer utilities during June, July, and 
August. This list is not exhaustive.

Admin staff hired two public 
works utility operators-in-training 
and a public works foreman. The 
equipment operator and arena/
parks operator retired, but a new 
arena/parks operator-in-training was 
hired. Two hot springs operators 
were internally hired as recreation 
operators-in-training. Student and 
temporary summer positions have 
wrapped up.

Arena/parks staff installed new 
locks on the beach and gazebo 
washrooms, painted the waterfront 
railing, repaired irrigation on 4th 
Street and Broadway Street, and 
repaired runoff damage at the beach 
after three rainstorms (June 13 and 
21, and August 16). 

Public works staff repaired 
potholes in alleys and on shoulders, 
cut weeds around the airport runway, 

flail mowed road shoulders, and 
performed two emergency water 
shut-offs due to house fires.

Water utility staff assisted with 
completion of the reservoir cover 

replacement project, conducted 
annual hydrant inspections, and 
installed one new water service.

Sewer utility staff did seasonal 
lake water sampling.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A Fauquier woman is looking to 
share and preserve her long-standing 
method of teaching math, reading, 
and logic to reluctant learners.

Developed in the ’80s and 
’90s, Elsje de Boer’s approach uses 
coloured and numbered sticks to 
appeal to visual thinkers. Numbered 
from 1 to 10 and sized to match the 
number they represent, Elsje’s blue 
and white sticks have helped students 
who’ve been unable to learn in 
regular school settings. She said she’s 
seen positive results for children with 
autism, ADHD, and fetal alcohol 
syndrome with her “kitchen table 
academy.”

To demonstrate the system’s 
foundation in visual learning, Elsje 
created a separate set of sticks. They 
look much the same, except with 
Greek lettering instead of numbers. 
Using the sticks, students can add 

and subtract the Greek letters in the 
same way they can regular numbers, 
using pattern recognition.

Elsje also created a game with 
wooden circles to teach fractions, 
and she has other methods in place to 
teach multiplication and reading. She 
told the Valley Voice that reluctant 
learners enjoy her methods; children 
are just having fun and often don’t 
realize they’re learning.

Elsje is getting older, and she 
hopes her method can be preserved 
and passed on. A video of her method 
is in the works, and she is looking for 
someone to construct the stick and 
circle manipulatives. 

Contact Elsje at 250-269-7379.

Arrow Lakes resident 
hopes to share and 
preserve her system for 
teaching math and logic
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990 
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount. 
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only $20. 
e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@gmail.
com with contact info, or mail $20 cheque 
to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud owner 
of the Valley Voice and a quaint building on 
the main street of New Denver. The paper is 
well loved and respected, still going strong 
after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and 
wonderful community connections. We 
would stay as long or as little as you need 
us. We have absolutely loved our life as 
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Vendor financing available. 
Yours, Dan & Jan.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
ENCOUNTERED UFOS OR ALIENS 
while awake? What about while dreaming? 
You’re not alone! Share your story and 
support our research at DSETI.org/report-
dream.

COMING EVENTS
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am 
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a 
market is in the heart of the village under 
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer 
a bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us 

on Facebook for weekly vendor updates - 
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SENIORS SOCIAL - Coffee’s on!!! 
Slocan Park Community Hall. Tuesdays 10 
am-noon. September 16, 23.
THE BIG TREE Talk & Slide Show: Join 
us for an inspiring evening with author Terry 
Nelson! Drawing from his book Big Trees 
of the Inland Temperate Forests of British 
Columbia. Nelson will share his knowledge 
and astonishing images that reveal the wonders 
of old-growth forests and the ecosystems they 
sustain. Wednesday, September 24, 7-8:30 pm, 
Knox Hall, New Denver.
C A L L I N G  A L L T R E A S U R E 
HUNTERS! Hoodikoff & Ducks Way 
Road Community YARD SALE in 
Winlaw. September 20 & 21, 10-3 pm. 
All participants will have a sign out 
front of their house. Wide variety of 
treasures including tools, clothes, art, books, 
household, kitchen, gardening, antiques, 
furniture. Something for everyone!
JOIN US TO CELEBRATE 25 years of 
supporting emerging and established local 
artists. The Hidden Garden Gallery will 
be open noon-3 pm Sept 23-27. Events 
feature an art walk September 26 at 1 pm, 
a display of Patrizia Menton’s photos for 
sale, an auction and a party with live music 
by Truckvancar September 27, 6:30-9 pm. 
All are welcome. The gallery is located at 
112 Slocan Avenue. For more information 
about our 25th Anniversary, please visit 
hiddengardengallery.ca.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT: 
Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold Street, 
Slocan starting at 6:30 pm sharp. $30 Buy-in. 
Advance tickets must be reserved by email 
276svl@gmail.com or phone 250-355-2672 
or purchase at Mountain Valley Station in 

Slocan or at the Legion on Friday or Sunday 
evenings. BC Gaming rules will apply. We 
look forward to seeing you!

