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BUILDING? RENOVATING? CREATING? BIG OR SMALL, WE HAVE IT ALL 
 FULL SERVICE LUMBER YARD  TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS & TOOLS 
DOORS, WINDOWS, PLUS KITCHEN & BATH AND HOUSEWARES 
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SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES

VISIT OUR FLOORING 
& CABINET SHOWROOM 

& re-imagine your 
living space!

250-358-2293

KNOWLEDGEABLE, HELPFUL, FRIENDLY STAFF • SPECIAL ORDERING • TIMELY DELIVERY TO YOUR JOB SITE OR HOME

ONLY ONE LEFT! 
PREMIUM ROUND-TOP  

CAR CANOPY 10’X20’X8’ 
REGULAR $899   

NOW $549 FALL AND 
WINTER 
BULBS 

COMING 
SOON!

10% OFF EVERYTHING 
IN THE STORE UNTIL 

SEPTEMBER 30TH 10% OFF EVERYTHING IN THE STORE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30TH

by Jan McMurray
The completion of Nakusp’s 

amazing new Adventure Park 
was celebrated on August 31 with 
speeches and a ribbon cutting at the 
gateway to the facility. The park 
is an impressive collection of log 
structures offering climbing, sliding, 
swinging and ziplining to kids of all 
ages. A half-million-dollar project 
of the Nakusp Rotary Club, the 
Adventure Park is the result of five 
years of hard work.

“After five years of planning, 
visioning, grant writing, fundraising, 
requests for proposals, vendor 
selection, a pandemic and finally 
construction, we find ourselves today 
with one of the biggest and best 
children’s parks in the region, a park 
that will be enjoyed for many years 
by generations to come,” said Kees 
van der Pol, president of the Rotary 
Club of Nakusp, in his remarks at the 
opening ceremony.

The idea for the park originates 
from a conversation among Village 
councillors, van der Pol said, and one 
of them, the late Bill Tobey, brought 
the idea to a Rotary meeting. Tobey 
was also a Rotarian.

But it was Andi Gabb, treasurer 
of the Nakusp Rotary Club, who was 
the project champion.

“I was the foolish one who put 
up my hand when Bill brought the 
idea to our club,” he said playfully 
at the event. He thanked community 
members and businesses who made 
donations of cash, time, services 
and products, and the organizations 
that provided grant funding. He 
highlighted Columbia Basin Trust, 
which supported the project at all 
its stages.

Hannah Holden of the Trust said 
a few words. She mentioned that 
local children were asked for their 
ideas for the park during the planning 
stages. “We applaud everyone who 
lent a hand to get his wonderful 
resource completed, and thanks to 
the Village of Nakusp for providing 

Nakusp Adventure Park grand opening celebrates awesome new playground
the space and taking responsibility 
for taking care of the park in the 
long-term.”

A special presentation followed 
in honour of Terry Welsh, “our guide 
and mentor at every step of the way,” 
according to Gabb. Welsh is the 
Village of Nakusp’s former Director 
of Parks. He also worked as the City 
of Calgary’s Superintendent of Parks 
and was on the executive of the 
Recreation Facilities Association of 
BC. Rotary District Governor Lorne 
Westnedge presented Welsh with a 
Paul Harris fellowship in recognition 
of his work on the project. The 
fellowship is the highest award in 
Rotary and is given to a Rotarian or 
a member of the community that has 
made an outstanding contribution to 
the community.

“Terry Welsh retired and then got 
to work on community projects, such 
as the Jackie James ball park and this 
Adventure Park,” said Westnedge. 
“Terry, this community and these 
people here are very grateful for the 
work you have done on behalf of this 
village, and the children who will 
enjoy this park for years to come. 
We are pleased to make you a Paul 
Harris Fellow in recognition of your 
contribution to this project.”

Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik 
was up next. After a few words 
singing the praises of Terry Welsh, 
he said, “Nakusp is a community of 
volunteerism and Rotary is one of 
our biggest examples. This amazing 
park is just one of the things they’ve 
accomplished in their almost 75 
years in Nakusp.”

Zeleznik pointed out that the 
playground structures are made 
of yellow pine logs, which will 
last 50-60 years, and they provide 
children with all the activities that 
his generation loved when they were 
growing up. “What I’m worried 
about is how do we keep the seniors 
and parents out of here? The kids 
won’t have any time to play!” he 
said with a sparkle in his eye. And 

indeed, he was found on the zipline 
after the ceremony.

Zeleznik, Terry Welsh and 
Andi Gabb cut the ribbon, and 
Rotary President Kees van der Pol 
wrapped things up before inviting 
everyone for hot dogs from the 

Rotary concession trailer. He listed 
many of the Rotary Club’s projects 
over the years – waterfront walkway 
lighting, Wine Fest, Citizen of the 
Year Awards, Christmas Carol Sing, 
scholarships to high school students, 
youth exchange programs and the 

Arrowtarian Rotary Villa seniors’ 
housing project.

“If service to your community 
appeals to you, our Rotary Club 
might just be the place for you,” he 
said. Check out rotaryclubofnakusp.
org to more information.

Rotarian Andi Gabb, Mayor Tom Zeleznik and Terry Welsh cut the ribbon at Nakusp’s new adventure playground.

Valley Voice editor, Jan McMurray on the zipline at Nakusp’s new adventure playground.
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HOW ANIMALS COPE 
WITH WILDFIRE

Burrowers like squirrels and mice dig 
deeper into cooler earth, smaller animals 
hide in logs, larger animals run for it. 
Bears will unwittingly climb trees or if 
you’re Grizzly 222 in Jasper, you tuck 
yourself and your cubs into wet ground 
by a river. Fires burn paws and fur, and 
force animals into unfamiliar terrain to 
seek out food over hot ground.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A video providing an overview of 
the Columbia River Treaty agreement-
in-principle (AIP) has been released, and 
an online information session has been 
scheduled for September 17.

In the video, representatives from 
the Canadian negotiating team explain 
the key elements in the AIP: flood risk 
management, Canadian flexibility, 
hydropower and transmission, ecosystem 

Province of BC releases more details on the Columbia River Treaty agreement-in-principle
health and Indigenous values, and 
compensation.
Flood risk management

The AIP presents significant changes 
in the amount of flood risk management 
services Canada will provide to the US, 
said Kathy Eichenberger, lead negotiator 
for the Province of BC and executive 
director of the CRT team. 

Under the current treaty, Canada 
provides the US with 8.95 million acre-
feet of pre-planned, assured flood risk 
management storage in its CRT reservoirs 
– Duncan, Arrow Lakes, and Kinbasket. 
Under the AIP, Canada would provide 
3.6 million acre-feet of storage, a 60% 
reduction. The 3.6 million acre-feet 
would be stored in the Arrow Lakes 
reservoir, which is the most effective 
reservoir for mitigating US flood risk, 
said Eichenberger. Canada and the US are 
working to make arrangements under the 
existing treaty to implement the change for 
the upcoming spring 2025 flood season. 

The US will also pay BC for this flood 
risk management service, to the tune of 
$37.6 million USD, indexed to inflation, 
through to 2044.

“The reduction of overall flood 
storage space lessens restrictions on 
how treaty reservoirs may be operated 

[in Canada],” said Eichenberger. “As a 
consequence, the US will need to operate 
their reservoirs more conservatively than 
they do today.”

However, the US can still call on 
Canada for more storage space in the event 
of extreme flooding – for a fee. This ‘called 
upon’ management exists in the current 
CRT, but has never been used.

Details of when calls can be made and 
the corresponding payment are still being 
discussed, said Eichenberger. 
Canadian flexibility

The Canadian team was able to 
negotiate greater flexibility in how BC 
operates its treaty dams. This flexibility 
gives BC more control over reservoir 
levels and river flows, addressing the 
treaty’s impact on ecosystems and 
communities.

“The [current] treaty requires Canada 
and the US to annually coordinate 15.5 
million acre-feet of reservoir storage space 
behind Canadian treaty dams to optimize 
hydropower generation, primarily in the 
US but also in Canada,” said Eichenberger. 

The AIP outlines that, under a 
modernized treaty, Canada can unilaterally 
decide to reduce this coordinated storage 
to a minimum of 11.5 million acre-feet 
each year for the first 15 years, she said. 
In the following five years, Canada can 
further reduce storage to 10.5 million 
acre-feet.

“That means that BC will have up to 
four- to five-million acre-feet to manage 
every year to support Basin interests 
without needing agreement from the US,” 
said Eichenberger.

This flexibility will be used to 
address the treaty’s effect on ecosystems, 
Indigenous cultural values, and the socio-
economic interests of the Basin. 

“How we will intend to use this 
flexibility will be grounded in the 

significant research and river management 
scenario modelling that’s currently 
underway,” she said. 

Ongoing work to determine 
operational scenarios that would support 
Basin priorities began several years ago. 
This work is being led by the Ktunaxa, 
Secwépemc, and Syilx Okanagan 
Nations, in collaboration with provincial 
governments, the Columbia River 
Treaty Local Governments Committee, 
and environmental non-governmental 
organization scientists and technical 
consultants.
Hydropower and 
transmission

The AIP will see a reduction in the 
Canadian Entitlement (CE) – Canada’s 
share of the potential power benefits 
produced in the US as a result of how 
BC operates its treaty dams. The US 
sends this power to Canada in the form of 
electricity, which is sold at market value by 
BC Hydro. A portion is also shared with 
Canadian Indigenous nations.

In year one of the AIP, CE energy 
will decrease by 33%. By year 20, it will 
drop to 50%, but Eichenberger said BC 
has sufficient capacity to maximize the 
value of that energy when selling it on the 
market. Since the beginning, the CE was 
always projected to decline over the life of 
the treaty and Canada has planned for this 
reduction, she said.

For every million acre-feet that BC 
uses for domestic flexibility, the CE will 
further be reduced by 6.5% since there 
are no corresponding power benefits to 
the US. 

The AIP also provides two other 
opportunities to expand BC’s ability to 
export and import electricity to and from 
the US.

Powerex – BC Hydro’s energy 
marketing and trading arm – and the 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) 
will enter into an agreement that will 
allow Powerex to pay for the use of 1,120 
megawatts of BPA’s existing transmission 
capacity. This transmission capacity is 
currently held by BPA, the US federal 
government equivalent of BC Hydro in the 
Pacific Northwest, for delivering the CE. 

“This will give BC the ability to 
import clean electricity from the US when 
it is economical to do so, so that BC Hydro 
can conserve water in its reservoirs for 
power generation during high demand 
periods, such as cold winters,” said 
Eichenberger. 

As well, BPA will conduct a study 
looking into expanding transmission 
between BC and the US near Nelway, east 
of Trail, down to Spokane Washington. 
Depending on results, BPA may expand 
transmission facilities to allow for 
increased clean energy trade between 
Canada and the US. 

Ecosystem health and Indigenous 
values

“The AIP… has new ecological 
provisions that can be seen as the third 
leg of the stool of the treaty, in addition to 
flood risk management and hydropower,” 
said Nathan Matthew, Secwépemc nation 
representative on the Canadian negotiation 
delegation. 

The AIP guarantees that Canada 
can provide at least one million acre-feet 
of water, plus an additional 0.5 million 
acre-feet in dry years, to support salmon 
migration and survival.

What makes the ecological and 

cultural plans in the AIP unique, said 
Matthew, is that they are Indigenous-led, 
relying on the guidance of elders and 
knowledge keepers.

“For the first time in the Columbia, 
there will be coordination on salmon 
reintroduction studies and strategies from 
Indigenous nations and tribes on each side 
of the border,” said Jay Johnson, Syilx 
Okanagan Nation lead on the Canadian 
negotiation delegation. 

The AIP also establishes the 
Indigenous and Tribal Advisory Body. Led 
by Indigenous nations and US tribes, the 
advisory body will undertake research and 
make recommendations on how treaty and 
other hydro system operations can better 
support ecosystem needs, and Indigenous 
and tribal values. 

The AIP also introduces the Kootenay/
Kootenai working group, a multiparty 
transboundary group that will inform the 
US Army Corps of Engineers, owner and 
operator of Libby Dam.

“The Ktunaxa people have in 
particular suffered from the flooding 
caused by the Libby Dam under the 
CRT and this new body is a step forward 
in giving us a voice in how the dam is 
managed,” said Hunter.

The working group will also address 
other common interests in the Kootenay/
Kootenai river system, such as ecosystem 
and aquatic objectives, recreation, and 
flood risk management on both sides of 
the border. 
Compensation

In addition to the Canadian 
Entitlement and pre-planned flood risk 
management payments, the US will also 
compensate an additional $16.6 million 
USD per year, indexed to inflation, once 
the modernized treaty is in place.

Eichenberger explained that the US 
now recognizes the additional benefits it 
receives from Canadian treaty reservoir 
operations, such as irrigation, recreation, 
navigation, and fisheries. 

Under the current treaty, the US does 
not provide any compensation to Canada 
for these benefits. 
Next steps

There is no set date for when 
a modernized treaty will come into 
effect, said Stephen Gluck, Canada’s 
lead negotiator, but both countries are 
committed to getting it in place as soon 
as possible. 

Drafting the amended treaty text will 
take time, with many processes that need 
to take place on both sides of the border.

BC’s priority is engaging with 
the Ktunaxa, Secwépemc, and Syilx 
Okanagan Nations, local governments, 
and Basin residents to get feedback on 
the AIP, which will inform drafting of the 
renewed treaty.

Though the AIP is a big step forward, 
it doesn’t mean river and reservoir 
management will change right away. 
Until a modernized treaty is ratified, the 
current treaty remains in effect. 
Get involved

The video, more information and 
answers to frequently asked questions, 
and a sign-up for the virtual public 
information session on September 17 from 
6 to 7:30 pm are available at engage.gov.
bc.ca/columbiarivertreaty/agreement-in-
principle.

A series of in-person community 
engagement meetings will be scheduled 
soon in the Canadian portion of the Basin.
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DRIVERS NEEDED
Castlegar and District 
Community Service Society 
needs new volunteer drivers for 
our West Kootenay Volunteer 
Driver program. We connect 
drivers and people requiring 
transportation across the West 
Kootenays. If you enjoy driving, 
are looking to give back to the 
community and have access 
to a reliable insured vehicle, 
please give us a call at 1-877-
304-2990 (free long distance) or 
come by our new office at 1695 
Columbia Ave. Castlegar. Drivers 
have access to various trainings 
and are reimbursed for transit.

Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

— Hummingbird feeders —

Manures, top soil, 
potting soil

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels. 
Kootenay’s largest supplier. New 

lower pricing on many fencing items

We have canning 
supplies, jars, 
lids, canners, 

and more

Sun Hats & 
flip flops

Drywall & mud, insulation
We have all your summer fun toys & 
outdoor cooking items. life jackets, 

bamboo blinds, shade fabric

AC units • Air 
Purifiers Swing into fall,we have 

wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
chimney supplies and yard 

clean up tools.

Wasp & Mosquito 
sprays,  sunscreen

BC Timber Sales  
Kootenay Business Area

FOREST OPERATIONS MAP – INVITATION TO COMMENT 
The public is invited to review and comment on BC Timber Sales Kootenay 
Business Area’s (BCTS TKO) Forest Operations Map. The BCTS Kootenay Business 
Area’s Forest Operations Map shows proposed road construction and cut block 
development under Forest Stewardship Plan #914 within Forest Development 
Units in the Selkirk Forest District, Kootenay Lake and Boundary Timber Supply 
Areas. This Forest Operations Map will be valid for the operating period from 
October 6, 2024 – October 6, 2027. During the operating period, the Timber 
Sales Manager may invite applications for Timber Sale Licenses for the harvesting 
of cut blocks shown on the Forest Operations Map and apply for road permits to 
construct roads shown on the Forest Operations Map.

The BCTS Kootenay Business Area Forest Operations Map is available for public 
review and comment online, at: fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects

The BCTS Kootenay Business Area Forest Operations Map is also available for 
in-person review and comment by appointment at the following address, 
Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at:
BC Timber Sales Kootenay Business Area 
1907 Ridgewood Road, Nelson, B.C., V1L 6K1 
Telephone: 250 825-1100

Comments will be accepted from August 28 – October 5, 2024. Comments  
may be submitted online at fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects, emailed to  
TKO.Ref@gov.bc.ca, delivered in person to the address above during business 
hours, or mailed to the address above to the attention of the Planning Team.

