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Lightning storm brings on wildfire season

by Jan McMurray

This year’s wildfire season in our
area started up ferociously when a
lightning storm blew in the evening
of Wednesday, July 17. There were
1,277 lighting strikes in the Southeast
Fire Centre July 17-19, and by July
20, there were 98 fires burning in
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay.

Three evacuation orders and two
evacuation alerts are in effect in the
Slocan Lake area as of press time
July 22, and a 12-kilometre stretch
of Hwy 6 is closed south of Silverton.

“May and June were wet and
cool, but then a high-pressure ridge
settled in and it hasn’t moved,
so our fuels are very receptive to
lightning strikes,” said Kim Wright,
fire information officer with the
Southeast Fire Centre.

There had been no lightning
strikes in our area since July 19, but
Wright said they were calling for
isolated lightning in every zone of the
Southeast the afternoon and evening
of July 22.

She also said the high-pressure
ridge was breaking down a bit,
bringing winds, “so many of the
fires will become more active and
become more visible to surrounding
communities.”

The Southeast Fire Centre
includes the East and West
Kootenays, the Boundary, and the
Revelstoke/Golden area.

Province-wide, there were
345 active wildfires on Monday.
Lightning activity was still very
active, particularly in northern BC.
There were four ‘wildfires of note’
(highly visible or pose a public
safety threat) in BC on Monday:
Aylwin Creek, Komonko Creek,
Shetland Creek near Kamloops and
Antler Creek in the Cariboo. Sixteen
evacuation orders and 21 alerts had
been issued.

Aylwin Creek/Komonko
Creek fire
The Aylwin Creek fire, estimated

at 121 hectares, is burning above Red
Mountain Road and the Komonko
Creek fire, estimated at 534 hectares,
is burning below Red Mountain Road
and Hwy 6. An evacuation order has
been issued for 107 properties on
Red Mountain Road and on Hwy
6 south of Silverton. About 200
properties are on evacuation alert,
including all of Silverton and some
homes on Hwy 6 north of Silverton.

An Australian team arrived
to take command of these fires
on July 22. A public meeting was
held at Lucerne School in New
Denver on July 21 with incoming
Incident Commander Jason Lawler
of Australia, outgoing Incident
Commander Anthony Vandenborn
of Nelson, other BC Wildfire
Service representatives, and RDCK
and Ministry of Transportation
representatives. Officials promised
this would not be the last meeting,
and that communication with the
public would improve.

Vandenborn said efforts had been
focused on structure protection, as
both fires are in extremely challenging
terrain and smoky conditions were
making it impossible to use aircraft.
There are full water tenders and full
bladders at every driveway with
sprinklers on or around structures.

Just before the meeting,
Vandenborn was able to fly, and said
the Aylwin Creek fire is within half
a kilometre of Red Mountain Road.
“It’s continuing to back down toward
Red Mountain Road. As soon as we
are able to, we will re-engage with
aviation and follow up with ground
support.”

The crew had built control lines,
Vandenborn said, but had established
very little containment. He had just
received information about resource
roads in the area from SIFCo, the
Slocan Valley’s community forest.

He reported that two outbuildings
had been lost, but no primary
residences.

There had been 78 firefighters,

PHOTO CREDIT: OLIVER CALLES

equipment operators and tender
operators on the fire on July 21, and
more personnel, heavy equipment
and aircraft are coming, BCWS
officials assured the crowd. “We’re
going from a small team to a larger
team,” Vandenborn said.

A 12-kilometre stretch of Hwy
6 from Enterprise Creek to south of
Silverton was closed on Friday, July
19. “Currently, it is not safe to travel
that road,” Vandenborn said. “We
won’t let our own staff drive it. Trees
and rocks are coming down and there
is fire on both sides of the highway.”

The RDCK has declared a State
of Local Emergency for Electoral
Area H due to the Aylwin Creek
wildfire. Under BC’s Emergency
Program Act, when a State of
Emergency is declared, it provides
the RDCK’s Emergency Operations
Centre (EOC) greater flexibility
to access resources and respond
efficiently to the imminent threat of
wildfire across the region. Call the
EOC at 250-352-7701.
Nemo Creek fire

An evacuation order was issued
July 19 for 16 properties on the

western shore of Slocan Lake near
Nemo Creek. The fire, at 823 hectares,
is burning in steep and inoperable
terrain in Valhalla Provincial Park.
A structure protection specialist
has assessed the properties in the
area, and there is a plan for structure
protection crews to follow when the
time comes.
Mulvey Creek fire

This fire in the Little Slocan
on the southern edge of Valhalla
Park is estimated at 12 hectares and
prompted an evacuation order on
July 21 for 11 properties.
Ponderosa FSR fire

The Ponderosa FSR fire north
of Lemon Creek is estimated at 151
hectares and is burning in steep and
rocky terrain. An evacuation alert
has been issued for 190 properties
east of Slocan and south beyond
Lemon Creek. Construction on a
machine guard to protect properties
began July 22.
Argenta Creek fires

This cluster of fires is burning
at high elevation in mountainous
terrain. Heavy equipment and crews
have been working on establishing a

machine guard on the west flank of
the fire at the base of the mountain
that will tie into the Argenta Creek
draw.

Aviation resources, including
skimmers, airtankers using retardant,
and helicopters, have been supporting
ground crews in suppression efforts.

As a proactive measure, BC
Parks has closed the Earl Grey Pass
trailhead due to the proximity of two
of these fires.

Meadow Mountain fire

This fire is located near Hwy
31 south of Duncan Lake. A heavy
equipment strike team is establishing
machine guard at the base of Meadow
Mountain.

Nakusp area fires

There are several fires in the
Nakusp and Trout Lake areas, but
there is not much information about
them on the BC Wildfire Service
website. The fire at Dry Creek near
Shelter Bay is 150 hectares and has
prompted an evacuation alert and
area restriction. The ferry was still
open on July 22, but people are
advised to check drivebc.ca before
travelling.

This photo, taken July 19 about 10 pm, shows the Aylwin/Komonko Creek fires on the left and the fires in Valhalla Park on the right, and the bright

lights of Silverton on the left.
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CBT granting programs could be affected by turbine repair job

by Jan McMurray

The Columbia Basin Trust’s ability
to deliver granting programs this year
might be significantly impacted by
an expensive turbine repair currently
underway at the Arrow Lakes
Generating Station.

“This is not an existential threat to
the Trust — it’s a problem that we will
fix —but it’s possible in this current year
that we have to defer some programs or
scale back some programs,” said CBT
CEO Johnny Strilaeff in an interview.
“If we have to do that, we will share the

specifics openly with residents.”

Most of Columbia Basin Trust’s
revenues come from the four power
projects it owns in partnership with the
Columbia Power Corporation: Arrow
Lakes Generating Station, Brilliant
Expansion, Waneta Generating Station

and Waneta Expansion.

Strilaeff explained that last
year, during the annual maintenance
shutdown of the Arrow Lakes
Generating Station in April,, a significant
mechanical issue was discovered in one
of the two turbines. The turbine was
down for “basically all of last year,”
Strilaeff said, “but the positive news is
that the cost was covered by insurance.”
The Trust’s insurance company covered
the cost of repairs plus the lost revenues
from the loss in power generation.

This year, unfortunately, a second
issue was discovered in the second
turbine, Strilaeff reports, and it is not yet

MAJOR LEAGUE
MOOSE

The subspecies of moose nearest Slocan
Lake is northwestern moose (Alces alces
andersoni). Bulls can stand 2 metres at the
shoulder—as tall as a pro basketball player.
Cows give birth late May and June, normally
to a single calf, sometimes to twins. The
bond between mother and calf is the only
lasting social tie, which ends after a year.

clear whether insurance will cover it.

“We are working with our insurers
on that now,” Strilaeff said, “but it is
possible that the insurance is not in
place or the coverage is much lower
than the cost. I can’t disclose the
amount, but when I say ‘significant,’
I’'m talking eight figures. So that
would have a significant impact on the
revenues to CBT this year.”

Strilaeff explained that the second
issue was discovered during the annual
shutdown this year. This year’s planned
work was to check the second turbine to
see if it had the same problem the first
turbine had last year.

“Unfortunately, while doing that
work, we encountered the second
issue. This second issue means this
unit will be out for likely much of this
year and potentially into next year,”
Strilaeff said.

With just one turbine in operation,
only a little more than half the normal
amount of power can be generated,
Strilaeff explained.

He said he was confident that once
the second turbine is repaired, both
these issues will have been addressed
in both turbines.

Amy Janine

Simpson
June 3, 1986 - July 13,
2024

It is with profound sadness we
share the passing of our precious
daughter Amy Janine Simpson. She
passed away suddenly in Victoria
BC on July 13, 2024. Amy was
born in Nelson B.C. on June 3,
1986. During her childhood she
grew up in New Denver B.C. She
had a fun-loving spirit and thrived
playing sports, playing violin and
clarinet, participating in theatre

groups, and spending time with friends and family. She was New Denver
May Queen. She loved children and was always taking care of them at
ballgames, in the park and had so much fun with them. Her son Darris was
the greatest joy in her life and she loved spending time with him hiking,
biking, swimming, riding their quad, walking in nature and Amy could
find a 4 leaf clover with ease.

After high school Amy moved to Victoria B.C. where she attended
UVic for 2 years. Following this, she became a yoga/pilates teacher and
worked for a Home Staging Business where she was able to express her
love of decorating. Amy had an endearing personality, gaining many
friends on her life journey. She was kind, had a generous spirit and loved
helping others.

She is survived by her son Darris Gibson of Victoria B.C. parents
Mike (Father), Heather(Mother), Jared (brother)( daughter Rya of Roberts
Creek B.C.) , Grandmother (Rubina Dyck) of Gatineau Quebec, many
Aunts, Uncles, nephews, niece Rya, and cousins , and her ever loving and
supportive family in Victoria B.C.

Please remember all the good times with her and hold her in your heart.

In loving memory of our Amy,

we will miss your Loving Heart forever.

Blessings on your journey.

A new adventure begins.

The family will have a private ceremony at a later date.
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Columbia River Treaty negotiating teams reach agreement-in-principle

compiled from submissions by
the Province, CRT Local Gov-
ernments Committee, Upper
Columbia Basin Environmental
Collaborative

An agreement-in-principle
(AIP) to modernize the Columbia
River Treaty was reached on
July 11.

“This milestone in the
negotiation process provides a
clear road map for the negotiation
teams to move forward on drafting
the renewed treaty and for BC to
begin engaging with the Columbia
River Basin residents to seek
feedback on the AIP and on next
steps,” states a press release
issued by the BC Ministry of
Energy, Mines and Low Carbon
Innovation.

The original treaty focused
on hydropower generation and
flood control in BC and the US. It
authorized the construction of four
dams, flooding an area roughly
three times the size of Kootenay
Lake (approximately 120,000
hectares), destroying ecosystems
and displacing thousands of
human residents.

Under the AIP, the countries
have agreed that a modernized
treaty will provide some level of
assured pre-planned flood control
and continued co-operation on
hydropower for the Columbia
River, but will also incorporate
new provisions not considered in
the original agreement: increased
unilateral flexibility for how

BC operates its treaty dams,
ecosystem health, restoring and
strengthening salmon populations,
Indigenous cultural values,
adaptive management and new
collaborative engagement on
Libby Dam operations. These
added provisions reflect the
interests voiced by BC Columbia
Basin residents, local governments
and Indigenous Nations over more
than a decade of engagement with
the Province of British Columbia.

Katrine Conroy, BC Minister
Responsible for the Columbia
River Treaty, says: “Modernizing
the Columbia River Treaty is a
once-in-a-generation chance to
look beyond the original treaty’s
goals of power generation and
flood-risk management. We
said all along that we would not
agree to an updated treaty unless
it led to improvements in the
BC basin and reduced impacts
to the region’s ecosystems and
communities. Canada, BC and the
Ktunaxa, Secwépemc, and Syilx
Okanagan Nations have worked
hard together over the past six
years to ensure our negotiations
with the US uphold that principle.
As a lifelong basin resident, I'm
proud to say this agreement-in-
principle is a key step forward
towards a modernized treaty that
achieves those goals, reflecting the
voices of basin communities and
Indigenous Nations.”

The AIP supports a renewed
approach to sharing benefits

between countries. It enables
BC to continue receiving a share
of the additional hydroelectric
power potential in the US as
a result of how BC operates
its treaty dams, and includes
newly negotiated access to US
transmission infrastructure. It
also provides annual indexed
compensation from the US for a
reduced volume of reservoir space
for flood-risk management and for
other benefits the US receives,
including benefits to irrigation,
navigation, recreation and fish-
population enhancements in the
US portion of the Columbia Basin.
“Previously the treaty focused
on maximizing flood control and
hydropower in the United States.
We are pleased to see the draft
includes flexibility for Canadian
unilateral management of up to
five million acre-feet, nearly one-
third of total water storage under
the treaty,” said Martin Carver,
Lead and Facilitator of the Upper
Columbia Basin Environmental
Collaborative, a collaborative of
Canadian environmental groups.
In the coming weeks, the
governments of Canada and
BC will share more detailed
information about the AIP and
about future engagement with the
basin communities to seek their
feedback.
Past public engagement
Since 2012, the Province
has been connecting with people
to hear their concerns about the

original treaty and their views
about how it could be improved.
Columbia Basin residents have
shared their thoughts, including
through more than 50 community
meetings and information
sessions, letters and phone calls
with provincial staff. There has
also been regular engagement
with the Columbia River Treaty
Local Governments Committee
and the Columbia Basin Regional
Advisory Committee, two groups
with members from across the
Basin that have been providing
suggestions and advice on what
a modernized treaty could look
like. This work has helped ensure
that Basin interests have been
well-represented throughout the
discussions about a modernized
treaty.

The CRT Local Governments
Committee provided 21
recommendations to the Canadian
negotiating team in 2021, based
on feedback from Basin residents
and local governments about how
the current reservoir operations
negatively impact their quality
of life, mainly through large
fluctuations in water levels in the
TESerVOirs.

“We look forward to fully
understanding the content and
implications of the AIP for Basin
residents and local governments
so that we can evaluate how
closely the AIP follows our 2021
recommendations to the CRT
negotiating team, and then to hear

Provincial competition kicks off to award BC'’s top small businesses

submitted

Small businesses across
BC are invited to compete for
BC’s biggest entrepreneurship
awards as the 21st Annual Small
Business BC Awards open for
nominations.

Whether you’re a business
owner, a fan of a local hangout,
supporter of an amazing service,
or inspired by an entrepreneurial
undertaking — this is the moment
to celebrate the businesses that
impact our lives with a Small
Business BC Award nomination.

“The Small Business BC
Awards are an opportunity to
celebrate and support all small
businesses, whether they’re a
mom-and-pop shop in a small
town, or a burgeoning brand in
an economic hub,” said Small
Business BC CEO Tom Conway.
“What makes this awards
competition so unique is that
it creates an even playing field
where entrepreneurs can prove
the strength and impact of their
sweat equity, no matter where
they are in BC.”

“Everyone has their favourite
small business that is more than
just a business, it’s a community
hub, where people can gather and
make memories together,” said
Brenda Bailey, Minister of Jobs,
Economic Development and
Innovation. “The Small Business
BC Awards are an excellent
opportunity to tell the stories of

our local small businesses and
show them how important they
are to our communities and all
of us throughout BC.”

