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Argenta blazes the trail for fighting wildfires in concert with BCWS

by Jan McMurray

A group in Argenta has been
preparing for a big wildfire near their
community for 20 years — and “this
year, it all came into play,” said Rik
Valentine, member of the Argenta
Safety and Preparedness Society
(ASAP).

The group became a legal society
this spring, but formed 20 years ago,
“bearing in mind that we’re at the
end of the road and a long way from
resources — and if you have a bunch
of summer lightning storms, the
resources are likely to go to bigger
population centres first. With wildfire,
a prompt response can sometimes
make the difference,” Valentine said.

Original group members included
Dick Brenton, former fire ranger,
Valentine, former fire warden, and
others who had worked fighting
wildfires in the 1970s and ’80s.

With grants, the group has outfitted
itself with a fire shed and equipment,
and has also offered the basic wildfire-
fighting courses every year (S100 and
S185). For the first three years, the
group brought in an instructor, but
then Dick Brenton became certified
to teach, and then he in turn was able
to pass it on to Valentine. For the last
six years, Valentine has been running
the courses.

This year, without knowing what
was coming, ASAP signed up to
work with the BC Wildfire Service
(BCWS) under a pilot program
called the Cooperative Community
Wildfire Response initiative for rural
communities. Valentine said BCWS
started the program two years ago
when they realized a lot of First
Nations crews weren’t being utilized,
and then stepped it up after last year’s
wildfire season, when locals were

putting out their own fires in the
Shuswap.

“We debated a bit about whether
or not to apply, but decided to go
ahead. We had just put the agreement
in place, and then the fires started.”

Valentine says the agreement with
BCWS was absolutely the best-case
scenario for Argenta. “Our group
worked really well with BCWS and
we were able to provide a lot of local
knowledge, which sped things up. A
huge shout-out to BCWS for making
this collaboration possible.”

On the night of July 17, three
fires started above Argenta and
three smaller ones started much
further down, to the north of the
community, Valentine said. “So we
rolled into action and started working
on one of the fires above. We had
certified fallers, first aid people, radio
dispatchers —everything we needed to
do a good, safe job.”

There were 23 members of the
Argenta crew signed up for the event,
Valentine reports, but there are even
more than that trained in the small
community of about 130 people.

When BCWS arrived the morning
of July 18, they assigned 10 personnel
to work with the ASAP crew while
they assessed the other fires. Valentine
said they made good progress and
almost had the fire out that day, but the
wind blew up, fanning the flames of
the other two fires to the south. Those
two fires joined together and started
coming towards the crew. “So we had
to pull out, and that fire overran the fire
we had almost put out,” Valentine says.

BCWS came in with machinery
and tried to get a high fire guard across
to Argenta Creek. “But it was hot and
windy, and eventually they lost the
battle and had to pull out. So plan

B was a guard much lower down,”
Valentine explained.

While BCWS was putting in
the guard, Argenta crew members
were busy with structure protection
— putting up sprinklers, wrapping
porches and outbuildings with poly
or tarps, and last-minute FireSmarting.
They also repaired water lines and
cleared intakes, as debris was coming
down Argenta Creek.

“There were structure protection
unit crews coming in from all over the
province, and they had never seen a
community like this — they were used
to communities with municipal water
systems or wells, not the gravity-fed
systems we have on our creeks,”
Valentine said. “So we were able to
provide them with a map of all water
sources and other local knowledge
that they said cut two days off their
organizational time.”

As the plan B fire guard was
being completed at the top edge of the
community, the fire was backing down
the mountain towards the community.
“It was a backing fire — that’s a type of
fire behaviour — and it was backing its
way down a steep hillside towards us,
moving fast and it was loud — like a
freight train. The incident commander
came around midnight and said,
‘Activate your evacuation plan,” so
that’s what we did, and with the help
of Kaslo Search and Rescue, we had
the community evacuated in two-and-
a-half hours,” Valentine said.

The plan B fire guard crosses
eight private properties, including
Valentine’s. “The top of my property
is burned off and has a giant fire
guard with trees all mashed down,
but it didn’t cross the guard,” he said.
“They tried to stay above private land
but it wasn’t always possible due to

the terrain and how fast the fire was
approaching. They got it in just in
time and the fire came down to the
guard and stopped. They were able to
defend it with hose lay and backburn
and it worked!”

All the BCWS crews brought in
were great, particularly the Sentinel
unit crew who was “top notch” and
the incident commander was “second
to none,” according to Valentine. The
BCWS camp was set up at the Lardeau
Valley Hall in Meadow Creek, and
the staging area was in the Valentine
family’s hay field, the biggest field in
Argenta.

There was a huge amount of
outside support, Valentine said. The
Kaslo Legion ladies sent in meals and
people in Meadow Creek and Cooper
Creek welcomed Argenta residents
and ASAP crew members into their
homes during the evacuation. “People
were wonderful and supportive. It was
very much appreciated,” he said.

Now it’s on to the recovery phase.
“We are identifying water sources that
have been put at risk or damaged, so
we’re passing that information along
to the powers that be. Community
meetings will be coming up as we get
into it,” Valentine said.
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The Argenta crew actioning a fire above Argenta on July 19.
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New foreshore surveys done on lakes in Columbia Basin

submitted

The Kootenays may be world-
renowned for mountains in the winter,
but summertime is when lakes take
centre stage. Paradoxically, the ever-
growing popularity of Kootenay lakes
is also driving growing concerns about
their health and the sustainability of
the aquatic ecosystems they support.

With this in mind, Living
Lakes Canada undertook a four-
year lake study from 2019-2023 to

understand how lake foreshores in
the BC Columbia Basin region are
changing due to urbanization and
development. Using a lake survey
methodology called Foreshore
Integrated Management Planning, or
FIMP, the project targeted Columbia
Basin lakes with federally designated
aquatic species at risk.

Ten lakes were surveyed or re-
surveyed: Kootenay, Slocan, Arrow
and Trout Lakes in the West Kootenay,
and Whitetail, Whiteswan, Moyie,
Windermere, Columbia, and St. Mary
lakes in the East Kootenay.

The species at risk populations
that guided the project were Kootenay
River white sturgeon, shorthead and
Columbia sculpin and Westslope
cutthroat trout.

A new reader-friendly report
about the project is now available

POISON HEMLOCK

WARNING
Aninvasive increasing in our area. Leaves
look like carrots; multiple white flowers in
umbrella-shaped clusters; stems have
purple/red spots and streaks; 1-2 m tall.
One of the most toxic plants on the planet
and if ingested by humans or animals has
serious consequences. No antidote. If
observed, report to Central Kootenay Inva-
sive Species Soc. for guidance on removal.

that outlines the survey outcomes
for each lake and lake-specific
recommendations for protecting the at-
risk fish populations found in each one.

“Freshwater biodiversity is
declining rapidly on a global scale,
and lake foreshores can provide
habitat to roughly 90% of all lake
biodiversity. Understanding the health
of a lake’s foreshore and the rate of
impacts is key to sustainable lake
management,” said Georgia Peck,
Lake Program Manager with Living
Lakes Canada. “The FIMP work
undertaken by Living Lakes Canada
in the Columbia Basin is a testament
to the value and effectiveness of FIMP
as a powerful yet practical cumulative-
impact assessment tool for freshwater
conservation.”

The lake foreshore is the vital
stretch along a lake between the low-
and high-water marks, and a treasure
trove of cultural, economic, and
ecological value. However, negative
impacts and changes to this crucial
area can slowly accumulate over time,
often going undetected. This is where
FIMP comes in.

FIMP foreshore surveys are carried
out by boat using GPS and drone
assessment. Multiple observations
are catalogued including land use
(industrial, residential, commercial),
shore type (cliff/bluff, rocky shore,
sand beach), foreshore condition,
the number of docks, weirs or other
man-made developments, wildlife,
vegetation, and many others. The
findings are made publicly available
and Foreshore Development
Guidelines are produced for each
surveyed lake as a resource that can
be referenced by government, First
Nations, stewardship groups, property
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owners, or anyone wishing to learn
more about the quality of foreshore
habitat and the risks posed by different
shore-altering activities.

The recently released report offers
a complete overview of the four-year
Columbia Basin FIMP project on all
10 lakes, including foreshore impact
trends, lake foreshore management
issues, and recommendations resulting
from the study.

Living Lakes Canada has begun
expanding the FIMP program beyond

the Columbia Basin, with surveys
taking place on Nicola Lake (in south-
central BC) and Fraser Lake (near
Prince George) in 2023, and starting
this summer for Douglas Lake in
the Thompson Nicola Region, and
Wood and Kalamalka Lakes in the
Okanagan.

To read the report, visit
ww.livinglakescanada.ca/fimp.
Questions about the Columbia Basin
project can be directed to fimp@
livinglakescanada.ca.

Slocan Lake.

Heritage Legacy Fund grants

by Jan McMurray

Heritage BC has announced
recipients of the 2024 Heritage Legacy
Fund Awards, and four projects in our
area were funded.

“In response to a record-breaking
number of proposals, and following a
rigorous assessment and adjudication
process, 30 heritage projects in British
Columbia will be receiving over
$463,000 in grants,” states a press release
issued by Heritage BC.

The organization’s executive
director states in the release that she is
concerned about the “extreme need being
demonstrated by the number and total
funding requested...”

Ninety-four applications were
submitted, with request of over $1.8
million.

The Heritage Legacy Fund was
established through an endowment fund
from the Province in 2003.

The four recipients in our area
include the Elk Root Conservation Farm
Society, the JB Fletcher Restoration
Society, the Sandon Historical Society
and the Friends of the Orchard.

Elk Root Conservation Farm
Society received funding for the Sinixt
ive Plant Art & Architecture Exhibit

Slocan Park Com-
munity Hall Society
wishes to acknowl-
edge and thank
Kalesnikoff for
their generous do-
nation of lumber.
This donation has
made it possible
to have railings re-
placed on the ve-
randa of the Hall.
Thank you Kale-
shikoff!

The exhibit will be installed in the
Native Plant Educational Demonstration
Gardens at the society’s farm in Vallican.
Shawn Brigman, Sinixt live plant artisan,
will create the exhibit featuring a live
plant sturgeon nose spirit canoe sculpture
and other live plant architecture.

The JB Fletcher Restoration
Society will restore the building
envelope of the JB Fletcher Store
Museum in Ainsworth. Tammy White,
the society’s museum director, explained
that issues occurred in 2020 when the
building was painted during the recent
major restoration project. Insulation
was blown into the building from the
exterior, and caulking was applied
between each shiplap board to protect
the insulation before the building was
painted. Unfortunately, the modern
caulking started failing quite quickly.
This restoration work will be done using
heritage materials —linseed oil putty will
be applied between the shiplap boards,
and then the building will be painted with
a linseed-based paint.

“It’s a true heritage conservation
project,” said White.

Joern Wingender from Harrop-
Procter, well known in the heritage
restoration field, has been hired to do
the work. The society is hoping to start
in the spring, depending on weather and
funding. The Legacy Fund grant covers
50% of the approximately $90,000 cost
of the project. The society also has some
RDCK funding, is waiting to hear about
another grant and is actively seeking
support for this project.

The Sandon Historical Society
will be hiring professional heritage
consultant Robert Inwood to create a
plan to guide the rehabilitation of the
old laundry building in the Gulch area of
Sandon. The laundry building survived
the fire of 1900 and is one of the oldest
existing structures in the townsite.
In her book, Silver, Lead and Hell,
Veronika Pellowski dates the building
to approximately 1894.

The Friends of the Orchard are
planning to create interpretive materials
based on newly discovered maps of the
internment camp in New Denver.
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Premier’s Task Force on Emergencies report released

by Art Joyce

Slocan Valley residents
still in recovery mode from
a disastrous wildfire season
have been asking questions
about how firefighting resources
are allocated in the province.
The newly released Premier’s
Task Force on Emergencies
report provides a series of
recommendations aimed at
improving wildfire response.
The task force was convened
in the wake of the Shuswap
region wildfires last year but
has precedents in similar reports
dating back to the 2003 Filmon
Firestorm report commissioned
by the BC government.

The Premier’s Task Force
leads by advocating for “new
modeling tools and platforms,
augmented by artificial
intelligence... to improve
the predictive intelligence
emergency managers rely on...”
But so far, the effectiveness
of virtual reality tools is not
supported by actual performance.
Arecently published study in the
journal Fire Ecology found
“poor correspondence” and “no
suitable match” between field
observations and government
data, specifically BC’s vegetation
resource index and the national
fire behaviour prediction system.
Further, as BC Wildfire Service
staff admitted at the July 21
public meeting in New Denver,
the predictive wildfire modelling
software they rely on assumes
a constant rate of wind speed,
something that doesn’t happen
in nature. The Premier’s report
adds however that, “in addition
to future-focused predictive
information, shared access
to real-time intelligence is
critical to enable faster and

better-informed decisions and
coordination among emergency
management partners.”

A major criticism of
firefighting policy in BC
has been the unwillingness
of government to include
community members with
firefighting experience, citing
safety concerns and professional
certification standards. Yet 21
years ago, the Filmon Firestorm
report urged the government
to consider “some mechanism
that allows past experience
in the forest industry or
firefighting to be recognized
as equivalent certification, as
a means of ensuring adequate
local resources are available
in times of extreme need.”
Filmon also recommended
more involvement of Indigenous
firefighting expertise. The
recently launched Cooperative
Community Wildfire Response
program, officially initiated
in 2022, attempts to remedy
this problem. In part, this is a
response to the Tsilhquot’in
Nation’s report on the 2017
Chilcotin fires, ‘The Fires
Awakened Us,” which criticized
the continued sidelining of First
Nations firefighters during that
crisis. Another motivation is the
Province’s political commitment
to meeting reconciliation goals
setout in the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP).

According to BC Wildfire
Service spokesperson Forrest
Tower, the new program is “not
specific to either Indigenous
or non-Indigenous people. The
BC Wildfire Service, and the
Wildfire Management Branch
before it, regularly hires local
people as emergency firefighters

when there is demonstrated
skill and experience to help
suppress wildfires.” This was
demonstrated in Argenta this
year when the Argenta Safety
and Preparedness Society’s
trained crew assisted BCWS
firefighting crews.

Another criticism levelled
at the BC government by the
Filmon Firestorm report was the
lack of an early attack strategy
on wildfires. “Veterans said it
was always accepted that the
most effective time for fighting
the fires was between dawn
and 10 am, before the heat of
the day and the midday winds
become a serious impediment
to controlling the spread of the
blaze. We were informed by
Ministry of Forests personnel
that crews were held back for
safety concerns.”

