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Officials address frequently asked questions about wildfires

by Jan McMurray

Wednesday, July 17 will be
remembered as the day the 2024 wildfire
season began, with a spectacular lightning
storm igniting a staggering number of
fires in our forests. Wednesday, July 24
was another memorable date, when the
wind whipped up and caused the fires to
spread, prompting an evacuation order
for Silverton. Many New Denver area
residents left the area voluntarily that
evening, as the flames in Valhalla Park
very visibly raced northward and lit
up the night sky. Many local residents
described the scene as “apocalyptic”
that night. The Wilson Creek fire started
late that day, as well, and some Rosebery
residents were issued an evacuation order
in the wee hours the following morning.
July 25 also saw an evacuation order
issued for Argenta and Johnsons Landing
residents.

Some rain fell July 28 and 29,
allowing firefighters to gain some
headway. On July 30, the Wilson Creek
fire was under control and the evacuation
orders for Silverton, Hwy 6 north of
Silverton and Rosebery (East Wilson
Creek Road) were lifted, as well as the
alerts for New Denver and Rosebery.

As of press time August 5, people
still on evacuation order included
residents of Red Mountain Road and
south through the Village of Slocan to
Lemon Creek, and properties on the west
side of Slocan Lake in the Little Slocan
Valley and north to Evans Creek. Hwy
6 was still closed, from the north end
of Red Mountain Road to Popou Road,
11 kilometres south of Slocan. Several
residents in the North Kootenay Lake
area were also under evacuation order,
with the evacuation zone including
Johnsons Landing and Argenta, and
north along Duncan FSR on the east side
of Duncan River and Duncan Lake to
Glacier Creek Park and past the Duncan
Island causeway.

A storm blew in August 4, bringing
much needed rain but also more lightning,
starting 10 new fires in the Southeast
Fire Centre. More thunderstorms were
expected throughout this week.
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As of August 5, the largest fire
in the region was Argenta Creek, at
18,390 hectares. Other fires in the
Lavina complex in North Kootenay
Lake include Howser Ridge at 606.2
hectares and Lower Meadow Mountain
(78 hectares), which was listed as ‘being
held’ as of August 5. As of August 3, the
Aylwin Creek and Komonko Creek fires
had merged at Enterprise Creek. The
fire, now going by the name Komonko
Creek, was 3,179.2 hectares on August
5. The Nemo Creek fire was 5,072.2
hectares. The Mulvey Creek fire was
1,167.2 hectares and the Ponderosa
959.2 hectares.

As fire crews work on 14-day
rotations, the incident command team

for the Slocan Lake complex transitioned
from the Australian team to a BCWS
team at the beginning of August, with the
new team taking full control on August 3.
Fire information (or lack
thereof)

The biggest complaint from
the public is that there is a lack of
information about the fires. People want
more detailed information than what is
provided online, and some don’t have
access to the internet/computers.

Information is posted online at
bewildfire.ca and BC Wildfire Service
social media channels, and rdckca and
Regional District of Central Kootenay
social media channels. There are also
phone numbers and email addresses for

BC Wildfire Service information officers.
For the Slocan Lake Complex fires: 778-
405-4352 or bews slocan.information@
govbc.ca and for the North Kootenay
Lake fires: 250-318-7715 or bcws.
SEFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc ca.

Two community liaisons have been
appointed for the Slocan Lake Complex:
one for New Denver/Silverton and one
for the Slocan area. Public meetings have
been held July 21 in New Denver, July
24 and August 4 in Winlaw, July 24 in
Argenta, and August 6 in Silverton.

Staying in evacuated zones

Some people who have stayed in
evacuation order zones have said that
their homes would have burned if they
hadn’t stayed to put out spot fires, and

that police came and were aggressive
about asking them to leave. Accounts
like these have been posted on social
media, and local journalist Art Joyce
has interviewed three people with
stories like these and published them at
seanarthurjoyce .substack.com.
Constable Shaun Kennedy, Acting
Detachment Commander, Slocan Lake
RCMP told the Valley Voice that police
have been conducting roving patrols of
the evacuation zone, and will sometimes
visit residents who have refused to
evacuate. He said people interfering
with BC Wildfire Service efforts will be
ordered out of the zone, but this has been
rare. “The few people who have been

continued on page 2

It felt like the apocalypse in the North Slocan Valley on July 24, when the Nemo Creek wildfire in Valhalla Park took off in the heavy winds.
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ordered to leave were given warnings
first, and then allowed time to pack their
belongings and leave under their own
power,” he said. “To date, no one has
been charged or fined for remaining in
the evacuation zone contrary to order or

OF MOOSE AND MEN
Summer diet is leaves and aquatic plants,
along with natural licks high in mineral
salts found in swamps, springs and mud.
Long legs make for easier manoeuvring
around logs, snow and in water. Logging
and mining roads have brought more pred-
ators (wolves, bears), climate change has
increased disease and death from ticks,
and habitat loss takes its toll.

The Slocan Park Community
Hall Society wishes to
acknowledge and thank
the Slocan Valley Co-
operative Association for
their generous grant of
$5,000. This grant will
allow the popular Seniors’
Gathering Program to
continue for another year - we
are deeply grateful!

for interfering with BC Wildfire Service
workers.”

He said police would not be
physically removing people who
refuse to evacuate unless there are
children involved. The Child, Family
and Community Service Act authorizes
police to take charge of a child if the
police officer has reasonable grounds to
believe that the child’s health or safety is
in immediate danger. “To date we have
thankfully not had to take this action,”
Kennedy said.

People at the public meeting in
Winlaw on August 4 were concerned
about their friends and neighbours who
stayed behind in the evacuated zone,
and wanted to arrange to get food and
supplies to them. Dan Seguin, Director
of the RDCK’s Emergency Operations
Centre, said there was no mechanism
for this. “It would be like me saying the
evacuation order doesn’t matter. If they
are running out of supplies, my invitation
to them is to come out of the evacuation
area. “The purpose is not to starve them,”
he added sincerely. “That is not what we
or BCWS wants to do.”

Constable Kennedy says the police’s

power to assist with evacuation orders
comes from the Emergency Disaster
and Management Act, just as it did under
the old Emergency Program Act. Police
also enforce the BC Wildfire Act, which
lists several offences related to wildfire
emergencies, such as failing to comply
with an order to leave a specified area.
He adds that it is also an offence under
the Criminal Code to obstruct a peace
officer in the execution of their duty,
or any person lawfully acting in aid of
such an officer.

Once people leave their residences,
they are not allowed back unless they
get a temporary access permit from the
RDCK, which allows residents to return
to their properties for about an hour at a
time to retrieve medication or tend to
animals, Kennedy said. Roads within the
order area are for authorized vehicle use
only, and anyone travelling in the zone
will be stopped and escorted out if they
aren’t authorized to be there.

The RDCK’s August 3 information
bulletin says there have been reports
from the BC Wildfire Service that
some residents who remained in the
Slocan Lake complex evacuation order

Eldine Kirkland

Eldine Kirkland passed away
peacefully at Rideau Park Personal
Care Home in Brandon, Manitoba,
on Wednesday, July 17, 2024 at
the age of 84 years. Eldine will be
forever remembered by her husband
of 55 years, Gerry Kirkland. In
keeping with Eldine’s wishes, there
will be no formal service. Cremation
has taken place.

Arrangements are in care
of Brockie Donovan Funeral &
Cremation Services, (204)-727-
0694.

area were interfering with firefighting
operations by entering active work
zones where heavy equipment and
crews were building guard. The bulletin
says residents must stay on their own
property and not travel to other properties
or locations within the evacuation order
area.

“While BCWS crews are working to
install safety lines and guards to protect
people and structures from wildfires, it
is imperative the public do not interfere
or enter these dangerous areas. Not only
does it put the individual’s own safety
at risk, it also slows down the BCWS
crews and puts their safety at risk,” the
bulletin states.

Why can’tlocals help fight the fires?

At the July 21 public meeting in
New Denver, people asked why locals
couldn’t volunteer to help fight the fires,
the way they used to back when we had
local fire wardens. Dennis Rexin of the
Southeast Fire Centre told the crowd
at the meeting that the primary reason
behind that change is safety, both of
responders and the public. However,
he said BCWS has initiated a new pilot
program for communities that want to
work with BCWS to be more involved in
fire response. He said more information
on the program would be coming later.

At the August 4 public meeting in
Winlaw, the incident commander said
BCWS reaches out to heavy equipment
operators in every zone in the province,
starting in the winter, and they sign up

to help. “We are using a bunch of people
from the local area with equipment on
these fires,” he said. “We have hired the
heavy equipment that we need to do the
work we are doing.”

Atboth meetings, there were people
who voiced the perception that fires are
getting bigger and the response is getting
smaller. Rexin said the large number of
fire starts during the initial storm July 17-
19 made the response very challenging,
but pointed out that many priority fires
at lower elevation closer to homes were
put out right away.

Backburn concerns

At the Winlaw meeting, many
people had concerns about the prescribed
burns done on the Mulvey Creek fire July
31 and August 1 and the burn planned
for the Ponderosa fire as early as August
5. The new incident commander said
prescribed burns are low-intensity fires
that mimic Mother Nature. “When we
do planned ignitions, we do them as low
intensity as we can to not damage trees,
soil, water. We understand fire behaviour
and impacts to the land. Mother Nature
does the same thing and you can see it
in the mosaic all across BC.”

Dan Seguin added that a geotechnical
report is always done after fires to assess
potential hazards. The reports are posted
on the RDCK website and mailed
to applicable property owners. If a
landowner experiences a problem, the
RDCK would be the agency to provide
support, he said.

Slocan Valley butcher makes

Canadian team

by Jan McMurray

Ben Carson of Legendary Meats in
South Slocan has made the grade and
is now a member of Butchery Team
Canada. The team is practising up for
the World Butchers’ Challenge in Paris,
France, March 30-31,2025.

“It’s a tremendous honour to be
representing Canada on the national
stage, and for me personally to be
representing the Kootenays as a part of
that team is extra special,” Carson said. “T
may not be born here, but I've never lived
anywhere that feels more like home.”

At the global competition, the team
will take a side of beef, a side of pork,
a whole lamb, and five chickens, break
them down, deal with all of the trim
and bones, and turn them into as many
products (ready to cook) as they can in
three-and-a-half hours.

Carson says the team gets together
every two months in person to practice.
“They’re pretty intense weekends,” he
says.

They practice in Ontario, as most
team members live there. The team
consists of five members from Ontario,
one from Edmonton and two from BC.

The team is constantly fundraising
to cover travel, accommodation and
training costs. Legendary Meats sells
Butchery Team Canada knives in the
store, and Carson says he is working on
future fundraising events. There is also
a GoFundMe campaign that has raised
almost $5,000 of the team’s $25,000
goal: https://www.gofundme.com/f/
butchery-team-canadas-journey-to-
paris-france

To make the team, Carson went
through an application process that
involved completing a series of tasks

assigned by the team captain and done
via social media. This was the second
time he applied. He tried to make the
first Canadian team for the 2020 World
Butcher’s Challenge in Sacramento,
California, but wasn’t successful. “So
I kept working on improving my skills
for my trade and reapplied once the 2025
butcher’s team became open,” he said.

Carson’s family is going to tag along
and they’ll make a holiday of it. “We
don’t have the opportunity to take time
to holiday very often, and are going to
take advantage of trip to spend some time
in France together. We’re all very much
looking forward to it!”

Ben Carson, co-owner of Legendary Meats,
will be competing on the world stage as a
member of Butchery Team Canada.
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Fireweed Hub fills need for community gathering space during wildfires

by Jan McMurray

The Fireweed Hub in
downtown New Denver has
quickly become the go-to
community space during the
wildfire emergency.

“It’s easy for the
Fireweed to look like the
hero in all this, but the
charity and volunteerism
in the community is really
what has made it work,” said
Miranda Hughes, Fireweed
Hub Society director. “We are
happy to have a facility that
can be used in this way, but
the heroics of this come from

the heart of this community.”

Initially, the Silverton
General Store was providing
morning food to fire crews
and serving as a community
hub for information about the
fires. When the evacuation
order for Silverton was issued
on July 24, SGS owners
Katrina Sumrall and Danika
Hammond contacted the
Fireweed and asked if the
community hub could be
moved to New Denver.

“Our immediate response
was, yes, let’s get the Fireweed
open and we’ll figure out what

we can do,” Hughes said. The
Fireweed opened right away,
on Wednesday evening.

Hughes says it was easy to
setup to serve as acommunity
gathering space, but it took
until Saturday to coordinate
with BCWS officials and start
providing breakfasts, bagged
lunches and dinners for the
fire crews. On Sunday, the
Fireweed was given a contract
and funding from BCWS to
provide meals for the 55 crew
members.

With the contract in place,
the Fireweed was able to pay

some local chefs, including
their managers, Karin Dodds
and Hannah Weisbrich-
Collier, to prepare food for
the 55 crew members in the
morning and evening, with the
help of a team of volunteers.
On Wednesday, July 30, most
of the firefighters moved to a
camp in Winlaw, leaving just
nine crew members to feed
in New Denver. The Valhalla
Inn has taken on the contract
with BCWS to provide meals
to the remaining firefighters,
with the support of the same
volunteers.

Society board members and staff of the Fireweed Hub on the grand opening day July 6. Recently, the Fireweed has become a gathering space for the community during the wildfire crisis.

Community dinners at Vallican Whole lift spirits amid smoke, fire evacuations

submitted

When the notice went out
last week, via Facebook posts
and handwritten signs, that the
Vallican Whole would host a series
of community dinners for fire
evacuees and others, it didn’t take
long for donations to start arriving.

First came large Rubbermaid
totes filled with crisp kale, lettuce
and salad greens grown in the
Slocan Valley. Then tubs of hand-
picked raspberries, and juice boxes
for kids.

The three dinners, held in
the days after hundreds of people
were ordered to evacuate from the
village of Slocan and surrounding
areas due to the Slocan Lake
fire complex on July 28, were
meant to bring some comfort,

said Vallican Whole administrator
Marya Folinsbee.

“It’s so awful, breathing
this smoke, seeing our friends
forced from their homes, not
knowing what’s going to happen.
I think everyone just wanted to do
something,” she said.

The Vallican Whole
Community Centre, located in
Vallican about 20 kilometres south
of the evacuation zone, has a grant
from the Columbia Basin Trust’s
Community Resilience Investment
program, supported by RDCK
grant money, that has allowed it
to install a generator, purchase
emergency equipment, and provide
food to the community during an
emergency.

“It feels like a good way to use

this space, so people can gather and
be together,” said Folinsbee.

And they did. Each night,
about 50 or 60 people came
together to share a free meal.

Monday, volunteers quietly
dropped off enough homemade
chilli — both veggie and meat —
to feed dozens. Tuesday, others
whipped up lentil dahl and rice
with naan in the community centre
kitchen, and Wednesday there was
pulled pork with oven-baked mac
and cheese and spaghetti. Some
attendees brought dishes to share
too, while others stayed to clean up.

