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The writ has dropped: federal election called for April 28

by Jan McMurray

The federal election has been
called for Monday, April 28, with
advance voting taking place over the
Easter long weekend, from Friday,
April 18 to Monday, April 21. To
vote by mail, you must apply no later
than 6 pm (Eastern time) on April 22.
The form is online on the Elections
Canada website.

Most Valley Voice readers live
in the new Vernon-Lake Country-
Monashee riding or the Columbia-
Kootenay-Southern Rockies riding.
Residents of Galena Bay, Beaton,
Trout Lake and Ferguson are in the
new Kamloops-Shuswap-Central
Rockies riding.

Vernon-Lake Country-
Monashee riding

Vernon-Lake Country-Monashee
is a new riding and includes all of
RDCK Areas H (Slocan Valley) and
K (Arrow Lakes Valley), including
the Villages of Nakusp, New
Denver, Silverton and Slocan, as
well as Cherryville, Lumby, Vernon,
Lake Country and Spallumcheen.
Long-time Silverton councillor and
RDCK director Leah Main is the
NDP candidate for this riding. The
Conservative candidate is Scott

Anderson, former Vernon City
councillor, military officer and
interim leader of the BC Conservative
Party. The Green Party candidate is
Blair Visscher, a high school teacher
from Vernon. She has degrees in
Political Science and Education,
and is working on her Masters in
Sustainability from UBCO. The
People’s Party of Canada candidate
is Arsh Dhillon, “running to restore
true conservative values, focusing
on fiscal responsibility, limited
government, national sovereignty,
and bold action to protect Canadian
jobs,” according to his bio on the PPC
website. No Liberal candidate had
been announced as of press time on
Monday, March 24.
Columbia-Kootenay-
Southern Rockies

This is the redrawn Kootenay-
Columbia riding, and includes Kaslo
and Area D, Nelson, Salmo, Creston
and the East Kootenay. Rob Morrison,
incumbent Conservative MP for
Kootenay-Columbia, is running for
re-election in this riding. Morrison
is a former senior RCMP officer and
diplomat with the Department of
Foreign Affairs. The NDP candidate is
Kallee Lins, who grew up in Castlegar

and now lives in Nelson. Her bio on the
NDP website says she is “a champion
of community organizations,
non-profits, and an advocate for
progressive political change.” The
Green candidate is Steven Maffioli,
born and raised in Fernie. He is
a yoga instructor and is working
towards becoming a naturopath. The
People’s Party of Canada candidate
is Andrew Skinner, who lives in the
East Kootenay and has experience
in sales, business management,
government, and aircraft systems.
Independent candidate Jim Wiedrick,

an emergency doctor in Nelson, is
also running in this riding. No Liberal
candidate had been announced as of
press time on Monday, March 24.
Kamloops-Shuswap-
Central Rockies

This is the redrawn North
Okanagan-Shuswap riding.
Incumbent Conservative Mel
Arnold, MP since 2015, is running
for re-election. Arnold is a former
business owner in Salmon Arm.
The Liberal candidate is Kennith
Robertson, a Secwepemc man and
member of the Neskonlith Indian

Band near Chase. He has dedicated
his career in the public service to
advocating for all children with
autism spectrum disorder. The Green
Party candidate is Owen Madden, an
organic vegetable farmer in Grinrod,
in the Shuswap. The People’s Party
of Canada candidate is Michael
Henry of Revelstoke, who has built
“a successful career in business,
construction management, and energy
efficiency,” according to his bio on the
PPC website. No NDP candidate had
been announced as of press time on
Monday, March 24.

Parts of the federal ridings of Vernon-Lake Country-Monashee, Columbia-Kootenay-Southern Rockies and Kamloops-Shuswap-Central Rockies are in the Valley Voice coverage area.




NEWS

Feud over Nakusp’s Old Fire Hall continues

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The Old Fire Hall Collective
Society (OFHCS) finally appeared
before Nakusp Village council
on March 10, requesting its lease

of the Old Fire Hall building be
renewed for a five-year term.

The presentation was the
latest in an ongoing clash between
OFHCS and Nakusp and Area
Development Board (NADB)
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June, and her brother Rod.

Maureen Murra
(May 2, 1943 — February 27, 2025)

After a long illness, Maureen Murray (née Kelly) of Silverton, B.C.
passed away in New Denver, B.C. at the age of 81.

Maureen grew up in Silverton, attended high school in New Denver,
and then attended the University of British Columbia. She taught at A I.
Collinson and Central Elementary schools in Nelson for many years. She
particularly enjoyed teaching language arts, social studies, music, and art.

Maureen was an avid and enthusiastic lifelong reader and learner.
She loved to play piano and guitar. As a university student, Maureen
spent many summers working in the Rocky Mountains. She loved to
hike there. She continued to visit the mountains throughout her life.

Maureen is survived by her husband, Ken, her children, Michael
and Andrea, her brother, Jack, and many cousins, nieces, nephews, and
extended family members. She is predeceased by her parents, Jack and

AtMaureen’s request, there will be no memorial service. Our family
wishes to thank everyone at the Pavilion and the Slocan Community
Health Centre for their kind care of Maureen since 2023.

over who will hold the lease of the
Village-owned building. Currently,
OFHCS is on a month-to-month
lease.

OFHCS board members
Rosemary Hughes, Linda Kendall,
and Shanna Wirszilas presented a
petition with 181 signatures and
21 letters in support of OFHCS
continuing on as the leaseholder.

“The OFHCS is proud of all
the unique opportunities we have
provided over the last 10 years,”
said Hughes.

In 2014, OFHCS began
renovating the derelict Old
Fire Hall, and has been running
programs and offering services
out of it ever since — the 50 Mile
Farmers” Market; a weekly Soup
Kitchen; a community garden;
equipment and tool rentals; a
commercial kitchen for rent; seed
saving and preservation workshops;
studio and event space rentals; and
a geothermal greenhouse in the
works, to name a few.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik said
OFHCS brought the building back
to life.

“It was on its last legs when
the fire department left,” he said.
“We really appreciate what you’ve
been doing.”

In October, NADB applied to
the Rural Economic Diversification
and Infrastructure Program
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SLIME MOULD
Tiny (1 mm or less) single-celled organisms,
often with fruiting bodies of fantastical colours
and shapes. Live on organic matter (dead wood,
leaf litter, dung) mostly in the moist dark of for-
ests and woodlands worldwide. Local scientists
discovered a treasure trove of 122 speciesin the
Slocan Valley, 40 from the Bonanza Biodiversity
Corridor - many are first records in BC, several
are new for Canada and one is new to science.

(REDIP) for $500,000 to develop
a community hub, with a focus on
agriculture. With its commercial
kitchen — and OFHCS already
doing great work supporting local
food producers — NADB believed
the Old Fire Hall was the natural
place to direct the funds.

However, the catch of the
REDIP funding is that NADB,
as the applicant, needs to be the
leaseholder of any building it
wishes to renovate. Therefore,
NADB would have to take on the
lease of the Old Fire Hall.

The room was packed with
members from the community.
Council went into a Committee of
the Whole to facilitate discussion.

Corinne Tessier, president of
NADB, was present. Hughes
asked Tessier if NADB was the
leaseholder, would OFHCS have
to pay rent to use the space for
programs like the 50 Mile Farmers’
Market. Tessier said yes, since
NADB would need to fund base
operating expenses like property
taxes and insurance. But Tessier
said NADB is committed to
offering OFHCS very accessible
rent, and no rental fees at all for
the Soup Kitchen.

“We don’t want to throw
anyone out,” she said.

Hughes, however, disagreed.

“What'’s the precedence of one
non-profit taking over the lease of
another non-profit?” she said.

The meeting became tense, and
discussion started to go in circles.

“If you guys don’t work
collaboratively together, this
community is going to suffer,” said
an exasperated Councillor Mason
Hough. “We need every single
one of you [volunteers]. You need
to figure this out. Stop throwing
stones. .. We can make this work.”

Hughes said OFHCS has tried
presenting workable solutions
to NADB but that NADB has
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been unwilling to collaborate.
On the other hand, Tessier said
NADB would “very much like”
for OFHCS to continue offering
all its programs if the REDIP grant
goes through and NADB takes on
the lease.

But it’s a he-said-she-said
situation, said Hough; he’s heard
from both sides, but neither
party has provided him with
formal documentation of their
conversations.

“If we want to make this work,”
he said, “put it on paper so council
can read what is actually being
communicated.”

Ultimately, it will be up to
council to make the final decision.
At its February 24 meeting, it
adopted a policy establishing
criteria and guidelines for granting
or renewing municipal property
leases —a key document that will be
a deciding factor in who will take
on the Old Fire Hall lease.

Among other criteria, the
policy requires organizations to
demonstrate how they will upkeep
the property, since leaseholders
take on all operating, maintenance,
and repair expenses.

OFHCS presented its case
that evening. Future building
upgrades include new countertops
in the commercial kitchen, some
painting, and applying for a grant
for a walk-in freezer.

NADB will present its case
once REDIP funding is approved.
It would use the $500,000 to
renovate the Old Fire Hall based on
the needs of partner organizations —
including and especially OFHCS, if
it agrees — and fund an agricultural
coordinator to aid organizations
with running their programs.

After careful consideration,
council will choose the proposal
that best meets the criteria of the
policy.

“We’ve been listening to it all,”
said Mayor Tom Zeleznik. “We
have to go by our policy... There’s
a lot to digest.”

Tessier has said that news
about NADB’s REDIP application
should be in by the end of March.



March 27,2025 The Valley Voice

I —
Kootenay Lake kokanee recovery efforts continue

by Cassandra Morrison

The 2025 Kootenay Lake
Fisheries meeting took place
online on March 11, and
provided an update on the
Kootenay Lake Action Plan,
new data, and ongoing plans
for kokanee salmon recovery in
Kootenay Lake.

Following a devastating
population collapse for kokanee
in the early 2010s, recovery
initiatives have been ongoing,
with notable improvements in
recent years. By 2015, kokanee
numbers had plummeted,
prompting an urgent response.
Since then, measures such as
predator reduction, egg stocking,
and angler incentive programs
have been implemented to help
rebalance the lake’s ecosystem.

In 2024, these efforts
from previous years showed
encouraging results, with
kokanee spawner numbers
increasing and juvenile survival
rates improving.

This year’s Kootenay
Lake Action Plan meeting was
hosted by the BC Ministry
of Water, Land and Resource
Stewardship online through
Microsoft Teams. Fisheries
Section Head Matt Neufield,
and Fisheries Biologists Eric
Hegerat and Molly Teather were
all in attendance to provide the
latest information. They showed
slides covering topics such as
predator reduction updates,
kokanee spawner and juvenile
survival numbers, as well as
continued stocking efforts.

A primary focus of recovery
efforts is finding the balance
between kokanee recovery
and maintaining sustainable
predator populations.

While Gerrard trout
spawner counts increased in
2024, efforts to reduce the
predator population were more
successful than the years prior,
with approximately 1,200
removed prior to spawning. The
goal was to reduce the Gerrard
population while ensuring at
least 50 spawners remained,
aligning with conservation
targets outlined in the Kootenay
Lake Action Plan. Most of the
benefit of removing Gerrard
spawners is expected in four
years, when the mature adults
return to the lake.

The 2024 predator reduction
project used a combined effort
of netting and angling from
community members of the
Yagan Nukiy, Kootenay Band,
and Okanagan Nation. Last year,
840 Gerrards were removed,
along with 520 bull trout.

Biologist Molly Teather
reminded meeting attendees
that bull trout removal is not a
goal of the project, but she said
it is an “incidental benefit to
the project” because bull trout
still contribute to the overall
consumption of kokanee.

She also said that it was
important to note that none of
the fish went to waste; they were
distributed as food within the
Yagan Nukiy community.

While lake-wide bull trout
numbers showed decline in
the past year, they still appear
to remain well above the
conservation threshold outlined
in the Kootenay Lake Action
Plan. Stocks remain especially
strong in the north arm of
Kootenay Lake, while the south
arm is relatively weak. The
team says that additional fishery
openings are being considered
to manage a direct harvest
opportunity for predators in the
north arm.

2024 kokanee stocking
efforts were led by the Creston
Valley Rod and Gun Club.
Approximately two million
eggs were stocked last year, with
80% going into the Meadow
Creek Spawning Channel
and another 20% going into
Summit Creek and Goat River
in the south arm. All eggs came
from the Hill Creek Spawning
Channel. These stocked eggs
accounted for approximately
1% of total egg deposition into
the north arm, where there was
a combined total of 116 million
eggs, both stocked and wild,
in 2024.

“Unfortunately, we can
never really be certain about
how many spawners are going to
arrive at the spawning grounds
in any given year and planning
for a stocking project starts
earlier in the year, so the relative
benefit of stocking is unknown
until the spawning run has
happened and we’ve already
completed stocking,” Teather
explained.

“Post-collapse from 2015 to
2022 we saw very low (kokanee
spawner) returns,” biologist
Eric Hegerat said. “We saw a
small increase in 2023; and last
year, a much higher return of
515,000 fish. Last year’s return
was still only half of the historic
average, but the number of eggs
per spawner was high, so total
egg deposition was 130% of that
pre-collapse average.”

While the stocking efforts
looked promising, the updated
kokanee forecast for future
years remains hazy. Despite the
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previous two years showing
decent spawner escapement
compared to historical averages,
very low spawner numbers are
predicted for 2025, with only
10% of historical averages
expected to be met. The ministry
also expects an even lower
spawner number for 2026 with
a potential number of less than
3% of historical averages.

Two unknown factors
impact these numbers. Since
it takes one full year to see
the results of stocking efforts,
biologists are still unsure of
how well the strongest of the
2024 cohort will survive. The
other biggest unknown factor is
how predators and weather will
continue to impact the cohort
numbers.

Another key discussion
point at the meeting was
the Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program (KLAIP),
which has played a vital role in
reducing predator numbers, with
over 25,000 predators removed
between 2020 and 2023. The
2023/2024 seasons saw an
increase in release rates, with
approximately 2,100 predators
not harvested. Looking ahead
to the 2025 angling season,
the team encouraged anglers to
continue to harvest their catch to
benefit the kokanee populations
as much as possible.

“We are proposing another
incentive program this year but
unfortunately the funding is
uncertain right now and we can’t
provide any more detail at this
time,” Teather said.