All small businesses in BC
can be nominated for the Small
Business BC Awards, with
nominations open until August
16, 2024 at sbbc.co/nominate.
Nominations will be accepted in
four award categories.
Premier’s People’s
Choice Award

It takes a community to
grow a small business. It also
takes a community to win the
Premier’s People’s Choice
Award. This unique award
category, sponsored by the
Province of British Columbia,
is presented to a BC-based small
business that can demonstrate the
unwavering and loyal support of
their community.

Business Impact
Award

The Business Impact
Award is sponsored by BCAA
Small Business Insurance and
goes to the business owner(s)
making a difference in their
community. For this business,
it’s not just about profit margins;
it’s about purpose, passion, and a
commitment to creating positive
change.

E-Commerce
Experience Award
As Canadians increasingly

turn to online shopping, the
E-Commerce Experience Award,
sponsored by FortisBC, goes to
a small business that presents a
frictionless experience for their
customers online. Whether it’s on
mobile or desktop, this business
succeeds online and provides a
best-in-class experience for their
customers.

Best Youth
Entrepreneur

The Best Youth
Entrepreneur Award spotlights
the next generation of business
leaders who have taken the
entrepreneurial plunge ata young
age. These game-changers have
turned passion into profit through
grit, hustle, and ingenuity. The
Best Youth Entrepreneur Award
is sponsored by the Kwantlen
Polytechnic University to reward
this entrepreneurial spirit in a
business leader aged 35 and
under.
The Awards Process

Award nominations are
open until August 16, 2024.
Nominations can be submitted
at sbbc.co/nominate. Once a
small business is nominated, they
must gain as many public votes
as possible for their business,
leveraging all creative channels.
Businesses can be nominated for
the People’s Choice Award, plus
one additional award category.
Voting is collected on the SBBC

website until August 16,2024.

The Premier’s People’s
Choice Award is decided
exclusively by a public vote,
after a normalization process to
allow for regional population.
In the other three business pitch
categories, the top five finalists
are selected based on public vote
(after normalization) and written
responses judged by internal
business experts.

The top five businesses
for the three Business Pitch
categories will be invited to
present to a panel of judges,
pitching why their business
should win the award. The
panel of past Small Business
BC Awards winners, business
professionals, and advisors will
then select the winners.

Along with the title of top
small business in BC, over
$20,000 in prizes are to be won
across the four award categories.

21st Annual Small Business
BC Awards Reception

On November 1, 2024, the
21st Annual Small Business BC
Awards winners will be awarded
and celebrated at a reception
at the Vancouver Convention
Centre. Tickets go on sale in
the fall.

Sponsorship opportunities
are available for the 21st Small
Business BC Awards for partners
who would like to give back to
the entrepreneurial community.

the perspectives of Basin residents
and local governments,” said
Committee Chair Linda Worley.
Indigneous involvement

Canada and BC have been
working in close partnership
over the past six years, and their
relationship with the Ktunaxa,
Secwépemc and Syilx Okanagan
Nations has helped shape
Canada’s priorities, objectives
and negotiating positions for
the AIP. The three Indigenous
Nations continue to provide
valuable contributions toward
the modernization of the treaty
and continue to be instrumental
in leading efforts to integrate
ecosystem health, Indigenous
and Tribal cultural values into a
modernized treaty, and restore
salmon into the BC portion of the
Columbia Basin. Canada and BC

also recognize the importance of
continuing to work in partnership
with the three Indigenous Nations
on domestic issues that affect their
communities.

Chief Keith Crow, CRT lead
for the Syilx Okanagan Nation
Chiefs Executive Council, said:
“The Syilx Okanagan Nation
recognizes the decades of our
protection efforts, ceremonies and
years of hard negotiations work
that went into the CRT AIP. We
still have lots of work to do with
Canada and BCto start addressing
the past and ongoing impacts to
our lands, waters and people. But
I'now have real hope that one day,
as a result of our efforts, I will
see my grandchildren and other
future generations exercising their
rights harvesting salmon in Upper
Columbia region.”

Sun Hats &
flip flops

AC units
- up to 20% off in stock units

Mosquito sprays,
sunscreen

we have all your
gardening &

River Floatees
and Beach Toys

fire suppression
supplies.

Manures, top soil,

seedling mix

Be fire prepared!!

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales §147

Alfalfa Bales $23%

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels.
Kootenay's largest supplier. New
lower pricing on many fencing items

Drywall & mud, insulation

We have all your summer fun toys &
outdoor cooking items. life jackets,

bamboo blinds, shade fabric

— Hummingbird feeders —

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday



Moving
companies

Thinking of moving? Do your
homework. A friend of mine moved
recently. He thought he had weeded
out the iffy moving companies and got
a company he thought was going to be
good. Boy, was he wrong. When they
got to their destination, things were
missing and broken. And to top it off,
they charged him an extra $6,000 for
being 6,000 pounds over the weight
limit. My friend didn’t see a scale report
and there wasn’t any agreement for
weight. The agreement was to move
his household items only. Some moving
companies have subcontractors, so
inquire about them, too. I wish I could
say the company’s name, but I can’t.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Hope for
America

Donald Trump’s vice-presidential
running mate is a young fellow named
James Vance. Originally, he was not
a Trump fan but being ambitious,
he opted to support Donald because
he basically had no choice... it was
lickspittle, or get off the train and stand
by the tracks. Suffice it to say, it is likely
that James, in reality, is not completely
enthralled with Donald Trump. By
all accounts, he is not an idiot so
it’s likely he may have a plan. Now,
considering that the US supreme court
just recently ruled that US presidents
are pretty much completely immune
from prosecution, what is to stop young
Mr. Vance from stabbing the Donald in
the liver on inauguration night in “Et
Tu, Brute” style. With Trump dead,
James Vance becomes president, and
he’s got a country to run. Now that
WOULD be American justice.

Rod Retzlaff

Glade
Firefighters:
Yes please and
thank you

This letter addresses the whole
spectrum of you, from the aircraft pilots
and crew to the on-the-ground and in-
the-bush people! Yes, you're doin’ it! I
was close to at least one of the fires in a
recent post-lighting strike, and while I
would never feel exactly calm about it,
now [ have a degree of confidence that
we’ll come out intact. Thanks to you!

There are two please’s. First, yes
please carry on with this hard job! Be
undauntable and when there’s gaps or
lacks, do your best to be proactive and
get flush. It’s such a worthwhile thing!
Second, please continue working with
the local fire departments and local
wildfire mitigation specialists. Having
become involved with the RDCK
wildfire mitigation reps as a concerned
resident for the last three years, I've
concluded that yes, becoming part of
a FireSmart Neighbourhood is a good
thing. They are part of this spectrum
of fighters we are grateful to, too! For
example, this area’s wildfire mitigation
specialist stayed up all night on fire watch
last night for the Aylwin Creek fire. My
request to you wonderful firefighters:
do not hesitate to please reach out to us
all, and feel good about requesting help.
If we’re not the ones who have to stay
up all night, hey, we could take their
kid somewhere in the morning, so they
can get some rest or do some as-needed
fundraising, start that neighbourhood
proactive awareness group!

Davy Crockett had a very different
world to enjoy because it was a very
different world! 2024 is the team-up
year and saving those we love in nature
is dependent on it.

Yes, please and thank you!

Daphne Fields
Slocan

Response to the
Whole School
kids

Dear Caskeda, Kamilo, Aylie,
Kaleb, Ciel, Rielle, Freyja, Veda,
Micah, Aeyla, and Ashlyah

Thank you for your wonderful
writing. And congratulations. Your
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OPINION

opinions in such heart-touching words
speak out from the deepest of my heart,
too.

I can only hope that politicians
will listen to you and consider in their
planning what you say. The future is
yours. You are the ones adults should
listen to.

People who say you are too young to
know about things are wrong. You know
better than many adults about the love for
nature and animals, and how precious
an intact environment is. You remind
adults of their obligation to care for and
protect the forests, rivers, and lands from
plundering and destruction.

Ciel is right when he says: “I'm not
saying that you need to stop completely,
Just that we need to change our current
logging practices.”

In his words, I hear the late Colleen
McCrory, who said, “I will fight clearcut
logging for the rest of my life.” This
is exactly what she did with Valhalla
Wilderness until her too-early passing.

We need young voices like yours to
make change happen. Changing minds
and bureaucratic decisions will be a long
but worthwhile journey.

I attach a song performed by
songwriter and musician Dana Lyons
called ‘The Tree.” Dana was inspired
by a giant Douglas fir when he wrote
it. T also have the book to the song with
beautiful illustrations by David Danioth.
If you like, I can visit you at school and
show it to you.

Many years ago,I was involved inan
environmental project. Back then. with
the support of Eloise Charet and Craig
Pettitt from the Valhalla Wilderness
Society, we made a trip with Whole
School kids to the Retallack old-growth
forest between New Denver and Kaslo,
and measured some trees to determine
their age. You have to go out and see the
wonders of Mother Nature in awe with
your own eyes — like you did on your
trip to Cai Creek. I wish you the best
of success.

Elisabeth von Ah
Lemon Creek

Disillusioned with
RDCK building

imspection

In 2021, my daughter asked my
husband to build a playhouse on her
riverside property for her niece. When
her niece outgrew it, the building would
be used as a storage shed.

We assumed that since this structure
would be 10’x 10°, a building permit
would not be required. It ended up being
10’ x 14°, as it had an overhang, and it

was not built on wheels.

One day, abuilding inspector arrived
on the scene. He abruptly informed my
husband that my daughter needed a
permit and proceeded to slap a ‘Stop
Work’ order on it.

My daughter applied for the permit
and sent in drawings along with photos
I had taken as the work progressed. She
waited what seemed like forever to get
areply.

When she finally heard back, she
was told that if she “wanted to keep the
building,” she would have to meet some
requirements. ‘Notice On Title’ was not
mentioned — only demolition. She was
beyond stressed about demolition; this
did not sit well with any of us.

They listed several infractions, so
my daughter decided to hire an engineer,
for a hefty price. Thinking that this would
solve all problems, we were happy that
this nightmare was about to end —but we
Were SO Very wrong.

The engineer stated everything was
structurally sound. I assumed that once
the engineer sent in his report, the RDCK
would have no more say in the matter. I
was wrong.

After another long wait, the electrical
was questioned. A Red Seal electrician
had wired it to code and the electrical
safety officer at Technical Safety BC had
stamped his approval!

Next came the septic system. A
local contractor had installed it under the
supervision of an engineer. The engineer
submitted the documents to Interior
Health and they approved it, but the
RDCK wanted areport from a Registered
Onsite Wastewater Practitioner. Now my
daughter was forced to pay $550 to get
a letter of approval for something that
was already approved by Interior Health.

It seemed that as soon as she
complied with one demand, they would
attach another.

The house was finally ready for
the final inspection and I was more
than horrified with the results. Because
the building was constructed prior to
obtaining a building permit, the inspector
said he was unable to verify many
things on site. They rejected everything
and listed a number of deficiencies. To
address them would cost even more
money.

This has caused us so much stress
and money that our daughter has
requested a notice on title be placed on
her property.

Was this punishment for not applying
for a permit?

If this letter prevents anyone else
from going through all the stress and
money we have gone through, it will
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have been worth it.
Aline Winje
Slocan

Masters of Debt

BC’s net debt is projected to reach
$128.8 billion by 2026/27, marking
a 227% increase since 2016/17. Net
debt per person is expected to rise
from $10,288 in 2016/17 to $21,040 in
2026/27.

Inflation-adjusted program spending
reached its highest level in 2022/23,
even excluding COVID-19 related
expenditures. The BC government plans
to overspend by $11.2 billion relative to
its 2023 budget plan. Thanks, Katrine
Conroy. Budget deficits are projected
to be $7.9 billion in 2024/25 and $7.8
billion in 2025/26, more than double
the estimates from the previous year.
By 2026/27, debt interest payments
are expected to cost $977 per British
Columbian.

BC has the fourth-highest combined
(federal and provincial) income tax
rate among Canadian provinces and
US states. High effective business
taxes discourage investment and
entrepreneurship.

The new capital gains tax will just
add fuel for the government to spend
more. Isn’t it obvious governments are
useless at business? The EV battery
federal “investment” of $40 billion
(adding to the $2 trillion we owe already)
is likely to be a failure. The return on
investment is supposed to be 20 years
— good luck with that, Canada. Paying
foreign businessmen billions of dollars
while the profits go back to foreign lands
is hardly good business. Australia does
not make a single car and they seem to
be managing.

Germany has strict fiscal
policies, including the debt brake or
Schuldenbremse, which limits the ability
of governments to incur new debt. Boy,
do we need that reform in BC! We scold
kids in debt to have a budget and live
with it, to live within your means, yet the
government of BC spends way beyond
its means and expects the people of BC
to cough up even more tax money to
service the debt and pay the increasing
salaries of yet another bloated Canadian
provincial government. Hey, Victoria!
You are not going to tax your way to
prosperity so wake up and come up with
areal plan for the people of BC instead
of this never-ending debt that will cripple
us in the short and long term.

Privatization of Crown corporations
worked for New Zealand when they were
drowning in debt. Even with a monopoly,
Canada Post is $3 billion in debt over
the last six years and the workers may
strike for more pay. Raising the stamp
cost will do little and small packages
to mail have gone up 30% or more!
Isn’t it obvious government can’t run a
business? Governments are supposed to
HELP the private sector be strong and
make money, not tax them to death and
spend the money on wasteful programs
that will fail miserably, costing billions:
hello Site C Dam.

Countries like Sweden and Norway
have successfully managed their

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
economies with a mix of prudent fiscal
policies, efficient public services, and
strong social welfare systems, all while
maintaining low levels of public debt.
Why can’t BC and Canada?
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

A Jewish scholar

Yeshayahu Leibowitz, who died in
1994, was an orthodox Jewish public
intellectual. He had critical views on
ethics, religion, politics and the Israeli
state. As detailed in the Chris Hedges
Report published at stalberg.net on
January 13, 2024, Leibowitz warned
that if Israel did not separate church and
state, it would give rise to “a corrupt
rabbinate that would warp Judaism into
a fascistic cult.” When Israel captured
the West Bank in East Jerusalem and
Gaza after the 1967 war, he could
see it would lead to the destruction
of democracy. “Our situation will
deteriorate to that of a second Vietnam,
to a war in constant escalation without
prospect of ultimate resolution. The
Arabs would be the working people and
the Jews, the administrators, inspectors,
officials and police, mainly secret police.
A state ruling a hostile population of 1.5
million to 2 million foreigners would
necessarily become a secret police state.
With all that implies for education, free
speech and democratic institutions.
The corruption characteristic of every
colonial regime would also prevail in the
state of Israel. The administration would
have to suppress Arab insurgency on the
one hand and acquire Arab quislings (a
traitor who collaborates with the enemy)
on the other. There is also good reason to
fear that the Israeli Defense Force, which
has been until now a people’s army,
would, as a result of being transformed
into an army of occupation to generate
and its commanders who have become
military governors, will resemble their
colleagues in other nations.” Leibowitz
warned that “the rise of virulent racism
would consume Israel society and a
prolonged occupation of the Palestinians
would spawn concentration camps for
the occupied. In his words, “Israel would
not deserve to exist and it will not be
worthwhile to preserve it.”

After the murder of the Israeli
Olympic athletes in 1972, Leibowitz
said: “Whoever condemns the terrorism
of the Palestinian organizations must at
the same time condemn the terrorism
of the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza.” He also condemned
the invocation of Messianism and
sanctification of military power as
an incarnation of false prophecy and
prostitution of the Jewish religion.
“There would be consequences on both
side of the conflict. The occupation
would corrode Israel’s social fabric. It
would be a catastrophe for the Jewish
people and will undermine the social
structure in the state and cause corruption
of both Jew and Arab.”