“Felt so good to be among
community!” wrote evacuee Val
Campbell, who lives in Slocan and
attended Wednesday’s dinner, in a
Facebook comment.

“The community meals at
the Vallican Whole lifted all our
spirits, even those of us who aren’t
evacuees,” said Vallican resident
Rita Moir.

Heaps of vegetables donated
by local growers Emerald Grove
Permaculture, Wild Valley Farm
and Linden Lane Farms were
whipped into salads, roasted as
sides, and sent with evacuees. On
Wednesday, as folks sat to eat, the
Kootenay Meadows delivery truck
pulled up to offer cold milk and
cream that couldn’t be delivered
in the evacuation zone.

No further dinners have
been scheduled, but organizers
are considering it depending
on wildfire developments and
volunteer resources, said Folinsbee.

‘Slocan Helps’ provides opportunity to help one another during wildfires

by Jan McMurray

Local software developer Blaine
Cook was evacuated from his home
at Kokanee Falls south of Silverton
on July 19, and went to Nelson to
stay with friends. Frustrated with a
lack of information about the fire
and available support, and filled with
a desire to help his community, he
came up with the idea of slocanhelps.
org.

“For me, a technologist, it's quite
easy to build this kind of thing, — so

I thought it was the least I could do
while sitting in Nelson, not being able
to help in more direct ways,” he said.

He created the simple website
late on Sunday night, and when he
woke up on Monday, about 40 people
had already posted offers of help. As
of August 1, there were about 150
offers on the site.

“The response has been
incredible! It’s really inspiring!”
Cook said.

People have offered

accommodation, help with animals,
transportation, labour and community
supports.

Cook said he built the site to
function as simply as possible, with
no logins or passwords.

“It would be a lot of work for
a person to coordinate this type of
thing, so technology really works
in this case. The site allows people
to communicate and take care of
themselves and their neighbours, with
aminimum amount of bureaucracy.”

The site is for all Slocan Valley
residents, and will remain posted
until it is no longer needed, Cook
said, noting that needs will likely
shift over time.

“Now that most people have
accommodation, people’s needs
will change,” he said. “There are
people offering things like yoga and
meditation, and people will probably
need help cleaning up their properties.
"Il make changes to the site to reflect
the needs of the community.”

The mid-day ‘café’ at
the Fireweed for community
members is being run strictly
by volunteers, funded by
donations. Hughes says a
couple of local nonprofit
organizations have pledged
donations to allow the
Fireweed to be open to
community members from
10 am to 2 pm, and this
will continue until the Red
Mountain Road evacuation
order is lifted.

Hughes says the Fireweed
is trying to support local
businesses by buying food
from New Market Foods,
Canco and local farmers.
“These businesses are taking
a huge hit to their livelihood,
with the Friday Market

AC units « Air
Purifiers

cancelled last week and on
reduced hours this week.
New Market and Canco had
way too much food because
they ordered for high tourist
season, but there are no
tourists. We're trying to pay
fair prices for food.”

Donations of cash and
food (i.e. fruit, bagels,
muffins) are being accepted
at the Fireweed Hub for the
mid-day community café.

The Fireweed Hub is a
new community co-work and
commercial kitchen space
in downtown New Denver,
owned and operated by the
Fireweed Hub nonprofit
society.

Sun Hats &
flip flops
Mosquito sprays,
sunscreen

we have all your
gardening &
fire suppression
supplies.
Be fire prepared!!

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels.
Kootenay's largest supplier. New
lower pricing on many fencing items

River Floatees
and Beach Toys

Manures, top soil,

seedling mix

Straw Bales $14™
Alfalfa Bales $23%

Drywall & mud, insulation

We have all your summer fun toys &
outdoor cooking items. life jackets,

bamboo blinds, shade fabric

— Hummingbird feeders —

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

DRIVERS NEEDED

Castlegar and District
Community Service Society
needs new volunteer drivers for
our West Kootenay Volunteer
Driver program. We connect
drivers and people requiring
transportation across the West
Kootenays. If you enjoy driving,
are looking to give back to the
community and have access

to a reliable insured vehicle,
please give us a call at 1-877-
304-2990 (free long distance) or
come by our new office at 1695
Columbia Ave. Castlegar. Drivers
have access to various trainings
and are reimbursed for transit.




Regulation

It started with Walkerton,
Ontario. Because they put a city
well near a cattle farm and the runoff
went into the well, people lost their
lives because of the tainted water.
Now governments are going nuts
with regulations, as Aline Winje
has found out (July 25, 2024 Valley
Voice). It’s going to get worse if we
do nothing. The Liberals started it
(federal and provincial) and now the
provincial NDP are running with it.
Try building your own home and all
you get is red tape from the RDCK,
city or Province. We do not need all
these government people looking
down our throats. There were safety
guidelines in place before Walkerton
so people could follow them when
they were putting in a water system,
building a home or shed.

My property taxes have doubled
in the last 10 years to pay for these
extraregulators that are not necessary.
The RDCK is going nuts with hiring
extra people to have ‘professionals’
make a decision in a certain field.
What happened to common sense?
It used to be abundant 50 years ago.
I can’t vote BC United because
they are the old Liberal party, and
we all know what they did to BC.
I can’t vote NDP. They are big on
regulations, as Aline has found out.
What we need is a party that has the
interests of the people of BC at heart
and an ounce of common sense.

We know what these political
parties are like. Let’s give the other
two our votes. It can’t get much
worse, and if you don’t vote, you
have no right to bitch.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

The importance
of FireSmart
neighbourhoods

As we continue to witness
the increasing frequency and
intensity of wildfires, it has become
abundantly clear that small rural

communities must take proactive
measures to safeguard their homes
and environments. One of the most
effective ways to achieve this is by
forming FireSmart Neighbourhoods.

Working together to develop
FireSmart practices with your
neighbours is essential for several
reasons. First and foremost,
collective efforts in fire prevention
and preparedness significantly
enhance the safety of the entire
community. When neighbours
collaborate, they can share valuable
knowledge and resources, ensuring
that everyone is well-informed about
the best practices for fire prevention
and response.

By adopting FireSmart
practices, neighbourhoods and
communities can reduce the risk
of wildfire damage. This includes
maintaining defensible spaces
around properties, using fire-resistant
building materials, installing rooftop
sprinklers and managing vegetation
to minimize fuel for fires. These
measures not only protect individual
homes but also contribute to the
overall resilience of the community.

Furthermore, developing
emergency preparedness plans is
crucial. In the event of a wildfire,
having a well-coordinated response
can make a significant difference in
minimizing damage and ensuring
the safety of residents. Regular
community meetings and drills can
help everyone stay prepared and
informed about evacuation routes,
emergency contacts, and the steps to
take during a fire emergency.

In conclusion, the importance of
forming FireSmart Neighbourhoods
in small rural communities cannot be
overstated. By working together and
implementing FireSmart practices,
we can create safer, more resilient
communities that are better prepared
to face the challenges posed by
wildfires.

Please contact your local Fire
Chief or FireSmart Coordinator or
the Wildfire Mitigation Specialist
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OPINION

in your RDCK electoral area for

any assistance in starting your own
FireSmart Neighbourhood.

John Addison

Kaslo

Forest fires

If there were a lightning strike
tonight on the west side of Kootenay
Lake somewhere above the highway
between Ainsworth and Schroeder
Creek that started a small fire, who
would be the first to get to it? Or, who
could be the first? Obviously, the
next morning after being discovered,
a helicopter with a bucket or a crew
of three. Second, if there were
a road close by where the strike
occurred, a pickup truck with three
guys and some tools. After that, an
excavator and tanker truck would
be dispatched. That would be later
in the afternoon. Fortunately, most
of the west side of Kootenay Lake
is accessible with remnants of old
mining and logging roads.

The Kaslo airport is strategically
located with staging areas at the
east and west ends for the fueling
and maintenance of the helicopters
fighting the fires in both the Kootenay
Lake and Slocan Valleys. It would
also be relatively easy and affordable
to permanently bury a four-inch
waterline to the two-million-gallon
reservoir at the west end of the
airport to provide protection for the
helicopters fighting the fires and
ultimately the surrounding forested
areas of Kaslo and area. The amount
of water used would be insignificant
and could make Kaslo an important
site for fire protection.

All big fires start out as small
fires and the reason the first forest fire
of the season can turn into a big fire is
the forest service isn’t geared up for
it. Typically in the past, a helicopter
would be on the Kaslo beach in the
morning after the first lightning
strikes and fly a crew over to locate
a landing spot, water and throw out
aroll of toilet paper so the fire would
be easier to locate when hiking in.
The lightning would probably have
struck a tree, stump or a log on the
ground that was smouldering and
the crew would have it out by that
afternoon. Nowadays, the helicopter
locates the fire, codes and categorizes
itand then flies back to Nelson to sort
out a crew. Then they either drive or
fly up but don’t get to the fire until
late in the day or worse the next day
and by then it could be too late. Now
it is a fire that you can’t put out but

will have to have a crew on it until it
starts raining.

Patrick Mackle

Kaslo

Israel is a rogue

state

On July 19, 2024, the
International Court of Justice
demanded Israel withdraw from the
Westbank and East Jerusalem. They
also instructed Israel to repay the
Palestinian residents an untold sum
for the taking of natural resources,
segregating them, forcing some
to flee their homes due to settler
violence, illegally transferring Israeli
Jews into the area and turning a once
legal military occupation into a de
facto civilian annexation. The ICJ
also ruled Israel’s further presence
in these areas is unlawful.

Jonathan Cook writes the ICJ
ruling is earth shattering. By doing
things unlawfully, Israel becomes
a rogue state. For that reason, the
ruling will be ignored by Israel and
its Western supporters who always
emphasize ICJ rulings are advisory
opinions and are non-binding. This
begs the question of what is legal
and what is not.

The President of the court further
said Israel’s laws in the occupied
territories were “tantamount to the
crime of apartheid.” The only way
forward is political, economic, and
military sanctions through the UN
General Assembly as happened with
South Africa. The sanctions brought
South Africa in line.

By now, world leaders should
know calling for a ceasefire or
working towards a two-state solution
is a hollow act. On July 26, the Prime
Ministers of Canada, Australia and
New Zealand made that call. The
next day, Israel bombed a school
sheltering displaced people. At least
30 were killed and 100 were injured,
mostly women and children.

No place in Gaza s safe. Sick and
starved people are constantly forced
to move. If Hamas is suspected in an
area, a short notice is given before it
gets bombed. Those who can move
do so and the disabled get bombed.
I don’t think Hamas stays behind.

Israel does not want a two-state
solution. They want the Palestinians
out of the picture. As long as Israel is
supported financially and militarily,
the genocide continues. Another
5,000-unit housing development is
going up in Westbank.

Historically, the land Israel is
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camped out on played a large role
in the Christian, Mohammedan. and
Jewish religions. The land is not
Israel’s to control. It must be shared.
It is time for some real solutions.
The countries of the world, Canada
included, must do what the UN
General Assembly cannot do. They
must impose political, economic,
and military sanctions and demand
immediate withdrawal from the
occupied Palestinian territories as
ruled by the ICJ.

Decisive action must be taken
now. If the situation is allowed to
fester, it will evolve into a war of
annihilation.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Gratitude

You have found the secret to the
fountain of youth. You grow more
beautiful with age. No kidding! Every
single one of you is more stunning,
solid, stylish, sexy, sensational than I
ever remember you being in the past.

I'love the way your eyes sparkle.

I'love how you are with kids.

I love your unique, classy sense
of style.

I love your independence
regardless of whether you’re single,
married, or just dating here and there.

I love your creativity. Painting,
knitting, felting, gardening,
teaching...

Oh the talent!!

I love your commitment to
friendship.

I'love your giving heart and your
care for women around the globe.

For those who are grandmothers,
I love your exuberance towards this
new chapter.

I love your commitment to our
town as shown in your involvement
in the school, business community,
the river trail, library, Langham and
all the other places you tirelessly
volunteer your time.

These aspects make you
unbelievably gorgeous. Did you
know that you’re spreading a very
contagious love bug around town?
One that runs the risk of spreading
to other towns, cities and beyond
because of the high mobility of
people these days?

Thanks so much.

Darcie Matthews
Kaslo

National
insurance
program

As the world burns and floods in
fantastic fashion, one thing is clear:
you want to have insurance. Problem
is, insurance companies are pulling
out of high-risk, high-payout areas
like fire-ravaged California. What
Canada needs is a national insurance
program, where all of Canada can
pull together and help areas ravaged
by fire, flood or whatever disaster
is in wait.

Insurance premiums will rise

continued on page 5
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every year to cover these disasters
until you can’t afford it. I was quoted
$4,000 to insure my house and
property under conditions of putting
in railings on my decks and getting
rid of my wood fireplace. I pay $700
ayear in taxes for the fire department
but at seven kilometres away, I
get no premium relief! Insurance
companies call the shots, even
though my decks were approved
by the wonderful RDCK building
inspectors and everything was up to
code when built in 2009.

To say Canada is a bureaucratic
nightmare is an understatement.
People in Kelowna who had their
homes burned to the ground are still
grappling with insurance adjusters a
year later and not one nail has entered
a board for making them “whole”
again. Didn’t check off that box
saying you want flood insurance?
Too bad, Grand Forks people, you
are not covered. Did the amazing
insurance person even say you could
get flood insurance or earthquake
insurance? Perhaps not, and now
you get to fret and worry about your
future in a flooded town one metre
underwater. Insurance companies
love to use weasel words to stop
paying you one thin dime.

A national program would pool
risks across a larger population,
potentially leading to more stable
and predictable premiums. This
could mitigate the impact of regional
disasters on insurance rates. By
spreading the risk and cost, a
national insurance program could
make coverage more affordable and
accessible to all Canadians, including
those in high-risk areas who might
otherwise face prohibitively high
premiums or be denied coverage
altogether. A national program could
ensure a consistent level of coverage
and protection across the country,
eliminating disparities in insurance
availability and quality between
different provinces and territories. I
swear, every province and territory in
Canada acts like their own fiefdom,
complete with layers of government
that pile on debt every single year.

With government backing, a
national insurance program could
provide greater stability and
reliability, especially in the face
of catastrophic events that could
overwhelm private insurers and
make them broke. These catastrophic
events are not going to magically
disappear people, buckle up.

Engaging stakeholders, including
government entities, private insurers,
and the public, would be crucial in
designing a system that meets the
needs of all Canadians. Is Canada
up to the challenge? Can we put tax
dollars to some actual good purpose
for a change? One in four Canadians
is tipping into poverty, I think the
time is RIGHT NOW.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Dear Slocan
Valley
Residents

I have only weathered “fire
season” in British Columbia for
just over a handful of years, but
this is by far the worst I've ever
experienced. I'm blessed I'm still
nearly unaffected by the local fires,
and still have the ability to travel
freely in our small valley, while so
many are displaced and needing
serious, straightforward answers to
their questions as to why this fire
was addressed and handled the way
it was, and why they are not allowed
access to their homes for even a
period of time without strict border
control and regulations in place
that leave those who chose to stay
without supplies and in need of help.