EDUCATION
EXPERIENCED TUTOR: Math Grade 
4-12, Calculus, Physics. Individualized 
lessons taught on-line. Text/phone Ahmet 
1-778-899-5515.

FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.

FOR SALE
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED
CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old 
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.
THE VALLEY VOICE is looking for an 
editor/reporter to train with the current 
managing editor. Interested candidates are 
invited to submit their resume and a cover 
letter, and, if applicable, samples of their 
work. valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. Contact 
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory
Mike Lesnik
November 6, 1946 - September 14, 2021

NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New 
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For 
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence Line 24/7 
at 250-354-4357 or go directly to your local 
emergency room for confidential care (in 
Kaslo please call Community Based Victim’s 
Services at 250-353-7691).

PERSONALS

YOUNG, ENERGETIC, LOYAL, 
HARDWORKING. Black man, 44 years, 
in Yorkshire, England, seeks a mature open-
minded, non-smoking hardworking lady for 
lifetime love. Contact: +447440537568.

PET
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life results 
with games-based training. Have fun, learn 
lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES
TL HANDYMAN SERVICES: Renovations, 
builds, flooring, roofing, siding, repairs, fencing, 
odd jobs small and large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or 
email: fantastichome@gmail.com
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IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY

                                        SSuussaann  WWiillssoonn
Independent Tupperware Representative
   swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
 www.my.tupperware.ca/susanwilson 
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

old ad

NNEEWW  AADD

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

REAL ESTATE

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience 
at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca • (250)225-7241 

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$50

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

REAL ESTATE

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience 
at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca • (250)225-7241 

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Summer Hours:
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday – 10:30 - 3:00
Main Street, New Denver

Raven’s Nest

KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing, 
alterations, repairs. Including: denim, leather, 
canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call: 250-
229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. 

Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior. 
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-
3415 or 250-353-7128.

WANTED
LOOKING FOR SHORT-TERM RENTAL: 
Retired professional couple from Saskatchewan, 
with family in New Denver. Looking for short-
term rental sometime in January to March, July/
August. Contact dharder@sasktel.net.
LOOKING FOR LAND STEWARD/
RENTER for acreage in Slocan Valley with 
old growth and garden. Small 2-bedroom house. 
Contact Lee through valhallataichi@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also 
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer. 
Please call 250-299-9841.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for 
witnesses who used to work for the Village 
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-

million dollar lawsuit that will be launched 
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now 
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you want to 
come forward buyriteautosales@hotmail.com

The Jammin’ 
Kaslo Workshop 
blends food skills 
with fundraising 
for the House 
Next Door
submitted

On Sunday, October 12, the 
historic St. Andrew’s Church 
Heritage Hall in Kaslo will fill with 
the sweet aroma of simmering fruit 

as Harvest & Preserve Kaslo hosts 
‘Jammin’ Kaslo: Jams, Jellies & 
Applesauce Hands-On Workshop.’

This is no ordinary cooking class. 
It’s a fundraising event in support 
of the Kaslo Community Services 
Society’s (KCSS) ‘House Next 
Door’ expansion project.

“Kaslo Community Services 
has always been a vital part of our 
community,” says Patrick Steiner, 
Co-Executive Director. “The House 
Next Door will allow us to do even 
more – providing safe, welcoming 
spaces for youth services, seniors 
programs, counselling, family 
support, and food security projects.”
A workshop with purpose

Led by Rob Macrae, retired 

Selkirk College environmental 
technology instructor and a familiar 
face and respected facilitator at 
the Kootenay Mushroom Festival, 
participants will learn how to 
transform locally harvested apples, 
pears, and berries into gourmet 
jams, jellies, and applesauce. Each 
participant will go home with two 
jars of preserves and the confidence 
to carry on the tradition, supported 
by a recipe e-book.

The workshop is timed to ride the 
energy of the Kootenay Mushroom 
Festival (October 11), drawing both 
local residents and visiting food 
enthusiasts from across the region. 
With just 32 seats available, Jammin’ 

continued on page 20
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

SCRAP METAL 
RECYCLING
serving Nakusp 
to Silverton to 

Edgewood
WILL PAY for your COPPER, 

ALUMINUM, BRASS
Call/text Sun.-Thurs.
for pick-up 250-265-

7056

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

September 19, 
2025

The Jammin’ Kaslo 
Workshop blends food 
skills with fundraising 
for the House Next Door

Kaslo offers an intimate, hands-
on experience with a big community 
impact.

