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King Charles III Coronation Medals awarded to local residents
To mark the coronation of King 

Charles III, 30,000 Coronation 
Medals have been awarded across 
Canada to those “who have made 
significant contributions to the 
country, a province, territory, region 
or community, or an achievement 
abroad that brings benefit or honour 
to Canada.”

Several medals were presented 
recently to Slocan Valley residents 
Marcia Braundy, Corky Evans, Leah 
Main and Burly Van Bynen at the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre, 
Nakusp resident Karen Hamling at 
the United Church, and Edgewood 
resident Bill Dummett in Enderby.
Marcia Braundy

Dr. Marcia Braundy is  a 
pioneering feminist, educator, and 
social change activist whose work 
has transformed opportunities for 
women in trades and technology. A 
Red Seal construction carpenter, she 
has built everything from Victorian 
restorations to coal silos and was a 
key force behind the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre from 1973 to 
2016.

A national leader in advancing 
women in skilled trades, she 
developed the Orientation to 
Trades & Technology curriculum, 
used across Canada. She was the 
founding National Coordinator of 
Women in Trades & Technology 
National Network (WITTNN), 
growing grassroots WITT groups 
from 6 to over 40. Her leadership 
shaped national policies, including 
serving on federal and provincial 
apprenticeship boards, chairing 
equity committees, and pioneering 
initiatives to integrate women into 
technical workforces.

Her groundbreaking PhD 
dissertation, Men & Women & 
Tools: Investigating Male Resistance 
to Women in Trades & Technology, 
explored barriers women face in 
skilled trades. She also co-developed 
and delivered a seminar for men on 
integrating women into technical 
fields, presented 40 times nationwide.

Dr. Braundy continues to make a 
lasting impact. In 2020, she revised 
her national study on best practices 
for women in apprenticeship, 
influencing government action. She 
also curates KootenayFeminism.
com and is leading the development 
of a Digital Archive of Equity in 
Apprenticeship & Technical Fields, 
set to launch in 2025.

Her contributions have been 
recognized with numerous awards, 
including the 2023 Canadian 
Apprenticeship Forum Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 
2024 Build A Dream Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Upon receiving 
the honor, her response was simply: 
“But I’m not done!”
Corky Evans 

For over five decades, Corky 
Evans has been a pillar of leadership, 
resilience, and advocacy in British 
Columbia. A long-time resident of 
Winlaw, Corky’s journey has been 
defined by his commitment to the 
land, the people, and the future of 
the Columbia Basin.

Corky spent 20 years as a logger 
and woodworker, deeply connected 
to the forests and communities of the 
Slocan Valley. His passion for local 
governance and advocacy led him 
to serve as Regional Director for the 
Slocan Valley for five years before 

MP Richard Cannings presented King Charles III Coronation Medals to Slocan Valley residents Leah Main, Burly Van Bynen (accepted by Joanna Van Bynen), 
Corky Evans and Marcia Braundy at a ceremony at the Vallican Whole Community Centre on the morning of March 5.

Karen Hamling received a King’s Coronation Medal, presented by MP Richard Cannings, at a gathering at the United Church in Nakusp in the afternoon of March 5.

MP Mel Arnold honoured Edgewood resident Bill Dummett with a King’s Coronation Medal at a ceremony in Enderby on March 7.continued on page 2
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MOSS LOVE
According to the Moss Appreciation Society 
( ), mosses hold water in soil and humidify 
the air, which helps other plants thrive. 
Among the first plants to move into dis-
turbed sites, including burns, their root-like 
rhizoids hold soil together. Mosses speed 
the movement of nitrogen, phosphorus, 
carbon etc. through ecosystems and are 
the perfect medium for jump-starting the 
recovery of badly degraded soils.  

Willi Jahnke
February 27, 1950 to February 21, 2025

After a colourful, adventurous  
and definitely never boring life 
Willi died at the Hamlets Complex 
Care Home in Penticton just 6 
days short of his 75 birthday from 
complications related to Alzheimer’s 
disease.

He is survived by his wife and 
partner of 47 years Ulli Mueller, 
his much beloved daughter Vanessa 
(Carl Nystrom), sister Liselotte Arndt 
(Siegfried), brother Hans Bartel 
(Hildegard) and many nieces and 

nephews and their families in Germany.
Willi was born in Berlin, Germany in 1950. He attended university 

studying mechanics but quickly found that his calling was music and, 
although still underage he landed a gig as a disc jockey that led to various 
careers involving music, including owning his own music production 
agency, managing various bands, and being part of the band “Alcatraz.” 
He also started the still famous 
nightclub called “Muelltonne” in his 
then hometown of Stade. 

After a holiday in BC Willi 
decided to leave Germany in 1981 
to start a new adventure in Nakusp 
alongside Ulli. Soon Vanessa joined 
their little family and after doing the 
“back to the land thing” on the Home 
Ranch, opening the “Nakusp Deli”, 
joining the mushroom trade, and 
doing two stints as a land developer, 
Willi returned to his love of music. 
He opened Wylie’s Pub and Picardo 
Restaurant, renowned for live music 
and epic parties. After the sale of the 
pub/restaurant Willi looked for new 
adventures and found his calling in 
organizing the Nakusp Music Fest. 
Over several years Willi brought 
many famous music acts to town and 
he was proud of putting “Nakusp on the map”.

Outside of his professional life Willi loved projects like building a 
houseboat with his friend Rob, digging ponds and garden beds in the back 
yard or renovating the home that he loved. For many years on Fridays at 
4:31 pm he would gather with his buddies Wes, Doug and Dan to solve 
all the problems of the world over a beer or two, or three. He had a great 
sense of humour, was always ready for a chuckle, and above all he had 
a big heart for his friends and family. He loved soccer (go Herta BSC!), 
good food, history, antic everything, and single malt. His favourite, most 
quoted saying was “Music is my life!”. He will be missed. 

There will be no service by request.

DID YOU BUY 
YOUR FIRST 
HOME IN 2024?
You could be eligible for a tax rebate 
of up to $1,500 with the First-Time 
Home Buyers’ Tax Credit.

Speak with a Tax 
Expert today.
316 Broadway St W 
Nakusp, BC
250-265-4051

stepping onto the provincial stage.
Over the course of 14 years as an 

MLA, Corky ran for provincial office 
five times, winning three. He served 

King Charles III Coronation Medals awarded to local residents
in key roles in government, but 
his most cherished experience was 
as Minister of Agriculture, where 
he worked tirelessly to strengthen 
BC’s farming communities and food 
security.

Beyond elected office, Corky’s 
greatest legacy is his role in helping 
build and defend the Columbia 
Basin Trust – a transformative 
initiative ensuring that the resources 
of the Columbia Basin benefit the 
communities that call it home. His 
dedication to local decision-making 
and environmental stewardship has 
had a lasting impact on generations 
of residents.

Today, Corky enjoys life on his 
land in Winlaw, growing and selling 

food, staying connected to the land he 
has long fought to protect. His story is 
one of dedication, perseverance, and 
service – a testament to the power of 
community and the importance of 
standing up for what truly matters.

Corky Evans is a visionary 
leader, advocate, and champion of 
the Columbia Basin, whose work 
continues to shape the future of 
British Columbia.
Leah Main

Leah has been a driving force 
in municipal leadership, advocating 
for collaborative, sustainable 
communities and ensuring that rural 
voices are heard at every level of 
government.

For 14 years, she has served as 
a Village Councillor in Silverton, 
where her leadership has played 
a pivotal role in shaping the 
community’s growth, resilience, 
and sustainability. Her dedication to 
local governance extends far beyond 
her village – she has taken her 
advocacy national, serving multiple 
terms on the executive of the board 
of directors for the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities. Through 
this role, she has been a steadfast 
champion for rural issues, ensuring 
that small communities receive the 
recognition and resources they need 
to thrive.

Leah firmly believes that 
municipalities succeed when 
they work together, embracing 
partnerships and forward-thinking 
solutions. Her immeasurable 
contributions to local governance 
and community-building have 
strengthened her region, making 
her a pillar of leadership and an 
inspiration to those around her.

Her unwavering commitment 
to public service, advocacy, and 
collaboration continues to leave a 
lasting impact on her community 
and beyond.
Burly Van Bynen

Burly was a dedicated public 
servant, a tireless volunteer, and 
a true pillar of his community. 
His years of service as Mayor of 
Slocan City from 2002 to 2005 and 
as a councillor for multiple terms 
between 1996 and 2022 were marked 
by his deep commitment to the 
people and the place he loved.

Beyond politics, Burly was a 
champion of community spirit. For 
decades, he maintained the outdoor 
ice rink, giving families and children 
a place to gather, skate, and make 
memories. He was a familiar face 
at the annual Halloween event, 
volunteering every year to ensure 
that the celebration was filled with 
fun and laughter.

Burly’s kindness, selflessness, 
and eagerness to help others defined 
his life – and ultimately led to his 
tragic passing. On June 21, he was 
struck and killed while rushing to 
the aid of schoolchildren after their 
bus went off the road and down an 
embankment.

He died a hero, doing what he 
did best – helping others. His legacy 
of service, generosity, and courage 
will forever be remembered by the 
community he loved and served so 
faithfully.

Burly’s wife, Joanna Van Bynen, 
accepted the award on his behalf.
Karen Hamling

Karen has  been a  p i l la r 
of leadership and dedication in 
Nakusp and beyond. She served 

on Nakusp Village Council for 11 
years before becoming Mayor for 
13 years, where she played a vital 
role in shaping the community. She 
contributed to numerous committees, 
including serving as Vice-Chair 
of the Columbia River Treaty 
Local Governments Committee. A 
trailblazer, Karen became the first 
elected female Chair of the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, a 
position she held for four years until 
her retirement in 2018.

Her contributions have been 
recognized with prestigious honors, 
including the Queen’s Jubilee Medal, 
an Honorary Diploma in Community 
Leadership from Selkirk College, 
and a Life Membership in the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments.

A m o n g  h e r  m a n y 
accomplishments, Karen takes 
the greatest pride in spearheading 
upgrades  to  the  emergency 
department at Arrow Lakes Hospital, 
revitalizing Broadway Street in 
Nakusp, and advocating for the 
return of $4 million to forestry 
workers after Interfor’s bankruptcy. 
She is a founding member of both 
the Nakusp and Area Community 
Foundation and the Nakusp and Area 
Community Forest.

Karen continues to serve her 
community as Chair of Robertson 
M e m o r i a l  U n i t e d  C h u r c h . 
However, she considers her greatest 
achievement to be her 48-year 
marriage to her husband, John, her 
steadfast supporter. Together, they 
take pride in their two children, 
six grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.
Bill Dummett

Bill is the long-time chief of 
the Edgewood Fire Department and 
served as president of the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 203 for 
several years. His efforts during 
the 2021 wildfire season, and year 
to year, have shown his dedication 
in making Edgewood a safe and 
enjoyable place to live. Bill has 
played key roles in the development 
of not only the Edgewood Fire 
Department and Legion, but of 
the entire community. During the 
2021 wildfire season, they found 
out that the Edgewood firefighters’ 
radios were not compatible with 
the provincial system, so he led a 
successful campaign to get a grant 
from Kenwood Canada for new 
radios so they’d be interoperable 
with other emergency operations, 
making tech in the community much 
more efficient.

continued from page 1
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by Jan McMurray
After the provincial 

government’s apology to 
the Doukhobor people last 
February for forcibly taking 
them to residential school in 
New Denver in the 1950s, 
many of the affected people 
were not entirely satisfied. 
This was because they hadn’t 
been consulted about the 
$10 million compensation 
package that was announced 
along with the apology. 

Although there has 
been consultation and some 
compensation received since 
the apology was made, 
the New Denver Living 
Survivors Committee still 
feels marginalized and 
unheard. “The Attorney 
G e n e r a l ’s  o f f i c e  h a s 
constantly been in contact 
with us but they are not 
answering our questions 
or our requests. They are 
working off a pre-determined 
plan rather than going by our 
needs,” the committee told 
the Valley Voice.

The Lost Voices of 
New Denver Advocacy 
Group, which represents the 
descendants of the deceased 
Doukhobors who attended 
the residential school, also 
says their questions to 
the government are going 
unanswered. “We’ve asked 
for transparency about how 
decisions are being made 
– but we’ve received no 
answers,” said Lorraine 
Saliken Walton of the Lost 
Voices group.

The New Denver Living 
Survivors Committee reports 
that consultation began last 
spring and summer, and 
all living residential school 
survivors have received 
$18,000 each in personal 
compensation. 

However,  there are 
t w o  m o r e  g r o u p s  t o 
be compensated.  This 
compensation will happen 
t h i s  s p r i n g / s u m m e r , 
according to a recent update 
from the Attorney General’s 
office. 

The Living Survivors say 
that in the initial meetings 
with the Attorney General’s 
office, they were told they 
would be compensated first, 
as they are getting old and 
reaching the end of their 
lives, and because validifying 
the living survivors would 
be much simpler than 
validifying the descendants.

After spending a lot 

Doukhobors receiving personal compensation for New Denver residential school fiasco
of time on video calls last 
summer with the Attorney 
General’s office to make 
sure no living survivors were 
missed, the committee says 
all 93 or 94 living survivors 
that they know of have been 
offered the compensation 
package. 

“We were quite happy 
with how quickly the 
living survivors received 
their money – by the end 
of August/beginning of 
September last year – but 
then things got delayed 
because of the election,” 
the committee said. “So 
some people are getting 
frustrated.”

The two remaining 
groups to be compensated 
include the descendants 
of the living and deceased 
Doukhobor people who 
attended the residential 
school, and people who 
were held in New Denver 
following a raid on a Perry 
Siding Sons of Freedom 
camp on September 9, 1953. 
This latter group is referred 
to in the Attorney General’s 
update as “children taken to 
New Denver who were not 
of school age.”

The raid happened on 
September 9, 1953, before 
the New Denver facility 
(present-day health centre) 
became the residential school 
dormitory in early 1954. 
Most of the adults at the Perry 
Siding camp were taken to 
Oakalla prison in Burnaby, 
while the approximately 
100 children, along with 
some of their mothers, were 
taken to New Denver and 
held until family members 
came to claim them. The 
government update says 
these people are eligible to 
receive $5,000 plus $1,000 
for each month they were 
held in New Denver, to a 
maximum of $10,000.

The New Denver Living 
Surv ivo r s  Commi t t ee 
explains that 17 of the 
children taken to New 
Denver after the Perry Siding 
raid were not claimed by 
family, and ended up staying 
and attending the residential 
school when it started in 
1954. Any of those 17 people 
who are alive received the 
$18,000 compensation 
package.

The other remaining 
group on the  l i s t  for 
compensation includes the 
descendants of the living 

and deceased people who 
attended the residential 
school. The update from the 
Attorney General’s office 
says they are currently 
working on determining a 
compensation amount for 
people in this group, and 
a validation process for 
them, but the funds will be 
distributed in spring/summer 
this year.

Lorraine Saliken Walton 
says the Lost Voices of New 
Denver Advocacy Group 
will be meeting with the 
government this week to 

discuss compensation for 
the people represented by 
the Lost Voices group: the 
descendants of the deceased 
people who attended the New 
Denver residential school, as 
well as 38 people who were 
held in New Denver after the 
Perry Siding raid.

“We believe everyone 
should be treated equally and 
fairly, but the government 
is treating the three groups 
differently, and looking at 
different pay systems. Fair 
and equitable compensation 
for all has always been our 

goal,” she said.
The apology,  made 

last year on February 1 in 
Castlegar, February 2 in 
Grand Forks and February 27 
in the legislature, came with 
a $10 million compensation 
package: $3.75 million for 
health and well-being; a $5 
million legacy fund; and 
$1.25 million for archives 
and research. The personal 
compensation is coming out 
of the health and well-being 
fund. The other two funds 
are being held by Selkirk 
College.

“As far as we know, 
there are no plans yet for 
the two other funds,” said 
the New Denver Living 
Survivors Committee. “We 
are unhappy with the current 
constraints around them, but 
we are told that everyone will 
have a say – there will be 
committees formed. But they 
are dealing with the health 
and well-being fund first.”

The Canadian Red Cross 
is handling the distribution 
of all of the compensation 
funds.

by Jan McMurray
Long-time Silverton 

Village Councillor Leah Main 
is the NDP candidate for the 
new federal riding of Vernon-
Lake Country-Monashee. 

Her decision to seek the 
NDP nomination came at 
the suggestion of the current 
NDP MP for our area, Richard 
Cannings. Main says when 
MP Cannings suggested she 
run, she responded, “Why 
not?”

“I never set out to move 
up to provincial or federal 
politics,” she said. “In fact, 
I’ve avoided it because I’m 
not fond of party politics. I’m 
so used to local government 
where we can speak freely – 
we don’t have to tow the party 
line. So this will be a change 
for me, but I don’t think it 

Leah Main to run for MP
will be difficult because my 
opinions closely align with 
the NDP.”

Main says she will now 
give Silverton Village Council 
notice of her intention to ask 
for a leave of absence from her 
councillor position as soon as 
the writ drops for the federal 
election. If she is elected as 
MP, she will step down as 
councillor.

Main has served as a 
Silverton Councillor since 
2009 and a Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
Director since 2011, playing a 
key role in local governance, 
environmental policy, and 
economic development. From 
2015 to 2024, she sat on 
the Federation of Canadian 
M un ic ipa l i t i e s  (FCM) 
Board, advocating for rural 

communities at the national 
level. A long-time resident 
of the Slocan Valley, Leah 
has led and participated 
in numerous community 
organizations, including 
the Rosebery Parklands 
Development Society, Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society, 
and Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission.

The new riding of Vernon-
Lake Country-Monashee 
includes RDCK Areas H 
(Slocan Valley) and K (Arrow 
Lakes Valley) and over the 
Monashee to Vernon, Lake 
Country and Spallumcheen.

Leah Main will be running for the NDP in the new constituency of Vernon-Lake 
Country-Monashee in the upcoming federal election.
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OPINION

Time for the 
monarchy to 
move on

A big shout out to King Charles 
and Prince William for their 
unflagging support or rather their 
support for the unflagging of Canada. 
Was it a bad batch of fountain pens 
that distracted you? Maybe Andrew 
has the connections we need, being 
one of the ‘Island Boys’ as it were. 
Seems a good time for the monarchy 
to move on. That is, unless you 
could field a real leader such as a 
‘King Harry.’ Too optimistic by half 
perhaps. However, you do recall the 
Battle of Britain, do you not?

R. Mills
Silverton

Open letter to 
Kaslo council

First, I’d like to send sincere 
thanks to you all for rejecting QP 
Development’s proposal to build 
an RV strata park on South Beach. 
The time and effort you all made 
in delving through the abundance 
of information and maps presented 
to you from so many fronts does 
not go unnoticed and is greatly 
appreciated. I am grateful for the 
open-mindedness you showed in 
considering so many angles of 
this complex proposal, trying to 
remain impartial, working with 
integrity for what is best for Kaslo 
and community. This was a huge 
undertaking. Again, thank you. I am 
fully convinced you made the correct 
decision.

We all know the job is not over. 
To this end, I want to remind you 

of the proposal the South Beach 
Working Group (SBWG), of which 
I am a member, made to Mr. Dale 
Unruh and QP Developments on 
December 4, 2024.

SBWG offered to purchase his 
properties in order to gift them back 
to the Village of Kaslo so that the land 
could become a park/conservancy or 
the like. SBWG has donors who 
can come up with the funds for the 
purchase as well as to cover the 
ongoing annual taxes the Village was 
collecting from Mr. Unruh. SBWG 
is hoping this proposal would appeal 
to Mr. Unruh’s community spirit and 
compensate him at fair market value 
for this piece of land which presently 
he cannot develop.

