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Universal Ostrich Farms in 

Edgewood have lost their appeal 
of the order to cull all 400 ostriches 
at the farm – but they are still not 
giving up.

“We are  seeking another 
emergency stay order while we 
explore our options with the 
Supreme Court,” said Katie Pasitney, 
spokesperson for the farm, “and we 
are putting out a plea to Minister of 
Agriculture Heath MacDonald and 
the CFIA to work with us together as 
a team to come up with a solution.”

The order to cull the farm’s 
entire ostrich herd was issued by the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) on December 31 last year 
after two ostrich carcasses on the farm 
tested positive for ‘highly pathogenic 
avian influenza’ (HPAI). 

The farm took the issue to federal 
court, asking for a judicial review of 
two decisions made by the CFIA: 
the order to cull the entire herd of 
ostriches, and the denial of the farm’s 
request to exempt at least some of 
its ostriches from the cull. When 
the court dismissed the case on May 
13, the farm launched the appeal. 
Meanwhile, the court granted stays 
of the cull order until the conclusion 
of the legal proceedings.

On August 21, the Federal Court 
of Appeal issued the decision to 
dismiss the appeal, with costs in 
the amount of $7,000, in a written 
‘Reasons for Judgement of the Court’ 
document.

The appeal was heard by a panel 
of three judges, who said in their 
written reasons that they recognize 
their decision “might lead to the 

Ostrich Farm loses appeal of cull order, pursues solution with CFIA/Minister
death of over 400 ostriches owned 
by the appellant, an outcome that 
would doubtless be very difficult, 
both financially and emotionally, 
for the appellant’s principals.” The 
panel said they have “considerable 
sympathy” for the farm owners, 
but “the law we are bound to apply 
inevitably leads to the conclusion that 
this appeal must be dismissed.” 

The cull order is in keeping with 
the CFIA’s ‘Stamping-Out Policy,’ 
which requires destruction of all 
animals that risk transmitting HPAI. 
The Stamping-Out Policy is endorsed 
under section 48 of the Animal Health 
Act, which affords the Minister of 
Health and the CFIA broad discretion, 
allowing them to require destruction 
of animals based on mere suspicion 
of infection. This leaves “very limited 
room for finding the Stamping-Out 
Policy to be unreasonable,” the court 
document says.

The panel of judges said the 
court’s role was to determine whether 
the CFIA’s decisions were reasonable 
according to case law – not to set, 
vary or grant exemptions from 
government policy. Because the 
Stamping-Out Policy, the cull order 
and the exemption denial are all 
reasonable according to case law, 
they unanimously concluded that the 
appeal could not succeed.

The farm asked the court of 
appeal to consider what has happened 
in the more than 220 days since 
the last ostrich died on the farm on 
January 15. A total of 69 ostriches 
died in December and January, but 
there has been no sign of illness since. 
The farm also feels the court should 
have taken into consideration that the 

CFIA denied additional testing of the 
birds after they had recovered.

However, the panel of judges 
explained that the court could not 
consider “fresh evidence.”

“The appellant is encouraging 
the Court to use fresh evidence to 
re-decide the CFIA’s decisions based 
on what it claims is the situation 
today. That is not our role. We 
are only tasked with reviewing 
the reasonableness of the CFIA’s 
decisions at the time they were made, 
which is the essence of the judicial 
review remedy.”

The judges said, however, that the 
fresh evidence could be considered 
by the CFIA or the Minister. “Should 
the appellant wish to have the Notice 
to Dispose [cull order] re-examined 

in light of the fresh evidence, its 
recourse is to ask the CFIA or the 
Minister to do so.”

So that is what the farm will do 
next. “If we could collaborate with 
CFIA and the Minister, and work 
together as a team, and sit at a table 
and come up with solution, I think we 
could make the world very happy,” 
Pasitney said.

She pointed out that the court 
of appeal found that the lower court 
erred when it said the Minister/CFIA 
has only two options under Section 
48 of the Act to address affected or 
contaminated animals – a cull order 
or treatment – and conceded that 
other options are possible.

“We are putting out a plea to the 
Minister and to CFIA to collaborate 

with us, revisit the Stamping-Out 
Policy, look at Section 48 – there 
are other options like testing and 
monitoring,” Pasitney said.

The farm’s research potential is 
invaluable, Pasitney claims – their 
ostrich eggs have antibodies for 
H5N1, COVID-19 and pseudomonas. 
“If you wipe out our animals, you 
cannot get that back,” she said. 
“We are at risk of losing decades of 
genetics that we can’t replace. We 
are a living vault of immunity, which 
is a renewable source of life-saving 
antibodies. This is a test of whether 
we choose destruction or recovery.”

The farm is raising funds for 
its legal fees through GoFundMe, 
GiveSendGo, and e-transfer to 
saveourostriches@gmail.com.

The ostriches at Universal Ostrich Farm in Edgewood are alive and well as of press time, but the cull order stands since the farm lost its case in 
the Federal Court of Appeal.
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BIRD DANGERS 
Songbirds migrate mainly at night guided 
by the western sunset and the earth’s 
magnetic field, using night calls to avoid 
colliding with other birds. Besides climate 
breakdown and habitat loss on their fly-
way, lights in skyscraper windows result 
in deadly collisions, cats kill 1.4 billion 
per year and neonicotinoid pesticides 
kill insects that birds need for food along 
the way.

by Cassandra Morrison 
Kaslo celebrated its 132nd 

birthday at Legacy Park on August 
15 from noon to 2 pm with a short 
program led by Mayor Suzan Hewat 
and community acknowledgements. 
The focus was on service, neighbours, 
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The late Pris Germann-Davis was named Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year at Kaslo’s 132nd birthday 
celebration on August 15.

Kaslo celebrates 132 years, names the late Priscilla “Pris” Germann-Davis 2025 Citizen of the Year 
and the people who keep village life 
running. 

The centrepiece of the program 
was the Citizen of the Year 
presentation, honouring the late 
Priscilla “Pris” Germann-Davis. 

In its public notice of the 
award, the Village said Germann-
Davis “exemplified the very best 
of Kaslo through her unwavering 
dedication, compassion, and tireless 
volunteerism,” noting that she was 
not motivated by praise: “she just 
gave of her time, her energy, and 
her enormous heart, because that’s 
who she was.” 

T h e  n o t i c e  c i t e s  m a n y 
contributions – fundraising for 
the Kaslo Baseball and Softball 
Association, cooking and baking 
for community events, volunteering 

with elders, and helping neighbours 
in need – and calls her “a true 
community champion.” 

The Events Committee also 
reiterated that the Citizen of the 
Year tradition began in 1989, in 
the spirit of honouring exemplary 
Kaslovians like Germann-Davis 
over the years, and that unsuccessful 
2025 nominations will carry forward 
to 2026. 

Many residents knew Germann-
Davis through Pepper’s Treats, the 
concession that became a fixture at 
the ballfield and arena. As recounted 
in Mayor Suzan Hewat’s remarks, 
the idea began with a simple 
conversation at the Kaslo ball field – 
today known as the Murray Pearson 
Memorial Ball Park. 

Sitting in the stands and noticing 

there wasn’t a place for snacks, 
Germann-Davis asked, “Isn’t there a 
concession here?” She then borrowed 
her brother’s yellow Volkswagen 
van, set up shop, and named the 
stand for her four-legged companion, 
Pepper. For years, Pepper’s Treats 
helped fuel the ball seasons and 
hockey games while quietly raising 
funds for local youth sports. 

Acts of service by Germann-
Davis were never limited to one 
venue. According to the Village and 
the Events Committee’s write-up, she 
baked for the Kaslo Concert Society’s 
intermissions, volunteered at bike 
and running events, tutored children 
in reading and cooking lessons. She 
was the neighbour who would house-
sit or dog-sit on a volunteer basis, 
offer rides to Nelson, and check in 
on seniors. When newcomers arrived, 
she was often the first to welcome 
them with open arms. 

S o m e  q u o t e s  f r o m  h e r 
nominations: “She didn’t need a 
spotlight.” “She made people feel 
known and accepted.” “Whatever 
she did, she never asked for anything 
in return.” 

Across continents and decades, 
Germann-Davis made a habit of 
hosting and helping those in need. 
Her life was dedicated to hospitality 
and neighbourly service. 

According to a family obituary 
shared publicly on the Kaslo 
Community Web Facebook page, 
Germann-Davis was born December 
1, 1950, in Borneo, Indonesia. She 
was the eldest of six and grew up 
travelling with missionary parents. 

She studied at Taylor University 
in Indiana and at Capernwray 
in England, and later earned a 
master’s degree in counselling from 
Appalachian State University in 

North Carolina. Early in her career 
she served as Program Director 
at a senior centre in downtown 
Nashville, Tennessee, before moving 
to Switzerland to open and run 
Chalet Edelweiss Hotel Garni and 
Retreat Center in Iseltwald. For two 
decades, she mentored young staff, 
led studies, and welcomed travelers 
– skills and habits that later showed 
up everywhere in Kaslo. 

It was in Switzerland that she 
met her husband, Ron Davis. When 
Chalet Edelweiss closed in 1995, the 
couple moved to Cornwall, England. 
After her husband’s passing in 2007, 
Germann-Davis eventually moved 
to Canada to be closer to family 
and made her home in Kaslo, where 
her practical kindness and quick 
willingness to pitch in became part 
of the village’s daily rhythm. She 
died on December 24, 2024, in 
Nelson after complications from 
heart surgery. 

The Village’s notice describes her 
impact as lasting and wide-ranging, 
“touch[ing] every corner of Kaslo” 
and strengthening the fabric of the 
community. 

Mayor Hewat closed her remarks 
with a sentiment echoed across the 
nominations and tributes: “I feel such 
a hole in my heart as I am sure many 
in our beautiful community do. Her 
legacy lives on in the laughter of the 
kids she supported, in the friendships 
she nurtured, and in the lives she 
touched.” 

At the time of her passing, the 
family offered a simple way to 
honour her memory: open your door 
to someone in need and volunteer 
where you can – a wonderful 
continuation of how Germann-Davis 
lived – faithfully, generously, and 
without a spotlight. 
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submitted by Megan Jamison, 
Kootenay Conservation 
Program

Slocan Valley-based 
ecologist Tyson Ehlers has 
always had a fascination with 
the natural world, beginning 
with the snakes and lizards 
that fuelled his curiosity as a 
child growing up in the South 
Okanagan. His enthusiasm for 
all living things continues to 
drive his work today – he’s 
truly someone who is doing 
exactly what he loves. 

Ehlers became enchanted 
by fungi early in his career, 
realizing how much we didn’t 
know about these organisms. 
“Their symbiotic relationships 
that shape forest ecosystems 
a re  pe rhaps  the  mos t 
interesting of their ecological 
roles. We’re starting to better 
understand these relationships 
and apply this knowledge,” 
he says. He has led numerous 
workshops on wild mushroom 
identification and foraging 
and co-authored Mushrooms 
to Look for in the Kootenays.

Now, his focus has shifted 
to slime moulds – single-celled 
organisms that split from the 
eukaryotic evolutionary tree 
long ago. Ehlers recently 
discovered a new genus 
and species of slime mould, 
Spiromyxa slocanensis , 

Tyson Ehlers holding a Leccinum mushroom, in the Stikine watershed.

Slocan Valley Ecologist Tyson Ehlers explores the wonders of fungi and slime moulds
w h i c h  w a s  f o r m a l l y 
described in collaboration 
with international researchers. 
“For the past 20 years, I’ve 
been frequenting a forest 
not far from my house to 
forage for  berr ies  and 
mushrooms. When I became 
interested in slime moulds, I 
discovered a whole new layer 
of biodiversity in that same 
forest,” he explains.

E h l e r s  a n d  f e l l o w 
Slocan Valley resident 
Ryan Durand were already 
researching slime moulds 
when well-known ecologist 
Andy McKinnon suggested 
they write a collaborative 
book on the subject. They 
hope to publish the book 
in the coming years; in the 
meantime, Tyson’s office is 
filled with labelled containers 
of his myriad collections of 
slime moulds. 

Ehlers is a strong advocate 
for community science, 
as he knows first-hand the 
value of visiting a place 
repeatedly over time and 
seeing new things. “If I can 
give a different set of eyes to 
somebody through mushroom 
foraging, they become more 
connected to a place and start 
observing things that would 
otherwise go unnoticed,” he 
says. Online platforms like 

iNaturalist, which allow users 
to document observations, 
help expand collective 
knowledge of the natural 
world.

Ehlers has also been 
involved with the Kootenay 
C o n n e c t  C o m m u n i t y -
Nominated Priority Places 
initiative, which aims to 
document, enhance and 
conserve critical ecosystems 
in the region, working 
throughout many of the 
seven focal areas. He is 
particularly passionate about 
the biodiversity inventory in 
the Slocan Valley. 

“It is one of the largest 
area-based biodiversity 
inventories done in BC, or 
maybe even in Canada,” 
he notes. The inventory 
began with the Bonanza 
Biodiversity Corridor near 
Hills and has expanded to 
cover the entire Slocan Valley. 
To date, between 4,000 and 
5,000 species have been 
documented, with many more 
still to be discovered.

The  S locan  Va l l ey 
Biodiversity iNaturalist 
project is a database of all 
living things in the watershed 
that experts across the world 
can review and comment on. 
“Over the past few years, we 
have documented more than 

a hundred species of slime 
mould previously unknown to 
BC, some new to Canada, and 
at least one new to science. 
Many of these finds were right 
here in the Slocan Valley.”

E h l e r s  p r a i s e s  t h e 
Kootenay Connect initiative, 
which is in its final year of 
funding from Environment 
and Climate Change Canada. 
“We are now strategizing 
to find ways to carry the 
information forward,” he 
says ,  h ighl ight ing  the 
significant restoration work 
and data collected over the 
past seven years.

In addition to his research, 
Ehlers serves as a volunteer 
on the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay’s Local 
Conservation Fund Technical 
Review Committee, where he 
helps evaluate conservation 
projects in the region. 

He holds a degree in 
Forest Management from 
the University of BC, and 
his background also includes 
bird nesting surveys and 
fish inventories, including 
snorkeling the entirety of 
the Slocan River to count 
and identify fish. “You can’t 
separate the freshwater from 
the forest ecosystem; it’s 
all connected. There were 
salmon carcasses here in the 
Slocan River Valley less than 
100 years ago - that is how the 
cedar trees got so big.”

Tyson emphasizes the 
importance of understanding 
the whole ecosystem, rather 
than only one part of it.

“I think that in order to be 
a good specialist, you must be 
a good generalist, so you can 
really see how all the pieces 
fit together. If you only study 
slime moulds or fungi in a lab, 

it can be an important way to 
learn about their life cycle, 
or an individual species, but 
to understand them in their 
ecosystem is a whole other 
thing.”

H i s  d a y s  o f f  l o o k 
much like his workdays, 
as he can often be found 
outside exploring nature 
or spending the weekend 
examining specimens under 
his microscope. 

Kootenay Conservation 
Program (KCP) is a partnership 
of over 85 organizations that 
work together for connected 
habitats and landscapes in 
the Kootenays that sustain 

biodiversity and naturally 
f u n c t i o n i n g  r e s i l i e n t 
ecosystems that, in turn, 
support community well-
being. Learn more at www.
kootenayconservation.ca.
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OPINION

Peace in the 
Ukraine?

Trump and Putin are willing 
to talk about peace in the Ukraine. 
The meeting was in Alaska, a US 
state that used to belong to Russia. 
Ukraine wants peace but is not 
willing to give up territory. Trump is 
quite willing to give up territory. If 
I were Putin, I would offer peace in 
the Ukraine in exchange for Alaska. 
That way, Russia could point some 
short-range missiles at the USA to 
counter the missiles that the US-
controlled NATO has pointed at 
Russia on Russia’s borders. Trump 
is all about money, and the great 
weapons supplier is set to sell the 
other NATO countries weapons, to 
GIVE to the Ukraine. It is not in 
the interests of America to stop that 
war; after all, there is a lot of money 
to be made.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Universal Ostrich 
Farm: same old stuff, 
just a different day

The UOF has lost its latest appeal 
just as it has previously. The ostrich 
farm’s snow job is rapidly melting. 
Now it’s to be the same old stuff, just 
a different day. With the farm calling 
for protesters, people are being 
called to come and have hands-on 
experiences with the ostriches. Just 
as before, this is a total disregard 
for the quarantine and all this BS. 
The ostriches are the ones that I feel 
sorry for. They have no voice in this 
situation.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

My court case
On April 15, 2025, I was present 

before Justice Lyster for a four-hour 
hearing. I have since reviewed my 
transcripts and I am able to confirm 
the transcript generally follows 
what I presented. I prefaced with 
“generally” as there are curious 
errors throughout – which to me 
suggest there may be subconscious 
tags attached to certain words that 
were repeatedly mis-transcribed. I 
will be reviewing the audio file to 
review the issue. 

When I completed my hearing, 
I spoke with the court registry 
and it was reported that the audio 
file was about eight hours. This 
‘error’ was reaffirmed when I was 
billed for an eight-hour period after 
the transcribing team provided 
an estimate based on the content 
received from the registry. However, 
the extra four hours was not 
transcribed and appears to have 
disappeared.

My transcription file follows my 
opening statement, which is available 
at Bee Lane End of the World is Here, 
in Kaslo.

During the court proceeding, 
I was aware of a subconscious 
emotional component where a 
‘secondary court’ was occurring in 
my umbilicus (belly button) – that 
I also noted when walking in the 
community in front of a spiritually 
violent person (SVP) who was 
holding court there. This was during 
court recess.

In front of Justice Lyster, I was 
aware that there was an overruling 
spiritual authority (judicial) 
affecting the court proceeding. The 
respondent’s heart was affected. 

Shawnee Monchalin, lawyer for the 
human rights tribunal, and Justice 
Lyster, as physically in her presence 
she was ‘reporting’ the overruling 
authority of which I have listed in 
my affidavit (File 23384).

From what I understand, until 
the spiritually non-violent population 
(SNVP) are able to overstep the 
SVP dominate in our court system 
spiritually – their main goal it 
seems is to use the court system to 
cannibalize the SNVP in life and 
death.

The SVP I am reporting on are 
capable of affecting all planetary life.

See section 2 of the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms for more 
information.

I am an educator on spiritual 
violence. My prior credentials: RN/
BN, practiced 13 years. My fourth 
year of Naturopathic Medicine is 
incomplete due to spiritual violence.

Tamara Patricia Balla
Kaslo

Open Letter to 
Slocan Valley 
residents and 
Stephanie 
Johnson, RDCK 
Planner

Re: Valley Voice article, p. 20, 
August 14 on the reworking of the 
existing subdivision servicing bylaw. 
Yes, overdue for a revamp! Good! 
But, while there are other issues 
pointed out, it is the water focus 
that I fervently hope will receive the 
most care and attention. Currently, 
realtors and landowners are selling 
land without access to a domestic 
water source.

Due to this, and it’s not the norm, 
thank goodness, there have recently 
been long-time water licence holders 
dependent on their creeks who have 
had to tear up water line installations 
of people who have moved in where 
there was no water and have put in a 
system upstream.

 Real estate companies have 
propeties for sale without clear 
water rights. Not only this, but the 

companies may be unaware of new 
restrictions the government (Ministry 
of Forests and Water Stewardship 
through Cranbrook kbwaterinfo@
gov.bc.ca- attn. Sara) has put on 
creeks which may face shortages, i.e. 
“under notation” of potential water 
shortage. Regarding the digging of 
wells, again on land sold without 
water, maybe not everyone can 
afford to dig hundreds and hundreds 
of feet. (And perhaps then not even 
find water, and then what do they 
do?) How responsible and ethical, 
not to mention chaos-creating is 
that, then – government, realtors, 
landowners?

Fellow residents, please take 
note of any place for sale around you 
where, because you live there and 
know the area, you suspect that there 
may not be enough water for new 
people to move in. Please inquire, 
get informed, and then insist that 
there are real teeth in the new rules. 
Prevent trouble before it arises.

Thank you, Stephanie, it’s a big 
and important job to work with all 
the key players to try and get this 
right. Groundwater, creek, and river 
water volumes are decreasing. Please 
backtrack a bit and widen your scope 
to include oversight on all land for 
sale, as well as subdivisions, in 
tandem with the people who have 
lived here a long time, including 
those whose business it is to ensure 
environmental sustainability, the 
different branches of government, 
and holding dear and important all 
of our valley inhabitants: gardens, 
trees, birds, fish, who depend as we 
all do on water quality, quantity, and 
timing of flow.

We need to get used to tall orders: 
no life without water.

 Daphne Fields
Slocan

Pris Davis 
tribute 
clarifications

Perhaps you have read the 
Facebook tribute memorializing 
Pris Davis of Kaslo, who became 
the 2025 Citizen of the Year last 
week. The author of the tribute 

was not recognized but it appears 
to be a copy of the speech given 
at the award ceremony. It has two 
inaccuracies in it. I’ve written to the 
Village of Kaslo to make corrections, 
but have had no response. Nothing 
I’m saying here takes away from 
all the value her good deeds gave 
and all the applause they deserve, 
and certainly not her right to the 
award. I’m writing merely to have 
her legacy stand corrected because 
“I was there” as part of the events 
needing correction. Please, I need 
no personal credit for that.

Pris befriended me within days 
of her arrival in Kaslo with a freshly 
baked loaf of braided sourdough 
bread. In exchange, she asked if she 
could walk my dog, Pepper, in the 
mornings. Since I don’t do mornings, 
but I can do warm braided bread, I 
conceded. Pepper gave her much 
joy, Pris often told me. Soon, we 
were sharing the occasional bottle of 
pinot noir. One of those evenings, she 
asked me, “What can I do in Kaslo?” 
I advised we needed a hard ice cream 
vendor that’s open on Mondays and 
we need a concession at the ball field. 
She chose the latter and asked if she 
could name it Pepper’s. I wrote back, 
suggesting Pepper’s Treats. All that 
was in the spring of 2021.

One person wrote to the 
nominating committee that Pepper’s 
Treats was inspired by a conversation 
he or she had with Pris at the ball 
park. I’ve no doubt that person did 
have a positive conversation with 
Pris, but the consequence of the 
conversation has been incorrectly 
assumed. Pepper’s Treats was 
already a done deal, inspired by the 
keen desire of Pris Davis to do some 
good in the community from the day 
she arrived in it.

The other inaccuracy doesn’t 
have significant ramifications but 
should be corrected: Pepper’s 
Treats  concessions a t  adul t 
hockey tournaments and Kaslo’s 
annual iDIDaRide event were not 
volunteered. The little she earned 
from all her good deeds came from 
those events, arranged on a for-profit 
basis; everything else she earned was 
by donation, which was invariably 
given to the host organization.

In the end, though, it’s not 
Pepper’s Treats that should be 
remembered for what it was or 
how it came to be, it’s Pris Davis. 
Congratulations, my dearest friend 
Pris – there truly was no one more 
deserving.

Rick Galbraith
Kaslo
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Open letter to 
Kaslo CAO 
Baker and 
Kaslo council

You have maintained in various 
meetings and reports to council and 
public that Village residents do not 
have access to the property on the 
waterfront at South Beach. And that the 
only solution is to sell all Village land at 
South Beach to the developer so he can 
“gift” back guaranteed access.

You have not explained to council 
or the public that the developer does 
not have access to his property, either. 
Or, that when the developer builds a 
dedicated access road across his land 
and Village land to his inaccessible 
properties, this will not only provide his 
access but it will also simultaneously 
create guaranteed access to Village 
property via dedicated rights of way – 
starting with Avenue G.

Further,  the developer has 
committed “to sell the Village all their 
land within the river riparian area and 
give the Village all their land within 30 
metres of the lake’s natural boundary 
at no cost.” – FOR THE RECORD by 
CAO Baker, presented to the public.

The new highway access road and 
these land transactions connect Avenue 
G, to Second Street, to Avenue H, and 
to Avenue I, all existing dedicated 
ROWs to the waterfront of South Beach 
for public access – guaranteed, by the 
Province of BC. That opportunity 
exists now, without pea-and-shell 
game negotiations around transferring 
property.

Yet the CAO maintains that if 
the Village sells all its land on the 
river and lake to the developer, he 
“will provide the public with legal 
and unfettered access along the entire 
river and lakeshore.” Only this access 
is between the river and a concrete 
flood protection wall in a riparian area, 
which is normally designated for no 
development.

So Kaslo council, take your pick: a) 
legal access along existing designated 
highways to the waterfront, or b) an 
undesignated trail in a riparian area that 
is in the river channel.

If council chooses the riparian trail, 
the Village will sell all its land holdings, 
including the above-mentioned 
designated highway access roads – to 
the developer so he can create a strata 
title RV Park – a whole other can of 
worms.

By the by,  the Community 
Charter has specific legally binding 
requirements around municipalities 
cancelling highways. Here’s the 
relevant section:

Restrictions in relation to highway 

disposition, closure or alteration
Section 41 (1) As a restriction, if
(a) a bylaw under section 40 (1) (a) 

[authority to permanently close] affects 
a highway, or part of a highway, that 
provides access to the ocean or a lake, 
river or other stream or watercourse, 
and

(b) the municipality is proposing 
to dispose of the highway or part, the 
municipality may only dispose of that 
highway or part if

(c) the municipality is exchanging 
the property for other property that the 
council considers will provide public 
access to the same body of water that 
is of at least equal benefit to the public.
How would these two options stand up 
in front of a judge?

Jim Holland
Kaslo

A new vision 
for the NDP?

In the last election, the NDP was 
decimated and its leader Jagmeet Singh 
lost his seat despite running a good 
campaign. The party will now have to 
rebuild itself and attract new voters. 
Its traditional platform of fighting 
for healthcare, affordable living, and 
putting everyday people ahead of the 
ultra-rich was not good enough. With 
the NDP leadership race to begin in 
September 2025 and a new leader to 
be elected by March 29, 2026, the party 
looks like it is in bad shape.

Not so. There are new issues to 
address. Many Canadians are revolted 
by Canada’s support of Israel. The 
ultra-rich are getting richer. There is 
capitalism’s plunder of the planet and 
the exorbitant defense bill we have to 
deal with and the trade talks. Enter 
Yves Engler.

Yves is an outspoken activist on 
Israel/Palestine, NATO and military 
spending, and is the author of 13 
books. Yves says Canada should spend 
what Mexico spends on military 
spending: 0.7% of GDP. He will push 
to phase out Alberta’s tar sands and he 
recruits supporters at pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations. To sum up his socialist 
views, he writes, “Capitalism’s need 
for endless consumption and profit 
maximization is imperiling humanity’s 
long-term survival. We must build an 
alternative that rejects its war on the 
earth, human psyche, and democracy.”

Mr. Engler realizes running to win 
party leadership is a long shot. The 
more realistic objective is to drive the 
debate away from the mushy middle. 
A few thousand new members are 
needed to show the campaign is serious. 
If you are interested, join the NDP. 
Membership fees are $5 and up. To 
win, 25,000 new NDP memberships are 
needed and a significant slice of current 

members have to be convinced to go for 
the bold move.

It is a steep hill to climb but half of 
Canadians believe Israel is committing 
genocide in Gaza and many thousands 
(the support is there) are appalled 
by Canada’s complicity. For more 
information, go to: yvesforndpleader.
ca. Don’t miss the video.

With Yves Engler, the NDP has a 
rare opportunity to become the party 
it was always meant to be – a party of 
peace, justice, and progress.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Ostrich verdict: 
When policy 
replaces law

On August 21, a three-judge panel 
upheld the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency’s (CFIA) order to slaughter 400 
ostriches at a family farm in Edgewood. 
This ruling followed a July 15 appeal 
hearing and leaves the farm powerless 
to prevent the destruction of healthy 
animals that have shown no signs of 
illness for more than seven months.

The CFIA has refused to conduct 
biological testing. Instead, it has relied 
entirely on the polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) test, a laboratory tool 
never designed to diagnose disease. 
Even its inventor, Nobel Prize-winning 
scientist Kary Mullis, warned against 
misusing PCR in this way. Despite 
months of healthy birds and no evidence 
of infection, the CFIA insists these 
ostriches are a ‘threat.’ Independent 
testing has been forbidden under threat 
of crippling fines and even jail.

The court’s role should have 
been to test this claim against real 
evidence. Instead, the judges deferred 
to bureaucratic power. They accepted 
‘suspicion’ as sufficient. They treated 
PCR results as unquestionable. They 
refused to allow third-party verification. 
In doing so, they confirmed that statutes 
and policies – not truth or justice – are 
the ultimate standard in today’s Canada.

This is the deeper story. We are 
living under codification, where 
statutes replace law, policy replaces 
truth, and administrative fiat replaces 
evidence. The Health of Animals Act 
allows the Minister to order destruction 
on suspicion. The CFIA invoked that 
suspicion. The judges upheld it. That 
is the closed circle in which the case 
was decided.

But what about higher law? Our 
Constitution guarantees the right to 
life, liberty, and security of the person 
(Charter, s. 7). It protects us against 
unreasonable seizure of property 
(s. 8). Our common law holds that 
fraud vitiates everything and that 
proportionality must be respected. 

None of this was applied. The court 
refused to reach beyond the statute.

This is not just about ostriches. 
It is about the trajectory of our entire 
society. During the COVID-19 era, 
we saw how policy was imposed as 
law: lockdowns, mandates, and digital 
passes enforced without full legislative 
process. Now, with the ostrich ruling, 
we see how codified statutes and 
agency suspicion can erase common 
sense and justice altogether.

The great takeover is here. 
Common law – once the backbone of 
fairness and due process – is effectively 
off the books. Agencies hold enormous 
discretion. Judges rubber-stamp their 
orders. Lawyers, bound as officers of 
the Crown, argue only within the limits 
of statute. Truth and evidence are left 
outside the courtroom.

This is what the Edgewood verdict 
demonstrates: suspicion equals guilt, 
PCR equals proof, and life itself can 
be destroyed by administrative decree.

We call on our fellow citizens to 
recognize what is happening. This is not 
simply an animal health matter. It is a 
precedent. If suspicion alone is enough 
to cull hundreds of healthy birds, then 
nothing – land, farms, property, even 
families – is safe from the same logic.

Canada must return to real law: to 
evidence, to fairness, to justice. Without 
it, we are all subjects of codification, 
trapped in a system where life is 
expendable and truth is irrelevant.

Peter Carson & Teri Wallace
Silverton

History in motion
The Trumpundrum!
Despise? Is that the word? Awarded 

the prize by the media, paid for by those 
who hate or fear him, trying to convince 
people to not even listen to what he 
says, or see what he’s doing.

911 – what was that about? 
Afghanistan, Iraq, JFK, Israel, COVID, 
Ukraine, Russia Russia Russia. Who/
what is the enemy?

What did he say, what’s he doing...  
exactly what he said he would. With the 
military firmly behind him.

His inauguration – January 2017 
– just before a key statement, to 
underline the point, various army corps 
marched in.... orderly, precise. Their 
uniform markings show their lofty 
ranks including Military Intelligence, 
Judge Advocate General, etc. They 
stood behind him for all the cameras 
and the thousands of people gathered 
to witness. For the world to see. 
“We are transferring the power from 
Washington, DC to you the people.”

After that brief segment, they 
turned in precise order, one by one, and 
departed up the red carpet stairs behind 
him. (It’s on YouTube.) 

The media doesn’t tell ya that 

part. Who runs the media? Who do 
they work for? Highest bidder calls 
the shots. What is their global agenda 
for humanity? War by deception. 
Truth is their enemy. So they conceal, 
obfuscate. Coerce public opinion and 
belief. The endless diatribe gets old 
and stale, a breeze of hot misguided 
air. Media hypnosis hard to break 
sometimes. Facts shine light on the spin 
jobs. Context. Background.

After the Civil War drained the 
republic’s coffers, the Act of 1871 
transformed Washington, DC into a 
corporation run by foreign Rothschild 
bankers. Constitution replaced in 1874. 
People became property of the Crown. 
Admiralty law, capital letters on birth 
certificates, government/bank docs 
etc. Federal Reserve Act, December 
1913. (The Titanic took down the three 
people who opposed it.) Money from 
nothing, loaned out at interest. Debt 
runs their system. Runs the deep state. 
The world. Income tax – where does all 
that money go?

Time for a thump to rattle the 
cage. A Trumper Thump. Like taking 
back the City State of Washington, DC 
(August 8 Executive Order federalizing 
DC.) The military control arm of the 
new world order, global government. 
Returning it to the republic. 

City of London was the financial 
centre, money out of thin air, sucking 
the life out of everything and everybody. 
Vatican City, the religious control, 
nefarious ‘intermediary’ to Great Spirit. 
These three are not part of the countries 
they are in.  

They are separate, sovereign 
foreign entities. Together they were 
the vice grip that ran humanity like 
cattle. Goes back before Babylon. 
Slave robots, their dream for all of us. 
Depopulation. Most people have no 
idea how close it came. If Hillary had 
got in, a lot of us wouldn’t be here now.

Orange Man Bad ruined their 
game. That’s why they hate/fear him so 
much and want everyone else to as well. 

What if he knows exactly what he’s 
doing? Ya. The looney toon buffoon in 
the china shop... the wartime president 
trying to put an end to war. The war 
for our minds. The war for our souls. 
Drain the swamp, he said. This is what 
it looks like. Step by step. The dark 
forces implicate themselves in their 
manic frenzy to keep control when 
it’s already gone. Taking the money 
system back from the vultures. The 
Fed is dead. Soon asset-based Treasury 
Notes, like JFK tried in 1963. The fog 
of war lifting. Toto pulls the curtain 
back.  What’s back there...  

Al Muckle 
Winlaw
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by Corrina Mae
The Slocan ice rink will now 

be known as the ‘Burly Van Bynen 
Memorial Rink’ in honour of the late 
councillor, former mayor, and much-
loved community member and volunteer. 
Burly spent hours of his volunteer time 
looking after the ice rink. This item was 
brought forward from in camera. 
Legion requests Village 
assistance with hall upkeep

The Slocan Valley Legion Hall needs 
upgrades and ongoing maintenance, and 
the Legion would like to work with the 
Village on a long-term plan for the facility.

Slocan council, August 11: Ice rink to be dedicated 
Burly Van Bynen Memorial Rink

(Legion President Pat Ashton 
attended the meeting as a delegation. 
Since then, the Valley Voice has learned 
that Pat unexpectedly passed away. 
Our condolences to Peggy and other 
members of Pat’s family, and the whole 
community.)

“We don’t seem to have a plan,” 
said Legion President Pat Ashton, 
who attended the meeting to start the 
conversation on this with council. “We 
feel that the Village needs to commit to a 
plan, and we are willing to work with the 
Village to create one.” 

Ashton said the Legion Hall 
welcomes approximately 600-700 people 
per month and costs $10,000-$12,000 
per year to operate. The Legion has 
served the community since 1999, and 
to date, approximately $110,000 has 
been invested into upgrading the hall 
through grants from Columbia Basin 
Trust, the Village of Slocan, and other 
funders. However, the almost 100-year-
old building still needs major work, 
Ashton says, and the Legion hasn’t been 
able to unlock the full potential of the hall 
with their current capacity and resources. 

A line of communication between 
the Village and the Legion must be 
established, Ashton said. “It’s a great asset 
being used more and more, but who does 
larger issues fall onto?”

Council  acknowledged and 
apologized for the lack of communication 
and assured Ashton that the Village 
fully supports the Legion. Mayor Lunn 
expressed appreciation for Legion 
volunteers, who put in roughly 600 
hours throughout the year. Council also 
noted that capacity is limited at both the 
Village and the Legion, and agreed to 
work together.

A joint committee will be struck to 
create a plan for the Legion Hall. 

Strategic Priorities Fund grant 
applications

The Village will submit two 
applications for funding from the federal 
Strategic Priorities Fund: one to develop 
a water infrastructure plan and the other 
for the Harold Street project.

Councillor Madeleine Perriere noted 
that developing a water infrastructure plan 
will help determine how to move forward 
as the community continues to grow. 

The Harold Street project is scheduled 
to get underway next year, with more than 
$800,000 in provincial funding secured. 
However, Councillor Ezra Buller noted 
that more funds are needed, and this is a 
good opportunity to apply for a grant to 
make up the shortfall.

The Strategic Priorities Fund is part 
of the Canada Community Building Fund 
and is available to all local governments 
outside of Metro Vancouver. The funding 
is intended to support planning and capital 
infrastructure projects that are large-scale, 
innovative, or regionally impactful, and 
that support economic growth, a clean 
environment and strong communities. 

The program can contribute up to 100% 
of eligible costs, with a limit of $7 million 
for infrastructure project applications. The 
deadline to apply is September 12.
State of Local Emergency 
Consent Policy

The RDCK provided a sample State 
of Local Emergency Consent Policy 
to assist the Village in drafting its own 
similar policy. 

The policy will outline the steps the 
Village will take to gain council’s consent 
to declare a State of Local Emergency 
within the village. 

The new Emergency and Disaster 
Management Act gives the mayor 
the power to declare a State of Local 
Emergency, and requires the mayor to 
make reasonable efforts to get consent 
from councillors.
CAO report

CAO Trish Dehnel reported that 
the Village completed a beach clean-up, 
installed a heat pump at the Village office, 
and is continuing to work on the RDCK 
911 addressing mapping project. 