Strengthening food security, one 
jar at a time

B y  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c a l 
preservation skills, the workshop 
helps reduce waste, extend the 
harvest, and reconnect people to 
local food traditions.

“Jammin’ Kaslo is about more 

than food security and food waste 
– it’s about preserving the spirit of 
community. We will learn together, 
as we turn the harvest into hope for 
the House Next Door,” says Jabeen 
Quadir, workshop coordinator.

How the community can support
• Buy a Ticket – Tickets are 

$50, available through Harvest & 
Preserve Kaslo on Facebook and by 
email. All proceeds after expenses 
will be donated to the KCSS House 
Next Door campaign.

• Sponsor the Event – Additional 
sponsors are welcome to contribute 
cash, fruit, or supplies, with 

recognition in event materials and 
on site.
• Donate to the House Next Door – Even 
if you can’t attend, donations to support 
KCSS’s expansion project can be made 
directly at kaslo.services/thehousenextdoor.
Event details

The event takes place Sunday 
of the Thanksgiving weekend, 
October 12, from 9 am to noon, 
at St. Andrew’s Heritage Hall in 
Kaslo. The cost is $50 per person, 
and includes all supplies, two jars of 
preserves and a recipe e-book.

Learn more and register at: 
https://tinyurl.com/ck2553hy

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary Subscription

Only $10 – $50
Just give cash to 
Jan or Dan, if  you 

see either  of  them.



21September 11, 2025  The Valley Voice COMMUNITY

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A new documentary is turning 
the spotlight on the state of BC’s 
wildfire crisis – and what can be 
done to help. 

BC is Burning was shown 
to a large crowd at the Arrow 
Lakes Theatre in Nakusp on 
August 26. The 45-minute film 
was followed by a Q&A with 
Murray Wilson, retired forester, 
writer, and producer and Russ 
Laroche, Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Executive Director with 
the Ministry of Forests.

Wilson has premiered the 
film throughout the region this 
summer – in Vernon, Kelowna, 
Kamloops, and Castlegar – with a 
showing coming up this fall during 
the Union of BC Municipalities’ 
annual convention in Victoria. 

“I’m hoping it will make people 
ask questions,” said Wilson during 
the Q&A. “Doing nothing is giving 
us a certain result. Are we happy 
with that result? I don’t think we 
are.”

Since 2017,  over seven 
million hectares of BC’s forests 
have burned, emitting over 1.2 
billion tonnes of CO2 and costing 
billions in suppression, community 
recovery, and timber losses. 

“It’s easy to feel powerless, to 
believe this is just the way things 
are now. But what if it doesn’t have 
to be?” asks the film’s narrator.

Wilson’s documentary turns 
in a hopeful direction to find 
the opportunity hiding in the 
crisis. He travels around BC, and 
beyond to California, to speak with 
experts and explore science-based 
solutions to protect BC’s forests, 
communities, and future; (and finds 
that) forest management and policy 
change is key.

To set the stage before the film 
began, Wilson explained the fire 
triangle, or what’s needed for a 
fire to burn: fuel, heat, and oxygen. 
There isn’t much to prevent heat 
and oxygen from fanning the 
flames, but we can do something 
about fuel, he said.

Wildfire fuel is combustible 
biomass like grasses, shrubs, 
branches, dead leaves, and fallen 
needles and trees. Excess fuel 
can cause wildfires to burn hotter, 
larger, longer, and faster. 

Retired Professional Forester 
Bruce Morrow says in the film 
that in his 40 years of working in 
BC’s forests, they’ve “changed 
completely.” 

“There are too many trees. 
They’re out-competing each other, 
and when they compete, trees die. 
And now we have these dead dry 
fuels in our forest ecosystems,” 
he said. “We have these huge, big 

New documentary showcases solutions to prevent BC from burning
bonfires going on, which kill the 
trees. Nothing survives – not even 
the nutrients in the soil. The sites 
get sterilized and probably won’t 
grow trees again for decades.”

This fuel buildup is a product 
of over a century of wildfire 
suppression inhibiting the natural 
cycle of fires, says Jim McGrath, 
a Registered Professional Forester 
featured in the film. Usually, 
periodic low-entry fires – which 
burn at a lower intensity – clean up 
fuels without killing trees and soil. 
However, suppressing these fires 
has caused fuel hazards to build up.

Many of today’s forests may 
look natural, “but that’s not 
necessarily how it would have 
looked had there been a couple 
low-entry burns early on in the 
rotation,” says McGrath. “It’s 
an example of a policy that was 
intended to protect the forest, but 
it isn’t doing what it was intended 
to do.”

BC is Burning focuses the lens 
on the forestry sector to highlight 
how its active forest management 
strategies are crucial to protecting 
the province from wildfires. 

