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Get tires now... pay down the road. 
- Financing available -

by Jan McMurray
The new Columbia Basin Trust 

office building in Nakusp is now 
under construction. The official 
ground breaking ceremony happened 
on March 26.

“This was decades in the 
making,” said Johnny Strilaeff, 
President and CEO of the Trust. 
“We opened our first office here 26 
years ago, but then made a decision 
I am not proud of – to close the 
Nakusp office. It was a decision 
made on a purely financial basis. 

Columbia Basin Trust breaks ground on new Nakusp office. L-R: Amanda Murphy, Alexandra Trenholm, Melissa Johnson, Angie Elsmore and Ulli Mueller, Trust staff Nakusp office; Aidan McLaren-Caux, Village 
of Nakusp Councillor; Steven Kaup, Architect, Studio 9 Architecture; Karen Hamling, Trust Board member; Mayor Tom Zeleznik, Village of Nakusp; Johnny Strilaeff, President & CEO for the Trust; Tammy 

McDonough, Trust staff; and from North Mountain Construction, Carly Poznikow, Project Manager, Kerri Larson, Construction Director and Mike Precious, Site Superintendent.

Construction begins on new CBT office in Nakusp
The community spoke up loud and 
clear and we realized it was not the 
right decision.”

The Trust ended up selling its 
building to the Village of Nakusp and 
renting office space in a building on 
Broadway. But now, with six staff 
in Nakusp, they’ve outgrown the 
rental space. In about a year’s time, 
there will be a new CBT building 
at 83 Nelson Avenue N, at the main 
entrance to the downtown core at the 
south end of Broadway.

Studio 9 Architecture designed 

the building, and North Mountain 
Cons t ruc t i on  was  awarded 
the construction contract. Both 
companies are based in Nelson.

Steven Kaup of Studio 9 
Architecture showed off the 
drawings and described the two-
storey building. “It’s a compact, 
efficient design, fully utilizing the 
site,” Kaup said.

The entrance, facing Nelson 
Avenue N, will be timber post and 
beam with a butterfly shape roof. A 
staircase with an incline wheelchair 

lift leads up to the entrance, while 
vehicle access and parking will be 
at the back of the building, from the 
laneway. There are lots of windows, 
and a solar array will cover the entire 
roof, producing about 30% of the 
energy for the building, Kaup said. 
The building will meet Step Code 
3 and have the potential to reach 
Step 4, and will meet accessibility 
standards, including wheelchair-
accessible parking, let-down 
sidewalks, automatic door openers, 
accessible kitchens, washrooms and 

showers, and the wheelchair lift.
“This is a small step but a giant 

leap for CBT and the Village of 
Nakusp,” Nakusp Mayor Tom 
Zeleznik said. “It underscores CBT’s 
long-term commitment to Nakusp, 
enabling deeper engagement, 
contributing to the local economy, 
creating jobs and supporting 
business.” He thanked former mayor 
Karen Hamling, currently a CBT 
board member, for fighting for the 
Trust to keep an office in Nakusp 
in 2006.
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SPLIT PENSION 
INCOME WITH YOUR 
SPOUSE AND SAVE.
Pension income splitting can 
reduce you and your spouse’s 
taxes. If you’re receiving pension 
income, our Tax Experts will 
tell you if you qualify.

Speak with a Tax 
Expert today.
316 Broadway St W 
Nakusp, BC
250-265-4051

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details 
or email: 

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

SPIROMYXA SLOCANENSIS    PHOTO: TYSON EHLERS

NEW SLIME MOULD DISCOVERY 
IN SLOCAN VALLEY

In 2021 local scientist Tyson Ehlers dis-
covered a new-to-science slime mould in 
the Slocan Valley. Spiromyxa slocanen-
sis was formally described in 2024 in col-
laboration with international researchers. 
It is only known from a single location in 
the Slocan Valley. There are 290 species 
of slime moulds documented in BC.

Adrian Dupuis 
Adrian Dupuis was born in 

Meadow Lake, Sask. He moved with 
his family to Retallack, BC and later 
to Kaslo. As a young man of 16 he 
came to Nakusp and started his forestry 
career working for Celgar Ltd. in 
the lumber mill. He then worked as 
a Timber Cruiser/Compassman for 
the many Companies of the Arrow 
Lakes TFL. Through the years he was 
promoted to Logging Foreman then 

Superintendent of Roads, retiring  in 2005 after 46 years of dedication.
Adrian had a love for the outdoors and adventure. Hiking, exploring old 

mine sites, snowmobiling, hunting, quading and picking mushrooms were 
some favourites. He was active in Rod & Gun Conservation, Kinsmen and 
Minor Hockey. Along with carpentry skills he gave willingly of his time 
when and where it was needed. He leaves behind his wife Judy, children 
Jean {Darren} Hewat, Rodney {Carmen} and Kim Hetrick. Grandchildren 
Bryan, Laura Hewat, Leanne {Robert} Jansen, Bradley {Sara} Dupuis, 
Paige Dupuis {Cayman}. Great Grandchildren Daniel & Hudson Hewat 
and Brooklyn Jansen. Adrian passed away at age 81, his ashes are placed 
at the Nakusp Cemetery. The family truly appreciated the recognition of 
Adrian’s life with your presence at the Celebration of His Life, the beautiful 
cards fille with such meaningful words of lasting comfort. To those who 
enhanced the food table we thank you. Special thanks to the Care Aids at 
Minto House, Talerico Place in Castlegar and the New Denver Pavilion for 
their wonderful care. Thank you everyone. 

The Dupuis Families.

by Jan McMurray
A tragic avalanche on the east 

side of Kootenay Lake north of 
Kaslo on March 24 resulted in 
the death of three men, one from 
Kaslo, and the serious injury of one 
Nelson man.

The three men who lost their 
lives were: Jason Remple of Kaslo, 
owner of Stellar Heliskiing and 
the Kaslo Hotel; Jeff Keenan of 
Whistler, professional snowboarder 
and filmmaker; and Alex Pashley 
of Idaho, snowboarder and 
photographer. Clay Mitchell of 
Nelson was critically injured and 
is in the hospital.

“We are all very emotionally 
distraught by the loss of Jason 
and we are supporting him and his 

Kaslo loses owner of Kaslo Hotel and Stellar Heliskiing to avalanche
family to the utmost,” said Marcus 
Gurske, spokesperson in Kaslo. 
“We ask everyone to respect the 
wishes of the family for privacy as 
they go through this challenging 
time.”

Gurske explained that the group 
was out skiing and filming in the 
Clute Creek watershed area of 
Stellar’s tenure as part of a film 
production by Runway Films in 
Whistler. Keenan’s partner, Leanne 
Pelosi, owns Runway and was also 
there.

Kaslo Search and Rescue was 
called out and able to get there 
in 30-45 minutes, reports Mark 
Jennings-Bates of KSAR. He 
explained that there were two 
groups of skiers on the mountain 
that day, and one group had already 
flown back to Kaslo before the 
avalanche hit. When they heard the 

call, they turned around and flew 
back to the scene. “The initial team 
went right back in, so there was a 
professional team there that knew 
what to do. There were quite a few 
hands when we arrived, and a lot 
of work had been done already,” 
he said.

Jennings-Bates says his 
understanding is that Pelosi was 
the only person in the group on 
scene at the time of the avalanche 
who wasn’t swept away, and she 
started rescue efforts on her own 
before the first team returned.

Unfortunately, efforts to revive 
the men were unsuccessful.

Gurske says the Kaslo Hotel 
and Stellar Heliskiing will continue 
operations, “honouring Jason’s 
legacy as founder and lead guide.” 
The hotel was closed for a few 
days right after incident to allow 
time for staff to grieve the loss 
of Remple, he said, but “we have 
a great management team that 
Jason put together over the years 
to run both businesses, and the 
hotel is looking forward to another 
successful summer ahead.” Stellar 
will resume operations next season.

“Ultimately, Jason’s vision was 
to make his community a better 
place by having stable long-term 
businesses,” Gurske said. “The 
hotel is an anchor point for the 
community and the larger region. 
It’s a meeting place for both locals 
and visitors, and a place for people 
to come and celebrate important 
milestones in their lives. We will 
continue providing a high level 
of service to the citizens of our 
community.”
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Bird food & feeders

Drywall & mud, insulation
Pet Food and Farm 

Animal Feed

Straw Bales $14.00

2nd cut Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Shavings 

Easter flowers,
Lilies, 

Hydrangeas,  
pansies & more.
Flowering potted 

plants

Seeds have arrived, 
seedling starter mix, 

flats & inserts

PNW seeds are here

Spring flowering 
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by Moe Lyons
Concerns about the fate 

of Columbia River Treaty 
negotiations in light of the 
new US administrat ion 
were addressed at a virtual 
information session on March 
25. About 600 people attended 
to listen to presentations from 
Adrian Dix, Minister of 
Energy and Climate Solutions 
and Minister Responsible 
for the CRT, and MLAs 
Steve Morissette and Brittny 
Anderson. Several members of 
the negotiating team were also 
on hand to answer questions.

Many people are on edge 
since treaty negotiations have 
been put on pause by the 
new American administration, 
and since President Donald 
Trump’s recent rumblings 
about Canada’s “very large 
faucet” that can supply water 
to the US.

After decades of discussion 
and six years of negotiations, 
an agreement-in-principle 
(AIP) was reached in July 
2024. Dix said the Canadian 
and US negotiating teams met 
in Washington in December 
to work on turning the AIP 
into the renewed treaty, but 
weren’t able to finalize and 
ratify a new treaty by the end 
of the Biden presidency. He 
reminded everyone that the 
original treaty was signed 
in 1961 but not ratified until 
1964.

Al though the  pause 
on CRT talks sent a chill 
through the Basin, Dix said 
it is common practice for 
each new administration to 
take some time to review 
international files. He was 
clear that the US government 
has not formally suspended 
negotiations. However, he 
acknowledged that these are 
troubled times. 

“What’s different are 
the threats to Canadian 
sovereignty, the attacks in 
terms of threatened and 
implemented tariff measures 
against Canada and the direct 
threats of the president of 
the United States,” he stated. 
“Let’s be clear. We’re going to 
defend our interests.”

S o m e  p e o p l e  h a v e 
suggested that the treaty be 
used as a bargaining chip in the 
trade war, or that Canada give 
its 10-year notice to terminate 
the treaty in retaliation, Dix 
said. However, he pointed 
out that a lot can change in 10 
years, including a number of 
elections on both sides of the 

Adrian Dix addresses speculation about the Columbia River 
border. He also stressed that 
both countries benefit greatly 
from the agreement.

“Since its modernization, 
the  t reaty  has  enjoyed 
bipartisan support. It is in 
the interest of both countries 
to renew the treaty in the 
ways that Canada and the 
United States agreed to in 

the agreement-in-principle,” 
he said.

Dix also indicated that 
it is hard to take seriously 
Trump’s comments about 
BC having “a giant faucet” 
that could redirect water to 
the US. “We need to be clear 
that the water has flowed and 
continues to flow along the 

Columbia River downstream 
into the United States,” he 
said with a chuckle. “…Once 
the water crosses the border, 
the US can manage it for 
their own domestic purposes, 
however they see fit. In other 
words, the river flows into 
the United States, and at that 
point, it becomes their water 

to manage.”
The current treaty has no 

expiration date, so it remains in 
force until a renewed treaty is 
in place or until it is terminated 
with a 10-year notice from 
either the US or Canada. In the 
meantime, interim agreements 
have been made through 
exchanges of diplomatic notes 

between the two countries. 
These agreements have put 
parts of the AIP into place: the 
Canadian Entitlement set out 
in the AIP will continue until 
2044, and pre-planned flood 
risk management operations 
as set out in the AIP will be 
implemented for a three-year 
period.

Dix said public meetings 
in the Basin would take place 
once there was more clarity 
on the future of negotiations.

More information: engage.
gov.bc.ca/columbiarivertreaty/ 

by Jan McMurray
A review of BC Timber 

Sales is underway, and the Save 
What’s Left Conservation 
Society is urging people to 
write to the review task force 
with their thoughts about 
BCTS and how it operates.

Save What’s Left is a 
Kootenay-based society, 
described on its website as “a 
feisty grassroots organization 
committed to BC forestry 
reform.” The group believes 
that forestry reform must 
begin with BCTS, which 
“is responsible for more 
unsustainable logging of 
primary forest and more 
logging  in  communi ty 
watersheds than any corporate 
entity.”.

A document on the Save 
What’s Left website lists 24 
reasons why BCTS “urgently 
needs radical transformation.” 
Joe Karthein, founder of Save 
What’s Left, says he and the 
society’s lawyer are working 
on preparing this document 
for submission to the BCTS 
review task force.

An update on the BCTS 
review was given by Minister 
of Forests Ravi Parmar at the 
Council of Forest Industries 
(COFI) convention on April 
4, and was followed up with 
a press release.

“Feedback from the 
review has made it clear: 
BCTS is more than just a 
market-pricing system. It 
has the expertise and the 
tools to play a bigger role in 
active forest management and 
addressing climate change, 
and British Columbians want 
to see that happen,” Parmar 
says in the release.

The release goes on to say 
that BCTS will work with the 
Ministry of Forests, the BC 
Wildfire Service (BCWS), 
local communities, First 
Nations and industry partners 
to: reduce fuel loads in high-
risk areas; remove health-
damaged trees to improve 
recreational site safety and 
ecosystem resilience; expand 

BC Timber Sales review: Local conservation organization asks the public to get involved
the use of  commercial 
thinning to maintain forest 
health while supplying fibre 
to the market; and expand the 
use of prescribed fire as a key 
forest-management tool.

While this sounds good 
on paper, Karthein is afraid it 
means wildfire risk reduction 
work will happen in parks 
and protected areas, and old-
growth forests. 

Indeed, Forest Disturbance 
Ecologist Michelle Connelly 
from Conservation North 
attended the COFI convention, 
and was interviewed by 
Global News about the 
announcements made there 
by Minister Parmar. In the 
interview, she says, “Minister 
Parmar expressed support for 

logging old-growth forests 
and provincial parks for so-
called ‘wildfire resilience.’ 
Minister Parmar promoted 
the notion that all natural 
forests, including old growth, 
require logging in order to 
be resilient, which is one of 
the most Orwellian, clown-
world statements one could 
make about natural forests 
and nature.”

K a r t h e i n  i s  v e r y 
concerned about logging 
in parks under the guise of 
wildfire mitigation. “We have 
to cut that off at the knees,” he 
said. “Wildfires and beetles 
are natural cycles in the forest 
and they create habitat – dead 
trees create habitat. Logging 
in our parks is so completely 

wrong.”
Comments on BCTS 

for the review team can be 
emailed to BCTS.Review@
gov.bc.ca and copied to 
FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca, 
premier@gov.bc.ca and your 
MLA. Karthein asks that 
people submit their comments 
by the end of April, as the final 
report from the task force is 
due at the end of June.

Check the society’s 
website (savewhatsleft.ca) 
and Facebook page for more 
information.

In local forestry news…
Karthein reports that 

the contentious Cai Creek 
logging near Castlegar is up 
for auction, to be sold by April 
24, and the contentious Slocan 
Park cutblocks are scheduled 
to be sold before June 30.

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Lake ferry 

bargaining negotiations have 
been given a leg up. Minister 
of Labour Jennifer Whiteside 
announced on March 30 that 
she had appointed a special 
mediator, Vince Ready, to 
help resolve the dispute.

“Mr. Ready has vast 
exper ience  in  l abour 
relations and is renowned 
for his success in helping 
employers and unions 
reach agreements. This 
appointment provides a 
path for the parties to work 
through their differences and 
I appreciate their willingness 
to engage in this process,” 
Whiteside said in her 
announcement.

Ready was asked to 
work towards a settlement 
between the union and 
Western Pacific Marine in 
14 days. If no settlement 
is reached by then, he will 
provide recommendations 
to the minister and the two 
parties that will “represent a 
fair and transparent path to 
the resolution of the dispute.”

The minister appointed 
the special mediator in 
response to a request from 
the union. A March 26 press 

Special mediator appointed 
in Kootenay Lake ferry 

release from BCGEU says 
the union made the request 
as “the strike, now in its 
fifth month, is impacting 
workers hoping to reach a fair 
agreement and communities 
that significantly rely on 
WPM’s ferry service.”

The BCGEU release says 
that although both sides 
engaged an independent 
mediator earlier on, special 
mediators “have expertise 
and more authority in 
addressing challenging 
labour disputes.”

Western Pacific Marine 
responded favourably to the 
union’s request for a special 
mediator in a March 26 news 
release. However, WPM 
prefers binding arbitration.

“Our preference for 
binding arbitration remains 
because it offers an impartial 
third party the opportunity 
to  assess  bo th  s ides ’ 
positions and deliver a fair 
determination,” says WPM 
General Manager Odai Sirri 
in the release. “Nonetheless, 
we are hopeful that special 
mediation will create the 
neces sa ry  momentum 
to bring this dispute to a 
past  due,  constructive 
conclusion.”
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OPINION

Heads up, 
voters

Splitting the progressive/left 
vote will guarantee Poilievre/Harper 
Conservatives are elected. Choose the 
most likely progressive candidate in your 
riding to win, then all political left parties 
cooperate to unify.

France unified its left vote to win, so 
can we Canadians. 

Cooperate for Canada. Thank you.
Susan Eyre

Sirdar
Outdated 
voting system

We should be able to vote for the 
Prime minister and for our local MP 
separately. It’s not very often we get 
two good people for one vote. Also, the 
western vote (Manitoba west) does not 
count, because it’s all decided by the time 
Ontario votes. I feel Mark Carney is by 
far the best person for Prime Minister no 
matter what party he is affiliated with, 
and I can’t vote for him in my riding.

Rob Morison has been a good MP 
over the years. Unfortunately, a vote for 
him will be a vote for Pierre Poilievre and 
I don’t think he is Prime Minister stock. 