I request that council take 
the initiative and contact QP 
Developments, putting forth support 
for SBWG’s proposal. This could 
lead to a frank discussion between 
council, QP Developments and South 
Beach Working Group. South Beach 
Working Group is very willing to 
meet with council to elucidate further 
upon their proposal.

I look forward to your response.
Linda Lynch

Kaslo

Capitalism and 
the oligo effect

A wretched illness has enveloped 
the earth. Capitalism has been around 
for centuries, an economic system 
in which all or most of the means of 
production and distribution as land, 
factories, railroads, etc. are privately 
owned and operated for profit. 
Originally under fully competitive 
conditions, it has been generally 
characterized by a tendency toward 

concentration of wealth by the few 
and by the growth of corporations 
and increased government control.

Since the industrial revolution 
and the quadrupling of population in 
the last 100 years, the temperature is 
rising and not just in politics. Global 
warming, glaciers disappearing, 
ecosystems collapsing, pollution, 
decreases in birds and wildlife 
populations or extinction are due 
to habitat loss and human activity 
creating an environmental and an 
exponentially increasing economic 
crisis. 

As democracies don’t adopt 
electoral reforms and are diminishing 
around the planet, an oligarchy has 
taken shape, a monstrous disease 
with immoral ethics cultivating 
greed, death and destruction. 
With the progression of systemic 
capitalism into the 21st century, 
the root cause for industrial nations 
competing for the last of the world’s 
natural resources and rare earth 
minerals are even going to war 
for them. With the international 
commodity markets and the world 
bank monetary investment funds 
controlling nations’ currencies, this 
puts countries at a disproportionate 
economic disadvantage and 
susceptible to exploitation. As world 
market inflation continues to rise and 
the cost of living keeps increasing, 
a mental sickness sets in causing 
the social network and health of 
society to start to deteriorate, creating 
poverty, homelessness and other 
social issues. 

The world needs to change to a 
more humane socialistic economy 
that gives hope, peace and prosperity 
to every man, woman and child on 
earth. The Maga rich don’t care about 
your sons and daughters.

Mike Simpson
New Denver

Open letter to 
SIFCo regarding 
Forest Stewardship 
Plan 930

I am interested in continuing 
the discussion about the area in the 

draft plan south of Enterprise Creek 
and west of Highway 6. I would like 
to propose a walk through the area 
in the spring with other concerned 
community members and forest 
ecology experts to determine the 
health of the forest and consider 
the best way to support a healthy 
ecosystem in this area that is dear 
to our hearts, prior to logging and in 
consideration of the following.

‘Salvage logging’ is an oxymoron. 
To salvage means “to save goods from 
damage or destruction” (Cambridge 
Dictionary). The trees that are logged 
in purported ‘salvage logging’ are not 
being ‘saved,’ rather they are being 
prevented from, i.e. destroyed, from 
carrying out their ecological and 
social functions Therefore, what 
is termed ‘salvage logging’ should 
more aptly be described as ‘post-
disturbance logging.’

Post-dis turbance logging 
following a wildfire is to be avoided 
in order to protect water, soil 
development, soil hydrology, and 
overall biodiversity. These issues 
are well documented in the scientific 
literature.

Dead (burned) trees form the 
foundation for the development of 
the next forest. Therefore, retaining 
all burned trees is important to 
development of a healthy, resilient, 
and diverse future forest.

The wildfire that initiated the 
perceived need for post-disturbance 
logging occurred last summer. At 
this point, many of the trees in the 
proposed logging area appear to 
be alive. In order to avoid salvage 
of living trees, any decision for 
post-disturbance logging should be 
postponed until late spring or early 
summer to see which trees emerge 
from dormancy and grow, i.e. are 
alive.

Teresa Smed
Enterprise Creek

“He who cannot 
get enough”

Sarah Penton’s February 20 
Radio West guest, Kim Haakstad, 
President of Council of Forest 
Industries, promoted increased 

forest harvesting and the need to 
dive deeper into forest practices 
deregulation without pushback. That 
is not sustainable: not sustainable 
for COFI, not sustainable for BC 
forests, not sustainable for the 
animals, water quality or air quality, 
not sustainable for the habitat the 
commercial greed accomplishments 
destroy, not sustainable for the 
families Haakstad cried alligator 
tears for about how financially they 
hurt if the unsustainable timber 
extraction, underregulated since 
the industry’s beginnings, does not 
continue as Haakstad seeks. Not once 
did the COFI President comment 
on the increasing extinction or 
near extinction of the animals 
(including caribou) due to habitat 
(ecological) destruction. Not once 
did the COFI President comment on 
the human habitat diminishments 
due to the underregulated harvesting 
causing increased land and water 
surface temperatures, which create 
wildfires never seen before with their 
destructive forces now.

The Inland Temperate Rainforest 
(ITR), the largest in the world of 
two (the second and much smaller 
in the Russian Siberian area), is 
the largest single gem remaining of 
our Indigenous Sinixt tum xulau?, 
which spans from the peaks of 
the Monashee to the peaks of the 
Purcell and from below Kettle Falls, 
Washington in the US to approaching 
200 kilometres north of Revelstoke. 
The ITR is getting drier and drier 
and nearing extinction itself. The 
BC Forest Ministry is not satisfied 
with its own knowledge of the 
ITR’s jeopardy to end old growth 
harvesting. This is insane and, too, 
not sustainable. COFI is an example 
of why most Indigenous peoples, in 
their own languages, called white 
setter-colonizer-occupiers “he who 
can’t get enough.”

Please visit vws.org to learn 
more about the Inland Temperate 
Rainforest.

Radio West’s host is outstanding, 
a breath of fresh air, a complement 
to CBC’s excellent programming.

Lou Stone, Autonomus Sinixt
Inchelium, Washington

Characteristics 
of a totalitarian 
regime

• One ‘God-like’ leader: The 
supreme leader is held to be above 
a mortal population. In word and in 
action, he is held to be on a divine 
mission. Nothing can stand in his 
way. His word is law, his truth is 
unassailable and his omniscient 
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continued from page 4
presence permeates society. Truth 
does not diminish him as his words 
and views become the truth. Neither 
the legislative, executive nor judicial 
branches of government limit his 
power. He can ‘fix’ things and none 
will dare to challenge him.    

• One legal political party: The 
party is all-powerful insofar as it 
does the leader’s bidding. No other 
political parties are allowed but 
if they are, their ability to upset, 
challenge or even question the 
ruling party is severely limited. The 
leader’s mandate is from God; the 
party’s mandate is from the people. 
Elections, if they are allowed, are 
for ‘show.’ Elected representatives 
become subordinate to appointed 
elites.  

• A judiciary that serves the 
government: Laws, their application 
and enforcement, and the legal 
rulings on which they are based, 
are always done in the context of 
the paramount interest of the ruling 
party and government. The verdict 
of a trial, particularly one which 
pits the individual against the state, 
will result in a ruling which favours 
the state.  

• Indoctrination: Media and 
education are controlled by the state 
and become government platforms. 
Dissenting or even questioning 
views are censored. Information is 
not critical of the regime. School 
curricula and university programs are 
also shaped and monitored to reflect 
government views. This is also true 
for literature, art and music.  

• Direction of popular discontent: 
The regime creates an enemy for the 
people. It becomes the target and 
scapegoat for political, social and 
economic problems. The scapegoat 
may be the members of a particular 
race, ethnicity, religion, social group, 
or some indefinite abstraction to 
which a label is affixed. This target 
(or these targets) provides the faithful 
and the newly converted with a 
useful outlet for frustration and 
anger.    

• Systematic use of terror: 
The use of the military, police or 
paramilitary groups, or the threat of 
their use, to eliminate enemies of the 
state and keep potential opponents 
quiet. Violent actions in the name of 
the leader, the regime and the state, 
are planned and/or sanctioned.     

Brian Olajos
Krestova 

Ponderosa 
pines

I read in the February 13, 2025 
issue of the Valley Voice about the 

group ‘Save What’s Left’ that is 
making the case to save grand old 
Lt. Col. James Stone pine tree and 
other personable and ecologically-
friendly plants and things from the 
maws of various machines and profit 
lines and so on. I live out here in 
Nova Scotia where our plants and 
things are different but the same, 
and most conversations that tend 
toward forestry wind up tedious and 
increasingly frustrating: we all sit in 
chairs and use wipes, etc.; clearcuts 
aren’t always bad; some things 
(forests) should be sacred; some 
things can be bad and good, good 
and bad; “you don’t know anything 
about forestry!” and so on.

I was in your parts last summer 
and I had a sniff of one of your 
pine trees. And just one sniff was 
all it took. I will side with your 
Ponderosas. They seem to have 
something to say in a way that no 
one else can say it.

Archaic Torso of Ponderosa 
(with respect to Rainer Maria Rilke)

We cannot see its legendary head
with buds like ripening fruit, 

and yet
its torso stills, suffuses, a 

fragrance
from inside: vanilla-scented, 

deep rooted
in ancient days. Tree slows time
and reaching in its power
(spiral-wise in its hidden heart)
to a greater bulk... Its whole 

dazzles...
A smile runs through its buried 

wood,
through its rugged bark to that 

russet cone
where procreation flares.
Denuded of this pine the 

mountain would
be defaced; disgraced.
Bathed in dappled shadow, near
to the susurrations of snare brush 

needles,
the wild beasts grunt and purr.
Do not all the borders of the tree
and trees themselves,
not burst the dam of self like stars
that radiate!
There is no place
that does not breathe thee, tree!
I must change my life.

David Boehm
Truro, Nova Scotia

Universal 
Ostrich update

April 14-17 is our hearing date in 
Vancouver for our judicial review.

We are in a big legal battle against 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA), which is threatening to destroy 
something that could change the future 
of medicine as we know it. Please help 

support us at saveourostriches.com
At stake are the lives of hundreds 

of our ostriches – ratites that have 
developed antibodies with the potential 
to revolutionize how we treat diseases 
and viruses. Rather than taking this 
groundbreaking science into account to 
help stabilize possible new and existing 
pandemic threats, the CFIA is relying 
on outdated trading partner policies 
that do nothing to advance human or 
animal health. Their approach ignores 
the vital role of natural immunity in 
protecting against disease, and worse 
yet, it contributes to the ongoing failure 
of mass culling policies that have 
done nothing but weaken the global 
immunity in animals and challenge our 
food supply.

The science is clear: culling is 
not working. By wiping out natural 
immunity in animals, we are eliminating 
nature’s most powerful defence 
system – one that has allowed species 
(including humans) to survive for 
millions of years. If natural immunity 
in animals is lost, the consequences will 
be catastrophic for the entire planet. 
Think about this: every new disease 
will be met with nothing but fear, 
mass slaughter, and further destruction, 
leaving us more vulnerable than ever. 
What happens when we eradicate the 
very thing that nature designed to 
protect us?

We have to stop this reckless 
approach before it’s too late. We are 
fighting for a future where science, 
not outdated policies, determines the 
course of action.

Stand with us in demanding CFIA 
recognize the value of natural immunity 
and put science before bureaucracy. 
If we do not act now, we risk losing 
not only these ostriches but also a 
breakthrough that could save lives 
and generations to come, with the 
opportunity to make Canada healthy 
again and the world healthy again.

These incredible animals deserve 
better than the cruel fate being forced 
upon them. We are not just advocates 
– we are a united force for compassion, 
ethics, and the right to protect life. Our 
voices will not be ignored, and we will 
continue to stand up for what is right.

We thank all of you who have been 
part of our journey this far. Our family, 
our farm and our animals have made it 
this far because of our strength together.

Karen Espersen and 
Katie Pasitney

Edgewood

Fossil fuel 
expansion

A survey by the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation indicates that 
solar and renewable energy is starting to 
replace fossil fuels in Asia.

The Great 
Reversal ’25

Now is the ‘Time of the Great 
Reversal towards Restoration’. The 
great reversal of climate destruction 

continued on page 6

Environmental groups from Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan are actively 
opposing Australia expanding fossil 
fuel exports.

CBA, Australia’s largest bank, 
no longer lends money to fossil fuel 
companies who do not have a ‘Paris’ 
emissions plan.

Harper, Carney and Eby all want to 
expand fossil fuel extraction and export 
– an economic plan for a declining Asian 
market. A much larger issue is at hand. 
In 2024, we very nearly lost our wine 
and soft fruit industry as a result of killer 
frosts in the Okanagan.

Changing climates around the planet 
are making fishing, farming and forestry 
harder and harder to practice, but here 
in BC our politicians want to ramp 
up resource extraction and export in 
northern BC to the detriment of the local 
environment that both the Wet’suwet’en 
and now the Gitanyow correctly oppose.

BC Supreme Court Justice Burke in 
Yahey v British Columbia made a very 
clear determination that: “...the Oil and 
Gas Commission views tenure approval 
by the Ministry as a signal that oil and 
gas development can proceed. As set out 
earlier in these reasons, in the Court’s 
view, the tools used by the Ministry 
of Energy and Mines do not show it 
is considering treaty rights, let alone 
implementing measures to ensure that 
such rights are protected. Tools that it 
pointed to were either temporary or of 
no force and effect, and caveats were not 
taken into account by the Oil and Gas 
Commission...

“...Furthermore, the fact that the 
Oil and Gas Commission [now called 
BC Energy Regulator] has never 
turned down an application because of 
concerns about habitat or cumulative 
effects on treaty rights is very telling, 
demonstrating that it does not take these 
values seriously or seek to exercise its 
discretion in a way that is cognizant and 
respectful of treaty rights. Its primary 
focus is the development of resources.”

Supporting Conservative, federal 
Liberal and NDP expansion of fossil 
fuel extraction and export will increase 
global carbon emissions and destroy 
BC’s salmon and other fisheries, severely 
damage our forests and make agriculture 
very difficult. Supporting some BC First 
Nations and others in trying to protect the 
long-term future of BC’s fishery, forestry 
and agriculture will teach us how to 
build an economy that supports people, 
communities and the planet.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

into climate nurturing. Reverence will 
shift from adoration of ‘The Powerful 
threatening and bestowing Death’ to 
honoring the ‘Respecters and Nurturers 
of Universal Life’.

Each of us determines our connective 
future, capable of changing our path from 
self-satisfaction to universal compassion 
and nurturing. All living are ready for 
us to listen to them so we can help the 
reversal into healing.

Our canary in the coal mine warning 
miners of imminent danger is the 
destruction of our refuge in the Kootenay 
where so many of us retreated to when 
the politics of the Hateful were intent on 
insisting their destructive domination of 
all living last time.

The Kootenay is gasping its 
desperate plea to survive. Its hydrophobic 
fire-blasted mountain soils impervious to 
replenishing water, whirling disease 
has arrived in its waters to obliterate 
our salmon species of fish. The heat 
challenges all living beings’ food 
security. This is the fulcrum of change 
for all witnesses to defy the dedication 
to obliteration of all by ‘The Hateful 
Culture’.

Collectively maintain the vision 
of the nurturing culture by following 
through with turning vision into reality: 
community root cellars and kitchens, 
community firefighting capability, 
flood awareness and prevention, soil 
restoration of topsoil regeneration to 
slow down and catch the rain runoff. 
Work with the weather, construct catch 
basins to store water for drought times. 
Compost, restore fertility, plant and 
water trees and shrubs. Nuture wildlife 
and insects as you would do yourselves.

By loving the Earth, we restore 
balance, we learn how dearly the Earth 
desires to live to nuture us all. If we listen 
and observe that too much fossil fuel use 
is killing us, then personally cut back. If 
we hear that too much timber harvesting 
is threatening our oxygen supply, water 
retention and soil stability, then use the 
trees’ lumber respectfully – its supply is 
not infinite.

Humans are capable healers, 
now called to behave and cooperate 
collectively for restoration in this time 
of the ‘Great Hate.’ We will reverse to 
‘the Great Love.’

Humans appreciative of this 
awesome and generous gift of Earth’s 
offering to all living, are the stewards 
of the ‘Great Reversal.’ For us old ones, 
we are now at the times we have been 
practising for, to share our practical 
knowledge of the humble skills of home-
building, food growing and preservation, 
our delight in restorative recycling of the 
used, cooperating with the grounding 
Indigenous wisdom and respect for all 
the creatures living around us.

This is our time to give thanks from 
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deep in our hearts. Shine the love light, 
sing the songs to lighten the path to 
restoration. May peace resonate deep 
within you all.

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

continued from page 5

Head in the sanders
Radio News – Pushin’ the bird flu. 

Detected new XYZ strain! Jumped to 
cows. Just like that. Poof, so they say. 
They even know what to call it. They 
must know, ‘cuz they’re the ‘They’ 
that tell us what to think since we bin 
kids. How they know what they found? 
Were they really lookin’ or just readin’ 
the script.

They got it. Them Cows. Sez right 
there on the page. It’s gonna getcha. 
Gotta kill them cows. Er uh... chickens... 
oh ya, it’s pigeons this week. I mean 
ostriches. These guys are nuts. 

Kari Mullis, the guy that invented 
the PCR test that they use to figure out 
what they’re tryin’ to figure about the 
birds and the octopuses and whatnot… 
he sez if ya run enough cycles on it, 
(amplification cycles), you can find 
anything in anything. It doesn’t tell 
ya nuthin, if anything’s contagious or 
anything. They bumped him off before 
they ran the big one. Guess they didn’t 
like what he sed about Fauci and the 
development of AIDS and all that. Guess 
they didn’t want him around in case he 
might say something.

But now – how’s that Dylan song 
go, from the movie the other night – ‘the 
times they are a changin’... They sure 
don’t want Bobby Kennedy in there, 
these ‘They’ guys... they made too much 
money off the last go round, and they’re 
trying for another round.

And Kash Patel – they pushed him 
off the dock for another week or so, while 
the FBI shreds more papers, deletes 
more files.

Don’t matter, the other ‘They’ 
already got it all. Digging out the rot. 
USA gotta jump first, then everything 
else just dominoes.

Humpty Dumpty time. Pull the plug 
and let ‘er drift on into bygones.

These ostriches in Edgewood, they 
just doin’ their thing. They’re fine. Ain’t 
hurtin’ anybody. They don’t read the 
newspapers so they don’t know. They’re 
busy anyways.

So are the rest of us. We don’t need 
this war. Or maybe we do. Most don’t 
even see it. Maybe it don’t matter. It’s 
movin’ thru anyways. Dark side going 
down. Chess game. Ain’t all what it 
seems.

Ya ever see that guy on You Tube? 
He got a flat surface, speaker underneath. 
Flips a switch, it’s C or something. An 
amazing pattern forms in the loose sand 
on the surface. Turns the dial to up the 
frequency...  pattern dissolves into no 

discernable anything... and then the 
next Resonant Frequency forms a New 
Harmonic Mandala.  

That’s where we are now on the 
planet. All of us. Humanity. ‘Civilization’ 
(‘That would be a good idea,’ sed 
Gandhiji). 

We’re in between. Solar system 
moves thru this Higher Frequency Band 
every 13,000 years. Leaving the old to 
dissolve – no need to go down with it. 
The New just beginning to form. Can 
feel it. Mayan Calendar and all that. They 
knew. Left reminders.

Pluto in Aquarius opens the 
Doorway. The teeter has tottered.

Never too soon to Dream. Dream 
Big. Don’t cost anymore.

Dream it in, New World. How do 
we want the world to be. Dream it all in. 
Feed and water these precious dreams.  

We’re on the Doorstep to the Stars. 
Literally. 2025 shows us the Way.

This spring gonna be wild. 
Remember Water Day in WInlaw. Big 
Celebration.

Al Muckle
Winlaw

Cancel the F-35 
contract

This is what Canada should do 
in light of the incredible stupidity and 
venality of the current US administration. 
Cancel the F-35 contract. We build the 
Swedish Saab Gripen fighter jet under 
licence, add thrust vectoring, then call it 
The Raven. Hello Bill Blair?