In the film, Wilson visits 
Okanagan Mountain Park near 
Kelowna. In 2003, a wildfire burned 
almost 26,000 hectares of the 
park and nearby neighbourhoods. 
Though over two decades have 
since passed, very few – if any – 
trees have regrown.

In contrast, Wilson describes 
the forests outside of Peachland 
and around Mission Creek along 
Highway 3 towards Big White 
Ski Resort. The trees were killed 
by mountain pine beetle, but 
the areas were harvested and 
replanted. Now, trees are growing. 
The Mission Creek watershed is 
healthy, supplying 20,000 people 
with drinking water. 

“If it had been left alone and 
we just said, ‘Let’s do nothing,’ I 
would say it would be a different 
story today because there would 
have been a very intense fire [due 
to fuel buildup] that would have 
impacted the soil and runoff, etc.,” 
said Wilson during the Q&A.

Forestry companies follow 
plans  for  rep lant ing  af te r 
harvest, which promotes faster 
regeneration, said Laroche. This 
is done thoughtfully, and is based 
in science.

In southern BC, forests are 
more diverse, and replanting 
prescriptions reflect this. But as 
you go north, there is less diversity 
and it makes more sense to align 
with the naturally occurring 
monoculture, he said. 

“We a l so  do  ex tens ive 
modelling on what climate change 
is expected to do in certain areas 

and because of that, we have what’s 
called stocking standards: what’s 
required legally to be planted to 
serve a future forest,” said Laroche. 
“It’s making a difference on the 
ground. We’re planting trees today 
that will be suitable for the climate 
we’re predicting in 30 years.”

In the Kootenays, around eight 
different species are planted, he 
said. A stand of trees is safer and 
more resilient if it’s diverse. 

“ F o r e s t r y  c o m p a n i e s 
develop [replanting] plans and 
work collaboratively with the 
government,” said Laroche. “A 
lot of those plans are built with 
the goal of providing resilient 
forests. There’s no incentive to, 
but foresters and companies see 
the value in managing to that 
approach.”

Wilson explained that about 
a third of BC’s forests are set 
aside for parks, protected areas, 
and areas that the forestry sector 
doesn’t manage. Another third 
is not economical to harvest due 
to remote or challenging terrain. 
The remaining third is the timber 
harvesting land base, but only 
about half a percent is harvested 
each year. 

“All of our energies right now 
are being spent on essentially a 
third of our forested areas, and 
we’re forgetting the other two-
thirds,” said Wilson.

The province’s harvest levels 
have also decreased significantly, 
meaning less forests are being 
managed and replanted, and fuel 
continues to build up. The harvest 
level, set by the Chief Forester each 
year, is 61.9 million cubic metres 
but only about 30 million cubic 
metres are being harvested. 

Collaboration with Indigenous 
nations has helped the forestry 
sector access areas it hasn’t been 
able to in the past, but still only 
100,000 hectares of 60 million in 
the province are being harvested 
and regenerated. This includes 
areas that have been burned by 
wildfires or devastated by pine 
beetle and other pests. 

Though the Minister of Forests 
received a mandate from the 
Premier to increase the harvest to 
45 million cubic metres, there just 
aren’t a lot of facilities left in the 
province to process the timber, said 
Laroche.

“That’s a big problem for us, 
and that’s some of what the film 
is saying: we have to get back to 
supporting manufacturing facilities 
that are able to process the timber,” 
he said.

“If you lose the forestry sector, 
you absolutely have no place for 
the wood,” Wilson added.

But to bolster this, policy 

change is needed, he said. 
In the last five years, there have 

been substantial shifts, but there 
are still restrictions and standards 
– lengthy permit processing and 
access limitations, for example – 
that inhibit forestry and, in turn, 
forest management and wildfire 
mitigation.

“The goal is less area burned,” 
Rob Schweitzer, Assistant Deputy 
Minister with BC Wildfire Service, 
says in the film. “But that’s going 
to take a wide approach, a broad 
approach, and a change in the 
way we manage our forests in this 
province.”

Wilson pointed out that the 
BC government is very active 
in climate change policy. The 
Province spent $2.2 billion on 
climate initiatives in 2023 and 
2024, and about $870 million 
went to promoting heat pumps and 
electric vehicles in the hopes of 
reducing carbon emissions.

“But if we can shift these funds 
and help reduce wildfires by only 
5% through forest management, 
we’ll reduce carbon emissions 
much more – without spending so 
much money,” said Wilson. 

How can the people help 
shift policy, the crowd in Nakusp 
wondered.

“The way you can take action 
is, if you’re passionate about it: 
speak up, say what you want to see, 
because the government really does 

listen,” said Wilson.
The film’s website has draft 

letters to send to MLAs, MPs, and 
local elected officials, to call for 
change. 