Israel has become that fascistic state
and is committing genocide in Gaza.
Israel has always used the Holocaust
to play the victim to justify their war

crimes. Now the ICJ has concluded that
Israel has plausibly committed genocide
and the ICC has issued arrest warrants
on Benjamin Netanyahu, Yoav Gallant
and three Hamas leaders. In addition,
there have been mass protests around
the world against Israel’s crimes. Israel
has lost the propaganda battle and can
no longer claim the victim. As Arno
van Doorn, a Dutch politician says: “In
five months, Israel has become the most
hated country in the world with the most
hateful, cruel and heartless people the
world has ever known.”
Lee Hammond
New Denver

NATO
warmongers

It’s maddening to see these wastrels,
buffoons and imbecilic political elites
with their photo opps of stupid grins
and handshakes meeting together in
Washington this past week to compare
the sizes of their puny, pathetic, penile-
like weapons and financial blood-money
commitments making the world far
more dangerous as they prod and try to
intimidate Russia, China and so many
others on this planet. Basically 75% or
more of the planet who are not members
of the North Atlantic Terror Oligarchy.

No need to worry over climate
change. These idiots are aimed at getting
us ‘nuked’ into a glowing pile of unlivable
rubble (much like what the monstrous,
so-called, “state of israel” and its bully
- buddy America is accomplishing
in Gaza and the West Bank non-stop
while the numb/dumb world watches
the horror bomb by bomb). Then you’ll
see a ‘new world order’ all right and the
‘new world” climate will be changed
forever but not how we might like. Rid
the world of these NATO warmongers
that now, apparently, want to spread their
slimy group-think into the Asian region.
Money, money, money —follow the cash
for the fat and lazy politicians, lobbyists
and the arms dealers. What is NATO’s
death count since its inception? How
many civilian lives have been cancelled?
What a cancer it is. I'm happy ‘Canada’
is farbehind in its “obligation.” I pray we
get kicked the hell out completely — but
we know that won’t happen even with
a ‘new’ government under ‘Pee-Pee.’
After all, he’s a global politician, isn’t
he — a graduate of the Schwab school of
Marxist insanity already with his face in
the trough?

The world’s poor, needy and
innocent continue to be murdered by
big egos, big business, big financial
gain, rotten political elitism and criminal
conspiracy on the grander scale all the
way from the damnable support of the
Ukraine war. This also comes filtering
down to the exact same thing on a smaller
scale in this province with a premier
and an unelected health official who
refuse to draw back the sicko mandates
for healthcare workers. It’s all the same
corrupt bullshit—lies upon lies, imagined
prestige of fancy jobs and fat salaries
and life-long pensions and to absolute
hell with the people who have lost jobs,
careers, educations, their health and
their lives.

LETTERS

How many Ukrainian men and
women are slaughtered and dead since
this abominable little freak Zelinsky
was put in power in 2014 by the utterly
corrupt and morally bankrupt US
government and its CIA? The country
is decimated and the Ununited States
and Not-so-great Britain are responsible.
It’s a blood-soaked playpen and oddly
enough Putin, Orban, Jinping, and
some African leaders are the only adults
overseeing this looming catastrophe.

This madness will be ongoing as
long as we elect these evil leeches based
on popularity, woke talking points, their
support of so-called DEI (diversity,
equity and inclusion), pressure of corrupt
lobby groups, donor money, good hair
and family trees. ‘Democracy’ in the
‘West’ is dead and dying. It is rotten
to the absolute core. Utterly rancid.
There are no candidates — just future
Bolsheviks and rotten politicians who
lie and manipulate constantly. Time for a
benevolent dictator in the Western world.
All hail Kamala Harris!

Don’t get me wrong. I really hate
these warmongering, soulless bastards.

Todd Allen
New Denver

Gaza genocide

I am absolutely disgusted, for the
second time, with my former homeland,
Germany. What the Germans did under
the Nazi regime to the Jewish people,
they, the German ruling leaders, are now
supporting under the Zionist Lobby: the
genocide of the Palestinian people.

Although there is opposition within
Germany against the mass slaughter of
totally innocent people, the majority of
German people seem to be going along
with Netanyahu’s murderous regime
against the Palestinians —they don’t seem
to give a damn about Palestinian lives.
Absolutely horrendous!

I do not understand how they can
ignore the worldwide condemnation
of what is happening in Gaza. An
arrest warrant has been issued by the
International Court of Justice for their
chancellor, Olaf Scholz, for supporting
(with the United States) those massacres
in Gaza. Scholz answered with his
indolent smirk. What a terrible man.
Just like Netanyahu, he is involved in
a bank scandal. Through their taxes,
every German is basically participating
in that crime since their money pays
for the bombs, tanks and airplanes that
kill Palestinians. They seem to have
forgotten what their forerunners stood
to answer for at the Nuremberg Trials
of 1946-47: Crimes against Humanity.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Insanity posing
as rational

The excessive heat might destroy
our food crops, melt our brains and
glaciers, and destroy our quality of life,
but we citizens keep funding and voting
for politicians who tell us to adapt to
this fossil-fuel-caused climate change.
I guess the majority of us haven’t been
hurt bad enough yet. Uh-oh if the
electricity powering the air conditioners

goes out.

MLA Brittny Anderson (BC
NDP) and MP Rob Morrison (federal
Conservative) are not guiding us to
quickly transition to a clean energy
system, which is proven to be possible
and promises plenty of sustainable
employment while slowing down the
global weather unpredictability in order
to help our children attain climate-
secure lives.

If Rob’s Poilievre gets in, it’s
full-steam ahead on fossil fuel, cutting
the environmental rules, and slashing
social services (you are on your own).
Small government means no contact,
get in line. Prisons for profit if you
protest. Vote for PP! Vote for Rob who
endorsed PP!

The NDP have band-aids! Band-
aids that take a while to stick. Wait three
years and the NDP might reimburse you
for your burned-down home (Lytton),
or fix your water system (Princeton).

The NDP have their priorities, you
understand. So adapt! Buy a heat pump.
Vote for Brittny, she’s cute!

Bring the heat on! Money is being
made! The addicted provincial NDP
and federal Conservative fossil-fuel
pimps encourage citizens to ignore
their disintegrating climate fears and
misgivings to jump on the fossil-fuel
workers’ highly-taxed money train —
serfs subsidizing 1% kings. Heatwaves
are a sign of $ucce$$ for the rich.

Brittny and Rob are working very
hard at denying peer-reviewed science,
praising the virtuous necessity of
increasing the extraction and export
of fossil fuels based on the industrial
myth that LNG and natural gas are
‘climate transition fuels’ (the Pope isn’t
Catholic). The scientific reality: natural
gas and LNG are mostly methane, an
atmospheric-heating accelerant. LNG
and natural gas projects have a short
lifespan of 20 years from extraction.

Satellites have been able to track
the extreme increase of heat created
by the natural gas and LNG industry
worldwide. This extreme heat isn’t
a ‘natural’ phenomena. It’s entirely
manmade and entirely able to be
stopped. Please, before the permafrost
melts uncontrollably!

With BC suffering through this
heat now, can you imagine what hell
we are going to be living in when the
proposed five large BC LNG methane
industries are belching climate change
full-blast at an accelerated pace for 40
years? Vote BC NDP to Burn Baby! It’s
an industrial fossil-fuel racket, and BC
taxpayers are the ball getting wacked!

Consigned to the waste bin of ‘It
Doesn’t Matter’ and ‘It Has Nothing
to do With Our Fossil-Fuel Industries,
We’re Nice Canadians’: Hurricane
Beryl, with 13 hurricanes more to
follow instead of the usual seven, wiped
out parts of the Caribbean Islands; non-
extinguishable BC zombie fires burn
and burn —evacuate in10 minutes, Fort
Nelson while Creston fruit crops are
destroyed for the third year in a row.

These are consequences of
excessive fossil-fuel extraction and
export of methane and carbon emissions

unbalancing the Earth’s atmosphere,
obediently and obliviously subsidized
by the $6.3 billion annually paid by we
BC taxpayers for the very wealthy’s
(mostly foreign) enrichment. Huh? You
didn’tknow? Add federal fossil-fuel tax
subsidies on top... and damages too.
It comes to about $213 per Canadian
annually (and we get uptight about
an up-front piss-ant carbon tax with
rebates — sheesh!).

Are you all out of your freaking
minds to vote for more of this climate
disintegration and taxpayer-paid fossil-
fuel tax subsidies?

Yup, yup, jobs.

Been nice knowing you. Cough,
cough.

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

Thankful

We so appreciate a small
town, especially ours: Kaslo.
On Monday, June 8, around
4:30 pm, my husband was hit
by a turning vehicle crossing
from the Langham corner to the
post office corner. Immediately,
a swarm of help was at his side.
In 10 minutes, the paramedics
arrived and at 5 pm we were in
ER being seen by Dr. Musaji.
He was stabilized, conscious and
sent on to Nelson ER for tests.
There he was seen immediately.
The doctor communicated
perfectly and we were home by
9 pm. Many thanks to all who
gathered and helped, and to the
doctors, nurses and technicians
who treated him. Many thanks to
the local doctors and pharmacist,
who have patiently answered our
persistent questions during the
week. I'm happy to report that
Harvey Armstrong is recovering
quickly. His bruises and scrapes
are healing; there are no apparent
effects of the concussion; and
fortunately there were no
broken bones. The community
responded, the system worked,
and we are truly grateful.

Kate O’Keefe

Kaslo
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

CAO Robert Baker gave a verbal
update to council regarding the Quality
Property Developments (QP) South
Beach rezoning application.

Village staff and QP, the property
owner of South Beach, are currently
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discussing key terms that might appear
in a draft agreement.

“This is all about putting our
thoughts on paper, so that council
can take a look at what some kind
of agreement could look like,” said
Baker. “Then [council] can make a
decision on whether to proceed [with
the zoning amendment].”

QPis seeking to have South Beach
rezoned to allow for an RV park
development. The zoning amendment
bylaw has been given first reading
only, in October 2023.

Baker said the Village would like
to see QP set aside a 30-metre-wide
pathway along the riparian zone, from
the highway to the lakefront. The
Village would also like to see another
setback along the shore, 15 metres
from the natural boundary of the lake.
These setbacks will give the public
access to the river and the lakeshore,
and protect the environment.

The Village is also asking that QP
have the land reappraised, to ensure the
numbers are accurate. Baker assured

St Andrew’s Church
Kaslo -
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Celebrating love, with music,
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Come as you are — All are
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KASLO & AREA IS
Kaslo council, July 9: South Beach rezoning application update

council that the appraiser is a third
party chosen by both the Village and
QP, and that they will be unbiased
and impartial. Ultimately, Baker said,
council would agree on the value of
the land, which would be put into a
draft agreement.

The agreement would also be
contingent on the owner supplying
environmental, geotechnical, and
archaeological assessments. Baker
said the first two reports have been
completed. An archaeological
assessment will be completed soon
by a third party.

Baker brought up the issue of staff
time; gathering the information needed
to make an educated decision on the
agreement costs money. Baker assured
council that QP would be responsible
for these costs, and that they would not
be borne by the taxpayer.

“Things are definitely moving
along, and the ball is in the landowner’s
court,” said Baker.

Community Structure
Protection Plan

Jessie Lay, Kaslo’s FireSmart
Coordinator, and Eric Graham, Fire
Chief, gave a presentation to council
about the Community Structure
Protection Plan (CSPP).

“This is a very operational
document,” Lay told the Valley Voice.
“It serves as a preplan for responders
in the event of a significant wildland
urban interface fire event.”

The plan was created in
consultation with BC Wildfire Service,
to be used by BCWS and other
response agencies when they are called
to action to protect Kaslo and area.

In May, Lay, Graham, and deputy
fire chief Doug Yee toured Kaslo
and area with Lou Wilde, a structure
protection specialist with BCWS.
The plan covers the area from Loki
Lots in the south to Schroder Creek
in the north.

“It was a really good opportunity
to have BC Wildfire Service make a
connection to this community,” said
Graham during the council meeting.
“I think the biggest key piece is the
pre-planning for BC Wildfire — they
know the community, they know the
resources we have, and what we’re
up against.”

The CSPP has two parts. Part I is
intended to help local authorities and
community leaders with emergency
preplanning and community education.

Part II is for first responders,
providing information specific to
Kaslo and area that can be used during
an emergency.

“The document outlines potential
safe zones, access and egress, and
tender fill sites so incoming supports
can have a lay of the land before
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arriving on scene,” said Lay. “It is also
a great resource for folks who want to
learn more about proactive measures
and objectives to cultivate community
resilience to wildfire at local events.”

Lay reinforced that the best thing
individuals can do for collective
resilience is to get a FireSmart home
assessment done.

For more information, email Lay
at firesmart@kaslo.ca
Beer gardens

Council adopted an amendment
to the Village’s beer garden regulation
bylaw, which removes the requirement
that beer garden licences must be
approved at least 30 days in advance
of an event.

With the amendment adopted
and taking effect immediately, Kaslo
Baseball and Softball Association
(KBSA) was granted a beer garden
licence for its end-of-season
tournament and celebration.

Councillor Matthew Brown
recused himself for this item, as he is
part of the KBSA.

Library lot use

Kaslo Community Services (KCS)
got the go-ahead to use a vacant
lot across from Front Street Park to
accommodate additional Saturday
market vendors on August 3, during
Jazz Fest.

However, KCS will not have
exclusive rights to the lot for the day.
During past August long weekends,
FireSmart and Wildsafe BC have
used the lot for their display booths. A
condition of KCS’s TLO is that these
municipal partners must still be able
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to use the space on August 3.

The Village-owned vacant lot is
intended for the future library building.
Library board appointee

Trish Feeney was appointed as
a Kaslo and District Public Library
(KDPL) trustee, replacing former
trustee Anne Heard. Feeney will
also fill Heard’s place on the Library
Building Committee, with a term
ending December 31, 2026.

Heard stepped down from the
library board after serving the eight-
year maximum term.

The Library Building Committee
was formed in 2019 to advise council
and the library board on the new
library building project. Mayor Suzan
Hewat, Councillor Erika Bird, and two
KDPL trustees sit on the committee.
Kootenay Lake
Partnership

CAO Robert Baker will represent
the Village of Kaslo in the Kootenay
Lake Partnership (KLP).

Formed in 2010, KLP is a multi-
agency partnership that supports
management decisions that keep the
Kootenay Lake ecosystem productive
and healthy.

Partners include the RDCK,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the
Lower Kootenay Band (Yaqan
Nukiy), the Ktunaxa Nation Council,
Canadian Columbia Inter-tribal
Fisheries Commission, the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations, the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure,
Interior Health Authority, and the City
of Nelson.

Indigenous efforts to restore
salmon to the Upper Columbia

submitted

Nestled in the heart of the Pacific
Northwest, the Columbia River, once
hailed as the greatest salmon-producing
river in the world, hasn’t seen a
significant spawn in its upper portion
for 85 years. However, Indigenous-led
salmon restoration efforts are currently
underway to try to change that.

Since the construction of the Grand
Coulee Dam in 1939, salmon have been
blocked from returning to the Canadian
portion of the Upper Columbia River.
Despite this, Indigenous Nations have
remained committed to the goal of
salmon reintroduction. Five years
ago,Bringing the Salmon Home: the
Columbia River Salmon Reintroduction
Initiative was launched. This initiative,
led by the Syilx Okanagan Nation,
Secwépemc Nation and Ktunaxa
Nation, is in partnership with the
Government of Canada and the
Province of British Columbia, with
support from Columbia Basin Trust.
The initiative aims to reintroduce
salmon to Indigenous food, social and
ceremonial needs, as well as to benefit
the region’s residents and ecosystems.

In support of this initiative,
the Bringing the Salmon Home
Transboundary Tour was launched on
May 24 and 25 this year. This event
united hundreds of people at the river’s
headwaters in the East Kootenay to
raise awareness about the historical
and ecological significance of the
Columbia River and the importance of

salmon reintroduction. The tour, under
the banner, ‘It takes ariver of people to
bring the salmon home,” highlights the
collaborative efforts involved in this
significant project.

The launch included the unveiling
of a Bringing the Salmon Home mural
by Ktunaxa artist Darcy Luke at
Oakisq’nuk First Nation, Windermere,
and a Tri-Nation ceremonial salmon
fry release in Invermere, where people
participated in releasing salmon fry into
the lake. The following day featured
special presentations and cultural
performances took place at Raven’s
Nest, overlooking the Columbia River
wetlands, north of Fairmont Hot
Springs.

Following the tour launch,
discussions with high school students
and a community film screening of
‘Bringing the Salmon Home’ were
held at Golden Secondary School on
May 27. A series of Transboundary
Tour activities are planned over the
coming year.

Combining Indigenous knowledge,
Western science and cultural
engagement, the initiative aims to
reintroduce salmon to the Canadian
portion of the Columbia River, a
significant goal as nearly 40% of
the river’s main stem originates in
southeastern BC. Ongoing efforts
include ceremonial salmon fry releases
and technical studies.

Learn more at
columbiariversalmon.ca.
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by Jan McMurray

Former CFO Nathan Russ
presented the audited financial
statements for 2023.

The Village’s assets, both financial
and non-financial (buildings and other
infrastructure), were up considerably
in 2023 over 2022. Financial assets
climbed to $2.3 million in 2023 from
$1.8 million in 2022, mostly Russ due
to the Growing Communities grant of
$585,000 and CBT grants of $140,000,
Russ explained. Non-financial assets
were at $3.3 million by the end of 2023,
up from $2.8 million in 2022, because
the Village has been upgrading its assets
with projects such as the playground
and Memorial Hall heat pumps.

Revenues generated from
sale of services were higher than
budgeted, mostly due to higher-than-
expected campground revenues. The
campground brought in $65,000, and
hall rentals, etc. brought in another
$25,000. Investment income was also
quite a bit higher than predicted, as
interest rates remained high.

Expenses overall were higher
than budgeted. Russ said there was

I COMMUNITY
Silverton council, July 10: 2023 financial statements presented

a combination of many things that
accounted for this, such as unbudgeted
expenses for the gallery, high audit
costs for the year 2022 and extra
expenses caused by staff turnover.

The 2023 surplus was $613,932.
Russ explained that this is not profit.
These funds, left over after the
operating expenses have been paid,
mostly go into capital reserves. The
Village has $1.1 million in capital
reserves: general reserve - $117,254;
water reserve - $10,624; Community
Works Fund - $443,918; Growing
Communities Fund - $587,190.

Marie Chanton from Childs
Chanton Chartered Professional
Accountants said the audit was difficult
to do because it was not always possible
for the Village to provide supporting
documentation. During public time,
Michael Dorsey suggested the Village
hire a temporary staffperson to focus on
records management. Mayor Gordon
thanked him for the suggestion and
said the Village has “rooms of boxes.”
Traffic calming at Day
Park

Signage will be installed to calm

traffic on the approach to the Day Park.
A 30 km/hr sign indicating a park and
playground, and a ‘yield to oncoming
traffic’ sign will be erected at the
intersection of Hunter and 4th Streets.
Concerns about this intersection were
brought to council’s attention by
Anthony Neilson and Janet Bryger,
who will be encouraged to provide
feedback on the effectiveness of the
new signage.
Firehall roof replacement

Council approved a budget of
$20,000 to replace the firehall roof.
CAO Lemke said there is now interior
damage, as well, so it needs to be done
“sooner rather than later.” CAO Lemke
said a local contractor has provided
an estimate of $15,660, but no one is
available to do the job at the moment.
Zoning violation

The owners of alot that has recently
been accumulating unlicenced vehicles
will be asked to remove them, as
this is not a permitted use in the R-1
residential zone. An occupied camper
van is parked on the lot, which has no
connections to water, septic or hydro.

Councillor Leah Main commented

New Denver council, July 9: Associated Engineering delegation

by Jan McMurray

Council learned about the municipal
engineering services offered by
Associated Engineering, an employee-
owned company based in Edmonton,
with 23 offices across Canada. Andrew
Christopher of Associated Engineering
made it clear that the company would
love to work with the Village of New
Denver. He told council that the Alberta
and BC offices could help the Village
with projects pertaining to water, solid
waste, flood mitigation and restoration,
asset management, energy efficiency,
transportation, and buildings.

‘Honesty, integrity and trust’ is the
company’s motto, Christopher said.
They view their work as a community
service and always put the client first.
“We are responsive and respectful, and
we communicate with our clients with
integrity.”

Christopher said Associated
Engineering worked with CAO Ash
Alam when he was CAO of North
Battlefield, Saskatchewan and has
developed a good working relationship
with him. Christopher said he was
“ecstatic” when he heard Alam was
moving to New Denver because he has
been coming here on his motorcycle
from Edmonton for eight years. “We
love it here,” he said.

Zoning for microbrewery

The proposed microbrewery
project in downtown New Denver
is moving through the regulatory
process. The owners of the property
slated for the brewery, at the corner
of Sixth Avenue and Josephine, have
applied for a zoning amendment to
allow microbreweries in the Core
Commercial zone. Staff will draft
the zoning amendment for council
consideration at an upcoming meeting.
Visitor Centre funding

Council agreed to the request
from the Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce for a meeting to discuss
a Fee for Service agreement for the
Visitor Centre.

“We all know how important the
Visitor Centre is to this village,” said
Councillor Colin Moss. “So many of
our residents started out as visitors.
The Visitor Centre plays a big part in
attracting new residents.”

The letter says the Village has been
providing the Chamber with a grant-in-
aid of about $1,500 per year. However,
a new grant-in-aid policy has recently
been adopted, capping grants at $500.
“In light of the change to the Village’s
grant-in-aid policy, we’d like to explore
a Fee for Service Agreement,” the
letter says.

Land acknowledgment to
be revisited

Staff will bring a proposed land
acknowledgement and background
information to the next council meeting.
CAO Ash Alam said the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) is encouraging
all local governments to have one.
Mayor Leonard Casley and Councillor
Colin Moss both indicated that they are
still opposed to the idea, but are open to
having staff provide a report.

Knox Hall cooling centre

Knox Hall’s hours as a cooling
centre were extended from 10 am-3 pm
to 10 am-5 pm. Councillor John Fyke
said sustained temperatures above 26°C
can be harmful, and volunteered to be
there from 3 to 5 pm.

Treadmills at fitness centre

Councillor John Fyke reported
on the treadmill situation at the New
Denver Community Gym and Fitness
Centre. There has been a delay in
getting the new treadmill because the
wrong model was shipped. The new
one will have a 30% incline, Fyke
said, and the old one is being fixed. He
said there is a much higher demand
for treadmills than stationary bikes, so
there will be two treadmills and one
bike by winter.

Motor vehicle accidents

Mayor Leonard Casley mentioned
the three recent accidents that New
Denver’s emergency responders had

attended. He thanked the three RCMP
officers who assisted — Nick Alpaugh,
Shaun Kennedy and Mike Moore out
of Nakusp. He said most members of
the travelling public give emergency
responders the space to do their jobs,
but those who don’t make it very
difficult.

Appointments

CAO and Corporate Officer Ashraf
Alam was appointed as approving
officer for subdivision applications.
Alam has the training and certification
needed to fulfill this role.

The mayor and corporate officer
were appointed as signing authorities
for the Village.

Police seek
witnesses to fatal
collision in Hills

submitted

BC Highway Patrol is looking to
speak with witnesses who arrived at
the scene of the July 5 collision on
Highway 6 near Hills that claimed the
lives of a family of four.

The collision took place south of
Crown Road on Highway 6 at about
5:38 pm. It involved a southbound
tractor trailer hauling dimensional
lumber and a northbound Ford
Maverick hauling a camping trailer.

BC Highway Patrol Nelson is
seeking any possible witnesses to the
collision — anyone who may have seen
the collision take place, arrived shortly
after the collision, or who rendered
assistance to the individuals involved.
Specifically, a couple in their mid- to
late-30s were travelling northbound in
adark-coloured SUV at the time of the
collision and may have witnessed the
collision as it unfolded. Police would
like to speak with this couple and are
seeking their identity.

BC Highway Patrol is asking
for anyone witnessed this crash or
who have dashcam video to contact
BCHP Nelson at 250-354-5180 and
refer to file number 2024-2914.

that RV living is becoming quite
common, as housing becomes more
and more unaffordable.

Community Development fund

The Village’s Community
Development fund has accumulated
over $66,000 over the last few years,
Councillor Main reported. This fund is
held by the RDCK and released to the
Village through a simple application
process. The funds come from grants-
in-lieu of property taxes paid by BC
Hydro and Telus. Main explained
that they don’t pay property taxes for
their easements and infrastructure;
instead, they provide grants-in-lieu to
the RDCK.

She also said that BC and Canada
have signed an eight-year agreement
to continue the Canada Community-
Building Fund, and Silverton will
receive about $72,000 per year. The
fund’s revenues come from gas taxes.
Shared RDCK services

Silverton receives about 12 services
through the RDCK, and some of these —
mostly parks and recreation — are shared
with the Villages of New Denver and
Slocan, and Area H. The RDCK would
like to see these services be managed by
Shared Service Committees, consisting

I

of local elected officials only, rather
than commissions, which consists
of members of the public as well as
elected officials. She said there would
be policy advisory groups or some way
to get public input into the operation of
the services.
Housing society rep
Councillor Don Broughton was
appointed to attend New Denver and
Area Housing Society board meetings,
with Councillor Brian Mills as alternate.

SmMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

$10-$30

Only

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0
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Nakusp council, July 8: Business licence denial for boutique motel overturned

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

After a lengthy debate, council
voted to overturn the CAO’s decision
to deny a business licence for a
boutique motel at 85 1st Street NW,
in the old Beau Vista Motel building.

Jonathan Sobottka and Drayson
Netzelwood of Post Tenebras Lux
Holdings Ltd. came before council,
requesting a reconsideration of their
motel business licence application,
which CAO Wayne Robinson first
denied due to safety reasons and
noncompliance with the Village’s
zoning bylaw.

The zoning bylaw defines motels
as buildings with more than five
sleeping units. The boutique motel in
question has only four self-contained
units. However, each unit has two
bedrooms, so the owners argue they
have eight sleeping units.

CAO Wayne Robinson feels the
business is being operated more like
a ‘short-term rental’ and ‘dwelling
unit,’ as per the zoning bylaw. For the
past year and a half, the applicants
have been operating two of the units
as full-time boutique motel suites,
and a third as a long-term rental for
a caretaker.

Robinson acknowledged that
the definition of ‘sleeping unit’
is problematic — staff has already
been planning to update it — but
one incorrect provision does not
invalidate an entire bylaw. The intent
of a bylaw should also be considered,
he said.

Robinson proposed that the
applicants apply for a site-specific
zoning amendment. The Village has
an interest in the building operating
as a motel, he said, but first it needs
to come into compliance.

However, an amendment
likely wouldn’t be approved until
September, since council will only
meet once in August.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-
Caux made the motion to allow the
business licence, with the intent that
Sobottka and Netzelwood apply for
a site-specific amendment when the
zoning bylaw is updated.

“Tappreciate the fact that they’ve
highlighted the deficiencies in the
bylaw,” he said. “One of the things

SO000 HANDSOME!
‘HANDSOME" is not just a pretty face — he’s
snuggly and friendly too! He is an adult
male, all-round really nice cat! And yes,
‘HANDSOME” loves treats! Please call the
PALS phone line, 250-265-3792, to see if he
will be purrfect at your house.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

we have identified as a gap in the
community is accommodation for
tourists and travellers. I don’t think
they should be punished for our
mistakes.”

Council and staff acknowledged
the work that Post Tenebras Lux
Holdings has put into fixing up the
building, which was converted from
Beau Vista Motel into long-term
dwelling units before falling into
disrepair.

Water reservoir cover to
be replaced

The Village is beginning the
design phase of the Reservoir
Cover Replacement Project, with
a $50,000 budget coming from
the water reserve fund. The funds
are being reallocated from the raw
water irrigation project, and will not
increase the 2024 budget.

The reservoir is the
1,000,000-gallon reservoir — so-
called ‘the million’—and holds treated
water from the water treatment plant.
Originally constructed as a concrete
reservoir, it was later lined with a
flexible membrane and covered with
30 mm plastic to keep untreated
water and foreign objects out of the
potable water supply.

A contractor determined that
the plastic cover is reaching the
end of its life due to age and UV
damage, making it more likely to
tear and allow external water into
the reservoir. With this assessment,
the Village will need to begin the
replacement project this year, rather
than next.

The Village has two replacement
choices: a $150,000 flexible cover, or
a $500,000 hard roof cover. Though
more expensive, a hard roof lasts
longer, requires less upkeep, and
would cut down on the staff time
needed to maintain a flexible cover.

“It is anticipated that the lower
maintenance and longer lifespan of
the [hard] roof will not only reduce
risk to the water system, but also cost
a similar amount when looking at the
operation costs,” reads a July 4 staff
report from Cavan Gates, director of
operations.

Once the design is complete, staff
will bring a final recommendation to
council on how to proceed.

The current liner is providing the
necessary protection. No harmful
bacteria have been detected. Water
samples are tested for bacteria
weekly, and other regular tests are
performed to ensure the Village’s
drinking water stays in compliance
with the Canadian Drinking Water
Guidelines. Interior Health has
access to these tests, and the Village
is notified immediately if any public
health risks are found.

Meeting with Sinixt
Confederacy

The Village will apply for
$10,000 from the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) to host a
Community to Community (C2C)
forum with the Sinixt of the Colville
Confederacy.

UBCM provides funding to
local governments to support
C2C meetings with First Nations

elected officials. C2C forums are an
opportunity to build relationships,
support reconciliation, resolve
issues of common responsibility,
and advance tangible outcomes.

Since the Village is already
inviting a Sinixt delegation to
attend the 50th anniversary of the
hot springs on October 19, staff
recommends that the C2C forum
be planned for the day before, on
October 18.

Staff also recommends that
meetings with other Indigenous
peoples, such as the Syilx and
Ktunaxa, be planned in future years,
as the Sinixt are not the only group
that lay claim to Arrow Lakes as their
traditional territory.

Fire Chief report

Fire Chief Terry Warren provided
a written quarterly report.

There have been 52 incidents
from January 1 to June 30, including
13 motor vehicle incidents, two
downed power lines, seven false
calls, 11 BC Emergency Health
Services lift assists, two chimney
fires, three structure fires, two brush
fires, one vehicle fire at the lake, a gas
station pump leak, and complaints
concerning smells, backyard
burning, etc.

The fire department has
completed 53 fire inspections and
issued fire permits.

Volunteer firefighters have
participated in training, safety
meetings, weekly practices, incident
debriefings, and critical incident
stress meetings. They have also done
cross training with other agencies,
fire departments, and emergency
groups.

There have been Emergency
Preparedness meetings concerning
freshet flooding, weather, and
wildfires. The department has also
mapped out water sources and access
throughout the fire protection area,
and met with contractors who may be
needed to assist with water tending.

Noel Ballard, Nakusp’s
FireSmart/Emergency Program
Coordinator, met with the department
regarding training and equipment
grants.

Use of public property
policy

Council adopted the Use of
Public Property Policy, which
expands on the bylaw that was
adopted on April 22.

The policy establishes guidelines
and requirements to ensure all event
organizers — persons, businesses,
and non-profits — are using public
properties and facilities fairly and
consistently.

If an event requires a significant
amount of Village resources,
organizers will need to submit a
statement outlining the event’s
benefit to the community, and council
will make the final decision. Free
events for the public that enhance
the public space will be considered
‘public good,” and staff will work
with organizers to reduce costs where
possible.

Event organizers must fill out a
request form at least one month in

advance of the event. They must also
provide a damage deposit, pay any
applicable rental fees, and provide
third-party liability insurance. Event
organizers may also need to get
additional permits, and supply plans
and security details, depending on
the nature of the event.

The policy doesn’t include rental
of the Nakusp and District Sports
Complex.

Community Works
funding

The Village is expecting
Community Works funding (gas
tax) of $135,765 per year from 2024
t0 2026, and $141,195 for 2027 and
2028. This funding can only be used
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for specific infrastructure purposes,
such as: local roads and bridges,
including active transportation;
regional and local airports;
broadband connectivity for residents,
businesses, and institutions;
public transit, drinking water and
wastewater; waste management
systems; community energy systems;
sport, recreational, cultural, and
tourism infrastructure; climate
change, natural disaster, extreme
weather, and fire hall infrastructure;
and capacity building, including
municipal long-term planning
practices and asset management.

Health infrastructure
investments, like hospitals and senior
centres, are not eligible.

New harvest level set for Arrow

Lake area

submitted

British Columbia’s deputy chief
forester has set the new allowable
annual cut (AAC) level for Tree Farm
Licence 23 (TFL), located northwest of
Castlegar, near Arrow Lake. The TFL
licence is currently held by Interfor, and
formerly by Pope and Talbot.

The new AAC for the TFL is
382,800 cubic metres. This is a 7%
reduction from the previous AAC,
while remaining above the average
annual harvest level of the past 12
years.

The new level reflects adjustments
made to account for the removal of the
Incomappleux Valley Conservancy
area and to account for lower harvest
performance on slopes greater than
50%. Reductions were also applied to
account for unstable and potentially
unstable terrain, increased wildlife-tree
retention, and the disposition of 90,000
cubic metres of unharvested volume.

To maintain sustainable forestry
and deter overharvesting in lower
sloped areas, the new determination
includes three partitions: a maximum of
306,200 cubic metres per year (80% of
the AAC) can be harvested from stands
on slopes less than 50%; a maximum
of 19,100 cubic metres (5% of the
AAC) may be harvested from stands
defined as old forest; and a maximum
of 363,700 cubic metres (95% of the
AAC) may be harvested from stands
that are not defined as old forest.

The Province and First Nations
have worked with industry to defer
harvest of at-risk old-growth forest
while work progresses on long-term
approaches to old-growth management
in the Kootenay-Boundary region. As
outlined in the AAC partitions, some
harvesting of old forests continues
outside of deferral areas.

The TFL overlaps the territory of
13 First Nations, all of whom were
consulted during the timber supply
review process. The deputy chief
forester also sought and considered
public and industry input.

The deputy chief forester’s AAC
determination is an independent,
professional judgment based on
information ranging from technical
forestry reports, First Nations
consultations, input from the public and
the government’s social and economic
objectives.

Under the Forest Act, the deputy or
chief forester must determine the AAC
in each of the province’s 37 timber
supply areas and 34 tree farm licences
at least once every 10 years.

The 13 First Nations that have
territory that overlaps with TFL 23
include: the Adams Lake Indian Band,
Ktunaxa Nation Council, Neskonlith
Indian Band, Shuswap Band,
Sinixt - Lakes Tribe of the Colville
Confederated Tribes (Sinixt), Little
Shuswap Lake Indian Band, Splats’in
First Nation, West Bank First Nation,
as well as the Okanagan Indian Band,
Lower Similkameen Indian Band,
Osoyoos Indian Band, Penticton Indian
Band, and Upper Nicola Band, who are
all members of the Okanagan Nation
Alliance.

Whatshan generating
station out of service

for maintenance
submitted

The generating unit at Whatshan
Dam has been taken out of service
until November 8 for maintenance,
BC Hydro reports. This will result
in increased flows on the Whatshan
River.

“Based on historical inflow
records, we expect that the discharges
from the dam will remain under 10
cubic metres per second in July and
will decrease to 3 to 5 cubic metres
per second from August to October.
This will result in increased flows
on the Whatshan River, as the water
will pass through the dam to the
‘Whatshan River instead of through the
powerhouse,” states a notice issued by
BC Hydro.

‘Whatshan Lake was drafted to just
above its normal minimum reservoir
level of 640.4 metres by Monday,
July 8. BC Hydro says the lake level
will be controlled within its normal
seasonal operating range while the
generating unit is being maintenance,
July 8-November 8.

BC Hydro asks everyone to make
safety their top priority when visiting
this area, by respecting warning signs
and following safety rules.

For up-to-date reservoir elevation
and river flow information, call BC
Hydro’s toll-free number at 1-877-
924-2444 or visit bchydro.com.
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Kootenay Gallery of Art announces new exhibits by two local artists

submitted

The Kootenay Gallery of Art is
exhibiting the work of well-known
local artists, Barbara Brown and
Jenny Baillie. The exhibits will
be on display from August 1 to
September 7.

Both shows have an opening
reception at 5:30 pm on August 1.

Barbara Brown is an artist and
author residing in the Slocan Valley,
where she paints and writes about
the forest where she lives. Her show
is entitled ‘Sylvan Reflections’,
and explores her intimacy with the
woods, which is reflected in her
paintings. Brown expertly captures
the enchantment of the forest
with her juxtaposition of realism
lovingly rendered, with other-worldly
symbolism and/or geometric elements
— sometimes hidden, and always
spellbinding. Brown has exhibited
and won awards in juried exhibitions
in the past, and she shows her work
annually during the Columbia Basin
Culture Tour. Online, she exhibits
at Manhattan Arts International’s
The Healing Power of Art and
Artists, where she has won a special
recognition award in ‘The Healing
Power of Elements’ exhibition, and
awards of excellence in “The Healing
Power of Art 2020,” and ‘Spirit of
Resilience’” shows. Her work is in
private collections across the country.

Thank you for supporting your local

In addition to her exhibit of
paintings, Brown will also launch her
book Volume II, Sylvan Reflections,
Wanderings, Paintings and
Ponderings from the Forest, along
with a companion film entitled On
BEAUTY As We Come to It in the
FOREST. The book launch will take
place at the gallery on August § at
6:30 pm.

Jenny Baillie has lived in Rossland
for the past 40 years, drawn by the
skiing and the West Kootenay vibe.
She has been painting consistently
for 20+ years, first in watercolours
and then acrylics, which remain her
preferred medium. Initially inspired
by the mountains and flowers of the
West Kootenay, she has also delved
into a variety of subjects, such as
early mountaineering women, wildlife
(especially bear portraits), faces of
interest, and super heroes.

Her work is well received and
has found homes throughout North
America, in the UK and Europe, and
in Australia and New Zealand.

“My art journey has been one
of experimentation,” said Baillie.
“Public feedback has been interesting.
I try to explain that I am ‘evolving’
which is what I believe an artist needs
to do. Hence the title of this latest
exhibition: ‘Evolution is not a Theory.’
My paintings will hopefully provide a
visual story that change as an artist is

an integral part of the creative process.
The subtle or not so subtle reference

to Darwin’s Theory of Evolution is

intentional!”

This exhibit represents both recent
and previous work.

Barbara Brown is showing at the Kootenay Gallery, August 1 - September 7.

The Centennial Park Stage in New Denver is under construction. North Mountain Construction has poured the concrete for the foundation. Next,
the concrete slab will be poured, earthworks will proceed, and then construction of the covered stage will begin. Performances and gatherings in
the park will be greatly enhanced with the new staBong with the new washroom building.

usinesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp « bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open 3-9 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales available
during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo » 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle,
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Local author Caroline Woodward will be launching her new picture book, Have You Ever

Heard a Whale Exhale?, at Knox Hall on Tuesday, July 2nd, from 2-3 pm. Entry is by
donation as the eventis a fundraiser for our community library. Raven’s Nest will be there
selling Caroline’s new book as well as many of her other excellent titles. Please join us!
* We now have beautiful 2025 calendars from local artist Sab Curtis and Nelson-based
photographer Douglas Noblet « Silver Cedar has replenished our selection of their popular
—and locally made - products, including jewelry, plushies, cards, and gift sets « And last,
but not least, we have more locally-made soaps from Dirty Sisters * Thanks for shopping
locally — we hope to see you soon! « Hours: Open Monday to Saturday, 10:00 - 5:00
Sunday 10 am - 3:00 pm « 250-358-2178 « Facebook & Instagram * RavensNestBC.com «

Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Kaslo Jazz Festival continues to innovate in its 31st year

by Art Joyce

Now in its 31st year, the Kaslo
Jazz Festival is continuing to
innovate to meet the challenges of
the times, says festival coordinator
Paul Hinrichs.

Some 30 bands and performers
are on the bill this year from August
2 to 4, including popular local acts

such as the Circus Act Insomniacs,
the Eisenhauers, and community
group the Moving Mosaic Samba
Band. As the audience for traditional
jazz has waned, a much looser,
more contemporary understanding
of what constitutes “jazz” at the
festival now embraces artists across
multiple genres. That said, Hinrichs

emphasizes that the basic mandate of
the festival — to foster and promote
jazz and related forms of music in the
Kootenays — hasn’t changed.

“Our criteria for that are virtuosity,
improvization, collaboration, and an
advanced musical understanding. It’s
not about a genre. As I've said before,
jazz is a philosophy in my mind, and
is about exploration and breaking
ground. I don’t see jazz as pandering
to traditions and standards. It’s about
pushing the envelope, and we book
acts that do that in their respective
genre be it world music, bluegrass,
funk, folk, or jazz.”

Marketing can be a challenge in
a digital environment where search
algorithms tend to corral people into
silos with little crossover of alternate
viewpoints, or in the case of music,
alternate genres. While the festival’s
main legacy media sponsor remains
the CBC, Hinrichs still believes the
most effective tool for promoting the
festival is distinctly old school — word
of mouth.

“Our marketing approach isn’t
focused on having to educate a new
batch of patrons every year through
print, radio, or social media. Instead,
we have been building and retaining
a core of loyal patrons who know
the calibre of music and event we
present. Over the years they tell their
friends, bring their families, and
spread the word that this is an event
that resonates with them.”

Coldwell Banker Open Houses
Sunday Aug 4 and Wednesday Aug 14

10 am to Noon - 318 Lake Ave, Silverton

Noon to 2pm - 502 Turner St, Silverton

2pmto4pm - 1305 Denver Siding Rd, New Denver
Bill Lander 250-551-5652

S

The largest age demographic for
Kaslo Jazz is 30-45, says Hinrichs,
but the festival aims to be inclusive
of anyone who wants to experience
“world-class music in a stunning part
of the planet.” The youth policy has
been adjusted to remain viable for
young families to participate, with the
goal of fostering an inter-generational
connection to the festival. Kids
under 12 get in free and youth aged
13-18 get 50% off tickets. Although
there’s no seniors’ discount, there’s an
accessibility program for those with
mobility issues or who need special
assistance. This includes early access
to the site, discounted companion
tickets, special camping, and priority
shuttle boarding.

As part of the festival’s zero
waste commitment, there will be no
printed programs this year. Instead,
audiences can download a phone
app called Woov, and then search
for Kaslo Jazz. The app will deliver
notifications direct to attendees such
as schedule changes, emergencies, as
well as information about artists. For
those who don’t use smartphones, all
the important festival information is
available from signage around the
site, with large schedule signs by each
entrance, and an info booth at the top

of the Kaslo Bay hill.

Another new feature will be the
first-time ever inclusion of credit
cards into festival payment options,
so that even beer tickets can be
paid for with a card as well as cash.
Kaslo Jazz has partnered with an
organization called Plus 1 so that
$1 per ticket goes to supporting
the Unison Fund and their work
offering counselling and emergency
relief services to the Canadian music
community. In addition, the festival
no longer takes a cut from artist
products such as T-shirts, CDs, and
LPs sold at the Merchandise Tent.
Artists rely heavily on merch sales,
explains Hinrichs, and across the
music industry, it’s common for
venues and festivals to take up to 25%
of artist sales.

Independently of Kaslo Jazz, the
village’s main street lights up with
music in the cafés and the Kaslo
Hotel, so be sure to spend some time
soaking up Kaslo night life during
festival weekend.

For more information, to buy
tickets, volunteer, or check out the
Kaslo Jazz Spotify playlist and get
a sense ahead of time which musical
acts you’d like to see, visit: https://
kaslojazzfest.com.

Artsy chairs to raise funds for Heritage Hall

submitted

From time to time, inspiration
strikes. That’s what happened for the
Kaslo United Church Heritage Hall
project, “The Artist’s Chair.’

This past year, the Heritage Hall
received a gift of new comfortable
chairs, leaving a surplus of the old
wooden ones.

Then came the inspirational idea
—have local artists paint a scene on
each chair, and offer them for sale
as a fundraiser for the heat pump
project for Heritage Hall.

This idea caught fire, and
volunteers got busy cleaning and
priming the chairs for the numerous,

enthusiastic artists to create their
works of art on each chair.

The chairs will be for sale
beside the laundromat on August
3 (Jazz Fest weekend) and at the
Heritage Hall on August 10 during
the Regional Culture Crawl. For a
sneak peak, one of these chairs is on
display in the window of the Kaslo
Seniors’ Hall.

This project has been an
example of how a wide number
of community members can work
together for the benefit of all. It all
started with one group making a
gift to another, and the idea grew
from there.

everal chairs, painted by local artists, will be offered for sale to raise funds for the Heritage Hall
heat pump project.
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Singletrack 6 mountain biking event will be back

by Jan McMurray

The Singletrack 6 mountain
biking event was held July 11-16
from Castlegar to Nakusp, and will
return to our area again next year.

“We’ve been moving it every
year for quite a while and we’ve
explored most of the communities
we want to explore,” said Aaron
McConnell, ST6 media contact. “We
felt this year’s course was quite good,
so we’d like to try settling in for a few
years in one region.”

ST6 has been an annual event
since 2002, with two missed years
due to COVID. The race has been
held in the Canadian Rockies,
Kootenays or Okanagan for all of

its 21 years and was “born from
the desire to showcase premiere
Western Canadian mountain bike
communities,” according to the
event’s website at singletrack6.com.

ST6 was held in the West
Kootenay in 2017, in Rossland,
Nelson and Kaslo. “We thought
about doing another West Kootenay
version but wanted to do a bit
different route than last time, so we
decided to head north and try New
Denver and Nakusp,” McConnell
explained.

Another reason for choosing
our area is that a member of the ST6
course crew lives in New Denver.
“Shannon has connections with the

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

The Kaslo Edible Garden Tour featured a lush variety of food-producing gardens, with the
Kaslo Community Garden and nine private gardens opened to the public on July 14. Here,
Kim Walker welcomes us to her flower and vegetable garden. Ticket sales will benefit Kaslo

Community Services Society and the Kaslo Food Hub.

local mountain biking community
and was able to give us some good
route options,” McConnell said.

This year’s six-day event was
held in Castlegar, Nelson, Kaslo,
New Denver and Nakusp. ST6
organizers reach out to local trail/
mountain biking groups for help
choosing routes and for volunteers
on race day. ST6 makes a donation
to the clubs of $15 per rider per day,
to help with trail maintenance.

“We use provincial recreation
sites primarily, so we reach out to
the group in each town that has a
partnership with the Province as
the official stewardship group,”
McConnell explained, such as North
Slocan Trails Society, Nakusp Bike
Society and Kaslo Mountain Bike
Club.

About 200 people participated
this year, which is similar to the
number of participants in the past
few years, McConnell said. There
was one rider from Nakusp (Jon
Williams), one from Kaslo (Zuzana
Salz), and some from Nelson. Most
riders come from BC and Alberta,
but some hail from quite far away.
Nine countries were represented,
including the US, France, Argentina,
Ecuador and New Zealand.

ST6is not an officially sanctioned
event. “It’s mostly for bragging rights
and more for fun for most of the
pack,” said McConnell. “We do get
pro racers and others who like to

PHOTO CREDIT: JOHN FYKE

compete, but for most, it’s about the
ride, meeting up with friends, and
experiencing the region.”

The average age of the
participants is in the 40s, McConnell
said, “so we don’t put too much
emphasis on results and categories.”

There is a podium and prizes, but no
cash prizes.

McConnell said this year’s
participants “really liked the trails and
communities, and loved being able to
jump into the lake after riding! We’re
looking forward to coming back.”

New Denver resident Kate James fires the starting gun at New Denver’s Centennial Park for
the Singletrack 6 event.
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The Aunte Indigenous Residency opens in New Denver

by Moe Lyons

Jaymie Campbell is an
Indigenous woman with a vision,
and the energy and will to make it
real. On the weekend of July 20, The
Aunte Indigenous Residency in New
Denver opened its doors to the public
for the first time.

Located in a beautifully
renovated building on Campbell’s
property at 820 Bellevue Street, the
Residency offers an exhibition space,
a workshop area and two exquisitely
designed conjoined suites for artists
in residence. The suites are designed
to accommodate individuals or
families. One of the organization’s
commitments is to “invite artists
to attend the residency with their
families, as to not isolate artists that
have parental responsibilities.”

The Aunte is run by a non-
profit organization dedicated to
fostering Indigenous art across
the full spectrum of disciplines.
According to their promotional
material, “Through a variety of
initiatives such as workshops,
training programs, mentorship
opportunities and collaborative
projects, we provide artists with the
resources and support they need to
develop their craft and enhance their

professional skills.”

Called ‘The Aunte’ to honour
Indigenous women and their role
in our communities, the name is a
play on words from the phrase ‘the
aunties upping the ante.” Campbell
acknowledges her great debt to
the women who sat with her and
started her on her path to becoming a
respected Indigenous artist, who has
in turn has made the choice to assist
others to realize their full potential.

“I am passionate about our
inherent rights and how we assert
these,” she states. “We want to
provide spaces for people to do that
work how they want to do it. The
practice of art is an inherent right.
Art is healing our communities and
is an expression of our relationship
to the land and each other.”

She stresses that she did not do
this alone. “I did this with a great,
supportive team.” The board of
the organization has members that
represent several areas of expertise,
including visual arts, writing,
governance, land-based knowledge,
and curatorial skills. Campbell says
they are essentially operating with
the age-old concept of ‘knowledge
keepers.’

One of these board members,

joldhamfinehomes.ca

“When You Want It Done Right”

[Majorirenovations

Contact Jesse Oldham ¢ Joldhamfinehomes.ca
(licenced HPO Builder)
(cell #2250 551 2593) * Jesseoldham@hotmail.ca
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Laura Linklater, is part of the
Gwich’in Nation in the Yukon and
is a hide tanner. She describes how
tanning is part of a whole cultural
practice, starting from the hunters
who bring back a beautiful skin, then
to the women who tan the hide, then
to the artists who do the beadwork
and create adornment and regalia.
“My grandmother says you used to
know exactly where someone came
from by the patterns on the regalia
they wore.”

The Aunte is a space to immerse
yourself in reclamation and
revitalization of our artistic practices,
she says.

Campbell explains she spent
five years developing good relations
with all kinds of people in various
Indigenous communities and the
arts community prior to undertaking
this project. “We felt like we had a
responsibility to our communities
to talk to them first.” It’s all about
accountability and credibility, she
says.

The current plan is to have eight
residencies per year, in the spring
and fall. These will include both
“incredible established artists and
emerging artists.” The intent is to
pay the artists a stipend while they
are here because many artists have
to work at other jobs to support
themselves and cannot afford to
take time off for the development
of their work without recompense.
Initially, the artists will be chosen
by the board, but eventually the
artists who have been in residence
will help choose who is invited to
come. Summer and winter will have
different programs; winter will focus
more on skills and training, and
summer will focus on partnership
residencies.

The first artist in residence is
Catherine Blackburn, a Chipewyan
woman and member of the English
River First Nation from Patuanak,
Saskatchewan. Catherine is a
multidisciplinary artist and jeweller.
She emphasizes the two roles cannot
be separated, and that jewellery
and adornment are one example of
how Indigenous people celebrate
their identity. A photo of one of
her conceptual pieces, a stunning
beadwork mask, is displayed in
the gallery space. It is featured
in a short and powerful video
presentation entitled ‘Unsettle,’
which can be viewed at https://
www.catherineblackburn.com/
unsettle. ‘Unsettle’ explores themes
of power and reclamation through
the duality of Indigenous presence
and erasure. Bound by the deep
love that Indigenous adornment
suggests, this wearable work shifts
tactics of erasure into spiritual
embodiment; celebrating the ways
in which Indigenous bodies refuse to
be minimized by the oppressiveness
of colonialism.

Catherine grew up off reserve
and learned beadwork from her
grandmother, auntie, and dear friend
Kirsten Ryder. Her grandmother,
who was also a hide tanner, heavily
influences her practice. Blackburn
states the practice of art “is a strong,

powerful way of connecting and
reconnecting.” She is committed to
the intertwined concepts of identity
and home. “What home represents is
not just a place,” she says. “I carry
my ancestors within me, Indigenous
knowledges pass through me.”

Blackburn deems regalia as
armour that protects and celebrates
the body in her body of work titled,
‘New Age Warriors’. Her work is
all tied up with the importance of
“sovereignty and agency.”

“Our lands have existed since
time immemorial,” she says. “Those
are still our roots.”

Her large-scale and intricate
beadwork is featured in her travelling
exhibition entitled ‘New Age
Warriors,” which is touring all over
Canada until 2025. Examples of the
work can be seen at https:/www.
catherineblackburn.com/new-age-

warriors.

Blackburn and Campbell
connected in 2018 at the Governor
General’s Welcome to Indigenous
Artists at Indigenous Fashion Arts
Toronto. Since then, they have
stayed connected. Blackburn says
they have “similar ways of working,
large visions of inclusivity, cognizant
of the ways we can empower our
people, and celebrate each other.”

During Blackburn’s residence
here, she will be working on her thesis
proposal for her Masters in Fine Art.
She says the challenge for her in this
is to gather all the parts of what she
does and describe it as a coherent
whole. “Putting it all together,”
is how she describes it, which is
probably a good description of what
The Aunte team and Campbell are
doing in this great adventure they are
embarked upon.

Catherine Blackburn (artist in residence), Laura Linklater (board member) and Jaymie
Campbell (owner) welcoming everyone to The Aunte.



July 25,2024 The Valley Voice

I V1SITOR INFORMATION I 13

Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information

CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061

Nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcamground.com

Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com

Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground,
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park — Rosebery

40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. Arestful escape well
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets,
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground - New Denver

250-358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton

250-358-2472

silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

250-355-2266

campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn rightimmediately
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service,
pets on leash and seasonal tourist/information booth. For reservations, please
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547

info@lemoncreekcampground.ca

lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6.

A26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites.
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Valhalla Pines Campground - Vallican

250-226-7796

ValhallaPines.com

info@valhallapines.com

4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

250-353-2662

www.kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available.
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants,
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

Woodburyresort.com

Woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack — Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm.
Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). Choose a homemade
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu!
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618

1-800-663-0100

arrowlakeslodge.com

Box 717, Nakusp, VOG 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider — Nakusp

250-265-7044

BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am.
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz

info@valhallainn.biz

250-358-2228

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & off-sales. Open 7 days a week. Break-
fast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647

williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground — Winlaw

1-888-452-7428

karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com * reservations@kaslohotel.com « 250-353-7714

Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar.
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort - Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717

1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com

woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel,
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing,
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub - Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous
Fish & Chips. Wed.-Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528

1-866-999-4528

info@nakusphotsprings.com

info@nakusp.com

Facebook

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools,
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters
and fresh mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene
riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful
Arrow Lake. Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com

www.privatehotsprings.com

bookings@privatehotsprings.com

Facebook: hotsprings escape

Instagram: privathotspringscombc

250-448-6111

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com

1-800-668-1171

250-229-4212

Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room, which includes
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yagan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408

info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver.
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes -
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro
Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca

250-226-7421

info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

Kaslo Golf Course — Kaslo

Kaslogolf.org

250-353-2262

kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green &
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts
available. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250-265-8888

203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre,
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery.
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

Hidden Garden Gallery - New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community
gallery showcases a different regional artist every week, June 18-September 1.
The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list
of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley
Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

MUSEUMS

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site — New Denver

250) 358-7288

nikkeimemorial.ca

306 Josephine St

ANational Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30,
10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

250-916-9034

sandonmuseum.com

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site — Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525

klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship,
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum - Meadow Creek

Museum.lvhs@gmail.com

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. Visit
the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the
Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum
collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and places of
North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. Open weekends
mid-June to mid-September.

THINGS TO DO

Jennifer Chocolates — Nakusp

jenniferchocolates.com

250-265-1799

Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop!
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we're just off main
street, walk north on 4th Ave!

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver

250-358-7755

vpo.ca

Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-
Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre — Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925

kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures — clothing,
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard - tours, rentals and
lessons — mid May to Oct. Think outside...no box required.

KOOTENAY CATAMARAN - Slocan

250-551-8300

skorbotmex@gmail.com

Sailing Lessons: Three-lesson masterclass with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail
Tour southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks, river
float tube for three. Capt. Dave. Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, Mexico.
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Wide Spot: Aim
high
by The

rese DesCamp

One predictable result of a good
retreat is the scramble at the end
when people start asking, “How
can we keep this great community
going?” Then follows a frenzied
exchange of emails and phone
numbers.

Equally predictable is that any
community formed simply for its
own continuance inevitably falls
apart.

I find this depressing. I sorted
it out enough to determine that
community is the result of making
space for others in my heart, rather
than clinging to ‘my people.” But I
have still wondered why groups that

Online:
Bi-weekly service

In Person:

www.widespot.ca.

Fully Alive!

Turner-Zion United Church of Canada
welcomes you online and in person.

Tuesday 8 a.m. meditation group

July 27 10-3 Contemplative in the
Kootenays Gathering, Nakusp.

For information about dates, locations, and
online links, contact widespottz@netidea.
com. For past Wide Spot articles, see

were once energetic become lifeless.

That was until a few months
ago when — on a retreat — I heard
an explanation for all those failed
attempts at community. “Aim high,”
Cynthia Bourgeault said. “If you just
aim for joy and fellowship, you’ll
end up one notch below that.”

In his book Inciting Joy, the
poet Ross Gay asks, “What if joy,
instead of refuge or relief from
heartbreak, is what effloresces from
us as we help each other carry our
heartbreaks?” In other words, joy
isn’t that for which we aim; it’s the
unintended but inevitable result of
caring for others. When our aim is
higher than ourselves, joy sneaks in.
Relationship is strengthened. These
are not the goals, but the gifts.

Gay and Bourgeault are both
speaking of collectives, group work

together in and on behalf of this
glorious world. But I recently saw
this same dynamic within myself
as I pondered a real-life challenging
situation. It’s a conundrum: the
other person involved has behaved
badly. I am ostensibly in charge,
but everything I do seems to make
things worse. I have alternately been
angry, fearful, ashamed, legalistic
and frustrated. The strife is impacting
other people.

When my goal is to make others
behave the way they should — even
if this would be a good thing — I am
aiming too low. If, alternatively, I

throw up my hands and say, “I don’t
want to deal with this unpleasant
person, so I quit,” that also is aiming
too low.

When Cynthia Bourgeault spoke
about groups aiming high, she also
mentioned the challenges. We must
be willing to bear each other’s
“unpleasant manifestations” and to
do our own internal work.

Richard Rohr quoted W.H.
Auden this week, just for me: “We
would rather be ruined than changed/
we would rather die in our dread/
than climb the cross of the moment/
and let our illusions die.”

Oh, the work of being changed!
The cross of recognizing and bearing
the other’s offensiveness; the cross
of recognizing and bearing my own.
The painful dance of allowing my
heart opened to another without
losing my ethical bearings. The
repeated inner commitment to let
go of everything in me that stands
in the way of the Divine Flow. And
the loss of the illusion that I will do
this well, or easily.

But for me, I’d rather aim high —
climb the cross of the moment — than
die lifeless and ruined. I’d rather miss
my goal than never try for it.

Slocan council, July 8: Tribute to Burly Van Bynen

by Joanne Feenstra

Mayor Lunn opened the meeting
with a statement regarding the
passing of Burly Van Bynen. Burly
served as a councillor from 1996
to 2002, then as mayor from 2002
to 2005, and again as a councillor
from 2014 to 2022. Lunn said
Burly’s untimely departure leaves a
significant void in the community.
Burly was deeply community-
minded, always ready to lend a
helping hand. For years, he flooded
the skating rink and built fires at
the Halloween Hoot. His wife,
Joanna, currently serves on council.
On the weekend of August 3, the
Village will join the community in
honouring the former mayor and
councillor by lowering the municipal
flag to half mast.
Library improvements

The Slocan Community
Library’s circulation desk area is
getting an upgrade. Council agreed
to contribute $2,500 to help the
society with the cost. Cowan’s will
be supplying and installing the
furniture for $3,800. Mayor Lunn

commented that the library is a
well-used community asset and the
society has not requested funds from
the municipality in a long while.

Bulletin board proposal
Mountain Valley Station wants
to partner with the Village to provide
a bulletin board at the corner of
Arlington Road and Slocan Street,
on Village road right-of-way. CAO
Michelle Gordon explained that the
store owner would like to move the
bulletin board from the front of her
building in efforts to clean up her
entranceway. Store owner Michelle
Kootnikoff has offered to provide
two bulletin boards, and to have her
staff look after the posted notices.
She asked that the Village install
the boards with a roof, provide
locked glass panels, and maintain the
structure, including snow removal
and weed whacking around it.
Councillor Perriere expressed
concerns about the structure blocking
traffic sight lines. Buller asked if
Mountain Valley Station staff could
maintain the bulletin board in a
different location, such as closer to
the old Women'’s Institute building.
He said during Official Community
Plan meetings, there had been
discussion about improving Slocan’s
entryways and this could be an
opportunity to create a kiosk in this
area. Mayor Lunn said she supported
the concept of having a tidy space
with a lock and key in a welcoming
kiosk, and she appreciated that a

business owner would take on the
maintenance.

Council directed staff to do some
initial research and bring the matter
back for discussion about including
the project in the 2025 budget.
Slocan transfer station
upgrade

The Slocan transfer station will
be closed from October to December
for upgrades. CAO Gordon said this
would result in increased costs for
the municipality, as garbage would
need to be taken to Rosebery, a
100-kilometre round trip. Council
directed CAO Gordon to ask the
RDCK to provide a bin in Slocan
during transfer station construction,
and be responsible for all associated
costs, including hauling.

CAOQ report

CAO Gordon reported that the
Slocan and Area Trails Society
received a CBT grant for trail clean-
up at the campground. As the project
came in under budget, the society
also worked at the Owl Walk Park.

Gordon also reported that over
the last weeks, there has been
vandalism, theft, dumping of garbage
and damage to the public washrooms
in the community. Gordon said she
would ask the RCMP to increase
patrols in the area. Councillor
Perriere asked that Gordon also
create awareness in social media and
the municipal newsletter to perhaps
help prevent future incidents.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SON-

IN-LAW, Dylan Funk, for publishing his
first book GODS-FORGED! We are so
very proud of you for your hard work,
determination, imagination and talent. We
invite everyone to have a read. Available at
Amazon or Kindle.

- Love Claudette and Paddy
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.
NATHALIE’S PRODUCE will be in New
Denver 9 am-1 pm, Fridays.
FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.
GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799 @ gmail.com,1-250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.
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COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates -
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET - We
have local farmers and artisans, live music,
kids’ zone, and great food. Expo Park,
Village of Slocan. Every Saturday in June,
July, and August. 10 am-2 pm. New vendors
welcome. Call Christina 250 355 2635.
NAKUSP FARMERS MARKET AGM:
August 10, 2:30 pm at the gazebo in the
park. All vendors welcome to attend.

OH PRAY TELL trio shows in New
Denver- August 4, Winlaw- August 5 and
Nelson-August 6. Details: www.ohpraytell.
com

SQUARE DANCING - August 24 and
November 9 at the Bosun Hall (7-9 pm).
The September 14 date has been cancelled.
SLAC presents: MUSIC IN THE PARK
- Latin Lovers, fiery and highly danceable.
Saturday July 27, 7 pm. Centennial Park
New Denver.

SLAC presents: MUSIC IN THE PARK-
Klezmeridian, original, instrumental
enchantment. Saturday August 3, 7 pm.
Centennial Park New Denver.

SLAC presents: SUMI (ink)
WORKSHOP with Koko Tsuneko Kokubo
(Koko). Saturday August 3, 9:30am-1pm,
Nikkei Centre New Denver. Register: www.
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca

SLAC presents: KIDS THEATRE DAY
CAMP (ages 6-13) with Lisa Dery. Thursday
July 25, 2-5pm, Silverton Gallery (SLAC)
| Register: www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca
SLAC presents: COMMUNITY
DRUMMING CIRCLE with Leo Caprio.
Sunday July 28 & August 4, 2-4pm.
Centennial Park Gazebo New Denver. By
donation.

EDUCATION

KOOTENAY CATAMARAN SAILING

LESSONS: Three-lesson masterclass
with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail Tour
southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99).
Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks ($30-50), river
float tube for three. Capt. Dave: 250-551-
8300; skrobotmex @gmail.com; Facebook.
Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan,
Mexico.

HAND DRUMMERS: ‘Guide for
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’
music manual at Ravens Nest, New Denver;
Otter Books & Eddy Music, Nelson;
featuring Kootenay and West African
musicians; info Stephen Lones 250-352-
2772.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 107, 157,207,
24°,40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x
4’s,6x 6s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18”
wide with live edges. 1/2” thick. Ideal for
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc.
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796.
Leave message with details. Hills.

3 OLDER GLASS display units 4’x2’
for a storefront. Need TLC but a bargain
at $75 each. 250-353-4020.

HEALING
CUSTOM FLOWER ESSENCES from
local wilderness and organic gardens.
Intuitive light worker helping people and
animals for over 15 years. 250-226-7730.

HELP WANTED

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.

250-358-2756.
PART TIME CASUAL CARE
WORKER wanted for disabled man
living in Nelson, BC. Live-in-care 12- or 24-
hour shifts. Contact Jonathan White Client
Support Group Society at bab_360_white@
hotmail.com
DO YOU WANT TO WRITE for the
Valley Voice? We want to connect with you!
We’d like to hear from seasoned writers,
inexperienced writers, older people, young
people and everyone in between. If you’ve
ever thought writing for the VV would be
fun, please send an email to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
Gina, 640-340-2186.

LOST

GOLD RING LOST IN THE KOHAN
while performing Shakespeare by the Shore
onJune 27.Ithas great sentimental value for
my mom so please return - thank you! 250-
777-4291 or pats.mclaughlin@gmail.com.

NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043;
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.

PERSONALS

MID ’50s ATTACHED MAN looking to
build connections for friendship and more.

Please contact ootshouse @ imail .com

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!

SERVICES
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore,
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 10+
years experience. Cars, trucks, boats. Full
interior and exterior. Wash, wax, vaccum
and conditioning. 778-774-8665.
LINDSTEIN LAWN CARE: Serving
New Denver area. Lawn mowing, string
trimming, pruning, branch removal, small
tree removal. Call 250-777-2617.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money
Order to: Valley Voice,
Box 70,

New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

Even small ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice.
PAUL’'S HOME RENOS
Five Years Roofing and
Building Experience

No job is too small
Please Call Paul: Cell: 250 505 9748

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

+ CONSTRUCTION

+ RENOVATIONS

+ LIGHTING UPGRADES;
+ SERVICE UPGRADES
+ SOLAR INSTALLATION
+ OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300
RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

TSBC LEL0213780

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start

at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
4 )
[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS ¢ ROOFING « RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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According to a recent survey
conducted by Living Lakes Canada,
72% of respondents are highly
concerned about groundwater in
the Columbia Basin, with primary
worries including drinking water,
ecosystem health, agriculture
and food security. Understanding
groundwater systems and providing
decision makers with current,
localized information is essential to
respond to these concerns and ensure
a water secure future.

This is the goal of Living
Lakes Canada’s Columbia Basin
Groundwater Monitoring Program,
whereby 32 volunteer observation
wells are being monitored across the
region. According to data collected
up to the end of March 2024,
groundwater levels across different

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Summer Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

aquifers are responding differently
to surface conditions, emphasizing
the need for expanded monitoring.
Some wells recorded their
lowest levels to date, including wells
near Windermere, Skookumchuk,
Brisco and Columbia Wetlands
Benchlands. Longer-term trends
for these wells suggest a decline
in water level since monitoring
began approximately five years ago,
although statistical analyses have not
yet been completed. Several of the
wells in the program showed earlier
rises in water levels in February and
March compared to previous years,
with some wells having levels at the
end of March higher than in recent
years. Others had water levels that
were similar to previous years.
“We’ve observed different
seasonal and multi-year trends in

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCRY)

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription
Only

$5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

COMMUNITY I
Spring groundwater levels highlight aquifer variability and need for expanded monitoring

water levels between the different
localities we’ve been monitoring
for the last several years. This
underscores the variability across
aquifers with water levels responding
on different time scales. For example,
water levels in some aquifers may
respond to precipitation infiltrating
within hours or days, whereas other
aquifers may show a muted or
delayed response over months, years,
or even decades,” explains Carol
Luttmer, Groundwater Program
Field Operations and Data Manager
with Living Lakes Canada.

“This variability is precisely why
it’s important to monitor diverse
aquifers to understand seasonal and
long-term groundwater level trends
as drought conditions and other
climate impacts intensify.”

Groundwater levels can be

compared to a bank balance: they
show the amount of water stored
in an aquifer, but not the rates
of recharge (water entering) or
discharge (water exiting). Just as a
bank balance fluctuates with deposits
and withdrawals, groundwater levels
vary based on recharge and discharge
rates. To avoid aquifer depletion and
ensure long-term water availability,
groundwater withdrawal should not
cause a year-to-year decline in water
levels.

Collecting aquifer-specific
information helps support the
sustainable management of this
precious freshwater source.

To read the full data summary
in the Watershed Bulletin recently
published by Living Lakes Canada,
and to learn more about the program,
visit: https://livinglakescanada.ca/

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

STUMP GRINDING

AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote:
250-353-2414

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

(250)800-9250

REAL ESTATE

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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groundwater.
Complete groundwater datasets
are available to researchers,
decision makers, and the public
on the Columbia Basin Water
Hub at: https://data.cbwaterhub.
ca/organization/living-lakes-
groundwater-monitoring-program.
For questions regarding the
program, contact groundwater@
livinglakescanada.ca.
Cancellation/postponement of the event “lkebana
in New Denver” scheduled for this Saturday, July 27,
2024 at the Bosun Hall. We are deeply concerned for
safety of the many communities affected by the wildfire.
Qur project team realize the worry for those fiving in
surrounding communities with the threat, reality and
unknowns of the widfires buming in the region. Over the
past several months, the Village of New Denver, Bosun
Hall, NIMC, Kohan garden members, the Valley Voice, and
citizens of both New Denver and other towns have shown
wonderful support and kindness for our event.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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Arrow Lakes Caribou Society
(ALCS) released this year’s
caribou from the Central Selkirk
Caribou Maternity Pen near
Nakusp on July 16.

Nine adult cows and one
yearling female have been kept
in the pen since capture in March.
Five calves — four males and one
female — were born between May
and July.

The purpose of the maternity
pen is to increase calf survival and
decrease environmental pressures,
such as predation, on cows and
calves during calving and the first
six weeks of the calves’ lives.

ALCS monitors the cows and
calves in the pen and feeds them
a high-nutrition diet so that when
they are released, they have the

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

I COMMUNITY
Arrow Lakes Caribou Society releases this year’s caribou into the wild

best possible chance to escape
predation and find their way back
up into the alpine until breeding
season in the fall.

Upon release this year, ALCS
observed the caribou taking a
similar route to last year. The
caribou quickly travelled up to
the top of Raven Creek and were
in the subalpine within a couple of
hours. The caribou are remaining
in the area above Raven Creek and
Heart Lake.

The caribou are ideally released
six weeks after the last calf'is born,
which allows calves to mature to
keep up with the rest of the herd
in their natural habitat. This year,
the youngest calf was five weeks
old at the time of release. The large
size and fitness of the youngest calf
and the sustained hot weather were

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

the deciding factors in choosing an
early release date.

Caribou were closely monitored
by maternity pen shepherds from
a specialty-built observation blind.
Shepherds this year included two
individual contractors/biology
students, Sinixt Confederacy Fish
and Wildlife representatives, and a
member of the Lower Similkameen
Band.

There is a controlled access
zone on Kuskanax Forest Service
Road around the maternity pen,
starting 600 metres up from Hot
Springs Road. The road and gate
are now open to the public for
access to the Kuskanax drainage as
per instructions on the gate signage
and under the direction of ALCS
and the BC Caribou Recovery
Program.

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

I, 17

CORRECTION

In our June 27 story on the
30th anniversary celebrations of
the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre, we mistakenly said that Mrs.
Chie Kamegaya was the founder
of the Kyowakai Society. In fact,
Mrs. Kamegaya was the first female
president of the Society, and the first
to propose the creation of the NIMC.
According to Anne Champagne in
her book, Kyowakai: Memory and
Healing in New Denver, BC: “Mrs.
Kamegaya and Sakaye Hashimoto
spearheaded the NIMC and so
they were honoured at the opening
festivities. Mrs. Kamegaya cut the
ribbon to open the centre.” It’s not

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

known who founded the Kyowakai
Society.

Also, there were families as well
as elderly men housed at the Harris
Ranch during the internment period.

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts

Red Seal Certified RV Technician

Gas Certified
Mobile Service Available
Located in Silverton — Serving the West
Kootenays.
250-551-8605
alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
July 19,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

FREE drop off all
scrap metals,
appliances
NO FRIDGES,
FREEZERS
Free used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK will establish a
new collaborative working group
to advocate for residents’ regional
transportation needs.

The group will partner with
regional industry, local governments,
and community organizations to
develop solutions focused on
transportation networks, and active
and low-carbon transportation
planning.

“Given the sparsely populated
landscape of the region, it
is important to support RDCK
residents’ connectivity and access
to services not available close to
home,” reads a May 22 staff report
from Alex Leffelaar, Climate Action
Assistant, and Paris Marshall Smith,
Sustainability Planner.

The working group is the
culmination of about two years
of public engagement sessions
hosted by the RDCK to understand
residents’ transportation priorities.
Residents indicated that they want
to see more transit routes, increased
transit frequency, safer road
infrastructure to encourage biking
and walking, more transit access for
rural communities, and more active
transportation routes.

Up to $15,000 from the RDCK’s
Local Climate Government Action
Plan fund will go towards two
years of the initiative. The working
group will also leverage additional
resources from outside the RDCK.

Area K and Nakusp dog
control

The Area K and Village of
Nakusp’s dog control contract has
finally been awarded to Jackie
Kilburn for a one-year term. The
contract is $1,960 per calendar
month, or $23,520 annually.

The board has delayed awarding
the contract since March, as the
contractor’s proposed rate exceeded

the budgeted amount of $23,000.
Kilburn, who has done dog control
in the area in the past, was the only
applicant to respond to the request
for proposal.

In consultation with Area K
Director Teresa Weatherhead and
the Village of Nakusp, staff and the
contractor came to an agreement on
areduced service level to better align
with the budget.

As per the new agreement, the
contractor will no longer perform
patrol or respond to lost and barking
dog complaints.

She will continue to respond
to complaints about dogs at large,
dog attacks, and aggressive dog
complaints. She will also continue
record keeping, providing
impounding services, removing
deceased animals from roadways, and
ticketing. She will respond to calls
between 10 am and 2 pm, Monday to
Friday excluding statutory holidays.
Emergency calls outside of regular
hours for dangerous or aggressive
dogs are $100 per call out.

In the next year, staff will re-
evaluate how dog control services are
delivered and provide new options
for 2025. The change could come in
the form of a standardized service
implemented across the RDCK,
with the RDCK bylaw enforcement
team taking on the job instead of
independent contractors.
Improving local food
distribution

A new project by Central
Kootenay Food Policy (CKFP)
is working to improve local food
distribution.

The RDCK will contribute
$20,000 plus GST to CKFP’s Grow
and Connect Interior project, which
aims to create a platform where
local food industry stakeholders can
collaborate to improve how they
distribute their products.
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District of Kootenay Boundary are
also participating in the Grow and
Connect Interior initiative.

The RDCK’s $20,000
contribution will come from the
Local Government Climate Action
Program (LGCAP) funds.

Water system
acquisition

The RDCK’s moratorium on
acquiring water and wastewater
systems has been lifted. Applications
from community groups that want
their systems converted to an RDCK
service are now being accepted.

The moratorium has been in
place since 2011. In 2011 and
2012, the RDCK acquired nine new
systems for a total of 19. This placed
significant demand on staff and
prompted the moratorium.

The board approved the new
2024 Water and Wastewater System
Acquisition Plan, which guides
the rather lengthy application and
selection process. New applications
will be reviewed for potential
community and user benefits,
impact on regional district staff,
costs to users, and consideration of
manageable growth.
Sub-regional services
committees

Nakusp and Area K, Area H
South and Slocan, and Area H North
and Silverton and New Denver may
see changes in how their recreation
services are managed.

The board directed staff to
begin looking into sub-regional
services committees after hearing
from committees and commissions
all wondering the same thing — how
can governance be carried out more
effectively?

Committees are made up of
elected officials, while commissions
also include community members.

Some of the challenges with
the current setup are: some have
governance structures that are too
formal for community members,
some have difficulty reaching
quorum, and some have multiple
commissions running one service,
among other inefficiencies.

The All Recreation Committee
recommended looking into sub-
regional services committees. These
committees would oversee selected
shared services, not just one service.

One trouble is that community
members would no longer be at the
table, as they are with commissions.
So, staff will also look into
opportunities to convert recreation
commissions and committees into
community advisories, with the goal
of increasing efficiency while still
maintaining public engagement.

GHG study

Staff will submit an application
to FortisBC for an additional
$65,000 to support the Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Reduction Pathway
Feasibility Study.

The goal of the study is
to identify energy conservation
measures for RDCK facilities. The
RDCK’s consultant for the study,
Building Energy Solutions Ltd., has
completed detailed energy audits of

the RDCK’’s largest facilities. Next
steps will include conducting energy
models and analysis for the audited
buildings. The study is set to end in
October so that it can inform next
year’s budget.

The RDCK has already received
a$200.000 grant from the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities’
Green Municipal Fund for the
project. Additional funding from
FortisBC would allow for a more
comprehensive exploration of
diversified energy sources — such as
renewable natural gas — and would
expand the study’s scope, said Shari
Imada, Senior Energy Specialist, in
a July 3 staff report.

Public notice bylaw

Even though it would mean
financial savings for the RDCK,
many directors were against a
proposed bylaw that would no longer
require public notices to be published
in local newspapers.

The proposed bylaw would
have public notices posted only on
the RDCK’s website and Facebook
pages, and on the notice boards in
the RDCK head offices in Nelson,
Creston, and Nakusp.

Directors spoke up against the
bylaw, reasoning that not all their
constituents have access to the
internet or an RDCK office bulletin
board, and instead rely on print news
sources.

“When we communicate with
people, we need to go where they
are,” said Leah Main, director for the
Village of Silverton.

Directors will have a chance to
provide input to staff, and a revised
bylaw will come before the board
in August.

Nakusp and Area K
recreation grants

Recreation Commission #4
grants were approved. Arrow Lakes
District Arts Council will receive
$2.,500 for its Music in the Park
series. Every Wednesday until
August 28, the arts council offers free
music in the Nakusp Park Gazebo.

The Village of Nakusp will
receive $1,898 to pay for a few
recreation programs in Nakusp,
including instructors for the Jump
Into Music winter and summer
sessions, a belay certifier for climbing
wall certifications, and rental fees
for the Nakusp Secondary School
climbing wall for climbing nights.
Community Wildfire
Resiliency Plans

Community Wildfire Resiliency
Plans (CWRPs) for Areas H and K
will be getting a revamp after the
board awarded a contract to B.A.
Blackwell & Associates Ltd. Plans
for Areas A, B, C, G, and J will also
be updated. Area D’s CWRP was
completed earlier this year.

CWRPs help local governments
identify and understand the risks of
wildfire to their communities, and
how to reduce those risks.

Blackwell, in partnership with
John Cathro of Cathro Consulting
Ltd., has worked on past CWRPs
(formerly called Community
Wildfire Protection Plans).
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Having a CWRPis arequirement
for communities to be eligible for
provincial Community Resiliency
Investment (CRI) funding.
Invasive species

The RDCK is extending its
agreement with Central Kootenay
Invasive Species Society (CKISS),
to continue implementing a regional
invasive species strategy.

The one-year agreement will
end July 2025 with a total cost
not to exceed $15,000 plus GST.
The funds will come from the
Local Government Climate Action
Program (LGCAP) funds.

The RDCK first started working
with CKISS in the spring of 2023.
Year one saw the establishment of
the Regional Government Invasive
Species Working Group, which aims
to bring a consistent approach to
preventing and managing invasive
species. CKISS also developed
region-wide education materials
and outreach resources; provided
expertise and consultation for
developing an RDCK invasive
species program; and responded to
invasive species reports on private
or RDCK-managed land.

Year two will continue many of
the same tasks, with the addition of
a new Poison Hemlock Eradication
Action Plan. Poison hemlock is
deadly poisonous to both humans and
livestock, with no known treatment.
It has been found in the Creston
Valley and Yaqan Nukiy lands, close
to trails, CP Rail lands, agricultural
fields, the Creston Valley Wildlife
Management area, and Erickson
Elementary School.

Local trio tours Slocan

Valley and the west coast
submitted

Oh Pray Tell is a trio of local
songwriters and multidisciplinary artists.
Shayna Jones, Sally Titasey and Betty
Supple are moving through the smoke
and bringing their music, storytelling,
and spoken word to three venues in
the Slocan Valley before heading to the
west coast. Catch them on August 4 in
New Denver (Sinixt tum-ula7xw) at 7
pm in the Kohan Gardens; August 5 at
7 pm in Winlaw (Sinixt tum-ula7xw) at
the Valley Kitchen; August 6 at 7 pm in
Nelson (Sinixt tum-ula7xw) at the Scout/
Guide Hall Show.

Their sound features a wall of three-
partharmonies, complemented by stomp,
clap,and cajon rhythms, interwoven with
banjo and bass. Their influences include
soul, R&B, folk, and gospel. Their songs
are amix of folklore, sassy commentary,
and humble reflections.

This is a grassroots tour, self-
organized, funded, and promoted. Oh
Pray Tell invites community members,
fans, and friends to help spread the
word to any music lovers they know
who reside in these destinations, and
would appreciate a night of connection
and sound.

West Coast tour locations include
Salt Spring Island, Duncan, Victoria, the
Cowichan Valley, and Vancouver.

For details on show locations, times,
ticket prices, accessibility, visit www.
ohpraytell.com, or the Facebook and
Instagram pages @ohpraytell.
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Bicycle Stories exhibition a blend of art, sport and hlstory

by Art Joyce

One of the most enduring
and benign inventions of the
industrial age is the bicycle,
and like the telephone and the
internet, it has had a profound
effect on art, history, sport
and politics. Local cyclist
Daniel Hellyer spent several
months putting together his
show at New Denver’s Hidden
Garden Gallery, ‘Bicycle
Stories,” exhibiting July 9-14.
Hellyer wasn’t as concerned
with selling pictures as with
showing just how broad the
influence bicycles have had
on society.

The gallery walls were
lined with portraits of famous
people spanning more than
100 years, with bikes being the
common denominator. Artists,
writers, politicians, soldiers,
activists and scientists were
pictured. Russian author Leo
Tolstoy, suffering intense
grief from the death of a son,
credited learning to ride at age
67 with renewing his desire
to live. Albert Einstein was
said to have conceived his
famous theory of relativity
while riding a bicycle, though
Hellyer says he was unable
to confirm this anecdote.
Before cigarettes were used

as a false means of women’s
emancipation in the early 20th
century, early feminist Susan
B. Anthony saw bicycles as
a vehicle for their freedom.
“I stand and rejoice every
time I see a woman ride by
on a wheel,” she once wrote.
English author and futurist
H.G. Wells is reported to
have said: “Every time I see
an adult on a bicycle, I no
longer despair for the future of
the human race.” Renowned
mystery writer Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle even composed
a poem to his bicycle.

The list of famous writers
and artists who enjoyed
cycling is long. Hellyer found
an 1895 British news article
about a bicycle accident
during a tour of Tintern Abbey
with George Bernard Shaw,
Bertrand Russell and Sydney
Webb. French author Emile
Zolafound peace of mind from
the world’s troubles while
cycling. “I love the bicycle
for the oblivion it gives. No
matter how much I walk, I
think. On my bicycle I go in
the wind; I no longer think
about it...” Marcel Duchamp,
who first conceived and
popularized conceptual art,
created a piece with a bicycle

wheel attached to a stool. “To
see that wheel turning was
very soothing,” he said. “It
was like having a fireplace
in my studio.” Famous
surrealist artist Salvador Dali
was among those pictured in
Hellyer’s gallery of famous
cyclists, with his French-made
folding bicycle designed for
commuting on city streets.
Naturally, sports is an
integral part of bicycle history.
Marshall ‘Major’ Taylor
launched his career as a cyclist
at an endurance race in New
York City’s Madison Square
Gardens in December 1896,
one of the first professional
black athletes. A banked,
wooden oval indoor track
known as a velodrome is used
to provide a reliable surface for
athletes to compete on. Seven
world short-distance records
fell to Taylor across 1898 and
1899, and in 1898 he set the
record for a one-kilometre
sprintin 57.6 seconds, a record
only recently broken. In 1938,
women’s fitness advocate
Billie Fleming set a long-
distance record, cycling 130
kilometres per day, 47,642
kilometres in a year. She died in
2014 at age 100 and her record
was only beaten in 2016. More

Minister Conroy announces BC Family Benefit Bonus

by Bonnie Baker

A boost to financial
support for families with
low to middle incomes starts
this month. Katrine Conroy,
Minister of Finance, made
the announcement at the
Castlegar Library July 18,
where she greeted about 15
children and their parents.

“Global inflation and
high-interest rates have made
everything from housing to
groceries more costly, she said.
“Getting a little extra money
can help ease the pressure...”
of raising a family.

The BC Family Benefit
Bonus ensures that more
families will receive more
financial support to help cover
everyday expenses. The bonus
adds up to $445 (25%) to
the benefit over a 12-month
period. A family of four can
now potentially receive up
to $3,563 annually, while a
single parent with one child
could be eligible for up to
$2,688 per year.

An estimated 66,000
families that have not
previously received the
BC Family Benefit will

automatically receive the
provincial bonus this year
when they file income taxes,
bringing the total number of
BC families eligible for the
benefit to 340,000.

Conroy also announced
the new BC Benefits
Connector website, designed
to help people access benefits,
programs and services, and
save money.

After the announcement,
Conroy read the children
a story and thanked the
Castlegar Library for hosting
the event.

Minister Katrine Conroy reads the children a story at the Castlegar Library after announcing a boost to the BC Family

Benefit.

recently, B’yauling Toni, just
a week after graduating from
high school in Saskatoon
in 2018, toured the world
on his bike, visiting 16
countries and clocking in at
31,000 kilometres. At 18, he
became the youngest person
to circumnavigate the globe
by bicycle. New Denver’s
own Jorg and Ulli Becker
toured the world on bikes
from 1985 to 1989, visiting
four continents and cycling
58,115 kilometres. Hellyer
says of such daunting cycle
journeys: “The hardest part is
the first week.”

But bicycles have played
a part in wars, too, for good
or ill. Facing the superior
technology of the French in
the first Indochina War, the
Vietnamese used bikes to
transport troops and materials
in the Battle of Dien Bien
Phu in 1954. Once again at
a technological disadvantage
against the Americans
during the Vietnam War, the
Vietnamese repeated the tactic
during the Tet Offensive in
1969, to great effect. During
World War II, due to gas
rationing, Paris taxis had to
innovate, so they attached
two-wheeled carts to bicycles
to transport customers. In
the terrible aftermath of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
bombings, often only bicycles
were left as reliable means of
personal transport.

Hellyer says putting the
Hidden Garden show together
was both fun and a labour of
love. “Every time I came up
with a story, it led to another

one.”

Pictures from the show are
available for sale at modest
prices. Contact: daniel@
netidea.com

Artist Salvador Dali with painting and his French Bici folding commuter bicycle.
This photo was featured in Daniel Hellyer's ‘Bicycle Stories’ exhibit at Hidden
Garden Gallery.
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Jump on over to Toadfest this July

submitted

Toadfest is happening at
Summit Lake Provincial Park near
Nakusp on Tuesday, July 30 from 4
to 7 pm, and Wednesday, July 31,
from 9 am to 12 pm.

Toadfest is a fun, free family
event, raising awareness about the
western toad, which was federally
designated as a species of special
concern in 2002.

Toadfest is an opportunity
to learn about the toad’s natural
history, life cycle, and habitat needs,
and to see other local amphibians,
snakes, and insects.

As well as a chance to see

western toads and other local
species, there will be kids’ activities,
displays and exhibits. Toadfest
T-shirts will be available for
purchase — all proceeds go to local
conservation projects.

This year, Toadfest is happening
a bit earlier than past years due
to milder springs and warmer
summers that have influenced the
timing of breeding and toadlet
migration from the Summit Lake
to upland habitat.

During Toadfest, attendees can
collect the toadlets and help them
across the road if they are present in
Summit Lake Park — an important

breeding site for the toads. Please
don’t move the toadlets outside of
this event.

Organizers hope smoke and
wildfire won’t force cancellation of
Toadfest again this year. With the
wildfire risk increasing, please be
sure to check fwcp.ca/toadfest for
any updates or cancellation notices
before travelling to the event.

Toadfest is coordinated by the
Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP), with support from
BC Parks, the Ministry of Water,
Land and Resource Stewardship,
the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure, Okanagan
Nation Alliance, YRB Kootenay,
and many volunteers. Parking is
limited so please carpool. For more
information, visit fwcp.ca/toadfest.

submitted

British Columbia’s deputy chief
forester has set the new allowable
annual cut (AAC) level for Tree
Farm Licence 3 (TFL) located north
of Castlegar. The licence for the
TFL has been held by Interfor since
2022, and by Springer Creek Forest
Products before that.

The new AAC for the TFL is
56,100 cubic metres. This is a 30%
reduction from the previous AAC,
while remaining in line with the
average harvest level in the past 12
years.

The new level reflects
adjustments made to account for
lower harvest performance on slopes
greater than 50%. Reductions were
also applied to account for unstable
and potentially unstable terrain,
increased wildlife-tree retention and
the disposition of 100,000 cubic

The FWCP is a partnership
between BC Hydro, the Province
of BC, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, First Nations and public
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stakeholders, to conserve and
enhance fish and wildlife in
watersheds impacted by BC Hydro
dams.

Toadfest is scheduled for July 30 and 31 this year. Before you go, check fwcp.caltoadfest for
possible cancellation due to wildfires.

New harvest level set for TFL 3 in Slocan Valley

metres of unharvested volume.

To maintain sustainable forestry
and deter overharvesting in lower
sloped areas, the new determination
includes three partitions: a maximum
of 33,700 cubic metres per year (60%
of the AAC) can be harvested from
stands on slopes less than 50%; a
maximum of 7,300 cubic metres
(13% of the AAC) may be harvested
from stands defined as old forest; a
maximum of 48,800 cubic metres
(87% of the AAC) may be harvested
from stands not defined as old forest.

The Province and First Nations
have worked with industry to defer
harvest of at-risk old-growth forest
while work progresses on long-
term approaches to old-growth
management in the Kootenay-
Boundary Region. As outlined in
the AAC partitions, some harvesting
of old forests continues outside of
deferral areas.

TFL 3 comprises 78,091 hectares
in the West Kootenays, about 40
kilometres north of Castlegar, near
the village of Slocan. The TFL
overlaps the territory of 12 First
Nations, all of which were consulted
during the timber supply review

process. The deputy chief forester
also sought and considered public
and industry input.

The deputy chief forester’s AAC
determination is an independent,
professional judgment based on
information ranging from technical
forestry reports, First Nations
consultations, input from the public,
and the government’s social and
economic objectives.

Under the Forest Act, the deputy
or chief forester must determine the
AAC in each of the province’s 37
timber supply areas and 34 tree-farm
licences at least once every 10 years.

The 12 First Nations that have
territory that overlaps with TFL 3
include: the Adams Lake Indian
Band, Ktunaxa Nation Council,
Neskonlith Indian Band, Shuswap
Band, Sinixt - Lakes Tribe of
the Colville Confederated Tribes
(Sinixt), Little Shuswap Lake Indian
Band, Splats’in First Nation, as well
as the Okanagan Indian Band, Lower
Similkameen Indian Band, Penticton
Indian Band, Upper Nicola Band,
and Westbank First Nation, who are
all members of the Okanagan Nation
Alliance.

THE VALLEY VOICE 1S
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan




