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by Jan McMurray
Four cutblocks above Slocan 

Park are slated for auction by BC 
Timber Sales later this year, and 
a group of Slocan Park residents 
is organizing a petition to try and 
stop it.

“This forest is an amazing old-
growth Ponderosa pine forest, and 
a local herd of about 30 elk use 
it as winter foraging habitat. The 
forest is also home to pygmy owls, 
barn owls, bats and wildflowers. 
It’s a super intact ecosystem,” 
said Slocan Park resident Danica 
Giesbrecht.

Giesbrecht, who has never been 
involved in activism before, says 
she saw the BCTS advertisement 
about the proposed cutblocks in 
July 2023, and contacted BCTS to 
find out more. 

“I contacted the BCTS Arrow 
field team, and asked for the 
maps of the area, and expressed 
my concerns about the wildlife 
corridor, and my concern that if it 
were logged, it would be a huge 
wildfire risk in the future.”

Giesbrecht says the forest 
currently has no understory. 
However, if it were to be logged 
and replaced with a plantation, 
there would sure to be undergrowth, 
making it much more susceptible 
to fire. “I fear the community will 
be susceptible to fire in the future,” 
she said.

The proposed cutblocks are 
located at either end of a series of 
six blocks logged in 2015 – except 
for proposed cutblock 2, which is 
sandwiched in between two of the 
2015 blocks.

This photo was taken in proposed cutblock 2 above Slocan Park, with a 105-centimetre Ponderosa pine in the foreground. Save What’s Left has 
named the tree Lt. Col. James Stone, and has submitted information to the UBC Big Tree Registry.

Petition against proposed Slocan Park logging to be released soon
Giesbrecht walked the area, and 

noted that the elk don’t use the old 
2015 cutblocks, which have been 
replanted. “The trees were planted 
so close together and there is a 
lot of undergrowth. The elk don’t 
use them – they just use the old 
growth,” she said.

Giesbrecht says many people 
in the community have been very 
concerned about the logging over 
the past couple of years, so when 
Joe Karthein of Save What’s Left 
Conservation Society posted 
photos of the proposed cutblocks 
along with his observations and 
comments, Geibrecht contacted 
him. “He has been so helpful, it’s 
just amazing,” she said.

Karthein has also walked two of 
the proposed cutblocks, and found 
a very large Ponderosa pine in 
cutblock 2. “This is likely the 27th 
biggest in BC according to the UBC 
Big Tree Registry…” he says on 
the Save What’s Left website. “We 
have already submitted the data 
on this tree to the UBC Big Tree 
Registry and named the tree Lt. Col. 
James Stone, after the Canadian 
officer who, facing horrific odds, 
famously ordered his battalion: ‘No 
retreat, no surrender,’ and emerged 
victorious. The tree will need to be 
verified before it is official.”

Giesbrecht says Karthein 
helped to ensure the petition was 
done properly. It will be posted 
soon at savewhatsleft.ca.

“I am just a regular person and 
I think if we all work together, we 
have the power to protect our earth 
for future generations,” she says.

She encourages people to 

donate to Save What’s Left through the GoFundMe campaign. A link can be found at savewhatsleft.ca.

Bill Lynch and Aryn Sherriff of Lazy Poker Blues Band light up the stage for the 32nd annual Winter Blues Boogie. Story to follow next issue.
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Winter Blues Boogie rocks Silverton once again
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SNAGS & WILDLIFE
Snags (standing dead trees) and cavi-
ties made by woodpeckers in dead trees 
offer homes and protection for birds, 
bats, squirrels, raccoons, amphibians 
and reptiles. Almost half of NA bird spe-
cies need snags. High dead branches 
are lookouts from which raptors spy 
prey, and hollowed-out tree trunks create 
hiding places and nooks for the food 
caches of squirrels and other creatures.

THANK YOU!
The silvery slocan

historical society &
museum thanks everyone

who made this year’s
winter blues boogie a huge

success!
A special shout out to those timeless visionaries

Barb Yeomans and Dick Callison and, of course,
the tireless volunteer efforts of Katrina Sumrall
and Danika Skye Hammond! Till Next Year!

Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) is inviting review and comment with respect to Forest
Stewardship Plan FSP #930 (2022 to 2027) Amendment #1. 
  
The amendment details an Alternate Visual Quality Objective Result and Strategy pertaining to the
harvest of wildfire affected trees in the vicinity of Enterprise Creek as seen from the west side of
Slocan Lake. 

The plan is available for review during business hours at the SIFCo office at 5645 Hoodikoff Road,
Winlaw BC for a 10 day period until February 23, 2025.  

Comments pertaining to the amendment are to be made in writing and can be delivered in-
person or by e-mail to office@sifco.ca prior to the end of the business day on February 23, 2025.

Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative 
Forest Stewardship Plan Review

PAYING RENT 
IN B.C.?
You may be eligible 
for a renter’s tax credit.

Speak with a Tax 
Expert today.
316 Broadway St W 
Nakusp, BC
250-265-4051

by Jan McMurray
The provincial government 

is investigating an incident of 
unauthorized shoreline development 
on Kootenay Lake about 11 
kilometres south of Kaslo, in RDCK 
Area D near Woodbury.

During the week of November 
9-17 last year, regulatory authorities 
were made aware that heavy 
machinery was grooming the beach, 
and that over a kilometre-long 
pathway had been constructed within 
the Kootenay Lake riparian and 

This pathway along the shore of Kootenay Lake is being investigated by the Province.

Unauthorized work on Kootenay Lake foreshore under investigation
foreshore zone. Complaint forms and 
photographs were uploaded to the 

provincial RAPP reporting line, the 
federal Fisheries Observe and Report 

line, and the Planning Department 
of the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay. The Ktunaxa Nation 
Lands and Resources Fisheries 
Guardians were also informed.

All three levels of government 
have regulations in place to protect 
riparian areas, and any proposed 
work near the Kootenay Lake 
shoreline will likely require approval 
from at least one agency. In this 
case, the work was done on the 
foreshore, between the low and 
high water marks, which is Crown 
land. Provincial authorizations are 
required for any development on 
Crown land.

The shoreline area that was 
impacted in this incident is rated 
as having high aquatic values 
in a report completed by Living 
Lakes Canada in 2021. The report, 
called ‘Kootenay Lake: Foreshore 
Integrated Management Planning’ 
(FIMP), contains maps that show 
ecological values along the entire 
Kootenay Lake shoreline.

The original FIMP was completed 
in 2012 and estimated that 37% of the 
Kootenay Lake shoreline, or 150,705 
metres, was disturbed. Between 2012 
and the updated FIMP in 2021, there 
was a further degradation of 4,525 
metres of natural shoreline. This 
works out to about 488 metres per 
year. The one-kilometre pathway on 
the lakefront south of Kaslo amounts 
to double the average yearly amount 
of degradation.

RDCK Area D Kootenay Lake 
waterfront landowners are reminded 
to contact the RDCK when planning 
any development on their land from 
30 metres above the high water 
mark down to the lake. The RDCK 
can advise landowners about which 
approving agencies they should 
contact. The provincial and federal 
governments have jurisdiction over 
the water; the provincial government 
has jurisdiction over the foreshore; 
and the RDCK issues permits for 
proposed work in the 30-metre area 
upland from the high water mark. 
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Please consider a voluntary 
subscription to the Valley Voice!
https://valleyvoice.ca/donate/

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Winter is here,We 
have all your 

winterizing needs

All fall & winter 
clothing 

NOW 50% off
Heat tapes, heat guns, 
foam pipe insulation, in-
sulation, shovels, sleds, 
ice melt & so much more

Chimney pipe 
and accessories

Open 9-5 Tues-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday & Monday

Bird food & feeders

Drywall & mud, insulation
Pet Food and Farm 

Animal Feed

Straw Bales $14.00

2nd cut Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Shavings
Valentine flow-
ers. potted afri-
can violets, ros-
es,gerbera, VE-
NUS FLY TRAP,  
flower bouquets 
& so much more.

Seeds have arrived, 
seedling starter mix, 

flats & inserts

by Jan McMurray
Edgewood’s Universal 

Ostrich Farms has been given 
a reprieve from killing all of 
its ostriches, but the matter 
is far from over. The case is 
expected to be in court again 
this week.

The farm was ordered 
to cull its ostrich herd by 
February 1 by the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) after two of the 
ostriches tested positive for 
avian flu. Universal responded 
by filing an application in 
federal court for a judicial 
review of the cull order. The 
farm also asked the court to 
stay the cull order until the 
judicial review application 
could be heard.

In federal court on January 
31, Justice Michael Battista 
agreed to grant the stay until 
the court makes a decision on 
Universal’s judicial review 
application.

But now, the CFIA has 
asked to return to court this 
week. CFIA understands that 
the stay relieves Universal 
from killing the ostriches by 
February 1, but they want 
the court to clarify whether 
or not the order prohibits the 
Minister of Agriculture from 

Edgewood ostrich farm case being heard in court
disposing of the animals, 
which he is authorized to do 
under the Health of Animals 
Act. If the order does fetter the 
Minister, they want the case 
expedited.

The court document filed 
by the CFIA states that “the 
proceeding is urgent and it 
is in the public interest to 
expedite the proceedings. 
I f  the  appl ica t ion  for 
judicial review is ultimately 
dismissed, the delay in 
destroying Universal’s 
ostriches caused by the 
litigation will have posed 
additional risks to public 
health and safety. Further, if 
Canada does not follow the 
stamping out policy, it risks 
all poultry and egg trade 
from Canada, not just from a 
particular zone or province.”

Universal Ostrich Farm 
representative, Katie Pastiney, 
says the farm is “at full war 
with CFIA, and we are not 
backing down.”

“They are trying to 
override the stay decision 
and push things through,” 
said farm co-owner Karen 
Espersen in an interview. 
“We’re at 25 days today 
[February 9] of no avian 
deaths. The ostriches are 

healthy. We are asking CFIA, 
if they think the birds are 
diseased, we want them tested 
– every single bird. And not 
with the PCR test because any 
bird that has H1N1 antibodies 
would test positive with the 
PCR test. Blood tests would 
give better results.”

Espersen and Pasitney 
report that the CFIA sent 
them an amendment to the 
quarantine order late last 
week with “ridiculous” 
requirements. Pasitney said 
CFIA wants a fence installed 
along Langille Road, but the 
ground is frozen. Espersen 
added they’ve asked for a 
net to be placed over the 
pond at the farm, which is 
also frozen – and the wild 
ducks suspected of bringing 
the disease to the farm are 
no longer using the pond. 
“Why didn’t they ask for this 
a month ago, when the birds 
were sickest? They are just 
trying to set us up for failure 
to open a back door for them 
to come in and push their 
weight around,” Pasitney 
said.

CFIA visited the farm on 
January 24. Espersen videoed 
the visit, and the videos are 
being released to the public 

through social media. “The 
videos show how cold and 
callous the CFIA people 
were,” Pasitney said.

Justice Battista, in his 
written decision to stay the 
cull order, said Universal 
has shown that irreparable 
harm would be done if the 
ostriches were killed – the 
25-year-old business would 
close and their decades-long 
efforts cultivating a “unique 
herd of ostriches” would be 
lost. He also said Universal 
raised at least two serious 
questions in its application 
for  a  judic ia l  rev iew: 
whether the cull notice was 
reasonable, considering that 
the law allows the CFIA to 
vaccinate the animals instead, 
and whether the notice is an 
incursion on provincial law 
(British Columbia Animal 
Health Act).

Pasitney says Universal 
is planning to file another 
motion in court, asking for a 
review of CFIA’s decision to 
deny the farm an exemption 
from the cull order on the 
basis that the birds have 
“rare and valuable genetics.” 
The farm applied for the 
exemption in early January 
after CFIA advised them to do 

so. The exemption was denied 
on January 10.

Cathy Furness, Deputy 
Chief Veterinary Officer for 
Canada at CFIA, says in her 
affidavit that birds, including 
ostriches, that are infected 
with avian flu may not 
show clinical symptoms of 
infection – and birds without 
signs of infection can still 
actively transmit the virus 
and facilitate its mutation. She 
says about 900 human cases 
of AI have been reported 
around the world since 1997, 
and about half have been fatal. 
The Public Health Agency of 
Canada currently deems the 
risk to humans as low, but is 
monitoring the situation, she 
says, and points out that a BC 
teenager became critically ill 
from HPAI in the fall of 2024.

“CFIA’s implementation 
of stamping out aligns with 
WOAH’s standards [World 
Organization for Animal 
Health]. Without stamping 
out, a country cannot be 
considered free from HPAI 
[highly pathogenic avian 
flu] until at least 12 months 
from an infection in poultry, 
as opposed to 28 days where 
stamping out is implemented,” 
Furness states. This could 

affect trade relationships and 
the export of poultry products 
from Canada, she adds.

Pasitney says ostrich 
antibodies have the ability 
to  he lp  humani ty  and 
change the way we look at 
viruses. “Antibodies from 
ostrich egg yolks provide 
natural immunity,” she said. 
“Ostriches have been around 
a long time – they survived the 
ice ages – so there’s a lot we 
could take from them. I don’t 
know where this is going, but 
these ostriches are helping 
to bring about change. We 
need to change the system. 
If the system is stamping 
out natural antibodies, we 
need to be concerned. If they 
think killing everything is the 
answer, it’s going to get very 
scary.”

“This is for every farm!” 
Espersen adds. “Who will 
fall next? Right now, it’s 
the power of the people. We 
have the opportunity to make 
things better for all farmers – 
and we can do it!”

submitted
The Donation Store, 

located at 805 Kildare 
Street in New Denver, 
reopened on Monday, 
February 3. Hours are 
from 10 am to 2 pm 
Monday to Saturday. 

A s ign  near  the 
entrance of the store 
declares: “Our volunteers 
are not paid, not because 
they are worthless – 
but because they are 
priceless!” 

Price less is what 
makes the Donation 
Store so unique. Items 
in the store do not bear 
a price tag unless they 
are vintage or deemed 
unique. Shoppers simply 
decide how much to 
donate/pay for their 
selections from a posted 
list of price guidelines.

The Donation Store 
is an acknowledged 
treasure throughout the 
area. Folks come from 
Winlaw, Kaslo, Nelson 
and Nakusp, and many 
people just travelling 
through the area also 
stop in. 

T h e  c o n c e p t  i s 
brilliant: residents and 
visitors alike donate 
gently used, quality, 
clean items, that are 
funct ioning and in 
good order. The team 
of volunteers sort and 
display them carefully. 
Patrons buy them, by 
d o n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e 
proceeds go to support 
improvements to the 
Bosun, a much-loved and 
well-used community 
hall. 

The reason that the 
Donation Store is so 
popular is that everyone 
wins. The volunteers 
enjoy working there. 
Exempt from the onerous 
task of pricing, they enjoy 
the social aspects of the 
work and the knowledge 
that their efforts benefit 
the community. The 
contributors feel the same 
way. And the customers 
revel in outfitting their 
families with everything 
from winter wear and ski 
gear to prom outfits, at a 
cost they can comfortably 
manage. It’s a full circle. 

The Donation Store 
receives kudos across 
the board because it is 
very well organized and 
odour-free. A frequent 
Nakusp patron labelled 
it, ‘The Magic Store,’ as 
so many wonderful and 
much-needed items come 
and go each week. There 
are about 20 volunteers 
that cover the weekly 
open hours and the many 
hours of organization, 
seasonal culling and 
ongoing repairs.

The only downside 
for the volunteers is 
when contributors fail to 
comply with the standards 
for contributing. Here’s a 
general list to consider 
when the urge to purge 
comes on.

Clothing:  c lean, 
seasonal and in good 
repair. 

Housewares: dishes 
free of cracks or chips 
and pots and pans without 
rust. 

Small appliances: in 
good working order. No 
microwaves or TVs.

To o l s :  i n  g o o d 

working order.
Books: no textbooks, 

e n c y c l o p e d i a s  o r 
magazines.

Furniture: there is no 
space for furniture except 
for small items.

There is also a two-
bag minimum and a 
request that contributions 
be dropped off during 
open hours and half-hour 
prior to the closing time. 

T h e  R o s e b e r y 
transfer station accepts 
furniture. All children’s 
c lo th ing ,  toys  and 
gadgetry are welcomed 
at the Kootenay Kids 
Exchange located in the 
new spacious Silverton 
General Store. Faulty 
electronics and small 
app l i ances  can  be 
recycled in Nelson at the 
Maple Leaf depot near 
Cottonwood Falls. 

While the volunteers 
are a happy lot and 
willing to serve their 
community, they are 
not happy to deal with 
broken and dirty stuff. 
So let’s keep them happy 
They are priceless! 

Donation Store reopens It pays to advertise 
in the 

Valley Voice!!!
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OPINION

Response to 
Nick Chatten

Really only one comment. China 
and others own the majority of US 
government bonds. I don’t think 
anyone in their right mind would 
secede to the USA if Japan, China 
and oil-producing countries dump 
Trump. Finally, PP campaigned for 
the tax just a few years ago. Crazy. 
Let’s get real.

Hamish Shaw 
Kaslo

Ruining the 
USA

There is a bright side to the L.A. 
conflagration. 

There won’t be any deaths or 
long-term genetic damage due to 
radiation sickness. The Ignorant 
Man (movie title?) and his ignorant 
minions are now ruining the United 
States the way The Fire (movie title?) 
has ruined L.A. 

Christian Simon Torbik
Whitehorse

Blessings
“You should view the world as 

a conspiracy run by a very closely-
knit group of nearly omnipotent 
people, and you should think of those 
people as yourself and your friends.” 
-Robert Anton Wilson

We live in an amazingly 
W.E.I.R.D., funny, joyful, beautiful, 
scary, sad, naughty (if we are lucky), 
bogglingly complex and ever-
changing world. We are all here for 
such a short time. Never forget one 
of every Canadian’s almost genetic 
gift: being able to laugh, especially 
at ourselves. Try not to give in to 

division, but help those you can, even 
if just with an acknowledgement or 
smile.

We live in a special place like 
nowhere else.

PS: The letters here are a joy to 
read – such a great variety of letters, 
more than I have read in the bigger 
legacy newspapers. Cherish this.

Blessings to you all.
Mattie Saunders

Kaslo
Gratitude from 
Kaslo Front 
Street Park 
Committee 
member

In the August 8, 2024 edition 
of the Valley Voice, it was reported 
that “The only element of the plan 
Brenton Industries Ltd. will not do 
is the water fountain.” It goes on to 
report that “Public Works will deliver 
and install the fountain.”

I would like to thank the Village 
of Kaslo for their commitment to 
the installation of a water fountain at 
the Front Street Park, adjacent to the 
Kaslo Hotel. I have been a member 
of the Front Street Park Committee 
for over two years and have lobbied 
for a public water fountain at many 
of our committee meetings. 

The fact that Kaslo has banned 
plastic single-use bags in our village 
local businesses has resulted in a 
fairly smooth transition to reusable 
bags and cardboard boxes, which is 
a big improvement in the reduction 
of unrecyclable plastic. 

I have been championing a 
public water fountain during the 

past two years so that residents 
and visitors alike can refill their 
water bottles with our beautiful 
Kaslo water. As spring and summer 
approaches, we normally see an 
influx of visitors, especially when 
we have festivals and special events. 
In addition, for young families who 
attend our weekly open-air market, 
the added cost of purchasing water 
bottles can add unnecessary expense 
to their already stretched budgets. 

I will be happy to see this next 
logical step in having bragging rights 
to a green Village.

Louise De Pape
Kaslo

Fact checking 
five years on

It’s disturbing and disappointing 
to see repeated nonsense presented 
as truth, especially after it was 
debunked ages ago. I’m referring 
to the comment regarding supposed 
inaccuracies of the PCR test, which 
appeared in the January 16, 2025 
edition of the Valley Voice.

The following facts are EASILY 
obtained should one care to look.

Kary Mullis was recognized as 
one of the “inventors” of the PCR 
test, but he was actually only one of 
a number of people involved in the 
development of this test. He died in 
early August 2019, before COVID-19 
became a worldwide pandemic. His 
often-quoted remarks about the 
accuracy of the PCR test actually 
date from 1997 and concerned the 
interpretation of the highly sensitive 
PCR test, not whether it worked. 
Mullis was talking about using the 
test to diagnose AIDS (caused by 
the HIV virus). To repeat, this was 
in 1997. For years, Mullis denied 
that the HIV virus was responsible 
for AIDS. PCR tests (not to mention 
most other medical procedures) have 
advanced significantly since the 
1990s. Medical experts view the PCR 
test as the gold standard in detecting 
various genetic strains of any virus. 
Facebook comments and YouTube 
videos notwithstanding. The PCR 
test can also detect bacteria, fungi, 
parasites and many genetic diseases 

by detecting genetic material.
It would be most helpful to 

the health of society in general 
if debunked nonsense wasn’t 
repeatedly promoted by people with 
some anti-science agenda or simply 
a lack of knowledge of what they’re 
talking about.

Dave McCormick
Kaslo

Going, going... 
gone!

Social justice things (standards 
of care), safety stuff – proper 
scaffolding, eye protection, etc. 
for certain construction jobs, and 
seatbelts for cars – are examples 
of regulations that have made our 
lives better. Over 70? We may know 
someone who had to insist on one 
of these laws or standards otherwise 
they wouldn’t exist at all. What 
things can you think of?

I personally know someone, 
a decade or two older than me, 
who knew of a time when basic 
pensions for seniors had to be fought 
for. These programs, these built-in 
protection services, now we take for 
granted, but they came with a fight.

Some of the social unjust norms 
were just moronic. For example, my 
aunt was probably one of the first 
female professors in the sciences at 
UBC – and she was fired when she 
married my uncle who worked as a 
prof in Agi! Because she was just a 
she and the norms were what they 
were. That would not happen now. 
Therein lies our hope: social norms 
and standards follow behaviours. We 
change, when it’s obvious, when it’s 
right, when there’s a 100th monkey 
effect or a tipping point. And we can 
change very, very quickly. So it’s a 
good thing it’s the year of the snake 
(Asian astrology) and we can morph 
especially well this year.

What needs to happen is for these 
services/ standards/ norms to not get 
eroded but ideally form an adequately 
stable basic security so we can attend 
with all our energy to the fight for 
life itself:  water, clean air, healthy 
and peaceful plants, animals… 
people, for heaven’s sakes! The 

“sustainability revolution” as David 
Attenborough has named it.

We don’t know what we got till 
it’s gone, right 

For Eloise, who knew what was 
important,

Daphne Fields
Slocan

To all residents 
of the RDCK

This may concern you in the 
future. A decision will be made 
by your regional district directors 
on February 20 that could set a 
precedent that would affect your 
quality of life and property values.

Since November 2024, the 
residents of Crescent Beach, 
west of Kokanee Creek Park, 
have been concerned about a 
rezoning proposal by Spearhead 
Timberworks. Spearhead located 
in our neighbourhood in 1999 as 
a small woodworking shop. Since 
then, they have expanded into 
“advanced timber fabrication” with 
international markets. Now they 
wish to construct a 72,000-square-
foot building for manufacturing 
glulam (glued laminate) beams on 
three adjacent residential lots that 
they purchased. To do so, they have 
applied to the RDCK to rezone the 
lots from Country Residential (R2) to 
Comprehensive Development (CD) 
and Industrial (M).

The RDCK website for the 
Official Community Plan (OCP) 
Amendment Application says: “One 
prime purpose of zoning is to provide 
property owners protection against 
changes in the use of neighbouring 
parcels of land that may result in 
a conflict and devaluation of their 
property, affect their environment, 
or way of life.” 

Zoning provides certainty 
for homeowners on our biggest 
inves tment ,  our  house  and 
property. A manufacturing plant 
of this magnitude in the middle 
of our small rural neighbourhood 
would create more noise, traffic, 
possible air and water pollution, 
and diminish the aesthetics and 
integrity of our neighbourhood for 
future generations. Kokanee Creek 
Provincial Park is nearby, but this 
industrial expansion would conflict 
with the attraction for tourists, as 
well as recreational and property 
values of residents. Spearhead can 
build their new manufacturing plant 
somewhere else; we the residents 
of this community cannot move our 
homes.

Zoning should also provide 
certainty for industry. As a successful 
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continued from page 4
growing business, Spearhead 
needs a reliable and compatible 
land base on which to expand. 
The steep forested lots that they 
purchased would require blasting 
out a large amount of bedrock. 
Every time they grow and diversify, 
they need to spend considerable 
money, time, and energy. It would 
be to Spearhead’s advantage to 
locate their proposed manufacturing 
facility in a designated industrial 
zone elsewhere in the region. OCP 
Section 8.3.31 states that: “The 
Regional Board: Encourages future 
industrial areas to be located with 
consideration of the existing and 
intended uses adjacent to the area 
and the associated impacts so as to 
ensure they are context sensitive and 
harmonize with adjacent land uses.” 
The Crescent Beach community does 
NOT have the room and such a large 
industrial plant is NOT compatible 
with our community values.

If this zoning is approved in 
our residential neighbourhood, it 
would set a precedent whereby other 
communities in the RDCK would 
be at risk of being impacted by a 
patchwork of conflicting uses. Our 
region needs orderly planning that 
anticipates future economic and 
population growth.

Ursula Lowrey
Nelson

West Slocan 
water concerns

At the December 4 Village of 
Slocan council meeting, it was decided 
to add another 9% increase to the 
water rates in Slocan. A few things 
were missed about my concerns at that 
meeting. 

We in West Slocan have had our 
water rates doubled, first in 1982 to 
pay our share of new infrastructure, 
and the Village residents had a frontage 
tax put on them so everybody who used 
the water paid their fair share. The 
frontage tax was removed in 2006 and 
the water rates doubled for all users. 
That would have been fair, except with 
the frontage tax removed, the rates 
for Village residents stayed about the 
same but ours actually doubled. This 
also relieved the people with multiple 
lots above the two-lot minimum and 
the land speculators who in some 
cases own nearly half a block from 
paying one cent towards the pipelines 
or any of the water treatment, and 
can demand to be hooked up once all 
building requirements are met. There 
are some pretty big land speculators 
since the mill closed in Slocan. The 
mayor explained that we outside the 
Village haven’t paid for our part of the 

infrastructure and I disagree with that. 
Also, along with paying double 

water rates, at least some of the council 
believe we are all the problems with 
the excessive water use in Slocan. Yes, 
that 27 million litres or 3,246 litres per 
person per day as reported July 2022. 
Yup, all 24 of us out here who mostly 
have no lawns, gardens and mostly 
have only two people in the dwelling… 
so think of that as you threaten us with 
having to find an alternate water source. 
Village residents, keep in mind that if 
we are removed from the system, it will 
be like making up the dollar difference 
of 48 ratepayers.

The water plant that was an election 
issue in 2002 is a complete flop with 
its expensive membrane filters and 
inadequate pumps and reservoir. In 
the last decade, our water rates have 
gone from $802 to $1,242 this year. So 
what I said at the council meeting was 
instead of just raising your hand and 
saying yes to everything, start taking a 
little better look at other options to help 
with your decision-making process. 
Water meters, although voted down 
by two councillors in 2007, may need 
to be revisited. Frontage tax reapplied, 
possible partnering with the RDCK to 
name a few. Some of these things are 
unpopular decisions perhaps but need 
to be at least considered before just 
upping the water rates. That clearly 
isn’t addressing the problems of the 
summer months. 

Needless to say at this point, I have 
been in contact with a well-drilling 
outfit and it’s looking cheaper to pay 
for a well rather than pay a water bill 
to the Village that will most likely keep 
going up.

Dave Fredrickson
West Slocan

A safer 
democracy 
needed in 
Canada

Canada stands at a pivotal moment 
in its history. As one of the world’s 
oldest democracies, it must urgently 
address the existential threats posed by 
its outdated first-past-the-post (FPTP) 
electoral system. While the United 
States – a fellow FPTP democracy 
– teeters on the edge of democratic 
collapse, Canada cannot afford to 
dismiss the warning signs. FPTP is more 
than just a flawed system; it undermines 
the very foundations of democracy 
by fostering combative politics, as 
parties prioritize partisan warfare 
over governance. Compounding this 
crisis, America’s instability threatens 
Canada’s sovereignty and economic 
security. The time to act is now – before 
it’s too late.

The winner-takes-all nature of 
FPTP exacerbates regional fractures. 
The Conservatives’ dominance in 
Alberta and Liberal strngholds in urban 
centres like Toronto and Montreal 
alienate entire regions, breeding 
resentment and destabilizing national 
unity. These divisions erode national 
cohesion, undermining Canada’s ability 
to address pressing challenges.

Canada’s FPTP system distorts 
election results and leaves millions 
feeling disenfranchised. In the 2021 
federal election, nearly 50% of votes 
were wasted, disenfranchising half of 
Canadians who had no meaningful 
representation. Smaller parties and 
their supporters are particularly crushed 
by FPTP. In 2019, the Green Party 
won 6.5% of the vote but secured just 
three seats – under 1% of Parliament. 
Proportional representation (PR), where 
the percentage of votes equals seats in 
Parliament, would grant them 22 seats, 
reflecting true voter intent. Similarly, 
regional voices like the Bloc Québécois 
face distorted influence, deepening 
Quebec’s sense of marginalization. 
Such systemic exclusion risks 
radicalizing disenfranchised groups, 
threatening social stability.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
broken 2015 promise to end FPTP 
deepened public cynicism, yet polls 
consistently show that most Canadians 
demand electoral reform. A 2024 
Pew study ranks electoral reform as 
the second most popular solution 
to improve democracy, after “better 
politicians.” Further, 68% of Canadians 
support transitioning to PR, with even 
higher backing among younger voters 
(72%). Despite his 2015 failure, it may 
not be too late for Trudeau to champion 
PR legislation. Doing so would not only 
address a critical democratic deficit but 
also secure his legacy as a leader who 
modernized Canada’s governance.

PR fosters coalition governments 
a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  r e d u c i n g 
polarization. Over 80 nations with 
PR, including Germany and New 
Zealand, rank higher in governance, 
transparency, and trust. PR boosts 
turnout by ensuring every vote counts, 
restoring faith in institutions and 
national unity.

Without urgent reform, the nation 
risks mirroring America’s democratic 
decay – eroded trust, entrenched 
polarization,  and insti tut ional 
collapse. Transitioning to proportional 
representation is both a moral obligation 
and a practical necessity. For political 
parties, championing this reform 
represents a strategic opportunity: polls 
show overwhelming public support for 
PR, making it a potent issue to mobilize 
voters and distinguish themselves in the 
upcoming federal election.

Margaret Raymond
Kaslo

One big mess to 
clean up

Newly elected president Trump 
flew over Gaza in Air Force One. Over 
to the west and extending to the horizon 
was Gaza’s giant Leviathan natural 
gas field. Down below stretching 
from north to south was a scene of 
utter devastation. Perhaps thinking of 
America’s liability from Biden’s war, 
he said this is all a big mess. It could 
be cleaned up and made to look like 
Monaco. The people could be resettled 
in places like the Sinai Peninsula.

Wait a minute. Did Israel win 
the war? Trump did stop the war 
temporarily before assuming office. 
Israel was forced to adopt a ceasefire 
with terms virtually identical to one 
Biden proposed in May 2024. During 
the 15-month war, Israel bombed Gaza 
from top to bottom, as Trump saw. But 
does destroying a place mean you won?

To win a war, the objectives of 
going to war must be achieved. Israel 
had three objectives for going to war. 
One was to free the hostages. Israel 
did manage to free three or four, but to 
free the rest, it was forced to sign the 
ceasefire. Israel’s second objective was 
to drive Gaza’s population south and 
then into Egypt. Egypt did not let the 
Palestinians across the border. Israel’s 
third and perhaps most important 
objective was to get rid of Hamas. A 
few of Hamas’ leaders are dead but 
Hamas is still around.

Hamas won the Palestinian election 
in January 2006. Former US President 
Jimmy Carter has an excellent account 
of it in his book, Palestine: Peace not 

Apartheid. He was there. Hamas won 
by a clear majority of 74 of the 132 
seats. Hamas then wanted to form a 
unity government with Fatah, which 
Fatah rejected. Hamas then formed 
their own government with Dr. Ismail 
Haniyeh as Prime Minister. There was 
a rivalry between Hamas and Fatah. Dr. 
Haniyeh then moved to Gaza. Hamas 
was declared a terrorist organization 
because of their refusal to give up 
their right to fight back. For the next 
year, Israel bombed the hell out of 
Gaza. Ismail Haniyeh was in the Gaza 
government until he was assassinated 
on July 31, 2024.

He was replaced, just like the 
fighters Hamas had lost, with new 
recruits. In the West Bank, Israeli 
defense forces and settlers have been 
on a rampage attacking Palestinians, 
uprooting olive trees, and burning 
cars. Their ultimate goal is to make 
the Palestinians flee their homeland. 
Hamas is emerging in a leadership role.

Israel has become a pariah nation. 
Reparations for war crimes are due. 
If Israel were a company, it would be 
facing liquidation to pay off its debts 
to creditors. There are arrest warrants 
for their leader Netanyahu and Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant. Many more 
warrants for others could be issued.

It’s time to quit thinking of Israel 
and think of the Palestinians instead. 
Israel has no strategy other than the 
genocide of the Palestinians. Aid to 
Israel perpetuates the genocide. Signs 
at the hostage release read, ‘Zionism 
Has No Future.’

All this has turned into one big 
mess we have to clean up.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

submitted
The West Kootenay Hiking 

guidebook is coming to the Kootenays 
in May 2025. The book features 77 
of the best hiking trails in the West 
Kootenay region of southeast British 
Columbia. The Nelson author, Abby 
Wilson, also runs the popular West 
Kootenay Hiking website. 

“The goal of West Kootenay 
Hiking is to encourage people to 
explore our local trails with the best 
knowledge and preparedness,” says 
Wilson. “I am excited to bring my 
vision into a printed book that has clear 
layouts, detailed topographic maps, and 
elevation profiles. Readers can even 
scan QR codes in the book to get GPS 
files delivered straight to their favourite 
navigation app.” 

The guidebook indicates trail 
difficulty levels and the type of vehicle 
needed to access the trailhead, and 

West Kootenay Hiking guidebook 
coming soon

includes special features like waterfalls, 
old-growth trees, golden larches, or 
local history. Each chapter of the book 
focuses on a smaller region within 
the West Kootenay and highlights the 
contributions of local trail societies. 

“I’m so grateful for the strong 
support from our outdoors community,” 
says Wilson. “I am self-publishing 
this guidebook and have been writing, 
editing, mapmaking, designing layouts, 
consulting stakeholders, project 
managing – you name it! I am thrilled 
to have met my initial funding goal 
within 24 hours of opening up preorders 
on my website! People are excited for 
this book!” 

Preorders for the book are open 
until March 1 and can be made on 
Wilson’s website: abbywilson.ca. The 
book will be available in May 2025 
through local retailers as well as the 
author. 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
JB’s Pub hours Thursdays - Sunday s 3-8 happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales 
available during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717.
JB’s Pub will be closed December 22through February 6.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com.
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/
Happy Valentine’s Day! How about a BC-made gift for your friend or sweetheart, 
such as a lovely piece of jewelry, a colourful ornament, a beeswax candle, or a nice 
local book? • If you’re finding it a challenge to stay warm during these chilly winter 

days, we do have a number of cozy wool blankets currently on sale • “Thanking 
the Lake, Personifying the Lake” – an exhibition by Manna & Aurora – will be 
gracing our store until February 27th, so if you’ve not made it in yet please do! 
• Winter Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am –4:30 pm • As always, thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & 
Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New 
clients welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. 
The Botanical Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 
All workshops and programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching 
Center.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Jan McMurray
Council learned about community 

spray parks from a representative 
of Parkworks, a company based in 
Kelowna. Mitchell Taubensee was 
invited to the meeting after council 
received some information about 
Parkworks in December.

A spray park is included in the 
Centennial Park Master Plan.

Taubensee said spray parks in small 
communities like New Denver usually 
cost roughly $250,000-$350,000. 
Operating costs are low, he said. One 
of the biggest considerations is water 
management and most communities 
use municipal water rather than the 
more expensive option of an onsite 
circulation system.

Councillor Colin Moss pointed out 
that the Village has water restrictions 

New Denver council, January 28: Spray Park presentation and waste collection reports
in the summer, so it would make more 
sense to use lake water for a spray park. 
Taubensee said this would have to be 
discussed with Interior Health.

Taubensee pointed out that kids 
playing at a spray park don’t require 
as much parental supervision as kids 
in the lake. Mayor Leonard Casley 
commented that local childcare 
organizations would likely use a spray 
park, as field trips to the lake raise huge 
liability issues.

Taubensee also said the company is 
getting more and more inquiries about 
spaces separate from the kids’ spaces, 
so adults can cool down when at the 
park, as well.

Council asked Taubensee to provide 
the contact information for the lead on 
the project in Midway that Parkworks 
was involved in.
Waste collection reports 
reviewed

Three reports – on ways to 
improve compost, recycling and 
garbage collection – were presented by 
Councillor Danika Hammond, chair of 

the Sustainability Advisory Committee.
Council agreed to apply for funding 

to purchase two Jora composters 
to expand the community compost 
program run by the Healthy Community 
Society.

The recycling report was referred 
to staff for input, and the garbage 
collection report was referred back to 
the Sustainability Advisory Committee.
Compost report

The compost report recommends 
purchasing five Jora composters, and 
to apply for funding from a Clean BC 
program with a deadline of February 13. 
Only local governments are eligible to 
apply, and the funding would cover only 
two-thirds of the project cost. Because 
the Village would have to commit some 
funding to make up their one-third 
share, council decided to apply for just 
two Jora composters: one to be installed 
near the Osprey Residence and the other 
near Creekside Villas adjacent to Canco. 
Recycling report

The recycling report notes that 
there are few systems in place to 

support recycling at public events and 
facilities, and recommends purchasing 
recycling containers for Knox Hall, 
Bosun Hall, the Village office and the 
campground. The cost of the containers 
would be about $12,000. Less 
expensive containers could be used, 
but recognizable recycling containers 
would probably be more effective, 
Hammond said.

Hammond suggested that Local 
Government Climate Action Program 
(LGCAP) funding be used to purchase 
the containers, but CAO Ash Alam 
informed council that this funding has 
already been allocated to the Kootenay 
Street development project. 

Mayor Casley pointed out that staff 
would have to pick up the recyclables 
at these public facilities, and suggested 
the report be referred to staff for their 
input. Council agreed.
Garbage collection report

The garbage collection report 
recommends that Village staff track 
garbage volumes and the cost of 
pickup for one year. This information 

would help the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee in their investigations and 
result in better recommendations to 
council, the report says.

The report looks at the possibility 
of creating a mini transfer station at the 
recycling depot, discontinuing door-
to-door garbage pickup by the Village. 
It also looks at a hybrid system, with 
door-to-door pickup and two garbage 
bins at the recycling depot.

Mayor Casley said he would provide 
the committee with some RDCK reports 
he has on waste collection, and the 
information may help the committee 
come up with further options. Council 
agreed to refer the matter back to the 
Sustainability Advisory Committee. 

Councillor Hammond will contact 
the RDCK to ask for their thoughts 
about the Village installing garbage bins 
at the recycling depot.

All three reports also recommend 
that an Event Waste Diversion Policy 
be developed, requiring waste to be 
separated into compost, recycling and 
garbage at all events held on municipal 
property. 
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It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details 
or email: 

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

COMMUNITY

We have a Fireweed e-Newsletter to keep
you informed of additional details, updates
and any last-minute pop-up meals. Subscribe
from our website at  www.fireweedhub.ca

Main Street at 305 6th Ave, New Denver
Commercial kitchen & culinary tool rentals

Meetings & coworking w/ great internet
Contact manager@fireweedhub.ca

fireweed hub
Currently exhibiting: the photography of Debbie Hicks

Tuesday morning Elders’ Events: Always
free! Refreshments & social time Feb. 18 & 25
from 10-noon. Email elders@fireweedhub.ca
if you are interested in joining a Qigong
session following the social on the 18th.

Valentine’s Weekend Sweetheart’s Dinners by
Karin & Hannah: Reservations are full for Fri. & Sat.   
but they have added Sun. and a few seats may be
left! Don’t forget to come and celebrate if you have
a reservation! Email hannah@fatgoatfarm.ca for
reservations or more information.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

There weren’t enough chairs 
at the Nakusp Seniors Hall for the 
crowd that gathered on February 5 
for a presentation from Nakusp and 
Area Development Board.

The board presented on a 
proposed community hub in the 
Old Firehall building. NADB called 
the meeting to address the many 
concerns that were surfacing from 
the public. 

“The NADB stands for trying to 
be collaborative, and yet this project 
has become divisive,” said NADB 
president Corinne Tessier. 

In October, NADB applied to the 
Rural Economic Diversification and 
Infrastructure Program (REDIP) for 
$500,000 to develop a community 
hub with a focus on food.

With its commercial kitchen, the 
Village-owned Old Firehall building 
had good bones for the project; 
without having to start from scratch, 
the REDIP funds, if received, could 
go further, said Tessier.

But the biggest draw to the hall 
was the Old Firehall Collective 
Society (OFC) and all the work it 
has done for the community over the 

Info session on proposed community hub at Nakusp’s Old Firehall stirs up debate
last ten years. 

After extensively renovating 
the derelict hall, OFC has been 
successfully running community 
programs that support local food 
producers and organizations. Its 
vision is very much aligned with 
NADB’s: to utilize the Old Firehall as 
an agricultural and food hub.

If the grant is successful, the 
$500,000 would be dispersed over 
two years, with a portion funding 
upgrades to the building and the rest 
going towards a paid hub coordinator 
position. 

A snag of the REDIP funding is 
that NADB, as the applicant, needs 
to be the leaseholder of any building 
it wants to renovate. Therefore, if the 
funding is approved, NADB would 
have to take on the lease from OFC.

OFC representatives expressed 
grave concern over this detail, feeling 
like NADB was “taking everything 
from them.”

“You are telling people you 
want to collaborate,” said Rosemary 
Hughes, who sits on the OFC board. 
“You didn’t collaborate with the 
collective.”

These feelings are perhaps 
compounded by an error made early 

on. 
The REDIP program only has one 

intake per year, with an October 31 
deadline, said Tessier. NADB jumped 
on the opportunity. Though it spoke 
with OFC and other organizations 
that might be interested, there wasn’t 
time for fulsome collaboration prior to 
the application deadline. But funding 
results wouldn’t be out until the end 
of March; there was time yet to sort 
out the finer details.  

However, OFC representatives 
said they were left in the dark, trying 
to fill blanks that, to them, NADB 
seemed to have all coloured in.

“That’s the part I feel badly 
about, that this happened so quickly,” 
said Tessier. “We kind of blindsided 
OFC.”

Tessier said that OFC may feel 
there are a lot of blanks, but there are 
still lots for NADB, too. 

If NADB hopes to take on the 
lease – if funding is even approved – it 
will have to make a business case to 
the Village. Nothing about the case 
is set in stone, and NADB welcomes 
OFC input on the project. 

Tessier also explained that 
NADB’s intention would be to create 
a shared use agreement with OFC. 

The agreement would ensure the 
collective’s programs would take 
priority in the proposed community 
hub.

As well, specific renovation 
details are also up in the air. 
NADB wants to know what kind of 
upgrades OFC – and other interested 
organizations – might want.

NADB may be spearheading the 
project by applying for the grant, but 
it’s not only NADB’s project; it’s the 

vision of all groups who want to take 
part – including and especially OFC’s.

Mickey Wojnarowski, Vice-
President of NADB and owner of 
Home Grown Market, expressed 
that he was “heartbroken” that it has 
come to this point. He said NADB’s 
hope is to work with OFC to realize 
something bigger.

“We’re trying to create more for 
everyone,” he said. “We’re not trying 
to take anything away.” 

submitted
Hills residents are being asked to 

consider steps to increase community 
wildfire preparedness in the cool of 
early March, before the heat of the 
summer wildfire season sets in. 

Hills Emergency Services 
Society (HESS) and the Hills Fire 
Brigade are asking residents to come 
out to two community meetings in 
the fire hall, one on March 1 and 
one on March 6.  Both are the result 
of efforts over the past two years by 
the volunteer organizations to pursue 
opportunities to better prepare Hills 
for a wildfire threat. 

Saturday March 1, 10:30 am, 
Rob McClary, Wildfire Mitigation 
Specialist from Rossland will 
present his recently completed Hills 
Wildfire Preparedness Assessment. 
The document describes specific 
vulnerabilities related to Hills with 

Hills residents to consider wildfire readiness next 
key recommendations for both 
the volunteer groups and for Hills 
residents to reduce wildfire risks 
on their properties and in their 
neighbourhoods.  

This report was done as part 
of a Columbia Basin Trust funded 
project which, over the past year, has 
also included training and personal 
protective gear for fire brigade 
members, purchase of equipment 
including portable water tanks 
and pumps, a small flatbed trailer, 
and a wood chipper for use in the 
community.

Thursday, March 6, 6:30 pm, 
reps from the MoF Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Program, the BC Wildfire 
Service, and Forsite Consultants will 
present an update of a fuel reduction 
plan for two areas of unallocated 
Crown land in the Hills area. The 
plan has been developing over the 

past two years with feedback from 
three previous public meetings 
and field trips with neighbouring 
landowners and members of HESS. 

The proposed treatment is 
similar to FireSmart work done on 
private property. Some trees may 
be removed to provide separation in 
the canopy, and deadfall cleaned up 
to reduce ground fire intensity and 
give firefighters room to operate. 
Lower branches (ladder fuels) would 
be trimmed to reduce the chance of 
ground fire climbing into the forest 
canopy and becoming a crown fire.

 The fuel reduction project needs 
community support to proceed, and 
HESS plans to organize a household 
poll for this purpose as a follow-
up to the meeting. Residents are 
encouraged to come to learn more 
about the project and get their 
questions answered.

CORRECTION
The correction we published on 

page 10 of the January 30 issue was 
the  wrong version, and included 
details that were not intended for 
publication. Here’s the right one:

There is an error in our New 
Denver council notes, published 
on page 8 of our January 16 issue, 
in regards to the Centennial Park 
Outdoor Stage and Gathering 
Space project. We reported: “CAO 
Alam expressed disappointment 
in the project management by 
the contractor (North Mountain 
Construction).” In fact, CAO Alam 
expressed disappointment in project 

management by the architect, not 
North Mountain Construction. The 
Village of New Denver greatly 
appreciates the ongoing support 
and flexibility North Mountain 
Construction has provided as the 
contractor for the project.

CORRECTION
In our coverage of the January 16 

RDCK board meeting in our January 
30 issue, we reported that over 500 
British Columbians have signed the 
declaration to ‘Sue Big Oil.’ In fact, 
14,000 British Columbians have 
signed the declaration, including 
over 500 in the Kootenays.
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Thinking of leaving Canada? Looking for a safe place for 
your family? El Paraiso-Verde, Paraguay, South America could 
be the place for you.

For 8 years now El Paraiso-Verde is a gated community of 
unvaxxed settlers. EPV has almost 3,600 acres which sits on a 
huge aquifer of fresh water.

El Paraiso-Verde is a growing community, independent and 
partly self-sufficient from its surroundings with a lot of space for 
new settlers. This growth creates a need for all kinds of people 
to join us here.

We want to encourage farmers, builders, skilled workers, 
teachers, animal caretakers, technical professionals, engineers, to 
join us at EPV and work with us to bring our ideal community to 
a reality. There is much work to do here.

We are building a community based on contribution, shared 
profits and prosperity for everyone.

Curious? Could this be something for you?

Contact me 
https://epv.one/2NE
wendy.robinson@paraiso-verde.com

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Though the Nakusp Hot Springs 
commemorated its 50th anniversary 
on October 19, the Village is 
continuing the celebrations all year 
long. 

On March 4, 5, and 6, enjoy 
‘everyone is local’ pricing of $8 for 
adults, seniors, and youth. Children 
under five swim free. 

The same discounted pricing was 
featured the first week of February, 
and Hospitality Manager Robin 
Hethey said it was a great turnout. 

Though she’s only lived in the 
area since September, Hethey said 
it’s clear how important the hot 
springs are to the community. 

“We have a very strong, loyal 
following of local people who come 

Nakusp Hot Springs continues birthday celebrations with special pricing 
to the hot springs every day,” she 
said. “It’s a very, very well loved 
community resource.”

Hethey said the celebration back 
in October was a beautiful day.

The Village offered 1974 pricing 
– $1.50 for adults and $0.75 for 
youth. Many locals and visitors alike 
came out to enjoy the waters and 
various hot springs-themed goodies. 

An intimate dinner welcomed 
guests who were involved with the 
build up of the resort, some even 
before the Village purchased it.

“There was a lot of heart and 
soul, and people spoke very fondly 
about their memories and about 
what the hot springs mean to the 
community,” said Hethey. 

The springs also have a robust 
reputation among tourists, some 
having travelled from as far as 
China and Europe, Hethey said. 
She’s noticed that people enjoy the 
authenticity of the facility, with its 
an informal, laid-back vibe and “one 
foot in the 1970s and one foot in this 
decade.”

“It’s lovely to see the connections 
between community members and 
visitors,” she said.

The Nakusp Hot Springs’ history 
runs much longer than 50 years. The 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society says 
the first to test the hot waters were the 
local Sinixt people – hundreds, if not 
thousands, of years ago. 

Settlers arrived in the late 1800s. 
Messrs. Darragh and Lester staked 
the hot springs site in 1894, though 
it was soon cancelled after objections 
from the community that it remain 
open and free to the public. 

In 1897, Ellen McDougald, 
owner of the Leland Hotel in Nakusp, 
staked the lot under the name Virginia 

Mineral Claim. No developments 
were made, and the public continued 
to use the hot springs. A proper trail 
from town was built in 1912.

Two years later, after more public 
protest, the government placed the 
site in a reserve by order of council. 
However, Ellen fought the issue and 
gained surface rights to her mineral 
claim. 

The Nakusp Board of Trade took 
action against Ellen in 1925, and a 
government survey was set in motion 
to form a park and a road. Two of the 
three springs were reserved for the 

people forever and all time, and a 
200-acre public park was established 
surrounding the springs.

In 1928, a fundraising campaign 
saw enough funds to build a concrete 
pool, a community kitchen, and 
some cabins. Ellen’s claim was 
relinquished, and the Leary family 
purchased it through tax sale in 1939.

In 1957, the Leary family 
donated ten acres on and around 
the hot springs to the town. When 
Nakusp became a village in 1967, 
it was given the opportunity to own 
the hot springs. At the time, a poorly 

maintained logging road led into 
the site, and without caretakers, the 
cabins and pools were damaged by 
vandals. All the same, hundreds of 
visitors still ventured to the springs.

In time, a committee formed to 
investigate the possibility of piping 
the water to a better site where a 
proper pool complex could be built. 
Grant money came through, a better 
logging road was built, and the 
complex was finally opened in 1974. 

People can enjoy the clear waters 
of the Nakusp Hot Springs every day 
from 9:30 am to 9:30 pm. 

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

On February 6 at the Seniors 
Hall in Nakusp, the Upper Arrow 
Housing Society hosted a public 
information session, ‘Renting: What 
You Need to Know.’

Danna Johnson and Zack 
McLeod from the Residential 
Tenancy Branch (RTB) gave a 
presentation on how landlords and 
tenants can prevent problems before 
they happen. Johnson is the Manager 
of Public Education and McLeod is 
a Senior Information Officer. 

The RTB is a neutral body that 
helps landlords and tenants have 
successful tenancies, where each 
person understands their rights and 
responsibilities. When needed, the 
branch also provides services to help 
resolve problems and support safe 
and secure tenancies.

“The vast majority of tenancies 
in BC are uncomplicated,” said 
Johnson. “There are more than 
660,000 renter households in the 
Province and in 2024, the Residential 
Tenancy Branch received about 
24,000 applications for dispute 
resolution.”  

Thorough  and  in fo rmed 
applicant screening is the best way 
to avoid complicated tenancies, 
said Johnson. For landlords, a good 
starting point is a comprehensive 
application that includes verifiable 
income and employment; references, 
including from a former landlord; 
and checking photo ID to ensure the 
name on the application matches. 
Landlords can also perform an 
online court search and run a credit 
check. For tenants, showing up on 
time and being prepared, asking 
good questions, and completing 
the application in full can make a 
good impression. Both landlords 
and tenants should understand their 
rights and responsibilities. 

The second step is having a 
thoughtful tenancy agreement. The 
RTB has a form available online to 
use to ensure all necessary terms and 
conditions are covered, including 
rent, inspections, subletting, repairs, 
landlord access, and ending tenancy. 

Upper Arrow Housing Society hosts info session on renting
Tenants should read and understand 
the lease before signing, and both 
parties must sign and keep a copy for 
reference. Johnson recommended a 
move-in inspection with signatures 
from both the landlord and tenant.

“Like any good relationship, 
communication is key,” said 
Johnson. 

Landlords should give proper 
notice before entering the unit. They 
should also maintain the unit and 
address repairs promptly. Tenants 
should communicate issues early and 
professionally. Report repair issues 
in writing as soon as they arise. If 
concerns are ignored, tenants can 
follow RTB procedures for dispute 
resolution. Both parties should use 
written communication and keep 
records of all communications.

Johnson said landlords can only 
raise rent once in a 12-month period, 
and must give three months notice of 
the increase. It must not exceed the 
allowable amount set by the RTB; 

for 2025, that’s 3%. If a landlord 
didn’t raise rent one year, they 
cannot make up for it later. Paying 
rent in full and on time will help 
tenants avoid eviction, and tenants 
should request and keep copies of 
receipts for rent and deposits. 

When it comes time to end a 
tenancy, Johnson said following 
proper notice procedures is key. 
Landlords should use proper forms 
for ending a tenancy (i.e. non-
payment, renovations, or personal 
use), and offer reasonable timelines 
and alternatives. Tenants should be 
given required written notice and 
ensure the unit is in good condition 
to get their security deposit refunded. 
Both parties should conduct a move-
out condition inspection together.   

Residential Tenancy Branch 
services can be accessed digitally, 
or over the phone. More information 
can be found at www2.gov.bc.ca/
gov/content/housing-tenancy/
residential-tenancies.

by Jan McMurray
Local resident Chris Shewchuk 

is doing a study on an herbal male 
contraceptive, and is looking for 
assistance.

P a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  m e n ’s 
health, men’s sexual health and 
healthy intimate relationships, 
Shewchuk notes that the lack of 
contraceptive options for men places 
the responsibility for birth control 
inequitably on women. 

“There are several female 
contraceptives on the market, 
even though harms to health have 
been proven,” he said. “But male 
contraceptives never seem to make it 
to market. One of my hopes is to give 
people an option.”

A few years ago, Shewchuk came 
across information on an herb that is 
used in parts of Southeast Asia for 
contraception and other health issues. 
He has been using the herb himself 
ever since.

Participants wanted in 
grassroots study on herbal male 
contraceptive

“I’ve been sit t ing on this 
information for many years and I 
keep thinking I need to do something 
about it,” he says. 

Shewchuk says his journey down 
this path started with a dream. “I 
woke up from a dream one morning 
with this thought to search for an herb 
for a male contraceptive. I found a 
reference to an herb from Southeast 
Asia, and learned about research that 
had been done on it at a university in 
Indonesia.”

Shewchuk says the Indonesian 
university’s interest in researching the 
herb stems from a field trip in the mid 
1980s to Guinea, where researchers 
found that tribes there were using it 
as a contraceptive. 

Anyone interested in participating 
in Shewchuk’s grassroots study on the 
herb can contact him at 250-777-2203.

He is also looking for investors, 
business partners/advisors and a 
phytochemist.
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SSeerrvviinngg  SSiillvveerrttoonn  aanndd  NNeeww  DDeennvveerr  aarreeaass::  
   

- hhoouussee  cclleeaanniinngg  
- yyaarrdd  aanndd  ggaarrddeenn  ccaarree  
- hhaannddyyppeerrssoonn  rreeppaaiirr  
- lliigghhtt  ccaarrppeennttrryy  pprroojjeeccttss  
- oouuttddoooorr  iinnddoooorr  ppaaiinnttiinngg  pprroojjeeccttss  
- mmoovviinngg  aanndd  oorrggaanniizziinngg  hheellpp  
- ddoogg  wwaallkkiinngg  aanndd  aabbsseenntteeee  hhoouussee  ccaarree    
- ttrraannssppoorrtt  ttoo  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss,,  sshhooppppiinngg  eettcc..  

   
Creative and/or Unique Projects Welcome 

 
extensive experience assisting people with all of the above 

great local references available 
no job too small for me J 

 
 

 
 

SSuunnsshhiinnee  SSeerrvviicceess  
All Around Home Help 

Give me a call, a text or an email: 
Joyce 250-354-1698 

sunshineservicesjoyce@gmail.com 
 

 - house cleaning
 - yard and garden care
 - handyperson repair
 - light carpentry projects
 - outdoor indoor painting 
	 projects
 - moving and organizing help
 - dog walking and absentee 
	 house care
 - transport to appointments, 
	 shopping etc.

Creative and/or Unique 
Projects Welcome
• extensive experience 

assisting people with all of 
the above

• great local references 
available

• no job too small for me☺

Joyce 250-354-1698
sunshineservicesjoyce@gmail.com

by Art Joyce 
What if we saw nature as having 

personhood? How would that affect 
our actions? Manna Garrick-Rice 
and daughter Aurora are exhibiting 
artwork in pastels and watercolour 
at Raven’s Nest in New Denver from 
January 21 to February 27, titled 
‘Thanking the Lake, Personifying 
the Lake.’

In part, Manna’s desire to honour 
the lake as sacred is a return to the 
beliefs of the Nikkei residents who 
were brought here during the Second 
World War. Most importantly, she’s 
using her artwork to raise awareness 
about the movement now gaining 
ground around the world, granting 
legal “personhood” status to lakes, 
rivers and other features of nature. 

“I was so grateful to the lake last 
year because it protected us from 
the fires,” says Manna. “I was going 
to do the exhibition much later in 
the year but because of the fires in 
California, I felt a sense of urgency, 
because we could have ended up 
like that.” 

Manna has exhibited her art in 
Japan and USA. This is her first 
exhibition in Canada. For more 
than 10 years, she taught ‘Manna’s 
Art Yoga,’ a therapeutic art class 
based on the concept that everyone 
is an artist. Her daughter Aurora is 
a budding artist who likes to sing, 
dance, write, draw and be creative. 
In this exhibition, she acted mainly 
as a model. 

In her artist’s statement Manna 
states: “Thank you beautiful lake 
for being there. We love your cool 
waters, how you lay there in serenity. 
The many faces of the lake: to me 
you are often a little girl, sometimes 
a mother and always the elderly One. 
You have protected us from the fire. 
We are so grateful to you and want 
the best for you as we would for any 
living Being.” 

The exhibition is dedicated 
to the late Eloise Charet and our 
community elders. Manna supported 
Eloise’s Water Walk 30 years ago 
by creating a banner for her that can 
be seen in the video documentary 
recently posted on YouTube.  

Although Manna only recently 
learned of the concept of legal 
personhood of natural landscape 
features, in her culture of origin 
– Japan – landscape and nature is 
revered as holy. There are three times 
more temples and shrines dedicated 
to nature than there are convenience 
stores in Japan, with 158,000 shrines, 
the major ones still staffed by priests 
and receiving a steady stream of 
visitors. 

The Magpie River in Quebec – 
an inspiration for Manna’s exhibition 
– was granted legal personhood 
status in 2021. The goal of the 
declaration is to protect it long-term 

Raven’s Nest art exhibition honours Slocan Lake
given its appeal for energy producers 
like Hydro Quebec and Innergex 
Renewable Energy. It has since been 
given the right to “live, to exist and 
flow, to the respect for its natural 
cycles, to evolve naturally, to be 
protected and preserved, to maintain 
its natural biodiversity, to perform 
its essential functions within its 
ecosystem, to be free of pollution, 
regenerate and be restored, and to 
sue with the help of human legal 
guardians.” Hydroelectric energy 
projects by Hydro Quebec on the 
Magpie River are therefore currently 
on hold. 

Other  p recedents  in  the 
personhood movement include 
initiatives in South America. Bolivia 
passed a law in 2006 recognizing 
the right of nature to not be affected 
by mega-infrastructures and 
development projects that affect 
the balance of ecosystems and 
the local inhabitant communities. 
In Columbia, the Constitutional 
Court granted legal rights to the Rio 
Atratoi in 2016. The same rights 
were granted the Amazon River in 
2018. In 2008, Ecuador approved 
a constitution to recognize that 
nature “has the right to exist, persist, 
maintain and regenerate its vital 
cycles, structure, functions and its 
processes in evolution.” 

Although this movement has 
had its major impetus from South 
America, countries elsewhere are 
following suit. In the US, the Klamath 
River was granted personhood by 
the Yurok Tribe in 2019. Voters in 
Toledo, Ohio passed the Lake Erie 
Bill of Rights in February 2019. 
India and New Zealand have passed 
similar legislation. 

Visitors to the exhibition in 
Raven’s Nest can sign a contact list 

for more information and possible 
future use in campaigns to have 

Slocan Lake given legal personhood 
status. 

submitted
A 71-year-old Slocan resident, 

Thierry Emile Brenon, was reported 
missing on February 2. Thierry was 
last heard from before Christmas. He 
was last seen in Slocan.

Thierry is 5’7”, of slim build, 
weighs approximately 130 pounds, 
has salt and pepper hair and a French 
accent.

“Slocan Lake RCMP are very Slocan resident Thierry Emile Brenon is 
missing.

Slocan Lake RCMP searching for missing man
concerned for Thierry’s health and 
well-being and are encouraging the 
public to call police if they know his 
current whereabouts or have seen 
him. It is out of character for Brenon 
to be gone for so long. Thierry does 
not have a vehicle, and frequently 
utilizes BC Transit,” said Corporal 
Brett Urano, RCMP spokesperson. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Slocan Lake RCMP 

at 250-358-2222.”

Manna Garrick-Rice, pictured here with husband Marsh, is exhibiting her pastels and watercolours at Raven’s Nest Gifts in New Denver to raise 
awareness of the legal personhood movement for lakes and rivers around the world.
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by Art Joyce
Families came out for a full day 

of kids’ recreation, puppet shows, 
music and food at the third annual 
Slocan Winter Carnival in Slocan’s 
community park. The soundstage 
provided a pleasant musical backdrop 
for the fun, with performers Gemma 
Luna, Mitch Robillard, Rosa Good, 
Soul Potion, DJ Wax Headroom, 
Flowantix and TruckVanCar, 
plus Luminesce, Daily Basis and 
Dubconscious at the afterparty dance 
held at the Slocan Legion. Niiki 
Cole had every child’s attention in 
the crowd for her puppet show. Lisa 
Parente organizes both the Carnival 
and the Harmony Music Festival set 
to be held on June 21 and 22 this year. 

“People are stuck inside their 
homes at this time of year and they 
need something to do,” said Parente. 
“I wanted to share what a Slocan 

Slocan Winter Carnival enjoys successful third year
local told me after the event during 
cleanup. He said that he was happy 
that the gathering happened and that 
following the wildfires, it felt like 
things were getting back to normal.” 

Josh and Rachel, a young couple 
with two children said they recently 
moved to Krestova from Maple 
Ridge and love both the Carnival and 
the slower pace of life in the Slocan 
Valley. Josh is a welder and Rachel 
a bookkeeper, and both are noticing 
a distinct improvement in their kids 
since moving here from the city.

“I already notice the kids are 
making more friends here and 
spending more time outside,” said 
Rachel. 

Parente, who moved to the 
Slocan Valley from Quebec in 
2017, had already established Tree 
Hugger Retreats Society there to 
host affordable consciousness-raising 

conferences. This was changed to 
the Tree Hugger Retreats and Events 
Society after she moved here, to 
accommodate the production of 
the Carnival and Harmony Music 
Festival. The retreat portion of her 
mandate has receded somewhat due 
to the demands of organizing the 
two events, which Parente says takes 
most of the year to pull together. 
Although she does receive some 
grant support, this too requires many 
hours of preparing applications with 
no guarantee of success. She would 
welcome volunteer assistance to 
acquire more funding. Although 
she received a ReDi grant from 
the RDCK and a Community 
Development grant from the Village 
of Slocan for portable toilets, she was 
unable to obtain funding to cover all 
the expenses. A grant from BC Fairs 
and Festivals didn’t come through 

as it did last year. In part, that meant 
not being able to hire ice sculptor 
Peter Vogelaar, although warmer 
temperatures made his ever-popular 
ice slide impractical this year. His 
apprentice, Alex Avelino, stepped in 
to do a snow sculpture instead. 

Parente’s organizing for Winter 
Carnival was hampered somewhat 
by volunteer  and performer 
cancellations, some at the last minute. 
As any event organizer will tell you, 
that means the buck stops with the 
person organizing everything. Still, 

she insists it’s not about making 
money, but building community 
during hard times. 

“I realize this area is suffering 
financially because of the decline 
of industry,” said Parente. “So why 
not gather and connect, find ideas 
for us to work together, and support 
each others’ businesses? Let’s pay it 
forward.”

The society accepts donations 
a t  a n y  t i m e  b y  e - t r a n s f e r 
to  treehuggersocietybc@outlook.
com.

Snow sculptor Alex Avelino, an apprentice studying with Peter Vogelaar, works on a piece at 
Slocan Winter Carnival. The weather was too warm this year for the popular kids’ ice slide 

usually built by Vogelaar.
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Happy 
Valentine’s Day

from  all of us in 
Kaslo and 

New Denver    
T.H.E. Pharmacy 

team

THIS IS A FREE EVENT

Volunteers build connections with clients and these
connections build trust to receive heart to heart caring and
healing for the whole person, family and friends.
 
Our facilitator Leslie Beare, a retired RN, has sat beside the
dying for almost 30 years. Leslie will cover practical topics
such as what does a normal death look like and how to
support the process. How to support someone who is grieving,
standard procedures for visits to long term care, and what
you can and cannot do as a hospice volunteer at the bedside.

Contact Leslie  today!!
labeare@yahoo.com

Register before March 15th!.
Refreshments and potluck

lunch  will be organized
.

250-551-2895

New Denver Hospice Society
Certified Volunteer Training

Program

Mar 22/23 & 29/30th
9:30-4:30pm

This training is required to become a
volunteer for hospice and is also beneficial
to those caring for someone at end of life.

Location
Silverton Fire Hall

by Jan McMurray
The Spa at Halcyon, under the 

ownership of Pamela Joy Howse, is 
celebrating its first anniversary today, 
February 13.

“Our first year in business has 
had its challenges – wildfires, ferry 
closures, and some technical hurdles 
– but the support of returning guests 
and the natural beauty of our location 
have kept us going strong. We are 
incredibly grateful for the wonderful 
clients we’ve had the privilege 
to serve, and we look forward to 
welcoming many more in the years 
to come,” says Pamela.

The Spa at Halcyon offers an 
array of treatments and services, 
from massage and facials to body 
treatments and wellness activities. 
They use a skin care line that is 
made in the Kootenays. Om skin 
care products are plant-based, pure 
and clean, with no toxic chemicals, 
harsh ingredients, synthetic colours 
or fragrances. 

A n d  w h e n  y o u  b o o k  a 
spa treatment, you can enjoy a 
complimentary soak in the lithia-rich 
hot springs pools.

“Every experience is crafted to 
promote well-being in a tranquil, 
soothing environment,” Pamela says. 
“Our team of skilled professionals 
and our commitment to excellence 
ensures that every moment of your 
visit is exceptional.”

Pamela is a seasoned wellness 
professional with expertise in spa 
practices, yoga, and life coaching. 
Originally from Manitoba, she brings 
her Oji-Cree heritage into her work, 
blending cultural wisdom with a 

Pamela Joy Howse is owner of the Spa at Halcyon.

The Spa at Halcyon celebrates one year in business
passion for beauty and well-being. 
“Our spa provides an inclusive and 
respectful space for healing that 
honours our Indigenous roots. We 
share the wisdom of traditional 
wellness practices alongside modern 
wellness techniques, aiming to 
provide our clients with a complete 
healing experience,” she says.

After completing her studies, 
Pamela moved to the Columbia 
Valley, where she’s spent over 20 
years sharing her love for wellness 
and culture.

Pamela holds certifications 
as a registered yoga instructor, 
esthetician, life coach, and in a range 
of holistic therapies. Over the past 
decade, she has provided top-tier 
esthetic services at some of Canada’s 
most renowned spas, specializing 
in facials and massages. Pamela is 
also skilled in makeup artistry and 
nail painting and deeply values the 
connections she builds with clients 
during their treatments.

In addition to her spa services, 
Pamela offers one-on-one and 
group life coaching. She also leads 
mindfulness walks and teaches yoga, 
including stand-up paddleboard 
(SUP) yoga. 

Pamela enjoys sharing stories 
about her Indigenous culture and 
the rich history of the resort. Her 
new logo gives her an opportunity 
to do just that.

“As we approach our first 
anniversary, we are thrilled to unveil 
our new logo and signage, featuring 
a Kingfisher feather, painted in 
pointillism and designed by local 
Indigenous artist Delree Dumont - 

White Eagle Woman,” says Pamela. 
She explains that the Kingfisher 

feather holds deep meaning and 
honours Halcyon’s history, which 
dates back to the early 1800s. The 
Kingfisher, linked to the serene 

waters and beautiful mountains 
surrounding the resort, symbolizes 
healing and tranquility – elements 
that inspired the naming of Halcyon 
Hot Springs Resort.

She says the name ‘Halcyon’ 

references the Greek myth of 
Alcyone, the daughter of Aeolus, 
ruler of the winds. After the tragic 
drowning of her husband, Ceyx, 
Alcyone attempted to end her own 
life but was transformed into a bird. 
This bird, later identified as the 
European Kingfisher, was believed 
to have the power to calm the seas 
during its nesting period around the 
winter solstice. This time of peace 
became known as the ‘halcyon days’ 
– a term that continues to signify 
calm and serenity.

Check the ad on this page for 
information on how to book a 
spa treatment at www.halcyon-
hotsprings.com/spa/
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by Jan McMurray
Construction of the new 

youth centre on the Green 
Door property in Nakusp may 
begin this spring. The plans 
have been submitted to the 
engineer and once they are 
approved, a building permit 
application will be the next 
step.

“We’re going in full steam 
ahead, with optimism and 
hope that the community 
really gets behind us. That’s 
what happens in Nakusp – 
the community is so amazing 
at coming together and 
supporting each other,” said 
Carlee Hughes, president of 
the Nakusp and Area Youth 
Society (NAYS).

Carlee’s husband, Joseph, 
is also on the NAYS board of 
directors, and is a Red Seal 
Carpenter. He has put in many 
volunteer hours to develop the 
project.

Recently, Nakusp Home 
Hardware and Building 
Centre donated over $5,000 to 
the society in honour of Larry 
Fergusson, who founded the 
hardware store and building 
centre, and passed away last 

Carlee Hughes (right), president of NAYS, accepts a donation from Dianne Fergusson of Nakusp Home Hardware with 
staff looking on.

“Full steam ahead” for new Nakusp youth centre
year. On the anniversary of 
Larry’s passing, the stores 
held a big sale, collected 
donations for the youth centre, 
and matched them. “They 
chose the youth society as the 
benefactor because Larry had 
a soft spot for the kids and 
always wanted to make sure 
children in the community 
were taken care of,” Carlee 
said. “It would take so much 
work for us to raise $5,000, 
and they did it in one day – 
we’re so grateful!”

NAYS also has funds 
from a Vancouver Foundation 
grant and fundraisers they’ve 
organized, but will need 
more money to complete 
the project. “We should be 
able to get a good start with 
the funds we have, but we’re 
looking at more fundraisers 
and grants, and we’re hopeful 
we’ll get a lot of volunteers 
come forward when we get to 
construction,” she said.

Joseph reports that there 
is already a corporate sponsor 
to help with the insulated 
concrete forms for the 
basement.

The youth centre has 

already had many volunteers 
help with the project. The 
local school district donated a 
1,000-square-foot portable to 
house the centre, and several 
volunteers came together 
to move the portable from 
the elementary school to 
the Green Door property in 
August 2022.

The next step is surveying, 
Car lee  says ,  and  then 
excavation. A basement will 
be dug for the portable, and a 
timer frame entranceway with 
wheelchair ramp will be added 
in front, and a covered patio 
area will be built in the back. 

The society had to have 
an environmental assessment 
of the property, as it once 
had a gas pump on it. The 
assessment was completed 
last summer, and came back 
clean, Carlee says, so the 
gas pump must have been 
removed long ago. They did 
find something metal, but it 
was just an old culvert. Tom 
Zeleznik volunteered his time 
and excavator to dig it up.

NAYS owns the Green 
Door property and operated a 
youth centre there until it was 

badly damaged in a 2006 fire. 
The centre was demolished 
in 2015. The youth centre has 
operated out of the Kinship 

Connection Centre since.
The historic Green Door 

Restaurant and Bowling 
Alley was built by Carlee’s 

grandparents about 70 years 
ago, and was a very popular 
place among young people 
back then.

submitted
Amanda  Murphy  i s 

bringing her passion for 
community engagement and 
extensive experience in project 
coordination to Columbia 
Basin Trust as a Community 
Liaison. Based in Nakusp, 
she will support communities 
across the Northwest Basin 
region, including Revelstoke, 
Nakusp ,  New Denver, 
Silverton, Slocan and more. 

“I grew up in small towns 
in the West Kootenay and 
have always felt deeply 
invested in this region,” 
says Murphy. “Working 
with diverse organizations 
and developing programs 
in the Basin has shaped my 
approach to collaboration, 
and I’m excited to support 
communities in meaningful 
ways.”

Murphy has worked 
across the public, private, non-
profit and heritage sectors, 
gaining significant experience 
in infrastructure project 
coordination, planning and 
sustainable service delivery. 
In her new role, she will 
help communities access 
resources, foster connections 
and advance local initiatives. 

“ I ’m  commi t t ed  t o 
supporting communities 
by sharing knowledge, 
identifying opportunities 
and helping to bring people 
together,” she says. “It’s about 
strengthening relationships 

Amanda Murphy joins Columbia Basin Trust as a Community Liaison, 
supporting communities in the Northwest Basin region. 

New Community Liaison at Columbia Basin Trust
and crea t ing  solu t ions 
that build more resilient 
communities.”

Murphy joins the Trust’s 
team of Community Liaisons 
who engage with communities 
of all sizes to understand local 
needs and provide support.

“ We ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o 
welcome Amanda, whose 
strong facilitation skills and 
deep community connections 
will  be an asset to the 
region,” says Katie Kendall, 
Senior Manager, Delivery 
of Benefits, Columbia Basin 
Trust. “She has already 
integrated seamlessly with 
our team and will be a great 
resource for the communities 
she’ll be working with.”

Murphy previously served 
as the Community Manager 
for the Village of New Denver, 
collaborating with local non-

profits and various levels 
of government to advance 
community initiatives. She 
also worked with Slocan 
Integral Forestry Cooperative 
on wildfire resilience and 
climate adaptation through the 
implementation of FireSmart 
principles in the Slocan Valley. 

C o m m u n i t i e s  a r e 
encouraged to connect with 
Murphy and other members 
of the team to discuss local 
opportunities and access 
Trust support at ourtrust.org/
communityliaisons.  

Columbia Basin Trust 
supports the efforts of people 
in the Columbia Basin. To 
learn more about its programs 
and initiatives, and how it helps 
strengthen social, economic 
and environmental well-being 
in the region, visit ourtrust.org 
or call 1.800.505.8998.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

We have a great 
selection of gifts in-store. 

Come see us Tuesday 
through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

Thank You!
With Gratitude from Kaslo and Area Senior Citizens’ Society

A Heartfelt Thank Our 
Donors, Members, Volunteers and Local Merchants

We are overwhelmed by the incredible support and kindness shown 
to us by our amazing community this past year. Your generosity and 
unwavering assistance have made a significant impact, and we would like 
to extend our deepest gratitude to each and every one of you.
Your Support Makes a Difference

Whether through donations, volunteering, or simply spreading the 
word, your contributions have helped us in ways we never imagined. 
Together, we have achieved remarkable things, and it is all thanks to you. 

Looking Forward to a Brighter Future
As we move forward, we are excited about the future and the continued 

positive changes we can create together. Your support of the elders in 
our community is the foundation upon which we build our dreams and 
aspirations.
Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts. 
The Kaslo And Area Senior Citizens’ Society

Kaslo And Area Senior Citizens’ 
Society

AGM and Elections Notice – March 2025
We invite our members and anyone age 55+ who would like to pur-
chase a membership to join us at the Kaslo Senior Citizens’ Hall  
(304 – 4th Street), on Tuesday, MARCH 4th at 10:30 am for our 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), Board Elections and luncheon. 
Membership required to vote.

If you wish to run or nominate someone for a Board position, you 
must let us know by Friday, February 28th by calling Mabel Rus-
sell at 250-353-2258. If there is more than one nomination for any 
position, voting will be done by ballot.

Tickets are $15.00 for lunch and dessert, which will follow the meet-
ing/elections. Please call Louise De Pape at: (250) 353-7553 or by 
email at: Lmdepape@gmail.com if you wish to attend. 

by Rachael Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council has once more deferred 
a decision on the South Beach land 
exchange with Quality Property 
Developments.

Though council agreed that 
QP’s current proposal for South 
Beach – a strata-title RV park – is 
amiss, it’s still open to negotiations. 

“I can see a path forward where 
we can find something where 
more people feel like they’re 
represented in that plan,” said 
Councillor Matthew Brown. “This 
plan specifically – I do not see that.”

Brown brought forward a 
motion to postpone the matter 
indefinitely – effectively stopping 
negotiations. But after a lengthy 
discussion period, it seemed council 
didn’t want to end the conversation 
with the developer.

Councillor Erika Bird said, 
with the weight of the decision, it’s 
tempting to do nothing – but the 
status quo is “untenable.”

“The way it is now, we have 
people trespassing; we have no easy, 
legal way to enjoy the beach,” she 
said. “Public waterfront is crucial to 
preserve, however you can do it… 
Here’s an opportunity to actually 
provide legal access if we work with 
the developer.”

The first step towards realizing 
any development is a land exchange 
between the Village and QP, the 
landowner. The Village would 
sell road allowances within South 
Beach to QP, and purchase some of 
QP’s land in the riparian area along 
Kaslo River. This land exchange 
could grant the public legal access 
to South Beach for the first time in 
a very long time.

T h e  p u r c h a s e  a n d  s a l e 
agreement for the land exchange is 
the document where council – and 
the developer – can lay out how the 
development might look, said CAO 
Robert Baker.

And it’s where council can 
advocate to the developer for the 
public, said Mayor Suzan Hewat.

Council identified a few 
conditions it would like to see – 
less strata RV sites and more rustic 
campsites, a dedicated wild area, 
and legal public access in perpetuity, 
to name a few.

“If the developer knew there 
was a plan that we would actually 
support, that would be a much 
more fruitful way of negotiating,” 
said Bird.

Ultimately, any decision was 
deferred to give council time to 
outline other conditions it would 
like to see in the purchase and sale 
agreement.
Disaster Resilience Fund

The Village will submit a 
funding application for $150,000 

Kaslo council, January 28: Council once again delays decision on South Beach land 
to the Province’s Disaster Resilience 
and Innovation Fund (DRIF). If 
received, the Village will create a 
source water protection plan and 
begin phase three of the Kaslo River 
flood mitigation project. 

The source water protection plan 
will identify areas and activities that 
could affect the quality, quantity, 
and flow timing of Kaslo’s five 
drinking water sources – Kemp 
Creek, Brooks Creek, Clark Creek, 
Cross Creek, and the Kaslo River. 
The plan will provide background 
information to help the Village with 
decisions and long-term planning. 
Based on an assessment from 
qualified contractors, the plan is 
budgeted at $50,000 plus a $25,000 
contingency.

Phases one and two of the Kaslo 
River flood mitigation project saw 
river dike and bank flood protection 
works at five sites. The first steps 
of phase three include hazard-risk-
vulnerability assessment, mapping, 
and preliminary design to identify 
where future structural work will 
happen. The budget is $75,000. 

Applications to DRIF must 
include First Nations consultation. 
The Village has contacted Yaqan 
Nukiy and will stay in touch with 
them throughout the project.
WildSafe BC

The Village will contribute 
$3,000 towards this  year ’s 
W i l d S a f e B C  c o m m u n i t y 
coordinator.

Hiring a coordinator will help 
the Village with its goal of becoming 
a Bear Smart community, and will 
assist residents in reducing human-
wildlife conflicts. Requests for 
information and action on rats was 
noted in 2024. 

The minimum contribution for 
the program is $6,000, up from 
$4,000 last year. The RDCK has 
made financial contributions in the 
past on behalf of Electoral Area 
D. Staff have inquired about its 
participation this year.  
TransRockies event

TransRockies Inc. was granted 
an exemption from the noise control 
bylaw for its Singletrack 6 event on 
July 10.

The six-day mountain bike 
race runs throughout the West 
Kootenays, with the kick-off race 
in Kaslo. An early start of 7 am – 
paired with speakers for music and 
announcements – led TransRockies 
to request an exemption for the day.
Records management 
bylaw

Council adopted a new records 
management bylaw.

With the new bylaw in hand, 
staff can begin updating its filing 
system to bring the Village’s records 
management system into alignment 

with industry standards. 
Staff based the bylaw on a model 

presented in the Local Government 
Management Association’s Records 
Management Manual. The manual 
offers guidance on best practices for 
local governments.
Canada Post review

The Village will submit a letter 
in support of public postal services to 

the Industrial Inquiry Commission 
on Canada Post.

Federal Minister of Labour 
Steven McKinnon created the 
commission to work with the 
Canadian Union of Postal Works 
(CUPW) and Canada Post to 
examine the future of the public 
post office. The CUPW has asked 
for affected local governments to 
provide input. 

In its letter asking for input, 
CUPW included a sample resolution 
which the Village will follow. Key 
points include keeping Canada 
Post a public service; maintaining 
universal service at a uniform price; 
and a moratorium on post office 
closures. 

In her report, CO Allaway noted 

that Kaslo Post office is protected by 
the 1994 moratorium on post office 
closures.
Corporate Officer

Corporate Officer Catherine 
Allaway worked her last day for 
the Village on January 31. Council 
deemed that CAO Robert Baker will 
take up the torch until the Village 
determines its staffing needs. 

Allaway has been the CO since 
2021 but left her post to become 
the new CAO of the Village of 
Silverton.

Kaslo Community 
Acupuncture Society 
seeks support during 
lean times
submitted

The Kaslo Community Acupuncture 
Society (KCAS), known for offering 
acupuncture services by donation, is 
reaching out to the greater Kootenay 
Lake community for help. 

For five years, KCAS has provided 
affordable healthcare to the community 
through its well-attended biweekly 
clinics, which offer a holistic approach 
to pain management, stress relief, and 
overall well-being through the lens of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine. KCAS 
has become an invaluable resource for 
many residents in the area. However, like 
many non-profits, the organization relies 
heavily on public grants and donations to 
continue operating. With limited funding 
sources, the organization finds itself in 
a difficult financial position as it waits 
for new grants to arrive later this spring.

KCAS strives to offer inclusive, 
accessible, and barrier-free acupuncture 
treatments. The administrative team, 
licensed practitioners, and board of 
directors are all dedicated to this vision 
of community wellness. “The work our 
organization undertakes is meaningful, 
integrating health, community, 
compassion, and a safe space, month 
after month,” says Victoria McAllister, a 
board member of KCAS. “Contributing 
in any way to support the vision that 
[our founding practitioners] have so 
thoughtfully crafted for our communities 
is a privilege.” 

The non-profit is encouraging 
anyone who believes in the value of 
community healthcare to consider 
donating. As a registered charity, all 
donations are tax-deductible. With the 
help of generous supporters, KCAS 
hopes to bridge the gap and continue 
offering professional healthcare services. 
Every contribution helps keep this 
vital service available to community 
members. 

For those who would like to 
contribute, donations can be made 
directly through the Kaslo Community 
Acupuncture Society’s website: www.
kaslocas.wordpress.com or via e-transfer 
to kaslocas@gmail.com. Clinics are held 
every second Friday at the Heritage Hall 
of St. Andrew’s United Church, with 
check-in around 12:30, and treatments 
being offered between 1 and 4pm.
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Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, 

BC  V0G 1S0

ARROW LAKES

ADORABLE KITTENS!
“Owl” is a sweet, affectionate grey 
tabby.  “Sparrow” is a curious, energetic 
Siamese manx.  Two lovely females, 6 
months old, ready for their FOREVER 
HOMES.   Phone PALS today at  250-
265-3792

PALS CAT SPAY & NEUTER CAMPAIGN 
COMING FEBRUARY 24 – 28, IN NAKUSP. 
NEED HELP? PHONE FOR DETAILS.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

Public Consultation 
Meeting

February 26 6:30 pm
(doors open at 6:00)
Seniors Hall, 210 8th Ave NW, Nakusp

Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski 
Club Trail Expansion Plan

You are invited to attend and provide your 
feedback at a public consultation meeting on 
the Arrow Lakes Cross-Country Ski Club Trail 
Expansion Project.
The new trails will add on to the current trails 
at the Wensley Creek Recreation area at the end 
of Upper Brouse Rd.
If you are unable to attend and would like to pro-
vide feedback, please email us at alccsc.1988@
gmail.com

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents won’t see universal 
water metering in the community 
anytime soon. Council turned down 
the opportunity to apply for the BC 
Water Meter Pilot Project. 

The project would see the Province 
paying to install water meters and 
associated infrastructure throughout 
the Village – a $4 million expense.

After a lengthy discussion in a 
Committee of the Whole, council 
voted 3-2 to continue with the status 

Nakusp council, January 27: Village turns down water metering opportunity
quo. 

The ongoing costs of maintaining 
water meters is what gave council most 
pause. After installation, upkeep would 
add between $10,000 and $20,000 to 
the Village’s expenses each year.

Though meters can reduce water 
consumption, Director of Operations 
Cavan Gates noted a 2014 report 
that concluded maintenance costs are 
usually not offset by reduction savings. 

Councillors Tina Knooihuizen 
and Aidan McLaren-Caux spoke to 
the fairness of water meters; in the 
current system, smaller households 
are essentially subsidizing higher 
consumption houses. 

Ultimately, most of council felt 
it didn’t have enough information to 
make a decision by the January 30 
application deadline. 

“This is hard,” said Councillor 
Dolly Edwards. “You hate to not take 
advantage of a $4 million grant… but 
I don’t feel like I know enough about it 
to make an informed decision.”

Mayor Tom Zeleznik and 
Councillors Mason Hough and 
Edwards were opposed to the motion, 
while Councillors Knooihuizen and 
McLaren-Caux were in favour. 
Saddle Mountain 
Celebrations

Dak Giles has a vision to bring the 
community together by celebrating 
the natural beauty of iconic Saddle 
Mountain. 

Giles came before council, 
proposing an event on Labour Day 
weekend. He also prepared a survey to 
distribute to businesses and residents, 
to gauge community interest in an 
array of family-friendly activity ideas.

Activities might include a 
huckleberry pancake breakfast, a 
‘paddle and skedaddle’ challenge, an 

artwalk, a bake sale, a scavenger hunt, 
sand sculpturing, a horse show, and a 
dance at the Legion – all with a Saddle 
Mountain theme. 

Giles went to high school in Nakusp 
and has enjoyed Saddle Mountain and 
its history for many years.

“Everyone who climbs to the top 
has a story to tell,” he said. “That’s one 
thing we all have in common – we’ve 
got Saddle Mountain.”  

The Saddle Mountain Lookout 
Trail was established as a fire lookout 
in 1923. The historic building remains 
to this day. The 5.3-kilometre subalpine 
climb is maintained by the Nakusp and 
Area Community Trails Society. 
Sports Complex committee

The Nakusp and District Sports 
Complex Usage Committee no longer 
needs a new member after council 
amended the committee’s terms of 
reference.

Last meeting, council received 
notice that a citizen at large was 
resigning. Shortly after, RDCK Area K 
Director Teresa Weatherhead submitted 
her resignation for scheduling reasons.

Before the amendment, the terms 
required nine members: two from 
council, one from the RDCK board 
of directors, and six citizens at large. 
Staff recommended changing this to 
one member of council, one from the 
RDCK board of directors and five 
citizens at large. This keeps an odd 
number, best for voting purposes.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux 
stepped up as the RDCK representative. 
Councillor Edwards stepped down 
while Councillor Knooihuizen stayed 
on. There are currently five citizens at 
large on the committee.
Seniors’ outdoor exercise

Councillor Edwards presented on 
behalf of paramedics Randy Mackenzie 
and Daniel Abraham, who are working 
to bring outdoor exercise equipment to 
the community.

A quote from Green Roots Play 
Equipment sets a budget of about 
$40,200 for five pieces of equipment, 
shipping, and installation. Mackenzie 
and Abraham are hoping for a grant 
from Columbia Basin Trust, and have 
received support from Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services, 
Nakusp Seniors Society, and Rotary. 

The equipment would be geared 
towards seniors, though all would be 
welcome to use it. Mackenzie and 
Abraham believe the ideal location 
is adjacent to the Rotary Playground 
– central, easy to access, and a high 
traffic area to ensure seniors remain 
safe in case of accidents. 
Accessibility Plan

The Village conditionally accepted 
Plan 54 Consulting’s proposal for 
$12,600 to assist with the development 
of the Nakusp Accessibility Plan.

Disability BC provides $3,500 to all 
BC communities for plan development. 
The Village will apply for $9,100 from 

the Nakusp Community Development 
Grant to make up the remainder. 
Acceptance of Plan 54’s offer is 
conditional on the Village receiving 
the grant. 

The Nakusp Accessibili ty 
Committee received two other 
proposals: Untapped Accessibility 
for $15,750, and Beyond Barriers, for 
$5,000. 
Fire department update

Fire Chief Terry Warren submitted 
his final year-end report for the fire 
department. Warren retired on January 
15 after 30 years of service.

There were 155 incidents in 
2024, including: false alarms; burn 
complaints; brush fires; wildfires; 
motor vehicle rescues; trees on power 
lines; smoke checks; fuel spills; carbon 
monoxide detection; fuel mitigation 
fires; vehicles fires; and abandoned 
campfires.

The department conducted 66 fire 
safety inspections. It also performed 
annual equipment inspections and 
servicing. 

Volunteer firefighters participated 
in weekly practices, training programs, 
safety meetings, and debrief meetings 
for traumatic incidents. Eight members 
completed air brake training for driving 
Engine 401 and Tender 401.  

The department worked with 
FireSmart and Emergency Program 
Coordinator Noel Ballard on grants, 
firefighting, and emergency services 
planning. Ballard was appointed 
as the Local Assistant to the Fire 
Commissioner.

The team also did cross-training 
with BC Emergency Health Services 
contacts in Burton, Fauquier, 
Edgewood, and New Denver, and 
with BC Wildfire Service crews and 
Search and Rescue. 

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Nakusp council took a first look 
at the 2025 capital budget, and sewer 
and water rates, at the January 27 
council meeting.

Sewer and water rates
Sewer rates are set to increase by 

7%, and water rates by 5%. Council 
gave three readings to an updated fees 
and charges bylaw. The changes will 
come into effect after final adoption, 
which was set for the February 10 
meeting.

Sewer and water rates are rising to 
cover the cost of service. The Village 
also plans to contribute $104,300 
to the sewer reserve, and $303,000 
to the water reserve, to make up 
the Village’s estimated required 
contribution for asset management.

The bylaw also proposes some 
changes for the hot springs. 10-swim 
passes will be $100 for all users 
(previously $100 for adults and $90 
for youths, students, and seniors). 
Camping rates at the hot springs will 
rise by 7.1-8.6% for RV sites and 
12% for tenting sites. Chalet rates 
will also increase 10-17%, but a 
10% discount for seniors was added. 
The pet fee was increased to $30 per 
night (previously $20) with a total 
fee cap of $90 for stays longer than 
three nights. 

Provisional capital budget
The 2025 provisional capital 

budget stands at $4,719,157. Using 
council’s feedback, staff will make 
necessary changes before final 
approval in March. 

The  d ra f t  budge t  shows 
$3,230,872 coming from the Village’s 
reserves and surplus, $848,285 from 
grants, and $100,000 from loans. 

Director of Operations Cavan 
Gates noted these numbers are the 

maximums; wherever possible, the 
Village will try to spend less.

The department with the highest 
expenditures is Sewer at $1,380,416. 
T h e  w a s t e w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t 
optimization project will carry over 
from last year, with $611,850 worth 
of work remaining. Other expenses 
include lagoon agitators ($130,000), a 
lift station backup pump ($200,000), 
and lift station control upgrades 
($175,000).

Public Works has six projects, 
totalling $764,935. Two big ones are 
road resurfacing ($325,000) and a 
sand shed ($250,000).

Water projects are budgeted at 
$574,250, with $421,250 set aside 
for a new reservoir cover.

$561,000 is budgeted for Arena/
Parks projects. $85,000 will fund 
Nakusp and District Sports Complex 
upgrades, such as curling brine 
headers, a solar system grid tie, 
and an auditorium projector. Other 
projects include electrical upgrades at 
the municipal campground ($35,000), 
irrigation upgrades ($25,000), and a 
garbage at the marina ($5,000). 

Eleven projects, budgeted at 
$442,556, are planned for the hot 
springs: heat pump ($125,000), 
shower upgrades ($60,000), chalet 
windows and doors ($38,556), and 
signage ($20,000), to name a few. 

A cabbed gator and a dump truck 
are estimated to cost $390,000.

Purchases for the fire department 
will cost $41,000: two new self-
contained breathing apparatuses 
($21,000), and an entranceway to 
the emergency services building 
($20,000).

Administration projects will 
cost $25,000 and include new office 
computers ($15,000) and office 
renovations ($10,000). 

Utility fees and capital budget 
presented to Nakusp council
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Come pick up in the Voykin subdivision at 
the junction. 250-359-0166.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA 
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional 
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can 
help. For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894; 
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp, 
778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including 
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you 
can receive free, confidential support by 
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence 
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to 
your local emergency room for confidential 
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based 
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life results 
with games-based training. Have fun, learn 
lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

CLASSIFIED ADS

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
• RENOVATIONS

• LIGHTING UPGRADES
• SERVICE UPGRADES

• SOLAR INSTALLATION
• OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

CHURCH SERVICES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

FREE

HOSPICE

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

WANTED

FOR SALE

NOTICES

PETS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

N E W  D E N V E R  A N D  A R E A 
HOUSING SOCIETY IS SEEKING A 
CONSULTANT: The society has recently 
completed building the Osprey Residence, 
a 10-unit affordable housing complex, 
under a BC Housing program. The society 
would now like to explore options, and 
the feasibility of developing other types of 
affordable housing projects. We are seeking 
a consultant to develop a Feasibility Report 
to inform our future Affordable Housing 
Strategy. For more information on the 

terms of work, please visit www.ndahs.
org. Deadline for Proposals is February 
13 at 4 pm.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY 
will hold the Society’s 2025 AGM at 1 pm 
on Sunday, February 23 at Knox Hall, 521 
6th Avenue, New Denver, BC. Members 
are encouraged to attend in order to 
vote on an important special resolution 
regarding changes to the Society’s 
constitution. Membership renewals, plans 
for the Garden in 2025, a “FireSmart 
Landscaping” discussion and delicious 
refreshments will all be available.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday February 22 at the Slocan Valley 
Legion, 502 Harold Street, Slocan. 6:30 pm 
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance Tickets must 
be reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.
com or phoning 250-355-2672 or purchased 
at Sunday Night Music Jams or Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan. BC Gaming rules 
will apply. We look forward to seeing you!
SQUARE DANCING on March 14 at the 
Bosun Hall (7-9 pm). Ages 13+ welcome. 
No experience needed. Admission by 
donation.
NEW DENVER & AREA HOUSING 
SOCIETY AGM: NEW DENVER & 
AREA HOUSING SOCIETY AGM: 
Tuesday, March 4, 7 pm, Fireweed Hub. 
Come find out about our future plans! We 

may have some exciting news!
THE SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS 
GUILD seeks donations of quality new 
fabric, yarn, notions and equipment for 
our annual Yard & Yardage fundraiser, 
Sunday, April 27. Please contact Sharon 
250-226-7703, Julie 778-463-1978 or Jane 
250-358-7143 to arrange pick-up.
CRESCENT VALLEY COMMUNITY 
HALL SOCIETY  Annual General 
Meeting: Monday, February 24, 2025, 7:00 
pm. Crescent Valley Community Hall. New 
members welcome.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BABY CHANGE TABLE/DRESSER 
– Nice dark wood piece of furniture, but 
one of three drawers is broken. Located in 
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make 
an offer. 250-358-7215.
FIFTH WHEEL FRAME – Located in 
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make 
an offer. 250-358-7215.

SINGLE BED FRAME, wooden. Free! 

HOME FOR SALE by owner. Two 
storeys, custom built with attached five-car 
garage on one acre in Nakusp, BC. The 
price is variable. For more information 
and/or arrange a viewing, call Ernie at 
250-265-8943.

ELITE CLEANERS: Start fresh in 2025. 
Call or Text 250-551-2838. Best Cleaners in 
the Kootenays!!! Visit www.elite-cleaners-
online.com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. Also 
looking for old metal signs. Cash buyer. 
Please call 250-299-9841.
MEN - HELP MAKE HISTORY by 
testing a male contraceptive! Must be ready 
to be a father. Contact Chris 250-777-2203.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking for 
witnesses who used to work for the Village 
of Silverton who will come testify in a multi-
million dollar lawsuit that will be launched 
by the Silverton Lakeshore Inn soon (now 
the Big Foot Inn). Please email if you 
want to come forward buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.
Business Classifieds start 

at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

Happy New Year!

Winter Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - 

Certified by the Province of BC 

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50 

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

NEW HOURS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE
Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

PHOTOGRAPHY
REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN
old photo retouching

VISIT  
abfoto.ca

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

Ambulance staffing round-up
by Jan McMurray

BC Emergency Health Services 
provided information on staffing levels 
at area ambulance stations.

Job postings for the unit chief 
positions in Nakusp and in Edgewood 
recently closed and applications are being 
evaluated. There are acting unit chiefs at 
both stations.

The Nakusp station is a 24/7 Alpha 
station, staffed 24/7 by paramedics 
working at the station. There are 10 
full-time paramedic positions in Nakusp, 

including the unit chief, and nine are 
currently filled.

The Edgewood station is an on-
call/kilo station, where a full-time unit 
chief provides support to on-call staff. 
Edgewood has eight paramedics working 
in on-call roles.

Winlaw, Kaslo and New Denver 
operate with a Mix Shift model. This 
means there are eight paramedics working 
at these stations in regular, part-time roles. 
The station is staffed 16 hours a day by 
paramedics working at the station and 

eight hours overnight by paramedics 
working on-call and carrying a pager. On 
March 8, when current hiring processes 
are completed, Kaslo and Winlaw will be 

fully staffed and New Denver will have 
two regular part-time positions open.

BC Emergency Health Services 
says they are always hiring and recruit 

for new positions until they are filled. 
Anyone interested in pursuing a career 
as a paramedic can learn more at https://
joinus.bcehs.ca/.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Nakusp Hot Springs trail will 
be getting some TLC after the Village 
received a $42,000 grant from the Pacific 
Economic Development Agency of 
Canada (PacifiCan). 

Village of Nakusp receives funding to refurbish hot springs trail
The $90,000 project will also make 

use of a $38,400 grant from Columbia 
Basin Trust, with the Village contributing 
the remaining $9,600. 

Work will include repairing erosion 
and improving conditions along the 
trail from the hot springs facility to 

the source. The Village will also build 
elevated pathways to protect the springs 
and its surrounding ecosystem, and 
install signs recounting its history and 
cultural significance.

The project is set to begin late 
spring.
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805 Kildare Street, New Den-

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 

and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office 

located in Winlaw. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

RECYCLING

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline: 

February 21, 
2025

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

by Jan McMurray
Interior Health has released three 

videos to assist in recruitment efforts at 
the Slocan Community Health Centre 
in New Denver, showcasing careers in 
physician, nursing, and care aide roles.

Producing the videos was suggested 
by New Denver Mayor Leonard Casley 
and Councillor Colin Moss when they 
met with IH representatives at the Union 
of BC Municipalities convention last fall.

“We appreciate the support of 
everyone involved in the development 
of the Slocan Community Health 

IH produces videos to support hiring in New Denver
Centre videos, including Mayor Casley, 
Councillor Moss, employees and 
medical staff,” said an IH spokesperson. 
“We regularly create videos to support 
recruitment efforts and welcome 
community collaboration, and we were 
able to schedule this work in the fall.”

The videos were released January 
21, and are embedded in the job postings 
at interiorhealth.ca/careers and used in a 
wide range of advertisements, IH says. 
They can be viewed online on YouTube.

Interior Health is currently recruiting 
across all its sites. At Slocan Community 

Health Centre, the IH spokesperson 
said there is a need for two RNs in the 
emergency department and one LPN in 

the long-term care wing. The good news 
is that there are now five physicians 
working at the centre.

Interior Health was a recipient of 
the 2025 Canada’s Top 100 Employers 
award.

submitted
This year’s BC Heritage Week 

theme is ‘Pastimes in Past Times.’ 
The Sandon Historical Society 
is hosting a Heritage Week event 
exploring the various Japanese 
hobbies – or Wa shumi – that 
were practiced during the Nikkei 
internment in Sandon, 1942-1944.

Heritage Week event explores Japanese hobbies in Sandon, 
The event will be held at 

Sandon’s K&S Station on BC Family 
Day, Monday, February 17, at 1 pm.

The internment in Sandon will be 
briefly discussed before turning to the 
Wa shumi that were practiced within 
the Japanese-Canadian community 
in Sandon and other area internment 
sites in the 1940s. While some 

hobbies may be familiar, such as 
haiku, origami and judo, other lesser 
known pastimes practiced in Sandon, 
such as shigin, go and kendo, will be 
introduced.

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e 
demonstrations and attendees can 
try their hand at several activities 
after the presentation.
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Open Letter to 
Kaslo Village 
Council and 
Kaslo Racquet 
Club
H a n s  B a e r,  K a s l o ,  B C  - 
kaslopickleball.@gmail.com

Dear Mayor and Village 
Council of Kaslo, BC, and Board 
Members of Kaslo Racquet Club:

I find it both disappointing and 
incomprehensible that the Council 
of the Village of Kaslo has granted 
the Kaslo Racquet Club (KRC), a 
small private club, an exclusive five-
year lease for the use and complete 
control of the community-owned 
courts for tennis and pickleball. This 
decision completely disregards the 
concerns outlined in my eight-page 
letter to the Council last November 
(ask for a copy: kaslopickleball@
gmail.com), in which I detailed why 
such an arrangement for a publicly 
owned recreational facility deprives 
tax-paying residents of Kaslo of free 
and unimpeded access to these courts.

Equally puzzling is why the Board 
of KRC would request and accept 
such an exclusive and inappropriate 
arrangement, apparently without even 
the express consent of its members. 
They now have total control over a 
publicly owned recreational facility, 
including the setting and collection 
of inappropriate user fees and the 
establishment of rules dictating how 
community residents and visitors 
can access a community-owned 
recreational facility.

When I co-founded pickleball in 
Kaslo in 2017, my goal was to make 

this rapidly growing sport accessible 
to all residents. I also supported 
the laudable efforts of the KRC 
Board and its volunteer members to 
secure funding for the renovation of 
the aging courts next to the arena. 
Thanks to a large grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust and member 
donations of time and money, the 
courts were renovated to professional 
standards—an investment totaling 
approximately a quarter of a million 
dollars.

Having played pickleball in 
various locations across British 
Columbia and beyond, I have never 
encountered public courts that 
were not freely accessible to both 
residents and visitors. Why is Kaslo 
the exception?

To better understand how 
p u b l i c l y  o w n e d  p i c k l e b a l l 
facilities are managed elsewhere, 
I conducted a survey of over 70 
pickleball clubs across BC (ask 
for copy: kaslopickleball@gmail.
com). I received 30 responses 
from clubs across all corners of 
our province, with only one club 
operating under a similarly restrictive 
arrangement as in Kaslo. In all 
other cases, municipalities ensured 
that community courts remained 
accessible to all, irrespective of any 
membership in a local club. While 
about half of the clubs surveyed are 
granted designated time slots for 
their members, the others operate 
strictly on a first-come/first-served 
basis for club members and residents 
or visitors. Additionally, most of the 
surveyed courts remain permanently 
unlocked, with just a few locking the 
courts overnight.

KRC has made little effort 

to expand its membership. My 
personal attempts to introduce special 
play days, inviting friends from 
neighboring clubs and visitors—
including friends I met playing 
pickleball in Vancouver or Mexico—
were met by the Board not with 
gratitude and encouragement but with 
the imposition of new restrictive rules 
never communicated to its members. 
Instead of fostering growth and 
inclusivity, these rules discouraged 
broader participation. 

When I raised these concerns 
in my letter to the Village Council, 
there was no meaningful discussion 
or consideration of the issues I 
outlined. At the November 12 
meeting of the Council (See video 
and transcript of Council meeting 
November 12 , 2024: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=AkIv55sa1w, 
time point 59.52), two primary 
concerns were cited as justification 
for extending KRC’s exclusive lease: 
lacking precedent and alienating 
volunteer involvement . However, 
these arguments do not hold up 
under scrutiny. The Village already 
manages or co-manages several other 
recreational facilities—such as the 
skate park and river trails—under 
an open-access model, without 
user access restrictions. Moreover, 
community volunteer efforts (most 
exceeding those made by KRC 
members in scope and man-hours) 
have been instrumental in developing 
numerous public amenities without 
resulting in exclusive control by a 
single group or club.

Notably, the Kaslo pickleball 
and tennis courts are significantly 
underutilized. Kaslo has only two 
to three active tennis players, and 

the pickleball courts are occupied 
only 20–25% of the time, with only 
about 5–15 players present during 
designated hours. The Columbia 
Basin Trust should question whether 
its funding was effectively allocated, 
considering that the intended 
community benefits are being 
undermined by both the community 
administration and a small club of 
approximately 40 members being 
granted this five-year restricted and 
exclusive user arrangement.

Other BC communities have 
thriving pickleball programs on 
community courts that welcome both 
residents and visitors. Many organize 
special events, social activities, and 
competitive tournaments while also 
engaging in youth development 
initiatives and offering free training 
to newcomers. These programs not 
only enrich the local sports culture 
but also enhance tourism appeal. 
Notably, pickleball is a sport that is 
not just for the young and physically 
able but especially for retirees and 
seniors who can no longer run after 
fast-moving tennis balls. My survey 
revealed that at some clubs, the oldest 
players are already in their 90s. In 
a village chosen by many retirees 
as a residence, one would think 
that the community administration 
would be especially eager to keep 
its recreational facilities open and 
accessible to all.

Kaslo residents involved in the 
tourism business—including hotel/
motel operators, campgrounds, 
B&Bs, and other visitor services—
should also take note of “pickleball 
tourism” as a growing phenomenon. 
Promoting the availability of Kaslo’s 
excellent professional court facilities 

as a welcoming and accessible asset 
could significantly boost tourism 
and benefit the local economy. One 
BC community, Christina Lake, 
capitalizes on this idea by calling 
itself the “Official Pickleball Capital 
of Canada,” with a welcoming 
and open free-access policy for its 
courts, where local club members, 
non-members, and tourists of all 
ages and skill levels mingle (google 
their amazing website!). Kaslo, 
similarly attractive to tourists, 
should not restrict access to its 
pickleball courts but instead reverse 
this counterproductive five-year 
lease arrangement with the small 
KRC. The KRC Board and members 
need to understand that their much-
appreciated volunteerism, which led 
to the renovation of their playing 
facilities, should be directed toward 
being an open and welcoming club 
that helps promote the concept of 
“Pickleball Destination Kaslo.”

The Village Council must 
reconsider its decision and adopt a 
more inclusive approach that ensures 
these public facilities serve the entire 
community, not just a select few. 
Any arrangement with a local club 
may include the privilege of setting 
some time slots for club use—but 
beyond that, club members should 
feel proud of directing their volunteer 
efforts not just toward developing 
their court facilities but now on 
focusing on membership growth, 
program development, and generally 
being welcoming to all members 
of the community. Ultimately, the 
residents of Kaslo are the rightful 
owners of these court facilities, and 
they deserve unrestricted access to 
their courts.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society 
(KDCFS)  i s  he lp ing  the 
community increase its wildfire 
resiliency through risk reduction 
projects.

With funding support from the 
Forest Enhancement Society of 
BC (FESBC), it completed a 10 
hectare project – eight hectares of 
KDCFS tenure, and two on Crown 
land – just north of the municipal 
boundary in the Wildland Urban 
Interface (WUI).

“Given the increasing number 
and severity of wildfires, this 
type of wildfire risk reduction 
work is becoming vital in and 
around communities in British 
Columbia,” said Jeff Reyden, 
Registered Professional Forester 
and manager of KDCFS.

The $96,900 project began 
in the spring of 2023 with pre-
treatment surveys, followed by 
a fuel management prescription 

Kaslo community forest completes “vital” wildfire risk reduction project 
(FMP) that summer. KDCFS 
hired John Cathro, resident 
of Kaslo and a forester with 
a background in wildfire risk 
reduction, to prepare the FMP – a 
planning document guiding the 
mitigation work.  

In the fall of 2023, KDCFS 
held community field tours of 
the area and corresponded with 
local trail groups. Feedback on the 
project was positive, said Reyden. 

Boots-on-the-ground work 
began that December. KDCFS 
worked with contractors to 
remove smaller trees suppressed 
by the upper canopy and ground 
debris, as per the FMP. Usable 
lumber was salvaged where 
possible.

“The th inning process 
removed hazardous forest fuels, 
which help better protect the 
community from wildfires,” said 
Craig Barschel, a local contractor 
who worked on the project. “By 
selectively removing trees, the 
project allowed remaining trees 

more access to sunlight and 
nutrients, promoting a healthier 
and more resilient forest.”

The result is almost park-
like. Already a popular area for 
recreation activities, groups like 
the Kaslo Mountain Bike Society 
and the Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails Society are considering 
building additional trails.  

The mature stand of Douglas 
fir, larch, and cedar was identified 
as a priority treatment area in the 
Village of Kaslo’s Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. It was 
also the last area in a swath of 
land extending up from the lake to 
the KDCFS’s highest road system 
– an area that KDCFS has been 
working in for six years. 

With the work completed, 
there is now an easily defensible 
zone in the Wildland Urban 
Interface – the place where 
human development meets the 
natural environment. Reyden said 
KDCFS has been liaising with 
BC Wildfire Service and other 

agencies in preparation for the 
upcoming wildfire season. 

“The last few years, there 
have been wildfires fairly close 
to home, with Keen Creek 
threatening the municipality in 
2022, and Argenta Creek wildfire 
last year,” said Reyden.

Projects like these are essential 
for increasing a community’s 
wildfire resiliency. Reyden said 
he feels optimistic.   

“The work that the community 
forest has been able to do in the 
Wildland Urban Interface is a 
really valuable contribution that’s 
outside of what the municipality 
can do – but still complementary,” 
said Jessie Lay, Village of Kaslo’s 
FireSmart Program Coordinator.

FireSmart programming is 
limited to wildfire mitigation 
on residential and municipally-
owned properties only; Crown 
land and forestry tenures aren’t 
included, said Lay. KDCFS’s 
work bridges the gap. 

“By implementing projects 

like this one, KDCFS is helping 
cont r ibu te  to  communi ty 
resilience in a time of more 
extreme wildfire threats and 
creating conditions that may 
enable ground crews to safely 
action wildfires in the future,” 
said FESBC in a press release on 
January 28.  

“A big thanks to [FESBC],” 
said Reyden. “Without the funds, 
projects like this would not be 
possible.” 

Reyden also expressed thanks 
to private landowners who 
allowed use of their driveways 
for access to the site. Funding for 
the project also helped support 
jobs for local contractors.

FESBC is a Crown corporation 
founded in 2016. Its Wildfire Risk 
Reduction program funds projects 
to reduce forest fuels in the WUI. 
KDCFS and FESBC have been 
working together since 2017, 
and FESBC has funded 31 other 
projects in the Selkirk and Rocky 
Mountain Resource Districts.
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Wishes the best for our regional community in 2025!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! HUGE thanks to our readers, 

advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2025:

• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of delivering the 
Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $50.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.

• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.

Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional community newspaper 
in the West Kootenay!

website: www.valleyvoice.ca • email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
Tel:   Toll-free 1-833-501-1700 • Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

submitted
The 19th annual North Valley 

Mountain Film Festival is quickly 
approaching and will be held on 
Saturday March 1 at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall. 

This year’s festival lineup is one 
of the most diverse in the history of 
this much-anticipated community 
event. 

Highlights from the 1998 
Waterwalk Documentary by 
Eloise Charet and Stephen Lones 
follows Eloise’s journey as she 
walked from Vancouver Island 
to Ottawa to raise awareness of 
the importance of safe and clean 
drinking water. Since contamination 
of drinking water remains a problem 
in Canada, especially in Indigenous 
communities, this issue continues 
to require public attention and 
urgent action. This short film shares 

just one of the many incredible 
achievements of Eloise over her 
lifetime.

Waterwalk is complemented 
by Take it to the Water, a short 
documentary produced and directed 
by the Autonomous Sinixt. This 
film builds on the theme of the 
importance of safe and clean water 
in our local communities and the 
world. Through rich sounds and 
beautiful images of the mountain 
watescapes of the Sinixt homeland 
in BC, this film invites us to deepen 
our relationship to water. Sinixt 
matriarch Marilyn James shares this 
Indigenous practice and a group of 
children reflect on their experience 
of ‘Taking it to the Water.

The Chapters of our Lives is a 
live presentation from Revelstoke 
adventurer and environmentalist 
Greg Hill. In the writing of his 

North Valley Mountain Film Festival set for March 1
memoir, Hill was struck by two 
themes that accompanied him from 
chapter to chapter – the why’s of risk 
taking and the challenges that come 
with raising a family while living on 
the edge. With his talk Hill, pinpoints 
and reflects on key learnings that he 
has been confronted with along the 
way. From world records, to massive 
vertical days, to almost dying in 
an avalanche in Pakistan, all of his 
experiences have been laden with 
lessons.

Enjoy these shows and more, 
starting at 7 pm on March 1. 
Doors open at 6:30. A concession 
with sweets, popcorn, pizza and 
beverages will be run by the Lucerne 
School Outdoor Ed Council.

Tickets are available at Raven’s 
Nest in New Denver and Silverton 
Building Supplies (adults $10 and 
youth/student $5). Kids 10 and under 

are free, but still need a ticket. Get 
your tickets early as this event sells 
out every year.

Organizers thank the Columbia 
Basin Trust for their continued support 
and Valhalla Mountain Touring, Ice 
Creek Lodge, Alpine Connection 

and Highland Creek Contracting 
for sponsoring the People’s Choice 
Award this year.

For more information about 
this year’s film festival, visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or email 
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com.

by Jan McMurray
Baseball season is just around the 

corner, and Kaslo’s Murray Pearson 
Memorial Baseball Field is ready.

A fence has been installed in 
the outfield, creating a space in the 
back corner for a digital scoreboard 
and a batting cage. Also, the two 
old dugouts have been removed and 
replaced with two beautiful new 
timber frame ones.

Matthew Brown, founder of 
Kaslo Youth Baseball and board 
director of the Kaslo Baseball and 
Softball Association (KBSA), says 
the improvements will be much 
appreciated. 

“We’re pretty proud of what’s 
been able to be done,” he said. “The 
centre field is now 300 feet when 
it used to be well over 400 feet, so 
people may see more home runs. 
It should be an exciting space to 
watch.”

With the scoreboard, people will 

Kaslo ball field upgrades herald great baseball season
now be able to follow the game much 
more easily, and the batting cage 
frees up the field for other types of 
drills and increases capacity, Brown 
said.

“We’re super appreciative of 
the grants from the RDCK and the 
Village of Kaslo for that project,” 
he said. 

The RDCK provided $20,000, 
and the Village provided $12,000 
plus in-kind labour worth $7,500. 
The project went over budget by 
about $1,000, so KBSA made that 
up, Brown said.

KBSA took on the dugouts 
project without any grant funding 
– but with a lot of volunteer and in-
kind help. Tree to Trusses, owned by 
ball players Ben and Lisa Smith, built 
the timber frame structures. “They 
donated a lot of materials,” Brown 
said. “Ben milled them and helped 
to put them up with a dedicated 
group of volunteers – Josh Noble, 

Nate Thomson, Ben McGeorge, 
Chris Botswick, Connor Robertson, 
Lorne Anderson, Mark Dabrowski. 
A lot of time and knowledge has 
been donated to make this project 
feasible.”

The dugouts project has cost 
quite a bit more than expected, 
so KBSA is planning a fundraiser 
– to sell plaques to businesses. 
Brown says the dugouts present an 
opportunity for businesses to be 
recognized.

KBSA has invested about 
$100,000 in the field over the past 
six years with the help of grants 
from the RDCK, the Village, and 
Columbia Basin Trust. 

Kaslo’s Murray Pearson Memorial Baseball Field is ready – the two old dugouts have been 
removed and replaced with two beautiful new timber frame ones.
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Considering 
Community 
Service? 
Consider 
Nakusp 
Rotary

Contact Sara Collinson for 
details: saracoll@telus.net

COMMUNITY

by Moe Lyons
On the afternoon of January 26, 

all 426 seats in the Capitol Theatre in 
Nelson were filled with an enthusiastic 
crowd there to listen to and applaud a 
local star. Unlike with most such events, 
this time the celebrity was a scientist, 
Suzanne Simard. She was there to 
talk about her Mother Tree Project, a 
groundbreaking study that has changed 
the way many of those who work in the 
woods now understand the forest.

The evening was a fundraiser 
for the West Kootenay Watershed 
Collaborative (WKWC), an organization 
dedicated to the health of the watersheds 
feeding into Kootenay Lake. Jacqueline 
Stoeckler-Sihvonen, PhD, chair of the 
organization, states, “Our initial study is 
focused on Redfish and Laird Creek due 
to the volumes of historical data already 
available. Our intention is to work 
from these initial results to consider a 
wider reorientation of management and 
watershed resilience along the length of 
Kootenay Lake.”

Simard is a Canadian forestry 
scientist and conservationist who is 
best known for her research on forest 
ecology and plant intelligence. She 
is a Professor in the Department of 
Forest and Conservation Sciences at 

Suzanne Simard sells out the house in Nelson
the University of British Columbia 
and lives in the Nelson area. She came 
into the public consciousness with 
the publication of her book Finding 
the Mother Tree: Uncovering the 
Wisdom and Intelligence of the Forest, 
which appeared in May of 2021 and 
rapidly became a bestseller. In it, she 
describes her process as she explored 
the underground connections among 
trees. The book is an unusual scientific 
treatise; however, as it is also somewhat 
of a memoir, a very personal journey 
as she describes her journey through 
cancer and difficult family relations. So 
personal, in fact, that it has been picked 
up for a movie treatment. Amy Adams 
and Jake Gyllenhaal have bought the 
adaptation rights, and Adams will star 
in the lead role.

Simard’s description of how trees 
communicate and support one another 
through a complex underground 
network of mycelium (mushrooms) 
was initially greeted with skepticism 
by many in the scientific community. 
It wasn’t long, however, before her 
findings were corroborated and her 
research acknowledged as invaluable in 
the understanding of how forests work.

These days, Simard’s work is part 
of the knowledge base used in the West 

Kootenay. Currently, the WKWC is 
working with well-known hydrologist 
Younes Alila. One of his PhD students 
in UBC’s Forest Hydrology Lab, 
Spencer Pearson-Atkins, followed 
Simard on stage to discuss how trees are 
a critical factor in the life of a healthy 
watershed. He explained how he uses 
his statistical and simulation modelling 
skills to identify how a variety of 
logging methods will impact flooding. 
Hotter air due to climate change, 
causing the land to dry out, and fewer 
trees to hold moisture due to current 
logging methods create a situation 
where fires are just waiting to happen.

Wetter forests store more carbon, 
also helping climate balance. Some of 
the world’s most carbon-rich forests 
are in BC. Much of the forested area in 
the province is as rich as the Amazon 
rainforests.

Simard said she was very proud of 
the fact that most of the people working 
on this research project are from the 
Kootenays. “We’re doing research in 
our backyard!” she says. The work done 
in the Kootenays will then connect to 
the rest of the province.

“Mycelium has a great gathering 
power in the soil,” says Simard. It is 
part of a symbiotic relationship, holding 

the soil, feeding animals and keeping 
trees healthy. “Decades of research,” 
she states, “have transformed how we 
view the forest. All trees are connected.”

The “Mother Trees” are large trees 
that contribute hugely to the forest 
around them. They have a regenerative 
capacity. When their role was first 
discovered, it was thought trees only 
supported their own species, and 
indeed the mother trees do favour 
their offspring. However, cedar trees, 
for example, connect with maples and 
yews. Carbon moves from tree to tree. 
“These are highly intelligent systems,” 
says Simard. “These trees are highly 
sensitive to their neighbours.”

“Leave the big trees!” she says. 
Canopies protect wildlife (90% of 
bears den in old trees), they also 
protect lichens and mosses, and they 
provide seed and cover for regeneration. 
More overstory trees are needed for 
regeneration and biodiversity as aridity 
increases.

Deciduous trees are currently 
seriously undervalued as fire protection. 
When thinning and prescribed burning 
takes place, it is important to encourage 
broadleaf trees in the young forests. 
Deciduous trees are full of water.

Simard wound up by saying, “The 

forests need us and we need them.” 
She has four key takeaway points. 

First: We have everything we need 
here on earth to solve climate change. 
Second: There are people all over the 
world doing this work. Third: This is 
going to be hard. By getting together 
however, we will solve this problem. 
Fourth: We are the people of the North. 
We know the forest is not just a thing to 
use – it’s our lives, it’s our spirit.

We need transformative change, 
she declares, and we have to demand 
it. It is up to us to push the government 
to change.