“People that show up make a 
difference,” he said. “People that 
write make a difference.”

Wilson and Laroche are hoping 
the film will get the word out 
and start a conversation about 
the alternative to doing nothing, 
because it’s not working.

“I don’t think this fire season 
did us any favours,” said Laroche. 
“People start to forget. Lighter fire 
years are great for no smoke, but 
it takes some of the momentum 
away. After a bad fire year, people 
want to talk about fire protection. 
It just takes one year of no fires for 
people to say, ‘It’s not a problem 
anymore.’”

Visit bcisburning.ca for more 
information about the film and 
to access draft letters to send to 
politicians.

“If the government gets 5,000 
letters asking for change, they’ll act 
on it,” said Wilson. 

B C  i s  B u r n i n g  w a s 
independently produced and funded 
through community support. 
Homestead Foods contributed 
half of the total budget, and 
major support came from Skyline 
Helicopters, Padoin Reforestation, 
and Kalesnikoff.
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Fall meditation, study, 
and prayer classes 

coming in mid-
October: find dates 

and times on the 
WideSpot.ca calendar.

Wide Spot: 
Who’s a person?
by Therese DesCamp

I was so shocked when I read 
the Tyee article, I spit out my coffee. 
A geologist in BC is arguing that 
minerals should be declared legal 
persons, and mineral deposits 
“should be recognized for their right 
to be mined and processed to provide 
sustenance to mankind.”

This is twisted, folks.
Granted, legal personhood has 

not been restricted to humans for 
over 125 years. In 1897, the House 
of Lords declared corporations to be 
legal persons – with certain rights 
and protections, including the right 
to sue. (Mind you, this was before 
settler women were declared legal 
persons in Canada. That happened 
in 1929, the famous Persons Case 
that’s celebrated on October 18. 
First Nations women didn’t rate 
full personhood – i.e., the right to 
vote – until the 1960s. Just saying, 
corporations were legal persons way 
before women were.)

But back to my point. In the 
last decade, rivers and even lagoons 
have been declared legal persons, 
with rights and privileges. Here 
in Canada, the Mutuhekau Shipu 
(Magpie) River obtained personhood 
in 2021, with the right to flow, 
to biodiversity, to be free from 
pollution, and to sue. 

In most cases, the rights of rivers 
cases are instigated by Indigenous 
communities. In New Zealand, the 
Whanganui River decision came 
after 140 years of advocacy by the 
local Maori tribe. In Canada, the 
Mutuhekau Shipu decision was 
driven by the Innui First Nation.

It’s not a stretch for people who 
experience rivers and trees and the 
land as ancestors to think of them 
as legal persons. For those of us 
who see the world as a marketable 
commodity, this can be mystifying. 
We often don’t get it because it’s 
not only a new thought, it’s also an 
inconvenient thought. Hence this 
bizarre argument about minerals.

When a river is declared a 
legal person, a team of guardians 
is appointed to represent that river. 
In some cases, the team sues in 

order to protect the life of the river. 
Nowhere has anyone said that a river 
has a right to be useful to humanity, 
because usefulness is not a right. It’s 
a choice. 

Our rights and duties as natural 
and legal persons do not include 
making ourselves available for 
another’s “sustenance.” To call 

this a right is to pervert the notion 
of rights. The geologist’s proposal 
envisions minerals as things to 
be moved, bought, and sold, for 
another’s convenience. When we do 
this to people, it’s called slavery or 
sex trafficking. It’s illegal. To imply 
that commodification is the same 
as legal personhood is dangerous, 

disingenuous, and perverse.
We could look at Margaret 

Atwood’s book, The Handmaid’s 
Tale ,  for  a  s tory of  human 
commodification. But oops, some 
of us can’t, at least if you’re a student 
living in Alberta – because it’s now 
banned. Along with 1984, and Brave 
New World, and The Color Purple.

As a person with a predisposition 
to spiritual things, I remind myself 
that naming lies is a form of 
spiritual practice. Opposing that 
which is unjust – commodification, 
censorship, and the like – is a spiritual 
service to the greater community. 
Spirit, mind, body: married in service 
to the world. It’s a choice.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust has 

released its Annual Service Plan 
Report. In 2024/25, the Trust 
generated $101 million in revenues 
from its investments in hydropower, 
commercial real estate and other 
holdings, enabling the Trust to 
deliver $76.1 million in direct 
benefits to Basin residents through 
more than 2,670 projects across 56 
active programs.

This included: $58.1 million in 
grants and initiatives, $7.1 million in 
commercial real estate investments, 
$6.5 million in new business 
loans, and $4.4 million in capital 
investments.

