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Lily Nay to double the distance in 2025 Charity Swim

by Cassandra Morrison

Kaslo’s own ‘Lily of the Lake,
15-year-old Lily Nay, is back in the
water this summer for a much loved
summer tradition, and this time,
she’s pushing herself further than
ever. On Friday, August 29 at 11
am, Lily will swim across Kootenay
Lake and back from Schroeder Creek
Resort, covering an impressive 3.7
kilometres — and she hopes you will
be there to watch.

This will be the fourth time Lily
has taken on Kootenay Lake, full
of determination and smiles. Her
fundraising goal for 2025 is $5,000
and she’s inviting everyone to help
her make a splash for a cause close
to her heart. Proudly sponsored by
Schroeder Creek Resort and Hartech
Automotive, funds raised by Lily will
go toward programs and activities
that benefit neurodiverse children
in Kaslo and the surrounding area.

With every big swim, Lily has
embraced Kootenay’s ever-changing
waves and weather, proving she’s
as steady as she is determined. This
year, she’s been training daily with
her home support worker, Kathleen
— often swimming more than four
kilometres at a time — to prepare for
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the end of August. She’s ready to The community is welcome to
give this round trip everything she’s  gather at Schroeder Creek Resort
got, and is inviting all of Kaslo and  Beach to cheer Lily on as she departs
beyond to come out to see it. and returns. Those who can’t attend

can still support her by donating to
KSCU Kaslo account #171089 or
via e-transfer to lilyofthelakekaslo@
gmail.com.

Lily Nay of Kaslo will swim across Kootenay Lake and back from Schroeder Creek this August 29 at 11 am.

Let’s help Lily make waves and
meet her goal this year — bring signs
and your loudest cheer in support of
this remarkable young lady.

New Denver
CAO post vacant

by Jan McMurray

The Village of New Denver is
currently operating without a Chief
Administrative Officer.

The Staff Directory page on the
Village’s website notes that the CAO
position is vacant.

When asked what happened to
former CAO Ash Alam and if the
position was being advertised, Village
staff replied, “Ash Alam was employed
here from June 17, 2024 to July 23,
2025. We thank him for his service.”

Although most Village business
must be done in public, staffing issues
are confidential.

Alam was not present at the June
24 or July 8 council meetings.

Ash and his wife, Nicole, live
in Silverton and own and operate
Pennydale Junction Restaurant at
Valley View Golf Course in Appledale.
Ash told the Valley Voice that they plan
to stay and will operate the Pennydale
Junction year-round.
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Silverton’s historic tram tower display damaged in windstorm

by Jan McMurray

Something is missing from the
tram tower display in the Outdoor
Mining Museum on the grounds of
the Silverton Gallery.

The ore buckets and the faux
cable that ran between the two towers
were removed on July 9, after the
top piece of one of the towers was
damaged in the windstorm on June
21-22.

“A resident notified the Village
of the damage on the 22nd, and we
cordoned off the area on Monday
the 23rd, when we received the
message,” reports Village Chief
Administrative Officer Catherine
Allaway. “Just the one tower broke,
but we fenced both towers off out of
an abundance of caution, and had the
buckets and cable removed so they

SONGBIRD SOS

Songbirds make up half the world’s
birds. Since 1980 their numbers
have declined by 50%, their greatest
decline in human history. Of the 20
billion songbirds worldwide, half die
during migration due to habitat loss
along their flyway, primarily because
of the expansion in agriculture as well
as the fragmentation of forests and
deforestation.

didn’t fall and cause injury.”

Local contractor Dave Madden
and his crew were hired to remove
the buckets and cable, and the
buckets are being securely stored for
now, Allaway said.

While the Outdoor Mining
Museum sits on Village land,
Allaway noted that ownership of
the mining artifacts remains unclear.
Former Silverton Historical
Society reps concerned

The tram tower display was
installed in the outdoor museum
by the Silverton Historical Society
in 2005 and 2006. The society
disbanded some years ago, and
transferred most of its assets to New
Denver’s Silvery Slocan Historical
Society — but the tram towers were
not included in the transfer.

Former Silverton Historical
Society President Rick Tegeler, who
spearheaded the original installation,
was recently alerted to the change
in the display. He met with CAO
Allaway on August 5, who explained
what happened and the resulting
safety/liability issue.

Tegeler is concerned about
the removal of the display’s key
components. “I was surprised and
disappointed that no one contacted
those of us who helped build the
display nearly 20 years ago,” he

told the Valley Voice. “In a small
community like Silverton, there are
many who would want to see the
buckets restored.”

CAO Allaway says the Village
spoke with representatives of the
Silverton Community Club, as they
have been in contact with staff about
the exhibits, but she didn’t have
current contact information for past
members of the disbanded historical
society.

Building the display

Tegeler, who served as president
from 2003 to 2013, recalled the
inspiration behind the display. “We
were documenting old mines in the
area and kept encountering remnants
of tram towers. It became clear that
these were vital to understanding
Silverton and New Denver’s mining
history.”

The first replica tower had
already been constructed, and was
standing in the parkette just south of
the Silverton Inn. The society had
it relocated to the Outdoor Mining
Museum in September 2005.

The second tower was built from
scratch, with historical accuracy
in mind. Tegeler even traveled to
Nevada to photograph surviving tram
towers from the early 1900s silver
rush era there, which mirrored ours
in time. Local craftsman Jim Pownall
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constructed the second tower using
funds from the sale of Old Silverton,
a book by the late historian John
Norris.

The society also secured
permission from the Ministry of
Forests to salvage four authentic
tram buckets, which were hung on
the towers.

“It took a team of six to eight
people to locate and restore those
buckets,” Tegeler said. “In hindsight,
we should have drilled drainage holes
— rain and snow accumulation may
have contributed to the structural
failure.”

Looking ahead

Despite the setback, Tegeler

remains optimistic. “I’'m hopeful

we can come together to restore
this display. Its return would not
only enhance local tourism but
also reaffirm our dedication to
preserving the stories that shaped our
community.”

CAO Allaway says there would
need to be a maintenance plan in
place for any future displays. “I think
council is open to the possibility
[of restoring the display], but there
are a lot of projects competing for
resources. Their primary concern is
the safety of the public,” she said.

Anyone interested in helping
develop a plan to revive the tram
tower display is encouraged to
contact Rick Tegeler at photodive@
columbiawireless.ca .

The ore buckets being installed on the second replica tram tower in 2006 at the Outdoor Mining
Museum in Silverton.
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Kaslo council discusses South Beach correspondence in-camera

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter

Kaslo council had a
special in-camera Committee
of the Whole meeting on July
31 to discuss correspondence
from the public on the
proposed South Beach RV
park.

In accordance with the
Community Charter, the
public is excluded from in-
camera meetings. These
meetings are held to discuss
sensitive or confidential
matters, such as legal issues,
financial information, or
potential conflicts.

Here are a few of the
recurring themes in the letters
that were up for discussion.
The letters can be viewed
in the meeting’s agenda
package, available online at
kaslo.ca/p/council-meetings.
Floodplain

Many individuals
expressed concern about
constructing an RV park on
a floodplain.

In her letter of June
23, Kaslo resident Anne
Malik notes a January 13
correspondence from Caleb P.
Pomeroy, principal engineer
at Watershed Engineering
Ltd. In it, Pomeroy states
that the land can be safely
developed as an RV park, so
long as the developer follows
Watershed Engineering’s
recommendations in its May
2023 flood hazard assessment

report.
One of the
recommendations: all

permanent structures on the
site must be located above
the 200-year Kootenay Lake
floodplain elevation of 536.5
metres.

A few letters make
estimations on the amount
of fill needed to bring
the site up to appropriate
elevation — 5,800 dump truck
loads, or maybe 400 tandem
truck loads — but no official
numbers have been cited by
any professionals.

Some letters highlight
past flooding events, and
others worry about the effect
of future floods on potential
buried electrical, sewerage,
and water infrastructure
needed to support an RV
park. Safety was also a
concern.

“Mayor and council
do have a responsibility to
ensure that the proposed
property is suitable for

human habitation and not
going to be a hazardous
place to be living, even if
only a temporary seasonal
residence, in the event that
Kaslo River overflows or
Kootenay Lake reaches a
higher spring freshet level,”
says Andy Shadrack in his
July 2 letter.

“Because of my
experience and local
knowledge as a terrain
analyst,” reads Bill Wells’
letter from June 3, “I urge
council to recognize that
allowing the natural function
of the river bed and lakeshore,
south of the river and east of
the Highway 31 bridge, will
benefit Kaslo’s future by
providing for a softening of
the impacts of catastrophic
flooding — of the kind that
has, over time, formed the
fluvial fan the village is built
on.”

The OCP

According to many in
opposition of the plan, the
proposal’s legitimacy comes
into question in light of the
Official Community Plan.

South Beach falls within
the Waterfront Development
Area (WDA), outlined in
section 11.0 in the OCP.
Proponent Quality Property
Developments cites 11.2.10
for validation: “Limit
development on a floodplain
to passive recreational
uses, which may include
seasonal campgrounds/RV
parks and require appropriate
flood mitigation measures
as determined by qualified
professionals.”

Those against the proposal
reference the Lakefront
Protection Development
Permit Area (DPA),
described in section 16.4.
This DPA was established
to ensure development
doesn’t negatively impact
lakefront, lake, and foreshore
ecosystems.

One guideline states that
“development in the DPA,
from Moyie Beach, east and
south to beyond the mouth
of Kaslo River except for
the Logger Sports grounds,
shall be limited to passive
recreational amenities, such
as walking and multi-use
trails, natural parks areas,
non-motorized pleasure craft
launches, and park benches.”

In his June 12 letter,
resident Randy Morse
brings attention to a word
appearing in both sections:

‘passive.” Morse researched
other OCPs and municipal
planning documents from
across BC and Canada.

“Most BC OCPs
consistently define
‘passive’ by contrasting it
with ‘active,” or by listing
activities consistent with its
core meaning,” he writes in
his letter.

Passive recreational uses
and activities are usually low
impact, non-motorized, have
minimal infrastructure, and
focus on appreciating natural
spaces, says Morse.

“The proposed South
Beach RV strata, by its very
nature as a high-density,
vehicle-dependent form of
temporary residence requiring
extensive infrastructure,
is a direct contradiction of
this established planning
principle, specifically
referenced not once, but
twice, in Kaslo’s OCP,” he
says.

Risk/benefit
analysis

Some letters called for a
risk/benefit analysis of the
proposal and how it might
affect the community.

Resident Russell Precious
went so far as contacting local
consultant John Cathro, who
prepared a draft proposal to
complete the analysis for the
Village.

In the proposal, dated
July 9, Cathro explains the
analysis would assess what
is in the best interest of the
community, specifically
how to define ‘best interest’
and how to measure it. He
would analyze the potential
development through the
lenses of the OCP, bylaw
requirements, rezoning
requirements, potential
risks to water and sewage
infrastructure on the
floodplain, and community
identity.

“What is the baseline
or status quo? What is the
proposed change and what
are the risks and benefits of
this change? Can these risks
be mitigated? What other
options exist?” he asks.

Precious indicated
in his July 14 letter that
an anonymous long-time
resident of Kaslo has offered
to fund the analysis, which
Cathro estimates to cost
$22,500 plus GST. This
anonymous individual is also
willing to fund a referendum,
which can cost between

$20,000 and $30,000.

The Village has expressed
interest in a risk/benefit
analysis, but has yet to make
a formal decision.
Requested
conditions

In correspondence dated
July 23, residents Anne and
Laddie Malik outline some
conditions they would like
added to the purchase and
sale agreement:

- That aroad development
feasibility study is undertaken
for the new access road along
the Kaslo River.

- That the proposed
flood mitigation measures
are modelled to assess the
impact of water levels and
velocities on the Village
of Kaslo dike to quantify
the transfer of risk. Anne
describes ‘transfer of risk’ as
a scenario in which changes
are made at one location
on a watercourse and/or
floodplain, resulting in a
measurable increase in flood
or erosion risk elsewhere.

- That two section 219
covenants, under the Land
Title Act, be placed on title
to the RV park and strata lots,
absolving the Village from
future liability that could
arise from development on
a contaminated site, and in a
floodplain.

- That prior to
commencing and upon
completion of the work, the
developer shall deliver to the
Village design and as-built
drawings of electrical, water,
sewerage, flood mitigation,
and road work with the
engineer’s seal affixed.

- That a Qualified
Environmental Professional
is retained during the

proposed works to
document compliance with
mitigation measures and
recommendation, and provide
guidance for implementation
of best practices.

In support

Only one letter in the
agenda package expressed
explicit support for the
proposal.

“Please continue
to recognize that all of
Kaslo does not agree with
the rhetoric appearing on
Facebook, or share the same
opinion of a very vocal
group of individuals not
wanting this development to

proceed,” reads the July 21
correspondence. “For what
itis worth, I fully support the
development that has been
proposed and feel it’s a good
use of the property.”
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Anatomy of
an Edgewood
ostrich farm

protester

My apology to anybody reading this
as I'm not a poet.

The ostriches make them feel warm
and fuzzy inside. There’s nothing for
it, the ostriches must be kept alive.
Some protesters come out because of
government overreach. This is a perfect
place, alesson to teach. Although there’s
more to the story, the ostriches are seen
walking around in all their imagined
glory. Out comes the pocketbook and
money flows without a second look.
While the money flows, off to court
go the underdog, their case to flog. A
billionaire based in the States says he will
write a cheque for the court case. He and
his friends will the government hound
until we can get off the CFIA merry-
go-round. Is it any better to leave the
ostriches alive to their fate to be injected
at a later date. People are looking in to
the comings and goings of the farm with
increasing alarm. To conclude, money
talks and all else walks.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

Kaslo, heads up

“Over the years, public road
allowances were used in conjunction
with a private sawmill site, and never
improved as proper roads.” These
undeveloped road allowances are still
legally a “highway.” This information
comes from Village of Kaslo staff
planning reports.

To enable the RV park at South
Beach, Kaslo council has posted and
published notice of its intention to close
portions of these highways. The Village

has also given notice that they intend to
dispose of the closed portion of highways
to Quality Property Developments Inc.

Even though they are not roads,
they are a “way open to public use”
and provide public access to Kootenay
Lake. Several of these road allowances
abut municipal lots on South Beach.
Shouldn’t the closed portion of highways
that abut municipal property be retained
by the Village?

If you're affected by the proposed
Highway Closure Bylaw you have until
12 pm on August 19, 2025 to make
representations to council by delivering
a written submission.

Anne Malik
Kaslo

Hey, Kaslo
council and
residents!

If you want to see what a 72-site
RV strata resort looks like, check out
the Crescent Beach Resort west of
Kokanee Creek on your way to Nelson.
It’s 73 strata units crammed on to
3.36 acres with a large dock and boat
launch on the sandy beach. They cut the
biggest, healthiest ponderosa pine in the
neighbourhood because, well, it was a
large tree that might drop branches on
the trailers. Ten months of the year, the
place is deserted — but in the summer,
when noisy jet-skis zoom by on the
lake, we assume they’re from Crescent
Beach Resort.

Another rich people’s trailer park
is the Eagle’s Nest Resort at the north
end of Moyie Lake between Creston
and Cranbrook. This gated RV park has
dozens of speedboats anchored in front
of its beach, but one almost never sees
anyone actually on the beach, even in
summer.
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OPINION

Tourism is great for the economy.
But does allowing non-residents to own
prime real estate on which to park their
RVs actually contribute to your town?
Will these folks shop at your businesses
for more than a week or two in the
summer?

Sounds like another real estate scam
to me.

Ursula Lowrey
Nelson

Our body, our

soul

Thanks, Alex for your letter about
the StellarVista strike in the last issue.
That same day, I took a copy of the letter
I’d written to their CEO, Jodi Burke, and
board members to the strikers outside the
credit union in Slocan Park. It wasn’t
quite as hot as it’s been but I wonder, with
the way things are going, will they still be
there in winter? I'll join them, and bring
some ‘hot toddies!” Weird, isn’t it, seems
‘feudal,” yes, but not futile...?

They’re our ‘body,” those strikers,
and if we aren’t here to work on what’s
being spoiled, and in a very general
sense, try to anchor ‘Heaven here on
Earth’ then, hey... what are we doing here
anyway? Bottom line with the serious
credit union blues is that they shredded,
or just took to recycling! (?) a whole lot
of our records, so that when an old-timer
(could have been a new member too!)
goes in and needs something, that info
was not available to us. And more, of
course, as you said, Alex.

One hot summer’s day in 1980,
I walked into then manager Mabel
Wishlow’s office. “Mabel, I need
windows for my house!” “How much?”
It was SO easy. Paid. Paid... yeah, my
mortgage even on raw, no-road-in land
was $300/ month — $297 in interest and
$3 on the principal. We had little books
inthose days that the tellers wrote up and
signed. Like it was yesterday, | remember
looking at it, looking at the teller, “What?
Only $3 on the principal?!’

But, worth it, right? We were humans
who cared about us, about our land and
community. We live here. Together, we
worked things out, the workers/bosses
were local and we met them for beer.

Right? Let’s figure it out, step up
the self-discipline, keep whistling (I

tell myself), get a walker if I need one!

Let’s hope we don’t have to sit out on the

pavement in the winter! Get busy, well
paid board members and CEO.

Daphne Fields

Slocan

Our eligibility
for state status

Canada cannot become the 51st
state of the United States of America.
The United States of America already
has a 51st state. It is called Israel. The
United States was at the forefront in
Israel’s foundation and the expulsion of
the Palestinians who lived in that area
of the world from their homeland. Since
that time, they have armed and backed
up Israel at every opportunity.

The United States has declared itself
to be above international law for many
years and especially since the attack on
their country on 9/11. They now claim
the right to ignore the sovereignty of all
the other nations on Earth, and attack
and kill anyone who they choose to call
an enemy. And they use their economic
and military power to declare anyone
they don’t agree with as terrorists. Truth
is, the majority of the terror in the world
is perpetrated by them, and their allies.
State-sanctioned terrorism is no less
terrifying. They have granted the same
right to Israel, allowing them to attack
and slaughter people in all of their
neighbouring countries.

There are close to 200 sovereign
nations in the world. It is about time
that those nations stood together and
told Uncle Sam and Israel that it is no
longer acceptable for them to ignore
the sovereignty of the rest of us. Trump
is now planning to send his troops into
Mexico to deal with the drug cartels.
Bush did it, Obama did it, Biden did
it and Trump did it. IT IS TIME TO
SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE. No nation
deserves to be pushed around by these
global bullies. The United States needs
to be ostracized, not sucked up to.

Wake up, world.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Tariff trauma
Trump’s tariffs are now hitting

Canadian goods at 35% in some cases,

despite USMCA still technically standing.
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Ottawa and Carney have no leverage,
Washington isn’t budging without major
concessions, and the fentanyl narrative
is being used as cover for protectionism
and American isolationism. Carney
has floated vague ideas about internal
infrastructure, interprovincial trade,
and energy development but in reality
there are no shovel-ready mega projects
announced and no budget for them.
The country won’t have a budget until
September. Let’s hope the grown-up
banker has some ideas!

Hoping the Americans regain their
collective sanity and play nice is not
much of a plan. Counter tariffs feel good
on an emotional level but Canadian
consumers pay the tax. Ottawa is already
gathering billions more in tariff tax
against its own citizens, with billions
more to be extracted. If only Ottawa
could use its extractive powers to get a
deal with Trumponomics. BC pays the
fourth highest taxes in North America —
surely we have some economic wizards
that can cast a spell on Dirty Donnie and
Washington!

Softwood duties are crushing value-
added forestry. Independent mills are
already paying for raw timber and
processing and will now face 35%
tariffs. Cities like Castlegar, Quesnel,
Cranbrook and Smithers are watching
their economic base disappear while
governments have their hands in their
pockets.

I feel sorry for Kalesnikoff Lumber.
Kalesnikoff’s US exports of value-
added timber are not USMCA exempt
unless all inputs are strictly sourced and
proven to be North American, a difficult
standard. Many of these exports now
face 35% fentanyl tariffs, and even 40%
transshipment tariffs if routed elsewhere
to dodge duties. Unless Premier Eby
and PM Carney have a plan to tackle
Washington, Kalesnikoff is in BIG
trouble.

The new $30 million Castlegar
expansion facility was funded $6.7
million in provincial support, $3 million
in federal contribution, and the remainder
as private investment by Kalesnikoff
itself, $20.3 million. Around 30% of this
project was taxpayer funded and trade
risk protections were absent.

The federal government made
no binding trade guarantees to shield
the investment from tariffs or policy
shifts in America. This is a failure of
economic strategy and a warning for
future industrial subsidies in Canada.

Don’t invest public money in
export-dependent industries without
trade security. Protectionist America
cannot be trusted anymore. Too bad the
government was asleep at the wheel and
our debt hole just got deeper.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley
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The illusion of
freedom

Across many Western nations, we
hold tightly to the belief that freedom,
justice, and human dignity form the
bedrock of our society. But this belief is
becoming harder to uphold in the face of
rising administrative control and digital
enforcement systems. These trends
mirror structures long embedded in civil
law countries — particularly in Central
and South America — where codified
statutes replace natural rights, and justice
is dispensed not through conscience but
through rigid protocol.

Unlike common law systems, which
historically recognize inherent rights,
due process, and the presumption of
innocence, civil law operates by a
different logic. In nations like Panama,
El Salvador, and Costa Rica, law is not
interpreted through moral discernment
but is applied strictly as written. Judges
serve the code, not the people. Legal
disputes — whether over property, health
harms, or government negligence — are
resolved based on statutes, not context
or human impact.

The consequences are far-reaching.
Foreigners who own land or seek redress
in civil law jurisdictions often discover
that fairness is secondary to bureaucracy.
Medical harms, chemical exposure,
and even fraudulent land seizures are
difficult to challenge. Administrative
barriers, politicized judges, and lack of
transparency leave individuals without
meaningful recourse. You do not have
rights — you have permissions.

What’s more concerning is how
these systems are positioned to adopt
new forms of global control. Central
Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs),
biometric surveillance, and ESG-
based social scoring fit seamlessly
into a civil law framework. Citizens
already conditioned to obey top-down
governance are unlikely to resist these
shifts. The transition to total control will
be marketed not as oppression, but as
modernization.

Meanwhile, the West is drifting in
the same direction. Increasingly, courts
in places like British Columbia operate
more like regulatory enforcement offices
than centres of justice. Lawyers interpret
statutes with tunnel vision, dismissing
broader human concerns. Paper filings
are rejected in favor of Al-managed
portals. Personal sovereignty is erased
by procedural compliance.

This convergence should
alarm anyone who values freedom.
Benevolence, justice, and spiritual
conscience are being stripped from the
legal process and replaced by digital
regulation. And while the United Nations
continues to promote human rights
declarations, these are unenforceable

unless adopted and upheld by national
codes — a rare occurrence in civil law
regimes.

The world is entering a new era,
where law is used not to liberate but to
regulate. If we hope to preserve freedom,
we must shift away from dependency on
state permission and begin reclaiming
private remedy, natural law, and local
sovereignty.

We do not serve the code. The code
must serve life.

Peter Carson & Teri Wallace
Silverton

Slocan Valley vs

slavery?

The Slocan Valley Community
Complex Society will lease a portion of
its property in Slocan near the cemetery
to Rogers for a full-size cell tower.

The provider doesn’t care if cell
towers leave legacies. When towers are
placed near homes and schools, children
pay for them with their health or even
lives (See July 19 post on Facebook
page: Pittsfield Cell Tower Concerned
Citizens #MasonStrong #Pittsfield
#celltower #WeDoNotConsent).

Our youth is under attack! Children
are far more vulnerable to environmental
hazards, especially wireless radiation. For
example, wireless radiation is linked to
developmental delays in infants (https://
www.cureus.com/articles/381425).

But nowadays, nearly everybody is
under the influence although continuous
exposure at ever-increasing levels
increases the risk of cancer, infertility,
genetic damage, damage to the central
nervous system, immune-depression,
learning disabilities, behavioural
disorders, chronic fatigue, sleep
disorders, electro-hypersensitivity,
multiple chemical sensitivity,
oxidative stress, and inflammation
(EHS, ElectroHyperSensitivity, is a
humanitarian emergency, empvictims.
org).

Why are the telecoms even allowed
to sell a potentially lethal technology?

We have to speak up now, especially
for ourkids! Once the tower is up, Rogers
will irradiate everybody, even those who
do not consent. And there is already the
Telus cell tower in Slocan, too close to
the school.

The adults have free will — they may
continue to microwave their brain. But
the kids cannot decide for themselves —
they rely on us adults!

Our biodiversity is declining — who
cares? Chronic disease is increasing.
Nobody is connecting the dots. The
toxic cocktail of spraying glyphosate
(Forestry and Fortis), of the wireless
radiation, including Starlink, combined
with massive vaccination makes people
and youth sick.

Most people are addicted to their

mobile device, and remain unaware or
willingly ignorant. Stay that way if you
must, but please spare our kids. Their
future is at risk.

Most importantly, there is a safe
alternative, at least at home: ethernet
and/ or fibre-optics. We have a broadband
fibre-optic cable buried all along our rail
trail, but we don’t get fibre-to-the-home.
Instead, we get sketchy internet from
Telus or from Columbia Wireless.

The reason is money of course.
Fibre-to-the-home is expensive. Would
you please explain this to your kid with
ADHD or autism?

Why is fibre-to-the-home possible in
Kaslo and area with KiN, a not-for-profit
society, and not in the Slocan Valley?

Remember: 5G exposure can cause
headaches, heart issues, insomnia,
fatigue, cognitive fog, flu-like symptoms,
tinnitus, muscle and nervous system
problems, vision problems.

So, oppose the new cell tower and
ask your elected officials and authorities
to get the last-mile fibre-to-the-home for
high-speed connection.

We should be the masters of new
technologies, not the slaves.

Waulf Mense
Winlaw

Illegal from the
start

Last September, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) met to
discuss the Palestinian Question. Israel
was condemned and a resolution was
overwhelmingly passed giving Israel
one year to withdraw and cease its
activities in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories and pay reparations. As we
approach Israel’s deadline of September
19,2025, Netanyahu thinks he has won
the war and Gaza is his. In reality, the
world has seen the horrors of Gaza and
he has been caught red-handed running
a concentration camp.

When it was found Jews were being
exterminated in Hitler’s concentration
camps, Western powers set about creating
a homeland for them and putting those
responsible for the holocaust on trial.
Should the Palestinian people expect
anything different? Should they be forced
to continue living with their tormentors?

What will they talk about in this
September’s UNGA meeting? Will they
recognize Israel’s genocide? Nope. They
will be talking about the creation of a
Palestinian state. For a Palestinian state,
Israel would have to withdraw from
the Palestinian territories it occupies.
Whether it is to be a virtual or a symbolic
state, they will talk, blah, blah, blah until
the clock runs out for the Palestinians
being ethnically cleansed, rewarding
Israel for its crimes.

Instead, they should be undertaking
sanctions, sanctions, and more sanctions.

The state of Israel never worked out to
plan. Starting with its creation, Israel
was illegal. A vote was held by UNGA
whether to submit the Partition Plan
for Israel’s creation to the International
Court of Justice for advice on its legality.
Countries, including Canada, decided not
to seek the Court’s advice (1948.org.uk/
un-resolution-181).

If the proposal had been submitted,
they would have found, among other
things, that Palestine, along with Syria,
Iraq, and Lebanon, was protected by
the Covenant of the League of Nations
(UN’s predecessor) under mandates.
Atticle 5 of the Covenant ensured no
Palestinian territory could be ceded or
leased to other parties; Article 22 stated
the people of Palestine were to emerge
as fully independent at the end of the
mandate. The termination of the mandate
on May 15, 1948 was to signal the birth
of a free and sovereign Palestine. To the
Zionists, it was the signal to start ethnic
cleansing.

How can Israel repay the Palestinian
people for what it has done to them?
Surely they deserve a Palestinian state
free of their oppressor. States recognizing
Palestine should cease to recognize
Israel. The only solution is a truly
democratic one state with one vote for
each Jew and Palestinian. Israel should
be erased off the map. Its actions only
give rise to antisemitism to the detriment
of peace-loving Jewish people.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Drop of air

The Canadian government the other
day ‘accomplished” a one- time (one
and done) airdrop of food containers
over Gaza. Just an outstanding job
by our brave military! One drop. One
stinking paltry drop on the heads of
starving Palestinians in this nearly two-
year purposeful genocide. An absolute
‘drop in the bucket’ into the misery, and
just so Canadian government officials
can feel better about themselves.
What a useless, idiotic, paltry effort.
Total hypocrisy. Complete virtue-
signalling by a government that has
been supporting this mass murder by
sending weapons and weapon parts
and financial aid even though they
stated they would discontinue assisting
this rogue genocidal entity back in
January 2024. Not so, apparently. And
they say they are going to recognize a
Palestinian state. What Palestinian state
is that? There’s nothing left, clowns
Carney, Starmer and Macron! And
Trump, well he’s another type of animal
altogether. The American bombs
dropped by Israelis have turned 92%
of the landscape of Gaza to moonscape
(more explosive power by far than
destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
1945). The people who are not dead

are either severely injured, diseased,
starving or so severely traumatized by
22 months of constant bombing that
they don’t know which end is up — and
you say you’re going to recognize
them and then a few days later drop
one measly food cache on their heads.
Utter lunacy.

You might say, “Well, it’s better
than nothing.” No it’s not, it definitely
is not. It’s an insult to injury amid the
worst devastation and agony in recent
times. It’s less than nothing —it’s a drop
of air into a pit of absolute agony and
hell on earth. 22,000 Ibs in a one-time
drop is useless and dangerous to a
weakened, disorganized and starving
population that are likely to tear each
other apart trying to tear open the aid
packages. That cargo from Canada
might as well have been a carton of
Tim Horton’s coffee and timbits — that’s
how stupid, useless and uncaring this
government is. A disaster that requires
a minimum of 800 truckloads of food
and supplies per day and we drop
‘nothing,” absolutely nothing, to show
how big-hearted we are. Where were
you 20 months ago? 10 months ago?
6 months ago?

When Carney is asked if he is now
going to ‘sanction’ Israel for their latest
pronouncement of a ground invasion
into Gaza City, where doubtless many
more thousands of Palestinians will be
slaughtered in the coming days, he says
“I"'mnot on the cusp of making another
announcement.” Oh, he’s not on the
‘cusp.” Unfortunately, the Palestinians
are on the ‘cusp’ — the cusp of being
exterminated, not in part, but in whole
by this rogue and barbaric regime.

Unfortunately, Canada is going
to be remembered in history for fully
supporting the genocidal ‘State of
Israel’ as it carried out one of the
worst and unquestionably most vile
exterminations of a people group in
recorded history. When will this so-
called ‘democratic, freedom-loving’
country ever learn from all the stupid
behaviors of the past, i.e. residential
schools, Japanese internment, etc. ad
nauseum, truly.

I have an MP (apparently a
representative of the people) Scott
Anderson, recently elected. I have
written him several letters on this
matter over the past several months.
I have heard back from him not one
single word. This is how much the
‘leadership’ in this country cares
about a vile and ongoing murder and
starvation campaign on our planet that
this Canadian government is assisting
- not one iota.

Todd Allen
New Denver



6 I COMMUNITY

Slocan Valley welcomes new community paramedic

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Ashley Emery is the new full-
time Community Paramedic (CP) for
Winlaw and New Denver.

“But I like to call myself
the Slocan Valley Community
Paramedic,” he told the Valley Voice.

Emery offers CP services
throughout the Slocan Valley to
Summit Lake. He began his new role
at the end of October 2024.

CPs are licensed paramedics
who use their skills in non-urgent
situations, such as in a client’s home
or in community settings. They offer
free services focusing on primary and
palliative care, health promotion, and

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

community outreach and awareness.

“We’re trying to prevent people
from going into hospital,” said
Emery. “We recognize that the
hospitals and emergency rooms are
pretty backed up, and so if we can
keep less people from adding to
that line, then the better... We want
to keep people comfortable in their
homes.”

Community paramedicine is
intended primarily for rural and
remote communities, to bridge health
service delivery gaps identified in
collaboration with local health care
teams.

Emery’s clients are mostly
seniors living with chronic and

complex diseases.

“I’'m really trying to meet those
people who are underserved,” he
said. “Finding where they are, and
how we can provide services to them.
That’s really my mission here.”

Emery offers wellness checks,
ranging from weekly to monthly,
and performs fall risk assessments.
Home Health Monitoring services
from Telus can keep track of clients’
blood pressure, blood sugar, weight,
and blood oxygen. Emery shares this
data with their doctors to watch for
trends and dips, with the goal of early
intervention.

He promotes health by offering
education on chronic diseases,

As a Community Paramedic, Ashley Emery not only provides in-home services but also does
outreach in the community.

healthy lifestyles, life-saving
procedures, how and when to call
911, hand washing and hygiene, and
drug and alcohol awareness.

Emery is also passionate about
outreach in the community. He runs
walk-in clinics for individuals to
test their blood pressure and other
vitals. These clinics are a great way
to encourage people to visit their
doctor or healthcare professional to
address a situation, he said.

A recent community
preparedness event in Slocan saw
Emery at his booth, prompting
attendees to consider and be prepared
for emergencies.

“It’s been one of my bigger
conversation pieces in the
community: how to be prepared and
what that looks like,” he said.

Abig piece of this is a greensleeve
— a green plastic folder that holds
important documents regarding your
healthcare wishes. Paramedics are
trained to look for these documents
on or near the fridge. Emery wants to
ensure people know how to advocate
for the care they want.

Emery also drops in to the
seniors’ tea at the Fireweed Hub
in New Denver on Tuesdays,
monthly seniors lunches down the
valley, walking groups, and other
community events where he can
connect and converse. He attends
Indigenous gatherings and events,
hopes to visit schools for workshops,
and will soon offer naloxone training
for RCMP.

Doctors, registered nurses, Nav-
CARE workers, and home care nurses
can all refer their clients to Emery.
He also works with community
partners such as Better at Home, the
WE Graham Community Services

ARROW LAKES HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at Spm

Nakusp Royal Canadian Legion
404 — 1% Street NW Nakusp, BC

* Review the purpose of the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation
* Review our activities and accomplishments over the past
year
* Review our Foundation’s Financial Accounts
* Review current equipment and resource needs in support
of best practices and the highest quality of patient care at our
Arrow Lakes Hospital
* Elections to Positions on the Board of Directors
* This meeting will be followed by a brief regular meeting of
the Board of Directors

If you would like to learn more about
the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation,
please feel free to contact us at:
alhfoundation@hotmail.com
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Society, and local pharmacists.

When Emery meets a new client,
he sets to work finding the gaps in
service.

“I come in, I assess, and I look to
see what the needs are and if they’re
being met, and then I try to bring
the right people onto a client’s care
team,” he said.

Visits with doctors can sometimes
be quick, he said, but as a CP he can
spend more time with a client. This
makes a big difference, he said:
making sure individuals’ wishes and
worries are heard and respected. One
of his goals is to help clients get to
the point where they no longer need
his services because they’ve been
connected to the care they need.

Another big difference is the
transition to a full-time CP for
the valley. Prior to Emery, there
were two part-time positions — one
each in New Denver and Winlaw.
Now, the two are combined. This
is a massive improvement, said
Emery, because of the enhanced
support and connection it provides
to communities. This is a province-
wide change for CP positions, which
are part of BC Emergency Health
Services, a branch of the Provincial
Health Services Authority.

As of April 1, 2024, there are
94 full-time CPs in 90 communities
across the province.

Emery began his work caring for
lives when he became a lifeguard.
From there, he volunteered with
St. John’s Ambulance in Calgary
before completing Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT) training
at the Southern Alberta Institute of
Technology.

He stepped away from the
profession for a time before moving
to the Slocan Valley in 2011, drawn
to the lifestyle and looking for a
break from city life. Here, he found
home.

He completed his two-year
Primary Care Paramedic (PCP)
training and worked in the valley
for seven years in this role. He said
he’s been drawn to community
paramedicine for some time, always
keeping an eye on the position.

Emery didn’thave any experience
in community paramedicine before
he began, but there is intensive and
ongoing training to prepare CPs and
keep their skills up to date.

“It’s a very specialized program
and it requires specialized individuals
who are ready to take on this task,”
he said.

“I’'m a community-minded
person,” he said. “I really am so
thankful that I got this job.I’'m going
to do it for a long time.”

upport the Valley Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $30-$50
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Local author releases debut book of poems and short stories

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Nakusp-based writer Dixie Nesbitt
has published her first book —a collection
of poems and short stories, telling the
tales of everyday people, places, and life
experiences.

“They reveal the humorous
experiences and sentimental memories
of faith, family, and friends, and how
each of these have enriched my life,”
Dixie told the Valley Voice.

In writing Beyond These Mountains,
Dixie she was inspired by the beauty of
God’s creation on her property, where
wild animals, plants, and a wide range
of bird species abound. She was also
inspired by local and familial history,
and the people she’s met along her walk
through life.

Nakusp artist Betty L. Fahlman
crafted the beautiful scene featured on
the cover.

“I wanted mist and mountains and
our Saddle Mountain,” she said. “I cried
when I first saw it. Betty captured more
than I could have ever expected.

Echoes of Betty’s mountains

continue throughout the book, adorning
each page.

Dixie found writing at a young
age, with her first poem drafted in high
school. A special early poem, ‘A Seed,’
was written when her sister Caroline
passed away at 20 years old.

Dixie said the poems in her book
came to her very quickly.

“There were a couple weeks, I
think I wrote maybe 15 poems,” she
said. “They kept coming and I just kept
writing.”

The titular opening poem asks the
reader to consider the memories that
dwell “beyond these mountains.” She
invites the reader to let go of what ifs
and regrets, and to instead remember the
wonderful times with friends and family.

One of Dixie’s favourites is the final
poem of the book, ‘Jesus in the Garden.’

“My husband Art was playing a tune
one night on his guitar, and I came up
with the words within 20 minutes,” she
said. “It’s the whole story of [Jesus’] life
and death.”

She also loves ‘The S.S. Minto,’
which recounts the story of the majestic

sternwheel steamboat that met its Viking
funeral fate in Galena Bay in 1967.

“Art watched it burn and sink,”
she said. “I just had to include a poem
about it.”

Dixie hopes to do readings at local
libraries this fall. But for now, the garden
keeps her busy. She and Art tend to their
many blueberry plants, and Dixie her
80 varieties of roses. A waterfall and
creek run through the property, and she
watches the blue herons descend “like
airplanes” to fish for trout. Deer and
their fawns prance in the meadow, and
hummingbirds tussle for nectar at her
feeders. It’s easy to see why Dixie was
inspired.

She and Art help pastor the Gospel
Light Chapel in New Denver.

“I have endeavoured to honour my
saviour Jesus Christ, who has guided me
inthe writing of this book,” she said. “My
hope is that He will speak to your heart
as you read it.”

Beyond These Mountains was
published by Tellwell Publishing, based
in Victoria. Dixie thanks Art and her
dear friend Terry McLeod for their

encouragement, wise counsel, and
computer skills.
It can be purchased on Amazon,

I

and borrowed from the Nakusp Library.
Dixie is also selling copies to friends
and family.

New film reveals the roots of BC’s
wildfire crisis and what we must do

submitted

A powerful new documentary
exploring the causes and consequences of
British Columbia’s escalating wildfire crisis
will be show at the Arrow Lakes Theatre
in Nakusp on Tuesday, August 26 at 7 pm.

Titled BC is Burning, the 45-minute
film delivers a sobering but hopeful look
at what’s fueling today’s megafires and
the science-based solutions that could
protect our forests, our communities, and
our future.

BC is Burning was independently
produced and funded through community
support, with Homestead Foods providing
cornerstone funding and major support from
Skyline Helicopters, Padoin Reforestation,
and Kalesnikoff.

The film was produced and written
by retired forester Murray Wilson and
initiated by Associate Producer Rick
Maddison. Ryan Tebbutt of Edge Digital

Media (Kelowna) is Editor and Associate
producer. The film combines expert
interviews, government data, and powerful
footage from both British Columbia and
California.

Featuring forest professionals, wildfire
officials, and researchers, BC is Burning
reveals the growing urgency and the real
solutions to managing fire in an age of
climate change.

The film addresses the critical role of
fuel buildup and why it is making wildfires
more destructive; how proactive forest
management can cut carbon emissions,
protect communities, and restore forest
health; what BC can learn from California’s
bold, science-based wildfire resiliency
strategy; real-world solutions that are
already working and how they can be
scaled up across BC.

Following the screening, there will be
a live Q&A with the filmmaker.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446,
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; corkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesdays thru Sundays, 3-9 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly dining and casual
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.joneshoysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo * 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Open: 3-9 pm. Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel,
tackle, fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery

The best in Summer 25 eco fashion is here! From Victoria's Leka Design, a women-owned
small business that tumns sustainable linen fabrics into gorgeous creations, we have a fine
selection of cool tops, pants, tunics and dresses * We've expanded our collection of colourful
sun dresses from River Goddess, whose timeless and feminine cotton dresses and skirts are
perfect for summer! « More ladies bamboo clothing is here from Abaka, including new colours in
the always popular Julliette tee + Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am -5 pm, Sunday 10:30- 3

pm * Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! * 250-358-2178 « Facebook &
Instagram + RavensNestBC.com ¢
Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products,
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store

A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca

Caravan Company Goods

Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com

Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC

Alittle store with a big heart! New women'’s seasonal fashions, curated sec-
ond hand clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more.
We have something for everyone!

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing & Much More!! 250-355-2211,
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Kootenay resident honoured with BC Medal of Good Citizenship

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Kootenay resident Montana Burgess

SmoKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repaits, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

MIRROR LAKE
WATER USERS
COMMUNITY

Boil Water Advisory for all
users. Inform renters and
guests until further notice.

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

is one of 18 individuals being awarded
the British Columbia Medal of Good
Citizenship.

The medal recognizes individuals
who have acted in particularly generous,
kind, or selfless ways for the common
good, without expectation of reward. It’s
the second-highest honour the Province
can bestow on its citizens.

For a decade, Burgess led
Neighbours United — an environmental
advocacy organization formerly known
as West Kootenay EcoSociety —to gather
public support in the West Kootenays, in

hopes of incentivizing local governments
to transition to 100% renewable energy.

“This was a way to do something
about climate change in our own
backyard, and empower local people to
be part of the decision-making process,
and be part of figuring out what that looks
like in their communities,” Burgess told
the Valley Voice.

The initiative saw 14 local
governments commit to transitioning to
renewable energy by 2050.

“But it wasn’t just me,” she said. “It
was really about building leadership in

Montana Burgess was awarded the BC Medal of Good Citizenship.

The Slocan Community Health
Care Auxiliary Society would like
to thank Kootenay Savings Credit
Union for putting on the First
Annual Slocan Lake Golf Club
String Tournament. All proceeds
go towards the auxiliary’s
fundraising for an ultrasound.

other community members across the
whole region, to build local teams and
help them be able to take on leadership
in their communities. So it really was a
distributed effort.”

Burgess’ work has shaped
climate policy and shifted how rural
communities engage with environmental
issues. She’s fostered meaningful
dialogue across political divides by
training over 500 volunteers in ‘deep
canvassing,” an empathy-driven, non-
partisan engagement strategy focused on
conversation and connection.

Burgess also led Neighbours United
to earn the 2022 Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Award and receive the Living
Wage Employer certification from
Living Wage BC. She’s been a strong
advocate for LGBTQ+ inclusion in
education.

“Working in the community on the
local level: you can see the impacts,” she
said. “You're building those relationships
that can bring more resilience for
whatever challenges come up in the
community — now, and in decades to
come. It feels very meaningful and serves
so many helpful purposes beyond any
specific project.”

She has felt for her whole life that
her purpose is to try and make the world
a little bit better than when she got here.
She’s also inspired to action for the love
of her seven-year-old, who has asthma.
Increasing wildfires and a drier province
are becoming more concerning.

“T'have that fear as a parent, with my
job to keep my kid safe in the increasing
smokiness. That’s extremely motivating:
to make sure she doesn’t get into a
dangerous situation with her asthma,”
she said.

Burgess has stepped down from
her role at Neighbours United, but has
started her own consulting organization
—Mountaintop Strategies. She continues
to empower individuals by helping non-
profits do community organizing work.

She’s excited to see what’s next.

“But no matter what I do, it’s going
to be based in local people having and
building leadership, and taking on
different challenges in the environmental
sphere.”

2025 marks 10 years of honouring
community service with the Medal of
Good Citizenship. Nominations for
the medal are accepted year-round.
Any current or former long term BC
resident is eligible, including youth and
posthumous nominations.

Responsible dog
ownership bylaw for
Slocan Valley
by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

At its July 17 meeting, the RDCK
board gave second reading to a
responsible dog ownership bylaw, which
would regulate the keeping and control of
dogs in Area H (Slocan Valley) as well as
Areas A, B and C (Creston area).

Multiple complaints about
aggressive dog behaviour prompted
drafting of the bylaw. Currently, these
areas do not have established dog control
services. The bylaw would outline ways
to manage dangerous and aggressive
dogs, and procedures for registering
dogs following complaints. It would also
help educate the public about responsible
dog ownership. Directors will provide
feedback, and the draft bylaw will be
sent out for legal review.
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Slocan Village Summer Showcase on August 9 and 10

Artists and musicians of all
strokes and notes were featured

during the Slocan Village Summer on August 9 and 10, part of the
Showcase at the Slocan Legion Columbia Basin Culture Tour.
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Soul Potion performs original music with a blues, jazz, and soul flavour.

PHOTO CREDIT: RACHAEL LOSOSKY

Cassandra paints en plein air.
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Shannon Hames of Flat Bags, makes unique carry-alls, wallets, and notebooks from reused bike inner tubes.
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Multimedia artist Malia Dawn’s long love of fantasy coalesces with her reclamation of Celtic lore to bring vibrant characters and worlds to life

using traditional and digital brushstrokes.

PHOTO CREDIT: RACHAEL LOSOSKY

Christa Dawn, the fibre artist behind the Cosmic Spindle, spins wool for her wall and wearable
art. She’s preparing for a series of exhibitions that reflect her ongoing exploration of the
intersection between tradition and transformation, where ancient fibres become vehicles for
personal and collective storytelling.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Multi-disciplinary artist Nyoka Bitts showcases
her paintings, with her pottery work just out Nakusp

of frame. Later in the day, Nyoka was to paint | (250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

the bust, prepared by artist Safire Jones.

Andrea
Elizabeth

Bryant
September 17, 1970 to
July 10, 2025

It is with great sadness that
my partner and I announce the
tragic sudden death of my lovely
daughter while out in nature picking
huckleberries then going for a dip
in the creek and was swept away.
She leaves behind myself, her
mum, her good friends Kieran
and Kathy Chapman and family, her hiking friends, co-workers
at Cominco and Celgar, other friends throughout the region and
country and of course, her three beloved cats, Kitty, Mama and Joey.
She was a force of nature. A talented artist, reclaimed
wood worker, unique potter, weaver and seamstress.

She loved being in nature, hiking, snowshoeing, swimming,
paddle boarding, motorcycling, travelling, cooking and baking.

We will miss her terribly, my sassy, funny, generous girl.
She donated some of her work to fundraisers for KAAP and
SPCA. Donations to KAAP in her memory would be appreciated.

There will be a hike planned to Gimley on her birthday in celebration
of Andrea. Sept. 17 weather permitting. Your thoughts and kind words
have been appreciated. Thank you, Jan Bryant (Y
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Silverton council gathered in
Committee of the Whole on August 6 to
discuss the services it receives from the
Regional District of Central Kootenay.

The RDCK offers over 180 services
to electoral areas and municipalities. Each
service is funded through a combination
of tax requisitions, grants, and fees and
charges revenues, among other means.

For 2025, the RDCK’s budgeted
expenses total $118,262,603, with
$44 547 567 being paid through taxation.

This year, Silverton taxpayers paid
$86,546 to the RDCK in exchange for
14 services. Though some of Silverton’s
contributions may be small, the RDCK
often leverages funds to make them go
further.

Tipping fees by weight?

While discussing the Refuse
Western Subregion service — which
provides solid waste management through
landfills, recycling and transfer stations,
and household hazardous waste events
— council expressed dismay that the
Rosebery Transfer Station doesn’t have
scales.

Current rates are charged by volume,
but this can cause discrepancies, said
Councillor Don Broughton. Insulation,
for example, is a small load by weight
even when it’s a large load by volume.
Individuals could drive to the Nakusp
Transfer Station, where there’s a scale,
but the cost of gas to get there still makes
it more expensive for Silverton residents,
he said.

Council passed a recommendation to
request that the RDCK adjust fees for the
Rosebery station so that volume-based
disposal costs more closely match weight-

based disposal costs charged at transfer
stations with scales.

Silverton contributed $5,020 to this
year’s $6,561,199 budget, of which
$805,083 was tax requisitions. Castlegar,
Nakusp, New Denver, Slocan, and Areas
H,1,J,K are also part of the service.

Recommendations made during a
Committee of the Whole meeting will
come before council during a regular
meeting for final approval.

Gallery and arena support

The Recreation Commission service
administers the spring and fall recreation
grants, and contributes to the New Denver
Community Gym. Silverton paid $8,636
into the $72,752 budget. New Denver and
part of Area H also contribute.

Council noted that the Silverton
Gallery and the arena are recreation assets
with a user base that encompasses more
than just the Village. But currently, the
facilities are funded entirely by Silverton
taxpayers.

Council passed a recommendation
to request that financial support for the
gallery and arena be provided through this
service, since non-Silverton taxpayers in
this service also benefit from the facilities.
Fair shares

For Community Sustainability,
Silverton contributed $1,351 to the
service’s $639,862 budget.

This service supports climate action,
energy conservation, food and energy
security, and long-term environmental
planning. A current project on the workplan
that affects the Village directly is a
feasibility study for a trail from Silverton
to New Denver.

All rural areas, along with Kaslo and
Silverton, pay into the service, which
brought in $190,917 in tax requisitions this
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year. Castlegar, Creston, Nakusp, Slocan,
and Salmo used to contribute, but have
since withdrawn. Area K recently gave
notice to withdraw, which will come into
effect in two years as per bylaw.

The trouble council noted is that the
withdrawn municipalities are still receiving
benefits from the service — without paying
their fair share. Silverton, Kaslo, and the
rural areas are essentially subsidizing the
others.

Council agreed that if there’s a way
for it to be equitable, the Village is in
support of the service continuing, but not
as it stands. It passed a recommendation to
advise the board that if all municipalities
stop participating, Silverton will plan to
withdraw, too.

The RDCK is actively reviewing the
service, with a meeting tentatively set for
October.

Galena cable car

The Regional Parks service maintains
existing parks (Winlaw, Bigelow, the
Galena Trail, and Rosebery) and develops
new ones. Silverton paid $11,567, with
New Denver, Slocan, and Area H making
up the rest of the $266,115 tax requisition
for the $410,115 budget.

The cable car along the Galena Trail
has reopened, though the trail is closed
1.6 kilometres west of the Three Forks
trailhead and 600 metres east of the cable
car, due to a riverbank slough affecting
the bridge.

Regular services

General Administration covers
the admin functions of the RDCK, such
as governance, finance, and corporate
support for the more than 180 services it
offers taxpayers. All electoral areas and
municipalities pay into the service, with
Silverton contributing $8,257 to the total

As of August 11 2025,
Figments will be open
limited hours 11-4PM, until
our last day Saturday,
August 16.

For retailers and individuals interested in
store fixtures, cabinets and chattels, we
will be open August 21 and 22 for viewing.
Please contact us ahead of time if you're
interested at 250-353-2566,
or figments@netidea.com.

budget of $9,038,337 ($2,084,385 from
requisitions).

It’s a bit of a catch-all service, said
CAO Catherine Allaway. All regional
district activities need to be attributed to a
service. If there isn’t a better one to match
it to, it ends up in General Admin.

GIS (Geographic Information
System) offers mapping and spatial data
services, including public and internal
online maps. Consulting firm LandInfo
Technologies provides additional GIS
services for asset management. Silverton
contributed $1,528 to the $726,575 budget
($33,895 in requisitions). All rural areas
and municipalities — except Castlegar —
pay into GIS.

Building Inspection offers permitting
and inspection services to ensure
compliance with building codes and
regulations. However, it’s up to Silverton
to review plans to make sure they conform
with municipal bylaws.

Along with Silverton’s $6,928, all
rural areas and Kaslo, Nakusp, New
Denver, Salmo, and Slocan contributed
to the $2,068.826 budget ($1,096,098 in
requisitions).

Economic Development saw the
Village contributing $448 to the $16,014
pot. This service promotes local economic
development, business support, and
regional initiatives.

Most of the funds go to Community
Futures Central Kootenay, contracted by
the Slocan Valley Economic Development
Partnership to provide economic
development services. Residents may
have seen recent initiatives, including the
‘Support Slocan Valley’ T-shirt campaign,
promotional videos, voucher programs,
and support for businesses after the 2024
wildfires.

The Village paid $3,977 for
Emergency Communications 911, which
delivers 911 emergency call handling and
dispatch services for first responders. All
rural areas and municipalities, except
Castlegar and Nelson, paid into the budget
of $894,329 ($694 466 in requisitions).

Next Generation 911 (NG911) is
currently being implemented across the
province —a digital system that will replace
the traditional network and allow users to
send text messages and videos.

For NGO911 to be accurate, addresses
need to be verified. CAO Allaway said
the Village received grant funding and has
hired an individual to start work later this
month. The Village will share the updated
information with the RDCK, which will
share it with the emergency call centre.

The Emergency Planning service
coordinates emergency preparedness
and response planning, including some
FireSmart activities. Other FireSmart
programming is delivered by Slocan
Integral Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo).
Silverton contributed $6,440 to the RDCK
service, alongside New Denver and Area
H residents. The total budget is $148 205
this year.

CAO Allaway said there is some
uncertainty in this service due to the
new Fire Safety Act and Emergency and

Disaster Management Act (EDMA). The
acts themselves were released, but specific
regulations are still rolling out, which may
change how the RDCK administers parts
of the service.

The West Kootenay Transit
service is paid into by all rural areas and
municipalities, except Creston. Silverton
contributed $22,909 to the total budget
of $1,118,121 ($673,801 in requisitions)
this year.

This service is currently undergoing
major review. It’s a complicated service,
said Councillor Leah Main, with many
electoral areas and municipalities unhappy
with the apportionment methods. A new
funding model is in the works.

Contribution services

For contribution services, the RDCK
collects funds and distributes them to an
agency to do the work, instead of RDCK
staff. Silverton pays into three contribution
services.

The New Denver and Area Cemetery
is managed by the Village of New Denver.
Silverton contributed $3,816 to this year’s
$19,872 budget. New Denver and a portion
of Area H also pay.

The bylaw is dated, and a cost analysis
hasn’t been performed in some time. CAO
Allaway said Silverton’s tax requisition
will likely go up, to accommodate for some
overdue long-term planning. However,
costs probably won’t increase for Silverton
residents for another three to five years.

Allaway noted that residents in the
taxation area receive a lower burial rate
than non-residents.

Summit Lake Ski Hill is the second
contribution service. $981 from Silverton
went towards the $20,218 budget. Funds
support the non-profit society that manages
the hill. New Denver, part of Area H,
Nakusp, and Area K also contribute.

CAO Allaway said there’s been
turnover in the society’s board members.
Instead of mostly Nakusp residents, there
are now representatives from Silverton
and area.

The third contribution service is the
Slocan Valley TV Society. Silverton paid
$4,767 into the $24,974 budget. New
Denver and part of Area H also contribute.

The non-profit society offers free
over-the-air rebroadcasts of Knowledge
Network, Cascade PBS, ABC, NBC,
CTV, and Global TV, and some FM radio
stations.

Councillor denBok said it could be
due for a review. TV access has changed
since the service was established in 1995.
How many people actually use it?

The society conducted a survey last
year to gauge interest, and received 111
responses. However, details weren’t fully
broken down, and it’s unknown how many
Silverton residents use it.

Mayor Tanya Gordon thought a shared
internet service might be more beneficial.
Councillor denBok suggested a different
funding model, instead of taxation.

CAO Allaway said she will request
the financials from the TV society to help
with future discussions.
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Dale Byhre is back for a second
exhibition at Studio Connexion Art
Gallery from August 19 to September
6. ‘Past and Present’ is a visual journey
through the Arrow Lakes region.

“I am hoping that the public will
visit the gallery not only to enjoy
diverse landscape paintings of the
Kootenays and surroundings but also to
experience some of its rich history in a
selection of works depicting the storied
steamboat era,” Dale says.

The opening reception is set for
Friday, August 22 from 5 to 7 pm. Sip
and chat with Byhre about his new
collection, which he hopes visitors will
find interesting and captivating.

Byhre has been a Signature member
of the Federation of Canadian Artists
since 2020. He is also a Signature
member of the Canadian Society
Marine Artists, a small but vibrant
group of artists who have shown a
special interest in marine art.

2024 was very busy for Byhre. He
created paintings both for commissions
and exhibitions. There was a solo show
at Studio Connexion in May and a group
show in Tsawwassen in September.
There was also a good number of
demonstrations and workshops.

The steamboat paintings were done
after researching archives, as every
detail had to be historically correct.
Dale is also bringing a number of
limited-edition prints reproduced from
two of his original steamboat paintings
from the early 20th century — one from
the former town of Arrowhead and the
other from Nakusp,

Dale has a great talent for making
acrylic look like oil, and for bringing

wonderful light to his paintings. His
fine work will be of interest to art lovers
atlarge and also to landscape or marine
artwork collectors.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is
situated at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in

the heART of Nakusp, just two-and-
a-half short blocks from Broadway
Street. Walk-in hours are 11 am to 4
pm. The gallerist can arrange for other
open times; contact her by call or text
at 250-265-8888. You can also check

Landscape painting of the Nakusp waterfront by Dale Byhre, showing at Studio Connexion in
Nakusp August 19-September 6.

ESTATE SALE August 22 & 23 (9am - 6pm)

Everything MUST go; Including property, (.17
acre flat lot ), with 2001, 2 bedroom 14 x 70
manufactured home, large covered deck and
carport, 24 x 26 shop, garden area, close to
elementary and high schools. “As is” condi-
tion with immediate possession.

1029 Garden Road, Playmor Junction 250-359-7443
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daily posts on Facebook or the website: ~ www.studioconnexiongallery.com.

Painting of an historic sternwheeler by Dale Byhre, showing at Studio Connexion in Nakusp
August 19-September 6.

JULY 29 - AUGUST 16: FRANCINE LANOIE
AUGUST 19 - SEPTEMBER 6: DALE BYHRE

SEPTEMBER 9-27: KENTREE SPEIRS
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CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community
Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the
Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28
overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park — Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites,
18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use
area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come,
first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground — New Denver

250-358-2316

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at $25 / night. 6 sites have water &
30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside
location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat launch, and reflection garden. Pets on
aleash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside campground
has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites.
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@Vvillageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately off of
Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheel-
chair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal
Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-
amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and justa 10
min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. Sites
include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great downtown
location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, shopping and
trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins,
RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat
moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside
your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed
Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade burger, hotdog,
wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a
fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week.

Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo

kaslohotel.com « reservations@kaslohotel.com  250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-353-7716
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

Slocan City Hotel

1-877-756-2262

booking@slocancityhotel.ca

www.slocancityhotel.ca

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a
hidden gem. The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic
building, featuring five unique rooms, including one wheelchair accessible room.
The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill restaurant and music venue.

The Lobby Grill
1-888-366-3420
thelobby.live

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

The Lobby Grill brings you delicious dishes from our signature loaded burger to
the classic flavours of British-style fish and chips, and breakfast favourites. It is
also a lively music venue, hosting national, local, and international talent. Open
daily at Slocan City Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook logo

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside.
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake.
Open year-round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. Open 7 days
a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45.
Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s Golf; Wed.-Men's Night;
Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate tees for the
back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse restaurant serves

delicious food on alicenced patio overlooking the course. No tee times required. 9 holes-$30,
18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.
Fauquier & District Golf Club - Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier fauquiergolfclub@hotmail.com 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 1 min from
Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. Great
for families! 9 holes - $30 18 holes - $45. Power/hand carts and clubs available
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

ERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Abby Wilson, Perry
Haddock, Bryn Stevenson, Delree Dumont, Francine Lanoie, Dale Byhre, Kentree Speirs.
Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or
by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

HIDDEN A&

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver GARDEN =~0
GALLERY

hiddengardengallery.ca helping artists grow

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community gallery
showcases a different regional artist every week, June 2-September 28. The gallery is open
Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our
website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

Langham Gallery

www.thelangham.ca

info@thelangham.ca

250-353-2661

Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public
art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open-year round, gallery hours are Fridays - Mondays
1 pm -4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week from 9 am — 6 pm. Admission by donation.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site - New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment of
Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original internment
buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student or senior, $20/family.
Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10.am -5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New Denver
in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs and fascinating
artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. In the brick building...

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site - Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, beautifully
restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-
2525 for more information.

Nakusp & District Museum

250 265 0015

Nakuspmuseum@gmail.com

92 - 6" Ave, NW, Nakusp, BC

The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the Centennial Building, below
the Library. With over 5000 artifacts, the Museum is an interesting way to spend
some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our beautiful Village.
Open Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm.

The Hours are W, Th, F. 11-3 and Sat 10-2.

Adults $5.00, children 16 and under Free,

Yearly Membership $20.00

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum — Meadow Creek Museum.
Ivhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek.
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history
of ‘the Lardeau.” Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the
museum collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and

places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys.

THINGS TO DO

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Visit The Original VPO Store. Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling
(Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and
New Denver Main Street.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre — Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures - clothing, gear,
accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and lessons. Think
outside...no box required.

Continued on next page
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Greg Utzig joins Kootenay Lake Board of Control

by Jan McMurray

Nelson/Johnsons Landing
resident Greg Utzig has joined the
Kootenay Lake Board of Control.

Greg decided to respond to
the recent call for expressions of
interest to sit on the Board, mostly
because he wants to have a say in
the upcoming review of the Board’s
mandate.

Greg is a conservation ecologist
who has lived in the Kootenay Lake
area for more than 50 years. He has
been attending public meetings of
the Board of Control for several
years because of his keen interest
in the lake.

“I’ve lived here for over 50
years and am intimately involved
with Kootenay Lake,” Greg told the
Valley Voice. 1 own property on the
lake in Johnsons Landing, I kayak
and fish on the lake, and I’ve done a
lot of professional work looking at
the impacts of dams and reservoirs,
and issues of control of the lake.”

The Kootenay Lake Board of
Control was established in 1938 by
the International joint Commission
(IJC), which advises the US and
Canadian governments on issues
regarding transboundary waters.
The role of the Board of Control is
to ensure that FortisBC’s operation
of Corra Linn Dam result in lake
levels that are in compliance with a
1938 1IC Order.

“The 1938 Order is about to
be reviewed, so it’s an opportune
time to have a say,” Greg said. “The
review of the Order over the next
two to three years is very important.”

The current Order needs review
because quite a bit has changed since
1938 — for example, the construction
of Duncan and Libby Dams. Greg
added that fisheries issues and
climate change are other important
considerations for the review.

“There are lots of reasons for
reviewing the Order, and as a public

submitted

Daisy Lamoureux, a graduate of
JV Humpbhries Secondary School in
Kaslo, has been awarded a $50,000
post-secondary scholarship with the
Cmolik Foundation in recognition of her
achievements in overcoming adversity
and excelling in her studies.

“We had over 120 very
accomplished students apply for our
Cmolik Scholarship,” says Dr. Elisa
Carlson, Executive Director of the
Cmolik Foundation. “It was certainly a
difficult decision to narrow down our list
to just 20 final students.”

The selection committee was
impressed with Daisy’s application, her
academic goals, and her future career
aspirations. Daisy is pursuing a degree
in elementary education.

Hannah Lunn, a teacher at JV

representative on the board, I think
it’s important those issues are raised
from the perspective of the people
here around the lake,” Greg said.

A climate change study has been
completed as part of the preliminary
review work, Greg said, and should
be released in the next couple of
months. The board also published an
information paper in 2022 detailing
many of the changes that have taken
place since 1938, and noting the
information gaps and potential areas
for research and study.

The first step in the Order review
is to develop a Plan of Study to
define the timeline, budget and
scope of the review. Greg says they
hope to engage a consultant soon,
and to complete the Plan of Study

by March 2026. The review itself
will likely take at least two to three
years, he said.

The Plan of Study process will
include public meetings, Greg said,
and the feedback gathered will help
inform the review work.

The board has recently doubled
in size to eight members. Previously,
the four board members included
representatives of the US Army
Corps of Engineers, US Geological
Survey, Environment and Climate
Change Canada and the BC Ministry
of the Environment. In June, four
new members were selected to
sit on the board — two Indigenous
members and two public members,
one each from Canada and the US.
Greg is the Canadian public member.

Nelson/Johnsons Landing resident Greg Utzig is one of four new members on the Kootenay
Lake Board of Control, which oversees Kootenay Lake levels and flows.

JV Humphries Secondary student awarded prestigious scholarship

Humphries says, “Daisy is an incredibly
capable young person who has strong
academic focus and deep compassion
for others. Having worked with her since
she was in grade 6, I have witnessed her
tenacity to achieve her goals and better
the community she lives in.”

Daisy tells us, “I plan to become
an outstanding teacher through UVIC’s
Bachelors of Elementary Education
program. I knew that I wanted to
become a teacher because of my strong
passion for helping others, inspiring and
supporting the youth around me.”

The Cmolik Foundation believes
in the power of education to transform
a student’s life journey. In addition to
providing students with the funding to
realize their dreams, the Foundation
provides students with a mentor, a
supportive community of scholarship

peers and alumni, as well as access to
ongoing special events and professional
opportunities. Students become part of
a larger community dedicated to their
post-secondary success.

Daisy Lamoureux of Kaslo is one of only 20 high school
graduates in BC to win a $50,000 Cmolik Scholarship.

Isaac Dekker, watershed stewardship
coordinator for the Lower Kootenay
Band, Nate Jensen, fishery and
wildlife director for the Kootenai
Tribe of Idaho, and Roger Morter,
public member from Bonners Ferry,
Idaho are the other three new board
members.

An article in the IJC’s June
newsletter states: “The addition of
Indigenous members with strong
ecological backgrounds and public

members with backgrounds in
the Idaho agriculture industry and
riparian interests around Kootenay
Lake makes the board well-
positioned to begin a review of its
1938 Order.”

The article also says that
engaging with people who live and
work in the basin is a key piece of
the Plan of Study, and this was one
driver in expanding the board’s
membership.

Kootenay Lake levels

low this year

submitted

Currently, Kootenay Lake
is experiencing low inflows and
lake levels due to above average
temperatures and below average
precipitation in the basin.

During a six-week period starting
in late April 2025, temperatures in the
Kootenay Lake Basin were almost
exclusively well above the long-term
mean and precipitation has been
below the long-term mean. Snow in
the basin began melting earlier than
the median and fully melted earlier.

The International Kootenay Lake
Board of Control is reporting that
Kootenay Lake levels remain in
compliance with the International
Joint Commission’s (IJC) 1938 Order
of Approval, which sets the limit for
maximum lake levels.

Kootenay Lake inflows peaked at
73,700 cubic feet per second (2,087
cubic meters per second) on May 30
and have decreased through the late
spring and early summer, reaching
current, near-historic low flows.
To allow farmers to work in their

fields along the Kootenai River, the
1938 Order specifies that once the
lake elevation falls below 1743.32ft
(531.36 meters), as measured at the
Nelson gauge, it should be held below
this elevation until August 31. On July
2,Kootenay Lake at Nelson dropped
below 1743.32 feet (531.36 meters)
and the lake level will remain below
this elevation until the end of August.
Starting September 1,the Rule Curve
for Kootenay Lake level will increase
to 1,745.32 feet (531.97 meters) as
measured at the Queens Bay gauge
for compliance measurements.

Lake outflows are controlled by
the Corra Linn Dam or by the natural
constriction of the lake at Grohman
Narrows.

For more information: https://
www.ijc.org/en/klbc.

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting

* Weekly Instore Specials
. J

Visitor Information (continued from facing page)

THINGS TO DO
Smiling Otter

Canoe & Kayak Rentals
Slocan BC

250-505-8020
info@nwmexperience.com
www.smilingotter.com

Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe or touring kayak. All safety equipment provided. Single &
multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rent-
als. Locally made quality boats from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats

Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com
rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287

We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet
includes bow riders, pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water toys. Full, half or multiple
days. Flexible rental times, competitive rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!
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submitted by Daniel Rekshan

Dreams and UFOs, now called
UAPs, are often tied together. When
you investigate UFOs, you’ll find
dreams.

Slocan Valley resident Daniel
Rekshan is a researcher bridging
lucid dreaming and UAP Disclosure.
He is hosting a reception and lecture
on August 21, 6-9 pm, in Nelson

‘When Rekshan was researching
UFO sightings in the Slocan Valley
by looking at the National UFO

Reporting Centre (NUFORC) map,
his search began with a few reports
around Nelson about a red and
blue light that piqued his curiosity
because it seemed oddly specific
and not a pattern he knew. Then he
encountered a handful of reports
about satellite-like lights that moved
in formation. He also found a curious
report about recurrent dreams of
UFOs during the experiencer’s
childhood in Trail, BC.

The dreamer in Trail reported

- COMMUNITY I 7/ Valley Voice August 14,2025
What's the deal with UFOs, UAPs, and dreams?

them to NUFORC in response
to another report in Seattle,
Washington about recurrent dreams
of UFOs that matched her own
dreams. The Trail resident reached
out because they wanted other
people to know that they had the
same dream. The Seattle dreamer
reported that an acquaintance had
the same dream, as well. This type
of recurrent dream is so common for
UFO experiencers that it is known to
some UFO researchers as the ‘night
of lights.” In a famous 1991 survey,
UFO abduction researchers found
that 7% of Americans have seen a
UFO and 5% report having vivid

dreams about UFOs.

Why are dreams connected
with UFOs? How can lucid
dreaming give insight about UFO
and alien experiences, now called
UAPs (unidentified anomalous
phenomenon) and NHIs (nonhuman
intelligences)? And, why did
everyone start using different
words for flying saucers and their
occupants?

The reception and free lecture
will address these questions at
SOMA Sound and Events in Nelson,
6-9 pm on August 21. The host,
Daniel Rekshan, a researcher
bridging lucid dreaming and

Toadfest 2025 a success

submitted

The wildfires stayed away, and
the rains encouraged the toadlets to
emerge in strong numbers, indicating
that the local population remains
healthy. Toadfest 2025 was a success!

Toadfest is a free family event,
held on August 6 and 7 this year, at
Summit Lake Provincial Park. It had
to be cancelled in 2023 and 2024 due
to the wildfires.

The western toad is designated
federally as a Species of Special

Concern and Summit Lake is one of
the most important breeding sites in
the province for them. Toadfest is an
opportunity to learn about the toad’s
natural history, life cycle and habitat
needs, learn about other local species
—and save a few toadlets, of course!

More than 300 people attended
Toadfest 2025, and they collected
and transported 256 buckets of
toadlets safely across the highway.
The estimated number of toadlets
saved from having to face the threat

Achild collects western toads in a bucket to take them safely across the highway at Toadfest, August 6 and 7.

UAP Disclosure, is a certified
hypnotherapist and PhD student in
Integral Noetic Science online at
the California Institute for Human
Sciences. He holds a master’s
degree in East-West Psychology
from the California Institute of
Integral Studies and a bachelor’s in
the Classical Liberal Arts from St.
John’s College.

For more information and to
preregister: https://www.dseti.
org/nelson. Reception with light
refreshments at 6 pm; free lecture
at 7 pm. SOMA Sound and Events
is located at 444 Baker Street in
Nelson.

of being squashed on the road was
just under 19,000.

In addition to collecting toadlets,
the attendees took in displays
from numerous local stewardship
groups including Slocan River
Streamkeepers, Arrow Lakes
Environmental Stewardship Society,
Living Lakes Canada, WildSafe
BC, RDCK FireSmart, Kootenay
Community Bat Project, Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
and Elk Root Conservation Society.

Toadfest shirts, donated by the
Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP), were sold by the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society.
More than $1,000 was raised that will
be allocated to future environmental
projects in the local area.

Toadfest was coordinated by
the FWCP, with support from BC
Parks, the Province of BC, Okanagan
Nation Alliance, YRB Kootenay, and

Kids with their buckets of toads and Mr. Toad himself at Toadfest this year.

experience.

through email @

Mountain Valley Gas Station (locally owned & operated
Location in Slocan, BC) has an opening for employment.
Candidates should be mature and available for varied
shifts including evenings/weekends. Position is part-time to
start with opportunities to grow into a full time position with

Must be able to follow directions and have skills required to
work in a fast-paced environment offering many services to
our community. Math skills are required.

Please attach resume, cover letter and references to apply

mountainvalleystation@telus.net

Attention Michelle

or in person to 704 Arlington Road, Slocan BC
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Vendor
financing available. Yours, Dan & Jan.
ENCOUNTERED UFOS OR ALIENS
while awake? What about while dreaming?
You’re not alone! Share your story and
support our research at DSETI.org/report-
dream.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,

flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates
- Email: ndfridaymarket@ gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET:
Local artisans and farmers, live music, kids
zone, great food. Every Saturday in June,
July, and August. 10am -2pm. Expo Park,
Village of Slocan. Everyone Welcome. @
slocansaturdaymarket

JOIN US AT NEW DENVER'’S Hidden
Garden Gallery, supporting emerging
and established local artists. Join with
other artists and paint outside for our
first ‘Plein Air’ week August 11-17, daily
location schedule at hiddengardengallery.
ca, reception Saturday, August 16, 7-9 pm.
Louise Ducharme’s show, “In the Frame”
runs August 19-24, reception Thursday,
August 21, 7-9 pm with music by Gary
and Donna Jean Wright. The Hidden
Garden Gallery is located at 112 Slocan
Avenue, open 10 am-3 pm, Tuesday to
Sunday. For more information, please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

KASLO RACQUET CLUB AGM -
September 3, 6:30 pm at the Kaslo Curling
Club. Please try and attend.
OBSESSED WITH ET/UFO
DISCLOSURE? Ever had alien dreams?
Join us for a free lecture August 21, 6-9 pm,
SOMA, 444 Baker Street, Nelson. SETI.
org/Nelson to RSVP for a free book!

THE ART OF SAFEKEEPING Event
- An Interactive Art Creation and Writing
Experience. August 18, 10 am-2 pm at the
SIFCo Resiliency Centre - 6841 Appledale
Park Road. By donation, all ages and drop
ins are welcome!

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL

SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°, 157, 20°,
24°,40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
REJUVENATE YOURSELF from your
cells’ own intelligence at home and on-the-
go. Holistic strategies, shielding with flower
essences, microminerals. 250-226-7730.
heartofwinlove@gmail.com.

KASLO - TCM PRACTITIONER
Amanda Tubman. Nurturing Wellness
through Traditional Chinese Medicine.
Acupuncture - Herbs - Cupping -
Massage - Gua Sha. 403-763-9227. www.
amandatubman.ca

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.

THE VALLEY VOICE is looking for an
editor/reporter to train with the current
managing editor. Interested candidates are
invited to submit their resume and a cover
letter, and, if applicable, samples of their
work. valleyvoice@valleyvoice ca.

[ HOSPICE ]

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
250-358-7828.

VIOLIN/FIDDLE LESSONS: Nancy
Hawksbee, Bachelor of Music Education
from UMO. Winlaw (will travel). 250-
226-7322 or hawksbee56810@gmail.com.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you
can receive free, confidential support by
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to
your local emergency room for confidential
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES

TL HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing,

siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and
large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email:
fantastichome @gmail.com

FOR INFORMATION ON reverse
mortgages available in your area,
please contact: Bob Urbanovitch,
Mortgage Broker, BCFSA, MB600367,
Reverse Mortgage Pros Inc bob@
reversemortgagepros.ca, 250-487-8170.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing,
alterations, repairs. Including: denim,
leather, canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call:
250-229-4913.

RELIABLE HEALTHY PENSIONER
wants a private, quiet, cozy place to live in
Nakusp, New Denver or Silverton. Please
txt 236-992-8523.

LOOKING FOR LAND STEWARD/
RENTER for acreage in Slocan Valley with
old growth and garden. Small 2-bedroom
house. Contact Lee through valhallataichi@
gmail.com.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer.
Please call 250-299-9841.

WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for
witnesses who used to work for the Village
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

NEW DENVER GLACIER PHOTOS
WANTED to see the change over the years.
We’re working on an article! valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca or 1-833-501-1700.

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
| CONSTRUCTION-HOME-GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 151

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS
DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC
@GMAIL.COM

TSBC LELO21 3780
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Wide Spot:

Women in Black
by Therese DesCamp

There were 20-odd women and
one man, dressed in black, standing
by the side of the highway in silence.

In our hands or around our
necks were signs detailing the
numbers dead in Gaza, in Israel,
in the Ukraine, Syria, Sudan. Signs
about starvation. Signs about war in
general. Signs about what religions
say about justice, and mercy, and
cherishing all beings.

Some of us meditated. Some
composed songs in our heads. Some

just plain endured. Me, I had my
dad’s old rosary, and I recited those
ancient words of comfort over and
over to myself. But what we did
together was an exercise in grieving.
We were recognizing — bringing to
conscious awareness, for ourselves
and anyone who noticed — the sorrow
of our ongoing destruction of life.

I guess you could laugh at the
first line of this article and think
that I really meant to write 20 odd
women. I guess you could say that
a silent vigil by the side of a tiny
highway in the middle of nowhere
is a useless exercise. I guess you
could argue that we were just trying
to make ourselves feel better. And

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

10:00 AM —-9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience

at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca « (250)225-7241

NEw MARrkET Foobs
518 6th Ave  New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Raven’s Nest

Summer Hours:

Monday — Saturday

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday — 10:30 - 3:00

Main Street, New Denver

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

yes, we might be a bit odd, and no,
the bombs aren’t going to magically
stop, and yes, I did feel better.

I guess you could also ask what
the point of grieving is, anyway.

These days, we find ourselves
sitting in a front row seat watching
the starvation of children, nations
capitulating to an unstable
megalomaniac, the seemingly
unstoppable destruction of the
biosphere that sustains us. If you
think this material world and its
self-savaging agenda is the only
reality, then by all means, laugh at
the women in black.

But if you have even a glimmer
of the underlying energetic web of

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

REAL ESTAT

life, if you have an ounce of trust in
the reality that we are inseparable,
interconnected, woven together
— then you know that an hour of
collective silence is not worthless.
You also know what grief makes
possible: it’s the way into depth. If I
tamp down grief, all my feelings go
numb. If Tallow grief, I also allow that
blast of joy that comes from really
experiencing our inseparability.
Because I had my dad’s rosary in
my hands, I prayed to an Indigenous
woman, born in an occupied country,
mother to a child of questionable
legitimacy who was murdered by
the state; she brought to mind all
those other Indigenous women and

Even small ads
get noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Ski Doo, Sea Doo,
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

their starving children. While those
around me prayed in their own way,
we each held the other women in
black — the women mourning all
over all the world —in our hearts. Our
conscious or unconscious work to
keep our hearts open to the difficult
realities of life helps weave an
energetic network of connection.
Strengthens the invisible web of light
holding this world. Roots us together
at a deeper level. Reminds us that we
are not alone.

The willingness to feel my
own, and another’s, grief becomes
a profound doorway into a fully
realized, fully savoured, fully
connected, fully joyful life.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢+ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records ¢ Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
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What's on at the Hidden Garden Gallery August 11 - 24

submitted

A relaxed, creative outdoor
painting experience en plein air is
open to all ages and abilities August
11-17. Each day, the group will meet
at a new location (see hiddengarden.
ca for location list) at noon and
paint until 2 pm. Plein Air painting
helps you connect deeply with your
surroundings by capturing real-life
impressions quickly as lighting and
conditions change. Participants are
invited to the gallery daily between
2:30 and 3 pm to hang their work

CONSTRUCTION

SCRAP METAL
RECYCLING

serving Nakusp

to Silverton to
Ed?ewood

WILL PAY for your COPPER,
ALUMINUM, BRASS

Call/text Sun.-Thurs.
for pick-up 250-265-
7056

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

for a weekend exhibition, viewable
Saturday and Sunday, August 16-17,
from 10 am to 3 pm.

This is a self-guided workshop —
no formal instruction — but artists are
encouraged to learn from one another
or work independently. Use any
medium you prefer but bring your
own supplies. A reception will be
held Saturday, August 17 from 7 to 9
pm with local musician Kate Smyles.

Louise Ducharme has lived in
New Denver since 2011, retiring
from a 22-year teaching career to

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

pursue her artistic passions. She
studied at Emily Carr Institute of Art
and Design, completed a graduate
diploma in Fine Arts Education
at SFU, and took courses through
UBC and the Vancouver Art Gallery.
Louise works in acrylics, inks,
encaustic, cold wax, and oils, often
incorporating texture using collage,
plaster, sand, and limestone. A
member of a winter artist group,
she creates year-round in her home
studio. Her upcoming exhibition,
‘In the Frame,” runs August 19-24.

TUES

It features abstract mixed-media
paintings in vintage frames. Louise’s
reception is Thursday, August 21, 7-9
pm with music by Gary and Donna
Jean Wright.

Did you know 2025 is the Hidden
Garden Gallery’s 25th anniversary?
There will be a show and auction to
raise funds for the gallery at the end
of September. If you’re interested
creating a work of art to donate,
please visit the gallery’s website for
more information.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

located at 112 Slocan Avenue, open
10 am-3 pm, Tuesday to Sunday.
Follow @hiddengardengallery
on Instagram and Facebook
and visit the gallery’s website
hiddengardengallery.ca to find out
more about current and upcoming
exhibits.
Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 150

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts
Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available

Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.