Slocan Valley residents this
year heard similar safety reasons
for late deployment of ground
crews. The Premier’s Task
Force report agrees that “initial
response to newly detected fires
remains a critical element of
effective wildfire management,
especially when weather and
fuel conditions pose an elevated
risk of extreme fire behaviour
and growth,” urging that “initial
response for newly detected fires
based on a ‘nearest qualified
crew’ principle.”

Given local observations,
residents may be surprised to
learn from the BCWS’s Forrest
Tower that “BCWS has an
aggressive initial attack strategy
that over the season averages a
90% plus success rate at bringing
fires under control at less than a
hectare within 24 hours.” This
was true in the case of the Wilson
Creek fire near New Denver,

where two helicopters worked
in tandem with water buckets,
bringing it under control in about
48 hours.

One local concern not
addressed in the Premier’s Task
Force report is the increasing use
of ‘controlled ignitions’ or ‘back
burns’ to fight fires. A back burn
in the Shuswap last year got out
of control when the wind shifted
direction, destroying 176 homes,
yet BCWS claimed it was a
success. Shuswap resident Jim
Cooperman filed a complaint
with the Forest Practices
Board about the incident. The
investigation is ongoing. During
that crisis, BCWS spokesperson
Cliff Chapman called back burns
“aprimary tool in our firefighting
toolkit,” whereas with the former
BC Forest Service, it was used
only on a limited scale, a tactic
of last resort.

At the Silverton public
meeting August 6, BCWS
Incident Commander Mark
Healey told residents the planned
Ponderosa back burn would be
12 kilometres long. Fortunately
that burn was contained, but
residents claimed the Mulvey
Creek fire was vastly increased
by the back burn there. MoF
spokesperson Tower defends
the tactic, asserting it as “one of
the safest and efficient means
of bringing a fire under control
and so that practice will continue
to be used where appropriate.”
Many Slocan Valley residents
are concerned by the impact
to gravity-fed, stream-sourced
rural water systems, since post-
fire ecology is known to be
heavy in Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAHs) and silt
deposits.

The Premier’s Task Force

report advises building on
“landscape resilience strategy,”
based on “a recognition that
fire is a natural process that will
continue to play a role in these
ecosystems,” but doesn’t specify
concrete actions. The Filmon
Firestorm report recommended
removal of beetle-killed timber
in BC parks to reduce fuel load
and pursuing “alternatives to
stumpage as an incentive for
the forest industry to harvest
high-risk, low-value fuel
types... within the wildland/
urban interface,” which does
not appear to have been acted
upon. Currently, BC policy as
stated in the 2010 Wildland
Fire Management Strategy is
to “monitor and manage, rather

K

than suppress, fires that are of
minimal risk to communities,
infrastructure or other resource
values.”

Other recommendations
include greater inter-agency
cooperation between BCWS
and municipal fire departments;
more responsive Emergency
Support Services (ESS);
improving poor government
communication with the public,
a problem that has persisted
since the Filmon report; allowing
appropriate temporary access
to evacuated properties; more
support for community mental
health during wildfire crises;
and working with the insurance
industry to strengthen domestic
FireSmart implementation.
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DRIVERS NEEDED

Castlegar and District
Community Service Society
needs new volunteer drivers for
our West Kootenay Volunteer

. We connect
drivers and people requiring
transportation across the West
Kootenays. If you enjoy driving,
are looking to give back to the
community and have access

to a reliable insured vehicle,
please give us a call at 1-877-

long distance) or

come by our new office at 1695
Columbia Ave. Castlegar. Drivers
have access to various trainings
and are reimbursed for transit.




Thank you to
local politicians

I want to congratulate the
Valley’s Village politicians for their
courageous fight for funds to protect
infrastructure through the FireSmart
program.

Commendable representation by
them for the benefit of all!

Maybe they’ve set a new
horizon for good, researched work
by politicians.

Thanks!

Eric Faulks
Castlegar

Support our
independent
press

To all you readers! Please
consider sending something extra
to the Valley Voice. Just a gesture
to kindred folk. Can you imagine
trying to get most of these letters
printed in say the Gazette or the
Nelson paper. It would not happen.
They are hanging in there with us and
they are rare folks that persist to get
the truth out!

Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Fracking
Fracking is being deployed on
Earth to enhance our access to natural
gas. It causes earthquakes, and
renders millions of gallons of fresh
water useless to mankind by mixing
it with chemicals and shooting it deep
into the Earth, never to return to the
surface. Mars is a dry, lifeless planet.
Temperatures range from 20°C to
-153°C. Whoever lived there before
needed a LOT of natural gas to heat
their homes, and NOW scientists
have discovered a huge pool of fresh
water deep below the surface of that

planet. Hmmm.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Trump

If you pay attention to the cartoon
caption contest at the end of the New
Yorker magazine, you might notice
that the people submitting captions
are off -the-end-of-the-scale brilliant.
How does Canada’s neighbour
produce such incredibly smart people
and yet wind up with a moron like
Trump for president?

Brendan Tarrant, murderer of 51
in Christchurch five years ago, was
asked if he was a Trump supporter.
His answer: “As a symbol of renewed
white identity and common purpose?
Sure. As a policymaker and leader?
Dear God, no (italics mine).”

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Who profits
from war?

In Ukraine, young Ukrainian
men shoot at young Russian men.
Neither the young Ukrainians nor
the young Russians have a quarrel
with each other. Who is interested
in having war? Those who gain from
war, namely the arms manufacturers,
the investors in the arms industry,
their stockholders, the bankers, the
oligarchs — most of them men 40-80
years old. Do they themselves go
into the trenches or man the tanks or
the fighter planes? The generals have
climbed out of the lower ranks onto
the shoulders of the young and take
pride in sending them into the fire.
The same scenario on the Russian
side. Is war an intergenerational
conflict?

The USA and Germany are
supporting the Ukrainian war with
millions and billions of dollars,
which of course goes to their own
arms industries. Same of course in
Russia, their oligarchs. They are not
interested in peace — peace would
ruin their business. How can we
ever get peace? By all young men in
all countries refusing to be drafted
into military service. Will that ever
happen? Guess!
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The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
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address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
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except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not

necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

OPINION

Who actually pays for war?
Always the working people, whose
health, work, energy, intelligence,
efforts for climate adaption, etc. are
subverted for the insanity of war,
therefore neglecting the maintenance
of eroding infrastructure, schools,
hospitals, everything that costs
energy, materials and education,
enlightenment about what life is
actually all about.

Yes, war as well as insane inter-
space travel has furthered technical
developments greatly — and so also
opened the gates to hell.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Columbia Basin
Trust vs. salmon

Good morning beautiful souls,
I write today to ask you a question.
Would you prefer salmon to run in
our rivers again? Or turn a blind eye
to them in order to receive funding
from the Trust?

Perhaps it’s time we asked
ourselves why the Trust is willing to
pay for our silence, why they will do
anything to keep the dams alive. Like
all horrible government decisions,
it’s about profit for some already
ridiculously wealthy people.

In the past, it was okay to put
profits before thought of future
impacts on the environment, but
now, after seeing thousands of
dirty, abandoned mines/farmed
fish sea lice explosions/impact of
hatchery fish on wild stocks/impacts
of clearcuts, and countless other
environmental atrocities that mindset
has bought us, we can no longer live
by that mentality of profit before
environment.

So I ask you, are you being
silenced by the Trust? Paid to forget
about the salmon? Paid to think the
dams are a good and necessary thing?
Paid to think that dwindling natural
stocks are a normal thing?

With all our new-found
knowledge and awareness of how
this world/environment actually
works, it’s our responsibility to
right the wrongs of the past... and
not just keep going the old way, just
to get paid.

In my humble opinion, the only
thing the Trust should focus on is
restoring the entire river system back
to its mighty glory that existed for
thousands and thousands of years.
Then if there’s cash left, take care of
the people, but nature comes first as
it has no voice... except perhaps the

voice of the valley.
Tom Velisek
Vallican

Columbia River
Treaty

Iread Eileen Delehanty Pearkes’
editorial on the CRT draft. I also read
her book, a well-researched reminder
of what Canada and BC lost when
we agreed to the Columbia River
Treaty. The Arrow Lakes region was
the third biggest food production
area in BC. Named for the alluvial
arrows that were formed by the
creeks entering the lakes, it was
surrounded by beautiful, wildlife-
rich wetlands, all lost when we built
the dam that produced the current
reservoir. The Duncan Dam likewise
severely degraded the valley, once
home to a wildlife-rich 25-kilometre-
long lake, creating a 45-kilometre
stump-filled reservoir. I drove up to
the north end recently to take a look
at the 2,000-year-old cedar which
somehow escaped annihilation, and
it brought tears to my eyes looking
at that reservoir, and imagining what
an incredible place it must have been.

Only 30% of the world’s rivers
still flow freely, and many people
in the world are realizing that much
of that human interference was an
environmental mistake. Civilized
parts of the world are removing
dams, and restoring the fabulous
ecosystems that were lost. But not the
BCNDP. Here, we are busy building
more environmentally detrimental
megaprojects. The renegotiation of
the CRT was an opportunity to turn
back the clock and reverse some
of the damage done by previous
generations.

The Duncan Dam generates zero
electricity. Its sole purpose is to store
water for the dams downstream,
mostly in the USA. That dam could
be removed and the valley restored to
its former glory. If that had been done,
I could have understood reduction in
the ‘Canadian entitlement,” but sadly
the Neanderthals negotiating the
treaty refused to even consider doing
so. That said, I can see no reason why
the Canadian entitlement should do
anything but increase. Everything we
lost in 1961 is still lost.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Knock knock, is
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anybody home?

Yes, it’s a rhetorical question. It
happens to be the question I posed to
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) directors at their August board
meeting. Not until I got up and spoke
during public question time was there
any mention of the ongoing wildfire
ecocide (emphasis ecocide) and the
residual trauma of residents in the
Slocan Valley.

Readers who have followed my
numerous submissions in the Valley
Voice are aware of the many times
I implored the RDCK to get locals
trained and certified in wildfire fighting.

During the meeting, I wanted to
jump out of my seat and shake some
sense into ALL the Directors who voted
to approve $235,000 to hire a consultant
to prepare a “Regional Growth and
Planning Analysis.” Spoiler Alert The
RDCK is actively working to create
more bylaws and zoning restrictions to
supersede your unalienable rights and
freedoms in unincorporated, rural areas
without your approval ergo hiring the
expensive consultant. Yes, the RDCK
desires to harmonize (centralize their
power) with new zoning, bylaws and
regional growth restrictions in the guise
of saving the planet and reducing CO2
emissions.

Incrediblyly at the same time,
the RDCK (along with many other
governmental agencies) cannot see or
choose not to see the elephant in the
room. Wildfires produce mega tonnes
of CO2. Once forests are destroyed,
there are no trees to absorb CO2. This
insanity is compounded by British
Columbia and Canada’s lack of water
bombers! A CBC article tells it all.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/
science/canada-aging-water-bomber-
fleet-1.6873561

My heart sank when friends in
Winlaw told me they witnessed water
bombers flying away in formation
after saving Nelson from wildfire
devastation.

In the few moments allotted to
me during question time, I was able
to give RDCK board and staff my
emotional synopsis of the Slocan
Valley ecocide. 1 mentioned: how the
Slocan Valley economy is decimated
along with the forests, how people in
New Denver are worried their property
values will decline, how the mountain
surrounding Enterprise Creek could
be destabilized during an atmospheric
river, how wolverines won’t be found
in Enterprise Creek and how the forests
are dead all the way from Winlaw to
New Denver.

I know I am a better writer than
a public speaker but I don’t care
anymore! I am exceedingly depressed
knowing the beautiful, sacred valley I
call home has been ravaged and defiled.
Rest assured, justice will prevail and the
Slocan forests and the river and the lake
and the mountains and the animals and
the traumatized children will be given
a voice in a public inquiry.

Ellen Chambers
Winlaw
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Loonie doldrums

Over the past year, the public
sector of our beloved government
has expanded by about 180,000
workers across Canada, surpassing
the growth of the private sector
and self-employment combined.
Government workers now make up
nearly one-third of the workforce
and earn approximately 30% more
than their private sector counterparts!
Wow, wish I had a government job!

Government spending has
nearly doubled and now accounts
for almost half of Canada’s GDP.
This increase has diverted resources
from private sector investment,
crucial for sustainable economic
growth. Foreign investment money
has effectively left Canada. Business
investment in Canada has been on a
downward trend. Under the Justin
Trudeau government of just 10 years,
business investment has plunged by a
third, which is a significant indicator
that both domestic and foreign
investors are not inclined to invest
in Canada.

The regulatory environment in
Canada has become less attractive
to investors. Increased government
intervention and policies such as
higher corporate taxes, carbon
taxes, and stringent environmental
regulations have made it more
challenging for businesses to operate
profitably. It cost Canada a fortune
just to get the government-owned
TMX pipeline completed, hardly
investment material.

Canada’s economic growth has
been poor compared to 50 other
developed economies. Slow growth
makes it a less attractive destination
for foreign capital looking for higher
returns. A government-dominated
economy is less appealing to private
investors who seek environments
where market forces play a larger
role, like the USA. Government-
dominated economies are often
subject to policy changes that can
create uncertainty for investors.
Frequent changes in tax laws,
regulations, and government
spending priorities can make the
investment climate unpredictable
and Trudeau has that down pat!

The rise in bankruptcy filings,
which jumped 40% last year,
indicates economic distress among
businesses, making Canada a risky
place for investment. The value
of the Canadian dollar has fallen
significantly against the US dollar,
down to 72 cents US, a 7% drop in
just a year!

While inflation is supposedly
down to 3%, thanks to Macklem,
Canadians won’t feel relief in their
wallets because we import a lot of
goods from the USA and must pay
28% more in loonie pesos, along with
higher trucking and fuel costs to get
the goods on our shelves.

I hope we don’t end up like
Argentina, amigos!

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Healthcare

After reading an article in the
Sun Magazine concerning the state
of the American healthcare system
for the ill, disabled and dying and
their family members, [ was moved
to write a letter to the editor of that
magazine concerning what I have
seen of the Canadian healthcare
system for people in those situations.
Here is what I wrote.