The Trust’s revenues come 
primarily from four hydropower 
facilities co-owned with Columbia 
Power Corporation. In 2024/25, 
strong performance at the Brilliant 
and Waneta facilities helped offset 
reduced revenues from Arrow Lakes 
Generating Station, which was 
offline for turbine repairs. Insurance 
recoveries helped mitigate the 
impact, and the facility is now back 
in service.

“As we mark the Trust’s 30th 
anniversary, I’m proud of what we 
accomplished in 2024/25,” said 
Johnny Strilaeff, President and CEO 
of Columbia Basin Trust. “Even as 
we navigated challenges with Arrow 
Lakes Generating Station, we were 
able to deliver $76.1 million in direct 
benefits to Basin residents through 
2,670 projects – thanks to the efforts 
of communities, First Nations, 
non-profits and businesses across 
the region. This strong financial 
performance ensures we can keep 
investing in a vibrant, resilient 
Columbia Basin for years to come.”

Residents are invited to learn 
more about the past year’s outcomes 
and connect with members of the 

Board Chair Jocelyn Carver and President and CEO Johnny Strilaeff will share highlights of the Trust’s annual report at the Trust’s annual general 
meeting on September 11, online and in person at the Radium Hot Springs Centre.

Columbia Basin Trust releases annual report
Trust Board at the annual general 
meeting, taking place at 1 pm MT on 
Thursday, September 11 in Radium 
Hot Springs. People can attend 
online via Zoom or in person at the 
Radium Hot Springs Centre, 4863 
Stanley Street. 

A free community BBQ will 

follow the AGM from 4 to 7 pm 
MT at the Radium Hot Springs 
Centre. For more information about 
the AGM and BBQ, visit ourtrust.
org/agm. 

The 2024/25 Annual Service 
Plan Report is available at ourtrust.
org/annualreport.

Columbia Basin Trust supports 
the efforts of the people in the 
Columbia Basin to strengthen 
social, economic and environmental 
well-being. To learn more about the 
Trust’s programs and initiatives, 
visit ourtrust.org or call 1-800-
505-8998.

submitted
The Bill Lynch Trio has teamed 

up with Nelson CARES Society 
to present the trio’s new CD ‘The 
Street of the Moon’ at the Capitol 
Theatre on Friday, September 19 at 
7pm. The Trio of Bill, Bessie Wapp 
and Mark Spielman will be joined 
by Dave Restivo and the High Street 
Choir. Sapphire Guthrie will open the 
show, with Allison Girvan keeping 
everyone on track as emcee. 

The Kootenays have a rich 
history of artists and musicians 
supporting the community. 

“At Nelson CARES we want to 
live in a caring community where 
affordable housing is available to 
those who need it. This is an invitation 
to the community to support our 
services and the individuals we 
serve. Thanks to Bill and these 
amazing musicians for making this 
possible!” said Ron Little Board 
President, Nelson CARES Society.  

Bill says ,”For me this is not just a 

Bill Lynch Trio CD release to support Nelson CARES Society 
CD release, it is also a celebration of 
some of the incredible musical riches 
that we find ourselves surrounded 
with in these mountain valleys, and 
we’re also celebrating the amazing 
successes of Nelson CARES in their 
efforts to reduce homelessness.” 

Nelson CARES Society board 
and staff will be on site to share 
information about the organization’s 

programs and answer any questions 
that people may have about the 
work of the society. The team 
from Kootenay Seniors will also 
be available for anyone looking to 
purchase 50/50 tickets to support the 
Transportation Program. 

Tickets are $25 and will be on 
sale at the Capitol Theatre box office 
starting on September 4.

The Bill Lynch Trio has teamed up with Nelson CARES Society to present their new CD ‘The Street of the Moon.’ 
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With Deepest Gratitude
We wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude for the Garage Sale put on by Silverton 
General Store and Koots Kids Clothing Exchange, as well as continued donations and 
support from this community, while we work through health challenges at this time. 
Your support means more than you know. We are so grateful for the woven basket 
that is this community that holds us through this time. You truly are a gift, all of you.

We would also like to gently remind everyone that Kootenay Kustoms is still fully 
operational and ready for your winter tire and mechanical needs.  Our home is for 
sale, however, we wish to continue serving you until we are able to find a new nest 
in the valley that is more suited to our current needs as we heal and grow.  Let’s 
keep winning together! We love you all so much. 

Warm Autumn hugs
Rich, Mel and Maverik

submitted
The Fauquier Ladies 

League has wrapped up a 
fun and successful summer 
season. Volunteers Trudy 
Schaeffer, Louise Morton and 
Liz Gillis organize and host the 
league from May to August/
September with 22 active 
members from Edgewood, 
Fauquier, Burton and Nakusp. 
Plenty of drop-in visitors join 
the fun, as well.