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Tariffs, anyone?
Day one! Tariffs! I’m putting huge 

tariffs on everything we buy from them! 
On day one!

Day one: Saturday! Huge tariffs!
Saturday: Next Tuesday! Tariffs! 

Tuesday!
Tuesday: Not today, after all. 

Saturday! This coming Saturday!
But also maybe March. Yeah, early 

March. Tariffs!
Early March: Tomorrow morning.
Tomorrow morning: Later today. 

Watch for them. Tariffs!
Later today: Okay, April 2. Tariffs!
April 2: Where’d everybody go?

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Proposed 
Spearhead 
Timberworks 
expansion

We have discovered that the glulam 
(glued laminate) beam manufacturing 
process has known toxic environmental 
consequences.

It is interesting to note that the 

After a year of 
tariffs

Let’s imagine a year into the new 
world of American protectionism and 
isolation. If our glorious loonie drops 
to 62 cents or lower, everything we 
import will be even more expensive. 
Gas, food, electronics—will soar in 
prices. Inflation will still be ugly, no 
matter what Ottawa claims, currently 
at 1.9%.

Canadian governments don’t cut 
spending, they just tax more. Expect 
carbon taxes, sales taxes, and new fees 
to make life more expensive while 
public services keep getting worse. 

They’re not fixing housing 
affordability. High rates crushed 
buyers, but if rates drop, housing 
prices will explode again, making 
it impossible for younger people to 
buy. Rent will keep climbing because 
of high demand and lack of supply. 
Canada has had decades to fix the 
housing crunch but prefers to kick 
the can down the road until we are in 
this intolerable mess of tent cities and 

When tariffs price 
out humanity

At a recent Canada-USA hockey 
game, an unsettling moment unfolded as 
fans booed the United States for its stance 
on Canada and Mexico. This reaction went 
far beyond sports rivalry – it revealed a 
deep-seated discontent with policies that 
seem to treat human life as a negotiable 
commodity. In an era when a 25% tariff is 
casually floated as a solution to a growing 
crisis, one must ask: What is a human life 
truly worth when reduced to a mere figure 
on an economic ledger?

Teri and I recently spoke with a dedicated 
friend who ministers on Vancouver’s streets 
and in its homeless shelters. Once-respected 
community pillars now struggle under the 
deadly grip of fentanyl addiction. His account 
is both heart-wrenching and alarming. 
According to him, Chinese-run facilities in 
British Columbia are now entangled in an 
international network: Chinese operatives fly 

discouraged youth. 
Businesses and households are 

drowning in debt. If people keep 
spending and borrowing like the 
government wants, debt loads will 
be unmanageable. Credit card 
delinquencies will rise, bankruptcies 
will surge, layoffs will hit hard, 
and foreclosures will soar. Our 
manufacturing and exports will 
suffer, and Ottawa will be completely 
unprepared, yet again.

Whether it’s protests, tax revolts, 
or political shifts, something will 
give. America does not care about 
Canada one bit and 2026 will be 
worse than 2025 – and Ottawa will 
still be pretending nothing’s wrong. 
Governments in Canada don’t fix 
problems, they fund them. Every level 
of government will keep spending, 
taxing, and borrowing. They grow the 
public sector with more bloat, throw 
money at failing programs, and then 
stick future generations with the eye-
watering bill. Expect a rise in taxes 
like carbon tax, property tax, or even 
an increase in GST and PST for layers 
of government that can’t afford to print 
money like during the pandemic.

Our Bank of Canada Governor, Tiff 
Macklem, forecasts  a prolonged period 
of economic stagnation and decline if 
the USA punishes Canada with tariffs. 
Macklem warns the changes could be 
permanent with Canada becoming 
a cheap resource shopping plaza for 
Europe, America and the world. We 
would sell our resources cheap just 
to survive in the Brave New World of 
American protectionism. Canada saw 
it coming and did nothing when Dirty 
Donnie drove his Tariff Train Wreck 
into Ottawa.  

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

to Mexico to set up clandestine labs where 
fentanyl is produced and then trafficked 
through Mexico into the United States. This 
tragic supply chain is not merely a story 
of drug trafficking – it symbolizes how 
international criminality, political negligence, 
and misguided policies conspire to devalue 
human life.

In response to this crisis, President Trump 
took a controversial step by imposing a 25% 
tariff, not solely as an economic measure 
but as a call for accountability. His move 
was meant to force Canadian politicians 
to confront the tragedy of rampant drug 
trafficking and unchecked policy failures. 
With tightened borders, the United States 
aims to protect its citizens from a dangerous 
influx of lethal substances. Meanwhile, in 
Canada, policies promoting the legalization 
and regulatory leniency of drugs have 
inadvertently contributed to an environment 
where hopelessness spreads unchecked. This 
stark contrast raises a troubling question: Are 
we witnessing deliberate policy-induced 
neglect that sacrifices human lives for 
political expediency?

Every overdose is a tragedy – a soul 
lost and a future extinguished. Behind each 
statistic lies a story of unfulfilled potential 
and shattered dreams. The complex web 
of international drug trafficking, fueled by 
criminal networks and lax governance, is 
tearing at the fabric of our communities. This 
is not merely a political or economic issue; it 
is a moral crisis that demands decisive action 
and heartfelt empathy.

The timeless words of Jesus in Matthew 
25:40 – “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me” – remind us 
to reexamine our priorities. In a time when 
social safety nets are eroding and hope is 
systematically stripped away, these words 
urge us to place human dignity above 
economic gain and partisan politics.

The path ahead requires us to move 
beyond sterile slogans and to embrace 
empathy, accountability, and justice. We 
must demand that our leaders reimagine 
policies that value every human life over 
profit margins and political maneuvering. 
Only through collective action and a renewed 
commitment to compassion can we mend 
the fractures in our society.

For all our articles, join our Substack for 
free at avatara10.substack.com.

Peter Carson & Teri Wallace
Silverton

glue they plan to use is considered 0% 
VOC (Volatile Organic Compound) 
in the liquid state. But when looking 
into its chemical composition and the 
Safety Data Sheets, one has to wonder 
why. Listed are several chemicals 
considered very hazardous, including 
highly toxic isocyanates. These are 
associated with methylene diphenyl 
diisocyanate or MDIs. Even small 
amounts of these chemicals can have 
serious respiratory consequences such 
as breathing difficulties, aggravation of 
asthma and they can even cause lung 
cancer. They are also a serious eye and 
skin irritant.

Exposure to the neighbouring 
community would come through 
airborne fumes and dust and could even 
contaminate our shallow and vulnerable 
aquifers, Kootenay Lake, or Kokanee 
Creek and the spawning channel.

Additionally, we are concerned 
that the glue-contaminated chips could 
end up in the biomass boiler, further 
compromising local air quality.

The Safety Data Sheet states that the 
work area must be well ventilated and that 
monitoring of the airborne isocyanates be 
maintained. Once an individual has been 
diagnosed as sensitized to isocyanate, no 
further exposure can be permitted. What 
will happen if a neighbour becomes 
sensitized? There are homes within 50 
metres of the manufacturing facility. Will 
they have to move? Will the community 
airshed be continually monitored for 
these chemicals? 

We believe that this toxic chemical 
has no place in our community!   

Terry Lowrey
Nelson
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Area H North TV Society 
Last April the Area H North TV Society sent out a questionnaire 
with the Valley Voice newspaper. Of the 134 questionnaires 
that were returned to us, 108 wanted the AHNTVS to continue 
providing local access to the 5 radio stations and 7 digital TV 
channels. Now the Society needs a few of those supporters to 
take a more active role in making that happen. To continue the 
service requires a Society Board to take care of its business 
and several long term directors have been trying to retire for 
years. If you care about this local TV and radio service, it’s time 
to step up and volunteer. If you feel you don’t have time, think 
of how much time you will have when your TV doesn’t work any 
more! Please come out to our Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday March 18  7:00 PM at Knox Hall, New Denver for a 
conversation about what is involved in being a board member.

COMMUNITY

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 
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Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

On February 26, the Arrow Lakes 
Cross Country Ski Club (ALCCSC) 
presented its proposed plans for 
expanding the Wensley Creek Cross 
Country Ski Trails.

Mike Stolte from the Centre 
of Innovation and Entrepreneurial 
Leadership in Nelson facilitated the 
evening, which saw the Nakusp Seniors’ 
Centre full of interested residents. 

ALCCSC Interim Chair Catherine 
Newsome gave some background on 
the volunteer-run club and described the 
three proposed trails: the Adaptive Trail, 
the Backdoor Loop, and the Captain Kirk 
Orbit Loop. 

The club hopes to expand trails to be 
more inclusive, offer more variation, and 
increase the draw to the area.

Newsome said the trails would be 
constructed in the next three to five years. 
However, the past two seasons have 
seen poor snow conditions. Newsome 
said it would be irresponsible to spend 
government grant money on ski trails 
that may not be skiable if the changing 
climate keeps the snow away. ALCCSC 
is taking it one step at a time. If there’s 
snow next year and it’s going well, then 
they’ll get an estimate for the Adaptive 
Trail, she said.

Volunteers maintain the existing 
9.6 kilometres of Wensley Creek cross 
country ski trails, in cooperation with 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC. The 
club also maintains the day-use Taddy 
Cabin. Many other users enjoy the 
trails – on snowshoes, mountain bikes, 
snowmobiles, and horseback. The 
parking lot is accessible from Upper 
Brouse Loop Road.

ALCCSC welcomes comments and 
questions on the proposed expansion via 
email: alccsc.1988@gmail.com.
Adaptive Trail

The first trail that would go in would 
be the Adaptive Trail, which would add 
0.5 kilometres and create a loop by 
connecting Hairpin Way. The new trail 
would be flat and good for beginners.

Newsome said the club has received 
feedback that the current trails are too 
challenging. Though the terrain in the 
area doesn’t allow for many long, flat 
routes, the gentler loop of the Adaptive 
Trail is ALCCSC’s solution. 

The trail would accommodate sit 
skiers, offer a shorter route for young 
children, and be a more easy-going 
option on icy days, said Newsome. 
Backdoor Loop

The Backdoor Loop would connect 
a new dead-end trail called the Hill – a 
leftover road from recent NACFOR 
wildfire mitigation work – with the 
Ptarmigan Loop. The Backdoor Loop 
would be for advanced skiers. 

The Hill trail is very steep. It’s 
difficult to get grooming equipment 
up the slope. With the Backdoor Loop 
in place, groomers could connect via 

Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski Club proposes trail expansions
Ptarmigan and go down the Hill to 
groom it. 

A caveat of the Backdoor Loop is 
that part of the trail would go through 
150 metres of an old-growth area, said 
Newsome. Two veteran trees – aged 

321 and 384 – and five non-veteran trees 
– between ages 129 and 201 – would 
need to be felled, plus two that were 
cored and found to be rotten. But two 
of the trees could potentially be saved, 
said Newsome.

The club tried several different 
routes to avoid the 0.28-hectare old 
-rowth area. Going around would mean 
removing far more trees than going 
through, and other routes were too steep. 

Newsome said the area was logged 

in the last 50 years, so it’s not entirely 
untouched. NACFOR also removed 
some trees when it put in the road that 
became the dead-end Hill trail. 

Captain Kirk Orbit Loop
This one is the “pie in the 

sky” addition, said Newsome – a 
4.65-kilometre trail that would follow 
an old skid trail above Cotswold Road 
and Alexander Road. The route preserves 
a skunk cabbage patch and nearby 
wetland, and would cross Brouse Creek 
twice. 

Putting in new cross country trails 
is a big expense – about $70,000 per 
kilometre, said Newsome. The Captain 
Kirk Orbit Loop would be constructed 
last, and likely not for a while. 

Apex Geoscience Consultants 
conducted geotechnical and hydrological 
studies. Apex noted the very low level of 
forest disturbance created by the project, 
and that water quality would not be 
impacted, nor would the likelihood of 

by Jan McMurray
The area’s mountain biking appeal 

is getting better all the time. A new trail 
network above Ranch Ridge in Rosebery 
has been approved by Rec Sites and 
Trails BC.

“We’ve been working on this 
for three years, and finally received 
permission last month to build a new 
non-motorized trail network within a 
new ‘recreation reserve,’” said Gerald 
Wagner of the North Slocan Trails 
Society. 

Wagner and Bryn Perry made a 
presentation to New Denver council at 
its February 25 Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

“We have five trails up there already 
and we’ll build 14-15 more,” Wagner 

New trail network for Rosebery
said. “There will be trails for all skill 
levels, including inclusive-adaptive.”

Wagner said the society was looking 
at a five-year plan, starting with the 
development of a master plan. Alex 
Marshall, who built Nakusp’s popular 
Mt. Abriel trails, will be working on the 
layout this year along with a professional 
trail network designer to create a master 
plan. Wagner said the society would also 
be working with Masse Environmental 
out of Nelson “as we wish to keep these 
trails low impact.”

The society consulted with the 
ATV Club, Wagner said, as the ATV 
trail runs through the recreation reserve. 
“The existing logging roads will remain 
motorized, but the trails will be non-
motorized,” said Wagner. “The two 

don’t mix well when you have riders 
descending, and we can’t build the trails 
to a motorized standard.”

The society provided council with 
a report on the economic impact of 
mountain biking in Golden. “That’s how 
the trails have changed their community 
for the better,” Perry said. “It’s on 
a different scale in New Denver, of 
course, but this is sustainable tourism 
that doesn’t change the character of the 
communities. It’s low elevation, so we 
have a longer riding season than our 
surrounding mountain towns, which will 
support local businesses in the shoulder 
seasons.”

The project is estimated to cost 
somewhere between $2 million and $3 
million.

“We have some money to get started, 
but we’ll be applying for grants,” Perry 
said.

All council members responded 
enthusiastically to the news of the 
new trail network. Mayor Leonard 
Casley asked the group to keep wildfire 
mitigation in mind as they move forward.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Winlaw Community Hall 
was packed for the inaugural meeting 
of the Slocan Valley Watershed and 
Forest Protection Society (SVWFPS) 
on March 2. A diverse crowd of valley 
folk came out to support the creation of 
a community of collaboration – with the 
goal of working together to prepare for 
and respond to emergencies. 

The newly formed non-profit society 
hopes to cover the Slocan Valley from 
Playmor Junction to New Denver, 
especially the areas that aren’t already 
protected by municipal fire departments. 

“We need people to help in putting 
this together,” said Winlaw resident 
Maggie Teiner, member of the small core 
group that began research last winter. 

Because it’s a lot of work, she said. 
The group has dwindled in size, but the 
SVWFPS is the call for action to the 
wider community. Last summer’s fires 
threw everyone for a loop, and the time 
to act is now. 

Sign-up sheets were dispersed 
for individuals to volunteer their 
skills, equipment, resources, and local 
knowledge to establish a network and 
database that can be called on when an 
emergency arises. Beyond active fire 
fighting, the society is seeking people 
who can offer emergency shelter; local 
terrain and watershed knowledge; apply 
for grants and funding; coordinate the 
community; and run base operations, 
among many other efforts. 

“The whole idea is that we can call 
on each other,” she said. “We can have 
mutual aid with each other.”

One of the society’s goals includes 

Slocan Valley society brings 
community together to protect 
watersheds, forests, one another

emulating the Argenta Safety and 
Preparedness Society (ASAP) and its 
fire brigade, which saw local residents 
making initial attack, then fighting 
alongside BC Wildfire Service (BCWS) 
last summer.  

SVWFPS hopes to form brigades in 
the Slocan Valley. Individuals need to be 
certified, with Teiner seeking at least 10 
volunteers to bring training to the area. 
She estimated acquiring equipment alone 
could cost between $40,000 and $60,000. 

Part of ASAP’s success came from 
its work with Living Lakes Canada 
to develop a water map – an official 
document mapping civic addresses, 
standpipes, and other water resources. 
The water map was years in the making, 
with long-time residents contributing 
valuable local knowledge. Teiner hopes 
to do the same in the Slocan Valley. 

The crowd that gathered brought 
up many ideas and concerns. A 
representative from Slocan Integral 
Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) offered use 
of its terrain maps. One attendee noted 
local archives may hold information 
on water sources. Another offered his 
trailers for evacuating livestock. Many 
cited the FireSmart program, and other 
mitigation practices including private 
logging. 

“The common ground is that we 
all want to protect our homes and 
communities,” said one individual. 
“We need local people who get it – who 
understand our forests, our water, our 
community, our culture… We’re all 
trying to put out the same fires.” 

Interested individuals can reach 
out by emailing slocanvalleywfps@
gmail.com. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Thursdays thru Sundays, 3-8pm, Happy Hour 3-5pm. Family friendly dining and 
casual pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717. woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com.
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest Gallery 
Beloved local author Pickles Basil – the Slocan Valley’s favourite puppet – has 
released the first installment in the Pickles Basil and the Enchanted Crystal series, 
and the long awaited sequel to the 2018 classic Pickles Basil Goes for a Walk. 

You’re sure to recognize many Valley locations as you join the puppets on a 
mystical adventure that unfolds when Pickles Basil discovers a mysterious 
ancient map • While the fashion industry thrives on fleeting trends, BC’s own 
ANIÁN offers a timeless alternative. Their durable, versatile pieces are designed 
to last, reducing the need for constant replacements. By choosing quality over 
quantity, you help cut down on textile waste and support a more sustainable 
future • Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am –4:30 pm • As always, thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & 
Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical 
Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests 
can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and 
programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Center.

Mama Sita’sOpen for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 
pm, 7 days a week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to 
order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted
Prima Health Cooperative has 

announced the opening of the KB 
Access Clinic, which launched on 
January 13. The clinic provides primary 
care, as-needed and by appointment, 
for residents of the Kootenay Boundary 
region who do not have a family doctor 
or nurse practitioner. This initiative is 
an important step toward improving 
healthcare access in the region and easing 
pressure on emergency departments.
Hybrid care model 

KB Access Clinic offers a hybrid 
model of virtual and in-person care, 
making services more flexible and 
accessible. Virtual visits (telephone and 
video) are available to patients across 
the Kootenay Boundary. In-person visits 
have started in a Nelson location, with 
plans to expand to Castlegar and Trail as 
the clinic grows. Staffed by a dedicated 
nurse practitioner, clinic manager, and a 
rotation of family physicians from across 
the region, the clinic’s collaborative 
approach aims to ensure quality care 
while helping maintain manageable 
workloads for providers. All KB Access 

New Kootenay B Access Clinic opens 
appointments are provided by local 
family practitioners, and patients are seen 
by the provider on shift the day of their 
appointment.
Reducing pressure on 
emergency departments

Dr. Shelina Musaji, Medical 
Director for KB Access Clinic, shared 
her thoughts: “This clinic is a vital 
step forward for our region. It offers a 
much-needed option for people without 
a primary care provider and helps reduce 
the strain on emergency rooms. It also 
serves as a place for patients to follow 
up after an emergency visit to support 
continuity of care.”
A collaborative, 
community-driven effort

The KB Access Clinic is a non-
profit initiative led by Prima Health 
Cooperative and has been developed 
through a collaborative effort with 
local healthcare providers, community 
members, and partners. This project is 
a significant milestone in addressing the 
region’s healthcare access challenges 
while complementing broader regional 
efforts to improve long-term primary 

care availability.
Pat  Dooley,  Pr ima Heal th 

Cooperative Board Chair, reflected on 
the project’s collaborative and regionally 
focused nature: “The KB Access 
Clinic represents what we can achieve 
throughout the region when we come 
together with a focus on serving patients 
who don’t have a family practitioner. 
It is not just about providing care; it is 
about innovative thinking and building 
a system that works for everyone. On 
behalf of the Prima Board, I extend 
my congratulations and thanks to the 
practitioners and partners who have 
made the clinic a reality.”
Real stories, real impact

Local resident Lorraine Bell-
Lebedoff, who has been without a 
family doctor for several years, shared 
her relief: “For patients without a family 
doctor, navigating the healthcare system 
is incredibly challenging and stressful, 
especially for those with complex needs. 
When you’re sick and vulnerable, having 
to retell your story over and over again 
just adds to the burden. Finding out about 
KB Access felt like winning the lottery 

– finally, there’s a place to turn for care 
when it’s needed. My experience was 
wonderful – the doctor truly listened, 
took the time to understand the bigger 
picture of my health, and showed such 
genuine care, even coordinating with 
emergency care when I needed it. This 
clinic is going to change lives – not just 
mine, but so many others in the same 
situation.”
A vital resource

With more than 17,000 residents in 
the Kootenay Boundary region currently 
without a family practitioner, the KB 
Access Clinic is an important resource. 
It provides an accessible option for 
patients without a family doctor or nurse 
practitioner.

Tanya Peever, Nurse Practitioner 
with KB Access Clinic, shares, “We 
know how tough it can be when you 
don’t have a primary care provider. Our 
team is here to offer caring support and 
help fill that gap. It’s rewarding to be part 
of a solution that gives people without a 
provider an accessible local option for 
their healthcare.”

Hours of operation KB Access 

Clinic will operate five days a week, 
offering primary care with a mix of 
virtual and in-person appointments. 
Patients are invited to visit kbaccess.ca 
for more information and online booking 
options.

Patients who don’t have a family 
doctor or nurse practitioner are 
encouraged to sign up for the Health 
Connect Registry at kbhcr.ca to be 
matched with available providers as 
spaces open. KBScreen.ca offers virtual, 
age-related routine screenings, and the 
KB Patient Resources listing at bit.ly/
KB-Unattached includes resources and 
services to help patients navigate the 
healthcare system and access the care 
they need.
A new and evolving service

As a newly launched initiative, 
the KB Access Clinic is a learning 
experience for everyone involved. The 
clinic team is committed to continuously 
improving its services and processes and 
asks for the community’s patience and 
support as they work together to shape 
this service to best meet the region’s 
needs.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

HEAL 
TRAUMA

Kootenays

Are you or a loved one…
Very anxious?

Overwhelmed by stress 
or trauma?

or
Numb and shut down?

Not getting better?
Try telephone or virtual 

therapy
 Dita Pritham Vannus, 

MA, CCC (NMT)
778-805-0010 (No text)
• Free consult 
• Are you covered?
• Sliding scale
• FNHA provider

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s draft Downtown 

Revitalization Plan was presented to 
Village council at the February 25 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 
Council is now gathering stakeholder 
and public input on the draft plan, 
with the finalized plan expected in 
the coming months.

The draft plan can be viewed 
online at www.newdenver.ca/
village-business-drp or in person at 
the Village office.

Evan Peterson of Barefoot 
Planning made the presentation. He 
said the project began in summer 
2023 with background analysis and 
engagement with the public and 
Village staff. 

The vision and main goals of 
the plan include designing for more 
pedestrian spaces, creating gathering 
spaces, increasing connections from 
downtown to the waterfront, and 
refreshing the streetscape with public 
art, lighting, landscaping and a new 
design for the sidewalks.

“What we recommend is a short- 

New Denver’s draft Downtown Revitalization Plan: public input wanted
and long-term approach,” Peterson 
said. “Nakusp and other towns in 
the region were successful doing 
permanent improvements, but if you 
don’t get that kind of capital, you can 
get movable planters and bollards. 
The Cadillac version is permanent 
improvement.”

A rough cost estimate for the 
‘Cadillac version’ is $5 million.

The plan focuses on 6th Avenue 
(New Denver’s main street), Slocan 
Avenue (parallel to the main street 
to the south), and the side streets 
connecting the two.

Sixth Avenue’s travelling and 
parking lanes (parallel parking only) 
would be narrowed to make way for 
wider pedestrian zones on either side 
of the street. The pedestrian zones 
would consist of the sidewalk and 
then an ‘amenity strip’ with benches, 
waste receptacles, landscaping, 
decorative lighting, bicycle racks, 
etc. 

“Instead of curb bulb-outs, we 
went for using your wide right-of-
ways and narrowing the street,” 

Peterson explained.
At the northeast corner of 6th and 

Josephine, there would be a year-
round community gathering space. 
There would also be age-friendly 
and accessibility improvements and 
traffic-calming measures on 6th.

The draft plan includes a 
downtown gateway at the main 
intersect ion,  with enhanced 
wayfinding, improved highway 
crossings, public art and visitor 
parking, as well as a waterfront 
gateway at the bottom of the main 
street, with an enhanced Greer Park, 
scenic lake views and multifunctional 
public spaces.

Slocan Avenue would provide 
parking for larger RVs, and a 
pathway along the wide boulevard on 
the south side of the street rather than 
a concrete sidewalk. “The path could 
act as more of a recreational path 
instead of a hardscaped sidewalk,” 
said Peterson. “We’ll see less trees 
on 6th but would keep the mature 
trees along Slocan.”

The draft plan provides three 

design approaches for the side streets 
– Kildare, Josephine and Bellevue – 
but these are flexible, Peterson said. 
Any of the designs could be used on 
any of the side streets. On Kildare, 
the draft plan shows greenery, a 
roadside trail for pedestrians, pockets 
for parking, and seating adjacent 
to the market. On Josephine, there 
is the proposed public plaza area 
wrapping around corner from 6th, 
with a greenway and pedestrian path 
along the block to Slocan Avenue. 
Bellevue is more parking intensive 
but also has a pedestrian path. 

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  w e r e 
impressed with the plan. Councillor 
Danika Hammond said she didn’t 
see anything about food trucks. 
Peterson said he didn’t recall food 
trucks coming up over the course 
of the project, “but we do talk about 
creating a Village policy for spillover 
spaces, which should include food 
trucks. I think that’s a good point and 
we should address it in the policy.”

M a y o r  L e o n a r d  C a s l e y 
commented that he liked the 

Idea of removing sidewalks and 
having pathways instead. Peterson 
said pathways are more practical 
and resilient, and better for the 
environment.

Councillor Colin Moss said 
he wanted to see the 6th Avenue 
power poles relocated. Peterson said 
they could provide an estimate for 
moving them. “That would be a big 
undertaking,” he said.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is doing a round of 

public meetings to gather input on 
its 2025 draft budget. Meetings for 
Area H and Village of New Denver, 
Silverton and Slocan residents were 
held in New Denver on February 26 
and Slocan Park on March 3.

With input from the public 
meetings and further discussions at 
the committee level, staff may make 
adjustments to the draft. The final 
budget is expected to be approved at 
the March 20 RDCK board meeting, 
for submission to the provincial 
government by March 31.

The draft plan shows RDCK 
taxes increasing 8.9% for Area H 
residents, 8.4% for New Denver 
residents, 13.4% for Silverton 
residents, and decreasing by 1.8% 
for Slocan residents.

In dollar terms, per $250,000 
of assessed home value, the draft 
plan shows Area H South residents 
paying $587 this year ($577 last 
year); Area H North residents with 
fire protection paying $305 ($301 last 
year); Area H North residents without 
fire protection paying $202 ($193 
last year); Village of New Denver 
residents paying $175 ($166 last 
year); Village of Silverton residents 
paying $172 ($160 last year); and 
Village of Slocan residents paying 
$438 ($414 last year).

There were complaints from 
the public at both Slocan Valley 
meetings about rising taxes, and 
the increasing number of services 
and staffpeople at the RDCK. The 
RDCK’s Chief Financial Officer, 
Yev Malloff, said there is a lot of 

discussion at the board table about 
this, and noted that an organizational 
review is scheduled to launch in 
2025. “I think the directors are 
getting the message that something 
has to be done. Everyone is looking 
at how to scale some of the services 
back,” he said.

Area H Director Walter Popff 
added that services are added at 
the request of residents, not RDCK 
directors. He also pointed out that 
directors are taxpayers, too, and do 
their best to keep taxes down.

The services that generally cost 
the most for Slocan Valley residents 
are fire protection, parks, refuse, 
transit, and RDCK administration.

RDCK administration is split 
into general administration and 
rural administration. General 
administration includes the costs of 
the office buildings in Nelson and 
administration staff. All residents 
in the RDCK and its member 
municipalities pay into this service. 
In the draft budget, this service is 
seeing an 8% tax increase over last 
year. This year’s expenses include 
a new roof for the Lakeside office, 
a 3.3% cost-of-living increase on 
staff salaries, a new staffperson to 
look after asset management, an 
improved records management 
system, software upgrades, cyber 
security and a new website.

Rural administration includes the 
overhead for regional fire services 
and bylaw enforcement. Only RDCK 
residents living in rural areas pay 
into this service, which sees a 25% 
increase over last year in the draft 
budget.

The West Resource Recovery 
service includes transfer stations, 
recycling depots and landfills from 
Castlegar up the Slocan Valley to 
Nakusp and Area K. There is an 8% 
tax increase for this service in the 
draft budget, and a 10% tipping fee 
increase at transfer stations this year.

The  two  Parks  se rv ices 
in the Slocan Valley have very 
small proposed increases. These 
services look after Crescent Valley 
Beach, Galena Trail, Rosebery 
Parklands, Bigelow Bay, Campbell 
Field, Krestova Park and the Old 
Schoolhouse in South Slocan.

The Slocan Valley fire service, 
paid by all Area H South and Village 
of Slocan residents, is going up 
by 4% in the draft budget. Malloff 
said there would be an architectural 
assessment of the four fire halls in 
the south valley this year, to inform 
the asset management plan.

The fire protection service 
provided by the Village of New 
Denver for some Area H North 
residents is going up 3% to cover 
inflation.

The transit service is split into 
three services across the region, 
with two of them applicable to Area 
H. The North Shore Slocan Valley 
Service, paid into by Area H South 
and Village of Slocan residents, is 
increasing by 16%. The Kootenay 
Lake West service, paid into by 
residents of Area H and the three 
villages, is going up 35%. These 
increases are necessary to cover 
the costs of the contracts with BC 
Transit to run these services. A 
process is underway to combine 

the three services into one, and to 
make taxation for transit more fair, 
transparent and understandable. 
These changes will likely take place 
in 2026.

The  budge t  and  budge t 
presentations can be found on the 
RDCK website at rdck.ca.

RDCK budget meetings held for Slocan Valley residents

THANK YOU 
THANK YOU to Jeremy Adding-
ton for the wonderful photograph 
of 100-year-old Lydia Kania blow-
ing out the candles on the front 
page of our last issue.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

As part of Nakusp and Area 
Community Forest’s speaker series, 
Carol Andrews welcomed a large crowd 
on February 22 for a presentation on 
forest therapy. 

Andrews has spent her whole life 
in forests, working as a Registered 
Professional Forester before becoming 
a forestry instructor at Selkirk College. 
Now retired, she continues her time 
outside as a Certified Forest Therapy 
Guide.  

“When I did forest therapy training 
I really got to understand, not just the 
science behind it, but the whole and 
interesting idea of connecting with 
nature – and how that makes people 
feel,” she said. 

Forest therapy is an immersive, 
evidence-based practice where people 
use their senses to connect with forest 
environments. Though an ancient 
practice, it was given a name in Japan 

Retired forester shares health benefits of walking through the forest
in 1982 – Shinrin-Yoku, meaning “take 
in the forest atmosphere.” The Japanese 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Fisheries coined the term to inspire 
citizens to reconnect with nature – an 
‘eco-antidote’ to the tech-boom burnout. 

Forest therapy soon caught on in 
the Western world, with an abundance 
of research supporting its effectiveness. 
Andrews has seen it work wonders 
on her forestry students; during the 
pandemic, every class was held outside. 

“They were suddenly alive and 
interested,” she said. 

Spending time in nature has many 
benefits, including better sleep, increased 
energy and sense of wellbeing, and 
improved cognition. Andrews said some 
doctors are even recommending time 
in nature and writing prescriptions for 
national park passes. 

But how is nature doing all that?
Trees – mostly conifers – release 

volatile organic compounds called 
phytoncides and terpenes to protect 

themselves from insects and pathogens. 
When inhaled by humans, they decrease 
cortisol production and help reduce 
stress. The parasympathetic nervous 
system is activated, bringing about 
feelings of relaxation and rest.

“And when we open the other 
senses, we get a lot more benefits,” said 
Andrews. 

Forest therapy walks are slow, she 
said. Though participants may only 
travel 100 to 200 metres, it can take 
between one-and-a-half and three hours 
to complete a walk. 

This slow pace is important, she said, 

helping individuals experience the forest 
through all five senses. Slowing down 
lets one see the way light filters through 
the trees, feel the dampness of the moss, 
and hear the wind in the leaves. 

“You become alive to everything 
around you,” said Andrews. 

As a guide, Andrews supports 
participants by being the leader. With 
someone showing the way, those on the 
walk can relax without having to worry 
where they’re going. 

Though Andrews offers up 
“invitations” to prompt individuals to 
connect with their surroundings, most 

of the walk is spent in silence. When the 
walk is over, they share tea to slowly 
transition back to the regular life. 

Guide training can be done through 
several organizations, including Nature 
and Forest Therapy Canada and the 
Global Institute of Forestry Therapy and 
Nature Connection. 

Andrews clarified that she is the 
guide, but nature is the therapist. 

“The idea is to move from the 
individual to community to something 
bigger, perhaps – the connection to 
nature and the caring for what goes on 
out there.”

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It was a crisp, sunny day on March 
6 for the Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 
(ALCS) open house at the Caribou 
Maternity Pen. 

The morning began with a ceremony 
held by the Sinixt Confederacy, to 
honour the mountain caribou and make 
offerings for their recovery. 

“The caribou for my ancestors 
were a really big food source,” said 
Rick Desautel, outreach technician with 
the Sinixt Confederacy. “If the caribou 
hadn’t fed my grandfather, I wouldn’t 
be here today.”

Historically, the Central Selkirk 
herd traversed the Monashee, Selkirk, 
and Purcell ranges. However, their 
population has dwindled to just 28 adults 
in only the Selkirk range near Nakusp 
and Trout Lake. 

The ALCS’s maternity pen – 
constructed in 2019 – aims to alleviate 
pressures on pregnant caribou and their 
calves, then return the healthy caribou 
back into their native habitat, improving 
survival. 

For Skulaxan (Dixon Terbasket), 
the caribou are deeply spiritual animals. 
His ancestors looked after the caribou, 
culturally burning lowland to create 
better browsing habitat. 

Skulaxan is a member of all the 
nations – one language, one people. He 
is always looking for ways to honour 
the caribou, and is currently creating a 

Caribou society and Sinixt Confederacy prepare to welcome animals to maternity pen
documentary. 

The maternity pen is located in 
the Kuskanax Creek drainage near the 
Nakusp hot springs. Being close to an 
urban centre is important for awareness, 
said Skulaxan. 

One of the biggest threats to 
caribou is recreation, said both he and 
Desautel. With their large hooves acting 
like snowshoes, mountain caribou 
can traverse deep snow. As snow 
accumulates, it also raises the caribou 
up to access the tasty lichen growing on 
the trees’ tall branches. 

Their deftness also protects them 
from predators; wolves and cougars 
aren’t built for deep snow. However, 
snowmobile tracks pack it down, creating 
trails for predators to more easily reach 
the caribou. 

Heli-skiing operations are also 
disruptive to the animals – both the noise 
and the ski tracks through the powder. 

Understanding the effect of 
recreation on caribou is important for 
their survival, said Colin Bergeron, 
Ecosystem Scientist with Parks Canada.

This awareness is making a 
difference.

In 2009, a Government Action 
Regulation order protected 320,000 
hectares of range for caribou. Bergeron 
said CMH Heli-Skiing refrains from 
using their staging area next to the pen 
when the caribou are there. The BC 
Snowmobile Federation is running a pilot 
program using data from caribou GPS 

collars; provincial biologists monitor 
caribou movement to open or close 
areas to snowmobiles, balancing caribou 
protection and recreational pursuits.

And the prayers carry on, said 
Skulaxan.

In 2024, the Confederated 
Reservations/Sinixt Confederacy and 
ALCS signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement to collaborate on caribou 
recovery. The goal is to recover caribou 
populations in Sinixt traditional territory 
for future generations. 

ALCS is planning pen expansions 
for the 2026 season. This year’s caribou 
will be welcomed to the pen for their 
fourth season in late March – 10 cows, 
one female yearling, and two or more 
calves. The animals will be released back 
to the alpine in July.

Funding announced 
for wildfire 
mitigation projects
submitted

Funding for local wildfire risk 
reduction projects have been announced 
by the Forest Enhancement Society of 
BC (FESBC).

The Slocan Integral Forest 
Cooperative is receiving $593,000 as a 
continuation of previous investments in 
wildfire preparedness and fuel mitigation. 
The treatment area has been identified as 
a high priority fuel management location 
in the community forest’s Wildfire 
Preparedness Plan and builds on existing 
landscape level fuel breaks.

The Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR) is receiving $396,207 
to complete treatment at Wensley Creek 
Recreation Area (unit 5, phase 1), and 
to complete a prescription for wildfire 
risk reduction work in an area southeast 
of Rosebery, from the golf course to just 
south of Dennis Creek. Most of the area 
is above the 2024 Wilson Creek wildfire.

The West Kootenay Woodlot 
Association is receiving $96,520 to 
develop fuel management prescriptions 
for seven different woodlots near Nelson, 
Kaslo, Nakusp, Burton and Castlegar.

These projects are just a few of the 74 
projects FESBC is supporting around the 
province with a $28 million investment 
from the provincial government. 
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by Art Joyce
All you guitar lovers 

are in for a treat. Guitarist 
extraordinaire Steve Hill is 
making stopovers on his 12-
date Western Canadian tour 
to perform in Edgewood on 
March 15 and at the Slocan 
City Hotel on March 16. 
Tickets are available at the 
Edgewood General Store and 
the Lobby Grill at Slocan City 
Hotel.

Hill simultaneously sings 
and plays guitar while using 
his feet to play bass and snare 
drum, with a stick fused to 
the head of his guitar to hit 
the hi-hats and cymbal. The 
Montreal Gazette has dubbed 
him “the meanest guitar player 
in Canada,” while Germany’s 
Guitar Magazine calls Hill 
“the most spectacular one-
man-band on the planet.” He 
has performed at Canada’s top 
music festivals. 

His new studio album, 
Hanging On A String, was 
released in November 2024. 
The first single, ‘World Gone 
Insane’ is available on all 
streaming platforms. While 
Hill is a lover of concept 
albums, the new recording 
wasn’t intended as such, 
unless you consider the 
thread of our dystopian world 
running through the songs. 
The album starts with the 
line “Woke up in a house on 
fire,” the inspiration for the 
album. Hill had just finished 
a tour in Western Canada and 
was sleeping in a friend’s 
basement when he actually 
woke up surrounded by 

Guitarist and one-man-band Steve Hill to appear in Edgewood and Slocan
smoke. 

“Like the song says, I 
got my buddy out of there,” 
Hill recalls. “Good thing I 
generally have a hard time 
sleeping.” 

After the fire incident, 
Hill had 90 days to write an 
album’s worth of material and 
learn how to play it live (he 
records every instrument at 
the same time in the studio). 
He spent five days a week 
in his home studio for three 
months crafting the songs 
and was ready to proceed to 
final recordings and mixes. 
He flew to Los Angeles where 
his friend and songwriting 
partner Johnny Pilgrim picked 
him up at the airport. Twenty 
minutes later, they were hit 
by another car that ran a red 
light. This was his second car 
accident in less than a year – 
he’d fallen asleep at the wheel 
coming home from a gig nine 
months earlier, miraculously 
surviving a massive wreck 
that all witnesses said should 
have killed him. After several 
months spent in recovery, 
he got back to the studio in 
January 2024 to finish the 
album.  

“I’ve never been prouder 
of anything I’ve done in all 
my life. This is the music I’ve 
been wanting to do and never 
thought I could ever perform 
as a one-man band – raw, in 
your face and straight to the 
point. This record is about 
perseverance, resilience in 
the face of adversity and my 
never-ending love for guitar 
music.”

Hill is mostly self-taught, 
but began studying piano 
at age 12 and then guitar a 
year later. Within two years, 
he realized guitar was his 
instrument. He says it was 
hearing Jimi Hendrix that 
confirmed his decision to 
become a guitarist, studying 
tablatures in guitar magazines 
to learn songs. Cream, Led 
Zeppelin and Jeff Beck also 
became important influences 
in his music. The blues 
undercurrents in these bands 
led him to the great blues 
originals – Muddy Waters, 
Robert Johnson, BB King, 
Albert King, Albert Collins 

and so many more. He began 
performing in bars at age 
16 with his first band, Fuzz 
Washington, and turned 
professional at 18 when he 
joined the Bob Harrison Blues 
Band. 

After two years he left to 
pursue a solo career, spending 
the next 15 years touring 
Canada and Europe. Over 
the years, Hill has shared the 
stage with many of his heroes, 
including Ray Charles, B.B. 
King, Hubert Sumlin, Jimmie 
Vaughan and ZZ Top. Hill 
has also worked as a sideman 
with Michel Pagliaro and 
Zachary Richard. In addition 

to working in rock and 
blues, he has performed a 
concerto with Kent Nagano 
and the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Hill’s debut self-titled 
album launched his solo 
career in 1997 and he’s been 
a prolific recording artist ever 
since. Already by his second 
album in 2000, Call It What 
You Will, he was nominated 
for a Juno Award. He worked 
with other musicians for 
his first six albums before 
becoming a one-man-band 
in 2012. His Juno-nominated 
Solo Recordings Vol. 1 won 
at the International Blues 

Challenge in 2013. Solo 
Recordings Vol. 2 finally won 
the Juno Award and seven 
Maple Blues Awards in 2014-
15. Solo Recordings Vol. 3 
followed in 2016, racking 
up nearly 6,000,000 streams 
on Spotify so far. In 2018, he 
released The One-Man Blues 
Rock Band, a live album that 
reveals an artist at the top of 
his game. Shifting gears in 
2020, he released the acoustic 
album Desert Trip, followed 
by Dear Illusion in 2022. 

To learn more about 
Steve Hill and see his entire 
discography, visit: https://
stevehillmusic.com 

Guitarist extraordinaire Steve Hill is making stopovers on his 12-date Western Canadian 
tour to perform in Edgewood on March 15 and at the Slocan City Hotel on March 16. 
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Nancy Larsen
Beloved mother, grandmother, 

and wife
With heavy hearts, we announce 

the passing of Nancy Larsen, a 
devoted mother, grandmother, wife, 
and dedicated educator, on February 
6, 2025. Her sudden departure has 
left an immense void in our lives, 
but we find comfort in the cherished 
memories she leaves behind.

Born in Vancouver, B.C., in 
1946 to Stanley and Alice Copp, 
Nancy grew up alongside her three 
siblings—Tom, Bill, and Judy. Her 
adventurous spirit emerged early 
in life when, as a new teacher, she 
bravely moved to Slocan, B.C., on 
her own. It was there that she met 
Jens Larsen, who would become her 

loving husband of 54 years.
Nancy will be deeply missed by her children, Keith (Katrina), Brent, 

and Todd (Jenneice), as well as her beloved grandchildren, Molly, Thomas, 
Bronwyn, and Soren.

As a wife and mother, Nancy was the heart of her family. Raising three 
energetic sons while supporting her husband on their family farm was no 
small feat, but she embraced it with resilience, warmth, and unwavering 
dedication.

A lifelong educator, Nancy touched the lives of countless students 
throughout her career. Her passion for teaching and her commitment to 
nurturing young minds have left a lasting impact.

She also had a love for travel, and after many winters of exploring 
with Jens, she found joy in their snowbird home in Southern California. 
There, she spent her winters soaking up the sunshine, relaxing, and creating 
cherished memories with family and friends.

Nancy’s memory will live on in the hearts of all who knew and loved 
her—her children, grandchildren, extended family, and dear friends.

by Jan McMurray
The community composting 

program in New Denver-Silverton 
is set to expand. If all goes well, 
the program will have eight more 
composters in the next two years.

Managed by the Healthy 
Community Society of the North 
Slocan Valley (HCS) and funded 
by the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK), the program is 
very successful, and has not gone 
unnoticed. It has been praised by 
staff and local elected officials at 
the Villages of New Denver and 
Silverton and the RDCK, and in 
a ‘Solid Waste Collection Study’ 
commissioned by the Village of 
New Denver last year. People from 
neighbouring communities have 
been in touch to learn more, and 
are considering developing similar 
programs based on the HCS model.

The program currently has 
nine composters in New Denver 
and two in Silverton. The program 
serves 120 residences, three resorts, 
Lucerne School in New Denver, and 
the New Denver and Area Youth 
Centre.

This year, the RDCK is providing 
funding for two more composters 
for the program, and the Villages 
of New Denver and Silverton are 
applying for a grant for six more 

New Denver-Silverton community composting program set to expand
units – four for New Denver and two 
for Silverton – in an application to 
the provincial Clean BC’s Organics 
Funding Program. If the application 
is successful, New Denver would 
install two of the grant-funded units 
this year and two next year, and 
Silverton would install one unit this 
year and one next year.

Locations for the units haven’t 
been decided on yet, but suggested 
locations include the Osprey 
Residence, the Creekside Villas 
neighbourhood, and Denver Siding 
in New Denver, the campground in 
Silverton, and Rosebery. 

A new curing site for the program 
is also being built in New Denver 
with funds from the RDCK. The 
original site is on private property 
in Rosebery. The society was able to 
make an agreement with the Village 
of New Denver to build a new site 
on Village property at the east end 
of Sixth Avenue.

According to the year-end report 
submitted by the society to the 
RDCK, an estimated 20.4 tonnes 
of food waste was diverted from 
the landfill in 2024, thanks to the 
program.

“Five years in, the large majority 
of feedback from participants of 
this program is still positive,” states 
the report. “People are generally 

happy not to be throwing food waste 
into the landfill for environmental 
reasons and they are grateful for an 
alternative to backyard piles that 
attract wildlife. Most people are 

now aware of the problems with 
methane emissions from landfills, 
they feel good about a locally based, 
small-scale program and they are 
always eager for the compost for 

their gardens.”
The annual operating cost for the 

program, currently provided by the 
RDCK through taxation from New 
Denver and Silverton, is $7,800.

Phyllis Head Lasby turned 100 years 
young at Minto House in Nakusp 
on March 4. She is the youngest 

daughter of Roy and Anna Oviatt, and 
mother of four, grandmother of 11, 
great grandmother of 13 and great, 

great grandmother of seven! She has 
had many interests: sewing, knitting, 
crocheting, canning, oil painting, and 

bridge. She was on the women’s 
hockey team in her younger years. 
She liked to travel, and loved the 

water. She’s been a hairdresser, LPN 
and hostess and cook on a yacht. To 

this day, she still loves bingo.

The community composting program in New Denver-Silverton is set to expand.

submitted
How do we find meaning in what 

we’ve lost?  The 2024 Slocan fires left a 
lasting impact on our communities, and 
each person has their unique experience 
of it. ‘Fire Stories: Readings of 
Resilience’ presents a curated collection 
of personal stories and artwork. 

Come listen and support this 

Fire Stories: Readings of Resilience
community event. After the event, 
we invite you to stay for an informal 
gathering. The Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society has generously sponsored this 
community healing event. This evening 
of readings with diverse community 
experiences is happening on March 14 
at 7 pm at the Silverton Gallery, 7 pm. 
Free admission.
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You may recall Desiree’ Kantrim 
of “Desi’s Ducks” Pottery in Burton. 
She passed away on 15th February 
2025. Desi was a member of the 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council, the 
Burton Gymkhana Horse club, and 
the choirs in Burton and Nakusp for 
many years.  Along with Gale Detta, 
Norma Cannon and some others 
she started the “Carols by Candle 
Light,” which has become a yearly 
Christmas celebration in Burton 
where some of her original songs 
may still be performed. 

With Janet Spicer and several others, she revived the Home Ranch 
Market on the old Abriel homestead. Her ceramic sculptures can be found 
locally and around the province. One of her earthenware ducks went as far 
as Buckingham Palace, gifted to Princess Diana & Prince Charles when 
they came to Vancouver for the opening of Expo ‘86.

My sister was born Gertrud Sophie Eichenauer on March 19th, 1929, 
the first child of 5 in Neuenkirchen, Germany. There our parents operated 
a bakery, pastry shop, cafe, and an old time German Weinstube, where, 
with a glass of wine, you could just sit, read a book, play chess or cards, 
or have quiet conversations with friends or strangers - an ambience rarely 
seen nowadays in our fast paced lives. In the fall of 1944, our family moved 
to Frankfurt where Desi attended the Arts School in Offenbach and took 
courses at the Staedel Kunst Academy in Frankfurt. She also worked as a 
switchboard operator in Eisenhower’s headquarters, a job that improved 
not only her English, but also provided the benefit of some American food 
supplies as a bonus to her meager pay; milkpower, dried potatoes in tin 
cans, oranges, chocolate and icecream, which for us at home was a limited 
luxury blessing to our postwar rationed diet. 

Desi decided to leave Germany and immigrated to New York in the 
fall of 1949.  With her training in the arts, she soon found work with the 
famous Barton Chocolates company, designing the embellished chocolate 
cartons and window displays.  Here she changed her name to Desiree, as 
Gertrude was too German sounding for her Jewish employers.  She also 
met Tom Kantrim, a US Military policeman, who had just returned from 
the Pacific war. Years of Tom’s postings in several US States and overseas 
finally led to his assignment in Washington DC with the Military Police.  
Shortly thereafter they welcomed daughter Jacqualine and son Michael 
into the family. 

In 1971 the family came to visit me in Fauquier. They fell in love with 
a lakeshore property in Burton, which they purchased immediately and 
made arrangements with Peter Markar to have  a house built there from 
plans by our architect brother, Max. When Tom and Desi arrived a year 
later, no house was there. Peter had experienced a tragic event and was 
delayed. So they spent the first summer in a tent.  As winter approached, 
the neighboring Berta and Henry Zobel kindly offered their house for the 
winter, as they were going to go south. 

Once the house was built, Desi created an addition as a pottery studio 
and a showroom. Her shop telephone receiver became a big hunk of clay 
and looked more like one of her sculptures–that a visitor wanted to buy. 
“No, it’s my phone.” Desi said, “I can’t get my hands clean every time 
the phone rings.” However, she cleaned her hands meticulously when she 
prepared her own wine, which was liked by all her friends to the extent 
that once a neighbour had to be taken home in a wheelbarrow after one of 
Desi’s famous social  gatherings.

Tom was at first sceptical about the rural setting, but when he realized 
he could return to the horse-back riding of his youth he matched Desi’s 
enthusiasm.  She too had ridden when she was younger. They acquired 
3 horses, one as a packhorse for overnight adventures in the Tillicum 
mountains nearby. They also spent some winters in Mexico, the travel 
including visits to their daughter’s family near San Francisco and son in 
Sacramento around Christmas and New Year’s.

Tom passed early in 1989, after being the only one at the recent New 
Year’s service to express contentment with his life.   Desi created the 
urn for his ashes.  To overcome her loss, she started traveling, including 
hiking portions of Mt. Everest, and a long trip through Africa.  In 1996, 
she moved to Costa Rica where she returned to painting, and after a dozen 
years moved on to Florida where she could be closer to her sister Brigitte.  
They had about 10 years together before Brigitte’s passing. Tom’s nephew 
Jim and his partner Philip became her closest relatives and cared for her 
in her final years. Gerhard, Max, and I are very grateful for their care for 
and love of our sister.

The Slocan Valley Grassroots 
Grammas will host an African dinner 
at the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre on Saturday, April 5 at 5:30 
pm. One hundred tickets are being 
sold for this event, which will include 
a vegetarian meal, silent auction and 
entertainment including African 
songs leading up to dessert. 

With the help of the community, 
the Slocan Valley Grassroots 
G r a m m a s  s u p p o r t  A f r i c a n 
grandmothers with fundraising 
efforts such as this dinner, our Café 
Chocolat cabarets, yard sales, bake 
sales, jewellery sales and the ever-
popular Make a Donation Take a 
Decoration Christmas table. If you 
know us, you know that all proceeds 
go to the African grandmothers’ 
community projects through Stephen 
Lewis Foundation.

In the 1980s, the HIV and 
AIDS pandemic raged through 
the countries of Sub-Saharan 
Africa, claiming a generation of 
young adults. Immediately, African 
grandmothers stepped in to raise 
the children despite grief, stigma 
and disparities. Stephen Lewis, 
then the United Nations’ special 
envoy for HIV and AIDS in Africa, 
called on Canadians to help and the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
campaign began. It is hard to believe 
that there is still an HIV and AIDS 
crisis, that was compounded by 
the COVID pandemic and is now 
being impacted by the withdrawal 
of U. aid. 

“We are privileged to walk 
just a bit of the road with the 
grandmothers,” says Slocan Valley 

Slocan Valley Grassroots Grammas and supporters preparing a previous African dinner.

Grassroots Grammas host African dinner 
Grassroots Gramma Lois Lawrence. 
“We hope you will join us.”

Advance tickets only ($25). 
Contact Kathy at 250-226-7714 

(kjmckenz@telusplanet.net). Bring 
cash or a cheque for beer or wine 
and the silent auction. Doors open 
at 5 pm.
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submitted 
In a world where division often 

overshadows connection, the founders 
of Global Symphony for United 
World (GSUW) have launched a 
transformative non-profit organization 
dedicated to uniting humanity through 
the power of love, kindness, and 
compassion. GSUW aims to inspire 
individuals to nurture their inner selves, 
build stronger relationships, and foster 

Chantal Robert and Frantisek Strouhal are the 
founders of Global Symphony for United World.

Slocan Valley residents found new non-profit to inspire global unity
a more harmonious global community.

GSUW.org is driven by the belief 
that personal growth and mindfulness 
are key to creating a more unified, 
peaceful world. Through spiritual 
education, guided meditations, 
yoga, art, and community programs, 
the organization helps individuals 
connect with their inner selves while 
contributing to the collective well-
being of humanity.

The organization’s mission is 
simple but powerful: “When individuals 
grow in love, compassion, and self-
awareness, they naturally extend that 
energy to their families, communities, 
and the world.”

Founded by Frantisek Strouhal and 
Chantal Robert, GSUW was born from 
a shared passion for fostering unity and 
spiritual growth. Having experienced 
firsthand the transformative power of 

art, mindfulness and compassion, the 
founders felt compelled to create a 
platform to extend these benefits to a 
global audience.

“We realized that the more we 
nurtured our minds, bodies, and spirits, 
the more connected we felt to others,” 
shared Frantisek and Chantal. “We 
wanted to create a space where people 
could come together, support one 
another, and experience the profound 
impact of unity on a personal and 
global scale.”

GSUW offers a variety of programs 
designed to cultivate mindfulness and 
personal development, including yoga 

and guided meditations (group sessions 
that foster inner peace and collective 
consciousness), art exhibitions 
(celebrating the unifying power of art, 
fostering empathy, connection, and 
cultural understanding), art therapy 
(guided sessions that use creative 
expression as a tool for emotional 
healing and self-discovery), community 
events (interactive gatherings that bring 
people together to practice kindness and 
compassion in action).

GSUW invites individuals, 
community leaders, and wellness 
practitioners to join their mission. 
Whether  a t t end ing  an  event , 
contributing to programs, or partnering 
as a yoga instructor or art therapist, 
there are many ways to get involved.

“At GSUW, we believe that by 
nurturing our inner selves, we can 
create ripples of love and compassion 
that extend far beyond us,” said 
Frantisek Strouhal. “Together, we can 
build a more peaceful, unified world.”

To learn more about upcoming 
events, initiatives or more information, 
visit GSUW.org. For partnership 
opportunities, reach out through the 
contact page.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

KITTEN COMING SOON!
A very sweet, wee manx grey tabby 
kitten will be available soon!
For more information, leave a voice 
message and we will call you back.
Phone PALS at 250-265-3792.

Take notice that Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation, from Castlegar, BC, has 
applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 
(WLRS), Kootenay Boundary Region, for for a Licence of Occupation Amendment 
for Roads & Utilities situated on Provincial Crown land located in the vicinity of the 
Slocan Valley.

Any response to this advertisement 
will be considered part of the public 
record. Access to these records 
requires the submission of a Freedom 
of Information request. Visit gov.bc.ca/
freedomofinformation to learn more 
about FOI submissions.

Land Act: Notice of Application for a Disposition of Crown Land

WLRS invites comments on this 
application, the Lands File is 4406042.  
Written comments concerning this 
application should be directed to 
Sr. Authorization Specialist, WLRS, 
Kootenay Boundary Region, at 1902 
Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 
Comments will be received by WLRS 
by April 24, 2025. WLRS may not be 
able to consider comments received 
after this date. Visit the website at 
comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca for more 
information.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village received a letter from 
the Environmental Assessment Office 
(EAO), seeking input on a potential 
environmental assessment of the 
proposed Zincton All-Seasons Resort, 
located near New Denver. 

The Environmental Assessment Act 
only requires assessments of projects 
with 2,000 or more bed units. Zincton’s 
proponent said beds at the resort would 
not exceed 1,700.

The EAO was seeking input to 
inform its decision on whether or not to 
proceed with an assessment even though 
it’s not technically necessary.

After discussion, council concluded 
it doesn’t think an additional assessment 
is needed. Staff will send a letter to the 
EAO, informing it of council’s feedback.

CAO Wayne Robinson wanted 
to make clear that the Village wasn’t 
offering support one way or another for 
the proposal. 

In November 2023, the organization 
Wildsight requested the EAO conduct an 
assessment, citing impacts on wildlife 
and watersheds.  

An Environmental Overview 
Assessment was completed by Cascade 
Environmental Resource Group in 2021, 
as part of the project’s formal proposal 
submission to the Province. 
Highway 23 speed limit

The Village received a letter 
from Mike Farnworth, Minister of 
Transportation and Transit, in response to 
the Village’s request to reduce the speed 
limit on Highway 23 to 50 km/hr. 

Farnworth said ministry staff have 
installed a temporary speed reader board 
to discourage speeding. He also said an 
engineering team will conduct a speed 
review on Highway 23 near Nakusp 
this summer. The review will determine 
if current speed limits are appropriate. 
Policy for leasing municipal 
properties

Council adopted a policy setting 
standards for leasing municipal 
properties. 

The policy establishes criteria 
and guidelines when granting or 
renewing leases, to ensure fairness and 
transparency. 

Due to legislation, the Village must 
lease to businesses at market value. But 
at the Village’s discretion, non-profits 
and societies may be granted favourable 
leases.

Along with meeting a set criteria, 
the policy outlines that applicants 
seeking a favourable lease must submit 
a proposal identifying the organization’s 
vision, goals, and expected outcomes. 
Applicants seeking a renewal must 
submit a report demonstrating how 
they’ve achieved the goals in their 
original proposals.

Partial rent reductions may be 
granted for organizations that only meet 
the criteria for a portion of their services. 

Nakusp council, February 24: Environmental assessment for Zincton not needed, council says
The policy also states that 

organizations granted a favourable lease 
also take on all operating, maintenance, 
and repair expenses for the building. 
Favourable leases do not create enough 
revenue for the Village to set aside 
sufficient funding for asset management. 
Since non-profits are eligible for grants 
for building improvements that the 
Village is not, it made sense to council to 
pass on the responsibility to organizations 
leasing the buildings. 