In your publication of June
2024, Emily Kenway describes a
dysfunctional system in which tens
of millions of people in the US are
taking care of ill, disabled and dying
family members with little economic
or emotional support. She speaks of
senior care and the frequency with
which seniors, their loved ones and
caregivers fall through the cracks,
and how often exhaustion leaves
caregivers and seniors impoverished
and unfulfilled. I am a senior (77
years) living in a beautiful corner of
southeast British Columbia, a small
town called New Denver (population
450), surrounded by the Rocky
Mountains on the shores of a deep,
cold mountain lake in the Kootenay
region. I’ve lived here 20 years and
have experienced a paradigm which,
for us seniors, is exemplary. When
the RCMP or local social workers
identify a senior in need (physically,
emotionally or psychologically),
our virtually free healthcare system
kicks in to provide support. We have
a small hospital with emergency
response capability and 20+ beds for
extended and palliative care, a loving
staff of nurses and care aides, many
who have worked there for decades.
Our active hospice is comprised of
volunteers who support the dying
and offer companionship for those
with no loved ones or whose families
are distant. We enjoy a supportive,
compassionate community which
has fought over the years to maintain
our health services despite efforts
of the government to amalgamate,
centralize and shut us down. We
have a program called NAV-Care
(navigating care services), which
receives federal funding through
grants to support seniors’ issues,
providing help with advanced
care planning, housing, finances,
affordable food, poverty reduction
and medical advocacy. Further
government support is provided
by CSIL (Choices in Support of
Independent Living), which offers
some funding for caregivers of people
with severe medical conditions.

I acknowledge this is not a
general paradigm, even regionally.
The reason these support initiatives
are available here is the direct result
of this strong community. Even here,
there are people who fall through
the cracks, the result of a sometimes
inadequate healthcare system,
unaffordable housing, soaring food
costs and addiction and mental health
issues. Volunteerism has dwindled
and to access advocacy programs,
a person must first be aware of their

LETTERS

existence.

I am copying my letter to the
editor of the Sun Magazine here in
the Valley Voice in the hope this will
raise awareness.

Tonio Bachrach
New Denver

Dear PM Trudeau;

The West’s response to the
situation in Gaza does not address
the crimes being committed. Talks
call for a ceasefire and the return of
hostages. Does return of hostages
mean the return of the thousands
of Palestinian arbitrary detainees
held by Israel? Israel’s activities
in Westbank are overlooked. What
about Israel’s recent activities in
Gaza?

Israel’s reign of terror in Gaza
continues. On August 10, another
school sheltering displaced people
was blown up. There were at least
93 fatalities with dozens injured.
The bombing occurred at 4:30
during morning prayers. This makes
10 schools bombed in nine days.
Reuters reported that between July
18 and 27, Israel destroyed 30 water
wells in Gaza. A large desalination
plant built by UNICEF was also
destroyed.

Why bomb all those schools
sheltering displaced people? The
excuse was that there were ‘terrorists’
inside. Were there ‘terrorists’ hiding
in the water wells? Is the bombing of
schools done to demoralize people?
Anyway, the sick, starved, and
displaced people now think that no
place in Gaza is safe.

It is impossible to keep track
of Gaza’s dead. Months ago, Israel
destroyed most of Gaza’s hospitals,
which they said were ‘terrorist’-
related, kidnapping many of the
medical personnel. Also, this spring
the famine started. With a famine,
the death rate rises exponentially.
One day it is five, the next day 18,
then 138 and so on. Lancet, the
medical journal, estimates a probable
death toll of 186,000, which is
conservative. Other estimates are
600,000 or 25% of the population.
Remember, a sick person in Gaza
does not live long.

War crimes happen every day
in Gaza and Westbank. Where is
the indignation and the demands
for those responsible to be arrested?
Currently, Israel is on trial for
genocide. A simple statement that
Canada will cooperate with the
International Criminal Court will
2o a long way to curb the violence.
The related International Court of
Justice has just ruled Israel is guilty
of apartheid and, as asked by the UN
General Assembly, gave advice on
what to do about it The Court said
to use sanctions and boycotts. We
are aware of what Israel is doing. By
not doing anything, we are complicit
with Israel’s crimes.

Steps should be taken to return
to the Rule of the Law.

Edward P. Zak
Nakusp

Enforcement of
evacuation orders

The recent statements by Dan
Seguin, Director of the RDCK’s
Emergency Operations Centre,
and Constable Shaun Kennedy
regarding evacuation orders under the
Emergency Disaster and Management
Act and the BC Wildfire Act raise
serious concerns about potential
misuse of legal authority, human
rights violations, and encroachment
on individual freedoms. These Acts
grant authorities the power to enforce
evacuation orders for public safety,
yet they must be applied in alignment
with the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms. The enforcement
of these orders, especially through
coercion, must respect Section 7 of
the Charter, which protects the right to
life, liberty, and security of the person.

A fundamental issue is the
government’s assumption that it
can make decisions on behalf of
individuals without their consent,
undermining their right to self-
determination. This assumption
is not only unethical but also
legally questionable, as it infringes
on personal autonomy and treats
individuals as subjects of the state
rather than as free and independent
people.

Moreover, the term ‘safety’ is
often used as a justification for
measures that limit personal freedom.
The recent history of ‘safe and
effective’ programs, with significant
adverse effects on innocent victims,
highlights the dangers of blanket
assurances of safety. This misuse
of the concept of safety, where
authorities dominate the narrative,
underscores the need for a balanced
approach that genuinely protects
individual rights rather than serves
as a veneer for coercion and control.

Another significant concern is the
broad categorization of all individuals
as part of the ‘public,” leading to the
improper application of public laws
to private individuals. In legal terms,
private landowners are not inherently
subject to public regulations without
consent. The principle of private
property rights is well-established in
Canadian law, and any government
action that infringes on these rights
without consent or due process can
be legally challenged. Section 8 of
the Charter, which protects against
unreasonable search or seizure,
extends to government intrusion on
private property.

The enforcement of evacuation
orders without consent can be seen
as a form of tyranny. Tyranny often
manifests through the use of law
to control individuals, enforcing
obedience rather than protecting
rights. The imposition of evacuation
orders without consent is part of a
broader pattern where law is used
to create a culture of obedience,
distorting the fundamental principles
of justice and freedom. Under the
Criminal Code of Canada, actions

involving threats, duress, or
intimidation to enforce such orders
could be challenged as harassment,
intimidation, and abuse of authority.
Dan Seguin’s statement, “if
they are running out of supplies,
my invitation to them is to come
out of the evacuation area. The
purpose is not to starve them,” implies
that non-compliance may lead to
deprivation, raising serious ethical
and legal questions about the use of
authority in emergency situations.
The improper application of public
laws to private individuals and the
coercive enforcement of evacuation
orders without consent could also
violate international human rights
laws. Canada is a signatory to several
international treaties, including the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), which protect against
arbitrary or unlawful interference
with privacy, family, or home.
While the EDMA and the BC
Wildfire Act grant significant powers
to authorities, these powers are not
absolute. Legal protections exist
within these Acts and under the
Canadian Charter to prevent the
misuse of authority. Authorities must
obtain consent before enforcing orders
that infringe on private property
rights, and legal challenges can be
pursued if consent is not granted. The
improper classification of individuals
as ‘public’ and the use of coercion to
enforce compliance call for careful
examination of legal frameworks,
the rights of private individuals,
and the ethical implications of using
law as a tool of control rather than
protection. Legal challenges and
public resistance may be necessary
to ensure that government actions
respect individual rights and remain
within the bounds of the law and
ethical governance.
Peter Carson and Teri Wallace
Silverton
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative

The Village is on its way to
forming a new volunteer fire brigade,
after 15 residents of Kaslo and Area D
completed the S100 course on August
10 and 11.

Hosted and funded by the Kaslo
and District Community Forest
Society (KDCFS), the basic fire
suppression training gives community
members the skills and knowledge to
assist wildfire fighters.

“With wildfires becoming more
frequent and harder to manage, I think
this model of training local citizens to
help with first response, while playing
a support role throughout the fire
event, will be the future of fighting
wildfires in BC,” wrote Councillor
Matthew Brown in a letter to council.

The course teaches participants
basic knowledge of wildland fire
suppression, wildfire behaviour, and
safety procedures. Trainees also learn
how to effectively and safely use
equipment to respond to wildfires.

Councillor Brown, who sits on the
KDCEFS board, reported to council that
the weekend went really well, with a
“phenomenal group of people” — 10
from the Village and five from between
Ainsworth and Shutty Bench.

The group of residents was
inspired by the Argenta Safety and
Preparedness Society (ASAP), which
played a vital role during the Argenta
Creek fire this summer. With 20 years
of training and preparation, ASAP
members were able to stay behind
to help with the evacuation and
assist firefighters in protecting the
community.

“Watching the local community
response to the fires in Argenta has
been an eye-opening experience
for many in our community,” said
Councillor Brown. “Seeing how
critical the response by locally S100
trained community members was to
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saving structures inspired a group of
Kaslo and Area D citizens to seek out
S100 training locally, in an expediated
manner.”

Now, a Kaslo volunteer fire
brigade is taking its first formative
steps. The KDCEFS is conversing
with partners such as Kaslo Search
and Rescue, the Kaslo and Area
Volunteer Fire Department, and BC
Wildfire Services to figure out how a
community fire brigade could assist
their efforts, said Brown.

“This new model for fighting
wildfires is an exciting opportunity
for community members to actually be
active in the efforts, while also having
the necessary training to be able to do
so safely,” he said.

S100 ticket holders need to refresh
their training yearly. Brown said the
KDCEFS looks forward to partnering
with the Village and the RDCK to offer
the course each year.

Brown also said he is really
appreciative of KDCFS for acting so
quickly to offer the training.

South Beach update

There were no business items
on this agenda, so the meeting had a
relaxed feel, discussing reports and
correspondence.

CAO Robert Baker gave a
small update on the South Beach
rezoning application. Staff received
an updated property appraisal and
clarification on what the proposed
property boundaries would be. Staff
have also been corresponding with
a professional planner for guidance
around legislation and negotiation.

CAO Baker said council would
discuss more during the in-camera
session later that evening.

Traffic safety

CAO Baker reported that there
have been some complaints about
traffic safety around Vimy Park and
Lower Kaslo.

Staff reached out to ICBC a few
months ago and learned of a funding
program. A request for proposals went
out recently, to find a professional to
conduct an assessment of traffic signs,
road markings, etc.

The assessment will then be sent
to ICBC to see how Village roads can
be made safer.

Staff will present the proposals to
council at its next meeting.
Permissive tax exemptions

Council received a summary of
the 2025 permissive tax exemption
applications.

The total value of all 22 exemptions
is $152.979, which equates to about 7%
of all taxes collected, said Corporate
Officer Catherine Allaway.

A draft bylaw to approve the
applications will be brought to council
for first and second readings on August
27, and third reading on September
10. The public will then be notified
and given a chance to provide input.
Final adoption is set for the October
8 council meeting, before submitting
the exemptions to the BC Assessment
Authority.

Jazz Fest porta-potties

The Village received a letter
from Jill Braley, expressing dismay
at the lack of porta-potties available

KASLO & AREA IS
Kaslo council, August 13: Residents complete S100 basic fire suppression training

during the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Summer
Music Festival. It was particularly bad
“across from the skatepark location,
where a large number of tenters
were set up over the weekend,” she
said. Though public washrooms are
available off of Second Street, the
facilities are too far away.

Councillor Robert Lang heard from
another resident that the smell is “just
about overwhelming.” He suggested
that the Village take responsibility for
providing and cleaning porta-potties.

Councillor Matthew Brown
suggested that the problem of illegal
campers could be addressed first, if
they’re the ones making the mess.

Mayor Suzan Hewat said that in
the past, strong smells have come from
the sewer treatment plant operating at
capacity during a busy weekend.

Staff will investigate and come up
with a plan for next season.

Municipal progress report

CAO Robert Baker presented the
Municipal Progress Report for the
second quarter.

The report includes updates on
municipal services and operations,
capital projects, municipal objectives
and measures, and a financial report
as of June 30.

For municipal services and
operations, CAO Baker shared the
number of building permits issued in
2022 (31),2023 (16),and 2024 to date
(11). Coming out of the COVID-19
pandemic, CAO Baker said the Village
saw arise in building permits, and that
the decrease is not out of the ordinary.

He also reported on the number
of development permits (5, 8, and 8)
and development variance permits (5,
7,and 7).

Capital projects are progressing,
said Baker. The total budget for all
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capital projects underway, or soon to
be, is $4,175,536.

Municipal objectives and
measures are the bulk of the report,
and were developed based on council’s
2023-2026 strategic plan, said Baker.
The objectives reflect the ‘Areas of
Focus’ in the plan; the measures are
how the Village will make progress
in those areas.

Some objectives include
improving grounds at the SS
Moyie, improving how the Village
communicates information to the
public, and developing Kaslo South.

As for the financial report as of
June 30, total revenues are $4,026,032
and total expenditures are $1,820,605,
both with a budget of $8,356,702.
Expenditures are currently low, said
Baker, as some major projects are not
yetunderway, and collections made for
others are not yet payable.

Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year Celebrated along with
rain and resilience at 131st birthday party

by Cassandra Morrison

Rain wasn’t about to stop the
residents of Kaslo and Area D from
coming out to celebrate the belated
birthday of their beloved town or
recognizing the 2024 Citizen of the
Year on the afternoon of Friday,
August 16. In fact, the downpour
was welcome and celebrated in its
own right after a nearly month-long
ordeal of wildfires threatening the
communities north of Kaslo.

Following a lively performance of
music, and a selection of refreshments
and cake at Kaslo’s Legacy Park, NDP
MLA Brittny Anderson took to the
microphone to recognize the recent
efforts of the community in response to
the Lavina Complex wildfires, which
started on the night of July 17 and
caused an evacuation order for all of
Argenta later that month.

“I know it has been extremely
stressful for many of us with the fires
and the smoke, and our community
members impacted by things like
evacuations,” she told the crowd of
about 50 people decked out in rain
gear and umbrellas. “...But what
I just wanted to talk about is joy
and celebration and bringing the
community together.”

Brittny took a special moment
to highlight the resiliency of Kaslo
and Area D, particularly, the Argenta

g Fire Brigade, showcasing how they
% were able to save their community
= with proper training, certification and
equipment.

“We’re just so grateful everyone
got to go home!”

Aimee Watson, Director of Area
D and Chair of the Regional District
of Central Kootenay board, also said a
few words to acknowledge the selfless
efforts of Kaslo’s residents who went
above and beyond to ensure the
displaced community members had
enough to weather the storm.

“We’re people that care immensely
about how we work together and
how we grow together, so happy
birthday Kaslo!” Aimee said to cheers,
“Keep celebrating and keep working
together!”

Kaslo’s mayor, Suzan Hewat, took
over the microphone next to introduce
the award everyone had been waiting
for. With so many selfless volunteers
to choose from, Kaslo’s 2024 Citizen
of the Year Award was not short of
worthy nominees this year.

With a proud smile, Suzan listed
the many contributions of this year’s
choice for the award, including the
Kaslo Concert Society and the North
Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage
Council, Front Street Banner Project,
the Kaslo Art Walk, an annual Guitar
Festival and the Kootenay Summer
School of the Arts, Concerts in
Care at the long-term care facility
at the Victorian Health Centre, the
Community Fund of North Kootenay
Lake, the Kaslo Hospice Society and
the Kaslo & District Public Library.