The focus is on non-
competitive golf, skill building 
and social fun – for the love 
the game.

One of the highlights is the 
annual Swing into Spring with 
Linda Henke at the driving 
range. Linda provides some 
useful instruction to each 
player, followed by lunch and 
a round of golf. The Ladies 
League thanks Linda for being The Fauquier Ladies League at the Fauquier Golf Course.

2025 Fauquier Ladies League: That’s a wrap!
such a positive influence on 
the members and their game.

This year’s wind-up day 
was a perfect 10! The weather 
was partly cloudy and just 
cool enough – one of those 
days that make us all grateful 
to be in this magical part of 
the world. Twenty women 
in teams of four played a 
scramble and there were only 
six strokes separating the first-
place team and the last. Way to 
go, ladies!

Although lunch at the 
wind-up has always been a 
potluck, this year’s meal was 
a special treat by Chef April 
Freely, starting with great 
appys and moving on to grilled 
steaks, baked potatoes and 
Caesar salad. Dessert was “oh 
yum” delicious cheesecake by 
Kamini Storyan and amazing 
fruit  pies by Catherine 

Bischke. These ladies are 
highly recommended for 
anyone needing a sjuper 
dessert for any occasion.

After lunch, prizes were 
awarded, thanks to many 
generous sponsors.

Your Green Kitchen 
provided the winning prize 
for the first-place foursome 
of Alex Jenkins, April Freely, 
Marlene Hitchcock and Liz 
Gillis, who shot a score of 39. 
There was a 50/50 draw for the 
first time and there was a prize 
for everyone. 

If you look closely at the 
picture of league members, 
you will recognize many long-
time volunteers who help 
to strengthen Arrow Lakes 
communities throughout the 
year in so many ways. The 
wind-up celebrates not only 
women’s golf, but also local 

women’s volunteerism and 
contributions to making our 
beautiful part of the world an 
even better place.

There’s still lots of golf 

to play before the end of 
the season, so come on 
down to the Fauquier Golf 
Course and play a round. 
Next spring, if you’ve never 

golfed or if you’ve played 
before, come to the beautiful 
course by the lake and join 
the Ladies League. It’s a great 
game, and friends and fun await.

submitted
On the  weekend of 

October 18-19, Fireweed 
Hub will be offering a two-
day workshop for aspiring 
food entrepreneurs, led by 
the inimitable food business 
coach Mandi Lunan. Thanks 
to funding from the provincial 
government’s Rural Economic 
Development fund, all costs of 
the workshop are covered for 
participants. 

“This is an incredible 
opportunity for  people 
who want to expand their 
knowledge about running 
a food-related business by 
getting some absolutely 
top-notch guidance,” said 
Fireweed board member 
Miranda Hughes. “Mandi is 
such a catch! She’s fun and 
full of energy, and has such 
a wealth of expertise. We’re 
thrilled that we are able to 
bring her here to offer this 
workshop, and being able 
to do it without charging 
participants what it would 
normally cost is amazing.”

The workshop will allow 
aspiring food production and 
food service entrepreneurs 
to expand their knowledge 
and confidence with practical 
real-world advice. Topics 
will include things like 
working through government 
regulations and food safety 
planning, costing and pricing 
strategies, menu development, 
and marketing approaches.

Interest in the workshop 
has come from as far away as 
Creston and Rossland. “We Mandi Lunan will lead a two-day workshop for aspiring food entrepreneurs at New Denver’s Fireweed Hub in October.

Fireweed Hub offers free workshop for aspiring food entrepreneurs
hope we get some local Slocan 
Lake area registrants, and of 
course we would love to see 
more food professionals using 
our Fireweed kitchen,” said 
Hughes, “but this workshop 
is about the bigger picture of 
supporting economic growth 
and resiliency in the area. 
We’ve always hoped that 
Fireweed Hub would function 
as a business incubator. We 
want to support ventures that 
spill out into the community 
to enhance the local economy, 

filling gaps in hospitality 
services and increasing the 
food self-sufficiency of the 
region.”

The  October  18-19 
workshop with Mandi Lunan 
is intended for people hoping 
to start new food-related 
businesses or scaling up a 
smaller operation. Anyone 
interested in attending can fill 
out the application form at 
fireweedhub.ca.

In addition, for anyone 
who would like a bit of 

support as they move forward 
with a food-related business, 
free personal mentoring 
assistance is available this 
year through Fireweed Hub 
with one of their experienced 
staff members. 

Fireweed Hub also has 
a number of other sessions 
coming up in the fall to 
support food-related activities 
among community members. 
On Sunday, September 21 at 4 
pm, they will be offering a free 
orientation to their kitchen, 

including the combi-oven 
and other professional grade 
equipment and appliances. A 
free session will be offered 
later this fall for people who 
would like to obtain or renew 
their FoodSafe certification. 
And there will be more 
half-day workshops on food 
preparation of various types, 
as well as some drop-in 
community events.