Our friends and family who
chose to stay behind to protect their
property or have nowhere to go are
being punished by those left in charge
of this fire complex and evacuees on
the outside are being told there is no
end date to the Slocan order keeping
them away. We deserve answers
but are not being given anything
other than momentary actions being
taken on any given front. We have
been given no plan set in place
other than a backburn on Ponderosa,
which residents at the bottom of the
mountain on Hwy 6 are very much
against.

I do have an idea about getting
supplies to the inside of the zone but
it will depend on the cooperation of
others I haven’t yet reached out to,
but know there are people working
on a plan to get the cooperation of
those in charge to at least allow the
supplies needed into the evacuated
zone. More to come on this.

I have also started a petition on
change.org — ‘Demand Transparency
and Support for Slocan Evacuees
and Residents’ — to alert those in
other areas so they are aware of how
we’ve been left with a situation we
have no control over despite this
being our homes and livelihoods and
community.

This isn’t the first mismanaged
fire in the history of the province,
and we don’t need to be the next
community decimated by poor
execution, but right now, we need
to collectively raise our voices to
be heard by those in charge and
alert people out of the area of the
bureaucratic walls we’re facing
when trying to keep our lives and
belongings safe. Hopefully we are
able to rally those around us enough
to influence those in power to allow
for resupply to those in Slocan,
residents with a valid ID in the
zone less restricted access to their
homes, and a clear plan of action
that doesn’t involve razing hectares
of our beloved forests.

Accountability will come, but
for now, we need to join together
and let them know they cannot keep

LETTERS

us appeased with nothing more than
scraps of info while leaving us in a
holding pattern.

If you are willing to help on
either side of the line, please send me
aPM on Facebook. I do already have
some contacts on both sides, but the
more the better.

Please sign the petition. We are a
community and as long as we come
together, we can figure out a happy
outcome all around.

Cassandra Fick
Appledale

Agreement-in-principle
sets stage for more
balanced Columbia

.
River Treat

On July 11,2024, Canada and the
US reached a milestone in the process
of modernizing the Columbia River
Treaty — an agreement-in-principle
(AIP) that sets the stage for an
improved treaty that supports people
and ecosystems on both sides of the
border.

Over the past six years, the BC
government has worked hard with
the Government of Canada and the
Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and Syilx
Okanagan Nations to negotiate
a modernized Columbia River
Treaty with the US that reflects BC
Columbia Basin interests.

In engaging with Basin
communities since 2012 about how
the treaty could be improved, we
heard time after time that people feel
the treaty puts too much emphasis
on power generation and flood-risk
management and not enough on
environmental and social interests.

The AIP shifts the balance. The
countries have agreed, in principle,
that under a modernized treaty, BC
would provide less pre-planned
flood-risk management to the US
and gain new flexibility in how
we operate our treaty dams, giving
BC more control over river flows
and reservoir levels to address
domestic impacts to ecosystems and
communities.

Canada and the US have agreed
to incorporate other new provisions
not considered in the current treaty,
such as to support ecosystem health
and salmon restoration, respect
Indigenous knowledge and cultural
values, consider recreation, tourism
and other socio-economic needs,
reduce water-level fluctuations on
treaty reservoirs, and adapt to the
effects of climate change and other
future unknowns.

The needs and interests of
the Basin have changed since
the treaty was first ratified in the
1960s, with a changing climate,
increased electricity demand,
growing environmental awareness
and a greater societal recognition of
Indigenous rights. The AIP responds
to those changes, outlining key
elements that reflect the realities of
today and enabling a modernized
treaty to be adaptable to the needs

of the future.

In addition to increased
flexibility, the modernized treaty
would also include: an Indigenous
and tribal advisory body to provide
recommendations on how treaty
and other hydro operations can
better support ecosystem needs
and Indigenous and tribal cultural
values; water flows to support
salmon survival and migration; and
a transboundary working group to
work toward addressing common
interests in the Kootenay/Kootenai
river system and the Koocanusa
reservoir. While these new additions
will bring the treaty into the 21st
century, the modernized treaty
will continue to enable generation
of clean energy and provide risk
reduction for communities from
damaging floods.

For now, until a modernized
treaty is ratified, the current treaty
remains in place. River and reservoir
management will not change right
away. For example, we anticipate that
it is going to be another challenging
year in Arrow Lakes Reservoir
due to the ongoing drought in the
Peace and Columbia regions, which
powers most of the province, and our
obligations under the current treaty.

It’s important to understand that
the AIP is not a new treaty and is
not set in stone. It is an agreement,
in principle, on the key elements of

a modernized treaty — a road map
to guide Canada and the US as they
work toward drafting an amended,
renewed treaty.

As the countries begin that
process, the next step for BC is
to engage with Basin residents
to explain what the AIP includes
and seek their feedback. Since
negotiations began, we have been
clear that people would have their
say before any modernized treaty is
finalized. Now that an AIP has been
reached, that process can begin.

In the weeks ahead, the
government of BC will share more
information about the AIP and
opportunities for engagement.
Details will continue to be shared on
the Province of BC’s Columbia River
Treaty website, which currently
includes a summary of the AIP and
answers to common questions.

I encourage all interested Basin
residents to read that information
and join the conversation. We are
at a key moment in this region’s
history. After more than a decade
of engagement and negotiations,
we have within sight a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to achieve
a 21st-century Columbia River
Treaty that better serves the Basin
and reflects the voices of those who
live here.

Katrine Conroy
MLA, Kootenay West

Submitted (by Barb Riley,
Vernon BC)

During COVID, we had yard
signs and posters to say thanks to
our health care heroes. We heard,
read, and talked about being ‘in
this together.” Signs are down and
mantras have changed, but the heroes
and helping spirit remain strong in
the Valley.

It was June 25". My husband
Dave and I rode into New Denver
on the Galena Trail; day 2 of a
bikepacking trip. Our next turn
was intended for Kaslo. Instead,
the trip took an unfortunate turn
with an unlucky fall. Just before the
accident, we had a brief conversation
with a man pole-walking into his
driveway; to say hello and to verify
our whereabouts. We parted with
mutual wishes for happy trails. Not
knowing we’d see each other again
very soon.

The fall was unremarkable
except for the consequences. The
instinct to break the fall by putting
my hand out was too strong to resist.
There was a break alright; several in
the wrist with an exposed bone too.

We walked back to the friendly
pole-walker and learned his name
was George Meier. When he saw
us coming he was out the door, in
the car, and driving us to the New
Denver Medical Clinic in minutes,
kindly sharing his number in case
he could help with any next steps.

The clinic did its job well; a shot

Local Heroes are Alive and Well in the Valley!

in the arm for pain, getting Dave to
twist and turn my wedding ring off
a swelling hand, X-ray, stabilize,
triage me for same-day surgery in
Trail, and arrange an ambulance ride
(thankfully before the road closed
from a wildfire).

George, the ‘Great Samaritan,’
drove Dave back to Nakusp to pick
up our car. No fuss. No strings
attached. A generous and incredibly
helpful act of kindness, compassion
and service. An act we gratefully
received.

We were also grateful to receive
the surgical precision of Dr. Lee-
Anne Laverty and team at the Trail
Hospital. After 48 hours, a flood of
antibiotics, and friendly, competent
care from the surgical floor nurses,
we were on our way home, with solid
and reassuring plans for follow-up.

In many ways, June 25" was
likely a typical day in the Valley.
The wildfire and road closure were
understandably the most visible
events that day. Invisible to most
was the help offered by George and
health professionals carrying out
proven protocols that linked time-
sensitive services across locations,
with success and a few comedic
moments too!

Consider this story a yard sign to
acknowledge the ongoing presence
of local heroes and to remind us that
we truly are in this together, each
making a difference beyond what
we may realize.




by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The final phase of construction
for improvements at Front Street Park
will be getting underway, possibly as
soon as August 6. Council awarded
the contract to Brenton Industries Ltd.
at a cost of $97,922.41, excluding
taxes.

Construction will include stairs,
retaining wall, seating, guardrails,
handrails, signage, landscaping,
driveway/parking, and a sidewalk,
as per the tender design drawings
completed by Town Architecture
earlier this year. The only element
of the plan Brenton will not do is the
water fountain; Public Works will
deliver and install the fountain.

Tender packages were provided
to Brenton Industries, MR Landscape,
Joe Stone Masonry, Hoover Masonry,
and Cochrane Landscaping, but only
Brenton Industries responded. A staff
report says Brenton’s quote is within
the amount budgeted for the project
in 2024, and there is a contingency
fund available.

Mayor Hewat recused herself
due to a conflict of interest, as
she is employed by the contractor.
Councillor Rob Lang took the chair
as acting mayor.

New library building

The Village and Kaslo and
District Public Library (KDPL) staff
are looking for partners to help get
the construction of the new library
building underway. They will be
issuing a Request for Expressions of
Interest (RFEOI).

The Village, KDPL staff, and the
Library Building Committee (LBC)
will work together to develop the
RFEOI. The LBC and the Village
will assess the proposals.

Council also approved the LBC’s
amended terms of reference (ToR),
which include updated information
on how the Village and KDPL
will work together on the project,
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including ownership model and
operating framework. Revisions
also specify that the LBC will make
recommendations on the building’s
design, and that the library board
will appoint two trustees to the
committee. Quorum was updated
to three voting members, from two.

Mayor Suzan Hewat and
Councillor Erika Bird are the council
representatives on the committee.

The Library Building Committee
was formed in 2019 to advise council
and the library board on the new
library building project. The previous
ToR were passed in January 2023.

Service BC Lease Agreement

The Village is raising the annual
rent for the Service BC office space
in City Hall by 15%, to $5,175, or
$431.25 per month.

Since 2018, the Village has leased
a 250-square-foot office space to the
Province of BC for a Service BC
location. The Province renewed the
lease in 2023. The increase will be
applied retroactively to the entire
renewal period, effective August 1,
2023.

Though the Province originally
renewed the lease for another 60
months — until August 2028 - it
would now like to terminate the lease
in August 2026.

The previous rate was $4,500
plus tax per year, or $375 per month.

Community Works funding

The Village is expecting
Community Works funding (gas
tax) of $111,176 per year from 2024
to 2026, and $115,624 for 2027 and
2028.

This funding is allocated to all
local governments based on a per
capita formula. It can only be used
for specific infrastructure purposes.

In the past, the Village has
used the funds for a Liquid Waste
Management Plan, an Integrated
Community Sustainability Plan,
sewer system expansion, streetlight
upgrades, and the A Avenue waterline
replacement and paving projects.

The Village anticipates using the
funds for the completion of Front
Street Park, Moyie Amphitheatre
improvements, and PRV (pressure
reducing valve) station upgrades.

Health infrastructure investments,
like hospitals and seniors’ centres, are
not eligible.

Projects update

Colin Hawkins, Manager of
Strategic Initiatives, gave an update
on some Village projects.

At the Water Plant, Kerr Wood
Leidel (KWL) is under contract as the
Engineer of Record for the ultraviolet
light treatment upgrades. Designs are
progressing. A Request for Proposals
will be issued soon for specialist
design and costing from ultraviolet
reactor suppliers. The project is set
for completion in March 2025.

At the Kemball Building,
Town Architecture is secured as the
Certified Registered Professional for
the project. Rocky Point Engineering
has completed heating, ventilation,
and cooling designs. BBA Structural
Engineering will review and provide
structural repairs. Hawkins said
significant amounts of asbestos and

KASLO & AREA IS
Kaslo council, July 23: Contract awarded for final phase of Front Street Park project

lead paint were confirmed in the
building. The Village received an
asbestos abatement quote; lead costs
will be confirmed after designs are
completed. The Village received
reports and costs for the external brick
and stone repair package. Reviews
and costing for the mechanical,
electrical, scaffold, carpentry, and
window package are ongoing. Phase
one is set to be completed in March
2025.

The feasibility study of a
commercial kitchen at the Kaslo
arena is progressing. The Village
met with the arena president and
board members to discuss a potential
location in the upper lounge/viewing
area, and met with suppliers for
design input. The Village also met
with elevator and stair elevator

specialists for improved accessibility
at the arena. Town Architecture is
working on designs. Rocky Point
Engineering completed designs
for the heat pump and air filtration
system. Designs and costing are
ongoing for the backup generator and
transfer switch.

Requests for Quotes to paint the
outside of City Hall will be issued
soon. The Master Painter’s Institute,
a certified architectural coating
inspector, conducted a site meeting
and inspection.

Watt Consultant Group is
working under contract on the Active
Transportation Network Plan. To
understand key routes and existing
infrastructure, Watt is gathering
data from ICBC and the Village,
and working on mapping and data
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analysis. Stakeholder engagement
sessions are to come.

Castlegar’s Confluence
building

Mayor Suzan Hewat was invited
to the grand opening of Castlegar
Chamber of Commerce’s new
Confluence building on August 23.
If she is able to attend, the Village
will pay her expenses.

Along with the Visitor Centre, the
Confluence building will house the
Chamber of Commerce, Economic
Development, Destination Castlegar,
and the Mercer-Celgar boardroom,
boasting state-of-the-art technology
for recording and online attendance.
The Passive House certified and mass
timber building also has co-working
space, office space, a meeting room
and a kitchen.

Kaslo seniors gather for emergency preparedness event

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

On the morning of July 19,
about 20 residents of Kaslo and
area gathered for an emergency
preparedness event at the Kaslo
Seniors Hall.

It was a timely event, said Jessie
Lay,Kaslo’s FireSmart Coordinator,
taking place just two days after the
lightning storm that started wildfires
in the Lardeau and Slocan Valleys.

Planned in partnership with the
Kaslo Senior Citizens’ Association,
attendees enjoyed presentations from
Lay, Wendy Stankevich, Emergency
Support Services Director for Kaslo
and Area D, and Mark Jennings-
Bates, Kaslo Search and Rescue
Manager.

“The senior demographic in
Kaslo are often ones that have
additional concerns around
emergency preparedness — not
everyone drives, there are mobility
concerns, medication, maybe less
ability to do proactive mitigations
like FireSmart,” Lay told the Valley
Voice. “It was a good opportunity
for those folks to feel heard, and

equipped for action and success [in
the event of an emergency].”

Lay said the event’s presentations
were intentionally interactive and
focused on practical steps to help
empower residents.

Stankevich discussed the
importance of pre-registering for
Emergency Support Services and
signing up for Voyent Alert, the
RDCK’s emergency notification
system. She and others provided
support for attendees with ESS pre-
registration and Voyent Alert. She
also did an interactive activity about
packing a grab-and-go bag.

“I feel really grateful that we
were able to access [Stankevich’s]
time and knowledge before she got
pulled into a more active ESS role
[due to the wildfires],” said Lay.

