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by Art Joyce
For many years Shakespearean 

theatre seemed moribund, with the 
trend in the cities increasingly toward 
expensive touring productions based 
on name-brand shows. Locally at 
least, that trend has reversed, with not 
one but two Shakespeare productions 
attracting sold-out audiences in 
Kaslo and New Denver. Wendy 
and Colin Poer established the 
Kaslo Shakespeare Festival three 
years ago, and Val Campbell began 
staging Shakespeare by the Shore 
in the Kohan Garden in 2023. Both 
were immediate successes from an 
audience point of view.

Shakespeare by the Shore ran 
June 26-29 this year, with the staging 
area in the Kohan Garden packed to 
the brim with spectators. This year, 
Campbell chose as her theme Lovers 
and Liars, Jokers and Jerks for her 
collage of Shakespearian excerpts, 
following on last year’s Lovers and 
Liars theme. Audiences in the Kohan 
Garden enjoyed scenes from Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, As You Like It, 
Hamlet, Romeo & Juliet, King Lear, 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Richard 
III and Much Ado About Nothing. 
Audiences by now will be familiar 
with the Shakespearean-style rhymes 
Campbell uses to introduce and close 
out the performances, especially 
the references to the Kootenays, 
“where bears, deer and voles do their 
plundering,” something we can all 
relate to. These provide a linking 
device to the play excerpts, setting 
the scene for those unfamiliar with 
the story. 

She says the first couple of years, 
it was tough to get people out to 
auditions, but now a troupe seems 
to be coalescing, with a solid core 
of reliable local actors demonstrating 
great expressive range. Campbell 
says she feels she’s done as much 
as she can for now with the collage 
approach and hopes to stage a full 
play next year. 

“Shakespeare didn’t want 

Shakespeare productions popular with audiences in New Denver and Kaslo
excerpts, I’m sure. It’s just what 
I had to do to make it work as 
community theatre. Obviously doing 
a whole play is wonderful, that’s my 
goal. This little piece of Shakespeare 
I conceived for our group, our 
audience, our community. It’s just 
designed to make joyful art and 
bring the community together in this 
amazing garden.” 

The Kaslo Eurythmy group 
chose to stage a slightly pared-down 
version of Twelfth Night, considered 
by cultural critic Harold Bloom 
to be Shakespeare’s best romantic 
comedy. Due to burgeoning demand 
for tickets, the show was run four 
times over two weekends, June 28 
and 29 and July 5 and 6. Director 
Wendy Poer was tempted to stage 
As You Like It or A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, since the eurythmy 
dance segments seemed a more 
natural fit. But she settled instead 
on Twelfth Night, which, with its 
references to “flowery bowers,” also 
suggests a summertime setting. The 
term ‘eurythmy,’ from the Greek, 
means harmonious or beautiful 
movement, and was developed 
in the modern era by philosopher 
and polymath Rudolf Steiner. 
Both Wendy and husband Colin 
studied Steiner at the Rudolf Steiner 
College in Sacramento, California. 
The couple choreographed and 
performed the dance sequence in 
the Kaslo performance of Twelfth 
Night, dressed in flowing chiffon 
fabrics that lend themselves to an 
impressionistic swirl of colour and 
movement. 

“At first I wasn’t sure if it was 
the right play for it,” says Wendy. 
“Then I had a dream of how I could 
use eurhythmy. It wasn’t obvious 
like A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
but I thought the clown’s song would 
work.”

At a time when the cultural 
discourse regarding romantic 
relationships is focused almost 
exclusively on sex, Shakespeare 

in Twelfth Night and other plays 
reminds us of the spiritual dimension 
of love and its critical importance 
to forming an intimate bond with 
another human being. Wendy says 
this was one of the key reasons 
she wanted to stage the play, as a 
reminder of “the holiness of that 
relationship, that it’s so much more 
than just a physical thing.” The 
play has the world-famous line, “If 
music be the food of love, play on.” 
She sees Shakespeare as a kind of 
antidote to the malaise of our times, 
his plays simultaneously enchanting 
yet realistic. 

“In this play, you don’t know 
how Shakespeare’s going to resolve 
the initial confusion, but by the end 
there’s a right order for things – 
people end up with the right person 
for them. I feel it’s what we need in 
these times.”

Like Campbell in New Denver, 
the Poers are delighted to see a 
solid troupe of actors developing, 
with both returning and new actors. 
The youth actors in Twelfth Night 
were particularly impressive, with 

their ability to carry vast amounts 
of dialogue and action throughout 
the play. The Tudor Troubadors 

provided authentic Elizabethan 
music and Miranda Halliday sang 
Shakespeare’s songs beautifully. 

Shakespeare by the Shore enjoyed another sold-out run in New Denver’s Kohan Garden June 26–29. 
Here, Ossian Spring as Hamlet and Lisa Dery as his mother, Queen Gertrude, have a confrontation.
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Elling Speirs as Sir Toby Belch, Miranda Halliday as Feste the Clown, and Cecilia Keenan as Sir Andrew Aguecheek star in Colin and Wendy 
Poer’s Eurythmy production of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.
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came for 
the food

(stayed for the vibes)

STATIC CLING
Flying bees generate a positive elec-
trostatic charge from friction with air. 
Negatively charged pollen gloms onto 
the bees. At the next blossom, the now 
positively charged pollen leaps from the 
bee to the negatively charged pistil and 
fertilizes the flower. The first flower’s now 
weakened negative charge tells the next 
bee to come by that the pollen’s been 
harvested, so try another bloom.

submitted
The Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative (SIFCo) has announced 
a new project in the Slocan Valley, 
the SIFCo Resiliency Centre. The 
grand opening is on July 21, starting 
at 4 pm. 

SIFCo presents Resiliency Centre grand opening
SIFCo is  excited for the 

opportunity to use Appledale Hall 
– located at 6841 Appledale Park 
Road, near Winlaw – to create a 
space that can serve, encourage, and 
foster the development of community 
resiliency.

“We look forward to seeing 
everyone on July 21,” said Stephan 
Martineau, Manager of SIFCo. 
“On that free event day, the local 
community will get to see the space, 
offer their suggestions as to what 
they would like to see happening 

at the centre, and enjoy live music, 
food (food vendors will be on 
location), and a kids’ zone. We will 
be delivering a short presentation 
about the centre and the community 
will have a chance to ask questions.”

During the 2021 Trozzo Creek 
wildfire, resulting in the evacuation 
of 174 homes between Winlaw and 
Slocan, it became apparent that the 
community would benefit from a 
local resiliency centre.  

“ M e m b e r s  o f  o u r  l o c a l 
community managed to put an ad-
hoc centre together,” said Martineau. 
“They did, however, encounter many 
hurdles, which ultimately stalled a 
time-sensitive process.”

In the fall of 2021, SIFCo began 
reaching out to local halls to see if they 
would be interested in a partnership to 
create a resiliency centre.

On July 10, 2022, SIFCo and the 
Appledale Progressive Association 
officially entered into an agreement 
that created the template for the 
Resiliency Centre to be born. The last 
two years have been spent setting up 
the hall and surrounding lands to host 
the Resiliency Centre.

“The natural world and social 
landscape surrounding us are 
changing fast,” said Martineau. 
“We are witnessing this both locally 
and at a global level. Wildfires have 
become common in our bioregion, 

and seasons of drought and extreme 
heat are a new reality for our interior 
temperate rainforest. Given this 
context, we hope this Resiliency 
Centre will become a well-utilized 
asset for the local community.”

To begin, the Resiliency Centre 
will open its doors on an ‘as needed’ 
basis. The centre aims to eventually 
provide a safe, supportive, and 
inspiring space where residents can 
access resources, programs, and 
services designed to build emotional, 
mental, and physical resilience. 

“Our goal is to create a welcoming 
environment where individuals 
can find the support and tools they 
need to thrive, especially during 
challenging times,” said Martineau. 
“We also aim to eventually provide 
a schedule of activities, increase 
community educational opportunities, 
support capacity building, and create 
a location where people get to 
know each other as neighbours and 
develop together a greater sense of 
community.”

The Resiliency Centre will also 
be available for rentals to the wider 
community and will continue to 
support the historical Doukhobor use 
of the hall for weddings and funerals.

For more information about the 
Resiliency Centre, its programs, and 
services, please visit www.sifco.ca/
resiliency.

submitted
Slocan senior Don Currie 

brought home four gold medals from 
the recent BC Masters Track and 
Field Meet in Kelowna June 28-30. 
Currie is 90 years old.

“I was the only male in the age 
group 90-94 and therefore won all of 
my races since I was running against 
myself,” he said. “However, I did 
improve my personal best times over 
the Trail Legion Meet on May 25.”

In Kelowna, Currie competed in 
the 400-, 200-, 100- and 60-metre 
sprints. In Trail in May, he competed 
in the 400-, 200- and 100-metre 
sprints, and again was the only male 
in his age group, so placed first in 
all three.

Currie is ranked number one by 
Athletics Canada in his age group in 
the 100-, 200- and 400-metre sprints. 

“This 15 minutes of nonagenarian 
fame won’t last very long as there 
are still many outdoor track meets 
underway and many fine Master 
Class men and women in this age 
group, and others moving up from 
the 85-89 age group into the 90-94 
group,” he said.

Currie won’t be competing again 

Don Currie, 90 years old, sprints to the finish 
line at the recent track meet in Kelowna.

Four more golds for Slocan’s Don Currie
this year, as the remaining events are 
too long a drive for him. Next year, 
he plans to attend two indoor meets: 
the BC Masters in Kamloops and 
the Canadian Masters in Winnipeg.

He says he will resume training 
this fall.

Currie started competing in track 
meets when he was 75 years old. He 
has won many medals in sprinting, 
running and power-walking and has 
set a few records over the years.
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Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

— Hummingbird feeders —

Manures, top soil, 
seedling mix

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels. 
Kootenay’s largest supplier. New 

lower pricing on many fencing items

Clothing & socks
Wheelbarrows, 
rakes, shovels, 

hoses, sprinklers...
We have all 

your gardening 
supplies!

Sun Hats & 
flip flops

Drywall & mud, insulation
We have all your summer fun toys 

& outdoor cooking items.

Sloggers rubber boots 
& garden shoes

River Floatees and 
Beach Toys

Mosquito sprays,  
sunscreen

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Both Nakusp and Kaslo 
councils were treated to 
presentations from Nelson-
Creston NDP MLA Brittny 
Anderson during their council 
meetings on June 24 and 25 
respectively. 

Anderson is also the 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Tourism to the Minister of 
Arts, Culture and Sport, and 
the Premier’s Special Advisor 
on Youth.

Current ly,  Anderson 
is Kaslo’s MLA, but not 
Nakusp’s. However, provincial 
riding boundaries will change 
for this fall’s election, and both 
Kaslo and Nakusp will be in 
the new Kootenay Central 
riding along with Nelson and 
Creston.
Healthcare

Anderson co-chairs the 
provincial government’s rural 
caucus, which is made up of 10 
NDP MLAs that represent and 
serve rural communities. 

NDP MLA Anderson talks healthcare, environment at Nakusp and Kaslo councils
“Our goal is to use our 

collective voice to maximize 
our impact for our rural 
constituents,” she said.

A few years ago, Anderson 
said the rural caucus identified 
three issues it believed were 
impacting rural communities in 
a unique way – transportation, 
healthcare, and transportation 
to healthcare. 

“There are [government] 
incentives for doctors and 
nurses to attract them to rural 
areas… we’re incentivizing 
people to stay [in rural areas] 
so that there is equitable access 
to healthcare,” she said. 

A n d e r s o n  s a i d  t h e 
Province has also provided 
funding for eligible people 
to have their transportation 
to healthcare appointments 
costs covered. One initiative 
is Hope Air, a national medical 
travel assistance program. 
Another is through the BC 
Cancer Society, which offers 
funding for cancer patients’ 
transportation to appointments. 

And the transportation to 
healthcare piece is not just 
about the “big stuff” like 
flights and accommodations, 
said Anderson, but also for 
rides to and from more local 
appointments, if someone isn’t 
able to drive home on their 
own after a treatment.

Nakusp  Mayor  Tom 
Zeleznik said Hope Air isn’t 
able to use Nakusp’s airport 
because the runway is too 
short. Anderson replied that 
the Ministry of Transportation 
is providing funding for rural 
community airports, and that 
she’d look into whether this 
would be available to Nakusp. 

Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat 
wondered if Anderson could 
look into lobbying for more 
funding from health authorities 
and the Ministry of Health, 
to help BC Transit provide 
medical transportation. She 
also put in a request for more 
extended care beds at the 
Victorian Community Health 
Centre because “the need has 

only grown.” Anderson added 
it to her notes. 

Kaslo Councillor Erika 
Bird brought up the continued 
need for a dialysis unit at 
Kootenay Lake Hospital in 
Nelson. Anderson said she 
has had positive conversations 
with Minister of Health Adrian 
Dix that “gave her a lot of 
hope.”
Environment

Anderson touched on 
the environment by speaking 
about a few initiatives and 
actions by the government.

First up was 30 by 30. 
In 2023, the governments 

of Canada and BC, and the 
First Nations Leadership 
Council, signed a tripartite 
framework agreement to 
protect and conserve 30% of 
BC’s land and water by 2030.

“This is really a one-
of-a-kind agreement in this 
province,” she said. “And 
we’re really leading the way 
in North America in terms 
of the work that we’re doing 

with this.”
Anderson also talked about 

the draft BC Biodiversity 
and  Ecosys tem Hea l th 
Framework, which aims to 
prioritize conservation and 
management of ecosystems, 
including species at risk. 

The draft went out for 
public feedback earlier this 
year, said Anderson, with a 
final draft release delayed due 
to such overwhelming public 
response.

“There were over 7,000 
people that responded… it’s 
really important that we are 
able to go through all those 
responses and incorporate 
that feedback into the what the 
final draft will look like so it’s 
taking a little longer.”

2023 saw another step 
for the environment when 
the BC government removed 
the ‘unduly’ clause from the 
Forest Practices and Planning 
Regulation. The clause meant 
that setting aside land for 
habitat and species protection 

could not ‘unduly’ affect timber 
supply – even if the logging 
was happening in sensitive 
ecosystems, said Anderson. 

“[The clause] basically 
said, you should protect 
these things, unless it’s too 
inconvenient.”

Without the clause, timber 
doesn’t take precedence over 
habitat protection, she said. 

Anderson did note that this 
is a big decision, since forestry 
is a huge economic driver 
in BC. Mills in the area are 
feeling challenged, and many 
community members work in 
forestry. 

“I want to get us to a place 
where we’re really proud of 
our forestry industry,” she said. 

Anderson said she would 
love to see community forests 
expanded. Kaslo Councillor 
E r i k a  B i r d  n o t e d  t h a t 
community forests become a 
challenge when international 
trade comes into the picture.

Both Nakusp and Kaslo 
have community forests.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Residents of the West 
Kootenay-Boundary region 
can look forward to a new, 
permanent Medical Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) machine at 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital (KBRH).

The project is set to begin 
this August, with a target 
completion date of June 2028. 
The estimated project cost is 
$35.9 million. 

Wi th  the  new MRI 
comes a 5,200-square-foot 
building expansion and 
4,900-square-foot basement, 
next to the current medical 
imaging department, to host 
the machine and its suite of 
services. 

The permanent MRI will 
be faster, with the ability 
to perform more complex 
care exams. It will run 16 
hours a day, seven days a 
week, increasing KBRH’s 
annual number of scans from 
4,400 to 7,000. This is about 
a 60% increase, Todd Mastel 
of Interior Health told the 
West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District 
(WKBRHD) board at its 
June 26 meeting. Mastel is 
the Corporate Director of 
Business Operations. 