There are several ways 

to keep up with what’s 
happening at Fireweed Hub. 
Events and activities are 
posted in the window at 305 
6th Avenue, New Denver. You 
can view the Public Events 
section of their website, 
follow them on Facebook and 
Instagram or subscribe to their 
newsletter. And each issue of 
the Valley Voice includes a 
display advertisement listing 
upcoming activities of note.
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

COMMUNITY

Slocan History Series
Get your windows on the past

of Slocan Valley’s vibrant history

Collect all 9 booklets at only $10 each
Available at local outlets:

• Raven’s Nest, New Denver
•New Denver Visitor Centre/Museum

• Silverton Building Supplies
• Sandon Museum

• New Denver Pharmacy
• Otter Books

• Nelson Visitor Centre
For More Information:

www.slocanhistoryseries.ca

Early New Denver  

 Henning von Krogh
& Cole Harris

submitted
Death isn’t usually the life of the 

party – but A Final Café is about to 
change that. 

Hosted by the New Denver 
Hospice Society and generously 
supported by the Columbia Basin 
Trust, this special community 
gathering invites everyone to join in 
open-hearted conversations about 
aging, end-of-life planning, and the 
important choices we face as we 
grow older. 

A Final Café: Let’s talk about life, death, and everything in between 
With live entertainment, tasty 

refreshments, and a welcome dose 
of humour, A Final Café aims to 
make tough topics feel a little lighter. 
Local comedians Andrew Virge and 
Amanda Worthington Wallin will 
share a witty take on growing older – 
because who says talking about death 
can’t also include laughter? 

If you’ve ever wondered, “Who 
will make my medical decisions?” or 
“What choices should I be making 
now?” or “Who will help care for 

me at home?” this event is the perfect 
place to begin the conversation. 

Attendees can connect with 
organizations offering end-of-
life support and services, such as 
NavCare, Better at Home, Last 
Wishes Society, Thompsons Funeral 
Service, and many more. 

“We want people to feel 
empowered, not overwhelmed,” 

says a spokesperson from the New 
Denver Hospice Society. “This is 
about bringing people together in a 
warm, welcoming space – where we 
can learn, laugh, and make informed 
choices together.” 

The event will take place at 
Silverton Memorial Hall. From 1 to 3 
pm, there will be an open house with 
tea and cookies and an opportunity 

to meet with volunteers from each 
of the groups participating. In the 
evening, starting at 6:30, guests can 
enjoy a light dinner, entertainment, 
and opportunities to hear from 
participating organizations. Come for 
the coffee, stay for the conversation – 
and leave with peace of mind. 

A Final Café – where community, 
connection, and courage meet.
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The Village of New Denver has a 

new Emergency Support Services team, 
thanks to a grant received by the Village. 
At a recruitment open house held in 
June, a number of residents signed up 
to volunteer. This local volunteer team 
is currently enrolled with the JIBC 
(Justice Institute of British Columbia) 
and members are working their way 
through a series of online training 
modules. Nicky Blackshaw, who will 
be the team’s Director, is also enrolled in 
additional online and in-person trainings 
this fall with the Ministry of Emergency 
Management and Climate Readiness. 
The entire team also has criminal record 
and vulnerable sector checks underway. 

ESS (Emergency Support Services) 
helps preserve the well-being of 
people affected by an emergency or 
disaster, ranging from small events 
such as a single house fire to larger 
events, involving mass evacuations. 
The goal of ESS is to help people 
begin to reestablish themselves as 
quickly as possible after a disaster. ESS 
plays an important role in emergency 
management in BC by helping people 
meet their immediate  New Denver’s 
ESS team: Judi Gardiner, George Meier, 
Kathy Hartman, Marilyn Gustafson 
(Village of Nakusp ESS Director), 
Ann Meidinger, Jessica Rayner, Nicky 
Blackshaw, Roy Meidinger, Therese 
DesCamp, Councillor John Fyke, Gordo 

Bone. Missing: Leesa Linck and Chris 
Hogness. 

Basic needs during a disaster, 
reuniting families separated by disaster, 
and providing people affected by a 
disaster with accurate and up-to-date 
information.

If you are interested in supporting 
your community and getting involved, 
there is still time to be part of the team. 
Volunteers should: have compassion for 
people affected by disaster; have good 
communication skills; be flexible and 
able to respond on short notice; be able to 
work well with others; be in good health.

If you’d like to learn more, please 
get in touch with Nicky at ess1@
newdenver.ca

The members of the New Denver ESS Team gather for a photo.

Meet your Village of New Denver ESS Volunteer Team 