250-551-8605

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
August 8§,
2025

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST
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Local resident takes the Great Cycle Challenge to fight kids cancer

the 1990s, his father’s old bike. Hikirgamndyhsipipgepedpdeaim that
connects to the pedal, but was able td leetGrefixédy cighChatbyngeAisbig
shout-out to Rob Farrell,” he said. ‘datobc Hirfi i & kanle dE oo ndatione
with my fundraiser as soon as pos-sfbledrmdihg goitiaghteothbodrd$”
This is the first time Caleb has ever raised nforglthdn $4 hilleogsirdee
this, and he says he’d like to do merectpiibvam RElpowhite ppostifg
physical activities, I'd love to do meeseafctt fo Hevedpp. ttdajostnlikend

by Jan McMurray
Hills resident Caleb Collier has
joined the Great Cycle Challenge

to raise money for childhood
cancer.
“I’ve been running my whole life,

and I tried cycling at the begin-
ning of the summer and I love
it! So when I found out about the
Great Cycle Challenge, I thought
I might as well sign up and help
people while I'm out there biking,”
Caleb said.

Participants in the Great Cycle
Challenge set their own goal and
try to meet it during the month of
August, keeping track of the num-
ber of kilometres ridden/ of how
many kms they want to ride during
the month of August. Caleb’s goal
is 1,000 kms.

“That’s 33 kilometres a day, but I
was getting burnt out riding every
day with no rest days, so now I'm
trying to do longer rides with rest
days in between,” he said.

Caleb is also working full-time as
an electrician.

You can follow Caleb’s rides on
his Facebook page or on his Great
Cycle Challenge page under the
name Caleb Slemnico. He has
ridden from his home in Hills to
Nakusp and back, Silverton and
back, and hopes to ride to Kaslo
and back. As of Saturday, August
9, he had ridden 340 kilometres
and raised $1,195.

Caleb is riding a Vertex bike from

find a cure for childhood cancer.
Donations to Caleb’s challenge
can be made on his Great Cycle
Challenge page under the name
Caleb Slemnico. A link to the page
can be found on his Facebook
page, under Caleb Collier.

Caleb Collier has a goal of riding 1,000 kilometres this month to raise money for childhood cancer.

Solar array at Fauquier Community Hall

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

A solar array will be installed at
the Faugier Community Hall as part
of the Fauquier Community Hall
Revitalization project.

The Faugier Community Club
is working to create a more energy-
efficient and climate-resilient facility
that can support activities and events,
and provide a safe, comfortable
place during wildfires, heat domes,

extended power outages, and other
climate-related emergencies.

The project will begin this fall,
to be wrapped up by December 31.
Kuby Renewable Energy out of
Kamloops will complete the work.

The project is being funded by
a $14,183.90 grant from the RDCK
Community Works Fund (CWF) and
a Non-Profit SMART Grant from
the Columbia Basin Trust. The total
project cost is $56,735.62.

Galena Trail cable car reopens

submitted

The cable car on the Galena
Trail between New Denver and
Three Forks is now open. The
RDCK announced the reopening on
August 5.

The trail is still closed for a
stretch between the cable car and
the Three Forks trailhead, from 1.6

kilometres west of Three Forks to
600 metres east of the cable car. A
riverbank slough has affected the
current bridge structure. The area
will remain closed until the fall when
the bridge replacement is completed.
The RDCK asks the public to
respect trail closures, signage and
barriers, in the interests of safety.
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by Jan McMurray

There is now a Metal Arts
Guild in the Slocan Valley.
The guild is for people who
work with metal, as well as for
those who would like to learn
more about the metal arts.

Winlaw jewellery and
metal artist Jen McCaw is
the mover and shaker behind
the guild.

“I was in a Metal Arts
Guild in Nova Scotia, and 1
learned so much — it was so
influential in my life,” Jen
said. “So when people here
started asking me for classes,
I decided to start a Slocan
Valley guild.”

The first guild gathering,
a copper etching workshop,
took place on July 27 at the
Threads Guild building.
Twelve people attended, Jen
reports. She and two other
local artists, Jules Delaney
and Ted Seattle, talked about
their work and showed some
of their pieces, and then

workshop participants did
etchings on copper sheets.

Jen says guilds are all
about sharing information,
techniques and skills. She is a
member of the Slocan Valley
Threads Guild, which she says
was also an inspiration for the
Metal Arts Guild.

“Guilds have meetings
and workshops, where
members can learn from each
other. It’s so helpful to have
mentors,” she said.

She notes that there is
demand locally for mentorship
in the metal arts, especially
since Selkirk College shut
down its jewellery program.

Jen has a Bachelor of Fine
Arts in jewellery and metal
smithing from the Nova Scotia
College of Artand Design. She
grew up in Calgary, where her
grandparents were lapidary
artists, hunting for rocks and
cutting them for jewellery. She
had an art gallery in Calgary
and a home studio in Nova

I  COMMUNITY
Metal Arts Guild starts up in the Slocan Valley

Scotia. She lived in Winlaw
and Sproule Creek in her 20s
and decided to come back to
Winlaw 10 years ago.

The copper etching
workshop was funded by
the Osprey Community

Foundation, the Vancouver
Foundation and the
Neighbourhood Small Grants
program (Nelson and area).
For more information
about the guild, email
magslovalley @gmail .com.

U

Contemplative Day @ At the Beach
August 30

Want more information? descamp@widespot.ca

Turner Zion Church

Participants in the first workshop hosted by the new Slocan Valley Metal Arts Guild, held July 27.

NEW DENVER GLACIER
PHOTOS WANTED
to see the change over the
years.
We’re working on an
article!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca or
1-833-501-1700.
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Slocan History Series gets a reboot

submitted

Time travel remains as popular an
idea as ever in fiction, but in reality we
can at least travel backwards in time —
it’s called history! Visitors interested in
the history of the Slocan Lake area can
pick up copies of the Slocan History
Series booklets at various local outlets.
These short booklets are designed to be
read at a single sitting for a quick ‘hit’
of local history. There are nine titles in
the series, so collect them all!

Now the series will get a ‘reboot’
with the reprint of several early titles,
namely Industry and the Good Life
Around Idaho Peak, Beginnings of the

Bosun Ranch and Early New Denver,
written by Henning von Krogh and
edited by Cole Harris. Two titles in
the series — Boom Days in the Slocan
and Mist & Green Leaves —have gone
into two editions (1,000 copies each).
Sinixt in the Slocan has now gone into
three editions (1,500 copies total) and
remains the series’ bestseller.

The series was established in 2014
by the late Cole Harris, Professor
Emeritus of historical geography of
the University of British Columbia,
designed and produced by Sean Arthur
Joyce of Chameleon Fire Editions,
and copy edited by Anne Champagne.

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC
Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC

To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call
www.karinagregory.ca

THE VALLEY VOICE IS
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan

Professor Harris wanted them to be
available to everyone, so the retail price
is only $10 per booklet. Due to the death
of Harris in October 2022, no new titles
are planned. The series will remain in
print, but first editions are likely to
become collector’s items.

It’s every historian’s dream
to stumble across vivid first-hand
reports of history as it unfolds. The
Slocan History Series was born when
Cole Harris discovered unpublished
memoirs of his grandfather Joseph
Colebrook Harris, one of the early
settlers in the New Denver/Silverton
area. JC Harris, born into a prominent,
wealthy Wiltshire family, emigrated
to Canada in the 1890s from England.
With the mining boom in the Slocan,
his idea was to supply mining camps
with locally grown fruit and vegetables.
He underestimated the challenges
of market gardening in a mountain
climate and his business foundered
when mining markets collapsed. But
the Harris Ranch remains to this day a
vital part of both the family legacy and
local history.

It made sense then for the Slocan
History Series to begin with two
volumes excerpted from the JC Harris
memoirs, Boom Days in the Slocan
(No. 1) and Beginnings of the Bosun
Ranch (No. 2). The two are meant to
be read together, and reveal fascinating
glimpses into the rough-and-ready
mining towns that have become today’s
Silverton and New Denver. In one story,
a great bear of an American miner
arrives in New Denver armed to the
teeth. He is told he won’t be allowed
to carry weapons in Canada and must
temporarily give them up to the local
police constable. He angrily refuses,
but the constable politely issues him
with a receipt, promising the full return
of his property when it’s time to cross
back into the US. The miner grudgingly
complies and a potentially violent
confrontation is averted.

Anyone familiar with local mining
history knows the mountains around
Idaho Peak and Red Mountain are

honeycombed with mine shafts and
claims, both worked and unworked. For
a detailed explanation of how mining
in the area fostered the development of
Silverton and New Denver, booklet No.
3, Industry and the Good Life Around
Idaho Peak, is recommended.

Early New Denver, booklet No. 6
in the series, was designed to provide
a condensed version of Henning von
Krogh’s much longer book of the same
name. von Krogh, a member of the
Silvery Slocan Historical Society board,
did extensive research in the New
Denver archives to provide a fascinating
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glimpse into the village’s beginnings.
We see the dirt streets, clapboard houses
and business frontages on the main
street and the proliferation of frontier
hotels on the Slocan Lake waterfront.
Pick up your copies at local
retail outlets: Raven’s Nest, (New
Denver), New Denver Visitor Centre/
Silvery Slocan Museum, New
Denver Pharmacy, Silverton Building
Supplies, Otter Books (Nelson), Nelson
Visitor Centre, and Kaslo Pharmacy,
with new outlets to be announced.
Copies may also be ordered online at
slocanhistoryseries.ca.

RDCK pursues renewed
subdivision servicing bylaw

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay has embarked on a project
to develp a new subdivision servicing
bylaw.

Urban Systems Ltd. was retained
to review the bylaw at the board’s July
meeting at a cost of $97,756. Funds
will come from the Local Government
Housing Initiatives grant.

“Recent and anticipated population
growth and resulting development
pressures have highlighted the need to
comprehensively review the subdivision
servicing requirements in the RDCK’s

rural electoral areas,” reads the staff
report from Planner Stephanie Johnson.

Staff has already identified key
issues in the current bylaw, including
access, potable water provision,
sewerage disposal, safe buildable
areas, and hazard identification. The
review will further identify challenges,
address these issues, and ensure the new
bylaw is up to date with legislation and
best practices.

Implementing a new bylaw — the
current one was adopted in 2011 — will
ensure that new development in the
RDCK is sustainable over the long
term.

Kootenay Childcare Initiative update

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kootenay Employment Services
(KES) is getting ready to launch the
Kootenay Childcare Initiative, thanks
in part to support and a financial
contribution from the RDCK. Londa
Morris, KES’s Director of Program,
sent a letter of thanks to the RDCK
board.

The project aims to strengthen
the childcare sector across the three
Kootenay regional districts — Central
Kootenay, Kootenay Boundary, and
East Kootenay — by recruiting 80
early childhood educators; providing

business coaching to childcare
providers; and running promotional
campaigns to attract new talent. The
initiative builds on research conducted
by Community Futures East Kootenay
and Selkirk Innovates in 2024.

In November, the RDCK board
endorsed KES’s application to the
Rural Economic Diversification and
Infrastructure Program (REDIP)
with a letter of support and $15,000
to go towards REDIP’s required
20% applicant contribution. KES’s
application was successful, and the
program is scheduled to run through
to March 2027.

Beginnings
of the Bosun Ranch

Joseph Colebrook Harris

Slocan History Series

Get your windows on the past
of Slocan Valley’s vibrant history

Collect all 9 booklets at only $10 each
Available at local outlets:

* Raven’s Nest, New Denver
*New Denver Visitor Centre/Museum
« Silverton Building Supplies
+ Sandon Museum
* New Denver Pharmacy
« Otter Books
* Nelson Visitor Centre
OR ORDER ONLINE
slocanstoryseries.ca