“If you are thinking that this
sounds like a lot of things for one

person to accomplish, you would be
correct, because this year, we are not
only recognizing one person, but two,”
Suzan said, voice filled with emotion.
“How can you possibly separate the
accomplishments of the two wonderful
people we are here to honour today?”

Long-time Kaslo residents
David Stewart and Stephanie Judy
were recognized together for their
contributions to the town and its
legacy.

David was in attendance to accept
the award, thanking the crowd on
Stephanie’s behalf as she could not
make it to the ceremony. Suzan,
Brittny and Aimee presented David
with a beautiful bouquet from the local
florist and gift store, Jewel and Joy,
as well as a commemorative wooden
plaque etched with their names.

“This is a big surprise,” David
said upon his humble acceptance of
the award.

Stephanie took to Kaslo’s
Facebook Page the following morning
to thank the community for the
recognition she and David received
on Friday afternoon.

“All the things we’ve done, we did
just because that’s what we do,” she
told the community. “It is a blessing to
be part of this wonderful community.”

David and Stephanie are not the
first couple to be recognized together
in the history of Kaslo’s Citizen of
the Year award. They follow in the
footsteps of Anne and Stu Heard in
2021.

PHOTO CREDIT: CASSANDR

Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year award 2024 went to David Stewart and Stephanie Judy (not pictured). David stands with award recipients from previous years and this
year's award presenters. (L to R) Aimee Watson, Suzan Hewat, David Stewart, Elizabeth Scarlett, Anne Heard, Karen Pidcock, Stu Heard and Brittny Anderson.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

A group of forest-based
organizations have come together to
advocate for the future of forestry in
the province.

ForestryWorksforBC is a new,
grassroots initiative, representing
more than 1,000 businesses across
BC'’s forestry sector. The campaign
is rallying to raise awareness
about forestry’s critical role in
the well-being of rural and urban
communities.

“We in the industry have done a
very poor job in telling our story —
all the positive things that we do, all
the contributions that the industry
makes,” said Ken Kalesnikoff,
who appeared before the Regional
District of Central Kootenay’s
board of directors during its regular
meeting on August 15. Kalesnikoff

I COMMUNITY
ForestryWorksforBC makes a case for the forestry industry

is President and CEO of Kalesnikoff
Lumber near Castlegar.

He petitioned directors to raise
their voices for the future of forestry
by sending a letter to the Minister of
Forests, and requesting a meeting
at the Union of BC Municipalities’
(UBCM) annual convention next
month.

“As localized, elected officials,
your voices are powerful,” he said.

The board will make a
decision regarding Kalesnikoff
and ForestryWorksforBC’s request
during its next meeting on September
12.

How does forestry work
for BC?

The forestry industry is a main
contributor to government revenues,
said Kalesnikoff, with more than $6.5
billion distributed across all levels of
government. These funds support

BC'’s services and infrastructure, like
hospitals, schools, and highways.
“Forestry has been the foundation
of our province,” said Kalesnikoff.
Not too long ago, forestry
contributed over $14 billion to the
Province. However, since 2018,
harvest levels have dropped by 42%,
he said, and half of BC’s mills have
been lost in the last two decades.
Today’s harvest levels are less than
60% of the sustainable allowable
annual cut (AAC) determined by the
Province’s Chief Forester.
Government-issued cutting
permits have slowed, which
Kalesnikoff says is a result of policy
changes spurred by MLAs listening
to constituents who aren’t aware of
how forestry benefits their lives.
“When access to AAC is
unreliable, harvest levels drop, and
government revenues for critical

services decline,” he said. “At the
current rate of harvest, the sector will
lose the critical mass to sustain itself.
The impact will not just be felt by our
local supply chain businesses, but by
everyone in British Columbia.”

Beyond the economy and critical
infrastructure, Kalesnikoff explained
that in the face of climate change,
forests need more management,
not less.

“A working forest makes our
forests more resilient to wildfires and
our communities safer,” reads a slide
from Kalesnikoff’s presentation.
“Today’s forest workers are on
the front lines of the battle against
climate change.”

In 2023, 2.84 million hectares
of forest in BC burned in wildfires.

By actively managing forests
— through prescribed burns, for
example — the forestry sector can

Silverton council, August 14: Contentious zoning issue referred to Ombudsperson

by Jan McMurray

CAO Elsie Lemke gave an update
on the lot on Turner Street that has been
vacant until recently, when unlicenced
vehicles and a camper van turned up.
The lot contains the septic field for two
adjacent properties,and is co-owned by
the owners of the two properties. As
directed by council in July, the CAO
sent letters to the property owners,
asking them to remove the vehicles and
bring the property into compliance with
the zoning bylaw in 14 days.

Lemke explained to council that
residential use in this R-1 (low density
residential) zone has to be a house,
not an RV.

A response was received by only
one of the property owners, Saul Perks,
who asserts he is not in contravention
of the zoning bylaw. He said he was
sending a copy of his letter to MLA
Katrine Conroy and the Ombudsperson.

Council decided to ask the
Ombudsperson to address this, “in an
effort to provide him [Perks] with the
information and understanding of the
situation the Village is trying to rectify.”

During public time, Perks pointed
out that emergency services are allowed
in all zones, and the vehicles parked
on the lot belong to his personal care
attendant and contain her first aid and
fire/rescue equipment. Perks said the
RV’s plumbing is connected to his
plumbing system, ““so it’s actually part
of my house.” Further, he has found no
regulation in the province that prohibits
parking on a septic field.
Campsite refunds

Everyone who cancelled their
campsite booking because of the
evacuation alert and order will be fully
reimbursed. The campground policy
was amended to allow for full refunds in
the case of an evacuation alert or order.
Under usual circumstances, refunds are
provided when cancellations are made
atleast 14 days in advance, minus a $15
administration fee.

Council agreed to discuss
compensation for this year’s
campground contractor, once the season
is over. According to the contract, the
contractor is paid a percentage of the
total campground revenues. Revenues
this year are down significantly due to

the wildfire situation.
Sidewalk sale

A back-to-school sale will be
held on Third Street adjacent to the
Silverton General Store on Sunday,
August 25 from 10 am to 4 pm. Koots
Kids Clothing and SGS are holding the
sale, and have the support of Silverton
Building Supplies, which will be closed
that day. Council agreed to close Third
Street for the event.

“Our business has really suffered
financially due to the wildfire season
and we are trying to be innovative and
creative in order to make ends meet,”
says SGS co-owner Danika Hammond
in her letter to council.

Councillor denBok recused himself
for this item, declaring a conflict of
interest.

Nursing shortage

Council received an invitation
to book an appointment with
Interior Health during the Union of
BC Municipalities convention in
September. Councillor Leah Main
said she would like to meet with IH
regarding recruitment and retention
of nursing staff. “It’s becoming really
critical now,” she said. “It’s not only
our ER but also in the last week, there
have been two closures at the Nakusp
Hospital because of the lack of nursing
staff.”

CAO Lemke will make the
appointment.

Gratitude

Mayor Tanya Gordon thanked
CAO Lemke, “who has been our rock
during the alert and order and kept it all
calm. It was a very busy two weeks.”
Councillor Main thanked the mayor and
CAO, “who worked crazy overtime to
keep everyone informed and calm.”
Councillor Brian Mills said the
Village’s request for better information
and more communication from RDCK
and BC Wildfire Service paid off. “I
appreciated the information,” he said.
Investing wisely

Staff will invest municipal funds in
a ‘pooled high interest savings account’
and will prepare a draft investment
policy for council consideration at a
future meeting. CFO Lisa Clark made
these recommendations, noting that
the Village’s approximately $2 million

is held in various accounts at KSCU
and earning very little interest. “To
generate additional interest revenue
for the Village, while also maintaining
liquidity, staff are recommending that
funds be invested in a PHISA. A PHISA

is a high-interest account offered by
larger banks in partnership with MFA
(Municipal Finance Authority) and
current rates are around 5.3%. Funds
are not locked in but can be accessed
at any time.”

Nakusp volunteers and Royal Canadian
Legion to host annual Halloween event

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Mark your calendars for the
second annual Halloween event,
happening at the Royal Canadian
Legion in Nakusp.

On Thursday, October 31, from
4 to 8 pm, all are welcome to a free,
family evening in the Legion Hall.
The hall will be decked out with lots
of decorations, said volunteer Tammy
Glentworth, with a graveyard and
other spooky additions. There will
be candy and popcorn for the kids, a
Halloween movie showing, music,
and lots of fun to be had.

Leading up to Halloween on
Saturday, October 26 at 7 pm, there
will be a free, adults-only Halloween
party in the Legion Hall and Lounge.
The evening will kick off with the
Witch Dance, a choreographed dance
akin to Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’
that’s easy to pick up and join in with,
said Glentworth. Shirley will lead
karaoke and six trophies will be up
for grabs for best costumes.

Glentworth has always loved
Halloween.

“It’s been something I've
always done... I've been throwing
Halloween parties for a long time in
my yard, but I'd never get the kids
out,” she said.

Last year, she roused a group
of volunteers and brought the
Halloween spirit to the Legion. A
few individuals privately funded
the event and over 150 community
members of all ages attended.
Glentworth was happy to provide
a safe and warm place to enjoy
Halloween, as the weather was poor.
Attendees raved about the décor.

“When we opened it up for the
kids, it was so awesome and was
received really well,” she said. “We

have such a wonderful community
and these sorts of events are so
important to our community.”

This year, the Royal Canadian
Legion, Branch 20, will sponsor
the event, which is 100% volunteer-
driven. The Legion recently received
a Nakusp and Area K Recreation
Commission No. 4 grant for $1,800.

“That was the one thing that I
did not want, is for anyone to have
to pay to go in,” said Glentworth.
“I’m really excited to offer more for
the kids.”

Preparations are moving forward
rapidly, she said, and Halloween will
be here before we know it.

“I can’t say enough about our
wonderful community and the
amazing volunteers who are so
willing to participate in creating this
event again this year,” she said. “We
are really hopeful that we can offer
this annually.”

I

help reduce the severity of wildfires,
protecting homes and lives, he said.

Managing forests also includes
planting trees; the industry planted
over 220 million seedlings last year.

“We need to tend to [the forest]
like a garden,” he said. “There are
solutions out there that would be
much better than just drawing a line
around a piece of property, throwing
away the key, and hoping it doesn’t
burn.”

Moving forward

ForestryWorksforBC’s
momentum is building, Kalesnikoff
said. More communities are starting
to recognize how important forestry
is to their well-being.

Kamloops council brought
forward a forestry-focused
resolution, which will be discussed at
the UBCM convention in September.

Campbell River, Terrace, and
North Cowichan councils raised
concerns in public letters to the
Minister of Forests.

Lheidli T’enneh Chief Dollen
Logan, Simpcw First Nation Chief
George Lampreau, and the mayors
of McBride, Prince George, and
Valemount have also voiced their
concerns.

“Forestry can be part of the
solution,” he said. “This isn’t about
trees versus jobs. It’s about quality
of life, and an annual allowable cut
that we can count on... We want
this to be a long-term campaign to
help get the industry’s social licence
back so we can be proud of the forest
industry in BC.”

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repaits, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
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s I ARROW LAKES
BC Hydro updates public on Arrow Lakes levels, fish health, recreation

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

On the evening of August 14,
BC Hydro provided another update
on Columbia and Duncan operations.

Mary Anne Coules, Stakeholder
Engagement Advisor for the Lower
Columbia, opened with some good
news.

“We know you all have concerns
about this year’s reservoir levels and

the ongoing drought that we’ve been
experiencing across the province,”
she said. “But as of today, Arrow
Lakes Reservoir is currently 12.5 feet
[3.8 metres] higher compared to this
time last year.”

Based on the latest forecast,
she said, they expect Arrow will be
between five and ten feet higher at
the end of this summer than it was
in 2023.

On Labour Day last year, it was
at 426.72 metres (1,400 feet). This
year, it is projected to be between
428.24 metres (1,405 feet) and
429.77 metres (1,410 feet).

The rate of water level decline
over the month of August is expected
to be more gradual than last year,
said Coules. This is due to increased
generation at Mica dam in early
August. As well, flows out of Arrow
are scheduled to decrease beginning
on August 17.

Fish

Rian Hill, Manager of
Environmental Field Services with
BC Hydro, gave an update on how
reservoir levels are affecting fish

FOREVER HOME URGENTLY

NEEDED!
‘Princess” is a beautiful adult, female tortoise
shell. She is friendly and well socialized. Ang
She is an inside-outside cat. Is your castle the
Fight fit for our sweet “Princess™? For more
nformation, call PALS today at 250-265-3792
\We will call you back.

“We hadn’t seen [levels] that
low either,” he said of 2023 levels.
Nakusp It was a great chance for us and our

partners, consultants, and biologists
to get out in the field and take a look

(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a Disposition of

Crown Land
Take notice that I/We, Ralph and Jacqueline Allen, from Nakusp,
BC, have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Water,
Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS), Kootenay Boundary
Region, for a Licence of Occupation for about 110 m of roadway
use situated on Provincial Crown Land located about 7.6 km
north of Nakusp, BC along Highway 23.
WLRS invites comments on this application, the Lands File is
4406413. Written comments concerning this application should
be directed to Sr. Authorization Specialist, WLRS, Kootenay
Boundary Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C
7G1. Comments will be received by WLRS up to August 31,
2024. WLRS may not be able to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.
gov.bc.ca/ for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. Access to these records
requires the submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) re-
quest. Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn
more about FOI submissions.

at what was going on.”

Some good news — the 2023
kokanee spawner run in Arrow
Lakes was the second highest in the
last decade.

“The fish were getting into [the
tributaries], and an added plus was
[the fish] were bigger than what
we’ve seen in the past,” he said.

Bigger fish usually means more
eggs.

Kokanee were unable to access
some tributaries, but that’s common
for any reservoir level, said Hill.
But low stream flows did restrict or
prevent access to some of the smaller
tributaries.

In 2023, Hill and his team
monitored and documented all
reports of fish stranding on Arrow
Lakes. Crews were also deployed to
assess stranding sites and salvage fish
when possible.

“The majority of fish encountered
were small or young redside shiner,
suckers, northern pikeminnow, and
sculpins,” he said. “Fewer than
0.25% were salmonids, like kokanee
or bull trout.”

This year, the team continues
to monitor reservoir conditions,
including stranding risks and
tributary access. Depending on
reservoir levels in late summer
and early fall, they may do more
fish salvage work. However, water
levels are a bit higher and water is
not declining as steeply, compared to
last year, so Hill said they think this
will have a positive effect for the fish.

Recreation

Don Reid, Manager of BC
Hydro’s Water Program, provided an
update on recreation and boat access.