The new machine will 
replace a 20-year-old mobile 
MRI that is at the end of its 
life. This MRI used to travel 
weekly between KBRH, 
Penticton Regional Hospital, 
and East Kootenay Regional 
Hospital in Cranbrook. When 
PRH and EKRH received 
permanent machines, the 

Regional hospital district, June 26: 
Permanent MRI planned for Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital 

mobile MRI stayed at KBRH.
However, it’s wearing out 

and won’t last the three years 
it will take to complete the 
expansion, said Mastel. IH 
will purchase a new mobile 
MRI, fully funded by the 
government, for KBRH to 
use in the meantime. When 
construction finishes, it will 
be relocated elsewhere in IH 
to help other communities. 

Mobile MRIs are located 
in trailers, which can be 
difficult to access, said Lannon 
de Best, Executive Director of 
Clinical Operations at IH. 
A permanent machine will 
increase accessibility for 
bedbound patients.

Accessibility will also be 
increased with a new parking 
plan, said Mastel. Though 14 
stalls will be lost where the 
expansion will be, 19 to 23 
new stalls will be added and 
gravel sections of the parking 
lot will be paved. 

IH will need to recruit 
more staff to keep up with the 
MRI’s extended hours, said 
Mastel, but the new Provincial 
Rural Retention Incentive, 
effective April 1, aims to 
encourage healthcare workers 
to move to – and stay in – rural 
and remote communities. 

The WKBRHD board 
agreed to contribute $13.945 
million to the project. Staff 
will prepare a bylaw for 
the board to make the final 
approval at its next meeting.

The KBRH Foundation 
for Health is also keen to 
contribute to the project, said 
Mastel. IH will update the 
board as funding from the 

foundation is firmed up. 
Extreme weather 
prep

Interior Health is taking 
measures to prepare for 
extreme weather events this 
summer.

“This is provincially-
driven activity, that health 
authorities – in conjunction 
with municipalities and 
regional districts – have a 
responsibility to ensure that 
there are plans in place for 
extreme heat and extreme 
cold,” said Lannon de Best.

De Best said recent 
meetings with municipal and 
regional district staff have 
been positive. Plans are being 
put in place for cooling sites to 
keep residents safe in the case 
of extreme weather events this 
summer. 

IH is also preparing 
for wildfires. The clinical 
operations team, in partnership 
with heal th emergency 
management partners, are 
working together to prepare 
emergency sites and develop 
action plans to protect patients 
and residents in case of 
interface fires and wildfires.  
Kidney care clinic

Lannon de Best also 
reported that the first kidney 
care clinic in Nelson in early 
June was a success.

Six people accessed 
the services and offered 
positive comments on their 
experiences. De Best said they 
also expressed appreciation 
for having services closer to 
home. 

A kidney care clinic does 

not offer dialysis services. 
I t  p rovides  educat ion , 
counselling, and medical care 
to help slow or stop the rate of 
kidney decline, to prevent the 
need for dialysis.

Interior Health will offer 
a second clinic this summer, 

and another in autumn. 
UBCM meeting 
topics 

The WKBRHD board 
approved three topics for 
meeting requests with the 
Ministry of Health at this 
September’s Union of BC 

Municipalities (UBCM) 
conference:  the struggle to 
recruit and retain qualified 
healthcare workers in rural 
areas; mental health and 
addiction supports; and the 
lack of transit in rural areas 
to access healthcare services. 

submitted by the RCMP
A fatal collision between 

a passenger truck and a 
semi-truck occurred just 
south of Crown Road in 
Hills the evening of Friday, 
July 5.

“Tragically, the four 
occupants of the passenger 
truck, all from Nelson, 
BC, did not survive the 
collision,” says Corporal 
James Grandy, BC RCMP 
spokesperson.  “RCMP 
offer their condolences to 
the family and thank the 
witnesses for their assistance 
at the scene.”

Witnesses at the scene 
managed to rescue the 
driver of the semi-truck, 
which had overturned due 
to the collision, scattering 
its 100,000-pound load of 
lumber across the highway 
and completely blocking 
both lanes.

The driver of the semi-
truck was taken to the 
hospital and found to have 
sustained minor injuries.

Investigation so far 
indicates the passenger 
truck crossed the centre 
line. The driver of the semi-
truck attempted to avoid a 
collision, but his B-trailer hit 

Fatal collision on Hwy 6 near Hills
the ditch, causing the semi 
to flip and its load to collide 
with the passenger truck.

Emergency responders 
worked to extinguish the 
flames, but the truck and its 
trailer were destroyed by 
the fire.

The highway was closed 
for 11 hours to facilitate the 
investigation and clearing of 
the debris.

Both the BC Coroners 
Service and the Slocan 
Lake RCMP continue to 
investigate.
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Owl Song
Who put the acid in the rain there
Who turned the fishes upside 

down?
Who killed the insects in the 

forest,
And who among us stand upon 

the ground?

Who left the fish there in the 
reivers,

Unable to reach their ancient 
spawning grounds?

Who built the dams across the 
valleys,

And who is going to help to tear 
them down?

O u r  r e s o u r c e s  n o w  a r e 
thoughtlessly being wasted,

More and more are needed every 
day.

Some seem blind to what is now 
before them,

But some are beginning to see a 
better way.

Our futures are being hung in 
the balance,

By the ones who just don’t seem 
to care.

They’re squandering the beauty 
that’s around us,

Taking away a paradise we all 
could share.

The race for wealth and power 
will continue,

But only till Mother Nature has 
her say.

Then the life-giving forces will 
return to

Those who can respect her giving 
way.

I feel this old earth that we call 
home now,

Will be a better place to live 
some day.

But not until these “Power Trips” 
are over, 

Then a world at peace will surely 
be here to stay.

Hugh Williams
Slocan

The short 
mechanics’ 
strike

Several times over the last 
couple of days, I have heard CBC 
newscasters announcing that Canada 
Day travelers and vacationers are 
suffering travel problems due to the 
short mechanics’ strike at WestJet. I 
just don’t understand... if the short 
mechanics were refusing to work, 
couldn’t they have convinced the 
taller mechanics to work a little 
OT? Jeez!

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

More 
government 
mess

The original estimated cost 
of the Trans Mountain Expansion 
(TMX) project was $7.4 billion 
in 2017. This budget has since 
escalated significantly due to delays, 
technical difficulties, with the final 
cost reaching $34.2 billion, nearly 
five times the initial estimate.

TMX is a cautionary tale of 
government intervention that did 
not go as planned. The project 
f aced  mu l t i p l e  de l ays  and 
technical challenges. For example, 
a mountainous segment’s cost 
escalated from $377 million to $4.6 
billion, and sections passing through 
Metro Vancouver increased from 
$310 million to $1.7 billion. These 
issues contributed to the inflated 
costs and delayed completion.

The  federa l  government 
purchased Trans Mountain in 
2018 for $4.5 billion to ensure 
the expansion proceeded. While 
this intervention was intended to 
support the project and ensure its 
completion, it has resulted in the 
government owning a financially 
troubled asset. Analysts argue that 
the project’s high debt levels and 
poor financial performance would 

make it unsustainable without 
government support.

Financial projections indicate 
that without spot shipments, the 
pipeline would not achieve positive 
equity returns until 2031. Even 
with optimistic projections of high 
utilization rates, the best-case 
scenario shows only around an 8% 
return on equity by 2034, barely 
meeting the minimum acceptable 
level for a quality asset.

The project’s financial viability 
is threatened by higher tolls, which 
may deter shippers. Competing 
pipelines like Enbridge Mainline 
and TC Energy’s Keystone offer 
lower rates, making it challenging 
for Trans Mountain to attract and 
retain customers.

The pipeline’s reliance on spot 
shippers adds an element of market 
risk. Spot shipping demand is difficult 
to forecast, and fluctuations in oil 
prices and market conditions could 
impact the pipeline’s utilization and 
profitability. The federal government 
is overly optimistic on TMX oil 
sales. This project is a dog, plain 
and simple.

The government’s plan to sell the 
pipeline faces significant obstacles 
due to the financial uncertainties, 
ongoing toll disputes, and the plan 
to involve Indigenous communities 
in ownership. Potential buyers are 
wary of the pipeline’s financial 
and operational outlook, making it 
difficult for the government to find 
a suitable buyer without accepting a 
significant discount.

The project has faced criticism 
from environmental  groups, 
Indigenous communities, and other 
stakeholders. The increased costs and 
financial instability have also drawn 
criticism regarding the government’s 
decision to intervene and purchase 
the pipeline.

The BC NDP government 
argued that the TMX project posed 
significant environmental risks, 
particularly in terms of oil spills 
that could affect the coastline and 
marine life. They also sought to 
assert provincial jurisdiction over 
environmental regulations related 
to the transportation of oil. The BC 
government has spent millions (total 
amount unknown) of taxpayer dollars 
fighting TMX. The Supreme Court 
unanimously dismissed BC’s appeal, 
affirming that the federal government 
had exclusive jurisdiction over 
interprovincial pipelines. This 
ruling was a significant setback for 

BC’s efforts to impose additional 
regulations on the TMX project.

Government should stay out of 
large business decisions. I suspect the 
$40 billion EV battery proposition 
will also end badly for Canada and 
the taxpayers getting hosed for all 
this meddling and driving up costs 
for everything they touch.

Government should concentrate 
on being lean and mean, work 
hard for the people and stop the 
excessive waste that makes Canada 
an international laughingstock.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Singh should 
share the blame

Trudeau  and  the  Libera l 
Party’s policies of continuing over-
immigration, massive overspending, 
crippling debt and interest, massive 
tax hikes (newest crippling one the 
big tax hike in capital gains) and on 
and on are destroying Canada while 
Singh and the NDP sit back and do 
nothing to curb or stop any of it. 
Singh, by his continuing blind support 
of Trudeau’s minority government, is 
even more to blame for the desperate 
shape that Canada is in. By his failure 
to act, he has sold Canada and the 
Canadian people as well as his own 
NDP party down the river.

Why should he bear the most 
blame? Because at any point, he 
could’ve withdrawn his support for 
Trudeau’s minority government and 
forced an election before all the 
damage was done. Even now, as 
Trudeau and the Liberals continue 
to wreak havoc, Singh still won’t 
withdraw his support and force an 
early election. Do you think that 
the reason he won’t force an early 
election and Trudeau won’t call one, 
either, is because if he does, over 60 
MPs won’t qualify for big fat lifetime 
pensions?

Judas sold out Jesus for 30 pieces 
of silver. Someone should ask Singh 
why he continues to sell out Canada 
and if the pensions for themselves 
are the reason? You might point out 
that by blindly going along with 
everything Trudeau is doing to destroy 
Canada, the mighty NDP under Singh 
has gotten a free dental care program 
and a free pharmacare plan for the 
people. Sure, but how many people 
will be able to take advantage of it 
because there aren’t enough dentists 
just like there aren’t enough doctors to 
cover everyone in Canada. Sure, the 

free drug plan will cover diabetics and 
birth control, which is a great thing. 
But a lot of people who already have 
private plans through their workplace 
will be worse off because Trudeau’s 
plan will cover a lot less than what is 
already covered by their own plans 
The smart thing to do would’ve been 
to leave those private plans alone 
and cover the people who don’t have 
any coverage at all. It would’ve been 
cheaper and benefitted those people 
because they didn’t have any coverage 
to begin with.

Also, like a lot of Trudeau’s 
schemes, you can’t call anything 
he does a plan because so far there 
hasn’t been any proper planning 
in any of his budgets or any other 
policies. You can rest assured that the 
pharmacare plan will cover as little as 
possible. Singh has allowed Trudeau 
to run Canada’s debt to $1.4 trillion 
a year and climbing, with interest on 
the debt climbing to $64.3 billion a 
year. Costs for pharmacare could run 
as high as $32 billion a year and for 
dental over $7 billion a year. If you 
think it’s all free, it’s not. The money 
to pay for it all comes from our taxes 
and even though we are already 
taxed to the max, Trudeau will keep 
raising taxes to pay for everything. 
Just imagine, if Trudeau and the 
Liberals had done proper budgeting 
and planning and kept their spending 
under control, what could’ve been 
done with $67 billion a year now 
spent on interest that doesn’t even 
reduce the debt. That money being 
spent on interest could’ve paid for a 
lot of things including the dental plan 
and pharmacare with billions to spare. 
Instead, Singh supported Trudeau, 
a person who said “I’m not worried 
about the budgets. They will take care 
of themselves lol.” Well the budgets 
didn’t take care of themselves and 
neither has Trudeau and the Liberals.

And one more thing. Why didn’t 
Singh stand up and do the decent thing 
for the 680,000 disabled people and 
the many others who are living below 
the poverty level and force Trudeau’s 
government to give them a decent 
raise on their disability pensions 
instead of a measly $200 (what a slap 
in the face) so that they wouldn’t have 
to continue to live in poverty?

Trudeau and the Liberal MPs and 
Singh and the NDP should have to 
stand up before the Canadian people 
and tell us why they think they deserve 
big fat pensions for life and big fat pay 
raises for not doing a competent job 
of managing our country.

I don’t know how they can live 
with themselves, knowing how badly 
they have let the people of Canada 
down.

People are blaming Trudeau for 
everything and they seem to have 
forgotten that Singh has supported 
everything when he could have 
withdrawn his support at any time 
and forced an election. Singh needs to 
share the blame and the shame.

Len Heppner
Nakusp 
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I live in Winlaw. I love trees, 
especially old growth. If we protect 
old trees, we have to protect the 
trees all around them and the whole 
ecosystem. If we cut down all the 
trees, we will have no air to breathe. 
Thank you for listening to my 
protest.

Caskeda, age 11

Whole School kids speak out about Cai Creek logging

We went to go on a hike to Cai 
Creek. On the hike, we saw lots of 
seeds and mushrooms, fuzzy moss, 
bugs, woodpecker hole in wood. You 
are going to cut it all down. I am 
made. There is going to be no air, 
water, animals, trees, and no future 
for us kids.

Please make the right decisions, 
for all of us.

Kamilo, 9 years old
I went on a field trip with my 

school to Cai Creek. Right after 
lunch, we went in the forest and 
saw all the flagging tape. There was 
so much. We also went to see the 
biggest Ponderosa pine in BC. In that 
forest, I felt so calm, free, happy and 
amazing. The forest is so beautiful. 
Even if you cut the trees around the 
Ponderosa pine, it will still suffer. 
It’s like if you’re taking his family 
away. Don’t cut the forest down. 
It’s home to animals and the forest 
makes oxygen for us. Please don’t 
cut it down. It has more value alive 
for everyone, including humans.

Aylie, 11 years old
Me and my school went to Cai 

Creek. It was so beautiful. We went 
to see Lieutenant Dan, the biggest 
Ponderosa pine in BC. Everyone 
was so happy until we saw the pink 
flagging tape. The whole forest is 
going to be logged. Lieutenant Dan 
is protected by the government but if 
the forest around him is cut, he can’t 
survive. Clearcutting needs to stop! 
It destroys ecosystems. When I am 
in a forest, it is cool, wet and full of 
life. Forests make me feel calm. But 
a cutblock makes me feel depressed.

I want to see logging practices 
change.

Thank you for your time.
Kaleb, grade 4

We went to Cai Creek, home to 
BC’s biggest Ponderosa pine named 
Lieutenant Dan. It was beautiful and 
then I saw the flagging tape and I k 
new that it would be cut down like 
the 42 million that are cut down 
every day. It made me so sad when 
I first heard that a free is cut down 
every 2.5 seconds.

I’m not saying that you need to 
stop completely, just that we need to 
change our current logging practices.

I know that BC can protect 
Lieutenant Dan, but Dan needs the 
ecosystem, other trees, to live. If 
you remove the trees around it, think 
about the water with no trees to soak 
up the water. All the water would 
be gone!

My name is Ciel and I love the 
forest. I hope you take what I have 

said into consideration.
Ciel

Hi, my name is Rielle and I’m 
11 and I would love if you didn’t cut 
down Cai Creek because it’s really 
pretty and there’s this big tree named 
Dan. He’s really big and he’s 600 
years old. On the hike up (and down), 
the forest was sooo magical! But 
then we saw the flagging tape… and 
it really ruined the mood. But back 
to the forest. There were so many 
different shades of green I thought 
my brain was going to explode 
because of how vibrant it was! Even 
if you save Dan, he needs his family 
to survive. He’s an old man and 
he needs the whole ecosystem to 
survive. So please don’t cut him or 
his family down!

Rielle
My school went to Cai Creek. 

It was so magical feeling. I love the 
forest – it’s so fun. When we were 
hiking, I saw bear scratches on the 
trees, woodpecker holes, and then 
I saw flagging tape. That made me 
sad. Hundreds of animals live in the 
forest. Would you like it if you came 
home and your house was gone? 
Cai Creek has an old-growth forest 
with the largest Ponderosa pine in 
the whole of BC. We found out that 
only Lieutenant Dan will be saved. 
Lieutenant Dan needs the other trees 
to survive. All they do with the old 
growth is get it out of the way. The 
trees are a part of our ecosystem. 
They let us breathe. I live in a forest. 
I climb the trees with my friends. We 
run around in the forest.

Only cut down what you need. 
You are cutting down lots of trees 
you don’t even need. These trees 
matter. They are living things just 
like us. I hope you stop cutting trees 
you don’t need. I love the forest and 
I want it to thrive.

Freyja Beckjord, age 10
My name is Veda and my class 

went to Cai Creek to see Lieutenant 
Dan, the biggest Ponderosa pine in 
BC. The hike was so beautiful and 
amazing and everything was so lush 
and green. But when I got up the hike 
more, I saw flagging tape and spray 
paint on the trees. It made me feel so 
bad that the old growth was going 
to be cut down. We later found out 
that only Lieutenant Dan was going 
to be saved and all the other trees 
were going to be cut down. If people 
cut down that awesome forest, it 
destroys its ecosystem. If people did 
cut down the trees, so many animals’ 
homes would be destroyed. That 
would make me so sad. Lieutenant 
Dan is 600 years old. Imagine getting 
to that age and having your family 
just disappear.

I am in grade 7 and I am writing 
this letter because Cai Creek is an 
awesome place because it has lots of 
different types of trees. It also has a 
lot of water in the ground (70%-80% 
intact watershed) so you should not 

cut down this magical forest.
Veda Pope, age 12

We went on a field trip to Cai 
Creek. It was beautiful. It had lush 
green bushes and huge trees. It was 
breathtaking. But them me and my 
friends saw the flagging tape.

My name is Micah and I live in 
the Slocan Valley and I have lived 
with trees my whole life. I am in 
grade 7 and I am 13 years old.

Just think of the animals and 
their homes – you are destroying a 
breathtaking ecosystem. It also has 
the biggest Ponderosa pine in BC, 
Lieutenant Dan. Even though he is 
protected from being cut, there’s 
only 50 metres radius protecting him 
and other trees around him. That’s 
not going to help once the ground 
starts to erode. All the trees around 
Dan will fall and eventually Dan 
will, too. Also Cai Creek has a lot of 
water in the ground. It has in between 
70% and 80% intact watersheds. 
It also has tons of biodiversity in 
trees, bushes and wildlife. It has 
Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, grand 
fir, larch and cedar. For bushes, it 
has berries, herbal bushes and a lot 
of other plants and bushes. And for 
animals, it has ungulates, bears, birds 
and bugs. I love the forest. It gives us 
food and it shelters animals. I hope 
you understand where I’m coming 
from. Please don’t cut the forest 
down. I do understand selective 
logging and I think it’s way better 
than clearcutting.

Micah, 13 years old

Open letter to 
MLA Katrine 
Conroy re: Cai 
Creek

My name is Aeyla Skye Vrbanek 
and I am seven years old. I am 
writing to you to talk about the 
importance of trees because we have 
been cutting too many down and if 
we don’t stop soon, we will become 
extinct! The trees give us air, shelter, 
and affect our climate.

I went on a field trip with the 
Whole School to see the largest 
Ponderosa pine in British Columbia 
at Cai Creek. As I was walking 
through the forest, I could hear all the 
beautiful sounds of the wind through 
the trees. I played in the clear water 
and breathed the fresh air. The tweets 
from the birds made me feel like I 
was hearing the voice of happiness.

If you log this forest, your 
machines will spill oil into the 
fresh water and the birds will have 
nowhere to sing. If you cut around 
this Ponderosa pine, it will be in 
danger because trees help each other 
to survive and each one has a living 
spirit. It might seem like just some 
trees to you, but every single tree 
is like a human and they are family.

I hope you will change your mind 
and want to help the forest, take into 

your heart the teachings of the Cree 
tribe: Only when the last tree has died 
and the last river has been poisoned 
and the last fish has been caught will 
we realize we cannot eat money.

Aeyla Skye Vrbanek
Winlaw

Attention all 
government 
officials

Our school recently went to Cai 
Creek for an outdoor leadership 
program. When we arrived at the 
bottom of the mountain, we saw a 
beautiful lush, green and fresh area 
with beautiful healthy plants that 
really took my breath away with how 
stunning they were. As we wandered 
farther up the path, my heart skipped 
a beat as I saw bigger trees that were 
tall and created refreshing shade that 
made the air feel so much cleaner. 
After we looked farther and deeper 
into that forest, I realized on a lot 
of the trees there was bright orange 
and pink flagging tape matched with 
foul-smelling spray paint. I felt so 
bad and hurt for these trees and this 

beautiful forest full of streams and 
animals that would soon be ruined 
by the government’s big destructive 
machines. 

We then went further down the 
path and saw the biggest Ponderosa 
pine in all of BC. When we went 
closer to this unbelievably magical 
tree, we lined up and took turns 
going up to the tree and gave it 
an offering. When I went up to 
Lieutenant Dan, I felt this happy, 
tingly feeling that really touched my 
heart. That experience of standing 
with a big mysterious wonderful tree 
was amazing. Then I realized that 
its family was going to be cut down, 
which wouldn’t give Lieutenant 
Dan enough of an ecosystem to live 
much longer. 

I personally think we should 
not cut down Cai Creek and let this 
big, glorious forest live to its fullest 
potential and help Lieutenant Dan 
and his ecosystem live as long as 
possible. I hope you take my letter to 
heart and choose to save Cai Creek.

Ashlyah McGinn, 13 years 
old

Whole School student

by Ashlyah Rose McGinn, age 13
On May 31, Whole School 

students and staff went to Cai Creek 
with Fox, an environmental activist 
who taught the whole school a ton 
of cool things about old growth and 
forest health.

At Cai Creek, deep within the 
forest lies the biggest Ponderosa 
pine in British Columbia. When 
the group arrived at the base of the 
mountain, they had a circle where 
they discussed the plan and got to 
stage themselves before the journey 
up the mountain. As they walked up, 
Fox asked the students what they 
noticed about the forest, and if the 
forest was young or old. 

“I think the forest is very lush 
and green,” said one of the students. 
Many of the children said they 
thought it was a young forest. 

When they traveled farther up, 
the forest got more dry and brown 
and the trees were bigger and older 
than at the start of the hike, which 
meant it was an older forest. 

The thing about Cai Creek is that 
it is mostly going to be cut down, 
which many of the students found 
very sad. The students and staff say 
they saw tons of flagging tape with 
the green tape representing the trail 
and the orange tape representing the 
boundaries of the cutblock. 

A while later, the group came to 
the biggest Ponderosa pine in BC, 
which is named Lieutenant Dan. 
They visited the tree one by one 
in silence, putting an offering at its 
base. They also sang a couple of 
songs, such as ‘Tall Trees’ and ‘Put 

Whole School takes field trip to 
Cai Creek

Your Roots Down.’ 
Technically,  the cutblock 

boundaries do not go into the vicinity 
of Lieutenant Dan. Even though that 
is true, it doesn’t mean the tree will 
survive. With the forest around it 
gone, the tree will be exposed to a lot 
of sunlight and may not have enough 
nutrients to survive. 

When they were done singing, 
the group made their way back down 
the mountain. All who participated 
say it was a lovely experience and 
that they hope that Cai Creek will 
stand strong and not be cut down.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Considering 
Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Sarah 
for Details: 
250-265-0002
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

St Andrew’s Church 
Kaslo  – 

Saddle-Bag Church services
Sundays at 10 am 

from June 30 - Aug.25

Everyone is welcome,
with various guest presenters 

each Sunday

Woodlot Licence WO494 
Proposed Woodlot Licence Plan 

Term 2024 to 2034 
Woodlot Licence W0494 is a 600-hectare 

forest tenure on crown land located south 
west of Kaslo. 

The holder of Woodlot Licence W0494 is proposing a new 
Woodlot Licence Plan (WLP). The WLP establishes baseline 
performance standards for managing the timber and non-
timber values on the crown land within the Woodlot. The WLP 
has been prepared per the requirements of the Forest and 
Range Practices Act and the Woodlot Licence Planning and 
Practices Regulation. 
This notice is to provide the interested parties with an 
opportunity to review and comment on the WLP prior to final 
submission of the WLP to the Ministry of Forests for approval. 
The proposed WLP is available for viewing at: http://www.
woodfor.com/W0494/WLP/ 
Other means to view the WLP can be arranged by 
reques t  i f  necessary.  W0494  can  be  reached 
a t  the  addresses  be low fo r  more  in fo rmat ion .  
In order for comments to be considered in the final submission of 
the WLP, please send written comments by August 20, 2024 to: 

peterm@netidea.com or 
W0494, Box 1386, Kaslo B.C. V0G 1M0

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village will partner with the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
to participate in the 2024 Regional 
Housing Needs Report project. The 
RDCK awarded the project contract to 
M’akola Development Services at its 
regular board meeting on June 13.

The RDCK has partnered with 
interested municipalities on the project 
– Nakusp, Slocan, and Silverton. Due 
to staff turnover in early 2024, Kaslo 
missed the invitation from the RDCK 

Kaslo council, June 25: Village to partner with RDCK in Regional Housing Needs Report
to participate in the project and were not 
included on the list during the RDCK 
board meeting. However, Mayor Suzan 
Hewat expressed the Village’s interest 
in participating and the board deemed it 
was still okay to join. 

A Housing Needs Report describes 
current and anticipated housing needs 
in a community through data collection, 
analyzing trends, and community 
engagement. Its purpose is to identify 
gaps and better inform and understand 
what kind of housing is most needed in 
communities. The RDCK completed its 
last housing needs report in September 
2020, in partnership with Kaslo, New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan, Salmo, 
Nelson and Creston.
Pharmacy façade facelift

T.H.E. Pharmacy’s building exterior 
is getting a significant makeover – a 
new colour scheme, and decorative 
brick, trim, and lighting. Heritage & 
Commercial Core Development Permits 
were issued for the improvements.

Lighting to enhance the mural 
on the wall facing Fourth Street will 
project over the sidewalk, so the 
Village will enter into an encroachment 
agreement that gives the property owner 
responsibility for maintenance and 
any potential liabilities. Heritage & 
Commercial Development Permits 

aim to preserve the Village’s historical, 
artistic, and architectural features. The 
permits encourage new developments to 
follow design guidelines that respect and 
complement historical attributes. 
KBSA beer garden

Kaslo Baseball and Softball 
Association (KBSA) applied for a beer 
garden licence for its July 11-13 end-of-
season celebration. However, the current 
bylaw specifies that the licence must 
be approved 30 days in advance of the 
event. Council directed staff to prepare an 
amendment to the bylaw, removing this 
condition. At a special council meeting 
on July 4, council gave three readings to 
the amended bylaw, and adopted a new 
beer garden licence policy. 

Final adoption of the bylaw is set for 
the July 9 meeting, so at that meeting, 
KBSA can be granted a beer licence. 

Councillor Matthew Brown recused 
himself, as he is part of the KBSA.
Subdivision DVP

The developer of a proposed four-lot 
subdivision at the south end of Kaslo 
won’t have to upgrade the existing 
watermain to service two of the lots. 
Brenton Properties Ltd. was granted a 
Development Variance Permit (DVP) 
that will allow the company to keep an 
existing 100 mm diameter watermain, 
instead of upgrading to 150 mm. 

The 100 mm watermain runs along 
the front of Lots 1 and 2 in the proposed 
subdivision – bordered by Hillside 
Avenue to the south, North Marine Drive 
(Highway 31) to the east, and Boundary 
Avenue to the north – then connects to 
an existing home on Boundary Avenue. 

Staff consulted with a civil engineer 
who advised that the 100 mm watermain 
is adequate to service the existing home 
as well as the two new lots. 

Lots 3 and 4 are proposed to be 
serviced by a 150 mm watermain. A new 
fire hydrant would be installed at the end 
of Hillside Avenue, using the 150 mm 
watermain, to service all four lots.

Council received four letters from 
neighbours about the variance request – 
one in favour and three against.

Mayor Suzan Hewat recused herself 
due to a conflict of interest for this item, 
and Councillor Rob Lang took the chair 
as acting mayor. 
Land use bylaw adopted 

Council adopted amendments to 
Kaslo’s land use bylaw.

The amendments align the bylaw 
with certain provisions of provincial 
Bill 44 that require local governments 
to permit secondary suites or accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs) in residential 
zones normally limited to one single-
family detached house or duplex.

Only lots connected to municipal 
water and sewer are affected by Bill 44. 
For Kaslo, that’s any R-1 (single- and 
two-family residential) zoned land within 

Sewer Specified Area 1 (SSA1).
Property owners in Kaslo in the 

R-1 zone are already allowed to have 
secondary suites or ADUs, subject to 
certain conditions. The amendments 
remove the condition of minimum 
lot size restrictions for R-1 properties 
connected to water and sewer. For 
unconnected lots, the minimum size 
remains, but was changed from 510 
metres squared to 500 metres squared. 
Dialysis letter

The Village will send a follow-up 
letter to Interior Health, requesting an 
update about potential dialysis services 
in Nelson. “Thank you to Councillor 
[Erika] Bird for working with staff to 
draft [the letter],” said Mayor Hewat.  
Annual report

Council approved the 2023 annual 
report. The report is a requirement 
of the BC Community Charter. It 
demonstrates the Village’s progress on 
its 2023 initiatives and states its goals for 
the coming year, and includes the audited 
annual financial statements. 

The Village completed many of the 
objectives it set for 2023, including but 
not limited to improving acoustics at 
Front Street Park, opening Penny Lane 
Apartments, and completing phases one 

and two of the Kaslo River dike and 
bank remediation project. The Village 
also completed the A Avenue watermain 
project, improved the reliability of the 
arena refrigeration plant, reviewed 
bylaws for noise and ticketing, and 
purchased an electric truck. The Village 
has a comprehensive list of municipal 
objectives for 2024-2025, including but 
not limited to adopting an accessibility 
plan, renovating the Kaslo Arena, and 
continued work on the Kemball Building. 
The Village also aims to improve the 
quality of park services, develop an 
active transportation network plan, and 
draft an asset management plan. 
Statement of financial info

Council approved the 2023 
Statement of Financial Information 
(SOFI).

The SOFI includes the audited 
financial statements, elected official and 
employee remuneration, payments for 
the provision of goods and services, and 
a management report from the Chief 
Financial Officer, along with a few 
other details. 

Under the Financial Information 
Act, a local government must prepare 
and submit a SOFI by June 20 every year, 
to demonstrate accountability.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A few retired geologists let curiosity 
get the better of them and have now found 
themselves in phase four of a geothermal 
energy project near Kootenay Lake. 

The goal, said Gord MacMahon, 
lead volunteer researcher, is tapping into 
geothermal energy and using the hot 
water to heat buildings, or for industrial 
purposes.

The focus area is a known warm 
spring near Crawford Creek, on the 
central, east side of Kootenay Lake. 

“After a thermal survey [of the area], 
we actually saw three more springs in the 
same area,” he said.

They’re not super hot, said 
MacMahon – temperatures range from 
17°C to 31°C – but they’re obviously 
connected to something that is. 

In phase four, they hope to gather 
enough data to justify drilling a well 
in search of hotter waters. With high 
enough temperatures and substantial 
flow rates, a project could be developed 
for commercial use. 

“There’s a wide range of different 
direct use applications, but a greenhouse 
that can grow food year-round would be 
one of the more appealing outcomes,” 
said MacMahon.

The project began in 2019, when 
MacMahon started chatting with other 
retired geologists in the area. 

In 2021, curiosity spurred 
MacMahon, Dan Gatto, and Sonni 
Greene to begin analyzing data with 
Selkirk College. In phase two, they 
hired a Selkirk College geology summer 
student to complete reconnaissance 
geological mapping and geochemistry 
work.

The results from phase two were 
enough to support their hypothesis of 
an active thermal system. Phase three 
started last year – another summer 
student, and more detailed, sophisticated 

Search for geothermal sources near 
Kootenay Lake one step closer 

mapping and geochemistry work. 
MacMahon said phase three also 

included some “pretty interesting 
geophysics results” with the University 
of Victoria.

“And so when you roll all that up, it 
continues to make the story compelling, 
which is why we’re now in phase four,” 
said MacMahon. 

Phase four is going deeper with 
isotope geochemistry and even more 
specialized geochemistry work with 
students from the University of Calgary, 
University of Ottawa, and Selkirk 
College. 

“If we can identify certain isotope 
ratios [near Crawford Creek] that are 
similar to known hot springs, then it will 
further validate our thinking,” he said.

To do so, the team explored 
Dewar Creek hot springs in the Purcell 
Wilderness Conservancy Provincial 
Park. The horseback trip out to the 
second hottest hot springs in BC, at 83°C, 
was an adventure, said MacMahon.

South Kootenay Lake Community 
Services is providing administrative 
support for the project, while funding 
has come from the RDCK, the Province’s 
Rural Economic Diversification and 
Infrastructure Program (REDIP), 
Geoscience BC, and the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada. Federal funding through 
Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan) 
has helped fund summer students’ 
salaries each summer.

But otherwise, it is completely 
volunteer-driven, said MacMahon.

“It’s been like a part-time job without 
pay,” he said. But they’re all enjoying 
the fascinating work and discoveries. 
Getting back out into the field is a 
highlight for MacMahon. 

“And we’ve worked with some 
really bright young students, and that’s 
rewarding too, to see them learning and 
to learn from them,” he said.  

New solar balloons, pottery, 
cards and more in-store! 
Come visit us Monday 

through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

by Jan McMurray
New Denver welcomes the 

Village’s new Chief Administrative 
Officer, Ash Alam and his wife, 
Nicole, to the community.

Ash has 12 years of experience 
as  CAO in  communi t ies  in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Nicole 
is an accountant and works remotely.

“My wife and I have been looking 
for a small, rural community with a 
lake and mountains, not too close to 
the city. So when we saw the New 
Denver CAO position advertised, 
we did some research and then came 
here and we loved it! A small, vibrant 
community on a lake surrounded by 
mountains was exactly what we were 
looking for. It’s the perfect place for 
us to retire when the time comes.” 
Alam says retirement is about 12 
years out for him.

Born in Dubai, Alam moved 
to the US when he was six years 
old. He received his Bachelor of 
Business Administration (Arizona 

New Chief Administrative Officer in New Denver
State University) and Masters of 
Business Administration (University 
of Nevada), and worked as a senior 
executive at an oil company, Hess 
Corporation, in Florida for several 
years before moving to Canada. 
While living in Edmonton, he spent 
four years studying municipal 
administration, specializing in 
municipal law, and received his 
National Advanced Certificate in 
Local Authority Administration 
Level I and Level II with distinction 
from the University of Alberta. He 
also received several specialized 
certifications, such as municipal 
assessor and municipal asset manager.

Ash and Nicole met in Alberta. 
They have two children, who both 
live in the US.

The Alams are staying at the 
campground and are confident they 
will find a home in New Denver 
soon. Ash says they definitely want 
to live in New Denver. “I want to 
be a taxpayer in the place where I 

work,” he said.
As CAO, Ash says he is in 

favour of working with neighbouring 
communities. “I love working with 
surrounding communities because 
we are neighbours, and I want to 
have a fantastic relationship with our 
neighbours,” he said. “For example, 
it’s difficult to find certified water 
operators, so New Denver and 
Silverton can help each other with 
that. There is no sense in duplicating 
things and we can save money if we 
work together.”

Ash says he and Nicole also 
like to get involved in community 
service and have a lot of volunteer 
experience. Ash also worked as 
Chief Operating Officer of a seniors’ 
housing non-profit foundation in 
Alberta.

Unfortunately, Ash has been 
the victim of some false press, 
connecting him to a murder case in 
Bangladesh. He said a legal process 
is underway to clear this up. His 
lawyers have provided the Village 

of New Denver with proof that the 
news stories are false, he said, and 

the Village is also in receipt of his 
RCMP security clearance.

Ash Alam and his wife, Nicole.

by Jan McMurray
• This was the first regular 

council meeting for New Denver’s 
new CAO, Ashraf Alam. Alam’s start 
date was June 21.
Annual report

The Village’s 2023 annual report 
was approved. The document gives 
an excellent summary of Village 
activities last year. Two new water 
wells were drilled, and should come 
online this year once pumps and 
a new pumphouse are built. Two 
new fire hydrants were installed, 
allowing the Village to supply 
water to the Orchard in the event 
of failure of the existing line that 
runs under the bridge. The dike was 
repaired, and funding was secured 
for flood mitigation works and 
Carpenter Creek floodplain hazard 
mapping. Heat pumps were installed 
at Bosun Hall, which can now be 
used as a cooling/warming centre 
during extreme weather events. 
A new year-round washroom was 
built at the south end of Centennial 
Park. New sidewalks, letdowns and 
crosswalks along the north side of 
6th Avenue near New Market Foods 

New Denver council, June 25: 2023 
annual report summarizes busy year

were installed.
Water report approved

The Village’s 2023 annual water 
report was approved. “The purpose 
of the report is to improve public 
awareness regarding Village of New 
Denver’s drinking water,” states 
a staff report by Jessica Rayner, 
community planner. 

C o u n c i l l o r  J o h n  F y k e 
commented that water consumption 
is quite high in New Denver. In 2023, 
water usage was 153 million litres, 
compared to 134 million in 2022 
and 126 million in 2021. In 2021, 
the average Canadian daily domestic 
use of fresh water per capita was 401 
litres; in New Denver, it is about 
567 litres.
Two treadmills at fitness 
centre

There will be two treadmills at 
the Community Gym/Fitness Centre, 
Councillor John Fyke reported. A 
new one was to be delivered at the 
beginning of July, and the old one 
was going to be repaired.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

SOOOO HANDSOME!
“HANDSOME” is not just a pretty face – he’s 
snuggly and friendly too!   He is an adult 
male, all-round really nice cat! And yes, 
“HANDSOME” loves treats!  Please call the 
PALS phone line, 250-265-3792, to see if he 
will be purrfect at your house.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Two properties were declared 
to be in states of nuisance – 503 
2nd Ave NW, and 315 8th Ave NW. 
The Village will issue notices to the 
owners to clean up their properties at 
their sole expense, no later than 30 
days after receiving notice.

Since 2018, owners of both 
properties have received complaints 
and been issued tickets, as per the 
Village’s Good Neighbour Bylaw, 
but have failed to take action. 

If the property owners do not 
take actions to clean up by the 
deadline, the Village may undertake 
remedial action at the sole expense 
of the owners. 
NADB update

Corinne Tessier and Mickey 
Wojnarowski from the Nakusp and 
Area Development Board (NADB) 
appeared before council to provide 
an update on NADB activities.

The NADB is a non-profit 
society that focuses on community-
led economic diversification and 
resiliency in the Nakusp and Arrow 
Lakes region. It is made up of 
volunteers and one paid employee. 

The group’s first priority 
currently is workforce housing, 
with 50% of staff time dedicated 
to developing entry-level housing 
for working people and families, 
said Tessier, NADB president. 
Community sessions, surveys, and 
research led a few NADB members 
to form a separate entity, the Upper 
Arrow Housing Society (UAHS). 
NADB is partnered with UAHS for 
one year, said Tessier, to support its 
first steps.

UAHS’s board includes a realtor 
and developer from out of town, 
Arrowtarians involved in housing, 
and Councillor Tina Knooihuizen 
as a representative of the Village. 
UAHS’s short-term goal is tenant-
landlord matching, while its long-
term goal is a multi-unit housing 
project. 

The NADB’s second priority 
is supporting local agriculture via 
Grow Arrow Lakes (GAL), an 
initiative to promote local farms, 
growers, producers, grocers, and 
other agricultural businesses. 

Nakusp council, June 24: Two properties declared nuisances 
Wojnarowski, vice president of 
NADB, talked about the GAL map, 
directory, and producer profiles 
available on NADB’s website. NADB 
is also looking into developing a 
Food/Community Hub, which would 
bring food organizations together to 
collaborate. 

The NADB offers business 
advising with Dawn Driscoll, who 
has brought practical help to over 
60 businesses and organizations. 
Tessier said there has been a high 
uptake due to Driscoll’s personal 
and responsive service. Driscoll 
is going on maternity leave soon; 
Kristina Mogensen will continue 
providing this free service until the 
funding from the Economic Trust of 
the Southern Interior (ETSI-BC) runs 
out at the end of November. 

Tessier also talked about the 
NADB’s Signage and Wayfinding 
project, which will replace aging 
signs around Nakusp with more 
functional and aesthetically cohesive 
signs. The plan is complete and was 
adopted by council in November 
2023. NADB is working to secure 
funding for installation. 

“With all of these efforts, we 
are indeed building local economic 
capacity,” said Tessier. She said 
the NADB and the Village have 
complementary priorities – financial 
viability, investing in the community, 
and collaboration – and hopes the 
NADB can continue working with 
the Village.

Councillor Tina Knooihuizen 
thanked NADB for helping the 
Village meet some of its strategic 
priorities.
Sinixt invitation

The  Vi l l age  w i l l  i nv i t e 
representatives from the Sinixt 
Confederacy to attend and participate 
in the Hot Springs 50th anniversary 
celebrations on October 19. Chalets 
will be provided to them at no cost 
on October 18 and 19.

The invitation recognizes and 
honours the historical connection and 
enduring relationship that the Sinixt 
people have with the hot springs, said 
Ava Durrell, Recreation Clerk, in her 
May 30 staff report. 
PlanH grant

Council directed staff to apply for 
a $5,000 BC Healthy Communities 
PlanH grant for new sporting 
equipment, existing equipment 
upgrades, and new and existing 
sports programs at the Nakusp and 
District Sports Complex. 
UBCM meeting requests

Council settled on a list of 
topics for meeting requests with 
six ministries and BC Hydro at 
this September’s Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM) conference, 
as follows: Ministry of Citizen 
Services, to discuss Shelter Bay ferry 
landing connectivity and safety, and 
using the empty forestry lands at 
503 1st Street for housing; Ministry 
of Health, about security at the 
hospital, allowing locally trained 
hospital staff to travel with patients 
in the ambulance, and supporting 
a grant application to expand the 
airport runway for hospital and 

emergency care; Ministry of 
Housing, regarding the Rental 
Protection Fund, and changes to the 
Residential Tenancy Act; Ministry of 
Jobs, Economic Development and 
Innovation, to encourage continued 
support for economic development 
capacity and resiliency; Ministry 
of Mental Health and Addictions, 
to improve access to mental health 
resources in rural communities; and 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, to talk about Galena/
Shelter Bay ferry reliability and ask 
for support for local contractors to 
maintain right of ways and improve 
active transportation options; BC 
Hydro to ask for more public 
engagement sessions about Arrow 
Lakes Reservoir levels, to promote 
positive relationships with the 
community.

Staff will conduct research to 
refine the wording of the requests, 
then bring them back to council 
before submitting to UBCM. BC 
Hydro requests were due by June 
28, and ministry requests are due by 
August 21. The Village may or may 
not be granted every meeting request.
Zoning amendment 

Council gave three readings and 
adopted amendments to the Village’s 
zoning bylaw. With the amendments, 
every residential zone is now allowed 
a secondary dwelling unit – attached 
or detached.

The amendments are in response 
to new provincial legislation aimed 
at tackling the housing crisis in BC, 
in particular Bill 44. Most of the 
legislative updates do not affect 
smaller local governments like 

Nakusp, said CAO Wayne Robinson, 
but Bill 44 does.

Accessory dwelling units were 
already allowed in most residential 
zones, except in the LD-1 Lakeshore 
Development Zone. Though LD-1 
already allowed multi-family units, 
amending the bylaw to include 
duplexes and accessory dwellings 
keeps it in line with the legislation. 
Annual report

Council approved the Village’s 
2023 Annual Report.

The report is a requirement 
of the BC Community Charter. It 
summarizes the Village’s progress 
on its 2023 initiatives and states its 
goals for the coming year. It also 
includes the audited annual financial 
statements. 

In 2023, council developed new 
strategic priorities: enhance and 
leverage the Village’s natural assets; 
good governance and corporate 
excellence; organizational resiliency; 
and livability and community 
building. 

Projects completed include, but 
are not limited to: a new zoning 
bylaw, a new website, hot springs 
upgrades, tying in potable Well 3 
to the water distribution network, 
and hiring new staff members 
(Director of Operations and a 
FireSmart/Emergency Management 
coordinator).

A few projects got underway in 
2023, and will be continued this year: 
phase two of the Rotary playground, 
developing a 20-year airport master 
plan, and working to turn the 
Recreation Centre auditorium into 
an emergency reception centre. 

Finance report
Director of Finance Mark Tennan 

submitted the quarterly Finance 
Department Report.

The report summarizes expenses 
and revenue to date, to keep council 
up to date on the budget throughout 
the year.

The 2024 tax levy totaled 
$3,084,200. Taxes are due July 2.

Total water fees this year are 
$635,900 – $509,700 has been 
collected. Residents receive a 5% 
discount if they paid their bills in full by 
the last business day in March; $23,800 
has been given in discounts. $102,400 
in water fees are still outstanding.

Total sewer fees are $587,400 
– $448,200 has been collected, 
$21,900 has been given in discounts, 
and $117,300 in sewer fees are still 
outstanding.

The deadline for water and sewer 
payments is August 31.

Tennant provided the budget 
update as of May 31. He noted that 
permit and licence revenues are higher 
than anticipated from an increase in 
business licences, mostly from short-
term rentals. 
Rural community 
immigration pilot

Council agreed to provide a letter 
in support of Community Futures 
Central Kootenay’s application to 
deliver the second phase of the rural 
community immigration pilot program 
in the West Kootenay-Boundary 
region. CFCK delivered the first phase, 
between June 2020 and December 
2023, and filled 531 jobs – 399 in 
the West Kootenay, and 132 in the 
Kootenay Boundary. 

submitted
This spring, one female and four 

male caribou calves were born in the 
Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity 
Pen near Nakusp. 

The caribou calving period 
typically spans from mid-May to 
mid-June. This year, calves were 
born between May 24 and June 
13. The calves will remain in the 
maternity pen until they are released 
with the herd in mid-July. 

Six of the nine adult females were 
diagnosed as pregnant at the time of 
capture, including a two-year-old 
cow. However, one cow aborted its 
pregnancy in mid-May. The stillborn 
was female and weighed only two 
kilograms. Veterinary staff tended to 
the cow and she is now doing well. 
This is the first instance of abortion 
at the pen, and veterinarians are 
investigating the possible causes. 

Birth weights of the other calves 
ranged from 5.5 to 11 kilograms. 
Caribou calves have so far averaged 
nine kilograms at birth. 

The male calf born to the two-
year-old cow was small at birth but 
healthy. However, during his first 
night, the veterinary team intervened 
when it became apparent that he was 
becoming weak and cold. His mother 
was having difficulty nursing due to 
inexperience and udder discomfort, 
and the weather was cool and wet. 
The calf was warmed, fed and treated 

Five calves born at caribou maternity pen near Nakusp
overnight, and was reunited with his 
mother at dawn. Both cow and calf 
are doing well. 

The female calf born in the pen 
suffered a hind foot injury early 
on. Calves are incredibly resilient, 
and over approximately one week, 
the calf healed and is now walking 
normally. 

Caribou will be released from 
the pen to their mountain habitat in 
mid-July, once the youngest calf is 
at least six weeks old. The caribou 
may be released sooner if the weather 
forecast predicts high temperatures 
that could subject the animals to 
heat stress. 

Caribou are closely monitored 
by maternity pen shepherds and 
veterinary staff from a specialty-
built observation blind. The 2024 
shepherd team includes two wildlife 

technicians/biologists, two members 
of the Sinixt Confederacy, and 
one member from the Lower 
Similkameen Indian Band. Dr. 
Amélie Mathieu oversees animal 
health through the penning season, 
along with Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium veterinary technician Dan 
Wallon during the calving season. 

Access to the Kuskanax Forest 
Service Road is controlled at 600 
metres up from Hot Springs Road. 
Access is currently prohibited to limit 
undue stress to the caribou during the 
critical calving and neonatal periods. 
Outside of these critical times, slow, 
quiet, and respectful access will 
be permitted under the direction of 
ALCS and the BC Caribou Recovery 
Program. Sound management in the 
vicinity of the pen is paramount to 
minimize disturbance to the caribou. 

This male calf was one of four calves born in the caribou maternity pen near Nakusp this 
season. He is pictured here with his mother in the feeding area of the maternity pen.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

COMMUNITY

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-9 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5, take-out and off sales available 
during restaurant hours. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Call 250.353.7717 for reservations or inquiries.
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Local author Caroline Woodward will be launching her new picture book, Have You Ever 

Heard a Whale Exhale?, at Knox Hall on Tuesday, July 2nd, from 2-3 pm. Entry is by 
donation as the event is a fundraiser for our community library. Raven’s Nest will be there 
selling Caroline’s new book as well as many of her other excellent titles. Please join us! 
• We now have beautiful 2025 calendars from local artist Sab Curtis and Nelson-based 
photographer Douglas Noblet • Silver Cedar has replenished our selection of their 
popular – and locally made – products, including jewelry, plushies, cards, and gift sets 
•  And last, but not least, we have more locally-made soaps from Dirty Sisters • Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • Hours: Open Monday to Saturday, 
10:30 am – 5:00 pm • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted
The Silvery Slocan Historical 

Society is presenting Art of the Silvery 
Slocan, a collection of artifacts 
representing creative works from the 
early years of the Slocan Valley. The 
exhibit is hosted by Hidden Garden 
Gallery from July 16 to 21. The works 
showcase how art permeated the lives 
of individuals in the early history of the 
Silvery Slocan.

The opening reception on Tuesday, 
July 16 at 7 pm will feature Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society board member, 
Margaret Scaia, presenting the story of 
her family’s deep roots in the Slocan.

The Slocan Valley is rich in a 
tradition of mining, boating, and railways. 
As prospectors and businesspeople 
began to arrive in the Silvery Slocan, 
villages and communities began to grow. 
Neighbourhoods developed, schools 
were built, clubs and teams formed – the 
basis of social connections.

Following Scaia’s talk, there will 
be a musical performance from local 
favourites Martine denBok and Noel 
Fudge, performing as Freya. Freya will 
play the Kootenay Waltz, composed 
by Slocan Valley residents, as well as 
a number of original pieces based on 
Slocan history, written by Fudge and 
denBok.

The Silvery Slocan Museum is also 
pleased to collaborate with Winlaw 
artist Christopher Lucas. Lucas has been 

Silvery Slocan Historical Society’s ‘Art of the Silvery Slocan’ opening at Hidden Garden Gallery
painting and recording the heritage of 
the Slocan Valley for many years. His 
original piece, depicting the Bank of 
Montreal and the Apple Tree buildings, 
will be displayed as part of the exhibit 
and will be available for purchase. Lucas 
has graciously offered to donate 50% 
of sale proceeds to the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society.

Other programming will include 
two en plein air workshops, led by local 
artist Leanne Fulton and others, which 
will focus on sketching the historic 
buildings in New Denver’s downtown 
core, and downtown beach lake scenes. 
The two workshops will be held Friday, 
July 19 at 3 pm and Saturday, July 20 at 
11 am. Participants are asked to bring 
their own supplies.

For more information and details 
about the workshops, visit Hidden 

Garden Gallery’s website, www.
hiddengardengallery.ca, or its Facebook 

page.
Art of the Silvery Slocan will be 

on display daily from 10 am to 3 pm at 
Hidden Garden Gallery.

This scene of New Denver, painted in the 1890s, is part of a new exhibition at the Hidden Garden Gallery.

submitted
The weekly summer exhibits 

continue to sizzle at New Denver’s 
Hidden Garden Gallery. You still have a 
few more days to catch Daniel Hellyer’s 
showing of bicycle culture through 
the ages. He encourages you to be 
continually curious as every day of 
the exhibit has a new theme, which 
Daniel will explain daily at noon. 
And don’t miss his final presentation 
during the reception on July 13 from 7 
to 9 pm, accompanied by the soothing 

What’s on at the Hidden Garden Gallery in New Denver
sounds of Miranda Hughes and Rachelle 
Champagne.

From July 16 to 21, the Hidden 
Garden Gallery is proudly collaborating 
with the Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society to showcase ‘Art of the Silvery 
Slocan.’ The exhibit will be a collection 
of creative artifacts which represent the 
historical chapters of the Slocan Valley 
and how art permeated the lives of those 
who lived here. The more recent work of 
Winlaw artist, Christopher Lucas, will 
also be among the exhibit showcasing 

some of our local built heritage assets. 
An opening reception will be held July 
16 from 7 to 9 pm and will include both 
historical story sharing by Margaret 
Scaia and local compositions written 
and performed by Martine denBok and 
Noel Fudge. Plein air workshops led by 
Leanne Fulton will also be offered on 
July 19 at 3 pm and July 20 at 11 am, 
which will focus on sketching scenes 
near the gallery.

Susan Faye will be exhibiting 
a photographic journey July 23-28. 

‘Exposure’ will aspire to catch some of 
the fleeting moments that pass us by and 
turn a fresh eye on everyday scenes that 
might otherwise go unnoticed. Susan 
is a long-time West Kootenay resident 
and extends her deep respect and love 
for nature through her subject matter. A 
reception for Susan’s exhibit will be held 
on July 26 from 7 to 9 pm with music by 
Paul ‘Garbanzo’ Gibbons.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
located at 112 Slocan Ave. It’s open 10 
am-3 pm, Tuesday to Sunday. 
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submitted
JV Humphries School grade 12 

graduate Madyson Isaak has been 
awarded a 2024 Cmolik Undergraduate 
Scholarship that will pay the entire 
cost of her tuition and books while 
she pursues an undergraduate degree 
in Psychology at Thompson Rivers 
University this fall. 

The Cmolik Foundation, based in 
Surrey, BC, rewards up to 20 students 
graduating from BC high schools 
each year for persevering with their 
education in the face of adversity 
and responding with positivity and 
tenacity to achieve their academic and 
social goals. This year, Madyson from 
Kaslo and Sadie Wright from Nakusp 
were chosen for the undergraduate 

JV Humphries student Madyson Isaak awarded prestigious Cmolik scholarship
scholarship, which provides students 
with $45,000 over a maximum of 
five years.

“I didn’t think I would be able 
to get this [scholarship], but Ms. 
Terlingen said ‘Oh, you should apply 
for it,’ so I applied,” said Madyson, 
who was recommended by School 
Counsellor Meleana Terlingen, and 
nominated for the award by Principal 
Ron Sherman.

“I can’t think of a more deserving 
student  than Madyson.  She’s 
academically curious and a hard 
worker, she supports her classmates 
and other students in our K-12 school 
and she has faced the many challenges 
in her life with determination and grit. 
She is someone who embodies the 

characteristics of a Cmolik Foundation 
Scholarship candidate and I knew she 
had to apply,” said Terlingen.  

With her nomination confirmed, 
Madyson completed the scholarship 
application and made it through to the 
final step, an in-depth interview with 
the selection committee. When only 
a day after her interview the Cmolik 
Foundation contacted Madyson to 
say that she would be awarded a 
scholarship, she was overwhelmed.

“I was in shock. I was like, I 
don’t know how to respond. It was 
incredible.” 

It wasn’t until Madyson was with 
her family at a special dinner held for 
current and past scholarship recipients 
and their families at the River Rock 
Casino Resort in Richmond this 
spring that she was fully convinced 
it was real. 

“The dinner was very fancy and 
was very like the Oscars, and we 
were all seated around tables, and they 

brought in past recipients who have 
graduated from university who got the 
scholarship and all the new students, 
and we all had badges so you could get 
to know other people.” 

In accepting a Cmolik Foundation 
Scholarship, Madyson has agreed 
to complete her post-secondary 
degree within five years, and joined a 
community of recipients who pledge 
during their lifetime to fund another 
deserving, non-related student who 
has been nominated by their school 
principal for the award. In this ongoing 
cycle of support and mentorship, the 
Cmolik Foundation makes advanced 
education attainable for more students 
across BC who may not have seen a 
clear path to post-secondary education 
due to financial or other hardships.

“It’s great to see how excited 
Madyson has been during the first 
steps of becoming part of the Cmolik 
Foundation’s scholarship family when 
she attended the banquet and met 

the other recipients and university 
graduates. I’m really excited for 
her, and I know she’s going to have 
a promising future in her university 
studies and beyond,” said Principal 
Ron Sherman.

After Madyson graduates from 
university in Kamloops, she intends to 
pursue a career as a therapist or school 
counsellor. 

Madyson Isaak has been awarded a 2024 
Cmolik Undergraduate Scholarship.

by Art Joyce
The Slocan Lake Arts Council 

(SLAC)  has  launched  a  new 
collaboration with the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC), 
‘Nikkei Art Excursions,’ with three 
exciting workshops in dance and 
painting. SLAC Programming Director 
Petra Hekkenberg says this will be the 
first of many future collaborations with 
community groups. 

Events kick off July 20 with a 
Dance Exploration Workshop led by 
Rachel Harris from 9:30 am to 1 pm. 
Harris is a contemporary dancer and 
dance instructor based in Montreal. 
She has collaborated with over 30 
choreographers in a career that has 
spanned 30 years and has taken her 
around the globe. 

Harris has deep family roots in 
New Denver. The Harris Ranch hosted 
Japanese Canadians during the Second 
World War internment, mostly elderly 
men who were given free reign to 
cultivate gardens on the family’s 
property, as documented in the Slocan 
History Series booklet, Mist and Green 
Leaves. The dance workshop will be 
held at the ranch, where Harris will 
explore how this history affects how 
we resonate with the place and how 
our bodies can be in dialogue with the 
world around us. The workshop will 
begin at the old ranch house, the historic 
Harris family home and will continue 
across the fields to where the Japanese 
camp was located. Participants will 
explore how the body can be a tool 
for listening to what the land has to 
tell. Together, they will make a danced 
homage to this place, to its past, present 
and future. Musician Paul ‘Garbanzo’ 
Gibbons will accompany the workshop 
with bamboo flutes and percussion. 

For those interested in developing 
their art skills, renowned local artist 
Tsuneko Kokubo, known fondly as 
Koko, will lead a Sumi workshop at the 
NIMC Saturday, August 3 from 9:30 
am to 1 pm. Koko studied Fine Arts 
for four years at the Vancouver School 
of Art (now Emily Carr University), 
focusing on drawing and painting, and 
has also been a professional dancer and 
costume designer. Her paintings are 

Slocan Lake Arts Council collaborates with Nikkei Centre
held in private collections in Canada, 
Europe, Japan, Mexico and the USA. 

Sumi is a simple yet elegant art 
form handed down to Japan from 
China. Its subtle approach, like 
Japanese calligraphy or kanji, uses a 
minimal amount of brushstrokes to 
create ink paintings that stimulate the 
imagination. 

After a 45-minute tour through 
the NIMC, participants will join Koko 
in the NIMC’s Centennial Hall for 
instruction in pen and brush techniques, 
but are also welcome to paint outside, 
weather permitting. 

Third in the ‘Nikkei Art Excursions’ 
series is the ‘Painting as Meditation’ 
workshop taught by Donna Hicks, 
Saturday, August 31 from 9:30 am to 
1 pm. Hicks has taught watercolours 
for 30 years and also teaches middle 

school grades at Lucerne School in 
New Denver. In this watercolour 
art excursion, participants will first 
spend time in the Nikkei Centre, 
wandering the paths through the 
gardens, honouring both the memory 
of the internment and the resilience 
of the Japanese Canadian community. 

“We will experience this special 
garden and the Japanese way of calming 
the mind and connecting to spirit 
through the thoughtful composition 
of natural elements,” explains Hicks. 

From there, the workshop will 
move to the Kohan Reflection Garden 
to further explore how this meditative 
setting inspires the creation of art. 

For more information and to register 
for any of the three workshops, visit 
https://www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca/
events/upcoming/nikkei-art-excursions 

submitted
The Vallican Whole is hosting 

some wonderful community events 
this summer. This Saturday, July 13, 
Gabriel Palatchi, an accomplished 
pianist and composer from Buenos Aires, 
will be performing. With his unique 
blend of Latin jazz, funk, tango, and 
Middle Eastern influences, Palatchi has 
mesmerized audiences around the globe 
with his exhilarating performances. 
Recognized as a rising star by Billboard 
Magazine, he has earned international 
acclaim, including a gold medal from 
the Global Music Awards for his album 
‘Trivolution.’ Don’t miss your chance to 
experience the magic of Gabriel Palatchi 
live, as he brings his world-class talent to 
the Vallican Whole. Get ready to groove 
and move—it’s not just a concert, it’s 
a potential dance party extravaganza! 
Doors open at 7 pm, music starts at 7:30, 
tickets are $25.

On Saturday July 20, there will be a 
FireSmart Community Day – a chance 
for community members to volunteer to 
do some work around the Vallican Whole 
grounds while meeting Bree Lillies, 
local Wildfire Mitigation Specialist. 
There may also be an appearance by 
the Passmore Fire Department, and 
opportunities to learn about RARTS’ 
recent Resiliency Centre project, funded 

Summer happenings at the Vallican Whole
by the Columbia Basin Trust.

Coffee and treats will be served 
starting at 9 am on Saturday, July 20. 
Work continues till midday. Bring your 
work gloves and help maintain RARTS’ 
FireSmart Neighbourhood status for 
2024.

On Wednesday, July 31, Clanna 
Morna, a Celtic folk band from Victoria, 
are offering a show at the Whole. Their 
sound is rooted in the traditional Irish, 
Scottish and English music that many 
love, and features carefully crafted 
arrangements, rhythmic spirited energy 
and captivating storytelling. Clanna 
Morna focuses on telling the stories 
of those less fortunate throughout 
history; the rebels, underdogs, women, 
and queer people whose voices were 
silenced. Comprised of an ensemble 
of multi-instrumentalists, their 
collective musicianship and attention 
to detail contribute to a unique audience 
experience, featuring both familiar and 
lesser known folk ballads and tunes.

Doors open at 7 pm with music 
starting at 8. Tickets are $20-$25.

More information and ticket 
reservations available by emailing 
info@vallicanwhole.com. Tickets will 
also be available at the door. Volunteers 
are needed for both shows – if you’d like 
free admission, reach out to help.
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by Jan McMurray
It’s definitely worth a trip to 

Sandon to see the newly renovated 
replica Burns and Atherton buildings 
beside the Sandon Museum.

The buildings now have new 
wooden siding and trim, new fir-
framed windows, new roofs, new 
freight doors in the rear, and a fresh 
coat of paint. The only things left 
to do are to install doors, and some 
landscaping and signage.

“Now that the building exteriors 
are almost complete, we can move 
on to planning the interiors!” said 
Abi Marsh of the Sandon Historical 
Society.

The plan so far for the interiors 
include expanding the museum and 
installing an exhibition dedicated to 
the Japanese Canadian internment 
era.

The project has been underway 
since 2021. Heritage design expert 
Robert Inwood out of Winlaw did 
the design, and Madden Timber 
Construction out of Nakusp did the 
construction work.

“Bob Inwood designed the 
buildings to far exceed the building 
code, and Ryan Butler of Madden 
Timber was project manager and did 
incredible work,” Marsh said.

Using photos of the original 
Burns Meat Market and Atherton 
Dry Goods Store, Inwood created a 
design that remained as historically 
accurate as possible while taking 
into account Sandon’s weather 

The Burns and Atherton buildings beside the Sandon Museum look stunning with their new wooden siding and trim.

Sandon spruced up with beautifully finished replica buildings
conditions.

The society received two 
provincial tourism infrastructure 
grants for the project. Marsh says so 
far, the society has spent $460,000 
to finish up what was started 30 
years ago, when the society received 
funding to build the replica buildings. 
The building shells were constructed, 
and then funding dried up with a 
change in provincial government.

“Ryan got to work with his 
brother on a project that his dad, 
Ken Butler, started 30 years ago, so 
it was a project close to his heart,” 
Marsh said.

submitted
The Valley View Golf Club 

celebrated Canada Day with a new 
welcome sign, designed and created 
by accomplished Winlaw metal 
artist Ted Seattle. Valley View Golf 
Club is fortunate to have him as a 
member and a director on the board 
of the volunteer-run non-profit 
organization.

The new welcome sign will be 
used not only to greet members, 
guests golfers and restaurant patrons, 
but also to feature local businesses 
with some well-placed advertising 
space. If you own a local business, 
and would like to have your ad on 
the new site or are interested in other 
sponsorship opportunities, please 
email info@golfvalleyview.ca for 
more information.

New welcome sign at Valley View golf course
The Valley View Golf Clubhouse 

and Restaurant is now open 9 am 
until 8 pm every day. The restaurant 
has daily specials and features 
Wednesday Wing Night with fresh, 
never frozen, chicken wings. Stop by 

and check out the exciting new menu 
by Chef Jason and his awesome 
crew and enjoy your meal on the 
patio overlooking the beautiful golf 
course.

The Valley View Golf Club will 

be offering mid-season memberships 
starting July 15. There’s still several 
months left of great golfing to be had, 
and the mid-season membership is 
an economical way to enjoy Valley 
View.

The installation crew pose with the new Valley View Golf Club sign.
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joldhamfinehomes.cajoldhamfinehomes.ca
“When You Want It Done Right”“When You Want It Done Right”

New HousesNew Houses
Shops/Garages/ShedsShops/Garages/Sheds
Major renovationsMajor renovations

For all your New Home For all your New Home 
Construction & General Construction & General 

Contracting Contracting 
Needs!Needs!

Contact Jesse Oldham • Joldhamfinehomes.caContact Jesse Oldham • Joldhamfinehomes.ca
(licenced HPO Builder)  (licenced HPO Builder)       
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Constable Nick Alpaugh proudly marched with his son, Brame, in Silverton’s Canada Day parade.
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Perennial favourites the Kootenay Kilties pipe band were featured in Silverton’s Canada Day parade.
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Linda Laktin, Joyce Gill and Margaret Scaia serve up cupcakes at Silverton’s Canada Day celebration.

The lawn mower races are the highlight of Nakusp Canada Day. This year, they were held on a new track in a larger, flatter area of the park, built 
by Chris Haerter and a team of many volunteers.

The Nakusp Falcons’ float in Nakusp’s Canada Day Parade. The parade was one of the biggest ever, organized by Steve Lemke and his helpers.

Carlee and Joseph Hughes of Nakusp East Farms were among the vendors in the park at Nakusp’s Canada Day event.
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CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp

250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the 
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer 
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open 
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, 
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations 
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park – Summit Lake
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and 
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake 
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well 
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites 
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan 
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, 
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver

250-358-2361     
NewDenver.ca     
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water 
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location 
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash 
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton

250-358-2472
silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside 
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside 
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with 
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan

250-355-2266 
campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately 
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, 
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, 
pets on leash and seasonal tourist/information booth. For reservations, please 
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground – Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 
info@lemoncreekcampground.ca 
lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. 
A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. 
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot 
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Valhalla Pines Campground  – Vallican

250-226-7796 
ValhallaPines.com
info@valhallapines.com
4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican
This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded 
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic 
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge, 
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo

250-353-2662
www.kaslo.ca
kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. 
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great 
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, 
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717
1-877-353-7717
Woodburyresort.com
Woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack – Nakusp

250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. 
Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). Choose a homemade 
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! 
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy 
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618 
1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com 
Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0
The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2 
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site 
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and 
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider – Nakusp

250-265-7044 
BurtonCityCider.ca
Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am. 
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on 
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn – New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz 
info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant 
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & off-sales. Open 7 days a week. Break-
fast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ 
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647 
williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink, 
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw

1-888-452-7428 
karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail 
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic. 
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel – Kaslo

kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com • 250-353-7714
Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible 
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar. 
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio 
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting 
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717 
1-877-353-7717 
woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com 
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub – Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous 
Fish & Chips. Wed.-Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 
1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com 
info@nakusp.com
Facebook 
Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, 
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters 
and fresh mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene 
riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful 
Arrow Lake. Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com
www.privatehotsprings.com
bookings@privatehotsprings.com
Facebook: hotsprings escape
Instagram: privathotspringscombc
250-448-6111
Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book 
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with 
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171 
250-229-4212
Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online 
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room, which includes 
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the 
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yaqan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES
Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408
info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. 
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - 
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s 
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro 
Shop at 250-358-2408.
Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
www.golfvalleyview.ca
250-226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate 
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse 
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee 
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.
Kaslo Golf Course – Kaslo
Kaslogolf.org
250-353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com
Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green & 
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day 
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts 
available. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese 
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES
Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre, 
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen 
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. 
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…
Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca 
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. Our community 
gallery showcases a different regional artist every week, June 18-September 1. 
The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, 10 am-3 pm. For a complete list 
of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.ca or check the Valley 
Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.

MUSEUMS
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site – New Denver
250) 358-7288 
nikkeimemorial.ca 
306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment 
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original 
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 
10 am-5 pm.
Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 
sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New 
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs 
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.
S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 
klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, 
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours 
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.
Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek
Museum.lvhs@gmail.com
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek. Visit 
the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the 
Lardeau.’ Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum 
collection immerses you in the rich and colourful past of people and places of 
North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau and Duncan River Valleys. Open weekends 
mid-June to mid-September.

THINGS TO DO
Jennifer Chocolates – Nakusp
jenniferchocolates.com 
250-265-1799
Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop! 
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose 
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we’re just off main 
street, walk north on 4th Ave!
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755
vpo.ca 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-
Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.
Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925
kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures – clothing, 
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard – tours, rentals and 
lessons – mid May to Oct. Think outside…no box required.
KOOTENAY CATAMARAN – Slocan
250-551-8300
skorbotmex@gmail.com
Sailing Lessons: Three-lesson masterclass with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail 
Tour southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks, river 
float tube for three. Capt. Dave. Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, Mexico.

Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information
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Employment Opportunities (2) 
Village of Silverton 

Public Works Foreman and Casual/Part-time Office Assistant Position 

– Public Works Foreman – Current Pay Rate $37 per hour 
Position Summary 
Reporting to the Chief Administrative Officer, the successful applicant will be responsible for the admin-
istrative, supervisory and technical work directing the public works staff. Will also participate in the many 
regular general maintenance duties, including maintaining the playgrounds and parks, road work and 
repairs, equipment and small water system maintenance, garbage pick-up and winter plowing and sanding. 

Regular hours of work are Monday to Thursday, 8 hours a day, with occasional after-hours callouts. There 
is a 6-month probationary period for new employees, after which a full benefits package is available. 
Essential Qualifications 
	 • High School graduate 
	 • Ability to deal with the public in a courteous and effective manner 
	 • Ability to work independently, as well as be a team player 
	 • Excellent communication skills 
	 • Good physical condition to permit the performance of manual outdoor work in all types of weather 
	 • Knowledge and skills in the operation and maintenance of equipment, construction tools, and 
	   water supply and distribution systems 
	 • Knowledge of Worksafe B.C. safety regulations 
	 • Valid B.C. Class 5 Driver’s License 
Preferred Qualifications 
	 • Small Water System Operator Certification 
	 • Level 1 First Aid 

Position 
– Office Assistant – Casual/Part-time – Current Pay Range $22 - $27 per hour 

Position Summary 
This position is responsible to perform a variety of duties, including customer and telephone reception, 
financial data entry, posting notices, filing, preparing correspondence and executive support to the Ad-
ministrative Assistant and Chief Administrative Officer.

This is a casual/part-time position, that could require up to 30 hours per week, Tuesdays through Thursdays 
during busy times of the year or for staff coverage. A 6-month probationary period applies. 

Essential Qualifications 
	 • High School graduate 
	 • Experience in administrative/financial position 
	 • Excellent problem-solving skills 
	 • Ability to multi-task with attention to detail 
	 • Excellent communication skills 
Preferred Qualifications 
	 • Post-secondary education 
	 • Experience working with municipal software and knowledge of a municipal environment is preferred 

Submit resume and cover letter to Interim CAO at 421 Lake Avenue, Silverton BC, V0G 1S0 or by email 
to info@silverton.ca by 3:00 p.m. Thursday, July 18, 2024. 

by Jan McMurray
Elsie Lemke is the Village 

of Silverton’s interim CAO and 
Corporate Officer. She started the job 
June 4, shortly after CAO Viv Thoss 
took an extended leave of absence, 
and has agreed to stay until the end of 
August. The length of Thoss’s leave 
of absence is unknown.

Lemke has 30 years of experience 
as CAO and 35 years in total in local 
government administration. She 
retired in 2019 but occasionally 
accepts interim CAO positions in 
small communities.

“I have always enjoyed working 
in small communities,” she said in 
an interview.

Lemke was CAO of Peachland 
for 13 years before she retired, and 
CAO of Osoyoos for 10 years prior 
to that. She started her career in local 
government in Alberta, and worked 
in three different small communities 

Elsie Lemke is Silverton’s interim CAO, until 
the end of August.

Introducing Silverton’s interim Chief Administrative Officer
in that province before moving to 
BC. Recently, she has taken interim 
positions on Haida Gwaii and in 
Prince Rupert/Port Edward.

“Having Elsie come to Silverton 
has been a huge benefit to council, 
staff, and residents and has taken 
a huge amount of pressure off my 
shoulders,” said Mayor Tanya 
Gordon. “I learned a lot about the 
operations side of the Village but 
am glad to turn that back over to the 
more experienced people. Wearing 
all those hats gave me better insight 
into the Village and its operations 
and it will help council moving 
forward. Elsie is very experienced 
and we welcome her experience and 
appreciate all the help and direction 
she is able to give us during her time 
here.”

Lemke says the Silverton 
position appealed to her because 
Silverton is such a beautiful place. 

“I am an avid hiker and backpacker, 
so plan to do some of that in Valhalla 
Park while I am here,” she said.

Lemke lives in Summerland, 
and is staying in Silverton’s recently 
completed campground host cabin.

The job, she says, is “a steep 
learning curve, as every community 
does things a bit differently.” Also, 
stepping in to the role at tax time 
made it “extra challenging.”

“With the support and assistance 
of capable staff, engaged council 
and an encouraging community, 
I’m hoping to make a difference 
here, as Silverton deals with similar 
challenges so many small and remote 
communities are dealing with in 
today’s world.”

Lemke agrees that recruiting 
and retaining qualified staff is one of 
those challenges. Silverton now has 
an administrative assistant, a Chief 
Financial Officer on contract, and 

one public works staff on contract 
until the end of July. She said the 
Village expects to be filling the 
public works labourer position this 
week, and is looking for a public 
works foreman as well as a casual 
part-time office assistant to fill in 
when needed. 

Mayor Gordon added that the 
Village of Nakusp couldn’t continue 
to do water testing in Silverton 
past the beginning of June, so New 
Denver has stepped in to do that 
until the Village of Silverton has an 
employee who is certified as a water 
operator. 

Gordon also reported that 
Silverton’s employment positions 
are not unionized and Silverton is not 
currently in any union negotiations.

Lemke said she would be 
providing an update on Silverton’s 
priorities at the July 10 council 
meeting. The priorities were 

determined with the assistance of 
Municipal Advisor Allison Habkirk 
last fall, and have been revised and 
updated since by council.

by Art Joyce
Starting with the Nikkei 

Internment Memorial Centre’s 
30th anniversary, it’s an exciting 

Ikebana floral art workshop comes to New Denver
year for local Japanese Canadian 
culture. Hollis Ho will visit New 
Denver July 27 to teach Ikebana, 
the traditional Japanese art of 

flower arranging. The New Denver 
Ikebana project will feature an 
exhibition, demonstration, and a 
hands-on workshop all day, from 10 

am to 5 pm at Bosun Hall. Ikebana 
is an ancient Japanese art form that 
dates back over 500 years, making 
use of traditional as well as modern 
materials. The displays will be open 
to the public free of admission, but 
those wishing to take the workshop 
must pre-register and are asked 
for a nominal $20 fee to cover 
materials. 

“ I t ’s  a  way  for  people 
who practice it to be peaceful, 
thoughtful,” says Ho. “For 
the people who view it, it’s an 
expression of feeling through 
natural material. You can take a 
tiny branch from nature and give 
it a new life.” 

Displays open to the public 
at 10 am, with a live Ikebana 
demonstration by Ho from 1 to 1:45 
pm and an interactive workshop led 
by Ikebana instructors from 3 to 
4:30 pm. You can take your creation 
home in an Ikebana container 
handcrafted for this event. The 
project is a three-stage affair for 
the Ikebana team. On July 24, Ho’s 
group will travel from Vancouver 
to Nakusp to begin preparations, 
foraging for local materials there the 
next day, with practice runs on the 
26th, plus preparation of workshop 
materials and setting up Bosun 
Hall for the day-long event on the 
27th. Third- and fourth-generation 
Japanese Canadian team members 
will display heirloom objects, 
photos and stories associated with 
their families who were interned in 
New Denver and surrounding areas. 

“We love landscapers and 
gardeners who are pruning because 
we can take that material and 
give it a new life. We use a lot of 
unconventional materials as well, 
not just natural, but metals and 
plastics, but all based on Buddhist 
principles. The Samurai before 
they went into battle did Ikebana 
to calm themselves. Traditionally 
it started with the monks, then the 
samurai, then continued with the 
Meiji restoration in 1868, when 
Japan opened its doors to the west.”

Ho was born in Nakusp and 

grew up there. She now lives in 
Vancouver but still loves it here. 
And with the Slocan Valley being 
home to so many artists, she felt 
the workshop would be a natural 
outreach for them. She chose New 
Denver to share Ikebana because 
it was the hub village of several 
internment camps during the war, 
and she wanted to give back to the 
communities where she grew up. 
Her Japanese Canadian mother, 
grandparents, aunts, and uncles 
were interned in New Denver, 
Slocan, Rosebery, and Lemon 
Creek during World War II. Ho’s 
father was English but Japanese 
culture was very important to her, 
growing up with so many Japanese 
Canadian relatives. When she 
moved to Vancouver, she wanted 
to study and master a traditional 
Japanese art form, but wasn’t 
interested in martial arts or tea 
ceremonies, so she chose Ikebana. 
After 34 years of study, practice 
and teaching with the Vancouver 
Ikebana Association, Ho is now 
considered an Ikebana sensei 
(master). There are five schools 
operating under the banner of the 
association.  

“My mother never practiced 
Ikebana, but I knew about it, so I 
started taking lessons in 1990 and 
just worked my way up over the 
years. Everything is based on the 
principles of heaven, earth and 
humanity being in balance and 
harmony, that all schools of Ikebana 
adhere to.”

The workshop has sold out 
except for five spaces that will be 
kept open for people who would 
like to register the day of the 
workshop.  

The project has received 
fund ing  suppor t  f rom the 
Community Fund of the Japanese 
Canadian Legacies Society (JCLS), 
Vancouver Ikebana Association and 
the Sogetsu Vancouver Branch, and 
the Consulate General of Japan in 
Vancouver. For more information 
visit: www.sogetsuvancouver.com 
or www.vancouver-ikebana.ca.   
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Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
• RENOVATIONS

• LIGHTING UPGRADES
• SERVICE UPGRADES

• SOLAR INSTALLATION
• OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

PETS

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

CHURCH SERVICES

NOTICES
WANTED

SERVICES

PERSONALS

EDUCATION

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
NATHALIE’S PRODUCE will be in New 
Denver 9 am-1 pm, Fridays.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am 
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a 
market is in the heart of the village under 
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer 
a bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us 
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates - 

Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET - We 
have local farmers and artisans, live music, 
kids’ zone, and great food. Expo Park, 
Village of Slocan. Every Saturday in June, 
July, and August. 10 am-2 pm. New vendors 
welcome. Call Christina 250 355 2635.
ANNUAL YARD SALE for the Pavilion 
gardens July 19, 10 am-3 pm & July 20, 10 
am-1 pm at the Bosun Hall, New Denver. 
Household goods, furniture, sports, antiques 
& collectables, bottle collection, books 
and more.
KASLO AND AREA EDIBLE 
GARDEN TOUR. It’s back! July 14, 
10 am-3 pm. 10 gardens to tour! 2 
educational workshops! Art on display 
and live music! Tickets: minimum $10 
donation per adult. Kids free. More info 
at www.kaslo.services

NEW DENVER’S HIDDEN GARDEN 
GALLERY invites you to experience 
artistic diversity. Daniel Hellyer’s bicycle 
exhibit ends July 14. A historical exhibit 
by Silvery Slocan Historical Society runs 
July 16-21. Susan Faye’s photography 
will show July 23-28. The Hidden Garden 
Gallery is located at 112 Slocan Ave. The 
gallery is open 10 am - 3 pm, Tuesday 
to Sunday. For more information, visit 
hiddengardengallery.ca

KOOTENAY CATAMARAN SAILING 
LESSONS: Three-lesson masterclass 
with Certified Instructor. Tours: Sail Tour 
southern Slocan Lake (adult & child $99). 
Rentals: Catamaran, kayaks ($30-50), river 
float tube for three. Capt. Dave: 250-551-
8300; skrobotmex@gmail.com; Facebook. 
Lessons/Tours every Nov-April, Yucatan, 
Mexico.
HAND DRUMMERS:  ‘Guide for 
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’ 
music manual at Ravens Nest, New Denver; 
Otter Books & Eddy Music, Nelson; 
featuring Kootenay and West African 
musicians; info Stephen Lones 250-352-
2772.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 

SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged 
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x 
4’s, 6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18” 
wide with live edges. 1½” thick. Ideal for 
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc. 
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796. 
Leave message with details. Hills.
NEW 30” X 30” WHITE MAAX 
SHOWER STALL - Single piece, amenity 
shelves, reversible door, $300. Phone 250-
358-7200.

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
full-time and casual home care in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
PA RT T I M E  C A S U A L C A R E 
WORKER wanted for disabled man 
living in Nelson, BC. Live-in-care 12- or 24-
hour shifts. Contact Jonathan White Client 
Support Group Society at bab_360_white@
hotmail.com
DO YOU WANT TO WRITE for the 
Valley Voice? We want to connect with you! 
We’d like to hear from seasoned writers, 
inexperienced writers, older people, young 
people and everyone in between. If you’ve 
ever thought writing for the VV would be 
fun, please send an email to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
Gina, 640-340-2186.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go 
directly to your local emergency room for 
confidential care.

MID ’50s ATTACHED MAN looking to 
build connections for friendship and more. 
Please contact ootshouse@gmail.com

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 10+ 
years experience. Cars, trucks, boats. Full 
interior and exterior. Wash, wax, vacuum 
and conditioning. 778-774-8665.
LINDSTEIN LAWN CARE: Serving 
New Denver area. Lawn mowing, string 
trimming, pruning, branch removal, small 
tree removal. Call 250-777-2617.
ELITE CLEANERS – BEST cleaner in 
the Koots. Call or Text 250-551-2838 or 

visit our website: Elite-cleaners-online.com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Busy start to 
summer for 
emergencies
by Jan McMurray

Local emergency responders have 
been very busy responding to motor 
vehicle accidents in these early days of 
summer.

“Since July 5, Nakusp and Slocan 
Lake RCMP detachments have 
responded to seven motor vehicle 
incidents which have sent five people 
to hospital and killed four,” reports 
Constable Shaun Kennedy of the Slocan 
Lake detachment in New Denver. 
“This has obviously put a strain on first 
responder resources. Thankfully, our 
members have been supported by our 
local volunteer fire departments and BC 
Ambulance stations, who have been 
absolute professionals.”

Between New Denver and Silverton, 
there was an accident on July 6 and 
another on July 7, Kennedy reported. The 
July 6 collision involved a motorcycle 
and pickup truck, and occurred about 3 
pm. The motorcyclist luckily sustained 
only minor injuries. Initial investigation 
points to a mechanical malfunction 
which caused the collision.

The July 7 incident was a single 
vehicle collision involving a motorcycle. 
The motorcyclist sustained minor 
injuries.

See page 3 for a report on the fatal 
collision that killed four people on July 
5 in Hills.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Spring Hours:
Mon. – Sat.

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Main Street, 
New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

by Art Joyce
The Valhalla Fine Arts Society 

(VFAS), now boasting a 25-year-plus 
history, has revamped its program to 
offer some exciting new options. Literally 
thousands of students of the school over 
the years have received important training 
in their musical or artistic development. 

This year, the String Valhalla Institute, 
traditionally designed for students trained 
in the Suzuki method, will be inclusive 
of all young string players whether they 
have learned through the Suzuki method 
or not. Offered the week of August 4-9, 
the program will combine rich music 
instruction with a local component: two 
afternoons will be dedicated to exploring 
Snk’mip Marsh and the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre. Organizers hope to 
connect the program’s participants more 
deeply with the community rather than 
keeping them exclusively in the studio. 

The SVI program will also include 

Valhalla Fine Arts announces exciting changes to summer programming
‘New to Strings’ this year for 3- to 8-year-
olds, giving participants a chance to 
explore a string instrument new to them, 
with a view toward continuing lessons with 
violin instructor Martine denBok or cello 
teacher Heather Huether. Guitar will be 
taught by Noel Fudge, whose versatility 
and training embraces all forms of music. 
The new direction of the program is led 
by Danika Hammond, a strong Suzuki 
supporter and an alumni of the long-
standing Suzuki program led by Miranda 
Hughes and her mother, Daphne Hughes. 

VFAS always has a strong children’s 
component to its summer programming. 
‘Music Explorers’ for preschoolers 
continues as part of SVI, August 4-9. 
The week of July 2, a four-day intensive 
dance camp for 5- to 18-year-olds was 
held with Slava Doval and Raya Kipkie. 
Thirty-three youths came and participated 
in a wide variety of dance styles, and got 
a great exercise workout into the bargain. 

Parents came for an open house on the last 
day and were extremely impressed by the 
skills their children had learned in such a 
short time.

Attendance numbers have gradually 
been improving since the period of 
pandemic restrictions. “While the pandemic 
certainly affected all our programs, 
responding to local and regional needs 
and strengths has always been something 
Valhalla Fine Arts has done,” says VFAS 
board president Katrina Sumrall. “Some 
of our summer programs have rebounded 
largely as they were before the pandemic 
but others are being reinvented as a result 
of faculty attrition and evolving community 
needs. Overall, our enrolment numbers 
aren’t quite back to pre-COVID levels but 
they are increasing every year.”

VFAS has always been able to draw 
upon world-class instructors, varying the 
summer faculty from year to year. Among 
the new additions this year are Adult 

String Orchestra instructors Christine 
Bootland and Gabe Kostelic of Lethbridge, 
Alberta. Katarzyna Sadej, a talented 
mezzo-soprano residing in Nakusp, will 
be offering voice classes, lessons and an 
exciting ‘vocal yoga’ class. Returning 
instructors John Kadz and Johanne Perron 
will host the Cello Symposium at their 
home in Hills, 18 kilometres north of New 
Denver, August 4-10. The demands of the 
program require at least three hours a day of 
practice. Information on the many talented 
instructors is posted on the VFAS website.

The Valhalla Summer School of Music 
takes place August 12-16. The VSSM 
program will again feature the three-hour 
morning core class (9 am-12 pm) and 
a range of optional afternoon classes: 
chamber music, orchestral excerpt class, 
composition class, piano collaborative 
artist coaching, private lessons with faculty 
members, an instrument care and repair 
class with luthier Ross Hill, and a vocal 

yoga class by Katarzyna Sadej. New this 
year is an afternoon vocal studies core class. 
This vocal resonance class is suitable for 
adults and older teens (14-plus) who want 
to learn more about how their voice works, 
and how to project with confidence in both 
singing and speaking. 

The String Orchestra for Adults 
Retreat is offered to string musicians in 
the beginner to intermediate level, taught 
by Bootland and Kostelic. SOAR activities 
take place in both Silverton and New 
Denver August 11-16. While VSSM is a 
camp for children and youth up to college 
age – as well as for adult players of wind 
and keyboard instruments – SOAR serves 
only adult string players. 

The VSSM faculty concert will be 
held Tuesday, August 13, and final concerts 
showcasing student ensembles on Friday, 
August 16. For more information and 
to register visit: https://valhallafinearts.
org/site/ 
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

FREE drop off all 
scrap metals, 

appliances
NO FRIDGES, 

FREEZERS 
Free used antifreeze
Smokey Creek Salvage

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815 

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

RECYCLING

Alpenglow RV Services
RV Repair & Parts 

Red Seal Certified RV Technician
Gas Certified

Mobile Service Available 
Located in Silverton – Serving the West 

Kootenays. 
250-551-8605 

alpenglowrv@hotmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

July 19,
2024

submitted
The Vallican Whole is hosting 

some wonderful community events 
this summer.

This Saturday, July 13, Gabriel 
Palatchi, an accomplished pianist 
and composer from Buenos Aires, 
will be performing. With his unique 
blend of Latin jazz, funk, tango, and 
Middle Eastern influences, Palatchi 
has mesmerized audiences around 
the globe with his exhilarating 
performances. Recognized as a 
rising star by Billboard Magazine, 
he has earned international acclaim, 
including a gold medal from the 
Global Music Awards for his album 
‘Trivolution.’ Don’t miss your chance 
to experience the magic of Gabriel 
Palatchi live, as he brings his world-
class talent to the Vallican Whole. Get 
ready to groove and move—it’s not 

Summer happenings at the Vallican Whole
just a concert, it’s a potential dance 
party extravaganza! Doors open at 
7 pm, music starts at 7:30, tickets 
are $25.

On Saturday July 20, there will 
be a FireSmart Community Day – a 
chance for community members to 
volunteer to do some work around 
the Vallican Whole grounds while 
meeting Bree Lillies, local Wildfire 
Mitigation Specialist. There may also 
be an appearance by the Passmore 
Fire Department, and opportunities 
to learn about RARTS’ recent 
Resiliency Centre project, funded by 
the Columbia Basin Trust.

Coffee and treats will be served 
starting at 9 am on Saturday, July 20. 
Work continues till midday. Bring 
your work gloves and help maintain 
RARTS’ FireSmart Neighbourhood 
status for 2024.

On Wednesday, July 31, Clanna 
Morna, a Celtic folk band from 
Victoria, are offering a show at the 
Whole. Their sound is rooted in the 
traditional Irish, Scottish and English 
music that many love, and features 
carefully crafted arrangements, 
rhythmic spirited energy and 
captivating storytelling. Clanna Morna 
focuses on telling the stories of those 
less fortunate throughout history; the 
rebels, underdogs, women, and queer 
people whose voices were silenced. 
Comprised of an ensemble of multi-
instrumentalists, their collective 
musicianship and attention to detail 
contribute to a unique audience 
experience, featuring both familiar 
and lesser known folk ballads and 
tunes.

Doors open at 7 pm with music 
starting at 8. Tickets are $20-$25.

More information and ticket 
reservations available by emailing 
info@vallicanwhole.com. Tickets will 

also be available at the door. Volunteers 
are needed for both shows – if you’d 
like free admission, reach out to help.

submitted
A head-on collision between an 

SUV and a motorcycle on Slocan 
River Road near Winlaw on June 
25 resulted in the death of a young 
person from Winlaw. The 16-year-
old motorcyclist was pronounced 
deceased at the scene by paramedics. 

The collision is still under 
investigation. The Nelson RCMP 
requests that any witnesses contact 
the RCMP at 250-352-2156 if they 
have not yet spoken to police. 

Nelson RCMP sends sincere 
condolences to the family and friends 
of the young Winlaw resident.

Nelson RCMP responded with 

Winlaw teen dies in collision
the support of BC Ambulance 
Service, Passmore Fire Department, 
Winlaw Fire Department, the 
Ministry of Transportation, and 
Yellowhead Road and Bridge.
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by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

On June 21, residents of Lardeau 
attended a field tour of the Lardeau 
Green Space to learn about past 
wildfire risk reduction work done 
in the area.

F i r e S m a r t  a n d  f o r e s t r y 
professionals guided the tour, and 
Community Resiliency Coordinator 
Colette Gerin and RDCK Area D 
Director Aimee Watson joined in, 
as well.

The Green Space is an area of 
Crown land located to the south of 
Lardeau and to the north of Davis 
Creek Campground. It offers a 
network of trails winding through 
open mixed forest and the riparian 
area of Davis Creek. 

About a decade ago, wildfire risk 
reduction work was done in the Green 
Space – thinning understory and 
removing surface fuel like branches 
and small logs. 

“This was a welcome project to 
Lardeau, as it reduced fuel loading 
within this area, which in turn protects 
the community of Lardeau,” said 
Rob Girard, a board member of the 
Lardeau Fire Prevention Association 
(LFPA). 

The field tour provided an 
opportunity to discuss wildfire 
behaviour and the objectives of 
vegetation management, said Jessie 
Lay, Wildfire Mitigation Specialist 
with the RDCK and FireSmart 
Coordinator for the Village of Kaslo.

“The goal is not to eradicate fire 
altogether but to create a landscape 
conducive to low-intensity ground 
fire,” she said.

The Green Space is an example 
of one such landscape.

“Fears and concerns about the 
Green Space as a high fire risk had 
been circulating in Lardeau, with 
ideas being promoted to transform 
the Green Space into a more 
sanitized park-like environment,” 
said Marlene Johnston, a long-time 
Lardeau resident and tour attendee. 
“The field tour was an important 
opportunity for FireSmart staff 

Community of Lardeau “outstanding example” of wildfire resilience 
and other knowledgeable wildland 
fire forest professionals to listen to 
residents’ concerns, provide a history 
of past treatments, and to explain the 
actual risk compared to the perceived 
risk.”

Mark Elder, a forester with 
Cathro Consulting, explained how 
the Green Space is characterized 
as low risk, thanks to past fuel 
management practices, light fuel 
bed depth, and a large number of 
deciduous trees. 

“Fire can still pass through a low-
threat forest type, particularly in high 
fire weather, though the fire’s intensity 
is expected to be low and therefore 
actionable by wildfire suppression 
crews,” he said. Elder, along with 
John Cathro, created the original 
fuel modification prescription for 
the Green Space, and oversaw the 
project’s implementation.

The Green Space is a success 
story, but wildfire mitigation work on 
Crown and public land is not the only 
way to reduce risk, said Lay. 

A big reason why she organized 
the field tour was to empower the 
community with more knowledge 
about how wildfires can spread, 
and what they can do in their own 
backyard to create fire-resilient 
properties.

“Often when I am doing FireSmart 
home assessments, I encounter 
individuals who are very focused 
on and afraid of the forest fuels far 
away from their homes, sometimes 
not even on their property,” she said. 

But one of the most effective 
ways to reduce the impact of 
wildfires, said Lay, is taking action 
in an area called the ‘home ignition 
zone’ – the area within 30 metres of 
a home or structure. In particular, the 
biggest impact is eliminating fuel 
sources within 1.5 metres.

Lay said embers drifting from 
nearby wildfires are the primary 
cause of structure loss, not the fire 
itself. Keeping debris out of gutters 
and storing firewood away from a 
home are some actions individuals 
can take to keep embers from igniting 

their homes. 
“Emphasizing embers does not 

negate the importance of vegetation 
management beyond the home 
ignition zones and landscape-level 
wildfire risk reduction,” said Lay. 
“However, it provides individuals 
with an opportunity for agency and 
action.”

Many Lardeau community 
members are taking action on their 
properties. Johnston has focused on 
her home ignition zone by reducing 
vegetation, updating her storage 
shed with metal roofing and siding, 
and installing roof sprinklers. Being 
FireSmart about your own home 
prevents embers from igniting and 
spreading to treasured nature areas 

like the Green Space, she said. 
Girard employs the FireSmart 

principles on his property. Through 
LFPA, he also encourages his 
neighbours to do the same. 

“Lardeau Fire Prevention 
Association leads the way in our 
community,” he said. “This is done 
not only by continually providing 
FireSmart educational information, 
but by hosting a community FireSmart 
Day… It truly is a neighbour-helping-
neighbour approach to FireSmart.”

Colette Gerin is taking action 
in a different way by working on 
the Lardeau Valley Neighbourhood 
Emergency Preparedness Plan. The 
plan was developed by community 
members to help residents enhance 

their wildfire resilience, she said. 
“It includes activities designed 

to guide residents in preparing for 
emergencies, mitigating hazards, 
responding during an active 
emergency, and planning to support 
one another in recovery,” she said. 
Gerin is the Lardeau Valley Links 
Community Resilience Coordinator. 

Director Watson also recently had 
a FireSmart assessment of her home, 
and will start taking preventative 
measures.

“The community of Lardeau is 
exceptionally engaged in FireSmart 
programming and is an outstanding 
example of what’s possible when 
neighbours work together to benefit 
their community,” said Lay.

by Jan McMurray
A June 26 cybersecurity incident 

at Federated Cooperatives Ltd. has 
had some impact on the Slocan 
Valley Co-op in Slocan Park. 
Federated Cooperatives Ltd. is the 
co-op’s main wholesale supplier.

“Our cardlock in Castlegar went 
down and then we got notification of 
a ‘system interruption’ – that’s what 
they were calling it at first,” said 
Chris Sapriken, General Manager 
of the Slocan Valley Co-op. “As a 
precautionary measure, they pulled 
the plug on some of their systems. 
The Slocan Valley Co-op has been 
affected in two areas – food delivery 
and, minimally, on our administrative 
side.”

All cardlock systems were back 

Slocan Valley Co-op impacted somewhat by FCL cybersecurity incident
up and running on July 4, but other 
systems are slower to come back 
online.

Food  de l ive ry  has  been 
suspended, Sapriken explained, 
because FCL interrupted the 
communications system in its district 
warehouse, so cannot take or fulfill 
food orders. 

“This only affects items we get 
from FCL – we have other suppliers, 
too,” Sapriken said. “While we wait 
for things to go back to normal, 
we’re looking for local suppliers 
to help us out.” He added that FCL 
is setting up alternative supply and 
shipping through local channels in 
each province, as well.

On the administrative side of 
things, Sapriken says they’ve had to 

come up with some work-arounds. 
“It’s not a significant impact, but 
we’ve had to do some work-arounds 
to make sure our usual methods of 
paying our suppliers were intact, 
and to do our daily reconciliations,” 
he said. “Again, it’s only the things 
that had to be communicated through 
FCL that are interrupted – our 
internal systems, like payroll, are 
not affected.”

FCL has issued notices through 
its social media channels and says 
they have no evidence that consumer 
data was compromised. Third-party 
experts are investigating the incident. 
“If the investigation determines that 
consumer data was compromised, 
we will take appropriate action,” an 
FCL notice says.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

After eight years as principal 
at Nakusp Secondary School, Peter 
Gajda is moving on to different 
pastures.

“It will be tough to leave this 
position,” he said. “I love to be the 
proud principal of this school!”

Gajda will be taking on the role of 
MyEducation BC District Liaison for 
the Ministry of Education and Child 
Care (MECC).

MyEducation BC is the system 
used to manage student information 
in schools, like demographics, 
attendance, reports, and transcripts. 
Gajda will be the conduit between all 
60 school districts and the MECC, 
helping to troubleshoot all things 
MyEducationBC.

NSS principal moves on to job with Ministry of Education
“As a life-long learner, the 

new position provides some new 
challenges for me which I see as a 
growth opportunity to expand the 
skills I already have around the student 
information system,” he said. 

This school year marks the end of 
Gajda’s 32 years working in schools 
as a teacher and principal.

“I will miss the daily interactions 
with students the most,” he said. 

Taking his  place is  Mike 
Hibberson, who is graduating to high 
school principal after seven years at 
Nakusp Elementary School. 

“I started my career working 
in secondary and am excited to be 
working with older students again,” he 
said. “I look forward to reconnecting 
with many of my former students and 
helping them to continue to pursue 

their goals.”
Hibberson will miss the team of 

educators at NES, and all the hugs from 
primary students. 

“Working with elementary-aged 
students is really dynamic and every 
day brings new experiences,” he said. 
“I look forward to the new challenges 
that NSS will bring.”

Brent Cook is the incoming 
principal at NES, moving from the 
principalship at Burton and Edgewood 
Elementary Schools. Katie Oakes, 
NES grade 7 teacher, will take over 
as the new vice-principal at NES. Tim 
Van Brummelen, vice-principal of NES 
for the last two years, was appointed 
the principal of Burton and Edgewood 
Elementary Schools in September. He 
will continue to be the district lead for 
childcare and early learning.

by Jan McMurray
A downed power line on Hwy 6 

between New Denver and Silverton 
on June 25 resulted in a brush fire, 
road closure, and a three-hour power 
outage for more than 300 BC Hydro 
customers.

Mary Anne Coules of BC 
Hydro reports that the damage to 
hydro infrastructure was caused by 
vegetation maintenance activities 
performed by a BC Hydro contractor 
along the power line. A broken 
crossarm had to be replaced, she said.

The New Denver and Area 
Volunteer Fire Department was called 
out at about 2 pm to attend to the 

Downed power line causes brush fire, June 25
brush fire.

“Unfortunately, we were unable 
to perform initial attack on the fire 
until BC Hydro was onsite to confirm 
that the power was no longer live,” 
said Mercedes Casley of the fire 
department. “There was a considerable 
delay, affecting our ability to take 
action on extinguishing the fire.”

The fire grew to 0.25 hectares 
while waiting for BC Hydro, Casley 
said. “We implore BC Hydro, as 
an organization, to review their 
emergency response plans and 
reassess how they can better serve 
rural communities, especially in peak 
forest fire season.”

Casley said that while waiting for 
BC Hydro, the crew took pre-emptive 
measures such as evacuating nearby 
households. “We are fortunate that the 
weather and elements worked in our 
favour and aided in controlling the fire, 
ultimately allowing us to extinguish it 
without loss to properties/homes.”

The fire department thanks the 
vegetation maintenance crew for 
taking initial action to suppress the 
growth of the fire, the BC Hydro 
line crew from Nakusp for working 
efficiently to restore power without 
interfering with firefighting efforts, 
and the BC Wildfire Service for their 
mutual aid service.
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submitted
The Kootenay Yoga Festival, 

an annual celebration of wellness 
and arts in the beautiful Slocan 
Valley, will return for its fourth 
consecutive year. The festival 
runs from September 13 to 15 at 
the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. The Kootenay Yoga 
Festival is more than just a 
gathering; it’s a platform for 
personal growth, community 
connection, and a celebration 
of local talent. Throughout the 
weekend, attendees will have 
the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in a diverse array 
of yoga and movement classes, 
self-development workshops, 
and educational talks and artistic 
performances. From beginner 
yogis to seasoned practitioners, 
there’s something for everyone 
to explore and enjoy. 

One of the festival’s unique 
aspects is its focus on fostering 
connections between surrounding 
communities, artists, and 
wellness practitioners. The goal 
is to inspire people to improve 
their own lives through self-care 
and ancestral healing practices, 
as well as to create a circular 
economy with local businesses, 
practitioners, and facilitators in 
the Kootenays.

Central to the festival’s 
mission is its commitment to 
accessibility and inclusivity. The 
Kootenay Yoga Festival is the 

Kootenay Yoga Festival at the Vallican Whole September 
main project of the Kootenay 
Wellness Foundation, a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to making holistic wellness 
accessible to all members of 
the community. Through free 
resources, low-income services, 
and partnerships with local 

businesses, the foundation 
inspires individuals to prioritize 
their health and well-being. As 
part of fulfilling the foundation’s 
mission, the Kootenay Yoga 
Festival is offering discounted 
festival passes to local community 
members, youth, and elders. 
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

Proud to bring you the 16th season!

Walk - In - Hours: 11 am - 4 pm. Tues. - Sat. * INFO: 250.265.8888
203 FIFTH AVE. NW. • ESSENTIAL STOP IN NAKUSP

JUNE 18 - JULY 6 	 • LINDA CYRENNE 
JULY 9 -  JULY 27 	 • CHARLENE DUNCAN 
JULY 31  -  AUG.17 	 • STEPHANIE GAUVIN 
AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7 	 • MAUREEN HOWARD 
SEPTEMBER 11 - 28 • GRANT WADDELL 

by Zen Wang
The West Kootenay Climate 

Hub held a webinar on June 21 
featuring four speakers on preparing 
for wildfire season.

Jon Jackson from the RDCK 
focused first on personal and 
family emergency preparedness, 
and then went on to speak about 
neighbourhood preparedness. 

“Everyone should know their 
risks, have a kit and have a plan,” 
he said. 

For Neighbourhood Emergency 
Preparedness, he said it is important 
to scout out the hazards, know the 
vulnerabilities and assets, and have a 
plan of action. If the neighbourhood 
is surrounded by forest, then steps 
should be taken to firesmart that 
area before wildfire season. If 
there are seniors without cars in 
the community, they should be 
identified and a ride share should 
be arranged before the emergency 
evacuation order. If people have 
swimming pools and generators 
or pumps, those assets should 

Climate Hub webinar: Preparing for wildfire season
be identified and passed on to 
firefighters so they can be put into 
good use during an event. 

Chris Bullock from the East 
Kootenay Climate Hub presented 
next. He is an engineer who came 
up with an ingenious do-it-yourself 
air filter design to help people 
breathe during smoke season. The 
DIY Corsi-Rosenthal box fan filter 
is easy and affordable to construct, 
and can be more effective than some 
of the commercially available filter 
systems. According to Bullock, 
one unit can filter all the air of a 
1200-square-foot home three to six 
times per hour. The DIY design, 
based on a fan developed by two 
university professors during the 
pandemic for removing airborne 
pathogens, uses one 20” box fan, 
three 20” MERV 13 filters, two 
pieces of cardboard and duct tape. 
Total cost is about $160. Instructions 
on how to build the DIY Corsi-
Rosenthal box fan filter can be 
found at: https://cleanaircrew.org/
box-fan-filters/

Stephan Martineau of SIFCo 
spoke next about the new Slocan 
Valley Resiliency Centre, where the 
community can take refuge in the 
event of natural disasters. The centre 
is equipped to be a safe shelter 
with basic necessities such as food, 
water, warmth, cooling, washrooms, 
communications. Resiliency centres 
promote neighbourly attachments 
and community building. Martineau 
says the model they used to set up 
the Slocan Valley Resiliency Centre 
can be applied to other similar 

communities.
Final speaker Garet Fishlock 

from the RDCK promoted the 
regional FireSmart program. This is a 
voluntary program for homeowners 
who are interested in improving the 
survivability of their homes in case 
of a wildfire. Professional assessors 
will visit the property and provide 
a confidential and comprehensive 
report to the owner. Based on the 
recommendations in the report, 
the homeowner can get rebates 
anywhere from $500 to $5,000. 

Homeowners who choose to do 
the work themselves can charge an 
hourly rate of $32 toward the rebate. 
Neighbourhoods can also participate 
in the FireSmart program. There 
are currently 27 neighbourhood 
committees in the region and they 
receive up to $3,000 per year in 
RDCK grants for their events and 
activities. West Kootenay Climate 
Hub is a local organization striving to 
help residents cope with the adverse 
effects of climate change. More info: 
www.westkootenayclimatehub.ca/

submitted
Sadie  Wright ,  a  Nakusp 

Secondary School graduate, has 
been awarded a $45,000 post-
secondary scholarship with the 
Cmolik Foundation in recognition 
of her achievements in overcoming 
adversity and excelling in her 
studies. The selection committee 
was impressed with her application, 
her academic goals, and her future 
career aspirations. She is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science in foods and 
nutrition.

Te s s a  Wi s e m a n ,  s c h o o l 
counsellor and teacher at Nakusp 
Secondary tells us, “Sadie is one of 
the most incredible young people 
that I have ever had the privilege 
of working with. She is engaging, 
responsible for herself and others, 
attuned to others, kind to the core 
and is a gifted learner.” Wiseman 
adds, “She dives in to learning and is 

NSS grad Sadie Wright has won a $45,000 
scholarship from the Cmolik Foundation.

Nakusp Secondary School student awarded prestigious scholarship
incredibly driven to improve herself 
and her life situation.”

Sadie says she has chosen to 
become a registered dietitian and 
is enrolled at University of Prince 
Edward Island, Bachelor of Science, 
major in foods and nutrition. “My 
mom has always been educating 
me about nutrition and she is my 
inspiration towards this career.” 

The Cmolik Foundation chooses 
up to 20 students per year for the 
$45,000 undergraduate scholarship. 
This year, Sadie from Nakusp and 
Madyson Isaak from Kaslo were 
both selected for the award.

The  Cmol ik  Founda t ion 
believes in the power of education 
to transform a student’s life journey. 
In addition to providing students 
with the funding to realize their 
dreams, the Foundation provides 
students with a mentor, a supportive 
community of scholarship peers and 

alumni, as well as access to ongoing 
special events and professional 
opportunities. Students become part 
of a larger community dedicated to 
their post-secondary success. 

submitted
Studio Connexion Art Gallery 

welcomes Nakusp artist Charlene 
Duncan for her third solo show, 
‘Through Rose Coloured Glasses,’ 
from Tuesday, July 9 until Saturday, 
July 27. The gallery will host an 
opening reception on Friday, July 
12, from 5 to 7 pm.

Duncan said this past year has 
been one of exploration. She’s 
enjoyed branching out with new 
mediums and techniques, and has 
learned a great deal during online 
courses and tutorials from other 

Studio Connexion is showing Nakusp artist Charlene Duncan’s new work July 9-27.

artists, who have been generous with 
their time and knowledge.

One such course was Studio 
Connexion’s in-person workshop last 
year, ‘Mastering Light and Colour,’ 
with master artist David Langevin.

‘Through Rose Coloured 
Glasses’ features the collection 
resulting from this journey. The title 
is a nod to the magentas and reds 
she loves to use as underpainting. 
Charlene has created an impressive 
35 paintings, mostly landscapes, 
which collectors and art lovers alike 
will enjoy.

Nakusp artist Charlene Duncan shows at Studio Connexion 
Regular walk-in hours at the 

gallery are 11 am to 4 pm. To arrange 
another time, contact the gallerist, 
Anne Béliveau, at 250-265-8888.

Studio Connexion is located at 
203 Fifth Avenue NW in beautiful 
Nakusp, just two and a half short 
blocks from Broadway Street. It 
features a selection of fine artworks 
from more than 30 artists. 

S t u d i o  C o n n e x i o n  i s 
recommended by the BC’s Guide to 
Arts and Culture. It will also be an 
official venue during the Columbia 
Basin Culture Tour in August.