The Village office has two employees 
– one full-time and one part-time. Public 
Works has two full-time employees, with 
one part-time position currently under 
review. Dehnel extends gratitude “to the 
amazing staff and our contract workers: 
Campground, Washroom, Gardens, 
Project Coordinator.” 
Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir 
breakwater 
repairs
by Jan McMurray

BC Hydro reports that it will be doing 
work on the breakwaters at its boat ramps 
on the Arrow Lakes Reservoir between 
August 11 and October 22.

“We will begin replacing 41 sections 
of breakwater at the Burton, Edgewood, 
Fauquier, McDonald Creek, and Shelter 
Bay boat ramps. This work is essential to 
ensure the breakwaters remain safe and 
reliable. Additional repairs will follow 
in future years,” says BC Hydro’s July 
24 update.

Construction will occur intermittently 
at Edgewood August 11-August 15, 
Fauquier: August 11–September 8, Burton: 
August 18–September 22, McDonald 
Creek: August 25–September 8 and Shelter 
Bay: September 1–October 22.

The boat ramps will remain open 
during this time, BC Hydro says, but it’s 
important that breakwaters are kept clear of 
any obstructions to ensure safe and timely 
completion of the work.

BC Hydro also warns that mooring 
on the breakwaters is strictly prohibited 
at all times. “Doing so may damage your 
boat or the breakwater. Thank you for your 
cooperation,” the update says.

The Arrow Lakes Reservoir was 
forecast to reach 432.3 metres (1,418 feet) 
by the end of July.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area 
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone 
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, 
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesdays thru Sundays, 3-9 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly dining and casual 
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our 
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing 
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Open: 3-9 pm. Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, 
tackle, fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries. 
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery 
The best in Summer ’25 eco fashion is here! From Victoria’s Leka Design, a women-owned 
small business that turns sustainable linen fabrics into gorgeous creations, we have a fine 
selection of cool tops, pants, tunics and dresses • We’ve expanded our collection of colourful 
sun dresses from River Goddess, whose timeless and feminine cotton dresses and skirts are 
perfect for summer! • More ladies bamboo clothing is here from Abaka, including new colours in 
the always popular Julliette tee • Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 5 pm, Sunday 10:30 - 3 

pm • Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & 
Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •
Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm 
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products, 
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293 
Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and 
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and 
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com 
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated sec-
ond hand clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. 
We have something for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range 
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural 
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli 
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, 
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

When it comes to emergency 
preparedness, building relationships is just 
as crucial as response plans and grab-bags. 

This takeaway comes from Dan 
Seguin, Manager of Community 
Sustainability, as he presented the After-
Action Review (AAR) of the RDCK’s 
efforts during the 2024 wildfire season at 
the board’s August 21 meeting.

An AAR evaluates what actions 
were taken during an event, assesses the 
outcomes, and identifies opportunities for 
improvement. Red Dragon Consulting 
prepared the review, which captures 
lessons learned, reinforces best practices, 
and helps prevent future missteps.

In 2024, there were 98 wildfires 
across the RDCK. Most notable were 
the Slocan Lake and Lavina Complexes, 
which saw 33,990 hectares of forest 
burned and more than 5,000 residents 
impacted. Silverton, Slocan, New Denver, 
and parts of Areas D and H were placed 
under a state of local emergency, marking 
the first time that entire municipalities 
within the RDCK were subject to these 
orders. 

RDCK releases after-action review of 2024 wildfire season
Seguin said that once recovery started, 

the emergency management team was 
exhausted. 

“How do we sustain ourselves during 
a recovery process that takes multiple 
months? By establishing and building 
relationships with communities and local 
organizations who can help with recovery 
efforts,” Seguin said.

Emergency Program Coordinator Ian 
Briscoe agreed, saying that the RDCK 
could have gained time on recovery efforts 
if more time had been spent connecting 
these networks before the fires happened. 
He noted that these relationships need to 
be institutional, so that even as individuals 
come and go from organizations and 
elected positions, the connections can 
remain.

Area H Director Walter Popoff used 
the Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Partnership as an example. After the fires, 
local economic development partners 
stepped up to help Slocan businesses 
bounce back. Though effective, the 
response was still ad hoc. Popoff wished 
there had been something like this in place 
before the fires. 

Communities have also responded, 

with the formation of groups like the 
Red Mountain Road and Enterprise 
Creek Emergency Preparedness Society 
(REEPS) and the Slocan Valley Watershed 
and Forest Protection Society. 

Chair Aimee Watson wondered 
how more resources could be put into 
communities that want to develop 
organizations for the RDCK to build 
relationships with.

Seguin said there are two projects on 
the go right now that will be coming to 
the board soon. Roughly, they’ll involve 
going to communities and asking for input 
on hazards, risks, and resources, and using 
those meetings to begin building networks.

This is very much on their minds, he 
said, and in the next year or two, he said 
he could see something really expanding. 

“This is a critical piece of resilience.”

Seguin said the RDCK incorporated 
recommendations from the AAR into its 
preparations for the 2025 wildfire season, 
and will continue to incorporate them. Key 
recommendations focus on improving 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) 
infrastructure, interagency coordination, 
communications, public engagement, 
evacuation planning, and long-term 
recovery strategies. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The RDCK has been investigating 
options for delivering fire protection or 
fire response service to the community 
of Hills. Research Analyst Tom Dool 
presented the findings at the August 21 
RDCK board meeting.

Hills lies eight kilometres north of the 
New Denver fire protection boundary. The 
volunteer Hills Community Fire Brigade 
(HCFB) has filled the gap by offering 
community-based response to fires.

Organizers from HCFB reported 
to RDCK staff that the community is 
pleased with the service it provides, but 
residents understand the brigade has 

RDCK investigating fire service options for Hills 
limited resources. In the event of a serious 
incident, residents would like the peace 
of mind to know a formalized and well-
equipped response could be called upon.

“While volunteer fire brigades 
perform important functions in the 
community, the service they provide 
should not be confused with the full suite 
of services included in fire protection and 
fire response,” reads Dool’s report.

The RDCK provides two kinds of fire 
service through volunteer or municipal 
contract departments: fire protection, and 
fire response.

Fire protection provides all aspects 
of fire safety and includes prevention, 
suppression, firefighting, pre-fire planning, 

fire investigation, and public education.
Fire response provides the same 

services as fire protection, but with a 
relaxed standard to account for greater 
time and distances. The scope of response 
is usually defined through a bylaw. 

Dool concludes that the most viable 
option for Hills is a contract with New 
Denver’s municipal fire department to 
provide fire response. Fire protection 
is not possible because of the response 
time/distance requirements placed on fire 
protection services.

Dool noted that establishing a fire 
response service through the RDCK 
would not negate the need for the Hills 
Community Fire Brigade. 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

MIRROR LAKE 
WATER USERS 
COMMUNITY 

Boil Water Advisory for all 
users. Inform renters and 
guests until further notice. 

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A Regional Drought Adaptation 
Plan is on the RDCK’s wish list. The 

RDCK board, August 21: Regional Drought Adaptation Plan to be developed
RDCK will apply to the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities’ Green 
Municipal Fund for up to $140,000 
to develop the plan. 

“The 2024 wildfire season and 
current water supply challenges 
highlight the urgent need for 
proactive adaptation planning,” 
said Paris Marshall Smith, the 
RDCK’s  Sus ta inabi l i ty  and 
Resilience Supervisor, in her staff 
report. “Seasonal drought and 
declining snowpack increasingly 
impact RDCK communities, with 
consequences for water supply, 
ecosystem health, and economic 
activities such as agriculture and 
tourism.” 

T h e  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 
Emergency Management (EM) 
teams will coordinate on the project, 
which will include a regional drought 
risk and vulnerability assessment, 
and short- and long-term resilience 
actions.

EM staff is already doing work 
related to natural hazards, but Smith 
said the scale of the region and its 
450 watersheds would benefit from 
dedicated attention. Still, the project 
will integrate with existing EM, 
land-use, and asset management 
plans.

As Chair Aimee Watson noted, 
jurisdictional boundaries don’t 
stop water. Where applicable, the 
RDCK will collaborate with the 
Regional Districts of East Kootenay 
and Kootenay Boundary, and First 
Nations governments.

The project is anticipated to take 
18 to 24 months to complete. 

Recycling depots to help non-
profits

Severa l  loca l  non-prof i t 
organizations will now be collecting 
refundable beverage containers 
brought to RDCK recycling depots.

The RDCK saw the opportunity 
for non-profits to financially support 

the services they provide in their 
communities.

In the Valley Voice coverage area, 
the Burton Fire Brigade will collect 
refundables from the Edgewood 
and Burton depots, and Kootenay 
Contribution will collect them from 
the Kaslo depot. 

O t h e r  n o n - p r o f i t s  w i t h 
agreements include Kootenay 
Carshare Cooperative (Lakeside 
and Grohman Narrows depots), 
Horse Association Central Kootenay 
(Crescent Valley and Ootischenia), 
Balfour Seniors Branch 120 
(Balfour), the Salmo Community 
Memorial Church Association 
(Salmo and Ymir), and Creston 
Lions Club (Creston Car Wash and 
Creston depot). 

The agreements are in place 
from October 1, 2025 to September 
30, 2028, with the possibility of two 
one-year extensions.

RDCK staff will issue a request 
for proposals for other organizations 
to do the same at the Slocan, New 
Denver, Rosebery, Marblehead, 
Crawford Bay, Boswell, Riondel, 
and Yahk facilities. 
Area H South Parks and 
Rec

The RDCK will draft a bylaw 
to create a Recreation and Parks 
Community Advisory Committee 
for Slocan and Area H south.

In 2024, the board discussed 
transitioning recreation service 
commissions into community 
advisory committees (CAC), since 
many commissions were having 
difficulty reaching quorum.

C o m m i s s i o n s  p r o v i d e 
operational oversight and fulfill 
delegated governance functions. 
Membership must include elected 
officials, but community members 
are also involved.

CACs  a re  compr i sed  o f 
community members and are purely 

advisory. They offer feedback to the 
RDCK on the best interests of the 
community.  

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
brought forward the motion. He 
hopes a CAC will allow for more 
community engagement while being 
less formal. 
Passmore Fire Hall 
generator

The Passmore Fire Hall will 
be getting a stand-by generator. 
The board approved disbursing 
$20,000 from Area H’s share of 
the Community Works Fund for 
the $83,000 project. The remaining 
$63,000 will come from fire service 
reserves.

The stand-by generator system 
will provide full-facility backup 
power in the event of prolonged 
power outages.

The Passmore Fire Hall is 
used for training opportunities and 
community events such as FireSmart 
meetings. With the generator – and 
other completed and proposed 
infrastructure and systems upgrades 
– the building could also serve as a 
temporary community shelter during 
an emergency.

Final hookups are anticipated to 
wrap up by the end of the year.
Seniors’ housing in 
Edgewood 

A seniors’ housing complex 
planned for Edgewood is one step 
closer to realization after the board 
approved rezoning a portion of the 
land.

1.2 hectares of the 4.79-hectare 
property will be rezoned from 
suburban residential to multi-
unit residential. The proposed 
development would create 10 units 
of affordable, independent seniors’ 
rental housing.
Leah Main at FCM

The board voted to endorse 
Village of Silverton Director Leah 
Main in applying for assignment to 
the standing committees and forums 
of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM). Her term 
would begin this September and 
run through to the end of June 2027. 
Fire protection service 
addition

Owners of a property in Perry 
Siding submitted a petition to be 
included in the Slocan Valley Fire 
Protection Service Area (Winlaw 
Department). 

Regional fire services reviewed 
the petition and confirmed it could 
provide service. The board gave three 
readings to the bylaw amendment 
that will add the property to the 
service area.  
OCP and land use 
updates

The RDCK is making small 
amendments to OCPs and land use 

bylaws – including the land use 
bylaw for Area D and the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) for Area K 
– to better align them with provincial 
Bill 44.

Bill 44 mandates that all local 
governments in BC permit small-
scale multi-unit housing (SSMUH) 
in residential zones that were 
previously limited to single detached 
or duplex housing.

Updates to align zoning bylaws 
with Bill 44 have already been 
adopted, and now OCPs and land 
use bylaws need updating to align 
with the zoning bylaws. 

Amendments  a re  mos t ly 
concerned with wording. For 
example: ‘dwellings’ is to be 
amended to ‘housing,’ and ‘multi-
family’ to ‘multi-unit.’