Jennings-Bates’ presentation
touched on elements of emergency
response, including what to expect
in an evacuation.

“He used his knowledge and
experience with issuing evacuation
alerts and orders to help give folks
an idea of what to expect in that
situation,” said Lay. “He advocated

for respecting evacuation orders and
the pieces that go into that decision
making.”

Jennings-Bates also talked
about AdventureSmart, the national
prevention program to keep people
safe during outdoor recreational
activities.

“We were so fortunate to have
this touch point with the community
and the public before Search and
Rescue got really busy issuing
evacuation alerts and orders,” said
Lay.

Lay’s presentation centred on 10
free actions that residents can take
to make their homes and properties
more resilient to ember ignition,
such as cleaning and maintaining
roofs and gutters, and keeping any
potential sources of fuel away from
a structure.

She told the Valley Voice that they
hope to plan more events like this in
the future, likely in the fall or winter
when things settle down. She hopes
these events can be more workshop-
based, to continuing empowering
and providing support for residents’
emergency preparedness.

Emergency Trauma Support Clinics offered by Kaslo Community Acupuncture

submitted

Inresponse to this intense wildfire
season affecting the North Kootenay
Lake and North Slocan Valleys, the
Kaslo Community Acupuncture
Society (KCAS) swiftly mobilized to
provide Emergency Trauma Support
Clinics at the Heritage Hall of St.
Andrew’s Church on Fourth Street
in Kaslo.

On the weekend of July 27-28,
KCAS opened its doors to offer free
acupuncture services to evacuees,
their family members, wildfire
fighters, and anyone experiencing
trauma related to the environmental
crisis. The team is already planning
to host additional clinics, in the
near future, to support local first
responders who have been tirelessly
working to protect our communities.

This pop-up clinic underscores
the importance of community support
during times of collective trauma.
Professionals and community
members alike pulled together to
volunteer their time and energy to
deliver this healthcare service.

The society’s regular biweekly
clinic schedule resumed August 2
and, with additional staff on hand,
the clinic chairs were full from open
to close.

Since its establishment in 2020,
KCAS has been a cornerstone of rural
healthcare, offering biweekly clinics
and providing over 1,200 treatments
to Kaslo and Area D residents. The
society aims to build a healthier,
more resilient community and has
demonstrated a significant demand
for complementary health services
in our rural area. The importance of
accessible medical services cannot
be overstated, especially in times
of crisis, which is why the KCAS
model removes financial barriers,
creating accessible care, close to
home. This is not the first time KCAS
has stepped up to offer emergency
treatments outside the regular clinic
schedule.

As a non-profit organization,
KCAS relies exclusively on grants and
donations to run regularly scheduled
clinics. The free emergency response

clinics fall outside of the scope
of the budget and are only made
possible by community members
and practitioners who volunteer
their time. Donations are greatly
appreciated and will help ensure
that these critical services remain
available to those in need during such
challenging times. To donate, search
KCAS at www.canadahelps.org,
or send an e-transfer to kaslocas@
gmail.com.

Brendan Murray-Nellis R.AC.
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Wide Spot:

Fireweed
by Therese DesCamp

I have been thinking that we
may have reached the chronic, as
opposed to acute, stage of our forest
fire saga. For many of us, evacuation
orders and alerts are rescinded, at
least for now. For others, there’s at
least a system to check on livestock
and land. People are making plans
to sustain a café for the community.
Some of us have unpacked part of our
go-bag. There is even a schedule of
events, even though they’re not the
events usually planned for August.

Unless this weekend’s weather
starts everything up again, we’re
hitting the slow slog. It’s much
less glamorous and a lot more
difficult than the intense push. The
losses begin to sink in; the weeks

of high anxiety catch up to flatten
us. Personalities rise to the surface,
people get their feelings hurt, old
animosities rear their heads.

But there is another story
besides destruction and loss, one
that shimmers in the background,
never obscured, like a scent or a
taste that lingers so vividly that
you’re not sure if it’s really there
or if you're just remembering it.
That story includes a series of free
community dinners starting with
Thursday night’s ‘Leftovers Feast’
where we finished off whatever the
firefighters didn’t eat. That story
includes the outpouring of muffins
and cakes and meatballs and gluten-
free meals individually prepared by
a fellow celiac. That story includes
local firefighters and volunteer
dishwashers and loggers and servers
and greeters and the YRB guys and
the 10 folks that gathered Wednesday

night for meditation. That story
includes the many who send prayers
and cheques, the food bank, the
Hub, LACE and SLAC and the
FB admins and moderators and the
United Church. That story includes
the Village staff and councillors,
the businesses who kept it together
when we were all afraid. That story
includes the short note I got last week
from a longtime friend, a note that
pierced my haze and made me cry.
That story includes the hug, the look,
the touch, the offer of help, the cup of
coffee, the diligently washed dishes,
the remarkable calm of the women
running food services.

I don’t know what we are
witnessing here, in our environment.
I remind myself that witnessing isn’t
about the future, but the present.
So I try not to worry about what’s
next. For sure, the weather is erratic.
Alternating between hot/dry and

wet/cold does not work well for
this inland rainforest — nor any
other place in the world. Some new
stability may not come for eons. I
could complain or be fearful (and I'1l
probably do both). But witnessing
to the world, as it is, seems like the
better choice. And as I witness, I lay
back in the arms of the Beloved and
trust. I don’t trust that everything
will get fixed the way I'd like it to
be fixed; I trust that all is held in the
Infinite Love. Regardless of what the
future holds.

I'am remembering a conversation
last week, on the day that the park
caught fire. Two friends, both
wilderness hikers, were horror-
struck as we watched, overwhelmed
by the probable loss of beloved
backcountry. It hit me that we need
to learn to love not just the green
glade, but the bare rock, the fallen
trees, the ashy ground. These too

SIFCo hosts timely grand opening of new Resiliency Centre

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

On July 21, under a veil of
thick smoke from the Slocan Lake
Complex wildfires, community
members gathered to celebrate the
grand opening of the Slocan Integral
Forestry Cooperative’s (SIFCo) new
Resiliency Centre.

It was a very beautiful evening,
said SIFCo Manager Stephan
Martineau, with 65 people attending
to listen to presentations and ask
questions, and enjoy music from local
band Diamond Willow and food from
Chef Amanda — and just to be together
in community, he said.

“It was auspicious, that we were
opening the Resiliency Centre at a
time when the community needed it,”
said Martineau.

Located in the Appledale Hall
just north of Winlaw, the project was

spurred by the 2021 Trozzo Creek
wildfire that resulted in the evacuation
of 174 homes between Winlaw and
Slocan.

“We tried to organize an ad-hoc
resiliency centre at the time but it was
quite challenging in the context of
evacuation, to actually try to organize
something on the fly,” Martineau
explained.

From this, SIFCo came up with the
idea to create a permanent centre ready
for emergencies, and as a year-round
community resource.

In agreement with the Appledale
Hall Progressive Association, SIFCo
spent the last two years updating the
Appledale Hall with new air exchange,
backup power, and internet, and
sealing it to keep out smoke, heat,
and cold.

The goal of the centre, said
Martineau, is to create a welcoming

environment where individuals can
access the support and resources
they need to thrive, especially during
challenging times.

SIFCo thinks of resiliency in four
categories: environmental, social,
physical and psychological, and
economic. Martineau emphasized the
Resiliency Centre’s role in the social
resiliency category.

“We’re not in emergencies all the
time, so the Resiliency Centre is built
to be a place year-round for people to
build resiliency and for the community
to get to know each other,” he said.
“To meet their neighbours face to face
and have conversations... We really
hope that this can be a place where,
in a way, we go back in time to when
community building happened in
physical relations, rather than online.”

The Resiliency Centre is located
at 6841 Appledale Park Road. It is

Local band Diamond Willow played at the July 21 grand opening of the Slocan Valley Resiliency Centre, located at Appledale Hall. Pictured here

is Joe Jmaeff, bassist.

currently open 9 am to 5 pm, seven
days a week, for use by local residents
affected by the fires. It offers purified
air, air conditioning, a kids’ zone with
toys and books, board games, arts and
crafts, movies, Wi-Fi, backup power,
and refreshments.

SIFCo is a not-for-profit
community forest cooperative in the
Slocan Valley.

need respect and an open heart (as do
the crazy neighbour, the competitive
do-gooder, and our overwhelmed
selves).

I am holding onto the fact that it
is in the ashy ground that fireweed
grows — that delicate and edible
beauty; that vegetation that prepares
the ground for coming trees.

Fireweed also produces the most
delicate honey I have ever tasted,
which seems fitting. When I look at
fireweed, I see the beauty that arises
because of destruction. And yep, that
is what is happening here. Thanks
be to God.

SmMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only

$10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

Online:
Bi-weekly service

In Person:

www.widespot.ca.

Fully Alive!

Turner-Zion United Church of Canada
welcomes you online and in person.

Tuesday 8 a.m. meditation group

August 24 10-3 Contemplative in the
Kootenays Gathering, Nakusp.

For information about dates, locations, and
online links, contact widespottz@netidea.
com. For past Wide Spot articles, see
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KCP Faces & Places: Ryan Durand

submitted by Kootenay Conservation
Program

Ryan Durand is an ecologist
living in the south Slocan Valley
who does consulting work all
over the province and beyond,
including locally for the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society (SLSS).

He is thrilled that the Kootenay
Connect Priority Places initiative
was expanded last year, and his

FOREVER HOMES

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY!!
Are youlooking for the purrfect companion? You need
to meet our two adult cats, “Princess” and “Hand-
some”. They can go together or separately. Phone
PALS today at 250-265-3792 for more information.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

backyard of the Slocan Valley was
chosen as one of three new focal
areas. The valley happens to have
a diversity of habitats for many
species that are federally listed as
SARA (Species at Risk Act) and
COSEWIC (Committee on the Status
of Endangered Wildlife in Canada)
species.

“It has been amazing what
Kootenay Connect has been able to
do for the first five years, and now for
two more years, as far as funding and
matching funding goes. Kootenay
Connect supports many local people
working on these projects in our
communities. We had talked about
this work with members of SWAMP
(Slocan Wetlands Assessment &
Monitoring Project) for years but
weren’t able to get the funding to
support it, so the fact that Kootenay
Conservation Program (KCP) was
successful in getting big, multi-
year funding from Environmental
& Climate Change Canada was
transformational.”

A current SLSS project that
Ryan is most excited about is the
Species at Risk Biodiversity Survey,
focusing on low-elevation floodplain
cottonwood forests. Because the
main stem of the Slocan River Valley
is known relatively well, Ryan and
his colleague Tyson Elhers are also

more about FOI submissions.

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a Disposition of

Crown Land
Take notice that I/We, Ralph and Jacqueline Allen, from Nakusp,
BC, have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Water,
Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS), Kootenay Boundary
Region, for a Licence of Occupation for about 110 m of roadway
use situated on Provincial Crown Land located about 7.6 km
north of Nakusp, BC along Highway 23.
WLRS invites comments on this application, the Lands File is
4406413. Written comments concerning this application should
be directed to Sr. Authorization Specialist, WLRS, Kootenay
Boundary Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C
7G1. Comments will be received by WLRS up to August 31,
2024. WLRS may not be able to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.
gov.bc.ca/ for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. Access to these records
requires the submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) re-
quest. Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn

surveying the Little Slocan River
and Little Slocan Lakes. They are
capturing data through wildlife
cameras and bird song recorders,
which record birds daily at intervals
during dawn and dusk. In addition,
they are adding to and updating the
2012 Slocan River Streamkeepers
Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory
Mapping project.

“This year we are starting to fill
in some of the knowledge gaps and
determine what kind of strategies
can be put in place to try to protect
some of these rare species. Because
most of the lowland elevation along
the main stem of the river is private
land, education is probably the most
important thing in terms of helping to
protect these areas. Next year we will
be looking at habitat connectivity and
conservation planning, to see what
we can do with the data to make
meaningful change.”

Ryan and SLSS are continuing
monitoring work in the Bonanza
Biodiversity Corridor (BBC), in the
North Slocan Valley from Summit
Lake to Hills. They concluded a three-
year study that included ecosystem
mapping, habitat assessments, and
an in-depth inventory of the full
range of biodiversity that occurs in
the watershed, and then created a
conservation plan for the corridor.
As well as the ongoing monitoring,
SLSS has worked with the Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
(CKISS) to do invasive plant removal
annually in the spring.

So far, between the biodiversity
surveys that Ryan and Tyson have
done, as well as other literature
sources, they have documented
about 4,000 species in the Slocan
Watershed. Ryan explains, “The
number of species is increasing all
the time. The most amazing part
for us is that this is probably the
most well-documented place in the
world now for slime molds. We have
found about 150 species here, which
is quite exciting! We have found
dozens of species that are new to the
province, Canada, or North America,
and one new to science.”

Ryan is also working with
Gregoire Lamoureux of Slocan
River Streamkeepers to do riparian
planting on public land at Perry’s
Bridge near Winlaw. Thousands of
shrubs and trees have been planted
on both sides of the bridge along one
to two kilometres of the river.

Just upstream is the Larsen
Ranch restoration project, a
partnership between SLSS and
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
(SIFCo). The Larsen Ranch is on the
Slocan River just south of Lemon
Creek, where SIFCo is enhancing
in-stream fish habitat, including
re-establishing several old streams.
Ryan is involved with coordinating
the riparian planting, and he says, “It
is a fun project, to go a bit outside of
the box and try to think about climate
adaptability.” This project was also
funded in part by the Columbia Basin
Trust, who matched the federal funds
from Environment and Climate
Change Canada.

Ryan began his career working

for a land trust called the Turtle
Island Earth Stewards, doing
inventories for covenants and fee-
simple acquisitions. He then worked
for the Land Trust Alliance of BC and
the Nature Conservancy of Canada,
before entering the consulting world.
He always knew that he wanted to
work outdoors.

Ryan grew up in Christina
Lake, where his appreciation for
plants began as he helped in his
parents’ commercial greenhouse
and landscaping business. He lived
all over Canada before moving
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back to BC in 2009. When not
doing ecological consulting work,
Ryan enjoys hiking with his kids
or volunteering with the Crescent
Valley Fire Department.
Kootenay Conservation
Program (KCP) is a partnership of
over 85 organizations that work
together for connected habitats and
landscapes in the Kootenays that
sustain biodiversity and naturally
functioning resilient ecosystems
that, in turn, support community
well-being. Learn more at www.
kootenayconservation.ca.

Ryan Durand is an ecologist living in the south Slocan Valley who does consulting work locally
for the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society (SLSS).

ER service interrupted in Nakusp
due to nurse shortage

by Jan McMurray

The emergency department at
the Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp
was closed overnight July 31-August
1 due to limited nurse availability.

“A service interruption is an
absolute last resort when all avenues
for staffing are exhausted,” Interior
Health reports. “Vacation or short-
notice sick calls over the summer
can unfortunately cause service
interruptions.”

There are currently three full-
time and one part-time vacant
nursing positions at the Arrow Lakes
Hospital, Interior Health reports.

The ER in Nakusp is normally
open 24/7, and the night shift is

typically staffed with two nurses.

Staffing shortages in the health
sector are happening across the
country. IH says it is increasing
recruitment incentives and working
with other health authorities in BC
and agency nurses to fill any staffing
gaps.

When emergency services are
unavailable in Nakusp, people can
access care in Nelson or Trail.

Anyone unsure whether an
emergency room Visit is warranted
can call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1 or
visit www.HealthLinkBC .ca for non-
emergency health information from
nurses, dietitians and pharmacists 24
hours a day, seven days per week.

The second phase of the Nakusp Adventure Park is underway. This phase comprises
seven new play elements, including four specifically for two- to five-year-olds.
The park is expected to open very soon — stay tuned!
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Local children’s author Nina Poznekoff publishes Bert the Spider series

by Art Joyce

Some of us are old enough to
recall the great era of children’s
books, classics like Charlotte’s Web,
the wonderful Thornton W. Burgess
series of animal tales, and many
other wholesome stories. Krestova-
based author Nina Poznekoff is
adding to this legacy with her Bert
the Spider series, aimed at young
readers 3-9 years old. Prior to the
recent wildfires, Poznekoff travelled
to North Slocan Valley communities
including New Denver and Nakusp
to distribute her books in local
bookstores and gift shops.

Poznekoff’s motivation to
write was inspired by a personal
tragedy. Her only child — a son —
died prematurely, pitching her into
profound grief. As a way to cope,
while living in a remote fishing
village in Mexico, she began writing
a memoir, Reaching Up to Touch
Bottom. Still, that couldn’t fully ease
her despair.

“I wrote 300 pages and I just
could not continue. So I started
making plans to come back to
Canada. In the middle of the night,
I got up to go to the bathroom and
there was this huge spider. I chased
it all around the room with my slipper
and finally stopped, and just sat down
laughing. So my first Bert the Spider
book is a true story — it’s exactly

what happened. I never thought of
being a children’s writer but it just
happened.”

Although Poznekoff had no
formal training as a writer, once
she started writing the Bert the
Spider stories, they just kept coming
almost effortlessly. While living
in Mexico, she wrote a column for
an English-language newspaper,
Jaltemba Jalapeiio. In addition to
taking writing classes since being
inspired to create the series, she has
taken courses on book marketing, a
common weakness for authors. Her
market research helped her realize
that her target market for the Bert the
Spider books is kids 3-9, although
she’s been told by parents they read
them to even younger children.

Initially, she worked with
three different graphic designers to
create the pictures in the books, but
eventually settled on one she likes.

Her foray into publishing drew
others to her who had children’s
stories they wanted to publish but
lacked the expertise. “An 80-year-old
woman contacted me after she read
one of my first books and asked if
she could send me her manuscript. It
was called Mervin the Monkey, and I
loved it. So T hired a graphic designer
and we put together the book and
published it.”

Poznekoff is a fourth-generation

Canadian descended from a
Doukhobor great-grandmother who
emigrated to Canada from Russia.
Although when young she knew
of relatives in Nova Scotia and
along the California coast as far as
Mexico, she says she’s lost touch
with them over the years. She was
not raised in the Doukhobor faith
and her father was insistent that his
children become fluently literate in
both English and Russian.

In total, Poznekoff has now
written 13 books, including a second
memoir, A Grieving Mother’s Guide
to Running Away in Mexico. At
the time of our interview several
weeks ago, Book 7, Bert the Spider
Meets Fred the Bee, and Book 8,
Bert the Spider Sees an Unusual
Sight, were in production, with a
projected release sometime in 2025.
She’s working on a new book about
the problem of homelessness, Bag
Ladies With Seventeen Cats Weren't
Born That Way.

“I wanted to make my books
inspirational, to tell children they
have a voice for every situation they
come across. It’s how to deal with
moving into a new home, how to
deal with a new baby brother, and so
on. I do not think little children need
to know about sexual orientation. In
the next book, Bert the Spider wants
to know what love is, what it means

to love a new baby. I'm trying to
encourage children to be the best
they can be.”

Poznekoff’s books can be
found at the Doukhobor Museum
and Dragonfly children’s store in
Castlegar, Crockett’s Books in Trail,

Coles Books in Nelson, Taghum
Shell, Evergreen Natural Foods in
South Slocan, Raven’s Nest in New
Denver, Spiritwood Gifts in Nakusp,
and Treasure Trove in Nakusp. Bert
the Spider books can also be ordered
on Amazon and Indigo.

Nina Poznekoff recently made a trip through the Slocan Valley to distribute her Bert the Spider
children’s books. Here she is pictured with Glenn and Linda of Spiritwood Cards, Books and

Baubles in Nakusp.

Nina Poznekoff
Spider children’s

recently made a trip through the Slocan Valley to distribute her series of Bert the
books. Here she is pictured with Ulli Becker at Raven’s Nest Gifts in New Denver.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB'’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-9 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales available
during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo » 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle,
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
We're having a big book sale with every title 25% to 40% off the cover price! Great books

are still arriving, but tourists — not so much, at least in recent weeks, so our shelves are
full. Is there a better way to spend a warm, smoky day than inside with an awesome
book? « New additions to our eco-fashion collection are here from Brok Boys, Abaka,
Terry Sasaki, and OOM / Message Factory « More uniquely beautiful glassware, pottery,
and chopsticks have arrived from Japan ¢ Kite of Possibilities - the newest release from
Slocan'’s favourite family band The Rainbow Hippos - has finally dropped, and we've
got it! « Open Monday to Saturday, 10-5, and Sunday, 10-3 + 250-358-2178 « Facebook
& Instagram * RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Stéphanie Gauvin exhibiting at Studio Connexion

by Art Joyce

Artist Stéphanie Gauvin is
exhibiting her acrylic paintings at
Studio Connexion from July 31 to
August 17, with the opening reception
on August 10, 1-4 pm, during the
Columbia Basin Culture Tour. The
exhibition, titled ‘A Bookmark in

Time,” showcases recent works that
feature the BC landscape, in a style
somewhat reminiscent of the Group
of Seven, with bold juxtapositions
of colour.

Gauvin has been a Kootenay
resident for 30 years, and attending
painting workshops for 18 years, but

otherwise is self-taught. She says she
has always had the artistic impulse,
starting as a child by drawing pictures
of models from fashion magazines.
As an adult, she found artistic ways
of earning an income by painting
murals, designing T-shirts and creating
window decorations. During the past

five years, she has taken up plein air
painting. Creating new works outdoors
is “a very rewarding and meditative
way to study patterns, value, colour,
and atmosphere,” she says. “Areverent
and humbling practice, a great way to
appreciate nature.”

Studio Connexion is located in
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Nakusp at 203 Fifth Ave. NW. The
gallery isopen 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday
to Saturday, however, gallerist Anne
Beliveau is happy to arrange private
showings on request. Contact her at
250-265-8888 or visit her Facebook
page or studioconnexiongallery.com
for more information.

Walter
Autschbach

10. Sept 1935 to
22. July 2024
In the midst of uncertainty and
anxiety caused by forest wild fires that
challenge families and communities
in the Valley, Walter’s family sadly
announces the loss of their beloved
husband, father and grandfather.

Born in the harbingers of World War II as the youngest of nine children,
into a family with firm Christian belief and that lived by the Old Testament,
Walter decided to take his happiness into his own hands and left his family
home at the age of 16 years with a one-way ticket. In spite of being at the
top of his class and wishing for a career as an architect, he first trained as
an accountant. Seeking freedom in life as a young man, he enjoyed ball-
room dancing, men’s choir singing, sports with a focus on high diving and
water rescue, classical music and German poetry. He saved two people from
drowning, which left a life-long impression on him. Walter grew to be a
man with strong humanistic and pacifist conviction, firmly believed in the
power of self-realization, true love and clear communication skills as the
key ingredients for a fulfilled, successful and happy life. He ran his first
marathon in his early 50s, an achievement in which he took great pride, took
abig interest in science fiction, became a great fan of “Star Ship Enterprise”
at the time, and deeply occupied himself in later years with science, history
and the great riddles about space and the beginning of all life.

After a successful career as a trainer for sales and public speaking, Walter
and his wife Inge visited New Denver in the early nineteen nineties. They
immediately fell in love with the lake, the town and the valley and decided
to leave Germany to build their dream log home in New Denver, right by
the lake to live a quiet life close to nature. Simultaneously they got on board
with a group of local investors to help built Retallack Alpine Adventures,
a snow cat skiing operation halfway between New Denver and Kaslo.

During the summers, Walter and Inge enjoyed the lake boating and
swimming. On good days Walter could be seen swimming 3000 ft three
times a day.

He also took great pleasure in his daily walks around town, soon to start
a trend inspiring others to do the same; collecting garbage while walking
the trails.

Walter and Inge loved their life as retirees in New Denver and their dream
home. They busied themselves entertaining friends, having family over for
holidays and going on road trips in Canada and to the US.

In 2019 Walter suffered a stroke and never quite recovered fully after that.
He took his age and his failing health with the courage and resilience he
displayed throughout his life.

After a sudden fall, Walter died short of his 89th birthday, in the early
evening hours on July 22nd, surrounded by his loving family.

Walter will be greatly missed by his wife Inge and their three daughters
Bettina, Ira and Sonja, Walter’s three sons from his first marriage Frank,
Peter and Jochen as well as his six grand-children.

Mondnacht Translation:
Es war, als hdtt’ der Himmel The moonlit night
Die Erde still gekiif3t,, It was like Heaven's glimmer

Dap3 sie im Bliitenschimmer
Von ihm nun trdumen miifit’.
Die Luft ging durch die Felder,
Die Ahren wogten sacht,

Es rauschten leis’ die Weilder,
So sternklar war die Nacht.
Und meine Seele spannte

caressing Terra’s skin,

that in Her blossoms’ shimmer

She had to dream of Him.

The breeze was gently passing
the corn swayed to and fro;
the woods were softly speaking
so clear the starry night.

Weit ihre F lb't'gel aus, And, oh, my soul extended its
Flog durch'dle stillen Lande, wings through skies to roam:
Als fioge sie nach Haus. O’er quiet lands suspended,

my soul was flying home.
- J. v. Eichendorff - Y Siying

Rossland artist Stephanie Gauvin is currently showing at Studio Connexion in Nakusp, until August 17. Check out the show during the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour, August 10 and 11 - the opening reception on August 10, 1-4 pm.

JULY 31 - AUG.17 + STEPHANIE GAUVIN

AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7

* MAUREEN HOWARD

SEPTEMBER 11 - 28 « GRANT WADDELL

Take the
Columbia Basin
Culture Tour
August 10 and 11

submitted

Nearly 100 artists, museums,
art galleries, heritage sites and more
will open their doors to the public
— for free — during the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour. Located in
communities and rural areas
throughout the Columbia Basin,
the 16th annual tour takes place on
Saturday and Sunday, August 10 and
11, from 10 am to 5 pm.

“The people in this region are
immensely creative, and it’s always
a thrill to see the fruits of their
amazing talents,” said Kallee Lins,
Executive Director of the West
Kootenay Regional Arts Council,
which organizes the event. “Through
the Culture Tour, the public gets
to interact with individual artists
and others involved in arts, culture
and heritage in unique ways, enjoy
special events, discover impressive
artistic pieces, and maybe head home
with a cherished item or two.”

A project of the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance, the
Columbia Basin Culture Tour is
supported by Columbia Basin Trust,
with additional support provided by
Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism and
the Province of BC.

With exhibitions, artwork
displays, creative-process
demonstrations and performances,
there is something new to experience
ateach venue. The tour is self-guided
and suitable for all ages.

To learn more about the Culture
Tour, discover the venues and view a
map of locations, visit cbculturetour.
com. Printed copies of the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour directory are
also available around the region in
locations like art galleries, visitors’
centres, chambers of commerce,
hotels and cafés.
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Slocan Valley artist Frantisek
Strouhal’s ‘The Tree of Life’ and
‘The Golden Pear’ will be exhibited
in the prestigious Signature Associate
exhibition of the Federation of
Canadian Arts August 19-September
8. The exhibition takes place at the
Federation Gallery on Granville
Island in Vancouver and can be
viewed online at federationgallery.
com/exhibit/2024 _signature_
associate_exhibition/3790.

This annual exhibition of the
Federation of Canadian Artists not
only highlights the talent within
the Federation but also serves as a
benchmark for artistic excellence.
The rigorous selection process
ensures that only the most outstanding
pieces receive recognition, elevating
the Federation’s reputation in the
art world.

Strouhal says ‘The Tree of Life
‘speaks about our shadows, while
‘The Golden Pear’ emphasizes the
need for gratitude.

Of ‘The Tree of Life,” he says:
“To reach into the sky and branch
out fully, we have to face our internal
darkness. To bring darkness to
light, to go beyond good and evil as
Nietzsche put it, and bring wholeness
to our being: these are the goals of
shadow work. And to do this work
we must dive into the depths of our
dirt where these tendencies have
taken root long ago. Are we brave
enough to accept and work with what
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Two pieces by Frantisek Strouhal selected for prestigious exhibition

we find, or will we let the demons
from our past continue to haunt us?”
Commenting on ‘The Golden
Pear,” he says: “The humblest and
most meaningful way to become
who we are, at one with nature, is
through expressions of gratitude.
To be grateful means to be thankful
for everything we receive, including
those things that previously
triumphed over our egos and our
inflexibility. Occasionally throughout
the day, allowing ourselves to show
appreciation for the little things in
life draws all of creation closer, as
effortlessly as a magnet attracts steel
filings unto itself. So let’s open our
heart and give thanks, graciously
accepting the abundance of all that
breathes new life into our heart.”

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Phase two of a wetland habitat
restoration project is getting
underway at a small-scale certified
organic farm in the Slocan Valley.

Crooked Horn Farm, in
partnership with the Slocan River
Streamkeepers (SRS) and the BC
Wildlife Federation (BCWF), will
restore an area of wetland, riparian,
and floodplain habitat along the
Slocan River.

This will be done by excavating
two shallow wetlands, where
ditches used to be, to improve the
existing wetlands and create higher-
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Tree of Life will be exhibited in the Signature Associate exhibition in Vancouver.

Slocan Valley farm to begin phase two of habitat restoration project

quality wildlife habitats, said Birch
Matkowski, senior field technician
with BCWF.

Crooked Horn Farm and SRS
completed phase one in 2017,
restoring a 0.5-hectare area of the
5.2-hectare farm. The project was
aimed at helping hold water longer
and providing valuable species
habitat.

“[The owners] were delighted to
witness the restoration of ecological
balance to sections of the farm that
had once been wetlands before
being drained and ditched for
farmland,” said Matkowski. “These
areas have rapidly transformed into

thriving habitats for various wildlife,
including frogs, toads, dragonflies,
salamanders, and other creatures.”

Phase two will continue with a
further quarter of a hectare.

“BCWF is working with the SRS
on the second phase... amplifying
collaborative efforts and making this
project a role model for responsible
environmental stewardship within
the community,” said Matkowski.

Located near Winlaw, Crooked
Horn Farm began in 2009. The
owners embrace opportunities to
preserve, conserve, and enhance
natural and sensitive areas on the
farm.

“The owners take great pride in
growing vegetables while respecting
their land, soil, and the creatures they
share this beautiful place with,” said
Matkowski. “Natural spaces will
help keep the soundtrack of their
farm as bird songs, buzzing bees, and
croaking frogs.”

Funding for the project comes
from the Province of BC’s Watershed
Security Fund, the RDCK’s Local
Conservation Fund, and the Slocan
Valley Legacy Fund, as well as in-
kind support from SRS and Crooked
Horn Farm. Okanagan Nation
Alliance and the Sinixt Confederacy
are providing input on the project.
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Wildfires keep New Denver fire department members busy

by Jan McMurray

Local fire departments play an
important role in wildfire response.
They are the first responders when
wildfires start in their areas, and they
help with delivering evacuation alerts
and orders — all while responding to
their regular emergency calls.

New Denver Mayor Casley, long-

time member of the New Denver and
Area Volunteer Fire Department,
described one particularly busy night
recently for department members.
On the evening of July 24, the
department mustered at the New
Denver fire hall to prepare to issue
evacuation orders to Silverton
residents — and then they were

joldhamfinehomes.ca

“When You Want It Done Right”’

New[Houses RerfalllyouriNew]Homel
m-. (Constructionf&IGeneral

Contact Jesse Oldham ¢ Joldhamfinehomes.ca
(licenced HPO Builder)
(cell # 250 551 2593) » Jesseoldham@hotmail.ca

notified that a fire had just started
near the golf course.

“We rushed out to assess the
situation and called BCWS for
assistance,” Casley said.

BCWS responded with two
crews. Some of the New Denver
members stayed behind to help
BCWS with the fire, and others went
on to issue the Silverton evacuation
orders.

“Our sprinkler trailer came
in handy!” Casley said. “We set
up sprinklers to defend the two
structures in the vicinity — the
Maxinuk farmhouse and Myles’
house — and then continued to set
up sprinklers, bladders and assist
BCWS. We ran two tankers all night
long.”

But as the night rolled on, things
were not looking good, he said. “So
we had a conversation with IH about
removing Pavilion residents to a

safer location while there was still
lots of highway access.”

Two New Denver fire department
members went to assist with the
evacuation of the Pavilion residents.
Then Rosebery residents on East
Wilson Creek Road needed to be
given evacuation orders and the
rest of Rosebery had to be given
evacuation alerts.

“We continued through the night
until others could come and assist in
the morning,” he said. “In a situation
like this, when we have half our
district that we protect under threat,
it’s bigger than we can handle on our
own. It takes a lot of agencies to pull
these things off.”

Casley expressed appreciation
for the assistance from the Kaslo
fire chief, Kaslo and Nakusp Search
& Rescue teams, and the RCMP
that night.

Casley says when the emergency

is over, there are big conversations
we need to have as a community.
“Doing nothing is not an option. We
have to manage the fuel load,” he
said. “It doesn’t mean clearcutting
the planet, but we have to take out
some trees and we have to take
responsibility as landowners. And we
have to think about access.”

He says fire breaks, built by
local loggers at the Wilson Creek
fire and from Carpenter Creek to
Silverton Creek and in behind Red
Mountain Road, “need to stay and be
maintained by the communities in our
area—not the RDCK or the Province.
It’s in our interest to maintain them.”

Casley said BCWS is always
criticized for not bringing in locals
to help with firefighting, but in this
case, they brought in loggers from
Nakusp to Castlegar to Salmo, and
they did an amazing job building
those machine guards.

Briar Edward Breeze Novitski

Thank you so much to all of you who organized and attended Briar’s
Celebration of Life at Nelson’s Lakeside Park on Sunday, July 14", 2024.

The loving appreciations for Briar you expressed at the open mic were
beautiful and heartbreaking. We were enormously moved by the grief and love
experienced by so many whose lives he touched.

Over three hundred came. Briar would have been absolutely bowled over to
see what a huge impact he made on his community, but we saw his optimism,
humour, intelligence, dogged determination to succeed, and idiosyncratic style
sense. He was so committed to improving at basketball that he often woke at
5:30 to catch the early bus so he could practice for an hour before school. He
lived by his own code: don’t just talk about it, do it. At sixteen he was really
coming into his own, excelling at sports and academics and charging ahead
with plans and excitement. He treasured his trip to Japan last year and looked
forward to living there. We were so pleased to watch Briar begin to emerge as
aman. It is incomprehensible that we’ll never see him again.

Briar would be proud to know that we’re planning a basketball bursary
and a tournament in his name. gofundme.com/briar-novitski

Please share with us photos and videos you took at Briar’s Celebration of
Life and your anecdotes about him at briarnovitski.ca

There’s a bittersweet irony when we celebrate someone’s life when they’re
no longer here to appreciate how much they meant to us. Let’s change that.
Make sure your parents, your children, your friends know how much you love
them every day.

Take a leaf from Briar’s book and just do it.

In love and grief,
Paul, Tanya, and Callum

In the spirit of community pulling together during this devastating wildfire season, New Denver’s brand new CAO, Ash Alam, decided we needed
a community appreciation dinner. KSCU provided funding for the food, and volunteer chefs and servers quickly organized to make it happen.
About 150 people showed up on very little notice to the Bosun Hall on August 3 for a wonderful chicken alfredo dinner with delectable desserts
baked by resident Linda Kalbun - but most importantly, to be together in community. Pictured here are the volunteer servers.

Power out for
safety south of

Silverton
by Jan McMurray

The power had to go out for
all properties south of Silverton to
Enterprise Creek because of the Aylwin
Creek/Komonko Creek fires.

As of July 31, power to all Red
Mountain Road properties had been
restored, but Hwy 6 from the south end
of Red Mountain to the end of the hydro
line in the Enterprise Creek area was
still off limits at press time, August 5.

BC Hydro received a call from
BC Wildfire Service on July 24 with a
request to de-energize the line for safety
reasons, BC Hydro’s Sue Edgell told
the Valley Voice.

Only a small number of properties
were affected July 24, but the outage
was expanded in the following days to
include all properties south of Silverton
to Enterprise Creek.

“The power lines were taken down
at the request of BC Wildfire so their
tree fallers could remove burned, dead
and dangerous trees safely that are
located in close proximity to our power
lines,” Edgell explained.

Crews took down the lines starting
Friday, July 26 and continued working
over the weekend and into the following
week.

“There is no guarantee at this
time the customers restored will not
be without power in the future as we
cannot predict fire activity,” Edgell
cautioned.
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Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information

CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground,
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park — Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. Arestful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground - New Denver

250-358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn rightimmediately
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service,
pets on leash and seasonal tourist/information booth. For reservations, please
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6.

A26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites.
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Valhalla Pines Campground - Vallican

250-226-7796

ValhallaPines.com

info@valhallapines.com

4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available.
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants,
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack — Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm.
Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). Choose a homemade
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu!
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618

1-800-663-0100

arrowlakeslodge.com

Box 717, Nakusp, VOG 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider — Nakusp

250-265-7044

BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am.
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & off-sales. Open 7 days a week. Break-
fast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com * reservations@kaslohotel.com « 250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.-Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools,
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters
and fresh mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene
riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful
Arrow Lake. Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com

www.privatehotsprings.com

bookings@privatehotsprings.com

Facebook: hotsprings escape

Instagram: privathotspringscombc

250-448-6111

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com

1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room, which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver.
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes -
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro
Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

Kaslo Golf Course — Kaslo

Kaslogolf.org

250-353-2262

kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green &
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts
available. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888

203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre,
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery.
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community
gallery showcases a different regional artist every week, June 18-September 1.
The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list
of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley
Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site — New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

ANational Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30,
10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site — Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship,
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum - Meadow Creek

Museum.lvhs@gmail.com

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. Visit
the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the
Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum
collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and places of
North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. Open weekends
mid-June to mid-September.

THINGS TO DO

Jennifer Chocolates — Nakusp

jenniferchocolates.com

250-265-1799

Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop!
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we're just off main
street, walk north on 4th Ave!

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-
Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre — Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures — clothing,
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and
lessons — mid May to Oct. Think outside...no box required.

KOOTENAY CATAMARAN - Slocan

250-551-8300

skorbotmex@gmail.com

Sailing Lessons: Three-lesson masterclass with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail
Tour southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks, river
float tube for three. Capt. Dave. Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, Mexico.
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submitted by Province of BC

To hear from people in Columbia
Basin communities, engagement on the
Columbia River Treaty agreement-in-
principle will begin this summer.

On July 11, the Government
of Canada and the United States
announced that they have reached
an agreement-in-principle (AIP) on
the key elements of a modernized
Columbia River Treaty. This milestone
follows six years of negotiations
and, on the Canadian side, has been
informed by more than a decade of
BC government engagement with
Indigenous Nations, local governments
and Columbia Basin residents. Now
that an AIP is in place, the Province of
BC will engage again with the people
of the basin to describe the AIPand seek
their feedback.

The engagement will initially focus
on providing information about the
AIP and answering questions received
throughout the summer to help people
understand what the AIP includes and
how it compares to the original treaty.
A video featuring representatives on
the Canadian negotiation delegation
explaining these details will be released
in early August. A summary of the
AIP and answers to frequently asked
questions are available on the B.C.
Columbia River Treaty website: https://
engage.gov.bc.ca/columbiarivertreaty/
agreement-in-principle/. Additional
resources and updates will be shared
over the coming weeks.

In early September 2024, the
Province will host a virtual information
session, providing another opportunity
for the public to learn about the AIP,
ask questions and share feedback.
A recording of the session will be
available afterward for those unable to
attend or who wish to watch it again.

Following the information session,
the Province is planning to hold a
series of community meetings in the
Basin. The engagement taking place
over the coming months provides an
opportunity for the public to share
how they see their interests reflected
in the AIP and learn about next steps
for implementing a modernized treaty.

Throughout this process, the
Province will connect regularly with
the Columbia River Treaty Local
Governments Committee and the
Columbia Basin Regional Advisory
Committee. Both committees are
composed of representatives from
across the Basin who have been
providing suggestions and advice to the
Province for more than 10 years about
what an improved treaty could include.

More details about engagement
activities will be shared as they become
available, including dates, times and
registration information for the online
information session and in-person
community meetings. Stay up to date
by following @ColumbiaRiverTreaty
on Facebook and @CRTreaty on X/
Twitter, visiting the BC Columbia
River Treaty website and subscribing
to the BC Columbia River Treaty
newsletter: https://news.gov.bc.ca/
subscribe?newsletters=columbia-
river-treaty

As this engagement takes place,
both countries will begin the process
of drafting amended treaty text that
reflects what is outlined in the AIP.
Feedback from the public will inform
this process. Once a modernized treaty
has been drafted, it will need to be
approved by the BC government and
ratified by the Canadian and US federal
governments. There is no set date for
when a modernized treaty will come
into effect. However, both countries
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Public engagement begins on Columbia River Treaty agreement-in-principle

have committed to getting it in place
as soon as possible.

Members of the public are
encouraged to share feedback,

comments and questions about
the treaty and the AIP by emailing
columbiarivertreaty @gov.bc.ca or by
writing to: Columbia River Treaty
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Team, Ministry of Energy, Mines
and Low Carbon Innovation, PO Box
9314 Stn Prov Govt., Victoria, BC
VEW 9NI.

Inaugural volunteer firefighter recruitment training

submitted by the RDCK

The new recruitment program
for volunteer firefighters to serve
on local RDCK fire departments
has proven to be a major success. In
light of the program’s success, the
RDCK Fire Service is now accepting
applications for the second session this
fall. Applications are being accepted
through August 26 at noon.

The inaugural group included 50
recruits.

“Our new volunteer recruits have
successfully met the high standards set
forth and we are excited to welcome
them to our ranks,” said Tristan Fehst,
Acting RDCK Regional Fire Chief.

During the accelerated process,
recruits underwent an intensive training
regimen designed to prepare them for
the diverse challenges they will face in
the line of duty on local volunteer fire
departments. The program included
rigorous physical conditioning,
classroom instruction, and hands-on
experience with firefighting equipment
and techniques. Recruits also received
specialized training in emergency
medical response, hazardous materials
handling, and community outreach. Each
recruit successfully met the stringent
training standards set by the service
and the BC Structure Fire Minimum
Training Standards, ensuring they are
fully prepared to serve their communities
effectively.

Wildfire training is not part of the
initial training, but comes later as part
of their continued education.

“The dedication from the new

recruits was impressive,” said Dan
Zayac, RDCK Regional Training
Officer. “I deeply appreciate the time and
commitment they put in for preparing to
serve our communities.”

The RDCK Fire Service is comprised
of 16 volunteer fire departments operating
out of 17 fire stations throughout the
region. The new volunteer firefighters
have each joined their community’s
fire department to continue their
education and development. The 16 fire
departments include Crescent Valley,
Passmore, Winlaw, Slocan, Kaslo,
Balfour-Harrop, Beasley, Blewett, North
Shore, Ootischenia, Pass Creek, Riondel,
Robson, Tarrys, Yahk, and Ymir.

Aspiring volunteers who are

passionate about public service and
eager to make a difference in their
community are encouraged to apply for
the upcoming session. The recruitment
process will include an open house
information session, application, and
interview. Selected candidates will
have the opportunity to join the next
training program, set to commence on
September 25. The training program
ensures that all recruits meet the high
standards necessary to serve as effective
and reliable volunteer firefighters.

For more information about the
recruitment process and to apply,
visit www.rdck.ca/volunteer, email
fireadmin@rdck.bc.ca, or contact
Leanne at 250-352-1570.

Indigenous efforts to restore
salmon to the Upper Columbia

submitted

Nestled in the heart of the Pacific
Northwest, the Columbia River, once hailed
as the greatest salmon-producing river in
the world, hasn’t seen a significant spawn
in its upper portion for 85 years. However,
Indigenous-led salmon restoration efforts
are currently underway to try to change that.

Since the construction of the Grand
Coulee Dam in 1939, salmon have been
blocked from returning to the Canadian
portion of the Upper Columbia River.
Despite this, Indigenous Nations have
remained committed to the goal of salmon
reintroduction. Five years ago,Bringing
the Salmon Home: the Columbia River
Salmon Reintroduction Initiative was
launched. This initiative, led by the Syilx
Okanagan Nation, Secwépemc Nation and
Ktunaxa Nation, is in partnership with the
Government of Canada and the Province
of British Columbia, with support from
Columbia Basin Trust. The initiative
aims to reintroduce salmon to Indigenous
food, social and ceremonial needs, as well
as to benefit the region’s residents and
ecosystems.

Insupport of this initiative, the Bringing
the Salmon Home Transboundary Tour was

launched on May 24 and 25 this year. This
event united hundreds of people at the
river’s headwaters in the East Kootenay
to raise awareness about the historical and
ecological significance of the Columbia
River and the importance of salmon
reintroduction. The tour, under the banner,
‘It takes ariver of people to bring the salmon
home,’ highlights the collaborative efforts
involved in this significant project.

The launch included the unveiling of
a Bringing the Salmon Home mural by
Ktunaxa artist Darcy Luke at Yakisghuk
First Nation, Windermere, and a Tri-Nation
ceremonial salmon fry release in Invermere,
where people participated in releasing
salmon fry into the lake. The following day
featured special presentations and cultural
performances took place at Raven’s Nest,
overlooking the Columbia River wetlands,
north of Fairmont Hot Springs.

Following the tour launch,
discussions with high school students and
a community film screening of ‘Bringing
the Salmon Home’ were held at Golden
Secondary School on May 27. A series of
Transboundary Tour activities are planned
over the coming year.

Learn more at columbiariversalmon.ca.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SJOEKIE BARBER AND IAN
STOKES welcome to the world
Corbin Moss Stokes, born July 20 at
the Nelson Hospital.

BARRY BARKER AND DONNA HICKS
are pleased to announce the marriage of
their daughter, Margaret Ellen Rainbow
Barker, and Erik Layne Nelson. The wedding
took place in the rose garden of St. Albert
Botanical Gardens in St. Albert, Alberta
on July 21, 2024. The happy couple were
surrounded by close family and friends.
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

I CLASSIFIED ADS I 15

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only $20.
e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @gmail.
com with contact info, or mail $20 cheque
to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.
FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud owner
of the Valley Voice and a quaint building on
the main street of New Denver. The paper is
well loved and respected, still going strong
after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. We
would stay as long or as little as you need
us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
GOSPELLIGHT CHAPEL, New Denver:
Please join us for a time of Celebration,
encouragement, coffee at tea, at Gospel Light
Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 am! jeffzak799@
gmail.com, - 250-352-5007, Pastor Jeff.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates -
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET
— Cancelled for now due to fires and
evacuation order.

NAKUSP FARMERS MARKET AGM:
August 10, 2:30 pm at the gazebo in the
park. All vendors welcome to attend.
SQUARE DANCING - August 24 and
November 9 at the Bosun Hall (7-9 pm).

The September 14 date has been cancelled.

EDUCATION
HAND DRUMMERS: ‘Guide for
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’
music manual at Ravens Nest, New Denver;
Otter Books & Eddy Music, Nelson; featuring
Kootenay and West African musicians; info
Stephen Lones 250-352-2772.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
CO-OPERATIVE SPACE in Nakusp.
Odette’s Wellness Centre. Rooms for rent:
private/shared, daily-monthly rates. Wellness/
medical practitioners. Opening this fall. www.
odettesskincare.com. 250-870-1629.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°, 15°,20°,
24°,40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s,4 x 4’s,
6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 157- 18” wide
with live edges. 1/2” thick. Ideal for counter
tops, picnic tables, benches, etc. Reasonable
prices. Phone 250-358-7796. Leave message
with details. Hills.
CUSTOM FLOWER ESSENCES from
local wilderness and organic gardens.
Intuitive light worker helping people and
animals for over 15 years. 250-226-7730.
70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.
250-358-2756.
DO YOU WANT TO WRITE for the
Valley Voice? We want to connect with you!
We’d like to hear from seasoned writers,
inexperienced writers, older people, young

people and everyone in between. If you’ve
ever thought writing for the VV would be
fun, please send an email to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

LUNCH COOK/EVENTS
COORDINATOR wanted by the Healthy
Community Society of the North Slocan
Valley. The positions could be filled by one
or two people. Lunch cook to prepare and
serve lunch two or three times per week
at Lucerne School. Events Coordinator to
organize events such as Harvest Fest, Harvest
Dinner, Earth Day. For job descriptions,
email hesnnorthslocanvalley @gmail .com.
Please send cover letter and resume to
hesnorthslocanvalley@gmail.com by Friday,
August 23 at 5 pm.

HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm,401 Galena Ave. Contact
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or Gina, 640-
340-2186.
GOLD RING LOST IN THE KOHAN
while performing Shakespeare by the Shore
on June 27. It has great sentimental value for
my mom so please return - thank you! 250-
T77-4291 or pats.mclaughlin@gmail .com.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings
can help. For information on AA: in New
Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-
4216; Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: New
Denver, 250-551-4043; 778-549-3110. For
AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including any
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can
receive free, confidential support by calling
the Sexual Assault Anti-Violence Line 24/7
at 250-354-4357 or go directly to your local
emergency room for confidential care (in
Kaslo please call Community Based Victim’s
Services at 250-353-7691).

PERSONALS

MID ’50s ATTACHED MAN looking to
build connections for friendship and more.

Please contact ootshouse@imail.com

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life results
with games-based training. Have fun, learn
lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
ATE ]
LOOKING FOR APIECE OF LAND with
water $100,000 or a small fixer-up house in
New Denver area. Lance Sage. gsagelance@
gmail.com. 778-533-0913. Thank you!
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore,
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 10+
years experience. Cars, trucks, boats. Full
interior and exterior. Wash, wax, vaccum
and conditioning. 778-774-8665.
LINDSTEIN LAWN CARE: Serving New
Denver area. Lawn mowing, string trimming,
pruning, branch removal, small tree removal.
Call 250-777-26117.
WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,

Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old metal
signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0

PAUL’'S HOME RENOS
Five Years Roofing and
Building Experience
No job is too small
Please Call Paul: Cell: 250 505 9748
Email: pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES;
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

TSBC LEL0213780

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.

FOUNDATIONS « ROOFING « RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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by Art Joyce

Harmony Festival in Slocan
faced an unusually challenging
situation for its second year — the
closure of Highway 6 due to wildfires
and evacuations north of the village.
But organizer Lisa Parente pressed
on, determined to provide a haven
of joy in troubled times. Parente was
expecting a good turnout following
the success of last year’s festival, but
understandably, the highway closure
and smoke kept many away.

“The night before the festival, I
was faced with a difficult decision
and decided to go ahead with the
festival and donate the profits to fire
relief. I myself was on evacuation
alert that weekend. People made their
own choices to attend — we were not
interfering with fire interventions and

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Summer Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

no agency told us we could not gather
safely. The highlight was witnessing
evacuee families from Silverton
dancing and laughing. I was happy
to have provided that space for
community support for evacuees and
for those on alert.”

Parente produces the event as
part of the Treehugger Retreats and
Events Society, whose mission,
among other things, is to support
local artists. Most of the performers
were from Slocan, others from the
Slocan Valley, and three groups from
Nelson, Castlegar and Salmo. Local
performers “The Rainbow Hippos’
performed while on evacuation
order from the Mulvey Creek fire.
Children’s programming included
a crafting tent with free face paints,
hula-hoops and a bouncy castle.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCRY)

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

PHOTO CREDIT: LISA PARENTE

New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

COMMUNITY
Harmony Festival disrupted by wildfires but carries on

There were plans for water games,
including paddleboard jousting,
but the volunteer coordinator was
prevented from attending by the
highway closure.

Support for the festival was

provided by a ReDI grant, Village of
Slocan, CBT, Slocan Village Market,
NDCU, Terus Construction, Shady
Spaces, Trowelex Rentals and Sales
and other local small businesses.
“We plan to try again next

The Valley Voice August 8,2024

year,” says Parente. “We also are
considering changing the date to two
weeks earlier so as to hopefully avoid
a smoky gathering.”

For more information, visit
Harmony Festival’s Facebook page.

The Rainbow Hippos - Julia, Joyee, Martine, Uma and Eve - performed while on evacuation order from the Mulvey Creek fire at Harmony Festival July 20.

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

STUMP GRINDING

AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote:
250-353-2414

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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by Art Joyce

Fiction — whether in books or film
- not only feeds the spirit, it gives us
a refreshing diversion from stressful
times. Dylan “Dr.” Funk, resident of
Elkford whose in-laws live in Kaslo,
has just released the first in a planned
series of fantasy novels, Gods-Forged.

Gods-Forged follows Elyra, a
sorcerer’s apprentice, “on the run
from a one-eyed demon after rescuing
a heretical prophet who claims to be
chosen by the gods. She thinks he’s
mad, but his visions hold the key
to their survival. There’s only one
certainty: if he dies, so does she. If he
lives, the world will end.”

Funk was educated at the
University of Waterloo and received
an honours degree in mathematical
physics in 2016. But it turned out that
fantasy was more suited to Funk’s

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

I COMMUNITY
First-time author releases fantasy novel for planned series

nature than physics.

“This series started when I realized
I didn’t have the passion for a career in
physics. Stories have always fascinated
me, and [ find endless joy in building
worlds, and the history, people, and
magic in them. The world I built for
this series kept calling to me, and so
I’ve come back to finish it.”

Future novels in the fantasy/cosmic
horror series will all preface the title
with ‘Gods,” with plans for three more
books. Gods-Forged is Funk’s first
published novel, but he’s been writing
for about 11 years now, teaching
himself through “tricks and inspiration
from stories I've read over the years.”
Some of his world building comes from
history, some from other fantasy and
sci-fi stories, and some from applied
physics and math principles from his
university days.

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

As with many authors in the genre,
Funk was inspired by J.R.R. Tolkien
“for the stunning worlds he built,”

HGG pauses

submitted

The Hidden Garden Gallery is
pausing its shows for now in light
of uncertainties due to the wildfires.

“We remain hopeful that
conditions will subside, and we will
continue bringing you creativity
and diversity when it is reasonable
to do so. We remain committed to
helping artists grow and we know
you remain committed to supporting
the arts. In the meantime, please
keep supporting each other and
those who are working so hard to
keep our communities safe,” says a
statement released by the HGG board

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

and Douglas Adams, author of the
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy series,
“for his witty prose and humour.” Aless

art exhibits

of directors.

The board says it acknowledges
the challenging times our region has
been facing and is honoured to be
part of a community that has shown
such spirit and resilience despite the
circumstances.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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direct mentor for Funk is classic horror
writer H.P. Lovecraft, whose writing
led to the ‘cosmic horror’ genre.

Gods-Forged is being published
by Champagne Book Group, and
is currently available as an e-book
through Amazon, Kobo, Nook, and the
publisher’s website. Print copies will be
available to order later on.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts

Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified
Mobile Service Available
Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.
250-551-8605
alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
July 19,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

FREE drop off all
scrap metals,
appliances
NO FRIDGES,
FREEZERS
Free used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan
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Emergency
preparedness in

the Kootenays

by Brittny Anderson, MLA for
Nelson-Creston and Parliamentary
Secretary for Tourism

Three weeks ago, I traveled
to the communities of Silverton,
New Denver, and Nakusp in my
role as Parliamentary Secretary of
Tourism. I was joined by Corrine
Bundschuh, the new Emergency
Management Specialist for Kootenay
Rockies Tourism. Our goal was
to connect with local government
representatives, staff, and tourism
operators to discuss emergency
preparedness.

The timing could not have been
more auspicious. As we left Nakusp
late Thursday night, we watched fires
start across the lake as lightning was
striking all around us. We had no idea
how all of our communities would be
impacted by this event, but we knew
it would not be good.

On Monday, I connected with
Mayor Leonard Casley and CAO
Ashraf Alam from New Denver,
as well as Mayor Tanya Gordon
and Councillor Leah Main from
Silverton. We had the opportunity to
touch on important topics including
the importance of coordinated
communication efforts during
emergencies.

We toured through the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre, led
by the incredible Ruby, who was
a wealth of knowledge. It is so
important to learn and share these
stories from this dark time in our
history.

Next, I connected with Abi
Marsh and Gerald Wagner at the
Adventure Domes in New Denver.
As well as the Silvery Slocan
Museum. They have truly done
an amazing job at preserving our
fascinating local history. We stopped
in at the Silverton General Store and
met with Danika Hammond and her
team who have been working so hard
to restore the space and create diverse
offerings for the public.

Tuesday, we chatted with the
operators of Halcyon Hot Springs

about their busy summer season
and the opportunities for emergency
planning and their role in the
community.

Next up was a stop at Studio
Connexion Art Gallery, where we
met the amazing Anne-Elizabeth
Béliveau. Anne curates stunning
local and Canada-wide paintings
from around 31 different artists.

We also met with the Rosebery-
Bonanza-Summit Trail Alliance. A
huge thank you to Wendy and Mike
for taking the time to talk to us about
trail connectivity and recreational
tourism.

Our last stop for the day was
the Singletrack 6 Final, where we
had the opportunity to chat with
folks from around the world and
congratulate them on completing
a challenging six-day bike tour
through the Kootenays.

On Wednesday, I met with the
Nakusp and District Museum; a
huge shoutout to Sharon and Barb,
who led our tour, as well as a big
thank you to Shirley, Molly and
Krista, who pour so much love into
preserving and sharing our history.
I also connected with Brenda and
Jody Scott, of Valley of the Springs
Winery. We discussed the highs and
lows of this past growing season,
and opportunities for agritourism,
all against the beautiful backdrop of
their family farm.

Next up was a meeting with
Mike Riediger, where we talked
about economic development, the
importance of local trails, and the
future of tourism in Nakusp.

I was also very excited to
connect with Mayor Tom Zeleznik,
Councillors Tina Knooihuizen and
Dolly Edwards, and CAO Wayne
Robinson. We had some fantastic
conversations about tourism in
the region, and opportunities for
sustainable growth.

I am so thankful for all of the
conversations and connections made
these past days. I want to give a
huge shoutout to Kootenay Rockies
Tourism and especially to Chris
McCurry, Lynn Shortt, and Corrine
Bundschuh for joining us in these
conversations and making these
important connections.

In each meeting on this trip,

e
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we discussed where organizations
and businesses were at with their
planning, including how they
could support residents during an
emergency, what steps they would
take if they were hosting guests
during an emergency, and their plans
for safely moving art or historical
collections during an emergency.

I want to remind all tourism
operators in our region — if you are
not currently under an evacuation
order or alert, now is the time to
ensure you are prepared in case of a
future emergency.

Right now, my staff and I are in
daily contact with local governments,
especially the RDCK team and
Chair Aimee Watson, as well as

management at the BC Wildfire
Service. I've also been in direct
contact with Bowinn Ma, the Minister
of Emergency Management and
Climate Readiness, other Ministers,
as well as their Chiefs of Staff.
Thank you to those who have
reached out with constructive
feedback — rest assured that we
are passing it on to the appropriate
people. Please continue to follow
the directions of RDCK staff and the
BC Wildfire Service in order to keep
yourself and your family safe and to
lessen the impact on the community.
To stay up to date about
evacuation alerts and orders, as well
as support and lodgings for evacuees,
please go directly to rdck.ca or call

them at 250-352-7701.

For information regarding
wildfire progress and fire crew
efforts, please go to BCWildfire.ca
or call the Southeast Fire Centre at
250-365-4040.

I would like to end by giving a
huge heartfelt thank you to all the
firefighters, support staff, and local
governments who are working hard
to keep our communities safe.

Let’s do everything we can to
show the fire crews how much we
appreciate their hard work. If you are
able to put up a sign, I'm sure they
would appreciate it.

Together, we will get through
this.

Silverton Councillor Leah Main, MLA Brittny Anderson, New Denver Mayor Leonard Casley, Emergency Management Specialist Corrine

Bundschuh, Silverton Mayor Tanya Gordon.

Changes to Electric Vehicle charging station fees

submitted

Drivers who charge an electric
vehicle (EV) at FortisBC Inc.’s
(FortisBC) charging stations will soon
see a change in how the total amount
they pay is calculated. Instead of
paying a per-minute cost for charging
an EV, customers will pay based on the
actual amount of electricity they use.

“Using energy-based rates ensures
that all drivers pay the same rate for
the electricity they use regardless
of charging speed,” said George
Thompson, EV Infrastructure and
Investment Manager. “Supporting
customers who are choosing low- and
zero-carbon options for transportation
is one of the ways FortisBC is helping
to reduce overall greenhouse gas
emissions in our province.”

Under the new energy-based rates,
drivers will pay $0.39 per kilowatt
hour (kWh) at all stations beginning
August 1,2024.

FortisBC has charging stations
in Nakusp, New Denver and Kaslo.
Drivers currently pay $0.26 per minute
to charge up at the 50-kilowatt stations
and $0.54 to charge at the 100-kW
stations. Starting August 1, all drivers
will pay $0.39 per kilowatt hour, so
they’ll pay based on the actual amount
of electricity they use instead of the
time they spend charging.

This change implements the British
Columbia Utilities Commission’s
(BCUC) approval of FortisBC’s
application to move from time-based
to energy-based rates at all 22 of its EV
fast charging locations, and is in line
with other public charging services
in BC.

The BCUC decision also gives
FortisBC the option to implement in
the future an idling charge of $0.40
per minute for vehicles that remain

at charging stations more than five
minutes after the EV has finished
charging. This could help reduce the
time other customers have to wait to
use a charging station during busy
periods.

Investing in low- and zero-
carbon transportation vehicles and
infrastructure is one of the ways
FortisBC is working to reduce overall
greenhouse gas emissions in support
of the Province’s climate action goals,
including their commitment to reach
net zero by 2050, as laid out in the
CleanBC Roadmap to 2030.

FortisBC currently owns and
operates 42 Direct-Current Fast

Charging Stations at 22 sites across
its electricity service area in BC’s
Southern Interior. This includes
higher-powered 100-kilowatt (kW)
chargers, which can charge faster
than the standard 50-kW chargers.
Since opening its first public charging
station in 2018, more and more drivers
have been using FortisBC’s charging
stations each year. In 2023, drivers
charged up their vehicles 38% more
often than in 2022.

For more information about
FortisBC’s EV charging stations and
its ongoing efforts to promote low-
and zero-carbon transportation, visit
fortisbc.com/ev.

Check your address in RDCK
system to prepare for new 911

system

submitted by RDCK

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) is improving data
on addresses and roads throughout
the region ahead of the Next
Generation 911 program rollout out
in 2025.

The existing 911 system was
designed in an era of landline
telephones and assumes that calls
are coming from a known address.
Today, most calls originate from
mobile devices without fixed
addresses.

Across Canada, systems are
being updated in preparation for
Next Generation 911 (NG911),
which will replace the legacy
analogue infrastructure with IP-
based technology. It will create a
faster, more resilient system that
allows digital information (e.g.,
voice, real-time text, and eventually
video calling) to flow seamlessly

from the public to 911.

All residences in the RDCK
require a civic address that is
registered in the RDCK database
to ensure emergency services can
quickly find you and potential
evacuations are efficient. The RDCK
may be reaching out to residents
to initiate address changes where
required, but is asking residents to
be proactive and to confirm they have
a correct address within the RDCK
database. If your address does not
appear on the web map at www.
rdck.ca/911Services, 911 does not
have your address and you should
apply for one.

Visit www.rdck.ca/911Services
for the map and more details on
the initiative. You can also visit any
RDCK office (Nakusp, Nelson and
Creston). For more information,
email the RDCK GIS department at
maps@rdck.bc.ca.
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Salvage logging not good for nature, webinar panelists say

by Moe Lyons

Salvage logging — industrially
logging forests that have been disturbed
by wildfire or insects — was discussed at
a webinar organized by Conservation
North onJuly 15. The panelists generally
took a very critical view of salvage
logging, which they said should
be referred to as Post-Disturbance
Logging, or PDL. Salvage implies
saving something, they said, but current
practice is interested only in saving the
economic value of the wood. They all
agreed many other values need to be
considered, and different approaches
need to be taken.

Panelists included a Dakelh strategic
advisor, an independent ecologist
with expertise in old-growth ecology
and forestry management, a forest
entomologist (insects), a plant ecologist,
and the chief scientist of the Geos
Institute in Oregon.

Seraphine Munroe, from a
hereditary traditional Dakelh territory
known as the Maiyoo Keyoh near the
community of Fort St. James, said she
welcomed the opportunity to listen and
learn from the other panelists because
their insights would help her and other
Indigenous people to care for the land.

Dr. Karen Price, independent
ecologist who has researched old-growth
ecology and forestry management for
25 years, said she agrees that salvage
logging can be justified by economics
— but there is no ecological reason for it.

In terms of biodiversity, salvage
logging actually decreases species
diversity, she said, while fire has many
positive effects. Dead trees have more
microhabitats than live trees. Many trees
survive,and many plants and cones have
seeds whose growth is encouraged by
fire. Morels and other mushrooms thrive.
Woodpeckers love the dead trees, and
many other birds use snags as perches.
If you leave the burned forest alone, you
get young natural stands. These are rare
and valuable, and less than 10% in most
ecosystems, she said.

While the current perception is that
salvage allows quicker reforestation
and tree planting will improve carbon
sequestration, Price says disturbed

forests continue to store carbon and there
is no need to plant. Unplanted stands
regenerate as well as planted stands in
sub-boreal forests post-wildfires. She
says taking out the burned trees and
planting does not compensate for the
loss of the removed trees.

Another common perception is that
salvage logging will discourage fires.
She says on the contrary, it increases fine
and coarse fuels, providing an increased
risk of fire. “Salvage logging does not
prevent subsequent disturbances and
may increase their likelihood,” she said.

How do we plan after a fire? She
says we need to make a long list of
values and services the forest offers,
of which timber is only one. After
a fire, a “special restoration zone”
should be set aside and left alone or
helped minimally, ideally 50% of
the land base. Consideration needs
to be given to factors such as moose
population, overall habitat, riparian
zones and cultural values. Let nature
restore herself, avoid post-disturbance
harvesting, and avoid standard planting.

Dr. Phil Burton, botanist, plant
ecologist and co-author of the book
Salvage Logging and its Ecological
Consequences, talked about salvaging
for ecological integrity. Disturbed
forests, he states, still offer important
hydrological protection and carbon
storage. “This is not bare ground with
snow and rain hitting unprotected soils.”

He says we need always to make
a values check: What is the land use
or resource emphasis context? In
parks, protected areas, and old-growth
management areas, there should be no
salvage logging: let the natural processes
take over. In special management
zones, there should usually be no
salvage logging, and if it takes place, it
should target dead trees only. He says
careful site-level considerations need
to be looked at. Different levels of burn
severity need different approaches. For
example, if there is high or adequate
understory, cutting and planting are not
needed for rapid forest recovery. He
says there is one simple rule: Do not
cutthe living, green trees. Partial cutting
can reduce or even avoid net carbon

losses to the atmosphere compared to
clearcutting.

He says we should avoid rushed
planning and road building. It is
preferable to wait a year or two and
deliver careful road layout construction
and water management. He emphasizes
there needs to be a minimum threshold
of damage required when issuing
salvage permits, and salvaging green
timber should not be permitted.

Northern and Western conifer
forests are resilient, he declares. They
don’tneed our help. Salvage logging can
be in fact a double hit for these forests.

Dr. Diana Six focuses primarily on
bark beetle ecology and forest adaptation
to climate change. She says these bug
infestations may in fact help forests
adapt to changing climate. She says bark
beetles are among the most important
natural disturbance agents in conifers.
They are selective, and natural selection
is the primary mechanism of adaptation.
The trees that survive are organisms
better suited and more likely to survive
and pass on the genes that led to their
success. Planting introduces species that
are not survivors and don’t belong in the
ecosystem, instead of leaving the forest
to regenerate itself. Bark beetles are,
she concludes, a “big natural selection
agent helping our forests to adapt to
the future.”

Dr. Six says we need to: leave the
green trees so they can pass on the
survivor genes; leave the grey trees to
support seedlings and saplings; leave
the small trees to give them a chance to
build future forests; and avoid clearcuts
and replanting because they wipe out
resilience and adaptation.

The webinar wound up with a
presentation entitled ‘Out of the Fire and
into the Frying Pan: Post-Disturbance
Logging Degrades Fire-Adapted Forests’
by Dr. Dominick DellaSala, President
and Chief Scientist of the Geos Institute
in Ashland, Oregon and President of the
Society for Conservation Biology, North
America Section.

DellaSala says in severely burned
patches, we see the highest biodiversity.
However, he says, current wisdom is:
“Money grows on dead trees.” Once

Post-disturbance logging at the site of the Octopus Creek fire on the Arrow Lakes near Tate Creek.

there has been a fire, forest companies
can bypass reviews, cut and move on.
This practice is based on the assumption
that the next fire or insect outbreak has
been prevented. But this approach denies
the concept of circular succession.

“Everything is connected,” says
DellaSala, “and logging breaks the
ecological bank.” Salvage is amisnomer,
he states. It implies “rescued, saved,
preserved.” In fact, it is just plain
negative, probably the most destructive
way of changing the trajectory. “It
removes legacies, alters trajectories,
raises fuels, kills regeneration, damages
soils, and depresses native species and
abundance.”

Intense natural disturbances restart
circularity via interconnectedness, said
DellaSala. Ecological value is created
and snag forests are as biodiverse as old
growth. The initial growth stage after
disturbance is the best wildlife habitat

and is an essential stage in the recovery
of the forest ecosystem. Comparing
severe natural disturbance vs. PDL, he
posits growth vs. degradation, carbon
sink vs. source of emissions, diversity
vs. oversimplification, restoration and
regeneration vs. degradation. In short,
he reiterates, PDL disrupts circularity.

Furthermore, he adds, PDL not only
destroys natural regeneration, it raises
fire risks. Fires are hottest in logged
areas, and PDL areas burn the hottest,
whereas old burned forests have lower-
severity fires.

In the windup Q&A session,
panelists agreed we need to be shifting
our whole paradigm. Most important,
we have got to be cutting less — and we
need not to be handing out passes for
salvage logging. Consensus was that
government is not going to change in
time, so communities and collaborative
projects are key.

Octavia Massé of Winlaw BC is Double BC Provincial Champion after winning both the U10 Girls 600m
and 1000m events at the BC Athletics JD Championships on July 26/27th at South Surrey Athletic Park.
Massé's time of 3:31:56 in the 1000m is the fastest girls U10 1000m in BC history placing her in #1 position
on the BC Athletics ‘Top Ten Performances of All Time' list. Only one other Kootenay based runner has
topped the All Time list, Nelson BC local and current University of Oregon runner Matti Erickson. Octavia
runs for Kootenay Chaos Track Club and is coached by Alex Ulaszonek.
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Three area youth compete in BC Summer Games

by Jan McMurray

Three young people from the Valley
Voice coverage area competed in the BC
Summer Games July 17-21 in Maple
Ridge. Maddex Sanders from Nakusp
competed in golf, Sebastian Willot of
Kaslo competed in soccer and Gray
Cormie of South Slocan competed in
rugby.

“It was an awesome experience!
The golf was super fun and it was a
great competition,” Sanders said in a
telephone interview.

Willott felt the same way. “It was
a good experience. There were lots of
kids there. It was a lot of fun, and well
organized.”

Cormie said it wasn’t what she
expected, but “having the opportunity
to play with so many other people, most
who far outmatched our skill level, was
wonderful.”

Maddex Sanders, Nakusp
golfer

Sanders was pleased with his
performance at the Games. “I played

pretty well, based on how tough the
course is,” he said.

He was very happy to have qualified.
This was his last chance, as the Games
are for 14- to 16-year-olds, and he is 16.
He tried out once before two years ago,
but missed the cut by one stroke.

Sanders has been golfing since he
was five years old. He started off at a
driving range with local golf instructor
and coach, Linda Henke, he says,
and took lessons with others as he
progressed. He was on the Nakusp
Secondary School golf team from grades
8 to 12, with coaches Henke and Blaine
Volansky. He just graduated from high
school this year.

Sebastian Willott, Kaslo

soccer player

Willott is 15 years old and made
the Kootenay Zone soccer team at a
tryout in Creston. The best 20 players
were chosen from Cranbrook, Fernie,
Invermere, Nelson and Castlegar. The
team brought home the bronze medal
from the BC Summer Games.

Willot says he has been playing
soccer since he was a kid. He plays
rep soccer in Nelson and is in the
Caps to College program, a select
team of Kootenay players that travels
to tournaments in Canada and the US
with the goal of earning scholarships to
colleges and universities.

“The BC Summer Games was
a taste of what it would be like to be
playing on a university team,” he said.
Gray Cormie, South Slocan
rugby player

Cormie lives in South Slocan and
attended Mt. Sentinel Secondary School
through grade 9, then moved to LV
Rogers in Nelson to play rugby. She had
already been playing on the LVR rugby
team for two years, since grade 7.

Although the Kootenay rugby team
came in dead last at the Games, she
said each player improved individually.
“Despite our losses, at no point did we
just forfeit the match. We played our
hardest against each team as well as
improving in every game as a team,”

she said.

The Kootenay team was the only
one that had never played together prior
to the Games, she added, while some
of the teams had been playing together
for years.

As aresult of her participation at the
Games, she was offered and accepted
a position on the Aurora Wolves team,
the Northern-Cariboo regional club.
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The team will be competing in the big
Kamloops 7s tournament in September.

Cormie was introduced to the sport
at a very young age by her father, who
has been coaching the LVR high school
team for the last 17 years and has been
involved in rugby for 35 years. From the
time she was four years old, she would
tag along with him to practices and the
provincial games.

Maddex Sanders from Nakusp is second from the left in this photo of the Kootenay Zone golf team at the BC Summer Games.

Sebastian Willott from Kaslo at the BC Summer Games. The Kootenay Zone soccer team won
the bronze medal.

Gray Cormie from South Slocan played on the Kootenay rugby team at the BC Summer
Games. Here, she is playing in the Saratoga Cup in Cranbrook last August.

THE VALLEY VOICE 1S
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan




