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Excellent turnout for Imagining Slocan’s Waterfront Commons symposium

by Jan McMurray

The community came out in large
numbers for the Imagining Slocan’s
Waterfront Commons symposium
at the Slocan Legion on May 24
and 25. The event included a panel
discussion, keynote address, design
sessions, a presentation and walking
tour highlighting the environmental
liabilities of the site, and more.
There were lots of opportunities for
members of the public to provide their
ideas for the 19.5-acre waterfront
property.

Mayor Jessica Lunn addressed
the approximately 100 members of
the public who attended on Saturday
with these inspirational words: “This
is about all of us empowering all of
us, and the future of this community
for our kids and their kids... It’s a
challenge, but such an opportunity to
bring the environment back on that
site and to renew our economy...
Let’s come together as a community
— we know we’re smarter and wiser
as a whole.”

The Shorefast experience

Gwen Patrick and Gabrielle
Ledesma from Shorefast, a charitable
organization with a goal of building

economic resilience on Fogo
Island, Newfoundland, were at the
symposium in Slocan to share their
experience in community economic
development.

On Fogo Island, where fishing “is
and always will be” the main industry,
the decline of the cod fishery was a
big blow to the economy. Shorefast
started up in 2004 and now owns
five businesses on the island: a luxury
hotel, two restaurants, a furniture and
textile manufacturing business, and
an ice cream shop. Surplus funds
from the businesses go into the
organization’s arts, environmental
stewardship, heritage preservation
and youth programs.

“The takeaway is not to build
an inn or do what we did,” Patrick
said. “Each community has its own
strengths and unique assets. Start
from place, optimize for place, serve
the place. Start with what’s here
already. And start small before you
do the big, scary thing.”

Another message from Shorefast:
Be patient. It takes time and money to
realize the vision, and it’s so important
to take the time necessary to get
everything in place. “Capital follows

cohesiveness,” the Shorefast reps said
several times. It took Shorefast from
2004 to 2013 to build Fogo Island Inn.

“It will be hard to find that one
thing that everyone gets behind, but
it has to be asset-based. What are
your assets? You need community
champions, and then bring in others
with capital and knowledge. Markets,
government and the community are
the three pillars and all three need to

be engaged,” Patrick said.

As Shorefast’s work has gained
attention, the organization has worked
with other communities across
Canada and published a Community
Economies Report in 2022.

“We learned that we all have
unique assets and strengths, but
there are four common barriers:
access to capital, access to local
data, building local skillsets and

capacity, and building bridges
between governments and community
leaders,” Patrick said.

Ideas for the property

During a public Q&A on Saturday,
some people shared their ideas for the
Slocan waterfront property.

One citizen said he wants to
daylight Springer Creek and reuse the
cement on the property for patching

continued on page 5

Gwen Patrick of Shorefast speaks to the community members who attended the panel discussion at the Imagining Slocan’s Waterfront Commons
symposium on May 24. Other panelists were Gabbie Ledesma of Shorefast, Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn and Slocan Councillor Jordan Knott.
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Mount Sentinel student films to be showcased for community

submitted

West Kootenay residents
are invited to attend ‘Channel
Surfing,’ the sixth annual short film
festival from the Mount Sentinel
Performance and Media Academy
(Academy PM). The event takes
place at the Capitol Theatre on June
9 and10 at 7 pm.

Grade 12 student Foster Elder
and grade 10 student Weston
Sapriken —gold medalists in
3D animation at a regional skills
competition and silver medalists
at the BC Skills Competition this
past April — are among 30 students
showcasing their work this year.
They join Illia Beliaiev, who placed

fourth in the photography category
at the BC Skills Competition, and
Hazel Johnson and Alex Mores, who
placed fourth in 2D animation. All
are excited for the community to see
what they can do.

“It was really cool to be able to
meet other students from around the
province [at BC Skills] and see that

our work is on par, or better, than
[some of the] best. Our small school
can hang with anyone. The whole
event was awesome,” said Elder,
who hopes the community will come
out in force to watch student films.
“Thave two more chances at gold
in BC Skills and two more years to
show my work in the community.
I am excited to put my energy into
helping our films be the best they can
be and tell stories from our valley
and region,” said Sapriken.
“Events like ‘Channel Surfing’
and the BC Skills Competition
remind us just how much creativity,
passion, and technical skill our
students are developing. It is
inspiring to see them take risks
in their learning, tell their unique
stories, and share their voice through
their creative works — not just
with each other, but with the entire
community. Our annual short film
festival is one of the most powerful
and authentic ways we can make
learning visible and celebrate our

students’ growth,” said Mount
Sentinel Principal Shellie Maloff.

Behind the wealth of Academy
PM talent are teachers Danny
Leeming, Martina Avis and Jacy
Schindel who support students
to develop their technical camera
know-how, video-editing and script
writing skills and lay the groundwork
for students to pursue a career in the
media arts.

“This is where family, friends,
teachers, school staff and anyone
who enjoys unique and original short
films can have their minds blown at
the depth of skill and talent these
students have developed in their
time in the program,” said Leeming.

The year-end Academy PM
showcase alternates each year
between theatre and filmmaking.
This year’s lineup includes a wide
variety of short films entirely
developed, written, filmed and
directed by students.

Tickets are available at the
Capitol Theatre online box office.

Weston Sapriken and Foster Elder, medal winners at skills competitions this year, are among
30 Mount Sentinel Academy PM students showcasing their work at the school’s short film
festival this year.

BEAVERS PROMOTE
NEW GROWTH

Beavers prefer to gnaw on species
like willow, birch, alder, aspen, ash
and poplar that then reproduce by
sending up suckers from their roots.
Beavers don't wander far from the
water’'s edge where burrows and
lodges provide quick escape from
predators. As a result, only the rims
of waterways are downed by these
aquatic engineers.

MIRROR LAKE
WATER USERS
COMMUNITY

Boil Water Advisory for all
users. Inform renters and
guests until further notice.

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/




June 5,2025 The Valley Voice

by Jan McMurray

There was another
big gathering at Universal
Ostrich Farm in Edgewood
last weekend, with convoys
arriving from Vernon and
Abbotsford.

Spirits were slightly
dampened when the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency came
out with a statement late on
Friday, May 30, reiterating
that they continue planning for
the cull, but the atmosphere at
the farm remained supportive
and celebratory. The farm
came out with a response to
CFIA’s statement on Monday,
June 2.

“There are always two
sides to every story,” said
Katie Pasitney, spokesperson
for the farm, in a Facebook
post.

The CFIA’s side of

the story

The CFIA says that
keeping alive a domestic
poultry flock that has been
exposed to highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI) means
a potential source of the virus
persists, and increases the risk
of reassortment or mutation of
the virus. The HPAI infection
in the Edgewood ostriches
is a reassortment not seen
elsewhere in Canada, CFIA
says, but it includes a genotype
that has been associated with a
human infection in Ohio.

In order to continue
exporting poultry from
Canada, ‘stamping-out’ and
primary control zones are
necessary, the CFIA statement
says. These practices allow the
disease to be contained, and
for export to continue from
disease-free regions.

CFIA says the farm was
issued two penalties totalling
$20,000 for failing to report
the illness when it first was
observed on the premises, and
failure to adhere to quarantine
orders. They say the farm
failed to take “appropriate
biosecurity risk mitigation
measures such as limiting wild
bird access to the ostriches,
controlling water flow from
the quarantine zone to other
parts of the farm, or improving
fencing. These actions
significantly increase the
risk of disease transmission
and reflect a disregard for
regulatory compliance and
animal health standards.”

CFIA also claims that the
farm has not provided proof
that scientific research is being
done there, neither to CFIA
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nor to the court.

“Following the May 13
court ruling, the farm owners
and supporters have been at
the farm in an apparent attempt
to prevent the CFIA from
carrying out its operations
at the infected premises.
This has delayed a timely
and appropriate response to
the HPAI infected premises,
resulting in ongoing health
risks to animals and humans.”

The farm’s side of the
story

The farm’s response says
Universal Ostrich Farm is not
seeking to avoid regulation —
it is asking for due process,
scientific investigation, and
humane treatment of animals.

The farm claims it
implemented quarantine
measures immediately and
voluntarily upon observing
signs of illness — well before
any CFIA orders were issued.
It also points out that the
farm’s remote location, with
no nearby poultry operations,
makes it an ideal natural
quarantine zone.

The CFIA’s cull order is
based on two post-mortem
PCR tests conducted on just
two birds over six months
ago, the farm says. No live
bird testing has been permitted
since, despite the absence
of illness or mortality in the
flock for over 130 days. The
farm says it has repeatedly
requested further testing and
offered to collaborate with
authorities, but these requests
have been denied under threat
of severe penalties.

The farm also claims it
submitted a comprehensive
business case and strategic
plan to the CFIA outlining
how the birds and their

antibodies could be used in
research and development.
“We are troubled by CFIA’s
public statements suggesting
they were unaware of these
plans,” said spokesperson
Katie Pasitney. “We made
every effort to communicate
the scientific value of this
flock.”

Independent experts,
including immunologists and
virologists, have submitted
affidavits supporting the
farm’s position. “We believe
science should guide policy —
not be excluded from it,” said
Pasitney.

The farm has also received
support from US Secretary of
Health and Human Services
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and
organizations willing to accept
the birds or collaborate on
further study. “If our largest
trading partner is open to
cooperation, we must ask
why our own agency is not,”
Pasitney added.

Pasitney says the farm
is urging the public, policy
makers, and scientific
community to support a
temporary halt to the cull and
allow for independent testing
and review. “Let’s study the
birds. Let’s lead with science,
not fear,” said Pasitney.
“Because if exposure alone
becomes a death sentence,
every outdoor farm in Canada
is at risk.”

Letter from US
health officials

In aMay 23 letter to CFIA
President Paul MacKinnon
from Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. and two other US health
officials, they ask the CFIA
to consider not killing the
ostriches, and offer their full
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support and assistance in
“studying this important and
unique flock for scientific
advancement.”

“It is well-documented
that avian influenza does not
persist in birds indefinitely,
and many avian species
recover from mild cases
without transmission. In fact,
avian influenza typically
has an incubation period of
just 3-7 days and is most
transmissible during the acute
phase of infection. The fact
that the remaining ostriches
have been asymptomatic for
months suggests they may
have already overcome the
infection with downstream
immunity, making the
culling of all healthy birds a
potentially disproportionate
measure,” the letter says

The US officials also
request that the two countries
work together to devise more
“thoughtful protocols” for
controlling avian flu than
‘stamping out.” They say that
because avian influenza has
been around for thousands of
years and is endemic in wild
bird populations in the United
States and Canada, “efforts to
extirpate it by culling birds
will be fruitless unless we are
willing to exterminate every
wild bird in North America.”
Farm appeals court
decision

The farm has filed an
appeal of Justice Russel Zinn’s
May 13 ruling that upheld the
CFIA’s cull order. The CFIA
has confirmed its intention to
participate in the proceedings.

The farm is also expected
to file a request for a stay of
the cull order until a decision
has been made in the appeal

Standing ovation for Slocan Valley centenarian Lydia Kania at the Selkirk College convocation May 22 in recognition of
being the college’s recipient of this year's honourary diploma for all she has contributed to the community.

by the court.

In the appeal document,
the farm’s new lawyer, Umar
Sheikh, says the lower court
erred when it found that the
stamping-out policy was
consistent with the CFIA’s
mandate, when it found that
the CFIA’s cull decision was
reasonably made, and when it
found that the CFIA’s dealings
with the farm met the requisite
degree of procedural fairness.

I
Edgewood ostrich farm still locked in battle with CFIA

The farm’s previous
lawyer, Lee Turner of Doak
Shirreff LLP, told the Valley
Voice that he wasn’t interested
in representing the farm in
an appeal of Justice Zinn’s
decision, as he didn’t think
it would be successful. “The
judge made it very clear that
if Parliament gives an agency
broad powers to carry out the
law, there is nothing the courts
can do,” he said.

Please consider a voluntary
subscription to the Valley Voice!

https://valleyvoice.ca/donate/
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Open letter
to MP Scott
Anderson:

I have trust in the free and
fair Canadian election process
and congratulate you on your win
and commitment to us as a public
servant. That said, I live in New
Denver and am disappointed that
where I live was subject to a riding
restructuring and that we are now
in a new riding dominated by a
large urban population hundreds
of kilometres from us. This new
riding name doesn’t even make any
reference to us. You did say at the
Slocan candidates’ debate that you
would be in our part of the riding at
least twice a month and I will look
forward to that.

I want to bring your attention to
several things of concern to me as
your constituent.

Climate change is the most
pressing issue we face today. I
was disappointed that you did not
attend the all-candidates meeting
regarding climate change that was
held on Zoom two weeks prior to
the election. As a person living
in an area that was devastated by
wildfires last summer, I dread the
coming season. We have been living
in a severe climate situation for
years now and although most people
want government to act to slow it
down, very little has been done. The
Conservative Party of Canada seems
to doubt the veracity of this issue,
which scientists have been studying
and issuing dire warnings about for
decades. The Conservative Party is
focused on giving more money to

fossil fuel companies (most of them
US-owned) and continuing business
as usual. I don’t have the luxury of
living in an Ottawa bubble — I and
my neighbours are on the front lines
of climate change.

As the opposition party, you and
the Conservatives have a voice in
the future of Canada. One issue that
has not been getting the attention
it should is the genocide in Gaza.
In fact, Canada is complicit in
the genocide. I was pleased that
you stated your strong support for
Ukraine at the debate. I hope you
will be a Conservative voice for
justice for the attacked Ukrainians
and as well for the innocent people
of Gaza. A large proportion of
the dead, wounded and starving
are children. The Israeli Defence
Forces are committing atrocities with
impunity. As well as killing innocent
families, they are targeting and
killing journalists and aid workers
who are doing their best to help
ordinary people. We, the former
peacekeepers in the world, have a
role to play in ending this calamity.

Lastly, the divisive rhetoric of
your leader has done a disservice to
the people of Canada. The constant
attacks and blame and focus on
looking backwards are keeping us
distracted from the work we need
to do to move forward together.
The election results showed that
blame and attacks are a dead-end
game. I was pleased at the restraint
and courtesy that you and the other
candidates demonstrated at the
debate in Slocan City. I would like to
see you continue to promote civility
and respect in your party. We do not
want to go down the path the US has
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OPINION

chosen where politicians have used
rage and fear of the “other” to divide
and conquer.

I realize you are a new MP and
have a lot on your plate now. I hope
you will strive to ensure that all of
our children and their children grow
up in a safe, fair and just Canada.

Helen Davis
New Denver

It's a floodplain,

stupid!

Please excuse the highly
charged, biased, even rude title to
this statement.

Itis not meant to be disrespectful,
but it is meant to make painfully clear
that developing a floodplain (in a
natural state), which is an integral
part of the asset management of the
Village of Kaslo, must meet a higher
standard than any other “normal”
area. That floodplain provides
protection to both sides of the river
and is a jewel on Kootenay Lake with
lands that are owned by the Village
of Kaslo! The stringent conditions
set for development of this property
are not an error, or an oversight.
They are intentional and represent
a clear acknowledgement of the
critical importance of consideration
of development in the floodplain.

The Village of Kaslo hired
consultants that would respect
the importance of Village ideals,
manage and advise the creation of
the OCP that is now in use to guide
development. Their mindset was to
act on behalf of the residents of Kaslo
and create a STRONG document to
acknowledge and protect the most
critical of the Village assets.

I was the Mayor of Kaslo when
the first very old and outdated OCP
was revised. The Village sought out
and retained a consultant that would
appreciate the rich natural assets of
our community and the strong desire
to maintain and preserve that natural
‘vibe.” I remember over coffee one
morning in the very early days of
working with the consultant, we
decided to go for a walk along the
open space and natural areas on the
Village lakeshore. The consultant

and his assistant were blown away —
seriously, they were gobsmacked at
the aesthetic beauty of the viewscapes
and lakefront, including the South
Beach area. They made it clear to
me that what they were looking at
here was heads above any other
project they had worked on for the
potential of the appreciation natural
environment — as Kaslo’s most
valuable calling card. We all live that
daily, and their outsider input was a
valuable contribution to our process.
As outsiders, they were able to shock
our perspective a bit, and raise our
awareness to an asset that otherwise
is so easy for residents to take for
granted. You only need to seriously
read the OCP guidelines today,
with this in mind, to understand
why there is such great focus on
these values. And to give credibility
to the increased onus placed on
development consideration.

And that is why the standard for
developing this highly important and
valuable asset is set so much higher
than for any other development in
Kaslo. The current council and staff
seem to want to explain away the
higher bar for development as an
oversight, or error on the part of the
original authors of the language in
this document. In reality, quite the
opposite is true. The floodplain is
such a critical asset of the Village
for social, cultural, environmental
and economic values, that the
development guidelines are set as
high as possible to: a) discourage
development and b) make certain that
if development happens, it satisfies
a higher standard of care, to ensure
there is no remorse for losing such
an important asset.

The language in the OCP for
developing the Kaslo South Beach
floodplain is more stringent than
for any other area in Kaslo for very
pragmatic and intentional purposes
— to steer development strongly
in the direction of preservation,
especially for Village-owned lands
in this area. I don’t have the words
to express the absurdity of dismissing
guidelines in a well-developed OCP
that represent the critical nature of
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the floodplain as an oversight. In
reality, the OCP protects the values
of this community. And if this is not
apparent in the application to private
lands, how on earth can council and
Village staff set aside these values/
guidelines when considering the
disposition of Village-owned lands?
Itis absurd to ‘donate’ Village-owned
property to a private, exclusive
endeavour.
Jim Holland
Kaslo

Another Canada
Post strike

Thanks for the half strike Canada
Post union workers! You call for a
strike May 23 and then change
course to just an overtime ban. Not
a great strategy when people need
confidence their mail will be sent or
reach them in a timely fashion. This
Crown corporation is bleeding out
millions every day and taxpayers are
expected to just keep this monster
afloat? Since 2018, Canada Post
has been $3 billion in debt and now
Ottawa hands them another billion
to keep the lights on and not end up
in a bankruptcy dumpster fire.

Any normal private company
would have folded up long ago.
Powerful public sector unions today
call the shots and Canadians get to
pay. The union postal workers struck
during the holiday season last year
for a month: nothing got solved and
people and businesses got burned
with no service or having to use an
expensive private courier. Trudeau
forced them back to work, like all
the other strikers last year with zero
resolution.

Since our new Prime Minister
Mark Carney is a stealth banker with
many words for bailout, I imagine
he will find the money for this
essential service and keep the debt
wheels turning. I expect more debt
and uncertainty. I am sick of being
aunion hostage for higher demands
when their Crown corporation is
really a Crown corpse. Negotiations
have been going on for a year with
ZETO progress.

Iam not anti-labour but enough is
enough. Come up with areal plan or
dissolve the corporation corpse and
start over with private companies
or even a mix of government and
private. Finding a solution is a lot
of work so I suspect Mark Carney
will do more borrowing, pushed
through under the banner of fairness
and essential service. Wonderful
creative accounting with liabilities
magically becoming investments
for the future of our decrepit mail

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
system.

Canada Post is just one of many
examples where public sector
unions have become untouchable,
regardless of the cost to the rest
of the country. What used to be
about protecting worker rights has
morphed into entrenched, bloated
bureaucracy, a mirror of Canada,
held up for the whole world to see.

Canada has had no budget for
over a year now and this lack of
transparency is what poor countries
in the third world do. What are
you hiding, Carney? Eventually
credit rating agencies will have
a closer look and downgrade the
whole country for being allergic to
accountability and addicted to debt.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Ostrich farm
situation

One way or another, there needs to
be closure on the ostrich farm. If there
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were closure, the protesters would leave
and the quarantine would be lifted.
Also, there’s a lot of misinformation
on the internet and word of mouth. An
example was written under comments
— it stated that only two birds had died
while court documents said that 69 had
died. The story is getting wilder every
time you look on the internet. Some
claims are also beyond ridiculous. Also,
the CFIA could order the birds to be
put in a landfill or elsewhere. Also, the
claim that Dr. Oz would take the birds
to the US —I don’t think they can leave
here while under quarantine. Also, I
wondered why the CFIA hasn’t done
the cull. Could be a safety issue.I’d dig
deeper into the situation. A good source
is the independent newspaper The Tyee
and also the Avian Flu Handbook. Both
are on the internet.

This is a fluid situation with
information changing almost every day.
By the time you read this information,
it may not apply.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

Lemon Creek fuel spill
compensation process begins

by Jan McMurray

Almost 12 years after the Lemon
Creek fuel spill in the Slocan Valley,
residents can now make a claim for
compensation. The deadline to make
aclaim is November 18 this year —and
it could take until November next year
to receive your compensation money.

The $4.5 million settlement
agreement was approved in the
BC Supreme Court last month. A
company called Verita Global in
London, Ontario was appointed to
review claims and distribute the
funds. The company’s decisions on
the claims will be final; the only way
to appeal a decision will be through
the courts.

The claims form is available
online at lemoncreekclassaction.ca, or
you can contact Verita Global to send
you a paper form. Contact information
for Verita Global is in the notice on
page 22 of this paper. Additional
documentation will be required in the
claims process, depending on which
class you fall into — the Property Class
or the Bodily Injury Class.

The Property Class is everyone
who owned, leased, rented or occupied
property at the time of the spill (July
13,2013) within the evacuation zone.
The Bodily Injury Class is everyone
who was in the evacuation area at the
time of the spill and suffered personal
injury as aresult. The evacuation zone
extends from Lemon Creek to the
Playmor junction and includes about
2,700 properties.

Those in the Property Class will
have to submit documentation proving
that they owned, leased, rented or
occupied property in the evacuation
zone at the time, such as a lease, proof
of ownership, or a utility bill. If you
evacuated, you will be asked to submit
evidence such as a displacement bill,
affidavit or journal entries. If you
owned or occupied more than one
property in the evacuation zone at the
time, you must make a separate claim
for each property.

Those in the Bodily Injury Class
will have to submit evidence of their
injuries due to the spill, such as
medical evidence or an affidavit.

People making claims can also
claim for special circumstances, such
as property loss/repair, evacuation
costs, healthcare costs, personal
income loss, business income loss,
and diminution of property loss.
These will all require additional
documentation.

The $4.5 million has to cover
a lot of costs over and above the
compensation for residents, including
all legal fees and expenses, the costs of
healthcare provided to class members
by the provincial Ministry of Health,
honoraria to class representatives
Robert Kirk and James Ross and
to those who attended court for the
discovery hearing, and all the costs
of claims administration.

For more information, see the
notice on page 22 of this paper and
visit www.lemoncreekclassaction.ca.

Excellent turnout for Imagining Slocan’s Waterfront Commons

continued from page 1

roads, and then use mushrooms,
microbes and plants for remediation.
“Let’s turn it into a park at first that
is bioremediating — that would be an
attraction in itself,” he said.

Mayor Lunn said daylighting
Springer Creek is in the Official
Community Plan and offers
opportunities to partner with the
Sinixt and Okanagan Nation Alliance.
“I see that as a huge starting point,”
she said. “You're right — things will
take time, so what can we do to
maximize the site for the people while
we’re doing it?”

Another citizen became quite
emotional when asking if there was
room to thrive without requiring
growth. “The shore is sacred,” she
said.

Shorefast’s Gwen Patrick said
the goal is not necessarily population
growth, but rather population
maintenance. “We have an aging
population on Fogo, so our goal is to
bring people home so we can maintain
— it will take a lot of change to
maintain. That’s one of your questions
—what’s the scale? What do you want
that population target to be? Maybe
you don’t target growth, but you target
growth in school enrolment.”

Councillor Jordan Knott said
council is looking at quality of life,
access to services and opportunities
for locals, especially young people,
as the benchmarks of success.
“Preserving the natural beauty of
this place is very near and dear to
my heart,” he said. “I don’t want
anyone to think we’re losing sight of
that. Anything we build on that site
will be in service of this place and
community.”

Another person said he wants to
celebrate First Nations, Doukhobor
and Japanese-Canadian peoples as
part of the project. “Cultural diversity
is the foundation block for building
this community,” he said.

Yet another said BC venture
capital is available for the triple
bottom line business model of people,

planet and profit.
Mill site contamination

The site is not considered high
risk, but there is some residual soil
and groundwater contamination that
will have to be addressed, said Dave
Diplock, Environmental Engineer and
owner of Bear Environmental out of
Rossland. There is also restoration of
Springer Creek to consider, as well as
the foreshore. Although the foreshore
is Crown land and is still under
industrial lease to Springer Creek
Forest Products until 2038, Diplock
noted that the waterfront will play an
important role in what the community
wants to achieve on the land. The
foreshore has been raised with fill,
and is littered with lots of riprap, log
cribbing and concrete abutments, he
said. He hasn’t seen the lease and
couldn’t answer questions on the
status of the lease or the cleanup
obligations of the leaseholder. He
indicated that when there is a vision
for the property, the Village would be
in a good position to have discussions
about the lease with the Province.

Diplock said there are elevated
hydrocarbon (fuel and grease)
levels around where the sawmill,
maintenance shop, rail spur and
underground thermal pipeline were,
and elevated metals where the
maintenance shop and burners were.
There is also significant wood waste,
concrete, asphalt and miscellaneous
debris, he said. One citizen said
there was a ‘dip pond’ at one point,
where lumber was dipped into a toxic
pond. Diplock said he has found no
documentation about this pond, but
the concern would be PCPs. He said
he doesn’t know if the former forestry
company looked into PCPs in the
groundwater samples.

One of the areas of the site
that will need the most work is the
former maintenance shop location
at the northeast end of the site,
Diplock said. Here, the top one
metre of soil will probably have
to be replaced or capped — but
local solutions are possible, such as

capping contaminated soils with the
fill that was brought in to elevate the
foreshore, he said. He mentioned that
uses might be found for the wood
waste on the site, as well, for habitat
restoration, for example.

Diplock said the vision was
the first step. “If you don’t know
where you’re going, you don’t know
where to start,” he said, and used
the example of creek restoration to
illustrate this. “If you want a creek
that will maximize spawning habitat,
that would look different than a creek
to maximize development of the
property,and that would look different
from a creek that’s maximized for
recreational enjoyment.”

One citizen asked if Springer
Creek could be restored to the point
where it was healthy enough for fish.
“Absolutely!” Diplock responded. “If
you were ever to touch the creek, you
would have to make sure it would be
of benefit to the fish.”

There have been two
environmental reviews done on the
property. Diplock was involved in
an investigation of the site around
the time the Village purchased the
land. There is also a 2016 report
that Springer Creek Forest Products
was required to submit to the
Ministry of Environment when they
decommissioned the sawmill. “The
work done by Springer Creek Forest
Products looked at the site as an
industrial site, and the work done by
Bear Environmental looked at it as a
residential site, which has the highest
standard,” he explained.

When asked if the Village has
accepted liability for the property,
Diplock said the Village did its due
diligence before the purchase, and
Springer Creek sold the property as
is. “That’s also why the property was
areally good price,” he pointed out.

Diplock has experience with
similar sites. “The Squamish site
makes this one look like a walk in
the park, so anything can be done
with this land — money is the only
object,” he said.

WildSafeBC seeks coordinator for Arrow Slocan Lakes

submitted

Each year in British Columbia,
hundreds of wild animals come into
conflict with people, often resulting in
negative outcomes for both wildlife
and communities. These encounters
are preventable. By educating residents
and reducing common attractants like
garbage and compost, communities can
play a key role in keeping wildlife wild
and neighbourhoods safe.

That’s why WildSafeBC, the
provincial leader in preventing conflict

with wildlife, managed by the British
Columbia Conservation Foundation
(BCCF), is extending the application
deadline for the Community Coordinator
position in Arrow Slocan Lakes. This
role offers a meaningful opportunity to
lead local efforts in reducing human-
wildlife conflict through education,
outreach and collaboration.
Community Coordinators
deliver wildlife safety education and
programming in communities across BC.
From school presentations and bear spray

workshops to garbage bin tagging and
door-to-door outreach, coordinators raise
awareness about how to prevent conflict
with black bears, cougars, wolves,
coyotes, raccoons and more.

This work is community-driven.
Coordinators are trusted leaders who
work with municipalities, Indigenous
communities, schools, local media and
residents to support positive changes and
long-term solutions.

Visit: www.bccf .com/opportunities-
employment to apply.
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Kaslo infoNet Society aims to connect Meadow Creek to fibre network this year

by Jan McMurray

The Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN)
continues to expand its fibre network
in the North Kootenay Lake area,
with the goal of serving everyone
in RDCK Area D by the end of
2026. The current project will see
Meadow Creek and a few properties
along Duncan Forest Service Road
connected to the KiN network.

“It’s an exciting project and
we’re happy to offer fibre to some
of these communities that have been
waiting for a long time,” said Marco
DeBortoli, KiN’s Project Manager.

This year’s project involves
underground fibre lines along Duncan
River Forest Service Road, with two
aerial crossings — one over Hamill
Creek and one over Duncan River.
KiN will place its fibre on BC Hydro
poles for the Hamill Creek crossing,
and will install its own poles for the
Duncan River crossing. Cooper Creek
is also on the work list for this year,
Marco said, with South Fork, Howser
and a few properties just north of
Kaslo and on the Kaslo Back Road
for next year.

In a previous project, KiN

installed submarine fibre in Kootenay
Lake from Kaslo to Argenta. “Our
goal is to connect that network we
have in Argenta to Meadow Creek
and get all our customers in Meadow
Creek on fibre,” Marco said.

KiN currently serves Meadow
Creek with its wireless network. “So
we have lots of customers there, but
we’d like to switch them to fibre
because it is superior to wireless — it
offers better reliability,” Marco said.

The fibre service is actually less
expensive, as well, for two-and-a-half
times the speed customers are getting

with the wireless service, Marco says.
Wireless customers are paying $120
per month for 10 Mbps down and 3
Mbps up where it costs $75 per month
for the Fibre 25 package, providing 25
Mbps up and down. “There are more
expensive fibre packages, too, but
existing wireless customers can switch
to fibre and pay less for faster service
than they are getting now.”

This phase of the project
involves an application for the use
of Crown land, approvals from the
Ministry of Forests and the Ministry
of Transportation and Transit, and

agreements with BC Hydro, a private
property owner, and the Nature Trust
of BC. The application for use of
the Crown land is out for public
comments until June 28, and is also
out for First Nations consultation.

“It will hopefully be approved this
summer for fall construction work,
but we can’t make any firm time
commitments. It’s in the government’s
hands,” Marco said.

The project is funded by the
Universal Broadband Fund,
administered through Connecting
Communities BC.

Arrow Slocan Tourism promotes travel route to honour Japanese Canadians

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Arrow Slocan Tourism
Association (ASTA) is working on
a new project to bring visitors to
the area by honouring the history of
Japanese Canadians.

The Japanese Canadian
Internment Camps Trail is a self-
guided tour that will connect the
internment sites dispersed through
the Slocan Valley. The travel route
will encourage visitors to explore
the stories of the 22,000 Japanese
Canadians who were forcibly
displaced and interned during and
after World War II.

“Outside of BC, the story isn’t
extremely well-known,” Lynn
Shortt, executive director of ASTA,
told the Valley Voice. “We want to
give people a reason to come and
enjoy the area, while also learning
about its history.”

Thanks to generous funding
from the Japanese Canadian Legacy
Society (JCLS) and Destination BC,
the three-year project will kick off

its first year by mapping the trail
through the Slocan Valley, from
the Bay and Popoff Farms to New
Denver to Sandon. ASTA will lead
the project, working in conjunction
with the Village of New Denver and
JCLS.

The trails and sites are already
established, so ASTA’s goal is
marketing the route. A website is in
the works, complete with a digital
map and descriptions of the sites.
ASTA is aiming for an August 1
launch date.

“We want to bring a different
lens to camp life by focusing on the
resilience of Japanese Canadians,”
said Shortt. “How do you take such
a dark, heavy life and transpose
it into something that makes it
manageable?”

Some of the stories will focus on
the importance of baseball to camp
life. Prior to internment, the Asahi
Baseball League in Vancouver was
the pride of the Japanese Canadian
community and a symbol for equality
and respect during a time of racial

discrimination. Though the league
was separated when players were
displaced, never to play as a team
again, the players brought baseball
to camps throughout BC and kept
the spirit alive.

Other stories explore the
intersection of Japanese culture and
living in the wilderness of Canada.
One example is Shinrin-yoku, also
known as forest bathing, and how
it remedied some of the harshness
of camp life.

“A lot has been curated about
the hardships, establishing camps,
being uprooted from your life and
community —but there are also some
very interesting stories that came out
of those hard times,” said Shortt.

Those powerful accounts of
making a life out of a terrible
situation are the kinds of stories the

trail will focus on.

“The hope of Japanese Canadians
— and of ASTA - is that if we learn
and are educated, we won’t repeat the
past,” she said. “This is how we can
do something to ensure awareness
remains, so we don’t forget.”

The idea sprang from a
conversation with New Denver
Mayor Leonard Casley, during
the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre’s anniversary dinner last
year. Both Casley and Shortt saw the
tourism opportunity of connecting
other internment sites with the
Nikkei Centre.

Shortt said ASTA focuses on
sustainable tourism, So communities
can adjust to increased visitors
without getting overwhelmed. She
envisions the trail bringing travellers
to the area during the off-season, and

increasing interest in local museums.

Next year,ASTA hopes to connect
the trail to Kaslo, then further to
include Christina Lake, Greenwood,
and Midway. Eventually, the big
dream is to link internment sites
in the Lower Mainland — such as
Hastings Park, which the Pacific
National Exhibition (PNE) grounds
now occupy — to the BC interior
sites, then all the way to Lethbridge,
Alberta, and beyond.

But for now, ASTA is sticking
close to home. Preparation for a
launch party in early September is
underway, with plans for a baseball
game. Shortt said ASTA wants to
involve the local communities in the
project — and what better way than
with the sport that bore witness to
Japanese Canadians’ perseverance
against all odds.

Sandon boasts three new must-see attractions this season

by Jan McMurray

Put Sandon on your ‘must visit’
list this season as there are three
new attractions to check out in the
historical townsite: a display on
Japanese Canadian internment, the
replica Burns and Atherton buildings,
and a heritage signage tour.
Japanese Canadian
internment display

In the window of the newly
renovated Burns building, four
interpretive panels tell the story
of Japanese Canadian internment
in Sandon. Mark July 19 on your
calendar for the opening celebration.

The project manager was Marsh
Garrick Rice, Sandon Historical
Society Director, with Carolyn
Nakagawa as researcher/ writer and
Danielle Jette as graphic designer.
Jette’s grandparents were interned in
Sandon so this was a personal project
for her.

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Willy Molloy and Ken Driedger
of the Apple Tree Workshop in New
Denver installed the panels and
backdrop in the Burns building.

The project was funded by the
Japanese Canadian Legacies Society,
which approached the Sandon
Historical Society and invited them to
propose a project, reports Abi Marsh
of the Sandon Historical Society.
Replica Burns and
Atherton buildings

The historic Burns and Atherton
buildings adjacent to the museum
have been refurbished to hearken back
to the historical shopfronts with new
wooden siding, hand-built fir windows
and beautiful wood detailing. The
work was done by the Madden Timber
Construction crew headed up by Ryan
Butler.

The two replica buildings
were designed by Bob Inwood and
constructed in the mid-"90s by Ken
Butler, Ryan’s father. Inwood and
Butler both specialized in heritage
projects and are well known in the
field. The solidly constructed shells
sat for years until the funding came
through to finish them up. Only the
doors to the Atherton building are yet
to come for the project to be complete.

This Sandon Historical Society
project was made possible with funding
from a Destination Development grant
from the BC Ministry of Tourism,
Arts, Culture and Sport.

Heritage signage tour

Visitors to Sandon can now stop
to read interpretive signage along
the K&S Trail and Cody Spur while
taking a walk, bike ride or cross-
country ski. Thirteen new signs
highlight sites of interest along the
way, including the site of the former
hospital and the brewery.

“We wanted to encourage people
interested in history to get off the
beaten track and onto the trail, and
to encourage the people who just use
the trails to learn about the history,”
Abi said.

The K&S Station in Sandon is
a good starting point for the trail. A
brochure with a map and description
of the route will soon be available
at the K&S Station and the Sandon
Museum.

This project was a collaboration
between the Sandon Historical Society
and the North Slocan Trails Society,
funded by the Slocan Valley Legacy
Fund and the RDCK Rec Commission
6 grant.
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It’s not a community garden in
the traditional sense, but the new
collaborative garden at Arrow and
Slocan Lakes Community Services
brings the community together and helps
provide fresh produce to Annabelle’s
Bin, the ASLCS food bank.

The new garden beds, located
at ASLCS, are the result of a unique
collaboration between local programs,
staff and dedicated community
members. It came about when the office
social committee started a conversation
about team building and community
engagement. From just a seed of an idea
back in February, the garden has grown
and evolved quickly. Funding provided
by NACFOR and food bank-directed
funds from the West Kootenay Rush
was the starting point and allowed the
construction of raised beds by the former
Community Works crew as part of their
work experience.

Because the food bank will be the
recipient of the garden produce, Food
Bank Coordinator Anne Miskulin was
involved in the planning. She requested

I COMMUNITY
Growing together: A collaborative garden for the Nakusp food bank

fresh items such as greens, tomatoes,
herbs, peppers and other vegetables
that add variety and interest — not just
onions and potatoes. With the rising cost
of food, and food security hot button
issues, it’s more important than ever to
make sure our community members are
not just fed but fed well. Produce coming
from the garden will be weighed for
tracking, reporting and future planning
purposes and clients may be surveyed
about what else they would like to see
in the future.

The garden isn’t just about growing
vegetables — it’s about growing
community. Seniors share gardening
wisdom with students; families can
spend weekends planting, weeding,
and helping with harvest; and everyone
involved gets the satisfaction of knowing
their efforts are feeding neighbours in
need. In this early first phase, the garden
project has been a true collaboration
between staff and community members
who have donated plants and time and
met in the garden for intergenerational
connections and, of course, snacks
and tea.

Margaret Driscoll of ASLCS says,
“The garden is an invitation, not an
expectation. It is a peaceful and inviting
space where we hope people will want
to spend their time.”

Hailey Bekker of ASLCS Women’s
Outreach and Peas + Love Homestead
has been instrumental in the planning
and organization of the project. She
has been pleased to see programs such
as CBAL and ARC Family Services
already using the space for programming
and welcomes other groups to use the
garden as a learning and program space.

The social committee is excited to
see how else the garden can grow. Future
phases are expected to include fencing
and seating areas as well as irrigation to
make sure the plants are well watered
in the hotter months. Organizers are
grateful for all the positive feedback and
to Box Lake Lumber for their donation
of mulch, NACFOR for their generous
funding and to the neighbours who have
appeared regularly with gloves on or a
watering can in hand.

If you haven'’t already, community
members are welcome to stop by and

check out what is growing at ASLCS —

205 6th Ave NW.

WildSafeBC seeks coordinator for
Arrow Slocan Lakes

submitted

Each year in British Columbia,
hundreds of wild animals come into
conflict with people, often resulting in
negative outcomes for both wildlife
and communities. These encounters
are preventable. By educating residents
and reducing common attractants like
garbage and compost, communities can
play a key role in keeping wildlife wild
and neighbourhoods safe.

That’s why WildSafeBC, the
provincial leader in preventing conflict
with wildlife, managed by the British
Columbia Conservation Foundation
(BCCF), is extending the application
deadline for the Community Coordinator
position in Arrow Slocan Lakes. This
role offer a meaningful opportunity
to lead local efforts in reducing
human-wildlife conflict through
education, outreach and collaboration.
Community Coordinators deliver wildlife
safety education and programming in

communities across BC. From school
presentations and bear spray workshops
to garbage bin tagging and door-to-door
outreach, coordinators raise awareness
about how to prevent conflict with
black bears, cougars, wolves, coyotes,
raccoons and more.

The position is contract-based,
offering $23-$24 per hour for 450 to
500 hours, depending on the community.
The contract runs from May 20 to
November 30,2025, with the possibility
of additional hours based on available
funding.

Garbage, compost and bird seed are
key attractants that draw wildlife into
human spaces. Animals that learn to seek
out human-provided food are more likely
to be involved in conflict, which can
lead to relocation or, in severe cases, the
animal being euthanized. When we reduce
these attractants and change our habits,
wildlife are more likely to remain wild and
communities become safer for everyone.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446,
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; corkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesdays thru Sundays, 3-9 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family friendly dining and casual
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.joneshoysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo * 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Open: 3-9 pm. Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel,
tackle, fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery

The best in Summer ‘25 eco fashion is here! From Victoria’s Leka Design, a women-owned
small business that turns sustainable linen fabrics into gorgeous creations, we have a
fine selection of cool tops, pants, tunics and dresses * We’ve expanded our collection of
colourful sun dresses from River Goddess, whose timeless and feminine cotton dresses
and skirts are perfect for summer! « More ladies bamboo clothing is here from Abaka,
including new colours in the always popular Julliette tee * Hours: Monday to Saturday,
10:30 am - 5 pm, Sunday 10:30 - 3 pm « Thanks for shopping locally - we hope to see you

soon! * 250-358-2178 « Facebook & Instagram * RavensNestBC.com ¢
Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products,
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store

A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca

Caravan Company Goods

Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com

Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC

Alittle store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated sec-
ond hand clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more.
We have something for everyone!

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market s your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing & Much More!! 250-355-2211,
svmki@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Mama Sita’s Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9
pm, 7 days a week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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The Mosquitos, an original
absurdist play premiering at the
Capitol Theatre in Nelson, asks us
to consider: How do we live in a
world together when we no longer
share a reality?

The idea first bit Slocan Valley
playwright Marya Folinsbee on a hot
summer night in 2019.

She was up late reading and
being pestered by a mosquito,
thinking about how to be a mother
and live in community during weird
and fraught times.

Then COVID hit, and she
watched the creep of misinformation
and divisive politics grow — not just
on the world stage but polarizing her

rural Kootenay community.

From awkward conversations at
the playground — to comment wars
on the Slocan Valley community
Facebook group, which Folinsbee
is an administrator for — the sense
that she shared a reality with people
around her was disappearing.

In The Mosquitos, an absurd
comedy of manners, a group of old
friends get together for a dinner
party while their community is in
the midst of a strange and disturbing
transformation.

Here, the change isn’t internet-
efueled politics, but rumours are
swirling that their neighbours are no
longer the humans they once were.

Written in the wetlands

following Zoom link:

Village of Kaslo

VILLAGE OF
KASLO

ANNUAL
MUNICIPAL

Adraft of the Village of Kaslo’s 2024 Annual Report is
available for public inspection at the Village Office in
City Hall, 413 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC on weekdays
except statutory holidays, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
and on our website https://kaslo.ca/p/bylaws-reports

The final 2024 Annual Report will be presented at the
regular Council meeting held in Council Chambers
at City Hall, scheduled for 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June
24, 2025. Online participation is available using the

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4857930110. Members of
the public are invited to ask questions and provide
comments to Council in advance or at this time.

Submissions can be sent to:
By Mail: PO Box 576, Kaslo, BC, VOG 1M0

In Person: 413 Fourth Street
Via Email: admin@kaslo.ca

REPORT

PHOTO CREDIT: AUBREY BURKE

COMMUNITY I
Slocan Valley playwright’s The Mosquitos premiers at the Capitol

Folinsbee lives on Sinixt territory
in Winlaw, built on wetlands of the
Slocan River that make for notorious
mosquitos in the late spring and
summer.

She co-created Material Theatre
in 2018 with friend and collaborator
Martina Avis, to produce place-
based rural theatre and performance
installations with and in community.

While grounded there, The
Mosquitos is inspired by the absurdist
theatre movement of the 1940s and
*50s in Europe — an artistic reaction
to the Second World War, fascism,
and the existential crisis of nuclear
war.

That movement includes plays
like Samuel Beckett’s Waiting
for Godot and Eugene Ionesco’s
1959 play Rhinoceros. Mosquitos
quotes, and is in conversation with
Rhinoceros.

The show is created by an all-
local cast of artists from the West
Kootenay, including projection
design, mask and puppetry, local
actors and a small crew of children.

Funding is provided by the
Canada Council for the Arts, the
BC Arts Council, the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance and the
inaugural Judy Wapp Art Fellowship
Award, a local prize created in
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memory of a beloved Kootenay
artist.

How to see The
Mosquitos

This original work premiers at
the Capitol Theatre in Nelson with
two shows, Thursday June 12 and
Friday June 13. Purchase tickets on
the Capitol Theatre website.

There is also a ‘rustic preview’ at
the Vallican Whole on Friday, June 6,
with limited tickets available.

For more information:
materialtheatre.ca, Instagram: @
material_theatre, Facebook: Material
Theatre

The Mosquitos cast — Back: Mike Funergy, Kozmo Sammartino, Lindsay Clague, Roger Carter, Marya Folinsbee, Pati McLaughlin, Aaron Pickett,
James Shaw. Front: Emily Ryan, Karmelle Spence-Sing

Earth Week Event explores forestry and navigating difficult conversations

by Zen Wang

Neighbours United hosted an
event as part of Earth Week Nelson
on April 24 from 6 to 8 pm at the
Taghum Hall. The aim of this event
was to teach youth how to navigate
difficult conversations surrounding
climate change and the environment.

After a welcome and land
acknowledgement, host Joelle Burnie
asked everyone to form a circle in
the middle of the room, where they
discussed three questions: How do
you envision the future of forestry?
How do you think we should use
forests as a resource? Which entities
do you feel like you can’t trust and
what would be required for you to be
able to trust that entity?

Everyone in the circle
acknowledged the need for the
forestry industry in order to provide
our communities with wood products
and good-paying jobs. Forestry also
gives us better access to wilderness
via forest service roads. However,
on the other side of the coin is the
devastating effects of cutblocks to

the health of a natural forest. Some
of the participants were tree planters
and they shared their experience
of planting small trees of a single
variety in a non-viable environment.
“I don’t think most of the trees I
planted in Alberta made it past the
first year,” one former tree planter
admitted.

The majority of the participants
agreed that the forestry industry
is driven by economics, so would
not inherently be concerned
about communities near logging
operations. Therefore, it is up to
the communities to speak up and
demand change.

While discussing all this,
participants were encouraged to use
deep canvassing techniques. Joelle
explained this technique is rooted in
listening with honest curiosity and
non-judgment to the concern of the
speaker. The listener also shares his/
her/their personal life experiences
and encourages the other person
to do the same. The end result of
deep canvassing is often a lasting

change of opinion in the person being
canvassed.

Neighbours United is supporting
the proposed biodiversity and
ecosystem health law being
considered by the provincial
government. The new law would
make biodiversity and ecosystem
health the top priority for the way our
forests are managed. At the Taghum
Hall event, participants wrote letters
in support of the proposed new law
to Kootenay Central MLA Brittny
Anderson.

The event was inspiring, and all
the more so because of the venue.
Taghum Hall afforded views of a
beautiful sunset reflecting off the
tree-covered mountains and the
flowing Kootenay River, giving
people a sense of urgency to protect
what is dear to them.

In closing the host and volunteers
invited everyone to sign the
petition in favour of the proposed
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health
Law on the Neighbours United
website (neighboursunited.org).
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Nakusp and area lost connectivity
— both internet and cell service —
during Monday night’s meeting.
However, council continued through
the outage and completed all business
items on the agenda.

Rec centre service
agreement

The Village will ask the RDCK
to conduct an informal review of
how the Nakusp and District Sports
Complex receives funding for daily
operations and asset management.

The current model sees the
RDCK collecting a tax requisition
from Village and defined Area K
residents, and an RDCK commission
governing the service. However, the
commission is not functioning as
intended. Discussions between the
Village and the RDCK introduced
the idea of a contribution service
agreement to manage the facility
instead.

Under an agreement, the Village
would be responsible for setting the
budget and rates for the complex, and
would collect funds directly from its
residents — instead of tax requisitions
going through the RDCK first. For
defined Area K’s contribution, the
Village would set the amount in
the budget and submit a request to
the RDCK to collect the funds. The
agreement would be renewed every
five years.

The Village owns the entire
facility and is responsible for all
operation and maintenance costs.
In the current model, little to no
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funding is being set aside for asset
management. A contribution service
agreement would help establish a
reserve fund, give the Village more
control over how the facility is
managed, and bring fairness to how
costs are divvied up between Village
and defined Area K residents.

The informal review will only
apply to the recreation centre portion
of the RDCK service, which also
includes cemetery function and
animal control.

Campground discount
denied

Council didn’t approve a request
from Horizons Unlimited (HU)
for a discount on renting the entire
campground from July 10 to 12.

HU is a motorcycle tour
company that offers adventure
packages for people to travel together
by motorcycle in locations around
the world. It has included Nakusp as
one of its destinations for 15 years.

HU typically rents the entire
campground for the weekend, with
attendees also staying at local hotels
and other campgrounds. HU also
rents a portion of the sports complex
for speaker events.

The organizers and owners of
the company recently contacted the
Village, surprised to see an increase
in the cost of campground and rec
facility rental fees; HU has received
discounted rates in the past by
campground contractors and Village
staff who were unauthorized to do so.
Fees are also up this year since HU
doesn’t quality for non-profit rates.

The owners requested a discount,

Village of Nakusp invites
waterfront master plan

byRachael Lesosky,Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Nakusp has launched a master
planning process to revitalize its
treasured waterfront — and is seeking
input from the community.

“Nakusp’s waterfront is central
to our community — supporting
recreation, relaxation, and connection
to nature,” reads the Village’s website.
“With increasing use each year, it’s
time to plan for a sustainable and
inclusive future.”

The waterfront master plan is a
long-term planning document that will
guide how the Village’s waterfront area
can evolve over time. The Village’s
goal is for the community to shape
the plan, in order to reflect the unique
character, needs, and aspirations of
Nakusp and its visitors.

On May 22, the Village and
consultants from Selkirk Planning
and Navagrah Landscape Architecture
& Urban Design hosted an open house
to begin the public engagement
process. Attendees could view displays

of possibilities for the waterfront, and
offer opinions and feedback on the
ideas.

“We are here simply to listen and to
bounce ideas off of,” said Yogeshwar
Navagrah. “We are listening and
gathering, then we’ll come up with the
plan in consultation with the Village —a
plan that gives Nakusp what it wants.”

Navagrah and Fraser Blythe
(Selkirk) started work on the plan
earlier this year — waterfront-goers
may have noticed the orange X’s —
and presented their observations and
opportunities at the open house.

At its core, the plan hopes to
bring cohesion and vibrancy to the
waterfront. Ideas range from general
repairs and updates to benches,
walkways, and railings, all the way to
saunas and kayak rentals. Accessibility
improvements for washrooms and
lake access are front of mind, as well
as ways to connect the lakefront to
the downtown core. The consultants
proposed potential commercial
amenities along the lake, which

stating in a letter that registration
opened last September based on the
old price. They were unaware of the
increase until last month and worry
about making up the difference.

After a thorough discussion,
council decided not to give a
discount for renting the campground.
Council believed past discounts
were inappropriately given. The
Village also doesn’t give discounts
to other organizations, including
registered non-profits. Council
also discussed asset management:
reducing campground revenue would
be irresponsible and put an unfair
burden on Village taxpayers.

Sports complex rental rates
are up to the RDCK joint service
commission to decide. Any discounts
would need to be discussed when the
commission meets in June.
Operations report

Council received a quarterly
update from the operations
department, summarizing its
activities in administration, arena/
parks, public works, and water and
sewer utilities during March, April,
and May.

Admin staff hired one casual
public works equipment operator,
one temporary GIS technician, and
are training four summer students.
The public works foreman resigned,
as well as an operator-in-training.

Arena/Parks staff started the
transition to summer by removing
the ice from the hockey and curling
rinks, and aerating and fertilizing
the playing fields and waterfront.
Irrigation systems are back online,

feedback on

Navagrah said was met with mixed
reviews.

Other potential additions include a
garden wedding gazebo, a naturalized
kids’ play area, sunset and picnic
points, a vegetated greenwall, a
waterfront event and performance
space, and a fire pit zone.

It will take Navagrah and Blythe
a few weeks to digest and synthesize
the feedback before presenting the
findings to council. By September,
detailed concept plans, a costing list,
and an implementation strategy will
be ready, and another open house will
be scheduled for more public input.
Further refinement from there will
culminate in a final waterfront master
plan to be presented and adopted by
council by the end of November, said
Blythe.

The survey is open until June 5 and
is available on the Village’s website,
or paper copies at the Village office or
Seniors Centre. For more information,
email info@nakusp.com or call 250-
265-3689.

WK
Nakusp council, May 26: Village requests informal review of sports complex funding

parks and trails received a seasonal
clean up, and the gazebo washrooms
are open for the season.

Public Works staff toured a high
school class through the facilities.
They also repaired potholes in
alleys and on shoulders, maintained
the fleet, and performed regular
garbage and recycling collection.
Both Arena/Parks and Public Works
staff participated in the community
clean-up week.

Water utility staff prepared for
the reservoir cover replacement
project — set to wrap up by early
June — and installed one new service.

Sewer utility staff performed
annual manhole inspections, and
flushed the hot spots in the sewer
main.

The operations department
also worked on capital projects,
including the wastewater treatment
plan optimization project and marina
repairs on the south breakwater. A
new backhoe loader and snowmobile
were delivered. Site grading is done
at the campground sani-station, with

final concrete work up next. Lagoon
agitators were received and are ready
for installation.

The report also notes that the
sports complex is still being used
for indoor activities like pickleball,
walking, and tai chi. The Arrow
Lakes Gymnastics Club finished its
weekly sessions in March. There
were a couple of single-event
rentals (Easter service and Elections
Canada), and the Village is testing
drop-in activities like squash and
ball hockey.

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repaits, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

and Council at a regular

Exemption Applications

=The Community Charter allows Village Council to
exempt certain properties from taxation. All non-profit
or charitable organizations may be eligible for an ex-
emption. Applications will be considered by the Mayor

criteria may be obtained from the Village Office.

The deadline for receiving new applications for the 2026
Permissive Taxation year is July 1, 2025.

For more information, please contact Mark Tennant,
Director of Finance/Deputy CAO at the Village Office:
91 - 15t St NW or mtennant@nakusp.com or 250-265-
3689. Applications can be picked up from the Village
office or downloaded from the following link: https://
www.nakusp.com/municipal-services/finance-depart-
ment/property-taxes/permissive-tax-exemptions

Village of
Nakusp

2026 Permissive Tax

Council meeting. Eligibility
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David Vernon

Hartman
October 4, 1937 —
May 12, 2025

David Vernon Hartman,
affectionately known as “Vern,”
passed away peacefully on May 12,
2025, in Calgary, Alberta, at the age
of 87. Born on October 4, 1937, in
Tisdale, Saskatchewan, Vern lived a
life dedicated to service, creativity,
and the joy of craftsmanship. He was
a loving husband, wonderful father,

grandfather and great grandfather.

Vern’s career included notable roles as the Mayor of Silverton, B.C.,
where he served the community with integrity and commitment. His
dedication extended beyond politics, as he also spent time as a volunteer
firefighter and worked in forestry. Throughout his life, Vern was celebrated
for his creativity, kindness, and immense talent.

Atrue craftsman, Vern found joy in woodworking, particularly in wood
carving. His passion led him to create delightful four-foot-tall bears, often
adorned in jerseys of his favorite teams. He was particularly known for
his whimsical renditions of Tweety Bird, Betty Boop & the forever loved
Tasmanian Devil. Many can be seen throughout his property and that of
his family and friends.

In addition to his woodworking skills, Vern was a gifted musician and
keyboardist. He cherished every opportunity to gather with friends and
family for musical sessions, where his talents resonated with warmth and
joy. There was always so much laughter when everyone was able to come
together to share a song or two.

Vern’s legacy will continue through his beloved family. He is survived
by his children, Janet Tremorin (Chris Keith), Shelley (Kevin Stone),
and David (Elaine Kerr) Hartman. His spirit will also live on through his
grandchildren, David Tremorin, Marcel Tremorin, Daniella Harris, Ceceila
Pinette, and Beth Hoffman, as well as his great-grandchildren, Vaughan
and Avery Harris, Jordan Pinette, and Katrina Hoffman.

Vern was preceded in death by his cherished mother, Anne Hartman;
his father, James Hartman; and his beloved wife, Audrey “Beth” Hartman.
He is remembered fondly by many extended family members and friends,
whose lives he touched with his creative spirit and kind heart.

In this time of reflection, we celebrate the life of David Vernon
Hartman, whose contributions to his community and the love he shared
with his family will forever remain in our hearts.

COMMUNITY I
Kootenay Herb Gathering seeks ‘work traders’

submitted

Want in on the Kootenay Herb
Gathering magic? Here’s your
backstage pass.

Biennially, around the summer
solstice, something beautiful stirs
in the Slocan Valley: the Kootenay
Herb Gathering.

And behind all the tea-sipping,
plant-whispering, and barefoot
dancing, there’s a crew of humans
— real, smiling humans — making it
all happen. We call them our work
traders, and this Gathering can’t run
without them.

We need you (yes, you)

Here’s the thing: we’re still
looking for a handful of great folks
to help hold the Gathering together as
work traders. It’s an exchange. You
give a bit of your energy and time,
and in return, you’re welcomed into
the roots of this whole thing.

We’re currently filling spots for
the clean team, parking attendants,
welcome desk crew, Elixir Bar hosts,
and classroom assistants.

In return? You get discounted
admission, plenty of time to
attend workshops, and the kind of
connection that doesn’t come with a
wristband — it comes from showing
up and pitching in.

But, clock’s ticking. We need to
have all our work traders in place
soon so the wheels stay greased and
the Gathering flows.

What’s a Herbal

Gathering about?

Yes, it’s about herbalism, but it’s
also about community.

Whether you’re cultivating
food forests, tending goats, or
drying hawthorn berries on your
windowsill, the Gathering is a place
where those everyday practices
connect with something bigger. It’s
where homesteaders, herbalists,
wildcrafters, permaculture designers,
and plant geeks of all kinds come
together to swap skills, stories, and
songs.

The Kootenay Herb Gathering is

where herbal knowledge gets shared
—across tables, through laughter, and
often over a cup of delicious elixirs.

If you’ve been trying to figure
things out on your own — or just want
to go deeper into the plant path — this
weekend’s for you. Come get your
hands in the medicine and your heart
into the community.

And the teachers? They’re not
coming in to lecture from a podium
—they’re showing up with dirt under
their nails, real stories, and lifetimes
of hands-on experience.

You’ve got folks like 7Song,
who’s been on the front lines of
herbal first aid for decades, offering
tools you can use in crisis — whether
it’s wildfire season, a protest, or
helping someone through a rough
patch off-grid. He’s leading a hands-
on intensive Monday that gets right
into the kind of herbalism that meets
the moment.

Chanchal Cabrera brings over 30
years of clinical herbalism, sharing
case studies and insight from her
integrative cancer clinic.

Tiffany Harper is sharing wisdom
on re-Indigenizing plant medicine
and honouring birth — essential
conversations for anyone who cares
about land-based healing and cultural
respect.

Todd Caldecott offers grounded
teachings from Ayurveda on aging
and constitution, while Beverley
Gray, author of The Boreal Herbal,
brings it all home with skin cream
making and stories from the boreal
forest.

And if you’ve ever struggled to
source a favourite herb or wondered
what to use instead, Colleen
Emery has your back, offering
practical strategies for working with
sustainable herbal alternatives using
real-life clinical experience and
sensory assessment.

And yes, Yarrow Willard (ak.a.
the Herbal Jedi) will be there too,
teaching you how to serve up
mocktail magick, and sharing a new
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kids’ series (Adventures of Burdock
and Yarrow) that’s already becoming
Gathering lore.

These are people who’ve built
herbal practices from the ground up,
raised gardens in challenging soil,
and mentored hundreds of budding
herbalists. Their classes don’t just
teach — they connect, inspire, and
meet you where you’re at.

So whether you’re in it for the
clinical herbalism workshops, the
hands-on experiential workshops, or
the joy of sitting under a cedar tree
swapping recipes, you’ll find your
people here.

It’s not just a weekend. It’s a
coming-together. A remembering.
A real-time, real-life, root-down
Gathering.

Apply to be a work trader now at
www.herbconference.com and we’ll
see you in the circle.

Lakeside
String
Ensemble at

Memorial
Hall

submitted

Slocan Lake Arts Council presents a
‘Summer Solstice Serenade’ by the loved
Lakeside String Ensemble at Memorial
Hall in Silverton on June 20 at 7 pm.

This local string sextet is excited
to serenade the audience with engaging
works by Boccherini, Piazzolla,
Fuchs, Faure, and more. Lakeside
String Ensemble is an eclectic mix of
professional and amateur musicians
featuring Irene Whitfield, Danika Skye
Hammond, Martine DenBok, Miranda
Hughes, Heather Huether, and Sue
Mistretta.

All are welcome by donation to
experience this playful Summer Solstice
Serenade at 7 pm on Friday, June 20 at
the Silverton Memorial Hall.

New Denver Nursery School

Preschee] Registretion
9:30 am - 10:30 pm ¢ Thursday June 19th
Located in the Preschool room at Lucerne
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The Langham hosts artist talk featuring Tsuneko Kokubo

submitted

The Asian Canadians Studies Society
announces an ‘artist in conversation’
event with Silverton resident Tsuneko
Kokubo (Koko) and visual artist Cindy
Mochizuki on Sunday, June 8 from 2:30
to 4 pm at the Langham in Kaslo. The
event will also be live-streamed.

Tsuneko Kokubo’s enigmatic artistic
and creative practice spans over 70
years of painting, dance performance,
costume design, and theatre. Born in
1937 in Steveston, BC and raised in
Japan, Kokubo brings a dynamism
of life’s complex beauty by being in-
between states of time, memory, and
place. She is revered as an artist with
deep symbolic interconnectedness to her
lived surroundings which often includes
the trees, rivers, oceans to the plants in
her garden. Her visionary art-making
brings to the surface the life forms and

energies caught in the folds of insightful
observation and play.

Inconversation with interdisciplinary
artist, Cindy Mochizuki, Kokubo
will discuss what has influenced and
carried her as one of the early and
pioneer Japanese Canadian artists of
her time to ‘here.” Speaking through
select artworks and processes, stories,
and events, Kokubo’s talk will weave
together estuaries and rivers of concepts,
abstractions, symbols that have marked
her multifaceted career.

About the project

Tsuneko Kokubo’s talk, ‘At Mouth
of River: What Stone Remembers,’ is
part of the Japanese Canadian Legacies
Artist Talk Series I, a website project run
by the Asian Canadian Studies Society
(ACSS). The website will be launched
in 2026 and will share the ACSS’s
interviews with contemporary Japanese

Tsuneko Kokubo will speak with artist Cindy Mochizuki at the Langham as part an artist talk series.

Hidden Garden Gallery kicks off its 25th anniversary

submitted

The Hidden Garden Gallery ushers
in a full schedule of weekly summer
exhibits, beginning with New Denver-
based Nadine Stefan showing paintings
June 5-8, followed by works created by
area homeschoolers and the home-based
learners in the Arrow Lakes Distributed
Learning (DL) School June 10-15.

Nadine Stefan’s show, ‘Psalms of
home’is an homage to the Slocan Valley.
Depicting the unique quality of light cast
at different times of day and through the
seasons, her paintings evoke “emotion or
states of being” through the lens of the
local landscape. She will hold a reception
7-9 pm Thursday, June 5.

The area homeschoolers’ show
‘Kaleidoscope 25’ is a second
collaboration between their cohort

and the home-based learners in the
Arrow Lakes Distributed Learning (DL)
School. The exhibition offers an eclectic
collection of art in diverse mediums.
While most pieces were created by the
youngsters on their own, some works
were created during sessions with local
artists through the DL program.

A community reception will be held
7-9 pm Thursday, June 12, featuring a
breakdancing performance by Danzi,
led by parent Martine Hvezda and
representing the Breakaholikz crew
from Richmond and Martine’s family
band, The Rainbow Hippos. Two of
the ‘Kaleidoscope °25 artists will also
perform. Refreshments will be provided.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is
located at 112 Slocan Avenue, open 10
am to 3 pm Tuesday to Sunday.

Canadian artists who have made major
contributions to the community, and
more widely, Canadian society and the
art world. The website will also include
material that highlights their innovative
techniques, conceptual approaches
and socio-political concerns, including
artistic responses by members of the
younger generation.

About the artists

Tsuneko Kokubo was born in
Steveston in 1937 and raised in Japan.
She returned to Canada in her late teens
and studied Fine Arts for four years at
the Vancouver School of Art (now Emily
Carr University of Art + Design) and
focused on drawing and painting. She
has worked extensively in theatre as a
performer (physical theatre and dance)
and costume designer, and continues to
do so. In 1990, she returned to painting
full time and works mainly in oils and
acrylics. Now a Silverton resident, she
draws inspiration from her garden, the
nearby forests, creeks and lake, and
her life memories. She has presented
numerous exhibitions and has paintings
in private collections in Canada, Europe,
Japan, Mexico, and the USA.

Cindy Mochizuki creates multi-
media installation, audio fiction,
performance, animation, drawings,
public art, and community-engaged
projects. Her works explore the
manifestation of story and its complex
relationships to site-specificity, the
transpacific, invisible histories, archives,
and memory work. She has worked
extensively on a large body of work
that is informed by and within Japanese
Canadian communities in BC and
Japan. In these projects, she works with

members of these communities and often
includes her paternal family’s history
both within the internment camps and
their experiences as repatriated Japanese
Canadians in Japan in the post war. She
has exhibited, performed and screened
her work in Canada, USA, Australia,
and Japan. She is the recipient of the
Vancouver Mayor’s Arts Award in New
Media and Film (2015) and the Jack and

Doris Shadbolt Foundation for the Visual
Arts VIVA Award (2020). She received
an MFA in Interdisciplinary Studies from
the School for Contemporary Arts at
Simon Fraser University (2006).

Please register to attend the event
here. For more information, contact
asiancanadianstudiessociety @ gmail.
com
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Last summer, the Slocan
Valley faced a challenging wildfire
season that left more than just
charred forests. Homes were lost,
infrastructure damaged, tourism
revenue impacted, and entire
communities, including the Village
of Slocan and Silverton, were forced
to evacuate.

Now, with early snowmelt and
a warm, dry spring, new concerns
are rising. According to the latest
BC Snow Conditions and Water
Supply Bulletin, the West Kootenay
snowpack sits at just 72% of normal
as of May 1, signalling an elevated
drought and wildfire risk as summer
approaches.

To better support wildfire
suppression efforts, Living Lakes
Canada is expanding its water

resource mapping project to three
additional areas, including Winlaw
and the Red Mountain Road/
Enterprise Creek communities.
Local partners on the project include
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
(SIFCo) and the Red Mountain Road
and Enterprise Creek Emergency
Preparedness Society (REEPS).
Public meetings are being held
in Winlaw and Silverton in early
June to raise awareness and invite
residents to share local knowledge
about freshwater sources to help
support wildfire response.
“Mapping water sources
before wildfire season is a critical
step in building true readiness,”
said Michelle Griffiths, Program
Coordinator of the Slocan Valley
Wildfire Resiliency Program at
SIFCo. “When a wildfire breaks

PHOTO CREDIT: LIVING LAKES CANADA

COMMUNITY I
Water resource mapping to support wildfire response in West Kootenay

out, there’s no time to search —
knowing exact locations of reliable
water access points and sources
can mean the difference between
containment and catastrophe. This
kind of preparation helps to keep
both communities and ecosystems
safer during a wildfire event.”
This initiative builds on
a successful 2024 pilot project
in Argenta, where Living Lakes
collaborated with the Argenta
Safety and Preparedness Society
(ASAP). Together, they developed
comprehensive digital maps
identifying all water sources in the
region to help quickly orient wildfire
crews during emergencies. One
month after the report was published,
the Argenta Creek wildfire broke
out. The new resource played a key
role in supporting a coordinated

effort between ASAP and the BC
Wildfire Service, which accelerated
response time and saved the Argenta
community, with only one small
building lost to the wildfire.

Many remote West Kootenay
communities have limited road
access and rugged terrain, which
makes it difficult for wildfire crews
unfamiliar with the area to locate
water sources to battle approaching
fires. By combining water data
and modelling from Living Lakes’
Columbia Basin Water Monitoring
Framework with local community
knowledge, this project details
water access points and projected
flows, high-pressure standpipes,
pump deployment sites in streams,
locations of buildings and residences,
and access routes.

“By working together,

WE ARE HIRING!
WOODBURY RESORT
& JB’S PUB AND

RESTAURANT
JB’S: Kitchen staff, Serv-
ers for evenings shifts
(requires Serving it
Right.)

Resort Office: Front desk,
days and evening shifts.
Housekeeping: Day
shifts.

Please send resume
to woodburyresort@
netidea.com or call 250-
353-7717 for further
information.

Water monitoring site visit to Dumont Creek.

KASLO &
DISTRICT
Senior
Citizens
Shelter
Society
(Abbey
Manor) AGM
will take place
on June 23,
2025 at 6 pm
at the Kaslo
Seniors Hall.

PHOTO CREDIT: LIVING LAKES CANADA
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community partners and Living
Lakes Canada can gather critical
water source information that
can be shared with emergency
responders so they can hit the ground
running,” said Nicky Blackshaw,
Vice President, REEPS. “My hope
is that this collaboration will help
our rural community better prepare
for the next emergency.”

The Winlaw project area
includes areas east of the Slocan
River between Pedro Creek and
Lemon Creek watersheds. The Red
Mountain Road and Enterprise
Creek project area extends from
Memphis Creek to Silverton Creek.

Local community members
can support the project by sharing
information about potential water
sources, including creeks and
agricultural or household irrigation
systems. Participation is voluntary,
and data from private lands will
only be included with landowners’
consent. No registration is required
to join the community meetings.

The meeting for the Red
Mountain Road/Enterprise Creek
Project Area takes place Tuesday,
June 10, 6:30 - 8 pm at the Silverton
Memorial Hall.

The meeting for the Winlaw
Project Area takes place Wednesday,
June 11, 6:30 - 8 pm at the SIFCo
Resiliency Centre (Appledale Hall).

Data will be integrated from
open data sources, and both public
and private lands throughout the
summer of 2025. The final reports
and maps will be released in 2026.
Two versions of the maps will be
produced: a public version with
sensitive details removed, and a
professional version accessible only
to community partners and wildfire
response agencies.

For more information, visit www.
livinglakescanada.ca/wildfire. If you
are unable to attend a meeting, but
are interested in contributing local
knowledge to the project, contact
wildfire@livinglakescanada.ca.

This project is generously
supported by the Columbia Basin
Trust.

Water monitoring work by Living Lakes
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Council to revisit South Beach land exchange agreement

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

The South Beach development proposal is
getting traction again.

At the May 27 council meeting, council decided
to revisit the purchase and sale agreement, and
to issue a notice of its intent to dispose of road
allowances within the South Beach property to the
landowner — in exchange for land in the riparian
area along Kaslo River.

The purchase and sale agreement was first
considered by council in December. Trying to
balance the best interests of the community, the
Village used the agreement as a container to place
its conditions and desires for the RV park proposed
for South Beach. The developer, Quality Property
Developments, also outlined its conditions in the
purchase and sale agreement.

Council rejected the initial development
proposal in February, but was willing to consider
an updated plan that incorporated feedback from
council and the community. During the May 13
council meeting, QP brought forward a second
proposal that some councillors noted isn’t all that
different from the original.

“Fairly recently, council voted to deny the plan.
I’m wondering what has changed meaningfully that
would change our votes this time,” said Councillor
Matthew Brown.

Councillor Erika Bird agreed that the revised
plan has not significantly changed. But it could
be worth reconsidering the purchase and sale
agreement, especially since it’s where council can
specify any conditions it would like to impose.

“I'think in due time, we can negotiate a purchase
and sale agreement. And there will be conditions
and if they’re not favourable to the developer, the
developer walks. And if they’re not favourable to
[the Village], then the same thing,” said Bird.

Consolidating the land into parcels that are
clearly private and public is also important, she
noted, and doesn’t inherently mean that the RV

park will go through. But it does mean that the
public would have legal access to the South Beach
waterfront for the first time.

Many members of the public attended the
meeting in person and online to continue expressing
their disapproval of the plan. Two letters in support
of the development were included in the agenda.

Councillor Brown remained staunchly opposed
to taking any action. He said that many people in
his generation and younger are expressing a lot of
distrust in elected officials because their voices are
being ignored.

“If we ignore the voices of the community
[regarding South Beach], then we’re going to have
aharder and harder time getting them to engage with
us,” he said. “All of these big things we’re doing
where we require public trust—it’s being eroded by
ignoring the engagement that community members
are giving us... [ believe that this plan is not in the
best interest of this community.”

Councillor Molly Leathwood countered, saying
that council isn’t ignoring public feedback.

“Given the fact that it has taken this long [to
make any decisions], I think we have respected
and appreciated the comments that the public has
brought forward on both sides,” she said.

Since the proposal was first presented to
the public at an open house in November 2023,
the Village has received over 200 letters and
unparalleled attendance at council meetings when
South Beach is on the agenda.

In the end, council voted 3-1 to issue a notice of
its intent to dispose of the road allowances. It will
also revisit the purchase and sale agreement. Key
terms are already listed in the draft from this winter,
but it’s been long enough that council would like to
discuss it again.

Some of the Village’s conditions already listed
include: that the stream and lake protection setback
areas will become public land; that the developer
will fund a water system capacity review to verify
there is sufficient capacity to serve the RV park

during the peak season; that an independent third-
party will calculate the land transfer areas; and that
the developer will be required to abide by all the
recommendations listed in the environmental, flood
hazard, sewerage dispersal, and archaeological
assessments.

One mutual condition is that regulations for
RV parks — such as number of sites, seasonal
use, watering restrictions, and amenities — would
be enacted through existing or new bylaws. This
gives the Village considerable control over specific

features of an RV park at South Beach.

Other mutual conditions include agreement on
the net area of the land exchange; agreement on
the terms of service right-of-way for a raw water
line; and adoption of the proposed rezoning bylaw.

The developer has two conditions: that it is
satisfied with the condition of the road allowances,
and with any conditions imposed by the Village.

Drafting the notice of land disposition may take
several weeks. Once posted, the public is invited to
submit feedback.

Alternative online service now available to
West Kootenay residents

by Jan McMurray

The Kootenay Lightweb, a community-
owned alternative to online services such as
cloud storage and social media platforms, is up
and running.

“Lightweb has been running without
interruption for the last six months,” announced
Dustin East, president of the Kootenay Lightweb
Community Services Co-operative, at this year’s
annual general meeting. “We have more than
120 members and 20% of them are active on
the Lightweb. My big takeaway message is to
be patient — this will grow and happen at the
right time.”

The AGM was held May 22 at the Nelson
Innovation Centre and attended by about 20
people.

In his welcome and introduction, Dustin said
the Kaslo infoNet Society’s fibre-to-the-home
project was his inspiration for the Lightweb.
“The Kaslo infoNet Society, which is community-
owned, started providing the fastest internet in
Kaslo, so I thought, ‘why wouldn’t we have a
community-owned cloud? Maybe we want to
know where our data is, and instead of paying
Google, we could pay Matt and Dan [local people
who are running the Lightweb].””

Dan Nelson said during the pandemic, when
censorship was happening on social media
platforms, he decided that online messaging
should be community-owned. Then he met Dustin
and others involved in the Lightweb, and he was
happy to get on board with the project.

The co-op raised $10,000 in a crowdfunding
campaign and purchased the equipment needed to
start up. The servers are located in Nelson and the
data is backed up to Kaslo, Dustin said, and the
Lightweb has the capacity to serve 5,000 people.

In a presentation at the AGM, Dustin explained
that the Lightweb is a solution to the many
problems of the internet today — data security,
immoral content, overwhelming advertisements,
censorship, division and increasing costs. “The
Kootenay Lightweb exists to provide community
internet with the intention of creating safety,
privacy sovereignty, love and technology utilizing
cutting-edge open-source technology,” he said.

It costs $20 to become a member of the co-op
and to use the Lightweb’s private messenger and
10GB of cloud storage. Monthly subscriptions
can be purchased for additional cloud storage, use
of video calling, and custom business solutions.
Visit lightweb .koots.net to sign up and for more
information.

The Local Government Act requires
development in communities to be guided
by their Official Community Plan (OCP).
Kaslo’s 2022 OCP was drafted by a
consultant with input from the Village of
Kaslo’s Chief Administrative Officer (who
happened to be a close associate) with
participation of five volunteers from the
community.

The document was an update from the
2018 OCP which defined a “Lake front
Development Permit Area (DPA) ...for
the purpose of protection of the natural
environment, its ecosystems and biological
diversity... designated to protect the natural
beauty of Kootenay Lake’s shoreline and
protect the area as a natural resource...
New roads and septic systems should not
be encouraged in this DPA.”

This philosophy and wording was
carried forward into the new 2022 OCP
which stated, “Development in the DPA...
shall be limited to passive recreational
amenities, such as walking and multi
use trails, natural parks areas, non-
motorized pleasure craft launches,
and park benches” and the OCP’s map
F showed the Waterfront Protection DPA
covering most of the flat area in South
Beach, marked by yellow cross-hatching
on the map.

What's the problem with Kaslo’s South Beach?

But what if public park land could be
converted into multi-million-dollar profit?
In 2021 an Edmonton-based developer,
owner of speculation lots within the
Lakefront DPA began lobbying for a 72-

site Recreational Vehicle (RV) Park that
just happened to land on the newly named
“Waterfront Protection DPA.” The RV
Park plan includes roads, septic systems,
a house, electric and water service—none

of which were allowed by the 2018 or
2022 OCP—at least until someone created
a loophole large enough to drive an RV
through.

Without notifying the five volunteers
representing the public, the Village CAO
(or his associate) added wording to the
OCP specifically to allow the RV Park
development just before the draft 2022
OCP was finalized and approved. The
loophole stated, “The Village will limit
development on a floodplain to passive
recreational use, which may include

seasonal camp-grounds/RV parks.”
From then until today, neither of the

two Village CAOs ever mentioned the
original intent of the 2018 and 2022 OCPs
in documents presented to Council or seen
by the public. The Mayor has repeatedly
refused a public meeting to discuss impact of
the RV Park proposal or alternatives, despite
hundreds of letters —mostly opposed to the
RV Park—being sent to Council. The only
public meeting allowed was the developer’s
promotional open house in November 2023.

Next Valley Voice issue:

¢ a sweet $60,000 donation for the
Village and millions for the developer.

e Stay tuned.
Submitted by Don Scarlett




14 |

COMMUNITY

High school education in the wartime camps: Part 2

by Art Joyce

In her memoir of wartime
internment, High School Education
in a Wartime Camp: The Story
of Notre Dame High School, the
late Kim Oikawa-Kobrle writes
of her first winter in New Denver
presenting “a Christmas card
beauty,” as she discovered the
delights of snow for the first time.

However, anxiety crept in when
“Mr. Tattrie would tell us that there
would be no truck with food supplies
because of blocked roads. These
instances made us realize we were
hemmed in helplessly. Our camp
felt more like a prison camp indeed.”
Families kept busy playing card
games like solitaire and karuta,
knitting, sewing, carving whistles
and toys and playing hockey.

High school-aged Nissei students
were eager to make up for lost class
time during their transfer from the
west coast. They were delighted
when Notre Dame High School was
established in 1943 by Father Lepine
and six of the Sisters of Notre Dame
des Anges from Quebec.

“Soon we were all walking in the
crisp, cool mountain air, in step with
students from Nelson Ranch, Harris
Ranch, Thring’s Ranch, Orchard
and Rosebery to our newfound high
school,” recalls Oikawa-Kobrle.
“How energized we were to once
again follow a daily school routine!”

A sense of pride in Notre Dame’s
high standard of education soon set
in among students, who participated
in the composition of their school
song, with Sister St. Rita and Sister

St. Camille setting it to music.
A generous school library was
provided, with reference books on
all topics. Kimiko’s sister Naoko
‘Noxy’ Oikawa recalls reading the
Nancy Drew mystery series there.
At Christmas 1943, a gala party was
held at the Bosun Hall, with two
students from Lakeview Collegiate
and four from the Slocan Catholic
high school invited. Attracted by
its curriculum, two non-Japanese
students, Dal and Vi Bannert,
transferred into Notre Dame from
the racially segregated public high
school. They quickly became
popular with Nissei students.

The Sisters offered “an all-
encompassing curriculum,”
including piano, violin and choir.
Despite being nuns, they had no
problem with students incorporating
into their repertoire popular songs
such as “The Irish Lullaby’ from the
movie Going My Way for the annual
concerts. Sister St. Raphael taught
violin and loaned violins when
needed. Sylvia Hasegawa-Nolan
writes of how grateful she was that
the Sisters offered courses in typing
and Pitman Shorthand, helping her
get work after graduation. Classes
were also held on the topic of
character formation under duress
and in avoiding excesses in alcohol.
Notre Dame students produced
annual plays at the Bosun Hall,
with Oikawa prominent as a ‘social
convener’ on the student council.
Female students made wigs and
sewed all the costumes for the plays.

“The Sisters gave us free

rein to develop our own ideas of
what we could present,” Oikawa-
Kobrle recalled. “They never once
discouraged us, however wild the
idea. The artistic and innovative
boys showed us how well they could
put up background scenes, sound
systems, lighting, etc.” She added
that “the first dance at Bosun Hall
during school hours may have been
a painful experience for some of us
at the beginning,” due to the boys
being too shy to ask girls to dance.
That is, until the Sisters threatened
to dance with them instead.

Sports in the camps has become
legendary, unsurprising given that
many Japanese Canadians were
already professional or semi-pro
baseball players before the war. The
first girls’ softball game was held
May 18, 1945, played against the
Lakeview Collegiate girls’ team.
Despite rain, they played on, with the
NDH team winning. They won again
against Lakeview on June 3, 1945.
The boys’ team frequently competed

with Lakeview.

As the camps were gradually
closed at the end of the war, a
new crisis emerged. The federal
government offered internees a stark
choice: head east of the Rockies or
be repatriated to Japan — a country
most of these teenagers had never
seen. Kaslo became the centre for
those bound eastward while Tashme,
near Hope, was the centre for those
sent to Japan. Some families were
split up, with members heading in
different directions. Oikawa-Kobrle
recalls tearfully leaving her family
behind in New Denver as she was
forced by the Security Commission
to move east to Montreal.

Student yearbook comments
about the teachers at Notre Dame
are entirely positive. Dr. Jim (Shiro)
Hasegawa later wrote that “the
Sisters were understanding and
kind,” their dedication “second
to none.” When Kazue ‘Kathryn’
Yamamoto-Honda was too ill to
attend school, the Sisters visited
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her. In the high school valedictory
address given to the 1945 grad class,
Nobuo Asano said: “All we can say is
we are exceedingly grateful for your
kindness, forbearance, and interest
in our affairs. Although we must
sever our tender relations, distance
and time will fail to erase you from
our memories... Our ‘El Dorado’
is therefore, the brotherhood of
man in a world of love, beauty, and
happiness.” An incredible statement
coming from someone forcibly
confined during a war.

Ikebana teacher Hollis Ho is the
daughter of Yuriko Obayashi, one
of the students at Notre Dame who
graduated with honours in 1947.One
of the nuns gave Yuriko her English
name, Victoria, known to friends as
“Vicky.” “At the end of the war, in
1945, my mother’s family moved
to Nakusp, but my mom and her
mom remained in New Denver until
Mom could graduate at NDHS. My
grandmother and my mom reunited
with the family in Nakusp in 1947.”

Taghum Hall’s newest kids’ program takes to the stage

submitted

All the world’s a stage—and
Taghum Hall is getting in on the action
with a KidsCAN Theatre Camp in July,
where young thespians aged 8-12 will
stage an age-appropriate version of A
Midsummer Night's Dream by William
Shakespeare under the direction of
accomplished actor, director, and all-
around fun person Lindsay Clague.

The two-week camp runs July 14-
18 and 21-25 from 9 am to 4 pm. Some
bursaries are available for families for
whom cost is a barrier; enrolment is
limited.

“T'am so excited to have the chance
to explore Shakespeare’s fabulous,
fun Midsummer Night’s Dream with
a group of youth participants,” says
Lindsay. “This play is such a delight
to perform — and to watch,” she says,
adding that she hopes the experience
“might inspire some to fall in love
with theatre and Shakespeare just
as I did many, many years ago. Our
plan is to present the show outside at
Taghum Hall on a beautiful midsummer
afternoon.”

Lindsay began her theatre studies
in New York, where she attended the
Neighborhood Playhouse School of the
Theatre and the Martha Graham School
of Contemporary Dance before moving
on to opportunities in Vancouver. Since
moving to Nelson with her family in
2009, she has offered instruction at
Selkirk College, School District 8, and
at Taghum Hall’s Creative Spaces camp
forkids, and has featured in many local
productions. Lindsay hits the stage
again soon in The Mosquitos, written by
local playwright Marya Folinsbee, June
12-13 at the Capitol Theatre.

A host of talented mentors joins
Lindsay. Assistant Director Aryn

Davidson was involved in UBC’s
‘Brave New Play Rites’ program, with
a focus on community involvement.
Participants will create the set with
David Bonin, noted for his creative
backdrops in many of Taghum Hall’s
past youth plays. David’s granddaughter
Jillian West, a veteran of Taghum Hall
Youth Presents and a past Creative
Spaces facilitator, brings expertise as a
mask maker and seamstress. And Camp
Coordinator and Costumer Dawnia
Baines recently took part in Because
I'm Your Mother, That’s Why! on the
Taghum Hall stage.

KidsCAN Theatre Camp replaces
the long-running Creative Spaces
summer arts camp for kids, and fills
a gap by offering a theatre-making
experience to a younger cohort who
may later move on to the Capitol
Theatre’s camp for older youth. In
August, Taghum Hall will offer a
second KidsCAN Camp, this one
offering rotating sessions in baking,
sewing, building, knitting, and felting.
Information on all events and programs
can be found at www.taghumhall.ca/
events.

Lindsay Clague directs the Taghum Hall KidsCAN Theatre Camp in July.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The registration deadline for a
high school girls’ firefighting camp
in Creston has been extended to
June 15.

The Kootenay Ignite Mentorship
Society’s annual camp, running July
11 to 13,empowers young women to
explore the profession of firefighting
in a unique team environment.
Participants are mentored through
a wide variety of firefighting and
rescue skill stations by all women
firefighters.

“KIMS [Kootenay Ignite
Mentorship Society] was established
to bring out unique opportunities for
young women to find their passion, to
challenge themselves, to inspire, and
to be inspired,” Julie Winter, director

I COMMUNITY
Kootenay Ignite Mentorship Society hosts camp to empower young female firefighters

on the KIMS board and lieutenant at
Passmore Fire Department, told the
Valley Voice. “We will continue to
bring together powerful females who
are already embedded in the career
to encourage and mentor these young
campers, who come eager and ready
to learn.”

Winter has served as a mentor
and instructor for two years.
‘Women make up only 4% of career
firefighters, and she hopes the camp
will encourage girls to join the
service.

“When I first joined, I was one
of two women on the Sparwood Fire
Department,” said Winter. “The guys
were wonderful, but it’s nice to have
the camaraderie of other women.”

Participants are split into groups,
each with a mentor to guide them to

stations and help with gear. Most
have not been exposed to firefighting,
said Winter, so mentors ensure each
participant is dressed properly. Both
the mentors and instructors share
their valuable experiences as women
firefighters, and support the girls to
challenge themselves and learn new
skills.

“The instructors get as much out
of it as the girls do,” said Winter.
“Plus: building those strong female
relationships is awesome, too.”

KIMS began as Camp Ignite —
Kootenay Division in 2023, started
by Creston’s assistant fire chief
Laura Dodman, who was inspired
by Camp Ignite Vancouver. After
two successful years, it evolved
into KIMS and became a non-profit
society.

Ten girls attended in 2023, and
12 in 2024. Winter said they are
hoping for 18 this year, but can
accommodate more if the interest is
there. Food and accommodation are

provided.

“I can attest to what a remarkable
weekend it is,” she said. “We had a
girl that became emotional putting on
the SCBA [self-contained breathing
apparatus]. But by Sunday, I was
running the live fire simulator and
she was wearing the SCBA, crawling
around in a smoky environment,
trying to find the seed of the fire.
She cried tears of happiness because
she was so proud of herself for
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overcoming her fear.”

KIMS fundraises every year for
camp costs. Passmore Social Club
kindly sponsored a camper, and three
bursaries are given out at the end of
the weekend, thanks to Coast Ropes,
Associated Fire Safety Group, and
Brogan Safety.

To sign-up, make a donation,
or get more information, visit
kootenayignite.ca, or email
kootenayignite @gmail.com.

Acamp for high school girls in the region to learn about firefighting is taking place in Creston July 11-13.

Campers will learn a wide variety of firefighting and rescue skills — from live fire training to auto
extrication and everything in between.
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CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the Community
Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer field. Music in the
Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 with power service & 28
overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park — Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites,
18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use
area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come,
first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground — New Denver

250-358-2316

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at $25 / night. 6 sites have water &
30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside
location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat launch, and reflection garden. Pets on
aleash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside campground
has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites.
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@Vvillageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately off of
Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheel-
chair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal
Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-
amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and justa 10
min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. Sites
include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great downtown
location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, shopping and
trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins,
RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat
moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside
your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed
Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade burger, hotdog,
wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a
fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week.

Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo

kaslohotel.com « reservations@kaslohotel.com  250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-353-7716
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

Slocan City Hotel

1-877-756-2262

booking@slocancityhotel.ca

www.slocancityhotel.ca

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a
hidden gem. The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic
building, featuring five unique rooms, including one wheelchair accessible room.
The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill restaurant and music venue.

The Lobby Grill
1-888-366-3420
thelobby.live

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC

The Lobby Grill brings you delicious dishes from our signature loaded burger to
the classic flavours of British-style fish and chips, and breakfast favourites. It is
also a lively music venue, hosting national, local, and international talent. Open
daily at Slocan City Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook logo

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside.
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake.
Open year-round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. Open 7 days
a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45.
Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s Golf; Wed.-Men's Night;
Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate tees for the
back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse restaurant serves
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delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee times required. 9 holes-$30,
18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

GALLERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888

203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Abby Wilson, Perry
Haddock, Bryn Stevenson, Delree Dumont, Francine Lanoie, Dale Byhre, Kentree Speirs.
Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or
by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

HIDDEN Ay

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver GARDEN =0
GALLERY !

hiddengardengallery.ca helping artists grow

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community gallery
showcases a different regional artist every week, June 2-September 28. The gallery is open
Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our
website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

Langham Gallery

www.thelangham.ca

info@thelangham.ca

250-353-2661

Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public
artgalleries, a theatre and museum. Open-year round, gallery hours are Fridays - Mondays
1 pm -4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week from 9 am — 6 pm. Admission by donation.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site - New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment of
Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original internment
buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student or senior, $20/family.
Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10am -5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New Denver
in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs and fascinating
artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. In the brick building...

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site - Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world's oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, beautifully
restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-
2525 for more information.

Nakusp & District Museum

250 265 0015

Nakuspmuseum@gmail.com

92 — 6" Ave, NW, Nakusp, BC

The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the Centennial Building, below
the Library. With over 5000 artifacts, the Museum is an interesting way to spend
some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our beautiful Village.
Open Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm.

The Hours are W, Th, F. 11-3 and Sat 10-2.

Adults $5.00, children 16 and under Free,

Yearly Membership $20.00

THINGS TO DO

Valhalla Pure Outfitters - New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Visit The Original VPO Store. Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling
(Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the comer of Hwy 6 and
New Denver Main Street.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre - Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures - clothing, gear,
accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and lessons. Think
outside...no box required.

Smiling Otter

Canoe & Kayak Rentals

Slocan BC

250-505-8020

info@nwmexperience.com

www.smilingotter.com

Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe or touring kayak. All safety equipment
provided. Single & multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We also offer delivery
& pick-up to local summer vacation rentals. Locally made quality boats from Hellman
Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats

Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)

jonesboysboats.com

rentals@jonesboysboats.com

1-877-552-6287

We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience on beautiful Kootenay
Lake! Our modern fleet includes bow riders, pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and
even towable water toys. Full, half or multiple days. Flexible rental times, competitive rates,
and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!
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Kaslo council, May 27: Active Transportation Plan approved

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo’s Active Transportation
Network Plan (ATNP) was officially
approved. Council went into a
Committee of the Whole to discuss
the final plan, and Tim Shah from
Watt Consulting Group offered a
presentation.

“The ATNP works to establish
a vision and roadmap for managing
how people walk, bike, and roll
around the community,” said Shah.
“The ATNP’s overarching vision is
to create a connected, accessible,
and sustainable active transportation
network to be used by residents and
visitors of all ages and abilities for
commuting and recreation.

The plan outlines priority
areas based on feedback of what’s
most important to the community.
Priorities include street and off-
street improvements to create a
more complete and safe network for
both motorized and non-motorized
vehicle users — extending sidewalks,
connecting recreational trail systems,
upgrading crosswalks, creating
multi-use pathways, and designating
corridors for bicycle users.

“The consultant was sensitive to
Kaslo’s unique character as a rural,
remote community with relatively
low traffic volumes and some
challenging terrain,” said Ian Dunlop,
the Village’s Manager of Strategic
Initiatives, in his staff report. “So, we
don’t see suggestions like a network
of bike lanes... Rather, we see ways
of sharing road space, introducing
traffic calming, and reducing speed
in some areas so that road users, be
they in a car, on a bike, or walking,
are treated more equally within that
space.”

The Village retained Watt
Consulting to develop the plan for
$32,335, funded through provincial
grants. Work began in May 2024
and followed a three-phase approach:
research and technical reviews, key
audience and public engagement, and
plan development. Watt Consulting
also recently completed a separate
review of the Village’s road signs and
pavement markings, with financial
assistance from ICBC. Findings
from this review were included in
the ATNP.

Dunlop said some of the
recommended improvements will
need further study and detailed
designs before they can be
implemented.

“But this is the goal of the
ATNP,” he wrote. “The plan is
not meant to prescriptively solve
transportation problems. It is a
framework to help prioritize
transportation improvements,
guide strategic planning and capital
investment, and help unlock future
grant opportunities.”

The plan can be viewed online at
kaslo.ca/p/bylaws-reports.
Asset renewal deficit

CAO Robert Baker said he wanted
to clear up some misunderstandings
about the Village’s finances, namely
the $800,000 asset renewal deficit
that was discussed during budget
season.

“On average, that’s how much
additional money [the Village] would
need to renew our assets... and
maintain our existing service levels,”
he said.

It’s not a budget deficit: it’s an
asset renewal deficit. In fact, Baker
said, legislation doesn’t allow a
municipality to operate with a budget

Village welcomes community
feedback on South Kaslo
development plan

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The Village of Kaslo is welcoming
community input on the early directions
for developing South Kaslo. A survey
is open for public feedback until June
9, available on the Village’s website or
at City Hall.

South Kaslo is a 41.2-acre site
located south and east of the Kaslo
River, along Highway 31 and Arena and
Balfour Avenues. Mostly municipally-
owned, the Village is looking for ways
to develop it sustainably.

Barefoot Planning and Design is
creating the plan, which will be used for
both planning and marketing purposes.
This winter, Barefoot performed a
background analysis to understand
existing infrastructure, policies,
landscapes, and economics that may
influence potential development. From
there, it created the ‘Early Directions’
document.

“The Early Directions document
reflects our Official Community
Plan, Housing Needs Report, Active
Transportation Network Plan, current
infrastructure reports, as well as various
other source documents, but it needs to
be refined with input from the public,”
CAOROobert Baker told the Valley Voice.

The Village and Barefoot Planning
presented the Early Directions at an
Ideas Fair on May 26, with about 25
community members in attendance.

“My sense is that the public is glad
to see the Early Directions document
includes a diverse range of residential
uses for various socio-economic, age,
and ability groups,” said Baker. “There’s
also trails and paths that connect to our
existing trail network that will foster a

healthy community.”

Much of South Kaslo would
be diverse housing, including
rural residential (large lot homes),
neighbourhood residential (single- and
two-family homes), and ground-oriented
multi-residential (multi-family homes
such as townhomes). The Village would
also like to explore an affordable or
supportive housing site in partnership
with the Kaslo Housing Society.

Another direction is to include
a commercial or mixed-use
“neighbourhood hub,” with small-scale
retail and potential residential units
above.

“The consultant’s economic analysis
indicates that this is the best use of the
land, as compared to industrial or major
commercial,” said CAO Baker.

A new road would likely be
constructed, connecting Kaslo Road to
Oak Avenue, to improve site connectivity
and provide an alternative access route
to the highway.

The plan will incorporate sustainable
site design and low-impact development
practices to help mitigate potential
impacts on riparian areas and natural
features. The plan will also respect
the site’s natural topography and
environmental conditions, and will
incorporate opportunities for both
passive and active recreation.

Barefoot Planning will consolidate
feedback from the public, stakeholders,
and the Village to create the final plan,
which is slated for completion this fall.

The survey is open until June 9 and
can be accessed at kaslo.ca/p/kaslo-
south-development. Paper copies are
available at City Hall.

deficit.

“We have to balance the budget
every year and that’s what Kaslo has
every year: a balanced budget, not
budget deficit.”

Though council set aside funds in
the budget for asset renewal, ideally
the Village would have $800,000
more to ensure infrastructure is
maintained and improved. This
amount can change from year to year,
said Baker, but on average it’s good

Since 1986
Lots of new items are now in-
store. Solar lanterns, spring
clothing, jewellery, and more.
Open Tuesday through Saturday.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting
\0 Weekly Instore Specials

to have $800,000 set aside.

Baker said Kaslo doesn’t have
any debt, which is fairly rare for
a municipality and means that the
Village could use debt financing to
remedy the asset renewal deficit.

He also clarified that the deficit
is no fault of previous councils or
staff; rather, it is thanks to their past
work that this council has all the
information it needs to make informed
decisions about the Village’s assets.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

AGM NOTICE
June 16
4-6 pm
St. Andrew’s Heritage
Hall

All grant recipients,
members and interested
members of the public are
encouraged to attend.

REFRESHMENTS!

Kaslo and District
Arena Association
AGM will be held on
Thursday, June 5 at 6
pm, upstairs in the
arena boardroom.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

School District 10’s $15.5 million
budget for the 2025-26 school year is
a “status quo” budget, said Secretary-
Treasurer Michael McLellan during the
board’s May 20 meeting.

“It looks a lot like [2024-25],” he
said. “It’s a balanced budget, plus a little
bit of investment into capital projects.”

Projected enrolment for 2025-
26 is 521 full-time equivalent (FTE)
students, down slightly from 525.

Most school districts” operating funds
come from enrolment-based funding
from the Ministry of Education and
Child Care. For 2025-26, MECC is
increasing funding by 1.1% for standard,
continuing, and alternate student FTEs,
and the funding for unique student needs.

As usual, salaries and benefits make
up the biggest chunk of the budget, at
almost $10.5 million. The BC Teachers
Federation collective agreement is up for
bargaining and renewal. McLellan said
once that’s done, the district will get the

COMMUNITY I
School District 10, May 20: Board adopts 2025-26 budget

commensurate funding for increased
salaries and wages.

The district will allocate funds for
capital projects from the operating and
special purpose surplus pools, but will
still finish the year off with a $101,885
surplus.

School board office renovations

The board approved setting aside
$220,000 from its accumulated operating
surplus for the school board office
renovation and refurbishment project.

The district plans to repurpose the
section of the office formerly occupied
by the Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy (CBAL). Plans include a larger
board room, additional meeting and
office spaces, an improved reception,
and a dedicated space for technology to
enhance capacity.

PALS KITTENS COMING SOON!
PALS will soon have kittens ready to be
adopted into your home. If you are interested,
or want your name added to our list, please
contact PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp

(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

The project will wrap up within
the 2025 calendar year. It is estimated
to cost $183,300, with an additional
20% contingency bringing the total to
$219,996.

The board currently holds about
$2 million in accumulated operating
surplus.

Student self-report surveys

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
shared data from Middle Years
Development Instrument (MDI) - a
self-report questionnaire that students
in grades 4 to 8 complete every year
between January and March.

The survey asks students in districts
across the province about their thoughts,
feelings, and experiences in school
and the community. Questions focus
on five areas of development: social
and emotional development, physical
health and well-being, connectedness,
use of out-of-school time, and school
experiences.

Every year, Dubinsky shares
highlights from grades 4 and 7. This year,
he tracked the cohorts by comparing this
year’s data with last year’s.

Thirty-one grade 7 students in the
district completed the survey, with
45% self-reporting high well-being,
26% medium, and 29% low. This is a
positive change from grade 6, when 31%
reported high well-being, 27% medium,
and 42% low.

Of the 38 grade 5 students that
completed the survey, 54% reported high
well-being, 19% medium, and 27% low.
When they were in grade 4, 39% of the
same students reported high well-being,
449 medium, and 17% low.

“Data from this year’s MDI provides
essential information for teachers,
schools, and the district to help meet the
needs of students,” reads Dubinsky’s
report.

Using the MDI data, the district
has identified areas that need further
attention, such as healthy eating,
encouraging less screen time and better
sleep hygiene, positive behaviour
support, and continued focus on school
connectedness and belonging.

The research is led by the Human
Early Learning Partnership (HELP)
centre at UBC.

Strategic plan update

The district is almost done its second
year with the new strategic plan.

To promote integration in the district,
the Strategic Plan Implementation
Committee invited staff to participate in
Communities of Practice (CoPs), each
with a focus on one of the priority areas
in the plan: competency, environment,
health, and collaboration.

CoPs are groups of educators
who come together to share expertise,
collaborate on teaching practices, and
learn from one another to improve their
professional skills and student outcomes.
The groups engage in collective learning
by sharing strategies, tools, experiences,
and solutions. Staff could form new
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CoPs, or join existing ones.

Superintendent Dubinsky said there
were nine CoPs this year, concentrating
on early learning, literacy development,
Indigenous education, well-being and
social-emotional learning, assessment,
and environment and outdoor education.

The committee received feedback
from 33 CoP participants. Dubinsky
shared the results, which were positive.
Many praised the initiative, commenting
on its value to their professional growth,
and would partake again next year.
Participants said the CoPs helped them
reflect more deeply on their teaching
practices, increased their empathy, and
improved collaboration.

Late May
windstorms

cause outages

by Jan McMurray

There were two severe
windstorms in the Nakusp-Silverton
area in late May, resulting in BC
Hydro and Telus outages.

The powerful windstorm on
Saturday, May 31 caused many
power outages over a very large area,
BC Hydro reports. The power was
out for Nakusp-Silverton residents
for two hours that evening. The storm
also affected BC Hydro customers
from Golden to West Kelowna and
many people in between such as
in the Lardeau Valley, Trout Lake,
Invermere, Revelstoke, Salmon Arm,
Vernon and other communities.

Most outages occurred during
or immediately after the storm, but
some trees that were weakened
came down after the storm, causing
additional power outages.

“It was all hands on deck for
BC Hydro throughout the weekend
and additional crews were brought
in from the Fraser Valley,” said
a BC Hydro spokesperson. “Our
crews worked hard to restore power
as quickly as they could safely do
so, and we really appreciate our
customers’ patience. A big challenge
during storms like this is that there
are so many separate outages and
so many different locations where
repairs must be conducted, often in
difficult-to-access and difficult-to-
work-in areas.”

The windstorm on Monday,
May 26 caused a tree to fall on Hwy
6 near Silverton around 6:50 pm,
damaging local power cables and
severing a Telus fibre cable. Some
BC Hydro customers in Silverton
and some Telus internet, TV and
voice customers from Silverton to
Nakusp were affected.

“Once BC Hydro had completed
its repairs and the area was deemed
safe, Telus technicians began splicing
cables, working through the night to
fully restore all services by 3 am
Tuesday,” a Telus spokesperson said.
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Vendor
financing available. Yours, Dan & Jan.
KASLO & DISTRICT Senior Citizens
Shelter Society (Abbey Manor) AGM will
take place on June 23,2025 at 6 pm at the
Kaslo Seniors Hall.

AGM OF THE ARROWTARIAN Senior
Citizens Society, Friday June 27 at 10 am,
Phase 4 lounge 2nd floor, 206 - 7th Ave.
Non-Profit Senior Housing 55+ Inf. 250-
265-2020 or 250-265-8983.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a

I CLASSIFIED ADS

market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates -
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
NEW DENVER’S HIDDEN GARDEN
Gallery invites you to enjoy artistic
diversity. Nadine Stefan’s show, ‘Psalms
of Home’ runs Thursday, June 5-8, with a
reception June 5, 7-9 pm. Works created by
area homeschoolers and the home-based
learners in the Arrow Lakes Distributed
Learning (DL) School show, ‘Kaleidoscope
’25” runs June 10-15. A reception will be
held Thursday, June 12, 7-9 pm featuring
breakdancing by Breakaholikz and music
by The Rainbow Hippos. The Hidden
Garden Gallery is located at 112 Slocan Ave.
The gallery is open 10 am-3 pm Tuesday-
Sunday. For more information, please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
presents Summer Solstice Serenade
featuring the Lakeside String Ensemble on
Friday, June 20 at 7pm. All are welcome
by donation.

SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET:
Local artisans and farmers, live music, kids
zone, great food. Every Saturday in June,
July, and August. 10am -2pm. Expo Park,
Village of Slocan. Everyone Welcome. @
slocansaturdaymarket

COME TO THE SLOCAN VALLEY
Community Band’s Spring Concert
conducted by Talon Nansel on Thursday, June
26,7 pm at the Slocan Legion. Admission by
donation. There will be a Preview Concert at
the Pavilion in New Denver on Saturday, June
14, 11 am. Bring a lawn chair.

SLOCAN VALLEY RAIL TRAIL
SOCIETY - Annual General Meeting and
Volunteer Appreciation Evening. Thursday,
June 12, 6:30 pm. Slocan Park Hall.

EDUCATION
CBAL CYBER SENIORS (Winlaw): Free
monthly drop-in tech support for seniors.
1:30 pm — 6 pm. April 25, May 30 & June
13 at Pharatree (Spicer Centre). Call 250-
274-6949.
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°, 15,207,
247,407, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: LUMBER. Locally milled &
selection-logged, different dimensions: 17 x
675,47 x4™’s,6” x 6”’s, etc. Dfir planks up
to 157- 24” wide with live edges. 1 /2" - 2”
thick. Ideal for counter tops, picnic tables,
benches, etc. Phone 250-358-7796. Leave
message with details. Hills.
TREK VERVE 2 large frame for sale. In
almost new condition. Some extras added.
Will take offers. 250-551-6415.

FREE

FIFTH WHEEL FRAME for tiny home/
shed - Located in Rosebery, just north of

New Denver. Make an offer. 250-358-7215.
HEALING
REJUVENATE YOURSELF from your
cells’ own intelligence at home and on-the-
go. Holistic strategies, shielding with flower
essences, microminerals. 250-226-7730.
heartofwinlove@gmail .com.

HEALTH
KASLO - TCM PRACTITIONER
Amanda Tubman. Nurturing Wellness
through Traditional Chinese Medicine.
Acupuncture - Herbs - Cupping -
Massage - Gua Sha. 403-763-9227. www.
amandatubman.ca

CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.

WE ARE HIRING! WOODBURY
RESORT & JB’S PUB AND
RESTAURANT- JB’S: Kitchen staff,
Servers for evenings shifts (requires Serving
itRight.) Resort Office: Front desk, days and
evening shifts. Housekeeping: Day shifts.
Please send resume to woodburyresort@
netidea.com or call 250-353-7717 for
further information.

THE VALLEY VOICE is looking for an
editor/reporter to train with the current
managing editor. Interested candidates are
invited to submit their resume and a cover
letter, and, if applicable, samples of their
work. valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca
or 250-358-7828.
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ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA (Adult
Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional Families),
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For
NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-
551-4043;778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW has
been sexually assaulted (including any type of
unwanted sexual contact) you can receive free,
confidential support by calling the Sexual Assault
Anti-Violence Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or
go directly to your local emergency room for
confidential care (in Kaslo please call Community
Based Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
TL HANDYMAN SERVICES: Renovations,
builds, flooring, roofing, siding, repairs, fencing,
odd jobs small and large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279
or email: fantastichome@gmail.com
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, Indian
and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-1977 Ford Bronco,
houses and farms. Also looking for old metal signs.
Cash buyer. Please call 250-299-9841.

WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for witnesses
who used to work for the Village of Silverton who will
come testify in a multi-million dollar lawsuit that will
be launched by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you want to come
forward buyriteautosales@hotmail. com

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
| CONSTRUCTION-HOME-GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 151

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS
DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC
@GMAIL.COM

TSBC LELO21 3780




20 I C OMMUNITY/CLASSIFIEDS I
A summer of forest stories at the Nelson Museum

submitted

Since time immemorial, the
forest has provided homes and
medicine, deep shade and stable
ground, and resources from which
we have created a legacy of economic
opportunity. The Nelson Museum’s
latest exhibition Deep Roots (June
7 to September 13) unearths the
complex story of the Kootenay forest
and our community’s relationship
to the environment, both past and
present.

Deep Roots explores the history
of the West Kootenay forestry
industry, the attitudes and actions
of our community, forest resources,

and the continuing importance of
forest management to people, the
environment and the economy.
This complex story is told
through juxtaposition — from two
photographs of Kootenay Lake and
the Nelson waterfront sitting side
by side, one from the spring of 2025
by Louis Bockner, and the other
an image from the Shawn Lamb
Archives from 1899 to a towering
mural of the lofty white pines
acting as the backdrop to a singular
matchbox. It also encompasses
industry growth and the protests
that followed, treeplanters and
fire spotters. Artwork from Emma

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC

at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

10:00 AM —-9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful culinary experience

at Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca « (250)225-7241

NEw MARrkET Foobs
518 6th Ave  New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Raven’s Nest

Summer Hours:

Monday — Saturday

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday — 10:30 - 3:00

Main Street, New Denver

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Noyes, Bridget Corkery and Fern
Helfand hangs alongside vintage
felling tools, archival images, and
signage from the collection. Visitors
are invited to take a tree sapling
with them to plant, donated by PRT
Harrop Nursery.

“There is a duality to this story
that appears many times throughout
history,” says Nelson Museum
Archivist and Collections Manager
Jean-Philippe Stienne, who led the
curation of Deep Roots. “We all use
the resources of the forest but also
wish to protect them for ourselves
and future generations. The
challenge is to strike a sustainable

Main Street, New Denver

balance so that we can achieve this.”

Deep Roots opens on Friday,
June 6 at 7 pm. Related programming
in July will include a panel
discussion featuring former MLA
and logger Corky Evans, West
Kootenay Watershed founder and
former RDCK Director Ramona
Faust, and professional forester and
forest ecologist Herb Hammond.
The discussion will be moderated
by strategic resource planning
consultant John Cathro, who has
worked professionally in the resource
sector in British Columbia for over
30 years. A complete list of panelists,
as well as date and time details will

Even small ads
get noticed in the

Valley Voice.

250-777-8968

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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be posted on the Nelson Museum’s
website as they become available.

Showing concurrently with
Deep Roots is WOOD (July 12 to
October 18) in Gallery A; a group
exhibition featuring the works of
Peter von Tisenhausen, Samuel
Roy-Bois, Stephen Noyes, Xiaojing
Yan, Rita McKeough, Susan Point,
Pat Bruderer, and Nadia Myre. The
show is centred around each artist’s
exploration of wood as a creative
medium.

For more news, exhibition
details, and program announcements,
visit nelsonmuseum.ca and subscribe
to the NMAG monthly newsletter.

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Ski Doo, Sea Doo,
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
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SD 8 seeks student job placements for work experience program

submitted

Employers in the West
Kootenay are connecting with
grades 11 and 12 students enrolled
in the Work Experience Program
(WEX) through School District 8
(Kootenay Lake), and excited about
their hiring prospects.

“We’re looking forward to
the opportunity to work with
students and pass on important
skills. Students in turn bring fresh
ideas and perspectives to our
understanding of local history, and

CONSTRUCTION

SCRAP METAL
RECYCLING

serving Nakusp

to Silverton to
Ed?ewood

WILL PAY for your COPPER,
ALUMINUM, BRASS

Call/text Sun.-Thurs.
for pick-up 250-265-
7056

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

we’re excited to support them as
they contribute their knowledge to
the community,” said Jean Philippe
Stienne, Archivist and Collections
Manager at the Nelson Museum,
Archives and Gallery.

NMAG has offered a position as
archive assistant to WEX students
interested in gaining hands-on
career experience in a gallery
and archives environment while
contributing to the local workforce.

Spearhead Timber has also
supported the WEX initiative by

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

offering two summer positions in
finishing and fabrication out of their
manufacturing facility on the North
Shore of Kootenay Lake.

The WEX program is currently
seeking employer placements for
students across a range of sectors,
including healthcare, trades, early
childhood education, retail,, tourism,
and non-profit organizations.

“I’m grateful to NMAG and to
Spearhead for their support of the
program and for hiring young people
to gain work experience toward

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

graduation. I’d also encourage
employers in a variety of fields to
consider the WEX program to find
keen student employees and interns
who can pitch in to help this spring
and summer,” said Tamara Malloff,
SD8 District Principal responsible
for the WEX program.

Each student hired through
the WEX program is supervised
by an SDS8 teacher who assesses
and evaluates the placement and
works closely with the employer.
Employers benefit from motivated,

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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trainable workers who contribute to
the local workforce and earn high
school credits. Students participate
in placements ranging from 60 to
120 hours, which may be paid or
unpaid.

Employers located within SDS
(including the Slocan Valley, Nelson,
Kaslo, Crawford Bay, Salmo, and
Creston) who are interested in hiring
or hosting a student can contact
WEX Program Coordinator Wendy
Lacroix at w.lacroix63@gmail.com
or 250-505-7704.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts
Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available

Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.

250-551-8605

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
June 20,
2025

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office
located in Winlaw.
Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
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The Red Thread comes to the Silverton Gallery

submitted

Ellie Reynolds’ original, one-woman
theatre piece will show at the Slocan Lake
Arts Centre (Silverton Gallery) on Saturday,
June 7, 7-8:30 pm. This is the third of her
amazing autobiographical trilogy.

“Ellie Reynolds creates
autobiographical solo theatre with a
distinctly Kootenay flair — part myth, part
funny memoir, and all heart.”

Are the events of your life inevitable?
Are you destined — or doomed - to love

COMMUNITY

one person? And how do you get your kids
to remember where they put their shoes?!a
In The Red Thread, Ellie weaves
personal stories with mythic echoes in a
search to follow the thread to some answers.
Guided by three mysterious Fate

goddesses, she navigates the labyrinth
of (increasingly middle) life, untangling
the knots of motherhood, marriage, and
memory.

From Greek myth to Shakespeare, from
North London to Denver to the Kootenays,

The Valley Voice June 5, 2025

The Red Thread is a playful, poignant
journey through love, loss, and the mingled
yarns we spin to make sense of it all.”
Tickets $20 in advance or at the door.
Advance tickets at www.tickettailor.com/
events/honeypleaseproductions/1712019

INTRODUCTION

On April 16 and April 25,
2025, Justice Masuhara of
the Supreme Court of British
Columbia approved the set-
tlement of the class actions
arising from the Lemon
Creek Fuel Spill on July 26,
2013 (the “Spill”). Specif-
ically, the Property Class
Action and Bodily Injury
Class Action. Further, Jus-
tice Masuhara has appointed
Verita Global as the Claims
Administrator to distribute
the settlement funds to class
members.

ELIGIBILITY TO PAR-
TICIPATE IN SETTLE-
MENT

If you fall within the defi-
nition of either the Property
Class or the Bodily Injury
Class you are entitled to
make a claim.

The Property Class is defined
as:

“All persons who owned,
leased, rented, or occupied
real property on July 26,
2013 within the Evacua-
tion Zone (as defined in the
Amended Notice of Civil
Claim) except for the defen-
dants and third parties.”

(For ease of reference, a dia-
gram of the Evacuation Zone
is appended to this form of
Notice as Appendix “A”.)

The Bodily Injury Class is
defined as:

“All persons who were pres-
ent in the Evacuation Area at
or after the time of the Spill

NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT APPROVAL

NOTICE TO SLOCAN VALLEY

SETTLEMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA CLASS ACTIONS
REGARDING THE LEMON CREEK FUEL SPILL ON JULY 26, 2013.

Read this notice carefully as it may affect your rights.

and suffered personal injury
where those personal inju-
ries are claimed to have been
associated with the Spill.”

SETTLEMENT

You can obtain a copy of the
Settlement Agreement and
the Claims Administrator’s
details on Class Counsel’s
website or by clicking this
link: https://rosenberglaw.ca/
class-actions/lemon-creek-
jet-fuel-spill-class-action/.

HOW TO MAKE A
CLAIM FOR COMPEN-
SATION

If you believe you are a
Class member, please com-
plete the Claim Form online
at  LemonCreekClassAc-
tion.ca on or before Novem-
ber 18, 2025. Alternative-
ly, the Claim Form can be
completed and submitted by
post or email to the Claims
Administrator on or before
November 18, 2025. Claim
Forms can be downloaded
from LemonCreekClassAc-
tion.ca or you can contact
the Claims Administrator to
send you the Claim Form at
the details below:

Address:
Verita Global

(RicePoint Administration
Inc., dba Verita Global)

Lemon Creek Claims Ad-
ministrator

PO Box 3355

London, ON N6A 4K3

Attention: Lemon Creek
Class Action Administrator

Email: info@LemonCreek-
ClassAction.ca

RE: Lemon Creek Class

Action Settlement

Telephone number:
1-833-419-5200

Website: LemonCreek-
ClassAction.ca
FURTHER INFORMA-
TION

You may telephone the

Claims Administrator, Ver-
ita Global, at 1-833-419-
5200 or visit the Claims
Administrator’s website in
relation to the settlement at
LemonCreekClassAction.
ca. They will answer any
questions that you have and
will steer you through the
process.

Appendix “A”

APPENDIX “A”
EVACUATION ZONE
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Kootenay Co-op Radio’s 25th anniversary celebrations come to a close

submitted

Kootenay Co-op Radio
(KCR) wrapped up their 25th
anniversary celebrations with a
successful Block Party at Lions
Park on Saturday, May 24.

The weather was perfectly
warm and sunny as the
neighbourhood and KCR fans
gathered to dance, eat, bounce
and support the station’s quarter-
century on the air.

Paris Picks and the Pricks
kicked off the music with some
sweet surfer rock, followed by
the Kootenay Garage band, a
music program out of Kaslo. The
afternoon continued with dancing
performances from Slava Doval
& Sammy Jade Miranda, and
Gayathri & Gowri Devi. Snakes
and Horses also entertained the
crowd, and the day wrapped up
with Jayne Karma Lamo and the
Interbeings.

This free community and
family-friendly event was hosted
by both Kootenay Co-op Radio,
with tons of support from the
Lions Club Nelson. The block
party is a great opportunity
for non-profits and local
organizations to connect with
the community, share valuable
information, and break down
communication barriers. Also
in attendance were the Nelson
Police Department, NDYC,
WildSafeBC, and the Kootenay
Boundary Community Co-op’s
Foundry.

The food trucks were quite
busy, but the bouncy castle was
the most popular attraction, with
asteady stream of elated children
bouncing around to their hearts’
content.

This event also marked the
end of a successful membership
drive for the station. Membership
makes up about one-third of
the annual budget of the station
and is relied upon to ensure
the station thrives and keeps
filling the airwaves with the
most eclectic sounds from the
region. If you weren’t able to get
a membership during the drive,
you can get one anytime at Www.
kootenaycoopradio.com.

Kootenay Co-op Radio staff,
board and volunteers would like
to thank everyone who showed
up and supported the station
and local independent radio in
any way.

The KCR Block Party is
quickly becoming a beloved
annual community event, thanks
to the support of sponsors and
participants. The radio station
hopes it will continue to grow
and last for years to come. This
event is supported with a grant

from the Community Radio
Fund of Canada.

KCR thanks local sponsors:
Nelson & District Credit

Union, Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism, Columbia Basin

Trust, Popov Leather, Misitiso’s
Place Vacation Rentals, Urban

Legends, Buddy’s Place and
Inland Allcare.

by Jan McMurray

FireSmart presentations were
made in Slocan and New Denver
inmid-May by Michelle Griffiths
of the Slocan Valley Wildfire
Resiliency Program (SVWRP).
The SVWRP is a FireSmart
initiative delivered by SIFCo
in the Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Slocan.

Volunteers with Kootenay Co-op Radio celebrate 25 years at a Block Party in Nelson’s Lions Park, on May 24.

FireSmart presentations made in Slocan and New Denver

After outlining the program’s
many educational activities to
increase public awareness and
adoption of FireSmart practices,
Michelle went over the three ways
homes can ignite: by embers,
radiant heat and direct flame.

Embers from a wildfire
can travel up to two kilometres,
Michelle said, and start fires when

they land on roofs, in gutters, on
porches or on combustibles near
the home. Radiant heat within
10 metres of the home — from
burning vegetation, outbuildings
or trees — can melt vinyl siding,
break windows and ignite the
home. Direct flames can ignite
homes when there are trees,
shrubs or other flammable objects

The recent FireSmart presentation in Slocan and New Denver began with this photo of a lone surviving house after a
wildfire. The house has been FireSmarted, of course.

close to the home.

There are many things
homeowners can do to reduce
the risk of losing their homes to
wildfire. A fire-rated roof, multi-
pane windows, clean gutters, and
enclosed non-combustible decks
are all features of a FireSmart
home. There should be a 10-metre
zone around the home where
there are no combustible materials
or coniferous trees.

Residents of the three Slocan
Valley municipalities can get free
FireSmart home assessments

through the Slocan Valley
Wildfire Resiliency Program.
After the home is assessed, a
report outlining the areas of
greatest wildfire risk to the home
and property is provided. When
residents carry out any of the
recommendations in the report,
they are eligible for rebates of
50% of the costs of materials
and labour up to a maximum of
$5,000 per property.

For more information: www.
sifco.ca/fire, email wildfire@
sifco.ca or call 250-226-7012.
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OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC
Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC

To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call
www.karinagregory.ca
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Electric fencing workshop at Slocan Legion June 11

submitted

A free electric fencing for bears
workshop is set for the Slocan
Legion on Wednesday, June 11,
7-8:30 pm. The workshop is co-
hosted by WildSafeBC, the Valhalla
Wilderness Society Area H Bear
Smart Program, the Bear Smart
Working Group Coordinator Cora
Skaien and Harvaest Share.

The workshop will cover the
how and why of electric fencing,
including discussions around
different types of designs and
important considerations when
choosing the design that best
suits your needs. There will be an

example portable electric fence
for demonstration purposes. If
you would like to register for this
event, email cora.skaien@gmail.
com. Walk-ins day of will also be
welcome.

Cora Skaien, in collaboration
with Slocan Solutions and the
Valhalla Wilderness Society,
also continues to offer cost-share
assistance on purchasing electric
fencing materials. The Valhalla
Wilderness Society provides a 50%
reimbursement for the energizer, and
the funding through Slocan Solutions
adds another $100 to go towards the
purchase of additional supplies

(fence posts, wire, insulators, etc.).
The average participant receives a
reimbursement of about $250.

The cost share program also has
a second option if electric fencing
is not the best solution for you. If
you have a fruit or nut tree in your
yard that is no longer manageable
or produces non-edible fruits or
nuts, you could remove the tree and
replace it with a non-nut and non-
fruit bearing alternative, and receive
reimbursement of up to $250.

To participate in the cost share
program for the fence or tree
replacement, email cora.skaien@
gmail.com.

Slocan Valley Rail Trail to hold volunteer appreciation at AGM

submitted

On Thursday, June 12, the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail Society (SVRTS)
will be hosting its annual general
meeting beginning at 6:30 pm at
Slocan Park Hall.

This year, there will be a couple
of bonus activities attached to the
evening. After a brief AGM, there
will be a volunteer appreciation
event to acknowledge the many
volunteers who spend some quality
time helping to maintain the rail
trail. It will also be an opportunity to
say thanks to outgoing Chairperson
Helene Dostaler. There will be
desserts, savouries and refreshments
available.

There will also be a gift for every
member in attendance! The Trans
Canadian Trails Society has provided
support for the SVRTS to purchase
some great metal water bottles with
the SVRT logo on them. These are
in recognition of the outstanding
work the society has been doing for
the community for over 25 years.
Every member in attendance will
be given one of the bottles. There
will even be a short information
session about a new initiative where
volunteers who give 100 hours of
service on the rail trail will a receive
a coveted, specially designed, ‘100-

Wendy Harlock - It was like a miracle to have 14 people arrive in my yard on a Saturday morning and transform it. As you might imagine, having 14
people arrive to work in the garden can be a little intimidating, but these folks are professionals and found things to do on their own in many cases.
I recommend you buy a SLGS raffle ticket, probably available at the Friday market. It could change your world. | want to thank all 14 of you.

hour recognition water bottle.’

Members, volunteers and all
trail enthusiasts are encouraged
to attend this AGM and Volunteer
Appreciation Event.

It would be helpful to know if you
can attend, just so there are enough
treats to go around. Drop the society
a line at info@slocanvalleyrailtrail.
ca or call 1-888-683-SVRT (7878).

Ikebana floral event comes to New Denver

by Art Joyce

Like a phoenix rising from the
flames, the Ikebana in New Denver
event cancelled last year due to the
wildfires will proceed this year.
Ikebana Instructor Hollis Ho, and
a team of 11 fellow instructors and
students, will visit New Denver’s
Bosun Hall on June 21 from 10 am
to 5 pm. The event is free and open
to all ages.

It will feature exhibits of Ikebana
all day,a demonstration by Ho (1-1:45
pm), and an introductory hands-on
workshop (3-4:30 pm). Participants
will be able to take their creations
home. (Workshop pre-registration
is full, those still interested can ask
to be put on the workshop waitlist
by contacting: ikebananewdenver@
gmail.com)

Ikebana dates back over 500 years
and was traditionally practiced by
Buddhist monks offering nature at the
altar. Later, only aristocracy practiced
Ikebana. During the Meiji restoration
1868-1912, when Japan opened its
doors to the west, Ikebana flourished
and became mainstream with young
girls and women making Ikebana to
enhance the home and create a sense
of well-being.

“Samurai Warriors, before going
into battle, did Ikebana to calm and
focus themselves,” Ho says. “It’s a
way for people who practice it to
be peaceful, thoughtful. For people
viewing Ikebana arrangements,
there is a feeling of both calm and
awe on the expression of the natural
materials. A branch cut from nature
can express itself in a new way. We
love landscapers and gardeners who
are pruning because we can take those
discarded materials and give them
new life. In addition to live flowers
and branches, we use dried materials
and even unconventional materials

such as metals and plastics.”

In addition to the beautiful floral
arrangements, there will be table
displays by third generation (Sansei),
and fourth generation (Yonsei)
Japanese Canadian team members of
heirloom objects, photos and stories
associated with their families who
were relocated in New Denver and
surrounding areas.

Ho chose New Denver to
share Ikebana because it was the
hub village for several Japanese
Canadian internment camps during
the war, and she wanted to give
back to the communities. Ho was
born in Nakusp and grew up there —
her father was the late Bill Barrow.
She now resides in Vancouver but
still loves it here. Her Japanese
Canadian mother (Vicky Barrow, nee
Obayashi), grandparents, aunts, and
uncles were interned in New Denver,
Slocan, Rosebery, and Lemon Creek
during World War II.

When Ho moved to Vancouver
in 1973, she wanted to remain
connected to her Japanese roots and
study a traditional Japanese art form
but was not interested in martial
arts or tea ceremonies. She began
her study of Ikebana in 1990 in
Vancouver and Japan. After 35 years
of study, Hollis Ho has achieved the
highest teacher (Sensei) rank of Riji
level and continues to practice and
teach the art of Ikebana (the Sogetsu
School) in Vancouver.

The Ikebana in New Denver
project received funding support from
the Community Fund of the Japanese
Canadian Legacies Society (JCLS),
the Vancouver Ikebana Association,
the Sogetsu Vancouver Branch as well
as individual donors offering support.
‘Ikebana in New Denver’ has been
endorsed by the Consulate General of
Japan in Vancouver.