T h e  b o a r d  a p p r o v e d  a 
consultation plan to share the 
changes with the public. The plan 
will include a summary in common 
language, engagement with key 
stakeholders, and a video and 
presentation explaining the changes, 
among other methods.
BC Transit agreement 
approved

The board approved the 2025-26 
Annual Operating Agreement with 
BC Transit to continue providing 
public transit services within the 
RDCK. The agreement is effective 
April 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026, and 
outlines the operational, financial, 
and administrative responsibilities 
of the RDCK and BC Transit. 

The agreement includes two 
transit systems (West Kootenay and 
Creston Valley) with four operating 
areas: Kootenay West Para Transit, 
Nelson Conventional, Kootenay 
Boundary Conventional,  and 
Creston Valley Para Transit. 

The shared costs model, defined 
in the BC Transit Act, reduces 
the cost of public transit for local 
governments by cost sharing with 
the Province.

For Kootenay West Para Transit, 
the RDCK pays $1,543,907 of the 
$3,082,683 total.

For Nelson Conventional, the 
RDCK pays $385,575 of $912,531.

For  Kootenay  Boundary 
Conventional, it pays $518,115 of 
$1,117,396.

And for Creston Valley Para 
Transit,  i t  pays $320,426 of 
$569,568.

West Kootenay Transit is a 
partnership between the RDCK, 
the Regional District of Kootenay 
Boundary, and the City of Nelson. It 
services Areas A, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, 
K, and Kaslo, Nakusp, New Denver, 
Silverton, Slocan, Castlegar, Nelson, 
and Salmo.

Creston Valley Transit services 
the town of Creston and defined 
portions of Areas A, B, and C. 
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THE VILLAGE OF 

N A K U S P 
Notice of road closure / 

traffic delay 

There will be traffic delays on 
the Nakusp Hot Springs 

Road on  Sunday, September  
7th between 10 am and 3 pm.
The road will be open with an 

escort through every 20 
minutes. The Nakusp Hot 

Springs remain open. 
The Rocky Mountain Motogiro 

event being held features 
timed trials up Hot Springs 
Road with small vintage 

motorcycles. The event is run 
by the Canadian Vintage 
Motorcycle Group, Rocky 

Mountain Section. 

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

submitted
At the end of 2024, the Kootenay 

Yoga Festival rebranded to become 
the Kootenay Wellness Festival to 
communicate the wide scope of 
offerings the festival hosts beyond 
just yoga. This annual celebration 
of wellness and arts is set against 
the backdrop of the beautiful Slocan 
Valley and, this year, returns for its 
fifth consecutive year from September 
12 to 14. 

The Kootenay Wellness Festival 
is more than just a social gathering; 
it’s a platform for personal growth, 
community connection, and a 
celebration of local talent. Throughout 
the weekend, attendees will have the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in a diverse array of yoga and 
movement classes, self-development 
workshops, educational talks and 
artistic performances. From beginner 
yogis to seasoned practitioners of any 
age, there’s something for everyone to 
explore and enjoy. 

One of the festival’s unique aspects 
is its focus on fostering connections 
between surrounding communities, 
artists, and wellness practitioners. The 
goal is to inspire people to improve 
their own lives through self-care and 
ancestral healing practices, as well 
as to create a circular economy with 
local businesses, practitioners and 
facilitators in the Kootenays. The 
outward ripple of these connections 
helps lay the foundation for healthier 
people, stronger families, and more 
resilient communities. 

Central to the festival’s mission 
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The Kootenay Wellness Festival (formerly Kootenay Yoga Festival) returns to the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre for its fifth consecutive year, September 12-14.

is its commitment to accessibility and 
inclusivity. The Kootenay Wellness 
Festival is the main project of the 
Kootenay Wellness Foundation, a non-
profit organization dedicated to making 
holistic wellness accessible to all 
members of the community. Through 
free resources, low-income services, 
and partnerships with local businesses, 

Kootenay Wellness Festival: Where wellness meets community 
the foundation inspires individuals to 
prioritize their health and well-being. 
As part of fulfilling the foundation’s 
mission, the Kootenay Wellness 
Festival is offering discounted festival 
passes to local community members, 
youth, and elders. Information about 
applying for discounted passes is 
available through the website. 
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Don’t miss the 
44th Annual 

Rosebery 
Regatta!
Labour Day 

Monday, September 
1st, from 11 am 

Zany and fun-filled family 
event for kids of all ages!

Build and float your own sailing vessel or come 
along to cheer on the contenders.

Prizes awarded. Various heats and classes. All 
sizes and (non-polluting) materials welcome.

Bring a snack or lunch, water, and a repair kit for 
your boat.

Park on Rosebery Loop Road and walk north 
down the path to the beach.

Contact wright.audray@gmail.com for more info.

by  Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

ForestryWorksForBC, a non-
profit group of forestry-based 
organizations and companies, is on 
a mission to raise awareness about 
forestry’s critical role in the well-
being of BC’s communities. 

“All  Bri t ish Columbians, 
including government leaders, First 
Nations communities, and citizens 
can take pride in knowing that BC’s 
forests are well-managed and, at the 
same time, generate immense social, 
economic, and environmental benefits 
for everyone,” reads the presentation 
from Ken Kalesnikoff, President and 
CEO of Kalesnikoff Lumber, and 
professional forester Steve Kozuki. 
The pair appeared before the RDCK 
board during its August 21 meeting. 

ForestryWorksForBC represents 
thousands of workers and citizens 
engaged in all aspects of BC’s forestry 
sector. The non-profit is rallying 

ForestryWorksForBC makes another case for forestry
voices, with the hope of working 
with government leaders to ensure the 
industry is sustainable and thriving – 
and to educate the public about why 
they can be proud of BC’s forestry 
industry. 

The pair encouraged the board to 
broach the topic during the upcoming 
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) 
convention this September. 

Kalesnikoff made a similar 
presentation to the board in August 
2024. In November, the board sent 
a letter to the Ministry of Forests 
in support of the campaign, and of 
value-added and community-focused 
forestry.
How forestry works for 
BC

Kozuki said forestry provides 
almost 50,000 direct jobs and 51,000 
additional jobs through support for 
local businesses, totalling more 
than $9 billion in wages, salary, and 
benefits.

The industry also generates about 
$6.6 billion in annual government 
revenues, which support public 
services and essential infrastructure 
like hospitals, highways, and schools.

The forestry industry is governed 
by some of the strictest laws in the 
world, said Kozuki, with regular 
inspections revealing a high rate 
of compliance. These laws ensure 
forests are being properly managed.

Only about a third of forests in BC 
are working forests, he said. The rest 
are in protected or managed areas or 
are not operationally feasible.  

Area F Director Tom Newell 
asked about planting after logging: 
how much is actually replanted? And 
what species?

K o z u k i  s a i d  1 0 0 %  o f 
commercially harvested areas are 
reforested, and the species are chosen 
by prescribing professionals based 
on each unique forest site. Diversity 
is higher in southern BC, with fewer 

species as you go north. 
“It’s a prescribed mix of species 

for biodiversity, and also protection 
from diseases so there are other 
species to fall back on,” he said.

Healthy forests absorb carbon 
dioxide, removing it from the 
atmosphere. Wood used in homes 
and furniture can keep the greenhouse 
gas stored for many years.

Salvaging logs from burned 
areas is another forest management 
strategy. By clearing out burned logs 
and planting new trees, Kozuki said 
forests can regenerate faster. The best 

way to prevent landslides and protect 
drinking water is to reestablish a 
forest as quickly as possible, he said.

Kozuki also spoke to forestry’s 
contributions to bioenergy. Wood 
waste left over from logging and 
wildfire mitigation can be burned to 
generate electricity. His hometown 
of Williams Lake has 20,000 homes, 
and its Northwest Energy facility 
generates enough electricity to 
power 50,000 homes, making it a net 
exporter to the grid. Mercer Celgar 
in Castlegar also burns wood waste 
to generate electricity. 

Lyle Brown-John of Burnaby has been touring BC with his Moosemobile and stopped in at the 
Silverton General Store on August 12. The vehicle is a 1951 Austin panel van from Britain that 

he’s covered with positive messages of peace inspired by the classic rock era. Brown-John was 
profiled last year by CTV News and hopes to eventually cross Canada.
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Proud to bring you the 17th season!

Walk - In - Hours: 11 am - 4 pm. Tues. - Sat. * INFO: 250.265.8888
203 FIFTH AVE. NW. • ESSENTIAL STOP IN NAKUSP

JULY 29 - AUGUST 16: FRANCINE LANOIE

AUGUST 19 - SEPTEMBER 6: DALE BYHRE

SEPTEMBER 9-27: KENTREE SPEIRS

submitted
The public is invited to a pork roast 

dinner at the Slocan Legion Hall on 
August 30, a fundraiser for the Slocan 
and District Technical Rescue Society. 
The event will inform the community 
about the vital services provided by the 
society, as well as raise funds to support 

Slocan and District Technical Rescue Society volunteers. The society is holding a fundraising dinner at the Slocan Legion on August 30.

Pork roast at the Legion to support Technical Rescue Society
them.

The Slocan and District Technical 
Rescue Society formed in 2014, in 
response to a serious vehicle accident 
on Hwy 6 in 2013.

The accident, involving a steep, 
hazardous embankment, revealed a 
critical gap in the community’s 

emergency capabilities. The incident 
made it clear that specialized training 
and equipment were needed to perform 
high-angle rope rescues in roadside 
emergencies. At the same time, the 
community recognized the need for a 
dedicated water rescue service for both 
flat-water and swift-water incidents in 

the Slocan Valley.
Since it formed in 2014, the Slocan 

and District Technical Rescue Society has 
been training and equipping its members 
to carry out roadside rope rescues and 
swift-water rescues throughout the 
valley’s many waterways. The society’s 
mission is to ensure safe, effective 
emergency response when minutes 
matter most.

While members train regularly in 

rope and water rescue techniques, the 
society relies on ongoing fundraising 
and grant applications to maintain its 
operations. These funds allow the society 
to upgrade training, purchase or replace 
certified rescue equipment, and work 
toward acquiring a dedicated watercraft.

To donate door prizes and auction 
items, and to purchase tickets to the 
August 30 pork roast at the Legion, call 
Lynnda at 250-355-2267.

submitted
Pippa Dean-Veerman and Alison 

Beaumont present Regeneration 
August 26-31. Regeneration is a 
site-specific collaboration inspired 
by the 2023 fires in Valhalla 
Wilderness Park. After a year of 
smoke and evacuation, Alison 
and Pippa bring their place-based 
practice to Slocan Lake to listen, 
witness, and respond. Alison, 
originally from West Yorkshire, 
England, and Pippa, raised near 
Lake Ontario, both now live and 
work on unceded Sylix, Sinixt, and 
Ktunaxa territories. Their practices 
explore human and more-than-
human interconnections through 
photography, fibre arts, video, 
sound, and poetry. Collaborating 
since 2020, they foster community 
dialogue on climate, care, and 
collective action. The land is 
speaking – we must listen.

A reception will be held Friday, 
August 29 from 7 to 9 pm with 
musical guest to be announced.

The New Denver Still Life 
Group presents The Persistence 
of Things, featuring paintings and 
drawings by Tsuneko Kokubo, 
Roni Jurgensen, Louise Ducharme, 
Boukje Elzinga and Leanne Fulton. 

This group exhibition displays 
diverse perspectives of a group of 
artists who reimagine the tradition 
of still life through contemporary 
perspectives. Everyday objects, 
organic forms, and ephemeral 
materials are brought into dialogue, 
revealing the quiet poetry of the 
ordinary. The works invite viewers 
to slow down, to notice subtle 
shifts of light and shadow, and 
to reflect on the passage of time. 
By holding space for both beauty 
and impermanence, the exhibition 

What’s on at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery August 26-September 7

suggests that stillness itself can be 
an act of profound attention.

The show runs September 2-7. 
A reception will be held Tuesday, 
September 2, 7-9 pm, with musical 
guest to be announced.

Did you know 2025 is the 
Hidden Garden Gallery’s 25th 
anniversary? The society is 
planning a show and auction to 
raise funds for the gallery at the 
end of September and is seeking 
donations of paintings or drawings 
for the auction of a specific size: 
25 cm x 25 cm (or 10 x 10 inches). 
If you’re interested in creating a 
work of art to donate, the deadline 
to submit a piece is ASAP. Drop-
off for artwork is September 18 

between noon and 3 pm. Visit 
hiddengardengallery.ca for more 
information.

Mark your calendar! The Latin 
Lovers will perform at the gallery 
for the 25th anniversary party 
September 27, 6:30-9 pm. Join the 
party and dance the night away, 
and take home an original from 
the auction. 

The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
located at 112 Slocan Avenue, open 
10 am-3 pm, Tuesday to Sunday. 

Follow @hiddengardengallery 
on Instagram and Facebook 
and visit the gallery’s website 
hiddengardengallery.ca to find out 
more about current and upcoming 
exhibits.

CORRECTION
In our August 14 article, 

‘Silverton’s historic tram tower 
display damaged in windstorm,’ 
we reported that Dave Madden and 
his crew were hired to remove the 
buckets and cable. In fact, Dave 
Sinclair was the contractor.
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delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee times required. 9 holes-$30, 
18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

GALLERIES
Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Abby Wilson, Perry 
Haddock, Bryn Stevenson, Delree Dumont, Francine Lanoie, Dale Byhre, Kentree Speirs. 
Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or 
by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca 
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community gallery 
showcases a different regional artist every week, June 2-September 28. The gallery is open 
Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our 
website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.
Langham Gallery
www.thelangham.ca
info@thelangham.ca
250-353-2661
Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public 
art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-round, gallery hours are Fridays – Mondays 
1 pm – 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 6 pm. Admission by donation.

MUSEUMS
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site – New Denver
250) 358-7288 
nikkeimemorial.ca 
306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment of 
Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original internment 
buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student or senior, $20/family. 
Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.
Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 
sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New Denver 
in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs and fascinating 
artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. In the brick building...
S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 
klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, beautifully 
restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-
2525 for more information.

Nakusp & District Museum
250 265 0015
Nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92 – 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp, BC
The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the Centennial Building, below 
the Library. With over 5000 artifacts, the Museum is an interesting way to spend 
some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our beautiful Village. 
Open Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. 
The Hours are W, Th, F. 11-3 and Sat 10-2.
Adults $5.00, children 16 and under Free, 
Yearly Membership $20.00

THINGS TO DO
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755
vpo.ca
Visit The Original VPO Store. Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling 
(Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and 
New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925
kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures – clothing, gear, 
accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard – tours, rentals and lessons. Think 
outside…no box required.
Continued on next page

Fauquier & District Golf Club – Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier fauquiergolfclub@hotmail.com 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 1 min from 
Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. Great 
for families! 9 holes - $30 18 holes - $45. Power/hand carts and clubs available 
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.
William Hunter Cabins
250-358-2647 
williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink, 
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.
Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 
karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail 
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic. 
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.
Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo
kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com • 250-353-7714
Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible 
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar. 
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio 
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting 
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.
Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs
250-353-7717 
1-877-353-7717 
woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com 
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.
JB’s Restaurant and Pub – Kaslo
250-353-7716
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous 
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

Slocan City Hotel 
1-877-756-2262
booking@slocancityhotel.ca 
www.slocancityhotel.ca 
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC
Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a 
hidden gem. The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic 
building, featuring five unique rooms, including one wheelchair accessible room. 
The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill restaurant and music venue.
The Lobby Grill
1-888-366-3420
thelobby.live
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC
The Lobby Grill brings you delicious dishes from our signature loaded burger to 
the classic flavours of British-style fish and chips, and breakfast favourites. It is 
also a lively music venue, hosting national, local, and international talent. Open 
daily at Slocan City Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 
1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com 
info@nakusp.com
Facebook logo
Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled 
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh 
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside. 
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. 
Open year-round.
Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171 
250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online 
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes 
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the 
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yaqan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES
Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408
info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. Open 7 days 
a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45. 
Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; 
Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.
Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
www.golfvalleyview.ca
250-226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate tees for the 
back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse restaurant serves 

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community 
Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the 
Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 
overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.
Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 
18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use 
area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, 
first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and 
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake 
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well 
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites 
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan 
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, 
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver

250-358-2316     
NewDenver.ca     
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1 – Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at $25 / night. 6 sites have water & 
30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside 
location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat launch, and reflection garden. Pets on 
a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground.

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton

250-358-2472
silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside campground 
has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. 
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book 
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan

250-355-2266 
campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately off of 
Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheel-
chair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal 
Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 
info@lemoncreekcampground.ca 
lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-
amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 
min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo

250-353-2662
www.kaslo.ca
kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. Sites 
include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great downtown 
location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, shopping and 
trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717
1-877-353-7717
Woodburyresort.com
Woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins, 
RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat 
moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside 
your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed 
Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, 
wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a 
fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Valhalla Inn – New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz 
info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant 
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. 

VISITOR INFO

 Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek Museum.
lvhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. 
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history 
of ‘the Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the 
museum collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and 
places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. 
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Smiling Otter 
Canoe & Kayak Rentals
Slocan BC
250-505-8020
info@nwmexperience.com
www.smilingotter.com
Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe or touring kayak.  All safety equipment provided. Single & 
multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rent-
als.  Locally made quality boats from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.  
Jones Boys Boats
Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com
rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287
We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet 
includes bow riders, pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water toys. Full, half or multiple 
days. Flexible rental times, competitive rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Visitor Information (continued from facing page)

KASLO & AREA D

THINGS TO DO

by Jan McMurray
Alejandro Calderon was found 

guilty of all four charges against him 
in the Kaslo Home Hardware arson 
incident of December 5, 2022.

In Nelson Supreme Court 
on August 21, Justice Lindsay 
Lyster convicted Calderon of arson 
(two counts, but he was granted 
a conditional stay on the second 
count), break and enter (one count), 
and mischief causing more than 
$5,000 worth of damage (one count). 
The date of the sentencing hearing 
has not yet been set.

Justice Lyster noted that there 
was “little dispute” about what 
happened at the store the day of the 
arson. There were just two things 
that Calderon’s defence lawyer, Jay 
Michi, said the Crown prosecutor 
did not prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt: whether or not Calderon 
knew there were people in the 
store at the time; and whether or 
not Calderon did more than $5,000 
worth of damage.

Justice Lyster explained that 
Calderon was charged with two 
counts of arson. The first count 
includes a disregard for human 
life, so is the more serious charge, 
with a maximum penalty of life 
imprisonment. The second, lesser 
arson charge carries a penalty of up 
to 14 years.

Justice Lyster found that 
Calderon was aware there was a real 
risk that the store would be occupied, 
as he was familiar with the store 
and the store’s hours, which were 
posted on the door. Therefore, she 
found him guilty of the first, more 
serious count of arson – as well as 
the second, lesser charge.

Justice Lyster noted that 
Calderon testified on his own behalf, 
and claimed in his testimony that he 
was so intoxicated at the time of the 
incident that he lacked the capacity 
to know whether anyone was in the 
store. 

“I find Mr. Calderon has 
exaggerated the extent to which 
he was impaired,” Justice Lyster 
said, noting that the people who 
encountered Calderon before, during 
and after the incident did not notice 
any behaviour that would indicate 
he was impaired. She pointed out 
that Calderon had a high tolerance 
for alcohol at the time, and that 
the police officer who found him 
walking home after the incident 
reported that his footprints in the 
snow were in a straight line.

Justice Lyster also found that 
Calderon “easily” did more than 
$5,000 worth of damage, even 
though the Crown didn’t submit 
documentation on this. She said Rick 
Hewat, store manager, testified that 
the door and fir flooring had to be 
replaced, walls had to be repainted, 

Suspect convicted in Kaslo Home Hardware arson incident
and an estimated $60,000 worth of 
merchandise was destroyed. The 
store was closed for about a month 
for remediation.

Next court date to address 
Calderon’s living arrangements

This case will be back in court 
on September 22 at 2 pm, when there 
will be a bail review hearing, and a 
date will be set for the sentencing 
hearing.

The bai l  review hearing 
will address Calderon’s living 
arrangements. Calderon was 
released on bail in February 2023 
on the condition that he attend a 
residential treatment centre. He 
has since lived in three different 
recovery centres in Surrey. His 
lawyer, Jay Michi, pointed out that 
Calderon has now been sober for 
almost three years, and does not 
need to live in a recovery centre any 
longer. He asked if Calderon could 
try to find a rental in the Nelson/
Slocan Valley area, while heeding 
the condition that he cannot be 
within 50 kilometres of Kaslo.

Although Justice Lyster agreed 
that Calderon doesn’t need to 
live in a recovery centre at this 
point, she said he “needs to have 
some stability in his life, given his 
conviction list.” She pointed out that 
Calderon has a “fairly significant 
record of crimes and violence,” 
including assault, uttering threats 
and mischief. She asked Michi 
to come back on September 22 
with more information, including 
a better plan for alternate living 
arrangements for Calderon, and with 
evidence of the programming he has 
taken at the recovery centres.

Justice Lyster also ordered a pre-
sentence report with a psychological 
component.

Home Hardware incident
Justice Lyster outlined the events 

of December 5, 2022 based on her 
findings from the evidence she heard 
during the trial. 

Calderon went to the Home 
Hardware in the morning and was 
refused service. This was because 
one of the then female employees, 
Fawn Geche, was uncomfortable 
with Calderon. She had made an 
agreement with then male store 
manager, Rick Hewat, that he would 
always serve Calderon when he 
came in. On December 5, 2022, 
Hewat was not working, so Geche 
told Calderon to come back the next 
day when Hewat would be there. 

Calderon, unaware of this 
agreement and feeling mistreated, 
called the RCMP from just outside 
the store to make a complaint about 
the refusal of service. Kaslo’s 
Corporal Venema attended. When 
he told Calderon that Geche was 
breaking no laws by refusing him 
service, Calderon became very 

angry and spoke negatively of the 
two female employees at the store. 
He then went to the liquor store, 
let everyone there know what had 
happened, and bought two four-
packs of Strongbow cider and a 
26-ounce bottle of Fireball whiskey. 
At this point in his life, he told the 
court he was regularly drinking one-
and-a-half to two 40-ounce bottles of 
hard liquor per day.

Calderon started walking to 
his home in Shutty Bench, and on 
the way, he drank the alcohol he 
had bought at the liquor store. He 

testified that he stopped at a friend’s 
house and drank some of her alcohol, 
even though she wasn’t at home. 

When he got home, he testified 
he found more alcohol to drink. Then 
he picked up a 10-litre jerry can full 
of gasoline that he keeps at home 
for his generator, and a hatchet, and 
started walking back to Kaslo.

Just after Home Hardware staff 
had locked the door and started 
closing procedures, there was a loud 
banging at the door. Calderon broke 
the glass in the bottom of the door, 
stuffed the jerry can inside and lit 

it on fire.
The two Home Hardware 

employees and one friend who was 
there fled out the back door, got into 
one of the employee’s cars, and went 
to the RCMP station. A passerby 
saw Calderon in the act, managed 
to get the hatchet away from him, 
and went to the Kaslo Hotel to find 
fire extinguishers. Two men from the 
hotel arrived with extinguishers and 
extinguished the fire.

Constable Wilson from the Kaslo 
RCMP detachment found Calderon 
walking home, and arrested him.

by Moe Lyons
At first glance, Joe Karthein 

might seem an unlikely advocate 
for radical change in the forestry 
industry. Joe works in the bush, 
is an avid outdoorsman, is soft-
spoken, unassuming and personable. 
He does not come armed with 
dazzling academic credentials. Yet 
he may be one of the most credible 
spokespersons for responsible 
forestry in the West Kootenay, and 
his voice is being heard all the way 
to Victoria.

Karthein spearheads a locally 
based conservation organization 
called Save What’s Left Conservation 
Society. From the society’s website: 
“Save What’s  Lef t  bel ieves 
forestry reform must start with the 
government’s own timber extraction 
agency, BC Timber Sales. BCTS is 
responsible for more unsustainable 
logging of primary forest and more 
logging in community watersheds 
than any corporate entity.”

Save What’s Left has recently 
published an in-depth critique of 
BC Timber Sales, entitled, ‘Public 
Forests, Public Trust: Reforming BC 
Timber Sales in a Time of Economic 
Urgency.’ 

The paper concludes: “The 
government must end old-growth 
logging on BCTS-managed and 
other Crown lands and mandate 
that BCTS operate under a genuine 
public-interest framework—one that 
places ecological integrity, climate 
resilience, and Indigenous rights on 
at least equal footing with timber 
volume targets. Any future iteration 
of BCTS must prioritize job creation, 
support Canadian-owned small and 
medium-sized businesses, and be 
a part of a broader restructuring of 
forest tenures across the province.”

Karthein has submitted the 
discussion paper to the BCTS Review 
Task Force – the team that is leading 
the review of BCTS launched earlier 
this year by the BC government 
– as well as the new Provincial 
Forest Advisory Council, Minister of 
Forests, MLA Brittny Anderson and 
Premier David Eby.