If you have questions or comments, or if you require 
assistance, please contact: TKO.Ref@gov.bc.ca

by Jan McMurray
A partnership designed to 

improve wildfire management 
in BC has been gaining strength 
over the past few years. That 
partnership is between the BC 
Community Forest Association 
(BCCFA) and the BC Wildfire 
Service (BCWS).

“BCWS recognizes that they 
need to develop partnerships 
with organizations on the 
ground in communities, and 
community forests are an 
obvious partner because they 
work in communities and in 
the interface zone,” said Susan 
Mulkey, BCCFA Senior Manager 
and Governance Specialist, in an 
interview.

Mulkey said the partnership 
started to gel after the 2017 
wildfires in the Williams Lake 
area. Things didn’t always go 
smoothly between BCWS and 
community forest reps during 
those fires, she said, so the 
two groups hammered out a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the goal of involving 
community forests more in 
wildfire management.

Erik Leslie, Harrop-Procter 
Community Forest Manager 
and consultant working with 
BCCFA on this partnership 
project, added, “Some of the 
2017 fires highlighted that a 
stronger relationship between 
BCWS and community forests 
ahead of time would make the 
wildfire response go a lot better, 
so the MOU was largely driven 
by wildfire response – although 
it also spoke to prevention, 
preparedness, and recovery.”

Then in 2021, the Ministry 
of Forests provided BCCFA 
with $5 million in COVID 
Economic Recovery funding to 
make available to its member 
community forests for wildfire 
mitigation projects.

“Community forests were 
very responsive,” Mulkey said. 
“Fifteen community forests 
accessed that money and 
1,362 hectares were treated 
and prescriptions [plans] were 
created for 1,272 hectares.”

More recently, at the BCCFA 
AGM in 2021, BCWS made it 
clear that they want to develop 
the partnership further, Mulkey 
said.

“So now we’re broadening 
the discussion with BCWS from 
just being about response, or 
just about using their funds 
for treatment projects,” said 
Leslie. “We’re formalizing and 
organizing something that’s 
already happening in parts of the 
province, but making it stronger, 
more consistent and more 
coordinated. Some community 
forests are less engaged and 
less involved, so we’re trying 
to support them to participate 
more.”

Last fall, BCWS provided 
BCCFA with $300,000 to create 
a strategic plan to guide the 

BC Community Forest Association pleased with partnership with BC Wildfire Service
partnership, to do an assessment 
of the needs of community 
forests in terms of their capacity 
for wildfire management, and 
to develop connections to 
foster knowledge exchange, 
mentorship, capacity building 
and research and innovation. 

Mulkey and Leslie report 
that they’ve made great progress 
on all this. The needs assessment 
has been completed, the strategic 
plan is in draft form, and many 
connections have been made. 
BCCFA has a staff of three, and 
has been able to bring in Leslie 

as a consultant, as well as two 
UBC post-doctorate researchers.

Leslie says the benefits 
of the capacity building and 
learning exchange part of the 
project will lead to improved 
planning for community forests 
that encompasses prescribed 

and cultural burning, climate 
change adaptation, and long-
term wildfire resilience. “So fuel 
treatments will set us up for many 
decades to come,” he said. 

M u l k e y  a d d e d  t h a t 
community forest tenures are 
area-based, which makes it 
possible to do landscape-level 
plans that integrate all values, 
including wildfire preparedness. 

“Part of what this partnership 
is meant to facilitate is to allow 
community forests to integrate 
wildfire preparedness into 
everything we do, whether 
it’s related to recreation, water 
protection or timber,” Leslie said. 
“Then when fire comes, we’re 
ready. We already have a plan 
and know where to build access 

and fireguards – or we’ve already 
built the access and fireguards.”

Over the next year, BCCFA 
is looking at convening regional 
meetings and workshops to 
bring together BCWS and 
community forest reps to talk 
about techniques, and to do cross 
training and more innovation 
trials. Mulkey points out that 
community forests are the perfect 
places to try out new techniques, 
to further the research that 
community forests and BCWS 
want to do.

“This is a really important 
partnership for us,” Mulkey 
concludes. “It’s a big step up for 
us to take on this file, and it’s 
helping our member community 
forests so much.”

by Jan McMurray
The worst wildfire season 

in recent memory in the area 
has wound down now, and the 
recovery phase has begun.

After some rain towards the 
end of August, all the wildfires 
in our area were ‘being held’ 
as of August 22. The last of the 
evacuation orders and alerts were 
rescinded August 27.

“Crews will continue to 
patrol, mop up and demobilize 
equipment,” the bcwildfire.
ca website says for all fires in 
our area. “Evening drone scans 
will continue to be utilized to 
identify any hot spots within the 
fire perimeter. Crews will action 
identified hot spots as the drone 
scans are completed.”

In the recovery phase, BCWS 
assigns wildfire recovery teams 
to rehabilitate land that has been 

damaged during fire suppression 
activities, such as during the 
construction of fireguards. 
Fireguards were constructed 
for all fires in our area, reports 
Southeast Fire Centre Information 
Officer Kim Wright, although she 
didn’t have specifics on fireguards 
built on private property, or any 
infrastructure damage on private 
property. Private property owners 
needing rehabilitation work should 
email BCWSclaims@gov.bc.ca.

Parks, trails and rec sites 
closures

Bannock Point remains 
closed.

Part of Valhalla Park has 
been opened to the public: Gimli 
Ridge/Mulvey Basin, Drinnon 
Pass/Gwillim Lakes, and Demers 
Lakes. The areas impacted by 
wildfire that remain closed to 
the public include the lakeshore 

Wildfires wind down in the West Kootenay
campsites at Wee Sandy Creek, 
Sharp Creek, Sandy Point, Nemo 
Creek, Cory’s Ranch, Cove Creek, 
Mossey Point, Ben Browns, and 
South Evan’s Beach. The closed 
trails include Wee Sandy Trail, 
Sharp Creek Trail, Slocan- Evans 
Trail, and Evans Beach/Beatrice 
Lake Trail.

Glacier Creek and Duncan 
Lake Forest Service Roads also 
remain closed under order from 
the Selkirk Natural Resource 
District. Access to the Macbeth 
Icefields, Monica Meadows, 
Lavina Lookout and Jumbo Pass 
trails are impacted by this closure.

Glacier Creek Regional Park 
will be closed until further notice. 
Park structures were not damaged 
due to the wildfire, but a risk 
assessment must be completed 
before the park can reopen to the 
public.
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Enough already
Regarding the latest bunk from 

Kalesnikoff et al./ForestryWorksforBC 
(and the shareholders above all): Take 
care of the land and the land will take 
care of you? The land takes care of you 
and your shareholders for sure, but it 
is running out of vitality and the greed 
never has an end. Green gold is what the 
forests have been for you. And clearcuts 
are such an awful way of treating the 
land. Deplorable. Two million trees 
planted, yes, and how many of those 
survived the July heat? Enough already 
with the persistent storytelling of what 
great things have happened in the woods. 
It will never be enough is what the truth 
is. And climate change is not some 
boogeyman that wandered by, but the 
result of relentless extraction and what 
that does to this planet.

Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Response to 
‘Gratitude’

Oh Darcie.
If that wasn’t just the most beautiful 

letter to the editor ever written. Aren’t 
you simply the most beautiful, inside and 
out? And courageous! The Kootenays are 
sure lucky to have you.

If everyone in the world spoke 
only such words, such loving, positive, 
generous, uplifting, kind, beautiful 
words.... Imagine.

With love and gratitude.
Linda Lynch

Kaslo
A letter of 
concern

The letter from Peter Carson and 
Teri Wallace in the August 22 Valley 
Voice raises serious concerns about 
their understanding of a) democracy, 
b) the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms (and Responsibilities, I would 
like to add), and c) the obligations when 
living in a community of which each 
individual is part of the public to which 
the laws and orders apply. You are not 
being asked individually whether you 

want to drive a car with or without a 
licence; you simply need one. It’s the law.

Their lengthy lamentations remind 
me of people who caused the occupation 
of the City of Ottawa in January 2022, 
who called themselves ‘Freedom 
Convoy,’ when indeed they caused a 
serious civil upheaval. Go into the desert 
and try to live there without rights and 
obligations.

We were evacuated for three weeks 
in 2021. When we were allowed back, 
five neighbouring properties were burned 
to the ground. When you suddenly see 
only black charred tall sticks pointing 
at the sky where, for 60 years prior, you 
hiked and drove through a lush vibrant 
forest, you feel and think differently 
about the danger of a forest fire, and the 
rules and regulation applied in times of 
life-threatening situations.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

End policies of 
self-destruction

This summer approximately1,350 
households were asked to evacuate their 
homes due to forest fires around Slocan, 
Silverton, Argenta, Johnsons Landing 
and the surrounding rural areas. In 1996, 
while running as a BC Green candidate 
against then NDP MLA Corky Evans, I 
stated, at a Nelson high school debate, 
that if we did not start lowering fossil fuel 
consumption, we would see people being 
burnt out of their communities.

Most recently, I worked as a 
volunteer with the Wet’suwet’en, after 
then NDP Attorney General David Eby 
decided to charge several hereditary 
chiefs with criminal contempt for 
opposing the building of the CGL 
pipeline right through the headwaters 
of various salmon-bearing rivers on the 
Wet’suwet’en yintah. The amount of 
ecological destruction caused by building 
the LNG pipeline along that route is 
unforgivable.

One of the corporate participants 
to this project, Shell Oil, disbursed $23 
billion to its shareholders in February 
2023, and our Canadian federal Liberal 
and BC NDP governments continue to 

give billions of dollars in grants and tax 
subsidies to oil and gas corporations. 
Meanwhile, the BC Conservative 
and NDP parties continue to promote 
policies that expand fossil fuel extraction, 
production and export, while rural British 
Columbians are forced to continually 
live with the possibility they could lose 
their homes, communities and local 
economies due to extreme weather 
events caused by climate change.

Why current MLAs in these parties 
think that it is okay to place the lives, 
communities and economies of all 
British Columbians at risk of ever 
more floods, forest fires, landslides 
and droughts is something I do not 
understand. The level of anger and angst 
I feel over my inability to help protect my 
friends and neighbours from these harms 
is sometimes overwhelming.

Beyond being supportive and 
offering assistance during an emergency 
situation, there is little that I alone can 
do to keep them safe from harm. By 
working together, though, we could end 
these policies of self-destruction and 
create the opportunity for a better future 
for our children and grandchildren. 
Allowing the oil and gas industry to 
place the well-being of our BC forestry, 
farming, fishing, recreation and tourist 
economies at risk makes no financial 
sense to me. Building an economy that 
protects our rural communities from ever 
worsening climate events and disasters 
makes more sense. What do you think 
we should do?

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Kohan Garden
I recently read the Valley Voice 

article on the New Denver council 
August 13 meeting with the headline 
‘Kohan Garden MOU to be discussed 
at October meeting.’ I did not attend 
the meeting, but the article says it was 
packed with Kohan Garden supporters. 
According to the Valley Voice, the Slocan 
Lake Garden Society (SLGS) stated 
that the proposed agreement between 
the Village and the SLGS “dramatically 
changes the relationship between the 
Village and the society, and gives over 
the design of the garden to the Village.”

The Master Plan of Centennial Park 
contains a trail along the lakeshore that 
would pass through part of the Kohan 
Garden. The SLGS was never consulted 
about this. The Village has offered a 
three-year management agreement to the 
SLGS that allows this trail “within the 
boundaries” of the garden, and forbids 
the SLGS from doing anything to restrict 
public access.

The Village says it would work 

“collaboratively” with the SLGS, but 
that’s beside the point. The Village owns 
the land, it is set on the development, 
and it has offered the SLGS a proposed 
management agreement that would 
require them to approve the development 
and turn over decision-making authority 
about where and how it is done.

Council invited them to come 
to a meeting October 22 to have a 
conversation. This dangles the possibility 
of some negotiation and compromise 
on the site of the trail. But what worries 
me most is that the council seizing 
authority over the ultimate decision 
would establish a precedent for any 
council to put any development they 
want in or around the garden in the 
future.

The garden is a work of art of 
enormous stature — one that was 
only possible because of the sweat of 
several generations of New Denver 
residents working under the guidance 
of a professional horticulturist. What 
has been managed for years under that 
sensitive care would be turned over to 
the discretion of politicians who clearly 
have no esthetic sense at all. What would 
volunteers feel in the future if their 
labour and artistic achievement could be 
commandeered by the Village as a setting 
for their developments? A responsible 
local government would do exactly what 
our councils have done in the past — turn 
the management exclusively over to a 
committee of people who love the garden 
and are expert in its care.

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

Non-support for 
local food

The Eby government claims to be a 
big supporter of local farmers and local 
food production. In the ’70s, the Dave 
Barrett government instituted a freeze on 
non-agricultural development on BC’s 
precious and rare agricultural land. The 
current regime has seriously undercut 
that process, flooding 83 kilometres 
of the Peace River Valley, much of it 
good for farming, and allowing extra 
residences to be built on farms province-
wide, to please one member of their 
inner circle.

The Site C dam will also supply 
electricity to facilitate the production of 
liquified natural gas, providing cheap 
energy to China while denying, and 
super-taxing Canadians who need 
that resource to heat their homes. In 
addition to destroying our farmland 
to provide China with energy, the BC 
government has subsidized the LNG 
industry with an additional $5.34 billion 

– that’s $5,340,000,000 to set up shop. 
In addition, the Canadian and British 
Columbian governments subsidize the 
oil and gas industry by $6,030,000,000 
annually to keep them off the breadlines.

The BC Tree Fruits Cooperative 
was founded in 1936, and spawned 
the BC tree fruit industry, providing 
beautiful fresh produce to many people 
around the world, but especially to 
British Columbians. Without it, many 
orchardists will not be able to market 
all their fruit, endangering the future of 
that wonderful industry. David Eby has 
now committed to provide $15 million 
in aid to the orchardists, and another $5 
million will be provided “indirectly” by 
the federal and provincial governments, 
but no one seems to know who will get 
this “indirect” funding. 

The Eby government is NOT willing 
to bail out or take over operation of BC 
Tree Fruits. Eby expects orchardists to 
take their fruit to private packing plants. 
At those plants, apple growers in BC get 
paid 38 cents a pound, or $300 for an 
800-pound bin, for large, extra fancy (lots 
of red) ‘Ambrosia’ apples. For ‘Fancy’ (a 
little less red) apples, they are paid 4.5 
cents a pound, or $36 for an 800-pound 
bin. How much a pound do YOU pay at 
the grocery store?

The subsidies for our hard-working 
orchardists announced by our senior 
governments amount to one two hundred 
and seventy fourth – that’s one over 274 
of the subsidies they have provided to 
the international corporation that is busy 
exploiting our natural gas, liquifying it 
and shipping it to China for the benefit 
of the people of China. The NDP is 
supposed to be a socialist government. 
A government of the people and for the 
people of Canada.

From my point of view, they are a 
capitalist government, who govern for 
the benefit of everyone BUT British 
Columbians. British Columbians are 
just people who need to be bullied into 
overcrowding their beautiful province.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Fundamental 
justice

On September 7 last year, Family 
Maintenance Enforcement Program 
applied to the BC provincial court 
to have me incarcerated for 80 days 
for failing to pay child support. The 
child support had been changed from 
$200 to $2,600 per month, without 
mediation, prior to bringing to court, 
in conflict with the provisions of the 
separation agreement. I appeared before 
the judge that had ruled against my initial 
legal protest requesting accountability 
from the judiciary for abuse of power 
described in this newspaper on July 1, 

2021, disclosing a failure of the rule 
of law throughout the Canadian legal 
system, including the Minister of Justice 
David Lametti failing to respond to the 
enforcement procedure of the Charter, 
requesting Parliament to be informed.

One of those charges was dropped 
in the ‘public interest’ and the other has 
been waiting at the BC Court of Appeal 

continued on page 5
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Fire, water and 
finances

Dear Premier Eby, Nathan Cullen 
(Minister of Land, Water & Resource 
Stewardship), and MLAs Katrine 
Conroy and Brittny Anderson,

We have just returned home from 
over three weeks of evacuation due to the 
multitude of North Slocan Valley forest 
fires caused by lightning, drought, and 
climate warming. 

Millions of taxpayer dollars are 
being spent on fighting wildfires and 
yet one of the major root causes of 
climate warming (which causes drier, 
hotter weather and extreme weather 
events such as the lightning storms 
that caused our many fires) is being 
subsidized by yet more of our taxpayer 
dollars. The methane-producing LNG 
industry and the oil and gas industry 
are enjoying billions of dollars in tax 

Biosolid 
buffoonery

Biosol ids  sound  harmless 
– human and industrial waste that 
undergo screening to remove large 
debris and solids. Settling tanks help 
separate solids from liquids. Second, 
microorganisms are used to break down 
organic matter in the sewage. This can 
be done through aerobic and anaerobic 
processes. Further processing is used 
to remove any remaining contaminants 
with additional filtration, chemical 
treatments, or advanced oxidation 
processes. Lime is added to raise the 
pH of the biosolids, which helps kill 
pathogens and stabilize the material. 
High temperature processes can kill 
pathogens and reduce the volume of 
biosolids. Centrifuges, belt filter presses, 
or screw presses are used to remove 
excess water and reduce the volume of 
the biosolids. Biosolids dry on open beds 
or in specialized drying equipment to 
reduce moisture content. Biosolids can 
be mixed with other organic materials 
and composted to produce a stabilized, 
nutrient-rich product. Biosolids can be 
processed into pellets or granules for 
easier handling and application.

The BC Ministry of Environment 
oversees biosolid management through 
its Organic Matter Recycling Regulation, 
which sets standards for treatment 
and land application. Estimates are 
about 40,000 hectares of farmland in 
Canada are using biosolids: BC, Ontario, 
Quebec and Alberta use this technology 
to make vegetable and fruit crops for 
consumption. This is all fine and dandy 

but there are some chemicals our beloved 
governments cannot remove!

Lead, mercury, cadmium and arsenic 
cannot be removed in the filtration 
process. Pathogens like salmonella and 
E. coli may not be processed properly. 
Antibiotics, hormones, painkillers and 
antidepressants are not removed with 
biosolid purification. PFAS (Per and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances) are also 
known as forever chemicals because 
they do not break down. Eventually, the 
soil and groundwater are contaminated 
with PFAS with no known way to 
remove them. Organic contaminants, 
such as polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), dioxins, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) are also not 
removed. Engineered nanoparticles 
from industrial waste are not removed. 
Microplastics in biosolids are another 
significant concern that deserves 
attention. Microplastics, which are tiny 
plastic particles less than five millimeters 
in size, are increasingly being found in 
sewage sludge that is processed into 
biosolids. These microplastics originate 
from various sources, including synthetic 
fibres from clothing, microbeads in 
personal care products, and degraded 
plastic waste. Pesticide residues like 
organophosphates, DDT, glyphosate are 
also in biosolids. Again, none of these are 
filtered out of biosolids. Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs) such as benzene, 
toluene and formaldehyde persist in 
biosolids. Antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
also exist in the biosolids.

It is clear that biosolids should not be 
used in BC’s Lower Mainland farming 
communities nor in the Interior. The risk 
is too high in my opinion. They even use 
biosolids in the bush to make trees grow 
better and for reclaiming old mining 
sites. Please stop this nonsense.

I remember as a kid laughing at 
China for using human waste to fertilize 
their crops and they still do today. The 
USA dumps this biosolid gunk on three 
million hectares of farmland. Any food 
imported from USA or grown in Canada 
is suspect for contamination.

The contamination of farmland 
with PFAS and other chemicals and 
microplastics demonstrates the need 
for stricter regulation of chemicals in 
fertilizers and more comprehensive 
testing and monitoring by the BC 
Environment Ministry. The long-term 
environmental and health impacts 
are still being understood, but the 
evidence so far suggests that this could 
be a significant and enduring problem for 
centuries, perhaps eons.  

If BC practiced organic farming 
techniques, we wouldn’t need to use 
contaminated biosolids and eat toxic 
industrial and domestic waste products 
in that tomato or apple.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Dog owners need 
to have their dogs 
on a leash

Dog owners, when you take your 
dog for a walk, you are supposed to have 
it on a leash. Most dog owners are good 

Cell phone 
policy in schools

A Montreal man is launching a 
class-action lawsuit against several 
parent companies of major social media 
platforms, alleging that social media 
is designed to leverage dopamine – a 
neurotransmitter and hormone associated 
with pleasure (sometimes called the 
brain’s ‘reward centre’) – to entrap users 
into spending endless hours scrolling.

It’s hard to know whether a judge 
will be convinced that Meta Platforms 
(which owns Facebook and Instagram) continued on page 6

for the Nelson Court Registry to comply 
with a court order to provide the official 
court audio. 

I provided evidence to the court of 
my attempts to access justice through 
a Court Registry and the denial of that 
access due to the reporting of criminal 
conduct by lawyers and breaches of 
statutory duties by the BC Law Society 
as well as unconstitutional conduct by 
the judiciary. The judge declared that 
all my evidence did not disclose any 
miscarriages of justice.

I had in addition challenged the 
constitutionality of the Judges Act, 
which provides exactly zero rights to 
Canadians, except a right to complain. 
The judiciary on the other hand claim 
the right to ignore everything we say and 
all the evidence we present and include 
the right of lawyers to create, alter or 
remove any evidence as they see fit to 
suit the crime.

After presenting my constitutional 
argument and the Attorney General 
“declining to participate,” the judiciary 
refused to allow me to present my 
defence and hurriedly sentenced me.

ME: Am I going to present a 
defence?

THE COURT: I am finishing up.
ME: Oh, really. I haven’t finished 

my arguments. Do I get a chance to 
question?

THE COURT: No.
ME: Really? I don’t get a chance to 

defend myself?
THE COURT: You have been given 

that chance.
ME: I have? I wasn’t aware of 

that chance. I asked for constitutional 
questions to be answered and I presented 
the problems that I had in accessing the 
court, and that’s the only defence that 
I’ve presented at this point in time.

You can read details at www.
fundamentaljustice.com including 
efforts to make the Minister of Justice 
accountable for his illegal enforcement of 
the Emergencies Act at the Federal Court 
of Appeal. The Minister was protecting 
judges and they will likely protect him in 
return. That would be an injustice.

Trevor Holsworth
New Denver

breaks and subsidies (i.e. provincial 
sales tax and carbon tax exemptions, 
avoiding royalties) from both federal 
and provincial governments and the BC 
government has built the destructive 
Site C dam partly in order to provide 
electricity for these industries (LNG will 
likely use 40% of the electricity Site C 
produces). This is cognitive and financial 
dissonance.

We’ve just received notice from 
the BC government requesting that we 
conserve water with the possibility of 
further water restrictions. The Slocan 
Valley is at a Drought Level 3 along 
with 28% of the rest of BC (with adverse 
socio-economic or ecosystem impacts 
possible). 25% of BC is worse at a 
Level 4 and 13% is at the most extreme 
Drought Level 5, so water is becoming 
a more precious resource. Fracking for 
LNG uses huge amounts of fresh water, 
for which they pay a pittance. What’s 
wrong with this equation?! 

Part of the solution to threatening 
wildfires and water scarcity is to focus 
on renewable energy, which contributes 
less to global warming. Even Texas is 
doing it! China has become the world’s 
renewables champion and will soon be 
uninterested in importing our western 
Canadian oil products.

Let’s use this fire wake-up call to 
advocate for responsible financial and 
climate governance. 

Sally Hammond & Randy Cofer 
Red Mountain Road outside 

Silverton 

continued from page 4 but there are some who are not. Even 
though it’s the law, they don’t leash their 
dog – nor do they think they have to. 
There are reasons for having the leash 
law, such as people and other animals 
being seriously bitten and mauled and 
even killed. Some people have scars for 
life from a serious dog bite. 

Years ago, my elderly mother was 
walking her little pom on a leash along 
the waterfront when an unrestrained pit 
bull came charging up, followed by two 
thugs who were letting it run loose. My 
mother picked up her little dog to save 
it. The pit bull ripped it out of her hands 
and ripped it to pieces, then bit her fingers 
badly. Just recently, a young baby had her 
face severely bitten by an unrestrained, 
uncontrolled dog at the beach. She was 
lucky she wasn’t killed or lost her eye. 
She will be scarred for life. All because of 
an unresponsible dog owner who didn’t 
think they should have to leash their dog.

I’ve heard it all from the owners of 
an unleashed dog “Oh he’s friendly. He 
doesn’t bite. Mind your own business.” 
After what happened to my mother with 
her dog being killed by an unleashed 
pit bull, I don’t trust a dog off leash, so-
called friendly or not, and your dog off 
leash is my business. Some people when 
you mention the leash law get really 
snotty like it’s their God-given right to let 
their dog run loose and cause problems 
and try to make you feel like you’re to 
blame for bothering them.

When your unleashed dog charges 
up to me, even if it’s wagging its tail, I 
don’t know whether it’s going to jump 
up on me or even just how friendly it 
is, and when I’m walking my dog on a 
leash, I don’t want yours running up to 
mine because I don’t know what’s going 
to happen when they get close and you, 
the other dog owner, don’t either. I’ve 
seen the friendly meet and greet turn bad 
and next thing the two dogs are fighting. 
People don’t want your dog running up to 
them, friendly or not. Most dog owners 
haven’t got their dog trained well enough 
to come back on command and without 
a leash, they don’t have any control over 
them at all.

Thank you to all the responsible dog 
owners out there who leash their dog and 
think of others. To the ones who don’t 
leash them, there are consequences. If 
your dog attacks another dog or a person, 
you can be fined or sued. If you are a 
caring, responsible person, you will leash 
your dog before you and your dog are 
responsible for hurting someone.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

and the owners of TikTok, YouTube, 
and Reddit should pay compensatory 
and punitive damages. Regardless, the 
fundamental premise behind the lawsuit 
couldn’t be less controversial.

According to datareportal.com, 
humanity spends a collective 500 million 
years on social media per year. Almost 
everyone can relate to how difficult it is 
to avoid becoming a major contributor 
to that statistic.

Why then are smartphones, machines 
with which one can instantaneously 
access the addictive platforms crafted 
by mad scientist techno-utopians in 
Silicon Valley, still permitted in most 
Canadian school districts? Look around 
a restaurant patio, and you realize that 
many adults struggle to stop themselves 
from checking in on the latest notification 
– these cunning gadgets manage to 
outcompete beer, hamburgers, and 
conversation for people’s attention. 

One can imagine how much more 
difficult it is for a student without a fully 
formed prefrontal cortex to resist the 
urge to scroll in an early morning science 
class, in which the only competing 
factors for one’s attention are scientific 
notation and reverse osmosis.

Some jurisdictions in Canada are 
introducing bans, but they often don’t 
go far enough to make a real difference. 
Here in BC, Premier David Eby’s 
government issued a provincial order 
mandating that schools come up with a 
policy restricting phones by September. 
It’s a good start, but we should go much 
further.

First off, the order leaves the writing 
of the policies to the school districts, 
leading to varying levels of strictness. It 
is up to districts, for instance, to decide 
whether to apply the ban only to class 
time or throughout the day.

Another flaw is that teachers will end 
up being the ban’s enforcers – another 
headache in an already tough job.

The ideal approach is zero tolerance. 
A Washington Post article (‘Want to 
go back in time? Visit a school where 
cellphones are banned’) describes an 
American school that took this route. 
Students are required to keep phones 
in a locked pouch until the end of 
the day – simple. The principal was 
interviewed, and described the policy 
as “completely transformational.” He 
pointed to a cafeteria full of chattering 
students, and totally devoid of phones, 
as visual evidence.

If a zero-tolerance policy had been 
implemented while I was in high school, 
I would have considered it a totalitarian 
interruption of my primary pursuit at 
that time – Clash of Clans, a multiplayer 
game in which you run a kingdom and 
amass gold and gems. That’s a good 
demonstration of why we need such a 
policy.

Riley Donovan
Salt Spring Island

Awakening
The core issue confronting society 

today is that individuals within the 
private realm are failing to exercise 
the self-governance and responsibility 
that is their birthright. Instead, they 
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continued from page 5 perceive ourselves and our relationship 
with the world.

In essence, breaking free from the 
chains of dependency, stopping the 
contracting with the system that seeks to 
control and diminish us, and awakening 
to our true nature as sovereign, divine 
beings is the path forward. Only through 
this awakening can we begin to reverse 
the damage that has been done and 
reclaim our rightful place as conscious, 
empowered individuals.

Teri Wallace and Peter Carson
Silverton

20 reasons why 
BC Timber 
Sales urgently 
needs radical 
transformation

A future exists for the forestry 
industry where there are more jobs, 
while at the same time transitioning 
to forestry practices that are actually 
sustainable. These goals are realistic 
and achievable, but it will indeed take a 
paradigm shift. Tenure reform must start 
with the government itself. 

Here are 20 reasons why BC Timber 
Sales (BCTS) needs to be the target for 
radical transformation or be complete 
dissolved. This makes the case for 
why targeting BCTS will be the most 
effective way to bring long overdue 
reforms to the forestry industry. 

BCTS i s  the  government . 
Democratically elected governments 
are supposed to do what is best for the 
people. In legal terms, unlike timber 
companies, BCTS owes a trust duty 
to British Columbians, which is not 
the case with corporations. It is easy 
to demonstrate that BCTS is not doing 
what is best for the majority of British 
Columbians. 

BCTS has protections and benefits 
that corporations don’t have. 

Tree Forest License (TFL) tenure 
reform for corporations is a lot more 
complex than it would be for BCTS 
operating areas. If urgent protection of 
the last remaining unprotected primary 
forests to avert ecological disaster is the 
goal, targeting BCTS operating areas is 
low-hanging fruit. 

BCTS, under enough fire from 
public opinion, will need to make 
concessions. Chances are those 
concessions wouldn’t be limited to 
BCTS. 

Forestry corporations have at least 
some inherent reasons to manage their 
tenures sustainably, while BCTS does 
not. 

BCTS is complicit and integrated 
with the Ministry of Forests’ divisive 
policies around old-growth logging 
deferrals and First Nations. 

BCTS and the BC NDP backtracked 
on BCTS halting the logging of defined 
old growth. 

BCTS’s accepted methodologies of 
aging cut blocks raise many concerns. 

BCTS is the biggest culprit around 
the province for logging where the 
citizens who live in the area don’t want 
them to log. 

Tuesday September 24. The Nelson-
based rally will be in front of Nelson 
City Hall and the Castlegar-based rally 
will be in front of the BCTS location at 
845 Columbia Avenue.

Joe Karthein
Balfour

Thanks from an 
Argenta resident

As a resident of Argenta and an 
evacuee during the recent wildfire, I have 
many people to thank for the privilege 
of returning home to a community that 
still stands.

Numerous acts of kindness carried 
us through the trying times of the fire. 
People in the Lardeau Valley and Kaslo 
generously hosted us when we had 
to leave our homes. Thank you to the 
volunteers who provided emergency 
support services at the Kaslo Legion, 
especially the Legion Auxiliary who 
fed many each day. They made the 
hall a welcoming meeting spot through 
the tense time when the fate of our 
community hung in the balance. Much 
thanks also to Deb Borsos of the Argenta 
fire crew, who led the dispatchers 
organizing the evacuation and sent daily 
updates on the firefighting progress.

Special thanks are in order to the 
Sentinel crew of the BC Fire Service 
who fought the fire for the first two 
weeks. Incredibly, no houses were lost. 
Without their efforts, we would not have 
a community to go back to. Thanks to 
the equipment operators who worked 
night and day, sometimes with fire at 
their elbows, to build a fire guard around 
Argenta in record time. The Province 
also put incredible effort and resources 
into air support for the ground crews.

The other key to saving Argenta was 
the local ASAP fire crew of 23 people 
who have been training for ‘the big 
one’ for years. They were on the fire at 
dawn after it started during the nighttime 
lightning strikes. A particular shout out to 
Rik Valentine, who led the crew and has 
held annual courses to train and certify 
the firefighters. Rik has been relentless in 
trying to raise awareness about fire risk 
while organizing for the inevitable, and 
his efforts paid off many times during 
the fire.

Lastly, I want to thank Dick Brenton, 
a ranger at the Lardeau Forest Service 
station in the 1970s, who trained many 
residents as firefighters. In the early 
2000s, he organized a local fire crew, 
which was mobilized when another large 
fire threatened Argenta in 2007. That 
crew played a key role in spite of the 
initial attitude of the then Forest Service, 
which was basically ‘get out of our way.’ 
Dick continued to train and certify a local 
fire crew and eventually passed on the 
mantle to Rik.

This time around, the commander 
of the Sentinel crew, Daniel Klein, took 
a very different attitude to the locals 
crew working directly with them and 
incorporating some into the BCWS crew. 
The BCWS structural protection unit and 
the local crew also worked together to 
set up sprinklers and wrap houses with 
tarps. I hope that this type of cooperation 
becomes standard across the province.

BCTS is projecting nearly doubling 
their harvest volume over the next few 
years, justified under the scientifically 
questionable guises of wildfire 
mitigation and fire salvage logging. 

BCTS is violating its trust duties to 
the public to steward our resources for 
our collective, long-term best interests 
by not adapting to climate change. 

BCTS’s logging practices, including 
clearcutting, replanting dense, single-
aged stands, and the suppression of 
deciduous trees through mechanical 
brushing or the arial spraying of 
glyphosate, dramatically increases the 
likelihood of catastrophic, fast-moving 
wildfires. 

BCTS justifies their sustainability 
using an international standards group 
called Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI), yet SFI has come under scrutiny 
worldwide for its lack of environmental 
checks and balances. It is unacceptable 
for our provincial government to rest 
claims of BCTS’s sustainability on this 
highly-flawed standard. 

BCTS historically and currently 
only manages for the single value of 
timber extraction. 

A key tenet in BCTS’s current 
business plan is to “continue to actively 
engage and collaborate with key 
customer and supplier stakeholders.” 
BCTS collaborates with the Timber 
Sales Advisory Council (TSAC), 
which is a group made up of industry 
lobbyist groups. These communications 
exclude all other values beyond timber 
extraction. 

BCTS’s auction-based pricing 
model has an inevitable effect of driving 
down the price of BC’s timber harvest. 

BCTS professes that they are aiming 
to increase the value-added market, but 
less than 11% of BCTS harvested trees 
get any value added to them beyond 
being turned into dimensional lumber. 

BCTS professionals, including 
foresters, engineers, geoscientists, 
biologists, agrologists, and science 
technologists and technicians are 
governed under the Professional 
Reliance Act. Under the Act, these are 
considered “self-regulating professions.” 
Professional reliance is a method of 
governance regarded by many as putting 
“the fox guarding the hen house” making 
accountability difficult or impossible. 

BCTS touts how important they 
are for the economy and jobs, but the 
evidence shows their contributions 
are questionable when compared 
to the existential realities of their 
mismanagement of our forests in the 
face of a changed climate. 

Unless we want to see vast areas 
of ice and rock with low ecological 
importance make up most of BC’s goal 
of protecting 30% of our province by 
2030, some of BCTS’s operating area 
will need to be included. 

BCTS is a microcosm for the whole 
forestry industry. 

Even if you’ve never attended a 
protest or rally before, please consider 
joining the numerous grassroots groups 
and individuals from around the province 
at a Transform BC Timber Sales Rally. 
All rallies will start at 12 noon on 

Sadly, Dick, who had no doubt this 
fire was coming, passed away a few years 
ago. I like to think that he’ll recognize 
his legacy in the Argenta crew’s actions 
and success, from wherever he hangs 
out these days.

Dave Putt
Argenta

increasingly rely on external systems 
of control – systems that thrive on 
dependency and subjugation. This 
tendency to contract with the system, 
to seek solutions and support from 
external authorities, ultimately results in 
a surrender of autonomy, freedom, and 
spiritual sovereignty.

From a deeper spiritual perspective, 
this reliance on external systems is 
not just a legal or societal issue but a 
profound spiritual problem. Every time 
we contract with the system, we are not 
only engaging in an agreement that binds 
us legally, but we are also making an 
esoteric transaction where we surrender 
a portion of our willpower, our divine 
spark, to forces that do not have our best 
interests at heart.

In spiritual teachings, the journey 
toward enlightenment and liberation is 
one of reclaiming the lost aspects of our 
consciousness, regaining our autonomy, 
and awakening to our true nature. The 
system, in this context, represents the 
many distractions, temptations, and false 
promises that lure us away from this path. 
When we contract with the system, we 
are metaphorically making a pact with 
forces that seek to keep us asleep, bound 
to the material world, and disconnected 
from our inner divinity.

Ponder this: the current state of 
affairs, where people find themselves 
increasingly ‘trapped’ by the very 
systems they once trusted, is a direct 
reflection of this spiritual contract. By 
relying on external systems, we are 
ignoring the fundamental truth that all 
power, wisdom, and authority lie within 
us. This dependency on the system is a 
form of spiritual slumber – a condition 
where individuals are not fully conscious 
of their actions and their consequences, 
both on a material and spiritual level.

True liberation comes from self-
knowledge, from awakening to the 
reality of our own inner divinity. This 
awakening is an act of reclaiming our 
power from the system and from all 
external sources of control. It requires 
us to break the contracts, both seen 
and unseen, that bind us to the material 
world and its illusions. The system, 
with its endless contracts, agreements, 
and dependencies, is designed to keep 
us trapped in a cycle of ignorance and 
suffering, feeding off our spiritual energy.

The current societal issues serve as 
a wake-up call. They are a manifestation 
of the collective surrender of personal 
responsibility and spiritual autonomy. 
People are ‘exploited’ because they 
have allowed themselves to be, by 
continuously choosing the path of least 
resistance, the path that leads to further 
entrapment within the system.

To truly address this issue, there must 
be a profound shift in consciousness. 
Individuals must begin to see beyond 
the material contracts and recognize 
the deeper spiritual agreements they 
are making. They must take back their 
power, reclaim their autonomy, and 
begin the journey of self-discovery and 
spiritual awakening. This is not just 
about legal or societal reform; it is about 
a fundamental transformation in how we 

Considering 
Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Sarah 
for Details: 
250-265-0002

Jazz Fest 
washrooms

As manager of the Kaslo Municipal 
Campground, I wish to respond to 
concerns regarding the provision of 
washrooms during Jazz Fest.

Regarding  camping space 
numbers:

There were 57 camping units on 
the Service Road boulevard and Logger 
Sports grounds, which accommodated 
128 people, all of whom were in self-
contained units and therefore not in 
need of bathroom facilities. 

There were 27 camping units in 
the gazebo area which accommodated 
60 people, two of which were self-
contained. 

In the tenting area on the east side 
of the ball field fence, there were 51 
tents with 48 people. 

In the campsite proper, there were 
35 units – 26 were self-contained. The 
total number of people here was 80.

The camping spaces accommodated 
a total of 316 people. Eliminating the 
self-contained units, there were 186 
people in need of bathroom facilities. 
The basic requirement for events is one 
toilet per 30 people. We have 12 flush 
toilets, which meets the requirement. 
Portapotties have not been used during 
Jazz Fest as the ballfield is no longer 
used for camping. 

There are often people camped on 
the beachhead by the skatepark, but 
this is not sanctioned and therefore 
not factored into the numbers. Could 
the feces people are reporting be from 
non-registered/unauthorized users such 
as those along the beachhead? Do keep 
in mind that during Jazz Fest, people 
are typically using the bathrooms down 
in Kaslo Bay and in the evening are 
returning and using the facilities at 
staggered times.

For May Days, the Chamber of 
Commerce brings in portapotties, for 
which there is a line-up. This contrasts 
with Jazz Fest, during which I have 
never observed more than a couple 
of people waiting to use a washroom.

If anyone would like to discuss this 
issue further, they are welcome to come 
see me at the campground during the 
day. Alternatively, they can approach 
the Village of Kaslo. 

Trish Bennett, Kaslo 
Campground Manager

Kaslo
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Public Notice
AERIAL FOREST NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

Take notice that the Ministry of Forests will be applying 
nitrogen fertilizer to approximately 4500 hectares of forest 
land in the Kinbasket and Trout Lake/Lardeau areas using 
helicopters. The work is scheduled to  
start on September 17, 2024, and be 
completed by October 17, 2024.

For maps of the treatment areas 
please visit ow.ly/gvXs50SY5rf  
or scan the QR code. 

If you have questions or require more information,  
please email: Diane.Millar@gov.bc.ca

Sunday Sit, 
October 22, 

9:30-11:00 am, 
Knox Hall

Come for either or both parts:
9:30 to 10:15, Guided Meditation

Break
10:30 Reflection on Sacred Text and 

Open Communion
Led by Therese DesCamp

For information about dates, locations and 
online links for Wide Spot programs, contact 
widespottz@netidea.com.

Wide Spot: 
Some assembly 
required
by Therese DesCamp

I have been reassembling our 
freezers, moving turkey and frozen 
wontons and homemade soup from 
the inside freezer to the newly empty 
outside freezer. It’s empty because 
friends have been able to go home: 
their frozen chickens, applesauce 
and tomato paste have gone home, 
too.

I am also reassembling my 
office. Strewn across desk and 
floor are the important files which 
I grabbed for our ‘go-bag’: all of 
these need to be pared down before I 
chuck them back into the file cabinet.

One more reassembly in process: 
a difficult working relationship has 
been terminated. This is a relief. But 
the ending has me questioning my 
judgment, wondering what I could 
have said or done differently. I’d like 
to set this to rest, to know the ‘truth,’ 
but I have a sneaking suspicion that 
there is no single truth here. My 
understanding of myself needs to 
be reassembled; I fear it’s not going 
to look quite so sleek and sure as I 
would like, dammit.

There is  a f inal  internal 
reassembly going on, messier, 
deeper and harder than all of the 
above. A well of grief from this 
summer is slowly unfurling in my 
chest. When I look at the fallen, 
blackened forest across the lake, 
when I drive Silverton Hill, when I 
hear what my friends and neighbours 
are going through as they return to 
the damaged land, I fall into sorrow.

Every few years, George and I 
purchase something – a bookcase, 
a rolling side table, a bathroom 
cupboard – that comes in a flatpack. 

Because I am allegedly the handy 
person in my household, assembly 
often falls to me. The goal, always, 
is to have no parts left over at the 
end. No extra screws, no extraneous 
plastic joint, no superfluous hinges: 
everything used, everything fits. 
All tidy.

A commitment to tidy assembly 
is appropriate for flatpack tables 
and cabinets. It works pretty well 
for freezers and office spaces, too. 
But tidy assembly doesn’t work 
well for humans dealing with loss. 
There is always something left over; 
there is more reality than we can 
stuff into our small mental boxes. 
Grief is, by nature, overwhelming. 
Personally, I have found myself 
crying unpredictably; being mean 
as a snake; wanting to sleep all 

day; feeling swamped and useless; 
avoiding human contact. While it’s 
tempting to file these feelings under 
blame, or self-reproach, or defeat, or 
numbness – and then walk away as 
if that were the end of it – if we are 
incredibly brave, we will face into 
the losses. We can stay in the heart of 
the matter even as we are hot messes. 

I would like to pretend that I am 
‘better’ than this. But as my spiritual 
director said, “There is nothing to be 
ashamed of; there is nothing to be 
ignored.” So I am doing my best to 
accept the whole range of sensations 
and emotions – my own and yours 
too – because that’s where the juice 
is. That’s the reassembly life invites: 
welcoming all of reality with this 
completely beautiful and completely 
inadequate self.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t 
Commission (IJC) is working on 
getting a new two-year investigation 
of transboundary water pollution 
in the Elk-Kootenai/y watershed 
underway.

On March 8, Canada and the 
United States, in partnership with 
the Ktunaxa Nation, issued a joint 
reference asking the IJC to address 
mining and pollution in the shared 
watershed.

The IJC will convene a study 
board, comprised of experts and 
knowledge holders. The scope of the 
investigation will encompass the Elk 
Kootenai/y River system, including 
the entirety of Kootenay Lake down 
to the confluence with the Columbia 
River. The board will conduct studies 
to make recommendations regarding 
pollution and its impacts on peoples 
and species. 

On August 6, the IJC held an 
online information session about 
the study board. Canadian and US 
commissioners gave an overview of 
what the IJC is all about, and how the 
study board will proceed. 

The IJC was created by Canada 

IJC establishing study board to address pollution in the Elk Kootenai/y watershed
and the United States to manage and 
protect shared lake and river systems 
along the border. It is an independent, 
international organization guided by 
the Boundary Waters Treaty, signed 
by the two governments in 1909. The 
IJC investigates transboundary issues 
and recommends solutions when 
asked by the governments of Canada 
and the US. Six commissioners 
– three from each country – are 
appointed by the Governor General 
of Canada (on advice from the 
Prime Minister) and the President 
of the US. 

The study board wil l  be 
established by September 6. Then it 
will get to work, developing a plan 
of study and engaging with the public 
and Indigenous communities.

By fall of 2025, the board will 
have developed an interim report with 
its recommendations. By September 
6, 2026, the board will present its 
final report and recommendations. 

Supporting the study board will 
be an Indigenous knowledge task 
force; advisory groups made up of a 
Council of Governments, the public, 
and industry professionals; technical 
working groups specializing in 
ecosystems, human health, water 

quality, and culture/socio-economics; 
an independent review group; and 
the IJC support team, made up of 
lead commissioners, study liaisons, 
communications, and IM/IT.  

During the August 15 meeting 
of the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay’s board of directors, 
Area A Director Garry Jackman 

was appointed to the Council of 
Governments (one of the advisory 
groups) as a West Kootenay 
representative in support of the IJC’s 
study board. 

Along with the study board, 
the IJC assisted Canada, the US, 
the Ktunaxa Nation, the Province 
of BC, and the states of Montana 
and Idaho in the establishment of 
a governance body. The body will 
develop and report on an action plan 
to reduce and mitigate the impacts 
of water pollution in the watershed. 
The body’s terms of reference were 
drafted on June 30. The various 
governments are now in the process 
of approving the terms. 

CORRECT 
LINK

In our August 22 issue, we ran an 
advertisement on page 3 announcing 
an application process for wildfire 
support funds for community 
members, non-profits and businesses 
in Silverton, New Denver and Area 
H north of Slocan City. The ad had 
an incorrect link to the application 
form. The correct link is: https://
slocansolutions.wordpress.com/
wildfire-support/
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This notice is to inform the public that the aerial application of nutrients 
will occur on approximately 1,000 hectares in the Selkirk Forest District. Areas to be 
treated are previously harvested cut blocks in TFL 23 in Mosquito, Oatscott, Johnston, 
Renata, Burton and Galena Bay areas. Aerial application operations are scheduled for 
September to December 2024. 
Overview maps of treatment areas are located at: https://tinyurl.com/TFL-23-Applica-
tion-Maps
The funding is provided by the Provincial Government through the Forest Investment 
Program. The purpose is to increase carbon sequestration from the atmosphere by in-
creasing individual tree growth. 
The nutrients are in the form of a urea compound in the form of pellets that will be ap-
plied aerially to the prescribed areas. The application is a highly precise, pilot-controlled 
system.  There will be no application to streams or any standing body of water. Water 
quality will be measured on representative fish streams and domestic watersheds before, 
during, and after the application per approved guidance, as required.
Nutrient application will increase ecosystem carbon between 25 and 57 tonnes of car-
bon per hectare over a ten-year period depending on the site characteristics and species 
composition. Other benefits of forest nutrient management include increased tree and 
shrub growth for ungulate cover, enhanced habitat for some species of birds, improved 
post-harvest green up, and visual qualities.

For more information on the Forest Investment Program: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/forest-investment-program  

For more information on the Forest Nutrient Management Program in BC: https://
www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nrs-climate-
change/mitigation/forest-carbon-initiative/module_2_fertilization_web.pdf

For more information, please contact Michael.Andres@gov.bc.ca

Michael Andres, RPF
Forest Investment Specialist
Forest Investment and Reporting Branch
Ministry of Forests

Public Notice – Forest Nutrient 
Management on Crown Land

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

AVAILABLE NOW!
PALS has a young adult, male cat 
ready to go to his Forever Home. 
Meet Freddy!  Freddy loves attention 
and is very affectionate.  He is also 
very curious and loves to explore his 
surroundings out in the sun.  For more 
information, phone PALS today at 
250-265-3792.  We will call you back. 

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council granted five permissive 
tax exemption requests for 2025: 
to the Arrowtarian Senior Citizens 
Society for four housing properties, 
and to the Nakusp Senior Citizens 
Branch 71 for its clubhouse property. 

This is a significant decrease 
f rom 2024 ,  wh ich  s aw  15 
organizations receive exemptions for 
21 properties. The biggest reason for 
the drop: applicants not submitting 
sufficient financial documentation 
to demonstrate their financial need.

Director of finance Mark Tennant 

Nakusp council, August 26: Five permissive tax exemptions granted for 2025, down from 21 in 2024
told council that a lot of applicants 
didn’t provide a budget, income 
statements, or other documents 
needed for him to perform an 
adequate assessment. For this 
reason, they could not be granted 
exemptions. 

Out of the 17 applications 
received from 10 organizations, only 
four provided sufficient financials.

Staff evaluated the applications 
based on six criteria outlined in the 
Village’s permissive tax exemption 
policy, which was adopted this 
year. Only the Arrowtarians and the 
Nakusp Seniors Citizens Branch 
met all six.

“User groups need to treat this 
like a grant application… They 
have to submit what’s required 
to receive the grant, just like we 
would,” said CAO Wayne Robinson. 
“If [the Village] submitted a grant 
application that didn’t provide all 
the details requested, we would be 
denied immediately.”

Among the organizations not 
receiving exemptions this year are 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services, Halcyon Assisted Living 
Society, the Old Firehall Collective, 
and Arrow Lakes Hospital Auxiliary. 

The  2025 munic ipa l  tax 
exemption for the Arrowtarian 
Senior Citizens Society and the 
Nakusp Senior Citizens Branch 71 
properties is $13,397, about 0.95% 
of total municipal taxes.

Buildings used for public 
worship do not need to apply for 

permissive tax exemptions, as they 
already receive statutory exemptions. 
An application needs to be made, 
however, for the rest of the property 
(parking lots, land, etc.) to be fully 
exempt. No churches or places of 
worship applied for exemptions for 
2025.
FireSmart funding

The Village has funding available 
for residents to receive FireSmart 
home assessments and rebates for 
completing mitigation activities on 
their properties. 

The Home Partners Program 
(HPP) offers home assessments on 
private land. Residents receive a 
detailed report that outlines actions 
they can take to reduce their wildfire 
risks.

Residents with completed 
assessments are eligible for the 
Home Partners Rebate program, 
which reimburses 50% of the cost 
of mitigation activities, up to $5,000. 

“We should try to get half of the 
community taking advantage of [the 
FireSmart] program because if they 
can’t save Fort McMurray… if they 
can’t save Jasper, if they can’t save 
communities that have real assets – in 
the grand scheme of things, we’re not 
that big of a deal,” urged Councillor 
Aidan McLaren-Caux.

This is free money to help 
residents prepare their homes to 
mitigate damage from wildfires, 
he said. 

“We could be hit by fire at any 
time… it’s not if, it’s when.”

The funding comes from the 
Community Resiliency Investment 
(CRI) fund, provided by the Union 
of BC Municipalities (UBCM). The 
Village has funding approved for 20 
HPP initial assessments, and up to 
$80,000 for HPP rebates.

The Village also has $3,900 
in CRI funding for the FireSmart 
Neighbourhood Recognit ion 
Program (FNRP). The program 
supports neighbourhoods and 
areas to complete mitigation 
activities. A volunteer steps up as 
a ‘neighbourhood champion’ to 
recruit residents in the immediate 
area, and funding is available for 
recognized neighbourhoods for 
mitigation activities. 

Interested residents are welcome 
to contact the Village office, or check 
the Village’s website, for more 
information.
Draft bylaw reduces 
arena rental rates

Council gave three readings to a 
fees and charges bylaw amendment, 
which will set swimming rates for 
the hot springs 50th anniversary 
in October, chalet rates for next 
year, and rental rates for the sports 
complex.

During hot springs anniversary 
celebrations on October 19, adults 
can swim for $1.50 ($2.50 for a day 
pass) and youth for $0.75 ($1.50 for 
a day pass).

Chalet rates for next year will 
increase by about 7%. 

Rates for sports complex rentals 
will be reduced, to encourage 
residents to use the facility more. 
There are commercial and cost 
recovery (non-profit/youth/fitness) 
rates. The cost recovery rate to rent 
the auditorium is $50 for one to two 
hours; $90 for three to four hours; 
and $125 for five to eight hours. The 
kitchen at the cost recovery rate costs 
$55 for one to two hours and $90 for 
five to eight hours.

Rental options at the sports 
complex include the auditorium, 
kitchen, arena floor (no ice), lobby, 

parking lot, and curling club lounge. 
Other Village facilities for rent 
include the gazebo, park concession, 
gardens, beach, ball diamonds, 
Emergency Services Building 
(training room), sound system, and 
portable stage.
Sports complex 
improvements

Council gave three readings to a 
loan authorization bylaw to borrow 
$100,000 for capital improvements 
at the Nakusp and District Sports 
Complex. 

The project includes curling 
brine headers, a roof over the egress 
door of the ice plant, solar system 
grid tie, a new projector for the 
auditorium, a lunchroom window, 
and rink storage. 

The loan term would be 15 
years, adding $9,453 to the annual 
debt servicing cost to bring it to 
$138,184. The loan would be through 
the Municipal Finance Authority of 
BC (MFABC) and likely issued in 
April 2025. 

Staff will submit the bylaw 
to the Inspector of Municipalities 
for approval. Once approved, the 
Village will proceed with an alternate 
approval process to seek approval 
from electors. If electoral approval 
is obtained, council will adopt the 
bylaw and the Village will take out 
the loan.

The Village currently has 
$1,170,054 in long-term debt: 
$64,460 remaining for upgrades to 
the arena ice plant (debt started in 
2014); $164,123 for the auditorium 
roof and solar panels (2013); 
$350,234 for repairs to the hot springs 
in 2006 (2011, borrowed from 
reserves); $54,263 for constructing 
the Emergency Services Building 
(2011); $82,503 for the sewer lift 
station (2003); $227,692 for a fire 
tender equipment loan (2017); and 
$226,779 for the North Kuskanax 
water and sewer LSA (2018). 

All loan terms for the above are 
20 years except for the sewer lift 
station, which is 25 years. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

COMMUNITY

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-9 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales available 
during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Our book sale was a great success. Thanks to all the book lovers out there – we hope you’re 

enjoying your books! • Recent additions to our eco-fashion collection include Canadi-
an-designed clothing from Leka, Brok Boys, Abaka, Terry Sasaki, and OÖM / Message 
Factory • More uniquely beautiful glassware, pottery, chopsticks and holders are here 
from Japan • We may just have the finest selection of greeting cards in the Valley • ‘Kite 
of Possibilities’ – the newest release from Slocan’s favourite family band The Rainbow 
Hippos – has dropped, and we’ve got it! • Open Monday to Saturday, 10-5, and Sunday, 
10-3 • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •
Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RV park proposed for Kaslo’s 
South Beach may be one step closer 
to fruition.

Council directed staff to negotiate 
and finalize the terms and conditions 
of a purchase and sale agreement 
with landowner, Quality Property 
Developments. The decision was 
made during the regular council 
meeting on August 28. 

The agreement would see QP 
Developments purchasing 5.44 acres 
of Village road allowances located 
within the South Beach property. The 
Village would purchase 1.55 acres of 
QP’s land in the riparian area along 
Kaslo River. 

Council also gave second reading 
to QP’s rezoning application. QP 
would like to rezone the RV park 
development area as commercial 
recreation, and the remaining land as 
residential.

These two decisions were not 
unanimous, however. 

“I’d just like to state publicly that 
while I do recognize the [municipal] 
campground is maxed and that we do 
need additional options for expanding 
camping and having people in Kaslo,” 
said councillor Matthew Brown, 
“but I personally don’t believe that 
there’s adequate public support for 
rezoning and I won’t be voting on 

South Beach land exchange terms to be negotiated and finalized
anything moving forward to further 
this project.”

Since the rezoning application 
was given first reading in October 
2023, the Village has received 
countless letters, most against but 
some in support of the development.

QP hosted a public information 
meeting last November and shared 
the feedback they received with 
council. Residents expressed a desire 
for fewer RV sites, and had concerns 
about water supply issues in the dry 
months, and potential flood impacts 
on the septic system (the property 
is located in the floodplain). Mostly, 
residents were concerned about losing 
access to the land and lakeshore, 
which has become an unofficial park 
for the community since the sawmill 
closed in 1980. 

CAO Robert Baker emphasized 
that second reading does not 
inherently mean council intends to 
approve rezoning. As well, the terms 
for the purchase and sale of land are 
non-binding until an agreement is 
finalized. Nothing is set in stone yet. 

“It’s also worth noting that we 
haven’t laid out every single step and 
consideration that we’re going to need 
to go through,” said Baker. “I tried 
to focus on what is the task at hand, 
which is land disposition at this point.”
Land disposition

In the process of drafting terms 

for the agreement, the Village and QP 
Developments had the land appraised 
by an unbiased third party.

The updated appraisal values each 
acre at $52,500. The Village has 5.44 
acres to sell to QP, valued at $285,600. 
QP has 1.55 acres to sell, valued at 
$81,375. 

The appraiser initially estimated a 
hypothetical per-acre rate of $150,000. 
However, the rate was discounted due 
to shape and orientation, lack of legal 
access, and lack of value to any other 
party. 

Shape and orientation discounted 
$22,500 per acre (15%). Lack of legal 
access discounted $52,500 (35%). 
And lack of marketability discounted 
$22,500 (15%). 

QP Development’s rezoning 
application hinges on obtaining the 
Village’s road allowances. Without 
them, it can’t consolidate lots and 
move forward with the next steps of 
development: rezoning, subdivision, 
permitting.

If the Village proceeds with the 
land exchange, it would benefit from 
owning all land along the river’s 
riparian area, and a small piece where 
the river meets the lake. 
Lakeshore access

“We had a discussion with QP 
Developments about concern on the 
waterfront, where the public might 
not feel welcome even if the private 

owner says they’re not looking to push 
the public out,” said CAO Baker. “We 
want some assurance that the public is 
not going to feel unwelcome.”

QP Developments’ plan to keep 
waterfront access open and welcome 
to the public includes building a 
multi-use path within the 30-metre 
riparian setback. The path would 
travel adjacent to the public road, 
meandering with the shape of the 
river, from the highway to the RV 
park entrance. 

At the end of the multi-use path 
would be a walkway, extending to the 
lakeshore at the mouth of the river. 
At the RV park entrance (where the 
multi-use path ends), QP would install 
parking spots for the public to easily 
access the walking path to the lake. 

Once at the lake, the public would 
have access to the lakeshore from the 
natural high-water boundary down 
to the water. To give the public even 
more comfort and space, and to take 
into account fluctuating water levels, 
QP would also include an easement 
across the lakeshore with a path for 
the public in addition to the 15-metre 
Waterfront Development Area. 

Staff and QP have talked about 
who ought to own the lakeshore land. 
If owned by the Village, it would be 
considered public property. However, 
the Village might find it difficult to 
monitor and control for undesirable 

activity, which would affect RV park 
users. If QP owned the land as part 
of the RV park, it could more easily 
monitor activity along the lakeshore. 

Mayor Suzan Hewat asked if 
council could go for a site visit to 
have a boots-on-the-ground visual of 
the proposed paths and setbacks. CAO 
Baker said QP Developments would 
“absolutely stake everything out in a 
heartbeat” for council. 
Water supply

CAO Baker told council that the 
Village’s water supply can serve a 
population of about 1,500.

In the summer months, when 
residents are watering lawns and 
yards, the Village starts to push at that 
capacity a bit, he said. 

To address public concerns about 
water supply issues due to the influx 
of people during the dry season, 
Baker said the Village would put in 
restrictions to limit sprinklers in the 
RV park.

The Village would also like an 
easement on QP’s property for a raw 
water line to go up from the lake to 
the golf course. This would reduce 
the amount of water being consumed 
by the golf course, said Baker, since 
it could use raw water from the lake, 
rather than treated water, for irrigation. 
This would free up capacity for other 
uses within the Village.  
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Proud to bring you the 16th season!

Walk - In - Hours: 11 am - 4 pm. Tues. - Sat. * INFO: 250.265.8888
203 FIFTH AVE. NW. • ESSENTIAL STOP IN NAKUSP

JULY 31  -  AUG.17 	 • STEPHANIE GAUVIN 

AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7 	 • MAUREEN HOWARD 

SEPTEMBER 11 - 28 • GRANT WADDELL 

by Jan McMurray
The Sandon Historical Society 

and the Langham Cultural Society are 
embarking on projects that recognize 
Sandon and Kaslo as important historic 
places for Japanese Canadians.

The two local organizations have 
received funding from the Japanese 
Canadian Legacies Society, under its BC 
Heritage Sites program.

In Sandon, the window of the newly 
renovated Burns Atherton building will 
display stories of the Japanese Canadian 
residents who were interned in Sandon 
from 1942 to 1944. 

Abi Marsh, secretary-treasurer of the 
Sandon Historical Society, says once the 
‘Window to the Past’ project is finished, 
there will be four interpretive panels in 

Outside the newly renovated Burns building in Sandon: Amanda Murphy (project manager), 
Carolyn Nakagawa (researcher), Abi Marsh (Sandon Historical Society), Gerald Wagner 

(Sandon Historical Society), John Wilson (Sandon Historical Society).

At the Langham: Russell Precious (Langham Cultural Society Board President), Carolyn 
Nakagawa (researcher), Charissa Hoppenbrouwers (Langham Executive Director), Paul van 

Deursen (contractor), Chris Temple (Heritage Construction Advisor).

Sandon and Kaslo receive funding for Japanese Canadian legacy projects
the newly completed windows of the 
Burns building. The permanent exhibit 
will share the history of displacement 
from the West Coast, the establishment of 
community life in Sandon, and eventual 
departure from Sandon of the Japanese 
Canadian internees. 

Marsh says the Japanese Canadian 
Legacies Society approached the Sandon 
Historical Society some time ago about 
creating a permanent exhibition about 
the internment in Sandon. “We discussed 
several ideas – garden, plaque, kiosks – 
before deciding on interpretive panels 
in the Burns window. The panels will be 
sheltered from the weather but viewable 
all year round,” she said.

The first step – creating a plain white 
backdrop for the display – has been 

completed by Apple Tree Workshop out 
of New Denver. “They did a fabulous 
job of creating a room behind the display 
as a plain white backdrop,” Marsh said.

The project team is: project manager 
Amanda Murphy, researcher Carolyn 
Nakagawa and designer Danielle Jette. 
Danielle has family members who were 
born in Sandon during the internment.

“We’ll have a grand reveal in 
summer 2025!” promised Marsh.

In Kaslo, the Langham Cultural 
Society has received funding for a 
three-year project to restore areas of 
the Langham building that house the 
Japanese Canadian museum, and to 
update and enhance the museum exhibits. 

“The museum was established in 
1993 by the curator at the time, Ian 
Fraser, supported by the Executive 
Director at the time, Bernadette Lynch. 
They did an incredible job, so we’re 
really excited about building on that 
work and modernizing the museum so 
it remains an important and relevant 
place for people to come and learn about 
this important history,” said Charissa 
Hoppenbrouwers, Executive Director.

The project has two separate 
bu t  harmonious  components , 
Hoppenbrouwers said – the renovation/
restoration work and the modernization 
of the exhibits. For the renovations, the 
society has hired Bob Inwood of Winlaw, 
well-known heritage designer, to do 
designs for the Langham’s administrative 
office, the Loki room (often used for 
workshops and by community groups), 
and the public washrooms on the second 
and third floors. “These rooms will 
be brought back in line with heritage 
guidelines and will get a much-needed 
refresh,” Hoppenbrouwers said. 

The restoration work will include 
removing carpet and restoring the 

original wood floor throughout the 
building, and updating the electrical 
and other systems.  “The Langham is 
recognized as a BC heritage site, so it’s 
important that we continue to be good 
stewards of the building and do our best 
to restore the building’s original elements 
– restoring the floors is an important part 
of that,” Hoppenbrouwers said.

Kaslo residents Chris Temple 
(heritage construction advisor) and 
Paul van Deursen (leading contractor) 
have been hired for the construction 
component of the project, which is 
expected to begin this fall. 

The update of the exhibits will 
be done with the help of researcher 
Carolyn Nakagawa of Vancouver, a 
writer who has worked at the Nikkei 
National Museum in Burnaby. She 
visited Kaslo in June to begin researching 
and planning, and will work with Doug 
Munday, an established museum exhibit 
designer. Engagement with stakeholders 
is an important piece and will launch this 
fall, Hoppenbrouwers said. “We seek to 
work closely with the Kaslo community 
and the Japanese Canadian community 
and the many people who have been 
involved in the museum.”

The three-year timeline allows for 
minimal disruption to the operation of 
the building for tenants and visitors. “It 
will be a busy three years but our goal 
is to remain open throughout,” said 
Hoppenbrouwers.

The Japanese Canadian Museum at 
the Langham was one of the first exhibits 
about the internment in Canada, and the 
Village of Kaslo was the first municipality 
in Canada to formally apologize. “So the 
Langham became this important place to 
recognize, commemorate and remember 
that history,” Hoppenbrouwers said.

The City of Greenwood is also a 
recipient of the JCLS funding, and will 
develop a Japanese garden. New Denver 
local Myles Berney is part of the team 
hired for the project.

A press release issued by JCLS 
says that after years of planning and 
collaboration, 27 sites were chosen for 
the funding, based on their significance 
to the prewar and wartime communities. 

Says JCLS CEO Susanne Tabata, 
“For Japanese Canadians, it is important 
to our community, and to our collective 
healing that we preserve these stories 
and acknowledge the places that, prior 
to uprooting, the Japanese Canadian 
community called home – the places 
where we flourished and raised our 
families and built our businesses, and 
the places where we experienced and 
overcame adversity. Commemorating 
and celebrating our historic places – 
most of which remain under-recognized 
and under-served – is long overdue. 
It is at the heart of our community’s 
work to reclaim our history and rebuild 
connections to our heritage in British 
Columbia.”
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submitted
Love flowers? Come on down to 

Crescent Valley Hall on September 
15 from 1 to 4 pm for a fun and 
relaxed dahlia show that’s all about 
enjoying the beauty of these 
spectacular blooms.

With just a $2 admission, this 
community event is perfect for 
anyone who wants to take a stroll 
among stunning dahlias, chat with 
fellow flower lovers, and pick up 
some growing tips along the way.

Expect to be wowed by a vibrant 
display of dahlias in every color, 
form, and size. From pom-poms to 
dinner-plate varieties, there will be 
an impressive range of blooms that 
celebrate the diversity of this beloved 
garden flower. And while this isn’t 
a judged show, it’s a great chance 
to admire some of the best blooms 
that local growers have to offer – no 
competition, just pure flower power.

Throughout the afternoon, find 
plenty of inspiration and information 
to take home. Learn about dahlia 
classification, discover the different 
forms, and get hands-on growing tips 
from experienced dahlia enthusiasts. 
Whether you’re a seasoned grower 
or a beginner, there’s something for 
everyone, and you’re sure to leave 
with new ideas for your garden.

The show is also the perfect 
place to connect with other dahlia 
lovers in a laid-back setting. Swap 
stories, share advice, or simply soak 

First annual dahlia show at Crescent Valley Hall on September 15
up the atmosphere of a community 
brought together by a shared love 
of these amazing flowers. It’s all 
about enjoying the day, meeting new 
people, and celebrating the blooms 
we all adore.

Got some show-stopping dahlias 
of your own? We’d love for you to 
share them with everyone. If you’re 
interested in adding your blooms to 
the display, please contact Aimee at 

die.blute.florals@gmail.com before 
September 10 to get the details on 
how to drop off your flowers. Your 
dahlias could be the highlight of the 
event.

Grab your friends, bring your 
family, and spend an afternoon 
surrounded by beautiful flowers 
and great company. No pressure, no 
judging – just a fun, flower-filled day 
at Crescent Valley Hall. 

submitted
Join Ross Klatte and Tom Wayman 

on September 18 at 7 pm as they read 

Two new books on finding home in BC’s West Kootenay featured at reading in Slocan 
from and discuss their recent books 
about finding home in the Kootenays. 
The reading will take place at the 

Slocan Legion, located at 502 Harold 
Street in Slocan. 

The event is by donation and 

sponsored by the Slocan Community 
Library.

Many people call the West 
Kootenay home, but their roots to the 
region can differ greatly.

Balfour author Klatte’s novel, 
Waiting for the Revolution, is an 
account of 1960s-era young people 
trying to find happiness in communal 
living in the Kootenays. Klatte, who 
came to the area in 1970, won the CBC 
Literary Competition for non-fiction 
in 1990, and one of his short stories 
was shortlisted for the Journey Prize 
in 2011.

Winlaw author Wayman’s memoir, 
The Road to Appledore or How I Went 
Back to the Land Without Ever Having 
Lived There in the First Place, covers 
Wayman’s adventures and misadventures 
since moving to the Slocan Valley in 
1989. In 2022, Wayman received BC’s 
George Woodcock Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in the literary arts. In 2015, 

the Vancouver Public Library named 
him a Vancouver Literary Landmark, 
with a plaque on the city’s Commercial 
Drive honouring his efforts to foreground 
people writing for themselves about their 
daily employment and its effects on them 
on and off the job.

The Slocan Community Library, an 
all-volunteer initiative, is at 710 Harold 
Street. The library is open Thursday 
from 1 to 5 pm, Friday from 7 to 9 pm, 
and Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
to 3 pm.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0Tom Wayman will read from his latest book, The Road to Appledore or How I Went Back to the Land Without Ever Having 

Lived There in the First Place, at the Slocan Legion on September 18.

Balfour author Ross Klatte will read from his book, Waiting for the Revolution, at the Slocan Legion, September 18.
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It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details 
or email: 

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

COMMUNITY

Alvin (Artie) 
George Johnson 

1954-2024 
The family of Alvin (Artie) 

Johnson is saddened to announce 
his passing on August 20, 2024. 
Artie succumbed to complications 
following a complex surgery in 
Kelowna, BC. 

Artie will be missed by his three 
sisters, Darlene (Smith), Cathy 
(Ziegler), Beth (Johnson), and by his 
best friend George Wilson. 

Artie was born in Nelson B.C. on February 18, 1954. He was 
predeceased by his wife, Marcia, and his mother and father (Mary and 
Ole Johnson of Kaslo, BC). 

Artie graduated High School in Kaslo, and attended the University of 
Victoria. He worked on several construction sites in northern Alberta and in 
Calgary. He preferred life in Kaslo, where he worked at the T&H Sawmill, 
and later, for many years as an ‘edger’ at the Meadow Creek Cedar mill. 
He was a member of the LIUNA (Laborers’ International Union of North 
America) local 1611. Artie was also an accomplished cabinet builder. His 
skill with wood is captured in his oak cabinets, hutches and wall units. 

Artie loved music and fishing. Artie brought much joy entertaining 
people over the years. He was a master accordionist. He began entertaining 
at an early age with his father, Ole Johnson at many community events. 
As a teenager, he was part of a band known as “The Boys,” comprised 
of Brian Morton, Mark Rota, Jake Humphries and Les Jones. He loved 
fishing in Kootenay Lake where Ole and Artie held the record for many 
years, of landing a Giant Gerrard Rainbow Trout. He would often fish 
with his best friend George Wilson, whom he described as the brother he 
never had. Artie was an avid crib player, and played cards with his sisters 
right up to the time of his passing. 
Artie was well liked for his quick wit, kind smile and gentle man-
nerisms. His final resting place will be with his mother and father 
at Kaslo Cemetery. A Celebration of Life will be held at the Kaslo 
Legion Hall on September 20, 1:00 pm.

submitted
A Country Road Rural Theatre 

Lab is an artist-focused series of 
workshops, discussions, performances, 
and community networking events for 
local theatre and performance artists. 

Hosted at the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre from September 20 
to 22, the event will feature workshops in 
dramaturgy, acting, vocals, viewpoints, 
improv, clowning, and devising. It will 
also feature a roundtable discussion 
on local rural production and the New 

Theatre and Performance Lab coming to the Vallican Whole this September
Works Cabaret, a showcase of short new 
theatre pieces by local artists. The New 
Works Cabaret, happening Saturday, 
September 21, will be open to a public 
audience and will be a fun showcase 
of emerging performance art in the 
Kootenays.

A special small-group workshop on 
dramaturgy is slated for the afternoon of 
Friday, September 20. Visiting dramaturg 
Vicki Stroich, who works at Caravan 
Farm Theatre in the North Okanagan, 
will lead an intensive introduction to 

dramaturgy, which is a broad-ranging 
creative practice that supports theatre 
artists and writers in the creation of 
new work.

Crea ted  wi th  pe r fo rmers , 
playwrights, directors, producers, 
educators, and students in mind, the 
Theatre Lab weekend aims to ignite 
contemporary artistic development, and 
to germinate the next wave of impactive, 
exciting, and relevant art making, while 
also fostering local connection and 
collaboration.

The Theatre Lab is seeking local 
theatre artists who would like to perform 
in the New Works Cabaret. If you are 
a performer who has a new piece in 
the works and would like to present an 
excerpt of the show in the cabaret for local 
exposure, please email ruraltheatrelab@
gmail.com. Honoraria are available for 
all performers. 

The suggested fee for the whole 
weekend of workshops is $150, however 
the Theatre Lab does not want money to 
be a barrier, so registration is available 

on a sliding scale. Registrants can reach 
out to organizers at ruraltheatrelab@
gmail.com for financial support and 
scholarships. Artists at all stages of their 
craft are welcome, and no one turned 
away for lack of funds.

The Theatre Lab is a project 
of the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre, with financial support from the 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance 
and the Columbia Basin Trust. For more 
information or to register to participate, 
please visit ruraltheatrelab.com.

submitted
T h e  S y i l x  O k a n a g a n , 

Secwépemc, and Ktunaxa Nations 
are calling on the federal and 
provincial governments to commit 
to sustaining funding to ensure 
salmon return to the upper Columbia 
River in BC.

The Columbia River was once 

BC First Nations call for sustaining Columbia River salmon reintroduction 
the source of the greatest salmon 
runs in the world. Millions of life-
giving sockeye and giant chinook 
swam upriver to spawn each year. 
But massive dams, beginning with 
Grand Coulee in Washington State, 
have blocked salmon from returning 
to the Columbia River’s Canadian 
headwaters for almost a century. 

Forty percent of the Columbia’s total 
2,000-kilometre length originates in 
British Columbia.

The hydroelectric power created 
by the dams lit up the west and made 
governments and utility companies 
rich on both sides of the border. The 
ongoing losses to Indigenous nations, 
tribes, and the entire Pacific salmon 
ecosystem are immense.

After years of negotiation 
to modernize the transboundary 
Columbia River Treaty, an agreement-
in-principle was announced July 11, 
2024. Now it’s time to act on salmon 
reintroduction commitments.
The initiative

Bringing the Salmon Home: 
The Columbia River Salmon 
Reintroduction Initiative, established 
in 2019, continues the longstanding 
collaborative work of the three 

nations to bring salmon back to the 
Upper Columbia.

“This is a continuation of our 
work through the decades, along with 
US tribes, in a One River, One Voice 
cultural process,” said Bringing the 
Salmon Home executive working 
group chair Mark Thomas, of the 
Secwépemc Nation. “It is our sacred 
responsibility.”

The US government recently 
committed to contribute over $1.2 
billion over the next 20 years to 
tribal-led salmon reintroduction on 
the American side of the Columbia 
River. However, government funding 
for the Bringing the Salmon Home 
Initiative in Canada runs out in 
March 2025.

“We have the track record, and 
the technology is available to deliver 
fish passage both down and upriver,” 
said kalʔlùpaɋʹn Chief Keith 
Crow, executive working group 
representative, Syilx Okanagan 
Nation. “Through our combined 
efforts, salmon are swimming today 

in the Upper Columbia system in 
BC. But it will take more than project 
funding that lasts just the single life 
cycle of a salmon.”

The long-term vision is to return 
salmon stocks for Indigenous food, 
social, and ceremonial needs, and 
to benefit the region’s residents and 
ecosystems as a whole. 

“We call on BC and Canada to 
provide the Bringing the Salmon 
Home Initiative with the sustaining 
core funding required to support our 
Indigenous-led salmon reintroduction 
work for a minimum of 20-years, in 
parallel with US tribal-led salmon 
reintroduction programs,” said Jason 
Andrew, executive working group 
representative, Ktunaxa Nation.
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CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp

250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the 
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer 
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open 
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, 
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations 
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park – Summit Lake
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and 
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake 
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well 
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites 
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan 
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, 
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver

250-358-2361     
NewDenver.ca     
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water 
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location 
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash 
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton

250-358-2472
silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside 
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside 
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with 
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan

250-355-2266 
campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately 
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, 
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, 
pets on leash and seasonal tourist/information booth. For reservations, please 
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground – Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 
info@lemoncreekcampground.ca 
lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. 
A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. 
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot 
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Valhalla Pines Campground  – Vallican

250-226-7796 
ValhallaPines.com
info@valhallapines.com
4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican
This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded 
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic 
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge, 
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo

250-353-2662
www.kaslo.ca
kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. 
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great 
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, 
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717
1-877-353-7717
Woodburyresort.com
Woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack – Nakusp

250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. 
Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). Choose a homemade 
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! 
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy 
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618 
1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com 
Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0
The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2 
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site 
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and 
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider – Nakusp

250-265-7044 
BurtonCityCider.ca
Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am. 
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on 
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn – New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz 
info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant 
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & off-sales. Open 7 days a week. Break-
fast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ 
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647 
williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink, 
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw

1-888-452-7428 
karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail 
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic. 
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel – Kaslo

kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com • 250-353-7714
Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible 
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar. 
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio 
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting 
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717 
1-877-353-7717 
woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com 
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub – Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous 
Fish & Chips. Wed.-Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 
1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com 
info@nakusp.com
Facebook 
Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, 
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters 
and fresh mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene 
riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful 
Arrow Lake. Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com
www.privatehotsprings.com
bookings@privatehotsprings.com
Facebook: hotsprings escape
Instagram: privathotspringscombc
250-448-6111
Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book 
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with 
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171 
250-229-4212
Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online 
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room, which includes 
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the 
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yaqan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES
Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408
info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. 
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - 
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s 
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro 
Shop at 250-358-2408.
Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
www.golfvalleyview.ca
250-226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate 
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse 
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee 
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.
Kaslo Golf Course – Kaslo
Kaslogolf.org
250-353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com
Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green & 
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day 
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts 
available. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese 
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES
Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre, 
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen 
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. 
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…
Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca 
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community 
gallery showcases a different regional artist every week, June 18-September 1. 
The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list 
of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley 
Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.

MUSEUMS
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site – New Denver
250) 358-7288 
nikkeimemorial.ca 
306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment 
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original 
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 
10 am-5 pm.
Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 
sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New 
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs 
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.
S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 
klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, 
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours 
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.
Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek
Museum.lvhs@gmail.com
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. Visit 
the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the 
Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum 
collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and places of 
North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. Open weekends 
mid-June to mid-September.

THINGS TO DO
Jennifer Chocolates – Nakusp
jenniferchocolates.com 
250-265-1799
Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop! 
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose 
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we’re just off main 
street, walk north on 4th Ave!
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755
vpo.ca 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-
Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925
kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures – clothing, 
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard – tours, rentals and 
lessons – mid May to Oct. Think outside…no box required.
KOOTENAY CATAMARAN – Slocan
250-551-8300
skorbotmex@gmail.com
Sailing Lessons: Three-lesson masterclass with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail 
Tour southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks, river 
float tube for three. Capt. Dave. Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, Mexico.

Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Summer clothing now on sale, and lots of 
new items arriving: Cozy winter woolens, 
cards, journals, art supplies, and more! 

Open Monday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo council, August 28: Village to develop drinking water protection plan
The Village will proceed with 

development of a drinking water 
protection plan for each of its water 
sources – Kemp Creek, Brooks Creek, 
Clark Creek, Cross Creek, and the 
Kaslo River – as per requirements of 
its Conditions of Operating Permit 
(COP).  

The BC Comprehensive Drinking 
Water Source to Tap Assessment 
Guideline sets the requirements for 
a protection plan, which must be 
completed by a team of professionals. 
To get the study underway, the Village 
will start by issuing a Request for 

Proposals (RFP). Once completed, 
the protection plan can be presented 
to Interior Health for approval. 

To offset the costs of the project, 
the Village will apply for the Disaster 
Resilience and Innovation Funding 
program. If the approval timeline is 
too tight to complete the plan by the 
end of the fourth quarter, the Village 
will fund the work through its 2024 
budget.

Other municipalities have spent 
up to $15,000 to develop drinking 
water protection plans.

The Village will also work on a 
Cross Connection Control Program 
(CCCP), as required by the COP. 
A CCCP protects the water system 
against backflow and potential 
contamination. Staff will develop a 
CCCP to present to council in the 
coming months.  

The Village was prompted to 
get started on these projects after 
a specialist environmental health 
officer from Interior Health reviewed 

its water supply system and COP in 
late 2019. Following the review, the 
Village was told that it was out of 
compliance with its COP in a few 
instances.

To achieve complete compliance, 
staff will also draft and implement a 
Water Quality Monitoring Program, 
and provide monthly and annual 
reports available for viewing by 
Village water users. Once the 
ultraviolet treatment system is 
operational, current treatment levels 
will also be brought into compliance. 

These steps support a multi-barrier 
approach model to safe drinking water.
Permissive tax exemptions

N i n e t e e n  c o m m u n i t y 
organizations in the village are 
looking at possible tax exemptions 
for 2025-2027, after council gave 
first reading to the permissive tax 
exemption bylaw. 

The total value of the municipal 
portion of 2025 exemptions is about 
$40,000, or 5.14% of municipal taxes. 
These numbers may fluctuate slightly, 
said Corporate Officer Allaway, as she 
noticed a few tweaks to be made in her 
written staff report. 

For comparison, Allaway provided 
other municipalities’ exemption 
totals from last year. Kaslo, with a 
population of 1,049, offered $65,023 
in exemptions; Nakusp (pop. 1,589) - 
$25,601; Salmo (pop. 1,140) - $40,986; 
Creston (pop. 5,583) - $71,380; Nelson 
(pop. 11,106) - $121,648.

“As a community, we’re very 
generous with our not-for-profits, arts 
groups, and heritage assets and I think 
that’s very noteworthy,” said Mayor 
Suzan Hewat. “But it does put a burden 
on the rest of the tax base… But we do 
give that support to our organizations 
in town.”

Allaway described a few ways the 
Village could bring down the value of 
exemptions, for example exempting 
only land and not improvements, or 
removing exemptions from portions 
of properties that generate revenue, 
such as the Golf Club’s pro-shop, 
kitchen and restaurant, the private 
Langham studios, the Legion lounge, 
the Thrift Store’s retail space, the 
Periwinkle daycare and any portion 
of the Arena that is sublet to an 
independent operator (besides the 
Curling Club).

In his comments on the staff report, 
CAO Robert Baker recommended 
that council consider asking staff 
to develop a formal policy to guide 
exemption decisions and bylaw 
development for 2026 and beyond.
FireSmart funding

The Village will submit an 
application to the UBCM Community 
Resiliency Investment (CRI) program, 
for 2024 FireSmart Community 
Funding and Supports. The grant 
offers $92,131.80. 

Jessie Lay, Kaslo’s FireSmart 
Coordinator, appeared before council 
to explain the funding plan she’s 
developed for the Village, which 
will allow it to continue FireSmart 
programming without a gap in funding 
or services. 

Because 2023 CRI funding runs 
out in the middle of September, she 

recommended applying for the 2024 
CRI to fund the remainder of the 
year. Then, the Village can submit an 
application for the 2025 CRI for the 
next two years.

“It sets us up to have more time 
to put together an intentional and 
thoughtful funding application in 
2025,” said Lay. “There’s a lot of 
debrief to be done with many agencies 
after the fire season, so I really like that 
we can incorporate that as we look 
towards the next few years.”

2025 funding offers $200,000 per 
year for FireSmart programming, and 
$100,000 per year for fuel modification 
treatments, for a total of $600,000 over 
two years. 

With the 2023 CRI, the Village 
updated its Community Wildfire 
Resiliency Plan; hired a FireSmart 
coordinator; formed a FireSmart 
committee; hosted eight public 
education and community engagement 
events; treated 8.7 hectares of 
municipal land; and performed 57 
homes assessments in the municipality 
(25) and surrounding area (32). 

The Village has received CRI 
funding for FireSmart programming 
since 2020.
Street signs and road 
markings

The Village will enter into an 
agreement with ICBC to complete 
a review of street signs and road 
markings around town. 

ICBC will offer funding to 
complete the review – $15,000 to be 
split 50/50 with the Village. The funds 
will pay a third party to perform the 
assessment. ICBC will also provide 
the Village with any new or updated 
road signs it may need.

Representatives from ICBC will 
also visit the Village and provide 
staff with information on street 
sign standards. This will give staff 
the knowledge to recognize when 
something is not right, said CAO 
Baker. 

The review will address complaints 
concerning traffic safety around Vimy 
Park and Lower Kaslo. 
RCMP quarterly report

Corporal Harland Venema of the 
Kaslo RCMP Detachment presented 
the quarterly crime statistics for April, 
May, and June. 

There were 95 calls for service 
in Kaslo, 61 calls south of Kaslo 
to Balfour, and 26 calls north of 
Kaslo. There were two auto thefts, 
one theft from a motor vehicle, three 
motor vehicle collisions, and one 
motor vehicle collision with a fatality. 
There were three assaults, 28 mental 
health related calls, 20 files involving 
alcohol/drugs, and one domestic 
violence file. 39 calls had to do with 
the Criminal Code (property, person/
violent, and other). 
Childcare meeting

Mayor Hewat will attend the 
Ministry of Education and Child Care 
meeting in Nelson in early September. 

At the meeting, key community 
partners and elected officials will 
discuss childcare access and expansion 
in the region. 

Mayor Hewat’s attendance 
expenses will be reimbursed.
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Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
• RENOVATIONS

• LIGHTING UPGRADES
• SERVICE UPGRADES

• SOLAR INSTALLATION
• OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

PETS

REAL ESTATE

HEALTH

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

CHURCH SERVICES

CARD OF THANKS

NOTICES
WANTED

SERVICES

PERSONALS

IN MEMORIAM

EDUCATION

PAUL’S HOME RENOS
Five Years Roofing and 

Building Experience
No job is too small

Better Call Paul: Cell: 250 505 9748
Email: pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, 

BC  V0G 1S0

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 

Dan & Jan.

THANK YOU to all who supported the 
annual Pavilion Memorial Gardens garage 
sale this July. With the help and support of 
so many, it was a great success.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am 
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a 
market is in the heart of the village under 
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer 

a bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us 
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates - 
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SQUARE DANCING – The next square 
dances are October 5 and November 9 at 
the Bosun Hall (7-9 pm).
JOIN US at Crescent Valley Hall on 
September 15, 1-4 pm, for a vibrant Dahlia 
Show with stunning blooms!
S L A C  P R E S E N T S :  G A B R I E L 
PALATCHI performance on grand piano. 
September 7, 7 pm, Silverton Memorial 
Hall. $20-40 sliding scale, tickets at door 
(cash). Silverton General Store is open 
before and after the show with treats and 
coffee!

HAND DRUMMERS:  ‘Guide for 
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’ 
music manual at Ravens Nest, New Denver; 
Otter Books & Eddy Music, Nelson; 
featuring Kootenay and West African 
musicians; info Stephen Lones 250-352-
2772.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
CO-OPERATIVE SPACE in Nakusp. 
Odette’s Wellness Centre. Rooms for 
rent: private/shared, daily-monthly rates. 
Wellness/medical practitioners. Opening 
this fall. www.odettesskincare.com. 250-
870-1629.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged 
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x 

4’s, 6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18” 
wide with live edges. 1½” thick. Ideal for 
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc. 
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796. 
Leave message with details. Hills.

CUSTOM FLOWER ESSENCES from 
local wilderness and organic gardens. 
Intuitive light worker helping people and 
animals for over 15 years. 250-226-7730.
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPY 
with Chris Shewchuk on Fridays and 
Saturdays in New Denver/Silverton. Enjoy 
the experienced hands of a local therapist. 
Direct billing available. Call 250-777-2203 
or visit smilinghands.ca

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
full-time and casual home care in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
DO YOU WANT TO WRITE for the 
Valley Voice? We want to connect with you! 
We’d like to hear from seasoned writers, 
inexperienced writers, older people, young 
people and everyone in between. If you’ve 
ever thought writing for the VV would be 
fun, please send an email to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.

“Home is where the heart is.”
Mike Lesnik
Nov. 6, 1946-Sept. 14, 2021

GOLD RING LOST IN THE KOHAN 
while performing Shakespeare by the Shore 
on June 27. It has great sentimental value for 
my mom so please return - thank you! 250-
777-4291 or pats.mclaughlin@gmail.com.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including 
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you 
can receive free, confidential support by 
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence 
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to 
your local emergency room for confidential 
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based 
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

MID ’50s ATTACHED MAN looking to 
build connections for friendship and more. 
Please contact ootshouse@gmail.com

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 10+ 

LOST years experience. Cars, trucks, boats. Full 
interior and exterior. Wash, wax, vaccum 
and conditioning. 778-774-8665.
LINDSTEIN LAWN CARE: Serving 
New Denver area. Lawn mowing, string 
trimming, pruning, branch removal, small 
tree removal. Call 250-777-2617.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details 
or email: 

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Summer Hours:
Mon. – Sat.

10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday

10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street, 
New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

REAL ESTATE 
PHOTOGRAPHER

GRAPHIC DESIGN
old photo retouching

VISIT  
abfoto.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

submitted
Due to low snowfall throughout 

the winter of 2023/2024, Kootenay 
Lake water levels are very low 
for this time of year. However, 
lake level operations remain in 
compliance with the International 
Joint Commission’s (IJC) 1938 
Order of Approval.

Kootenay Lake levels very low
On August 19, Kootenay Lake 

at Nelson was at 530.93 metres 
(1741.91 feet) and Kootenay Lake 
at Queens Bay was at 531.08 metres 
(1742.39 feet). The calendar year 
peak at Queen’s Bay was on June 
4 at 532.08 metres (1745.67 feet), 
which is below normal at the 29th 
historical percentile. 

The August 19 level is the lowest 

in the 1976-to-present comparison 
p e r i o d .  T h e  1 9 7 6 - t o - 2 0 2 3 
comparison period is used because 
Libby Dam in Montana, which 
influences water inflow and levels 
at Kootenay Lake, was completed 
in 1975.

The total volume of water that 
entered Kootenay Lake during the 
runoff period (April 1 through July 

31) was the fifth-lowest volume 
observed between 1999 and 2024; 
inflow data provided by Fortis BC 
is only available since 1999.

Kootenay Lake’s compliance 
with the 1938 Order is not impacted 
by drought conditions. The 1938 
Order of Approval for Kootenay 
Lake sets allowed maximum lake 
elevations throughout the year. There 

are no lower elevation bounds.
After mountain snowmelt 

dwindles in the late spring, Kootenay 
Lake is required to be lowered until 
it reaches 531.36 metres (1743.32 
feet) at the Nelson gauge. After that 
point, Kootenay Lake levels (as 
measured at Nelson) must be kept 
below 531.36 metres (1743.32 feet) 
until August 31.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A Kaslo-area man will have his 
day in court for charges of arson, 
break and enter, and mischief.

Alejandro Calderon will appear 
before a BC Supreme Court judge 
on June 23, 2025. He elected to 
be tried by a judge only, without 

Date set for Kaslo arson trial
a jury.

Calderon was charged after an 
incident at the Home Hardware 
in Kaslo on December 6, 2022. 
A man was seen breaking the 
window of the store’s front door, 
throwing a jerry can into the 
building, and setting it on fire. The 
man was stopped by a passerby 

and several others were able to put 
out the flames.

The first day of Calderon’s 
preliminary inquiry was on 
December 6, 2023, exactly a year 
after the incident occurred.

Calderon will be represented 
by Jay Michi, a Kamloops-based 
lawyer. Calderon recently retained 

new counsel after his previous 
lawyer, Don White, stepped down 
from the case. 

Calderon is currently at a 
recovery house in the Lower 
Mainland, serving a 14-month 
conditional sentence for the assault 
of a Kaslo woman in 2022. The 
two cases are unrelated.
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

FREE drop off all 
scrap metals, 

appliances
NO FRIDGES, 

FREEZERS 
Free used antifreeze
Smokey Creek Salvage

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815 

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

RECYCLING

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

September 
13, 2024

submitted
 The BC SPCA has recently been 

advised by the landlords of its Nelson 
Adoption Centre that they would 
like to reclaim use of the space for 
an expansion of their local foodbank 
services.

As the BC SPCA currently 
operates two full-service community 
animal centres serving the Kootenays 
– the West Kootenay community 
animal centre in Castlegar and the 
East Kootenay community animal 
centre in Cranbrook – the current 
Adoption Centre in Nelson will be 
closed to the public as of November 
10, 2024.

“The BC SPCA is committed 
to the provision of important 
animal welfare services and 
maintaining a presence in Nelson 
and the surrounding areas. We will be 

BC SPCA to pilot community-based service model in Nelson
piloting a community-based model 
for providing our programming 
instead of seeking a new facility 
to operate from,” explained Craig 
Daniell, Chief Executive Officer for 
the BC SPCA. “Offering services 
through a community-based model, 
rather than out of a physical facility, 
will allow the organization to help 
the largest number of animals while 
ensuring the most vulnerable still 
receive the direct and hands-on care 
they need.” 

Daniell stressed that many 
of the services offered to Nelson 
and surrounding communities are 
already provided by regional, or even 
provincial, teams.

“Some of our programs, such 
as youth education, are offered in 
different settings like in classrooms 
or public libraries and are not tied 

to a physical BC SPCA facility,” he 
said. “Through a community-based 
model, we will continue to adapt 
the way we bring services to the 
community, rather than relying on 
the community having to come to us 
for the support they need.

“While this community-based 
model will be designed specifically 
with the unique needs of the Nelson 
and surrounding communities in 
mind,” continued Daniell, “the 
ultimate intent is to help more animals 
stay with their loving families. 
This approach has successfully 
served other parts of the province 
by deepening relationships with 
local animal-focused organizations, 
establishing food bank partnerships, 
and expanding the volunteer program 
to help community members access 
BC SPCA services.” 

In 2023, the BC SPCA in 
Nelson supported animal needs 
through a number of regionally and 
provincially provided services in 
the Kootenays, which will continue 
under a community-based service 
model.

In 2023, 295 animal protection 
files were actioned in the Kootenay 
region, 20 of them in Nelson; 
more than 1,000 animals in need 
were provided meals through the 
pet food bank; six emergency pet 
boarding requests were facilitated 
in Nelson; 1,003 Kootenay-area 
students were able to participate in 
humane education programming; 
and 53 vouchers have been issued 
since October 2023 until now to 
community members in need of 
support with spaying or neutering 
their pet, thanks to granting from 

the BC SPCA’s community partners 
including the Osprey Community 
Foundation and the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay.

As the BC SPCA transitions to 
this new community-based service 
model in Nelson over the coming 
months, community members are 
encouraged to call the BC SPCA’s 
Animal Helpline at 1-855-622-7722 
for guidance if they need assistance 
from the BC SPCA or would like to 
report suspected animal cruelty.