So it’s a vote for the Green Party, 
which is a dead vote but a vote anyway.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Open letter to 
Premier Eby and 
Minister Dix re: CRT

As outlined in the Agreement in 
Principle, there are many additional 
benefits to the USA other than 
hydropower and flood control by the 
operations of Canadian treaty reservoirs, 
such as irrigation, recreation, tourism, 
fisheries, navigation, domestic and 
corporate interests. For all of these 
other benefits, the USA has tentatively 
agreed to pay BC $16.6 million annually. 
However, even though the USA has 
already reduced (since last August) the 
regular downstream benefits (Canadian 
Entitlement) by 40%, and soon to be 
further reduced by 50%, the $16.6 
million won’t come into force until a 
modernized treaty has been ratified... if 
ever. Meanwhile, the USA continues to 
receive all these additional benefits for 

US tariffs
Are we forgetting why the US 

threatened tariffs in the first place? It 
was the drug, fentanyl, that is killing US 
and Canadian children! WHY? In part 
because Canada only examines 1% of 
containers entering our ports. There’s no 
money to examine containers but plenty 
of money to fly private jets on your tax 

dollars and stay in $6,000 per night hotel 
rooms. If this upsets you, I ask you to 
think about the following scenario.

Your neighbours’ garbage and sewer 
are flowing onto your lawn. When you 
ask them to clean up the mess, they 
ignore you or call you names! You have 
children and you know the mess has to go 
so you tell your neighbour that you will 
clean it up but they will have to pay the 
bill. Your neighbour doubles down and 
calls you a bully and tells everyone who 
will listen that you are a bad neighbour. 
Do you believe you are a bad neighbour 
in this scenario? When someone tells you 
something nasty about someone else, ask 
yourself why and what are they trying to 
hide about themselves. Evil thrives when 
good people do nothing.

Debbie Bleakney
Fauquier

free, as they have done for the past 60 
years, and destructive treaty operations 
continue as dictated by the USA for only 
half of previous compensation to BC. To 
top it all off, there is now a diplomatic 
note in place removing the unilateral 
option to terminate the treaty.

Lois Wood
Edgewood

Online harms an 
election issue

As the parent of teens, I am horrified 
and dismayed by CBC’s The Fifth 
Estate’s recent report about a growing 
network of sadistic online terrorists, 
preying on vulnerable kids, pressuring 
them into public acts of violence 
toward themselves and others. What 
is most horrifying about this is that 
the perpetrators themselves are also 
children – a shocking example of what 
social psychologist Jonathan Haidt 
has described in this way: “The Great 
Rewiring of Childhood pulled young 
people out of real-world communities, 
including their own families, and created 
a new kind of childhood lived in multiple 
shifting networks. One inevitable result 
was normlessness, because stable and 
binding moralities cannot form when 
everything is in flux.” (The Anxious 
Generation: How the Great Rewiring 
of Childhood is Causing an Epidemic of 
Mental Illness, 2024).

It appears now that anxiety and 
depression are the least of the mental 
health problems facing our online-
entrenched kids; this new threat can only 
be described as sociopathy.

I believe it’s time we wake up to the 
fact that, for kids, the online world holds 
far greater risks than benefits. For many, 
it is now a dystopia reminiscent of Lord 
of the Flies. Governments around the 
globe are recognizing that parents are 
powerless to effectively intervene, and 
they are taking legislative action.

Canadian legislators, police, and 
education systems need to do more 
to protect our children from online 
harm, and our medical system needs to 
support parental involvement to provide 
treatment (deprogramming!) for children 
already harmed. Prior to Trudeau’s 
resignation, an Online Harms Act was 
presented in the House of Commons. 

With the election looming, this has been 
swept under the rug. For the sake of our 
children and the future of humanity, this 
needs to be an election issue, and I will 
cast my vote with the candidate and/or 
party who takes it seriously.

Sarah Lawless
Kaslo

Federal election 
choices

Pierre wants to give the rest of 
the world unfettered access to exploit 
our natural resources. He also wants 
to defund our national broadcaster, 
the CBC, and to contribute to the 
terrible problems that Donald Trump is 
bestowing on the rest of the world, by 
cutting foreign aid to people around that 
world that need our help. He wants to 
turn us into a stingy, self-centered nation 
like the United States. So he won’t be 
getting my vote.

Jagmeet Sink is selling himself as a 
veteran politician, having led the NDP 
through three election cycles. Under 
Thomas Mulcair, the NDP was a viable 
option. The NDP I supported was, for 
the most part, a secular party. They never 
would have considered electing a white-
collared Catholic Priest to represent 
them, yet they have allowed this obvious 
religious fanatic to represent them for a 
decade, dragging the Party down with 
every election. Now, he says if he gets 
elected, as Prime Minister, he will cut 
taxes way back. He is obviously unaware 
that debt is a bad thing, having pushed 
Justin Trudeau into tripling our debt in 
just one decade. His ridiculous assertion 
that he might end up as Prime Minister 
is completely laughable. When Jagmeet 
won the leadership of the Party, several 
hardworking, dedicated Party stalwarts 
suddenly had to retire, to spend more 
time with their families. Truth is, they 
just couldn’t stomach working with 
Jagmeet. In one decade, Jagmeet Sink 
has destroyed the Party of the working 
people. He, too, will not be getting my 
vote.

Mark Carney, is not really a 
politician, but he is obviously a pretty 
smart cookie. He stopped running down 
to the US to kiss Donald’s arse, and has 
plans to defend us when the US decides 
to find an excuse to invade us. Instead of 

kowtowing to Uncle Sam, Mark Carney 
is setting us up to hold our heads high and 
trade with everyone but Uncle Sam. It is 
the best news I have heard in years. As 
far as I can see, he is our only hope. He 
will get my vote.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Open letter to 
Prime Minister 
Mark Carney

I am forwarding this letter of 
September 11, 2024, which was written to 
every member of the House of Commons 
in support of a non-confidence motion 
for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. Now 
that Justin Trudeau has stepped down 
and you have replaced him as leader of 
the Liberal Party and assumed the role 
of Prime Minister, this duty becomes 
yours in order to protect Canadians and 
ensure that the constitutional imperative 
of peace, order and good government is 
maintained. The conduct alleged cannot 
be justified in a free and democratic 
state, which is why there has been no 
argument presented by the Attorney 
General’s Office to defend their conduct. 
I have presented the additional evidence 
before the BC Ombudsperson’s Office 
that the BC Law Society is protecting 
lawyers committing extortion and that 
the allegation was known to Minister 
of Justice David Lametti, who made 
false and misleading statements to 
avoid doing his duty and improperly 
protecting lawyers and judges abusing 
Canadians. In addition, the office of the 
PMO forwarded those details on to your 
current Chief of Staff Marco Mendocino, 
who never responded. The evidence was 
presented before the court with a request 
for a writ of mandamus on the Minister 
of Justice with a decision due on Feb 14, 
2022, when the judge failed to do her 
duty to even show up at the courthouse 
and the Emergencies Act was enforced. 
I do not know if you were privy to this 
information although it appears that 
you were in communication at the time 
with Mendocino, Lametti and Trudeau, 
according to the evidence presented 
at POEC. In light of this evidence, the 
legal opinion presented by the Attorney 
General’s Office should be made public 
and you have the authority and duty 
to do that. The evidence has also been 
presented before the Special Joint 
Committee into the Declaration of an 
Emergency and before the Federal Court 
of Appeal from the decision of Justice 
Mosely which stated that the conduct 
of the Executive was unreasonable, 
illegal and unconstitutional. The further 
evidence indicates that the Minister of 
Justice’s conduct was not in good faith 
and was an abuse of the public trust, 
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malfeasance in office. This is an election 
issue. Given the evidence, can the public 
trust your administration to do its duty? 
The conduct of using the legal system to 
intimidate your political opponents using 
fear and extortion to silence dissent is 
reprehensible in a purported democracy. 
Oh Canada, I stand on guard for thee.

Trevor Holsworth
New Denver

The choice is 
ours

“Live bullets and sound bombs 
sow panic among the residents, but the 
sound of silence kills the Palestinians.” 
Quote by a Palestinian woman in the 
West Bank. The world is silent as the 
genocide proceeds. Has the West’s 
supply of indignation run out? Where 
are the sanctions?

The International Court of Justice’s 
advisory opinion to sanction Israel 
was not acted upon. In a ‘what-to-do 
moment,’ Trump gave Israel the go-
ahead to “finish the job.” In the middle 
of the night, Gaza gets bombed. Between 
March 18 and 23, the UN reports 792 
were killed and 1,663 injured. Ben 
Gvir, an outspoken proponent of ethnic 
cleansing, is back on the job as National 
Security Minister after resigning because 
he didn’t want a ceasefire. Israel Katz, 
Israel’s Defense Minister, issues a 
direct threat to the civilian population of 
Gaza: This is your last warning. Free the 
hostages and get rid of Hamas. If you do 
not, you will pay the price. If you do, you 
will get relocated.

Adnan Hmidan writes in the Middle 
East Monitor (‘Will Trump let hell 
break out in Gaza?’) that Trump creates 
“deliberate chaos” and “a barrage of 
shocking decisions” makes it difficult 
to respond effectively to all of them at 
once. This grants him an opportunity to 
execute his agenda. “Is the real problem 
Trump himself or is it a world that allows 
him to act with impunity?” Nations have 
to make defining choices… “surrender 
to the logic of brute force or rise in the 
defense of their principles.” Gaza is “a 
moral and humanitarian test for the entire 
world.” Search: Adnan Hmidan MEMO.

Courts mean nothing to Trump. To 
him, might is right. Member countries 
of the UN had asked the Court of Justice 
what to do about Israel. The Court laid 
it out for them. Boycott and sanction 
and make the criminals pay. Instead of 
acting on the Court’s advice, Israel was 
allowed to go free and act with impunity. 
Our silence is killing people.

Canada should take proactive action 
to end the genocide and prosecute those 
responsible for it. Canada has some 
deep introspection to do examining its 
alliances and foreign policies and come 
clean. The Palestinians have a long way 

The 2025 federal 
election

I had the honour of serving you as 
your Member of Parliament (MP) from 
2015 to 2019 in much of what is now 
the new Columbia-Kootenay-Southern 
Rockies riding (Trail and area are now 
in the riding; Revelstoke, Golden and 
area are now out and part of the new 
Kamloops-Shuswap-Central Rockies 
riding). During that time, I got to observe 
first-hand Conservative leader Pierre 
Poilievre (PP), also known as mini-
Trump, in the House of Commons. This 
is not surprising, since PP has spent all 
of his adult life, over two decades, as a 
MP (wouldn’t we all love to have his 
taxpayer-funded pension!).

I can tell you with certainty, that 
guy knows how to talk. On a number 
of occasions, he prevented the House 
from doing business that would have 
benefitted Canadians with his filibusters, 
and that continued right up to the end of 
parliament in December of 2024. A June 
12, 2023 Opinion Piece in the Ottawa 
Hill Times says it this way: “Poilievre 
sure likes the sound of his own voice.” 
When it came time to vote, he voted 
against you getting financial help with 
your prescription medication and with 
dental care. His focus has always been 
playing politics and seeking power, not 
supporting you.

If you are a progressive voter in our 
riding of Columbia-Kootenay-Southern 
Rockies (CKSR) and are concerned that 
PP could be our next Prime Minister, it is 
important that you know the facts.

In the elections in 2015, 2019, and 
2021, the vote in Kootenay Columbia 
was: NDP - 37.23 %, 34.4%, 36.74%; 
Liberal - 19.48%, 9.1%, 9.0%; Green 
- 6.51%, 9.1%, 3.94%; Conservatives - 
36.78%, 44.8%, 42.97%.

In CKSR, it is only the NDP that can 
take the riding from the Conservatives. 
We do not vote directly for the Prime 
Minister in Canada, but how we vote in 
our ridings and who we elect to sit in the 
House of Commons directly influences 
who becomes our Prime Minister. It 
is also clear that if progressive voters 
here in CKSR choose to vote together, 
we can unseat the current Conservative 
candidate.

The NDP candidate in CKSR is 
Kallee Lins. Kallee is a remarkable 
young woman who has focused her 
career on supporting rural communities 
and advocating for practical solutions 
that make life better. She knows how 
to listen, bring people together, and get 
things done.

Kallee likes to help people solve 

problems, answer their phone calls and 
respond to their emails (won’t that be 
refreshing!). To learn more, go to https://
kalleelins.ndp.ca/ . She will be a great 
Member of Parliament!

This is one of the most important 
elections of our lifetime. Please do get 
out and vote!

Wayne Stetski
Cranbrook

And justice for 
all? 

What about the elephant in the 
room?

The article in the March 13 Valley 
Voice capably explained the details of 
recompense for Doukhobor people 
affected by the forcible removal of 
children. As the article explains, what 
happened here in the 1950s was hurtful 
and damaging to the Doukhobor people 
involved. Imagine your children being 
torn from your arms and hauled off by 
the police: that is truly terrible. 

The provincial government’s effort 
to first try to dodge responsibility for 
this, then to belatedly apologize and 
compensate survivors and the offspring 
of survivors, has definitely been a fiasco.

Reading the article made me sad 
but it also brings to mind the ‘elephant 
in the room’ for us settlers who live in 
the Valley Voice readership area: that the 
First People of this land, the Sinixt, have 
endured much worse but have never been 
apologized to or compensated in any 
way, and worse yet have been unjustly 
erased by our government, a situation 
that persists to this day. 

Sinixt people were driven off 
the land by colonial expansion and 
settler activities, and perished in vast 
numbers from multiple waves of 
settler-introduced diseases from which 
they had no resistance. And as with 
Doukhobor people, Sinixt people had 
their children torn from their arms 
and taken away to residential schools. 
For Indigenous children, that meant 
perishing in alarming numbers from 
starvation, disease, neglect, and worse. 
If they didn’t die, most of those children 
emerged shell-shocked and damaged 
from this genocidal effort to eradicate 
their ties to family and culture.

As it did for Doukhobor people, this 
treatment has traumatized generations of 
Sinixt people.

While Doukhobor immigrants were 
welcomed by the Canadian government 
and provided land to farm on favourable 
terms, by contrast the Sinixt were 
deemed ‘inconvenient Indians’ on their 
own land with every effort made to 
get rid of them. In fact, in the 1950s, 
the federal government conveniently 
declared them extinct – shortly before 
flooding vast amounts of their territory 
for the Columbia River Treaty (e.g. the 

construction of the Hugh Keenleyside 
Dam near Castlegar).

Clearly, there are parallels to the 
injustices done to Doukhobor people but 
where is the apology and compensation 
for Sinixt people?

Sinixt deserve recognition (to be 
re-established as a First Nations Band 
recognized under the Indian Act) and 
an apology and compensation, just as 
the government is now apologizing to 
and compensating Doukhobor people 
who suffered harms at the hands of our 
colonial government. Recompense must 
be justly and fairly applied to all. 

I encourage you to write to our 
local government MLA, Brittny 
Anderson, demanding recognition of and 
compensation for the Sinixt, demanding 
her advocacy for Sinixt Peoples proper 
recognition under the Indian Act, so that 
Sinixt Indigenous rights are restored here 
in their homeland.

Lorna Visser
Hills

Dear MLA Steve 
Morissette

I am writing to express concern 
about the ongoing logging sale in the Cai 
Creek block, which threatens old-growth 
trees, the surrounding primary forest, and 
the region’s recreational and educational 
values. The Cai Creek forest is a unique 
natural space offering opportunities for 
environmental education and outdoor 
recreation – both at risk now due to 
logging.

As an outdoor guide and educator, 
and the owner of Elemental Journeys, 
an outdoor adventure and education 
company, I have come to know Cai 
Creek intimately. Since 2022, I have led 
numerous groups on explorations of this 
forest, uncovering its beauty and teaching 
others about its importance. I have 
worked closely with local organizations, 
including Last Stand West Kootenays, 
to identify large trees in Cai Creek, and 
facilitated workshops with Neighbours 
United to highlight the area’s rich 
biodiversity. I have also had the privilege 
of climbing Lieutenant Dan, a towering 
30-meter tree, to celebrate the birthday 
of an arborist friend, and even brought 
a classroom from the Whole School in 
Winlaw to teach students about ecology 
and environmental activism.

It is troubling to me that the sale 
proceeds despite an unresolved complaint 
to the Forest Practices Board, questioning 
the legality and environmental impact of 
the logging operation. Furthermore, 
documents obtained via Freedom of 
Information requests show that BC 
Timber Sales has significantly reduced 
recommended protections for the forest 
and wildlife. These changes have led to 
a concerning reduction in tree retention 
and critical elk habitat protections. 

to go before they get reparations from 
Israel. Canada has a long way to go, too.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Logging along the popular nature trail 
would damage the contiguous forest and 
destroy the recreational and therapeutic 
value of the area.

I’ve walked the Cai Creek block 
over a dozen times and can confirm 
that numerous old-growth trees have 
not been reserved from logging, 
directly contradicting BC Timber Sales’ 
commitment to “strive to preserve old 
growth.” These trees, some centuries 
old, are irreplaceable and crucial to the 
ecosystem.

Last year, I met with your colleagues 
Brittny Anderson and Josie Osborne 
and spoke with Dr. Rachel Holt and 
Dr. Simard. We all share the same goal: 
protecting old-growth and primary 
forests, including intact watersheds. 
Cai Creek represents these qualities and 
should be preserved as part of broader 
conservation efforts. I’ve also spoken 
with Katrine Conroy, the previous 
MLA for the region, who acknowledged 
receiving letters from students at the 
Whole School urging protection for Cai 
Creek. Despite these passionate pleas, 
logging continues – posing the question: 
How can we ignore such outcry?

Cai Creek must not be treated as 
‘business as usual.’ It’s an ideal location 
for the NDP to fulfill its promises to 
protect old-growth forests. Preserving 
Cai Creek would also honour Indigenous 
sovereignty and contribute to the goal 
of protecting 30% of ecosystems by 
2030, a critical target in the fight against 
climate change. I respectfully request 
that you advocate for halting logging in 
Cai Creek and other primary forests. BC 
Timber Sales should focus on previously 
logged areas, rather than targeting intact 
ecosystems like Cai Creek.

Thank you for considering my 
concerns. I look forward to your response 
and hope you will act to protect this 
invaluable area.

Andrea Fox
Nelson

New riding, 
new Liberal 
candidate to 
consider

A new riding boundary has been 
drawn for the upcoming federal election. 
The riding of Vernon-Lake Country-
Monashee includes the Slocan and 
Arrow Lakes Valleys. A new riding 
means new candidates to consider. Since 
the last election, I moved to Fauquier 
from Kaslo, so I wanted to look up 
where we fit on the political map. I found 
there are candidates from three parties 
running in a riding that now includes 
my community as well as communities 
all the way down to the bottom of the 
Slocan Valley. Of the three candidates, 
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I was most impressed with the Liberal 
candidate, Dr. Anna Warwick Sears, 
from the Okanagan Water Basin Board. 

One reason I am impressed with Dr. 
Warwick Sears is that she knows the area 
well. She grew up in the Kootenays, and 
has lived for the past two decades in the 
Okanagan. Her work at the Okanagan 
Water Basin Board focused on water 
sustainability and climate adaptation. 
Unlike a politician who just talks about 
what they can or will do to support and 
protect our interests while they are on 
the campaign trail, I feel that Anna’s 
work has proven that she actually can 
and will represent us on issues important 
to me, like climate and water protection. 
Protecting our clean water sources is not 
only a Kootenay issue, it’s a national 
issue and an international one since 
Trump mused about Canada being a 
“faucet” to the north that could be turned 
on to supply the US at will. The shared 
water in our Columbia River treaty, 
which supplies electricity to the US, is 
still not ratified by congress and could 
require more muscle and finesse that 
ever before. 

The Great Lakes could also be 
in Trump’s sights. They are currently 
managed by a treaty with the US. But 
Trump is a treaty-breaker. Protection of 
our water resources may even become a 
necessary campaign in our resistance to 
the US threats to our sovereignty. Canada 
needs valued, experienced experts and 
negotiators, not just politicians who 
make speculative promises on matters 
they have never dealt with and speak in 
generalized slogans. 

I voted NDP provincially, but I 
believe Mark Carney is steering the 
Liberal ship in a more economically 
centrist, and environmentally sound way 
than Justin Trudeau did and I trust his 
real-life experience more than I would 
trust a career politician who is all talk 
has no proven track record of walking the 
walk. I’m voting for Anna Warwick Sears 
in the Vernon-Lake Country-Monashee 
riding because I feel she is aligned with 
what I think we all value about living 
here in this beautiful valley – protecting 
our lakes and rivers while contributing to 
progressive climate action. I believe this 
riding, and all Canadians would benefit 
from Dr. Anna Warwick Sear’s expertise 
if we sent her to Ottawa.

If anyone is interested in finding 
out more about Anna Warwick Sears go 
to: https://annawarwicksears.liberal.ca/

CJ MacKinnon
Fauquier

A lost decade
Trump’s business record is a disaster 

– failed casinos, bankruptcies, fraud, 
and scams. Now, he’s back in power, 
ready to bring that same incompetence 
to trade and global economics. If he 

slams Canada with tariffs, it will be an 
economic bloodbath.

Protectionism with the Smoot-
Hawley Tariff made the Great Depression 
far worse. Now, we’re looking at a 
potential replay, but with even bigger 
stakes. I am 57 and have never seen such 
an awful political and economic forecast 
for Canada. Depression 2.0 is on the way 
because Canada has high debt, a weak 
dollar, poor leaders and low productivity.

As of 2023, Canada’s combined 
federal and provincial gross debt 
reached approximately $3.04 trillion. 
This figure includes $1.64 trillion in 
federal government debt and $1.49 
trillion in provincial, territorial, and 
local government (PTLG) debt. This 
substantial debt level has significant 
implications for Canada’s fiscal health 
and economic stability. For the fiscal 
year 2023–2024, the federal government 
is expected to pay approximately $43 
billion in interest on its national debt. 
This figure represents about 7% of total 
federal government spending. If interest 
rates go up to fight inflation, Canada 
could be in for stagflation where inflation 
is punishing and wages do not keep up.

As of March 12, 2025, the Bank of 
Canada, under Governor Tiff Macklem, 
reduced its key policy interest rate 
to 2.75%. This decision marked the 
seventh consecutive rate cut, aiming to 
support the Canadian economy amid 
uncertainties arising from recent US 
trade policies and tariff war.

I think Macklem has been sniffing 
airplane glue. He is weakening the loonie 
while trying to stabilize a resource-
based economy. Canadian savers are 
going backwards while cheap money 
is supposed to stimulate the economy. 
I predict a 62 cent USD loonie soon. 
This will erode any purchasing power 
you have while Dirty Donnie wields his 
axe of punishing tariffs on our economy 
and the world. Retaliation may feel good 
for Canadians but we are fighting a US 
giant that insanely thinks it is being taken 
advantage of. Too bad Dirty Donnie 
is an idiot surrounded by idiots of his 
choosing. The US dollar is the reserve 
currency of the world. The brightest 
and most talented people of the world 
gravitate to the USA. The USA exploits 
immigrants and its own people for cheap 
food and energy.

Canada will easily lose a decade of 
growth and productivity without sound 
political decisions.  Carney is a banker, 
not a politician. Premier Eby is clueless 
how to fight the USA tariff war. Without 
a consolidated effort and plan, Canada 
will likely enter a stage of stagnation 
and poverty.

The only advice I can offer is to 
hedge your loonies into US dollars to 
preserve any wealth you may have. 
Our monopolized structure does not 
favour the people, only the elite bankers, 

Strange things 
happening in 
Trumpland

Lately, in a German newspaper, 
I discovered a cartoon indicating a 
solution for Trump’s colonization 
plans.

The Palestinians were exiled to 
Greenland. The Greenlanders were 
sent to Canada, and the Canadians 
to Panama. Thus, some of Trump’s 
imperial dreams would indeed 
manifest, but I would suggest one 
more exile – Antarctica for the 
Americans, except the Indigenous 
people. Trump’s team should 
immediately start visiting. There 
are a lot of mineral resources, gold 
and rare earth metal under the thick 
ice layer. Elon probably will come up 
with a brilliant idea to melt this ice. 
As lithium batteries are excellent fire 
accelerators, maybe he will burn all 
his Tesla vehicles, providing enough 
energy for a meltdown.

S t r a n g e l y ,  t h e  T r u m p 
administration respects constitutional 
rights only if it fits the plan, especially 
with respect to illegal immigrants. 

Strangely, freedom of speech is 
granted only if you don’t criticize 
the White House and follow its 
presidential orders. Here are a few 
words Trump and his administration 
don’t like: DEI, gender, inclusion, 
LGBTQ, anti-racist, trans people. By 
the way, next week, TRANSmission 
will be removed from all federal 
vehicles.

Strangely, impertinence and 
haughtiness show when the Trump 
administration sends letters to 
European trade partners asking to 
stop their diversity programs.

My feeling is MAGA seems to 
morph into MASA. Make America 
Small Again.

S t r ange ly,  nobody  gave 
President Zelensky the right protocol 
instructions for visiting King Trump. 
A king has to be venerated and you 
get down to kiss his feet. Moreover, 
you buy the $5 million ‘gold card’ 
with Trump’s effigy and offer an 
additional multi-million-dollar deal.

Strangely, DOGE radically cuts 
federal spending, however, Elon 
Musk’s Space-X agency and Star-
Link are still collecting federal 
fundings. Can somebody please tell 

Elon that it is not wise to destroy a 
social system before you have a new 
one in place?

Strangely, the White House 
no longer separates Legislature, 
Executive, and Judiciary. Is there 
anybody who can help Trump with a 
lesson in Democracy 101? I wouldn’t 
recommend the Canadian Mark 
David CarnEby, though.

So far, there are only two 
positive aspects I have discovered 
in Trumpland. The first positive 
development comes with Robert F. 
Kennedy as he tries to disentangle 
the knots between Big Pharma and 
the regulators FDA and CDC, but 
obviously it’s hard to break up these 
cozy relationships as big mutual 
financial advantages are involved.

Second, several US states are 
going to stop geo-engineering – no 
more chemtrails there. Blue sky 
again! Canada should follow this 
laudable initiative.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

telecoms, airlines, groceries and energy 
sectors. These sectors will get bailouts 
while you foot the bill and slowly 
go bankrupt. You can also wave the 
Canadian flag, puff your chest out in 
nationalism and watch your standard of 
living fall to new lows.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Canada at the 
crossroads: 
Sovereignty or 
submission?

Canada is hurtling toward a 
breaking point that most are still too 
distracted to see. Behind the veil of 
daily politics and celebrity headlines, 
a quiet storm is rising – one that could 
alter the nation’s sovereignty, its 
currency, its pensions, and the very idea 
of ownership. With US-imposed tariffs 
escalating and Canada’s overreliance 
on American trade now weaponized, 
the economic pressure has moved 
from tension to near-checkmate. No 
business can absorb these costs; they 
will be passed on – through inflation, 
layoffs, bankruptcies, and eventual 
consolidation. What’s really happening 
is a controlled economic squeeze, 
forcing Canadians into a corner where 
the only lifeline offered may be deeper 
integration with the United States.

As confidence in the Canadian 
dollar slips, so does its value. A 
weaker loonie means soaring prices on 
everything from fuel to food. Inflation 
will spike again, but this time without 
an off-ramp. As fear mounts, talks 
of stabilizing the economy through a 
North American currency or digital 
monetary union will surface – sold to 
the public as salvation. In truth, it’s the 
price of surrendering national control. A 
digital dollar, backed by a continental or 
global framework, is no longer science 
fiction. It’s the plan. And with it, the 
loss of financial sovereignty.

At risk, too, are Canadian pensions, 
many of which are invested in the 

same shaky systems now under siege. 
As the dollar falters and central banks 
scramble to print, the true value of 
retirement savings shrinks. Future 
payments may be converted, regulated, 
or gated through digital ID systems. 
Access to your own money becomes 
a matter of compliance. This isn’t 
just economic reform. It’s behavioral 
control.

Meanwhile, ownership itself is 
being redefined. Homes bought during 
boom years may now collapse in value. 
Small businesses buckle under taxes 
and supply chain disruptions. Rising 
interest rates and asset devaluation 
create a cascade of foreclosures and 
sell-offs. Who buys them? Corporate 
entities and institutional funds 
– consolidating land, homes, and 
industry. The middle class becomes 
the renter class. “You will own nothing 
and be happy” isn’t a meme – it’s the 
new model.

Politicians won’t speak this truth 
before the election. After the ballots 
are cast, the real announcements will 
emerge: integrated trade agreements, 
digital identity frameworks, shared 
continental regulations. Behind closed 
doors, Canada is being drafted into 
a new alignment, one that replaces 
national sovereignty with regional 
governance and global compliance.

This is not just an economic event. 
It is a psychological war. Canadians 
have been lulled into complacency by 
design – conditioned to trust authority, 
consume quietly, and avoid asking 
the hard questions. But now is the 
moment to wake up. Sovereignty is not 
a flag; it is a daily act of responsibility, 
discernment, and courage.

The storm is here, but within the 
chaos lies a rare opportunity. Those 
who prepare, localize, and reconnect 
with values like stewardship, truth, 
and community will not only survive 
the storm, they will build the new 
world. This is not just a warning. It’s 
an invitation. Will we rise – or will we 
be digitally absorbed into a future we 
didn’t choose?

History will remember what we 
did next.

Peter Carson & Teri Wallace
Silverton
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Arrow Lakes Historical Society

April 26th, 1 PM
ALHS Archives office, Centennial Building, Nakusp

92 6th Ave NW (rear entrance behind the Library and Museum)

NEW AND EXISTING MEMBERS WELCOME
In-person and by Zoom 

(contact the ALHS for meeting link)

·	 Memberships available prior to the meeting.  Current 
membership is required to vote.

·	 If you are interested in serving as a Director, please 
contact the ALHS by email (alhs1234@telus.net) or call 
250.265.0110

* * * * *

Followed by a presentation by Bruce Rohn. 
					     Please join us!

by Jan McMurray
Silverton council had its first 

look at a very preliminary 2025 
budget at a meeting on March 25. 

At first glance, the preliminary 
budget projects a shortfall of about 
$100,000. So, there is some work to 
do to balance the budget by May 31, 
when it is due in to the provincial 
government. 

Council and staff went through 
the document line by line at the 
three-and-a-half-hour meeting, and 
came up with ways to shave at least 
$46,000 off the shortfall.

At the end of the meeting, 
CAO Catherine Allaway said staff 
would “regroup and come back with 
something much tighter” at the April 
16 meeting.

Council has hired consultant 
Linda Tynan on contract as Chief 
Financial Officer to oversee the 
budget process, with CAO Allaway 
and Village Accounting Clerk Taylor 
Attwood doing the heavy lifting to 
put the numbers together. Allaway 
and Attwood are quite new in their 
positions, and records that would 
help with budgeting are not always 
available. Tynan acknowledged 
the hard work of the CAO and 
Accounting Clerk, and noted that 
stable and consistent staffing would 
make a big difference for the Village.

Tynan also mentioned numerous 
times that council needed to look at 
putting money into reserve funds to 
be ready for capital improvements 
when required at their buildings and 
facilities. This year’s preliminary 
budget noted $10,000 for the water 
reserve, but nothing for equipment, 
the buildings the Village owns or any 
other infrastructure.

Last  year,  $191,225 was 
collected in taxes. This year, with 
a 0% tax increase, $207,544 would 
be collected and there would be 
a $107,000 shortfall. With an 
8% increase, $224,148 would 
be collected and there would be 
a $90,000 shortfall. An 8% tax 
increase was set in last year’s five-
year financial plan.

Council discussed boosting 
revenues by budgeting more for 
campground and Memorial Hall 
rentals. The preliminary budget has 
very conservative figures, similar 
to last year, projected for those 
two facilities. $55,000 is budgeted 
for campground revenues, where 
$65,000 is the more the norm. 
$6,000 is budgeted for Memorial 
Hall rentals; $4,500 was earned last 
year. Councillors acknowledged 
that revenues were low last year 
due to the fires, and agreed to bump 
up those numbers a bit. They also 
discussed possibly renting out the 
campground host cabin on the off-
season to generate some additional 
revenue.

Budget discussions get underway at Village of Silverton
Council and staff also discussed 

ways to cut down on expenses. 
They found $46,000 in one-time 
expenses that Tynan explained could 
be covered by accumulated surplus 
funds from prior years rather than 
2025 revenues. One of these items 
was legal fees, budgeted at $15,000. 

“In a typical year, you’d probably 
budget $5,000 [for legal fees], so 
we might be able to fund some of 
that with surplus,” Tynan said. She 
said $15,000 was high, but a fair 
estimate. “There has been a lot going 
on in Silverton, so your legal bills are 
much higher. When you are running 
in a consistent manner, you can be 

down to very little in legal costs, 
but I’m not sure you are out of that 
realm yet and it wouldn’t be prudent 
to cut that.”

Last year, more than $26,000 was 
spent on legal fees.

Council also had a good look at 
how much the Village is subsidizing 
the Gallery and Memorial Hall 
buildings. The Gallery brought in 
$2,000 last year but incurred $11,500 
in operating expenses. The CAO said 
this would be addressed during lease 
renewal discussions with the Slocan 
Lake Arts Council. The lease expires 
April 15. The Memorial Hall brought 
in $4,400 last year and expenses were 

somewhere between $9,000 and 
$10,000. Council expressed interest 
in researching rental fees for similar 
buildings in other communities, 
and perhaps increasing the fee for 
wedding rentals.

A couple of items were flagged 
for more discussion or for staff to 
look into. Council will review its 
policy on providing grants in aid to 
community groups – $5,000 is in the 
budget for this, but council feels this is 
high under the circumstances. As part 
of the fire service contract with New 
Denver, Silverton has been charging 
$1,500 in rent for the Silverton Fire 
Hall since 2010; the CAO would 

like to discuss an increase with 
New Denver. She would also like 
to discuss the contribution for the 
WildSafeBC program, which has 
increased this year. Because more 
WildSafe programming happens in 
New Denver, perhaps Silverton’s 
contribution could be less.

The campground was also 
acknowledged as needing more 
discuss ion.  Counci l lor  Don 
Broughton wants to see the 
campground fixed up, but Mayor 
Tanya Gordon said, “We have a 
lot of infrastructure issues and the 
campground is a lower priority. This 
is a big conversation.”

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council approved the final 
2025 capital and operating budgets 
– $4,421,657 and $6,715,795 
respectively. 

Though some tweaks were made 
since the drafts were first presented 
to council in January, residents are 
still looking at a 6.7% tax increase 
this year. The Village estimates it will 
collect about $1.5 million in taxes.  

Additions to the capital budget 
include $7,500 from general surplus 
for a large format scanner; $15,000 

Nakusp council, March 24: 6.7% tax increase finalized for 2025
for snow stops and roof repairs and 
$13,000 for gutter replacements at 
the Emergency Services Building, 
coming out of the fire reserve; 
$75,000 from a Columbia Basin Trust 
grant for a wildfire trailer and pumps; 
$20,000 from the Community Works 
Fund for sani-station upgrades; 
$100,000 from water surplus for a 
UV disinfection system replacement 
at the water treatment plant; and 
$12,000 for chemical controllers for 
the hot springs pool water, from hot 
springs surplus. 

Director of Operations Cavan 

Gates said the $30,000 set aside for 
marina engineering and repairs will 
include an aluminium gangway, with 
leftovers spent on concrete patches 
or boat rails.  

Council will give three readings 
to the five-year financial plan and tax 
rates bylaws at the April 28 meeting, 
with final adoption set for May 12. 

Traffic, street, and sidewalk 
control

Council gave two readings to 
amendments to the traffic, street, and 
sidewalk control bylaw. 

If adopted, the most notable 
change would be a speed limit 
reduction to 40 km/hr village-wide. 
Other changes include a two-hour 
parking limit on Broadway Street 
between Nelson Avenue and 8th 
Avenue, from 8 am to 6 pm daily; and 
no RV parking on Broadway Street 
(sports complex is the suggested 
alternative). 

The bylaw was mostly revised to 
increase enforceability; organization 
and sentence structure was limiting. 
CAO Wayne Robinson noted 
however that while it’s now easier for 

staff to enforce the bylaw, the chances 
of staff walking around regularly and 
enforcing it is not likely. 

Council was set to discuss the 
bylaw further during its Committee 
of the Whole meeting on April 14. 
Upright headstone 
approval

Council approved a request to 
install an upright headstone in the 
Old Catholic Cemetery.

Though the Village’s cemetery 
bylaw only permits flat, tablet-variety 
memorials, upright markers can be 
installed in the old sections of the 
Hillcrest, Roman Catholic, Women’s 
Institute, and Legion cemeteries – if 
council permits. 

Council also approved an 
amendment to the fees and charges 
bylaw to increase the cost of the 
memorial marker care fund fee to 
$500 for all upright headstones – 
up from $75 plus GST. Caring for 
upright headstones costs about $80 
of staff time per year to maintain. 
Cemetery maintenance fees are in 
place to alleviate the burden on the 
taxpayer. 

submitted
Oh Pray Tell, a multidisciplinary 

trio hailing from the West Kootenay, 
is hitting the road this spring for 
a highly anticipated tour from the 
Kootenays to Vancouver Island. 

The tour will make stops in 
Passmore on April 10, Nelson on 
April 11, Silverton on April 12 and 
Kaslo on April 22.

With their blend of three-
part harmonies, soulful music, 
experimental folklore, clowning, 
sass, and grace, Oh Pray Tell is set to 
captivate audiences across the region.

Composed of Betty Supple, Sally 

Oh Pray Tell performs in Passmore, Nelson, Silverton and Kaslo this month.

Oh Pray Tell plays local venues 
on BC tour

Titasey, and Shayna Jones, Oh Pray 
Tell combines roots in rhythm & 
blues, gospel, and folk music with 
banjo, stomp-clap-cajon rhythms, 
and stand-up bass. Their music 
is deeply influenced by personal 
experiences, reflecting their unique 
perspectives and responding to the 
current times. Each show promises 
to be an intimate exploration of 
storytelling, music, and performance 
that will leave listeners moved and 
inspired.

For more information: www.
ohpraytell.com, Facebook, Instagram 
and youTube. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area 
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone 
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, 
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Thursdays thru Sundays, 3-8pm, Happy Hour 3-5pm. Family friendly dining and casual pub 
atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our 
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing 
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, fishing 
licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717. 
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery 
Spring is here and our gazebo is up! • We’ve got new books in for the first time in months, 
including Mining Camp Tales of the Silvery Slocan by former resident Peter Smith. This 

exciting new book “tells the intriguing story of British Columbia’s most productive silver 
mining region and the vibrant communities that built up around it in the late 1800s.” • The 
latest Nomads collection is out and we’ve chosen some of their finest eco-styles • Hours: 
Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am –5:00 pm • As always, thanks for shopping locally – we 
hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •
Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm 
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products, 
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and 
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and 
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range 
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural 
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli 
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, 
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Mama Sita’s Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 
pm, 7 days a week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Kaslo unveiled its 
draft active transportation network plan 
(ATNP) during an open house on April 
2 at the Heritage Hall. 

Prepared by Watt Consulting Group, 
the draft plan makes recommendations 
on how to promote inclusive, accessible, 
and connected active transportation in 
the village. Watt Consulting is also the 
group that recently completed a review 
of the village’s road signs and pavement 
markings. 

Active transportation is any form 
of human-powered transportation, 
including walking, cycling, or rolling 
using a skateboard, wheelchair, in-line 
skates, etc. ATNPs are designed with all 
ages and abilities in mind. 

Watt Consulting developed the plan 
using a three-phase approach. 

Phase one involved a technical 
review of existing infrastructure to 
identify gaps, barriers, safety issues, 
and key opportunities. Phase two 
involved engaging with key audiences 
to understand what they like, do not 
like, and wish to see. Phase three saw 
development of the plan, including 

Kaslo presents draft active transportation network plan, welcomes feedback
priority projects and network maps, to 
illustrate how the Village can improve 
active transportation conditions. 

“It’s really wonderful to work with 
smaller communities who are really 
passionate to see change,” said Tim Shah, 
project lead and senior transportation 
planner with Watt. He said it’s been a 
very positive experience. 

The consulting group found that 
current speed limits are too high. 
The Village lacks formal cycling 
infrastructure and existing pedestrian 
infrastructure is in a range of conditions. 
Intersection safety is also a concern, 
currently prioritizing vehicles over 
other users. 

The Village welcomes feedback on 
the plan, to be incorporated in the final 
version before council approval. 

To access the draft plan and the 
questionnaire, visit kaslo.ca and check the 
latest notices for ‘Active Transportation 
Network Plan.’ Hard copies of the 
questionnaire are available at Town Hall. 
Feedback must be submitted by April 14. 
The plan can also be found at kaslo.ca/p/
bylaws-reports.

Priority areas
Based on technical reviews and 

public engagement, Watt Consulting 
came up with four priority areas to focus 
active transportation improvements.

Priority area one is downtown. 
Community members said they would 
like to see pedestrian activity prioritized 
on Front Street, but wanted to maintain 
on-street parking and the width of 
vehicle travel lanes. The ATNP suggests 
raised mid-block crosswalks with curb 
extensions and additional lighting. To 
make Water Street more accessible, the 
plan suggests converting it to one-way 
westbound traffic and adding a buffer 
with benches and a sidewalk. 4th Street 
between C Avenue and Front Street could 
see the width of parking spaces and travel 
lanes reduced and the addition of a multi-
use pathway (MUP) and buffer. 

Priority area two is around JV 
Humphries Elementary Secondary. 
Suggestions include a covered stairway 
from the intersection of C Avenue and 
5th Street up to the school field; an 
off-street pathway along the perimeter 
of the school field; and working with 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Transit (MOTT) to upgrade the existing 
crosswalk on Highway 31A at C Avenue 
to include advanced warning signs and 

flashers. A couple MUPs could be added, 
as well as an advisory lane – active 
transportation users have priority in 
dedicated lanes, but motorists can legally 
enter the advisory lane to pass oncoming 
vehicles. 

Priority area three is Vimy Park 
Ring Road and 1st Street. Community 
members noted that speeding is a 
concern in this area. The ATNP suggests 
implementing a 30 km/hr speed limit and 
installing speed tables and mid-block 
crosswalks.

Priority area 4 is the Highway 31 

Kaslo River crossing. Community 
members said this is an important 
corridor for accessing the Kaslo 
Arena, but currently there’s no active 
transportation infrastructure south of 
the bridge; users must go on the road 
shoulder. The plan recommends a 
pedestrian crosswalk at Spruce Avenue, 
with overhead illuminated crossing 
signage, flashers, and advanced warning 
signs. The plan also suggests a protected 
MUP with a barrier on the west side of 
Highway 31, from Arena Avenue to the 
new crossing at Spruce Avenue. 

by Jan McMurray
Hills residents have shown strong 

support for the wildfire mitigation project 
proposed by the Ministry of Forests for 
Crown land around Hills.

In a poll organized by the Hills 
Emergency Services Society (HESS), 
there were 59 votes in favour of the 
project and three votes against.

HESS estimates that about half 
of Hills residents currently in the area 
participated in the poll.

Hills residents support wildfire 
risk reduction project

The results will be passed along 
to the ministry, along with some 
comments received from residents. 
Adjacent property owners would like to 
be notified when work is about to begin 
so they can provide input on the finer 
details. Residents would like access to 
jobs related to the project, and to any 
wood cut that could be used for firewood, 
fence posts, etc.

The project is expected to start in 
2026 and conclude in 2028.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

by Art Joyce
Many of us have heard about the 

famous gold rushes, but what about 
the silver rush of the Silvery Slocan? 
Historian Peter Smith has just released 
his new book, Mining Camp Tales of the 
Silvery Slocan, the often-overlooked 
story of BC’s silver rush and the 
boomtowns they fostered, starting in 
1891. Some of them remain to this 
day – Silverton, New Denver, Slocan 
City, Kaslo and Nakusp, while other 
boomtowns disappeared into the bush 
as mining booms faded. Fortunes were 
made and lost, saloons and brothels 
flourished, and lives indelibly stamped 
by it all. 

Mining Camp Tales of the Silvery 
Slocan was prompted by Smith’s first 
book, Silver Rush: British Columbia’s 
Silvery Slocan, 1891-1900 ,  an 
exhaustively researched volume of 600 
pages that the late Professor Emeritus 
of Historical Geography Cole Harris 
admired for its depth and scope but 
feared was too weighty for the average 
reader. Smith credits Harris with 
the encouragement to condense the 
information in Silver Rush into a new 
book designed less for the academic 
than the general reader of history. Smith 
says he was “hesitant to take this on,” 
but was motivated by interest shown in 
the book by Heritage House Publishing. 

“This gave me the opportunity to 
add a wealth of new information, new 
photographs, make a few corrections, 
and rethink how I wanted to tell the 
story. So Mining Camp Tales includes 
new information, particularly in the 
area of social history, such as song and 
dance and the role of women in western 
mining camps.”

Smith began this research in 1976, 
so Mining Camp Tales of the Silvery 
Slocan is a distillation of a life’s work. 
History has been a lifelong fascination 
for Smith. He studied Greek and 
Roman history and literature, and 
Anthropology at the University of 
Victoria (UVIC). After graduating with 
a BA, Smith attended the University 
of Leeds (UK) and received an MA in 
Folk Life Studies. After returning to 
BC, he audited courses in BC history at 
UVIC and worked at the BC Archives 
and Records Service for several years. 
To research the new book, he visited or 
consulted archives in Victoria, Duncan, 
University of Washington, Vancouver, 
UBC, Minnesota Historical Society, 
and University of Western Ontario 
Archives. 

Smith was born and raised in 
Victoria and first visited the Slocan in 
1973. “The day after I arrived, I had 
breakfast at the Newmarket Hotel in 
New Denver. I fell in love with the 
people, the scenery, and especially the 
history. I thought I knew a bit about 
BC history but I had never heard of 
the Slocan.”

Smith was lucky to have seen the 
Newmarket, which burned down just 

New book showcases Slocan mining camp history
a few years later, though its name is 
commemorated in the New Market 
Foods grocery store. He partnered with 
friends to buy an old mining claim on 
Red Mountain, built a cabin there and 
lived in the Slocan for about four years 
while exploring old mine sites. While 
working at the Silvery Slocan Museum 
one summer, he met Cole Harris, who 
introduced him to renowned old-timers 
Gene Peterson and Neil Tattrie. These 
men were living repositories of Slocan 

mining history. Smith eventually 
married a Victoria woman and returned 
to the west coast, visiting the Slocan 
until 2000 when he finally sold the Red 
Mountain property.  

“I did not have any relatives in the 
Slocan at the time, but now I find out 
that the great grandfather of two of 
my grandchildren was a New Denver 
pioneer, who arrived there in 1892.” 

Silver Rush, which won the BC 
Historical Federation’s Community 

History Award in 2020, was self-
published and Smith learned a lot 
about the experience of marketing a 
book “from the trunk of your car.” But 
he believes the history of the Slocan 
deserves a wider audience and is 
grateful for the marketing resources 
provided by Heritage House. Local 
historian Greg Nesteroff writes of 
Mining Camp Tales of the Silvery 
Slocan: “By far the most detailed and 
accurate account of the Silvery Slocan 

mining rush ever written. Highly 
entertaining too.”

To learn more or order the book 
directly from the publisher, visit: 
https://heritagehouse.ca/products/
mining-camp-tales-of-the-silvery-
slocan    

by Jan McMurray
A small portion of Valhalla Park is 

now open after the park was closed down 
last July due to the wildfires in the park 
last summer. An update was posted on 
the Valhalla Park page of the BC Parks 
website on March 28.

Now open are the Mossy Point, 
Ben Browns and South Evans Beach 
Campgrounds – by boat access only 
– and the Drinnon/Gwillim Trail and 
Gimli Trail.

Campsites that remain closed 
include Wee Sandy Creek, Sharp Creek, 
Sandy Point, Nemo Creek, Cory’s Ranch 
and Cove Creek. Trails that remain 
closed include the Slocan-Evans Trail, 
Nemo Creek Trail, Sharp Creek Trail to 
New Denver Glacier, Wee Sandy Trail, 
and Sharp Creek to Wee Sandy Lakeside 
Connector Trail.

“In the interest of public safety, BC 
Parks has partially closed this park until 
further notice,” the post says.

In August last year, a BC Ministry 
of Environment spokesperson told the 
Valley Voice that once access restrictions 
to Valhalla Provincial Park are lifted and 
the area is deemed safe, BC Parks will 
begin assessing the social, economic, 
and environmental impacts of the Nemo 
Creek wildfire.

“These assessments allow BC Parks 
to determine whether monitoring or 
intervention is required to support 
the recovery of the park or protected 
area,” the ministry rep said. “Where 
intervention is determined, a wildfire 
recovery plan is created, funding 
confirmed, and project initiated.”

If the need for intervention is 
determined, the spokesperson said BC 
Parks would work closely with the 
Ministry of Forests, BC Wildfire Service, 
Indigenous communities, registered 
professionals, and contractors.

Craig Pettitt, founding member of 
the Valhalla Wilderness Society, which 
spearheaded the campaign to create the 
park, said the fires come on a 100-year 
cycle. “For us who are older, we may be 
looking at snags in the park for the rest 
of our lives,” said Pettitt back in August. 
“But I trust our Earth Mother will do 
what it has to do to recover, if given a 
chance… Long term, it is hopeful that 
other generations will see recovery.”

See ‘BC Parks assessment of Valhalla 
Provincial Park to be determined’ in our 
August 22, 2024 edition.

Small portion of Valhalla Park reopens
Updated March 28

After recent wildfire events in 
the area, BC Parks is opening areas 
of Valhalla Park not impacted by fire 
including Mossy Point, Ben Browns, 
and South Evan Beach Campgrounds 
to boat access only.

The following areas within Valhalla 
Park have been impacted by wildfire and 
will remain closed to the public:

The Valhalla lakeshore campsites 
including Wee Sandy Creek, Sharp 
Creek, Sandy Point, Nemo Creek, Cory’s 
Ranch, and Cove Creek

The Slocan- Evans Trail, Nemo 

Creek Trail, Sharp Creek Trail (New 
Denver Glacier), Wee Sandy Trail, and 
Sharp Creek to Wee Sandy Lakeside 
Connector Trail

In the interest of public safety, BC 
Parks has partially closed this park until 
further notice.

Get up-to-date information from 
other official sources, such as the BC 
Wildfire Service (BCWS), the  local 
regional district, and Drive BC.

You can still visit other BC Parks 
that remain unaffected by wildfire. 
Find other places to visit on the find a 
park page.

by Jan McMurray
The investigation of financial 

discrepancies in the accounts of the 
District Parent Advisory Council 
at School District 8 Kootenay 
Lake continues, although most 
of the missing $15,000 has been 
reimbursed.

“Official loss is $850 and Nelson 
Police will review next steps with 
Crown and then discuss with DPAC. 
Suggestion to consider a restorative 
justice approach rather than a legal 
approach,” state the February 2025 
minutes.

Discrepancies of about $15,000 
were discovered in the accounts in 
August last year, dating back as far 
as 2020. On August 23 last year, the 
treasurer resigned.

The funds have been reimbursed 
by the bank. At the October DPAC 
meeting last year, it was reported that 
$4,250 had been reimbursed because 
the intended payee did not receive 
the money within six years. At the 
January meeting, it was reported 
that a large amount of the funds 
were recovered in December and 
January through the banks “because 
procedures were not followed.”

At last year’s annual general 
meeting in October, long-time 
president Natalia Nazaroff lost her 
seat, but remains on the board as 
past president. Sheri Pawlyshyn 
was elected chair at the AGM, but 
resigned sometime between the 
November and January meetings. 
Michelle Harris, elected vice-chair 
at the AGM, is now chair. She was 

SD 8 DPAC reimbursed for most 
of the missing funds

appointed at the February meeting. 
The vice-chair seat is vacant.

Nazaroff and Taryn Stokes, 
secretary of DPAC since 2021, 
continue to be the key contacts 
in all matters pertaining to the 
missing funds, with Treasurer Chase 
Leushner Oewclosely involved. This 
was decided at the January DPAC 
meeting. However, attempts to 
contact Nazaroff for further details 
were unsuccessful.
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James Weir
On March 27, 2025 James 

Stanley (Stan) Weir passed away 
at the age of 70 after a near two 
decade battle with neuroendocrine 
cancer. Stan was predeceased by his 
mother and father, and is survived 
by his brothers (Drew and Ian), 
his sisters (Pam and Marcia), his 
daughter and son-in-law (Stacey and 
Randy) as well as his dearly loved 
grandchildren (Raya and Theo).

Stan was born and raised in 
Trail BC. He enjoyed organized 
sports which were a constant theme 

throughout his life. Stan was named Provincial Umpire-In-Chief and 
National Deputy Umpire-In-Chief for Slo-Pitch National, he was also 
inducted into the BC SPN Hall of Honour.

His professional life took him to several areas of BC as a teacher, 
principal and a leader within the school district. On his retirement he 
relocated to Johnsons Landing where he built a home on the shores of 
Kootenay Lake on family property. Stan was an ardent fan of a simpler 
life and surrounded himself with artifacts and Canadian mementos of 
times gone by.

At his request, no memorial service will be held. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in memoriam can be made to the BC Cancer Agency. A special 
thanks to the Doctors U. Lee , Dr. P. Malpass, and Kamloops Hospice.

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

submitted
Long-time New Denver author 

and community activist Therese 
DesCamp will launch her new book 
Hands Like Roots: Notes on an 
Entangled Contemplative Path on 
Wednesday, April 23 at 7 pm at Knox 
Hall in New Denver and on April 30 
at 2 pm at the Nakusp Library. The 
events are free and open to all.

DesCamp, minister of the Slocan 
Valley’s Turner Zion United Church, 
served 10 years on the Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society among her other 
community activities. An ongoing 
columnist for New Denver’s Valley 
Voice newspaper, her writing was a 
finalist for the 2023 CBC Nonfiction 
Prize.

“Hands Like Roots is a series of 
prose meditations exploring life as 
a contemplative planted firmly in 
the midst of community,” DesCamp 
said. “The books’ chapters integrate 
seemingly disparate knowledge – 
hydrology, cognitive linguistics, 
climate instability – with a lived 
spirituality.”

Noted Canadian novelist Joy 
Kogawa said of Hands Like Roots, “I 
didn’t know I had been thirsting until 
I discovered I was drinking at your 
waterfall. Applause!” In her forward 
to the collection, award-winning 
science writer Alanna Mitchell, calls 
DesCamp a “…metamorphoser… Therese DesCamp

Therese DesCamp launches new book in New Denver
storyteller, teacher to us all.”

California theologian Douglas 
Christie said, “Hands Like Roots is 

an extraordinary work of hope in a 
moment that often feels completely 
bereft of hope.”

submitted
As April approaches, Taghum Hall 

has spring things on the go, and things 
to celebrate. 

A two-day writing marathon in 
February asked 24 writers to create a new 
work around the theme of ‘only human.’ 
An awards night in March brought the 
jurors – Leesa Dean and Tom Wayman 
– and authors together for readings and 
commentary. First place winner was 
Kathy Witkowsky for her story ‘National 
Muffin Day.’ Second place went to Barry 
Gray for ‘Left or Right’ and Sharon 
Inkpen came in third for ‘Banana Split.’ 
The winners received cash prizes, with 
additional goodies supplied by Elephant 
Mountain Lit Fest, Notably Books, 
the Nelson Library, and seamstress 
Bernadette LaBrie. 

The annual event, which gives writers 
dedicated, supported time to work in 
a group setting, was appreciated by 
participants. The winning pieces can be 
read at taghumhall.ca/wotb until the end 
of April, and every writer came away with 
new writing to celebrate.

“Taghum Hall’s Write Off the Bat 
writing competition was as deep and 
profound as any retreat could be,” says 
Gray. “There were no winners and losers. 
Everyone who ran that marathon won.”

KidsCAN Bake gets cookin’ starting 
April 2, and carries on for a total of six 
after-school sessions for kids aged 8-14 on 
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:30 pm. There Writer Barry Gray celebrates his Write Off the Bat win at the awards night in March. 

Winners and other wonders at Taghum Hall
are some spaces left, and kids can still join 
after the series begins. Registration is free, 
but there is an ingredients fee; details can 
be found at taghumhall.ca/events.

Director and actor Pat Henman 
has cooked up a fundraiser for Taghum 
Hall’s kitchen reno project in the guise of 
a dramatic reading of the play ‘Because 
I’m Your Mother, That’s Why!’ She is 
seeking 25 women of all ages to take 
part in the play, which involves reading, 
not stage acting, and requires a relatively 
small time commitment. The play is by 
turns funny, poignant, and honest – and 
very entertaining. The event happens 
on Sunday, May 4 at 7pm, just ahead of 

Mother’s Day.
Taghum Hall’s annual Earth Day 

event takes off Saturday, April 26 from 
10 am to 3 pm, with live music all day; 
upcycled, handmade, or homegrown 
items for sale; a kidzone for earth-
friendly crafts and fun activities; bicycle 
check-ups and simple clothing repair 
by donation; and all kinds of green 
community organizations with info and 
demos. Admission is by donation, and 
everyone is welcome.

The Taghum Community Society 
aims to build community – one event at 
a time – through its programs at Taghum 
Hall. 
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by Jan McMurray
The Valhalla Wilderness Society’s 

search for intact inland temperate 
rainforest in the Interior Wetbelt of BC 
has uncovered a 10,500-hectare area 
near Revelstoke with trees 1,000-2,000 
years old. A 30-minute film about this 
ancient forest in the Rainbow-Jordan was 
shown at the Silverton Memorial Hall 
on March 29. Amber Peters, Registered 
Professional Biologist with VWS, 
introduced the film and presented a 
slideshow afterwards.

‘Safe Haven,’ winner of the Best 
Environmental Film Award at the 
Vancouver International Mountain 
Film Festival last November, is the 
second film produced by award-winning 
filmmaker Damien Gillis in partnership 
with the Valhalla Wilderness Society. 
The first, ‘Primeval,’ showcased the 
Incomappleux River Valley, which has 
since been protected as a conservancy.

“We thought the Incomappleux 
may be all that remained of the inland 

‘Safe Haven’ film captures spectacular Rainbow-Jordan ancient forest
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Amber Peters, VWS biologist, in the Rainbow-Jordan ancient forest.

temperate rainforest,” said Peters, “but 
in 2017, through searching on Google 
Earth and then ground truthing, we 
became aware of this intact rainforest 
hiding in plain sight – not far from the 
Incomappleux near Revelstoke.”

For the eight years since 2017, 
VWS has been studying the area and 
has developed the Rainbow-Jordan 
Wilderness Park proposal to protect this 
untouched piece of the inland temperate 
rainforest (ITR). For the last two years, 
they’ve been working on the ‘Safe 
Haven’ film, which shows stunning 
footage of the area and its old-growth 
trees, lichens, vegetation, and wildlife 
habitat. The film will be part of the 
Vancouver International Mountain Film 
Festival’s tour across Canada, the US and 
around the world this year.

The North American ITR is a 
14-million-hectare area that extends from 
Prince George into the US, Peters said. 
Characterized by coastal species and 

rich lichen ecosystems, inland temperate 
rainforests only occur in three places in 
the world. They are biodiversity hotspots 
and “climate protectors,” she said, as they 
sequester carbon. 

“We’re so lucky to have this. So 
many parts of the world have lost all of 
this,” she said. “These are truly resilient 
forests. They have been standing for 
thousands of years and have withstood so 
much and it’s only made them stronger. 
If we want to preserve biodiversity, we 
need to protect them.”

VWS has been working to map the 
remaining intact areas of the ITR for the 
last 25 years, and has developed and 
submitted three park proposals to protect 
these areas: Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness 
Park, Selkirk Mountains Ancient Forest 
Park, and Quesnel Lake Wilderness Park. 

The society is asking the public 
to write letters in support of the three 
park proposals to BC Premier David 
Eby, Minister of Environment and 
Parks Tamara Davidson, Minister of 

Land, Water and Resource Stewardship 
Randene Neill, Minister of Forests Ravi 

Parmar, and their MP and MLA. More 
information: vws.org.

Submitted by Nakusp Public Library
Once again it is the most wonderful 

month of the year, April, which is poetry 
month, and as usual you will find a new 
poem posted to our social media each 
day this month. It’s the perfect time to 
come in and share your favourite poem 
or discover some new verses. We have 
some real poetry lovers on staff (at least 
one).

If you’re tech-minded, be sure 
to join us on Friday, April 11 at 4 pm 
when Cole from the Columbia Basin 
Alliance for Literacy will be explaining 
artificial intelligence in the aptly-named 
workshop ‘A.I. Explained.’ Bring your 

Artificial intelligence, real poetry, and Hands Like 
Roots at the Nakusp Library

device if you’d like to try out what A.I. 
can do. 

We’re fortunate and excited to 
have Therese DesCamp read from her 
newly-published first book Hands Like 
Roots on Wednesday, April 30 at 2 pm. 
Come listen to Therese’s reading and 
join in what promises to be interesting 
conversation sparked by her book, and 
then you can buy a copy of your very 
own to take home. 

The library is hosting an Advance 
Care Planning workshop being put 
on by Nakusp Hospice over four one-
hour sessions, which will take place on 
Fridays (May 2-23). Learn the basics 

about how to help your loved ones make 
decisions for your care when you can’t 
speak for yourself. We have 10 seats 
available for this step-by-step workshop 
so please register in advance. 

We look forward to seeing you at 
the library! 

submitted
The North Kootenay Lake Arts 

Council (NKLAC) is gearing up for 
another year of ‘Art in the Market’ 
(AIM). 

NKLAC has run this well received 
program for several years, offering both 
visitors and vendors artistic engagement 
and entertainment at the Kaslo Saturday 

Art in the Market to resume in Kaslo
Market. In past years, market patrons 
and passersby have enjoyed everything 
from hands-on painting and pottery 
experiences to the sounds of local 
talented musicians.

NKLAC is seeking a creative and 
resourceful individual for the part-time 
position of AIM Coordinator. Email 
nklarts@kaslo.org for more information.
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Connie Myers
1942-2025

Connie Myers, resident of 
Slocan, British Columbia, passed 
away peacefully on March 19, 2025, 
with family by her side.

Born in Pouce Coupe, British 
Columbia, to Alex and Beatrice 
Cameron, Connie was predeceased 
by her parents and her younger 
brother, Arthur.  She is survived by 
her husband Dale; son David (Susie); 

daughter Susan; grandchildren Kaden and Ryan; brother Ken Cameron; 
sister Mary Zimmer; sister Judy (Garett), and many extended family 
members.

Connie pursued psychiatric nursing for a year at Weyburn hospital 
before attending McTavish business school. She later worked at Imperial 
Oil before marrying her high school sweetheart, Dale, in 1964. Together, 
they moved to Prince George, where they raised their two children. In 
retirement, they embraced adventure as full-time RVers for six years 
before settling in Slocan and building a home. Connie had fond memories 
of living in Slocan briefly as a child in her grandmother’s home, making 
the return especially meaningful.

Connie was disciplined, creative, loved challenges and movies and 
books. She was an independent thinker, environmental enthusiast and artist 
extraordinaire. She found joy in gardening, drawing and creative writing.
Grateful for the blessings of lifelong friendships, a loving family, 
and the freedom to pursue her interests, she lived a fulfilling life.
She will be dearly missed. At Connie’s request, no formal service 
will be held; the family will honor her memory with a quiet farewell.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 

successfully captured 11 caribou 
on March 30 from three locations 
northeast of Nakusp, initiating the 
fourth operational year of the Central 
Selkirk Caribou Maternity Pen.

Ten female adults and one female 
calf were captured. The adult caribou 
have previously been captured for the 
maternity pen, and the calf was born 
in the pen in 2024. All 11 caribou 
are adjusting nicely. Capture went 

The Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity Pen in Nakusp has started its fourth year of operations.

Caribou capture marks start of fourth annual maternity pen season
smoothly and was completed in just 
over four hours. 

The combined effort of 40 people 
across three teams made the capture 
possible, along with three helicopters 
and three pick-up trucks. The capture 
teams were led by expert wildlife 
capture personnel, the provincial 
government Caribou Recovery 
Team, wildlife veterinarians, local 
stakeholders, Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation and Sinixt 
Confederacy members and ALCS 

volunteers. 
Caribou were captured and 

transported by helicopter to the landing 
zone near the maternity pen, where 
they were transferred into a pick-
up with an attendant, and carefully 
transported to the maternity pen. At the 
pen, wildlife veterinarians checked the 
animals and collected baseline health 
samples and data. We will know more 
from these samples in the following 
weeks, including how many of the 
cows are pregnant. 

The purpose of maternity penning 
is to ensure pregnant cows are safe 

from predators during calving and to 
increase calf survival. This period of 
time in the pen also allows the animals 
to be fed a high nutrition diet, which 
improves their overall health and body 
condition. 

The caribou will be kept in the 
pen through calving in May and June, 
until late July, depending on various 
factors including temperature in the 
pen. Caribou will be fed and closely 
monitored by maternity pen shepherds, 
with assistance from the ALCS project 
team. 

Disturbance in the vicinity of the 

maternity pen will be managed through 
controlled access on Kuskanax Forest 
Service Road. A gate and information 
signage have been installed 600 metres 
up the FSR from Hot Springs Road. 
The gate will be closed as necessary 
during critical periods - for example 
during calving in May. Outside of 
these critical times, slow, quiet, and 
respectful access will be possible as per 
posted signage and under the direction 
of ALCS and the Ministry of Forests. 

ALCS thanks the community and 
local stakeholder groups for supporting 
this project. 

by Jan McMurray
RDCK Area H has been 

awarded a bronze level certificate 
by the Kootenay Lake Hospital 
Foundation in recognition of a 
contribution to 2024 fundraising 
efforts for the hospital.

RDCK Area H recognized for contribution to KLHF
“On behalf  of  everyone 

at the Kootenay Lake Hospital 
Foundation, we hope you will 
proudly display your certificate as a 
symbol of your generous support,” 
says June Spearman, KLHF Chair, 
in a letter accompanying the 

certificate.
In 2024, the foundation raised 

$317,000 towards the purchase 
of equipment such as a portable 
ultrasound, a pediatric colonoscope, 
an infant warmer, and vital signs 
monitors.
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submitted
Perry sisters, Sapphire (10) and 

Petula (17) from Silverton, have had 
a successful snowboarding season. 

Both recently competed in 
the Rattlecat Banked Slalom at 
Red Mountain Resort and the Neil 

Sapphire and Petula Perry

Silverton sisters stellar at snowboarding
Edgeworth Banked Slalom at Big 
White. Petula came in second at 
the Rattlecat in women’s 16-36 age 
category, and sixth in Pro women at 
Big White. Sapphire placed 10th at 
both races in her age category of 11 
and under.

The girls love riding in the 
Kootenay backcountry and Sapphire’s 
film ‘Powder Dream’ produced by 
Bryn and Julie Perry, was selected 
for the Kootenay Coldsmoke Powder 

Fest Stellar film competition at the 
Royal in Nelson. Sapphire also won 
first place for Best Line at the Rip-it 
Ski and Snowboard film competition 
at the Uptown Sports Bar in Nelson. 

Both girls are sponsored by 
Ripping Giraffe Boardshop, Board 
Butter Glidewax, and Sapphire 
also has a sponsorship with Nitro 
Snowboards.
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502 Turner St, Silverton

Custom 2 bedroom home on an extra-large, flat lot. 
High quality finishings. Fantastic location 
close to the Beach and Silverton Creek.
Visit realtor.ca or email Bill to receive 
extensive files on home specs

                     $799,000
To arrange a private viewing anytime, 
 please call your Realtor or
        Bill Lander  250-551-5652
              bill@billlander.ca 
    Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

submitted
Everyone was devastated by the 

raging fires of 2024 in the Slocan 
Valley. As a result, the Slocan Valley 
Watershed and Forest Protection 
Society was created to help address 
future fire issues as well as growing 

‘Fire Stories Excerpts’ event to raise funds for Slocan Valley Wildfire Firefighters
concerns about the state of our local 
forests and watersheds in the Valley. 
The society held a public meeting 
March 2 in Winlaw and more than 
80 concerned residents came out to 
support creating our own wildfire 
crews. We now have 15 volunteers 

ready to become BCWS certified 
in May and to be available to help 
anywhere needed in the Slocan Valley. 

The society is holding a fundraiser 
at the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre on April 19 at 7:30 pm 
(suggested donation $15) called ‘Fire 

Stories Excerpts.’ 
‘Fire Stories: Readings of 

Resilience’ was presented in March, 
through an initiative of the Valhalla 
Fine Arts Society, at a community 
event in Silverton. Residents affected 
by the 2024 fires came together to 
write and then present their own fire 
stories. The presentation was referred 
to as a “truly moving heartfelt event.” 
Now, thanks to producer Nancy Harris 
and Director Val Campbell, these fire 
stories writers have agreed to come 
to the Vallican Whole to present ‘Fire 

Stories Excerpts’ as a fundraising 
benefit to support the newly formed 
Slocan Valley Wildfire Firefighters. All 
of the proceeds of this fundraiser will 
go towards purchasing fire equipment. 

There will also be baked goods for 
sale as well as refreshments. Please 
bring your friends and family to hear 
the stories from the hearts of those who 
lived through the fires and support the 
newly formed Slocan Valley Wildfire 
Firefighters. Together we’re better and 
we need support from the whole Valley 
to address future fires! 
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Happy Mother’s Day to 
all you amazing Moms 

out there. 

�� From all of us 
at Mountain Valley 

Station.

Happy Easter from all of us 
at Mountain Valley Station. 

Please be sure to swing 
by and enter our Easter 

Contest. 

MEET LITTLE CHIP!
• adorable • grey tabby 

• male • manx
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PHONE PALS 

TODAY AT 250-265-3792. Leave a voice 
message and we will call you back.

PALS REMINDS YOU THAT WE HAVE 
ONGOING ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE 

STRUGGLING FINANCIALLY WITH THE 
COSTS OF SPAY OR NEUTER.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

Nakusp & District Minor 
Hockey Association 

~ Annual General Meeting ~
The Nakusp & District Minor Hockey 

Association AGM will be held on Tuesday, 
April 22nd at 6:30pm at the Nakusp & 

District Sports Complex, concession area. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. The 

Board of Directors is in need of members 
to fill key positions. 

Please consider joining our 
association to ensure our kids have a 

great upcoming season!

ALL CANDIDATES MEETING
VERNON-LAKE COUNTRY-MONASHEE RIDING

includes Slocan and Arrow Lakes Valleys (RDCK Areas H and K)

MONDAY, APRIL 14
7-9 pm

SLOCAN LEGION
502 Harold Street, Slocan City

Meet your candidates and bring your questions!
Scott Anderson, Conservative

Arsh, Dhillon, People’s Party of Canada
Korry Zepik, Independent

Leah Main, NDP
Blair Visscher, Green

Anna Warwick Sears, Liberal

Moderator: Gary Wright
Co-sponsored by the Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce and The Valley Voice

Thinking of leaving Canada? Looking for a safe place for 
your family? El Paraiso-Verde, Paraguay, South America could 
be the place for you.

For 8 years now El Paraiso-Verde is a gated community of 
unvaxxed settlers. EPV has almost 3,600 acres which sits on a 
huge aquifer of fresh water.

El Paraiso-Verde is a growing community, independent and 
partly self-sufficient from its surroundings with a lot of space for 
new settlers. This growth creates a need for all kinds of people 
to join us here.

We want to encourage farmers, builders, skilled workers, 
teachers, animal caretakers, technical professionals, engineers, to 
join us at EPV and work with us to bring our ideal community to 
a reality. There is much work to do here.

We are building a community based on contribution, shared 
profits and prosperity for everyone.

Curious? Could this be something for you?

Contact me 
https://epv.one/2NE
wendy.robinson@paraiso-verde.com

by Jan McMurray
The Floodplain Mapping 

Report for the Village has been 
completed. Scott Wallace of TRUE 
Consulting presented the report to 
council. 

The goal of the project was 
to assess flood hazards associated 
with Carpenter Creek and Slocan 
Lake within the Village. It involved 
data analysis, modelling and 
mapping. “The final product is a 
map that is intended to support 
future development applications 
adjacent to the shoreline, provide 
better land use planning, and inform 
better disaster preparation, response 
and recovery management,” states 
the Executive Summary.

The map shows the flood hazard 
zone along the creek and lakeshore, 
looking ahead to the year 2100. The 
Slocan Community Health Centre 
is in the flood hazard zone, as is the 

New Denver council, March 25: Flood Hazard Mapping report presented
marina, part of Centennial Park, the 
All Wheels Park and some private 
property in the vicinity of Josephine 
Street and Galena Avenue. There 
are also a couple of properties 
affected along the lakeshore north 
of the creek.

Wallace said the next steps for 
the Village would be to use the 
information in the report to do flood 
mitigation planning and an avulsion 
assessment for Carpenter Creek 
(‘avulsion’ means a sudden change 
in course along a new channel). 
Ultimately, the Village may want to 
develop a flood management bylaw.

This was a joint project with 
the Village of Silverton, funded 
through the Community Emergency 
Preparedness Fund.
Wildfire preparation

Gett ing bet ter  prepared 
for wildfires was also a topic 
of conversation at the meeting. 

Councillor Casey Law shared his 
notes from a February meeting with 
the Argenta Safety and Preparedness 
Society (ASAP). ASAP members 
are trained in wildfire response, and 
were able to work alongside BC 
Wildfire Service personnel during 
the Argenta Creek fire last summer. 
Mayor Leonard Casley reported 
he had attended a few meetings to 
discuss wildfire preparation and 
mitigation, and there would be an 
open house locally in the coming 
weeks.

Interim housing 
needs report

Council received the Interim 
Hous ing  Needs  Repor t ,  a 

requirement of the provincial 
government. The project was 
led by the RDCK, who hired 
consultants M’akola Development 
Services and Turner Drake & 
Partners Ltd. to complete the report 
for the entire region. Councillor 
Danika Hammond noted that 
the report would be useful in 
obtaining funding, as it shows a 
significant need for more housing 
in New Denver. CAO Ash Alam 
said the next step would be to 
have discussions with community 
partners. He reported he had 

requested a meeting with Andrea 
Wilkie of Community Futures to 
discuss housing.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District (WKBRHD) 
board adopted this year’s $34,103,193 
budget at its March 26 meeting. This 
includes about $22 million worth of new 
projects at the various Interior Health 
facilities in the region, and about $12 
million worth of unfinished projects still 
on the books from prior years.

Taxation will rise by 5% this year, 
making up $5,169,549 of the district’s 
budget. This works out to $39.27 per 
$250,000 in assessed property value.

The board will use $2,867,162 in 
reserve funds to balance the budget, 
leaving $5,166,851 in reserve.

This year’s $22 million request 
from Interior Health includes various 
projects, equipment, and upgrades 
throughout the region’s facilities. Notable 
items include the MRI expansion at 
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital 
(KBRH), with WKBRHD contributing 
$13,945,000; new CT scanners at 
KBRH ($1,491,200) and Kootenay Lake 
Hospital ($1,700,000); a mental health 
community outreach location in Nelson 
($200,000), and an exterior staircase 
to rooftop at Arrow Lakes Hospital 
($25,400.) WKBRHD generally pays 
40% of the cost of approved projects, 
with the remaining 60% funded by the 
provincial government.

In his March 26 report accompanying 

Regional hospital district taxes to increase by 5%
the budget, Secretary-Treasurer Stuart 
Horn noted that hospital board budgeting 
is tricky because many projects take 
multiple years to complete, but the 
budget must show all payments being 
made in that one fiscal year. That hardly 
ever happens, he said. For example, 
when last year’s budget was adopted, it 
stood at $16,097,640, but by year end 
only $3,658,795 was spent (with $2.6 
million contributed to IHA). 

This year, the board’s $13.945 
million contribution to the new 
permanent MRI at KBRH is included, 
but work won’t wrap up until 2028 – 
meaning most of those budgeted funds 
won’t be spent this year.



16 The Valley Voice  April 10, 2025FEDERAL ELECTION

Mel Arnold, 
Conservative

Born in the Shuswap, Mel 
became the Member of Parliament 
for the former riding of North 
Okanagan-Shuswap in 2015 and 
was re-elected in 2019 and 2021.

Mel spent decades volunteering 
with fish, wildlife and conservation 
organizations. These experiences 
have supported Mel’s work on the 
Standing Committee on Fisheries 
and Oceans and informed his service 
as both the Shadow Minister and 
Associate Shadow Minister for 
Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian 
Coast Guard. As a former small 
business owner-operator, Mel also 
understands the challenges employers 
face and how federal government 
policies impact economies, labour 
markets, and communities.

Since 2015, Mel has introduced 
four bills in Parliament focused 
on public safety, including bill 
C-291 that replaced the term “child 
pornography” in Canadian laws with 
“child sexual abuse and exploitation 
material.” Initially drafted by MP 
Frank Caputo, C-291 aligned 
Canada’s legal terminology with 
that of international law enforcement 
partners and international guidelines 
for child protection. C-291 became 
law in October 2024.

Canadians have been left behind 
by a Liberal government which 
has served their connected friends 
while others can’t afford daily living 
expenses and are forced to use food 

The Kamloops-
Shuswap-Central 

Rockies riding 
The Kamloops-Shuswap-Central 

Rockies riding includes Galena Bay 
and the Trout Lake area, along with 
Revelstoke, Golden, Salmon Arm, 
Sicamous, Armstrong, Enderby and 
Chase. We asked the candidates three 
questions: What is your background? 
Why are you running? In your 
opinion, what are the most important 
issues facing the riding and what 
are your ideas for solutions? Most 
candidates answered our questions. 
For those who did not, we are 
publishing their write-ups on their 
party’s website.

banks for the first time ever. The 
natural resources and incredible 
human resources of the Kamloops-
Shuswap-Central Rockies hold 
great potential for creating jobs and 
opportunities across many sectors 
of our economy and I am running 
to help restore the Canadian dream 
where that full potential can be 
reached.

In discussions with residents at 
their doorsteps, affordability and 
the cost of housing have consistently 
been raised as major concerns. High 
inflation over the past four years has 
put even living essentials out of reach 
for many, resulting in exponential 
increases in food bank usage and 
young families not being able to 
afford a home.

Ken Robertson, Liberal
I am a proud Secwépemc man 

from the Neskonlith Indian Band 
in south-central British Columbia. 
A devoted husband and father of 
four, my deep roots in Kamloops-
Shuswap-Central Rockies shape my 
commitment to this community. As 
a local leader and Liberal candidate, 
I am passionate about building a 
fairer, greener economy and creating 
opportunities that benefit all families 
in the region.

My career has been defined by 
advocacy, particularly for individuals 
with autism spectrum disorder. I have 
served on boards and working groups 
with all levels of government as well 
as the Canadian Academy of Health 
Sciences’ Social Inclusion Working 
Group.

As a small business owner, I 
am deeply committed to creating 
good-paying jobs and investing in 
the middle class. I work closely with 
leaders like Mark Carney, leveraging 
their shared vision to tackle cross-
border challenges such as US tariffs, 
which threaten local industries. My 
leadership is focused on ensuring 
that no one is left behind and that 
families in Kamloops-Shuswap-
Central Rockies have the tools they 
need to thrive.

My commitment to public 

service was inspired by my father, 
a lifelong Liberal who worked in 
forestry for 45 years in Adams Lake.

There are several important 
issues facing voters, including US 
President Trump, affordability, 
and job creation. I will advocate 
for policies that increase housing 
availability while maintaining 
affordability. I will also work to 
create economic opportunities 
by supporting small businesses 
and fostering development of a 
sustainable economy, particularly 
in agriculture, tourism, and natural 
resources.

I’m excited about the Liberal 
plan to make life more affordable 
and save Canadians thousands of 
dollars every year. A Mark Carney 
led government will cut our taxes and 
help people in the Shuswap afford a 
home, access dental care, and secure 
reliable child care.

Michael Henry, People’s 
Party of Canada

Born and raised in Revelstoke, I 
finished a piping apprenticeship and 
Interprovincial Trade Qualification 
while working on the Revelstoke Dam. 
I earned a Bachelor of Technology 
in Construction Management with 
Honors from BCIT and a Master of 
Science in International Construction 
Management from the University of 
Bath in the UK. I’ve spent my career 
solving problems, leading projects, 
managing contracts and budgets – 
always with a focus on efficiency, 
quality, and cost-effectiveness. I have 
held senior roles such as Program & 
Project Manager, Program Operations 
Manager, and Project Management 
Office - Department Manager.

I volunteered to run for the PPC 
because no other established party 
represents my values and principles 
as well as the PPC does. I refuse to 
stand by as career politicians erode 
our freedoms, economic stability, and 
national sovereignty. Two consecutive 
minority governments have pushed 
reckless policies that hurt Canadians, 
and it’s time to put principles over 
politics. The PPC brings together 
the best of populism, classical 
conservatism, and libertarianism to 
face the unique challenges of the 21st 
century with bold, practical solutions 
rooted in principle. Our foundation is 
built on four timeless values: Freedom, 
Responsibility, Fairness, and Respect.

Most important issues
Stop mass immigration. PPC 

will reduce immigration quotas from 
500,000 to 100,000-150,000 per year 
with a goal of reducing housing demand 
and too cool markets.

End Woke nonsense, restore 
Canadian values. PPC will repeal 
the Multiculturalism Act, end DEI 
initiatives and gender ideology that 
fracture our society.

Downsize Government Free 
the Economy. PPC will slash bloated 
bureaucracy, high taxes and corporate 
handouts that choke Canada’s potential. 
Implement reforms that respects 
taxpayers and empowers consumers.

No Foreign Wars and Protect 
our Sovereignty. PPC will stay out 
of foreign conflicts, withdraw from 
globalist UN agendas and focus 
resources on national security.

Owen Madden, Green
I’m a small business and farm 

owner in Grindrod, but I started 
my career as a lawyer in Ireland. A 
conversation with a farmer changed 
my perspective on climate change, 
leading me to work in environmental 
law with Ecojustice and the Wilderness 
Committee after moving to Canada. My 
partner, Emily, and I now run Shuswap 
Organics, supplying fresh, local food 
to our communities. Through this 
work, I’ve seen the challenges rural 
communities face – from rising costs to 
extreme weather – and I’m committed 
to fighting for solutions that support 
people, not just corporations.

I’m running because we need 
real leadership that puts people first. 
Climate change is already impacting 
our communities, and government 
action hasn’t kept up. I want to bring 
practical solutions that support farmers, 
strengthen our local economy, and 
ensure a livable future. Our riding has 
been historically conservative, but I 
believe we can build long-term Green 
support here. Whether in this election 
or the next, I’m committed to making 
sure our voices are heard in Ottawa and 
pushing for bold, meaningful action.

Climate change, rising costs, and 
lack of rural support are the biggest 
issues in our riding. Wildfires, floods, 
and extreme weather threaten our 
communities, yet government action 
falls short. We need investment in 
climate resilience, support for farmers, 

and local job creation in sustainable 
industries. Housing is unaffordable, 
and wages lag behind – co-op housing, 
non-market solutions, and speculation 
controls can help. Rural healthcare, 
infrastructure, and internet access 
also need urgent improvement. I will 
fight for policies that make life more 
affordable, protect our environment, 
and ensure our communities get the 
services they need.

Phaedra Idzan, NDP
I was born and raised in Salmon 

Arm before moving to Vancouver 
to further my education and career. 
I later returned to the beautiful 
Shuswap region and have since 
gained extensive experience in 
various fields. I worked for the BC 
Government’s Department of Justice 
for 7 ½ years, the Yukon Department 
of Justice for 2 ½ years, and spent 4 
½ years as a Housing Administrator 
at a non-profit low-income senior 
housing association in Sicamous, 
where I managed a team of 25 staff 
and was responsible for seeing to the 
care of over 60 seniors. Currently, 
I work for a local car dealership. 
With my diverse experience, I’m 
committed to being the voice for our 
rural communities in Ottawa.

I am running in the upcoming 
federal election because I am YOUR 
local candidate, born and raised in 
this community, and I’ve raised my 
family here. I deeply understand 
the issues that matter most to us. I 
believe strongly in the values of the 
NDP, advocating for social justice, 
environmental sustainability, and 
economic equality. My commitment 
to our communities is personal, 
and I want to be the voice for rural 
communities that are heard in Ottawa. 

The new riding faces key issues 
of affordability and healthcare. New 
Democrats will reduce costs by 
eliminating the GST on essentials 
like groceries, meals, diapers, kids’ 
clothes, phone and internet bills, 
and home heating. We’ll introduce 
grocery price caps, expand dental 
care, make life-changing drugs free, 
and build affordable homes while 
enforcing rent control and banning 
unfair housing practices. Protecting 
public health means ensuring care is 
accessible with your health card, not 
your credit card. New Democrats 
played a key role in the Canadian 
Dental Care Plan and the Pharmacare 
Act, covering dental, birth control, 
and diabetes medications, and we will 
continue this fight.
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Scott Anderson, 
Conservative

I was born in Winnipeg and grew 
up in India and Mexico, after which 
my family moved back to Canada. 
I’ve lived in Vernon for over 20 years 
with my wife Linda and we have three 
grown kids. I’m a veteran, former two-
term Vernon city councillor, and interim 
leader of the Conservative Party of 
BC. I own a small business in Vernon 
but I’ve been a financial advisor, VP 
of sales, military officer (Captain), 
roughneck on a fast rig, construction 
boss, and a few other occupations. I’ve 
always had one foot in the blue collar 
and one in the white collar world – that 
means I can deal with folks from all 
walks of life. I’m as comfortable in a 
lunch room as I am in a boardroom.

I found during seven years as 
a Vernon City Councillor that most 
of my work life was helping people 
with issues and dealing with crises 
that leap out of the woodwork. I plan 
to run an office that actively seeks to 
help folks with issues, regardless of 
jurisdiction, and to cooperate with 
my MLA colleagues in the provincial 
ridings that overlap whenever possible 
on local issues that we can all agree on.

People are hurting. Across kitchen 
tables more of us are wondering how 
we’re going to stretch dollars just 
to live, never mind getting ahead. A 
Conservative government will put a stop 
to the tax-and-spend Liberal policies. 
And on a larger scale. our relationship 
with the US has changed and we must 
stop taxing and regulating resource 
development to death. We need safe 
pipelines. We need regulated mines. 
We need responsible development 
across our resource sectors. That’s the 
only way we’re going to bring jobs 
and futures back for our kids in this 
new world.

Korry Zepic, Independent
I grew up outside of Thunder Bay, 

where I spent a large amount of time 
wilderness backpack camping. I skied 
on the Canadian World Cup Freestyle 
ski team for five years. My work 
background involved logging, mining, 
iron work, telecommunications, solar 
energy and small business enterprises. 
This experience has led me to be an 
advocate for the environment, social 
justice and the ethical, profitable use 
of our resources.

I am concerned for our welfare and 
existence as a nation. The threats and 
actions of the Trump administration 

Anna Warwick Sears, 
Liberal

I grew up on Kootenay Lake and 
am very passionate about protecting 
our environment and our communities. 
I have a PhD in Biology from the 
University of California. I’ve spent my 
career doing collaborative watershed 

Leah Main, NDP
I’ve been a Slocan Valley resident 

for over 40 years. I raised my son here, 
I bought a home here. I am deeply 
involved in the community.

I believe in public service, so in 
addition to participating in community 
organizations, I’ve worked as a 
teacher’s aide, a graphic designer, 
a restaurant cook, and more. I’ve 
been a Silverton Councillor for 15 
years, a Regional District Director 
for 12, and served 10 years on the 
Federation Canadian Municipalities 
Board, representing small and rural 
communities by working with federal 
elected officials and staff to support and 
properly finance local governments.

While the Slocan and Arrow Lake 
Valleys have traditionally voted NDP, 
we are now part of a different riding 
that includes Vernon and Lake Country 
– all the way to the north end of 
Kelowna! I feel it important for us to 
have representation, to have a voice in 
this new riding. I saw this election as 
an opportunity to be an ambassador 
between the two parts of the riding, and 
to represent us all in Parliament.

There is no doubt the tariff war is 
affecting us all in so many ways – prices 
rising even more, businesses on the 
verge of closing, jobs in jeopardy… 
We must use the monies collected 
from countervailing tariffs to support 
workers, to help small businesses, not 
big corporations. We also must Build 
Canadian, Buy Canadian, increase 
interprovincial trade, and build an 
east-west clean energy corridor to help 
break our dependence on the US for 
our economic well-being. And we must 
protect our public universal healthcare 
model against the corporate interests 
that would force costs higher and 
deliver less reliable, less universal care.

Blair Visscher, Green
I have a Bachelor of Arts in Political 

Science, a Bachelor of Education, and 
am currently working on my Master of 
Arts in Sustainability. I have worked 
as a high school English and Social 
Studies teacher for a number of years, 
and before that I created a local food 
security project in the BX area of 
Vernon. I grew up in the Kootenays, 
live in Lumby, work in Vernon, and 
go to school in Lake Country. I am a 
researcher in the Living With Wildfire 
in the Okanagan research group at 
UBCO.

I am running as the Green Party 
candidate because I believe that we 
must act now to protect ourselves 
and our environment from further 
devastation caused by erratic weather. 
For the last number of years, the 
increase in ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ events 
has impacted us all. The Green Party is 
the only party with fiscally responsible 
policies that will grow our economy 
while also protecting our climate. I am 
running because we need everyday 
working people who are raising 
families and understand the impacts of 
inflation to be represented.

Arsh Dhillon, People’s 
Party of Canada

Born and raised in British 
Columbia, I’ve spent my life 
grounded in Western Canadian 
values – hard work, community, and 
freedom. My family roots go back 
to veterans who served in the Air 
Force. I’ve worked in high-pressure 
oilfield operations, built businesses 
in contracting and AI technology, 
and stayed active in local sports 
and community volunteering. I 
bring both grit and innovation to 
everything I do.

Because I believe Canadians 
have been let down by career 
politicians who follow party lines 
over public interest. I’m running to 
restore common sense, defend our 
freedoms, and return government 
to the people. The People’s Party 
of Canada is the only party with the 
courage to speak the truth and put 
Canada First.

The cost of living is crushing 
families. I’ll fight to eliminate the 
carbon tax, end inflationary spending, 
and restore energy independence. We 
also face a housing crisis, made 
worse by mass immigration and red 
tape. We need smart immigration 
reform and to empower local builders 
with fewer government hurdles. Our 
rural hospitals and healthcare access 
are being neglected – I’ll push for 
provincial transfers to be tied to 
performance so every tax dollar 
actually helps our communities.

The Vernon-Lake 
Country-Monashee 

riding
The Vernon-Lake Country-

Monashee includes all of RDCK 
Areas H and K, including the 
Villages of Slocan, Silverton, New 
Denver and Nakusp, as well as 
Cherryville, Lumby, Vernon, Lake 
Country and Spallumcheen. We 
asked the candidates three questions: 
What is your background? Why are 
you running? In your opinion, what 
are the most important issues facing 
the riding and what are your ideas 
for solutions?

Right now, the most important 
issue facing us is the cost of living. 
The Green Party is proposing to cut 
federal income tax for everyone making 
$40,000 or less. Currently you would 
have to make below $14,600 to be 
excluded from federal income tax. 
This plan would put about $47 billion 
a year back into the hands of everyday 
Canadians – helping families cover the 
basics, supporting small businesses, 
and easing the pressure of debt. We’ll 
pay for it by cutting wasteful handouts 
to big corporations that don’t need 
them. Right now, too many people are 
having to choose between paying rent 
or putting food on the table, while some 
of the biggest companies in Canada are 
paying lower tax rates than nurses and 
teachers. That’s just not right.

work, mostly at the Okanagan Basin 
Water Board (now retired). This 
included extensive work helping 
communities understand and prepare 
for climate change and working with all 
levels of government to protect British 
Columbia’s waters. I’m still working 
on transboundary water issues related 
to the Boundary Waters Treaty.

I’m extremely concerned about 
the threats to Canadian sovereignty. If 
our sovereignty is weakened through 
policies of appeasement, we risk losing 
much of what we most value. The US 
is tearing up environmental protections, 
social programs, civil rights, and on and 
on, and we can’t let them bring that 
here. We would also lose our rights of 
economic self-determination – who we 
trade with, and how we manage our 
resources. Mark Carney is the leader 
we need in these difficult times. We 
need his experience and education, 
and understanding of how national and 
international economies work. I am 
running for the Liberals to represent the 
unique needs of the BC Interior.

Affordability affects all our families 
– from housing costs to groceries. 
Mark Carney is relieving the burden 
on working Canadians by providing a 
middle-class tax cut, and cancelling the 
carbon tax – saving an average of 18 
cents/litre on the price of gas. Carney’s 
Liberal government will invest heavily 
in building homes, working with the 
Province, communities, and developers 
to double the rate of construction. 
We will invest in infrastructure like 
roads, water treatment plants, and 
clean energy projects. We will support 
communities to reduce the impacts of 
climate change, including fire, flood, 
and landslides. We need to protect our 
environment and our people, and unite 
for the future of Canada.

have clearly shown that we must 
become self reliant economically and 
defensively.

Water is essential. We must be 
careful in future Columbia River Treaty 
negotiations, to use hydro power as a 
bargaining chip to ensure the agreement 
does not become a tool to bleed the 
Kootenays and Monashees dry.

Softwood lumber is in trouble. We 
need to back up harvesting jobs with 
more value-added employment. There 
should be no more shipping of raw 
logs overseas. We need to create new 
value-added products, harvest smaller 
stock and improve our reforesting rate.

One way to address the housing 
problem is to create a national land 
development company with two 
objectives: create low cost housing 
and maintain a profit. Profits would 
be capped and revenue above that cap 
would go to the taxpayer or to pay down 
the debt. It would provide housing 
for the homeless by offering income 
rentals month to month and issue leases 
which could be paid up front through 
a mortgage arrangement. This cuts out 
inflationary speculation and a 40-year 
lease would be half the price of the 
house. It gives low-income people 
housing, families homes, lowers entry 
level prices, creates better planned 
communities, adds to the nation’s assets 
and lowers taxes.
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Columbia-Kootenay-
Southern Rockie

The Columbia-Kootenay-
Southern Rockies riding includes 
Kaslo and Area D, Nelson, Salmo, 
Creston and the East Kootenay. We 
asked the candidates three questions: 
What is your background? Why are 
you running? In your opinion, what 
are the most important issues facing 
the riding and what are your ideas for 
solutions? Most candidates answered 
our questions. For those who did not, 
we are publishing their write-ups on 
their party’s website.

Laurie Baird, People’s 
Party of Canada

From the PPC website
Laurie was a seasoned mortgage 

broker with over two decades of 
experience in the Okanagan and 
Kelowna real estate markets, and is 
stepping into the political arena.

Known for her dedication to 
the community, she has served as 
a strata president and worked as 
an admissions representative at 
CanScribe Career College, assisting 
individuals in achieving their career 
aspirations.

Laurie has been active in local 
initiatives, including petitioning 
against certain public events. Her 
extensive professional background 
and community involvement position 
her as a committed advocate for the 
interests of her constituents.

Kallee Lins, NDP
From the website

Kallee grew up in Castlegar and 
now lives in Nelson. A champion 
of community organizations, non-
profits, and an advocate for progressive 
political change, she has all too often 
seen the results of government policies 
that have put corporate profits ahead of 
workers and small businesses.

As Executive Director of the West 

Kootenay Regional Arts Council, 
Kallee supports cultural development 
across the Columbia Basin. Kallee also 
consults for cultural non-profits and 
provides pro bono facilitation for local 
organizations. She is currently Board 
Chair for the Dance West Network, 
and an inaugural board member of 
the Black & Rural Arts and Culture 
Society.

Kallee has been involved in 
grassroots politics across Canada for 
15 years, serving first as Co-President 
of NDP McGill and later as a member 
of the riding association executive in 
Jack Layton’s former riding of Toronto-
Danforth.

A constant thread in Kallee’s 
professional life is her commitment 
to federal policy development. As a 
member of Imagine Canada’s public 
policy team, she helped the organization 
strengthen the charitable sector in 
Canada. Her research, outreach, and 
advocacy supported the development 
of federal policy recommendations and 
influenced program delivery.

Kallee has a BA in Political Science 
and English from McGill University 
and an MA in Theatre & Performance 
Studies from York University.

Kallee will fight to make life 
better for people, deliver relief from 
the high cost of living, build more 
truly affordable housing and defend 
access to the health care services people 
depend upon. She will advocate for 
stronger protections, monitoring and 
conservation efforts to preserve local 
ecosystems for generations to come. 
She believes in policies that have the 
potential to improve the well-being 
and livelihoods of all Canadians. 
Investing in affordable housing, green 
energy, and the care economy benefits 
everyone—without leaving our most 
vulnerable behind.

Reggie Goldsbury, 
Liberal

I’m a product of this region’s 
resilient heart; born in Cranbrook, 
tempered in Nelson, and rooted from 
Kimberley to the shores of Kootenay 
Lake. As a fourth generation Kootenay 
resident, I have deep ties throughout the 
riding. I care deeply about Canada and 
the Kootenays. 

Today at Ktunaxa Nation Council, 
I am part of a team that drives social 
investment that works here in the 
Kootenays. Two RDCK Area E 
campaigns taught me grit; losses 
sharpened my edge. With a BBA in 

Rural Sustainability earned in 2022 – 
while raising four amazing kids with 
my loving wife – I bring focus and 
backbone to real, sustainable progress.

This election is not business 
as usual. The United States, our 
long-time neighbour and ally, has 
declared economic war with massive 
protectionist tariffs. They’ve threatened 
to make Canada the 51st state. Trump’s 
expansionist aspirations are after our 
resources – minerals, energy, logs, 
water and more. And the Kootenays 
are on the front lines. In these volatile 
times, we need the strongest leadership 
possible, which is why I’m running to 
be part of Mark Carney’s Team. 

The economic/tariff war launched 
by Donald Trump on Canada is 
unprecedented. Canadians are already 
feeling the pain. Housing and the cost 
of living are difficult, but the tariffs are 
going to make things even worse. 

A government led by Mark Carney 
will take the fight to Washington and 
negotiate a fair deal for Canada. Not a 
deal that’s forced on Canada by Trump. 
Only then can we return to tackle 
critical issues like the environment, 
housing and cost of living. 

Steven Maffioli, Green
From the website

Born and raised in beautiful Fernie, 
Steven Maffioli spent his 20s living and 
working in downtown Calgary, where 
he began volunteering with the Green 
Party of Canada and the Green Party 
of Alberta.

He dedicated his time to multiple 
campaigns before officially joining 
the Alberta Greens as a candidate 
for Calgary-Glenmore in the 2023 
provincial election. During his time in 
Calgary, he also worked with several 
local organizations to raise awareness 
about pollution and Canada’s affordable 
housing crisis.

After moving back home to BC, 
Steven decided to pursue his passion 
for wellness and became a certified 
yoga instructor through the Vancouver 
School of Healing Arts. Between 
election cycles and campaigns, he is 
working toward becoming a naturopath 
and hopes to integrate more holistic 
healers and practitioners into Canada’s 
healthcare system.

Steven is deeply passionate about 
voter reform. Since his first campaign, 
he has consistently championed the 
cause, keeping the conversation alive 
at the doors and on the campaign trail. 

If elected, he will work tirelessly to 
build cross-party support for replacing 
Canada’s flawed first-past-the-post 
system with a voting process that better 
represents the interests of Canadians.

Steven promises to serve his 
community with poise, professionalism, 
and a spirit of non-partisanship.

“I’m running in this election to put 
my community and its interests first. 
Above all else, I’m willing to work 
with anyone to achieve real results for 
the people of the Elk Valley – setting 
aside petty politics and personal biases 
to get things done.”

Rob Morrison, Conservative
Rob Morrison’s 35-year public 

service career began after childhood 
experiences across Canada with his 
Royal Canadian Air Force father. 
His leadership roles include Director 
General at Treasury Board Secretariat, 
RCMP Senior Executive Chief 
Superintendent in British Columbia, and 
diplomat representing Canada across 17 
countries in Central/Southwest Asia 
and the Middle East. Elected MP 
for Kootenay-Columbia in 2019 and 
2021, Morrison serves on the National 
Security and Intelligence Committee 
after appointments as Conservative 
Shadow Minister for Public Safety. 
Recognized by the Prime Minister 
and awarded a Commissioner’s 
Commendation, he remains dedicated 
to building relationships throughout his 
constituency. Morrison lives with wife 
Heather and their five children. 

Rob is running in this election 
because he believes the current 
leadership has failed constituents over 
the past decade. He sees firsthand the 
struggle of families facing housing 
unaffordability and crushing inflation 
that strains household budgets. Rob 
is concerned about harmful tariff 
policies and slow permitting processes 
that drive investment away from local 
industries like mining and forestry, 
including missed opportunities. He 
wants to ensure healthcare remains 
accessible, particularly for seniors, 
and address the growing national debt 
that diverts funding from essential 
programs for vulnerable populations. 
Rob represents a new path forward 
after what he considers a decade of 
failed policies that communities simply 
cannot afford to continue. 

The most important issues Rob 
is hearing is economic insecurity. 
This manifests primarily through 
housing affordability challenges, with 
constituents struggling with both rental 

and ownership costs. This economic 
concern is compounded by ongoing 
inflation pressuring household budgets 
and creating widespread uncertainty. 
The emphasis on economic growth as 
essential for affordability, combined 
with concerns about tariff policies, 
permitting delays affecting industries, 
missed energy opportunities, and the 
growing national debt all point to 
economic stability and affordability 
as the central issue. The statement 
that “we simply cannot afford four 
more years” reinforces that economic 
concerns are paramount to constituents 
and Rob’s campaign.

Jim Wiedrick, Independent
I am an emergency room physician 

at the Kootenay Lake Hospital in 
Nelson. My wife and I live in Blewett 
with our dog, cats and chickens. We 
have lived in the region for 11 years and 
together raised three adult daughters 
and a son aged 16.

My pass ion  i s  to  pu t  the 
‘representative’ back in representative 
democracy. The political parties are 
focused on keeping citizens divided and 
fearful. Sadly, the parties are becoming 
corrupted and exist to do only whatever 
their leader asks and wants. Regular 
citizens are not able to have their hopes 
and needs represented in Ottawa. I want 
to change that for the better. A vote 
for an Independent is a vote to keep 
your power and have regular quarterly 
input into the Member of Parliament’s 
priorities and focus.

The two biggest issues I hear from 
folks as I meet and talk with them are 
healthcare and affordability. I aim to 
provide an insider’s perspective on 
the health system and advocate for 
priority on adding the pillars of ‘timely’ 
provision and ‘patient-focused funding’ 
to the Canada Health Act. A waiting 
list is not healthcare. Healthcare dollars 
should flow via the system when a 
patient is treated or served. Program 
funding must always be tied to patient 
flows. Otherwise, there is no incentive 
to make sure patients can access care.

On the issue of affordability, 
streamlining the size of the civil service 
and the tax system would allow folks to 
keep more of what they earn. And the 
answer to housing affordability is not to 
have the government build the homes. 
The more the government meddles and 
distorts the market, the worse things 
get. Revenue Canada has the power 
to stop organized mortgage fraud and 
criminal financing of real estate – 
remove those and then let market forces 
exert their natural downward pressure 
on prices.
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

THE 2025 AGM of the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society will be held at 7:00 
pm at the museum, March 31. After the 
meeting we will view a few slides of 
the Standard & Mammoth mines. Wear 
something warm! Any questions? e-mail 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com.

NEW DENVER’S BELOVED KOHAN 
Reflection Garden is ready for a Spring 
Clean-up. This year it is scheduled for April 
12 and 13, 9 am-4 pm. There is always a 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

TSBC LEL0213780

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

EDUCATION

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HOSPICE

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

delicious a hot soup lunch and door prizes. 
Bring work gloves and your favourite leaf 
rake.
CHAMBER STRINGS AND CELLO 
FOCUS July camps in Nelson are open 
for registration. Amateur string players 
(13+adults) are welcome! Early Bird 
deadline is April 18 and final deadline May 
16. Visit www.mountainsidechambermusic.
com for details on these fun and enriching 
programs.
“VEGAS” NIGHT SPRING FLING at 
the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St., 
Slocan on Saturday April 26. Casino 6 pm, 
*Buffet 7 pm by Pat & Peggy, 8 pm more 
Casino. ADVANCE TICKETS $30 at the 
Legion on Friday or Sunday evenings, 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone 
250-355-2672 to reserve. Gambling chips 
$.50 each. Menu: Baron of Beef, Gwangju 
Chicken, Daegu Rice, Mashed Potatoes/
Gravy, Seafood Platter, Cold Cut Platter, 
Cheese Platter, Pickles, Caesar Salad, 
Cranberry Kale Salad, Carrot Jicama Slaw, 
Potato Salad, Greek Pasta Salad, Buns, 
Fruit Platter, Decorated Cake, Coffee, Tea. 
Banquet worth the money even if you don’t 
gamble!
NOTICE OF AGM FOR KASLO 
TO SANDON RAILS TO TRAILS 
SOCIETY (AKA Wagon Road): Thursday 
April 24, 7 pm, This event will be hosted at 
St. Andrews’s Hall, 500 4th St., Kaslo BC. 
All are welcome. Please RSVP. Contact 
Dustin East, 250-505-8159 for more 
information or email dustin.east@gmail.
com to receive a livestream link.
AGM (VIRTUAL) for Jonathan White 
Client Support Society: April 30 at 7 pm. 
250-361-6781.

RITA MOIR’S LATEST BOOK I had 
visitors last night: the storied life of Lydia 
Kania (with our friendship mixed in is 
100-year-old Lydia Kania’s story: a child 
immigrant from Hungary, once declared 
an illegal alien in Canada, who made the 
Little Slocan Valley her home. With her 
husband Ed, she raised five kids, was a 
hunter and trapper, a great fundraiser for 
Slocan Valley housing projects, and a 
great community unifier. Rita Moir wrote 
I had visitors last night after 50 years of 
friendship with Lydia. Linda Crosfield 
of Nose in Book Publishing in Nelson 
handmade and stitched100 copies. To hear 
about the book and the binding process, 
come to the Slocan Community Library on 
Sunday, April 13 at 2 pm.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Annual General Meeting: Wednesday, April 
30, 2025 at 7 pm. To be held in the library, 
located at 710 Harold Street, Slocan, BC.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Sunday, May 

5, 2025 from 9am-noon. Pick-up from 
Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for 
large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank you 
for your support.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
presents Yard & Yardage, Sunday, April 27, 
10-2. Plants, food, fabric, yarn, notions, and 
display of members’ work. Hwy 6 at Perry’s 
Backroad, 5 minutes north of Winlaw. For 
information: 250-355-2459.

READING HELP: If you, or if you know 
someone who has problems reading, I can 
offer help. I give personalized confidential 
instruction for children and adults free of 
charge in Kaslo. Call/Text 780-404-4990 
or email mkpkra@yahoo.ca if this interests 
you. Mark Patrick Rota B.Sc., M.Ed.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
FIFTH WHEEL FRAME – Located in 
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make 
an offer. 250-358-7215.
FOR SALE: LUMBER. Locally milled & 
selection-logged, different dimensions: 1” x 

6”’s, 4” x 4”’s, 6” x 6”’s, etc. Dfir planks up 
to 15”- 24” wide with live edges. 1 ½” - 2” 
thick. Ideal for counter tops, picnic tables, 
benches, etc. Phone 250-358-7796. Leave 
message with details. Hills.
2024 LUND FISHING BOAT Z16AN 
with mercury 50HP. Less than 5 hours use, 
travelling tarp, wet well, fish finder, trolling 
motor, dual battery charger, canopy, fully 
equipped. 36,000 OBO.

A DISABLED YOUNG MAN requires 
24-hour care. The Society is seeking care 
workers (certified) to provide casual relief 
for six- to eight-hour shifts, one to two 
days weekly. The client lives in Nelson 
BC. Please respond to bab_360_white @
hotmail.com
WOODBURY RESORT & MARINA, 
and JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Summer 
part- time help required for the following 
positions: JB’s: Servers for evenings shifts/ 
requires Serving it Right. Resort office: 
Front desk, reservations, cashier, days and 
evening shifts. Housekeeping: Day shifts. 
Please send resume to woodburyresort@
netidea.com or call 250 353 7717 for 
further information.
CARE AIDE REQUIRED for 63-year-old 
disabled woman. Full care needed. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

Happy New Year!

Spring Hours:
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 5:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

NEW HOURS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE
Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

PHOTOGRAPHY
REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN
old photo retouching

VISIT  
abfoto.ca

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New 
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For 
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including 
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you 
can receive free, confidential support by 
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence 

Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to 
your local emergency room for confidential 
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based 
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!
HOME FOR SALE by owner. Two 
storeys, custom built with attached five-
car garage on one acre in Nakusp, BC. The 

price is variable. For more information 
and/or arrange a viewing, call Ernie at 
250-265-8943.

MY NAME IS BRAD and I am a single 
guy on disability with Fibromyalgia. I 
am looking for a new rental apartment, 
bachelor suite in the Nakusp/ Slocan Valley 
area. I do not smoke, drink or party. I am 
a quiet individual who doesn’t own any 
pets. I pay my rent in full and on time. 
References available. You can call my cell 
(905) 466-1374.

SPRING IS HERE!!! ELITE Cleaners will 
transform and restore your home! BEST 
Cleaners in the KOOTS! Call or Text 250-
551-2838, www.elite-cleaners-online.com

VOYAGER PATIENT LIFT and/or 
battery charger in working condition. Please 
call 358-2220 or email harmenniewood@
netidea.com.
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also 
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer. 
Please call 250-299-9841.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for 
witnesses who used to work for the Village 
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched 
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now 
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you 
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

SERVICES

WANTEDNOTICES

PETS
RENTAL WANTED

REAL ESTATE

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

Business Classifieds start 
at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.
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805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 

and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office 

located in Winlaw. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

RECYCLING

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

April 4, 
2025

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC) hopes to begin 
connecting to the fibre-optic backbone in 
the Slocan Valley, bringing the area one 
step closer to high-speed internet access. 

CBBC would like to build out from 
the existing underground fibre-optic 
cable – buried along the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail – to install points-of-presence 
(POPs). POPs are where internet users 
connect to their service providers, or 
other networks.  

Local broadband corp continues efforts to bring high-speed internet to Slocan Valley
Work is planned to begin in the 

first quarter of 2025, with an estimated 
completion date in the fourth quarter 
of 2026.

CBBC made an application to 
the BC Ministry of Water, Land and 
Resource Stewardship (WLRS), 
Kootenay Boundary Region, requesting 
permission to complete the work. WLRS 
welcomes comments from the public 
until April 24. 

Work will include installing conduits 
and new service boxes. The conduits 
will house the fibres that connect the 

backbone to Fortis BC or TELUS poles, 
or existing CBBC service boxes.

Work will happen at eight sites along 
the cable: Appledale, Lebahdo, two in 
Slocan Park, two at Lemon Creek, and 
two in Vallican. 

Installing the conduits and service 
boxes will require excavation and 
plowing and will be followed by 
ground remediation once construction 
is complete.

CBBC would also like to install a 
new driveway with a culvert, adjacent to 
Highway 6 at the Slocan Park location. 

This provides safe parking for CBBC 
workers to access service boxes year-
round. Work would include levelling and 
placing gravel. CBBC already received 
approval to place a POP here, but still 
needs permission from the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure to 
create the driveway.

CBBC retained Nupqu Resource 
Ltd., a Ktunaxa-owned natural resource 
consultation firm, to manage consultation 
with the Ktunaxa and Shuswap First 
Nations. It also retained Masse 
Environmental. Masse will create a 

detailed environmental plan prior to any 
ground disturbing activities, and will 
ensure CBBC complies with regulations 
and permit requirements.

CBBC will also work with the 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail Society. The 
project will not result in any changes 
to public access.  WLRS invites 
comments on the application until April 
24. Written comments can be directed 
to Sr. Authorization Specialist, WLRS, 
Kootenay Boundary Region, at 1902 
Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 
7G3.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Yummy Chocofellar Easter 
treats are here, and new  spring 

dresses too! 
Open Tuesday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will apply for 
$75,000 from the Economic Trust 
of the Southern Interior (ETSI-BC) 
Building Economic Development 
Capacity Program. If received, the 
funds will support the Kaslo Rural 
Innovation Centre in the Kemball 
Memorial Centre.

In 2022, the Village received 
a grant from the Community 
Economic Recovery Infrastructure 
Program (CERIP) to reimagine 
the Kemball building as the Kaslo 
Rural Innovation Centre. The project 
includes structural, mechanical, 
and electrical upgrades, along with 
harnessing the fibre internet in the 
basement to create co-working 
spaces for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs.

Though the project is underway, 
it’s proved to be a bigger can of 
worms than the original budget 
predicted; most of the CERIP 
funds are remedying structural, 

Kaslo council, March 25: Funding opportunity for Kaslo Rural Innovation Centre
mechanical, and electrical issues, 
with little left over for co-working 
spaces. 

If received, the ETSI-BC grant 
could make up the difference to 
restore a significant Village landmark 
and bring the Kaslo Rural Innovation 
Centre to life. 
South Kaslo open house

The public is invited to an open 
house ‘ideas fair’ to inform the South 
Kaslo Development Plan on May 1 
at the Heritage Hall. 

Barefoot Planning and Design 
was retained to create a plan for 
developing South Kaslo. The project 
will focus on extension of services, 
with the end goal of residential 
housing. 

The May 1 ‘ideas fair’ is the 
kick-off of Barefoot’s public and 
stakeholder engagement, with more 
sessions to follow. A final plan will 
likely be ready by September, said 
Ian Dunlop, the Village’s Manager 
of Strategic Initiatives. 

The municipally-owned land in 
question is located between Kaslo 
River and Arena Avenue, west of the 
golf course. A small parcel is also 
located between Arena Avenue and 
Balfour Avenue, west of the riding 
club and arena. 

Arena improvements 
paid with reserves

Kaslo and District  Arena 
Association will draw $36,025.88 
from the Kaslo and Area D Arena 
Property Reserve Fund for recent 
improvements to the arena.

The association completed 
renovations to add a female dressing 
room where an old concession used 
to be. Work included painting, 
replacing toilets and hot water tanks, 
adding lockers and locks, and fixing 
a hole in the roof. The association 
paid for the work, which totalled 
$36,025.88.

Since the improvements are in 
line with the purpose of the reserve 
fund – which includes donations 
provided for the benefit of the arena 
– council approved disbursal. 
Parcel taxes to rise by 
20% 

Water and wastewater parcel 
tax rates are set to increase by 20% 
after council gave three readings to 
the amended bylaws. With the 20% 
increase, property owners will pay 
$1.58 per foot of frontage – up from 
$1.32 last year. Parcel taxes are based 
on a 40-foot minimum and 200-foot 
maximum frontage for properties 
receiving (or with the opportunity 
to receive) water and/or wastewater 
services. 

The increase will ensure the 
Village collects enough revenue to 
operate and maintain its water and 
wastewater infrastructure.

Last year, the Village collected 
$16,765 in wastewater parcel 
taxes – a far cry from the $33,378 
recommended in the Liquid Waste 
Management Plan (LWMP) for asset 
management. Council didn’t want to 
increase rates by 104% to align with 

the plan, so parcel taxes will be raised 
incrementally over 10-15 years.

T h o u g h  w a t e r  u t i l i t y 
infrastructure doesn’t have as 
detailed an asset management plan 
as the LWMP, it is likely at a similar 
deficit, said CAO Robert Brown in 
his staff report. 

The owner of an average property 
will incur a $16 increase in parcel 
taxes this year. 
Beer garden

Kaslo and District  Arena 
Association was granted a beer 
garden licence for the 2025 Kaslo 
Logger Sports event, to be held on 
May 17 and 18 during May Days.

Last meeting, council designated 
Kaslo Logger Sports an ‘Event 
of Significance.’ This allows the 
arena association to charge higher 
prices for alcoholic beverages, as 
per regulations of the Liquor and 
Cannabis Regulation Branch.
Beer garden bylaw

Council is considering whether or 

not to repeal the Village’s beer garden 
regulation bylaw. 

The bylaw was enacted in 1989 
to regulate beer gardens in the Village 
and ensure the public was cognizant of 
licence holder responsibilities.

Since then, the Liquor Control and 
Licensing Regulation – administered 
by the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation 
Branch (LCRB) – has developed 
a robust framework for educating 
the public and issuing special event 
permits. Since these provincial 
regulations are already in place, CAO 
Robert Baker said the Village’s bylaw 
could be repealed without adverse 
effect.

Special event permit applicants 
require written permission from their 
local government if the event is to occur 
on public land; even without the bylaw, 
the Village still has an opportunity to 
endorse or oppose a beer garden. If the 
bylaw is repealed and council wishes, 
CAO Baker said staff could draft a 
policy to guide this process.

submitted
April is national poetry month 

in Canada – a chance to remind 
ourselves of the richness of this 
ancient, enduring art. To celebrate, 
poet Sean Arthur Joyce will perform 
poems from his new book, Pole Shift 
& Other Poems, at the Langham 
on Friday April 25, 7 pm. A special 
feature of the evening will be the 
premiere of new poetry videos 
originally recorded at the Langham 
in September 2023, featuring musical 
guests Johanne Perron (cello), Jordan 
Cliff (harmonica, keyboards) and 
Diemm (harp), performing poems 
from his book Blue Communion.

In Pole Shift & Other Poems, 
Joyce blends science and poetry 
to discuss the questions: Are there 
unseen terrestrial and cosmological 
forces at work on the human 
psyche? Could these be playing an 
unseen role in worldwide social and 
political upheavals? Given that we 
are electrochemical beings, are we 
being subtly affected by the current 
geomagnetic pole reversal scientists 
say has been speeding up for the past 
several decades? 

Scientists say a geomagnetic pole 
reversal has the potential to disrupt 
global communications, damage or 
knock out power grids, and affect 
animal migrations. Since 2023, we’ve 
also entered the Solar Maximum cycle 

Joyce to launch new book and 
poetry videos at the Langham

of Solar Cycle 25, which has been 
unusually active with coronal mass 
ejections (CMEs), coronal holes on 
the sun, flares and solar storms. New 
studies also indicate that solar storms 
can prompt earthquake and volcanic 
activity and affect climate. The 1859 
Carrington event – the largest solar 
flare in recorded history – knocked 
out telegraph grids around the world.

In the best Socratic tradition, 
Joyce uses the poetic question to 
engage these and other issues – not 
to prescribe answers, but to stimulate 
thought. As always in his poetry, 
Joyce seeks not only to confront the 
pressing social and political issues 
of the day but to offer the reader a 
spiritual uplift. At a time when social 
divisions are multiplying as never 
before, poetry has the capacity to unite 
us in our need for higher meaning. 
This is why it’s important to mark 
April as national poetry month – it 
truly is one of humanity’s greatest 
spiritual resources. The late San 
Francisco poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
once said: “Poetry should arise to 
ecstasy somewhere between speech 
and song.”

National Poetry Month was 
established in Canada in 1998 by the 
League of Canadian Poets to celebrate 
poetry’s vital role in Canadian culture. 
For more information visit: https://
poets.ca/offerings/programs/npm-
mnp/

To read more about Joyce’s 
book and find order links, visit 
the publisher’s website at http://
www.ekstasiseditions.com  or visit 
Joyce’s Substack channel: https://
seanarthurjoyce.substack.com/p/
my-new-book-pole-shift-has-been-
released

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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SLAC presents:  Wong Doe Jones Duo at 
Silverton Memorial Hall on 

Sunday, April 27 at 7pm
Cellist MIchael Kevin Jones with Pianist, 

Henry Wong Doe are on their world tour and will 
grace the Kootenay audience with the wonderful 
Rachmaninoff Cello Sonata, Bruchs’ Kol Nidrei, 
Vivaldi and more.  Tickets $20-$30 at the door.

by Jan McMurray
Nelson realtor Danny Schell is 

now working out of the KootenayBC 
Fair Realty office in Kaslo, joining 
Kul Nijjar and Emily Early.

“I feel really lucky that Kul 
has taken me under her wing,” 
Schell says. “She has really 
established herself as an authority 
and professional in real estate – she 
is one of the best in the business. 
I’ve been looking for a mentor who 
can help me be as good at this job as 
I possibly can be, and I know Kul 
will do it. We both really care about 
our clients.”

Schell went in to real estate 
reluctantly, but is now so glad he did. 
He spent his 20s working with a sales 

Danny Schell joins Kaslo-based KootenayBC Fair Realty
company that had him travelling all 
over Canada. After 10 years of living 
in hotels, he started burning out, and 
then COVID hit. He moved back 
to Nelson, where he is from, to be 
close to family. On the search for 
another career path, many people 
suggested he should be a realtor, 
but he always resisted. When his 
partner got pregnant, he realized 
realty would be a good fit for him, 
as the schooling could be done fairly 
quickly and the job would provide 
flexibility for a family man. None 
of that worked out in the end, “but 
it’s how I ended up here,” he says. 
“And I love it! It’s a really good job.”

Schell realized how much he 
liked the job right out of the gate. He 

obtained his licence as a realtor in 
April 2022 and soon after, he got his 
first client – a first-time homebuyer 
who had to vacate his house, and who 
contracted COVID in the midst of it 
all. The market was hot at the time, so 
they kept getting outbid, Schell said, 
but he finally found a house while 
his client was sick at home, and it all 
worked out. “When everything was 
said and done, he invited me over and 
gave me a little box of presents, and 
said he never would have been able 
to do this without me. It felt really 
good and I realized I could do this 
for a long time.”

Schell covers the entire West 
Kootenay, but he specializes in the 
Nelson-Salmo-Slocan area. “I grew 
up in Nelson till I was nine, then 
we moved to the valley and lived 
in a few places in the valley, and I 
have friends out towards Salmo and 
have really grown to appreciate the 
community there. So that’s where 
I like to work and where I want to 
build my business.”

When asked about the dismal 
economic outlook and what it might 
mean for homebuyers, Schell said 
it’s not looking good. “Word from 
the chief economist of the BC Real 
Estate Association is that house 
prices are likely to keep going up, as 
well as inflation. It’s tough, because 
people are already having a really 

hard time getting by. But, if you are 
able to get into the market now, it 
might be a good time to buy before 

prices continue to rise.”
See the ad on this page for 

Schell’s contact information.

submitted
The Wong Doe and Jones Duo 

is performing at St. Andrew’s 
in Kaslo on April 26 and the 
Silverton Memorial Hall on April 
27, presented by the Kaslo Concert 
Society and the Slocan Lake Arts 
Council.

Performing as a duo since 
2015, Michael Kevin Jones and 
Henry Wong Doe met following a 
performance at the Joyce Theatre 
in New York. They have since 
recorded two albums for the 
HR Recordings label in Europe, 
‘Cantabile, Vols 1 and 2,’ of 
rediscovered works for cello and 
piano. This season, they will be 
performing in Canada, the US, 
Spain, Gibraltar, with future tours 
planned for South Africa and South 
America.

Jones studied cello at the Royal 
College of Music in London and 
won a scholarship to study at the 

Piano-cello duo to perform in 
Silverton and Kaslo

Robert Schumann Hochschule 
in Düsseldorf, Germany. His 
recording of J.S. Bach’s solo 
cello suites (EMEC label) at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York received critical acclaim.

A native of New Zealand, 
Wong Doe is a graduate of the 
Juilliard School, and has won prizes, 
including two ‘Audience Favourite’ 
prizes at the Sydney, Busoni and 
Arthur Rubinstein International 
Piano Competitions. He has released 
seven albums, four of which include 
new or recently composed works 
by New Zealand composers. He 
currently serves as Professor of 
Piano and Keyboard Area Chair at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Both concerts begin at 7 
pm. Tickets are $25 in Kaslo, at 
Sunnyside, Willow Home Gallery 
and at the door. Tickets in Silverton 
are $20-$30 (sliding scale) at the 
door.
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GET A FREE FIRESMART HOME
ASSESSMENT

wildfire@sifco.ca

www.sifco.ca/homeassessment
250.226.7012

Book An Assessment Today!

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
WILDFIRE SEASON?

*Rebates available for residents of the Villages of
Slocan and New Denver. Contact the RDCK if outside
of the Villages.

Learn what you can do to better protect your
home and property from wildfire.

“FireSmart, Intelli-feu and other associated Marks are trademarks of  the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre Inc.”

TM
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Plan to come to Yard & Yardage on 

Yard & Yardage is happening once again this year at the Slocan Valley Threads Guild.

Yard & Yardage 2025 to be held April 27
Sunday, April 27. It’s the festive event 
of the springtime, bringing together the 

community and members of the Slocan 
Valley Threads Guild after a winter 
of relative hibernation. This popular 
event will take place inside the Guild 
and outside on the lawn between 10 am 
and 2 pm.

People typically come to enjoy the 
lunch and baked goods, the socializing, 
and the hustle and bustle of shoppers 
enthusiastically browsing for deals. 
There are good prices on new fabric, 
yarn, fleece and notions plus used 
equipment and books that have been 
donated and collected during the year. 
Equally popular is ‘the garden centre’ 

where shoppers can find perennial plants, 
food plants (like berries and rhubarb), 
tubers, bulbs, and houseplants. Advice 
about plant care and placement from 
experienced gardeners is part of the 
bargain. At the gate, coffee, muffins and 
memberships are on offer. For $10, you 
can join the Guild’s 136 members who 
love to create with all kinds of fibre, and 
receive the inspiring weekly newsletter 
all year. 

Inside the schoolhouse, you will 
find an array of sweets, savouries, soup 
and buns, coffee and tea. In this space, 
affectionately called ‘the tea room’, or 

outside under a shade tent, you might 
find yourself in conversation with new 
friends or reconnecting with people you 
know over a delicious lunch. There will 
be a display of members’ latest work to 
browse. The Guild is a Slocan Valley 
treasure, a place where fibre artists have 
grown and developed their craft for 
almost half a century. 

Admission is free. Note that there 
isn’t cell service or WIFI so cash and 
cheques are the norm. No dogs please. 
The heritage Threads Guild building 
sits where Highway 6 meets Perry’s 
Back Road.