The discussion paper outlines 24 

Save What’s Left publishes roadmap for reforming BC Timber Sales 
reasons why BCTS must be reformed 
or dismantled, and includes 27 actions 
that are required for BCTS reform. 
The reasons and actions are divided 
into four sections: governance failures 
and breaches of trust; environmental 
mismanagement; structural and 
policy-driven considerations; and 
socio-economic and community 
impact.

Each of the 24 reasons is discussed 
in detail, with examples, photographs 
and other documentation. 

The paper’s executive summary 
states: “This paper lays out 24 critical 
issues with BCTS governance, 
operations, and policy alignment, 
based on input from forestry 
professionals, field verification of 
active and proposed cutblocks, 
and discussions with workers and 
communities on the ground. It makes 
the case that reforming BCTS is not 
only a legal and ethical imperative—
it’s also the most practical starting 
point for meaningful change in BC 
forestry.”

This 52-page discussion paper is 

accessible to the average reader, and 
has a passionate foreword by David 
Suzuki. The paper is available at 
savewhatsleft.ca. Paper copies can 
be purchased for $20 plus mailing 
costs by emailing savewhatsleft@
proton.me

CORRECTION
A caption for one of the photos of 

the Slocan Summer Showcase event 
in our August 14 issue had the artist’s 
name wrong. The artist’s name is 
Christa Didham, not Christa Dawn.

CORRECTION
We were very embarrassed to 

discover that one of our headlines 
In our August 14 issue was missing 
the last word. The correct headline: 
‘Local resident takes the Great Cycle 
Challenge to fight kids’ cancer.’
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submitted
Over 400 visitors attended the 

Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild’s 
inaugural exhibit during the 
Columbia Basin Culture Tour, 
August 9 and 10. The exhibit was 
held at the Nakusp arena auditorium, 
and was “a remarkable success,” 
according to Karen Coon, secretary/
treasurer of the ALFA Guild.

Coon said many of the 400 
visitors engaged in thoughtful, 
in-depth conversations with artists 
about their work and process. 

“Several artists were exhibiting 
for the first time and were deeply 
moved by the experience, sharing 
how it inspired them to continue their 
creative journeys,” Coon said.

Feedback was overwhelmingly 
positive, Coon said, especially 
around the exceptional quality of art 
showcased in a town of just 1,600. 
“This really reinforces the vibrant 

ALFA Guild’s Culture Tour exhibit a “remarkable 
success”

talent and creative spirit of our 
community.”

The ALFA Guild is nearing 
90% completion of its new gallery 
renovation project. “We’re excited 
to soon offer a permanent creative 
space that will serve and inspire the 
Arrow Lakes region for years to 
come,” said Donna Mair, president 
of the ALFA Guild.

The ALFA Guild extends 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
made the recent exhibit such a 
success, especially the more than 20 
participating artists, the dedicated 

volunteers who helped from setup 
to takedown, and to Royal LePage 
Selkirk Realty for their generous 
support with brochure printing. 
Thanks also go to the many local 
businesses who displayed posters 
for the exhibit and to the RDCK for 
their support through a Community 
Development Grant.

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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T L H A N D Y M A N  S E RV I C E S : 
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing, 
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and 
large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email: 
fantastichome@gmail.com
FOR INFORMATION ON reverse 
mortgages available in your area, 
please contact: Bob Urbanovitch, 
Mortgage Broker, BCFSA, MB600367, 
Reverse Mortgage Pros Inc bob@
reversemortgagepros.ca, 250-487-8170.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing, 
alterations, repairs. Including: denim, 
leather, canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call: 
250-229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. 
Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior. 
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-
3415 or 250-353-7128.

LOOKING FOR SHORT-TERM 
RENTAL: Retired professional couple 
from Saskatchewan, with family in New 
Denver. Looking for short-term rental 
sometime in January to March, July/August. 
Contact dharder@sasktel.net.
RELIABLE HEALTHY PENSIONER wants a 
private, quiet, cozy place to live in Nakusp, New 
Denver or Silverton. Please txt 236-992-8523.

from UMO. Winlaw (will travel). 250-
226-7322 or hawksbee56810@gmail.com.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA 
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional 
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can 
help. For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894; 
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp, 
778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including 
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you 
can receive free, confidential support by 
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence 
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to 
your local emergency room for confidential 
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based 
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).
STRAWBERRIES - U-PICK, large berries, 
grown without pesticides, $5/lb. Treesco 250-
226-7334. 7030 Powell Rd. between Winlaw 
and Slocan. 9-5 Tues-Fri, 10-5 Sat.

MARGO McLEAN: It is sad to announce that 
Marguerite (Margo) Ellen McLean passed away 
peacefully July 29, 2025 at the Kootenay Lake 
Hospital, Nelson, at the age of 80 years. She was 
survived by her sister. Margo was a long-time 
resident of Abbey Manor, Kaslo, and there will 
be no formal funeral. May she rest in peace.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 W 
Broadway St. 250-265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old 
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. Contact 
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

IN LOVING MEMORY of our dear 
husband, father, grandfather and great 
grandfather Ted, who passed away August 30.
If roses grow in heaven
Lord, please put a bunch for me
Place them in my loved one’s arms
And tell him they are from me.
Because remembering him is easy
I do it every day
But there’s something in my heart
That will never go away.
-Love Isabel, Rod, Rick, Ken, Kathy, Barb, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

VIOLIN/FIDDLE LESSONS: Nancy 
Hawksbee, Bachelor of Music Education 

JOIN US at New Denver’s Hidden Garden 
Gallery, supporting emerging and established 
local artists. Pippa Dean-Veerman and Alison 
Beaumont present Regeneration August 26-31, 
reception Friday, August 29 from 7 to 9 pm 
with musical guest to be announced. The New 
Denver Still Life group present The Persistence 
of Things September 2-7, reception Tuesday, 
September 2, 7-9 pm with musical guest to 
be announced. The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
located at 112 Slocan Avenue, open 10 am-3 
pm, Tuesday to Sunday. For more information, 
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
SAVE THE DATE: The Final Café, 
September 18, 2025, Silverton Memorial 
Hall. Meet the potential partners in the Final 
Café. Drop in during the Open House 1-3 
pm. At 6:30 pm, come for entertainment, 
food and preparations for the Final Café. 
Sponsored by New Denver Hospice Society. 
SENIORS SOCIAL - Coffee’s on!!! 
Slocan Park Community Hall. Tuesdays 10 
am-noon. September 9, 16.
OUTDOOR ART SHOW: September 
14, Winlaw Nature Park, 10 am-3 pm. 
Join us on the beautiful Slocan River for a 
collaborative Art Show featuring a group of 
talented local artists.

EXPERIENCED TUTOR: Math Grade 
4-8, Calculus, Physics. Individualized 
lessons taught on-line. Text/phone Ahmet 
1-778-899-5515.

COZY RIVERSIDE CABIN on half-acre 
in Appledale. Ideal for a couple looking to 
create gardens, grow food. Reasonable rent + 
some work trade. Available end of September. 
Email: earthwisdom@columbiawireless.ca.
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-winning, 
hand-stretched artisan pizza. 250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only $20. 
e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@gmail.
com with contact info, or mail $20 cheque 
to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

ENCOUNTERED UFOS OR ALIENS 
while awake? What about while dreaming? 
You’re not alone! Share your story and support 
our research at DSETI.org/report-dream.

THANK YOU to everyone who supported 
the fundraising events for the Pavilion 
Memorial gardens. Both events were very 
successful.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in New 
Denver every Friday from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
Our well-established gem of a market is in the 
heart of the village under the shade of beautiful 
maple trees. We offer a bounty of local produce, 
food products, flowers, herbs and artisan 
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly vendor 
updates - Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET: Local 
artisans and farmers, live music, kids zone, great 
food. Every Saturday in June, July, and August. 
10am - 2pm. Expo Park, Village of Slocan. 
Everyone Welcome. @slocansaturdaymarket
KASLO RACQUET CLUB AGM – 
September 3, 6:30 pm at the Kaslo Curling 
Club. Please try and attend.
CRESCENT BAY GARAGE SALE: 341 
Donellys Rd., Nakusp. September 7, 2025, 
9 am-3 pm.

CLASSIFIED ADS

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

EDUCATION

HOSPICE

CARD OF THANKS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

HELP WANTED

IN MEMORIAM

NOTICES

MUSIC LESSONS

WANTED

PETS

SERVICES

OBITUARY

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990 
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount. 
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128
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The funding aims to boost 
emergency management capacities in 
Basin communities to improve public 
safety during emergencies and natural 
disasters. For local governments with 
populations less than 2,000, it offers 
100% funding up to $60,000 for 
eligible projects. 

The Village will identify a specific 
project and apply for funding if the 
expression of interest is approved. 

Asset management
The Village will apply to the 

UBCM Strategic Priorities Fund, 
under the Capacity Building Stream, 
for asset management planning.

The grant also provides funding for 
long-term infrastructure planning and 
integrated community sustainability 
planning.

COMMUNITY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$50

Send cheque to Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

REAL ESTATE

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 

Valley Voice.
PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
10:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience 
at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca • (250)225-7241 

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Summer Hours:
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday – 10:30 - 3:00
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

GIFTS

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Councillor Danika Hammond is 
passing the torch to the Slocan Valley 
Chamber of Commerce to take over 
management of the New Denver and 
Area Community Calendar.

Hammond said the process will 
remain relatively the same, but those 
interested in adding an event to the 
calendar should now contact info@
slocanvalleychamber.com.

In  2026 ,  ind iv idua ls  and 
organizations wishing to include an 
event will need to become Chamber 
members. Individual and non-profit 
organization memberships are $35 per 
year, and business memberships are 
$60. Visit slocanvalleychamber.com/
membership-form to sign up. 

New Denver council, August 12: Chamber of Commerce to take on community calendar
REEPS request
Red Mountain Road and Enterprise 

Creek Emergency Preparedness 
Society (REEPS) was granted use of 
Knox Hall September 19-21 to run 
S100 and S185 training courses. 

These courses teach basic fire 
suppression and safety, and fire 
entrapment avoidance. Interested Red 
Mountain Road and Enterprise Creek 
residents may participate.

Knox Hall rental rates for three 
days total $330. The Village will offer 
an in-kind contribution of $250 to help 
with the fee.

REEPS was  formed by  a 
group of residents in response to 
the 2024 Slocan Lake Complex 
wildfires. Their goal is to support and 
strengthen community safety through 

preparedness, prevention, response, 
and recovery.

Cemetery gophers
The Village received a letter from 

a New Denver resident regarding the 
ground squirrels in the cemetery.

The resident expressed concern 
about the number of holes, many in 
occupied plots.

Planner Jess Rayner said the 
Public Works crew has been working 
at the problem, with success in the 
lower cemetery through live trapping, 
natural deterrents, and filling holes. 
However, the crew is limited to Village 
land and cannot deal with ground 
squirrels on adjacent private property. 

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  A d v i s o r y 
Committee

The Village is looking for an 

individual to join the Sustainability 
Advisory Committee, to replace a 
member who has resigned. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m a k e s 
recommendations to council regarding 
climate action initiatives, and the 
Village’s transition to 100% renewable 
energy sources by 2050. Members 
take on an ambassador role in the 
community, and support all decisions 
made by council and the committee. 

Current  members  inc lude 
Councillor Danika Hammond, and 
citizens Chris Brower, Paul Craig, and 
Jason Hartley. 

Community readiness 
The Village will prepare an 

expression of interest for the Columbia 
Basin Trust Community Readiness 
Program. 

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical Instruments 
• Vintage Vinyl Records • New Vinyl Records • 
Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Ski Doo, Sea Doo
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

Business Classifieds start 
at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

SCRAP METAL 
RECYCLING
serving Nakusp 
to Silverton to 

Edgewood
WILL PAY for your COPPER, 

ALUMINUM, BRASS
Call/text Sun.-Thurs.
for pick-up 250-265-

7056

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

September 5, 
2025

submitted by RCMP
Two pedestrians suffered injuries as a 

result of an alleged hit and run in Nakusp 
on August 19.

The suspect turned himself in to the 
police two days after the incident, and 
was arrested.

On August 19 at 11:59 pm, the Nakusp 
RCMP were called to a pedestrian-
involved motor vehicle incident where the 
vehicle apparently fled the scene. Police 
attended and found a man suffering from 
serious life-altering injuries and a woman 
with minor injuries. Both pedestrians were 

Suspect arrested in serious injury hit and run in Nakusp
transported to hospital for further medical 
treatment.

Through the course of the investigation, 
police were able to identify a suspect and 
associated vehicle, said Staff Sergeant Kris 
Clark of the BC RCMP. Later that night, 
investigators located the suspect vehicle, 
which had been abandoned, and seized it 
for further examination.

On August 21, the suspect involved 
in this investigation turned himself in to 
the police. The investigation is ongoing.

The Nakusp RCMP would like to 
thank the members of the public for their 

assistance.
Anyone who has information, CCTV 

or dash cam video of the incident who 
has yet to speak with police are urged to 

contact the Nakusp RCMP at 250-265-
3677.

submitted
On August 11, with help from the 

public, Nakusp RCMP arrested a suspect 
in a reported break and enter in Crescent 
Valley on August 10. The RCMP reports 
that the female suspect was released with 
a future court date, and officers continue 
to investigate other incidents in the valley 
that may be related.

The female was picked up after a 
suspicious red Ford pickup failed to stop 

Arrest made in relation to Crescent Valley break and enter
for police south of Silverton on August 
10. Further investigation suggested 
the pickup and its occupants may be 
connected to the break and enter reported 
earlier that morning in Crescent Valley. 
Images from that incident were shared 
widely on social media. On August 11, a 
local resident recognized the pickup and 
driver and called it in to police.

As a result of that tip, Nakusp RCMP 
located the pickup and arrested the female 

driver without incident in Nakusp.
The RCMP press release on this 

incident says Nakusp and Slocan Lake 
RCMP remain committed to reducing 
property crime and thank community 
members whose information led to this 
arrest.

Anyone with information related to 
these investigations is asked to contact 
the Nakusp RCMP or the Slocan Lake 
RCMP.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village has retained WSA 
Engineering to complete a structural 
assessment of the Silverton Gallery 
building.

The proposed cost is $10,500, 
with $9,000 coming from the Growing 
Communities Fund. 

Silverton council, August 13: Contractor retained for Silverton Gallery structural assessment
WSA will focus on visible damage 

and deterioration of the roof, floor 
beams and joists, exterior and interior 
walls and features, the foundation, and 
external grading. WSA will partner 
with Shermco Industries to also provide 
an electrical assessment. 

An understanding of the current 
condition of the building will inform 

future planning and any major 
renovations. 

WSA completed an assessment of 
the building in 2011. 
Silverton Creek Road sign

The Silverton Community Club 
will fund the replacement of the 
Silverton Creek Road interpretive sign, 
located on 5th Street at the start of the 

road (Four Mile Creek Road on most 
maps), near the pumphouse.

The new aluminium sign will 
cost $630 plus taxes and freight, to be 
funded by the club and installed by 
Public Works. 

The sign displays a summary of 
local mining history, and directions to 
the Wakefield Trail. The wording of the 
sign will remain the same.  

Since it’s located on municipal 
land, the sign will become the property 
and responsibility of the Village.
Household hazardous 
waste collection

The RDCK will host the annual 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
collection event in Silverton on 
September 14, from 11 am to 2 pm. The 
event will take place in the open area 
between the Village office and Public 
Works shop, as it has in years prior.

Counc i l  approved  a  $150 
Temporary Licence of Occupation for 
the RDCK to use the municipal land 
for the event.

Access to the composting bins will 
not be restricted.
Bench placement request

Council approved a request to place 
a bench near the end of Hume Lane and 
2nd Street, on municipal land. 

The proposed wooden bench will 
be 38.5 inches tall and 66 inches long, 
with a small plaque affixed. Public 
works staff will work with the donors to 
determine an acceptable exact location. 

Council will discuss an updated 
memorial bench policy during its next 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 
Truck purchase

The Village will purchase a new 
multi-purpose truck from Rollins 
Machinery, for a cost not to exceed 
$283,930 plus taxes and fees to be 
paid from the Canada Community 
Building fund.

The new truck comes with three 
attachments: a side-loading garbage 
collector, a flat deck, and a sander. The 
Village’s existing plow should be able 

to be retrofitted to the new truck.
It will likely take a year before the 

Village will receive the truck due to 
manufacturing times and supply chains, 
said CAO Catherine Allaway. 
FireSmart funding

The Village will apply for a 
FireSmart grant of $200,000 per year, 
for two years. 

Funds will go towards developing 
a Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan 
for the municipality and surrounding 
portion of Area H, and towards 
FireSmart activities and programs.
Temporary office closure

The Village office will be closed 
on September 11 so staff can attend 
workshops in Castlegar. 

The  Mun ic ipa l  I n su rance 
Association of BC (MIABC) is 
offering free workshops for Village 
staff on insurance coverage, claims, and 
frequently asked questions.

MIABC is also offering an on-site 
loss control inspection workshop for 
Public Works staff on September 10 
in Castlegar. If schedules permit, the 
crew will attend. 

MIABC provides liability and 
property insurance coverage for the 
Village.
COTW recommendations

C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
recommendations made during the 
August 6 Committee of the Whole 
meeting regarding RDCK services:

That the Village advises the 
RDCK that if all municipalities are 
not participating in the Community 
Sustainability service, that the Village 
is planning to withdraw from the 
service; That the Village requests that 
the RDCK adjust fees for the Rosebery 
Transfer Station so that volume-based 
disposal costs more closely match 
weight-based disposal costs charged 
at other transfer stations;

That the Village requests that 
financial support for the arena and the 
Silverton Gallery be provided through 
RDCK taxation. 
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NEW DENVER GLACIER 
PHOTOS WANTED 

to see the change over the 
years. 

We’re working on an 
article!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca or 
1-833-501-1700.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK board received 
a report on the 2023 Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) Inventory at its 
August meeting. 

The study was conducted 
to measure corporate and 
community emissions to 
understand local carbon 
pollution trends and pathways 
for action, said Paris Marshall 
Smith in her staff report. 

The RDCK has committed 
to reducing emissions by 50% 
by 2030, and by 100% by 2050. 
Overall, emissions declined 
6% from 2018 to 2021, but 
increased 9% from 2021 to 
2023 – a net 2% increase.

The study found that 
transportation is the largest 
and fastest-growing source 
of emissions, mostly from 
personal vehicle use. From 
2021 to 2023, transportation 
emissions increased by 38%. 

Resident ia l  bui ld ing 
emissions decreased by 
37% from 2021 to 2023. 
Commercial and institutional 
buildings decreased by 33%. 
These declines are attributed 
to retrofits, fuel switching, and 
lower heating demand due to 
warmer weather. 

Waste emissions decreased 
by 25% from 2018 to 2021, 
and 58% from 2021 to 2023. 
These reductions are due 
to expanded organic waste 
diversion programs.

In 2023, the region’s 
total community emissions 
equalled 666,048 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide. Looking only 
at unincorporated electoral 
areas, emissions were 219,124 
tonnes of CO2. 

Corporate  emiss ions 
totalled 1,742 tonnes of CO2. 
This includes emissions from 
RDCK-owned and operated 
assets such as facilities, fleet, 
and contracted services. 

Emissions Reduction 
Pathway Study

A study outlining ways 
to reduce emissions at the 
RDCK’s corporate facilites 
was presented to the RDCK 
board at its July meeting.

Senior Energy Specialist 
Sayena Singla shared the 
results of the Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Emissions Reduction 
Pathway Study, completed by 
Building Energy Solutions Ltd. 

T h e  s t u d y  o u t l i n e s 
a strategic and data-driven 
approach to reducing GHG 
emissions in the RDCK’s 
corporate facilities. It offers 
the RDCK various pathways 

RDCK receives greenhouse gas inventory for 2023
to achieve its net-zero energy 
consumption goals – a 50% 
reduction in GHG emissions 
by 2030, and 100% by 2050. 

ASHRAE Level 2 Energy 
Audits were conducted on 22 
RDCK-owned facilities to 
identify energy conservation 

measures (ECMs). From there, 
archetype models were created 
to extrapolate ECMs for 61 
other buildings. 

The study found that, 
based on 2023 utility data, the 
RDCK’s corporate operations 
generated 1,537 tonnes of CO2 
emissions. Recommendations 
in the study could reduce 
annual emissions by 105 to 
110 tonnes.

The study identifies three 
implementation scenarios. 
Though staff recommends 
Pathway 1 because it aligns 
with the RDCK’s net-zero 
consumption targets, it involves 
a high capital investment 
of $16.2 million, with costs 
spread out through the years 
until 2050.

While not delivering full 
net-zero outcomes, Pathway 
2 offers a more phased and 
practical approach at a cost of 
$12.9 million.

Pathway 3 was determined 

to be unfeasible due to the 
intensity of the upgrades and 
condensed investment period. 

Some facilities that are 
ready for retrofits include 
Arrow Creek Water Treatment 
Plant, the volunteer fire halls in 
Robson, Tarrys, Blewett, and 
Balfour, and small recreation 
centres like the Salmo Pool and 
Riondel Community Centre. 
Several may be eligible for 
grant funding, but projects will 
still require partial or majority 
contributions from the RDCK.

The study was funded 
by a $200,000 grant from 
the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) – Green 
Municipal Fund for GHG 
Emissions Reduction Pathway 
Feasibility Study. The RDCK 
also contributed $50,000 from 
various services. 

Bonnie Greensword (far left) and Dawn Lindstein (far right) of the Slocan Community Health Care Auxiliary and Laura 
Katchen, New Denver KSCU branch manager. KSCU put on the first annual Slocan Lake Golf Club String Tournament, 

with all proceeds going towards the auxiliary’s fundraising for an ultrasound.

submitted
Elk Root Conservation 

will be hosting an open house 
at its farm in Vallican on 
September 6, 2025. This event 
is being hosted to celebrate the 
opening of the Spirit Canoe Art 
Exhibit in the ERC Native Plant 
Educational Demonstration 
Garden. The Spirit Canoe was 
created by Indigenous artist 
Dr. Shawn Brigman, owner 
of Salishan Sturgeon Nose 
Canoes.

Exhibit construction began 
in April and has been in progress 
throughout the summer. The 
Spirit Canoe has been hand-

Spirit Canoe open house at Elk Root
made by Dr. Brigman from 
live plant materials, such as 
Red Osier Dogwood. It will be 
displayed in ERC’s Native Plant 
Educational Demonstration 
Garden and over time will be 
surrounded by beautiful native 
plants and form part of the 
landscape.

This event will be an 
opportunity for community 
members to visit  ERC’s 
demonstrat ion farm and 
experience the art exhibit for 
themselves. Along with the 
Spirit Canoe, display, there 
will be food vendors, certified 
organic vegetables and fruit 

for sale grown from ERC’s 
market garden, local artisans, 
and guided tours of the farm 
by donation.

Entry to this event will be 
free of charge, to ensure that it 
is accessible to all community 
members.

Elk Root Conservation will be hosting an open house at its farm in Vallican on September 
6, 2025. The Spirit Canoe was created by Indigenous artist Dr. Shawn Brigman..
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

COMMUNITY

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love 
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being  

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments 
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC 

Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC  
To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call 

www.karinagregory.ca

Slocan History Series
Get your windows on the past

of Slocan Valley’s vibrant history

Collect all 9 booklets at only $10 each
Available at local outlets:

• Raven’s Nest, New Denver
•New Denver Visitor Centre/Museum

• Silverton Building Supplies
• Sandon Museum

• New Denver Pharmacy
• Otter Books

• Nelson Visitor Centre
For More Information:
slocanstoryseries.ca

Boom Days 
in the Slocan

Joseph Colebrook Harris
with a Preface by Cole Harris

submitted
The Omughisa Rwenzori 

Community Development Society, 
based in Nakusp and headed by 
Nakusp residents Karen and Dave 
McMillan, has finished a major 
bridge building project in Uganda. 

The project involved several 
months of planning and fundraising. 
It finally commenced on June 25 
near the small village of Kyarumba 
(cha-rumba) and was completed on 
August 1. 

The bridge is located over a small 
river which floods during the rainy 
season every year. Several of the 
many small bridges are washed out, 

A project of the Nakusp-based Omughisa Rwenzori Community Development Society, this bridge was built in five weeks using only hand labour 
near the village of Kyarumba in Uganda. 

Local charity completes bridge building project in Africa
making travel in this area difficult 
and perilous, often resulting in injury 
and loss of life. Most of these small 
bridges can only accommodate 
foot traffic. At best, some are large 
enough to carry a motorbike. This 
bridge will safely carry all traffic. In 
fact, the first vehicle across the new 
bridge was a dump truck laying a 
gravel surface. The new bridge will 
open up the area so that the people 
there can travel safely to schools, 
markets, churches, businesses, sports 
activities, etc.

There will be a grand opening of 
the bridge in early October and Karen 
McMillan has been asked by the 

village to attend. She will leave at the 
end of September for two weeks to 

take part in the opening celebrations. 
She will report back to the Valley 

Voice upon her return so watch for 
updates in upcoming issues.


