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Cull date nears for Edgewood ostrich farm

by Jan McMurray

Universal Ostrich Farms owners
and supporters are doing everything
they can to prevent the cull of all
400+ ostriches on the Edgewood
farm.

The cull was ordered by the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA), with a deadline of February
1, due to the positive testing of
two of the birds for avian flu on
December 30.

“This is a potentially
catastrophic tragedy for my family,
and a huge potential loss of valuable
science that could help mitigate the
migratory flight risk and spread of
avian flu,” says Alyson Turnbull,
niece of farm co-owner Karen
Espersen, on the farm’s GoFundMe
page.

The farm has hired a lawyer,
and had raised more than $15,000
for legal fees as of press time,
January 27, through the GoFundMe
campaign. This week, the lawyer
plans to try to reach an agreement
with CFIA that would allow the
farm to keep up the quarantine and
have the birds tested, reports Katie
Pasitney, eldest daughter of the farm
co-owner, Karen Espersen. The
lawyer also has plans to get in front
of a federal judge for an injunction.

Pasitney says they are very
confident the ostriches have achieved
herd immunity. The farm has been
on quarantine since December 31
and there have been no deaths since
mid-January, she said.

“Killing them all now doesn’t
make sense,” Pasitney said. “This
is a perfect opportunity for CFIA to
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test the healthy animals, but they’ve
told us we are not allowed to treat or
test the quarantined animals, and we
are subject to a $200,000 fine and six
months in jail if we do! Why are they
not working with us? Why can’t we
run more tests?”

The story has received huge
media attention, and a group of
about 20 people from Cherryville,
Lumby, Vernon, Kelowna, Lake
Country and Salmon Arm showed
up and stood on the road outside
the farm with signs of support on
January 22 and January 24.

Supporters came to the farm on
those days because representatives
from the CFIA were scheduled
to arrive to check that the farm
is following strict quarantine
protocols. CFIA reps did not show
on January 22, but contacted
the farm one hour before their
scheduled arrival time to say they
couldn’t come “due to unforeseen
circumstances,” according to Katie
Pasitney, the eldest daughter of the
farm’s co-owner, Karen Espersen.
Then late Thursday night, the farm
received word that the CFIA reps
would be there at 9:30 am the next
day, Friday, January 24 — with
police, for their safety, because it
had come to their attention that there
may be demonstrators.

Suited up in hazmat suits, the
CFIA reps inspected the farm on
Friday while supporters peacefully
demonstrated on the road.

Pasitney said CFIA reps did not
show much compassion while at the
farm, and “as soon as the people got
back to their office, they emailed us

to inform us they were expanding
the quarantine area towards the
back of the farm. We can see that
what they are doing is adding a
burial area. They are expanding the
quarantine area towards the back for
aburial area,” Pasitney said, choked
up with tears.

Over the last few years,
Universal Ostrich Farms has been
focusing on antibody research and
development with Dr. Yasuhiro
Tsukamoto at a university in Kyoto,
Japan, and Dr. Stu Greenburg out of
Boston. Ostriches are hardy animals
with strong immune systems, and
high-quality antibodies can be
extracted from their eggs.

“These birds live until they are
75 — most of them on our farm have

30 more years to live,” said Pasitney.
“They are doing good for the world.
They have antibodies that could
provide solutions to viruses like
COVID-19. Whatever happens on
our farm, the world is watching.”
The CFIA, in response to
correspondence from a concerned
local resident, said: “The goal
of Canada’s response to highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)
is to eliminate and prevent the
spread of the virus by humanely
depopulating susceptible domestic
birds on infected premises and
implementing movement control
measures. This helps prevent further
animal suffering and limits possible
risks to producer livelihoods...
When HPAI is confirmed, all

birds on the farm are humanely
depopulated and disposed of. The
Health of Animals Act authorizes
the CFIA to order the disposal of
animals and/or things that are, or
are suspected of being, affected or
contaminated by HPAI.”

Pasitney says her family thanks
everyone for their support, and
welcomes people to come and see
the ostriches from the road — just be
sure to respect the quarantine line,
which is the fence line — or come to
their house to say hello.

People can show their support
for the farm by visiting, bringing
the family meals, donating to the
GoFundMe campaign, and writing
letters to MP Mel Arnold at mel.
arnold@parl.gc.ca.

This group of supporters showed up at Universal Ostrich Farms in Edgewood to show support on January 22 and 24.

REGULAR $1599
NOW $1399

RUGGED TROY-BILT 208CC 24”
SNOWBLOWER BLOWOUT

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES M

YOUR SLOCAN VALLEY BUILDING CENTER e QUALITY FIRST, FRIENDLY SERVICE ALWAYS

TIMBER

MART

10% OFF ALL SEEDS
& SEED-STARTING PRODUCTS
UNTIL FEB 28™

STARTER SOILS, GREENHOUSES & GROW LIGHTS

49 <
Zo o

W
v
Q\Q’ \«‘3:\ &

*




2 I
Call for grant applications to the Slocan

NEWS

submitted

It’s that time of year again — granting
season at the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund!

The 2025 application form,
guidelines, criteria, and contact
information are now available at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Applications
must be submitted online, and the
deadline to apply is March 18.

The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
provides grants for qualified Slocan
Valley projects that are creative, value the
diversity of our valley, translate problems
into solutions, enrich interconnectedness,
and protect our natural environment. Last
year, nine different groups were funded,
and this year, the society is eager to
continue making a meaningful impact in
the community. The maximum amount
per grant this year is $2,500.

The list of all previous grant
recipients (2013-2024) is posted at
slocanvalleylegacy.com.

The society is also thrilled to share

PAINTED TURTLES
IN WINTER

Painted turtles survive winter under
ice-crusted water, sometimes buried 45 cm
into the mud. The body temperature of these
ectotherms (cold-blooded animals) changes
to match ambient temperature, settling in
to about 4°C in winter. They absorb some
oxygen through their skin, and can even
survive awhile with no oxygen by reducing
their metabolic rate 95-99%.

Valley Legacy Fund

that its 2024 Giving Tuesday campaign
in December 2024 was a success, raising
over $18,000! Thanks to the incredible
generosity of donors, the Legacy Fund
continues to grow, empowering the
society to support vital projects across
the Slocan Valley.

This year, the society is especially
grateful to the StellerVista Credit Union
for their generous donation of $6,000
towards the Giving Tuesday campaign.
This really helped move the needle closer
to the society’s 2025 goal of reaching
$500,000 in the endowment fund.

“The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
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is an outstanding initiative, providing
essential and sustainable support to
local organizations that strengthen our
community,” said Jeff Fero, Director,
Marketing and Community Engagement
for StellerVista.

Your support is always appreciated,
and you don’t have to wait until next
year’s Giving Tuesday campaign to
donate to make a difference! Donations
are welcome year-round — simply visit
the website and click on the DONATE
button.

Thank you for helping build a vibrant,
resilient Slocan Valley community.

Randy from Creston returns to Silverton

submitted

The Slocan Lake Arts Council
is proud to present Lucas Myers in
‘Redneck Wisdomz’ at the Silverton
Gallery, where he has been warmly
welcomed over the past 20 years.

When Lucas Myers created his
first one-person show DRESS almost
25 years ago, there was one character
who made a cameo appearance. This
character has stayed with Myers.

“Near the end of the show
DRESS,” Myers explains, “the
protagonist takes a trip back home,
to the interior of the province to try
and figure out his life and is visited by
an old friend, Randy, who shows up
in acid-washed cutoffs, a sleeveless
Canucks tee and a mullet, whose
advice consists of a hockey analogy
and a country song called ‘Back in
the Saddle.” He provides the character
with the motivation to overcome his
challenges and I have always loved
his unsentimental empathy.”

Since then, Randy, who is actually
from Erickson, but, as he says, “Who

the heck knows where Erickson is,”
has made multiple appearances at
local events in the Kootenays, with
various hilarious life lessons through
the lens of his unique perspective.

Now Myers has created an entire
show featuring this lovable rural
opinionator, where Randy will be
addressing the divisiveness of our
current social situation and sharing
his own very version of ‘radical
redneck wellfullness,” a process
which will include many tangents, a
few tunes, and a guest star. Oh and
laughs. Lots of laughs. Buckle up,
buttercup!

The show takes place Saturday,
February 22 at 7 pm at the Silverton
Gallery. Doors open at 6:30. Tickets
are $20 at the door. For folks who
prefer to secure a spot ahead of time,
your email transfer of $20/ticket to
admin@slocanlakeartscouncil .ca will
secure your spot.

Thanks to the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance and the Columbia
Basin Trust for their support.
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RDCK urges Province to categorize inland ferries essential services

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

After months of ferry strike
action on Kootenay Lake, the
Regional District of Central
Kootenay is advocating for the
Province to deem inland ferries
an essential service for BC
residents.

During its January 16
meeting, the board supported
electoral Area E Director Cheryl
Graham’s motion to send a
letter to Premier David Eby and
Minister of Transportation and
Transit Mike Farnworth. The
RDCK will also forward the
letter to the union (BCGEU) and
the employer (Western Pacific
Marine).

Graham’s constituents in
Harrop and Procter — along
with Area I Director Andy
Davidoff’s in Glade — were
recently threatened by job action
that would reduce ferry services
to their water-access-only
communities.

The Labour Relations Board
(LRB) ruled on January 6 that
the union could reduce Harrop-
Procter and Glade sailings,
although that ruling has been
stayed and there has been no
reduction of service yet. Harrop-
Procter and Glade have 24/7
on-demand service.

“I don’t know if this ruling
was made by someone who has
never been to the area,” said

Graham, “but to rule that eight
runs [a day] would be sufficient to
meet the basic needs of the people
in Harrop-Procter is woefully
inadequate.”

Graham has heard from
residents that if sailings are
reduced, they will resort to canoes
and rowboats to cross the bitter-
cold waters of Kootenay Lake.

The union feels that the stay
removes its ability to pressure
the employer by imposing some
level of inconvenience on the
public. But on January 23, the
LRB ruled against the union’s
request to lift it.

“We are not in a position to
draw the line between what is a
mere ‘inconvenience’ to members

BCGEU held a rally on January 22 at the Balfour ferry landing in support of striking Kootenay Lake ferry workers.
Residents affected by the strike, however, are fed up.

Residents want an end to
Kootenay Lake ferry strike

by Jan McMurray
The Glade and Harrop-
Procter cable ferry sailings
haven’t been reduced — yet — in
the strike action by union workers
at Western Pacific Marine. Osprey
sailings between Balfour and the
East Shore continue to be down to
three round-trip sailings Monday
to Friday and two round-trip
sailings on Saturday and Sunday.
The Labour Relations Board
(LRB) has tentatively scheduled
hearings February 12,13 and 14.
Residents are hoping the LRB
will reverse its December 27
decision to allow reduced sailings
on the cable ferries, laying that
issue to rest and putting their
minds at ease. They are also
hoping the LRB sticks with its
decision to allow non-essential
travellers on the Osprey. Both
these issues are before the LRB
at the upcoming hearings.
Cable ferry issues
Reduced sailings at Glade
and Harrop-Procter were granted
by the Labour Relations Board on

December 27, but after an outcry
from residents, the board stayed
its decision. The union responded
by asking the LRB to lift the stay.
That request was denied by the
LRB on January 23.

In its written decision, the
LRB says it is “not in a position
to establish whether the schedule
the Union proposes [for reduced
sailings for the cable ferries] is
sufficient to prevent an immediate
and serious threat to the welfare
of the residents of British
Columbia or would amount to
mere inconvenience. Therefore,
the Union’s application for an
interim order is dismissed.”

The LRB is bound by
the Labour Relations Code
to impose service levels that
“will prevent an immediate and
serious threat to the health, safety,
and welfare of the residents of
British Columbia.” In its January
23 decision, the LRB says it
is not convinced the concept
of “welfare” was adequately

continued on page 22

of the public and what amounts
to a threat to their welfare,” reads
the LRB’s decision.

Meanwhile, residents in Area
A are still being inconvenienced
since ferry workers on the Osprey
sailing between Balfour and
Kootenay Bay began strike action
on November 3. Monday to
Friday is limited to three sailings
daily,and weekends see only two
sailings each day.

While Harrop, Procter, and
Glade can only be accessed
by boat, residents in Kootenay
Bay and Crawford Bay can
technically still get to the west
side of Kootenay Lake via
Hwy 3 over the Kootenay Pass.
However, instead of a 40-minute
ferry ride, it’s an almost three-
hour detour.

Kootenay-Columbia MP
Rob Morrison is also taking a
stand. On January 23, he met
with Minister of Labour Jennifer
Whiteside to discuss the ongoing
service disruption.

“Our communities depend
on these ferry services, and this
prolonged disruption is causing
significant hardship for families
and businesses alike,” he said
in a media release on January
24. “T've heard directly from
constituents who are struggling
to access essential services, and
from business owners watching
their operations suffer.”

The RDCK board also
supported a motion from Area
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I Director Davidoff to urge the
LRB to recognize, in the BC
Labour Relations Code essential
service provisions, the toll these
kinds of disputes take on the
mental health and welfare of BC
residents.

“If you were in the
community hall in Glade on New
Year’s Eve like I was. .. the fear,
anxiety, and pain in that room,
about being used and trapped and
having sailing reductions. ... that’s
not something that I would ever

want to go through again,” he told
the board. “T’ve only felt thatkind
of pain at a funeral.”

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0OG 1S0




Flag musings
One of the proposals for our new
flagin 1967 was “nine beavers peeing
on a frog.” If the USA becomes our
next province, as it should, we could
change the flag again. How about
nine beavers and a frog and three
very large territories peeing on a
Trumpeteer? An egregious waste of

water? Yeah. So maybe not.

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Idaho Peak FSR

I hope people will respond to
the call for comments on Idaho Peak
FSR. The info is in the January 16
and January 30 issues of the Valley
Voice.

It is so lacking in important
info. Who asked for an alternative
road? The landowners they refer to
have never had a problem (as far as
I know) with the road being there.

Where are the cost estimates? |
don’t think property prices in Sandon
are too high. All that new road, with
gully crossings, switchbacks and a
new bridge won’t come cheap!

Where is the transparency? You
should have a public meeting so
people can then base their comments
on all the relevant information.

Why did it take five years to start
this process? To me, it seems a case
of WE DON’T CARE!

Please people of this area and
anyone who has a love of Idaho Peak,
ask questions. Don’'t just pick a route,
and don’t let it get closed!

Don Broughton
Silverton

Eloise Charet

Today, our community came

together to put Eloise Charet to
rest in the Green Burial Ground
of New Denver. Over 200 people
stood in the cold, sang, drummed
and celebrated her by telling stories
about this remarkable woman, how
she saved one who was deathly ill,
how she mothered more than one
motherless child, how she lived her
life for others and bravely honoured
her commitments for a better world.
I have been thinking all day
about how our society has got its
values wrong. We seem to honour
those ‘successful’ people who have
money, power or fame. But a truly
successful life is one of compassion
and courage. The fact that so many
people showed up today to stand in
the brutal cold and celebrate Eloise
is proof of that.
Rest in peace, Eloise.
Helen Davis
New Denver

Keep it wild

I would like to offer my voice in
support of Kaslo citizens who would
like to see South Beach kept as a park
instead of an RV site. Mandy Bath
said it all in her letter as far as I am
concerned.

I first moved to Kaslo in 1981
because it was such a quaint,
undeveloped, beautiful place. I
was born in Germany, had travelled
Europe, lived in BC, Manitoba,
Ontario, Nassau, Bahamas as well as
five years in NZ. I knew what [ was
looking for and unspoiled beauty was
what I found in Kaslo.

The beach is a precious gem and
needs to be there for the wildlife
and future generations, possibly
enhanced but definitely unexploited,
please.
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OPINION

Wilderness is vanishing
everywhere. From my experience
living off-grid up Glacier Creek
over 25 years and wandering the
Duncan Reservoir area with our ever-
increasing herd of mustang horses,
I saw much of it eroded firsthand.
Once it is gone, it’s gone.

South Beach can still be saved
and given park status and that’s what
needs to happen. Find someplace else
for the trailer park, please.

Gabriela Grabowsky
Midway

Lame duck
Justin

I just listened to our lame duck
prime minister on the CBC talking
tough to Donald, and the Canadian
public, about all the important things
that Canada provides to the USA.
According to Justin, we are dealing
with a “skilled negotiator,” but I
think most, if not all, Canadians
know the difference between “skilled
negotiating” and bullying. Calling
him a skilled negotiator is just
sucking up. Justin talks tough on
trade and tariffs, but in the end, he
begs to carry on... as partners. The
worst thing to do with a bully is to
kowtow. Kowtowing to him only
encourages him. Uncle Sam, with
Donald Trump at the helm, is not and
never will be Canada’s best friend.
Canadians lived without reciprocity
for 100 years. It’s time to opt out of
free trade with the States, and return
to being a sovereign nation.

I find it embarrassing to hear our
prime minister acting like a confused
dog, growling on one end, and
wagging his tail on the other. That’s
just the kind of dog that Donald
Trump likes.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Ferry strike:
How much
longer?

I'msureithasn’tescaped anyone’s
notice that if a transportation route
was closed somewhere in the Lower
Mainland and there was only one
detour available, one that involved

several hours of extra driving over
a snow-covered mountain pass that
was often closed for several hours at
a time for avalanche control, more
urgency would be focused on fixing
the original problem.
Dave MCormick
Kaslo

Save our old

growth forests
pen letter to Premier
Eby, Minister of
Environment and Parks
Tamara Davidson,
Minister of Water,
Land & Resource
Stewardship Randene
Neill

OId growth in inland temperate
rainforests needs to be protected.
These forests are very important
for biodiversity and carbon
sequestration. All logging should
cease immediately. All areas where
old growth still exists should be
protected.

One sound method is to create
parks, that are hopefully connected
so that wildlife is free to move over
large areas. This is necessary to
reduce inbreeding and the demise
of larger species (i.e. grizzlies,
mountain caribou, etc.). Creation of
parks in these areas would also assure
habitat for all species of wildlife that
traditionally live in these areas.

I understand that there are three
park proposals that would protect
these old-growth forests: The
Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness, The
Selkirk Mountains Ancient Forest
and The Quesnel Lake Wilderness.
I strongly support these proposals.

As an outdoors person, I enjoy
observing wildlife in its natural
habitat when I'm hiking or canoeing
wilderness rivers. I experience
personal renewal when spending
time in ancient forests. As a
biological scientist, I am well aware
of the importance of biodiversity in
all species of both flora and fauna.

So please do the right thing for all
of mother earth: protect all remaining
old growth in our inland temperate
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rainforests.
Shirl M. Bayer
Passmore

Open letter to
MP Mel Arnold

I was deeply distressed to learn
from Global News that 400 healthy
ostriches on a farm in Edgewood,
BC, are set to be destroyed due to
a bird flu outbreak. As our Member
of Parliament, please consider the
significance of this farm and these
ostriches for our community and
society.

This farm and its birds are crucial
for scientific research on H5N1 flu
and its impact on human health.
Research indicates that some younger
birds with underdeveloped immune
systems may get sick, leading to a
10% loss, while adult ostriches with
fully developed immune systems
remain healthy.

Unlike flying birds, ostriches do
not spread this disease as quickly.
However, we also know that a
significant population of migratory
ducks carrying the virus are travelling
through this area before heading to
Mexico.

Moreover, these ostriches
are in a program with the Kyoto
Prefectural University, which has
already contributed to the extraction
of high-quality antibodies to
develop a vaccine to prevent this
disease outbreak. The value of
these birds goes beyond monetary
considerations; we should appreciate
and protect them, allowing them to
live rather than culling them in a
disgraceful manner.

Mr. Arnold, as a society, we wish
to be involved in finding solutions.
We want a say in decisions that
impact our community, leaving a
positive legacy for future generations.

Please help us save these
birds. The ostriches have endured
significant suffering due to a
wildfire linked to human-caused
climate change, and their survival
serves a vital purpose. They help us
understand and create solutions to
prepare for the next human-caused
pandemic.

Thank you for your attention to
this urgent matter.

If any readers of the Valley Voice
wish to contact our federal MP about
this matter, please email him at: mel.
arnold@parl.gc.ca

Gabi Mayer
Burton

From the
horse’s mouth

Trump complains the US has to

spend $200 million a year to defend
continued on page
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Canada. He said he plans to weaken
Canada economically and then take
it over. This should be viewed the
same as a threat of war. Why wage a
war when the same objective can be
achieved without one?

In his inaugural address,
he makes a big point of taking
the Panama Canal back. 34,000
American lives lost building it.
China is operating there and we are
taking it back. China and Russia are
also operating or want to operate in
Canada’s Artic. In his address, he
states we will expand our territory.

He goes on. A short time from
now we are going to change the name
of the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of
America. Hmmm...

In her substack, Leslyn Lewis
writes about the historic context
behind the threat to Canadian
sovereignty. Elon Musk’s maternal
grandfather, Joshua Haldeman, was
instrumental in the technocracy
movement. Its end goal was to ensure
security by enacting continental
integration, mobilization. and
complete conscription of men,
materials and wealth by the US
government. There then would be
a technocracy established in the
Western hemisphere on the belief in
the supremacy of science, technology
and resources. All the territory from
Greenland to the Guianas, from
Galapagos to Alaska, would be
included in one consolidated unit,
and taken into equal partnership with
the US in ‘The American Technate.’
We already have significant aspects
of our economy and supply chains
integrated with the US economy.
We also have NORAD, a continental
joint military command.

Leslyn Lewis ran for the
leadership of the Progressive
Conservative Party. She wanted to
take Canada out of the WHO and is
one of Pierre Poilievre’s favourite
MPs.

Is that what Trump means when
he talks about ‘The Golden Age
of America’? Ending his address,
Trump states, “There is no dream
we cannot achieve” and referring to
his comeback, he says, “In America
the impossible is what we do best.”

How many other conspiracies
are there to take away our freedom?

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Axe the Tax credits
and subsidies to oil
and gas companies

At $17.30 an hour, someone on
federal minimum wage, working
37.5 hours a week, earns $648.75.

Someone on BC minimum wage,
at $17.40 an hour, earns $652.50
Median income per week, according
to The Narwhal, is $1,063.46, the
point at which half of Canadians earn
more or less than that. In contrast,
our Conservative MP Rob Morrison,
according to CBC, receives $3,846
a week from taxpayers, noting he
received a 4.4% salary increase
last April. My partner Gail and
I will receive no increase in our
Old Age Security or Guaranteed
Income Supplement in January 2025.
Meanwhile, Conservative Opposition
Leader Pierre Poilievre receives
$5,767 a week from taxpayers before
expenses, and Liberal Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau $8,111.

In 2023, seven Canadian oil and
gas company executive directors,
in the Pathways Alliance group,
remembering that in 2022 all
Canadian oil and gas companies
collectively received $4.4 billion in
tax credits and subsidies from the
federal government, had weekly
incomes of: Richard Kruger, Suncor:
$710,514; Ryan Lance, Conoco
Philips Canada: $399,436; Brad
Carson, Imperial Oil Ltd: $285,221;
Norman Murray, Canadian
Natural Resources Ltd: $250,126;
Jon Mckenzie, Cenovus Energy:
$166,751; and Derek Evans, MEG
Energy: $102,975.

And what is the economic
impact of Pierre Polievre’s and
Rob Morrison’s “Axe The Tax”
campaign? BC residents all pay
$17.61 cents per litre in carbon tax.
Gail and I currently receive $27.61
a week in GST/PST/carbon tax
rebates. To become net payers of
the carbon tax, we would have to
purchase approximately 158 litres
of gasoline a week. Poilievre and
Morrison have so far refused to
tell us by how much our tax rebate
is going to be cut when they “Axe
The Tax.” Consequently, we believe
that this policy will mostly benefit
Canadians with higher incomes who
do not get the GST/PST/carbon tax
rebate.

Also, if you divide the $4.4
billion in tax subsidies and credits
to the oil and gas companies by
the 2024 Canadian population, you
discover that every man, women
and child in Canada is paying $2.04
a week towards Suncor’s Richard
Kruger’s $710,514 weekly salary.
We therefore think that the larger
political issue for low-income
Canadians, who are struggling to
find an affordable place to live, pay
for water, electricity, food, clothes,
medicine, etc. is: Why are some of
the wealthiest income earners and
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companies they are working for

being given the largest tax credits
and subsidies?

Andy Shadrack

Kaslo

Trump shows
what he truly

thinks of the
American people

Trump and the Republicans have
demonstrated how they really feel
about the American people by their
response to California while it’s being
devasted by uncontrollable wildfires.
Trump, like usual, is spending
his time calling the Democratic
Governor of California names and
blaming him for the wildfires. Other
Republicans are saying California
doesn’t deserve any help because
they are Democrats. Those people,
Democrats or not, are their fellow
Americans and for Republicans to say
they don’t deserve any help shows a
real lack of caring for humanity
and their fellow Americans. Trump
treated the Democratic states the
same way during COVID. Some
people keep telling me how Trump
loves the American people. If that
were true, would he and fellow
Republicans be saying California
doesn’t deserve any help just because
they are Democrats?

If Trump is successful in taking
over Canada, how do you think he
will treat us? He will treat us like a
second-class country while taking
all the resources and funnelling
everything to America and to his rich
friends. We will lose our healthcare
system and lose the pension plans
that we have in place. There will
be American people running our
country because once we become
part of America, should it ever
happen, he isn’t going to allow us to
vote for Canadian people to run our
provinces.

Trump wants to be a dictator
and he’s surrounding himself with
people who aren’t qualified to be in
those top positions and a lot of them
aren’t even good people morally or
otherwise. The only qualifications
they have is that they will be loyal
to Trump and do what he wants no
matter what. The Supreme Court
of America is corrupt, with mostly
Republican judges, and they have
given Trump the go-ahead to do
whatever he wants and won’t hold
him responsible for anything he does.

Right now, Canada’s Indigenous
peoples have ongoing land claims
and if Canada becomes part of
America, good luck with that
because we will be living under

American laws and as I pointed
out earlier, their Supreme Court is
corrupt and will find in America’s
favour. As for Quebec, they will lose
their special status and there will be
an end to their French language and
transfer payments at the expense of
the rest of the country. Trump has
surrounded himself with billionaires
and they are all lined up sucking up
to him and he’s going to give them
big tax breaks while the middle class
and the poorer people get the shaft
once again. The saying, ‘The rich
get richer and the poor get poorer’
is so true and like P.T. Barnum once
said, “There’s a sucker born every
minute.” When the American people
wake up and realize just how badly
they have been suckered, it will be
too late for them, Canada and the
rest of the world.
Len Heppner
Nakusp

re: Forestry
Works For BC

Open letter to Premier
David Eby, , Minister

of Forests and Deputy
Government House
Leader Ravi Parmar

and Leader of the
Opposition John Rustad

British Columbians love our
forests for many reasons. Healthy
forests are beautiful and provide
habitat for wildlife. Trees absorb
carbon dioxide as they grow. Lumber
and engineered wood products are
eco-friendly construction materials
that store carbon. Pulp, paper, and
packaging are used in thousands of
everyday products. Woody biomass
is a sustainable source of heat energy
and electricity. Therefore, BC’s
forests are crucial to the health of our
natural environment and achieving
our aspirations for reducing
greenhouse gases.

BC’s forests provide numerous
environmental benefits while at
the same time generating immense
economic benefits for families,
communities, and governments.
The fact is, forestry matters to
every person in every corner of
BC. Forestry supports healthcare,
education, infrastructure, and much
more. Forestry is the foundation
of much of what we hold dear in
this province. More and more First
Nations are beginning to participate
in the forest economy as one avenue
toward reconciliation. But the future
of forestry in BC is uncertain.

Forestry Works for BC is a group
of forest-based organizations and
companies, representing businesses

engaged in all aspects of British
Columbia’s forestry sector. We
are proud to stand up for tens of
thousands of workers and their
families who are concerned about
the future of forestry in British
Columbia. A better and brighter
future in this province needs a strong
forest sector.

We ask you, the leaders of
British Columbia, to take specific
and decisive actions to support
forestry. Become champions of
forestry. Proclaim your intent to grow
the forest bio economy in British
Columbia. Create a legislatively
protected working forest to ensure
the forest sector can continue
to create the social, economic,
and environmental benefits for
generations of British Columbians.
Publicly and vocally recognize good
forest management that reduces
greenhouse gases, reduces wildfire
smoke in the air, improves wildlife
habitat, reduces wildfire risk and
flooding, and provides family and
community supporting jobs.

Ken Kalesnikoff, Forestry
Works for BC, Bob Brash,
Truck Loggers Association,
Christine Lavoie, Forest
Nursery association of BC, Todd
Chamberlain, Interior Logging
Association, Ted Dergousoff,
Interior Lumber Manufacturers’
Association, John Betts,
Western Forestry Contractors’
Association, Brian Menzies,
Independent Wood Processors
Association of BC

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call toll-free: 1-833-501-
1700 for details
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Wide Spot:
Integrit

by Therese DesCamp

Margaret Wheatly, in her book
Who Do We Choose to Be? argues
that our culture is at the end of its
time. Every civilization, she says,
goes through a predictable cycle.
Wheatley places us firmly in the
‘decadent’ phase, which is the last
step before chaos and dissolution.
Wealth, celebrity, and entertainment
are central; compassion, courage,
integrity and relationships take a seat
way in the back.

Wheatley’s analysis is not exactly
new: if you interviewed many of the
people who live in this area, they
would echo her conclusions. Most
of us chose to live here because
our values differ from those of
contemporary culture. Even the folks
who arrive seeking only outdoor
bliss stay, if they stay, because of
relationships. The wealth of this
area is found in our communion:
with humans, with water, with rocks

and trees.

Two months ago, our beloved
elder Eloise Charet-Calles spoke
briefly to the Healthy Community
Society’s Harvest Dinner. She
reminded those assembled that we
made it through the summer’s fires
because of community. She reminded
us of all the ways we had supported
each other even when we ourselves
were anxious and suffering. She
noted that the thing we need to do
more than anything is to take care of
each other. And by each other, she
meant not just humans, but the more-
than-human world, this beautiful and
generous earth.

This week, as Eloise was laid to
rest, the world was erupting. Down
south, the US pulled out of the Paris
Agreement on Climate, closed the
border, took away the rights of
some babies and most queer people,
and removed protections for poor
communities impacted by toxic
manufacturing. Up here, preparations
for the recession and job loss that
our neighbours seem determined to
visit on us are underway, but most

of our leaders seem engaged in
political slanging matches. None of
our systems seem stable — because
they aren’t.

I don’t think we should waste too
much time dithering about whether
life is going to get more difficult.
It will. Wealth and power are now
concentrated in a few hands, and those
hands are gripping as tightly as they
can to their privilege. Value is now
determined by whether something
or someone can be monetized.
The poor, the different, the messy,
the immigrant, the refugee, the
powerless, the wild will lose.

Where does this leave us? In the
days to come, each of us is going
to be faced with deciding our own
response to this miasma of fear and
anxiety. Whether we are the ones
suffering, the ones helping, or both,
we have a part to play. How we play
that part matters. Maybe our actions
won’t change the broader trajectory
of these times. But those actions will
make a difference for the beings and
places we are in contact with today.

As Eloise reminded us in word

and deed, it is possible to act with
integrity even when you are afraid.
Generosity, kindness, courage, a

fierce care for the vulnerable: these
are the best antidotes to fear and
anxiety that exist.

“Fire Stories’ call for submissions

submitted

‘Fire Stories’ is changing
direction, based on feedback from the
community. This project, supported
by the Valhalla Fine Arts Society,
will now be a ‘Sharing Circle’ rather
than a theatre production. This will
be a chance for community members
to come together in a circle format
to connect, share and bear witness.

Recovery through the arts is
a growing and vital movement
initiated in communities across
British Columbia impacted by
natural disasters. The ‘Fire Stories’
project grew out of the Resiliency
Writing classes offered in the area
by Slocan resident Joanne Feenstra
in the fall of 2024 to help members
of our communities process
their experiences of the fires that
devastated the Slocan Valley last
summer.

Slocan Valley residents of all

ages, from north to south, are invited
to share their stories. Children and
teens are encouraged to submit.

Submissions can be personal
stories, poetry, video footage, still
photography, artwork, songs.

The deadline for submissions
is February 12, emailed to
firestories2024 @gmail.com.
Residents who make submissions
are asked to indicate whether or not
they can attend the event in person
to share their story with the circle.

The circle will take place
in March; watch for details. All
community members, family and
friends will be welcome to attend
this free event.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

it's all going on Sale from Friday, January 17th! This may be your best chance

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.

250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB'’s Pub & Restaurant

JB's Pub hours Thursdays - Sunday s 3-8 happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales
available during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717.
JB'’s Pub will be closed December 22through February 6.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle,
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com.
https://lwww.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! « Winter Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am — 4:30 pm
Our largest ANIAN collection ever is here for ladies and men — and what's more,

to acquire the latest in recycled wool fashion from BC's top designer. Why not
be warm and eco-stylin’ this winter? « Raven’s Nest is excited to announce
that “Thanking the Lake, Personifying the Lake” — an Exhibition by Manna &
Aurora — will be gracing our store from January 21st through February 27th! «
As always, thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! « 250-358-
2178 « Facebook & Instagram « RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New
clients welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment.

The Botanical Dispensary is open to the public Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744
All workshops and programs are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching
Center.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Ministry of Forests has
released detailed Level 3 post-wildfire
natural hazards risk analysis reports
for the Ponderosa FSR and Komonko
Creek wildfires. Preliminary Level
2 reports were prepared in mid-
September.

BC Wildfire Service retained
SNT Geotechnical Ltd. to complete
the assessments.

Helicopter reconnaissance was
done on August 23, with fieldwork
completed between September 24
and 30.

The reports are available on the
RDCK website.

Hazards and risk

The Level 3 reports identify
‘elements at risk’ — such as
residences, highways, water supplies,
recreational sites, and cultural sites —
and the hazardous events that might
affect them —such as debris flows and
floods. They also rate the likelihood
of a hazardous event occurring, and
the likelihood of an event impacting
the elements at risk. Risk mitigation

I COMMUNITY
Level 3 post-wildfire risk reports released for Ponderosa FSR and Komonko Creek fires

options are provided for elements
at moderate or high risk of being
impacted by a potential flood event.

The report says hazardous events
typically happen in mid to late
summer within the first two years
following a wildfire. Debris flows
and floods can also occur during
spring runoff as a result of rapid
snowmelt in burned areas, and can
persist for several years or decades
until revegetation occurs. They can
also occur, although less commonly,
during fall or early winter rain-on-
Snow events.
Ponderosa FSR fire

All watersheds in the Ponderosa
FSR fire area were rated at low or
very low risk of hazardous events.

However, in the Ringrose Creek
and Vincent Creek watersheds, in
the unlikely event that a debris flow
occurs, there are elements at risk of
being impacted. In the Ringrose
Creek watershed, two residences and
the highway are at moderate risk. In
the Vincent Creek watershed, one
residence on Springer Creek Road is
at moderate risk, and two residences

on Springer Creek Road are at low
risk of being impacted.
Komonko Creek fire

Watersheds affected by the
Komonko Creek fire where there is
moderate or high risk to infrastructure
in the event of a hazardous event
include Aylwin Upper Creek,
Enterprise Gully (very high), Cory
Middle Creek, Cory North Creek,
Fingland Creek, Highland View
Creek, and Kegel Brook.

The risk of a debris flood or
debris flow is considered high in
the Aylwin Upper Creek area, with
high risk of impact to Hwy 6 and Red
Mountain Road. The report says that
if a debris flow initiated within the
drainage, it would probably reach
the alluvial fan and then sediment-
laden water would likely reach the
highway and beyond. A significant
freshet flood event could block the
steel culvert, but the alluvial fan is
thankfully mostly unburned, so the
trees would help slow and disperse
any debris flows or floods.

In Enterprise Creek Gully, the
risk of a debris flow is considered

high, with a high risk of impact to the
highway. The fire burned 95% of the
watershed, and the upper two-thirds
of the drainage burned in the 2007
Springer Creek fire. Accumulated
debris behind mature trees in the fan
suggests there’s been some sediment
movement in the past 20 years, the
report says.

At Cory Middle Creek, the
highway and two residences on
the alluvial fan above the highway
are at risk. According to the report,
the northern residence has a high
likelihood of being impacted in
the event of a debris flow, and the
southern residence and the highway
have a moderate likelihood of being
impacted. However, the likelihood
of an event occurring is moderate for
the northern residence and low for the
southern residence and the highway.

The creek flows through a
culvert at the highway. The culvert
is considered to be under-sized.

The fire burned 18% of the
watershed, which is still recovering
from the 2007 Springer Creek fire.

At Cory North Creek, there is a

Slocan council, January 13: Harold Street project discussed

by Joanne Feenstra

CAO Trish Dehnel reported that
staff is working on the scope and
budget of the Harold Street design
project. The Village has received
funding of $880,000 for the first
phase of the project, which focuses
on one side of one block of Harold
Street. Council asked staff if the
plan could be expanded to include
both sides of the street. Councillor
Ezra Buller asked if additional
funds could be requested from
CBT. Mayor Lunn agreed that once
the municipality gets clarity on the
scope and numbers, there might be
enough support to open discussions
with CBT. Councillor Madeleine
Perriere added that the plan should

MLA Brittny Anderson receives ministerial mandate

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Premier David Eby’s cabinet
have received their ministerial
mandate letters. The letters lay out
priorities for action, and hone in on
specific directions unique to each
minister.

Kootenay Central MLA Brittny
Anderson is also the Minister of State
for Local Governments and Rural
Communities. Anderson’s role is
new in cabinet, and the first time for
a Minister of State to report directly
to the premier.

“British Columbians have trusted
us with a mandate to deliver for
them in ways that make a tangible
difference in their daily lives,” says
Eby in Anderson’s letter. “They
expect us to listen and learn from

cover practical concerns, such as
snow removal on walkways.
Water work to detect leaks
Public Works reported that
repairing a minor leak on Springer
Street resulted in decreased water
consumption of approximately
5,400 gallons per day (one gallon
per minute). To trace leakage, further
work will be done to temporarily
isolate various branches of the water
system. There will be short service
interruptions and work will be
performed during low flow periods
to minimize disruptions to residents.
Fitness Centre report
CAQ Trish Dehnel provided a
report on Fitness Centre activities
for 2024. The Wellness Centre

people of different perspectives —and
work together to make things better
for everyone.”

Key points for Eby’s government
as a whole are growing the economy
in both new, traditional, and
emerging sectors; reducing costs
for families through support for
first-time home buyers, increased
housing stock, and a crackdown on
housing speculation; strengthening
healthcare by expanding access to
family doctors, and recruiting and
training more health professionals;
and making neighbourhoods and
communities safer by working with
law enforcement and social agencies.

Foundational to this work, says
Eby, is his government’s commitment
to climate change and its partnership
with Indigenous peoples.

building houses the library, wellness
centre and fitness centre. The fitness
centre collected $26,000 over the
past five years, $15,500 in 2024.
Expenses associated with the fitness
centre in this past year were $1,550
for administration, $2,200 for
materials and maintenance, $1,000
for internet and telephone and
$2.100 for electricity, resulting in a
2024 fitness centre profit of $8,720.
Plans are underway to make leased
space available for the provision of
an IHA doctor one day a week at the
Wellness Centre.
Transit taxes

Mayor Lunn stated that RDCK
has hired a consultant to look at the
rate at which Slocan is required to

In her role as Minister of State,
Eby asks Anderson to be the one
local governments can turn to with
their concerns, suggestions, or
feedback. She is to work with her
ministerial colleagues to ensure
advice from local governments will
inform government initiatives.

Specifically, Eby expects
Anderson to work with rural and
remote communities, regional
districts, municipalities, and First
Nations to identify their unique needs
and opportunities, and support them
to grow and thrive.

“Use this mandate letter to guide
your work, and do not be afraid
to challenge assumptions, or be
innovative, bold, and aggressive in
achieving the goals set out for you
and our Ministry by the people of

collect transit taxes. Lunn stated the
original percentage rate, set when
the mill closed, is higher in Slocan
than in Area H. Bus fees collected
in 2024 were slightly down from
previous years, at just over $1,928.
The bulk of sales were 10-pack All
Zone passes.
Building permit report
Building permit construction
values totalled $1.2 million for 2024.
Included were the Merriwake Boat
Shelter renewal, a $250,000 project,
and the repair of the ventilation
system at WE Graham School for
$400,000. The Village collected
$6.200 in fees and remitted $5,600
to RDCK, leaving just over $600 in
municipal revenue.

this province,” Eby tells Anderson.

Kootenay-Monashee MLA Steve
Morissette also holds a position
related to local governments and rural
communities as the Parliamentary
Secretary for Rural Development.
He will work with Minister of
Finance Brenda Bailey to ensure
government programs reflect the
interests and concerns of rural and
remote communities, and will engage
with stakeholders to find out how
the government can support rural
economic development. Morissette
will also work with the Minister of
Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport, the
Minister of Agriculture and Food,
and the Minister of Jobs, Economic
Development and Innovation to
promote programs and initiatives that
support rural communities.

[

moderate risk of a debris flows and
floods, with moderate risk to Hwy 6
and an outbuilding. This watershed
was logged in the late 1970s/early
1980s and is still recovering from
the 2007 Springer Creek fire. There
was a debris flow here shortly after
the 2007 fire, and there was one in the
1990s that reached the highway and
impacted a residence.

In the Fingland Creek
watershed, there is a low risk of
post-wildfire hazard, but the highway
and one residence are at moderate
risk of impact if an event were to
occur. The report says that any debris
flows or floods that initiate in the
upper watershed would likely reach
and impact Red Mountain Road, and
increased flows in Fingland Creek
could reach the residence. The creek
passes under Red Mountain Road
through a culvert, which could be
blocked by floodwaters in the creek.

There are five domestic and
irrigation use water licence points of
diversion with many licenced water
users on Fingland Creek above Red
Mountain Road.

The Highland View Creek
watershed was almost entirely
burned, with moderate severity,
in the Komonko Creek fire. The
report rates the risk of flooding
events as moderate, with moderate
risk of impacts to Hwy 6 and to
one residence with outbuildings on
Hwy 6.

The Kegel Brook watershed was
96% burned, with 35% high burn
severity. There is high likelihood
of a debris flow here, and high risk
of impact to one residence and the
highway. There are two domestic
water licence points of diversion
with many licenced water users on
the brook.

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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by Jan McMurray

Plans are underway to deactivate
the Incomappleux Forest Service
Road, located off Hwy 31 between
Galena Bay and Trout Lake. Public
comments are being accepted until
February 28.

The road has been closed since
2015 due to public safety risks,

including rock fall hazard and bridge
failure.

The Ministry of Forests reports
that there are approximately 140
private land parcels, owned by
28 landowners, in the area. Most
properties are bare land, the ministry
says, with about eight seasonal
structures on private land. There

COMMUNITY I
Incomappleux FSR to be deactivated

are also approximately 72 mineral
claims held by 10 owners.

At this time, the Ministry of
Forests says they are not planning
to develop alternative access options.
They point out that landowners can
apply for a licence of occupation for
roadway purposes under the Land
Act, and mineral claim holders can

Online learning at School District 8

by Jan McMurray

Areport on SD 8’s online learning
offerings — Elev8 Homelinks and
Elev8 DESK- was provided at the
January 14 meeting of the SD 8
Kootenay Lake board of education.

The highlight of the report was
videos of a few Elev8 students,
recommending the programs because
they enable students to learn at their
own pace at home, without set school
hours.

Elev8 DESK is strictly an online
program, whereas Elev8 Homelinks
has a blended learning model,
incorporating at-home, face-to-face
and classroom learning on a weekly
basis.

In 2023, Elev8 was designated
a provincial online learning school
(POLS), allowing students from
across the province to enroll in the
two Elev8 programs.

Superintendent Trish Smillie
said there has been “a real increase in
satisfaction in online learning” since
Elev8 became a POLS.

Enrolment so far this year in
Elev8 Homelinks is 130 students,
a 15% decrease from last year. In
Elev8 DESK, there are 139 students
enrolled, an increase of 10% from
last year.

The report says enrolment in Elev8

DESK has increased every year since
the POLS designation, and the number
of current active learners in courses in
grades 10-12 is approximately 50%
higher than at the same time last year.
District Principal of Online Learning
Ken Wiens said they are looking at
carrying just under 200 more students

than last year at this time in the Elev8
DESK grades 10-12 program.
Whereas most Elev8 students in
K-9 are from communities within SD
8, there are many Elev8 DESK students
in grades 10-12 from throughout the
province. Most Elev8 DESK grades
10-12 students are taking only a few

apply for a Special Use Permit for
natural resource purposes.

The ministry says the intent
of road deactivation is to place a
road in a self-maintaining state that
will indefinitely protect adjacent
resources. Road deactivation
requirements typically include
removing bridges and stream

online courses, and are also enrolled
at a high school.

Elev8 Homelinks offers 35 courses
to students in grades 10-12, and
Elev8 DESK offers 37. This variety
enables students to meet graduation
requirements.

One of the priorities for the

CBAL to relocate in Nakusp

submitted

The Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy (CBAL) is moving out
of its current space at School District
10’s board office in Nakusp, and is
looking at various options for a new
home. The move is expected to take
place on March 1.

“Our agreement with CBAL at
the Board office has been mutually
beneficial,” said Peter Dubinsky,
Superintendent of School District 10.
“With CBAL’s relocation, the district
will repurpose the board office space
for board meetings, professional
development sessions, and other
events that require a larger venue.”

Currently, the district holds
board meetings at Nakusp Secondary
School due to limited space at the
board office. The district plans to
refurbish the board office later this
spring, with the intention of hosting

meetings there beginning in the
2025-2026 school year.

For many years, CBAL has
collaborated closely with School
District No. 10 to promote literacy
and foster a love of reading among

community members.

“We appreciate the district’s
unwavering support of literacy
programs in Nakusp. This partnership
has been instrumental in empowering
individuals and opening doors
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culverts, stabilizing the road prism,
and barricading the road surface
width in a clearly visible manner to
prevent access by motor vehicles
(other than all-terrain vehicles).

See the ad on this page for the
link to a map of the planned work
and deactivation plan, and the email
address for public comments.

Elev8 program is to expand course
offerings. Wiens said they are looking
at second language courses, expanded
art offerings, and dual credit options.

SD 8 has a three-year agreement
for the POLS with the Ministry of
Education and Child Care. Elev8 is
one of 21 POLS in the province.

to knowledge, opportunity, and
lifelong learning. We look forward
to continuing to serve Arrow and
Slocan Lakes residents in a new
location,” said Desneiges Profili,
Executive Director of CBAL.

New $2,000 arts award for RDCK residents

submitted

A new annual arts award for
residents of the Regional District of
Central Kootenay will provide $2,000
toward costs of a creative project or
to support a shift in artistic direction.
The Judy Wapp Art Fellowship
Award has been established in honour
of the New Denver artist who died
September 9 last year. A retrospective
of Wapp’s work, much of it created
during a West Kootenay residence
lasting more than 50 years, was held
at the Nelson Museum, Archives &
Gallery in spring 2024.

The deadline for applications
for the Fellowship Award,
established by Wapp’s family, is

March 1. The recipient will be
announced on Wapp’s birthday, April
20. The award is open to RDCK
practitioners in any artistic genre
— fine art, clay, music, writing, etc.
Detailed application guidelines are
available at https://visualchemy.net
Artists can apply themselves for the
Fellowship Award, or be nominated
by someone else. There is no cost
to apply.

“We’re especially interested in
people expanding their own horizons
with the art they make,” said David
Everest, Wapp’s partner of 54 years
and one of the organizers of the
Fellowship Award. “That could be
experimenting creatively in ways
they haven’t before, or even working
with a mentor or otherwise pursuing

an entirely different medium — an
artist learning to make videos, for
instance.”

Everest said the Fellowship
Award is funded mainly by sales
of Wapp’s collages. The art pieces,
and prices, can be viewed at the
viusalchemy.net website.

“Prices are affordable,” Everest
said, “since Judy meant her art to
be enjoyed by everyone. And all
the funds realized go to support the
award.”

Everest said people can also
donate to the Fellowship Award in
Judy’s memory. He said any questions
not answered on the website about the
award, art purchases, or donations
can be directed to wappaward24@

gmail.com

David Everest and Judy Wapp
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Primary literacy across SD 10 is
taking a unified approach, thanks to
Jenna Alstad, the district’s primary
literacy mentor.

Alstad and a team of teachers
worked together to create an online
‘handbook’ to support early literacy.

The database is helping primary
teachers gain a common understanding
of what assessments, tools, and practices
can be used in their classrooms — and
which ones work.

Creation of the database arose
in part by the need for differentiated
learning. Alstad teaches grades 2
and 3, but she said when it comes to
literacy levels, she’s essentially teaching
kindergarten to grade 4. This is common
for the other primary teachers too,
and has led to irregularities in which
programs and assessments were being
used to support students. Though there
isn’t one magical tell-all assessment or
strategy, Alstad knew there must be a
better way.

“It’s getting to the point where
children need a lot more from us,” she
said. “Gone are the days where you
just teach one type of program and
everybody gets the same activity todo.”

Primary teachers love the database,
she said. Everything they need is in
one place, with prompts, activities
and timelines for assessments to be
completed each month. It’s a living
document, always being tweaked and
updated to stay as useful as possible.

The district was awarded a nine-day
residency with with Dr. Jennifer Kelly
of the Provincial Outreach Program
for Early Years (POPEY). All primary
teachers and early childhood educators
attended, and benefitted from dedicated
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time to collaborate and focus on early
screening tools, literacy trends, and oral
language development.

The residency led to development
of a writing continuum. Alstad and
the other educators gathered student
writing samples to track progress and
paint a picture of what level each grade
should be at.

Inher role as literacy mentor, Alstad
created monthly ‘snuggle-up and read’
kits for daycare and StrongStart families
to sign out.

“So much literacy happens before
we even see these children in our
classrooms,” she said.

Each themed kit contains books,
cue cards, and activities for parents to
engage in literacy with their children.

Alstad also works with learning
support teachers on literacy groups and
daily interventions to support students at
different reading levels. Everyone gets
what they need, she said, from sounds
to spelling.

With educators more aligned, the
district can gain a fulsome picture of
student literacy — and see that all the
effort is working.

“The gap is narrowed,” a grade 4
teacher told Alstad. “Tt feels like we’re
getting back on track.”

Writers” workshop club

“What happens when you have
really, really strong primary and
intermediate literacy intervention?”
asked Superintendent Peter Dubinsky.

A high school writers” workshop
club!

NSS teachers Naomi Smedbol, Ben
Gehrels, and Jaime Sing started up the
club this year, to great success. Over 20
students have participated.

Five students joined Sing in giving
a presentation to the board.

There is no age limit for the club —
students from grades 8 to 12 may join
—but interested individuals must submit
a piece of writing before. It’s not about
your ability though, assured one student;
it’s about your interest and enthusiasm.

Club members have enjoyed trying
out new genres, exploring prompts,
letting their unfiltered writing voices
loose, and learning how to refine them
— with the goal of submitting a piece of
writing to a contest or publication.

Students appreciate the cross-
grade connection that the club fosters.
Friendships form easy with a common
interest; mentorships arise organically.

Students in the club also get first dibs
onanew creative writing elective course.
Usually reserved for senior students,
grade 8 club writers are allowed, which
is a “really big opportunity,” said one
student at the board meeting.

Because of the club, the five
student presenters also had another big
opportunity: attending the Vancouver
Writers’ Festival in October.

“Going there was a great opportunity
for us because, being in Nakusp, you
don’t get a lot of perspective,” said a
student. “To experience new things,
see new people, learn more about
different cultures. .. It really makes you
understand that writing isn’t just about
words on a piece of paper; it’s a lot about
seeing new things and being able to write
about your experiences.”

Eight students in total participated
in the festival on Granville Island. The
event included workshops in big lecture
halls that “felt like going to college.”
Students loved the chance to experience
the big city and build their confidence
and writing skills. All eight left inspired,
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with much to talk and write about.
Sing said they hope to begin the
festival application process sooner. It
was a tight turnaround, with the festival
in October. She would love for Lucerne
and Distributed Learning students to join
next time. Sing will also seek out local
writers to support students who can’t
make it to Vancouver. Potentially, NSS
could host its own festival. Plans are also
in the works for a year-end showcase

to share students’ hard work with the
community.
Office refurbishment
Secretary-Treasurer Michael
McLellan shared that the Columbia
Basin Alliance for Literacy will be
moving out of the school board office.
The board will explore possible
uses and opportunities for the additional
square footage. The district owns the
building.
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by Jan McMurray

Council received an invitation from
the Ministry of Forests to chime in on
options to re-establish access to the
Idaho Peak trailhead. Council agreed
that option 3 would be the best one in the
event of a wildfire in this area. Option 3
includes a bridge across Carpenter Creek
at Three Forks, and 10 kilometres of
new road before it would connect with
the existing FSR. Council noted that the
option 3 road would act as a fire break
as well as provide access for firefighting.

Council also discussed the ministry’s
proposal to decommission the portion of
the road that will not be used in whichever
option is decided upon. Council is not
in favour of decommissioning, as the
existing road is still passable by bicycle
and sees a lot of use.

Councillor Colin Moss pointed out
that many people are worried about
logging on this mountain face, and
a community forest would give the
community more control over any
logging that may occur here. Council
agreed that a request for a community
forest be included in their comments to
the ministry.

Marina boundary

The Slocan Lake Boating
Association (SLBA) has received
council’s proposal for a three-acre
marina boundary, but is unable to meet to
discuss the proposal until March. Council
was hoping to receive the association’s
response to the three-acre proposal this
month, because the Village has to submit
management plans for the land it leases
from the Province, which includes the
marina.

In the absence of any feedback from
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on the proposed three-acre boundary.

The SLBA has asked for the use of
approximately four acres of land for the
marina. This is the area they have been
using for years, but the marina boundary
has not been clearly documented in
their agreement with the Village. The
northwest end of the marina area is
identified as an off-leash dog area in
the Centennial Park Master Plan, so the
Village wants to leave this area open for
that purpose. This is the area that is not
included in the three-acre proposal.

Mayor Len Casley came up with
another option for the contentious
northwest area. He suggested making
a separate agreement with the SLBA to
allow them to use the area for a three-
year term. “That would be a separate
agreement and only for three years,
because if we find funding for an off-
leash area, we’ll want to do that,” he said.

All councillors liked the idea of the
separate agreement. Staff will discuss
this with the Province and bring it back
to the next meeting.

ReDi grants selection process

The public input process for ReDi
grant applications will be slightly revised
this year. Members of the public will be
able to review applications in advance,
and to select ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for each, as
well as to provide comments. At the
public meeting, there will be brief
presentations from each applicant, and
an opportunity for the public to ask
questions of applicants. Comments
and the ‘yes’ and ‘no’ selections can
also be provided at the public meeting.
The selection committee will then
meet privately and consider all public
input. The applications will go through
a ranking process, and the committee
will determine final recommendations
through discussion and consensus.
Results will be forwarded to New Denver
council for ratification, and then to the
RDCK board for approval.

Village staff will explore the
possibility of a joint public meeting
with the Village of Silverton in 2026.
Many ReDi applicants request funding
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New Denver council, January 14: Council provides input on Idaho Peak FSR

from both Villages, so it makes sense to
have just one meeting. There would still
be separate selection committees.
Grants in aid

The Village received two grant in aid
applications for 2025, from New Denver
Hospice Society and Slocan Lake Arts
Council. Both were approved.
WildSafeBC

The Village will submit an
application to participate in the
WildSafeBC program again this year, at
a cost of $1,000-$1,250.
Water cannon purchase

The Village will purchase an aerial

water cannon to protect the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC)
and other Village assets during wildfires.
Last summer, the Village had free use
of a cannon, courtesy of Woodland
Equipment Inc, and the New Denver and
Area Fire Department has recommended
that a cannon be purchased for the Nikkei
Centre. The Japanese Canadian Legacy
Society has approved the purchase from
the funds it has provided for the NIMC.
Permissive tax exemptions
The Permissive Tax Exemption
bylaw was adopted. The bylaw exempts
the three church properties in New

The Valley Voice January 30,2025

Denver from municipal taxation.
Denver Siding Road East
created

A portion of Denver Siding Road
has been renamed Denver Siding Road
East. This was the simplest way to
provide addresses for two new lots
fronting Denver Siding Road, created
by a subdivision in July 2024. The
bend in Denver Siding Road creates
an incongruent numbering situation,
so instead of renumbering existing
properties on the road, it was decided
to rename the portion of the road east
of the bend.

Village of New Denver’s preliminary budget presented

by Jan McMurray

The Village of New Denver’s
preliminary 2025 budget was
presented by CFO Nathan Russ at
the January 14 council meeting. The
budget isn’t due in to the Province
until May 15, so council will have
opportunities to make changes
before it is finalized.

A4%-6% municipal tax increase
is estimated at this very early stage
in the budget process. This would
amount to about $45 more than last
year on the municipal tax bill for an
average home, up to $940 from $896
last year. This year, the average New
Denver home is worth $425,646, up
3.47% from last year’s $411,372.

Russ estimates very little change
in Village expenses this year:
$1,377,479, up from $1,363,304
in last year’s budget. Staffing costs
are expected to increase by 1.5%,
and inflation is expected to drive
up expenses another 1.5%. Costs
to operate Centennial Park are also
anticipated to rise by 2%, with the
new washrooms.

The Village will need $1,526,293
in revenues to operate this year, up
from $1,497,697 in last year’s
budget. Of the $1,526,293, $433,000
would come from taxation. The rest
would come from grants, fire service
contracts, campground revenues,
waste collection fees, cemetery fees,
rentals, Nikkei Centre, licences and
permits. The $1.5 million would
cover the expenses of $1,377.479,
and allow for $45,000 to go into the
equipment reserve and $83,450 into
the fire reserve. $40,000 is expected
to be allocated to the water capital
reserve fund, as well.

Capital projects in 2025, to
be paid for mostly by grants and
reserve funds, total just over $3
million. There was a list of 24
projects in Russ’s presentation.
Councillor Danika Hammond asked
if council would prioritize cemetery
improvements ($25,000) and the old
landfill property ($100,000), as they
have been on the list for a few years.

Mayor Casley explained that
activities on the old landfill property

would include completing the
environmental assessment work,
and subdividing the land so that
uncontaminated portions of the
property that could be used for
housing would be separated from
the portions that need treatment,
and could possibly be usable for
recreation purposes.

The Downtown Revitalization
Plan is on the list, with a $15,000
budget for 2025. Planner Jess Rayner
said the Village hopes to complete

the planning project this year. The
consultants are currently finalizing
a draft of the plan, she said.

CAO Ash Alam reminded
council that all capital projects
would come before council prior to
commencement of any work.

Water rates will increase by 5%
(to $416 for a residence) and waste
collection rates will increase by 9%
(to $197 for a residence). These
bylaws were adopted at a special
meeting of council on January 17.

Transit service expansion in the West Kootenay

submitted

BC Transit and the Regional
District of Central Kootenay and
the Regional District of Kootenay
Boundary are announcing a
service change in 2025.

As part of this service
expansion the following routes
will be impacted: Route 10
North Shore — the 4:04 pm
service to Six Mile only has
been extended to Balfour Ferry
Terminal; Route 52 Nakusp-
Slocan — with service to the
New Denver Health Centre;
Route 53 Nakusp-Edgewood;
Route 98 Columbia — two round
trips are being added during the
week, with trips to the Tadanac
neighbourhood.

Additionally, trip time

CORRECTION

There is an error in our New
Denver council notes, published
on page 8 of our January 16 issue,
in regards to the Centennial Park
Outdoor Stage and Gathering Space
project. We reported: “CAO Alam
expressed disappointment in the project
management by the contractor (North
Mountain Construction).” In fact, CAO
Alam expressed disappointment in
project management by the architect,
not North Mountain Construction.
The Village of New Denver greatly
appreciates the ongoing support and
flexibility North Mountain Construction
has provided as the contractor for the
project.

adjustments are being made
to several routes to improve
connections and service
reliability.

This service expansion
has been made possible by an
increase in local government
and provincial funding. The
operating grant provided in the
2024-25 provincial budget will
allow BC Transit and its local
government partners to continue
to provide safe and reliable
service and demonstrates that
public transit remains a priority
in our communities.

For more information about
trip planning, schedules and
to sign up for customer alerts,
please visit bctransit.com/west-
kootenay.
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Eloise Charet-Calles (“Dolly”)

Eloise Charet-Calles (“Dolly”), Bear Clan of Turtle Island, died peacefully in her home on January 17th, 2025 at the age of 73.

Eloise Charet-Calles (“Dolly”), Bear
Clan of Turtle Island, died peacefully in
her home on January 17th, 2025 at the
age of 73.

Eloise was a larger-than-life kind of
person who cared deeply for the earth
as well as for people. She touched many
lives with her kindness, generosity, and
open-door policy (literally, her door was
never locked). She believed with all of
her heart in the power of community
and collective responsibility. She held
fast to the importance of leading by
example and passing on knowledge to
help the next generation. She wasn’t
afraid to piss people off. Anyone who
met Eloise discovered very quickly that
she was a person of strong convictions.
She demonstrated this many times
over throughout her life. She was a
champion for truth and unity, witnessed
most fiercely in her peaceful activism
to protect old growth trees and the
preservation of clean drinking water,
often gaining the respect of those she
was opposing.

Eloise was the third in a family
of ten children, born to Sylvio Charet
and Eloise Buffings on May 20, 1951
in Trois-Rivieres, Quebec. She was a
Metis-French-Canadian who grew up
in Montreal and on the family farm in
Montebello, Quebec. Her Metis roots
were through her grandmother who was
from Beauval, Saskatchewan. In her
early years she recalls getting lost in the
shuffle of so many kids and thus feeling
the freedom to explore a deeply personal
call to prayer and spiritual devotion. This
inspired her to pursue meaningful work
in humanitarian service.

She travelled and worked with
children in Morocco, Mexico, Cambodia,
Bangladesh, and Nepal.

One of her most prolific and
impactful experiences happened in her
early twenties. In 1974, Eloise and her
sister Anna opened an orphanage called
‘Canada House’in war torn Phnom-Penh,
Cambodia. Within months, the sisters

were given 6 evacuation notices which
they refused, saying they would not
leave the children behind. This became
an international incident until finally the
sisters were able to help coordinate the
successful airlift and placement of 55
Cambodian and Vietnamese children
to families in North America. Eloise
would later write a book called Never
Without Our Children documenting this
harrowing epic journey, published in
2012 in both English and French. After
the book was published she returned to
Cambodia with Anna on a trip that was
captured in a documentary film called,
Jamais Sans Nos Enfants.

Ayoung Eloise Charet.

After Cambodia, Eloise spent time
volunteering in several orphanages in
Dacca, Bangladesh before returning to
Canada where she was married and began
raising her children. In 1985 her marriage
ended and she and her four children
left for Kathmandu, Nepal. During her
time in Nepal, Eloise contributed to a
world-renowned hydraulic engineering
book “Erosion and Sedimentation in the
Nepal Himalaya” that was ahead of its
time. And, she started a local restaurant,
organized a soup kitchen, and provided
home care for several handicapped
orphans from Mother Theresa’s Sister of
Charity Foundation. This is also where
she met Kamala (‘Sara’) who she hired
to care for her three rambunctious sons
(Nicholas, Aleksandr, and Oliver) and
baby girl Emma. It wasn’t long before

she adopted Sara as her daughter, with a
lasting bond sealed through Ceremony
in Sara’s home village.

In the second half of her life Eloise
pursued her passion and honed her
efforts towards the protection of old
growth forests and watersheds. In 1990
she settled with her kids in the West
Kootenays of British Columbia. She
was arrested several times for standing
in the way of industry logging and once
fasted in jail for 55 days in the name of
clean water. In this instance she refused
to sign a compliance order that would
have released her from the maximum
security Detention Centre for Women
in Burnaby, BC. In 1998 she proceeded
on a cross-country WaterWalk to raise
awareness about the state of water in
Canada. She collected water samples
along the way and eventually stood in
front of the Nelson courthouse for three
cold winter months, in her efforts to bring
awareness to Canada’s tainted water.
It was during her WaterWalk that she
crossed paths with Grandfather Bear who
gifted her with the protection of Bear
Clan. She also received the Vancouver
Island Human Rights Coalition medal,
presented to her by the Governor General
of British Columbia.

There have been several wins over
the years. Along with a small group
of people, she stopped the herbicide
spraying in our clearcuts, helped
galvanize the protection of community
watersheds, and stood with the Sinixt
people on Perry Ridge. In the fall of
2005, Eloise held a roadblock in the
Incomapleux with Henry Hutter for two
weeks until the police arrived for arrest.
Both Eloise and Henry stepped aside
and let workers through, but maintained
their position as an information camp.
The very next day, a rock slide blocked
the road preventing any further logging.
The Incomapleux was preserved for
another year. She also helped save 50
Old Growth Spruce Trees at Enterprise
Creek.

I 11

In 2024, Interfor set aside 25
hectares of Old Growth Forest as an
Old Growth Management Area in honour
of Eloise. This is a testament to the close
relationships she cultivated through
peaceful protest. The area includes a
600-year-old Cedar tree at 10.5 km
and continues up the Silverton Creek
drainage basin. A bench and plaque will
be placed by the Old Cedar Tree so that
friends and family can sit and visit with
our dear Eloise.

Until the week of her passing she
was working on her next book, Four
Seasons about food and nutrition through
the seasons. She was also revising her
Cambodia book for a potential second
edition. The family will be carrying out
Eloise’s wishes regarding the completion
of these projects.

By the end of her life, Eloise was
as much a public figure as she was a
dear friend and kin to so many. She was
the kind of person who felt like family,
welcoming anyone who came over with
apotof tea, a nourishing meal, or at least
a good story. She had a wry sense of
humour and would easily scold you if she
thought it would do you any good. She
was a respected Elder at the local school
and taught many cedar basket weaving
workshops, native plant walks, and did
graduation blessings, imparting wisdom
to empower youth to claim their paths.
Her blessings and ceremonies wove
together people from all walks of life.

Eloise was a rebel with a cause:
a teacher, mentor, activist, storyteller,
herbalist, seed saver, basket weaver,
wisdom keeper, friend, sister, mother

and beloved grandmother. She was a
Matriarch and pillar of the community.
A one-of-a-kind person who prioritised
leaving a living legacy for future
generations. She will be fiercely missed.

She is survived by her siblings
Rosette, Francis, Anna, Virginia, Peter,
Paul, Jean Marc, and Jacqueline; her
children Nicholas, Alex, Oliver, Emma,
and Sara; her grandchildren Keara,
Anthony, Alexa, Ayden, Jamuna, Suna,
and Pasang; and great-grandchildren
Tamakosi and Lhakpa. She is predeceased
by her parents Sylvio and Eloise; brother
Michael; and grandson Liam.

Eloise was laid to rest in a green
burial as was her last wishes. The family
would like to thank the community for
each and every person who showed up
and contributed to the flow of the day
and beautiful ceremony. It meant so
much & helped in more ways than we
can express. Thank you.

We realize that many who wished to
pay their respects were not able to make
itto the burial. The date for a celebration
of life will be announced sometime in the
coming months.

A last word from Eloise, found in
some of her notes:

“T am self-educated from around
the world. All T have is my example, my
story to give to you. No matter what you
become in life, be there to stand up with
pride for the fabric of life, for genesis.
Feed your soul.

Most of all don’t do anything unless
you’re having fun - keep the humour.
ENJOY your cause. Feel good with what
you are doing.”

Eloise in her cedar workshop.
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by Cassandra Morrison
Retirement has been anything

but boring for Margo, the courageous

and caring protagonist of local

C
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author CJ MacKinnon’s book, The
Margo Chronicles. Two years after
the initial book release, the fictional
retiree from Wannatoka Springs

COMMUNITY I
Margo Returns! Local Author CJ MacKinnon releases the sequel to The Margo Chronicles

is back in the sequel The Margo
Chronicles Too! Alongside her
husband Michael, ex-suburbanite
Margo finds herself a year into her
retirement and still unsure of her
place in the rural small town setting
—though she is determined to find it!

Following MacKinnon’s success
of her first collection of short stories
set around the fictional Kootenay
village of Wannatoka Springs, her
latest instalment promises more
heart, humour and hijinks as Margo
navigates the neighbourhood and
uncovers more of the quirky charm
of rural British Columbian life that
enticed her in the first place. Readers
who fell in love with Margo and
Michael’s intrepid adjustments to
their new home will find a fresh
batch of hilarity and unexpected
challenges awaiting them in The
Margo Chronicles Too!

When The Margo Chronicles
was released in November 2022,
MacKinnon was excited about the
response her collection of short
stories brought. Praised for its
relatable and humourous portrayal
of rural living after retirement, the
book gained recognition locally and
even around the world, finding its
way into reader’s hands as far away
as Europe.

According to the book
reviews, MacKinnon’s lighthearted
storytelling instantly struck a chord
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with readers, particularly those who
were looking to escape their own
complicated real-world dilemmas
from the past few years for the
simpler misadventures of Margo and
her friends in the laid-back fictional
British Columbian setting.

In this latest instalment, Margo
and Michael face even more laugh-
out-loud scenarios as they continue to
settle into their new home. Between
close encounters with overindulgent
and reckless wildlife, to starting
an accidental turf war with the
unexpected power of Margo’s baked
goods, all 12 new stories in The
Margo Chronicles Too! build upon
the heart and humour of the matter
that made the first book such a hit.

MacKinnon draws her
inspiration from the quirks and
charm of rural life, crafting stories
that reflect the humour and heart of
her surroundings.

“Don’t worry, you’re not in
the book. But some of what I see
in you might have inspired me,”
she writes in the dedication of The
Margo Chronicles Too! She adds, “1
am amused most by what I love the
best in people,” paired with Oscar
Wilde’s famous quote, “Imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery.

For MacKinnon, writing has
become a deeply fulfilling part of
her own retirement. After a 30-
year career as an English teacher
and a lifetime of dreaming about
becoming a published author, she
finally took the fearless leap in
2022, and what began as a writing
challenge from MacKinnon’s partner
has now evolved into something so
much more.

The Valley Voice January 30,2025

If you’ve ever lived in a small
town, especially one in the interior
of British Columbia, it is almost
certain you will see a reflection of
yourself — or perhaps a neighbour
or two — in a few of the residents
of Wannatoka Springs. Even the
wildlife make a cameo and provide
a chuckle (or several.) Without a
doubt, The Margo Chronicles Too!
encompasses Kootenay living to
the most delightful definition. And
with plans for a third installment of
Wannatoka tall-tales, MacKinnon
says she finds the humour in everyday
life, just as easily as Margo finds new
experiences to keep her busy.

“Almost nothing you expect to
happen will happen exactly as you
expect,” MacKinnon says of what
she thinks Margo would tell her
devoted readers as she embarks on
another round of adventures. “But
don’t let that hold you back!”

MacKinnon also continues
on her path to engage with her
community through events and book
signings. You can find the author at
the Kaslo Library (Thursday, January
30 at 6:30 pm); Nelson at Notably,
A Book Lover’s Emporium (Friday,
January 31 at 6:30 pm); and the
Nakusp Library

(Thursday, February 6 at 2:30
pm). Any other dates scheduled will
be announced on Facebook at the
Margo Chronicles Author Page.

Local readers can purchase
The Margo Chronicles and The
Margo Chronicles Too! on Amazon
Kindle, and at the Kaslo Community
Pharmacy, the Silverton General
Store, Notably in Nelson and
Spiritwood Cards in Nakusp.

Local author of The Margo Chronicles Too! CJ MacKinnon is pictured here with her pup, Chloe.
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Warm your
heart at the
Nakusp Library

this February
submitted by Nakusp Public Library
1

In the coming weeks, you’ll find
many ways to warm up to the winter
this February during the upcoming
events at the Nakusp Public Library.

First off, Family Literacy
Week is being celebrated with
Songs and Rhymes in partnership
with Columbia Basin Alliance

Second annual Winter Fun Day a success

submitted

The Valley View Golf Club,
in collaboration with the Slocan
Valley Recreation Commission, the
Slocan Valley Rail Trail Society,
and the Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy (CBAL), hosted the second
Annual Winter Fun Day on Sunday,
January 19.

Over 100 attendees enjoyed
the beautiful sunshine while
tobogganing down the hills, while
others snowshoed and cross-
country skied around the course.
Many warmed up by the bonfire
with a cup of hot chocolate and a
bowl of homemade soup or chili.
The Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy (CBAL) added to the fun by
offering a range of engaging literacy
activities for all ages, including a
story walk, a nature scavenger hunt,

and a colouring contest in celebration
of Family Literacy Week.

A huge thank-you goes out to
BackWoodz Firewoodz, Slocan
Valley Home Hardware, and all the
volunteers who donated their time
and delicious baked goods to make
this day special. It was truly a fun-
filled day for everyone!

The Valley View Golf Club
is a community-based non-profit
organization managed by a dedicated
volunteer board of directors. The
nine-hole course, featuring separate
tees for the back nine, offers a
rewarding experience for golfers of
all skill levels.

Thinking of taking up golf?
Valley View Golf Club is offering a
15% discount on memberships for
new members this spring. Why not
give it a try?

Winter Fun Day was held January 19 at Valley View Golf Course in Appledale. The event included sledding,
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, a story walk, a nature scavenger hunt, a colouring contest, and a bonfire.

for Literacy (CBAL). CBAL is
providing a story walk, crafts, and
prizes at the library on Saturday,
February 1 between 10 am and 1
pm.

On Thursday, February 6,
CJ MacKinnon will be reading
from her latest novel The Margo
Chronicles Too. Join us on a return
trip to Margo’s world with the
author.

February 14 is a perfect time to
warm one’s heart, and an excellent
option is ‘Words and Music to
Warm the Heart’ at the library at 7
pm. Everyone is cordially invited
to attend this free event and be
nurtured by words of wisdom,
beauty, and comfort accompanied

by music provided by Miranda
Hughes on violin and Rachelle
Champagne on recorder.

The audience will be treated to
readings from Braiding Sweetgrass
by Robin Wall Kimmerer, The
Desire to Paint by Charles
Beaudelaire, The Merchant of
Venice and more. Presenters will
read excerpts from their chosen
poem, play, essay, or book and
provide information about the
author.

The music will include Mozart’s
playful, childlike love, Eccles and
Johow’s examples of yearning,
enduring love and companionship,
and Elgar and Handle’s gift of tango
and passionate love — all parts of

love’s winding path. This promises
to be an interesting, moving and
fun evening, with refreshments too.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Considering
Community Service?

Consider Nakusp Rotary

Call Sarah
for Details:
250-265-0002
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Joins our local
communities in wishing
everyone a happy and
healthy Minor Hockey
Week!!!

Go Falcons!

Go Winterhawks!

Nakusp Falcons U15: Back row - Zac Wethal, Sophia Skelton, taysen Smith, lane Roger, Robert Holland, Hunter
Rosin, Ryder Laybourne, Hudson Gascon, Tyson Austin, Lavina Toporowski, Steve Gascon and Aiden Hascarl.
Front row - Jaxx Edwards, Levi Blair, Tatum Dieterman, Jonah Fizzard, Noah Wethal, Kachis Hand, Cheyenne
Laybourne and Lincoln Gascon. Missing - On ice volunteers/coaches Dave Roger, Dustin Blair, Jesse Edwards.

Everyday
is a great
day to play
hockey!
Hats off to
all our minor hockey players!

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

Proudly Supporting
Minor Hockey!

Building Memories and
Dreams for a Lifetime

422 Front Street * Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594

Nakusp Falcons U11: Front row - Ashton Ruse, Walker Cowan, Liam Struck, Finnley Vibe-Coleman, Sophia
Miner, Ben Reidiger, Maxon Jones, Xander Edwards, Grady Humphreys. Back row - Kait Wethal, Luca Butcher,
Sawyer Gascon, Taylor Struck, Brianna Blair, Adalyn Leonard, Tenley Roger, Bryn Wethal, Audrey Low, Aubrey
Coates, Ryan Struck, Anthony Cowan. Missing - Theoren Burch, Gabriella Cook, Ryker Hewko.

Kaslo Winterhawks U13: Head coach - Sarah Burns, Assistant Coach -Shad Wilson. Back
row - Onyx McKarmic, Lochlan Dube, Ronin Dube, Ella Kinnear, Keana Kristianson. Front row
-Lily Thomson, Brennan Barschel, Elwood Hinrichs, Trey Dufort. Goalie - Kaeda Dube.

Nakusp Falcons U7 and U9: Back - Coaches Brodie Yano, Bryan Hewat and Jamie Coates. Missing - Dylan

Hascarl and Dani Hascarl. Back row - Laiken Volansky, Thomas Riediger, Lawson Coates, Dawson Delaney,

Hudson Hewat, Easton Roger, Mayson Laybourne, Jordan Porter, Lincoln Cain, Walker Ainsworth, Victor Sikora,

Beau Mervyn. Front row - Lincoln Perehudoff, Lily Mervyn, Emma Riediger, Asher Britton, Everett Coates,
Kobe Delaney, Colt Hascarl, Mika Yano.

Play for the love of the game!

95-6th Ave NW » Nakusp
250-265-4155 « www.kaltire.com

The Village of
Kaslo celebrates
our young hockey

players during

Minor Hockey

Week

Play hard, play fair,
have fun!

Play for the love
of the game!
Minor Hockey
Week 2025

Thank you to all players for
playing safe!
Celebrating Minor Hockey Week 2025
Steve Morissette, MLA

Kootenay Monashee

1-888-755-0556 o katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca « www.katrineconroy.ca

Kaslo Winterhawks U11: Assistant Coach - Erin Gillies, Head coach - Scott Gillies, Safety

person - James Danby, Assistant coach - Mike Scott. Back row - Sawyer Kroetsch, Cailen

Scott, Griffin Gillies, Adam Matthews, Jack Walker, Hudson Danby, Theo Carlson. Front row

- Bodyn Gillies, Carter Matthews, Madison Kristianson, Fen Bunney, Maverick Chatfield, Will
Danby, Tomo Heide. Goalie -Piper Wiens. Missing - Theodore Howes.

Kaslo Winterhawks U9: Assistant Coach - Alastair McKay, Coach - Jason Turner, Assistant
Coach - Drew Carnegie, Coach - Cal Walker. Back row - Wolfgang Weaver, Harvey Gingerich,
Rory Turner, Tess Dufort, Everleigh Walker, Ember Aasen, Eric Bunney. Front row - Carson

Carnegie, Iver McKay, Oakley Gillies, Gabe Howes. Eva Holden, Mina LeBlanc, Mazie Carlson.

Kaslo Winterhawks U7: Head Coach - Andrea Reimer, Assistant coach - Jason Turner.

Back row - Evi LeBlanc, Eddy Bunney, Carter McFadden, Mary Frankson, Bjorn Gainer,

Brinley Turner, Sloan Mitson. Front row-Zachary Chomitz, Mya Brenton. Missing: Gilbert
Fraissard, Iseult Miller-Cross.
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by Zac Wethal, president

The 2024/25 season has
been a great one for Nakusp
Minor Hockey! We have 60+
players working their crafts
with teams in the U7/9, U11,
and Ul15 categories with the
U1l and U15 teams competing
in the West Kootenay minor
hockey league.

U7/9 Falcons visited
Nelson for their lone
tournament of the season,
where the kids competed
their hearts out and went
undefeated. They are a
talented group that simply
love the game and that shines
through with every game and
practice they partake in. The
youngest Falcons have played
against teams from Kaslo,
Nelson and Revelstoke.

Ull Falcons hosted
a tournament, and have
travelled to Castlegar and
Vernon for tournaments, as
well. They have a very big
team, sporting 21 players.
Each and every last player
has shown tremendous
improvement from the start
of the season to this point, and
we are not expecting them to
slow down. The U11 Falcons
will be hosting playoffs in
Nakusp February 21-23.

U15 Falcons have turned a
corner and currently sit atop the
West Kootenay league. They

2 our minor hockey
players and all
the coaches,
officials and
fans who work
so hard to
support
them!
Kaslo Building
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo * 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com

I MINOR HOCKEY

Nakusp Minor Hockey 2024/25

hosted a home tournament,
while also travelling to
Castlegar where the team won
their first-ever tournament
championship! They will be
heading to Kamloops for their
last tournament of the year
February 7-9. The Falcons

team will compete in playoffs
in Castlegar February 21-23.

A huge thank you to all
the volunteers that help our
minor hockey run, but an even
bigger hoorah for the coaches
and managers. Without you
out there inspiring, teaching

Play hard.
Have fun.
Drink water!

Play for
the love of
the game!
Minor Hockey Week 2025

New Market
Foods

518 6th Ave
New Denver
250-358-2270

The Nakusp U15 team takes a moment to celebrate their big win at the Castlegar tournament.

Hockey helps
kids learn
teamwork

and leading these youth, none
of this happens.

U7/9 coaches Jamie
Coates, Brodie Yano, Danielle
Hascarl, and manager Charly
Sikora. Ul1l coaches Ryan
Struck, Kaitlyn Wethal,
Anthony Cowan and manager

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2025!

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205
405-4th St. « Kaslo

Pre-game eats, or post practice food? Try our kitchen!!

Thanks to all the players,
coaches, officials and fans
for supporting
hockey in our
community!

Play Hard, Play Fair,
Have Fun!

Enjoy Minor Hockey
Week

Box Lake
Lumber

Nakusp ¢ 265-4767

Celebrating Minor
Hockey Week 2025

Have Fun!
Play Safe!

404 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

Practice good
sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!

Galena Contractors
Nakusp ¢ 250-265-4100
www.galenacontractors.com

Hockey builds
character!

Minor
Hockey
builds spirit!

MADDEN TIMBER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Celebrating the young
athletes in our community!
Minor Hockey Week, 2025

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

., 15

Sarah Blair. U15 coaches Zac
Wethal, Steve Gascon, Jesse
Edwards, Dustin Blair, Aidan
Hascarl, trainer Dave Roger,
and manager Tracy Rempel.

Minor Hockey builds
character!

411 Hall Street ¢ Nelson, BC
250-352-6261

Practice good
sportsmanship in

both hockey and

u

Crescent Bay

Construction Ltd.
Nakusp 250-265-3747 creshay@telus.net

Minor Hockey teaches
important life lessons - in
sportsmanship,
teamwork &
perseverance

433 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

The door to success is often locked.

One of the keys to that lock is
teamwork, on the ice and off.

Best wishes to all our great
local teams for

Minor Hockey

Week.

HUB International
o 401-6th Ave * New Denver, BC

250-358-2617
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RDCK board, January 16: Sue Big Oil asks regional district to join the cause

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Greg Amos, Therin Rhaintre, and
Andrew Gage, members of the Sue
Big Oil West Kootenay campaign,
appeared before the RDCK board,
requesting that the RDCK join the
initiative to work with other local
governments to sue global fossil fuel
companies.

The goal: to make the world’s
largest oil companies pay a fair share
of the costs associated with climate
change.

Local governments are asked
to allocate at least $1 per resident to
fund a class action lawsuit. Though
the “first of its kind” in Canada, US
states have had success with these
types of campaigns, said Amos. Sue
Big Oil hopes to raise a minimum of
$500,000 to fund the lawsuit.

The West Kootenay team said
that climate adaptation and recovery
from extreme weather events are
creating extra expenses for local
governments.

“There’s always going to be some
portion of that cost that we will have
to cover from our tax dollars at the
regional district level,” said Rhaintre.

In February 2024, the Village of
Slocan passed aresolution and became
the first interior municipality to
participate in Sue Big Oil, contributing
$379 to the cause. Rhaintre said over
500 British Columbians have signed
the declaration.

Areal Director Andy Davidoff is
working on a motion to bring forward
at the February board meeting. The
RDCK would become the tenth local
government to join, said Amos.

Amos is a data analyst, Rhaintre
is a local lawyer, and Gage is a
representative of West Coast
Environmental Law, the campaign’s
secretariat.

Rural homelessness

Jayme Jones, researcher with
Selkirk College, invited the regional
district to partner with the college on
a proposed new project to address
rural homelessness in the West
Kootenays.

Stories to Solutions would use an
innovative new study methodology
called participatory narrative inquiry
(PND).

People use stories to make sense
of complex issues, said Jones, with
homelessness being a particularly
intricate issue. Sharing stories fosters
connection and empathy, and reveals
patterns to encourage community-
supported, evidence-based decision
making.

“PNI helps determine what
interventions or actions have the best
chance of moving forward,” she said.

The RDCK was a community
partner on Selkirk’s previous study,
Bridging Rural Homelessness and
Well-Being. Research from this

project highlighted the urgency and
scale of the issue and that many
people want to share stories — not
just people with lived experience, but
also businesses, local governments,
and service providers.

Selkirk College is seeking
funding from the Social Science
and Humanities Research Council
of Canada (SSHRC) Community
and College Social Innovation Fund.

The board directed the chair
to write a letter of support for the
project on behalf of the RDCK. No
decision on partnership or funding
supports was made at this time.
Winlaw recycling depot
closes

The board decided to permanently
close the Winlaw Recycling Depot.

The recommendation was made
by the West Resource Recovery
Committee “in consideration of
taxation reduction,” said Area H
Director Walter Popoff, chair of the
committee.

A system efficiency study
completed by GHD Limited found
that the depot is one of three that
receives less than 50 kilograms of
material per hour of operation — the
Riondel and Kokanee Park Marina
depots are the other two.

The RDCK procured GHD for
the study in September 2023. The
consultant identified that closing
the three facilities could reduce
costs — $120,000 a year, or 10% of
the RDCK’s budget for recycling
services.

All three depots are now
permanently closed. They were all
20-minute drives from other RDCK
facilities that accept a wider range of
recyclable materials.

ReDi grant policy

Directors gave feedback to
staff on a new policy governing
administration of Columbia Basin
Trust’s ReDi grant program.

The last policy was adopted in
2009 and does not reflect current
program delivery. Changes will
include aligning the policy with
the RDCK’s funding agreement
obligations with CBT; describing the
roles and responsibilities of RDCK
directors; clarifying eligibility
criteria for proposed projects; and
defining minimum requirements
for local selection committees and
community input.

Staff will revise the policy based
on directors’ feedback and bring it to
the board for adoption in February.
Grants

Eight groups in the Valley
Voice readership received either
a discretionary or community
development grant:

Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Department Society ($950 for local
burn pile cleanup); Slocan Park

PHOTO CREDIT: GARY DAVIDSON

Community Hall Society ($1,200
for the winter carnival); Kootenay
Emergency Response Physicians
Association ($5,000 to support
essential operations); Lardeau Valley
Opportunity LINKS Society ($5,000
to support the grid stability project);
Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski
Club ($800 for volunteer ski trail
groomer training); Burton and
Edgewood Elementary School
($3,975 for skiing at Summit Lake);
Fauquier Care Society ($800 for an
evening social); and Chanterelles
Choir ($1,700 for the youth choir).
Community Works
Fund

The Community Works Fund
has new eligibility requirements
for projects managed by a third

party, such as societies that operate
community halls, community water
systems, recreation services, and
local telecom infrastructure.
Representatives from the Union
of BC Municipalities (UBCM),
which administers the fund in BC,
made a presentation clarifying the
changes at the RDCK’s Rural Affairs
Committee meeting on January 15.
The delegation explained that the
provincial and federal governments
prioritize local government-
owned infrastructure projects for
Community Works funding, but in
BC, regional districts often rely on
third parties to provide services.
UBCM found that in BC, the CWF
funds about 300 third party-owned
projects annually —compared to only
one funded in the last 10 years in all

other provinces combined.

To ensure that the Fund can
still support third-party projects
while also complying with federal
and provincial priorities, UBCM
negotiated four new requirements
that third parties must meet to remain
eligible for funding:

The project must be identified
as a priority in a local government
long-term plan; The project is not
prioritized over a local government-
owned project; The project is
supported by asset management by
the third party; The project meets
reporting criteria.

At the December regular
meeting, the board directed staff
to revise the RDCK’s Community
Works Fund (CWF) policy to align
with the new requirements.

Nakusp Christmas Bird Count results

submitted by Gary Davidson

In last week’s Valley Voice,
results of the Slocan Lake and the
Lardeau Christmas Bird Counts
(CBC) were reported. The Nakusp
count was conducted just one day
after the Slocan Lake count and
produced quite different results.
The species count for the Slocan
Lake count was quite low, whereas
Nakusp was just one off its all-time
high count.

In Nakusp, 50 species and 1,518
individual birds were counted this
year. The average is 42 species and
1,444 individuals. There are multiple
reasons for the ever-changing
numbers. This year, for example,
both Box Lake and Summit Lake
were not frozen. This allowed for
several waterfowl species to linger
much later into the season than
they normally would. This alone
would account for Nakusp’s higher

species count this year. The number
of individuals varies greatly with the
absence or presence of the winter
flocking species. For example,
Pine Siskin numbers have varied
between zero and 2,060 over the
years. Similarly, Common Redpolls
have varied from zero to 991 and
Bohemian Waxwings from zero to
995. Clearly these species alone
can hugely affect the total number
of individuals.

Nakusp recorded two species not
observed on any of the previous 47
Nakusp CBCs: Great Grey Owl and
Snow Goose.

Nakusp’s full list: Snow Goose 4,
Canada Goose 144, Trumpeter Swan
7, Mallard 26, Greater Scaup 0,
Bufflehead 222, Common goldeneye
11, Barrow’s Goldeneye 8, Hooded
merganser 6, Common merganser
25, Red-breasted Merganser 1,
duck species 5, Ruffed Grouse 1,

Common Loon 1, Horned Grebe
141, Western Grebe 1, Bald Eagle
9, Red-tailed Hawk 3, Killdeer 5,
Wilson’s Snipe 7, American Herring
Gull 1, Eurasian Collared Dove
2, Northern Pygmy Owl 4, Great
Grey Owl 1, Downy Woodpecker
2, Northern Flicker 49, Pileated
Woodpecker 2, Steller’s Jay 47,
American Crow 42, Common Raven
123, Black-capped Chickadee 121,
Mountain Chickadee 8, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee 63, Red-breasted
Nuthatch 57, Brown Creeper 6,
Pacific Wren 3, American Dipper
3, Golden-crowned Kinglet 14,
Townsend’s Solitaire 1, American
Robin 7, Varied Thrush 8, European
Starling 71, Song Sparrow 23,
White-throated Sparrow 2, Dark-
eyed Junco 8, Pine Grosbeak 20,Red
Crossbill 3, Common Redpoll 1,Pine
Siskin 147, American Goldfinch 64,
Evening Grosbeak 2.

A Trumpeter Swan counted in Nakusp’s Christmas Bird Count this year.



January 30,2025 The Valley Voice

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Residents of Kaslo continue to
express their concerns to the Village
regarding the South Beach RV park
proposal and land exchange. The latest
round included a delegation from the
South Beach Working Group during a
Committee of the Whole Meeting on
January 13.

Donald Scarlett took to the floor
on behalf of the working group, whose
primary point of order is with the
Village’s Official Community Plan
(OCP) and a development permit area
called the lakefront protection DPA.

Finalized in 2022, the OCP includes
four DPAs that describe guidelines and
limitations for development within each
area.

Scarlett explained that one such
guideline for lakefront protection DPAs—
of which part of South Beach lies within
—is that “development in the DPA, from
Moyie Beach, east and south to beyond
the mouth of Kaslo River except for the
Logger Sports ground, shall be limited
to passive recreational amenities, such
as walking and multi use trails, natural
parks areas, non-motorized pleasure craft
launches, and park benches” (16.4.3,
paragraph 4).

I KASLO & AREA I 17
Kaslo’s South Beach: the working group, the OCP, and legal access

The group argues that the proposed
RV park falls within the lakefront
protection DPA, bringing its potential
into legal question.

“An OCP carries legal weight and
may restrict zoning and development
decisions,” he said. “The proposed strata-
title RV park development as presented to
the public on November 29,2023 clearly
violates the development restrictions set
out in Kaslo’s OCP.”

Council also heard delegations from
Anne Malik, Bill Wells, and Jim Holland.

Malik further elaborated on the OCP.
She highlights the lakefront protection
DPA, community values, reconciliation,
and the definition of passive recreational
uses.

Wells addressed the ongoing flood
hazard in Kaslo. Much of the South
Beach property is in the Kaslo River
floodplain and along the lakeshore of
Kootenay Lake.

Wells spoke to flood events in the
past 100 years, exacerbated by “changed
weather behaviour caused by a warming
climate.”

“The frequency of these events will
continue to be predictably unpredictable,
and they are measurably more frequent
than in times past,” he said. “The highest
and best use for a beach subject to

Kaslo council, January 14: Village to participate
in wood smoke reduction program

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will participate in
the 2025 Community Wood Smoke
Reduction Program.

The program is an initiative of the
Province and the Lung Association of
BC, and provides financial incentive
to replace pre-1994 uncertified
wood stoves or inserts with new,
locally purchased, certified heating
appliances.

The grant offers $600 for EPA or
CSA certified wood stoves, $1,000 for
cleaner burning appliances (i.e. pellet
stoves), and $1,500 for electric heat
pumps. Only one rebate is permitted
per property.

The Village will offer an
additional $100 to five properties in
the municipality; uptake is year’s past
has been one or two.

More information is available on
the RDCK website.

RCMP quarterly update

Corporal Harland Venema of the
Kaslo RCMP appeared before council
with quarterly crime statistics and an
update on police officer recruitment.

Constable Wilson recently
transferred to Kimberley, and the
Kaslo detachment is looking for a
replacement. Venema said there’s
already been strong interest; applicants
are drawn to the Kaslo and North
Kootenay Lake lifestyle. Venema will
make the final call and is looking to
create a well-balanced team.

As for crime statistics, in October,
November, and December 2024, there
were 66 calls for service in Kaslo, 65
calls south of Kaslo to Balfour, and
39 calls north of Kaslo. There were
three assaults, two auto thefts, one
theft from a motor vehicle, and four
motor vehicle collisions.

25 calls were related to mental
health — a “significant” increase from
13 in the last quarter of 2023, noted
Venema. He said they are aware and
mediating it as best they can.

12 files involved drugs/alcohol,
while 37 calls had to do with the
Criminal Code (property, persons/
violent, and other).

Records management

Council gave three readings to a
new records management bylaw.

The bylaw will bring the Village’s
records management system into
alignment with industry standards.
Once adopted, staff can retire the
outdated filing system and begin
developing a new one.

Staff based the bylaw on a model
presented in the Local Government
Management Association’s Records
Management Manual. The manual
offers guidance on best practices for
local governments.

Council identified records
management as a matter of importance
in its 2025-26 Strategic Priorities,
approved in November 2024.

The current bylaw was adopted
in 1997.

repeated flooding is to be a beach. .. The
highest and best use of a riparian area is
to be part of the river bed.”

Holland reiterated the idea that the
proposal is not in line with the OCP,
Village bylaws, or provincial legislation.
Legal access

The first step towards realizing the
RV park is a land exchange between
the Village and landowner, Quality
Property Developments. The Village
would dispose of road allowances within
South Beach to QP, and purchase some
of QP’s land in the riparian area along
Kaslo River. Without obtaining the road
allowances, QP would not be able to
rezone, subdivide, and proceed with
development.

However, the land exchange doesn’t
mean that the RV park is an automatic go.

“I think an important aspect for
council and the public to understand is
that, as a council, we put great importance
on the ability for the public to be able to
access South Beach,” said Councillor
Matthew Brown at the January 14 regular
meeting. “Right now, [the public] doesn’t
actually have legal access to South
Beach. This land transfer is the first time
that we’ve been offered an opportunity
to be able to have [public] access along

the river and down to the lake.”

Councillor Brown worried that
turning down the land exchange could
mean losing access to South Beach
completely.

“We may not, but that is something
that’s really important to consider. .. [The
land exchange] doesn’t necessarily mean
that a strata-title RV park needs to be built
there, but I think it’s important to keep at
the front of our minds at all times, that
the opportunity to be able to have legal
access to South Beach for the first time in
avery, very long time, is actually a great
benefit to the community.”

Council is still holding a decision
on the purchase and sale agreement in
abeyance. CAO Robert Baker said the
staff report on January 28 will contain
answers to some of council’s questions,
as well as assessments that have been
performed so far.

Coverage of the January 28 meeting
did not align with press time for this issue
of Valley Voice; details to come in the
February 13 issue.

Until then, the staff report can be
viewed at kaslo.ca/p/council-meetings.

All other relevant documents
relating to the proposal can be viewed
at kaslo.ca/p/land-use-development.

Since 1986
Remember Figments for Nelson

Chocofellar, Valentine’s cards, and

a great gift selection.
Open Tuesday-Saturday.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

s

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily

* Fresh & Frozen Seafood

* Freezer Packs

* Deli Sandwiches to go

* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage

* Smoked Salmon

* Awesome Beef Jerky

¢ Custom Cutting

\- Weekly Instore Specials
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Nakusp council, January 13: 6.7% tax increase budgeted for 2025

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council had a first look at the
2025 provisional operating budget,
which includes a 6.7% tax hike. The
proposed increase is 1.7% higher
than the 5% anticipated in last year’s
five-year financial plan.

Director of Finance Mark
Tennant explained that a 5% increase
is needed to maintain existing
service levels due to inflation,
while 1.7% would go towards the
Recreation Clerk position. The
position was added in 2024 to
support the operations departments,
and was funded by the COVID Safe
Restart grant. Moving forward, the
wages for the position will be made
up of taxes and surplus.

Water rates are budgeted to
increase 5%, and sewer rates 7%,
to offset increasing costs and
contributions to reserves. The
Village plans to add $303,035 to
the water reserve, and $105,814 to
the sewer reserve in 2025. Tennant
noted in his report that there are
unusual operating expenses this
year — $50,000 for sewer treatment
plant consultant costs and $100,00
to desludge the lagoons — that would
otherwise be added to reserves.

The hot springs gave council
most pause for discussion. Its
revenues are budgeted to decrease
5% from 2024; last year, revenues
didn’t meet the budget because
there were less pool admissions than
anticipated. Staff still expects the
hot springs to make a small profit
this year, but mostly because staff

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0

KITTENS READY FOR
THEIR FOREVER

HOMES NOW!
PALS kittens are about 6 months
old. “Robin”, is a cute, dilute-Sia-
mese, male. Maybe “Grey Dove”,
a soft grey female, manx beauty,
is the companion you’re looking
for. Phone PALS at 250-265-3792
to find out which of our sweet,
playful kittens is right for you.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp

(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

shortages will decrease expenses.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-
Caux had concerns that the hot
springs is not living up to its revenue-
generating potential.

“What I would like to see is even
just a preliminary study on whether
or not it’s worth investing any money
in the hot springs,” he said. “Other
revenue-generating properties that
we have — like the marina, the
campground, the arena — we should
really be trying to maximize the
financial utility of these assets.”

The rest of council agreed;
making the most of these assets has
the potential to reduce taxation for
residents.

“There’s two ways [of lowering
taxes],” said McLaren-Caux. “I
don’t think we want to drop our
service [levels] —so let’s make more
money.”

Tennant said creating a plan for
the hot springs could be added to the
budget. Staff will bring it back to
council in late March or early April.

Councillor Mason Hough was
absent for this meeting of council.

Sports complex committee

The Village is looking for a new
member for the Nakusp and District
Sports Complex Usage Committee
after existing member, Amy Blatz,
provided notice of resignation.

“It has been an honour to serve
our community alongside such a
dedicated group of individuals,”
reads Blatz’s resignation letter.
“Please know that I remain a strong
advocate for the initiatives and
visions of the committee and will
continue to support its efforts in any
way I can as acommunity member.”

Blatz is president of the Arrow
Lakes Gymnastics Club, which
has been “bringing new life and
programming into the auditorium
space” of the sports complex.

The committee’s purpose is to
actively and directly engage with the
public to find out their preferences
for how the complex can be used.

CMH airport lease

Canadian Mountain Holiday
Inc. (CMH) was granted a five-year
lease to operate an airport hangar
and helicopter flight business at the
airport. CMH will pay $4,500 for
2025, with a 3% annual increase.

CMH has held a lease with the
Village since 1999. A notable change
in this term’s lease is the addition
of fuel storage and fuel sales to BC
Wildfire Service as an allowable use
of the leased land. This is current
practice, but was not detailed in
previous leases.

CMH offers heli-skiing tours
and is based out of the Lodge at
Arrow Lakes.

Universal water
metering

PHOTO CREDIT: SKYE CUNNINGHAM

The Village will express interest
in the Province’s Universal Water
Metering pilot program.

If it all shakes out, the program
would see the Province paying
for installation of water meters
throughout the Village.

Universal water meters are
similar to modern electrical meters
and are read remotely. Customers
are then billed for their actual water
consumption.

In a 2014 metering assessment
report, the Village calculated an
annual cost of $25,000 to operate

water meters. Metering may help the
Village use less water, which could
potentially save $10,000 in treatment
materials and electricity, bringing
down the annual cost to $15,000.
Chlorine analyzers

The Village will purchase two
Endress + Hauser chlorine analyzers
for the water treatment plant for
$30,500.

Chlorine analyzers measure
and log the chlorine residual in the
treated water as it enters the drinking
water system. This helps operators
adjust chlorine dosing to align with
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Interior Health regulations.

The current MicroChem?2
analyzers have been causing trouble
for operators. The detection probe
goes off more than it should, the
sensor is tricky to clean, and the
electrolyte mixture that needs
replacing can be easily spoiled.
Overall, maintenance is expensive
and complicated.

Though the Endress + Hausers
are more expensive than new
MicroChem?2s, they are simpler to
run, less expensive to maintain, and
more reliable.

Edgewood internet service transferred to Columbia Wireless

by Jan McMurray

One of the last small, rural non-
profit internet service providers in
BC has given up the ghost.

After a very difficult year last
year, the Edgewood Community
Internet Society has passed on its
Inonoaklin Edgewood Broadband
(IEB) service to Columbia Wireless
out of Nelson.

“We were hoping some funding
would come through so we could
keep our service, but it seems the
universe wouldn’t allow that,” said
Carlene Enge, president of the
Edgewood Community Internet
Society. “But in the end, Columbia
Wireless really came through for
the communities we served, and the
transition was seamless due to the
professionalism of both ISP teams.”

The problems began in May last
year, when IEB’s network engineer
contacted Enge to tell her there was no
power at the society’s infrastructure
on Goat Mountain, affecting not
only the internet service, but also
CBC radio. The CBC transmitter had
been installed on the society’s Goat
Mountain tower years before.

The society investigated the
power problem and discovered that
a transformer had blown up.

As a temporary solution, the
society was able to keep the internet
running with their backup propane
system, installed in fall 2023 with
funding from Columbia Basin Trust
and the Northern Development

Initiative Trust. However, they
could not afford to power the CBC
transmitter, which was an older
model and not energy efficient.
The arrangement with CBC was
that CBC provided the transmitter
and the society picked up the costs.
“We were spending $2,000-$3,000
a month on propane and it would
have been double that with the CBC
transmitter,” Enge explained.

The society ended up running
the internet service on propane from
May through November, and during
that period, they were able to run the
CBC radio service from time to time,
Enge said.

Area K Director Teresa
Weatherhead, receiving queries
from residents about the lack of
CBC Radio, came up with some
RDCK funding to help replace
the transformer. “But when it got
installed, there was still no power,”
Enge said, “so we dug up the power
line and tested it, and found out there
were multiple breakages in the cable
going up to Goat. So at the end of the
day, it was a huge project that we
could never afford.”

Weatherhead said the society got
a quote of over $400,000 to replace
the three-kilometre electrical line, so
she suggested the society consider
transferring ownership to a private
company. “Columbia Wireless out
of Nelson is locally owned and
operated, and has a good business
model that is suitable for the internet

service in Edgewood, so they were
a great choice,” Weatherhead said.
“And in that negotiation, Columbia
Wireless gladly stepped in to take on
the CBC Radio service, too.”

CBC sent a new, more energy-
efficient transmitter, and the radio
service was back online on January
6 this year.

Enge said the Edgewood society
had been “very optimistic” about their
future — they had recently upgraded
the road up to the infrastructure on
Goat Mountain and had installed
a second tower there. They also
put in a small solar backup system
last summer to try to cut down on
propane costs. At their peak, they
served 254 households in Edgewood,
Fauquier, Whatshan, and Needles.
“So we’re a bit sad about this, but
look forward to new beginnings in
2025,” Enge said.

The Edgewood Community
Internet Society formed in 2000,
along with many other non-profit
ISPs in BC including in Burton, Trout
Lake, Fauquier, Kaslo and Silverton,
under the government’s ‘Connecting
Communities — Bridging the Digital
Divide in Rural and Remote Areas’
program. The Kaslo infoNet Society
is now the only one of these left
standing.

“I’'m very grateful that the society
did what they did for 24 years,” said
Weatherhead. “It’s astonishing what
these volunteers have done over the
years!”

RDCK Area K Director Teresa Weatherhead (representing NACFOR) presents Bob Ruttenberg and Mike Webster (representing Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation) with a $7,922.08 donation towards the 2024 Light Up our Hospital Lights equipment fundraiser. They are joined by Pat Judd

of the NACFOR Board of Directors.



January 30,2025 The Valley Voice

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

CBAL CYBER SENIORS (WINLAW):
Free monthly tech support for seniors starts
Friday, January. 31, at Pharatree (Spicer
Centre). Call 250-274-6949.

CBAL TECH TIME (SLOCAN): Free
weekly tech support for seniors. Mondays,
January 27-March 31, Learning Centre
WEGCSS. Call 250-274-6949.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

NEW DENVER AND AREA
HOUSING SOCIETY IS SEEKING A
CONSULTANT: The society has recently
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completed building the Osprey Residence,
a 10-unit affordable housing complex,
under a BC Housing program. The society
would now like to explore options, and
the feasibility of developing other types of
affordable housing projects. We are seeking
aconsultant to develop a Feasibility Report
to inform our future Affordable Housing
Strategy. For more information on the
terms of work, please visit www.ndahs.
org. Deadline for Proposals is February
13 at4 pm.
[ADRTAN DUPUIS: Tt is with great]
sadness we announce the passing of
Adrian Dupuis on January 17, 2025.
Please join us on Saturday, February 1,
2025 at Nakusp Legion Hall at 2 pm for a
Celebration of his life. As we say farewell
to Adrian, we welcome you to share any
brief stories or memories you may have.
In lieu of any flowers, please make a
donation to Nakusp Minor Hockey
Association or Nakusp Conservation
Club (Rod & Gun) Association in his
honour.

-The Dupuis Families
GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

WINTER WARM UP @ SLOCAN PARK
HALL, 3036 Hwy 6, Slocan Park. Sunday
February 2, 10 am-2 pm. Vendors, silent
auction, snow related activities, skating
rink. Family event. Kitchen open for lunch.

SLOCAN LAKE GARDENSOCIETY
will hold the Society’s 2025 AGM at 1 pm
on Sunday, February 23 at Knox Hall, 521
6th Avenue, New Denver, BC. Members
are encouraged to attend in order to
vote on an important special resolution
regarding changes to the Society’s
constitution. Membership renewals, plans
for the Garden in 2025, a “FireSmart
Landscaping” discussion and delicious
refreshments will all be available.
SENIORS’ SOCIAL: Coffee’s on!!!
Slocan Park Community Hall. Tuesdays 10
am - Noon. February 4, 11, 25.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday February 22 at the Slocan Valley
Legion, 502 Harold Street, Slocan. 6:30 pm
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance Tickets must
be reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.
com or phoning 250-355-2672 or purchased
at Sunday Night Music Jams or Mountain
Valley Station in Slocan. BC Gaming rules
will apply. We look forward to seeing you!
FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 107, 157,207,
24°,40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

BABY CHANGE TABLE/DRESSER
- Nice dark wood piece of furniture, but
one of three drawers is broken. Located in
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. Make
an offer. 250-358-7215.
FIFTH WHEEL FRAME - Located in
Rosebery, just north of New Denver. 250-
358-7215.
SINGLE BED FRAME, wooden. Free!
Come pick up in the Voykin subdivision at
the junction. 250-359-0166.
HELP WANTED
PHARMACY KA . _ e p
wanted - front store customer service
representative/cashier, permanent full-
time position. We offer a living wage,
health benefits and a great team to
work with. Please send inquiries to
kaslopharm@gmail.com attention Ward.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca
or 250-358-7828.
LOST WALLET. Kathy Wyman, call
Tabitha Archer at 403-669-0853.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: Nakusp, 778-549-3110; New
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-

551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you
can receive free, confidential support by
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to
your local emergency room for confidential
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

truggles into strengths. Get real-life resulty

ith games-based training. Have fun, lea
ots. www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE
NG FOR A P 0

L AND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!

HOME FOR SALE by owner. Two storeys,
custom built with attached five-car garage
on one acre in Nakusp, BC. The price is
variable. For more information and/or arrange
a viewing, call Ernie at 250-265-8943.
ELITE CLEANERS: Start fresh in 2025.
Call or Text 250-551-2838. Best Cleaners in
the Kootenays!!! Visit www elite-cleaners-
online.com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, Indian
and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-1977 Ford Bronco,
houses and farms. Also looking for old metal
signs. Cash buyer. Please call 250-299-9841.
MEN - HELP MAKE HISTORY by testing
a male contraceptive! Must be ready to be a
father. Contact Chris 250-777-2203.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME - GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Your ad could
be here for only

$12.00 + GST

+ CONSTRUCTION
- RENOVATIONS

- LIGHTING UPGRADES

- SERVICE UPGRADES

- SOLAR INSTALLATION

- OFF GRID SYSTEMS
DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

TSBC LEL0213780

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email creshay@telus.net

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 151

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.

Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Even small ads

get noticed in the
Valley Voice.
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Writing marathon set to run at Taghum Hall

submitted

Taghum Hall invites writers
to come out of the garret and
into something more convivial
on the weekend of February 22
and 23. Write Off the Bat! is an
on-site writing marathon, a juried
competition, and a chance to hang
with fellow writers — and get
fed! The weekend’s supportive
environment includes morning pep-
talks from celebrated local authors,
a delicious lunch each day, plus

snacks, coffee and tea.

At Write Off the Bat!,
participants will create new writing
that speaks to this year’s theme,
to be revealed at the start. Writers
can address the theme in any
genre: fiction, creative nonfiction,
poetry, playwriting, or a creative
combination. The magic happens
between 9 am and 5 pm both days
at the hall, and writers are free to
keep writing from home between
the two sessions.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad could
be here for only

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN

old photo retouching

VISIT
abfoto.ca

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave * New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
¢ All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Happy New Year!

Winter Hours:
Tuesday — Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

$12.00 + GST

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50

COMMUNITY

There will be first-, second-,
and third-place prizes awarded.
Entries will be judged based on the
quality of the writing, originality,
and how well it responds to the
theme. Judging will be blind, with
nothing on the entry to identify
the writer. Partners Notably Books
and the Elephant Mountain Lit
Fest have contributed to the prize
packages, which also include a
cash award.

An awards night is planned

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

for Sunday, March 16 at 7 pm,
with remarks from the judges and
readings by the winners.

“The weekend is about the
process as much as the result,”
says organizer Anne DeGrace. “So
much of creative writing typically
takes place in isolation. It’s fun to
work amid a roomful of creative
souls, where a lot of good writing
tends to happen. And whether or not
a writer wins, a new piece of work
will be born, which is always cause

STUMP GRINDING)

AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote:
250-353-2414

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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for celebration.”

This is the second Write Off
the Bat! event at Taghum Hall. The
first took place in September 2023,
with 15 brave wordsmiths strapping
in for the ride. DeGrace hopes to
see even more turn out this time.
“It’s just such a great opportunity,”
she says.

Advance registration is
required. More information and
the registration link can be found at
www.taghumbhall.ca/events

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

+ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records ¢ Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$50
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Regional hospital board, January 22: New CT scanners coming to Nelson and Trail hospitals

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Interior Health is replacing the
CT scanners at Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital (KBRH) in Trail
and Kootenay Lake Hospital (KLH)
in Nelson.

Abig feature of the new scanners
is reduced radiation — the machines
can take better quality images with
less radiation. The scanners also have
enhanced cardiac exam capabilities
and artificial intelligence software.
The new scanners will replace

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

machines that are over 10 years old.

The project at KBRH will
cost about $3.7 million. Interior
Health is asking the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
(WKBRHD) to contribute $1.5
million, as part of its 2025/26 capital
funding request. The project includes
renovations to upgrade the area to
meet current radiation and ergonomic
safety standards.

The KLH project will cost $4.25
million and also includes building
renovations. IH is asking for $1.7

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Den-

250-358-7199

COMMUNITY

million from WKBRHD.

Todd Mastel, Corporate Director
of Business Operations, also
presented the rest of IH’s 2025/26
capital funding requests.

The total budget for the year is
$14.06 million, with IH requesting
that the hospital district contribute
$5.62 million. Last year, the district
contributed $2 million, and the year
prior it was $7.3 million.

The capital funding request
is divided into five categories:
construction projects over $100,000;

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

construction projects under $100,000;
IH-wide digital health services;
equipment over $100,000; and
equipment under $100,000.
New staff

Lannon de Best, Executive
Director of Clinical Operations, had
good news on recruitment: Interior
Health has hired 569 new staff in the
Kootenay Boundary region. de Best
said it’s really encouraging to see
that many full-time, part-time, and
casual clinical and support services
staff choosing careers in the region.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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De Best also highlighted that
staffing in the New Denver emergency
department has stabilized, thanks to
the initiative of Mayor Leonard
Casley. Services are continuing in a
much more reliable way, said de Best.
Minister and MLAs
invitation

The hospital board will invite
Minister of Health Josie Osborne,
Kootenay Central MLA Brittny
Anderson, and Kootenay-Monashee
MLA Steve Morissette to attend a
future WKBRHD board meeting.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts
Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available

Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.

250-551-8605

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
February 7,
2025

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office
located in Winlaw.
Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad
could be
here for

only $20.00
+ GST
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continued from page 3

addressed in the original hearing on the
cable ferries — “namely, the undisputed
fact that, without ferry service, these
communities are completely cut off from
the highway and from any amenities
other than the Procter General Store.”

The Harrop-Procter Ferry
Committee has also applied for standing
to be included in LRB hearings, in
an effort to ensure the board hears
about the impact on the community
of the decision to allow reduced cable
ferry sailings. HP Ferry Committee
Society president, Ina Pockrass, says
the application for standing and how
‘standing’ would be defined is entirely up
to the LRB. “There’s nothing right now
in Labour Code that gives the community
that’s affected materially by these
decisions any standing. This should be
automatic. There should be a change to
the legislation,and RDCK Director Andy
Davidoff has been pushing for this.”

Very real community impacts were
felt on January 15, when the Harrop-
Procter ferry broke down and there
was no service for 16 hours. “It was
frightening beyond words,” Pockrass
said. “We’re just lucky there was no
house fire or heart attack... and there
were people who had to sleep in their
cars because the ferry went down just
before midnight.”

The HP Ferry Committee quickly
posted a community impact survey
on its website, and had more than 250
responses within 24 hours. “Those
kinds of materials were submitted with
our application for standing, so when
LRB reviews them, they’ll see them,”
Pockrass said.

The HP Ferry Committee has hired
legal counsel; Glade has chosen not to.

Fundraising for both cable ferry
committees is ongoing. In its January

25 update to the community, the HP
Ferry Committee reported more than
$50,000 raised.

Committees in all three communities
— Glade, Harrop-Procter and the East
Shore — are working together. “We all
want the same thing and we’re working
together to figure it out and get it
enshrined in law,” said Pockrass. ... This
is essential service — how can it not be?
We have no other way out! How much
more essential can it get?”

Osprey issues

Megan Rokeby-Thomas, owner of
Ladybug Café at the ferry landing on the
East Shore, says the communities want
two things. “First, settle this strike right
now. It needs to stop. Second, legislation
needs to be put in place to declare all
inland ferries an essential service, similar
to coastal ferries, so nothing like this can
happen again.”

Rokeby-Thomas said the community
wants the workers to have great jobs
and a great work-life balance. “We’ve
said that from day one and we’ve been
working with them on changing their
schedule. ... but we do not support cutting
off our ferries. There is zero support for
cutting off our service.”

Osprey sailings were reduced on
November 3 last year. For the first
few weeks, there were three sailings
on weekdays only, and only ‘essential’
travellers were allowed on the ferry.
Rokeby-Thomas said the East Shore
community worked with Western Pacific
Marine to appeal that decision, and
gained some ground when the LRB
ruled to allow non-essential travellers
on the ferry if there was any room after
essential travellers had boarded. Now,
however, the union has asked the LRB
for a return to essential travellers only.

“The union’s reasoning is we’re not
being inconvenienced enough, so I think

February 26 6:30 pm
(doors open at 6:00)

Expansion Project.

of Upper Brouse Rd.

gmail.com

Public Consultation
Meeting

Seniors Hall, 210 8th Ave NW, Nakusp

Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski
Club Trail Expansion Plan
You are invited to attend and provide your

feedback at a public consultation meeting on
the Arrow Lakes Cross-Country Ski Club Trail

The new trails will add on to the current trails
at the Wensley Creek Recreation area at the end

If you are unable to attend and would like to pro-
vide feedback, please email us at alccsc.1988@
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Residents want an end to Kootenay Lake ferry strike

they just don’t know how much this is
affecting us,” said Rokeby-Thomas.
“We have people unable to go to work,
people who have to leave work early to
catch that last ferry at 4:30 and who are
losing wages because of that. We have
seniors cancelling medical appointments
that they’ve waited months for. We have
people who have moved, and families
thinking of moving away. We have kids
who can’t get to their sporting events.
Our community is really suffering
economically. I'm closed on weekends,
and another restaurant has just closed
and gone on holiday because they can’t
afford to be open. It’s been brutal for
everyone and we’re getting discouraged
because no one realizes that.”

Rokeby-Thomas says they’ve
reached out to local politicians and
everyone they can think of. They are very
pleased that MP Rob Morrison recently
took the issue to the Minister of Labour.
MLA Brittny Anderson is in touch with
the community, Rokeby-Thomas reports,
but says she can’t help because she can’t
interfere in a labour dispute.

“If everyone worked together — the
community, the government, the union
and Western Pacific Marine — we’d have
a solution that works for everyone. But
the union and WPM are saying they are
not allowed to talk because they are in
negotiations, and the government says
they are not allowed to talk because
the parties are in negotiations and the
community is saying, ‘We’re being
screwed! Who can we talk to? We want
to talk to everyone!™”

Union position

The union (BCGEU) held a rally on
January 22 at the Balfour ferry landing.
About 70 people attended, mostly
ferry workers, BCGEU members, and
members of other unions. Speakers
included executives from BCGEU and
a representative of Waterbridge Ferries,
the employer who negotiated a deal with
workers two weeks after they started a
strike on the Upper Arrow Lake ferries.

Many East Shore residents wanted
to attend the rally, but didn’t because of
the difficulty getting there and back, so
Crawford Bay resident Amanda Hulland
attended and filmed the rally for the
community.

At least one other East Shore
resident was in attendance, and created
adisturbance during one of the speeches
when he shouted out that he had lost
$5,000 in wages because of the strike.
He was escorted away by a group of
rally attendees.

Hulland was able to interview
Mike Fenton, local BCGEU union
representative, after the speeches.

Fenton told Hulland that Kootenay
Lake ferry workers are asking for the
same agreement that Upper Arrow ferry
workers negotiated with Waterbridge
Ferries, which is the industry standard.
The Waterbridge agreement increases
wages over three years, 12%-6%-5%,
and Fenton said WPM wants to pay

$20,000 less than that.

He explained that WPM negotiates
its contract with the Province before
negotiating the contract with the workers,
and the union would like that to change.
The union is insisting on a three-year
agreement so it can be negotiated before
WPM enters into its five-year agreement
with the Province. Fenton said WPM
wants a five-year contract with workers.

Fenton also said WPM is a large
enough company that they can withstand
a couple of years of paying higher
wages before they renegotiate with the
Province.

The workers were pushing for
expanded sailings, Fenton said, but
WPM rejected that because of the
significant cost. “In the meantime, we
still want to work seven days on, seven
days off, and we’ll find a cost-effective
way to do that.”

Fenton said allowing the non-
essential travellers on the Osprey is
“good for East Shore residents, but not
for us... We are out of tools... there is
no other way we can put pressure on
Western Pacific Marine.”

The union and WPM will be having
mediated talks in Vancouver on January
29,30 and 31 to talk about the seven on,
seven off schedule, Fenton told Hulland,
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and added that the union is not prepared
to agree to binding arbitration.

Hulland says the East Shore
community has asked Minister of Labour
Jennifer Whiteside for a report from the
mediator following these upcoming
talks. “If nothing fruitful is happening
after three days and it looks like they
are bargaining in bad faith, we want the
government to force binding arbitration,”
she said.

Rokeby-Thomas said the community
is very hopeful that a resolution will be
reached during the mediation, but “if not,
the government needs to be ready to take
a step and help us, the people.”
Western Pacific Marine

Western Pacific Marine issued a
response to the BCGEU media release
announcing the January 22 rally. WPM
says it is untrue that the company
is refusing to offer the same wages
and working conditions as other ferry
operators in the region.

“Western Pacific Marine, over the
past five-year term, has exceeded wages
and benefits of other ferry operators in
the region. The same is true in these
rounds of negotiations, where we
have continued to offer higher wages,
and benefits than other inland ferry
operators,” the release states.

Columbia Basin-Boundary
property value trends

submitted by Selkirk Innovates

Each January, BC Assessment
releases annual property assessments
reflecting the market value of properties
from the previous year. The 2025
notices represent market values as of
July 1, 2024. Residents receive their
assessments by mail, and they are also
available online at bcassessment.ca.

While the full provincial dataset
takes several months to become available,
BC Assessment provides preliminary
summaries for single-family residences
for municipalities, highlighting the
median assessed property value. The
median represents the midpoint where
half of the values are above and half
are below.

Between 2024 and 2025, the median
assessed property value decreased
in two Columbia Basin-Boundary
municipalities (Slocan and Valemount),
remained unchanged in two others
(Sparwood and Rossland), and increased
in the remaining 24 municipalities in
the region.

Valemount experienced the
largest decrease, with the median
assessed property value dropping
by 5% (-$17,000). Slocan’s median
value decreased by 3% (-$14,000).
Sparwood and Rossland saw no change,
maintaining median values of $419,000
and $616,000, respectively.

Among the municipalities with
increases, Elkford had the most growth,
with the median assessed property
value rising by 11% (+$40,000), from

$350,000 to $390,000. This is followed
by Cranbrook, Golden, Kimberley, and
Trail, which all increased by 7%.

Silverton increased by 6%, from
$405,000 to $429,000. New Denver and
Nakusp both increased by 4% — in New
Denver from $386,000 to $401,000 and
in Nakusp from $401,000 to $419.000.
Kaslo’s increase was just 1%, from
$483,000 to $490.000.

Garage sale at the

Silverton Gallery

The Slocan Lake Arts Council will
be holding a garage sale from 9:30 to
noon on February 15 at the Silverton
Gallery. SLAC has housecleaned the
gallery and has found a variety of items
for the garage sale: several large, sturdy
work tables, some smaller work tables,
art supplies, darkroom supplies and
all kinds of other random items too
numerous to mention.

Throughout the morning, SLAC
is also hosting a volunteer recruitment
session aimed at getting more hands
on deck to keep valuable SLAC events
afloat. Board members will be on site
to explain where volunteers are needed
and explain the benefits of becoming a
SLAC volunteer.

Come along, visit friends, find
a treasure, have a snack and maybe
decide to join the fun SLAC crew. If
you can’t make it in person, contact
val@slocanlakeartscouncil.ca and
she’ll send you a link to attend virtually
from 10:30 to 11 am.
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by Art Joyce

It all started as a joke between
friends. But it became a reality when
cyclist Jayden Beaudoin took up the
challenge and decided to bicycle across
Canada. Beaudoin, who had been living
in Edmonton at the time, completed a
10,598-kilometre journey through all
10 provinces, starting from Vancouver’s
Pacific Central Station and ending in
in St. John’s, Newfoundland. Along
the journey, he posted photos on social
media, prompting people to ask him if
he was planning to publish a book of
his experiences. Although that wasn’t
the original motivation for the tour, he
took the plunge with Amazon’s book
publishing service. The result is Cycling
From Sea to Sea: One Hundred Days
Across Canada, including 60 photos.

“Iresisted for months, as I don’thave
any formal writing background, but at
some point, I had to listen to what the
world was telling me,” says Beaudoin.
“In many ways, it felt like a disservice not
to turn my updates into a book.”

He says his tour through the West
Kootenay provided among the most
spectacular scenery of the entire trip.
He travelled from Vernon to Fauquier,
through Nakusp and New Denver to
Kaslo before heading east across the
Kootenay Lake ferry to Creston and
eventually across the Rockies to Alberta.

“Upper Arrow Lake and Kootenay
Lake were highlights, as was the cable
car that got me across a river on the
Galena Trail near New Denver. Another
highlight was a camping spot I found on
arail trail above Nakusp, which offered
me a beautiful view of the lake, town,
and sun setting behind the mountains.”

Beaudoin celebrated his 36th
birthday mid-tour on July 13, 2023.
He came to his epic athletic feat in a
roundabout way, first earning a master’s
degree in music performance and
literature, specializing in percussion.
But he’d always been physically active,
either cycling — mostly for commuting —
or as an avid rock climber. While living
in Edmonton he was commuting 16.5
kilometres each way to work, clocking
over 150 kilometres per week on the
odometer. “Despite this training, the
first leg of the tour across the Rocky
Mountains was extremely difficult,”
he admits.

His book explores the human
condition while motivating the reader
to embrace their own aspirations “and
journey with open arms as they discover
the beauty in pursuing the path associated
with their own goals.” There are also
answers to all of the common questions
Beaudoin received enroute, such as,
“What do you eat?” “Where do you
sleep?” “How far do you go each day?”
and of course “What is the hardest or
most memorable part?” In part the cross-
country trek was a personal journey to
sobriety.

“This travel memoir is centred
around the life-changing aspects of
my journey and significant events
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which came prior to leaving as well
as reflections I had upon returning
home. The book carries strong themes
of perseverance, passion, joy, as well
as connecting with oneself and the
communities that surround and support
us.”

For the cycle geeks out there,
Beaudoin explains the rig he used — a
Breezer Radar Expert, a hard-tail gravel
touring bike with a steel frame and drop
handlebars. He began with 4Smm wheels
that were worn down from previous
riding by the time he got to Lethbridge,
where he replaced them with 47mm
Schwalbe Marathons.

“Most of my riding was on pavement

and narrower tires would have been fine,
but there were times where [ would need
to venture off-road for lodging or due to
the route, and I was really glad to have
the wider tires. Overall, the maintenance
I encountered was nothing out of the
ordinary. When you put on over 10,000
kilometres you’re bound to have wear
and tear.”

Cycling From Sea to Sea: One
Hundred Days Across Canada is
available on Amazon. Over the Christmas
holidays it reached #1 Most Gifted and #2
Best Seller in Amazon.ca’s category of
Cycling under Outdoors and Recreation,
with online sales reaching international
audiences in Europe and Australia.

Jayden Beaudoin at Cape Spear in Newfoundland on his cycling trip across Canada.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan
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BRIGHID ANNE BOWMAN

August 17, 1965-February 1, 2019

May we remember our
deeply loved daughter
and sister, aunt and
artist, friend and teacher,
mother and miraculous
medical marvel. Her
direct contributions to
Heart science continue
to help others survive, as
did she, against all odds.
We are ever grateful for
the joy she provided with
determined perseverance,
endurance and will.

— Love them while you can before
you have to let them go —

Caroline Isabel
White

Sept. 4/1943- Jan. 2/2025
With profound sadness, the
White family announces the passing
of Caroline White on January 2,2025
at the age of 81, following a brief but
courageous battle with cancer. She
passed away peacefully at Hospice
House in Kelowna surrounded by
her loved ones. She was a devoted
wife, mother, auntie, nana, great-
nana and cherished friend to many.
Caroline will be forever missed by
her husband of 60 years, Bob White,

children: Laurie (Steve), Carla, Alan

(Carolyn) and Jamie (Patricia). Grandchildren: Brant, Erik, Ashley (Elliot),
Toni, Jesse (Joy), Damon (Ashley), Jayna (Cody), Keanna (Cole), Leo
and Zoey; and great-grandchildren: Brielle, Bria and Julia.

In 1973, Robert and Caroline relocated to Nakusp from the Lower
Mainland. They owned and operated the Leland Hotel with Bob’s parents
Eric and Helen and the Lafrances. After 3 years, they sold the hotel and
in the early ‘80s they purchased the Hut Drive In with Bill and Shelley
White. Caroline was very involved in minor baseball and minor hockey
while the kids were growing up. As a family they enjoyed camping with
family and friends in the summer and mushroom picking. Caroline and
Bob both worked and managed the Hut Drive In with Bill and Shelley
until their retirement in 2009. Post-retirement, they spent several months
each winter in Yuma, Arizona, where they spent many years sharing good
times with family and friends.

Caroline was an avid card player and was always eager for a game with
family and friends. She truly loved life and her family was the greatest joy
of her life. She was always very proud of her family and put family first.
Caroline was a beautiful soul and a selfless person, always putting others
ahead of herself. She was truly exceptional and had a unique ability to
make everyone feel included and loved.

A celebration of life will be announced at a later date.
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Business profile: Peter LaMarre, registered massage therapist

To Book

Peter LaMarre
RMT

Therapeutic and Relaxation
Massage
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Locations in Slocan and New Denver
cell: 778-770-2388 office: 250-355-2279

WWW.TI avenacupunctur €.com

by Jan McMurray

Peter LaMarre is a registered
massage therapist, offering
a combination of Swedish and
myofascial techniques. He practices
at the Raven Acupuncture Clinic
locations in Slocan (Wellness Centre)
and New Denver (above the liquor
store).

“I am deeply interested in how
stress is stored in the body,” he says,
“and I consciously cultivate a safe
space to help you leave what you
can on the table, while giving your
body space to facilitate healing and
reduce pain.”

Peter completed the Registered
Massage Therapy program at
Kootenay Columbia College in
Nelson in fall 2023. He decided
to study massage after working in
front line mental health jobs such
as suicide prevention, overdose
prevention and street outreach.

“This work brought me into
contact with folks from a wide
variety of life experiences, many
who were living with varying levels

of chronic pain,” he explained. “I
became interested in how pain and
trauma is stored and cleared by
the body, and the benefits of co-
regulating the nervous system with
another human being. Massage is
a way for me to explore aspects of
this within a somatic framework that
fits my personality and professional
interests. It’s also a lovely way to
spend a working day.”

Peter came to BC after graduating
from Acadia University in Nova
Scotia with a psychology degree. He
lived in the Kootenays for several
years before taking the Registered
Massage Therapy program at the
college in Nelson. He currently lives
in Appledale.

“Living rurally is important to
me, both to my lifestyle and values.
I’'m all too aware of the commute
folks face when trying to receive
care. I want to help in a small way
to lower these barriers and let them
receive treatment close to home,”
he says.

Peter met Raven Acupuncture
Clinic founder Brendan Murray-
Nellis through another massage
therapist. “I was excited to meet a
clinic provider who shares my values
around reducing the barriers folks
face to receiving care,” he said.

One of the ways both Peter and
Brendan reduce barriers for people
is by hosting Community Clinic
Days once a month, where people
can access their healthcare services
by donation.

“I would like thank people who
took the time to read this and offer

them a friendly challenge,” Peter
says. “I sometimes hear from folks
that they feel it is not appropriate for
them to attend Community Clinic
Day. There is a perception that
by receiving care, it is taken from
another member of the community.
I would push back against this kind
of scarcity mindset and advocate
for one of abundance. Anyone is
welcome to attend, including folks
with insurance, or those who don’t
live with significant pain. Carving
out some personal time from a
busy life is a simple gift you can
give yourself and it’s one that I
recommend.”

Community Clinic Day is
available the first Thursday of
the month in Slocan, and the first
Monday in the month in New Denver.
Suggested donation: $23-$50.

Peter offers massage in Slocan
Thursday-Saturday, and in New
Denver Saturday mornings and
Sundays.

See the ad on this page for
contact information.

Peter LaMarre, R.M.T.




