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‘Window to the Past’ exhibit in Sandon now officially open

by Jan McMurray

The grand opening of the
‘Window to the Past’ exhibit about
Japanese Canadian internment in
Sandon during World War II was
held on July 19. The exhibit consists
of four panels in the windows of the
recently completed replica Burns
building next to the Sandon Museum.

The very well attended event
was emceed by Marsh Garrick
Rice, project manager and Sandon
Historical Society board member.

Marilyn James, Autonomous
Sinixt Smum iemand Matriarch,
opened the ceremonies.

“I am ashamed of how Canada
treated the Japanese, the Chinese,
the Black people,” she began, and
told the crowd that “dark things”
happened and continue to happen
“on our watch.”

“This is an ask to not only
witness, but to speak up,” she urged.
“When we start standing up as
individuals against that which we
see, the rivers of hate and racism
begin parting. Until we personally
take it on, it’s never going to stop.”

Marsh spoke about the brief
period between 1942 and 1944
when Sandon served as a Japanese
Canadian internment camp. He said
certain Japanese words and phrases
that are often used when describing
the internment years provide much
insight into the mindset of the
internees: shikata-ga nai (it can’t
be helped), gaman (perseverance;
to endure something unpleasant);
kodomo no tame ni (for the sake
of the children) and ikigai (finding
meaning in everything you do).

Up next was Susanne Tabata,

CEO of the Japanese Canadian
Legacies Society, the funder of the
Sandon project. She said JCLS is
a short-lived society (2020-2027)
with a mandate to deliver programs
and projects that honour Japanese
Canadians. The “Window to the Past’
project was born when a society
representative met with Abi Marsh
of the Sandon Historical Society to
discuss possibilities for a year-round
exhibit in Sandon. JCLS is working
on many projects, including the
maintenance and operation of the
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
in New Denver, a Monument Park in
Victoria with 22,000 names of the
Japanese Canadians displaced in the
1940s, and a web portal with teacher
education resources about Japanese
Canadian history, which is now part
of the Social Studies 10 curriculum.

Aiden McLaren-Caux, Vice-
Chair of the RDCK board, told the
crowd he was pleased to attend the
event on behalf of the RDCK. “This
is a reminder to not allow these
kinds of travesties to happen again,”
he said.

New Denver Mayor Leonard
Casley thanked everyone for coming.
“Let us not forget this and let us not
do it again,” he said.

Marsh concluded the ceremonies
with thanks to the many people
involved. He also mentioned that
reconstruction of the Burns and
Atherton buildings began many years
ago, with Bob Inwood as designer
and Ken Butler as construction
manager. Funding dried up before
the buildings could be completed,
and they sat as empty shells for
quite some time. Finally,in 2021, the
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Sandon Historical Society secured said it was very fitting that Ken
funding to finish them, and Marsh ~ Butler’s son, Ryan, working for

Madden Timber Construction, was
the project manager.

Japanese Canadian Legacies Society representatives Linda Kawamoto Reid (far left) and Susanne Tabata (third from left), Amanda Murphy (first
project manager, second from left) and Sandon Historical Society board members Marsh Garrick-Rice (second project manager), Abi Marsh,
Frank Barnes and Dan Nicholson, at the grand opening of the ‘Window to the Past’ exhibit in Sandon on July 19.

Artist Toru Fujibayashi hosted a closing reception July 18 for his exhibition at the Langham. Though best known for his work as a sculptor, the artist featured
works in a variety of media, including pencil and watercolours. Toru is pictured here with his wife Jan, a constant support during his 50-year career.
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Standing room only for South Beach open house

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The long-awaited open
house regarding the South Beach
development proposal finally took
place on July 21.

Almost four hours of concerns,
clarifications, and conversation
abounded about the future of the
private land — and the community’s
beloved unofficial park.

Mayor Suzan Hewat,
Councillors Matthew Brown, Erika
Bird, and Robert Lang, and Manager
of Strategic Initiatives Ian Dunlop,
were all present to answer questions.
Councillor Molly Leathwood was
unable to attend.

CAO Robert Baker led the
crowd through a brief presentation
of the process to date and next steps
for South Beach, which is staring
down the barrel of an RV park
development proposal by proponent
and landowner Quality Property
Developments.

The 72-site RV park plan has
been met with much opposition,
and some support, from the public.
Since November 2023 — when
the proponent held the first open

MOST COLOURFUL BIRD
Extra cones in birds’ eyes detect UV
light, allowing them to see colours be-
yond our perception. For colours visible
to birds, hummingbirds outdo all other
bird species combined. Their irides-
cence comes from crystalline stacks of
proteins, which bend colour depending
on viewing angle. Vibrant colours are
flashed by males to attract females, and
by both sexes to warn off rivals for food.

house to introduce the project to the
community — council has been trying
to balance advocacy for its residents,
Village business, and the interests of
a private developer.

Council rejected the first
iteration in February. The second
and current proposal would use 10.4
acres of the 15-acre property. A bare
land strata RV park would occupy
six acres, with a maximum of eight
RV sites per acre. Green space, play
areas, and naturalized areas would
fill the rest.

After many pleas for another
open house, council finally decided
to call the meeting, hoping to
dispel misinformation and facilitate
dialogue on the hot-button issue.
Though tense at times, the evening
ended on a grateful note, with
attendees appreciative of the
opportunity to finally have their
voices heard.

Disposition

As of July 25, the Village has
issued its intent to dispose of 5.13
acres of land at South Beach, mostly
in the form of road allowances, to the
landowner. In exchange, the owner
has agreed to sell their land within
the 30-metre riparian area, and give
the Village all the land within 15
metres of the lake’s natural boundary
at no cost.

The land was appraised at
$52,500 per acre by a third party,
unaffiliated with either the Village
or the proponent. The Village would
also receive $269,325 from the
landowner in the transaction.

The sale would solve a messy
situation that the Village has been
in since the 1800s, when a Crown
surveyor divided the land without
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considering the steep topography.
The result is road allowances
that can’t be made into roads,
and awkward parcels that can’t
be accessed without those roads.
Consolidating the allowances with
the main South Beach property
would alleviate the surveying issues,
and open development opportunities
for the landowner.

It doesn’t feel that neat and tidy
to residents, though.

“We’ve had this sense that
council is saying it’s a messy
situation and that they have to cave
to what the developer wants even
though it’s not quite the vision we
have,” said a concerned citizen. “I
think the community is just saying,
‘Wait, that’s not the vision we have!
Maybe there’s another way.” Can we
figure it out before you sell the land
so that we’re not stuck with a whole
other messy situation?”
Purchase and sale

agreement

The way that council will figure
it out is through the purchase and
sale agreement, said CAO Baker.
The agreement outlines terms and
conditions that must be met, by both
the proponent and the Village, before
the land transfer can go through. If
even one condition isn’t met, the
transaction will not be completed.

Acceptance of the purchase and
sale agreement doesn’t guarantee
that the proposed RV park will be
developed either, said Baker.

Council has already identified 20
conditions, some of which include: a
water system review to verify there
is sufficient capacity to serve an RV
park during peak season; Indigenous
consultation; provincial referrals;
new regulatory schemes to govern
the proposed RV park; and detailed
archaeological, environmental, flood
hazard, and sewerage dispersal
assessments performed by qualified
professionals.

As the developer meets the
conditions, they’ll be scrutinized by
a third party. CAO Baker said the
Village has retained one of the best
planning lawyers in the province.

Attendees worried about
potential contamination lingering

from the site’s former life as a
sawmill. Because of its history,
said Baker, the land is subject to the
Environmental Management Act and
its Contaminated Sites Regulation.
Both the landowner and the Village
will need to comply.

The crowd wanted to see a
prohibition on strata.

CAO Baker said that’s one of
the proponent’s few conditions:
they want bare-land strata and
wouldn’t be agreeable to the Village
prohibiting it.

Councillor Bird noted that
provisions could be set in the yet-
to-be-drafted RV park bylaw to limit
the number of RV sites.

Others wanted to see cost-benefit
and risk-benefit analyses to more
fully understand the effect an RV
park could have on the community.

Council liked the idea, but
Councillor Bird said it might be too
early. Right now, the proposal stands
as a 72-site RV park. However, as
conditions of the purchase and sale
agreement are fulfilled, the proposal
will hopefully change, she said; if
performed too soon, the analyses
might be assessing a proposal that’s
no longer relevant.

More still worried about the
property being situated in the
floodplain, the need for affordable
housing, financial liabilities on
taxpayers, and continued public
access.

“How do we go about ensuring
that this community’s future
generations are able to enjoy the
incredible, pristine beauty of that
area as much as possible?”
Public access

Currently, the public is
trespassing on private land.

But when all is said and
done with the purchase and sale
agreement, the Village will own
the 30-metre riverfront setback
that leads to the lake, and all the
land within 15 metres of the lake’s
natural boundary, for unfettered
public access.

Some don’t think this deal is a
good idea.

The transaction between the
Village and the proponent sees the
Village coming out the other side
with less land than it started with.

Members of the South Beach
Working Group spoke to their
idea: instead of selling land, the
Village could rearrange the road
allowances along the river and
lakeshore, resulting in more land
for the public.

Others wondered if the Village
could just leave it status quo.

CAO Baker said the Village can’t
tell the owner that they can’t develop
their property. As well, the issue of
the road allowances would persist.

Referendum

The Valley Voice July 31,2025

There was widespread support
from the crowd for a referendum.
Though expensive — upwards of
$20,000, said Mayor Hewat —
residents offered to come up with
the cash. But would council support
the results of a privately funded
referendum?

Mayor Hewat said council would
need to discuss first, but Councillor
Brown said that, if the referendum
was clear about the will of the
citizens, he would respect that.

Councillor Bird cautioned that
it’s not so easy to come up with a
simple question for the referendum.
Like with the cost-risk-benefit
analyses, the proposal will likely
change as conditions are met, and
the results of a referendum might
be different based on the evolved
proposal.

“I’m not against a referendum;
I’m against doing one too soon,
before we’ve had a chance to flesh out
some kind of compromise situation
that wouldn’t be so terrible,” she
said.

She also grew up in Quebec, and
knows how referendums can tear
communities apart.

One attendee gave a word of
caution.

“A referendum may not go your
way!”

Most of Kaslo isn’t in the room,
he said. Are those who are against
the proposal prepared if the results
are for it?

And if there’s a 50/50 split,
residents have to trust in council’s
decision.

“You voted for us. Some of you
did, some of you didn’t, but everyone
voted for somebody on council,” said
Councillor Brown. “I would like to
believe that you did that because you
trust the judgement of the people
who sit around this table. Many of
you know us from the community
and have grown to trust us enough to
put your vote in us that we will take
your feedback and do what we feel
is best for the community.”

Next steps

The Village has issued the notice
of disposition and the draft road
closure bylaw, which can be viewed
on page 19 of this newspaper, in
person at City Hall or online at kaslo.
ca/p/land-use-development.

The public is welcome to submit
comments via email or written
submission until noon on August 19.

Council will consider the
proposed bylaw during its next
regular meeting on August 26 at 6
pm.

CAO Baker said during the
open house that individuals are
also welcome to submit potential
conditions to be considered by
council for the purchase and sale
agreement.
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submitted by BC Parks

With the passing of the one-
year anniversary of the Nemo
and Mulvey Creek wildfires, BC
Parks is providing updates to
affected residents and businesses
on rehabilitation work underway
in Valhalla Park.

A few more sites were
reopened to recreational day
use and camping on Friday, July
25: Cove Creek, Cory’s Ranch
and Sandy Point (Sandpoint)
lakeshore sites. Mossy Point,
Ben Browns and South Evans
Beaches remain open, as well
as trails to Emerald, Cahill and
Beatrice Lakes. Importantly,
these open areas will continue
to be accessible by vessel only,
as lakeshore trails such as the
Slocan-Evans Trail remain closed
due to significant hazards.

BC Parks urges visitors to
respect closures due to significant
safety risks in closed areas,
including terrain instability,
landslides, falling or shifting
debris and rock, amplified
runoff after rainfall or snowmelt,
concealed ash pits, as well as
significant danger trees and
overhead hazards.

With the passing of the one-
year anniversary of the Nemo
and Mulvey Creek wildfires, BC
Parks is providing updates to
affected residents and businesses
on rehabilitation work underway
in Valhalla Park.

A key step forward
for BC Parks was securing
Disaster Financial Assistance
Arrangement (DFAA) funding
for affected areas. DFAA is a
federal program that provides

financial assistance to provincial
and territorial governments for
response and recovery costs from
large-scale disasters caused by
natural hazards. This March 2025
funding announcement has been
key in tendering contractors for
the rehabilitation of fire guards,
removal of complex danger trees
and stability mitigation.
Assessment and planning in
closed areas have been extensive.
Since September, BC Parks has
evaluated fire impacts on all
trails, campsites, and facilities
to support the DFAA funding
request. Staff have supported a
post-wildfire hazard analysis —
identifying risks like avalanches,
flooding, rockfall, and landslides
— and worked closely with BC
Wildfire Service on fire guard
rehabilitation site visits.

NEWS

Updated advisories and
closures can be found on the
BC Parks website, beparks.ca/
valhalla-park or by contacting
ParkInfo@gov.bc ca.

This photo captures last year’s fire
damage on the Wee Sandy-Sharp
Creek Connector Trail.

as follows:

NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE & PROPERTY LEASE DISPOSITION

Pursuant to sections 24 and 26 of the Community Charter, the Village of Kaslo hereby gives notice
of its intention to provide assistance to a non-profit organization and dispose of Village property

(@)  Lease of municipal property at below market value to the Victorian Hospital of
Kaslo Auxiliary Society (“Tenant”) for the purpose of operating a thrift store.

(b)  The property is civically known as 409 A Avenue, Kaslo, BC (Lot 5, Block 10, District
Lot 208, Nelson Land Title District, Plan 393) as outlined in bold on Schedule A
attached to this Notice.

(c)  The lease term would be for ten (10) years commencing September 1, 2025 with
a lease rate of $1,100.00 per year with 3% increases on the previous year’s rate
for the first five (5) years of the lease, and the rate for the subsequent five (5) year
period shall be set by Council. The Tenant may renew the Lease for a further term
of ten (10) years on the same terms and conditions.

(d)  The market value estimate of the assistance to be provided by the Village is
$11,000 to $14,000 per year, plus a 10-year Permissive Tax Exemption which was
valued at $793.78 in 2024.

This assistance and the property lease disposition are being provided below market value to
support the Victorian Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society’s charitable initiatives and is consistent
with the municipality’s community development goals.

A copy of the proposed lease and related documents may be inspected at the Village Office, 413
Fourth Street, Kaslo, during regular business hours between July 24 — August 19, 2025.

Enquiries related to the proposed disposition should be directed to the Village of Kaslo by email
admin@kaslo.ca or calling 250-353-2311.

|
BC Parks works with contractors to rehabilitate closed Valhalla Park sites

Please consider a voluntary
subscription to the Valley Voice!

https://valleyvoice.ca/donate/

PNW seeds

River floaties
and beach toys

Be fire-prepared. Sprinklers,
hoses, spray nozzles, poly & PVC
pipe to irrigate your property

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Wheelbarrows, wagons

Lawn furniture and
Chairs at reduced prices

Shavings

Fencing, posts,

gates, corral
panels.
Kootenay'’s

Slogger rubber boots &
garden shoes 30% off

Straw Bales $14™
2nd cut Alfalfa Bales §23°%

Drywall & mud, insulation

NEW Sem

largest supplier @pen
g Pp m

Bird food & feeders

Open 9-5:30 Tues-Sat




Open letter to

Premier Eb
Mr. Eby, are you finally ready to
get out of bed with the Americans
and do what people in BC want?
Get rid of daylight savings.
Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Ostrich farm

On January 10, the cull order
was issued by the CFIA against the
ostrich farm. Since then, the ostrich
farm has had the CFIA on the ropes.
What with court cases and appeals
and protesters, the CFIA has had
its tail between its legs. So far, all
they have done is threaten to cull
the herd. By allowing the ostrich
farm to go as long as it has, it has set
a precedent for other farmers who
may not want to cull their flocks or
herds. The CFIA can’t even enforce

a quarantine.
I am fed up with both sides!
Ron Heppner
Edgewood

Buy local

The friendly (a little overweight)
guy from the TV commercial
who tries to communicate with a
Canadian loon (the bird, not the
loonie) convinced us to travel the 55
kilometres to the local supermarket.
Finding a parking place among all
the red licence plates was quite a
challenge, and inside the store, it
felt like Boxing Day: the small lanes
were crowded with tourists and
shop helpers who tried to restock
shelves. We had our eyes on sockeye
salmon for Friday dinner but were
told the fish would come the next
day, on Saturday. So, what about a

sunny afternoon with coffee and a
croissant? The shop lady had some
problem understanding our wish,
but when we showed her the empty
shelf, she explained the bakery was
running late and the croissants would
come in the afternoon. So we decided
to go for bratwurst and sauerkraut
dinner and luckily bound a bottle of
Jaegermeister in the liquor store to
swallow it down.
Horst Haenschen
Fauquier

StellerVista
strike

I am angry. The employees
of StellerVista Credit Union in
Castlegar and Slocan Park have been
on strike for over two months. They
are doing so because management
refuses to adequately address issues
such as seniority, union security,
language, hours of work and benefits
rollback.

When I approached the board of
directors in May with these concerns,
I was told that my “message has
been heard clearly and is taken very
seriously.” Two days ago, workers
on the picket line expressed their
frustration with the slow pace of
negotiations and also that board
members had not made an effort to
visit the picket line to listen to their
concerns. How can this be? We are
apeople’s credit union and not some
gigantic corporate entity where
employees are completely isolated
from management.

What is more disturbing is the
fact that the workers of Heritage
Credit Union were told that their
rights would be respected once the
merger with Cranbrook took place.

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.

Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
‘We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not

necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

OPINION

That is the main reason that I and
other members supported this move.
However, shortly thereafter half the
staff in Castlegar quit and a few
months later we have a strike.
T'urge all members of StellerVista
Credit Union to contact our board
of directors for a quick resolution to
this conflict.
Alex Atamanenko
Castlegar

Selling public
land for an RV
Park?

On July 21, about 150 area
residents attended the Kaslo Village
council’s first genuine public meeting
to inform and receive feedback
regarding the South Beach RV
Park proposal. It was well run and
generously allowed to continue
beyond the posted adjournment time.

Having spent more than three
years quietly planning what it would
take to approve the RV Park, the
council is proposing to sell 5.13
acres of Village land to the developer
for about one-third of the assessed
per-acre value of an adjacent lot he
already owns. For that and many
other reasons, the attendees who
spoke at the meeting opposed the RV
Park proposal.

The big question now is if the
council will consider it has fulfilled its
obligation to inform the community
and proceed to sell public land for the
RV Park without knowing whether a
majority of Village taxpayers agree.
Alternatives have been proposed that
involve trading of Village land — but
no net sale — to allow the developer
to improve his existing property.
But so far, the Village council has
expressed interest only in facilitating
the RV Park.

Expect to see a legal
announcement of the proposed sale
of Village land soon.

Don Scarlett
Kaslo

Talking tough is

easy
Our Premier, David Eby is

talking tough on trade with the US,
urging Canadians to refrain from
spending their money south of the
border.

Meanwhile, BC forests are being
cut to provide raw logs, which they
refer to as ‘unmanufactured timber,’
to the US in ever increasing amounts,
prompting investors to spend their
money to set up mills in the States
to turn them into ‘manufactured
lumber.’

Canada has been negotiating
HARD for 30 years to get a softwood
lumber deal for us, yet we have
never once even threatened to stop
cutting our forests to provide jobs
for Americans. After all, raw logs
are not subject to tariffs. Exporting
raw logs requires a provincial permit,
and federal approval. Talking tough
is easy... acting tough is too hard for
our political leadership.

I love this province and this
country. The CBC has a contest to
choose the best symbol for BC. The
bald eagle is on the list. I guess we
might just as well go for that one, eh?
It is time to stop suckholing.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

The real
breaking point
isn’t Canada -
it's the people

It’s tempting to point to tariffs,
inflation, or political overreach and
say: “Canada is at a breaking
point.” But that’s only part of the
truth.

The deeper truth is this: It’s the
people who are breaking.

The country — the land, the
systems, the borders — will endure
in some form. But the spirit of the
people is under siege. And that’s the
real crisis.

New US tariffs, rising as high
as 125%, are being applied to
everything from steel and food
ingredients to manufactured goods.
These will crush Canadian small
businesses, farmers, and independent
builders already fighting to stay alive.
But tariffs are not the root issue.
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The real issue is that people are
being systematically disempowered
and replaced — economically,
psychologically, and spiritually.

For decades, our energy — our
time, labor, and creativity — has been
converted into currency, which is
then taxed, inflated, and weaponized.
The result? We work harder, own
less, and live with growing anxiety.
Our value has been reduced to digits
in a digital ledger.

Worse still, we 're being told we 're
no longer necessary. Automation, Al,
and robotic infrastructure are not
being designed to serve us — they’re
being designed to replace us. The
message is clear: our humanity is a
liability to the system.

And yet, most comply.

Out of fear, fatigue, or
indoctrination, many continue
feeding the very machine that drains
them. They submit to digital IDs,
rising costs, tighter restrictions, and
the erosion of rights, convinced it’s
all for their safety.

But this moment calls for
something different.

They are throwing the people
to the wolves. But wolves don't kill
everything — they often leave the
strongest to learn, rise, and return.

So the question is no longer “Can
Canada survive?” The question is:
Will the people remember who they
are before it’s too late?

Will we rise again as sovereign
beings — with systems of currency,
trust, and community rooted in soul
and value — or will we be absorbed
into a world that no longer needs us?

This is the final frontier. Not
a border war. Not a trade war. But
a war on human spirit. And the
breaking point is here. Not in policy
— but in the hearts of the people.

It’s time to reclaim our worth,
withdraw our energy from false
systems, and invest it in something
real —our families, our land, our trust,
our vision.

Because if the people fall, the
country follows. But if the people
rise, we create something far greater
than Canada as it stands today. We
build something worthy of who we
really are.

Teri Wallace and
Peter Carson

Silverton
Dear VV
readers re:
Mount Polle

I'am supporting the Xatsull First
Nation as a BC citizen concerned
about the expansion of the failed

Imperial Metals Mount Polley
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

tailings pond dam. In 2014, CBC
radio interviewed the Mount Polley
foreman responsible for overseeing
the stability of the Imperial Metals
tailings pond dam. He complained
how the BC government and Imperial
Metals weren’t heeding his warnings
about the dam being in danger of
collapsing.

The poorly designed tailings
pond was built on a weak foundation
of glacial silt lacustrine.

Deaf to his warnings, the
Province allowed Imperial Metals
to raise the tailings pond dam by
over 40 metres — about the height
of a 12-storey building.

Twenty-five million cubic
metres of contaminated water,
tonnes of heavy metals releasing
lead, cadmium and arsenic and
mine waste burst into Mount Polley
Lake, Hazeltine Creek and Quesnel
Lake — poisoning waters essential
to salmon spawning and juvenile
rearing, poisoning drinking and
irrigation water, and destroying local
livelihoods.

The largest environmental
mining disaster in BC history was
caused by a sloppy dam foundation
and governmental and industrial
deaf ears. The entire ecosystem
from inland to ocean went hungry,
the salmon spawning grounds were
destroyed for the quick profit of
investors and government handouts.

Now, 11 years later, the Xatsall
communities say the contamination
impacts still continue to affect their
territory and way of life.

No Christy Clark BC Liberal
governmental charges were laid
against the Imperial Metals Mount
Polley Mining operation. Only after
10 years of ecosystem decimation
and endurance, the 2024 Liberal
federal prosecutors, not the BC
government, approved 15 charges
with fines ranging from $500,000
to $6 million under the Fisheries
Act against Imperial Metals Mount
Polley Mining Corporation, and
engineering firm Wood Canada Ltd.

However, many
recommendations from the
Mount Polley disaster remain
unimplemented, despite Brazil and
Chile banning such tailing pond
structures after similar major failures.

In the near future, without
any BC governmental Indigenous
consultation or environmental
assessment, the Imperial Metals
Mount Polley Mining Corporation
intends to raise the dam height
again on the bandaged Mount Polley
tailings pond by a further 13 metres,
thanks to the BC NDP fast-tracking
mining approvals!
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The BC NDPformally recognized
the legality of the UNDRIPA in 2019.
Will they honour their legal and
moral obligation to ensure that short-
term industrial decisions do not have
long-term negative consequences
for generations to come despite
their ‘fast-tracking’ of Bill C-4 and
Bill C-5?

The Mount Polley preventable
tailings pond collapse tells us that
neither our environment nor us
living dependently in our healthy
ecosystem are a top government
priority.

I fully support the northern BC
Xatsall First Nation’s request of the
BC NDP court for an injunction to
prevent the Imperial Metals mining
company from depositing any new
mining waste into the expanded
section of the Mount Polley tailings
pond facility until a full judicial
review is complete.

Accountability, transparency and
a proper environmental assessment
process is required that properly
consults the affected First Nation
territories, as is required by BC’s
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act.

Please email these BC NDP
Ministers: WLRS .Minister@gov.
bc.ca, ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca,
IRR Minister@gov.bc.ca, MCM.
Minister@gov.bc.ca to let them
know of your concern and support.

In solidarity,

Susan Eyre

Sirdar
Elbows up?

The LNG project in Kitimat
cost over $40 billion, took over
a decade to build, faced massive
delays, environmental concerns, and
Indigenous protest.

We were told this would be a
jobs bonanza and economic boost. In
reality, most of the employment was
temporary construction work, and
most of the profits will flow overseas
to foreign multinationals like Shell,
Petronas, and PetroChina.

British Columbians can’t even
use natural gas in new homes thanks
to provincial climate policies, yet
we’re shipping it across the Pacific
so Asia can burn carbon while we pat
ourselves on the back for exporting
cleaner fossil fuels? BC people get
to heat their homes with expensive
electricity; BC rates have gone up
30% in 10 years! Premier Eby is a
costly hypocrite climate fool.

No one is talking about when
this project will actually pay off.
LNG prices are soft — Asia’s demand
is shifting to renewables and nuclear.
When LNG prices drop from low
demand, any profit margins will

evaporate. It will take about 20 years
to break even on this project, if LNG
prices hold. Around 3,400 tanker
sailings will happen in 20 years. It is
almost inevitable some disaster will
occur, especially with the climate
being hot and unpredictable. Storms
are more powerful and massive now.

There are no international
precedents for a major LNG spill
in a confined fjord during a storm —
yet the NDP will allow 170 tankers
a year through one of the planet’s
most ecologically rich, narrow, and
remote marine corridors. Unlike
oil, LNG won’t leave an oil slick.
A leak can instantly vaporize
into a massive, highly flammable
gas cloud. In storm conditions,
emergency response would be
all but impossible. The risk isn’t
hypothetical, it’s just a matter of
time. A tanker can hold about 72,000
tons of LNG per voyage — and it
would expand about 600 times in
volume if it vaporized back into gas.

Methane is cooled to -162°C
into a liquid form for transport. If
spilled, LNG does not form an oil
slick. Instead, it quickly evaporates
and turns into gas. Tankers are huge,
up to 300 metres long, but Douglas
Channel is narrow, with complex
coastal geography. A storm means
high winds, poor visibility, and
rough seas — the worst possible
conditions for navigation or
emergency response. On contact
with water, LNG rapidly boils
off, creating a large, cold methane
gas cloud. Methane is extremely
flammable. If the gas cloud reaches
an ignition source, even a spark,
it could cause a massive fire or
explosion. A large gas cloud
could displace oxygen, causing
suffocation in low lying areas like
Kitimat. LNG is cryogenic and a
leak could cause severe freezing
damage to the vessel, crew, and
marine life.

If anything goes wrong, from
a spill to an LNG price crash, BC
taxpayers will be left holding the
debt bag (again). The only thing
guaranteed is environmental risk,
increased carbon emissions, and the
illusion of progress.

I have family in Kitimat and
I am concerned for their safety.
This LNG project is a fantastic
deal for Asia. For BC, the risks are
high and the return on investment
may not even happen. BC has to
work smarter if we’re going to
survive in this new trade world.
Energy is moving toward nuclear
and renewables — not fossil fuels,
Premier Eby. Stop greenwashing
BC’s future. Right now, we look

reckless on the world stage.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Justitia, Roman
Goddess of
Divine Justice

Justitia symbolizes a moral
force and balance, blind to authority,
wealth, power and status, weighing
competing claims and evidence.
Justitia has been recognized as
representative of how our justice
system is supposed to work. In the
ostrich case, Justice Russel Zin in his
actions has turned away from a moral
force and balance. He has recognized
only authority, power and status.
Claims and evidence have no place
or importance in his court.

Biochemist Kary Mullis,
developer of the PCR test, stated
these tests cannot detect free
infectious viruses at all. A positive
PCR test means nothing. But officials
claim the PCR test is proof of a tested
subject having an infectious virus.
I'm compelled to believe evidence
should be of utmost importance,
allowed at all times.

Comment was made that the
CFIA reps did not show much
compassion while at the farm. I
question the bio-corporation’s claims
that they love their pet ostriches.
Where was the bio-corp three years
plus ago, when they turned the
ostriches into victims of a stolen
innocence, forcing them into
becoming guinea pigs/lab rats when
they injected COVID-19 into them.

A bio-operation should be
under the strictest quarantine. A
double fence being called a safe
research facility protocol is absurd.
Any competent bio-research, if
there is such a thing, is done in an
extremely quarantined facility so no
contaminant can get in or out. Hazmat
suits are used. It is claimed viruses
can be spread by touch or respiration.
Itis claimed a single millilitre droplet
of human lung exhalant contains
1,000 more viruses than necessary
to infection in an unfortunate soul
who may inhale that miniscule bit of
moisture. It is also claimed viruses
in the microscopic droplets exhaled
could remain suspended in the air,
drifting for days. That doesn’t take
into account fecal waste or other by
way of shedding. From what I’ve
seen in the press, the bio-operation
has no comprehension of quarantine.

Democracy is supposed to be a
government of the people. Democracy
is supposed to be a government by
the people. Democracy is supposed
to be a government for the people.

God-given laws, common law, in
this situation it could be said is law
of, by and for the people. As such,
the people have participated in this
whole affair. It is stated that many
have camped at the farm for weeks.
May Days weekend, they had a big
party and claimed about 200 people
attended. The whole affair has made
a mockery of COVID-19 and the
avian flu. If there was any validity
to the claims of either one, all of BC
and beyond would be buried deep
in COVID-19, avian flu and God
knows what else. This shows there’s
no need to fear COVID-19 and avian
flu, as the powers that be tried to
convince us.

The ostriches should get the
reprieve we all want them to get.
The bio-corporation should show the
care and love, empathy they wanted
to see from the CFIA reps. Give
the ostriches their lives back. Close
down the bio-corporation and show
the world you care. The kiddie zoo
looks like the way you should go.
Truth should set them all free. The
prevailing truth should also revert
the $15,000 award for costs to the
CFIA. The ongoing activities at the
farm prove their claim that the threat
of avian flu is false. On that note,
I hope the world is watching, and
taking note.

Blaine Bennett

Kaslo
The tide...
whose tide?

Remember The Field, a movie
a while back with a famous actor,
that took place in Ireland, where a
farmer watched his cows starting to
stampede in the direction of a cliff?
His son ran in front of the herd but
was driven off the cliff, and they
all smashed over and crazy died on
the shore below. The father raced
down and we see him on the beach,
bellowing, like the mad cows did,
like the son did, to the oncoming
waves of the tide, “GO BACK!
STOP! GO BACK!”

It’s no lie that I feel a little crazy
like that these days. The Tide, whose
tide? The cell phone technology
tide? The out-of-control ‘too-hard-
to-change-things-now’ tide? Hey,
can we just not stampede in a wrong
direction in the first place?

‘Giving in’ is ‘giving up’ and
that’s not okay. Who uses Tide
anymore anyway? Ho ho.

Daphne Fields
Slocan
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Accessible trail network plan hopes to Connect Nakusp

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Connect Nakusp, an active
transportation network plan, is
ready to get moving. The document
introduces an accessible trail network
to make it safer, easier, and more
enjoyable to use active transportation
(AT) in and around the Village.

Council approved the plan
during its July 14 meeting, after a
presentation from Hugh Watt, owner
and CEO of True North Forestry
Consulting.

“Nakusp and area have the
basic building blocks of an active
transportation trail network that, if
improved, could become much more
embedded in people’s lifestyles,
and lead to more participation,
community and individual health and
happiness, and community pride,”
said Watt.

AT is any means of human-
powered transportation, such as
walking, bicycles, scooters, e-bikes,
snowshoes, cross-country skis, and
mobility aids. The project takes stock
of existing trails, designs new ones,
and makes plans for reconstructing
others.

True North completed field
work, drew from local knowledge,
and went through a consultation
process to solve as many issues as
possible, said Watt. As well, it was
inspired by the many conceptual
plans that have been developed over
the years.

“We wanted to bring all
comments and consultation [from
those plans] forward, so that it
wasn’t forgotten, so that people’s
observations at the time were
remembered and considered through
the lens of today,” said Watt. “It
represents a major step — going from

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

a concept to reality.”

The end result is a tactical 110-
page plan, “very tailored” to the
village, with 20 different trails and
pathways. The plan follows universal
design principles to accommodate all
ages and abilities. Where unfeasible
due to topography or other factors,
improvements trend as much as
possible towards this ideal.

The plan aims to improve
46 kilometres of infrastructure —
15 kilometres of existing trails,
and 31 kilometres overlaying
or accompanying roads. It also
proposes 5.1 kilometres of new
trails, all culminating in a complete
AT network.

Watt hopes the trails will be
safe, convenient, efficient, and fun,
taking away the fear and encouraging
people to make AT part of their
lifestyles.

Each proposed trail is divided
into segments with comprehensive,
shovel-ready plans that can be
implemented as funding becomes
available, and according to
community priorities.

Though costly up front — over
$4 million for all 20 — building good
infrastructure from the get-go means
long-lasting, reliable trails, and lower
maintenance fees in the long-term,
said Watt.

The project will be ongoing; the
Village can take as long as it needs to
bring it to fruition. The plan can also
change over time to adapt to shifting
community needs.

Some improvements include a
crosswalk and pathway at 8th Avenue;
neighbourhood street connections;
extending the waterfront trail to the
beach; highway shoulder bike paths;
and a West Kuskanax River loop.

The benefits of the network
are many, said Watt. Using AT
more frequently improves physical
and mental health, and makes the
community more self-sufficient and
resilient. It builds efficient access to
Village destinations, and connects
the town to natural spaces.

“That in itself is a major draw for
Nakusp: you can sit in a nice Village
café and look out at nature, but it
doesn’t take long to connect to it.”

As well, less vehicle use means
less greenhouse gas emissions,
promoting a cleaner environment.

The Village hired True North
Forestry Consulting to complete the

plan. It was funded by the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
Active Transportation Network
Planning grant, the Nakusp and Area

Community Forest Legacy Fund,
RDCK Area K funding, Village staff
assistance, and in-kind contributions
from True North.

The plan can be viewed on the
Village’s website at nakusp.com/
municipal-services/parks-recreation/
parks-trails.

Burton Historical Cemetery included in community heritage register

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A unique cemetery in a small
Kootenay settlement is being officially
recognized as a site of historical,
cultural, spiritual, and recreational
value.

The Burton Historical Cemetery —
the settlement’s very first — was added
to the RDCK’s Community Heritage
Register.

The cemetery is located on the
shoreline of Lower Arrow Lake,
marking one end of the Burton Walkway
— a one-kilometre trail leading to the
Burton Historical Park Campground.

Established in 1923 by the Women’s
Institute of Burton, the cemetery is one
of 10 others that was affected by the
flooding of the reservoir in 1967 for
the Hugh Keenleyside dam. When the
Burton community was expropriated
and relocated, the cemetery was
encased.

“Our cemetery may be one of
the only — if not the only — remaining
landscape features of the original
Burton townsite,” Liz Gillis, a member
of Friends of the Burton Walkway, told
the Valley Voice. “It wasn’t moved. It
wasn’t torn down or burnt. It is in the
place that it always has been.” The
Friends are caretakers of the walkway
and the cemetery.

In 2022/23, archivist Kyle Kusch
of the Arrow Lakes Historical Society
and some volunteers prepared a detailed
report on the history of the cemetery.
Records indicate that there are 97 burial
plots, including five Sinixt individuals.

“The people that are buried there
really made massive contributions to
our community, and the whole area,”
said Gillis. “We all feel they deserve
awareness and respect, and we hope that
by bringing some attention to this area,
and beautifying it, that can happen.”

Of the 10 cemeteries impacted
by the flooding, it remains the most
accessible and maintained.

“We feel we have a role to play
in bringing awareness to the fact that
there are other historic cemeteries
along the lake, that probably are
very much overgrown because the
communities they belong to are no
longer functioning.”

Gillis and the Friends uncovered the
neglected cemetery in 2021 during an
annual clean-up of the walkway. Ever
since, they’ve been maintaining the site,
uncovering its history, and designing
signs to build awareness.

Thanks to 2025 ReDi grant funding,
two new signs will be installed this fall,
delineating the sites of the cemetery.
Gillis said they hope to create signs that
list all the individuals buried there, as
well as some interpretive ones.

She thanked RDCK Area K
Director Teresa Weatherhead for all
her encouragement and help throughout

the process of applying for the register.
Weatherhead gave them the support
they needed to keep going.

RDCK’s Community Heritage
Register is an official list of historic
places that have been identified as having
heritage value or character. The register
aims to raise awareness of community
history and to equip property owners
with relevant information to support
decision-making.

The research document on the
Burton Historical Cemetery is available
on the community’s website: burtonbc.
ca/friends-of-the-burton-walkway.

Harvest Share is back in New
Denver area for another season

submitted

Summer is here, fruit is ripening,
bears are out, and Harvest Share is
gearing up for another busy season of
picking fruit, reducing human-wildlife
conflicts, and increasing community
awareness-and food self-reliance.

Harvest Share coordinates local
fruit picking to keep people and bears
safe. Volunteer pickers are matched
with fruit tree owners and the harvest
is shared. Harvest Share organizes
educational events on fruit tree care,
food preservation, and attractant
management. And, the organization
also loans temporary electric fencing
and coordinates with other community
groups on human-wildlife coexistence.

If you are a fruit tree owner who
needs help with your trees, or you know

of ‘wild’ trees that could be adopted for
care, or you are interested in picking
local fruit, please get in touch with Nicky,
who is back for another year as Harvest
Share’s Coordinator. Nicky Blackshaw
can be reached at ndharvestshare@
gmail.com or 250-505-8057.

After operating with a steering
committee for 17 years, Harvest Share
transitioned to become ‘Harvest Share
& Bear Aware Society’ in February 2025
to better reflect the increasing demand
for the group’s services to benefit both
people and wildlife.

Harvest Share & Bear Aware is
supported by the RDCK ReDi grant
initiative through the Villages of New
Denver and Silverton and Area H, and
the Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation
Initiative.

Toadfest returns to Summit Lake

August 6 and 7

submitted

You’re invited to Toadfest at
Summit Lake Provincial Park near
Nakusp on Wednesday, August 6
from 4 to 7 pm and Thursday, August
7 from 9 am to noon.

Toadfest is a free family event,
raising awareness about the western
toad, which is designated federally
as a Species of Special Concern.
Toadfest is held at Summit Lake —
an important breeding site for the
toads —and is an opportunity to learn
about the toad’s natural history, life
cycle and habitat needs, and to see
other local amphibians, snakes, and
insects.

Come to enjoy kids’ activities
and visit displays and exhibits.
Toadfest is the only place where
you can purchase Toadfest T-shirts
— with all proceeds going to local
conservation projects.

There are three migrations of
western toads during the year, and
Toadfest is planned to coincide with

the small, dime-sized toadlets leaving
the lake for upland habitat. If toadlets
are present during the event, you can
collect them and carry them safely
across the road. Please don’t move
the toadlets outside of Toadfest.

Toadfest is coordinated by the
Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP), with support
from BC Parks, the Province of BC,
Okanagan Nation Alliance, YRB
Kootenay, and many volunteers.

For more information, visit fwcp.
ca/events/toadfest.html. Toadfest
has been cancelled due to wildfires
for the past two years, so please
check this page for any updates or
cancellation notices before travelling.
Parking is limited so please carpool.

The FWCP is a partnership
between BC Hydro, the Province of
BC, Fisheries and Oceans Canada,
First Nations, and public interest
holders to conserve and enhance fish
and wildlife in watersheds impacted
by BC Hydro dams.
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by Corrina Mae

The Slocan Integral Forestry
Cooperative (SIFCo) hosted an
open house at its Resiliency Centre
at Appledale Hall on Sunday, July
21. The event attracted many local
residents, who enjoyed great food
and live music while learning about
the importance of building resiliency
in our local communities.

“The event was a huge success,”
said Dustin East, SIFCo’s Resiliency
Events Coordinator. “We estimate 45
people came to the open house and
there were over 90 in the hall for the
concert.”

The open house was an
opportunity for the community
to learn and ask questions about
SIFCo’s history and environmental
work over the past couple of decades.
Several employees and members
were on hand to answer questions
about the community forest’s integral
forestry practices, Community
Wildfire Protection Plan, mapping
work with Living Lakes Canada,
and overall work towards developing

B COMMUNITY
Open house held at SIFCo Resiliency Centre

community resiliency.

Dustin says SIFCo has been
an innovative community forest,
working to preserve ecosystems and
prevent wildfires, and the Resiliency
Centre is another prime example
of SIFCo’s innovative work. The
centre is the first of its kind in British
Columbia and is intended to act as a
model for other communities in the
province.

“We are paving the path to
community resiliency,” said Dustin.

Every great event includes great
food and music, which is exactly
what SIFCo’s open house delivered
to their guests. Talishack Kitchens’
“Wok-Pop’ was set up all evening
to serve a variety of delicious stir-
fried dishes. And during the last
hour of the event, the Awakeneers,
a contemporary folk band from
Vancouver Island, inspired the
audience with a delightful acoustic
concert.

As SIFCo’s Resiliency Events
Coordinator, Dustin is eager to
continue hosting community

gatherings based out of the resiliency
centre. “My goal is to create a
thriving multicultural centre that can
be enjoyed by all ages,” he explains.
“We want to keep exploring what
resiliency means to the community.”

Appledale Hall on Hwy 6
operates as SIFCo’s Resiliency
Centre under a 2022 agreement
between SIFCo and the Appledale
Hall Progressive Association. Both
organizations share the vision of a
community resiliency centre.

All community members are
invited and encouraged to utilize the
centre. It is a year-round community
resource — a community hall with a
focus on activities that strengthen
community connection, and during
emergencies, it is open to the public.
Also, the centre is conveniently
located beside the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail and Slocan River. Members
of the SIFCo team recently cleared
a path from the centre to the river,
so the centre can now be a place
for floaters to start or end their float
down the river.

I

PHOTO CREDIT: CORRINA MAE

The SIFCo team feels very
positive about the future impact that
the resiliency centre will have on
our community. “The energy was
buzzing as people asked questions,
made community connections and

we ended with a full dance floor —a
true sign of cultural resiliency in the
Slocan Valley!” said Dustin.

For more information about how
to book the hall, visit www.sifco.ca/
resiliencybookings.

Michelle Griffiths from SIFCo’s Slocan Valley Wildfire Resiliency Program (SVWRP) answers
questions at the recent open house at the SIFCo Resiliency Centre.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446,
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; corkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesdays thru Sundays, 3-9 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly dining and casual
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.joneshoysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo * 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Open: 3-9 pm. Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel,
tackle, fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery

The best in Summer 25 eco fashion is here! From Victoria's Leka Design, a women-owned
small business that tumns sustainable linen fabrics into gorgeous creations, we have a fine
selection of cool tops, pants, tunics and dresses * We've expanded our collection of colourful
sun dresses from River Goddess, whose timeless and feminine cotton dresses and skirts are
perfect for summer! « More ladies bamboo clothing is here from Abaka, including new colours in
the always popular Julliette tee + Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am -5 pm, Sunday 10:30- 3

pm * Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! * 250-358-2178 « Facebook &
Instagram + RavensNestBC.com ¢
Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products,
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store

A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca

Caravan Company Goods

Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com

Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC

Alittle store with a big heart! New women'’s seasonal fashions, curated sec-
ond hand clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more.
We have something for everyone!

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing & Much More!! 250-355-2211,
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Lardeau locals pull together to remove almost 200 kilos of invasives

submitted

A community weed pull event
at Lardeau Regional Park on
July 22 was co-organized by the
RDCK Parks team and Lardeau
local Marlene Johnston. Despite a
steady drizzle, spirits stayed high
among the nearly dozen people who
participated, including a few eager
little ones, to tackle invasive plants
like spotted knapweed, St. John’s
wort, and white sweet clover. The
group collected over a dozen large
bags, removing almost 200 kilos of
invasives from the landscape. Rain
or shine, it was one of the most
rewarding days of the season.

Spotted knapweed might look
harmless, even pretty, but it’s a bully
in disguise. It releases phytotoxic
compounds from its roots that block

Nakusp council,

by Rachael Lesosky, Local

Journalism Initiative reporter
Residents are required to

manage combustible materials and

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

MIRROR LAKE
WATER USERS
COMMUNITY

Boil Water Advisory for all
users. Inform renters and
guests until further notice.

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

neighbouring native plants and
reduce species diversity. It creates
seed banks that last years and limit
habitat health. It’s especially hard on
pollinators, pushing out nectar-rich
wildflowers that species like bees,
butterflies, and hummingbirds rely
on. By removing knapweed, we’re
not just weeding — we’re making
space for native plants to reclaim
their role in the local food web.

A welcome guest —a garter snake
— was spotted coiled quietly nearby
at the event. Garter snakes are great
indicators of healthy ecosystems.
They feed on slugs, small rodents,
and insects and their presence signals
balanced biodiversity. The return of
native grasses and wildflowers also
supports the insects and amphibians
that garter snakes rely on.

growth on their private properties.

Under the updated Good
Neighbour Bylaw, owners or
occupiers of private property must
dispose of accumulated dry leaves,
dead vegetation, wood, paper,
plastics, fabrics, flammable liquids,
chemicals, and other combustibles.
These materials can ignite and burn
when exposed to flame or a heat
source; accumulation and improper
storage increases the danger of fires
and wildfires.

The bylaw allows the CAO,
fire chief, or FireSmart coordinator
to determine when a private
property poses a hazard, and to
issue notice for it to be cleaned
up. The Village may ticket owners
or occupiers who do not comply.
Further contraventions may lead to
remedial action.

Councillor Dolly Edwards
noted that many residents heat their
homes with wood. CAO Wayne
Robinson assured that the Village
won'’t target properly stored wood
piles. They’re only a concern when
poorly kept — for example when
surrounded by tall, dry grasses.

Council gave three readings to
the amended bylaw during the July
14 regular meeting, and adopted it
during a special meeting on July 22
— just in time for fire season.
Veteran memorial

crosswalk

To honour the memory of
Canadian veterans, the Village
will investigate the potential of a
memorial crosswalk at 8th Avenue
NW and Broadway Street, leading
to the cenotaph.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik said that
Harvey Truax, president of the
Nakusp Legion, brought the idea
forward.

The crosswalk would provide a
visible tribute, improve pedestrian
safety, and enhance community
engagement. Staff will look into the

The event wasn’t just about
removing invasives. It was also
about building relationships between
neighbours, between species,
between people and place.

“Huge thanks to everyone
who came out and got their hands
dirty,” says Genevieve Bergeron of
the RDCK. “Your energy rippled
far beyond what’s visible. As one
restoration ecologist said in a podcast
I recently listened to, success in this
work isn’t about perfect landscapes;
it’s about process, patience, and
participation. This week in Lardeau,
we had all three.”

There will be more weed pulls at
Lardeau Regional Park, on August
6 and September 10 at 9:30 am. All
ages are welcome. Gloves and a plant
for your garden will be provided.

feasibility, cost, and design options,
including potential funding sources
and public consultation options.
Stormwater management
plan

The Village is facing challenges
with its stormwater infrastructure
— street runoff has caused damage
during intense rainfalls — and is
looking into funding opportunities
to develop a management plan.

While traditional stormwater
management uses pipes and
drains, many municipalities are
shifting to ‘integrated stormwater
management’ or ‘green
infrastructure.” These approaches
mimic natural hydrological
processes using features like rain
gardens, permeable pavements, and
bioswales. These techniques slow
water flow, filter contaminants, and
recharge groundwater.

These systems require careful
planning and adequate funding
to adopt and maintain. Since the
Village lacks a comprehensive
stormwater management plan, and
its existing infrastructure needs
renewal, it’s a good time to take
the first steps towards a modernized
plan that could include green
infrastructure.

The Village will apply for
$100,000 from the Columbia Basin
Trust Climate Adapted Community
Spaces Program, and $10,000
from the Province’s Infrastructure
Planning Grant Program. It will
also apply for other grants, as they
become available.

If funding is received, planning
work could begin in 2026.
Recreation Master Plan

The Village will proceed with
developing a Recreation Master
Plan, after receiving an extension
on some grant funding. The plan
will focus on ways to improve and
promote recreation in the Village,

This group of people from Lardeau pulled 10 bags of invasive weeds at Lardeau Regional Park on July 22.

particularly at the Nakusp and
District Sports Complex.

In 2023, the Village received
$157,704 from the Capacity
Funding for Local Government
Housing Initiatives (LGHI)
program. Some was used to
update the zoning and subdivision
development standards bylaw, but
there is $127,000 leftover.

The funds must be spent by the
end of 2025. Since the Recreation
Master Plan likely won’t be finished
in time, the Province granted the
Village an extension.

Any remaining LGHI funds will
go towards the Connect Nakusp
Active Transportation Network Plan
and the Waterfront Master Plan.
Municipal protected
areas

BC Nature representatives
Andrew Tate and Molly Tilden gave
a presentation on the Municipal
Protected Areas Program (MPAP).

The program was designed to
encourage local governments to
register biodiverse municipally-
owned lands in the Canadian
Protected and Conserved Areas
Database (CPCAD).

Inspired by the United Nations
agreement to halt and reverse
global biodiversity loss, Canada
and BC have made the ‘30 by 30’
commitment to protect 30% of land
and water by 2030.

“The goal of [CPCAD]
registration is for Canada to know
where it stands with its amount
of protected land,” said Tate.
“The blind spot right now is local
government land: Canada doesn’t
have an accurate number of how
much municipal land is protected.”

Tate said the land around the
Nakusp hot springs is a candidate
for the database.

As of 2024, 13.8% of Canada’s
terrestrial areas (Iland and freshwater)
and 15.5% of its marine territories

July 14: Bylaw update prohibits accumulation of combustible materials

are protected. As for BC, 19.9% of
the land base is protected, said Tate.

MPAP is a collaborative
initiative of BC Nature, Wildlands
League, Nature Canada, Alliance of
Canadian Land Trusts, and Ontario
Nature. It is funded by Environment
and Climate Change Canada.

BC Nature is a federation of
56 local nature clubs. It works to
protect nature, and educate decision
makers and the public on the natural
history of BC.

Hot springs reservations

The hot springs reservation
policy was updated to promote
respectful bookings and
cancellations.

Payment for a reservation is now
due on the day of booking, rather
than on the day of arrival.

Cancellations must be made
14 days (instead of seven) before
arrival to receive a full refund, less a
$25 cancellation fee. Cancellations
made between seven and 13 days
before arrival will receive a 50%
refund, less the $25 fee. No-show
guests, or those who do not cancel
within six days, will not receive a
refund.

The policy applies even in the
event of adverse weather conditions
or power outages.

Squash court access

Paid members of the squash
program may soon be allowed out-
of-hours access to the court, after
staff conducted a promising risk
assessment.

The assessment identified four
hazards of unsupervised use, but
if the Village’s risk management
policy is followed, the community
benefit outweighs the hazards.

Council received the assessment
for information. If approved, Village
staff will inform all current paid
squash members, and update the
membership sign-up form.
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Adoor hanger has been delivered
to homes in the New Denver-
Silverton area as part of a research
project of the New Denver and
Area Housing Society. Residents
are encouraged to complete the
brief online survey described on
the hanger. There is one survey for
homeowners and one for renters.

“We’re exploring ways to create
more-rental housing in the area, and
residents can really help by filling
out the survey,” says Kathy Hartman,
vice-president of the society. “The
link and QR code are on the door
hangers, and the surveys take less
than five minutes to complete. And,
you can win a prize!”

The survey is also available at
www.ndahs.org under the ‘More...’
tab (https://www.ndahs.org/
futureprojects.html)

If the survey results show enough
interest from local homeowners
in renting out part or all of their
home, the society will look at
providing services such as vetting
tenants, helping with the lease and
other contracts, performing regular
property inspections, arranging for
repairs, and helping with conflict
resolution.

“Essentially, we’re considering
becoming a non-profit property
management organization,” Hartman
said. “We know a lot of people don’t
want the hassle of being a landlord,
so we may be willing to take on that
role. The first step is to get robust
survey results.”

Hartman says there are many
benefits to homeowners of renting
their homes. Good tenants will make
sure the house and property are
maintained, and they also provide
security, she says, all while providing
the homeowner with some income.
Opening up rental houses/suites in
the area is also of great benefit to
the community, as it would create
opportunities for people to move here

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

NN COMMUNITY
New Denver Housing Society exploring ways to create rental housing

and contribute to the local economy,
society and culture.

“We look forward to delving into
this non-profit property management
idea further, and a good response to
the survey is a crucial first step,”
Hartman says. “We really hope
community members see the value
in taking a few minutes to do this
survey.”

The New Denver and Area
Housing Society received a grant
from the Community Housing
Transformation Centre to develop
a strategy to create affordable rental
housing in the North Slocan Valley.
The society hired Beth Oldham of
BC Rural Development Consultants
to assist with the project. Oldham
developed the surveys in consultation

What's on at the Hidden Garden
Gallery July 29-August 10

submitted

Lynn Stevens is a Salmon Arm-based
artist who calls her signature style of
expression “liquid artistry.” Her abstract
photography captures the raw energy,
fluid motion and emotional beauty of
water. Each image is created using only
natural light, with no filters or digital
colour enhancements. Lynn has been
exploring photography for nearly 30
years, blending self-teaching with formal
training. Her award-winning work has
been featured in magazines and shown
throughout galleries in BC, including a
recent exhibit at the Vernon Public Art
Gallery.

Lynn shows photographs July
29-August 3 for her exhibit “The Poetry
of Water.” She’ll share her inspiration and
give insight into her work at her reception
with a brief artist’s talk, followed by
music by Jeremy Down and Paul
‘Garbanzo’ Gibbons’ band, Curvesand,
Saturday, August 2 from 7 to 9 pm.

Leanne Fulton is a New-Denver
based oil painter whose love of Kootenay
landscapes fuels her show ‘As Far as
the Eye Can See.” Inspired by the effect

of the environment on our creativity
and wrestling with the effect of human
activity on the environment, Leanne
believes landscape painting may be more
important now than ever as areminder of
what’s at stake.

Incorporating human figures into
some of her painted environments is a
creative evolution that inspires the works
she’ll show August 5-10. An opening
reception featuring protest songs by
Foghorn Lil will be held Tuesday, August
5 from 7to 9 pm.

Did you know 2025 is the Hidden
Garden Gallery’s 25th anniversary? The
society is planning a show and auction
to raise funds for the gallery at the end of
September. If you're interested creating
a work of art to donate, please visit the
gallery’s website for more information.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is
located at 112 Slocan Avenue, open 10
am to 3 pm Tuesday to Sunday.

Follow @hiddengardengallery on
Instagram and Facebook and visit the
gallery’s website hiddengardengallery.
ca to find out more about current and
upcoming exhibits.

with the society board. Oldham has
also looked into funding sources
and criteria for housing projects,
and is currently looking at potential
changes to local bylaws to facilitate
secondary suites, carriage homes and
tiny homes. She has also researched
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the costs involved in purchasing and
renovating homes in the area.

The recent Housing Needs
Report says New Denver may need
238 new homes and Silverton may
need 208 new homes over the next
two decades.

Asher Martin delivers for the NDAHS.

The public is invited to review and comment on the Kaslo &
District Community Forest Society (KDCFS) Forest Operations
Map. The Map shows proposed cut block and road develop-
ment. The three year validity period upon which this FOM
may be relied upon to apply for a cutting permit or road permit

commences August 31, 2025.

The public viewing and comment period is from July 31, 2025
— August 31, 2025. This is the period in which comments on

the FOM will be received.

The Map is available for public review and comment online at:
http://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects

Comments can also be emailed to manager@kaslocommuni-
tyforest.org, or mailed to Box 789, Kaslo, BC VOG 1MO.

The Map is also available for in-person review and comment by
appointment only, at the KDCFS Managers office, 198 Isaacs
Road, Kaslo, BC, Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Phone 250-354-9803 for an appointment.
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The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts
Guild (ALFA Guild) presents its
first-ever exhibit as part of the
annual Columbia Basin Culture
Tour August 9 and 10 at the Nakusp
Arena Auditorium, 200 8th Ave
NW, from 10 am to 4 pm each
day. Admission is free, and all are
welcome. The Culture Tour is a

self-guided event that celebrates the
rich artistic talent of the Columbia
Basin region.

The exhibit will feature work
by over 20 local and regional
artists and artisans from Nakusp
and surrounding communities.
Visitors can explore a vibrant cross-
section of the visual arts — from
painting, drawing, and photography

COMMUNITY I
ALFA Guild to host vibrant exhibit during Columbia Basin Culture Tour

to sculpture and thoughtfully crafted
artisan pieces. Styles range from
realism and portraiture to abstract
and mixed media, using a wide
array of techniques and materials.
Alongside the visual art, the exhibit
also includes literary contributions,
offering yet another dimension of
creative expression.

Together, these works reflect the
diversity and spirit of our creative

community, with artists at various
stages of their journeys — from
first-time exhibitors to experienced
makers.

In addition to the exhibit, guests
can enjoy refreshments and explore
their own creativity in a ‘doodle
table’ — an interactive space open
to all ages.

Founded in 2001, ALFA Guild
is a local non-profit dedicated to
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fostering and promoting the visual
arts in the Arrow Lakes area. The
Guild is currently transforming a
former forestry warehouse into a
vibrant community art gallery and
workshop space, set to offer even
more artistic opportunities in the
near future.

This event is sponsored in part
by RDCK, Selkirk Realty, and the
West Kootenay Arts Council.

Studio Connexion features Francine Lanoie’s ‘Summer Musings’

submitted

Artist Francine Lanoie will be the
featured artist for the fifth exhibition
of the Summer Series at Studio
Connexion in Nakusp. Coinciding
with the Columbia Basin Culture Tour,
Lanoie’s beautiful art show is titled
‘Summer Musings’ and runs from July
29 to August 16.

The opening reception is on
Friday, August 1 from 5 to 7 pm.
Come meet and greet Francine, and
view her new works.

Originally from the centre of
Québec, Francine resides and works
in her studio in Revelstoke. She is
self-taught and has been mentored
by artists David Langevin, Alicia
Tourmey, Jane Monteith to name a
few. She has participated in several
group shows, including at the gallery
of the Federation of Canadian Artists
in Vancouver. Some of her paintings

have been juried. She is a Signature
Member of the Federation and has
been painting for more than 40 years.

Studio Connexion was a wonderful
discovery for Lanoie, who met gallerist
Anne Béliveau through a friend. She
said she was very impressed with the
quality of the artists that Anne selects
and was honoured to be asked for a
solo exhibition.

Her exhibition at Studio
Connexion expresses her joy for her
favourite season: summer. She says
“the playfulness of abundant light is

just pure magic for me and I try to
capture it best I can.” She says she
loves the challenges light presents.
Walk-in hours are 11 am to 4 pm,
Tuesday to Saturday. Other times
can be arranged by contacting the
gallerist: calling or texting 250-265-
8888. Studio Connexion Art Gallery
is located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW,
just two-and-a-half short blocks
from Broadway Street in beautiful
Nakusp. Check the daily posts on
Facebook and the updated website:
www.studioconnexiongallery.com.

Studio Connexion in Nakusp features Francine Lanoie’s first solo exhibit, ‘Summer Musings,’
July 29-August 16.

Spirit Canoe Open House at Elk
Root, September 6

submitted

Elk Root Conservation (ERC)
has announced that it will be hosting
an open house at its farm in Vallican
on September 6 to celebrate the
opening of the Spirit Canoe Art
Exhibit. The Spirit Canoe was created
in the ERC Native Plant Educational
Demonstration Garden by Indigenous
artist Dr. Shawn Brigman, owner of
Salishan Sturgeon Nose Canoes.

Exhibit construction began in
April and has been in progress
throughout the summer. The Spirit
Canoe has been hand-made by Dr.
Brigman from live plant materials,
such as red osier dogwood. It will
be displayed in ERC’s Native Plant

Educational Demonstration Garden
and over time will be surrounded by
beautiful native plants and form part
of the landscape.

This event will be an opportunity
for community members to visit
ERC’s demonstration farm and
experience the art exhibit for
themselves. Along with being able
to enjoy seeing the Spirit Canoe,
the event will include food vendors,
certified organic vegetables and fruit
for sale grown from ERC’s market
garden, local artisans, and guided
tours of the farm by donation.

Entry to this event will be free of
charge, to ensure that it is accessible
to all community members.
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submitted by Nakusp Public Library
Rest up on the BC Day long
weekend, because the following
Saturday, August 9, will be jam-
packed with happy, fun goodness
in Nakusp.
The Nakusp Library is holding

BN COMMUNITY
Annual book sale and more at the Nakusp Library

its annual book sale, and once again
there will be an excellent selection
to browse through this year. While
at the Centennial Building, be sure
to stop by the Nakusp and District
Museum, and check out the Arrow
Lakes Historical Society.

Summer Reading Club is still
going strong at the library, with
activities for children 5-8 years old
and their parents on Tuesdays 1-2
pm and activities for responsible
children 9-12 years of age on
Wednesdays 1-2 pm. Soon the

Slocan Lake Golf Club prevails in Kootenay Ryder Tournament

submitted

The Slocan Lake Golf Club
team brought home the Kootenay
Ryder Cup in this year’s competition
against teams from Nakusp, Kaslo
and Valley View Golf Clubs. The
Cup is now on display at the Slocan
Lake Clubhouse in New Denver
until next year’s competition.

This year’s event was held at
the Kaslo Golf Course on June 20.

Twenty-four participants battled
through the rain. One participant
trailered his private power cart.
Kaslo golfers used private carts,
and Kaslo Golf Club’s rental cart
fleet was well used by visitors. The
Kaslo Clubhouse provided a warm,
dry refuge after 18 holes.

The Ryder format included six
holes of alternate shot, six holes
of best score, and six holes of

scramble.

This event was organized by Jim
Vanderby of Nakusp with assistance
from Kaslo Club host, Director
Andy Tyers.

The entry fee for this tournament
was $10, with proceeds going to the
winning team’s charity of choice.
The Slocan Lake Club chose to
donate the $200 in proceeds to the
New Denver Hospice Society.

The team from the Slocan Lake Golf Club brought home the Kootenay Ryder Cup this year: Brad Raymond, Gary Musil,
Todd Smith, Todd Allen, Lloyd Bazay. Roger Smith is missing from the photo.

Region-wide community planning project redefined

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The RDCK’s Regional and Local
Community Needs Project is up and
running again, after a pause to rethink
the approach.

The underlying goal remains the
same: analyzing growth management to
better understand how the RDCK can
meet its residents’ needs and support
sustainable growth in the region.

But in contrast to the region-wide
strategy outlined in the original scope, the
new approach identifies ‘fringe planning
areas’ to better hone in on the diverse
needs of the region.

“In essence, the proposed
reimagined scope has been designed
not as a rigid template for rural areas,
but rather a flexible framework that will
be adapted to meet the specific needs
and characteristics of each community,”
reads Planner Stephanie Johnson’s
report to the RDCK board at its July 17
meeting.

The project is funded by the UBCM
Complete Communities program, which
supports regional growth management
planning via the Complete Communities

methodology — analyzing areas to focus
growth in the region that are socially,
economically, and environmentally
sustainable for generations to come.

The project was already well
underway when RDCK staff asked the
consultant, Licker Geospatial Consulting,
to pause its work in February. Many rural
directors were expressing concern that
the Complete Communities approach
was too urban.

“It became increasingly clear that
the original scope lacked focus on locally
relevant context and priorities, which
further uncovered challenges with the
complete communities methodology,”
said Johnson. “Staff are well aware that
rural residents may have unique needs
related to housing, agriculture, and
access to essential services that may
not be adequately addressed by a rigid
complete communities approach.”

Taking time to pause helped staff
and the consultants realign the project
to better encompass the character of
the region — low-density, dispersed
settlements — and meet the objectives
of the Complete Communities program.

The result is fringe planning case

study assessments. These areas lie on
the edge of the jurisdictional boundary
of municipalities and electoral areas.
Study areas include Greater Nakusp
(the Village and Area K), Greater Slocan
(Area H), Greater Kaslo (Area D), as
well as Greater Castlegar (Areas I and
J), Creston (Areas A, B, and C), Nelson
(Areas E and F), and Salmo (Area G).
But based on feedback from directors at
the Rural Affairs Committee meeting on
July 16, these areas may grow as needed
to ensure they encompass relevant hot
spots.

“This includes variations by growth
area to address the unique and diverse
nature of each case study area, while
also addressing the needs of the region
at large,” said Johnson.

The project will result in graphic-
based geospatial mapping identifying
potential areas for growth, and evidence-
based recommendations for future
regional planning efforts.

The budget is $234,922 including
GST. The original completion date
was this April, but with the pause and
updated scope it’s now set to finish in
winter 2026.

season wrap-up party will be upon
us! Be sure to collect stickers for
your reading trackers in time for
the big celebrations on August 19
and 20.

The Culture Tour is also taking
place at several locations in Nakusp,
so be sure to check out what’s
happening at the galleries in town
and the arena. And did you know the
library displays art by local artists?
If you’d like to show your art, send
the library an email or call during
our open hours.

Even before the big event, there
is the BYOBook Book Club on
Friday, August 8 at 10 am. Come
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review your recent reads and hear
about what other people are reading
— no reading of the same book
required!

As the summer comes to a close,
the library is planning events into
the fall, including a talk by former
Nakuspian Roderick McGillis who
will be reading from his recent
memoir Lost Innocence: The Growth
of an Academic’s Mind. Terry Nelson
will also be giving a Big Tree talk
this fall. Both reading dates are to
be determined, so be sure to check
the library website for details (www.
nakusplibrary.ca) and sign up for the
library email newsletter.
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CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community
Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the
Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28
overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park — Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites,
18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use
area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come,
first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground — New Denver

250-358-2316

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at $25 / night. 6 sites have water &
30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside
location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat launch, and reflection garden. Pets on
aleash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside campground
has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites.
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@Vvillageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately off of
Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheel-
chair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal
Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-
amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and justa 10
min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. Sites
include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great downtown
location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, shopping and
trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins,
RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat
moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside
your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed
Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade burger, hotdog,
wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a
fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week.

Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo

kaslohotel.com « reservations@kaslohotel.com  250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-353-7716
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

Slocan City Hotel

1-877-756-2262

booking@slocancityhotel.ca

www.slocancityhotel.ca

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a
hidden gem. The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic
building, featuring five unique rooms, including one wheelchair accessible room.
The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill restaurant and music venue.

The Lobby Grill
1-888-366-3420
thelobby.live

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

The Lobby Grill brings you delicious dishes from our signature loaded burger to
the classic flavours of British-style fish and chips, and breakfast favourites. It is
also a lively music venue, hosting national, local, and international talent. Open
daily at Slocan City Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook logo

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside.
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake.
Open year-round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. Open 7 days
a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45.
Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s Golf; Wed.-Men's Night;
Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate tees for the
back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse restaurant serves
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delicious food on alicenced patio overlooking the course. No tee times required. 9 holes-$30,
18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.
Fauquier & District Golf Club - Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier fauquiergolfclub@hotmail.com 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 1 min from
Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. Great
for families! 9 holes - $30 18 holes - $45. Power/hand carts and clubs available
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

ERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Abby Wilson, Perry
Haddock, Bryn Stevenson, Delree Dumont, Francine Lanoie, Dale Byhre, Kentree Speirs.
Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or
by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

HIDDEN A&

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver GARDEN =~0
GALLERY

hiddengardengallery.ca helping artists grow

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community gallery
showcases a different regional artist every week, June 2-September 28. The gallery is open
Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our
website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

Langham Gallery

www.thelangham.ca

info@thelangham.ca

250-353-2661

Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public
art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open-year round, gallery hours are Fridays - Mondays
1 pm -4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week from 9 am — 6 pm. Admission by donation.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site - New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment of
Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original internment
buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student or senior, $20/family.
Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10.am -5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New Denver
in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs and fascinating
artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. In the brick building...

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site - Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, beautifully
restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-
2525 for more information.

Nakusp & District Museum

250 265 0015

Nakuspmuseum@gmail.com

92 - 6" Ave, NW, Nakusp, BC

The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the Centennial Building, below
the Library. With over 5000 artifacts, the Museum is an interesting way to spend
some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our beautiful Village.
Open Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm.

The Hours are W, Th, F. 11-3 and Sat 10-2.

Adults $5.00, children 16 and under Free,

Yearly Membership $20.00

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum — Meadow Creek Museum.
Ivhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek.
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history
of ‘the Lardeau.” Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the
museum collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and

places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys.

THINGS TO DO

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Visit The Original VPO Store. Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling
(Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and
New Denver Main Street.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre — Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures - clothing, gear,
accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and lessons. Think
outside...no box required.

Continued on next page
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Joni L'Heureux was appointed as the
Village’s new Director of Finance and
Corporate Services.

“We led an extensive search in order
to find the right candidate,” said CAO
Robert Baker in a press release. “Mrs.
L’Heureax’s strong financial leadership
and deep understanding of municipal
operations make her an excellent fit for
this role.”

L’Heureux comes to Kaslo after
serving as the Chief Financial Officer
and Corporate Administrator for the
District of Lillooet, where she led
budget optimization, corporate planning,
and interdepartmental collaboration
initiatives.

In her new role for the Village, she
will oversee financial planning and
reporting, communications, legislative
services, and information technology.

“We’re excited to welcome someone
who not only has talents, but who will
help shape the culture of our organization
and be a part of our community,” said
Baker.

L'Heureux’s leadership will be
instrumental in supporting council’s
vision, and aligning municipal operations
with the community’s priorities.

She will be joined by her husband
and two dogs, one of whom is her
steadfast office companion and a
candidate for Kaslo’s newest office
mascot.

Hazey Days parking

Restaurants are required to provide
off-street parking — one space per five
seats —but the owner of 331 Front Street
was granted a development variance
permit to reduce the necessary stalls
to zero.

The owner would like to build an
outdoor patio for Hazey Daze Parlour,
and a second storey deck, on the east
side of the 1896 building. As per the
bylaw, the new seating would require
the owner to offer three off-street parking
spaces. Though there are parking spaces
available on the property, they re already
in use by the residential units in the
building. Another bylaw imposes a fee
of $5,000 for each parking space not
provided.

The Hazey Daze Parlour is primarily
atake-out restaurant, making the demand
for off-street parking less imperative
than for traditional restaurants. Lack
of off-street parking is also common in
downtown Kaslo, so council approved
the variance.

Grants for arena, City Hall,
Kemball

The Village will apply to the
RDCK’s Community Development
(CD) grant program for three projects:
$20,000 for Kaslo & District Arena
upgrades; $30,000 for a fresh coat of
paint at City Hall and audio-visual
equipment for council chambers; and
$40,000 for renovations at the Kemball
Memorial Centre.
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Arena upgrades include a new
heating, cooling, and ventilation system
for the upstairs lounge area — which will
support a future commercial kitchen
— and a backup power generator. The
total project cost in the 2025 budget
is $237,590, to be funded by CBT’s
Community Readiness program, surplus,
and reserves.

City Hall upgrades are budgeted
at $90,000, with painting coming in at
$72.820 plus $8,000 for exterior repairs.
The new audio-visual equipment has
already been installed, offering crisp
audio and video for online attendees of
council meetings. $60,000 of the project
cost will come from reserves.

A new HVAC system, fire
suppression, bathrooms, and electrical
work are all underway at the Kemball
Memorial Centre. The budget for 2025
is $1,316,041, with funds coming from
the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program, CBT’s Basin Charge Up
program, surplus, and reserves.

The Community Development grant
program is funded by grants-in-lieu of
taxes from BC Crown corporations.
Funds are allocated to each municipality
and electoral area in the RDCK. The
Village is eligible for 3.48% of the total
annual grant-in-lieu.

FireSmart

The Village was successful in its
application to the UBCM Community
Resiliency Investment (CRI) FireSmart
Community Funding and Supports
program.

The grant offers $400,000 over two
years, ending July 2027, for FireSmart
programming and activities. It is funded
by the Ministry of Forests.

Council remuneration task
force

The Village will issue a call for
membership for a Council Remuneration
Task Force. The task force will provide
an independent, objective review of
current mayor and council remuneration,
benefits, and expense policies. It will
then recommend a fair and transparent
compensation package, to come into
effect for the next office term in 2026.

The task force will be comprised
of three members: one representative
from the Chamber of Commerce, one
from a community association, and one
member at large.

Permissive tax exemption
policy

Council approved a permissive tax
exemption policy.

Permissive tax exemptions are
provided to eligible properties that
contribute to the community’s well-
being and quality of life. Council grants
exemptions at its discretion.

Under the policy, council may
designate all, or a portion, of land or
improvements as exempt from municipal,
regional district, and other provincial
agency taxes; impose conditions on
organizations receiving an exemption;
and impose penalties on exempted

organizations for breaching conditions.
Non-profit organizations, as well
as places of worship, private schools,
and hospitals not granted a statutory tax
exemption, may apply. Applicants must
comply with the eligibility criteria and
submit a comprehensive application.
An exemption may be permitted
for up to five years. Once granted,
organizations must submit short renewal
applications for the remaining years of

the exemption. The renewal application
ensures that ownership and use of
property has not changed.
Jazz Fest requests

Council granted several requests
from the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society for the
upcoming 2025 Jazz Fest.

Portions of Kaslo Bay Road will
be closed to non-event traffic from 8
am on July 30 until 8 am on August 4.
The closure will prevent access to the

public boat launch, but organizers have
secured an alternate launch for use during
the event.

From August 1 to 3, Kaslo Bay Park
hours will be extended, and amplified
music will be permitted, until midnight.

The society was also granted a
license of occupation to use South Beach
for camping from July 31 to August 4,
and will charged a daily land use fee of
$30 per day.

Kaslo wildfire-fighting drone initiative ‘ready to fly’

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

This fall, the team behind a wildfire
response initiative based in Kaslo hopes
to begin drone deployments across BC’s
lightning zones to fight fires — not with toxic
red chemicals, but with precision-targeted,
biodegradable pods.

StormShieldDrones Inc., the platform’s
fabrication and flight arm, is ready to deploy
both fixed-wing and quadcopter drones
to suppress wildfires in remote terrain,
particularly in the minutes after lightning
strikes.

“Our systems are meant to catch
fires early — when they’re still small and
can be stopped,” says Hamish Shaw,
founder of ZTHER SHIELD, the regional
public-cooperative platform behind the
project. “The drones drop capsules filled
with biodegradable fire retardant, fire-
start sensors, or seed blends for post-
burn ecological recovery — all of them
biodegradable.”

The systems have been built and tested
locally in the Kootenays, Shaw reports,
in collaboration with expert millwright
Bill Crookshanks and other small
fabrication shops. Shaw says they’re now
fully operational and awaiting regulatory
permission for flights across provincial,
Indigenous, and park lands.

“The goal is to fly missions within
minutes of a lightning strike,” says Shaw.
“Using satellite heat signatures and fire
models, the drones can reach ignition points
far faster than helicopters or trucks — and
deliver pinpoint capsules to stop a fire
before it spreads.”

Instead of the bright red, ammonium-
based slurry used by many aerial drops, the
capsules use starch gels and native gum
binders to deliver water and micronutrient-
enhanced retardant that clings to fine fuels
and tree bark, Shaw explains. The drones
can also carry seed pods for post-fire
stabilization and regeneration using native
plant blends selected by local communities.

“In early trials and simulations, we
believe this system could intercept 80-90%
of ignition events long before full-scale
suppression efforts are even launched,”
says Shaw.

A new wildfire model for BC

Rather than sell suppression as a
service, ATHER SHIELD proposes a
different model: a Crown—-Cooperative
structure that supports fabrication, research,
training, and field response across regions
— but rooted in communities themselves.

“In simple terms, it’s not just a private
company, and it’s not another government

agency,” explains Shaw. “It’s a scalable
public-cooperative infrastructure that can
include Indigenous guardians, community
responders, wildfire agencies, and climate
scientists — all with shared oversight.”

The system also allows communities
to choose capsule contents that reflect their
priorities — whether that means ammonium
phosphate (used by BC Wildfire), eco-gel
retardants, or even native seed blends
post-burn.

The hope is to create a wildfire
response platform that is trusted by local
communities and First Nations — one that
doesn’t poison soil, rivers, or wildlife.

Investment and readiness

More than $775,000 in capital and
tools have already been invested by Shaw
and his team, including drones, comms
systems, capsule molds, satellite-tracking
infrastructure, and on-site fabrication tools.

“We’re not trying to win contracts —
we’re trying to change the structure,” says
Shaw. “The cost of wildfires is exploding.
People are displaced. Landscapes are lost.
We're ready to fly now, but need official
permission to cross jurisdictions.”

The platform is currently being pitched
to federal research and innovation programs,
including NSERC (Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council) and NRC
IRAP (Industrial Research Assistance
Program), which support applied field-

testing and private-academic R&D. The
team is also submitting to Innovative
Solutions Canada, FESBC, and BC Fast
Pilot.

At the same time, the team is calling
on Transport Canada, BC Wildfire Service,
and Parks Canada to create fast-track
permissions for drone response across
jurisdictional lines.

Political and public support growing

MP Rob Morrison (Columbia-
Kootenay-Southern Rockies) has voiced
his support.

“I'support this initiative and encourage
all levels of government, academic
institutions, and wildfire agencies to
evaluate and partner in this effort,” Morrison
wrote ina July 16 endorsement letter. “With
additional support and pilot deployments,
the StormShieldDrones platform has the
potential to protect lives, landscapes, and
communities across Canada.”

“This isn’t about patents or profits,”
says Shaw. “It’s about building a system
that belongs to the land and the people it
protects.”

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting

* Weekly Instore Specials
. J
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THINGS TO DO
Smiling Otter

Canoe & Kayak Rentals
Slocan BC

250-505-8020
info@nwmexperience.com
www.smilingotter.com

Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe or touring kayak. All safety equipment provided. Single &
multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rent-
als. Locally made quality boats from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats

Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com
rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287

We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet
includes bow riders, pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water toys. Full, half or multiple
days. Flexible rental times, competitive rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!
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by Jan McMurray

As discussed at the June 23
Committee of the Whole meeting, council
created working groups to address water
issues and boundary expansion. The
mayor and CAO were appointed to
both groups, with Councillor Buller on
the water working group and Councillor
Knott on the boundary expansion group.

Mayor Lunn was appointed to the
125th Anniversary Committee and
Councillor Knott was appointed to the
Halloween Hoot Committee.
Support for Summer
Showcase

The Slocan Village Summer
Showcase at the Slocan Legion is part of
the Columbia Basin Arts & Culture Tour
this year on August 9 and 10. Council
agreed to a request for $500 to help
cover the hall rental fee and a modest
honorarium for the artists. The funding
will come from the RDCK Community
Development Fund.

The Slocan event will “bring
together local artists, musicians, makers
and community members of all ages
to celebrate our vibrant creative spirit
through live music, art demonstrations,
workshops, and local food,” according
to a letter to the Village from organizers
Dayna Fidler and Safire Jones.

Sand for volleyball court

Council agreed to provide the Slocan
Beach Volleyball/Recreation Committee
with up to $1,110 for sand and court lines.
The funds will come from Slocan’s share
of the RDCK Community Development
Fund.

Earlier this year, council provided
the committee with $600 for court lines,
and delivered a load of sand. However,
the sand was coarse, the committee told
council,and now a top layer of fine sand
is required.

Council noted that in future, the
committee could look into other sources
of funding, such as the CBT/RDCK
ReDi grant.

Mayor Lunn noted that the committee
used to have council representation, and
offered to reach out to them to suggest
that a council member join them again.
Emergency preparedness
event

WE Graham Community Service
Society is planning an emergency
preparedness event for next year that
would include a ‘refresher meeting’in the
spring, a tabletop exercise to strengthen
emergency response coordination, and
a public event to engage/educate the
public. Council agreed to submit a PlanH
Healthy Communities grant application
for the project on behalf of WEGCSS,
as only local governments are eligible
to apply for the grant. WEGCSS will
take on full management of the project,
including writing the grant application.

The project is expected to cost
$24,600. The Village will apply for
$15,000 from PlanH. WEGCSS will
contribute $1,000 of in-kind support
and will receive the remaining $8,600
in in-kind support from SIFCo.
Community Wildfire
Resiliency Plan

The RDCK is coordinating the
renewal of Community Wildfire
Resiliency Plans (CWRPs) throughout
the region, including Slocan/Area H
South. The cost of the CWRP project is
$35.,000, to be split between the Village
of Slocan and RDCK. The Village
will apply for a $17,500 grant under
the provincial Community Resilience
Investment (CRI) program via the
UBCM to cover its share.

Nora Hannon of the RDCK
informed council that all CWRPs will
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be done by Blackwell Consulting Ltd.,
for consistency. The most recent plans for
the Slocan Valley were done by SIFCo.
Once the updated plan is complete, the
Village is welcome to use SIFCo for
implementation, Hannon said.
Emergency management in
the RDCK

Dan Seguin of the RDCK presented
an overview of emergency management
in the region. Although the Village is
responsible for preparedness (i.e. risk
assessments, emergency plans) and
response to incidents within Village
boundaries, the RDCK provides
coordination, capacity and support.
The RDCK activates the Emergency
Operations Centre (EOC) during
emergencies in Slocan, and in the other
Villages and rural areas in the RDCK.

The RDCK’s budget for emergency
management this year includes $1
million in taxation, with Slocan providing
$7.423. A Slocan homeowner with a
$500,000 home would have paid about
$35.50 this year.

Seguin said an ‘after-action review’
report should be out soon about the
response to last year’s wildfires in the
RDCK. Councillors Ezra Buller and
Madeleine Perriere said they felt they
weren’t “in the loop” last summer, and
didn’t have information until it became
public. Seguin acknowledged that
communication is a challenge during
emergencies, and advised council to
direct residents to the EOC, the RDCK
website or BC Wildfire Service website
for accurate information.

Seguin reported that the Province
recently updated its guidance on
managing temporary access to areas
under evacuation order, which includes
how Local Authorities issue Temporary
Access Passes to allow evacuees to return

to their properties for short periods during
evacuations. He said the new guidance
may limit the passes, and they may not
be as easy to obtain as they were last year.
However, the RDCK has asked for legal
advice on this, and is also waiting for the
release of the regulations under the new
Emergency & Disaster Management
Act (EDMA), expected later this year.
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A review of the new regulations and
the legal opinion will help the RDCK
determine the parameters around issuing
Temporary Access Passes.
Councillor on leave

Councillor Joanna Van Bynen is
on leave until October 2025. This item
was brought forward from in camera at
council’s June 9 meeting.

Plans well underway for seniors
housing in Edgewood

by Jan McMurray

A 10-unit seniors’ housing complex
is in the planning stages for Edgewood.

The Edgewood Community Club
is taking the lead on the project, and has
engaged M’akola Development Services
to assist. Sarah Bartlett, project manager
from M’akola, made a presentation to the
RDCK board at its July meeting.

“The proposed development will
fulfill a need for seniors housing in
Edgewood and will allow seniors to age
in place,” Bartlett told the board. “All
units will be secured for affordable rental
housing for seniors.”

The proposal is for a single-storey
building with six one-bedroom and four
two-bedroom rental units. There would
be two common spaces for tenants to
gather: an indoor multi-purpose room
and an outdoor patio. Each unit would
have its own outdoor space, as well.
Indoor scooter storage and 10 parking
stalls are included in the proposal. The
development would be serviced by the
Edgewood water system and an on-site
septic system.

The location for the housing
development is a 1.2-hectare (3-acre)
property on Kilarney Crescent, bordering
Edgewood Community Park to the north.
The site is within walking distance of
amenities such as the post office, credit

week.

__apply.

" North Slocan Trails Society is
hiring!
We need a trail crew lead and crew members
for eight weeks from late August, primarily for

a trail-building project.
The rate is $30.25/$25 per hour; 35 hours a

Looking for team players who are passionate
about trails and are able to work outdoors in
all weathers. You will be physically strong &
fit and be a Basin resident.

Please contact northslocantrailsociety@
hotmail.com for further information and to

union and store.

The Edgewood Community Club is
pursuing funding through BC Housing’s
Community Housing Fund for the
project. As required under the program,
there would be three categories of rental
rates: ‘rent geared to income,” ‘near
market” and ‘deeply affordable.” Five
of the units would be ‘rent geared to
income,” where tenants pay 30% of their
income towards rent. These units are for
tenants earning below the BC Housing
income limits for the region. Three of the
units would be ‘near market’ rental rates,
and two of the units would be ‘deeply
affordable’ for households earning below
$30,000 per year.

The housing site is currently part of
a 4.79-hectare piece of land that has a
single-family residence on the east side.
A subdivision application is in process
to create the new parcel for the housing
complex, and this new parcel has to
be rezoned from residential to multi-
residential. The RDCK board gave the
rezoning bylaw three readings at the July
board meeting.

Once the rezoning bylaw is
adopted, the Edgewood Community
Club will need to apply to the RDCK
for an Environmentally Sensitive
Residential Cluster Development
Permit (ESRCDPA). “The intent of the
ESRCDPA s to ensure that intensive
residential development is completed
in a manner that is sensitive to the rural
character of the Plan area, adjoining
lands, the natural environment, and
achieves a high standard of appearance,”
states a report from Planning staff to the
RDCK board.

As part of the subdivision
application, a flood hazard assessment
was completed, and the property was
deemed safe for the development. An
Archaeological Impact Assessment
still needs to be done — the Edgewood
Community Club will work with
an archaeologist and the Penticton,
Okanagan and Shuswap Indian Bands
on this, staff reported.

The 2024 RDCK Housing Needs
Report “indicates that housing for seniors
isakey area of need, noting that by 2041,
senior-led households may increase by
43% and could comprise 40% of total
rural households,” Bartlett said.

The report found that in Electoral
Area K, 186 additional housing units
are needed from 2024 to 2029 and 422
new housing units are needed from 2024
to 2044.
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 1S0.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Vendor
financing available. Yours, Dan & Jan.
COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates
- Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET:
Local artisans and farmers, live music, kids
zone, great food. Every Saturday in June,

I  CLASSIFIED ADS I 15

July, and August. 10am -2pm. Expo Park,
Village of Slocan. Everyone Welcome. @
slocansaturdaymarket
JOIN US AT NEW DENVER'’S Hidden
Garden Gallery, supporting emerging and
established local artists. Lynn Steven’s
show, ‘“The Poetry of Water’ July 29-August
3, reception Saturday, August 2, 7-9
pm with music by Curvesand. Leanne
Fulton’s paintings ‘As Far as the Eye
Can See’ are on display August 5-10,
reception Tuesday, August 5 from 7 to 9
pm with music by Foghorn Lil. The Hidden
Garden Gallery is located at 112 Slocan
Avenue, open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday to
Sunday. For more information, please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°,15°,20°,
24°, 40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail .com.

FREE

FIFTH WHEEL FRAME for tiny home/
shed - Located in Rosebery, just north of
New Denver. 250-358-7215.
REJUVENATE YOURSELF from your

cells” own intelligence at home and on-the-
go. Holistic strategies, shielding with flower
essences, microminerals. 250-226-7730.
heartofwinlove@gmail.com.

KASLO - TCM PRACTITIONER
Amanda Tubman. Nurturing Wellness
through Traditional Chinese Medicine.
Acupuncture - Herbs - Cupping -
Massage - Gua Sha. 403-763-9227. www.
amandatubman.ca

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood @
netidea.com.

Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you
can receive free, confidential support by
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to
your local emergency room for confidential
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based

Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691 i

THE VALLEY VOICE is looking for an
editor/reporter to train with the current
managing editor. Interested candidates are
invited to submit their resume and a cover
letter, and, if applicable, samples of their
work. valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
250-358-7828.

VIOLIN/FIDDLE LESSONS: Nancy
Hawksbee, Bachelor of Music Education
from UMO. Winlaw (will travel). 250-
226-7322 or hawksbee56810@gmail .com.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
TL HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing,
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and
large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email:
fantastichome @gmail.com

FOR INFORMATION ON reverse
mortgages available in your area,
please contact: Bob Urbanovitch,
Mortgage Broker, BCFSA, MB600367,
Reverse Mortgage Pros Inc bob@
reversemortgagepros.ca, 250-487-8170.
RELIABLE PENSIONER seeks quiet,
cozy home in or near Nakusp, close to
family. Contact 236-992-8523.
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer.

Please call 250-299-9841.

WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for
witnesses who used to work for the Village
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-850

Send Ch&que or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Business Classifieds start
at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
| CONSTRUCTION-HOME-GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 151

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS
DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC
@GMAIL.COM

TSBC LELO21 3780
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Forest advocates meet with local MLA to propose new Forest Act

by Moe Lyons

On July 15, three outspoken advocates for
change in forestry in BC presented a proposal
foranew Forest Actto Brittny Anderson, MLA
for Kootenay Central and Minister of State for
Local Governments and Rural Communities.
The presenters were Joe Karthein of Save
What’s Left Conservation Society, Jennifer
Houghton of the Boundary Forest Watershed
Stewardship Society (BFWSS) and Michelle
Connolly from Conservation North.

The proposal for a new Forest Act,
entitled The Power of Forests: Protecting
Communities and Nature with a New Forest
Act, has been compiled under the leadership of
BFWSS, with input from Jennifer Houghton,
Herb Hammond, Michelle Connolly, Dave

Weaver, Ray Hanson and many others
involved in forestry both academically and
on the ground. The proposal has the support
of the Interior Watershed Task Force and grew
out of a coalition of Interior grassroots groups.

The proposal calls for a new Forest Act
that would put the interests of communities
and the environment first. “Under this new
legislation, the primary objective of forest
management will be to maintain the ecological
integrity of forest ecosystems. The new system
will also give community members a say in
decisions about local forests, as well as bolster
and stabilize community economies while
diversifying and strengthening the broader BC
economy,” states the proposal’s introduction.

Houghton says today’s “bad forestry laws

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

10:00 AM —-9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience

at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca « (250)225-7241

NEw MARrkET Foobs
518 6th Ave  New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Raven’s Nest

Summer Hours:

Monday — Saturday

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday — 10:30 - 3:00

Main Street, New Denver

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

are there to prop up a system designed to serve
the industry first.”

She says anyone in government who is
not willing to take arisk is going to support the
status quo, so that’s why BEWSS is working to
“build relationships with MLAs who want to
lead. There are some younger up-and-coming
MLAs who aren’t part of the old, broken
system,” she said.

BFWSS is asking people across the
province to set up meetings with their MLAs to
present the New Forest Act proposal, focusing
on concerns in their own regions. The society
has created an MLA outreach toolkit, available
at boundaryforest.org, to help people do this.

“Up to this point, no one has come up
with a grassroots-developed solution. We need

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

REAL ESTAT

to keep gathering support across BC from
individual citizens and groups. We have to
keep putting the idea forward to government,”
said Houghton. “There has to be enough
citizen pressure so that the politicians feel
that citizen pressure is more powerful than
industry pressure.”

Karthein agrees that the only way to
change things is through legislation. “I am
100% behind the proposed new Forestry
Act. Until that happens, nothing is going to
change,” he said.

Both Karthein and Houghton believe
that protests have their purpose, and they
have had a big effect on government, but they
have largely been ineffective because there
hasn’t been a developed strategy for change.

Even small ads
get noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Although protests have made government
think differently, they haven’t had the follow-
through. This, says Karthein, is part of what
makes the new Forest Act a brilliant initiative.

Since the meeting with MLA Anderson,
meetings have taken place to present the
proposal to Steve Morissette, NDP MLA for
Kootenay-Monashee, and Macklin McCall,
Conservative MLA for West Kelowna-
Peachland.

Currently, BEWSS is raising money for
aroad show. They will make presentations to
local governments and any other interested
groups. A copy of the proposal for a New Forest
Actis available at https://boundaryforest.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/09/New-Forest-
Act-Proposal-Sept-9.pdf

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢+ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records ¢ Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Ski Doo, Sea Doo,
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
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Zincton resort proposal: environmental impact assessment not required

by Jan McMurray

The proposed Zincton All-Seasons
Resort project does not need an
environmental impact assessment.
This decision was made by the BC
Environmental Assessment Office
(EAO) on July 24, after consideration
of applications by Wildsight and the
Sinixt Confederacy requesting an
environmental impact assessment
(EIA) for the project.

The EAO deemed that the regular
review process by the Mountain

CONSTRUCTION

SCRAP METAL
RECYCLING

serving Nakusp

to Silverton to
Ed?ewood

WILL PAY for your COPPER,
ALUMINUM, BRASS

Call/text Sun.-Thurs.
for pick-up 250-265-
7056

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Resorts Branch, the regulator for the
resort proposal, is adequate, and an
EIA would be redundant.

“I am satisfied that the Major
Project Review process led by the
Mountain Resorts Branch can fairly,
effectively, and appropriately address
the concerns raised in the Applications,
and that a review under the Act would
be duplicative and is not required,”
concludes Alex MacLennan, Chief
Executive Assessment Officer of the
EAO.

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

David Harley, Zincton resort
proponent, said he was happy with the
process and with the diligence of the
EAO.“I’'m pleased that the opposition
groups have had an unrestricted
opportunity to protest and raise issues,”
he told the Valley Voice. “This is a
meaningful decision because all the
concerns were addressed thoroughly
—the EAO left no stone unturned.” He
added that it “makes perfect sense that
the EAO recognized they couldn’t add
value by duplicating the efforts of the

TUES

Mountain Resort Branch.”

An environmental impact
assessment (EIA) is automatically
triggered when a ski resort proposal is
for 2,000 beds. The Zincton proposal
is for 1,700 beds, so there had to be a
specific request for an EIA in order for
the EAO to consider requiring one.

In their requests for an EIA,
Wildsight and Sinixt Confederacy
raised concerns about the cumulative
effects of intensive backcountry use
in the Central Selkirk Mountains,

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

impacts to wildlife, impacts to the
watershed, increased traffic, and
lack of information on development
proposed on the proponent’s private
property in Zincton.

The EAO, in its review of the
requests, consulted with the Mountain
Resorts Branch, the proponent, eight
First Nations, the RDCK, and the
Villages of Kaslo, New Denver,
Silverton, and Nakusp. Five of the
eight First Nations responded, all in

continued on page 18

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts
Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available

Located in Silverton — Serving the West

Kootenays.
250-551-8605

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
August 8§,
2025

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-

weekly services, Tuesday

8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST
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Zincton resort proposal: environmental impact assessment not required

continued from page 17
favour of an EIA for the project. The

RDCK and the Village of Kaslo were
also in favour of an EIA. The Village of
Nakusp felt an EIA was not necessary,
and there was no response from the
Villages of New Denver and Silverton.

The EAO’s written evaluation
lists each concern raised by Wildsight
and the Sinixt Confederacy, and
summarizes the comments received
from each of the groups consulted.
Comments from the Mountain Resorts
Branch indicate that the Branch is
aware of all the concerns raised,
and is working on them as part of
its review. The proponent’s response
and proposed mitigations are included
under each concern.

The EAO concludes that although
an environmental assessment of
the Zincton project may promote
sustainability and support
reconciliation with Indigenous
peoples, the Mountain Resource

Branch’s Major Project Review
process involves “a thorough,
transparent, and impartial assessment
of the Project which will consider
environmental effects, First Nation
rights, cumulative impacts, the
economy, and other relevant factors.”

The Valhalla Wilderness
Society issued a press release on
July 28 calling the EAO’s decision
“disgraceful.” VWS says the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
informed the proponent in 2020 that
the area of the resort proposal may be
subject to flooding, erosion, landslides
or avalanches. Information on risks
to grizzly bears has been submitted
to government by VWS and three
biologists, the press release says, and
considerable effort and funding have
gone into preventing western toad
mortality in the area.

“The positive side of the current
situation is that the decision process
under the Mountain Resorts Branch is

still ongoing,” the VWS press release
concludes. “THERE IS STILL TIME
for BC residents to voice unqualified
opposition to this resort development.
The Ministers, the EAO and the
Mountain Resorts Branch cannot
pretend they do not know about the
dangers of landslides, floods, and
avalanches to humans, as well as the
loss of wildlife.”

The project has been in the Major
Project Review process since May

2020. The review process has three
stages: the Expression of Interest
(EQOI), the Formal Proposal, and
the Master Plan. In May 2020, the
proponent submitted the EOI. In
February 2021, the proponent was
invited to submit a Formal Proposal,
which it did in September 2021. If
the formal proposal is approved, the
proponent will be invited to submit a
draft Master Plan.

The Major Project Review process

for Zincton was suspended for about
18 months while the EAO reviewed
the requests from Wildsight and the
Sinixt Confederacy for an EIA. The
requests were made in by Wildsight
in November 2023 and by the Sinixt
Confederacy in February 2024.
The EAO’s ‘Reasons for Decision,’
evaluation report, and the letters of
request submitted by Wildsight and
Sinixt Confederacy can be found at
projects.eao.gov.bc.ca.

Art, music and culture at the Slocan Legion for Columbia Basin Culture Tour

submitted
The village of Slocan will come
alive with art, music, food and

community spirit during the Slocan
Village Summer Showcase, part of the
Columbia Basin Arts & Culture Tour

Safire Jones and Dayna Fidler invite everyone to stop by the Slocan Legion on the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour, Augst 9 and 10, for the Slocan Summer Showcase.

Waking up the park at the Vallican Whole for CBCT

submitted

As you plan your travels through
the Columbia Basin for the annual
Culture Tour, know that there is a
beautiful forest park in Vallican, with
surprises around every turn...

The Vallican Whole invites you
to visit on the weekend of August
9-10 to celebrate the reopening of the
Sculpture Park. Originally opened
in 2010, the park has been quietly
slumbering until this year, when
some of our best local artists have
installed wonderful new sculptures
to awaken it.

Come walk the forest pathways
and discover the magical visions
and presences, and visit the indoor
gallery where there will be a new

CORRECTION

In the article ‘New program
allows community groups to assist
BCWS with wildfire response’ in our
July 17 issue, we reported that the
Red Mountain Road and Enterprise
Creek Emergency Preparedness
Society was working towards being
a Cooperative Community Wildfire
Response (CCWR) group. In fact,
the society will not be applying for
CCWR status.

show by local artists for the duration
of the weekend. Take part in art
making workshops for all ages — a
hands-on opportunity to use natural
and recycled materials creatively.
On Sunday, enjoy music by the
duo Tunupa the Cosmic Gardeners
(Eva Tree and Bill Dickerson)
between 1 and 3 pm, and a barbecue

on August 9 and 10 from 10 am to 4
pm each day.

Hosted by Dayna Fidler and Safire
Jones, this intergenerational event
will transform the Slocan Legion
and surrounding area into a vibrant
hub featuring local artists, live
demonstrations, interactive workshops,
performances, food vendors and
more. The Showcase celebrates the
rich creative energy of the Slocan
Valley and beyond, highlighting
painters, potters, fibre artists, glass
artists, jewellers, musicians, dancers
and culinary creators — all in one
welcoming community gathering.

Everyone is invited! Whether
you’re looking to buy unique
handmade art, learn a new skill or
simply soak up the atmosphere, the
Slocan Village Summer Showcase
promises something for all.

There will also be an open mic at
the Legion on Sunday from 2 to 7 pm.

Check the Slocan Summer
Showcase Facebook page for more
information

from 12 to 2 pm.

This is a free event, part of the
Columbia Basin Culture Tour. The
Sculpture Park and Gallery will be open
from 10 to 4 both days. Culture Tour
brochures can be found throughout the
Basin and will guide you to the Whole,
along with many other galleries and
studios in the region.

Works by Rabi'a featured in the Sculpture Park at the Vallican Whole.
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Another successful ST6 mountain bike race in the West Kootenay

by Jan McMurray

The Transrockies
Singletrack 6 mountain bike
race returned to the West
Kootenay for the second
year in a row July 9-14, with
races in Kaslo, New Denver,
Rossland, Salmo and Nelson.

“The West Kootenay
has outstanding mountain
biking trails and a welcoming
community. We appreciate
the support provided over the
last two years and hope there
will be opportunities to return
in the future,” said Aaron
McConnell, President and
Chief Cycling Officer.

Five of the 175 registered
riders were from the West
Kootenay, McConnell reports,
with the rest from various
regions across Canada and the
United States and a few from
other countries.

Next year, the event will
shift to a three-day stage
race. “This shorter format is
intended to make participation
more accessible,” explained

McConnell.

Next year’s location
has not yet been confirmed.
McConnell said a request for
proposals went out to potential
host communities, and no
proposal was received from
the West Kootenay.

This year in New Denver,
two non-profit societies
collaborated to provide food
to the riders and the public.
Slocan Lake Arts Council
and New Denver Hospice
organized volunteers to prepare
and sell food at Centennial
Park on the day the racers were
in New Denver.

“The organizing committee
of Slocan Lake Arts Council

Volunteers prepared and served food for the Singletrack 6 racers at Centennial Park
on July 11, organized by the Slocan Lake Arts Council and New Denver Hospice.

Fire destroys housein Nakusp

by Jan McMurray

Nakusp resident Kish
Pedersen and her 16-year-
old son lost their home and
possessions in a fire in the
early hours of Sunday, July
26.

“My son woke me up
and we got out safe and
sound,” Kish reports. “The
flames were already big,
coming from the kitchen.”

The fire department
responded right away and
fought the fire until the sun
came up, Kish says.

The fire didn’t spread to
outbuildings, so Kish says
she still has her paddleboard

and bike. Her two cats are
fine, as well.

The house was insured,
so the plan is to rebuild,
Kish says. She and her
son were able to stay at
the Leland for a couple of
nights, thanks to Emergency
Support Services, and will
stay at an RV in a friend’s
yard until the new house is
constructed.

Donations are being
accepted via a GoFundMe
campaign (Kish Pedersen
lost her home and
possessions in a fire) and via
etransfer to kishpedersen@
yahoo.ca.

and New Denver Hospice
Society would like to extend
our deepest gratitude to all the
volunteers who contributed
to the success in hosting the
concession stand during this
year’s TransRockies Cycle
event,” states a press release
issued by the committee.
“The positive feedback we’ve
received from the organizers
of the event, participants and
attendees is a testament to your
outstanding commitment. Your
support truly embodies the
spirit of community that made
the TransRockies Cycle Race
such a special event.”

PHOTO CREDIT: JEAN MCALLISTER

ST6 has been an annual
event since 2002, with two
missed years due to COVID.
The race has been held in the
Canadian Rockies, Kootenays

or Okanagan for all of its 21
years and was “born from the
desire to showcase premiere
Western Canadian mountain
bike communities,” according

to the event’s website at
singletrack6.com.

ST6 was held in the West
Kootenay in 2017, as well as
in 2024 and 2025.

The TransRockies Singletrack 6 event returned to the West Kootenay this year.
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First Kaslo Wild Ultra running race a success

by Jan McMurray

The first annual Kaslo Wild Ultra
trail running race was held July 11-
13, with 115 people registered.

The race featured a six-kilometre
run around Kaslo, a 52-kilometre run
to the top of Mount Buchanan, and a
22-kilometre run on the Kaslo River
and True Blue trails.

There was also a kids’ race, with
20 participants.

Amy LeBlanc, race director,
has lived in Kaslo for four years.
She loves to race, but had never
organized an event like this before.

“This was the first big event I’ve
ever planned,” she said. “I had this
vision — it’s the race I would want
to do — so I felt passionate about it.
It’s certainly a huge learning curve
— I couldn’t have done it without
my family and volunteers. It was
awesome to have people believe in
my vision and be willing to commit

their time to it.”

Amy comes by her love of racing
honestly.

“I grew up watching my dad
do triathlons,” she says. “I’ve done
Ironman Canada and other ultra
marathons — it’s my happy place and
it’s what I know and love.”

The 115 registrants were
from Nelson, Rossland, Vernon,
Vancouver, Ontario, and the US.
Only two were from Kaslo, and
Amy says she hopes that number
will grow next year. Ten people
chose to do the ‘Full Wild’ and run
all three races.

“What really impressed me was
how well the females did,” Amy
said. “Narumi Higuchi from Vernon
won the Full Wild with a time of
10:14:07.4. She also won the six-
kilometre and placed third in the
52-kilometre. And a woman from
Nelson won the 22K by 10 minutes!”

Amy is grateful to all the
volunteers, but gave special mention
to Mel Spooner of EHF Coaching.
Spooner is a former professional
triathlete who recently moved to
Kaslo. She volunteered all three days
for 12 hours a day. “Her mentorship
and commitment to the race was
invaluable to me!” said Amy.

Local businesses also stepped
up in a big way to support the event,
Amy said.

Amy hopes the Kaslo Wild Ultra
event, once established, will become
a fundraiser for a non-profit society
she helped to create in January, the
Wildwood Discovery Society. The
society’s goal is to bring learning
opportunities based in nature and
artto JV Humphries School in Kaslo
through local mentors.

This year, through donations
from participants, $1,550 was raised
for the Kaslo Mountain Bike Club.

Shaye Sawatzky of Nelson won the 22K race by 10 minutes in the Kaslo Wild Ultra.

Start line at the Kaslo Wild Ultra.

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC
Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC

To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call
www.karinagregory.ca
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