To increase the in-lake
predator harvest opportunity,
potential changes to angling
regulations, including unlimited
rods per licensed angler, along
with continued incentivized
angler programs, are under
discussion and could take effect
as early as April 1.

One regulation has already
been implemented for the 2025
season. To protect the weaker
bull trout numbers in the south
arm of Kootenay Lake, there has
been a reduction in daily quotas,
from five bull trout a day to
just one a day. The Kaslo River
Fence and the Duncan fishery
continue to be used to target bull
trout stocks in the north arm.

“Unfortunately, this is the
challenge of a mixed stock
fishery,” Teather said of the
lake-wide change to protect the
weaker stocks in the south arm.
“The north and south arm stocks
are mixed throughout Kootenay
Lake, and there’s no way to
target only the [stronger] north

arm stocks with Kootenay Lake
Angling Regulations.”

The answer remains unclear
as to when anglers might once
again be allowed to keep
kokanee caught in Kootenay
Lake.

The 2023 run comprised
about 150,000 spawners, a
relatively strong run in the
post-collapse era according to
the team, but still only 24%
of the historic average for
escapement. In comparison,
2024 saw 515,000 spawners in
the north arm in 2024, which is
63% of historic average. Despite
these numbers and the potential
of a very strong cohort of fry
in the lake this spring, future
predictions are not as positive.

“We know that there are

currently one or two relatively
strong kokanee cohorts in the
lake from the 2023 to 2024
spawner rounds,” Teather
said. “One weaker cohort (is
predicted) coming up in 2025
and one potentially very weak
cohort in 2026.”

While replacement rates
show positive signs, biologists
acknowledge the potential for
further declines before sustained
recovery. The key reason is
that replacement rates—how
many eggs and juveniles will
survive to adulthood—are
showing positive trends. For
example, the estimated 90,000
spawners returning in 2025
have originated from just 26,000
spawners in 2021, indicating
strong reproductive success.

RDCK adopts five-year

financial plan

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

After months of discussion
and public engagements
sessions, the Regional District
of Central Kootenay’s board of
directors approved the 2025-
2029 five-year financial plan.

Taxpayers are looking at an
overall average regional district
tax increase of 6.6%, but this
varies from area to area.

In the Valley Voice
readership, the Village of
Silverton will see the highest
increase at 13.7%, with Area D
close behind at 12.6%. Area K
isat 10.1% and AreaHis 9.1%.
The Village of New Denver’s
increase is 8.7%, Nakusp’s is
7.2%,and Kaslo’s is 6.8%. The
Village of Slocan is the only
municipality or electoral area
in the region with a decrease
—-by 1.6%.

Through last-minute
motions during the March 20
meeting, the board did its best
to decrease requisitions across
an array of services. By the time
final adoption came around, it
had lowered requisitions by
about $230,000.

Conference policy

Chair and Area D Director
Aimee Watson brought forward
a motion (that passed) for
staff to draft a policy guiding
directors’ attendance at
conferences.

She listed three elements
she’d like included: limiting
the overall number of directors
who are funded by the RDCK
to attend annual conferences;
establishing a fair and equitable
process for selecting directors
to attend conferences; and

establishing criteria and
requirements for directors
to reimburse the RDCK for
non-refundable expenses
resulting from non-emergency
cancellations.

Conferences are very
expensive, said Watson. The
hope is that a policy might help
reduce costs in future years’
budgets.
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However, with declining cohort
sizes expected, the long-term
outlook remains uncertain.

“With no way to forecast
what the escapement will be
in 2026, based on the age
one abundance estimate last
fall, even if survival over the
next few years is really high,
we will still see a very low
spawner escapement in 2026,
likely record post collapse low.
It could be less than 3% of
kokanee escapement,” Teather
said. “...It could get worse over
the next few years before things
improve.”
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Blood on Trump’s
hands

Trump thinks he should get the
Nobel Peace Prize the moment that
the war in Ukraine ends, for having
engineered the ending of the war. Why
didn’t he end the war with Russia and
Ukraine in his first term? All he did was
try to blackmail Zelensky into trying to
find dirt on the Bidens by withholding
and delaying over $400 million in
aid while taking Putin’s side. Now
in his second term, he is still taking
Putin’s side by not sharing valuable
intelligence with the Ukrainian military
on Russian troop movements and drone
and missile attacks, all the while once
again supporting Putin against his own
country and democratic Ukraine. Now
instead of trying to blackmail Ukraine
for information on the Bidens, he’s
trying to blackmail them for rights to
Ukraine’s minerals.

Trump says the longer the war goes
on, the blood of the Ukrainian people is
on Zelensky’s hands. No, the blood is
on Trump’s hands, a would-be dictator
and wannabe king who wants to take
over Canada and Greenland, etc. The
corrupt federal judges on the Supreme
Court and the corrupt senators in the
Republican party have paved the way
for him becoming a dictator because
the Supreme Court has ruled that he
is above the law and can’t be held
accountable no matter what he does or
who he hurts.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

Electoral reform
would require
changes to

Constitution

Recently, there has been discussion
in various media about changing the
federal voting system in Canada from
the current first-past-the-post system
to proportional representation in the
Senate and House of Commons.
While it is legally possible to do so,
any changes are unlikely, as Ontario,
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces
were guaranteed additional seats as
set out in the Canadian Constitution
when Canada was formed. Changes to
the Constitution require consent of a
majority of the provinces and a majority
of the population.

The Constitution Act of 1982 is
constrained to amend the seat allocation
formula set out in the Constitution Act
1867 in the section 41(b) and section
42(1)(a).

Section 41(b) requires the approval
of all provinces in addition to the
consent of the Senate and the House
of Commons for amendments to the
senatorial clause at section 51 of the
Constitution Act 1867.

As well, section 42(1)(a) prescribes
that an amendment to the proportional
representation of provinces in the House
of Commons must be made using the
general amending formula set out in
section 38, which requires the support
of at least seven provinces representing
at least 50% of the population of all the
provinces in addition to the consent of
the Senate and the House of Commons.

False hopes may have been raised
when former Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau made election promises to
change the federal voting procedures in
Canada. He was either ignorant of the
facts or misleading the voters.

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo
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OPINION

Help save the
CBC

I grew up hearing CBC radio in my
home, and CBC TV as well. I was even
a contestant at age 11 on CBC Radio’s
‘Small Fry Frolics’ Saturday morning
show.

Now, more than ever, the importance
of having a national broadcaster for
Canada cannot be overstated. CBC
is a voice that connects us all, the
envy of the USA. CBC is essential
to our culture, our identity, and our
democracy. And Pierre Poilievre wants
to kill it. He wants no voice of dissent.
And he is now stating there will be no
public media on his campaign flights
or buses. Feels like something from the
Trump playbook. Without CBC, populist
politics benefit, and misinformation is
bolstered, spread by bad actors on social
media platforms, cheapening public
discourse. And remember Elon Musk
has endorsed Poilievre. The first thing
autocrats do is kill the press.

CBC s not a ‘state’ broadcaster, but
a ‘national’ broadcaster, not run by the
government and thus is non-partisan. In
the Westernized world, we spend some
of the lowest amounts per capita on this.
CBC is not beholden to shareholders,
as private media is. CBC Radio and
TV provide platforms to showcase
Canadian ideas, arts, news, education and
more, held to high Canadian broadcast
standards.

CBC broadcasting is immensely
important to northern Indigenous
communities. And I love knowing that
often what I am hearing and seeing
broadcast is shared across our whole
country, inculcating a sense of unity and
togetherness.

Canadians must elect a party that
chooses the CBC. The urgency could
not be greater. We need trustworthy
news journalism, local, national, and
international, especially with the current
increased geopolitical upheavals.

Go to friends.ca (Friends of
Canadian Media) to help defend the CBC
(“Canada’s most trusted news source” —
Pollara, 2024) and preserve our national
identity by supporting their campaign.

Mary Donald
Riondel

We will get
through this

Many years ago, in our family
home in Aylmer, Ontario, there hung
a picture of the Canadian Fathers of
Confederation. It reminds me today
of the newspaper photo of all the
Premiers of Canada who recently
gathered to discuss the many current
political issues with the USA and its
President.

This current gathering of Premiers
was to discuss how Canada should
respond to all the tariffs being imposed
by President Trump. It was promising
to see all the Premiers sharing together
their thoughts on how to respond.
There was an excellent example of
this with Canadian truckers, as they
encounter so many different tax
barriers province to province. This
system needs to be managed better,
and they are working on it. There are
likely many other barriers that need
to be examined, as well.

When we moved to BC from
Ontario in 1990, my husband
considered continuing his dental
practice but found he would be
subjected to months of additional
courses in Vancouver before taking
an exam to be allowed to practice
in the province. I see that they have
now just lifted this requirement
because of the shortage of dentists, a
positive attitude. There still seems to
be a problem with many other foreign
professionals getting their licence to
practice. That needs to be worked on.

With all the threats that keep
coming from Trump in the USA, there
is a climate of uncertainty and many
businesses are being challenged in
Canada, as well as in the USA. It is
a challenging time ahead, but with a
positive attitude, government support
and population cooperation, we can
get through this time. I remember
a leaner time with food and gas
rationing during WWII, but all with
a sense of everyone working together
being strong.

We can cope with the situation we
face now too— WE are CANADIAN.

Mary Stickel
Kaslo
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Carbon tax,
income tax,
subsidies

Now that Liberal Prime
Minister Carney and NDP Premier
Eby are removing the consumer
carbon tax, I am waiting to see
if they will end the $4.4 billion
annual subsidies and tax credits
to the oil and gas industry. Until
the consumer carbon tax ends,
my spouse Gail and I will receive
$101 a month in carbon tax/GST/
PST rebates. Neither Carney nor
Eby, however, have promised to
end the monthly $17.68 that Gail
and I pay in subsidies and credits
to the oil and gas companies.
Ending those tax subsidies and
credits would offset our loss of a
carbon tax rebate, thus making the
Canadian taxation system fairer. If
Gail and I cannot have a carbon tax
rebate, neither should the oil and
gas corporations.

Next I note that those earning
up to $49,279 in taxable income
pay 5.06% in BC income tax and
those earning up to just under
$100,000, 7.7%. In Alberta that
rate is 8% up to $60,000 in taxable
Alberta income and 10% to about
$151,000. Thus British Columbians
pay $1,800 less in income tax on the
first $100,000 of taxable income
than Albertans. This is because
when the BC Liberals brought
in the carbon tax, they lowered
our income tax. So far neither
the Conservatives, Liberals nor
NDP have explained their ongoing
carbon tax policy, beyond dropping
the consumer carbon tax. You have
a right to know, so ask them in the
upcoming federal election.

Will they now also drop the
industrial carbon tax? If they all
increase the industrial carbon tax,
that will effectively reintroduce
the consumer carbon tax, because
when we all buy fossil fuels, we
pay whatever the corporations
are taxed at as part of the cost of
purchasing their products. I prefer
to know what the carbon tax rate is,
rather than having it hidden inside
an industrial tax rate.

I also want to know how they
are going to balance provincial
and federal finances, as ending the
consumer carbon tax will either
increase the yearly deficit and
debt, or end funding for certain
programs. If it is ending certain
programs, which do they plan to
cut and why?

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Electromagnetic
emissions harmful

The impact of radio waves —
pulsed microwaves, the type of
radiation emitted by cell towers —
on bird reproduction is no longer a
matter of conjecture. It’s interesting
how so many people will stick
something into a microwave oven,
and understand the concept that when
turned on, it’s cooking whatever
food put into it. Inconceivable in
their minds is that microwaves
from cell towers and cell phones
constantly on, sending and receiving
microwaves, are doing anything but
to their enjoyment. In a world where
most all have the ability of sight, but
cannot see.

Disastrous effects of radio waves
on birds were noticed during the
1930s. In the 1960s, Canadian
researchers exposed young chickens
to microwave radiation. Within 5-20
seconds, the birds usually collapsed
to the floor of their cage. If only
their tail feathers were exposed,
they would scream, defecate and
try to escape. However, if the birds
were plucked, defeathered, there
was no evidence, reaction to being
irradiated until about the 12th day,
when feathers had grown to about
one centimetre long. This research
proved that bird feathers make
fine receiving aerials, antennas for
picking up microwaves. They stated
while a bird is flying, its feathers fan
out and there is increased microwave
field strength sensed by the bird.
Radio-tagging animals. Worse, the
devices, being radio transmitters
themselves, expose the birds at point
blank range to far more radiation
than cell towers alone. Tagging may
very well be giving the bird a death
sentence. Microchipping passive
devices containing no batteries rely
on external sources of power, energy
to activate. Sudden deaths of birds
after being microchipped are not
unusual. Attaching a radio tracking
device to an animal is like giving the
animal a cell phone to wear. Look for
the article, “The Sky is Falling’ in the
September 2022 Druthers, page 7.

Smart meters, wifi, baby
monitors, LED lights —it is suggested
not only is the blue spectrum of
the light killing you (referred to
as slow kill), LED lights give off
radio waves. All of this smart stuff
isn’t only interfering with birds,
bees, butterflies, insects, frogs,
bats, horses, cows, humans, trees
— it’s killing them. Radiation and
electromagnetic emissions are far
more harmful than most anyone
realizes. To ignore it as a fact won’t

change its effects.

If you have any care for birds,
bees, live and living, get the book,
The Invisible Rainbow by Arthur
Firstenberg. If you read no other part
of the book, read page 324 — Bees,
Birds, Trees, Humans.

Blaine Bennett
Kaslo

Exposing
extremism
to protect
democracy

Inresponse to arecent article I wrote
advocating proportional representation
(PR), some readers voiced concern
that PR might legitimize far-right
extremists. Yes it will, that’s the point.
Instead of extremists hiding within
big tent parties, they can form their
own groups. Mainstream parties can
stop pandering to fringe elements and
get back to their core values. Most of
Europe has adopted PR and, admittedly,
the far right is gaining serious traction
in a few countries, especially over
immigration and anti-Muslim issues.
However, with PR, the extremist
impact is being contained because they
have to work with the left and various
centrist parties to effect any changes.
Collaboration. PR makes it mandatory.

Canada’s current system, First-
Past-the-Post (FPTP), is a winner-take-
all system, similar to that in the US. It
often compels voters to strategically
vote against who they don’t want rather
than for candidates they genuinely
support. Result: voter apathy and
cynicism. Take Ontario’s recent 2025
election. Only 45% of eligible voters
showed up, making the DNV (Did Not
Vote) Party the winner with 55% of the
vote. The Progressive Conservatives
came in second and formed a majority
government with just 23.3% support
of the eligible electorate. But when
people have real choices and know
their vote actually counts, they are far
more likely to show up. In Germany’s
recent PR election, there was an 82.5%
voter turnout.

PR also ensures a higher degree
of continuity, reducing the wild
policy swings that happen under
FPTP. In Canada’s 2010s, the
federal Conservative government
scrapped much of the previous Liberal
administration’s legislation. They
withdrew from the Kyoto Protocol, the
Kelowna Accord, cut Arctic research,
and slashed environmental programs.
When the Liberals returned to power,
they reversed these changes. How
wildly inefficient and expensive, as
well as divisive and polarizing. Instead
of one party bulldozing much of what
the last government did, parties work
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together in a PR system and create more
stable, long-term policies.

So, why don’t Conservatives
and many Liberals support PR? It’s
simple: they benefit from the current
system. Under FPTP, the Liberals
and Conservatives take turns running
the country. PR would change this
because it greatly reduces the chance of
a majority government and all parties
are forced to collaborate. It ensures that
the best people and ideas rise to the
top, not just the richest, the connected
or most intimidating. In a world
where polarization and radicalism
are on the rise, PR is a tool to protect
democracy. It’s not just a better system;
it’s a necessary one. Polls show most
Canadians want PR so no referendum is
necessary. Canada deserves better than
FPTP.MPs —do your jobs and legislate.
Let’s get it done.

Margaret Raymond
Kaslo

A system designed
to fail (us)

The system profits from broken
families. Government funding for
single parents and domestic violence-
related programs exceeds $6 billion
annually (Government of Canada,
Public Accounts). Keeping people
safe is critical, but this funding model
creates perverse incentives: money
flows when families break — not when
they stay together. False allegations are
arisk-free path to sole custody, lifetime
financial support, and total control —
with no penalty if proven false.

Fathers who resist are labeled
angry or dangerous. Those who don’t,
deadbeats. Either way, the system
extracts — 40% of income for 20 years
(Federal Child Support Guidelines,
Department of Justice Canada). Fall
behind? Lose your license, lose your
passport, o to jail.

Not just lost fathers — lost manhood.
The same system that severs children
from their fathers also wages war on
the very qualities that make fathers
worth having. Strength becomes a
threat, leadership becomes control, and
masculinity itself is rebranded as toxic.
A man stripped of his role as a father is
aman adrift. A society without fathers
is a society without a future.

While children are wrenched from
loving parents, the courts appear idle.
BC’s ‘Family Planning’ outfit provides
contraceptives, abortions, divorce
resources, enforcement support,
and shelter referrals — but only for
those deemed victims. We glamorize
separation, in lieu of stability.

And no one is winning. Single
mothers report higher rates of anxiety,
depression, and financial hardship than
their married counterparts (Canadian

Mental Health Association). We have
built a culture that rewards alienation,
erases fathers, and leaves mothers
struggling.

Associety that severs children from
their parents isn’t just in decline. It’s
in tatters, unraveling at the seams, its
future hanging by a thread.

What needs to change?

No automatic assumptions of
primary parenthood — custody must be
based on actions and character.

Strict penalties for false accusations
— claims that sever families require
evidence and consequences if false.

More alternatives to court — social
witnessing and structured reintegration
help parents co-exist —even thrive — for
their children.

End financial incentives for conflict
— funding should support families, not
weaponize custody.

This has happened before. Not long
ago, government institutions deemed
parents unfit and seized children “for
their own good.” Today, courtrooms
have replaced church missions and
financial shackles replace iron chains
— but the destruction of culture and
heritage remains.

We cannot raise our children alone.
We are not meant to be alone.

Speak up. Share your story. Break
the silence. Hold power accountable.
Demand transparency, challenge
injustice, and push for change. Stand
together. Work with others toward
solutions, build networks, and refuse
to be divided — even when it’s difficult.

The Matrix thrives when we accept
its terms. Don’t.

We are humans. We are families.
We are powerful. And we are united.

Drew Miller
Kaslo

Level 3 post-
wildfire risk

update

The January 30 Valley Voice
announced high level of risk to
Red Mountain Road and Hwy 6
convergence with Aylwin Creek. I
believe this risk has been upgraded to
grave danger from spring or anytime
high water flows with landslide
material, for the next 100 years or so,
as 90% of the protective green trees
of the approximately half-mile Aylwin
alluvial plain are clearcut, by permit
from Selkirk District Forest Manager
Charlene Strelaeff (250-365-8600,
Project 1021078) to SIFCo (250-226-
7012, Manager Stephan Martineau,
stephan@sifco.ca, WorkSafe BC
#809442, in charge of project/file K2R
CP7 Blk 9A — Aylwin harvest plan
21.11.24, final pdf — work activities and
procedures — clearcut harvesting with
retention of approximately 10 trees per

hectare/2.2 acres.) Only some poplar,
hemlock and larch trees are left. All
mother cedar and fir are gone. Prime
contractor — Timber Ridge Contracting,
Box 303, Kaslo VOG 1MO. “If you
have any safety concerns regarding this
project, contact the person in charge or
WorkSafe prevention line at 604-276-
3100 or 1-888-621-7238.”

It is now a 200- to 500-foot wide
straight bowling alley chute just
above Red Mountain Road to the
foot of Aylwin Mountain to its peak
6,000 feet from sea level compared
to the highway at 2,500 feet. All
of the Aylwin watershed has been
intensively burned, easily seen from
the viewpoint with Aylwin’s hugely
wide and tall avalanche chute and
observable monstrous avalanches. On
the east side of the old logging bridge
just beyond Willa Mine, at the end of
the clearcut, rocks are piled 15 feet
high to the bridge deck. The logging
went within 25 feet of Aylwin Creek at
about 150 feet from the highway and
cut three big trees, two with branches,
into it. Aylwin may get diverted north
with presently flowing Tailings Pile
Creek under Red Mountain Road, to
the other highway culvert 1/8 of a
mile away, carrying the waters now
of Vevey, Fingland, Dane, Hemlock,
Congo and Tailings Pile Creeks.

Watch out for your life and access
south and those of you coming north
— also school bus stop and residents
below hydro/telephone poles there.
We may have to permanently access
Castlegar/Trail, etc. via Kaslo/Nelson.

I have been able to interest only
the secretary of Steve Morissette, new
NDP MLA for this area (1-833-608-
2233). They now have citizen-supplied
ground and drone pictures. My calls to
Victoria, Ministry of Forests (250-387-
6240) and Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure (250-387-3198) are
not answered, including messages. The
CAO:s of local Village offices are also
not interested. Walter Popoff says the
RDCK “can do nothing.”

SIFCo then “salvage” logged
green trees at Bannock Point area and
plans to “salvage” (their words) green
trees, approximately 70 loads, the south
side of Enterprise Creek this April.
I think we have lost way too many
green trees to fires and about 50% of
Red Mountain Road is in danger from
spring melt or rain water. What about
Slocan River residents? An update
from the MLA’s office says that the
Ministry of Forests approved the half-
mile protective green tree alluvial plain
clearcut because the trees may not
buffer but add to a monstrous landslide
from above.

Garth Hunter
Red Mountain Road, Silverton
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My BC
assessment

Socrates: Tell me, my friend,
what troubles you so deeply?

Citizen: It is the relentless rise
of property taxes on my modest rural
home. The burden is worrisome.

Socrates: Property taxes, you
say? Do they not fund the services
you enjoy—hospitals, schools,
roads?

Citizen: I have no doctor myself
and the City of Castlegar does not
have 24/7 emergency services. Yet,
my taxes climb as if I lived in a
wealthy urban centre. I am grateful
for anewly paved Krestova Road, in
much need of repair.

Socrates: Fascinating. So your
taxes rise, but the services do not
follow. What, then, do you get for
this tribute?

Citizen: Little more than the

privilege to remain on my land,
which, thanks to speculative real
estate, is now valued as if it were
prime urban property. The BC
government calls me a complainant,
and forces me to provide hard
evidence to prove that this inflated
value is incorrect.

Socrates: So you are tasked with
proving that their speculative value
is wrong? How is this burden placed
upon you?

Citizen: Yes, I must gather
evidence — documents, compare
speculative properties, photos, and
proof — that the value they assigned
is wrong. But how can I prove
against speculation? The system
ignores the reality of my land’s
depreciation and the state of my
humble, low-income community. A
lot of my friends here cannot afford
to insure their property.

Socrates: A curious system

indeed. They demand evidence from
you to counter something intangible
— an inflated market value.

Citizen: Exactly. The system
bases everything on speculation, and
I'must fight to show why it’s wrong.
It’s an impossible battle.

Socrates: What drives this
inflated value, if not the reality of
your land?

Citizen: Speculators, Socrates
— wealthy investors, developers,
and outsiders — are driving up
property values. My rural area is
becoming a hotspot for high-end
real estate. All my private land
information is free for anyone to see
on the internet. A wonderful toolkit
for speculators.

Socrates: And these speculators,
they profit from the rise in value?

Citizen: Yes, they profit while
people like me suffer. The rich push
prices up with no regard for the people

who built and live in this community.
They fuel the speculation, driving up
property values and the resulting tax
value using something called a mill
rate with zero consideration for my
modest income.

Socrates: So, your taxes rise
while your health services remain
poor. And this is the unfairness you
face?

Citizen: Yes indeed. And now,
with speculative investors pushing
property values up, my land is worth
59% more than it was just four years
ago. Soon, I'll be a millionaire on
paper — but what good is that when
the high taxes could potentially
drive me from my home and exile
me elsewhere?

Socrates: You are taxed as if
your wealth is real, but this paper
wealth is not your reality.

Citizen: Yes, Socrates! The taxes
rise, and I am expected to prove the
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inflated value is wrong. But how can
I when the whole system is built on
this artificial, speculative market?

Socrates: How do you plan to
stand against this tide of unfairness?

Citizen: Through unity. The
people of the West Kootenay are
tough and must rise together and
demand that our property taxes reflect
the true value of our land — not the
inflated value driven by speculators.
We need a progressive property tax
system, like our income tax system.

Socrates: And so, your call for
justice is a call for unity. A noble
cause indeed. May your words inspire
others to join in the fight.

Citizen: We are not just
complainants, Premier David Eby
— we are the people who live, work,
and raise families here. We need fair
taxes that we can pay.

Nick Chatten
Krestova
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~Grand re-opening at Angry Hen Brewing in Kaslo

by Jan McMurray

The grand re-opening of Angry
Hen Brewing in Kaslo on March
7 and 8 celebrated new owners,
new food and beverage menus, a
refreshed tasting room and a new
website.

Cassie Gerretsen and Rogan
East have now taken full ownership
of the brewery, and have partnered
with Kaleb Barber and Meika
Gutierrez, who own and operate
Taqueria Tiburon out of the kitchen
on-site.

“We decided to take over the
Hen from Shirley because it is
such an important part of Kaslo
culture — it’s fondly referred to as
Kaslo’s living room,” says Cassie.
“We want to honour Shirley’s long

brewing career and keep producing
exceptional beer, and the partnership
with Taqueria Tiburon is the cherry
on top! Pairing exceptional food
with quality beer in Kaslo is just
what we needed.”

Cassie has been working at the
Hen since 2018 and first started in
the ownership role in 2020. Her
husband, Rogan, has just stepped in
as co-owner. Cassie is learning the
art of brewing from Shirley Warne,
who will stay on as the head brewer
for a couple of years while Cassie
learns. Rogan is taking over sales
and distribution.

Kaleb and Meika are serving up
Mexican-style food from the kitchen
at the Hen. Meika’s family ran the
very popular Taqueria El Corazon

in Kaslo for many years, and Kaleb
and Meika have realized their dream
of creating a menu combining some
of the beloved items from Taqueria
El Corazon with their own Mexican-
style pub food creations. There are
vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free
options, too.

“Kaleb and Meika have curated
a menu that will be appreciated by
all, after many, many hours at the
drawing board,” Cassie said.

The tasting room, refreshed
with the help of Jordan Jones from
Town Architecture, has a new
drink menu that includes beer, beer
cocktails, mixed drinks, house-made
sodas and freshly squeezed juices.
“There’s something for everyone
on both the drink and food menus,”

Cassie Gerretsen, owner of the Angry Hen in Kaslo, pulls a draft.

Wide Spot:

Despair
by Therese DesCamp

For me, it starts in the gut: it
registers that I’'m feeling anxious
or even nauseous since reading that
news article.

For someone else, it starts in the
head: noticing there is an endless loop
of some distressing event playing in
their mind.

For yet another, it is felt in the
heart: a weight on the chest, an
oppressive pressure.

However despair inhabits
our bodies, there is one common
denominator: we don’t easily think
or talk about it. Which makes sense,
because despair thrives in isolation. If
it’s not isolated, it’s not really despair.

Despair means, quite literally, to
be without hope. When in despair,
we are overwhelmed by a situation or
feeling; we see no prospect of relief,
and going on seems impossible;
and we find ourselves unable and
unmotivated to take action. Despair
leads to estrangement from others,
because our total focus becomes
our own mental anguish. (Check out

the film A Man Named Otto, or its
Swedish predecessor, A Man Called
Ove, for a vivid illustration of this.)

Last Sunday night, the Fireweed
Hub sponsored another Wide Spot
dinner and discussion. No surprise,
since our topic was despair, that
the group was smaller than usual.
Politics and political shenanigans
were definitely under discussion, and
it was a sobering conversation. No
punches pulled.

But once we started talking, it
was clear that however merited our
fears might be — about impending
war, widespread innocent suffering,
or economic chaos — despair is
ultimately a very selective mental
frame. Despair is a window that only
lets in certain realities.

We can choose to open that
metaphorical window and take in
the scope of human history, realizing
that cultural collapse has happened
before. We can open that window to
geologic time, and take comfort in
the earth’s resilience. We can open
to the cosmos and recognize that we
are essential to the whole buzzing
energetic reality. We can open that
window to our spiritual beliefs and
understand ourselves as part of a

lighter, braver whole.

And we can even turn that
window into a microscope to better
attend to the beauty and compassion
of our immediate world.

Me, I like multiple windows.
I like to see the immensity of the
dancing, relational cosmos AND the
beauty of the small world AND the
horror of the present chaos and greed.
All at the same time. Nothing left out.

When we despair, we leave
out goodness. We leave out cosmic
relationality. We leave out integrity.
We leave out courage, and kindness,
and beauty, and steadfastness.

If we ignore despair, we leave out
a very important response to current
realities.

Here may be the most important
thing learned during the Wide Spot
dinner: despair, that most destructive
human emotional state, is not despair
when it is witnessed. We can offer
each other the gift of listening, and in
that listening, we shatter the mirrors
that reflect back only our own pain
and fear.

Despair shared is not doubled
despair. It is instead validated sorrow,
shared grief, and a source of courage
and human connection.

To keep updated on the Hen’s
events and for more information,
visit angryhenbrewing.com.

RENTAL
WANTED

My name is Brad and | am
a single guy on disability
with Fibromyalgia. | am
looking for a new rental
apartment, bachelor suite
in the Nakusp/ Slocan Val-
ley area. | do not smoke,
drink or party. | am a quiet
individual who doesn’t own
any pets. | pay my rent in
fulland on time. Referenc-
es available. You can call
my cell (905) 466-1374.

Cassie says.

The website has also been
revamped, by Jessica Barratt of
Manifest Content Solutions. Cassie
says an online store is coming soon.

At the grand re-opening earlier
this month, music was provided by
DJ Sweets and DJ Morning Glory
from Meow Mix on Friday night
and DJ Biggs on Saturday night. The
Hen has a partnership with Propel
Studios in Kaslo to book their music.

“Propel Studios and Hunter
Stanway have been absolutely
amazing,” says Cassie. “It’s a great
partnership — they have excellent
contacts in the industry and are often
able to provide a sound tech for the
artists. When Propel isn’t doing the
sound themselves, we have Kevin
John take care of the sound. Kevin
also hosts our open mic on the first
Wednesday of each month.”

Wide Spot

Turner-Zion United
Church

Sunday, March 30, 5 p.m.
Contemplative Worship
Followed by potluck AGM
Knox Hall

For more info and events:
info@widespot.ca




by Jan McMurray

e Clarence denBok and Brian
Mills were not in attendance.

Staff will meet with the Slocan
Lake Arts Council (SLAC) to develop
a plan for the Silverton Gallery.

“The challenges that SLAC and
the Village are facing regarding the
Gallery are pressing and, given the
number of factors involved, will take
significant staff time to address,”
states a report to council from CAO
Catherine Allaway.

Allaway says the building is in
poor condition and neither SLAC nor
the Village have the funds or capacity
to get the required renovations done.
Allaway recommends that building
assessments be discussed during
budget deliberations. She says a
structural assessment would cost
about $4,000, and there would be
additional costs for assessments of
the electrical and mechanical systems.

“Given the value of the building,
and the services provided by SLAC, it
is hoped that a solution can be found
that is acceptable to both parties, but

due to the complexity of the situation,
and the additional assessments that
will be required in order to make
informed decisions, it is likely that
this process will take several months,”
she says.

Allaway also points out in her
report that it appears the revenue from
SLAC does not cover the operating
costs of the building. The lease
stipulates that SLAC is responsible
for operating and maintaining the
building.

The lease with SLAC expires
April 15. SLAC has asked that the
Village engage in renegotiation of the
lease immediately. Allaway says she
agrees, but warns that the process will
take some time. SLAC has also asked
that the Village consider a symbolic
$1 lease until the building has been
renovated. Allaway says further
discussions are recommended before
lease terms are decided.

Finally, Allaway says a Property
Management Policy is under
development and should come before
council in the coming weeks. The
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policy will create “a principled
approach to the maintenance of
Village assets including the Gallery
building,” Allaway’s report says.
Mark Tatchell, who has been working
as a municipal advisor to the Village
for several months, is developing the
policy and may be able to assist with
the SLAC lease agreement.
REACH funding

Council authorized staff to sign
the agreement for $50,000 from
Columbia Basin Trust’s REACH
(Recreational Enhancements in
Accessibility for Children) program.
Awork plan will be submitted to CBT
by June 15 and the project must be
completed by the end of 2026. The
Village will work with New Denver to
engage with stakeholders for project
ideas.
Website upgrade

The Village’s website platform
will be upgraded. The current website
is outdated and cannot be updated by
staff. Council agreed to sign a four-year
contract with Catalis, an Edmonton-
based company that provides a

platform for local governments. The
cost of the contract is up to $7,200 per
year. CAO Catherine Allaway says in
her report that the first three years can
be covered by the provincial Rural
Resident Attraction grant, which must
be spent by March 31 this year. The
taxpayers will have to pick up the cost
in the last year.

The new platform is expected
to be up and running in 60 days,
including a new website design and
transfer of the existing content. The
CAO says staff will be able to make
changes and additions easily once the
new platform is online.
Economic development
contract

Council agreed to renew
the agreement with Community
Futures for economic development
coordination for the Slocan Valley
for another three years. The Villages
of Silverton, New Denver, Slocan
and RDCK Area H are partners
in the economic development
service, which is provided through
Community Futures. Ron LeBlanc
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is the coordinator, and has written a
successful $100,000 grant application
to aid in resident and business
retention and attraction in the Slocan
Valley.
Zincton environmental
assessment

Council received correspondence
from the Environmental Assessment
Office (EAO) regarding the Zincton
All-Seasons Resort proposal, but there
was no discussion or action taken.

The EAO is conducting a review
to determine whether or not to
do an environmental assessment
of the Zincton project. Wildsight
has requested an environmental
assessment. An assessment is
automatic if the resort has 2,000
beds, but the proponent has confirmed
that the resort will have 1,700 beds
maximum. The EAO asked for
Silverton’s input. Kaslo and Nakusp
have received the same request from
the EAO. Kaslo council wants to see
an environmental assessment where
Nakusp council doesn’t believe it’s
necessary.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area
is open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone
to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446,
lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-259; corkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Thursdays thru Sundays, 3-8pm, Happy Hour 3-5pm. Family friendly dining and casual pub
atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboyshoats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our
website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing
protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo * 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, fishing
licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717.
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery

Beloved local author Pickles Basil - the Slocan Valley's favourite puppet - has released the
firstinstallment in the Pickles Basil and the Enchanted Crystal series, and the long awaited
sequel to the 2018 classic Pickles Basil Goes for a Walk. You're sure to recognize many
Valley locations as you join the puppets on a mystical adventure that unfolds when Pickles
Basil discovers a mysterious ancient map * While the fashion industry thrives on fleeting
trends, BC's own ANIAN offers a timeless alternative. Their durable, versatile pieces are
designed to last, reducing the need for constant replacements. By choosing quality over
quantity, you help cut down on textile waste and support a more sustainable future * Hours:

Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am —4:30 pm ¢ As always, thanks for shopping locally - we
hope to see you soon! « 250-358-2178 « Facebook & Instagram « RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CEN-
TRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, live bait, farm
and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and operated. Quality products,
competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store

A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, cafe with dine-in and
takeout options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and
coin operated laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range
of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural
products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli
& Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing & Much More!! 250-355-2211,
svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Mama Sita’s Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9
pm, 7 days a week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Many private landowners
are encountering significant tree
mortality on their properties, some of

it due to beetle infestation, drought
and related issues. Rosie Wijenberg,
a registered biologist specializing
in forest entomology and ecology,

COMMUNITY

will be giving a talk on forest health
at the Vallican Heritage Site (4020
Lower Passmore Road, Vallican) on
Saturday, April 5, at 1 pm.

The Vallican Heritage Site will host biologist Rosie Wijenberg for a walk and talk on forest health and ecology on April 5 at 1 pm.

Local fire departments receive funding for equipment and training

submitted

Provincial grants through the
Community Emergency Preparedness
Fund have been announced for
equipment and training for local fire
departments.

The RDCK, the Nakusp Volunteer
Fire Department, Edgewood Volunteer
Fire Department, and Burton
Community Association have all
received funding.

“Volunteer firefighters have a huge
impact on our communities, and I'm
glad that our government understands
how important they are in keeping
our communities safe,” says Brittny

Anderson, MLA for Kootenay-Central.
“We are so fortunate to have amazing
volunteer firefighters and industry
experts working across the region and
I'am so grateful for the work they do.”

The RDCK has received $503,802;
the Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department
has received $40,000; the Edgewood
Volunteer Fire Department has
received $28,562 and the Burton
Community Association has received
$40,000.

“In small communities like
Edgewood and Burton, volunteer
firefighters are vital to keeping people
safe,” said Steve Morissette, MLA for

Kootenay-Monashee. “This funding
is going to help these volunteer fire
departments make sure they have
proper equipment to support members
while they work.”

Through the Community
Emergency Preparedness Fund
(CEPF), the provincial government is
providing more than $9 million for
more than 130 projects throughout BC,
supporting over 230 fire departments
that are fully or partially staffed by
volunteers. This funding helps fire
departments conduct and expand
training, buy, or replace equipment,
and expand their capacity.

New mobile detailing service in New Denver

submitted

Local resident Sarah Rousselle
has launched Slocan Shine, a mobile
service that brings professional,
eco-friendly car cleaning directly
to clients in New Denver, Nakusp,
Silverton, Rosebery and Slocan.

“As a parent, I know how fast
cars get messy — crumbs, spills,
pet hair, and endless dust from

our backroads. A clean car isn’t
just about appearances; it’s about
comfort, hygiene, and protecting
your investment,” says Rousselle.
Rousselle says she started up
the business because, as a mother of
two with pets, she always struggled
with keeping her car clean and was
frustrated that she had to drive over
an hour away to get a professional

detail.

“Whether you need a quick
refresh or a deep clean, I offer a
range of options to fit your needs
and budget — without the hassle of
leaving town,” she says.

Visit slocanshine.com to book
your service. Ask about discounts for
first-time customers, multi-car and
fleet discounts, and referral bonuses.

I — I
Forest health and ecology talk at Vallican Heritage Site

The walk and talk will focus on
the impact of insects like Douglas-
fir bark beetles and wood borers on
forests given climate change. Learn
how to identify and manage tree-
killing insects in your community
and on your property. The event
aims to equip locals with practical
tools to address the effects of tree-
killing insects within an ecological
framework.

In recent years, many trees at the
Sinixt Vallican Site have been killed
due to an infestation of Douglas-fir
beetles and an increasing number
of wood borers. This forest, akin
to those throughout the Slocan
Valley and beyond, is confronting
challenges associated with drought,
forest fires, and human activity.
These stressors have contributed to
native insects becoming significant
tree-killers. The Autonomous Sinixt
have been working to protect this
forest for a few years. The event is
open to all, by donation.

Directions to the camp coming
from the Junction:

To get to the Vallican Heritage
Site, turn off Hwy 6 on to Passmore
Lower Road (at the substation, there
is also a road sign to the Valhallas).
Cross the bridge and take your first

right. Follow the road until you see
the Elk Root sign on the right, and the
camp is the next driveway on your
right. If you are mobile, it is best to
park along the road and walk into
the camp as there is limited parking
on-site. Take the first fork left on the
driveway.

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

$10-$50

Only

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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by Jan McMurray

The 2025 draft budget was
presented to the public by Chief
Financial Officer Nathan Russ at
the New Denver council meeting
of March 11. Russ said the budget
had changed only slightly since he
presented it to council at the January
14 council meeting (see ‘Village of
New Denver’s preliminary budget
presented’ in our January 30 issue).
The budget will be finalized and
adopted before May 15, when it is
due for submission to the Province.

The owner of an average single-
family home in New Denver, worth
$425,646 in 2025, will see a 4%
increase ($35) on the municipal
portion of their tax bill this year,
from $896 last year to $931 this year.
This is before the homeowner and
seniors’ grants.

Of the $1.5 million budget,
$433,000 comes from direct taxation
— almost $30,000 more than the
$404,000 the Village collected
last year. The $30,000 is made
up by: this year’s rate increase
($14,000), new tax revenue from
new construction — three new homes
have been built ($7,632), and the
incremental increase in taxes for
residents of the boundary expansion
($7,783). Taxation for homeowners
in the boundary expansion is being
phased in; this year, they pay 90%
of their municipal taxes whereas
last year they paid 80%. Next year,
they’ll pay 100%.

The rest of the $1.5 million
revenue comes mostly from grants,
with about $236,000 coming from

sales of services (campground,
waste collection, cemetery) and
$121,000 from rentals, Nikkei
Centre, licences, permits and interest
on bank balances.

Contributions to reserves will
increase this year. The Village
will put $45,000 into equipment
reserves compared to $40,000 last
year and $10,000 in 2023. The fire
reserve fund will see an $83,450
contribution this year compared to
$74,000 last year and $50,000 in
2022 and 2023. The water capital
reserve will get an injection of
$39.886 compared to $30,500 last
year, $46,000 in 2023 and $22,000
in 2022. Mayor Leonard Casley said
he was happy about the increased
reserve contributions, and thinks
residents will be thankful in the
future for the building of reserves.
Capital projects

There are several capital and
one-time projects on the list for
this year. Projects total about $3.4
million, with $2.6 million coming
from grants and $782,111 coming
from the Village.

Councillor Moss asked about the
old landfill project. The Village has
a $100,000 grant to do ground work
and testing this year. The plan is to
survey the site and subdivide it so
the contaminated land is separated
from the non-contaminated land.
“This will be done in phases, but we
will find out what we can and cannot
do,” Mayor Casley said.

The well relocation project is
95% done, CAO Ash Alam reported.
The new wells are online. The crew

COMMUNITY I
New Denver’s 2025 draft budget presented to the public

is waiting for a transfer switch
for the generator. Once that is
installed, the old pumphouse can be
decommissioned.

The Centennial Park stage project
is held up while brackets to hold the
timbers in place are galvanized in
Vancouver, Mayor Casley reported.
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The CAO said the project to
install a water line to the Orchard
was going out to tender soon with
construction in the fall.

Steve Hill played at the Slocan City Hotel on March 16. The multi-instrumentalist entertained a full house.

New Denver council, March 11: Slocan Valley
Economic Development Partnership up for renewal

by Jan McMurray

The three-year agreement
between New Denver, Silverton,
Slocan and RDCK Area H to
partner on economic development
expires March 31, so it is time to
consider renewal of the contract.
New Denver’s annual contribution
to the service is $1,250.

The service is administered

through Community Futures
and delivered by Coordinator
Ron LeBlanc. LeBlanc wrote
a successful $100,000 grant
from BC’s Rural Economic
Diversification and Infrastructure
Program (REDIP), which must be
spent by June 30, 2027.

Council was not prepared to
consent to renewal of the contract
without seeing a budget and the
new agreement. Councillor Law,
who sits on the committee, will
relay that message to Community
Futures.

NIMC contracts

Contracts for Nikkei Centre
Marketing Strategy Development
and Ongoing Historic Multimedia
Design Services were awarded to
the Writing Ghost out of Hills.
Live music summer
series

The Slocan Lake Arts Council
(SLAC) was given permission to
use the Centennial Park stage on
Saturday nights in July and August
for live concerts at no cost to SLAC.
Support for Farmers
Market coupons

A letter in support of the BC
Farmers Markets Coupon Program
will go to the BC Minister of
Health. The program has been in
place in New Denver for several
years, administered by the Healthy
Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley and the Friday
Market. Last year, over 34 lower-
income households in New Denver
benefitted from the program,

redeeming a total of $14,613 in
coupons at the Friday Market.
Councillors’ reports

Councillor Danika Hammond
reported she attended the New
Denver and Area Housing Society
AGM. The society has hired Beth
Oldham to do a feasibility study to
inform a housing strategy.

Councillor John Fyke
reported that Cole Sibbald will
do an introduction to Al (artificial
intelligence) at the Fireweed Hub
on April 1.

Councillor Casey Law reported
on a meeting with the Argenta
Safety and Preparedness Society
regarding working on the ground
with BC Wildfire Service personnel
during a fire. Council agreed to
discuss this at the next Committee
of the Whole meeting.

Councillor Colin Moss said the
Girl Guides hosted a great takeout
dinner at the Bosun Hall on the
weekend, and will do two more.
Funds raised from the dinners will
go towards a trip to a Girl Guides
Camp this summer.
Authorized signers

Taylor Attwood (Accounting
Clerk, Village of New Denver) and
Gioconda Gordon (Accounting
Clerk, City of Nelson) were
removed as authorized signers
on the Village KSCU accounts,
as they both resigned at the end
of 2024. New Accounting Clerk
Donna Maclver and Lisa LeBlanc
(Accounting Clerk, City of Nelson)
were added as authorized signers.
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by Art Joyce

Seldom has there been a room
more full of mixed emotions. The
house was full at the Slocan Lake
Arts Centre in Silverton the evening
of March 14 for Fire Stories:
Readings of Resilience, an event
that allowed people to tell their
stories from the wildfires of summer
2024. Produced by retired drama
teacher Val Campbell, the event
had originally been planned as a
theatrical production but was adapted
to a series of readings featuring 20
Slocan Valley residents. Musical
interludes were provided by retired
doctor Anna Reid, whose striking
compositions on piano provided
a stark emotional undercurrent to
images of the fires projected on a
large screen.

The event was sponsored by
the Valhalla Fine Arts Society
with support from the Slocan Lake
Arts Council, which featured an
exhibition in its gallery with artwork
by Sabrina Curtis, Donna Hicks and
Manna Garrick-Rice. Curtis, who
was among the evacuees from Red
Mountain Road, offered the proceeds
from sales of these paintings toward
future community wildfire resilience
measures.

Juna, a 9-year-old girl from
Silverton, read a story about a
premonition she had in a dream about
the fires and the evacuation. Her
mother Trish Jane had family in the
Maritimes and was able to send her
daughter to spend part of the summer
in safety with relatives. Artist Rabi’a

wrote of a sense of confusion, feeling
“frozen in time,” when she heard the
lightning strikes and sirens, finding
herself scrambling to put together a
‘grab-and-go’ bag in the middle of
the night. Marsh Garrick-Rice read
several recently composed poems,
drawing on the Scandinavian myth of
Ragnarok — the world-ending battle
of the gods — to illustrate his feelings
as he watched Valhalla Park burn
from shoreline to ridgeline. Many
local peaks here have Norse names.
Val Campbell said she was
pleasantly overwhelmed by
responses to her wildfire posts on
social media. Offers of places to stay
in other parts of the country poured
in. A former student and even her first
boyfriend from decades ago reached
out to help. Like so many in the
valley who grow vegetable gardens
to supplement their diet, she found it
hard to leave it. “You can’t pack the
garden into the car. You just have to
let it go.” In some cases, residents
reported firefighters watering their
gardens during their absence.
Winlaw resident Leonard Block
said he and his wife were able to stay
in their home, but were seriously
affected by the smoke. The air
quality index in the north valley
reached a rating of over 500 on some
days — unfit for human habitation.
“We became indoor refugees,” he
recalled. “T call summer 2024 the
summer that wasn’t.” It gave him a
renewed appreciation for the things
we take for granted in the Slocan
Valley — hiking, kayaking, and

Lucy MacNeil performed to a sold-out house at the Langham the evening of March 19, featuring a
mix of traditional Irish and Scottish folk songs and original songs by herself and other well-known
Maritime musicians. Her band included husband Rob Durando on guitar and bouzouki, Lisa
MacArthur on fiddle, viola and bodhran, and brother Boyd MacNeil on octave mandolin and fiddle.

COMMUNITY

swimming.

Winlaw resident Aaron Pickett
read an impassioned statement,
speaking of “anger’s cleansing
fire.” He was dismayed by the
expressionless eyes of machine
operators sent in to clear fire breaks
and tree stands, conveying a sense of
military invasion rather than rescue.
He spoke of “mitigation logging” as
just another excuse by industry to
extract timber. “I'm here to invoke
the will to fight for what’s left.”

For some such as Esther
Krakauer, there was a sense of denial
that she’d actually be evacuated. It
was just too harsh a reality to face,
having already had prior evacuation
experiences. Slocan resident Barbara
Mack had already been coping
with the loss of her husband of 50
years before the fires hit. “This
was supposed to be the family’s
healing time, a time to share with
grandchildren,” she said. Instead, she
had to “pack up 50 years of living,”

e
‘Fire Stories’ fills the house to tell 2024 wildfire stories

trying to decide what to take and
what to leave behind — a common
dilemma for evacuees.

Actors Marya Follinsbee, Susie
O’Donnell and Martina Avis read
prepared statements from valley
residents who were away. Avis read
of “rumours, hopes and dreams all
tumbled together” during the crisis.
Slocan resident Lynda Moore was
among those evacuated. She wrote
warmly of the kind reception her
family was given by Emergency
Social Services (ESS) while staying
in Castlegar, and of deep gratitude
to firefighters.

Joanne Feenstra read a statement
by Slocan Fire Chief Cliff Froelich,
whose staff were kept busy checking
in on families who chose not to
evacuate, making sure their food
and medical needs were met. That is,
until they were told that regulations
not only forbade them doing so, but
required the volunteer fire department
to leave town. Ambulances were told

they were not allowed to enter an
evacuated zone. Some courageous
village firefighters remained to
provide support to non-evacuated
residents.

Slocan resident Lana Rimmer
wrote of borrowing a bicycle so she
could bring supplies to people who
chose to stay behind. She had to
dodge security personnel stationed at
the entrances to the village, using the
rail trail and ducking into the bushes
so as not to be seen. When she saw
helicopters using drip torches to light
‘back burns,’ it seemed “insane” to
her. “It felt like living in a war zone.”

The wildfire crisis was also
an opportunity to see what kind
of community we are when under
duress, said one resident. Naturally
that revealed both positive and
negative qualities. Some wrote of the
incredible sense of a burden being
lifted once the evacuation orders
were finally lifted, setting in motion
a joyful “caravan of return.”
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In the Kootenays, we all know
this story. A group of committed
volunteers gets a major project in
motion, pulls it off, and then for
years the group lies low — maybe
in disarray, maybe because they
all need time for themselves again,
maybe because their project has
fulfilled the local need.

It’s a different story for KHS,
the Kaslo Housing Society. After
four years (and counting) of building
and then operating the Penny Lane
Apartments in downtown Kaslo, it is
obvious that the need for affordable
housing in Kaslo was not solved
with 10 new apartments. So the
KHS board has been alert to new
opportunities. One such opportunity

Clearing the

Seventh in a 10-part series of
columns from the West Kootenay
Climate Hub
by Allan Early

Gail Elder of Winlaw was one of
just 21 BC residents honoured with
the 2024 Medal of Good Citizenship
for “...extraordinary contributions
to community life.” Premier Eby
commended Gail for creating the
Slocan Valley Community Band,
teaching organic gardening skills with
his partner Brenda, and for his lifetime
of teaching music in the Valley.

The Premier could have added
that Gail and his son Krispen have
also contributed to mitigating global
climate change by installing solar
collectors to provide most of their
electricity, including powering Gail’s
hybrid Toyota and Krispen’s Nissan
Leaf EV, which saves them thousands

is in our hands now.

The owners of the Lakeview
Manufactured Home Park on E
Avenue in lower Kaslo wish to sell.
The park is ideally located for low-
to middle-income families as it is
walking distance to all of Kaslo’s
shops, services and amenities. For
now, it’s home to seven households;
some are renters, some own their
homes and pay pad rent. Living
there is affordable, and meets their
needs. Most of the current residents
have lived in their homes for many
years. The prospect of a change in
park ownership is concerning both
to these residents and to the Kaslo
Housing Society.

Why? There is a real risk that
new ownership, unless it is a not-for-

COMMUNITY I
Kaslo Housing Society raising funds for new project

profit entity, could negatively impact
the residents. A new owner has
potentially lucrative development
options, but those options would
come at the expense of the park’s
existing residents in the form of
evictions and/or rate hikes. Village
of Kaslo bylaws will not prevent a
gradual emptying out of the MHP.
One house for the owner along with
only one manufactured home paying
pad rent would still be in conformity
with the zoning. The current owners
wish to avoid this scenario and have
committed to giving KHS some time
to secure adequate funding.

The 2024 BC Assessment
valuation for the property is
$571,700, about the going rate
for a three-bedroom home with a

yard. KHS can commit some of
its resources — money it has raised
through fundraising and generous
private donations — towards the
purchase. Now it is actively seeking
help to secure an adequate down
payment. With a large enough down
payment, KHS has calculated that
they can take on a mortgage, ongoing
maintenance and also build areserve
fund by relying on the income
generated by the park.

Research has shown that there
are no federal programs that can
be tapped to raise the necessary
capital. A provincial program
intended to prevent homelessness
will extend capital to housing
providers for rental buildings, but
the MHP’s combination of renters

Air: Going Electric in the Kootenays

in gas every year.

In the last five and a half years,
Gail and Brenda’s solar array has
produced 43,060 kilowatt hours of
electricity, saving them more than
$6,000 (based on a 15¢/kWh price).
That savings covered half of the
$12,560 they spent on parts and
installation. When they’ve paid that off
in five years, they can look forward to
19 more years of free electricity.

The Elder family show how
individuals can help achieve
BC’s climate goals, including the
electrification of our transportation and
building systems by 2050.

BC and Quebec are leading the
way in electrifying transportation.
At current rates, there will be about
400,000 electric vehicles in BC by
2030, making up 90% of new sales
but adding only 2% to our electricity

demand, according to a recent report
by Clean Energy Canada. And since
nearly 40% of BC’s CO2 emissions
are from gas-powered engines, this
goes a long way toward meeting our
climate targets.

Besides passenger cars and
trucks, about half of BC’s carbon
pollution from transportation comes
from commercial trucks and buses.
Businesses are now recognizing the
strong case being made for clean-
energy trucks and buses, including
lower energy and maintenance costs
and less down time.

One of Clean Energy Canada’s
case studies features Metro
Vancouver’s Whisky Jack Transport,
which rents electric vehicles to the film
industry. These have the added benefit
of lowering noise and air pollution,
creating a healthier environment for
workers and residents where they’re
filming.

Another major source of carbon
pollution and energy use comes from
heating and cooling our homes. On a
household level, home heating makes
up the largest portion of energy use,
regardless of the source. Most BC
homes are heated by natural gas or
electric baseboards, but more people
are switching to heat pumps because
of their high efficiency (2.5 times more
efficient than gas heating, according to
Natural Resources Canada).

Plus, newer cold-climate heat
pumps work effectively to -30°C,
and heat pumps also act as filtered
air conditioners — a huge boon as our
summers get hotter and smokier.

Clean Energy Canada found that
switching to a heat pump could save
a typical BC household nearly $570 a
year, taking into account the cost of
equipment and deducting available
rebates. Those switching to heat
pumps from baseboard electric could
reduce their annual heating costs by
40% or more.

PHOTO CREDIT: ALLAN EARLY

In recent years, building codes
have improved considerably, and new
homes are more efficient than their
predecessors. Improving the energy
efficiency of older homes and large
buildings can ensure that heat stays
inside, instead of heating the outdoors
through leaky doors and windows and
inadequate insulation.

Domestic hot water is the second
largest energy user in most residences,
whether it be resistance electric or
fueled by natural gas. Heat pump
water heaters are two to three times
as efficient as conventional systems,
further reducing your energy costs
and household carbon pollution.
Cooking energy costs can also be
halved by replacing your gas range
with an electric induction range, with
the added bonus of having cleaner
indoor air.

Wondering how to navigate
various rebates and loan programs
to make your home healthier, more
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and homeowners means that this
program does not apply. The society
is now looking to local and regional
funders and partners.

“We hold out hope that, even
in uncertain times, we will find a
way to make this investment in
our neighbours here in Kaslo. This
property has the potential to do more
than ‘just’ avoid the risk of displacing
people now — we do have ideas for
the future — but we need partners
soon before the opportunity is lost,”
says Kathie Shaw Hanson, society
chair.

If you think you can help, please
email info@kaslohousingsociety.
org. The Kaslo Housing Society is a
registered charity and donations are
tax deductible.

efficient and less polluting?

Kootenay residents can take
advantage of programs like the
Regional Energy Efficiency Program
and the CleanBC Better Homes
program, which features a free climate
coach and a guide to provincial energy-
savings rebates for new homes or
renovations. To help with affordability
issues, some of the programs are
income qualified, while others are
aimed at renters and landlords.

Like the Elder family of Winlaw,
individuals and businesses across BC
and Canada are finding ways to reduce
their energy bills and carbon pollution.
Maybe you are, too?

Allan Early is a retired lawyer,
former Nelson business person and
a past president of the Nelson and
District Chamber of Commerce. Before
practicing law, he owned and managed
an energy conservation company
that insulated some 500 homes and
buildings in and around Nelson.

Gail Elder with son Krispen showing this writer Gail and Brenda’s solar system on their farm
north of Winlaw.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK will apply for funding
to continue FireSmart programming
in 2025 and 2026.

Details about the funding
application were provided to the
board at its March 20 meeting in
a staff report from Nora Hannon,
Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation
Senior Advisor. The application, to the
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM)
Community Resiliency Investment
(CRI) FireSmart Community Funding
Supports program, is for $950,000 in
2025 and $750,000 in 2026.

Activities planned for this
year include updates to the Area H
Community Wildfire Resiliency
Plans ($35,000), rebates ($275.000),
local and regional wildfire table
facilitation ($20,000), fuel treatment
($164,000), FireSmart land use
planning ($10,000), and staffing
($431,000) — contract extension of
FireSmart Coordinator and hiring
of six seasonal Wildfire Mitigation
Specialists.

The FireSmart Canada
Neighbourhood Recognition
Program, which supports neighbours
to work together to FireSmart their
neighbourhoods, and the Home
Partners Program, which supports
homeowners to FireSmart their
private properties, will both continue.
The Home Partners Program has been
taken over by FireSmart BC and has
been renamed the Wildfire Mitigation
Program — but no substantial changes
have been made to the program.

In her report, Hannon also
informed the board that BC Wildfire
staff have advised that future
Community Wildfire Resiliency Plans
will likely only include land owned by
local government as priority treatment
areas. Any Crown land needing
treatment will be included in Wildfire
Risk Reduction Plans developed by
the Ministry of Forests. “This greatly
limits the funds the RDCK can access
through UBCM to fund fuel treatment
activities on Crown land. Funding is
available for local government owned
land, however most priority treatment
units are on Crown land.” She says
this “reinforces the importance of
building resiliency for residents
in the home ignition zone,” which
is done through the newly named
Wildfire Mitigation Program and
the Neighbourhood Recognition
Program.

Of the $950,000 budget for the
2025 FireSmart budget, $750,000
is base funding, while $100,000 is
for fuel treatment (prescriptions and
implementation) on publicly owned
land. There is also $50,000 each
for Areas D and H — because they
were impacted by the 2024 fires —
to maximize available rebates and
enhance FireSmart education.

BN COMMUNITY
RDCK maps out 2025 FireSmart programming in funding

The RDCK received CRI
funding in 2024, which contributed
to a successful year of FireSmart
programming. Some highlights
include updating the Community
Wildfire Resiliency Plans (CWRP)
in Areas A, B, C, G, ], K, and
yikl%nd Salmo; hiring wildfire

mitigation specialists and a FireSmart
coordinator; and delivering the
Home Partners and Neighbourhood
Recognition and Rebate programs
in all areas. Wildfire planning tables
were held in Nelson and Creston,
along with a regional table.

Hewat seeks re-election to FCM

The board will endorse Village
of Kaslo Director Suzan Hewat’
candidacy for re-election to the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM)’s board of directors. The vote
will take place at the end of May,
during the annual conference and
trade show.

I 13

The FCM board of directors is
made up of elected municipal officials
from more than 2,100 regions and
communities across the country,
from rural to urban. The federation
advocates for municipalities, to ensure
citizens’ needs are reflected in federal
programs and policies.
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Slocan council, March 10: Planning begins for Slocan’s 125th birthday party

by Joanne Feenstra

Slocan’s 125th birthday is coming
up next year in June. Joyce Johnson,
on behalf of the Slocan Valley
Historical Society, submitted a letter
to council, suggesting celebrations be
held on the BC Day long weekend.
Possible activities include preparing
a time capsule, tree planting, a
breakfast, a dinner and a huge cake
and birthday card/guest book, a
slideshow, scavenger hunt, vendors,
historical drama reenactments,
a street dance, artworks, Sinixt
Confederacy attendance, a parade,
bingo, a 50/50 draw, a rubber duck
race down Springer Creek and water
sports. Johnson said it would be a
good idea to revisit previous budgets
and lay out a possible template for

funding applications. Mayor Lunn
said a select committee of council
could be appointed to work on
preparations with the historical
society.

Dave Fredrickson said he
was involved with the 100-year
celebrations and planning for that
event started two years ahead of
time. At the centennial celebration,
there was a fireworks display, with a
big dinner and outdoor dance at the
tennis courts.

Mayor Lunn thanked Joyce
Johnson and Dave Fredrickson for
bringing this to council’s attention.

Kiddie park improvements

The kiddie park will see
accessibility improvements, thanks
to the approval of the Village’s
grant application to Columbia Basin
Trust’s REACH program. A work
plan must be submitted to CBT by
June 30. Councillor Jordan Knott
asked if council wished to engage

It pays to
advertise in

the Valley
Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca

be the place for you.

huge aquifer of fresh water.

to join us here.

Contact me
https://epv.one/2NE

Thinking of leaving Canada? Looking for a safe place for
your family? El Paraiso-Verde, Paraguay, South America could

For 8 years now El Paraiso-Verde is a gated community of
unvaxxed settlers. EPV has almost 3,600 acres which sits on a

El Paraiso-Verde is a growing community, independent and
partly self-sufficient from its surroundings with a lot of space for
new settlers. This growth creates a need for all kinds of people

We want to encourage farmers, builders, skilled workers,
teachers, animal caretakers, technical professionals, engineers, to
join us at EPV and work with us to bring our ideal community to
a reality. There is much work to do here.

We are building a community based on contribution, shared
profits and prosperity for everyone.

Curious? Could this be something for you?

wendy.robinson@paraiso-verde.com

the public on the project. Councillor
Madeleine Perriere suggested staff
could advertise in the newsletter and
online. Mayor Jessica Lunn added
that the municipality welcomes
informal input from the public.

RDCK meeting on wildfires

The RDCK Emergency
Management team is inviting
residents impacted by the 2024
Slocan Lake Complex Wildfire to a
meeting at W. E. Graham Community
School Gymnasium on April 5,
from 1 to 4 pm. An anonymous
questionnaire is available online
at https://bit.ly/4hsHeg0 or paper
copies can be picked up at the Slocan
municipal office.

Harmony Festival

The Harmony Community
Festival is being planned for June 21
and 22 on the Slocan Beach. Festival
organizer Lisa Parente made several
requests of the Village. Council
agreed to extend the noise curfew
to 11 pm, to donate three monthly
gym passes for the festival’s raffle
fundraiser, and to cover the costs of
one portable toilet and a generator.

The festival will again be entry by
donation, and a family friendly event
with no alcohol being served.

Easter Egg Hunt

The annual Easter Egg hunt will
take place on Saturday, April 19
at 11 am sharp. Council agreed to
provide $150 for Easter goodies, and
to work with the applicants to find an
appropriate location, as construction
will be underway at Expo Park soccer
field on April 19.

WEGCSS report

Athank you note with a summary
of 2024 activities was received
from W. E. Graham Community
Service Society. Last year, the society
prepared over 1,300 food hampers,
and provided food to the fire evacuees
and to the SIFCo Resiliency Centre
in Appledale. In December 2024, 155
households received hampers, with
vouchers for turkey, ham or gifts; 100
children and 70 seniors received gifts.
The Food Bank Garden grew 2,050
pounds of produce and the Donation
Fridge made $900 to put back into
the garden. The society delivered
2,600 meals to seniors in their homes,
hosted 62 in-person group events
for seniors, and supported over 60
seniors through the Better at Home
program. Youth, early years, daycare,
computer access and mental health
supports continue to be provided by
the society as well.

CAO report

CAO Dehnel provided a CAO
and Project Coordinator update.
Interviews for a temporary part-time
office administrator are ongoing. A
quote has been received for a time-
delay switch to reduce light pollution
and electricity usage at the tennis
court/arena area. An RFQ is being

prepared for the breakwater project.
The Harold Street project will require
additional funds to complete. The
gardening contract has been renewed,
and staff is working on filling the

washroom cleaning contract position.
Cold weather conditions caused
freezing at the municipal office and to
the drains at the reservoir. Both were
repaired by Public Works.

Slocan’s draft 2025 budget presented

by Joanne Feenstra

Slocan’s draft 2025 budget was
presented by CFO Nathan Russ at a
council meeting on March 10.

The owner of a home of average
value ($403,314) in Slocan can expect
to pay $906 in municipal taxes this year.
Last year, the average home was worth
$424.461 and the owner paid $825 in
taxes. This translates to a 9.8% increase
in municipal taxes for the average
homeowner over last year.

The draft budget includes several
capital and one-off projects, totalling
$2.3 million. These projects are covered
mostly by grants (64% or $1.5 million),
with the rest covered by Village reserve
and surplus funds (36% or $856,363).
Some of these projects include: the
Mill Site Masterplan, expected to cost
$120,000 covered by grants; the water
system, expected to cost $225,000,
covered by Village surplus and reserves;
Harold Street phase one, expected to
cost $1 million, covered by grants of
$866,772 and Village funds of $215,170;
Walking bridge and creek bed flood
repair, expected to cost $166,500,
covered by a Disaster Fund grant. The
Expo Park Soccer Field Revitalization
has been allocated $267,000, to be paid
for from a grant ($169,947) plus Village
funds of $97,053. This is $30,000
more than originally anticipated; the
$30,000 extra is required to complete the
electrical work. Other projects on the list
include breakwater repairs ($159,390),
excavator purchase ($145,000), park

lighting upgrades ($55,000), boundary
expansion provincial pilot ($50,000),
zoning and bylaws review ($18,000),
tennis court revitalization ($8,500),
public works tools ($5,000), and heat
pump repair/replacement ($20,000).
The Slocan Valley Historical Society
submitted a successful CBT application
to partially fund a heat pump in the
archives. Dehnel stated the municipal
office may require a replacement heat
pump in 2026, and it may be more
efficient to combine efforts with the
historical society to address this.

Water user fees are expected to bring
in $158,747 this year, with expenses of
$111,020. There is $10,000 budgeted for
water planning initiatives, and $60,727
budgeted for the reserve fund. This is
a big jump over 2024’s contribution
to the water reserve fund of $28,066
and 2023’s contribution of $14,198. At
the end of 2025, the water reserve is
expected to have a balance of $236,730.

Expenditures this year also include a
$100,000 debt repayment on the mill site
loan. The original loan was $845,000,
and partial repayments were made in
2023 ($145,000), 2024 ($100,000).
At year end, the mill site loan will be
approximately $400,000. The short-term
loan expires at the end of this year, with
potential to extend it for one more year.
The options are to pay it off or transition
to along-term loan. Interest payments on
the loan have risen dramatically over the
years, from $7,289 in 2021 to $40,940 in
2023 and budgeted at $30,000 this year.

Winlaw Recycling Depot closes permanently March 31

submitted

The Winlaw Recycling Depot will
continue to service its customers until its
permanent closure on March 31, 2025.

The closest facilities to use upon
closure are the Slocan Transfer Station
(8875 Slocan South Road) or the
Crescent Valley Recycling Depot (1285
Highway 6, beside the Community Hall).

On January 16, 2025, the Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK)
Board of Directors approved the
permanent closure of the depot, located
at 5686 Highway 6 in Electoral Area H.

Closing Winlaw was one of the
recommendations of the Tipping Fee
Cost Recovery Assessment & Resource
System Efficiency Study, completed by
GHD Consulting in 2024 to identify
options for improving operational
efficiencies, cost-effectiveness and
equitability of the regions Resource
Recovery Program.

The study compared RDCK to other
regional districts, based on the hours of
operation and the number of facilities
per capita, and recommended closing

any facilities which are collecting less
than 50 kilograms of recycling per hour
of operation and are located less than
a 20-minute drive from other RDCK
facilities.

Winlaw Recycling Depot is a
satellite depot — it accepts fewer materials
than a core depot due to transportation
costs and space restrictions. It receives
approximately 40 kilograms per hour on
average of household glass, plastic and
paper products per hour of operation,
and is approximately 19 kilometres
from the Slocan core recycling depot,
and approximately 24 kilometres from
the Crescent Valley core recycling depot.

Closing Winlaw Recycling Depot
will save an estimated $40,885 annually
in operational costs, such as rent, snow
removal, hauling of collected recyclables,
staffing and supplies.

Recommendations in the study
related to tipping fee cost recovery and
operational efficiencies are still being
considered by staff and the RDCK board,
and more changes will be proposed in
2025.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

THE 2025 AGM of the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society will be held at 7:00
pm at the museum, March 31. After the
meeting we will view a few slides of
the Standard & Mammoth mines. Wear
something warm! Any questions? e-mail
silveryslocanhs @gmail.com.
SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS
GRAMMAS African Dinner! Saturday,
April 5, 5:30 at the Vallican Whole.
Vegetarian meal and entertainment, $25.
Tickets only. Contact Kathy at 250-226-

I  CLASSIFIED ADS I 15

7714 or kjmckenz@telusplanet.net.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 5 at the Slocan Valley
Legion, 502 Harold St. starting at 6:30 pm
sharp. $30 Buy-in. ADVANCE TICKETS
must be reserved by emailing 276svl@
gmail.com or by phoning 250-355-2672
or buying at Sunday Music Jams or at
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan, BC
Gaming rules will apply. We look forward
to seeing you!

THE 2025 AGM of the Slocan Valley
Chamber of Commerce will be held
Thursday, March 27, 7 pm at the Fireweed
Hub, New Denver.

SENIORS’ SOCIAL: COFFEE’S ON!!!
Slocan Park Community Hall, Tuesdays,
10-noon. April 1, 8, 15, 29.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
Society 2025 AGM: Wednesday, April 23
at 6 pm. Silverton General Store. New
members welcome.

NEW DENVER’S BELOVED
KOHAN Reflection Garden is ready
for a Spring Clean-up. This year it is
scheduled for April 12 and 13, 9 am-4
pm. There is always a delicious hot soup
lunch and door prizes. Bring work gloves
and your favourite leaf rake.
CHAMBER STRINGS AND CELLO
FOCUS July camps in Nelson are open
for registration. Amateur string players
(13+adults) are encouraged to sign up.
Early Bird deadline is April 18. Visit
www.mountainsidechambermusic.com for
details on these fun and enriching programs
directed by Jeff Faragher.

SLOCAN LAKE BOATING
ASSOCIATION AGM: Saturday April
26, 10 am at Knox Hall, New Denver.

“VEGAS” NIGHT SPRING FLING at
the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St.,
Slocan on Saturday April 26. Casino 6 pm,
*Buffet 7 pm by Pat & Peggy, 8 pm more
Casino. ADVANCE TICKETS $30 at the
Legion on Friday or Sunday evenings,
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone
250-355-2672 to reserve. Gambling chips
$.50 each. Menu: Baron of Beef, Gwangju
Chicken, Daegu Rice, Mashed Potatoes/
Gravy, Seafood Platter, Cold Cut Platter,
Cheese Platter, Pickles, Caesar Salad,
Cranberry Kale Salad, Carrot Jicama Slaw,
Potato Salad, Greek Pasta Salad, Buns,
Fruit Platter, Decorated Cake, Coffee, Tea.
Banquet worth the money even if you don’t
gamble!

FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°,15°,20°,
24°, 40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
FIFTH WHEEL FRAME - Located in
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make
an offer. 250-358-7215.
A DISABLED YOUNG MAN requires
24-hour care. The Society is seeking care

workers (certified) to provide casual relief
for six- to eight-hour shifts, one to two days
weekly. The client lives in Nelson, BC. Please
respond to bab_360_white @hotmail.com
CARE AID REQUIRED IN WINLAW:
Two days, 5 hours per day. CSIL funded. Min
$27/hr. Contact nordic.es@protonmail .com
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
250-358-7828.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can
help. For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894;
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp,
778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043;
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you
can receive free, confidential support by
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to
your local emergency room for confidential
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

[ REALESTATE ]

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!

HOME FOR SALE by owner. Two
storeys, custom built with attached five-
car garage on one acre in Nakusp, BC. The
price is variable. For more information
and/or arrange a viewing, call Ernie at
250-265-8943.

MY NAME IS BRAD and I am a single
guy on disability with Fibromyalgia. I
am looking for a new rental apartment,
bachelor suite in the Nakusp/ Slocan Valley
area. I do not smoke, drink or party. I am
a quiet individual who doesn’t own any
pets. I pay my rent in full and on time.
References available. You can call my cell
(905) 466-1374.

SPRING IS HERE!!! ELITE Cleaners will
transform and restore your home! BEST
Cleaners in the KOOTS! Call or Text 250-
551-2838, www.elite-cleaners-online.com
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer.
Please call 250-299-9841.

WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for
witnesses who used to work for the Village
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION - HOI\/IE GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

Your ad could
be here for only

$12.00 + GST

CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
« SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS
DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC
@GMAIL.COM

TSBC LEL0213780

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 151

Your ad could
be here for only

$12.00 + GST

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email creshay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.

Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Even small ads

get noticed in the
Valley Voice.
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From the Hill...

by Richard Cannings, MP, South
Okanagan-West Kootenay

For the last couple of weeks,
I have had the distinct pleasure of
awarding King Charles Coronation
Medals to deserving people around
the South Okanagan-West Kootenay
riding. One of the real perks of
being a Member of Parliament is
that you are continually meeting
folks that truly make a difference
to their communities — whether by
volunteering to support those who

really need our help, by striving
to make their communities better
places to work or play, or by simply
excelling in the arts, sports or other
sectors. And since my third and final
term as MP ended this past weekend,
I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to thank
some of these amazing citizens with
this coronation medal.

I don’t have the space here
to list all the recipients of these
awards, but I’d like to take the
time to thank all the people of

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad could
be here for only

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN

old photo retouching

VISIT
abfoto.ca

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave * New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
¢ All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Happy New Year!

Winter Hours:
Tuesday — Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

$12.00 + GST

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

COMMUNITY

South Okanagan-West Kootenay
for putting their faith in me over the
last three elections. Serving as an MP
has been a tremendous honour and
privilege. I’ve done my best to bring
your concerns and ideas to Ottawa
and tried to work collaboratively
with all other MPs to make Canada
an even better place to live.

I will admit it has been a
challenge at times. Climate change
has come upon us sooner that some
expected, with catastrophic wildfires

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

across the region, floods in the
Kettle Valley and south Okanagan,
and flash freezes in orchards and
vineyards in the past two years. The
impacts of the COVID epidemic —
that strained our healthcare system
and society in general — are still
with us.

TI'have fought hard to bring federal
supports to local communities like
Grand Forks that faced seemingly
insurmountable challenges. When
Oliver was facing a huge bill to repair

STUMP GRINDING)

AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote:
250-353-2414

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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their irrigation canal, I managed to
finally change the Ottawa’s disaster
funding formula to fit such situations.
Unfortunately, that federal decision
came too late for Oliver, but it
will benefit other communities in
the future. I've campaigned for a
national wildfire fighting force to
respond quickly and decisively to
wildfire threats across the country.
While the federal government has
been a disappointment for bold

Continued on page 17

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

+ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records ¢ Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
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From the Hill...

continued from page 16

climate action, we must keep up the
pressure on governments to provide
supports for communities to adapt
to the crisis that will be with us for
decades to come.

And now we face a huge
challenge from an entirely
unexpected quarter — our friends to
the south in the United States. I sat
on the International Trade committee
in Ottawa, and I have to admit none
of us could have predicted such

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

sudden and devastating actions.
Canadians have rallied to support
local businesses and industries
and travel to the United States has
dropped dramatically. This will be a
difficult and painful time for many
of us, but as Canadians I know we
will prevail.

But it underscores the need for
all of us to take care of those who
truly need help in these times. Even
before the Trump trade war started,
many Canadians couldn’t afford

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

or even find a place to call home,
grocery prices were skyrocketing,
and our healthcare system was
struggling to function. In the past
few years, we have made dramatic
steps forward to support those in
need, with dental care now available
to millions of Canadians for the first
time, pharmacare starting to provide
relief for millions who can’t afford to
fill their prescriptions, and childcare
for young families.

But there are still big challenges

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

ahead. All levels of government must
step up to rapidly build affordable
housing across the country, provide
supports for people with disabilities
who continue to live in poverty, and
boldly tackle the mental health and
poisoned drug-supply crises with
wrap-around services to all who
need them.

There are some who would cut
these services, but this is certainly
not the time for that. And we need to
tackle one of the biggest challenges

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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of all — the relentlessly growing
gap between the ultra-rich and the
rest of society. The idea of a wealth
tax and an excess profit tax for big
corporations has broad support
across Canadian society, and we
need a government that is bold
enough to do that.

Thank you one and all for your
support and engagement over the last
ten years. Together we can continue
to make Canada a greener, fairer and
more prosperous country.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts
Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available

Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.

250-551-8605

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
April 4,
2025

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office
located in Winlaw.
Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad
could be
here for

only $20.00
+ GST
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RDCK budget presented to Kaslo and Area D residents

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

On March 10, representatives
from the Regional District of Central
Kootenay presented the 2025 draft
budget to Kaslo and Area D residents.

RDCK Chief Financial Officer
Yev Malloff led the presentation, with
Area D Director Aimee Watson and
Village of Kaslo Director Suzan Hewat
available for questions.

Malloff’s presentation was based
on the February 25 draft of the budget.
It has since been revised and the RDCK
board adopted the final draft at its
March 20 board meeting.

In the final budget, the overall
average tax increase for the whole
region is 6.6% — up slightly from 6.5%
in the February 25 draft. The RDCK
will bring in almost $45 million in
taxes this year.

Kaslo and Area D residents will see
tax increases — but fortunately, the final
March 20 increases are lower than the
February 25 draft.

Kaslo residents will pay 6.8% more
in RDCK taxes this year (8.6% in the

February draft) than last year, and Area
D residents will pay 12.6% more (14%
in the February draft). Area D Director
Watson said she worked to reduce
taxation for her residents using grants,
and assessing where other service
reductions could be made.

Malloff spoke to the new asset
management specialist position. The
RDCK is working to implement an
asset management plan — a requirement
for many external grant streams,
particularly the Community Works
Fund (CWF). Many rural areas rely
on the CWF to operate community
halls, community water systems,
recreation services, and local telecom
infrastructure. To receive this funding,
asset management plans are essential.
Recruitment for this position is planned
for later this year.

Malloff also walked through the
budget service by service. Please
note these numbers are based on the
February 25 draft budget that Malloff
used for his presentation; numbers
in the final draft may have changed
slightly.

Rural Administration was slated
for a25% increase. Only rural residents
pay into this service. It covers overhead
for regional fire services and bylaw
enforcement. Bylaws vary by area, and
Director Watson noted that only the
noise bylaw applies to Area D.

General Administration, which all
electoral area and municipal residents
pay into, was only set to increase by
8%. Included in this service is corporate
administration, finance, information
technology, and human resources.

Though the Recreation and Parks
service was only set to increase by
about 4.8%, some notable work is
planned for the three parks in Kaslo
and Area D. While the 2024 fires
didn’t impact the Glacier Creek
campground, much of the surrounding
area was affected. Over the next few
years, staff will work on adding a
secondary emergency egress road, and
washrooms are set to be replaced this
year. Lardeau Regional Park will see
new picnic tables and a dog waste bag
station, along with continued riparian
improvements and invasive plant

removal. Ainsworth Historical Wharf
will get new accessible picnic tables.

The Central Resource Recovery
Service includes transfer stations,
recycling depots, and landfills from
Salmo, through to Nelson, and up to
Kaslo and Area D. This service was set
to rise by 8% with a 10% tipping fee
increase. Changes to how contaminated
wood waste is managed will come
into effect in May. Expansion of the
Grohman Recycling Depot is planned
for the fall.

A 28% increase was planned for
911 Communications, due to a rise in
contracted service costs (by $56,000)
for external 911 dispatch (out of
Kelowna) and fire dispatch (out of
Prince George). $30,000 will fund the
migration to Next Generation 911, a
digital system that will replace the
traditional network and allow users
to send text messages and videos.
$100,000 from reserves will fund
new radio infrastructure, including
repeaters.

The new Area D Medical First
Responder service will bring in about
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$60,000 in requisitions this year. This
service provides first responder services
outside of the Kaslo fire protection area.

Transit was set to rise by 35%.
Kaslo and Area D residents pay into
the Kootenay Lake West service.
Malloff noted the complicated, often
unfair allocation model for this service
especially for rural areas. But by 2026
there could be a new re-apportionment
plan, he said. Director Watson said this
is a service that Area D might want to
consider withdrawing from; it’s hard to
make a case for a service that sees large
vehicles travelling significant distances
with very few passengers, particularly
when considering climate change.
For one bus a week, it costs close to
$60,000, she said.

Meadow Creek and Pine Ridge
residents pay into the mosquito control
program. Based on a $250,000 assessed
property value, the cost is about $243
per Meadow Creek resident and $62.72
per Pine Ridge resident. However,
Director Watson uses grants to decrease
the cost of this service as much as
possible.

Kaslo council, March 11: Village to partner with RDCK for EDMA Indigenous engagement requirements

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the RDCK to collaborate
on the Indigenous engagement
requirements of the Emergency
Disaster Management Act (EDMA).

EDMA requires municipalities
and regional districts to work with
the Indigenous governing bodies
whose traditional territories or treaty
lands fall within their emergency
management authority.

The Village will pool $15,000
of its Indigenous Engagement
Requirements (IER) funding —
received from the Province in
March 2024 — with the RDCK
to hire a consultant to facilitate
the engagement process. Electoral
areas and other interested partner
municipalities have also pooled
their funds.

The Village received a total

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily )
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting
\- Weekly Instore Specials

of $40,000 from the IER funding
stream. The RDCK requested that
all $40,000 be pooled. However,
Kaslo would like to use some funds
for Indigenous engagement on other
eligible Village projects — specifically
flood and erosion mitigation, source
water protection planning, and the
FireSmart program.

“A component of these three
initiatives is fostering our relationship
with the Indigenous community
and ensuring their interests are
represented,” said CAO Robert
Baker in his March 6 staff report.
“It would be prudent of the Village
to allocate a portion of our provincial
funding towards this work.”

Baker says in his report that
Village staff have had discussions
with the Ministry of Emergency
Management and Climate Change, as
well as RDCK staff, and there doesn’t
appear to be a clear justification for
the Village to contribute $40,000 as
requested by RDCK.

Logger Sports

Council deemed the 2025
Kaslo Logger Sports (KLS), held
during May Days, an ‘Event of
Significance.’

Since 1986
A new assortment of solar
balloon lights has just arrived.
New spring dresses too!
Open Tuesday-Saturday.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

The request was made by the
Kaslo and District Arena Association.
Being an ‘Event of Significance’ will
allow the association to charge higher
prices for alcoholic beverages at its
beer garden, to meet its fundraising
goals without imposing a cover
charge.

Municipal grants

Eight community groups will
receive municipal grants for a total
of $3,899.

Kaslo and District Community
Forest Society (KDCFS): $500 for
virtual meeting equipment; Kaslo
Community Acupuncture Society:
$500 for supplies and facility rental
fees; Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and
Trails Society (KORTS): $500 for

an arborist to remove hazard trees on
local trails; Kaslo Wild Ultra: $500
for a timing system for the local race
event; Kaslo Search and Rescue:
$499 for supplies to restock trauma
kits; Kootenay Lake Independent
School Society (KLISS): $500 for
snacks and a lunch program for
children; Langham Cultural Society:
$400 to support the Kootenay
Roots Show; Kaslo Car Show ‘n
Shine: $500 to offset expenses for
advertising and insurance.

Two applications — from Kaslo
Community Garden Society and
Kootenay Lake Historical Society
— were deemed ineligible since the
organizations didn’t submit reports
demonstrating how they used funds

from last year. KLISS submitted its
report late, and Kaslo Car Show ‘n
Shine submitted its whole application
late, but council accepted both.

In 2025, the Village has $7,500
total to dole out by way of municipal
grants. Council uses the municipal
grant policy to guide its decisions,
which gives priority to organizations
not receiving permissive or statutory
tax exemptions.

Active transportation
open house

An open house is scheduled
for April 1 to present the Village’s
new Active Transportation Network
Plan. The open house will be from
6 to 8 pm in the Heritage Hall of St.
Andrews United Church.

BCGEU files complaint against Western Pacific Marine for bad faith bargaining

submitted by BCGEU

After weeks of extensive bargaining
in an attempt to reach a fair agreement,
the B.C. General Employees” Union
(BCGEU) is filing a formal complaint
of bad faith bargaining against Western
Pacific Marine (WPM) with the Labour
Relations Board. The complaint stems
from what the union considers a
significant breakdown in negotiations
following the company’s recent
actions.

For the past several weeks,
BCGEU representatives have spent
countless hours at the bargaining table
with WPM, hopeful that an agreement
could be reached to ensure the
sustainability of essential ferry services
in the Kootenays. Despite these efforts,
WPM'’s conduct throughout the process
has been deeply troubling.

“After weeks of productive
discussions and continued hope for

a resolution, WPM’s recent actions in
offering a drastic cut to wage proposals
demonstrate a clear lack of good faith
in the bargaining process,” said Paul
Finch, president of the BCGEU. “The
company’s decision to change its
position at the final hour — cutting its
offer on wages by more than 60% from
previous offers — leaves us no choice
but to pursue charges of bad faith
bargaining with the Labour Relations
Board.”

The complaint filed with the
Labour Relations Board will address
what the union perceives as a violation
of fair bargaining practices, specifically
citing WPM’s failure to engage in
meaningful negotiations in good faith.

BCGEU members have been
engaged in job action since October
2024, and WPM’s recent wage
offer stands in stark contrast to the
agreements reached by other inland

ferry operators, who agreed to industry-
standard contracts in November 2024.

“We’ve put in the time and effort to
try to reach a fair deal with WPM, but
their actions have made it clear to us
they are not willing to negotiate in good
faith,” Finch said. “We will continue to
advocate for the workers who are the
backbone of these essential services
and will pursue every avenue to ensure
their rights are protected.”

Notice of court
hearing

The court hearing for Kaslo
resident Tamara Patricia Balla vs
the Human Rights Tribunal of BC
has been rescheduled for the week
of April 14,2025.

It was originally scheduled for
the week of March 24.

The exact date will be known the
week of April 7.
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by Jan McMurray

More than 70 riders came out to the
annual poker run hosted by the Arrow
Lakes Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club
on February 22.

Held for many years now at Mount
Ingersol near Arrow Park on the west
side of Arrow Lake, the poker run is the
club’s main fundraiser. This year, the
event netted $3,200 for the club.

“It’s growing every year,” said Mark
Aichele, club president. “We had people
from Kelowna, Revelstoke, Nelson,
throughout the valley and two members
from the BC Snowmobile Federation
came out to support us, as well.”

To participate, riders register at the
club’s booth at the Arrow Park ferry
landing, and purchase one hand for $10
or three hands for $25. A single card
is drawn for each hand at the outset,
and then there are five stops along the
way. The last stop is the club’s Ingersol
Cabin, where the top three hands win
cash ($200, $150 and $50), and there are
door prizes, a raffle and refreshments.

“At Ingersol, there are trails from
junior to extreme, so the whole family
can come and ride the trails to the cabin,”
Aichele said.

Rick Orr groomed the trails for
the event and did an “awesome job,”
Aichele said. Now that Aichele is retired,
he says he hopes to get out and do more
grooming next year.

Club membership is growing,
Aichele says, from 180 to 325 this year.
The club’s area extends from Rosebery to
Nakusp to the turnoff to Trout Lake, and
includes the popular Harlow Mountain
and Mount Ingersol riding areas. He
says their proximity to Revelstoke, a
well-known snowmobiling area, is one
reason for the club’s growth. “Our trails
are not as busy as Revelstoke’s and it’s
new terrain for those riders,” he said.
“The average rider in Revelstoke will
lay out $380 a day —it’s a multi-million-
dollar industry.”

An Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders
membership comes with a permit,
required to ride in the Nakusp area
because it is caribou habitat. Before
going out for the day, riders must check
a website for any caribou closures. The
site is updated daily by a government
biologist. Mount Ingersol is not in
caribou habitat, so there is no permit
necessary to ride there.

The club used to host two poker
runs — one at Harlow in February and
one at Mount Ingersol in March. Harlow
became impossible in 2018 because of
caribou presence, and because snow
conditions are not reliable in March
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Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders hosts successful poker run

anymore, the club has been hosting just
the Ingersol run in February.

CMH Kootenay in Nakusp donated this 2017
Skidoo Expedition snowmobile to the Summit
Lake Ski Hill this year. The three happy guys in
the photo are Eric Waterfield, president of the
ski association, Ed Evans of CMH Kootenay,
and Paul Damm, manager of the ski hill.

CORRECTION

In ‘Wa Shumi event in Sandon
explores Japanese hobbies’ in our
February 27 issue, there were a few
inaccuracies. Hyakunin Isshu (a
card game) was spelled incorrectly.
Sandon was not the first internment
camp to be established, but the first
to be filled to capacity. The camp was
referred to as ‘Camp Hell Hole,’ not
‘Camp Hell.” Elderly men were not
housed in the Miners Union Hall, but
in the Sandon Hotel, other hotels in
town and the hospital.

KITTEN COMING SOON!

A very sweet, wee manx grey tabby
kitten will be available soon!

For more information, leave a voice
message and we will call you back.
Phone PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp

(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Wayne and Selena Allard at this year's Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders Poker Run.

We would like to thank the following people and business
for their prize donations. Here is a list of the donors:

DONOR
Kyle Ridge
BDM
NORS
Playmor Power Products
Main Jet
Gilberts
Hilltop Convenience
Home Hardware
Hoss & Jill's
Touch of Fashion
NAPA
Arrow & Anchor
Dollar store
CMH
Kal Tire
Trail Tire
Hufty’s
Save on Foods
Innerspace Watersports
Nacfor
KSCU
CIBC
She Shreds
Hewats
Tiya Volansky
Pepsi

NAME
Kyle Ridge
Brian Bidoski
Wayne Halvorson
Jim Bradbury
Kevin westerhaug

Mike & Tracy Smith
steven Fergusson
Jill Cann
Cheryl Black
Haley Jones
Ryan & Kathleen
Val Hill
Maureen
Andrew Minchin
David Olson
Leanne Jansen
Riley & Amanda
Chad Edwards
Skye Cunningham
Laura Katchen
Natasha Rosin
Julie-Ann Chapman
Leanne Jansen
Tiya Volansky
Eric Olson

LOCATION
Nakusp
Vernon
Nakusp

Playmor Junction
Nelson
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Vernon
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nakusp
Nelson
Nakusp
Nakusp

Cranbrook

We also need to thank our members that made the event a success:
- Mark Aeichele, President, - Chris Prediger, VP, - Shawn Keats, Secretary/Treasur-
er, - Morgann Britton, Event Liaison, - Wayne and Selena Allard, - Kelly Hascarl, - Alex
Marshall, - Damin Devlin, - Tyson Volansky, - Dawson Bone, - Jack Watt, - Rick Schmidt,
- Sunday Schultz, - Rick Orr for grooming, - R & A Logging for donating the groomer fuel,
- Ray Hascarl who donated the enclosed trailer for our registration booth,
Plus a special thanks to all that came out to support. on a rainy/snowy/cloudy day !
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Nakusp expo supports seniors, celebrates volunteers

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

There was a lineup before
the doors even opened for the
2025 Living Well Senior and
Volunteer Expo on March
15 at the Nakusp arena
auditorium.

Sponsored by Arrow and
Slocan Lakes Community
Services (ASLCS) and
United Way BC, the event
offered information booths
on local services for seniors,
celebrated local volunteers,
and provided opportunities
to sign up to volunteer in
the community. Robins Nest
Catering provided a free soup
and sandwich lunch.

“Seniors carry stories of
the past — lessons learned,
traditions passed down, and
values that define who we are
as a community,” said Mayor
Tom Zeleznik in his address
to the crowd. “They remind
us where we come from and
help guide us toward where
we need to go.”

Many local services —
whether for seniors or the wider
community — simply wouldn’t
exist without volunteers, he
said. He did his best to list
the impressive number of
volunteer organizations that
keep the Village thriving, but

apologized for any he may
have missed.

“How do you measure
the heart of a community?”
he said. “We measure it by
the hands that reach out to
help, by the people who give
their time, skills, and energy
to ensure that no one is left
behind.”

Kate Grout, Volunteer and
Communication Coordinator,
was recruiting folks for
ASLCS’s roster of volunteers.
The program connects
registered volunteers to
organizations and individuals.
For more information, visit
aslcs.com/volunteer. Youth
are welcome to sign up, too.

“Everyone has unique
skills and strengths,” said
Zeleznik. “When we each
contribute, even a little,
the collective impact is
extraordinary.”

Local services for seniors

Here are just some of
the many supports available
for seniors in the Arrow and
Slocan Lakes area.

United Way BC’s Better
at Home program supports
seniors with non-medical
needs to help them continue
living independently in
their homes. Delivered by
ASLCS, services include

when snd whom i was nesdord. He loeves bahing his wifo Judy, children
Jean {Darmn} Howst Rodney {Carmpn} srad Kim Hetick. Smudchiidrn
Bryan, Lsurs Hewst, Leanne {Robert} Jansen, Bmdiey (Sara} Dupuls, Pelpge
Dupuls Keyman]. Grost Grandchbdren Danls] & Hodson Howst and
Brookiyn Jeraon. Adrden pessod swey st se 31, his ashes are pleoed ot
the Nakap Compiony. The family tuly appradsted the reeogniidon of
Adrian’s I with your presence st tho Colobmtion of His Life, the besutiful
cands Nliad with such meaningful wonds of lssting comiort. Ta tuse who
anhanced the food hie we thank you Spedll thanks o the Care Alds at
Minio Housp, Telordon Placn In Castiogar and the Mow Dorwor Pevilan for
their wondorful cana Thank you sveryne The Dupuls Familles.

light housekeeping, friendly
visiting, grocery shopping,
snow removal, transportation,
and minor home repairs.
Service costs are based
on a sliding scale, with
some offered for free. For
more information, contact
coordinator Louella Cann at
250-265-0476, or visit aslcs.
com/betterathome.

BC Emergency Health
Services (BCEHS) provides
community paramedicine
to the area. The free program
offers primary healthcare
services in patients’ homes.
Community paramedics care
mostly for older patients
with chronic diseases, or
those at risk of falling or in
need of palliative care. They
visit patients’ homes once
a week for at least an hour.
Community paramedicine is
offered in partnership with
local healthcare providers
with the goal of improving
healthcare in rural and
remote communities. For
more information, email
CommunityParamedicine@
beehs.ca, or visit becehs.ca and
click on ‘Our Services.’

West Kootenay Nav-
CARE is a free program that
provides support to seniors
and adults with declining

health. Either in-person or
over the phone, specially
trained volunteers offer
companionship and emotional
support, and help individuals
cope with life changes.
Volunteers also connect
individuals to resources and
services in the community.
For more information, contact
Nakusp and area coordinator
Karen Scott by phone at 250-
265-8765, or email nakusp@
westkootenaynavcare.org.

Karen is also the ASLCS
Seniors Community
Connector. She offers social
prescribing, which connects
seniors with the supports they
need. Older adults looking
for confidential help with
social isolation, emotional
well-being, confidence and
purpose, healthy lifestyle
choices, life changing events,
and finances, housing, and
benefits can contact Karen at
250-265-0501 (office) or 778-
206-8655 (cell).

Nurses provide
professional foot care through

Sole Focus Nursing Foot
Health Services. Services
include diabetic foot health;
callus and corn treatment; nail
trimming, filing, and sanding;
custom padding; ingrown or
deformed nails; nail fungus;
reflexology; and more. Phone
250-265-2503, or book online
via info@nakuspfeet.com or
nakuspfeet.com. Sole Focus
offers a satellite clinic in
Edgewood and is working
to provide service to New
Denver.

The ASLCS Community
and Medical Bus offers
service to the Okanagan
on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month.
The bus leaves the Nakusp
ASLCS office at 7 am,
arriving in Vernon at 10:30 am
and Kelowna at 11:30 am. The
bus leaves Kelowna at 1:30
pm and Vernon at 2:30 pm.
The deadline to book a seat is
noon on the Tuesday prior to
travel. Medical appointments
take priority, but all riders
are welcome. Return trips
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to Vernon are $20, and $25
for Kelowna. To book, call
250-265-3674. ASLCS is
seeking bus drivers; interested
individuals may phone the
same number.

For assistance with food,
there’s the food bank, known
as Annabelle’s Bin. The food
bank is open on Thursday
and Friday from 9 am to 12
pm, and 1 to 4 pm. Access is
via the back entrance of the
ASLCS office, located at 205
6th Avenue NW. Annabelle’s
Bin also accepts donations,
including fresh produce,
during the same opening
hours.

Meals on Wheels
provides nutritious meals
delivered to your home. For
more information, phone 250-
265-3674 ext. 213 or visit
aslcs.com/mealsonwheels.

For a list of even more
supports for seniors, visit
aslcs.com/for-seniors2, or
call the Nakusp office at 250-
265-3674, or the New Denver
office at 250-358-2433.

Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation of Canada will restore 200 hectares of whitebark pine around Arrow Lakes and
Slocan Lake with support from Columbia Basin Trust.

Whitebark pine restoration project for Arrow and Slocan Lakes

submitted

A project to restore
whitebark pine in the Arrow and
Slocan Lakes areas has received
$524,000 from the Columbia
Basin Trust.

The Whitebark Pine
Ecosystem Foundation of
Canada will restore 200 hectares
of high elevation whitebark
pine ecosystems in areas that
experienced recent wildfire burns
in areas surrounding Arrow and
Slocan Lakes.

Whitebark pine stands have a
vital, symbiotic relationship with
the entire environment, but are
now classified as an endangered
species under the federal Species
at Risk Act.

This spring, Whitebark Pine
Ecosystem Foundation of Canada
will begin cone collection and
the extraction of 300,000 seeds
from 100 healthy trees. In early
2026, these seeds will transform
into 150,000 seedlings. The
plan then is to plant 50,000
seedlings per year between 2027
and 2029 to restore 200 hectares
of high elevation ecosystems
surrounding Arrow Lakes and
Slocan Lake.

“As an organization,
our mission is devoted to the
conservation and stewardship
of whitebark pine ecosystems
through partnerships, science-
based active management
restoration, research and

education,” said project lead
Adrian Leslie. “This project
highlights our mission and will
contribute to the recovery of the
species at a local level.”

The species is under threat
on a variety of fronts. Pathogens
in the form of a fungal disease
known as white pine blister rust
is a main culprit. Pine beetle
outbreaks, increased competition
from shade-loving trees caused
by fire suppression and the
ultimate effects of climate change
are all leading causes that have
pushed the species to the brink.

Advertise in the Valley
Voice. It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca