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details 
or email: 

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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by Jan McMurray
A group of local experts in 

innovative housing came together at 
Kaslo’s Vimy Park on August 24 for 
the Kootenay Resilience Festival’s 
‘Housing Highlight’ event. Co-
hosted by Jean-Marc La Flamme of 
Kootenay Lake Innovation Centre 
and Mitchell Scott of Kootenay 
Mountain Culture Magazine, the 

Kootenay Resilience Festival highlights housing innovation
event was recorded and can be 
watched on YouTube.

S p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d 
representatives from five Nelson 
companies (Canadian Tiny Homes, 
Nelson Tiny Houses, Twente 
Additive Manufacturing (TAM), 
Spearhead, Cover Architecture and 
North Mountain Construction), a 
man who built himself an earthship, 

a founder of a homestead community 
in the Slocan Valley (Big Calm Tiny 
Homesteads), and an energy advisor.

Canadian Tiny Homes is a small, 
family-run business in Nelson that 
builds custom tiny homes using 
wood frame construction. Homes 
are built for energy efficiency and 
low maintenance; all have heat 
pumps and an HRV (heat recovery 
ventilation) system. The company’s 
representative at the event, Peter 
Transfo, said their biggest challenge 
is adoption.

Seth Reidy from Nelson Tiny 
Houses agreed. “There’s lots of hype 
but no one is buying them,” he said. 
“Luckily, it’s not just a fad – it’s been 
a long road that has evolved in many 
ways and I’m glad I stuck with it. 
Hopefully it becomes more and more 
acceptable and embraced.” 

Reidy started Nelson Tiny 
Houses 12 years ago. He said many 
of his more recent clients are single 
senior women who are moving onto 
their children’s property and want 
to downsize. 

Twente Additive Manufacturing 
(TAM) is a company that can print 
3D concrete homes and other 
products, and manufactures robots 
that print 3D concrete. “Efficient 
housing is something we can do with 
concrete,” Chris Hartwick of TAM 
said. “We can reduce manpower to 
build the house – the heavy lifting is 
done by robots.”

These homes cost 20-30% less 
than traditional builds, and can be 
built very quickly, he said. “If you 
have a pad or foundation, we can 
have the home up in 8-16 hours.” 

The first TAM home was built 
in Harrop-Procter in 2020. It is 376 
square feet, and Hartwick said it is 
silent, warm in winter and cool in 
summer. 

This building technique could 
also use a boost in terms of adoption. 
“We’re just on the verge of seeing a 
big breakthrough in this,” Hartwick 
said. “Architects need to start 

recommending it to their clients and 
homebuyers need to start asking 
about it. It needs national attention 
to get going.”

Josh Hall from Spearhead spoke 
about his Nelson-based business 
with 70 employees. The company 
is equally focused on craft and 
technology, he said, harnessing 
traditional timber frame construction 
“and technology that’s pushing the 
envelope. We can’t build houses 
as fast as TAM, but we can build 
quite quickly,” he said. Although 
affordability is not the company’s 
specialty, Hall said they can bring 
elements into projects that bring 
costs down. Hall says the company’s 
biggest challenge is attracting skilled 
workers to Nelson and finding 
housing for them. In Europe, he says 
companies have housing and farms 
to feed them, and would like to see 
similar initiatives here.

Carlos Koppen, who built his 
own earthship home, was also a 
speaker at the event. It took him five 
years to build the house by hand, 
with buckets and a wheelbarrow, 
at a cost of $28,000. “Earthship is 
a loaded term,” he said. “A lot of 
the principles apply readily to any 
kind of construction, but earth is 
durable, sustainable, cost-effective, 
comfortable to live in, and regulates 
temperature and humidity very 
effectively.”

Steve Hardy from Big Calm 
Tiny Homes in the Slocan Valley 
spoke about the permaculture-guided 
community he and his wife are 
creating in the Slocan Valley. They 
purchased 37 acres and are gradually 
building pads for tiny homes. He says 
financing is probably their biggest 
challenge, and they are looking for 
investors.

Hardy and several  o ther 
participants agreed that relaxing 
zoning and building regulations 
would be very helpful in advancing 
innovative building techniques and 
affordability. “I love the idea of 

living labs – being able to experiment 
on set plots of land,” Hartwick from 
TAM said.

At the event, Hartwick asked 
Artificial Intelligence for the three 
best solutions for getting more tiny 
homes into the Canadian housing 
market. The answers were: changes 
to zoning and building codes; 
incentives; and encourage cohousing 
and intentional communities.

Niesz Koziol, an energy advisor 
based in Blewett, helps people with 
retrofitting their homes to be more 
energy efficient, which reduces 
the operating costs of their homes. 
Koziol also helps people access grant 
funding to help with the capital costs 
of the retrofits.

Rob Stacey of Cover Architecture 
in Nelson says the company’s 
passion is in housing and energy 
retrofits. “We can’t build our way 
out of the energy problem because 
the existing housing stock is far more 
important… We have to try and work 
through all the buildings we have that 
are bleeding energy into the world 
and wrecking the environment in 
the process.”

Gabe Tyler of North Mountain 
Construction says his company has 
changed directions in the last few 
years. “We’ve built for some very 
wealthy people, but our journey with 
BC Housing started here in Kaslo 
with the housing society and it has 
been tremendously meaningful. 
What started as 10 units in Kaslo – 
we have 140 units to complete in the 
next year and a half.”

Co-host Mitchell Scott asked the 
speakers how can we turn the needle 
on affordability. Koppen, who built 
his own earthship, says building 
with natural materials such as straw 
bale and hempcrete is a step in the 
right direction. Reidy from Nelson 
Tiny Houses said building smaller is 
better, as less resources are used to 
build and to heat and cool the space. 
“Find local materials if you can and 
try to live together – collaborate with 
your neighbours,” he said.

Co-hosts La Flamme and Scott 
commented several times throughout 
the event that the Kootenay region 
is full of innovation and talent, as 
evidenced by the speakers. “We can 
build everything locally, with the 
materials and new technology we 
have, and with the capable home 
builders we have in our region,” La 
Flamme said. “We’re lucky to have 
these folks in the Kootenays.”

CORRECTION
In our August 22 issue, we 

reported in our coverage of the 
August 13 New Denver council 
meeting that Mayor Leonard Casley 
voted opposed to the adoption of 
a land acknowledgement. In fact, 
Mayor Casley voted in favour.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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submitted
A reunion of faculty, 

students, and support staff 
of Nelson’s former David 
Thompson University Centre 
and its successor institution, 
the Kootenay School of the 
Arts, is planned for April 25-
27 next year.

The 2025 event follows 
the successful first-ever 
reunion in May 2023 of former 
participants of DTUC, held at 
the Prestige Lakeside Resort 
in Nelson.

The expanded reunion 
this coming spring, thanks 
to the cooperation of Selkirk 
College, will offer a social 
evening April 25 at Mary 
Hall on Selkirk’s Tenth Street 
Campus in the city. Panels and 
presentations are scheduled for 
April 26 at the Tenth Street 
Campus’ Shambhala Music Melody Diachun, chair of Selkirk’s School of Arts & Technology 

David Thompson University Centre and Kootenay School of the Arts reunion planned for April 2025
& Performance Hall. Art 
exhibits by faculty and alumni 
will be held at the former 
KSA building at Victoria and 
Josephine Streets, and at the 
Craft Connection at 378 Baker 
St.

As program details are 
finalized, information and 
a registration form will be 
available on the reunion’s 
website at  www.dtuc-ksa-
reunion.ca.

In the meantime, those 
interested in attending can 
contact the reunion committee 
at dtuc.ksareunion@gmail.
com to ensure they receive the 
latest news about the event.

“Those of us on the 
planning committee for the 
2023 DTUC reunion were 
astonished at how much 
enthusiasm people expressed 
about the gathering,” said Tom 

Wayman, a former writing 
instructor at both DTUC and 
KSA. “Because lots of people 
subsequently told us they 
regretted not attending, the 
Nelson committee decided to 
plan for a follow-up.”

Wayman said that the 
reunion committee decided to 
include faculty, students, and 
support staff from KSA for 
the 2025 event, which grew 
out of the determination of 
the DTUC Support Society 
to preserve arts-oriented post-
secondary education in Nelson 
after DTUC’s closure in 1984.

“I’m excited to learn about 
and celebrate the incredible 
accomplishments of DTUC/
KSA alumni alongside Selkirk 
College’s current Kootenay 
Studio Arts students and 
instructors,” said Melody 
Diachun, chair of Selkirk’s 

School of Arts & Technology. 
“This reunion is more than 
just a get-together; it will 
be a vibrant exchange of 
creativity, skills, and ideas 
between veteran artists and the 
next generation. I can’t wait 
to see the spark of inspiration 
when our community comes 
together to honour the rich 
legacy and bright future of 
these talented individuals.”

Nelson, unique among 
Canadian municipalities, has 
conceived and implemented 
three broad-based post-
secondary institutions since 
the mid-twentieth century: 
Notre Dame University 1950-
1977, DTUC 1979-1984, and 
the Kootenay School of the 
Arts, which opened in 1991 
and, earlier this century, 
merged into Selkirk College 
as Kootenay Studio Arts.

submitted
The rain ended just in 

time for over 25 people to 
hit the shores of the west 
arm of Kootenay Lake on 
Tuesday, August 27 for a 
lakeshore clean-up, hosted by 
the Friends of Kootenay Lake 
Stewardship Society (FOKL).

The clean-up was the 
first of the summer, since the 
society has been on hiatus for 
a few months while the board, 
volunteers, and staff assessed 
the organization’s capacity.

Volunteers picked up 
thousands of pieces of litter 
and trash on the shore and 
in the water. The garbage 
removed from this delicate 

Friends of Kootenay Lake host beach clean-up 
ecosystem weighed over 
150 pounds (plus a shopping 
cart). These sorts of lake-
shore clean-ups are crucial 
to keeping the waterways 
habitable for the wildlife that 
calls them home. 

FOKL beach clean-up 
organizer Lily Feeback shared, 
“It was a great turnout! I’m so 
happy to see the community 
of Nelson come together 
and support Kootenay Lake 
and FOKL. Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered 
despite the iffy weather!”

Join the Fr iends of 
Kootenay Lake on Sunday, 
September 22 at Cottonwood 
Creek for another clean-up 

before the fall is over.
Summertime is lake 

time, and many residents and 
visitors to the Kootenays are 
lucky enough to spend time 
on or in the lake. The clean, 
cool waters can feel like a 
lifesaver, especially during 
those extra hot days when 
temperatures reach over 40°C. 
With so many people enjoying 
time on the lake, lots of litter is 
bound to make it into the lake, 
and the Friends of Kootenay 
Lake are happy that they can 
help keep the shores clean and 
pristine.

For updates, follow the 
Friends of Kootenay Lake 
on Facebook or, better still, 

support our beautiful lake by 
becoming a member of FOKL 

and get the latest news directly 
to your mailbox: www.

friendsofkootenaylake.ca/
take-part/become-a-member

The Friends of Kootenay Lake held a beach clean-up on August 27. Pictured here: Lily Feeback, beach clean-up organizer and Wendelin Giesler, volunteer.

by Jan McMurray
Cooper Creek Cedar is 

applying for a road permit 
to access wood felled during 
the fighting of the Argenta 
Creek fire. The public is 
invited to comment until 
September 25.

The online map shows the 
proposed 3.245-kilometre-
long road, located off 
Argenta-Johnsons Landing 
Road north of Bulmer Creek 
and south of the community. 
The description online calls 
it a “road section on Bulmer 
Face to access fire salvage 
wood felled during fire 
suppression activities on the 
2024 Argenta Wildfire.”

With the publishing of 
the online map, Cooper 
Creek Cedar can apply for 
a road permit anytime in the 
next three years, to August 
24, 2027. However, the notes 
included with the map say 
the period of operations is 
2024-2026.

To view the online map 

Cooper Creek Cedar 
applying for road to access 
salvage near Argenta

and make comments, go to: 
fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/
projects.

Considering 
Community 
Service? 

Consider 
Nakusp 
Rotary

Contact Sara 
Collinson for details: 
saracoll@telus.net
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Business 
Classifieds start 

at $10.00
Call toll-free: 

1-833-501-1700 for 
details

COMMUNITY

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

garlic, produce, food, arts and crafts
Live entertainment From the Slocan 
Lake Arts Council Hosted Main Stage

Sorry, No Dogs Allowed *Documented service dogs must be
identifiable to gate attendants

Annual Hills Garlic Festival
NEW DATE!!

Sunday, September 29th
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

Centennial Park, New Denver 
$5.00 entry - under 12 free

We heard you say the show must go on. 
After careful consideration and while being mindful
of the concerns we put forth earlier we believe that

by changing the date we will be able to run with
confidence on September 29th, 2024.

by Jan McMurray
There were 11 vessels entered 

at this year’s Rosebery Regatta on 
Labour Day down at the Rosebery 
Bay Beach. The light winds made 
for slow sailing, but no vessels were 
lost to sea at the event. The regatta 
is the highlight of every Labour Day 
weekend, and “better than the Garlic 
Festival,” according to Outgoing 
Commodore Jacob Butt.

Loen and Caspar were named 
the 2024 Commodores. Their boat, 
‘Double Sea Trouble,’ consistently 
placed second in the heats. Outgoing 
Commodore Butt, when bestowing 
the coveted Commodore’s uniform 

Loen and Caspar named Commodores of the Rosebery Regatta 2025
and trophies to the boys, announced 
that their boat was the “most 
consistent and reliable” of the day.

In contrast, Judy Maltz and her 
‘Blue Note II’ won the ‘Fastest Boat 
and Biggest Liar’ Award. Blue Note 
II has won Maltz the Commodore 
title more than once in the past, and 
she says she never wants to win again 
for fear of having to organize another 
regatta. Why she keeps entering the 
boat in the race is a mystery.

In any case, predictably, Blue 
Note II touched shore first in the first 
three heats, and Maltz was getting 
increasingly nervous. When it looked 
like the boat was going to do it again 

in the final heat, she dove into the 
water after the vessel to attempt to 
avert the win. Seeing that she was 
not going to make it on time, Valley 
Voice reporter Jan McMurray came 
to the rescue, risking her life as she 
reached into the water to give Blue 
Note II a nudge away from shore. 
The crisis was averted – the boat 
was now heading away from shore 
– but McMurray slipped and fell in 
on her behind during the maneuvre. 
Luckily, she suffered only a bruise. 
Blue Note II then proceeded to get 
hung up on a rock about two feet 
from shore, so never finished the 
final heat.

Thanks to the generosity of local 
businesses, there were many prizes 
to give away to contestants. Nova 
won a prize for placing second in the 
final heat with her boat, ‘The Big Bad 
Boof.’ Juna and Charlotte both won 
‘Prettiest Boat’ Awards, and Cosmos 
won the ‘Most Environmental’ 
Award – her vessel’s sails were 
thimbleberry leaves. Jasper broke 
the rules and entered two boats 
in the race, so won the ‘Cheater’s 
Award’ and was encouraged by the 
outgoing commodore to enter three 
next year! Michael Dorsey won the 
‘Slocan Time’ Award because he 

showed up quite late – just in time 
for the final heat. Nyree’s boat, ‘The 
Arrow,’ earned her the ‘Biggest 
Disaster’ Award. Made out of an 
Arrow & Anchor Pizza box, the boat 
did surprisingly well after getting 
soggy in the first heat. Jacob’s ‘Super 
Cosmos Frajilistic Expy Alodoshes’ 
was much bigger in name than 
performance.

The ingenuity of the boat builders 

never ceases to amaze, and this year 
was no exception, with materials 
including plastic bags, plastic bottles, 
styrofoam, pool noodles, leaves, 
flowers and frisbees.

Prizes were donated by New 
Market Foods, Canco, The Pharmacy 
(New Denver), Just One More, 
Valhalla Pure and Silverton Building 
Supplies. The Valley Voice is the 
corporate sponsor of the event.

Brothers Caspar & Loen will share the Commodore responsibilities at next year’s Rosebery Regatta.

Judy Maltz finally catches up to her boat in the 4th heat of this year’s Rosebery Regatta.