If an organization hasn’t done proper 
upkeep of the building when the lease 
comes up for renewal, the Village may 
allow proposals from other organizations 
interested in the space.  

In contrast to leases, licences to 
occupy do not grant exclusive use of a 
property. This can lead to shared use of a 
space and make it difficult to determine 
who is responsible for maintenance costs. 
Therefore, the Village removed licences 
to occupy from the policy. 
Outdoor gym letter of 
support

The Village will offer a letter of 
support to paramedics Randy McKenzie 
and Daniel Abraham, who hope to 
purchase and install outdoor gym 
equipment for seniors. They are applying 
to Columbia Basin Trust’s Community 
Development Program.

If received, the grant will go towards 
the equipment, and McKenzie and 
Abraham will raise other funds to cover 
site prep and installation. 

The location is not finalized, but the 
likely spot is near the Rotary Adventure 
Playground.

After installation, the Village will 
take over ownership. CAO Wayne 
Robinson said this type of equipment is 
very low maintenance and tends to last 
a long time.   
AKBLG

Council endorsed seven resolutions 
to be discussed during the annual 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG) 
convention this spring. 

Council discussed what resolutions 
it would like to bring forward during a 
special meeting on February 18.

Council endorses that UBCM urges 
the Province to:

- Expand its Alert Ready Program 
to include health services so that health 
authorities can better alert the public of 
emergency room closures.

- Take all necessary steps to convey 
the need for a task force to address 
incivility and unruly behaviour during 
council meetings.

- Allocate 1% of the 7% collected as 
Provincial Sales Tax to be used solely for 
investment in municipal infrastructure 
and asset renewal.

- Recognize inland ferry services as 
essential to the health, safety, and welfare 
of BC residents and that a minimum 
requirement is set for the number and 
frequency of sailings to provide adequate 

access to communities.
- To hire more qualified medical 

professionals and provide immediate 
provisional medical licences for those 
trained in Canada.

- Implement consistent and 

predictable funding for housing, 
infrastructure, and rural economic 
development. 
Indigenous engagement

The Village will enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the RDCK to complete the 
Indigenous engagement requirements of 
the Emergency Disaster Management 
Act (EDMA). 

EDMA requires municipalities 
and regional districts to work with the 
Indigenous governing bodies whose 
traditional territories or treaty lands fall 
within their emergency management 
authority.

In March 2024, regional districts, 
municipalities, and IGBs each 
received $40,000 from the Indigenous 
Engagement Requirements Funding 
Program to be used for this purpose. 

The Village will transfer its $40,000 
to the RDCK to hire a consultant to 
facilitate the engagement process. The 
funds must be used by March 31. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

One side of the battle for a community 
hub in the Nakusp Village-owned Old 
Fire Hall building is done trying to find a 
middle ground. 

On March 3, the Old Fire Hall 
Collective Society (OFHCS) board sent a 
letter to the Nakusp and Area Development 
Board (NADB), stating that it will not 
abandon what it’s created over the last 
decade; it will not let NADB take over the 
Old Fire Hall.  

“The Old Fire Hall Collective Society 
is responding to a resounding voice of 
members and the community,” reads 
the letter. “This voice is calling for the 
continuation of OFHCS’s management of 
the facility, assets, and programs.”

In October, NADB applied to the 
Rural Economic Diversification and 
Infrastructure Program (REDIP) for 
$500,000 to develop a community hub with 
a focus on food.

With its commercial kitchen, the Old 
Fire Hall seemed a natural location for the 
hub; without having to start from scratch, 
the REDIP funds, if received, could go 
further. 

But the biggest draw to the hall is 
OFHCS and all the work it’s done for 
the community over the years. After 
extensively renovating the derelict building, 

Old Fire Hall Collective Society fights against 
“takeover” by local development board

the society has been successfully running 
community programs that support local 
food producers and organizations. 

The snag of the REDIP funding is 
that NADB, as the applicant, needs to be 
the leaseholder of any building it wants to 
renovate. Therefore, NADB would have 
to take on the lease from OFHCS in order 
to use the funds. 

Board member Rosemary Hughes said 
the OFHCS felt blind-sided by the news. 
With an application deadline of October 31, 
NADB brought forward the idea to OFHCS 
only on October 17, she said. 

“They came to us and said, ‘This is 
what we’re going to do, and we need the 
lease.’”

Hughes expressed disappointment 
that NADB didn’t come to the collective, 
right from the start, to put together a joint 
REDIP application. 

“If they had come to us at the beginning, 
things could have gone differently,” she 
said.  

OFHCS has been in discussions with 
NADB, said Hughes, trying to work on a 
proposal that would respect both societies. 
But she said the NADB won’t budge.

And so the OFHCS is done with those 
discussions, she said.

Ultimately, it will be up to the Village 
to decide which organizations will carry on 
with the lease. 
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by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The district continues its efforts 
to support early learning – this time 
through a partnership with the West 
Kootenay Child Care Resource and 
Referral (CCRR) program. Jamie 
Sokoloski updated the board on the 
satellite sites she’s been offering 
since September. 

“CCRR is a provincial-wide 
initiative to enhance the availability 
and quality of childcare options,” 
said Sokoloski. “The program is a 
point of reference for parents, care 
providers, and communities seeking 
information, resources, support, 
training, and referral services that 
ensure that children have access to 
high quality childcare.”

The district was awarded an 
enhanced contract by the Ministry 
of Education and Child Care to offer 
regular CCRR sessions, alternating 
each week between Lucerne School 
and Nakusp Early Learning Childcare 
Centre. CCRR also provides outreach 
to the Southern Zone. 

CCRR supports parents and 
caregivers with a free resource 
lending library, and information and 
assistance with childcare and the 
Affordable Child Care Benefit. It also 
supports early childhood educators 
(ECE) and teachers with professional 
development opportunities, training, 

School District 10, February 25: District partners with West Kootenay Child Care Resource and Referral  
and networking. 

“Being a regular presence in 
the school is allowing for some 
valuable connections with families 
and educators,” said Sokoloski. 

Each session usually sees about 
three to four workforce members 
(teachers, ECEs, facilitators) and 
two to three families. At Lucerne, 
Sokoloski has a regular story time 
with the K-1 students and daycare 
children. She said attendance has 
increased, with regular clients and 
growing community interest. She 
anticipates continued growth and 
impact.  

Sokoloski attended Lucerne 
School from grades 2 to 12. 

“Coming back to the community 
with CCRR – in collaboration with 
the school district – to support 
families and educators feels like a 
full circle moment for me,” she said. 
She is honoured to be involved in the 
partnership.

Upcoming sessions in Nakusp: 
12 to 4 pm on March 20, April 3 
and 17, May 1 and 15, and June 12 
and 16.

Upcoming Lucerne dates: 12 to 4 
pm on March 13 and 27 (TBD due to 
spring break), April 10 and 24, May 
8 and 22, and June 5 and 19. 

Shared pro-d day
Keith Greenhalf, President of 

Arrow Lakes Teacher Association 

(ALTA), presented to the board on 
a shared professional development 
day that took place on January 24.

The day saw collaboration 
between ALTA, Arrow Lakes 
Educational Leadership Association 
(ALELA), and the district to bring 
together 70 teachers, administrators, 
and CUPE staff for a day of learning. 

“Pro-D days  are  cr i t ical 
opportunities for educators to 
collaborate on and refine their skills 
in order to best serve our students,” 
said Greenhalf.

The day opened with a keynote 
address from district Elder Michael 
Garvey. Participants could then 
attend eight different workshops 
facilitated by teaching staff. Session 
topics included conflict resolution, 
mathemat ics ,  ear ly  l i te racy 
interventions, outdoor education, 
executive functioning, Indigenous 
education, learning technologies, 
and music  educat ion .  Each 
workshop focused on enhancing the 
district’s four strategic priorities: 

competency, health, environment, 
and collaboration.

G r e e n h a l f  n o t e d  t h e 
significance of including TTOCs 
(Teacher Teaching on Call) this 
year. One TTOC was so inspired 
by the welcoming and enriching 
environment that they applied for 
and accepted an unfilled position in 
the district. 

“The day was a huge success and 
a tribute to the knowledge, skills, 
and expertise that exists within our 
district,” said Superintendent Peter 
Dubinsky.
Amended budget

Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
McLellan informed the board of the 
amended budget for this school year. 

Revenues increased by about 
$370,000, because of changes in 
enrolment, missing Indigenous 
education targeted funding, and 
additional grants from the Ministry 
and other provincial entities. Total 
revenues are $14,526,412.

Expenses increased by about 
$214,000 to $14,666,613. Of that, 
$1.1 million is amortization, said 
McLellan. Expense categories 
include instruct ion,  dis t r ic t 
administration, operations and 
maintenance, and transportation 
and housing. 
Next year’s budget

Development of the annual 
budget for the 2025-2026 school year 
will soon get underway. Updates to 
the strategic plan will also be done. 

A survey will be released on 
April 4 for parents and caregivers, 
staff, and students to provide input, 
and will close on May 1.

Various roundtable meetings will 
take place in April for PACs, parents, 
educational leaders, trustees, and 
district staff to attend.

May will see Partner Group 
Advisory discussions, and in-service 
and in-camera board meetings. 
Potential adoption of the budget is set 
for the May 20 public board meeting. 

by Jan McMurray
The Friends of the Orchard 

would like to install a Japanese gate-
style sign in the Orchard but will 
have to wait a little longer for New 
Denver council’s decision. 

Phil Whitfield and Val Piercey 
Wilson attended the February 25 
Committee of the Whole meeting 
in New Denver council chambers 
to discuss the project with council.

The mayor’s concerns about the 
sign’s proposed placement and the 
amount of staff time the project could 
take will be considered by staff, and 
the matter will come back to a future 
council meeting.

The preferred location for the 
sign is adjacent to 324 1st Avenue. It 
would be placed parallel to the street.

Friends of the Orchard signage project stalled
One side of the sign would have a 

welcome sign, a map of the Orchard, 
photos and the walking tour poster 
they created some years ago. The 
other side of the sign would be a 
community bulletin board.

“What we want to do is raise 
visitor and resident awareness so 
they appreciate what we have here,” 
Whitfield said.

The Friends of the Orchard have 
a grant for the project, which must 
be completed by the end of the year.

All council members said they 
liked the idea, but Mayor Leonard 
Casley raised concerns about the 
extra work both public works and 
administrative staff would have if 
the sign were placed on 1st Avenue. 
The sign would create snow removal 

concerns for public works, and 
administrative staff would have to 
amend or rewrite the public bulletin 
board policy. “We can’t keep taking 
things on as a Village because we 
don’t have enough staff or time to do 
what’s on our plates now,” he said.

Mayor Casley was in favour of 
placing the sign in Centennial Park, 
at the park entrance/exit nearest the 
Nikkei Centre. The master plan for 
the park includes a gateway here. 
Casley said staff wouldn’t have to 
write a policy if the sign were in the 
park, but a policy would be needed 
for signage on Village boulevards.

The matter was referred back 
to staff, who will investigate other 
locations for the sign and bring a 
report to a future council meeting.

submitted
Kootenay Emergency Physicians 

Association (KERPA) has received 
a significant grant, the largest in 
KERPA’s 10-year history. The 
Mr. and Mrs. P.A Woodward’s 
Foundation has awarded $100,000 to 
KERPA for the purchase of lifesaving 
equipment to outfit KERPA’s second 
emergency response vehicle.

Dr. Nic Sparrow, founder 
and volunteer physician with 
KERPA, expressed gratitude 
for the funding and recognition 
of KERPA’s work in rural pre-
hospital care. “The Foundation’s 
thoughtful consideration of the 
needs of underserved, rural 
communities outside of BC’s Lower 
Mainland demonstrates their deep 
commitment to equity in healthcare. 
This milestone represents a pivotal 
moment for KERPA, and we’re 

KERPA receives $100,000 grant 
excited about the lasting impact it 
will have on the communities we 
serve.”

The P.A Woodward Foundation 
is based in Vancouver and was 
started in 1951 by P.A Woodward 
and his wife Marion, of the iconic 
Woodward’s retail stores. Since its 
inception, the Foundation has donated 
over $65 million to more than 500 
healthcare facilities across British 
Columbia, providing approximately 
$2 million in annual grants to advance 
healthcare initiatives in communities 
across the province. Kip Woodward, 
President and Chair of the foundation 
acknowledged the important work of 
KERPA in the Kootenays. 

“The Mr.  and Mrs .  P.A. 
Woodward’s Foundation has 
supported heal thcare in  the 
province for more than 75 years 
and has always been driven to fund 

innovations that governments may 
not fund. Given that the Kootenay 
Emergency Response Physicians 
Association (KERPA) is the first 
Special Operations Medical Retrieval 
Accredited Service in all of Canada, 
the P.A. Woodward’s Foundation 
saw this as a perfect alignment and 
was proud to make a $100,000 gift 
to help equip the new emergency 
response vehicle. We believe that 
in doing so, we are helping KERPA 
team members save and improve 
lives.”

With a second emergency 
response vehicle fully equipped 
and ready for operations, KERPA 
will be available to respond to more 
calls with immediate threats to life, 
continue to support paramedics and 
volunteer first responders on these 
critical calls and, ultimately help save 
more lives.



17March 13, 2025  The Valley Voice COMMUNITY

by Moe Lyons
On February 26, Climate 

Hub West Kootenay hosted its 
first Resilience Cafe, a webinar 
entitled, ‘Understanding Complex 
Systems: The Foundation of Climate 
Resilience.’ Attendees were from 
both the West Kootenay and 
California.

T h i s  w a s  a n  a m b i t i o u s 
undertaking, and while the format 
will need a little work to make it 
more interactive, some interesting 
discussion ensued. Two resource 
people, Jayme Jones from Selkirk 
Innovates and Keith McCandless, 
co-creator of Liberating Structures, 
were present. Jones’ work focuses 
on co-creating creative communities, 
with a focus on homelessness, 
poverty and water governance. 
McCandless works in groups to 
unleash creativity.

Jones stated that to be resilient, 
we need to adapt to change– social, 
economic and political. Not only are 

Understanding complex systems
they all connected, but this matters 
now more than ever. She says we 
can’t be perfect, but we have to keep 
trying.

McCandless is an advocate 
of democratizing approaches 
to challenges. He says there is 
resistance to this approach, and that 
authoritarianism tends to rise in times 
of great complexity. “Don’t wait 
for the experts,” he says, believing 
that large groups are infinitely more 
creative and flexible than a few 
experts. “The problems and the 
solutions only take place as you 
do the work.” He quotes Joanna 
Macy, noted environmentalist and 
Buddhist, who stated, “The only way 
out is through.”

Jones concurs. She states you 
have more creative solutions when 
you have community buy-in, which 
occurs when you involve a lot 
of people, not only getting their 
perspectives but bringing everyone 
together. It is important to practice 

deep respect for people and their 
solutions.

She makes a distinction between 
simple, complicated and complex. 
Recipes are simple. Rockets to the 
moon are complicated. Raising 
children is complex, because things 
are always changing. And climate 
change is complex. With complexity, 
solutions might work today but not 
tomorrow. As she says, you have to 
keep trying. She uses this guideline: 
“Good enough for now, safe enough 
to try.”

She said it was important to open 
up discussions as widely as possible, 
reduce constraints, go where there is 
energy and resources. “Go with the 
people who are actually interested 
because often the people you think 
should be interested are already 
fully engaged and don’t have the 
capacity.” And remember, the people 
you invite know other people.

While the intention was for 

participants to engage in discussion, 
people were placed in threes in three-
minute breakout sessions, which 
meant there was little time for any 
real conversations.

One of the main concerns 
raised was increasing polarization. 
Especially with social media, most 
of us surround ourselves with like-
minded people, and rarely discover 
not everyone thinks alike.

Concerns ranged from wildfire 
and drought, particularly from 
California participants, while one 
man from Rossland raised concerns 
about consumer culture and the need 
for community involvement.

Various ideas about what to 
do came out of these discussions. 
These included: write; organize; 
talk to people; learn more; support 
others; write songs; self-care; keep 
carbon footprint down; bike; cook; 
compost; develop phone trees; 
engage in climate action; meet with 

your MLAs and MPs. These are 
often referred to as “15% solutions,” 
meaning they aren’t going to solve 
the whole problem but they do have 
an impact.

The next Resilience Cafe will 
be on March 26, entitled ‘From 
the Ground Up: How Soil Health 
Contributes to Local Resilience.’ 
This session will dive into the 
infinitely complex and fascinating 
world beneath our feet, exploring the 
vital role of soil health in fostering 
local resilience and sustainable 
ecosystems with Greg Utzig and 
Kelpie Wilson.

Then on April 30, join Suzanne 
Simard (Professor and Author) and 
Herb Hammond (forest ecologist and 
author) who will share their expertise 
on forest ecology, conservation, 
and the role forests play in climate 
and local resilience. To register 
for these events, visit www.
westkootenayclimatehub.ca.

submitted
Did you know that in 2024 alone, 

around 31,800 people were expected 
to be diagnosed with cancer in British 
Columbia? The impact of a cancer 
diagnosis goes beyond the emotional 
and physical toll – it places a significant 
financial burden on patients, especially 
those who need to travel for treatment. 

For those living outside urban centres 
and major cities, the financial burden of 
travelling to medical appointments and 
paying for airline, accommodation, 
meals and ground transportation, often 
for extended periods of time, can be 
substantial. 

Thanks to the generous funding from 
the Government of BC, the Canadian 
Cancer Society (CCS) has expanded 
its Cancer Travel and Accommodation 
Services (CTAAS) program to more 
communities across the province. 
Launched in 2023, this life-changing 
program has supported over 3,000 
British Columbians, allowing them to 
focus on their treatment and making 
travel costs one less thing to worry about. 

The CTAAS program provides a 
range of travel and accommodation 
support services to meet the unique needs 
of each individual as they navigate their 
cancer treatment plan.

Financial assistance is available 
through the Travel Treatment Fund 
to support people who must travel to 
receive cancer care, and sometimes even 
to support regional travel. Those who 
must travel to receive a bone marrow 
transplant (BMT) or CAR-T therapy can 
access the funding, as these treatments 
often require travel to Vancouver.

Free ground transportation is 
available to cancer treatment facilities 
via the Wheels of Hope program. 

Cancer support services for West 
Kootenay residents 

This service is available throughout 
the Interior, including the Okanagan, 
Shuswap, Thompson Nicola, and 
Kootenay regions with new communities 
being added frequently.

Free accommodation is available 
in CCS Lodges in Kelowna, Vancouver, 
Victoria and Prince George. The CCS 
Lodges provide a home away from home 
during cancer treatment. Caregivers can 
also stay for a nominal fee. If the lodge 
is fully booked, additional options are 
available 

Free air transportation is available 
via Hope Air for people who need to 
travel more than four hours to reach their 
medical appointments. 

To learn more about the CTAAS 
program, including how to book support 
services, visit cancer.ca/CTAAS, email 
BCTravelFund@cancer.ca or call 1-888-
939-3333.

Free air transportation via our 
partners at Hope Air. For people who 
need to travel more than 4 hours to reach 
their medical appointments, free flights 
can be arranged through Hope Air.

“We know how tough it is to deal 
with a cancer diagnosis. It’s a life-
changing event that impacts patients and 
their families deeply, especially when 
traveling for treatment is necessary. The 
CTAAS program is here to help make 
things a bit easier by reducing the stress 
of logistics and financial costs, allowing 
the patients to focus on their treatment 
and recovery,” said Carolyn Knox, 
Senior Director of Access to Care at 
Canadian Cancer Society. 

If you would like to learn more about 
the CTAAS program, including how to 
book support services, please visit cancer.
ca/CTAAS, email BCTravelFund@
cancer.ca or call 1-888-939-3333.



18 The Valley Voice  March 13, 2025COMMUNITY

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca

Thinking of leaving Canada? Looking for a safe place for 
your family? El Paraiso-Verde, Paraguay, South America could 
be the place for you.

For 8 years now El Paraiso-Verde is a gated community of 
unvaxxed settlers. EPV has almost 3,600 acres which sits on a 
huge aquifer of fresh water.

El Paraiso-Verde is a growing community, independent and 
partly self-sufficient from its surroundings with a lot of space for 
new settlers. This growth creates a need for all kinds of people 
to join us here.

We want to encourage farmers, builders, skilled workers, 
teachers, animal caretakers, technical professionals, engineers, to 
join us at EPV and work with us to bring our ideal community to 
a reality. There is much work to do here.

We are building a community based on contribution, shared 
profits and prosperity for everyone.

Curious? Could this be something for you?

Contact me 
https://epv.one/2NE
wendy.robinson@paraiso-verde.com

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

On March 4, representatives 
from the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay presented the 2025 draft 
budget to Nakusp and Area K residents. 

RDCK Chief Financial Officer 
Yev Malloff led the presentation, with 

RDCK budget meeting held for Nakusp and Area K residents
Area K Director Teresa Weatherhead 
and Village of Nakusp Director 
Aidan McLaren-Caux available for 
questions. 

The financial plan is still in draft 
form, with Malloff’s presentation 
based on the February 25 draft. Staff, 
committee, commission, director, and 
board level reviews, as well as input 
from residents during public meetings, 
will all have an impact before final 
adoption during the regular board 

meeting on March 20.
The RDCK estimated it will 

collect 6.5% more in taxes this year 
over last year – about $44.8 million 
compared to last year’s $41.5 million. 

Area K as a whole will be paying 
9.7% more in RDCK taxes this year, 
with Nakusp residents paying 6.9% 
more. 

The RDCK provides 186 services 
to its residents. The number of services 
provided in each area and municipality 
varies. Each service has its own 
budget, and residents only pay for the 
services their community participates 
in. 

Malloff discussed some of 
the services with notable taxation 
increases. 

The Building Inspection service 
is going up by 26% – mostly due to 
less revenue coming in from permits. 
Malloff said the RDCK removed two 
unfilled building inspector positions 
from the budget until permit sales 
pick up again; the taxation increase 
would be doubled if the positions were 
included. 

The Transit service will see a big 
hike – 35%. During the pandemic, 
the RDCK received funds from the 
Province for transit. It’s been using 
those reserves to reduce taxation, but 
reserves are now running low. Malloff 
noted the complicated, often unfair 
allocation model for the transit service. 
It takes about a year for changes to 
come into effect, but by 2026 there 
could be a new re-apportionment 
plan, he said. 

Rural Administration taxation 
will go up by 25% this year. Malloff 
noted this service is also increasing 
due to the use of surplus to reduce 
taxation in previous years.

The Library, Museum, and 
Archive services will rise by 8%, 31%, 
and 25%. All are housed in the same 
building. The lease renewal requires 
an additional $6,000 for each service 
to cover operating costs, including 
maintenance. 

Fauquier’s Water Utility will 
see parcel tax and user fee increases 
of 10%. These increases are to cover 
inflation and will also help fund 
future projects, such as a water line 
replacement planned for 2026. 

911 Communications will 
increase by 28% to account for a rise 
in contracted service costs for external 
911 dispatch (out of Kelowna) and 
fire dispatch (out of Prince George). 
$30,000 will fund the migration 
to Next Generation 911, a digital 
system that will replace the traditional 
network and allow users to send text 
messages and videos.
RDCK tax bills: the numbers

Here’s how the increases affect 
Nakusp and Area K residents based on 
$250,000 of property assessment value. 
Village of Nakusp 

Nakusp residents are provided 

with 16 RDCK services. They will pay 
$358 per $250,000 of property value, 
up from $356 in 2024. 

Arena :  $130 .17 ;  Trans i t : 
$43.52; Library: $34.51; Garbage/
recycling: $27.44; General Admin: 
$22.59; Building Inspection: $19.58; 
Emergency Planning:  $17.63; 
Animal Control: $12.27; Emergency 
Communications 911: $10.98; 
Archives: $8.57; Museum: $7.45; 
Cemetery: $6.49; Rec Commission: 
$5.31; Search and Rescue: $4.43; 
GIS: $4.19; and Summit Lake Ski 
Hill: $2.69.
Area K (Fire Protection)

These residents live within the 
defined portion of Area K that receives 
fire protection services from the Village 
of Nakusp – along with 19 RDCK 
services. Tax bills here are $441 per 
$250,000 of property value ($436 in 
2024). 

Arena: $130.17; Fire Protection: 
$88.41; Rural Admin: $35.31; Library: 
$27.49; General Admin: $22.59; 
Planning and Land Use: $21.54; 
Building Inspection: $19.58; Garbage/
recycling: $18.27; Emergency 
Planning:  $17.63;  Emergency 
Communications 911: $10.98; Transit: 
$9.38; Archives: $8.57; Museum: 
$7.45; Rec Commission: $5.37; 
Search and Rescue: $4.43; GIS: 
$4.19; Community Sustainability: 
$3.79; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.69; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.82; and 
EDC: $0.99.
Edgewood

Edgewood residents will pay $283 
per $250,000 of home value. Last year, 
it was $261. The bill goes towards 18 
RDCK services.

Street lighting: $79.69; Rural 
Admin: $35.31; General Admin: 
$22.59; Planning and Land Use: 
$21.54;  Bui ld ing Inspect ion: 
$19.58; Garbage/recycling: $18.27; 
Emergency Planning:  $17.63; 
Edgewood Fire Brigade: $16.03; 
Emergency Communications 911: 
$10.98; Transit: $9.38; Edgewood 
Legion: $8.35; Rec Commission: 
$5.37; Search and Rescue: $4.43; GIS: 
$4.19; Community Sustainability: 
$3.79; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.69; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.82; and 
EDC: $0.99.

Director Weatherhead and CFO 
Malloff were unsure why Street 
Lighting was so high – perhaps due to 
replacement costs, they said. 
Fauquier

Residents here are looking at $285 
per $250,000 assessment, compared to 
last year’s $279. Fauquier receives 17 
RDCK services.

Fauquier Fire Brigade: $59.34; 
Fauquier Hall: $47.15; Rural Admin: 
$35.31; General Admin: $22.59; 
Planning and Land Use: $21.54; 
Building Inspection: $19.58; Garbage/
recycling: $18.27; Emergency 
Planning:  $17.63;  Emergency 

Communications 911: $19.98; 
Transit: $9.38; Rec Commission: 
$5.37; Search and Rescue: $4.43; GIS: 
$4.19; Community Sustainability: 
$3.79; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.69; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.82; and 
EDC: $0.99.
Burton

Burton residents’ tax bills will be 
$212 per $250,000 of property value 
($200 last year). Burton receives 16 
RDCK services. 

Rural Admin: $35.31; Burton 
Hall: $33.38; General Admin: $22.59; 
Planning and Land Use: $21.54; 
Building Inspection: $19.58; Garbage/
recycling: $18.27; Emergency 
Planning:  $17.63;  Emergency 
Communications 911: $10.98; Transit: 
$9.38; Rec Commissions: $5.37; 
Search and Rescue: $4.43; GIS: 
$4.19; Community Sustainability: 
$3.79; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.69; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.82; and 
EDC: $0.99.

Fitness classes 
to be allowed 
at New Denver 
Community 
Gym
by Jan McMurray

Fitness classes at the New Denver 
Community Gym at the health centre 
may start up again this August.

This decision was made at the 
RDCK’s Recreation Commission 6 
meeting March 4, where commissioners 
discussed a staff report on third-party 
usage of the gym.

The commission agreed with the 
recommendations in the report from 
Trisha Davison, Regional Manager 
of Recreation & Client Services, that 
third-party activities focus on physical 
movement, that they take place in the 
gym and not the fitness centre, and 
that the fitness centre always be open 
during its regular operational hours. 
Rental fees will be in line with fees 
at other RDCK facilities: $29.65/hour 
for adult recreation and $19.77/hour 
for youth recreation. The commercial 
fee is $49.41/hour and the fee for 
a fundraising event is $39.53/hour. 
Commissioners also agreed to a pilot 
period of one year for third-party usage 
at the gym, starting August 1.

Commission Chair Casey Law said 
there was a lot of discussion around the 
recommendation that any third-party 
use occur outside of hours currently 
protected for public usage (Monday 
to Friday from 3-6:30 pm and 9-10:30 
pm, and Saturday and Sunday from 
noon to 6 pm). There was some interest 
in allowing one-off exceptions to this, 
Law said.

Staff will now do the administrative 
work required to allow third party 
bookings, and will  update the 
commission at its May 8 meeting.
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storeys, custom built with attached five-
car garage on one acre in Nakusp, BC. The 
price is variable. For more information 
and/or arrange a viewing, call Ernie at 
250-265-8943.

MY NAME IS BRAD and I am a single 
guy on disability with Fibromyalgia. I 
am looking for a new rental apartment, 
bachelor suite in the Nakusp/ Slocan Valley 
area. I do not smoke, drink or party. I am 
a quiet individual who doesn’t own any 
pets. I pay my rent in full and on time. 
References available. You can call my cell 
(905) 466-1374.

SPRING IS HERE!!! ELITE Cleaners will 
transform and restore your home! BEST 
Cleaners in the KOOTS! Call or Text 250-
551-2838, www.elite-cleaners-online.com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also 
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer. 
Please call 250-299-9841.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for 
witnesses who used to work for the Village 
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched 
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now 
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you 
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

hotmail.com
CARE AID REQUIRED IN WINLAW: 
Two days, 5 hours per day. CSIL funded. 
Min $27/hr. Contact nordic.es@protonmail.
com

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New 
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For 
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including 
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you 
can receive free, confidential support by 
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence 
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to 
your local emergency room for confidential 
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based 
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

HOME FOR SALE by owner. Two 

in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BABY CHANGE TABLE/DRESSER 
– Nice dark wood piece of furniture, but 
one of three drawers is broken (easy fix). 
Located in Rosebery, just north of New 
Denver. Make an offer. 250-358-7215.
FIFTH WHEEL FRAME – Located in 
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make 
an offer. 250-358-7215.

THE NEW DENVER AND AREA 
YOUTH CENTRE Society is seeking a 
part-time supervisor for the Outlet. This 
position requires working during evening 
hours, some cooking, a commitment 
to youth advocacy and provision 
of a current Criminal Record check. 
Experience working with youth is an 
asset. For application information, please 
contact Donna at 250-551-4830 or email 
newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.com.
A DISABLED YOUNG MAN requires 
24-hour care. The Society is seeking care 
workers (certified) to provide casual relief 
for six- to eight-hour shifts, one to two 
days weekly. The client lives in Nelson 
BC. Please respond to bab_360_white@

and restoration workers. We would not 
be here without the kindness and support 
of the entire New Denver and Silverton 
communities.

-Ray, Jayson, Danja, Trey, Leo and Kali

SQUARE DANCING on March 14 at the 
Bosun Hall (7-9 pm). Ages 13+ welcome. 
No experience needed. Admission by 
donation.
THE 2025 AGM of the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society will be held at 7:00 
pm at the museum, March 31. After the 
meeting we will view a few slides of 
the Standard & Mammoth mines. Wear 
something warm! Any questions? e-mail 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com.

SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS 
GRAMMAS African Dinner! Saturday, 
April 5, 5:30 at the Vallican Whole. 
Vegetarian meal and entertainment, $25. 
Tickets only. Contact Kathy at 250-226-
7714 or kjmckenz@telusplanet.net.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, April 5 at the Slocan Valley 
Legion, 502 Harold St. starting at 6:30 pm 
sharp. $30 Buy-in. ADVANCE TICKETS 
must be reserved by emailing 276svl@
gmail.com or by phoning 250-355-2672 
or buying at Sunday Music Jams or at 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan. BC 
Gaming rules will apply. We look forward 
to seeing you!
THE 2025 AGM of the New Denver 
Community Market Society will be held on 
Wednesday, March 19 at 6 pm at Burgin’s 
house, 604 Bellevue Street.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
ARTISTS’ CALL - Expression of 
Interest: Are you an artist who would like 
to be part of the Columbia Basin Trust 
Culture Tour? If you are interested, please 
contact admin@slocanlakeartscouncil.
ca by March 26. If enough artists are 
interested, we can discuss putting 
together a group show.

THANK YOU to everyone who has come 
together to support us. We don’t know of 
a better, more caring community. We are 
overwhelmed by your generosity. It means 
the world. Thank you to the fire department 
and all the volunteers who came out to help. 
Thank you to the RCMP and ambulance 
crews for keeping everyone safe. Thank 
you to the doctors, nurses and caregivers in 
New Denver and Trail for taking care of us. 
Special thanks to Dick and Barb, Katrina, 
and to the Quilters’ Guild for the beautiful 
quilt. Thank you to New Market, Vikki and 
Maggie at the Valhalla Inn and all New 
Denver and Silverton businesses for your 
generosity. Thank you to Jessica at HUB 
Insurance for your help. Leona and Rosie 
with the insurance company have been 
helpful and patient, as have investigators 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

TSBC LEL0213780

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARD OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HOSPICE

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

WANTED

FOR SALE

NOTICES

PETS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

RENTAL WANTED
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

Happy New Year!

Winter Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

NEW HOURS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE
Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

PHOTOGRAPHY
REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN
old photo retouching

VISIT  
abfoto.ca

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative (SIFCo) traces its origins 
back to the environmental movement of 
the 1990s, when local residents sought a 
new approach to forestry management. 
At the time, major logging companies 
controlled the region’s watersheds, 
prompting repeated calls for community 
stewardship.

“There were six different times the 
community stood on roads to protest – at 
Perry Ridge, Trozzo, Elliot-Anderson, 

Slocan Valley community forestry: a look behind and ahead
Bonanza Creek, Denver Flats, and Hasty 
Creek – and over decades of community 
meetings and a call for a different kind 
of management, SIFCo was a response 
to all of that,” said Stephan Martineau, 
SIFCo’s manager.

Watershed protection organizations 
– including the Red Mountain 
Residents’ Association, the Winlaw 
Watershed Committee, and the Elliot/
Anderson/Christian/Trozzo Watersheds 
Association (EACT) – partnered with 
the Village of Slocan in 2004 to apply 

for a community forest license. Their 
goal was to balance perspectives, 
ensuring both watershed protection and 
sustainable forestry practices.

“Our vision was really about 
bridging the gap between those who 
wanted to continue business as usual 
and those who wanted to halt all 
commercial logging in watersheds,” 
Martineau explained. “We proposed 
managing the community forest using 
Herb Hammond’s ecosystem-based 
management system. After three-and-

a-half years of volunteer work on the 
proposal, the government granted us a 
probationary license in 2008. By 2011, 
we had secured a 25-year community 
forest agreement.”

The concept of community forestry 
in the Slocan Valley, however, goes back 
even further to the 1970s and 1980s, 
when the Slocan Valley Watershed 
Alliance (SVWA) advocated for 
local control over consumptive-use 
watersheds. Influenced by Hammond’s 
approach, SVWA submitted a proposal in 

1996 for ecosystem-based management 
of all watersheds from Summit Lake to 
South Slocan. Though the government 
did not accept this proposal, it laid the 
groundwork for later efforts. In 2003, 
after the expansion of the provincial 
community forest pilot project, the 
collaborative effort of the three local 
watershed committees and the Village 
of Slocan laid the foundation to create 
a new proposal, which was ultimately 
approved and became SIFCo.

continued on page 21
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805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 

and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office 

located in Winlaw. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

RECYCLING

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

February 21, 
2025

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Slocan Valley community forestry: a look behind and ahead
continued from page 20
Moving forward: research 
and rehabilitation

Following last summer’s wildfires, 
SIFCo is now focused on studying the 
burned areas in the Slocan Valley’s 
community forest, which spans from 
Lebhado Flats (Pedro Creek watershed) 
to Slocan on the east side of the river, 
and from Enterprise Creek to Silverton 
on the east side of the lake.

SIFCo has partnered with the 
University of British Columbia (UBC) 
to evaluate the effectiveness of its 

wildfire mitigation efforts over the years. 
In addition, the cooperative has applied 
for funding to conduct a comprehensive 
analysis of the burned areas to determine 
the best course of action for recovery.

“Which areas should be left alone? 
Which would benefit from tree planting? 
Should we replant the same species or 
introduce more climate-resilient ones? 
Are there critical concerns that need to 
be addressed? These are the questions 
we are exploring,” Martineau said.

While SIFCo’s focus is mainly on 
research and restoration, some salvage 

logging is being considered in select 
areas. One area in the north portion 
of the 2024 wildfire is currently being 
salvaged. It is located south of Bannock 
Point below Red Mountain residents, 
has no water users and could create a 
future fire hazard for residents of Red 
Mountain. One of the goals of the 
salvage operation is improved safety 
for the community. The cooperative has 
identified three other areas, located close 
to residents who were greatly affected 
by the wildfire and who could use some 
help with management. 

This spring, SIFCo will assess 
potential salvage areas in the southern 
portion of the tenure. However, 
Martineau stressed that the organization’s 
primary focus remains on research, 
wildfire mitigation, and long-term 
ecosystem and community resilience.

“Ultimately 95% of the land that 
burned within our tenure in 2024 will 
not be salvaged,” Martineau clarified.

For 2025, outside of post-wildfire 
activities, SIFCo will continue to focus 
on manual mitigation work in the Red 
Mountain Road area and Paradise 

Valley. “Most of our efforts will involve 
type 1 wildfire mitigation – thinning 
from below and clearing underbrush. 
There are no immediate plans for 
commercial harvesting, except for one 
small area at Pedro Creek that may or 
may not proceed this year,” Martineau 
noted.

“Our work has always been about 
finding a balanced approach that serves 
the community and the land. SIFCo is 
likely one of the most progressive and 
ecosystem-focused tenure holders in 
BC,” he concludes.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

New Spring clothing has arrived! 
Also, a new selection of “Spell 
Me” jewellery from Kamloops. 

Open Tuesday-Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by  Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Capital projects and the 2025 
budget were up for discussion during 
Kaslo council’s March 4 Committee 
of the Whole meeting.  

CAO Robert Baker drew attention 
to the cost of the Village’s services.

To maintain current service levels 
in 2025, CAO Baker said the Village 
needs to budget about $3.2 million 
for operating and capital expenses, 
and reserve contributions. However, 
the draft budget as of March 4 stands 
at $2.35 million – about an $850,000 
shortfall. 

The current service levels are not 
sustainable, said Baker. 

Just raising taxation will not 
remedy the shortage, he said. The 
Village usually brings in about 
$750,000 through taxes. Raising 
taxes by 10% would only bring in 
$75,000 more.

Baker suggested other options 
for council to consider: minimizing 
grants-in-aid and tax exemptions; 
increasing lease rates and offering 
fewer favourable leases; increasing 
water and sewer user fees; seeking 
donations; and pursuing more grants 
for shovel-ready Village projects. 

Mayor Suzan Hewat suggested 
debt financing, as interest rates 
are low. It’s common for other 
municipalities and regional districts 
to borrow.

Councillor Matthew Brown was 
very hesitant to raise taxes; he’s heard 
from community members concerned 
about losing their homes if taxation 
goes up too much. Brown said he 
would rather reduce services to make 
up the funds. 

Councillor Robert Lang suggested 
increasing the Village’s tax base by 
adding more housing and potentially 
looking at boundary expansion.

The Village welcomes comments 
and feedback from the public as it 
continues to develop its 2025 budget.  

Capital projects
Ian Dunlop, Manager of Strategic 

Initiatives, presented the 2025 capital 
projects. Included here is not an 

Kaslo COTW, March 4: Capital projects and budget talk
exhaustive list.

Last year, the Village had 
a pavement condition survey 
completed, which revealed that one-
third of roads are in poor to very poor 
condition. $800,000 will go towards 
subsurface reconstruction and paving 
on the 200 block of Front Street; the 
300 to 500 blocks of Second Street; 
Balfour Avenue from Highway 31 to 
Back Road; and Arena Avenue from 
Balfour Avenue to the arena. The 
Village will use funds from reserves, 
the Community Works Fund, and the 
Growing Communities Fund. 

Renovations at the Kemball 
Memorial Centre continue, with 
$1.1 million worth of work planned 
for 2025: accessibility improvements; 
electrical, plumbing, and HVAC 
upgrades; hazardous materials 
removal; life and fire safety upgrades; 
and window improvements. Most 
funding will come from grants, with 
$60,000 coming from the Kemball 
reserve. 

Asset management program 
development is ongoing, with the 
goal of creating a 20-year financial 
plan outlining when assets need to 
be replaced and how the Village can 
prepare for those costs. $60,000 will 
be spent on the program using grants.

The Front Street Park lighting, 
landscaping, retaining wall, and water 
fountain will be completed this spring, 
using $61,000 from Columbia Basin 
Trust and reserves. 

A new HVAC system and backup 
power generator will be installed at the 
arena. The HVAC system will be able 
to filter wildfire smoke. Two feasibility 
studies will also be completed this 
year – for a commercial kitchen, and 
accessibility upgrades. Total costs for 
the arena are $237,590 from grants 
and reserves.

The Village will work on obtaining 
proper permits to demolish the wharf, 
which has become quite derelict, said 
Dunlop. $22,000 will create a plan for 
“waterfront renewal” so the Village 
can apply for grants. A breakwater, 
new public docks, and a waterfront 
trail may appear in the plan. 

The Village retained Barefoot 
Planning and Design to work on the 
South Kaslo Development Plan. 
Barefoot will assess how the property 
can be developed and serviced, with 
the end goal of housing. Public 

and stakeholder consultations will 
begin in late April or early May. The 
Village will use $60,000 from the 
Rural Resident Attraction fund and 
Provincial Housing Initiatives grant.

The Village will use a $45,000 
UBCM grant to update its address 
mapping to align with the Next 

Generation 911 province-wide 
system. The Village will share the 
updated information with the RDCK, 
who will share it with the emergency 
call centre. 

The source water protection plan 
and flood and erosion mitigation 
plan will both make use of the 

Disaster Resiliency and Innovation 
Fund (DRIF) – $85,000 and $65,000 
respectively. Dunlop said the grant 
should be confirmed next week. 

Expansion designs for the 
wastewater treatment plant will 
cost $60,000 from the Growing 
Communities Fund.  

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council is in support of the 
Environmental Assessment Office 
(EAO) conducting an assessment 
of the Zincton All-Seasons Resort 
proposal. 

The Village received a letter from 
the EAO, seeking input on a potential 
environmental assessment of the 
proposed resort between Kaslo and 
New Denver. 

The Environmental Assessment 
Act only requires assessments of 
projects with 2,000 or more bed 
units. Zincton’s proponent said beds 
at the resort would not exceed 1,700.

The EAO was seeking input to 
inform its decision on whether or not 
to proceed with an assessment even 
though it’s not technically necessary.

Mayor Suzan Hewat said it’s 
important to speak for the wildlife. 
Councillor Erika Bird said she 
didn’t see the harm in environmental 
professionals giving their input. 
Staff will send a letter to the EAO, 
informing it of council’s opinion. 

In  November  2023 ,  t he 
organization Wildsight requested the 
EAO conduct an assessment, citing 
impacts on wildlife and watersheds.

An Environmental Overview 
Assessment was completed by 
Cascade Environmental Resource 
Group in 2021, as part of the project’s 
formal proposal submission to the 
Province. 

Patio for the Dog House
Eric’s Meat Market was granted 

a temporary licence of occupation to 
use two parking stalls for an outdoor 
patio.

The Dog House restaurant, 
which opened last year and is run 
by Eric’s Meats, will use the stalls at 
425 Front Street for a patio from May 
1 to September 30. In May, June, and 
September, the patio will be open six 
days a week, from 11 am to 8 pm. In 
July and August, it will be open all 
week, with extended hours during 
Mays Days and Jazz Fest. 

The licence is good for five years 
and costs $550 per parking stall per 
season. 

Eric’s Meats will require a 
building permit. The Village will 
review the patio’s design to ensure 
the aesthetics of the structure meet 
the Official Community Plan’s 
Heritage Design Guidelines. The 

Kaslo council, February 25: Council supports 
environmental assessment for Zincton

patio must be accessible, with an 
accessible washroom available 
within the business. 

Councillor Erika Bird was 
recused as she is employed by 
Eric’s Meats. 

Kaslo baseball and softball
Council gave Kaslo Baseball 

and Softball Association (KBSA) 
permission to sell sponsorship 
recognition plaques for the new 
dugouts at Murray Pearson Memorial 
Ball Park. 

KBSA will submit plaque 
designs to the Village for approval.

Councillor Matthew Brown was 
recused as he is president of KBSA.

Volunteer fair
The Kaslo Events Committee 

received council support to submit 
an application to the RDCK’s 
Community Development Program 
to fund a Volunteer Fair and 
Appreciation event on Saturday, 
April 12.

The $4,000 grant will cover the 

cost of the event.
Farmers’ markets
The Village will send a letter to 

Minister of Health Josie Osborne, 
expressing its support for the BC 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon 
Program. 

The program is funded by the 
Province and allows lower-income 
residents to use coupons to purchase 
fresh produce, meat, eggs, cheese, 
fish, and herbs from local farmers’ 
markets.

In 2024, local residents redeemed 
$23,913 at the Kaslo Saturday 
Market. Kaslo Food Hub, part of 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society, distributed the 
coupons. 

Funding for 2025 and beyond is 
not yet secured, said BC Association 
of Farmers’ Markets executive 
director Heather O’Hara, in the letter 
to the Village. A letter of support 
will demonstrate the program’s 
importance in Kaslo. 

submitted
A Kaslo resident has filed a lawsuit 

against the Human Rights Tribunal, 
and the case will be heard the week 
of March 24 in the Nelson courthouse.

Tamara Patricia Balla vs. the 
Human Rights Tribunal of BC will be 
heard before the Supreme Court of BC. 
Two hours have been scheduled for the 
hearing. The exact date and time will 

Information on a lawsuit launched by Kaslo resident Tamara Balla is posted on Bee Lane in Kaslo.

Notice of court hearing
be known March 20 or 21.

Tamara’s opening statement and 
content she is wishing to address can 
be reviewed publicly at this time in 
Kaslo on Bee Lane at the house with 
‘The End of the World is Here’ on 
the fence. Here, you can also review 
material on spiritual warfare and 
crimes against humanity at her outdoor 
card stall cupboard.
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by Jan McMurray
Hills residents are considering a 

proposed wildfire risk reduction project 
for two areas near the community. A 
public meeting was held March 6 to 
discuss the proposal.

Amber Cooke of the Ministry 
of Forest’s Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Program out of Castlegar presented the 
proposal, with Adriana Burton of BC 
Wildfire Service and Lindsay Hill of 
Forsite Forest Management Specialists 
on hand to help answer questions.

One of the areas proposed for 
treatment surrounds the gravel pit, 
and the other is further north along the 
highway, with Purdy Road at its southern 
boundary. Both areas are unallocated 
Crown land, which means there are 
no forest licences or any other tenure 
assigned on the land.

There would be no machinery used 
in the gravel pit treatment unit at all, 
and only small machinery in the Purdy 

Wildfire risk reduction project proposed for Hills
Road area unit, Cooke said. “We would 
be using very small machines, that can 
be hauled on trailers behind pickup 
trucks,” she said.

No roads would be built for the 
project – only small, narrow trails.

The three main activities in the 
units would be reducing surface fuel, 
understory spacing, and increasing the 
canopy base height, Cooke explained.

Reducing surface fuel means 
cleaning up the forest floor of debris. 
Hill clarified that not all debris would be 
removed – bigger debris is left because 
it is slow to ignite and slow to burn in 
the event of a wildfire. She said crews 
would take branches off a large fallen 
log, and leave the log on the forest floor, 
for example.

Understory spacing means removing 
small trees (less than 12.5 centimetres in 
diameter) and dead trees, Cooke said, but 
wildlife trees and deciduous trees would 
be retained.

Increasing the canopy base height 
means pruning. All live or dead conifers 
over three metres in height would be 
pruned. “By decreasing the gap between 
the ground and the main canopy of the 
tree, where a fire could really get going, 
a crown fire becomes less likely,” Cooke 
explained.

Both treatment areas each have 
zones within them where root rot is 
prevalent. In these areas, there would be 
only be manual surface fuel clean-up and 
burning of the debris, Cooke said. “You 
don’t want to exacerbate the root rot, so 
burning is best here – chipping would 
spread it around,” she said. “And there 
will be no machinery allowed in the root 
rot zones.”

In the Purdy Road area unit, there 
is high production mushroom habitat. 
Cooke said the inoculated logs would 
be ribboned and not disturbed during 
treatment, and trails for the small 
machinery would be built in areas that 

minimize impacts to mushroom habitat.
There is also one stream crossing 

in the Purdy Road unit. Cooke said 
treatment work would have to be done 
within windows for both fish and 
migratory birds.

One resident expressed concern 
about the moss and wetlands in the Purdy 
Road unit. Hill said the treatment plan 
follows the best practices management 
guide for the wetbelt so canopy closure 
will be maintained.

Another raised concerns about 
burning debris and expressed preference 
for chipping. Hill agreed that chipping 
here would be a good option. “It’s wetter, 
so the chips have a chance to degrade. 
It’s a really good option to leave the 
nutrients on site and to not burn.”

Another asked if the debris over 
three inches in diameter could be set 
aside for firewood. Cooke said this could 
be included in the contract, but it would 
be very important that the wood got 
picked up in a timely manner.

After a wildfire risk reduction 
project like this one, Cooke said, “You’ll 
have more forest left after a fire, and a 
quick return to forest structure after a 
fire. Having wildfire fighting crews go 
into a stand that’s been treated is safer 
for them, and provides them with an 
opportunity to fight the fire.”

However, she acknowledged that 
these two units would just be a start on 
protecting Hills. “There is so much work 
that can be done – it’s never ending. We 
have to be strategic because we don’t 
have the funding and time.” 

She said optimally, to protect the 
community from all directions, she’d 
been told by a BCWS rep that the 
project should start up at the Valhalla 

Hills Nordic ski area. “But a licencee has 
tenure there,” she said. “The elephant in 
the room is licencees, but I think they are 
going to get on board – but it’s easier 
when the land is unallocated.”

Cooke also said the land will remain 
unallocated after treatment. “It would go 
into a government database where the 
government tracks what’s been done on 
the land, so if anyone proposed salvage 
logging here, for example, it would 
show up in the system as a wildfire risk 
reduction area.”

The work is not expected to 
start until 2026. The gravel pit unit 
is scheduled for 2026, and the Purdy 
Road unit is scheduled for 2027 and 
2028. The Purdy Road unit has been 
given more time because it is quite large 
at almost 80 hectares. The prescriptions 
(plans) for the units will be completed 
by the end of March, and will go 
out for First Nations consultation in 
April. The Central Kootenay Invasive 
Species Society would do pre- and post-
treatment surveys, as well.

The Hills Emergency Services 
Society and Hills Fire Brigade are the 
two groups that organized this meeting 
and others on wildfire risk reduction. 
They are polling the community by 
ballot on support for the proposed 
project.

“This project needs community 
support in order to proceed,” said 
Richard Allin. “We will pursue the 
polling over the next couple of weeks.”

Tyler Bradley offered to take people 
on tours of the demonstration wildfire 
risk reduction project done by SIFCo in 
Hills. He also said they were mapping 
water sources and old roads, and would 
make the map available to the ministry. 

by Jan McMurray
Registration is open 

for the West Kootenay 
F o o t b a l l  C l u b ’ s 
recreational soccer 
teams. The season begins 
April 7, and ends in June.

The club also has a 
travel team program for 
those who want to play 
at a higher level. These 
teams are open to anyone 
who wants to make the 
commitment to play on 
a rep team – no tryouts 
are necessary.

“You have to fit into 
one of the age brackets, 

The U15 girls ‘Rubber Duckies’ West Kootenay Football travel team (pictured here) have played games in Kelowna and Penticton so far this year. 

Soccer season begins
and all players are 
required to play in our 
recreation programs 
because we don’t want 
elitism to develop in 
our club,” said Matthew 
Wood, Director and 
Head Coach of the 
organization.

Currently, there is 
a U15 girls’ team, a 
U13/14 boys’ team, 
a U11/12 boys’ team, 
and a U10 boys’ team. 
Two U12 girls’ teams 
are in development and 
accepting registrations 
now.
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The Mountain Artisan Bakeshack will sell its organic Traditional German 
Sourdough Bread at Bliss Cafe in Slocan.

 Delivery will be every Wednesday around 1 pm, starting March 19. Different varieties will be 
available and also free samples for people to try.

Bliss Cafe is open daily from 8 to 3 pm and besides serving fabulous organic coffee and treats , they 
also offer organic, nourishing Bone broth from Beef,& chicken as well as  Miso broth & Mushroom 
tonic. Morell mushroom booster can be added to any broth.

Check out Bliss Cafe for upcoming fresh, made in house savory menu additions.
Jessi Vollmer, long time professional Chef/ Baker and owner  of the Mountain Artisan Bakeshack 

has supplied Niko and Bliss Cafe since its opening about a year ago and is very happy to extend this 
relationship to selling her  sourdough Bread as well. The Mountain Artisan Bakeshack is entering its 4 
th year of operation as a Micro production, wholesale Bakery business in April 2025. “ I am happy I can 
serve the community of Slocan with my Bread and I am grateful to all my customer’s up and down the 
valley for the continued and steady support thru the years and especially after last summer’s Evacuation. 
I was able to return home and pick up my baking no problem, people were waiting and asking for fresh 
Bread in the stores. That was an awesome experience for me after all that uncertainty.”

Recently, Jessi extended her 
many unique handcrafted Bread 
varieties  with a toasted Pumpkin 
seed Loaf and   Sourdough 
Foccacia. All Breads are 100 
percent Sourdough made from 
certified organic Canadian Grain, 
Seed and Flour   sourced mostly 
from the Okanagan and Creston 
areas. The Bread doughs are 
fermented for a period of 18 to 24 
hours depending on season and are 
highly digestible even for sensitive 
individuals.

Eggs used in our baking 
always come from local farms 
and happy chickens.

The emphasis of Jessis products is on sustainability, affordability and high- quality artisanal products 
and that aligns well with the preferences of the  Slocan Valley locals.

Another newer product available is the organic Coconut Superfood Donut with Mesquite and Maca 
booster. Toasted Coconut, coconut flour and coconut milk make this a great choice for people who don’t 
tolerate gluten or dairy but still like to have a treat that is familiar, tastes delicious and leaves you feeling 
good in your tummy. With rising food cost effecting everyone, Jessi’s partner in business Michael, is 
offering to all home bakers Whole sale organic  Canadian Flour and Grains with 20 kg being the minimum 
order. “ We are ordering in big quantity and its basically more affordable the more we order each time. We 
get good deals with our local suppliers and I am already driving around to pick up our orders at various 
places and figure I might as well try to fill up my vehicle with Flour every trip” Micha says. 

Jessi Volmer’s bread is becoming popular in the Slocan Valley and beyond.

Available   flours will be Whole Wheat, White, Rye, Spelt, 
Buckwheat, oats etc.

Full product and price lists available upon request , email memter@
protonmail.com. Drop offs/ pick ups  would happen in Winlaw, Slocan, 
New Denver and Silverton.  Jessi’s Breads and Treats are available 
fresh on Monday/Wednesday/ Friday at New Market Foods and 
Silverton General store, Tuesday at Homegrown Market in Nakusp.
Wednesday at Bliss Cafe, Gaia Tree, Mountain Valley Gas station & 
Silverton Building Supply.Another newer product available is the 

organic Coconut Superfood Donut.

by Art Joyce
Slocan Valley musician and 

artist Ru Rose will be launching 
her new album and art project 
Revival at the Vallican Whole 
Saturday, March 29. 

Be prepared to come early 
and stay late, as there will be 
an artist talk and art show from 
2 to 3:30 pm, with a live music 
performance from 5 to 7 pm. 

Revival showcases a full-
length conceptual debut album 
of 12 original sacred folk songs 
recorded “live-off-the-forest-
floor” in the mountains of the 
unceded and ancestral territories 
of the Sinixt and Ktunaxa nations. 
Interwoven with the songs of the 
album is a series of 12 intricate 
paintings created with hand-made 
inks, dyes and paints. 

The afternoon will begin 
with the art show and talk 
showcasing the 12-piece series 

Ru Rose announces new album launch
of original paintings by Rose 
from materials such as crushed 
stones made by local paint maker 
Marie Michele Proulx, onion skin 
dye, and ink from black walnuts 
and roots made by the artist. 
Local craftsman Dylan of Silver 
City Supply Co. created stunning 
hand-made wooden frames for 
the original artwork. Following 
the art show will be an intimate, 
candle-lit live performance of 
the album led by Ru Rose and 
accompanied by local musicians 
such as Kai Cabodyna, Indiana 
Cabodyna, The Rainbow Hippos 
and Martine den Bok. Original 
artwork and high quality art prints 
will be available. 

Rose describes the songs as 
“a prayer for this Earth,” holding 
both her grief and her praise, “a 
somatic experience”, “a call to 
remember, and to return to the 
Land.”

To create the recordings, 
Rose performed acoustic guitar, 
shruti box, native drum and 
sang, but the project was less 
of a solo project than a family 
affair. Her partner Kai Cabodyna 
contributed sound engineering, 
bass, percussion and banjo, 
while their son Indiana played 
percussion and also provided 
vocal support. 

Guest musicians include 
violin by Shawn Fisher, lead 
guitar by Amir Derakhashan, 
and supporting vocals by Vanessa 
Deverell. Kai Cabodyna was 
assisted in sound production 
by Barry Jones, who provided 
engineering at the Sincerity 
Sound Studio facility, with 
mastering by Tyrell Jordan 
of Arrow Lake Recordings. 
Revival was recorded to the 
tuning of 432 hertz, believed by 
some musicians to be a more 

compatible frequency to human 
ears than standard concert tuning, 
which is A440. 

Ru Rose describes herself as 
“a devoted mother to a son and 
daughter, an off-grid mountain 
homesteader, an intricate esoteric 
artist, a contemplative writer of 
existential seasonal musings, and 
a re-wilding Creatrix inspired by 
growing regenerative culture. 
Ru shares her intimate journey 
of creating, homesteading, and 
cyclical living as a woman and 
mother upon a mountain with 
community on Patreon.” 

The project includes a series 
of videos for eventual release 
showcasing the recording of 
each song on the album. A 
feature documentary, produced 

by Ru Rose and Cabodyna, will 
be released later this year as a 
compendium of all 12 live-off-
the-forest-floor music videos, 
behind-the-scenes footage, 
interviews and storytelling. 

Doors will open at 1:30 
pm and tickets are on a sliding 
scale, $10-15. Wholesome and 
organic food, tea and coffee will 
be available. Valley poet Samuel 

Stevenson will emcee the event. 
If locals are unable to attend the 
launch, a second event will be 
held on April 12 at 444 Gallery 
+ SOMA in Nelson. See www.
rurose.earth/shows for details. 

The project was made 
possible with the financial support 
of Creative BC, Columbia Basin 
Trust, CKCA and the Province of 
British Columbia.

Slocan Valley musician and artist Ru Rose will be launching her new album and art 
project Revival at the Vallican Whole Saturday, March 29. 