Reid said that BC Hydro, through
the Columbia River Water Use Plan
(WUP), has specific objectives set
to guide operational decisions each
year. This includes target water levels
during the recreation period — 437 4
metres (1,435 feet) to 439 metres
(1,440 feet).

“We do recognize that because
of the ongoing drought and the need
to move water, that we’re not going
to meet those recreation targets this
year,” he said.

To mitigate the effects of low
reservoir levels, Reid said that BC
Hydro has constructed or upgraded
ramps on Arrow to provide access at
lower water levels.

Reid provided a list of boat
ramps on Arrow Lake, their
lowest operational elevation, and
the projected reservoir level on
September 15. The eight ramps’
lowest operational levels range
between 421.5 metres (1,382.87
feet) and 427 metres (1,400.92 feet).
The expected level of Arrow mid-
September is 428.2 metres (1,405
feet).

“It’s definitely a much better
picture than it was last year,” he said.

As for maintenance, Reid said
there is some deterioration of the
breakwaters that protect the ramps.
This past spring they conducted a
comprehensive engineering review,
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and are now developing a structural
maintenance program to replace
breakwaters, which have been in
place for about 10 years.
Columbia River Treaty

Though it was not the focus of
the evening’s presentation, Coules
announced that on July 11, Canada
and the United States announced that
they have reached an agreement-in-
principle (AIP) to modernize the
Columbia River Treaty.

Under the AIP, the countries
agreed to incorporate new
provisions, such as the need for
increased unilateral flexibility for
how BC operates its treaty dams,
ecosystem health, restoring and
strengthening salmon populations,
Indigenous cultural values, adaptive
management, and new collaborative
engagement on Libby Dam
operations.

For more information about
the CRT, visit engage.gov.bc.ca/
columbiarivertreaty.
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Public Notice — Forest Nutrient
Management on Crown Land

This notice is to inform the public that the aerial application of nutrients

will occur on approximately 1,000 hectares in the Selkirk Forest District. Areas to be
treated are previously harvested cut blocks in TFL 23 in Mosquito, Oatscott, Johnston,
Renata, Burton and Galena Bay areas. Aerial application operations are scheduled for
September to December 2024.

Overview maps of treatment areas are located at: https://tinyurl.com/TFL-23-Applica-
tion-Maps

The funding is provided by the Provincial Government through the Forest Investment
Program. The purpose is to increase carbon sequestration from the atmosphere by in-
creasing individual tree growth.

The nutrients are in the form of a urea compound in the form of pellets that will be ap-
plied aerially to the prescribed areas. The application is a highly precise, pilot-controlled
system. There will be no application to streams or any standing body of water. Water
quality will be measured on representative fish streams and domestic watersheds before,
during, and after the application per approved guidance, as required.

Nutrient application will increase ecosystem carbon between 25 and 57 tonnes of car-
bon per hectare over a ten-year period depending on the site characteristics and species
composition. Other benefits of forest nutrient management include increased tree and
shrub growth for ungulate cover, enhanced habitat for some species of birds, improved
post-harvest green up, and visual qualities.

For more information on the Forest Investment Program: https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/forest-investment-program

For more information on the Forest Nutrient Management Program in BC: https://
www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nrs-climate-
change/mitigation/forest-carbon-initiative/module 2 _fertilization web.pdf

For more information, please contact Michael.Andres(@gov.bc.ca

Michael Andres, RPF

Forest Investment Specialist

Forest Investment and Reporting Branch
Ministry of Forests
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Streamkeepers and Passmore Laboratory
offering drinking water testing

submitted

Passmore Laboratory is offering
standard bacteriological tests to
evaluate if water is fit to drink.

However, if there is high turbidity
or an off colour or smell, testing is
not recommended. Basically, if you
don’t want to drink it, there’s no point
in testing it. Wait for it to clear first.
When it looks drinkable, bring in a
sample and the laboratory will test
it at a reduced cost through Slocan
River Streamkeepers. Or coordinate
with other water users on the same
creek so that only one person brings
a water sample.

While waiting for water to clear,
bringing it to a full rolling boil for
two minutes will kill pathogens. For
really coloured, highly turbid water,
flush flush flush.

Experience with Trozzo and
Winlaw Creeks shows that the
clearing process depends on weather.
With rain events, turbidity and
sediment spike. As the season goes
on, spikes still occur but not at such
high levels.

If you are a member of a group
of people on a water system and are
interested in monitoring your water
quality over time, the laboratory
can offer a program, in partnership
with Slocan River Streamkeepers,

COMMUNITY I —

that will provide ongoing data on
water quality, including minerals,
turbidity, and bacteria through the
seasons and weather events. There
is a commitment on your part, but
the laboratory and Streamkeepers are
willing to work with you.

Slocan River Streamkeepers
(SRS) is looking at funding to
support a local water monitoring
program in the Slocan Valley. SRS
will have a local person managing

9

the program and be the liaison
between water users and SRS,

The camp in Winlaw for the crews working on the Slocan Lake complex of wildfires housed 424 people at its peak this summer. Located in
Bennigan'’s field, the camp included tents for the crew members and large trailers for food preparation and showers.

Passmore Lab, and CARO Lab.

If you are interested in
monitoring water on your creek
or shallow well, you can contact
Slocan River Streamkeepers at
slocanriver@gmail .com or Passmore
Laboratory at passmorelaboratory @
columbiawireless.ca.

SRS will be updating the
website and posting the link to
the Trozzo and Winlaw Creeks
water monitoring study as soon as
possible: slocanriverstreamkeepers.
wordpress.com/water-monitoring.

If you have further concerns
about your water, such as heavy
metals, hydrocarbons, pesticides, fire
retardant or other organics, contact
CARO Analytical in Kelowna, www.

caro.ca.

Rabi'a decked out her truck for the convoy to thank the firefighters in Winlaw on August 13.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Cornucopia

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB'’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-9 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales available
during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo » 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle,
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Our book sale was a great success. Thanks to all the book lovers out there — we hope you're

enjoying your books! * Recent additions to our eco-fashion collection include Canadi-
an-designed clothing from Leka, Brok Boys, Abaka, Terry Sasaki, and OOM / Message
Factory * More uniquely beautiful glassware, pottery, chopsticks and holders are here
from Japan « We may just have the finest selection of greeting cards in the Valley ¢ ‘Kite
of Possibilities’ - the newest release from Slocan’s favourite family band The Rainbow
Hippos - has dropped, and we've got it! « Open Monday to Saturday, 10-5, and Sunday,
10-3 + 250-358-2178  Facebook & Instagram * RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Maureen Howard to exhibit at Studio Connexion

by Art Joyce

Artist Maureen Howard will
exhibit her contemporary and abstract
paintings, ‘Artistry of Nature,” at
Nakusp’s Studio Connexion from
August 20 to September 7, with an
opening reception Friday, August
23 from 5 to 7 pm. This is Howard’s
fourth solo exhibit at the gallery.

Maureen Howard primarily
works with acrylics as well as oil
and cold wax, a medium she finds
allows her plenty of artistic freedom.
The paintings in this exhibition are
“a reflection of the environment
I live in and love,” including the
dramatic prairie skies of the southern
Alberta landscape as well as Shuswap
Lake, where she now lives. As with
so many artists, art has been with
Howard since childhood. Her mother
and grandmother both painted and
encouraged her to paint along with
them.

“Art has been in my life since I
was a child. Until I retired, I mostly
used watercolours as a quick way
to capture the landscape but didn’t
pursue art more seriously until 15
years ago.”

Since childhood, her artistic
inspiration and mentors include
Pamela Caughey, an American artist

JULY 31

AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7

she studied with for four years. “Her
courses and advice about design
elements, materials and ‘finding
your voice’ have impacted my work
significantly.”

Howard’s training has been a
work-in-progress, with many courses
and workshops over the years with
Canadian artists such as David
Langevin, Mike Svob, and Gordon
Harrison. This September, she will
take up an artist’s residency at the
Coutts Centre for Western Heritage
in southern Alberta.

Her formal education was in
psychology and she has used art
as a therapeutic technique with
children and families. “I find that
it’s a way to allow deeply held
beliefs about competence, decision
making, authenticity, etc. to come to
the surface.”

Howard has also exhibited in
the Salmon Arm Art Gallery, Lake
Country Art Gallery and smaller
venues in the Okanagan. Studio
Connexion gallerist Anne Beliveau
says several of her paintings from
this exhibition have already sold in
advance.

Studio Connexion is located in
Nakusp at 203 Fifth Ave. NW. The
gallery isopen 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday

- AUG.17 +STEPHANIE GAUVIN

* MAUREEN HOWARD

SEPTEMBER 11 - 28 « GRANT WADDELL

to Saturday, however, gallerist Anne
Beliveau is happy to arrange private

showings on request. Contact her at
250-265-8888 or visit her Facebook
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page or studioconnexiongallery.com
for more information.

Golden Hour, by Maureen Howard

New realtor in Kaslo

by Jan McMurray

Kaslo local Emily Early has
recently become a licenced realtor
and is working out of the Fair Realty

office with Kul Nijjar on 4th Street
in Kaslo.

“I’ve known Kul all my life — I
was in the same class as her youngest

ROSEBERL M@W‘

LABROUR DAY, V
SEPTEMBER 2
Trim trials: 11:30
Race heats: Noon

The highlight of the summer silly season
in the Silvery Slocan
Our annual races of home-made toy
boats in Rosebery Bay...

COME FLOAT YOUR BOAT!

Please return your prizes from last year
(and years past) to
COMMODORE JACOB BUTT:
250-551-8463

LION DAY

son. She has grown a name for herself
as a realtor in the area and she has a
lot of knowledge, so I approached her
while I was still studying and asked
her if she would be interested in being
my mentor. She said ‘yes’! We’re
both pretty excited to be working
together.”

Emily says she will be focusing
mainly on the Kaslo area, but is
familiar with the region and is willing
to work with people looking for
property in Castlegar, Nelson, the
Slocan Valley and Nakusp, as well.
“When growing up, I was into sports
and hockey was my biggest passion,
so I have spent time in all those
towns.”

Emily has worked in the service
industry since she was 12 years old.
She worked in restaurants throughout
her high school years and has been
working at the credit union for the
last three years. “I’ve always been
driven and hard working,” she says.

Emily’s customer service
experience will serve her well as a
realtor. “I want to offer great service
and be a realtor people feel they
can trust and know I have their best
interests in mind,” she said. “Integrity
and ethics are very important to me.”

Emily says she was looking for
a career she could build for herself
that allowed her to stay in Kaslo,
and decided on realty. “I love the
community and this career allows me
to connect with people around that
passion for the area — whether they
are new to the Kootenays or locals
who I've known for years.”

Emily says she looks forward to
working with people on one of the
biggest decisions they’ll make in
their lives.
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by Jan McMurray

Acupuncture and other forms
of complementary medicine are not
easily accessible in our healthcare
system. Some local acupuncturists
have recognized this gap and are
responding.

Kaslo Community
Acupuncture Society

When Chinese Medicine
Practitioner Leni Neumeier and
Acupuncturist Elise Arnaudin saw
that it was difficult for people with
low incomes to access acupuncture,
they decided to create a non-profit
society so they could treat those who
otherwise couldn’t afford it. The
society raises funds through grants
and donations to make this possible.

“We wanted to remove that
socio-economic barrier so we
could help vulnerable people in
the Kaslo area,” Neumeier told
the Valley Voice. “We are helping

I COMMUNITY
Acupuncture offered by donation by local practitioners

with pain management, addiction,
digestive dysfunction, mental health,
chemotherapy support, pre- and post-
surgery, induced labour and much
more — we get everyone!”

Community clinics are a “really
unique way of healing together,”
Neumeier said. Although there is
not the confidentiality that comes
with one-on-one sessions, the group
energy in community sessions is
powerful, she says.

KCAS community clinics are
held every two weeks, on Friday
afternoons, at St. Andrew’s Heritage
Hall in Kaslo. Treatments are offered
by donation, and no one is turned
away for lack of funds.

KCAS also offered community
trauma response clinics during the
wildfires and evacuations in Argenta.
Neumeier says the government
provides counselling to frontline
workers, which is good, but it’s

Kaslo Community Acupuncture Team during Argenta’s Evacuation Order: Suzanne Gervais,
Laura Knox, Laura Douglas, Leni Neumeier, Cathie Douglas, Amanda Tubman.
Missing: Elise Amaudin.

Come celebrate the end of summer in beautiful New
Denver at the Gather Cafe.

Savannah and Dallas, long-time Koots locals, have
created a warm and welcoming space for the commu-
nity to GATHER.

With their one of a kind breakfast burrito, fresh baked
goods ( gf & vegan available), Sunday brunch, deli-
cious smoothies and top-quality coffee, there is some-
thing here for everyone.

Starting this Saturday night, don’t miss their summer
dinner menu, by reservation only.

also important to work on the body.
“You can’t think your way through a
trauma. Trauma is in your tissue, not
just in your brain, so this is where
Chinese medicine and acupuncture
is really effective with its knowledge
of meridian theory.”

KCAS is aregistered charity and
receives grants and donations to help
pay the expenses of the community
clinics: rent and laundry, and for
an administrative assistant and the
practitioners. The annual budget is
about $50,000, Neumeier says, and
they are short about 30% of that.

To donate to KCAS, visit
candahelps.org and search for Kaslo
Community Acupuncture Society, or
e-transfer to kaslocas@gmail.com.

Raven Acupuncture, Slocan
Valley

In Slocan City, Raven
Acupuncture offers acupuncture
and massage by donation on the
first Thursday of every month at the
Wellness Centre on Harold Street.

The clinic has been a volunteer
project of acupuncturist Brendan
Murray-Nellis since he opened
Raven Acupuncture in 2013. Over
the years, it has grown to include
massage and providing harm
reduction supplies.

“Brendan is invested in helping
to build a healthy community in
the West Kootenays by making
acupuncture an accessible treatment
option for everyone,” says the
website, ravenacupuncture.com.

Brendan usually offers his
acupuncture services in New Denver
on Wednesdays and in Slocan on
Thursdays and Fridays. During the
closure of Hwy 6 and the evacuation
of Slocan due to wildfires this

summer, he set up a clinic at Emery
Herbals in Winlaw and offered his
services by donation.

Donations and sponsorships are
accepted to help cover the costs of
the monthly community clinic days:
rent, front desk staffing, equipment,

I, 11

supplies and volunteer practitioners.
“With further funding, we can
expand the community pain clinic
hours to meet the needs of our low-
income community,” Brendan says.
To make a donation, email office.
ravenaccupuncture@gmail .com.
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submitted
WildSafeBC, the Valhalla
Wilderness Society Area H Bear

Smart Program, and Bear Smart
Working Group Coordinator Cora
Skaien are co-hosting a free electric

joldhamfinehomes.ca

“When You Want It Done Right”

I' il

Contact Jesse Oldham ¢ Joldhamfinehomes.ca
(licenced HPO Builder)
(cell # 250 551 2593) « jesseoldham@hotmail.ca

COMMUNITY
Electric fencing cost-share and free workshop in Passmore on August 26

fencing for bears workshop at the
Passmore Community Hall on
Monday, August 26 from 7 to 8:30
pm.

This workshop will cover the
how and why of electric fencing,
including discussions around
different types of designs for electric
fences and important considerations
when choosing the design that best
suits your needs. The workshop will
also provide an example portable
electric fence for demonstration
purposes.

To register, email
arrowslocanlakes @wildsafebc.com.
Walk-ins on the day of will also be
welcomed.

Cost-share

Cora Skaien, in collaboration
with Slocan Solutions and the
Valhalla Wilderness Society,
also continues to offer cost-share
assistance on purchasing electric
fencing materials. For the energizer,
the Valhalla Wilderness Society
provides a 50% reimbursement.
Funding through Slocan Solutions
adds an additional $100 to go towards
the purchase of additional supplies
(fence posts, wire, insulators,
etc.). The average participant is
reimbursed approximately $250 for
the cost of their electric fence.

How can you get involved in
the cost share program? First, email
cora.skaien@gmail.com to express
interest in the program and ask
any questions you might have.
Provide Cora a schematic of the
area you wish to fence, indicating
the dimensions of the area, the
approximate amount of materials
needed, and any obstacles that may
need discussion. This is to show

WELCOME

BACK!
D3

A warm welcome back to school
to students and families on
Tuesday, September 3!

Please drive/ride safely,
watch for children and
yield to school buses.

School District 8
Kootenay Lake

A\

School information:
sd8.bc.ca/schools

PHOTO CREDIT: NIEKITAH DONNET

that you have sufficient knowledge
to build the most effective fence
possible. Once approved for the
program, you can purchase supplies
from your chosen supplier. Send the
receipts to Cora, and a cheque will
be mailed to you for about $250+.
The cost-share program also has
a second option if electric fencing
is not the best solution, especially
if fruit or nut trees are no longer
manageable or produce non-edible
fruits or nuts. The other option is to
receive $250 reimbursement towards
the purchase of a non-nut or non-fruit-
bearing alternative, or to help cover
the cost of removing the current fruit
or nut tree. This option helps reduce
human-wildlife conflict by removing
attractants if they cannot be protected
by an electric fence. The process is the
same as the electric fencing option,
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with the exception that a schematic
is not required.
Harvest Share

For those located in New Denver
or Silverton, the Harvest Share
program is also an option to consider
for fruit management.

The Harvest Share program
loans temporary electric fencing and
coordinates with other community
groups on human-wildlife co-
existence and food security. It also
coordinates local fruit picking to keep
people and bears safe by matching
volunteer pickers with fruit tree
owners. The bounty is shared.

If you are interested in seeing
what options are available through
Harvest Share, reach out to Nicky at
ndharvestshare@gmail .com.

Thank you for helping keep
wildlife wild and communities safe.

BC Parks assessment of Valhalla
Provincial Park to be determined

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Once access restrictions to
Valhalla Provincial Park are lifted
and the area is deemed safe, BC
Parks will begin assessing the
social, economic, and environmental
impacts of the Nemo Creek wildfire,
reports a Ministry of Environment
spokesperson. But it’s too soon to
say when.

“These assessments allow
BC Parks to determine whether
monitoring or intervention is required
to support the recovery of the park or
protected area,” the ministry rep said.
“Where intervention is determined,
a wildfire recovery plan is created,
funding confirmed, and project
initiated.”

In this process, BC Parks
works closely with the Ministry
of Forests, BC Wildfire Services,
Indigenous communities, registered
professionals, and contractors.

Discovered on July 18 after
a lightning storm swept through
the Slocan Valley, the nearly
6,000-hectare Nemo Creek wildfire
is still classified as out of control as

of August 19.

As the public waits for the day
Valhalla Park will reopen, it may feel
like it will never be the same again.
But one individual has hope.

“It’s sad to see so much of the
park go up in flames,” said Craig
Pettitt, charter director of Valhalla
Wilderness Society. “But in terms
of recovery, you dig up pictures
from the turn of the century that look
across the lake, and you can see that
this area suffered a major fire then.”

It’s on a 100-year cycle, he said.
The forests in the park now are a
result of those fires in generations
past.

Pettitt is a founding member
of Valhalla Wilderness Society,
formed in 1975 to protect the slopes
of the Valhalla Range from logging.
Eight years later in 1983, Valhalla
Provincial Park was formed.

“For us that are older, we may
be looking at snags for the rest of
our life,” said Pettitt. “But I trust our
Earth Mother will do what it has to
do to recover, if given a chance...
Long term, it is hopeful that other
generations will see recovery.”

Valhalla Park looks very different now, with the Nemo Creek fire growing to almost 6,000
hectares over the summer.
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Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information

CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground,
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park — Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. Arestful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground - New Denver

250-358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn rightimmediately
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service,
pets on leash and seasonal tourist/information booth. For reservations, please
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6.

A26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites.
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Valhalla Pines Campground - Vallican

250-226-7796

ValhallaPines.com

info@valhallapines.com

4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available.
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants,
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack — Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm.
Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). Choose a homemade
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu!
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618

1-800-663-0100

arrowlakeslodge.com

Box 717, Nakusp, VOG 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider — Nakusp

250-265-7044

BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am.
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & off-sales. Open 7 days a week. Break-
fast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com * reservations@kaslohotel.com « 250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.-Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools,
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters
and fresh mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene
riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful
Arrow Lake. Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com

www.privatehotsprings.com

bookings@privatehotsprings.com

Facebook: hotsprings escape

Instagram: privathotspringscombc

250-448-6111

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com

1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room, which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver.
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes -
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro
Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

Kaslo Golf Course — Kaslo

Kaslogolf.org

250-353-2262

kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green &
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts
available. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888

203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre,
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery.
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community
gallery showcases a different regional artist every week, June 18-September 1.
The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list
of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley
Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site — New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

ANational Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30,
10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site — Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship,
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum - Meadow Creek

Museum.lvhs@gmail.com

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. Visit
the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the
Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum
collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and places of
North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. Open weekends
mid-June to mid-September.

THINGS TO DO

Jennifer Chocolates — Nakusp

jenniferchocolates.com

250-265-1799

Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop!
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we're just off main
street, walk north on 4th Ave!

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-
Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre — Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures — clothing,
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and
lessons — mid May to Oct. Think outside...no box required.

KOOTENAY CATAMARAN - Slocan

250-551-8300

skorbotmex@gmail.com

Sailing Lessons: Three-lesson masterclass with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail
Tour southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks, river
float tube for three. Capt. Dave. Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, Mexico.
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New Denver council, August 13: Kohan Garden MOU to be discussed at October meeting

by Jan McMurray

The public gallery was
packed with Kohan Garden
supporters, as a show of
solidarity with the Slocan
Lake Garden Society and its
concerns with the latest draft
of the MOU received from the
Village. Margaret Hartley of
the society addressed council
as a delegation.

“We are concerned
that the draft MOU with
the Slocan Lake Garden
Society as currently being
proposed by the Village seems
to be a precedent-setting,
significant departure from
previous MOUs regarding
the management of the Kohan
Reflection Garden,” she wrote
on the delegation request
form.

A clause has been added
to the document about the
construction of a lakeshore
pedestrian trail along
the garden’s boundary,
as identified in the recent
Centennial Park Master Plan
and Active Transportation
Plan. Hartley said this clause
“dramatically changes the
relationship” between the
Village and the society, and
gives over the design of the
garden to the Village. She
points out in her written
submissions that SLGS was
never directly consulted
about the trail during the
development of the Master
Plan.

Mayor Casley invited the
group to the Committee of the
Whole meeting on October 22
to discuss this in detail. “There
is no intent to take the garden
away from you guys,” Casley
said. “Thank you for all the
work you have done there.
No one is trying to change it.”

Resident and former
mayor Ann Bunka told council

she was “alarmed” when she
read about the trail through the
Kohan Garden, but felt much
better because council was
willing to have a conversation
with the society about it.

Kudos all around

Each member of council
commented on the wildfire
crisis.

Councillor Law thanked
all who helped: local and
provincial agencies,
firefighters, New Denver and
Area Fire Department, Village
staff, the Fireweed Hub, Nav-
CARE.

Councillor Fyke said Knox
Hall was an important centre
during the crisis, starting out
as a cooling centre, then as a
technology centre for those
who needed help signing
up for Emergency Support
Services (ESS), and finally as
an ESS reception centre. He
mentioned that as a cooling
centre, it was better used by
people passing through with
issues such as car breakdowns
than by locals.

Fyke also said a company
with a truck with a water
cannon reached out to
Reitmeier Logging to offer
the use of the truck. The truck
was used to protect the Slocan
Community Health Centre and
the Nikkei Centre.

A volunteer crew was
rounded up in the Orchard in
no time, Fyke reports, to do
some FireSmarting around the
health centre buildings.

Fyke also mentioned
the community dinner,
orchestrated by CAO Ash
Alam and extremely well
attended.

Fyke also brought his DI'Y
air cleaner to show people how
easy and inexpensive it can be
to build your own. He found
the link to the instructions on

how to make the unit in the
July 11 Valley Voice: https://
cleanaircrew.org/box-fan-
filters/

Councillor Hammond,
who publishes a community
calendar, said August events
are sparse because of the many
cancellations. She said she
understands and supports those
organizations that cancelled
events as well as those who are
carrying on with their events.
Hammond also acknowledged
that New Denver did not face
as much of a scare as other
nearby communities. “There
are people in Area H who have
lost their homes, outbuildings
and animals,” she said.

Councillor Moss said
the community’s spirit of
volunteerism “continues to
amaze me.” He gave special
thanks to Mayor Casley and
Councillor Fyke, who have
been working on FireSmarting
the community.

Mayor Casley said just
a few days before the fires
started, the Villages of New
Denver and Silverton met
with Interfor to begin planning
for a fire break around the
communities. He pointed out
that it didn’t take long for the
fire to return after the 2007
Springer Creek fire. He also
mentioned that BC Parks was
missing during the crisis, and
he is planning to talk to them.
Sinixt training

Community Planner
Jessica Rayner provided a
report on her attendance at
the Sinixt training event in
Nelson in April. At the event,
there were presentations on
the Sinixt Ethnohistorical
Report and the Desautel
court case. “The goal of the
hosts [Sinixt Confederacy,
Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation and
the Province of BC] was to
provide a background on
Sinixt traditional territory in
BC, discuss engagement and
consultation with the Sinixt
Confederacy moving forward
following the Desautel
decision, and allow a forum
for discussion,” Rayner says
in her report.

Land acknowledgement

Council adopted a land
acknowledgement crafted
by CAO Alam. Councillors
Fyke, Hammond and Law
voted in favour of adopting the
acknowledgement and Mayor
Casley and Councillor Moss
voted opposed.

This issue was discussed
a few times last year, with
no firm resolution. Mayor
Casley and Councillor Moss
made their views known
during these discussions, so
kept their comments short.
Councillor Moss said he
was very uncomfortable
with the whole concept of

land acknowledgements,
and is afraid of “what
comes next.” He said he felt
many were adopting land
acknowledgements for
financial reasons rather than
for moral reasons.

Councillor Hammond said
in light of the staff report
by Community Planner
Jess Rayner on the Sinixt
training day, this was very
appropriate. Councillor Law
said he understands Moss’s
concern, but he feels the
acknowledgement is not
ambivalent, has substance
and is accurate.

Zoning change to
allow microbreweries

Two readings were given
to a zoning amendment bylaw
that adds ‘microbrewery,
winery’ as a permitted use
in the core commercial
zone. The amendment was
requested by the owners of
222 Sixth Avenue, the property
proposed for a microbrewery.
A public hearing will be held
September 10 at 7 pm in
council chambers.

Casley Court christened

The laneway that
accesses the new four-unit
residential development
adjacent to Canco is now
called Casley Court. A name
for the lane was necessary to
create addresses for the new
homes. Staff recommended
‘Casley Court’ because of the
history of the Casley family,
particularly Ken Casley. Now
deceased, Ken was mayor
of New Denver several
times, a regular volunteer, an
active community member,
a businessman and a family
man.

The Ministry of
Transportation and
Infrastructure has confirmed
it will not allow access from
Hwy 6,0 Casley Court will be
a dead-end roadway. ‘Court’
was chosen because it signifies
adead end.

Engineering Services

Staff will issue a
Request for Quotations for
engineering services and
bring a recommendation to
the September meeting.

Areport from CAO Alam
says currently, the Village is
using different engineering
companies for different
services, such as architectural,
geotechnical, etc. and this is
more costly and less efficient
than hiring one firm that can
handle all services.

“Our current engineering
services are not satisfactory
as we are having challenges
with our projects. Projects
are delayed and there is
no accountability to the
contractors or the engineering
company,” he says in the
report.

Grant writing

Council gave the green
light for administration to work
with GrantMatch Corp on
future grant opportunities for
the Village.

CAO Alam reported
that GrantMatch charges an
administration fee, but only
when the grant application is
successful. The fee is 10% on
the first $1 million approved,
5% on additional amounts
approved up to $10 million,

and 2.5% on any remaining
amounts greater than $10
million.

Alam said he has worked
with the company for many
years and has had success with
them on big projects. He said
the company would look at
the Village’s strategic plan and
would notify the Village of any
grant opportunities that fit with
the plan. Alam would ask for
council approval before asking
GrantMatch to write any grants.

Ymir resident honoured
with Medal of Good

Citizenship
submitted

Eighteen people in British
Columbia are being honoured
with the Province’s Medal of
Good Citizenship for their
extraordinary contributions
to their communities. One
of this year’s recipients is
Carla Stephenson of Ymir,
for championing arts and
community engagement in the
Kootenays.

Carla Stephenson has made
remarkable contributions to the
arts sector in BC, demonstrating
an unwavering commitment
to inclusivity and community
engagement. As founder and
lead of the Rural Arts Inclusion
Lab, director of the Pathways
program, a dedicated member
of the steering committee of the
Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance and the Insight team
of Arts BC, Carla’s efforts
have had a profound impact
on the cultural landscape of
the province. She has been
instrumental in creating and
leading initiatives that amplify
diverse voices and bring the arts
to rural and remote areas.

Carla co-founded the Tiny
Lights Festival, which has
become a vibrant celebration
of music and arts, uniting
artists and audiences from
various backgrounds. Her
work in developing the Rural
Arts Inclusion Lab has opened
doors for underrepresented
artists, ensuring that the arts are
accessible to everyone.

Carla is a co-leader of the
Pathways Project, a partnership
with BC Arts Council

which focuses on increasing
representation and inclusivity
within the arts community.
Beyond her professional
achievements, Carla’s
volunteer work is a testament
to her dedication and generosity.
She shares her extensive
knowledge and experience
with various organizations,
providing invaluable guidance
and support. Her efforts have
empowered numerous artists
and cultural groups to thrive and
make meaningful contributions
to their communities. Despite
her incredibly full schedule,
Carla consistently goes above
and beyond to support others
and address challenges in a
way that sets everyone up for
success.

Carla’s leadership and
advocacy have fostered a sense
of unity and collaboration,
overcoming geographic and
resource challenges to create a
more inclusive and vibrant arts
community.

The Medal of Good
Citizenship celebrates
individuals who have acted
in a particularly generous,
kind or selfless manner for the
betterment of their communities
without expectation of reward.
It was established by the
Government of BC in 2015.

Nominations for the
Medal of Good Citizenship
are accepted year-round. Any
current or former long-term
resident of BC is eligible to
be nominated. Youth and
posthumous nominations are
welcome.

Carla Stephenson of Ymir is being recognized for her contributions to the arts
sector with a Medal of Good Citizenship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-

winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 1S0.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

CHURCH SERVICES

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee or tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeftzak799 @ gmail .com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeft.

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates -
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com

SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET - We
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have local farmers and artisans, live music,
kids’ zone, and great food. Expo Park,
Village of Slocan. Every Saturday in June,
July and August. 10 am-2 pm. New vendors
welcome. Call Christina 20-355-2635.
SQUARE DANCING - August 24 and
November 9 at the Bosun Hall (7-9 pm).
The September 14 date has been cancelled.
SLAC presents: THE LAST STOP, film
screening + Q&A. Thursday August 29,
7pm. Doors open at 6:15 pm. Tickets $10
at the door.

SLAC presents: MUSIC IN THE PARK
- White Lighting: Blues, Rock and Boogie
Band. Saturday August 31,7 pm. Centennial
Park, New Denver.

EDUCATION

HAND DRUMMERS: ‘Guide for
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’
music manual at Ravens Nest, New Denver;
Otter Books & Eddy Music, Nelson;
featuring Kootenay and West African
musicians; info Stephen Lones 250-352-
2772.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

CO-OPERATIVE SPACE in Nakusp.
Odette’s Wellness Centre. Rooms for
rent: private/shared, daily-monthly rates.
Wellness/medical practitioners. Opening
this fall. www.odettesskincare.com.
250-870-1629.

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10, 15°,20°,
247,40, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@ gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x
4’s,6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 157- 18”

wide with live edges. 1%2” thick. Ideal for
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc.
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796.
Leave message with details. Hills.
HEALING

CUSTOM FLOWER ESSENCES from
local wilderness and organic gardens.
Intuitive light worker helping people and
animals for over 15 years. 250-226-7730.

HELP WANTED

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.
250-358-2756.

DO YOU WANT TO WRITE for the
Valley Voice? We want to connect with you!
We’d like to hear from seasoned writers,
inexperienced writers, older people, young
people and everyone in between. If you've
ever thought writing for the VV would be
fun, please send an email to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

LUNCH COOK/EVENTS
COORDINATOR wanted by the Healthy
Community Society of the North Slocan
Valley. The positions could be filled
by one or two people. Lunch cook to
prepare and serve lunch two or three
times per week at Lucerne School.
Events Coordinator to organize events
such as Harvest Fest, Harvest Dinner,
Earth Day. For job descriptions, email
hcsnnorthslocanvalley @ gmail.com.
Please send cover letter and resume to
hesnorthslocanvalley @gmail.com by
Friday, August 23 at 5 pm.

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca
or Gina, 640-340-2186.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver,
BC V0OG 1S0

IN LOVING MEMORY of a dear
husband, father, grandfather and great
grandfather, Ted Reitmeier

We little knew that morning

Was to call you home

In life we loved you dearly

In death we do the same

It broke our hearts to lose you

You did not go alone

For part of us went with you

The day God called you home
-Your loving wife, Isabel, children Rod,
Rick, Ken, Kathy, Marlene and Barbara,
grandchildren and great grandchildren

LOST

GOLD RING LOST IN THE KOHAN
while performing Shakespeare by the Shore
onJune 27.Ithas great sentimental value for
my mom so please return - thank you! 250-
T77-4291 or pats.mclaughlin@gmail.com.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043;
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.

gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!

SERVICES
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WIFT - installation & repair: Xplore,
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 10+
years experience. Cars, trucks, boats. Full
interior and exterior. Wash, wax, vaccum
and conditioning. 778-774-8665.
LINDSTEIN LAWN CARE: Serving
New Denver area. Lawn mowing, string
trimming, pruning, branch removal, small
tree removal. Call 250-777-2617.

ICBC INSURANCE: Renewal or change
of Auto Insurance over the phone. Auto
Insurance Agent, send the policy to your
email and mailing address. Income Tax:
Personal: $25 per person; Sole Proprietor
small companies: $75. Advisor.Munawar@
gmail.com; 604-721-9587

WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.
MOVING SALE-Fishing gear, furniture,
tools, kitchen ware. Saturday, August 31
2024.3261 Hwy 6 Slocan Park.

PETS

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including
any type of unwanted sexual contact) you
can receive free, confidential support by
calling the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence
Line 24/7 at 250-354-4357 or go directly to
your local emergency room for confidential
care (in Kaslo please call Community Based
Victim’s Services at 250-353-7691).

MID ’50s ATTACHED MAN looking to
build connections for friendship and more.
Please contact ootshouse@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

Even small ads

get noticed in the
Valley Voice.

PAUL’'S HOME RENOS
Five Years Roofing and
Building Experience
No job is too small
Better Call Paul: Cell: 250 505 9748
Email: pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES;
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

TSBC LEL0213780

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.

FOUNDATIONS « ROOFING RFV()\ ATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

Licker Geospatial Consulting
Co. was awarded the contract for
the Regional Growth Management
Planning Analysis project, for a total
of $234,922 including GST.

The project will include a
complete communities analysis of
the region. It will be funded by a
$300,000 grant from the UBCM
Complete Communities Program,
received by the RDCK and its
partnering municipalities — City of
Castlegar, City of Nelson, Town
of Creston, and Villages of Kaslo,
Nakusp, Salmo, and Slocan.

“The complete communities
analysis will identify areas to focus
growth in the region that are socially,
economically, and environmentally
sustainable for generations to come,”

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Summer Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

reads a July 31 staff report from
RDCK Planner Dana Hawkins.

The analysis will help the RDCK
expand services and infrastructure in
ways that are in line with long-term
community development goals,
wrote Hawkins.

Licker Geospatial will work with
information provided by staff, such
as bylaws, zoning, servicing, and
official community plans. RDCK
staff will provide more information
as needed.

Area D Director and RDCK
Board Chair Aimee Watson had
concerns that many communities
in the region do not have land use
regulations and other information
that can be readily shared with
the consultant, but growth and
development are still happening.

“In our rural setting, where we

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCRY)

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription
Only

$5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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have half of our region with no
land use planning, no zoning, we’re
missing a big chunk [of areas] where
there are actually serious issues
[concerning growth management].”

RDCK Planner Stephanie
Johnson did not have a specific
solution to this problem, but how
to source information about those
communities will be considered as
the project moves forward.
Public notice bylaw

The board adopted a new public
notice bylaw.

The new bylaw will see public
notices posted on the RDCK’s
website and Facebook page, on
notice boards in RDCK head offices,
and in the local newspaper.

A draft bylaw came to the board
in July, which proposed that public
notices no longer be published in

local newspapers.

Many directors were opposed
to this, reasoning that not all their
constituents have access to the
internet or an RDCK office bulletin
board, and instead rely on print news
sources.

Staff sent a survey to directors
and revised the bylaw based on July’s
discussion and the survey results.
Public notices will still be posted in
local newspapers, but only one time
instead of the historic two insertions.

Area D Director and Chair
Aimee Watson clarified that the
bylaw is the bare minimum; staff
can still proceed with other means
of posting that are not in the bylaw,
such as a new opt-in subscription
service that will be offered through
the RDCK’s new website.

The bylaw is only for public

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

STUMP GRINDING

AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote:
250-353-2414

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Merrifield
Accounting+

Personal and Small Business taxes
Bookkeeping and Financial Reporting
250-505-9748 * pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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notices. Other updates from the
RDCK will continue on as usual.
Transfer station
borrowing

The RDCK will enter into an
agreement with the Municipal
Finance Authority to borrow
$1,763,398 for upgrades at the
Nakusp and Slocan Transfer Stations.

The repayment term is 25 years.
Floodplain exemption

The board approved a site-
specific floodplain exemption for
a property in Area H, on Winlaw
Bridge Road.

The applicants will now be able
to have an attached deck 17 metres
from the natural boundary of Slocan
River.

The usual setback from the river

continued on page 17

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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continued from page 16

is 30 metres. In 2015, the applicants
were granted a 20-metre setback
for their house. In 2024, the RDCK
approved design plans that indicated
the dwelling and attached deck
would be built 20.2 metres from
the river.

During an inspection, staff
noted the encroachment of the deck
into the setback area. Construction
halted until this exemption could be
approved.

Land for housing
projects

Area C Director Kelly
Vandenberghe brought forward
a motion (that passed) to request
a meeting with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Agriculture Land
Commission staff.

The meeting would reintroduce

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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the topic of reviewing and
modernizing the Agriculture Land
Reserve, with the aim of identifying
land without agricultural capability
that could be used for housing
projects.

UBCM and FNLC
relationship protocol

The board will send a letter to the
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM)
in support of a draft Relationship
Protocol between UBCM and the
First Nations Leadership Council
(FNLC).

“The Protocol is a nonbinding
agreement, and its purpose is to
promote dialogue, build relationships
between local governments and First
Nations, and advance reconciliation
and collaboration on specific
initiatives,” reads an August 7 email
sent to staff and included in the

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

agenda package.

The FNLC is made up of political
executives of the BC Assembly of
First Nations, First Nations Summit,
and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs.
The FNLC represents all First
Nations in BC.
Environmental
Assessment Act

The Environmental Assessment
Office (EAO) notified the board that
it will be conducting a legislative
review of the Environmental
Assessment Act.

Preparation for review is
happening this summer and into
the fall. The EAO will engage with
First Nations, industry associations,
and other associations like the Union
of BC Municipalities, for input
on potential areas of focus for the
review.

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

The EAO will begin reviewing
the Act on December 16, five years
after it came into effect in 2019.
South-East Initiatives
Secretariat

The Ministries of Water, Land
and Resource, and Environment
and Climate Change Strategy, has
announced the new South-East
Initiatives Secretariat.

A major focus of the SEI
Secretariat is to bring a more
coordinated approach to managing
the opportunities and challenges
associated with mining in the Elk
Valley.

It will also focus on other inter-
related initiatives throughout the
Southeast region, with the goal
of creating more integration and
structure.

Grants

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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Kootenay Wellness Foundation
- $1,000 for the Kootenay
Yoga Festival, September 13 to
15; Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Department Society - $7,500 for
Rapid Attack Truck upgrades;
Burton Community Association -
$400 for shrubs to plant along the
new chain link fence at the fire hall;
Argenta Safety and Preparedness
Society (ASAP) - $4,000 to purchase
fire hoses, hoseline attachments,
and sprinkler equipment; Kaslo
Community Acupuncture Society
- $3,000 to provide a Community
Emergency Response Trauma Clinic,
to support the physical and emotional
needs of wildfire evacuees; Lardeau
Valley Opportunity LINKS Society
- $600 for a community lunch to
celebrate residents returning to the
community post evacuation order.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts

Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified
Mobile Service Available
Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.
250-551-8605
alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
August 30,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

FREE drop off all
scrap metals,
appliances
NO FRIDGES,
FREEZERS
Free used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan
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Wildfire season settles down in the West Kootenay

by Jan McMurray

People are breathing a sigh of
relief as the wildfire situation settles
down in the West Kootenay.

Most evacuees were back home
by August 12, and Hwy 6 between
Silverton and Slocan was reopened.

As of August 19, there were
just two addresses on evacuation
order: one due to the Mulvey Creek
wildfire in the Little Slocan Valley
and one due to the Argenta Creek
wildfire. Many residents were still
on evacuation alert.

Unfortunately, three homes and
11 outbuildings were lost to the
Aylwin/Komonko Creek wildfire,
and two homes and two outbuildings
were damaged. Impacted properties
are on Hwy 6 between the southern
entrance to Red Mountain Road
and north of the Village of Slocan.
The Nemo Creek fire on the west
side of Slocan Lake resulted in the
loss of two seasonal cabins and two
outbuildings, and damage to one
cabin.

The Duncan and Glacier Creek
Forest Service Roads on the east side
of Duncan Lake remained closed at
press time August 19. Both roads
were obstructed by debris from the
Argenta wildfire and the RDCK
reported they will not reopen until
a geotechnical assessment has been
completed. As a result, Duncan
Island residents can only access their
homes by boat.

Most of the wildfires in the area
were still listed as ‘out of control’
on August 19, including Argenta
Creek (19,153 hectares), Howser

Ridge 3 (606.2 hectares), Ponderosa
(1,859.1 hectare), Mulvey Creek
(2,232.9 hectares), Nemo Creek
(5,979.9 hectares), and Komonko
Creek (4,082 hectares). The Wilson
Creek fire near Rosebery was ‘under
control” and the Lower Meadow
Mountain fire near Meadow Creek
in North Kootenay Lake was ‘being
held.’

At this point, communities are
entering recovery phase.

To support residents returning
home after being evacuated, the
RDCK has opened resiliency centres
in Silverton at the Memorial Hall,
Slocan at WE Graham Community
Service Society Learning Centre,
and Argenta at the community hall.
The centres’ hours are posted on
the RDCK website. A community
navigator will be on site to answer
questions, link residents to supports,
and listen to emerging needs.
National wildfire
fighting force

A potential part of the solution
to the wildfire crisis is a national
wildfire fighting service. Local
MP Richard Cannings, who is
the Emergency Preparedness and
Climate Change Resilience critic,
says having a dedicated, national
force to augment local forces is
the most logical way to get fires
out quickly before they become
catastrophic.

Cannings says the idea of a
national wildfire fighting force
comes from Dr. Mike Flannigan,
Thompson Rivers University
Professor and expert on wildfire
behaviour, prediction and
management. Flannigan envisions
a national service with 400-500
firefighters, deployed in teams of
20-25 to parts of the country where
fire is predicted based on weather
forecasting.

“When we’re overwhelmed
with fires, we have to get to them
quickly before they get out of hand,
so we need crews stationed where
the fires are occurring. A national
force is the most logical way to do

it,” Cannings said.

He adds that everyone seems
to be in favour of the idea except
politicians. All firefighters he has
spoken to are in favour, and so are
75% of Canadians, as shown in a
national poll. He says politicians
are hesitant because a national
force will cost money, and it raises
ajurisdictional question, as wildfires
are a provincial responsibility.
However, he points out that bringing
in crews from all over the world
is very expensive. He also points
out that agreements between the
federal and provincial governments
are “something we do in Canada
all the time,” giving the example of
healthcare.

“The fire situation is not going
to get any better. Even if we stopped
all carbon emissions today, we’d still
have this level of fires, so we have
to do something different,” Cannings
said. “What we have to do is get the
fires out before they get big, and to
do that, we have to have crews on
the ground nearby.”

BCWS human resources

BC Wildfire Service says it
generally uses the closest and most
suitable resources available for
its firefighting operations. “When
our own personnel are stretched
to capacity, we can call on other
resources from local contract crews
or from our national and international
partners.”

BCWS says it has initial attack
crews strategically positioned
throughout the fire zones, depending
on the fire load and need throughout
the province.

During the wildfire season,
BCWS accesses local knowledge
and expertise by contacting local
First Nations, people in the forest
industry, local heavy equipment
owners and operators, ranchers and
Ministry of Forests Crown land
managers.

“We make every effort to hire
locals as Emergency Firefighters
for mop-up, patrols, camp
demobilization and other support
functions. Typically, Emergency
Firefighters who have valid S-100
certification are hired on an ‘as
and when required’ basis when all
local and out-of-province resources
are fully engaged,” the BCWS
information team said.

The team says BCWS is actively
working to understand existing
wildfire response capacity in rural
and remote communities as part
of the Cooperative Community
Wildfire Response project, initiated
in 2022 to enhance community
leadership and partnership during
wildfire response.

“On our behalf, the Fraser Basin
Council has collected information
on this topic through four wildfire
roundtables and a survey that was
sent out to 89 electoral areas to
inform our approach and identify
societies and community associations
interested in this model,” the team
told the Valley Voice. “The Fraser
Basin Council is arranging a limited
offering of training to pre-identified
societies and associations interested

in this model.”
BCWS equipment

There are 14 airtanker bases
around the province, and the fleet
is repositioned as needed during
the fire season to be ready for
anticipated fire starts in high-risk
areas, BCWS says. Rotary wing
aircraft are stationed throughout
BC to support operations as needed.

BCWS owns and operates eight
structure protection units that are
strategically placed around the
province, and has access to more
than 40 others through contractors
and local fire departments.

BCWS also has an established
drone program for use in prescribed
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ignitions. Drones are also used
for operational reconnaissance,
conducting infrared scans of
incidents, and mapping.

Nearly $16 million was invested
ahead of April 2024 to expand
BCWS on-the-ground firefighting
equipment, including pumps, fire
camp equipment, safety gear, and
medical and hygiene equipment.
Additional investments were made,
including two mass water-delivery
systems that can be used for fire
suppression and flood operations.
BCWS made additional plane and
helicopter agreements this year,
and continues to expand the use of
wildfire predictive technologies.

Elections BC encourages voters
to get ready for the October 19
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Elections BC is encouraging voters
to get ready for the provincial election,
scheduled for October 19, by making
sure their voter registration is up to date.
They can do this by visiting elections.
be.ca/register or calling 1-800-661-
8683.

Making sure your voter registration
information is up to date is one of the
best ways to get ready for the provincial
election,” said Chief Electoral Officer
Anton Boegman. “Voting will be faster
and easier if your information is current,
and you’ll get a “Where to Vote’ card
from Elections BC after the election
is called.”

Starting next week, Elections BC
will be mailing voter registration notices
across the province. The notices list the
voters registered at the recipient address
and ask the residents of that address to
register or update their information as
necessary.

The notices also list the voter’s
new electoral district. There will be
93 electoral districts for the 2024
provincial election, up from 87 in the
last provincial election in 2020. Voters
can visit elections.bc.ca/mydistrict to
view a map of their new electoral district.

To help update the provincial voters
list, Elections BC will also be holding
registration drives across the province
in September. A list of registration drive
locations is available on the Elections
BC website.

The provincial election is scheduled
to be called on Saturday, September 21.
Advance voting is scheduled for October
10-13, and October 15 and 16. Final
voting day is scheduled for Saturday,
October 19.

What Elections BC is doing
to get ready

Elections BC has been preparing for
the provincial election for many months.
The preparations for this election have
included a greater focus on election
security.

“The security environment around
elections has changed in recent years,”
says Chief Electoral Officer Boegman.
“While BC elections remain safe and
secure, we need to be aware of increased
risks to the electoral process and work
with partners to mitigate them. These
risks include cyber security and physical
security risks, disinformation about the
electoral process, and the potential for
foreign interference.”

Akey initiative to safeguard election
integrity has been the establishment of an
Election Integrity Working Group. The
working group, chaired by Elections BC,
includes representatives from provincial
and federal agencies with responsibilities
for different aspects of election integrity.
Importantly, it joins together expertise
in cyber security, law enforcement, and
intelligence services with that of election,
privacy, and influence regulation.

Elections BC formed the Election
Integrity Working Group in response
to the complex and evolving risks
to election integrity. The group will
continue to meet on an ongoing basis
leading up to and during the election,
to assess the risk environment, facilitate
collaboration between members, and
support the development of appropriate
risk-response strategies for individual
agencies. The working group is unique
at the provincial level in Canada. It will
operate on a non-partisan basis at a non-
classified level.

In addition to the Election Integrity
Working Group, Elections BC has
launched a new section of its website to
provide voters with information about
various aspects of election integrity,
described briefly below.

Keeping elections secure: This
section includes descriptions of election
processes that protect fundamental
democratic principles, like the secret
ballot and the principle of one person,
one vote.

New voting processes: This
section provides information about
the technology Elections BC uses to
administer provincial elections, and what
Elections BC does to keep it secure.

Facts about voting: This section
includes tips for voters on how to spot
online misinformation about the voting
process, and facts about voting that
debunk common misconceptions about
voting in BC.

Voters can learn more about the
Election Integrity Working Group
and other safeguards that keep BC
elections secure by visiting elections.
be.ca/integrity.

Elections BC is the independent,
non-partisan Office of the Legislature
responsible for administering electoral
processes in British Columbia under
provincial legislation, including the
Election Act, Local Elections Campaign
Financing Act, Recall and Initiative Act,
and Referendum Act.
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The night the Pavilion was evacuated, as told by nurse Lisa Keech

by Lisa Keech, HART nurse

On the night of July 24,
we started a precautionary
evacuation of 26 residents of
the Pavilion long-term care
home in New Denver. This
was a good call because by
mid-afternoon of July 25, New
Denver was on an evacuation
alert.

The daytime high acuity
response team (HART) nurse
in Trail called me around 10:20
pm at my home in Trail and
asked me to accompany her to
New Denver to assist with the
evacuation.

Highway 6 was closed, but
we determined that an escort
would be available so a convoy
of buses and the HART team
would be able to get to New
Denver in about two hours,
instead of three-and-a-half
hours if we’d had to go through
Kaslo. So off we went around
11:30 pm.

I can only describe the
scene through the closed active
fire area as apocalyptic. The
fire lit up the mountains, and
was burning on the sides of
the road. The smoke was thick.
The road was covered in burnt
forest debris, entire trees, and
rocks from mini slides. It was
eerily quiet from the first fire
to the famous lake lookout.
There, the landscape turned
again to burnt-out, smoldering
forests along the road. We
then saw what must have been
30 kilometers of active fire
on the other side of the lake
leading past Silverton (which
was already evacuated) to
New Denver, just four short
kilometres away. We were
awestruck.

We arrived at the Pavilion
to find three buses already

there that came from the other
direction (north) and one that
followed us. The amazing
staff led by Elisa, Mercedes
and Andi had all 26 residents
ready with photo identification
tags on them, bags of their
belongings labelled and
attached to their walker or
wheelchair and lists printed
and ready to load. The staff
were calm and super prepared
and the residents were also
calm and prepared.

Of note, among the staff
were many who had already
worked a full day shift. Some
had been evacuated from
their homes earlier in the day.
But they came back and got
it done. Some were agency
staff that just got on the bus
without a complaint with
residents heading for various
communities. One of the staff
members, who hadn’t been
working but was evacuated,
came to help load residents on
the bus and hoped to follow our
last convoy out (which she did
with her sweet dog). Some of
these staff were scheduled to
work the day shift the next day.

All the while, a half-
kilometre away across the
lake, we could see the entire
hillside of the Valhallas in full
raging fire through the bus
windows.

We loaded the first eight
patients, their medication
and food onto the first bus,
and off they went to Arrow
Lakes Hospital. Half of these
residents were not mobile. The
second group of four went to
Kaslo on the very dark Hwy
31A. None were mobile.

The third group had 12
residents, most who were
not mobile. They headed to

Pavilion long-term care
home residents return home
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Residents of the Pavilion
long-term care home in New
Denver came home August
15, following the lifting of a
local evacuation alert and the
reopening of Highway 6.

Residents were moved to
alternate locations on July 25
due to risks associated with the
Slocan Complex fire.

Interior Health thanks
all partners involved for
supporting the safe relocation
and repatriation of these
residents.

IH continues to closely
monitor wildfire activity in
the Interior in consultation
with municipalities, regional
districts, and the BC Wildfire
Service to keep patients, clients,
and individuals in long-term
care safe.

Those requiring support
during this crisis are encouraged
to call the BC Crisis Line at 310-
6789, KUU-US Indigenous

Crisis Services at 1-800-588-
8717, or MNBC Métis Crisis
Line at 1-833-638-4722.
Everyone is reminded to
make preparations for wildfires,
and smoky skies as air quality
deteriorates by visiting: https:/
www.interiorhealth.ca/health-
and-wellness/natural-disasters-
and-emergencies/wildfires
Install the BC Wildfire
Service mobile app (Android
oriOS) or visit the BC Wildfire
Service Dashboard to find
information on current wildfire
activity: https://www2.gov.
bc.ca/gov/content/safety/
wildfire-status
The FireWork Forecast
shows maps of predicted smoke
impacts over 48 hours:
https://weather.gc.ca/
firework
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Castlegar but had to detour
through Kaslo to pick up the
other bus driver and take him
home to Castlegar.

The driver who went
to Nakusp returned and we
loaded the last five non-
mobile patients onto the bus.
An amazing RCMP corporal
escorted us along the closed
highway to Castlegar through
the active fire zone.

A box truck arrived and
Plant Services staff loaded up
26 patient beds, medication
carts and other supplies to
convoy with us. There were
also resident cats that were
taken in by staff members
as we left. We got there just
before 1 am and the whole
evacuation was complete at
the hospital by 5:30 am — both
vehicles went through the
closed highway.

As we led the convoy
through daylight, the extent
of the fires was much more
apparent. We dropped off
supplies and residents to a
welcoming staff at Talarico
Place long-term care home in
Castlegar, and the HART team
headed home.

As we were leaving
New Denver though the road
barricades, a few men thanked
us for our help, and a few
of them had tears in their
eyes, touched by how we had
come together to support the
vulnerable.

All throughout the
evacuation, the Patient
Transport Coordination
Centre at BC Emergency
Health Services also did an
amazing job checking on us

and ensuring our safety.

I know a lot of people
in the Emergency Operation
Centre and Incident Command

provided a lot of support and
guidance for the evacuation
teams during the operation.
But it was the people on the

ground who were the absolute
heroes, and I was humbled and
honoured to have been able to
offer assistance.
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Colville Tribes continue to reintroduce salmon to the Columbia River
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From July 17 through August
13, the Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation and their
partners, the Spokane and Coeur
d’Alene tribes, have released
approximately 280 adult sockeye
and 1,100 adult Chinook salmon
upstream of the Chief Joseph and
Grand Coulee Dams.

The sockeye were captured

on the Colville Tribes’ purse seine
and released near the forebay of
Grand Coulee Dam. The Chinook
were hatchery-raised and captured
in the Wells and Chief Joseph Fish
Hatcheries prior to being released into
the waters near Lake Rufus Woods,
Lake Roosevelt, and tributaries of
the Columbia River such as the San
Poil and Spokane Rivers. These fish
will migrate north into Canada as far

as the Hugh Keenleyside Dam near
Castlegar.

A transboundary study of the
salmon migration is being conducted
by the Colville Tribes and Sinixt
Confederacy between Northport,
Washington and into BC. Over
200 Chinook were released at boat
ramps north of Kettle Falls, including
59 that were acoustically tagged
before being released at Northport.

We heard you say the show must go on.
After careful consideration and while being mindful
of the concerns we put forth earlier we believe that

by changing the date we will be able to run with
confidence on September 29th, 2024.

ANNUAL HiLLs GARLIC FESTIVAL

NEW DATE!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH

10.00 am — 5:00 pMm
CENTENNIAL PARK, NEw DENVER
$5.00 ENTRY — UNDER 12 FREE

GARLIC, PRODUCE, FOOD, ARTS AND CRAFTS
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FROM THE SLOCAN
LAake ARTs CouNciL HOosTED MaAIN STAGE

SOoRRY, No Doags ALLOWED *DOCUMENTED SERVICE DOGS MUST BE
IDENTIFIABLE TO GATE ATTENDANTS

These salmon will be tracked via
receivers on both sides of the US-
Canada border to monitor their
distribution and behavior, as well
as their spawning locations and
spawning timing. The Colville Tribes
will partner with Selkirk College
to conduct drone work to monitor
the salmon in late September and
October, to refine the data on fish
distribution and spawning location.
At least 15 Chinook salmon are
believed to have already migrated

Business
Classifieds start
at $10.00

Call toll-free:
1-833-501-1700 for
details

into Canada.

The Grand Coulee Dam and the
Chief Joseph Dam have blocked
anadromous fish from 1,200
kilometres of the Columbia River
(and many tributaries) since 1941.
The Sinixt/Lakes tribe, and many
others, depended on those fish as
a food source and enjoyed deep
cultural ties to the salmon. The
Colville Tribes have long pursued
fish passage and reintroduction to the
blocked area in a phased approach.

The Chairman of the Colville
Confederated Tribes, Jarred-Michael
Erickson, said, “The reintroduction
of salmon to the upper Columbia
River ecosystem is one of the
Colville Tribes’ greatest priorities.
It is our great honour to do this work
for our people on both sides of the
border. We look forward to the day
when our children and grandchildren
can see salmon fully restored as the
Creator intended.”

THE VALLEY VOICE 1S
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan




