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by Jan McMurray
The major SS Moyie conservation 

project that was completed last year has 
been recognized with a BC Heritage 
Award.

The Conservation - Honour Award 
was presented to four key Kaslovians 
at a ceremony on May 3 at the Capitol 
Theatre in Nelson. This was the 
grand finale of Heritage BC’s 2024 
conference, held May 1-3 in Nelson.

“The workmanship, volunteer 
hours, generosity of donors and 
commitment that went into this project 
make it well deserving of an award – 
and this prestigious Honour Award is so 
sweet!” said Sarah Sinclair, president 
of the Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society.

In attendance at the ceremony to 
receive the award were Sinclair, along 
with Kit Ashenhurst, lead project 
manager (volunteer) and KLHS 
board member, Gillian Froese, past 
KLHS president and key project team 
member, and Elizabeth Scarlett, KLHS 
secretary, archivist and generous donor.

The project was nominated by 
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat, who was 
also in attendance.

The BC Heritage Conservation 
Awards recognize best practices in 
the preservation, rehabilitation and 
restoration of historic places. The 
Honour Award is given to projects 
that demonstrate impressive quality 
of work, including following best 
practices and incorporating heritage 
values, resulting in a significant impact.

The two-year, $880,000 project 
was completed last fall, in time for the 
ship’s 125th birthday celebration.

“Focused initially on addressing 
water  intrusion issues in  the 
saloon compartments, the project 
underwent meticulous planning 
and expert consultation to balance 
heritage preservation with modern 
protective measures,” states the 
project description on the Heritage 
BC website. “The endeavour involved 
removing and replacing the rotted 

At the BC Heritage Awards Ceremony held May 3 at the Capitol Theatre in Nelson: Kirsten Clausen (Heritage BC Executive Director), Gillian Froese, Elizabeth Scarlett, Sarah Sinclair, Kit Ashenhurst, Berdine Jonker (Heritage BC).

BC Heritage Award for SS Moyie conservation project 
canvas weather covering, installing 
waterproof membranes, and repainting 
the exterior surfaces.”

Ashenhurst made a presentation 
about the project at the event that 

Gillian Froese says was very well 
received “and a reminder of just how 
much effort he put into it.”

“We received the recognition for 
all the Moyie teams throughout her 

history – many unheralded,” Froese 
said. “While the ship is a village 
treasure, she truly is a national treasure. 
Her best days are yet to be.”

Other projects  and people 

recognized with awards at the 
ceremony include the Hume Hotel 
Ghost Sign Restoration and Michael 
Wicks, a volunteer with the Nelson 
Museum, Archives and Gallery.

by Jan McMurray
Katrine Conroy announced on 

May 10 that she will be retiring 
this fall and will not be seeking re-
election in the upcoming provincial 
election. Conroy is the NDP MLA 
for Kootenay West and BC’s Finance 
Minister.

“It has been a true honour 
to serve my community and this 
province for nearly 20 years,” said 
Conroy in a media release. “We 
have accomplished so much, from 
expanding affordable childcare to 
building more homes for people. 
There is still more to be done, and I 
know our New Democrat team will 
continue to work for people.”

Conroy was first elected in 2005 
as the BC New Democrat MLA 
for the constituency then known 

Katrina Conroy will not seek re-election this fall
as West Kootenay-Boundary. She 
was re-elected in 2009 when the 
constituency became Kootenay 
West, and elected again in 2013, 
2017, and 2020.

She has served in cabinet since 
2017, first as Minister of Children 
and Family Development, then 
Minister of Forests, and since 2022 
as Minister of Finance.

Conroy held an event at the 
Columbia Basin Trust building in 
Castlegar to make the announcement. 

“I’m 66 and in four years, I’ll 
be 70. I want to be retired at 70, 
spending time with my family. I also 
want to do some things for myself,” 
she said at the event. “I’ve been 
here since 2005, and for 10 years 
before that vicariously through my 
husband. It’s an incredible job – it’s 

such an honour. It’s been an amazing 
19 years, but it’s time to let someone 
else take on the position.”

She said the one piece of business 
she wishes she could finish is the 
Columbia River Treaty. “We should 
have the agreement in principle 
soon, we hope. But I’m not going 
anywhere, so I’ll be around to help 
with that.”

When asked what was going to 
be the hardest thing for her about 
leaving the job, she teared up and 
answered, “The people.”

She said she knows the next 
person in the job will have the same 
amazing experiences she has had. 
“It’s representing the people of 
this constituency that makes it so 
special.”

Conroy will continue to serve as 

MLA and Minister of Finance until 
the fall election.

Katrine Conroy won’t be seeking re-election 
in the fall.
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MOST EXTREME BIRD 
Of the world’s birds, hummingbirds are 
the tiniest, hungriest, have the small-
est nests (golf-ball size), tiniest eggs 
(coffee-bean size), fastest heartbeat 
(500–1,200 beats/min. in flight), fastest 
wingbeats (50–80 times/second) and 
largest hearts relative to body size of 
any animal. With such high energy 
demands they will fight for food, nesting 
territory, mates and against interlopers.

by R. Azu
The weather was pleasant and 

the air was vibrating with energy 
and excitement as this year’s annual 
Winlove Water Day Celebration 
was gearing up. After a mild but 
isolating winter, this was a time for 
community members to come together 
in reverence for the water we all share 
and depend on. The sound of laughter 
and camaraderie filled the air as the 
first musical acts serenaded the crowd 

20 years celebrating Winlaw’s Water Day
with soulful and spirited folk fare.

The first Winlaw Water Day was 
held in 2004, but the history of the 
event’s host organization, the Winlaw 
Watershed Committee (WWC), goes 
back to the late 1990s. At that time, 
industrial-scale logging threatened the 
local watershed and committed locals 
banded together to form WWC in 
response. WWC engaged extensively 
with the tenure holder (MOF Small 
Business Program, later BC Timber 
Sales), lobbying for best practices and 
minimal disturbance. The first Water 
Day (MayDay Coffeehouse and Art 
Auction) was held as a fundraiser for 
WWC, to support research such as the 
Water Monitoring Program.

In late 2003, Community Forest 
tenures became possible. The WWC 
joined forces with RMRA (Red 
Mountain Residents Association), 
EACT (Elliot/Anderson/Christian/
Trozzo Watershed Association) and 
The Village of Slocan. Guided by 
the environmentally progressive 

principles that Stephan Martineau 
e s t ab l i shed ,  t hey  c r ea t ed  a 
management plan and submitted the 
application for the community forest 
tenure.

The Water Day event continued 
as a fundraiser to support the tenure 
application process. Over time, 
the fundraiser morphed into a kind 
of spiritual ceremony that fosters 
a rare form of solidarity. Prayers 
for the water, the participation and 
acknowledgment of the Sinixt Nation, 
and community-powered silent 
auctions gave everyone a place to 
show their commitment and gratitude.

It took many dedicated minds 
and hands to create the framework 
for SIFCo (Slocan Integral Forestry 
Cooperative). In 2005, SIFCo was 
invited to apply for the Community 
Forest Agreement. By 2006, the co-op 
was incorporated. In 2011, a 25-year 
agreement was signed. SIFCo has 
been operating since that time, treating 
management of our forest lands with 

consideration for more than just 
timber harvest. Water is paramount, 
wildlife is important, and wildfire is 
becoming a major concern.

In later years, although the Water 
Day event was no longer fundraising, 
the valley ritual was firmly established 
and the spring couldn’t kick off 
properly without the festival. Not 
only is it a day to mark a victory 
for community-level organizing, 
autonomy and sovereignty, it’s 
become a way for people to show 
their devotion, love and appreciation 
for our life-giving watersheds, to 
come together, share talents, network 
and support one another.

This year’s event delivered the 
goods. The local artisan market’s 
offering was bountiful, featuring 
garden starts, handmade soap, local art 
and crafts and decadent local honey.

Local eats such as tasty burgers 
from the festival’s host, Mama 
Sita’s, was a cram session for the 
hungry mouths of the neighbourhood. 
Scrumptious tapas from Sleep is for 
Sissies, mouthwatering BBQ chicken 
and cheesy macaroni provided by 
Oh My Lard, epicurean vegetarian 
treats by Teresa’s Hot Box Cafe, 
and most tantalizing butter goat and 
chicken platters with crunchy kraut 
by Sarita’s Soul Food kept everyone 
well nourished for the day. 

The music, organized by Radio 
Free Winlove, was choice. Every 

act was fantastic, some sweet like 
the gentle voices of Heather Taylor 
and Soniko, or tear-jerking like the 
performances of Rainbow Hippos 
and the Chantrelles, who preceded 
the parade.

The Samba Band that led 
the parade was absolutely on fire 
getting everyone into the spirit of 
the celebration. The Barnharmonics 
sang exceptionally well as they led 
us in prayerful song down at the 
Slocan River. Gemma Luna’s Month 
of Sundays Dance was a feast for the 
eyes, sensual and captivating. 

The day was finished off with epic 
DJs like Holden Space, DubSoulJah, 
DubConscious, and concerts from two 
legendary bands, Tulsa Naturals and 
That Reggae Show.

Live Harmonics generously 
provided the sound and equipment, 
for a bumping celebration. A special 
thanks to the organizers Copper Chris, 
Treevor, Ashley Emery, Gemma Luna 
and Christina Knight. Gratitude to the 
volunteers at WWC and its members 
for protecting our watersheds and 
for all their hard work, SIFCo for 
its responsible management of our 
forests, Slocan River Streamkeepers 
for their continued stewardship of our 
sacred waters.

The WWC board of directors 
includes Josée Corrigan, Lesley 
Mayfield, Ashley Emery, and Tyler 
Abbott.

Winlaw Water Day featured hot food, live music and dance.
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by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

After over a year of planning, 
the Old Firehall Collective Society 
(OFHC) has the go-ahead to bring 
a geothermal greenhouse and 
community garden to the Nakusp 
Secondary School grounds.

The project aims to provide year-
long access to fresh food and a 
“living science lab” for students, said 
Rosemary Hughes, who sits on the 
OFHC’s board of directors. 

“We’re really excited about it,” 
she said. “There is a population here 
that would do really well if they 
had access to fresh fruits and fresh 
vegetables all year.”

The Old Fire Hall Collective is 
an all-volunteer organization created 
to restore the agricultural sector in 
Nakusp and area, and promote self-
sufficiency in food production.

“This is a region that once 
produced up to 95% of its food locally 
before the flooding of Arrow Lakes to 
create a reservoir,” reads its brochure. 
“Now, it has fewer than a dozen 
market gardens and farm producers 
to feed the region.”

Years of work have brought 
the collective to where it is today: 
an agricultural and food hub in 

Geothermal greenhouse and community garden coming to NSS
the old Nakusp fire hall building, 
offering a commercial kitchen, garden 
equipment rentals, resource library, 
community programming, farmers’ 
and crafters’ markets, and a rental 
space. 

The greenhouse project fits right 
into its vision, which is aimed at 
sustainable farming and access to 
healthy, local food.

“Individuals on fixed incomes 
and the vulnerable population will 
also benefit from this project,” said 
Hughes. “If we can provide fresh 
lettuce in December, then we’ve 
accomplished what we want with 
this project.”

In October 2023, OFHC and 
the School District 10 board of 
education signed a joint-use operation 
agreement. 

OFHC will lead the project and 
be the primary manager of the facility. 
The SD 10 board is a charitable 
organization, and is accepting 
donations on behalf of OFHC. Donors 
will receive a tax receipt. 
Greenhouse in the snow

A geothermal greenhouse uses the 
earth to regulate temperatures inside 
the structure. 

“I stumbled upon it when I was 
doing research on greenhouses,” said 

Hughes.
Soil underground stays at a stable 

temperature – warmer than outside 
air in winter, and cooler in summer. 
Air from inside the greenhouse can 
be channelled via a fan through 
underground pipes. In summer, this 
offers a cooling effect. In winter, it 
warms the greenhouse enough to allow 
for year-round growing conditions. 

“The fact that you can grow year-
round is the key, especially when 
you’re trying to address food security,” 
said Hughes. “That is absolutely the 
key.”

The greenhouse will be 100 feet 
long by 17 feet wide. Pipes are set 
eight feet into the ground, with part of 
the greenhouse built four feet below 
ground. A ‘rocket stove’ will provide 
backup heat if needed.

The project will cost about 
$170,000 to get off the ground – 
$46,000 for the greenhouse, $35,000 
for the underground pipes, plus the 
cost of excavation and outfitting the 
greenhouse. Fencing and establishing 
the community garden are also 
included in the price. 

“I’m so hoping to be in the ground 
before winter so that we can have 
tomatoes at Christmas,” said Hughes.

With a $100,000 grant from United 

Way, the collective was able to put 
down a deposit with Greenhouse in the 
Snow, a company based in Nebraska. 
Designed by Russ Finch over 35 years, 
the system has been refined to create 
environments that support citrus trees 
all winter long. 

The franchise expanded to British 
Columbia, with a demonstration 
greenhouse located on a small 
regenerative farm in Armstrong. Kits 
are manufactured in and shipped out 
from Vernon.

The greenhouse package arrives 
with all the supplies; it just needs to 
be put together. The collective hopes to 
bring together community volunteers 
to get the greenhouse standing.

Once completed, there is also 
the matter of sustaining operations. 
Someone will need to be on site four 
hours a day, 365 days a year, to ensure 
everything is running smoothly.

“The first priority is to have 
enough income to pay people to take 
care of the greenhouse. The next 
priority is the vulnerable population 
having access to food,” said Hughes.

Businesses and restaurants have 
expressed interest in purchasing 
produce grown in the greenhouse, and 
a Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program could be a fruitful 

option, said Hughes. There is also 
opportunity for summer and winter 
kids’ camps and greenhouse tours as 
a way to bring in funds.

Hughes said OFHC was able 
to raise close to half a million 
dollars when it was repurposing 
and renovating the old fire hall; it is 
actively applying for grants to keep 
things running, too. West Coast Seeds 
has generously donated seeds to get 
things growing. 

After funds go towards sustaining 
operations, OFHC would like to see 
the produce going out to folks who 
need it most.

“Our goal is food security for the 
community,” Hughes said. 

The collective can process and 
preserve the bounty in its commercial 
kitchen in the old fire hall building, 
making healthy, local food even more 
accessible year-round. 

The next steps are obtaining 
development and building permits.

“It’s hard for me to contain my 
excitement but I have to be practical,” 
said Hughes. “There’s lots to do before 
it’s in the ground. But we keep the faith 
and keep on working.”

And wouldn’t it be something, 
she said, to one day eat an orange 
homegrown in Nakusp.

by Art Joyce
D o w n t o w n  N a k u s p  w a s 

transformed into a festival scene on 
May 4 as crowds gathered to celebrate 
Cuatro de Mayo, a Mexican-themed 
celebration that allowed foot traffic 
only on Broadway Street between 3 
and 8 pm. The event was sponsored 
by the Arrow Lakes and District Arts 
Council (ALDAC) and Society for 
Nakusp Community Events (SNCE) 
and coordinated by volunteer Tom 
Zeleznik. 

There were piñatas for the kids 
on the half-hour from 4:30 to 6 pm 
near the Touch of Fashion store, 
showering the street with candies 
and colour. 

And what Latin celebration 
would be complete without music? 
The bands Latin Lovers, SASS, 

There was dancing in the streets on May 4 at Nakup’s first Cuatro de Mayo event.

Cuatro de Mayo event in Nakusp fills the streets
Dr. B. and the Biscuit, Skol and 
Scalping Knife kept people dancing 
in the streets throughout the day, 
with two music stages. Local bars 
and restaurants provided the other 
indispensable element – food and 
drink, with sponsor Three Lions Pub 
becoming party central. 

“Live music is becoming 
expensive and scarce,” says Zeleznik. 
“This was an opportunity to have 
kids experience real live music and 
to have an opportunity to dance in 
the streets.”

He admits to some anxiety in 
putting on a brand-new event. As 
things turned out, Zeleznik need not 
have worried. The streets were full 
of dancing bodies and happy kids. 
People were encouraged to dress up 
in ponchos and sombreros, adding 

to the splash of colour created by 
the piñatas. 

“When you are putting on a 
show like this, you alternate between 
fearing you will only get 20 people 
out and then worrying you will get 
500 out,” says Zeleznik. “I must 
confess usually I don’t worry or 
panic and go with the flow, but the 
night before I could not sleep.”

The inspiration for the event, 
Cinco de Mayo, meaning May 5, 
comes from the celebration of the 
Mexican army’s May 5, 1862 victory 
over France at the Battle of Puebla 
during the Franco-Mexican War. It 
has become a celebration of Mexican 
culture and heritage in many North 
American communities. Because 
Nakusp organizers chose to stage the 
event on May 4, it was thus renamed 

Cuatro de Mayo. 
Zeleznik said he always wanted 

to try putting on a street event for 
the whole family – he hopes it 
will become an annual event if the 
funding support can be raised. He 
credits the arts council for providing 
the enthusiasm and motivation to 
produce the event.

“Merchants and businesses have 
always asked for more events to do 
on Broadway and we thought this 
was a good way for them to display 
their merchandise and foods out onto 
the closed street and sidewalk for all 
participants to enjoy the festivities. 
We thought about a Mardi Gras but 
it was too cold in February. Cinco 
De Mayo is just the beginning of 
summer and what better way to bring 
on the summer after a long winter.”

Zeleznik wishes to thank the 
many volunteers who helped make 
the first Cuatro de Mayo a popular 

success, including JD Mah, Donna, 
Christy, Gord, Rob, Jordan at 
Three Lions, Richard Fahlman for 
donating the “man lift” for raising 
and lowering the piñatas, and “all the 
other volunteers I may have missed.”  

“This year was special as we 
joined forces with ALDAC for the 
first time,” says Zeleznik. “Also, 
as president of our SNCE. I have 
always over the years wanted to put 
on Cinco De Mayo event and it was 
the arts council who approached us 
to help us with this vision. May the 
fourth be with you!”  
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Dangerous 
times

It’s time for Justin to go but is 
Pierre ‘Wacko’ Poilievre going to be a 
suitable replacement? Pierre ‘Wacko’ 
appears to be as articulate as the 
soon-to-be jailbird Donald Trump. 
We are entering dangerous times. 
Would Prime Minister Poilievre be 
able to keep Quebec from becoming 
the country of Quebec if there was 
another referendum? It’s time for 
Justin to go but…

Everyone should read Dr. Stephen 
Pinker’s book, Enlightenment Now, 
published in 2018.

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Boundary 
timber 
reassessment

As the spectre of desertification 
and water shortages looms ever 
closer, our good folks up there close 
to the Creator, in government, have 
decided that we can omit taking 
a good look at just what is left of 
Boundary trees, and having decided 
that there is no need to know, let the 
logging continue at top speed, when 
newly planted trees really struggle, 
and we will just pretend that what 
is cut has already taken root in the 
future. Barratry is a term used for 
breaking into a ship’s cargo. And this 
is barratry, piracy, and theft. Folks, 
we need to pipe up. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Should we be 
nervous about 
fire season?

YES! I’m almost 70 years old 
and until the past few years, have 
never seen or heard of so many 
massive fires in Canada! There used 
to be fire watchers who reported the 
first sign of smoke and the fire was 
promptly extinguished. If there was 

a need, men were literally pulled 
off the street and out of bars to go 
fight fires – whatever it took to put 
them out.

Now we have people evacuated 
routinely and homes burning despite 
supposed advanced technology and 
designated wildfire services. This 
happened recently in Shuswap, 
Monte Lake and other communities 
across British Columbia. It’s also 
happening in other provinces. Why?

There are documentaries 
on YouTube wi th  res idents 
from Shuswap who stayed to 
(successfully) save their homes 
from burning, claiming there was 
no help even though the news was 
saying there were water bombers and 
firefighters on the scene. They were 
told by some unknown officials (they 
weren’t police or military) if they 
left, they could not return. They were 
not allowed to get any supplies in.

A friend with a brother in 
Shuswap who saved his home said 
his neighbour’s house burned and 
they are being denied a permit to 
rebuild. I’ve heard this from other 
home owners as well that they are 
not being allowed to rebuild.

One thing is for sure – these fires 
are not natural and are not being 
efficiently or adequately addressed 
so yes, my takeaway is people 
need to be prepared to save their 
own homes and not rely on outside 
help. There are some communities 
actively working to ensure, in case 
of a fire, they are prepared and 
supported to save each other’s 
homes. 

As one friend says who lived 
through the Trozzo fire: “They’re 
not coming to help us. We have to 
save ourselves.”

First step is to get informed. 
Peter MacIsaac, retired fire 
investigator, is speaking in Nelson 
May 28. If you’re interested contact 
timetotalkpresents@proton.me for 
details.

Karyn Shaundell
Winlaw

Platform for 
peace

There are solutions to all the 
problems of the world if countries 
would only take the time to sit down 
together and work them out. There is 
no need to watch the world go to hell 
in a handbasket. We can all submit our 
personal point of view and possible 
solution to global concerns.

Together, as a world community 
that cares for the welfare of this planet 
and the people on it, we must strive 
to understand each other’s concerns, 
major problems and the possible 
solutions provided by all nations. To 
achieve success, nations must learn 
to be flexible and not be led by forces 
of evil intent.

To accomplish this task, the 
world needs a constructive platform 
to resolve problems and prevent 
wars before they take place. The 
future of the world is at stake. The 
world community must find ways 
to unify nations in friendship and 
fair agreements. A way to combat 
injustice in a peaceful manner. A 
way to break down barriers by using 
tolerance and a willingness to put 
aside our indifferences for the greater 
good of peace and friendship. A way 
to build cooperation in a new light.

To have a world without enemies 
is to build a world of friends. Love 
your fellow man is the first step to 
peace and friendship where attitude 
makes the impossible possible. 
The correct action is, hate the bad 
policies of a nation, but love the 
misinformed people who made them. 
Work together as a world community 
to change bad policies. But always 
remember, love is the way to peace 
and friendship. Give your enemy a 
sincere hug and tell them that you 
care about their concerns.

To accomplish the task of world 
peace, I submit that the international 
community create the ‘GLOBAL 
P E A C E  a n d  F R I E N D S H I P 
COUNCIL.’ I would like to see such 
a world-changing platform built right 
here in beautiful Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada.

For the future sake of mankind, I 
humbly ask the Canadian government, 
the governments of the world, the 
media and others to push hard to bring 
about this international platform of 
love, peace, friendship and prosperity.

God bless the peacemakers of 
the world.

Terry Q Lane
Abbotsford

Lack of justice
Trudeaus Liberals have decided 

– and this is in their own words – 
that if you are a person of colour, 
Indigenous or come from a poor 
home, you get a get-out-of-jail-free 
card when you commit a crime 
because there are too many criminals 
in the groups mentioned above as 
opposed to white criminals in our 
jail system. So in their eyes, to make 
it more fair, the above-mentioned 
people receive lighter sentences for 
all kinds of crimes or no sentence at 
all. People call this policy ‘catch and 
release’ and that’s exactly what it is. 

The Liberals and other bleeding 
hearts want to pass a law that 
pedophiles can change their name 
and become invisible in the system 
and they could now be living on 
your street or next to a school and 
no one would be the wiser, making 
it easier for them to continue to 
prey on children without getting 
caught. Without checks and balances, 
pedophiles don’t stop molesting 
children. The new law just makes it 
easier for them to get away with it. 

I think every Liberal MP as 
well as Trudeau and any bleeding 
hearts who agree with Trudeau’s soft 
approach to crime should have to 
listen in person and look the victims 
in the eye as the victims recount the 
horrors that they go through every 
day after being raped, beaten, etc. 
Can you imagine the terror these 
children go through when they are 
sexually molested and the after-
effects they suffer for a lifetime? 
They should also have to listen to 
the heartbreak of people who have 
had a loved one murdered and the 
criminal was given a light sentence 
or none at all. Perhaps if the bleeding 
hearts and those people making these 
soft-on-crime laws had a member of 
their family raped, sexually abused 
or murdered, they would know 
how the victims feel and would 
feel differently about the lack of 
sympathy and justice for the victims 
who are victimized twice – first when 
the actual crime occurs and second 
when they go to court expecting 
justice and see the criminal receive a 
light sentence or no sentence or easy 
bail. Some of these criminals have 
been caught and released multiple 
times and continue to be released 
back into society to continue to 
commit crimes. 

I don’t understand why in today’s 
society there is more sympathy for 

the criminals committing crime than 
the victims of crime. The Liberals 
and bleeding hearts who feel more 
sympathy for the criminals then 
the victims should be ashamed of 
themselves.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

Open letter to 
Village of New 
Denver 

As owners of a ‘second home,’ 
we are very appreciative of council 
reconsidering its decision and voting 
to not opt in to the ‘vacant home tax.’

Our property has been in the 
family for over 60 years. My parents 
both worked, met, and married in 
New Denver, so the village is part 
of our family life. We have made 
choices over our careers that allow 
us a second home in New Denver. 

The February 13 council meeting 
noted the number of New Denver 
‘empty homes’ at 77 of 320, or 
approximately 24%. We do not 
receive the homeowner`s grant on 
our residence. This does not mean 
we are not part of the community. 
We belong to several local societies, 
take part in volunteer activities and 
cultural events. We make a point 
to buy our groceries, sportswear, 
building supplies, etc. locally. We 
eagerly support local markets, 
coffee shops and restaurants. We 
host relatives and friends from 
across the country. They are frequent 
purchasers of local arts and crafts. 
Has anyone considered how much 
part-time residents do contribute 
when they are in town?

One gets the impression that 
there are those who see us as a 
revenue source. Several councillors 
commented that the vacant home tax 
is “only” 0.5%. In our case, 0.5% 
would effectively double our taxes. 
The inference is that it is acceptable 
to impose a 100% tax increase on 
one portion of New Denver residents. 
Would the same councillors propose 
increasing everyone`s taxes 100% to 
achieve an alternative funding goal?

Housing is a national issue. There 
are no easy solutions. Economic 
history tells us that the most efficient 
method to address supply issues is 
to create an economic climate that 
allows the free market to arrive 
at the desired outcome, i.e. more 
housing. The least efficient outcome 
is allowing government policies to 
artificially redistribute the same size 
pie. Costs fall as the pie gets larger, 
not through redistribution. 

Anyone building a business case 
for construction of rental housing 
faces the reality that high rents are 
required to make it a viable business. 
Singling out second homeowners to 
subsidize a perceived remedy is not 
the solution. 

A vacant home tax will not 
increase the housing supply in New 
Denver. Long-term renting when we 
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are in New Denver monthly is not an 
option. The tax would alienate 24% 
of the tax base and create a ‘them vs. 
us’ community. 

Again, we appreciate Councillors 
Moss and Fyke and Mayor Casley`s 
votes against the tax at the March 13, 
2024 council meeting.

Brian Marsh
New Denver 

Phishing 
expeditions

It was sad to read Linda Kelly’s 
financial trauma at the hands of 
scammers and the poor help from 
RCMP and bank managers.

Banks operate within legal and 
regulatory frameworks, and their 
policies and procedures are often 
designed to mitigate risks and protect 
the interests of all parties involved, 
including customers and the bank 
itself.

In cases of fraud involving 
remote access scams, where a 
customer voluntarily grants access 
to their computer to a scammer, 
it can be challenging for banks to 
determine liability and responsibility 
for the unauthorized transactions. 
Banks typically have fraud detection 
systems in place to identify and flag 
suspicious activity, but they may face 
limitations in reversing transactions 
or reimbursing customers if the 
customer willingly provided access 
or disclosed sensitive information to 
the scammer.

Even the banks are terrified of 
scammers. The banks push online 
banking to our cell phones yet 
cannot provide 100% security with 
financial transactions.  Scammers get 
very intricate and push the buttons 
of emotion to get your money. 
“Hypnotized” is a good word for it, 
Linda – you assume you are being 
helped by a professional to set things 
straight but you are being taken to 
the cleaners instead. Calling your 
bank to explain what is happening as 
the scam was progressing may have 
helped stop the scammers.

While it may seem unfair that 
banks are unable to provide full 
recourse in these situations, it’s 
essential to recognize that preventing 
and addressing fraud is a complex 
challenge. Banks invest significant 
resources in fraud prevention 
measures and work closely with law 
enforcement and regulatory agencies 
to combat financial crime.

Banks have a duty to assist 
customers and investigate reported 
instances of fraud to the best of 
their ability. If a customer believes 
that their bank has not handled a 
fraud claim appropriately or has not 
fulfilled its obligations, they may 
have recourse through consumer 
protection laws, regulatory agencies, 
or legal channels.

Ultimately, it’s crucial for 
individuals to take proactive steps 
to protect themselves from fraud, 
including safeguarding personal 

and financial information, staying 
informed about common scam 
tactics, and reporting suspicious 
activity promptly to their bank and 
relevant authorities. 

I applaud your coming forth to 
help educate others on the potential 
of a phishing fraud. In addition to the 
police report, a report of the scam 
to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre 
(CAFC) is advised. The CAFC 
collects information on fraud and 
provides support to victims.

When someone grants remote 
access to their computer to a scammer, 
it can give the scammer the ability to 
view sensitive information, such as 
bank account details, passwords, and 
even personal data. This information 
can then be used for fraudulent 
activities, including unauthorized 
transactions from bank accounts. 
Identity theft could also occur with 
the information the scammers have 
already gleaned from your computer. 
With this information in hand, 
scammers could engage in various 
forms of identity theft, such as 
opening fraudulent accounts, making 
unauthorized purchases, applying for 
loans or credit cards in the victim’s 
name, and other fraudulent activities. 
Consider placing fraud alerts or 
security freezes on your accounts to 
prevent unauthorized access.

A 2020 report from the Canadian 
Bankers  Associat ion (CBA) 
estimated that financial crime, 
including fraud, costs Canadians 
billions of dollars each year. Be 
vigilant with your hard-earned 
money and keep scammers at bay.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Murder?
The Trudeau government keeps 

telling us Canadians that they 
do indeed have proof that India 
orchestrated the killing of Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar, but to date they have not 
revealed any of it. Now the RCMP 
have arrested three young Sikhs for 
his murder. On the face of it, this 
makes no sense, since India’s Hindu 
government does not like Sikhs, 
and Sikhs do not like India’s Hindu 
government. So why would such a 
government hire Sikhs to do the job? 
If on the other hand, this was a job 
carried out by a rival Sikh gang, one 
has to wonder who let those three 
Sikh hitmen into the country, or if 
any common sense at all is being 
applied to our immigration tsunami.

The problems go much deeper 
than that though, because Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar, according to India, 
was a Sikh separatist and a terrorist. 
India apparently presented this case 
to Canada when they asked Canada, 
a fellow Commonwealth member, to 
extradite him for his crimes in India, 
crimes that caused INTERPOL to 
put out a Red Corner Notice against 
him. Instead, Canada allowed Nijjar 
to avoid extradition by becoming 
a Canadian citizen, and carry on 
his Sikh separatist operation from 
Canada. In 1985, Canadian Sikh 

separatists blew up a plane over the 
Atlantic killing over 300 people, 
including 268 Canadian citizens. 
Sikh separatists also killed thousands 
of people in India, including Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. Yet Canada 
continues to allow Sikh separatists to 
immigrate here. We have the second 
highest Sikh population in the world.

So why was Nijjar not extradited 
to India? When Uncle Sam asked 
us to extradite Meng Wanzhou for 
ignoring US sanctions against Iran, 
we did so immediately, in spite of 
the fact that Canada did not agree 
with those sanctions. We held her 
in luxury custody for two years, 
absolutely ruining our relations with 
China. 

Canada makes a great big deal 
about Nijjar’s murder being the 
murder of a Canadian citizen on 
Canadian soil, yet when the US 
murdered Osama Bin Laden in 
Pakistan, Canada did not bemoan 
their action on Pakistani soil. Instead, 
they celebrated it, and CBC Radio 
allowed Stephen Harper to praise 
them on their success, and to praise 
Canadian troops for their supporting 
roll, at 10 am on the day of the federal 
election. You are not allowed to 
electioneer on the day of the election 
in Canada, but Elections Canada 
saw no problem with it, in spite of 
300 complaints against that radio 
broadcast, including mine. And, son 
of a gun, if Harper didn’t win that 
election. 

During Trump’s presidency, 
Canada didn’t say a peep about the 
murder by the US of a top Iranian 
general on Iranian soil, and they 
laid not a lick of blame on Uncle 
Sam when their international crime 
resulted in the downing of another 
plane full of Canadians. When 
Israel attacked and killed Iranian 
military people on Syrian soil... no 
complaints from Canada, but they 
did threaten sanctions on Iran for 
retaliating. 

Israel has now slaughtered 
35,000 Palestinians on Palestinian 
soil, in Gaza, and many Palestinians 
in the West Bank on Palestinian 
soil, but Canada continues to chant 
about Israel’s “right to defend itself.” 
Israel is free to kill Palestinians on 
Lebanese soil; our government has 
no problem with that. So apparently 
our outrage about what piece of dirt 
you get knocked off on only applies 
to OUR soil. 

The majority of the people in 
Canada and the US don’t support the 
Israel slaughter. To the people, it is 
a moral issue, but our governments 
see it, solely, as a political issue, 
and would rather beat us back with 
billy clubs, or threaten us with 
incarceration, than change their 
minds.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

From the Hill: 
Supporting 
firefighters
by Richard Cannings, 
MP South Okanagan-
West Kootenay

It was rejuvenating to spend 
this past week home in the South 
Okanagan, but also disheartening 
to see only a glimpse of the April 
showers we so desperately needed. 
Between community events I 
managed to combine some family 
time with some much-needed yard 
maintenance and could not help 
but be worried as I looked over the 
parched valley and thought of the 
experts warning that a long, dry fire 
season is well on its way. 

With record-low snowpack and 
persisting drought conditions, the 
challenges we’ll face this summer 
will be significant. Indeed, dozens 
of fires have already sparked around 
the province. The investments and 
workforce we’ll need to combat 
this fire season will no doubt break 
records yet again.

Back in Ottawa, just before 
this past break week, the NDP 
celebrated a small but important 
victory towards ensuring we can 
recruit and retain the firefighters 
we will need. Of Canada’s 126,000 
firefighters, more than 90,000 are 
volunteers, many of whom work in 
rural fire halls. However, Canada 
is facing a volunteer firefighter and 
search and rescue shortage. 

Past summers have shown us 
how devastating wildfires can be 
with communities having to evacuate 
and people fleeing their homes. 
Volunteer firefighters and search 
and rescue responders were at the 
front of this nationwide emergency 
– and many had to go on leave from 
their jobs to do it. Being a volunteer 
firefighter is entirely at one’s own 
expense, and with rising costs, one 
can understand how retaining this 
workforce is difficult.

In response, my NDP colleague 
Gord Johns worked with the 
Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs 
(CAFC) and the Civil Air Search and 
Rescue Association to bring forward 
a bill to help volunteer firefighters 
and search and rescue teams increase 
the volunteer firefighter and search 
and rescue income tax credit. 

Earlier this month, the NDP was 
successful at having the government 
confirm an income tax credit increase 
for volunteer firefighters and search 
and rescue personnel, upping the 
credit from $3,000 to $6,000 this 
year. 

Firefighters are integral to 
protecting our environment and 
keeping our communities safe 
and our federal government needs 
to step up and stop downloading 
this increasingly important and 
significant expense on provinces and 
local governments. 

We need to support the thousands 
of volunteer firefighters across 
Canada, and we need a national 
wildfire fighting force to augment the 
local and provincial teams that have 
been overwhelmed, a well-trained 
force that could be deployed quickly 
wherever needed.

Recent Abacus polling indicates 
that 74% of Canadians support the 
creation of a new national wildfire 
fighting force to be employed full-
time to fight, prevent and mitigate the 
billions of dollars in damage to our 
communities and local economies. 
A force that could work in concert 
with new provincial fire forecasting 
services to deploy to regions in 
anticipation of significant fire 
behaviour and prevent devastation. 

Despite record provincial 
investments, it was clear last summer 
that Canada’s wildfire response was 
overwhelmed. Waiting for help from 
overseas costs valuable time and 
money. Nor is it sustainable for us to 
use the Canadian military every year. 
If we had trained national force, we 
could use them pre-emptively instead 
of reactively like we tend to do now.

It would bring Canada in line 
with similar fire-impacted countries, 
such as Australia. It could reduce 
financial and staffing stress on 
regional wildfire services and 
increase the efficiency by which 
provinces can respond quickly to 
new fires.

We need a national approach 
now. Our planet is warning us that we 
are in uncharted territory and must 
act with the urgency and strength that 
this catastrophe demands.

I want to thank all the firefighting 
crews on land and in the air for the 
difficult and courageous work they 
have undertaken to keep all of us 
safe. In our cities, our professional 
firefighters are stepping up and 
offering their already over-worked 
and under-staffed departmental 
support to wildfire season.

It is past time for us to recognize 
and respect this life and community 
saving profession. Let’s truly 
thank our firefighters by creating 
the supports they need to keep 
themselves and our communities 
safe. 

Our new climate reality is 
something we’ll have to live with in 
the decades and centuries to come. 
Let’s get prepared for it.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
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• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

With wildfires increasingly 
affecting the availabil i ty of 
helicopters, the mosquito control 
program in the Lardeau Valley is 
getting creative. 

“We got really interested in 
drones a few years ago,” said Dirk 
Lewis during an open house on May 
6 at the Lardeau Valley Community 
Hall. Lewis is the head of Morrow 
Biosciences, the company contracted 
to manage the mosquito program.

Area  D  Di rec to r  Aimee 
Watson and RDCK Environmental 
Coordinator Todd Johnston also 
attended, along with a handful of 
residents.

“It’s been interesting over the 
years, seeing how few helicopters 
are available now when we used to 
be able to rely on them,” said Watson. 

Brought in under referendum in 
the mid-’90s, the mosquito control 
program relies on a combination 
of hand treatments and helicopter 
applications of Bacillus thuringiensis 
israelensis (Bti), a host-specific 
bacterial larvicide. Specific sites are 
sampled in the flooded lands of the 
Lardeau Valley and the north end of 
Kootenay Lake. When sites reach 
a certain number of larvae, Bti is 
spread over the area. 

Hand treatments are the most 
precise, but helicopters can cover 
large swaths much faster – though 
they come with a $2,800/hour price 
tag.

And Lewis said the last five years 
have been brutal for trying to get 
helicopters. 

“I’ve never had that in 25 years,” 
he said. “They’re usually always 
available and keen to do it.”

Morrow Biosciences bought 
their first drone in 2016. There are 
two sizes: a smaller one that can hold 
eight kilograms of Bti, and a larger 
one that can carry 50 to 60 kilograms. 

Due to some provincial red 
tape, using drones for pesticide 
application is still about a year out. 
In the meantime, Lewis and his 
crew are learning how to use them 
for studying areas and mapping 
out application routes. GPS and 
sophisticated software means five 
drones could be operating at one 
time, coordinating themselves to pick 
up where the other left off. Though 
the economy of scale is not as large 
as helicopters, the potential is there. 

Drones to be used soon for Area D mosquito control program
Lewis is looking forward to 

when the Province gives the go-
ahead.

“For one, they’ll be fun,” he 
said with a laugh. “But two, I’ll 
have more autonomy over it. One 
of the challenges of helicopters is 
that they’re all off fighting fires,” 
said Dirk.

Even if helicopters are available, 
their high price tag means the 
applications have to be done all at 
once. 

“If you apply Bti too early or too 
late it won’t work, because the larvae 

have very specific feeding times,” 
said Lewis. “But once we can use the 
drones, we can treat early, then hold 
off, then bring in the helicopters, then 
tidy up with the drone afterwards.”

Drones won’t soon be replacing 
helicopters, but as they increase 
in size and carrying capacity, it’s 
possible they could one day, Lewis 
said. But using drones and helicopters 
in tandem will be a step in a more 
efficient and sustainable direction. 

Drones can also be used for other 
purposes, like spreading agricultural 
fer t i l izer  and whitewashing 

greenhouses when it gets too hot 
in July. 

“It diversifies our services, gives 
us something to do in July and 
August,” Lewis said.

As the program prepares for 
launching the drones, Watson said 
they’re also focusing on public 
education.

“We have to make sure people 
know what they are,” she said. “It can 
be scary and intimidating.”

One resident told Watson that 
he was glad he knew what the drone 
was; otherwise, he may have taken 

certain measures to deal with it. 
Some treatment areas are on 

public land, but need to be accessed 
through private land.

“Some properties are, rightfully 
so, concerned about that,” said 
Watson. “There are some instances 
where we need to find happy 
mediums with the public to access 
treatment sites.” 

With lots of cows in the area, the 
program hopes drones can be a less 
disruptive alternative to helicopters, 
for livestock, wildlife, and residents 
alike.

submitted
The Province, BC Hydro, and 

conservation organizations are 
increasing efforts to protect local 
waterways and keep invasive mussels 
out of BC.

“I welcome the support from 
BC Hydro and our conservation 
partners as we continue the crucial 
work of keeping our waterways free 
of invasive mussels,” said Nathan 
Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and 
Resource Stewardship. “The Province 
has made fighting invasive mussels 
a priority and we will keep taking 
action alongside our partners and 
communities.”

The Province’s Invasive Mussel 
Defence Program (IMDP) works to 
protect BC lakes and rivers through 

Province, partners step up fight against invasive mussels
early-detection lake monitoring, 
watercraft inspection stations and 
public outreach.

BC Hydro is supporting IMDP 
with a new five-year commitment of 
annual funding of $900,000 beginning 
in 2024. The BC Wildlife Federation, 
Pacific Salmon Foundation and Habitat 
Conservation Trust Foundation are 
also providing a collective contribution 
of $150,000.

These investments join the 
Province’s core funding and the 
ongoing contributions provided by the 
program’s founding partners, which 
include the Columbia Basin Trust, 
Columbia Power and FortisBC.

While substantial action is 
underway to protect BC waterways 
from invasive mussels, the Government 

of BC continues to advocate to the 
federal government to resume funding 
this vital program.

IMDP’s operations include 
watercraft inspections, compliance 
and enforcement, lake monitoring, 
public outreach, signs and education. 
The program has strong and active 
collaborations with neighbouring 
jurisdictions across Western Canada 
and the United States.

Inspection stations are open from 
April until October to prevent zebra 
and quagga mussels from hitching a 
ride on boats or other watercraft and 
entering BC waterways. Inspectors 
promote BC’s directive that everyone 
follow the ‘Clean, Drain, Dry’ 
guidance, preventative steps every 
boater is expected to practice when 

moving between lakes, rivers and other 
water bodies.

Invasive zebra and quagga 
mussels pose significant economic 
and environmental risks because 
of their ability to damage essential 
water infrastructure and outcompete 
BC’s native species and ecosystems. 
If they were to be introduced into BC, 
the estimated cost of annual removal 
and management would range from 
$64 million to $129 million per year.

Protecting BC’s waterways from 
invasive species requires strong 
partnerships. The combined, collective 
support of the IMDP allows sustained, 
coordinated and targeted action to 
lessen the risk of invasive mussels and 
keep BC’s waterways safe from this 
aquatic invasive species.

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Kaslo-area man is waiting to 
find out when he’ll face the judge for 
charges of arson, break and enter, and 
mischief.

On May 6, Alejandro Calderon 
appeared online in a Nelson Supreme 
Court room. He is currently at a recovery 
house in the Lower Mainland, serving 
a 14-month conditional sentence for 

Date to be set for Kaslo arson trial 
assault of a Kaslo woman in 2022. The 
two cases are unrelated.

He will appear in court again 
on June 3 to set a date for the trial. 
Calderon elected to be tried by a BC 
Supreme Court judge, without a jury.

At the hearing on May 6, Crown 
lawyer Keven Schecter said there 
is significant community concern 
surrounding the case, and that there 
should be some urgency around fixing 

a date for the trial in the near future. 
Calderon is in the process of 

finding new representation, after lawyer 
Don White stepped down from the case. 

Calderon was charged after an 
incident at the Home Hardware in 
Kaslo on December 6, 2022. A man was 
seen breaking the window in the front 
door of the store, throwing a jerry can 
into the building, and setting it on fire. 
The man was stopped by a passerby 

and several others were able to put out 
the flames. 

The first day of Calderon’s 
preliminary inquiry was on December 
6, 2023, exactly a year after the incident 
occurred. 

A preliminary inquiry is used in 
serious criminal cases to determine 
whether the evidence assembled by 
the Crown against an accused person is 
sufficient to proceed with a trial. 

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

During a record four-minute long 
meeting, council gave third reading 
to the 2024 to 2028 Financial Plan, 
and first, second, and third reading 
to the Tax Rates bylaw.

Both were set for adoption at 
the May 14 regular council meeting.

Residential  tax rates are 
increasing by 5% this year. The 
2024 budget is about $7 million, and 
the Village will collect $782,000 in 
taxes. The rest of Village revenues in 
2024 come from grants (almost $4 
million), transfers from reserves and 
surplus (more than $1 million), water 
and sewer fees ($551,844), and fees 
collected from a variety of municipal 
services, licences and permits.

Residential tax dollars account 
for 84.5% of the total $782,000 in 
municipal taxation in Kaslo this 
year. Business/commercial taxes 
account for 13% of total municipal 
tax revenues. Utilities bring in 
2.1%; light industry brings in 0.3%; 
recreation/non-profit 0.1% and 
farms 0%.

Village taxes make up about 
35.6% of its residents’ tax bills. Other 

Kaslo council, May 9: Budget and tax rates ready for adoption
taxes on the bills include Regional 
District of Central Kootenay 
(30.3%), school (27.1%), police 
(3.7%), hospital district (2.6%), and 
the Municipal Finance Authority 

and British Columbia Assessment 
Authority (0.6%).

General council policy is to use 
property taxes for services where 
a user-pay approach isn’t suitable, 

and to allocate 10-15% of municipal 
property tax revenue to capital 
projects. Where possible, the Village 
charges user fees to align services 
with those who use them. 

submitted
The Province has announced 

funding for festivals and events, 
including many in the Kootenays.

“We are lucky to have a huge range 
of events every summer that make 
the Kootenays an exciting place for 
both residents and visitors to be,” said 
Brittny Anderson, MLA for Nelson-
Creston. “By supporting festivals like 
Kaslo Jazz Fest, we’re helping people 
to create lasting memories, creating 
jobs while also helping our tourism 
sector to thrive.”

Some of the recipients include: 
Kaslo Jazz Fest - $87,900; Singletrack 
6 mountain bike race, with stages 
in Castlegar, Nelson, Kaslo, New 
Denver and Nakusp - $22,300; Nelson 
International Mural Festival - $17,300; 
the STOODIS Indigenous Film 
Festival, Nelson - $4,700; Starbelly 
Jam Music Festival, Crawford Bay - 
$18,700; Tiny Lights Festival, Ymir 

Festivals and events in the Kootenays receive provincial funding
- $15,300; Between the Peaks Music 
Festival, Rossland - $19,700; Hop to 
Vine Hustle, Creston - $2,000.

 “I’m thrilled that our government 
is supporting local events that will 
bring so many people together, and 
showcase what makes our communities 
great,” said Katrine Conroy, MLA for 
Kootenay West. “I’m looking forward 
to seeing folks at some of these events 
this year.”

Across BC, $15 million in funding 
will support 1,114 fairs, festivals, and 
events in 2024 and 2025.

Since 2021, the BC New Democrat 
government has provided $80 million 
through the Fairs, Festivals, and Events 
Fund, helping event organizers to 
overcome ongoing challenges and 
ensure fun experiences are available 
for residents and visitors around the 
province.

submitted
A single-vehicle accident near 

Queens Bay on May 5 resulted 
in the death of one person from 
Nelson.

Emergency crews responded 
to the call at approximately 12:30 
am. Upon arrival, first responders 
attempted lifesaving techniques on 
both the driver and single passenger. 
The passenger was treated for non-

Nelson driver dies in car accident
life-threatening injuries, while the 
driver was pronounced deceased at 
the scene. Both are from Nelson.

The collision, which occurred 
in the 1400 block of Highway 31, 
is still being investigated.

RCMP would like to offer their 
condolences to the families that 
were affected in this tragic incident 
and thank the witnesses for their 
assistance at the scene.
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Hildegarde Esther Wells (née 
Deike), 90, of Port Coquitlam, BC, 
passed away peacefully on February 
27, 2024, her son Ralph and her 
niece and goddaughter Marta at 
her side. She is survived by her 
two sons, Ralph (Lana) and David; 
grandchildren Nissa (Kevin) and 
Eli; sister Elsie; and several nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, and great 
nephews. Her husband, Walter Wells, 
predeceased her in 2014.

Born May 29, 1933, to Max 
and Hedwig Deike, Hillie grew up 
in Freeport, Illinois. Not long after 

graduating high school, she took an ocean liner to Heidelberg, Germany, 
where her sweetheart Walter was stationed with the U.S. Army. They 
were married in Heidelberg on June 2, 1953.

Hillie and Walter welcomed sons Ralph and David a few years after 
returning to Freeport, and in 1961 they moved their young family to 
Mendocino, California. Over the next decade, they created an organic 
farming collective with like-minded free thinkers and co-founded the 
countercultural underground newspaper The Illustrated Paper. 

Concerns over the Vietnam War caused them to move to Nakusp, 
BC, in 1970, where Hillie worked in administration at the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital. By the late 1990s, they were living in Silverton, where they 
opened the Bonanza Creek Gallery and Hillie served on the municipal 
council. Their last move was to Port Coquitlam in 2008 to be nearer 
to health services and family, including their two grandchildren, Nissa 
and Eli.

Throughout her life, Hillie was generous, kind, musical, young at 
heart, and always game for a little adventure. She was a person who 
took stock of whatever life threw at her, then got to work to make things 
better. She also fully embraced the practice of gratitude, and she gave 
us all so much to be grateful for too.

Family and friends will gather to celebrate Hillie’s life on June 2, 
2024, in Port Coquitlam, with a portion of the event to be livestreamed 
for guests unable to attend in person. If you would like to participate, 
please email hillie.wells.col@gmail.com. A longer tribute to Hillie’s life 
can be found at https://bit.ly/hillie-COL.

SERVING THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY AND 
KOOTENAY REGION

• Tractors/agricultural equipment
• Construction equipment, light duty trucks 
   and trailers
• Welding and minor fabrication work
• Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!

by Moe Lyons
On May 1, the Mir Centre for 

Peace welcomed Tzeporah Berman 
to the Capitol Theatre to make a 
presentation entitled: ‘Lean in and 
Listen: Building Bridges in a World 
on Fire.’

Berman has been designing 
environmental campaigns and working 
on environmental policy in Canada 
and beyond for over 30 years. She is 
currently the International Program 
Director at Stand.earth and the Chair 
of the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative. She is the former co-
director of Greenpeace International’s 
Global Climate and Energy Program, 
and the co-founder of ForestEthics 
(now Stand.earth).

Berman began her activist career 
at Clayoquot Sound as a spokesperson 
during the historic protests in 1993. 
This was the largest act of civil 
disobedience in Canadian history, 
with over 10,000 people taking part 
and over 850 people arrested. She says 
she realized there was a crisis, and that 
“scientific research was going to take 
too long.” She was charged with aiding 
and abetting 857 criminal charges 
and was facing up to six years in 
prison. A team of lawyers came to her 
defence and she was acquitted under 
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
It was a huge learning experience for 
her, and one she would carry forward 
throughout her life. 

She said she came to realize that 
“blockading is not a strategy but a 
tactic,” but a very important tactic to 
back up strategy. “The only reason I 
ended up in the boardrooms,” she says, 
“is because of the blockades.”

Over time, she came to the 
conclusion that the way forward was 
to find “common ground” between 
the opposing sides in environmental 
disputes. “My work, my success has 
been in part because I jump between 
the worlds,” she said. This approach 
has caused some people to question 
her motives and morals. “Sometimes 
you feel like you’re not welcome 
anywhere.”

However, she forges ahead, and 
says she tries to “make sure we are 
not replicating the system we are 
trying to dismantle.” She says it is 
critical to remember what is also 
central is all the work that went 
before. Another key factor, she says, 
is “the incredible resilience and 
persistence we’re learning through 
the reconciliation process from the 
Indigenous leadership.”

Nowadays she directs  her 
energies towards the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty Initiative. 

“Social change is not linear,” she 
says. Eventually there is a tipping 
point. She believes this is where we 
are right now with fossil fuels – in the 
moment where it is cracking open.

One thing activists need to be 
aware of, she says, is that the people 
on the other side of the argument often 
have the knowledge needed to make 
the change. In doing social change 
work, honesty and transparency are 
really key. You need to be clear, and 
you cannot let go of your power. In 
the final analysis, it is really all about 
power.

Mir Centre presents one of Canada’s best-known environmental activists
Power and love, she says. 

However, “I am finding it really hard 
to love the fossil fuel industry right 
now!”

“They can’t transform to be 
diversified,” she says. “And they 
don’t plan to.” She says while fossil 
fuel companies spend 80% of their 
advertising money talking about 
being environmentally responsible, 
in fact they spend 98% of their money 
developing fossil fuel products and 
markets and 2% on renewables.

“Climate policy is complicated,” 
she says. “What is not complicated 
is the pollution that is trapped in 
our atmosphere today.” 86% of this 
pollution comes from three sources: 
oil, gas and coal.

In 2019, Berman received the 
Climate Breakthrough Project Award, 
which included $2 million to create 
breakthrough global strategies on 
climate change. At this point she 
looked at the Paris Agreement on 
climate change and saw that “the 

words do not exist” to talk about 
constraints on production. She says 
this is “because the fossil fuel industry 
has been successful in making their 
products invisible.”

“We have some really good climate 
policy in Canada,” she says. However, 
it all has to do with consumption, 
putting the onus on the consumer “to 
make us feel bad.” In fact, the idea of 
everyone having a “personal carbon 
footprint” was invented by British 
Petroleum. What we don’t have, 
she says, is climate policy or any 
international agreement to constrain 
the production of fossil fuels. The 
theory has been that the markets will 
constrain the supply of fossil fuels. 
It hasn’t worked. We are on track by 
2030 to have 110% more fossil fuel 
production than we can sustain if we 
want to keep the temperature increase 
at less than two degrees.

Berman decided what was needed 
was a companion agreement to the 
Paris Agreement that worked like the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Agreement. 
Historically, people realized that more 
nuclear weapons made the world less, 
not more safe. “It shifted the social 
norm.”

“We grew up thinking fossil fuels 
would bring us prosperity.” That 
thinking needs to change, she said.

Last year alone, 7.8 million people 
died from air pollution and 50 million 
from lethal heat caused by climate 
change. “Fossil fuels are the greatest 
cause of premature death on the 
planet.”

The idea for the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty Initiative came 
up in Vancouver on Zoom during 
COVID. Now, almost 3,000 scientists 
and academics have signed on, as 
well as 2,700 organizations around 
the world in 117 countries. Over 
100 cities have signed on, and 12 
countries, including Colombia, the 
fifth largest coal exporter in the world. 
The president of Colombia said they 
knew they were part of the problem 
but “we’re doing it just to feed our debt 
because our economy is dependent 

on it.”
“It’s exciting to watch the growth 

of this idea around the world,” says 
Berman. It gives her hope. “Hope is 
something we have to create with our 
actions.”

In the question and answer section 
of the evening, Berman was asked 
what she was optimistic about. She 
replied, “This moment! We are literally 
re-envisioning industrial society. It’s 
really exciting. Last year for the first 
time, more money was invested in 
renewable energy than fossil fuels.” 
She says it is now cheaper to build 
renewable energy than to use fossil 
fuels.

She says statistics show 90% 
of youth believe climate change is 
happening, and 75% of the general 
population. She says the most 
important thing people need to do it 
to talk about it and to demand change. 
She says to focus on governments, not 
on companies. Remember, she says, 
“You are not just consumers. You are 
citizens, and your government works 
for you.”

submitted
Work has begun in BC’s southern 

Interior to upgrade 482 kilometres of 
highways and side roads, renewing 
driving surfaces for local residents, 
travellers, and the movement of goods.

Three projects in our area are 
listed as “major resurfacing projects”: 
Highway 31A from New Denver to 
Fish Lake (13 kilometres), Slocan 
Valley side roads (17 kilometres), and 
Highway 6 from Nakusp to Burton (36 
kilometres).

Other major resurfacing projects 
in the southern interior this year are: 
Highway 22 Trail to Castlegar (20 
kilometres), Highway 3B Trail area 
(14 kilometres) Highway 3 Cranbrook 
arterial and area side roads (25.5 
kilometres), Highway 1 Revelstoke to 
four-lane (15.2 kilometres), Highway 
93 Roosville to Junction of Highway 
3 (37 kilometres), Highway 33 
Beaverdell to Carmi (9 kilometres), 
Highway 97 Swan Lake to Hanna Road 

Improvements coming to 
highways in the southern Interior

intermittent (52 kilometres), Highway 
3 Riverside Campground to Keremeos 
(16 kilometres), Highway 1 Hoffman’s 
Bluff to Little River intermittent (17 
kilometres), Cherryville area side 
roads (25 kilometres), Highway 97C 
Elkhart Brake Check to John’s Creek 
(23 kilometres), Highway 1 Valleyview 
to Orchards Walk and Barriere area 
side roads (40 kilometres), Highway 
97 Lynes Pit to Cody intermittent and 
Quesnel area side roads (67 kilometres), 
Highway 26 Forest service road (FSR) 
500 to Wingdam (21 kilometres).

In 2024, more than $122 million 
will be invested to resurface southern 
Interior highways and local roads, 
ensuring that drivers continue to 
have a safe and comfortable driving 
experience.

Drivers are reminded to observe 
construction zone speed limits and the 
direction of traffic-control personnel. 
Updates on delays and closures are 
available here: www.drivebc.ca
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

submitted
West Kootenay author Tom 

Wayman will launch two new books 
– a prose memoir and a collection of 
poems. There will be two launches: 
the Nelson Public Library, 602 
Stanley Street, on Wednesday, May 
29 and at the Nakusp Public Library, 
92 6th Avenue NW, on Thursday, 
May 30.

Both events begin at 7 pm and 
are free and open to the public.

Wayman’s memoir, from BC’s 
Harbour Publishing, is entitled The 
Road to Appledore or How I Went 
Back to the Land Without Ever 
Having Lived There in the First 
Place. The book covers Wayman’s 
adventures and misadventures since 
moving to the Slocan Valley in 
1989. Besides accounting for the 

Two new books that feature BC’s Slocan Valley to be launched in Nelson May 29 and Nakusp May 30
author’s reasons for relocating from 
Vancouver, the book describes his 
life in the Valley over three decades 
via the four seasons and the four 
classical elements: water, fire, earth 
and air.

“Everyone who lives here has 
their own story, of course,” Wayman 
said. “It’s very different to have been 
born in the area, and/or to have been 
brought up here, whereas I arrived in 
my 40s. Yet there’s enough overlap 
to all our stories – whether trouble 
on the waterline, the pleasures of 
gardening, or a bear in the kitchen 
– that I hope people enjoy reading 
about my discovery of the challenges 
and delights of West Kootenay life.”

Wayman’s new collection of 
poems, How Can You Live Here? 
from Alberta’s Frontenac House, 

gathers poems originally published in 
such journals as The Walrus, Queen’s 
Quarterly, and The Hudson Review. 
The poems look at the human and 
natural communities of the Slocan 
Valley through a more lyrical lens, 
although 21st century issues appear, 
too, including a section on living 
through the recent pandemic in a 
rural setting.

In 2022, Wayman received 
BC’s George Woodcock Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in the literary 
arts. Since 1973, he has had published 
books of fiction, poetry and cultural 
criticism, as well as having edited 
a number of poetry anthologies. In 
2015, the Vancouver Public Library 
named him a Vancouver Literary 
Landmark, with a plaque on the city’s 
Commercial Drive honouring his 

efforts to foreground people writing 
for themselves about their daily 

employment and its effects on them 
on and off the job.

Slocan Valley author, Tom Wayman has published two books recently.
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by Jan McMurray
Concept drawings of the new 

affordable housing project in Slocan 
were on display at an open house on 
May 8. Hosted by the Slocan Valley 
Housing Society, the event was held 
at the Slocan Legion.

“We’re still at preliminary stages 
and are projecting that the buildings 
will be finished and occupied about 
two years from now,” said Sally 
McKenzie, president of the Slocan 
Valley Housing Society. “When more 
detailed drawings are available, we’ll 
come back to the community.”

About 50 people came through 
the open house, checking out the 
concept drawings, chatting with 
society representatives, and leaving 
their comments on the Feedback Wall 

Slocan affordable housing project: Concept drawings on display at open house
or in the Comment Box. Attendees 
also had a chance to make suggestions 
for the name of the development.

The concept drawings show two 
townhouse-style buildings on the old 
curling club property, between Hume 
and Harold Streets on Fitz Avenue. 
Both buildings will have two storeys. 
In total, there will be 10 units: four 
one-bedrooms, two two-bedrooms 
and four three-bedrooms. Seven of 
them will be rented at rates according 
to tenants’ incomes (30% of gross 
household income or less), and three 
will be rented at market rates.

The two- and three-bedroom units 
will all be two-floor units, so they will 
have an upstairs and a downstairs. 

One of the buildings will have 
four one-bedroom units (two on the 

ground floor and two on the second 
storey) and two three-bedroom 
units. The other building will have 
two three-bedrooms and two two-
bedrooms.

The two ground-level one-
bedrooms will be fully accessible, 
and two of the three-bedrooms will be 
adaptable, meaning they can easily be 
converted to accessible units.

Each unit has a covered car 
port, and either an outdoor patio 
or balcony space. There is also a 
common outdoor space between the 
two buildings.

Boni-Madden Architects out 
of Vancouver is the architect. The 
society is working with M’akola 
Development Services and the Village 
of Slocan on the project.

For more information, visit 
svhousing.ca or reach out to the 

society at 250-226-7136 or info@
svhousing.ca.

The Slocan Valley Housing Society held an open house on May 8 in the Legion Hall.

submitted
School District 8 (Kootenay 

Lake) has announced the school 
principal and vice-principal transfers 
and appointments for the 2024-2025 
school year, effective August 1, 
2024.

Danielle Klassen, currently 
interim principal of Brent Kennedy, 
has been given the permanent 
principalship at BKES. Klassen has 
served as vice-principal of Trafalgar 
and LV Rogers Secondary since 
2021, and has taught intermediate 
and middle school grades since 2015. 
She assumes the role at BKES from 
Principal Jennifer Kooznetsoff, who 
has been appointed principal of WE 
Graham Community School in the 
Village of Slocan. 

SD 8 school leadership changes for 2024-2025

Andre McDowell has been hired 
to lead Winlaw Elementary School. 
Principal McDowell has served 
as principal of Tahltan School in 
School District 67 (Stikine) since 
2021, vice-principal since 2019, and 
a teacher since 2015. He will take 
over from Principal Monica Doyle, 
who is retiring in 2024. Principal 
Doyle has served as a school leader 
for nine years in SD 8, four of those 
at Winlaw Elementary, and she has 
taught in SD 8 since 1986.

Principal Darryl Adams has been 
appointed principal of Kootenay 
River Secondary after serving 
as principal of Adam Robertson 
Elementary since 2021. Principal 
Adams has been in a school 
leadership role in SD 8 since 2017 
and has taught since 2008.

Danielle Klassen has been given the permanent 
principalship at Brent Kennedy School.

Andre McDowell takes over as principal at  
Winlaw Elementary School.

Darryl Adams has been appointed principal of 
Kootenay River Secondary.

submitted
On Saturday, May 25 from 9 

am to 3 pm, the Slocan Community 
Library will host a community garage 
sale event. Be sure to drop by the 
library to grab a coffee and get your 
map of all of the garage sale locations 
around the Village of Slocan.

The best place to start the 
community garage sale tour is at 
the library at 710 Harold Street. 
On the front lawn of the library, the 
Grassroots Grammas will be selling 
their wares and delicious snacks. All 
proceeds go to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation.

Community garage sale event in 
the Village of Slocan

Inside the library, there will be 
the Big Book Sale in the hallway. 
The shelves are bursting with lots of 
new donations. There are books to 
suit every taste and all books are for 
sale by donation. If you don’t have 
a $10 library membership yet, talk 
to our helpful volunteers and take 
some time to browse our amazing 
collection.

If you are interested in having 
your own garage sale, contact 
the Slocan Community Library 
(slocancommunitylibrary@gmail.
com) before May 24 to get your 
location on the map.

Slocan Community Library will host a community garage sale, May 25. The hallway is set up for 
book sales by donation.
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Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

— Hummingbird feeders —

Manures, top soil, 
seedling mix

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels. 
Kootenay’s largest supplier. New 

lower pricing on many fencing items

Clothing & socks
Wheelbarrows, 
rakes, shovels, 

hoses, sprinklers...
We have all 

your gardening 
supplies!

Mumm’s sprouting 
seeds for nutritional 

supplement

Drywall & mud, insulation
Seedling starter trays, 

soil, domes, seeds 

Sloggers rubber boots 
& garden shoes

New Shipment of 
fencing & posts

Seed potatoes 
& Onion sets

by Moe Lyons
On April  27,  Forest 

McCormack ,  a  four th-
generation farmer, welcomed 
several Young Agrarians and 
other interested parties to tour 
his family farm in Burton. 
This tour was a fascinating 
experience for all concerned, 
with the opportunity to talk 
about tree crops, regenerative 
growing pract ices ,  and 
developing climate-resilient 
farm systems. People came 
from all over, including 
Meadow Creek, Harrop, 
Kaslo, Iona, New Denver and 
elsewhere.

M c C o r m a c k  F a r m 
comprises 175 acres and leases 
40 more, and is one of the 
largest farms in the region to 
be integrating silvopasture 
practices – the combination 
of tree crop production with 
rotationally-grazed livestock. 
After 120 years of raising 
cattle, chickens and other 
livestock, the family is now in 
the process of planting out their 
existing open pastures with 
numerous tree species. This 
is an innovative approach that 
provides fodder for animals, 

How to survive though farming
food for people, timber, and 
other long-term resources. As 
well, the trees offer shelter for 
livestock, improved pasture 
quality, enhanced biodiversity, 
and increased resilience of the 
farm to extremes in weather, 
climate change needing to be 
factored in to any vision of 
the future.

The farm has its own 
sawmill where they process 
wood from their forested 
land, and McCormack says 
they can barely keep up with 
their own wood supply. As 
well, they are growing about 
50 species of trees, some of 
which are experimental to 
see if they can survive here. 
They plan to create a hazelnut 
grove, and mostly to grow 
trees they know will work and 
for which they have a market. 
They are able to try numerous 
species because their growing 
environment is quite varied. 
“The potential is limitless,” 
McCormack says.

McCormack says they 
are practising ‘agroforestry’ 
in order to survive. “You just 
can’t afford to grow food the 
way you used to,” he says. 

“The price of my feed has 
gone up by six times. I can’t 
raise the price of my meat by 
six times. And then the other 
day I was in the supermarket 
in town and they were selling 
ground beef for $4 a pound. 
Of course it’s garbage, but....”

He says they could make 
money by selling carbon 
credits, but he is totally 
opposed to the practice. “Why 
should my good work allow 
industrial activity to be so 
shitty?”

McCormack’s motivation 
to create a new way of farming, 
he says, is “trying to make it so 

that future generations can do 
with it what they will. I am not 
trying to make them continue 
to do what I am doing, I am 
just trying to make it possible 
for them to choose to be here.”

So he is doing everything 
he can to make their situation 
viable. Recently he has been 
posting on Hipcamp and 
Camping in British Columbia 
that they are setting up a 
rural campsite, ‘McCormack 
Permaculture Camping,’ with 
the opportunity for people 
to experience rural life. And 
of course they continue to 
sell their excellent beef and 

eggs, as well as custom and 
dimensional lumber. Their 
Facebook page says: “Since 
1903, four generations of the 

McCormack Family have 
made the production of food 
and land stewardship their 
paramount goals.”

McCormack Farm is producing so much timber in their managed forest that 
their small sawmill can barely keep up with the supply. 
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

Residents of Fauquier can 
continue to enjoy accessible 
athletics, arts, and events after 
a local non-profit received 
funding from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay. 

The Fauquier Community, 
Arts, Recreation, and Events 
Society  (CARES) wil l 
use a $3,000 Community 
Development grant for its 
“low- to no-barrier” activities, 
said David Snyder, grants 
and athletics director. A CBT 
ReDi grant of $3,000 will be 
adjudicated at the next RDCK 
regular board meeting on 
May 16.

“We’re going to get punch 
passes to try and start up a 
youth golf club, essentially a 
free round of golf for the kids 
paid for by the grant,” said 
Snyder. “We even have four 
semi-pros in the area that are 
able to work with and teach 
the youth. Just always trying 
to decrease barriers to entry.”

Snyder explained that 
it’s equally as important for 
the golf course to receive the 
support as it is for the youth. 

“ T h i s  w a y  w e ’ r e 
supporting the community 
clubs because – like the golf 
course – they really need the 
support from the community 
in order to keep the lights on.”

Some of the grant funds 
will also pay for hall rentals 
for hosting other CARES 
activities and events.

Harmony in Motion 
is the other new program 

Fauquier non-profit ‘CARES’ for the community through arts, sports and music 
CARES is starting up with 
the grant funding. Making use 
of donated instruments, the 
society hopes to offer piano, 
guitar, and drum lessons.

“Just being out where 
we are, we have to entice 
instructors to come down 
this way,” said Snyder, “so 
hopefully the grant can help 
with that.”

Wi th  o the r  g r an t s , 
CARES has purchased game 
equipment like disc golf, 
bocce, spike ball, and bean 
bag toss. 

“ A n y o n e  i n  t h e 
community and anyone that 
lives within the area are 
able to borrow any of these 
activities, free of charge,” 
said Snyder. 

The only problem was 
that CARES didn’t have a 
place to store the equipment; 
it was scattered among the 
various team members, 
making borrowing logistics 
tricky.

“With the ReDi grant, 
we’re hoping to get a storage 
container to put in a central 
location. That way, we’ll 
know everything is there 
in one spot for people to 
borrow,” he said.
It takes a village

Originally called the 
Parents’ Committee, the 
society formed after several 
new parents moved to the 
community, said Jessica 
Martin-Thompson, president 
of CARES. At that time, the 
committee’s focus was on 
younger children’s activities.

“But we started hearing 

from neighbours who didn’t 
have kids at home anymore 
who wanted to be involved 
with the community and with 
the kids and youth of the 
community,” she said.  

The committee expanded 
to include all ages, and CARES 
was officially registered as a 
formal non-profit last May. 
Its mission: to create a vibrant 
community where children, 
youth, adults, and seniors are 
engaged in artistic, social, and 
outdoor pursuits with little to 
no barriers.  

During its first year, 
CARES hosted various 
programs and activities 
dipping into each of its facets: 
community, arts, recreation, 
and events.

“There are so many 
creat ive people in our 
community, so we’re tapping 
into their skillsets,” said 
Martin-Thompson. “We listen 
to the community and do what 
they want to do.”

There have been paint 
nights, disc golf, needle 
felting, and a Hallowe’en 
party. The kids’ day during 
the Fauq Fest music festival 
in September was a hit, as was 
the silent auction fundraiser, 

said Martin-Thompson. 
When asked what her 

favourite program was, she 
had a hard time choosing.

“I want to be part of 
community and I want my 
kids to understand being part 
of communities, so for me the 
best part of CARES is getting 
to know my neighbours and 
working together,” she said. 
One year celebration

To celebrate its first 
birthday, CARES will be 
hosting a gathering on May 
26, from 11 am to 2 pm at the 
Fauquier Outdoor Pavilion. 
Come out for games like 
frisbee golf, horseshoes, 
and tug-o-war, along with 
a BBQ with cakes and 
beverages. There will also 
be a community garage sale. 

Correction
Bryn Wethal of Nakusp 

won second place in the 
province for her essay in the 
Junior Essay category of the 
Youth Remembrance Contest 
of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Apologies for referring to 
Bryn as a male in our last 
issue.
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About 20 participants listen closely to Forest McCormack as he talks about his 
innovative approach to surviving as a farmer and food producer in the West Kootenay.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-8 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the 
summer. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
The best in Spring / Summer ‘24 eco fashion is here from Victoria’s Leka Design – a wom-
en-led small business that turns sustainable linen & hemp fabrics into gorgeous creations, 

and from the Valley’s own Nomads – it’s hard to beat cool, locally-designed bamboo 
and hemp clothing! • Gracing our shelves and racks at present is the finest selection 
of journals and greeting cards we’ve seen in awhile, and our book collection is not bad 
either. One interesting new addition is Douglas Lake Ranch: Empire of Grass exploring 
Canada’s largest ranch, located between Kelowna and Merritt. Japanese-Canadian 
author Donna Yoshitake Wuest, who grew up on Vernon’s Coldstream Ranch, details the 
fascinating history of this unique ranch founded in the mid-1880s • Thanks for shopping 
locally – we hope to see you soon! • Hours: Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 5:00 
pm • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com • 

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Jan McMurray
Seventeen Lucerne School 

students have just come back from 
the Goodwill Shakespeare Festival, 
otherwise known as Shakesfest, in 
Vernon.

“The kids have an amazing 
time!” said lead teacher Margot 
Baker. “The connections they make 
are incomparable. We have watched 
anxious and shy students transform 
before our eyes as they make new 
friends and branch off into a new 
world of independence.”

This is the biggest theatre festival 
in BC and has been running for 
21 years. Taking place over three 
days, the festival includes daytime 
seminars and workshops, and 
evening performances. 

“Theatre sports was a crazy 
awesome new addition. It was my 
favourite by far!” said student Levi 
Palmer.

Another student, Eden Lillies, 
said she wanted to go to hang out 
with friends, “but I ended up having 
a lot of fun learning about makeup. I 
met lots of cool people, and I’m very 
thankful for the opportunity to go.”

The trip costs about $10,000, 
so the students work hard to raise 
funds. This year, they prepared three 
evenings of community meals and 
solicited donations from community 
businesses. Baker estimates that they Lucerne students at Shakesfest.

Lucerne students thankful to attend Shakesfest
each spend about 16 hours to the 
cause. They thank the youth centre, 
Parents’ Advisory Council, Burgin 
Jacobs, New Denver Community 
Pharmacy and Lucerne School for 
the generous donations.

Baker says they are all committed 
to attending next year. “Many 

students go each year their schools 
attend, so the connections they make 
with peers grow each year. It’s like 
drama camp. They get to engage with 
professionals regarding all aspects of 
theatre and acting performances. We 
had the magical chance to watch kids 
make core memories.”

Author Vera Maloff released her new book, They Called Him a Radical, at the Slocan Lake Arts 
Council gallery in Silverton May 4. The book publishes her grandfather Peter Maloff’s memoir 

in English for the first time. Pete Maloff was a major peace activist among the Doukhobor 
movement of the early to mid-20th century and Vera hopes to also publish her grandfather’s 

two-volume Doukhobor history once it’s translated from Russian.
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submitted
The final total for the amount of 

money raised at January’s fundraiser 
for Doctors without Borders/MSF is 
finally in! Silverton/New Denver and 
environs raised over $14,257. A bit 
more than $100 is yet to come from a 

MSF benefit raises over $14,000
refund from BC Liquor Control Board.

“When we started this, I was 
hoping for $5,000, would have been 
ecstatic at $10,000. And look at what 
we all did! We owe huge thanks to 
everyone,” says overall coordinator 
Moe Lyons.
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Proud to bring you the 16th season!

Walk - In - Hours: 11 am - 4 pm. Tues. - Sat. * INFO: 250.265.8888
203 FIFTH AVE. NW. • ESSENTIAL STOP IN NAKUSP

MAY 10 - MAY 25 	 • DALE BYHRE 
MAY 28 - JUNE 15 	 • KAREN MILLARD 
JUNE 18 - JULY 6 	 • LINDA CYRENNE 
JULY 9 -  JULY 27 	 • CHARLENE DUNCAN 
JULY 31  -  AUG.17 	 • STEPHANIE GAUVIN 
AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7 	 • MAUREEN HOWARD 
SEPTEMBER 11 - 28 • GRANT WADDELL 

by Art Joyce
Nakusp artist Nik Black has 

announced the exhibition of a new 
series of pastel artworks, ‘Soft and 
Light,’ available for viewing at the 
Nakusp Integrated Health from 9 am 
to 5 pm. Black previously exhibited in 
the Nakusp library via remote Zoom 
broadcast during the 2023 Columbia 
Basin Culture Tour. ‘Soft and Light’ will 
exhibit until May 30. 

As an artist facing mobility 
challenges, Black studies art through 
various online courses, learning pastels 
from online tutor Jen Robson, who is 
based in Fife, Scotland. “With her urging 
and a YouTube video called ‘Secrets of 
the Dust’ by Tom Walker, I jumped in,” 
says Black. “I’m also very interested in 
Tara Will and the work she’s doing in 
pastel, I’m looking forward to studying 
with her in future.” 

The show consists of seven soft 
pastel drawings and paintings, and one 
acrylic painting, ranging in sizes from 
24x18 to 14x11 inches. All were painted 
from 2022 to the present, using flower 
bouquets from local gardens as subject 
material. The new artworks aim for a 
light touch, with “light petals and soft 
reflections, in contrast to my large and 
boisterous being.”

“These treasures from my past, 
mingled with blooms, act to ground my 
musing. The delicate petals remind me 
of the tenderness of life, and to cherish 
the fragrant moments. Constructing the 
tangled stems and raucous colours of 
the garden into something I’ve never 
achieved before. I really challenged 
myself to develop a light touch, and to 
embrace the dust. Again I’m working 
with simplified palettes and choosing to 
layer my colours, creating something a 
little bit different.”

Black credits great-grandparents 
for inspiration to create despite physical 
challenges. “The longest living of them 
was Tilli, who lived to 103. She was 
diminutive in body, and enormous in 
spirit. She taught me that delicateness 
isn’t weak, and that my life need not be 
determined by my physical self.” 

Black would like to thank both 
the Nakusp Integrated Health clinic 
and Kootenay Rose Florals “for an 
abundance of blooms.”  

Pastels by Nik Black are on display now at Nakusp Interated Health.

Nik Black to exhibit new pastel works in Nakusp

Resounding ‘no’ to 
curbside collection
by Jan McMurray

The ‘no’ vote was the clear winner 
of both referendums recently held in the 
RDCK on curbside collection of garbage, 
recycling and compost.

For Area H residents living in the 
southern end of the Slocan Valley from 
Passmore Old Road to Bonnington, 
as well as some Area F residents, the 
referendum asked if people would pay 
up to $280 per year for the service.

Of 1,157 votes, 1,025 were ‘no’ 
votes and 131 were ‘yes’ votes, according 
to unofficial results released May 13. 
Official results were expected May 14. 
Voter turnout was 30%.

Electors could vote at Crescent 
Valley Hall, the Nelson RDCK office or 
by mail-in ballot. The other referendum 
on the same topic for a portion of Area J 
residents (near Castlegar) had the same 
result – a resounding ‘no.’ In that vote, 
unofficial results show 830 were against 
and 103 were for curbside collection. 
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Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Groceries, 
produce, 

snacks, drinks, 
treats and local 

products
Weekend hours

Fri 9-5:30
Sat 9-5:30
Sun closed
Mon closed 

Have a great 
weekend

250-353-2594
433 Front Street Kaslo • 250.353.2432 

trueblue.hware@gmail.com

Come celebrate 
May Days in 

Kaslo!

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Stop by and see our new 
summer hats, clothing, cards, 

and much more. Open all 
weekend.

HAVE A GREAT 
MAY DAYS 

2024

MEAT 
MARKET 
& DELI

425 Front Street, Kaslo
Ph/Fax: (250) 353-2436

submitted
The vibrant and picturesque 

community of Kaslo is gearing 
up to host its much-anticipated 
annual event, Kaslo May Days, 
from May 18 to 20. This three-day 
festival promises a delightful blend 
of entertainment, activities, and fun 
for residents and visitors alike. 

Kaslo May Days has been a 
cherished tradition since 1892, 
heralding the arrival of summer 
with a variety of festivities that 
showcase the rich culture and spirit 
of the region. From lively musical 
performances to thrilling sporting 
events, there is something for 
everyone to enjoy. 

This year’s lineup features 
an exciting array of attractions, 
including: 

Kaslo May Days 2024: A celebration of community, music, and fun 
Live music: From local talent to 

renowned artists, the stage in Vimy 
Park will come alive with the sounds 
of music. Attendees can look forward 
to an eclectic mix of genres, ensuring 
a memorable experience for music 
lovers of all tastes. 

Family-friendly activities: 
Kaslo May Days is a celebration for 
all ages, with a host of family-friendly 
activities planned throughout the 
weekend. From performances to face 
painting, there will be no shortage of 
fun for the little ones. 

Logger sports: Celebrating their 
50th anniversary, the competition 
continues to draw competitors and 
spectators from across the continent 
and beyond. Be sure to check out all 
the thrilling action on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Show ‘n’ Shine: Your chance to 
view hundreds of unique cars lined 
up on picturesque Front Street, from 
1900s antiques to rare sports cars and 
much more on Sunday the 19th. 

Vendor market: With over 40 
vendors set up in Vimy Park, there 
will be truly something for everyone 
with a wide variety of artisans 
and community organizations 
participating. Food vendors will be 
serving up delicious fare, tantalizing 
taste buds and satisfying cravings. 

Parade: Come see all the fun 

at noon on Monday – this year’s 
theme is the ’70s in honour of the 
Langham and Logger Sports 50th 
anniversaries. 

Maypole dance: Following 
the parade, head to Vimy Park for a 
performance by the Kootenay Kilties 
and view the longest consecutive 
annual Maypole dance in North 
America! 

Community engagement: 
Kaslo May Days is not just an event –
it’s a celebration of community spirit 
and togetherness. Local businesses, 

organizations, and volunteers come 
together to make this event possible, 
fostering a sense of unity and pride 
in the community. 

We are thrilled to once again 
welcome friends, neighbours, and 
visitors to Kaslo May Days. This 
event is a testament to the vibrant 
spirit of our community. We invite 
everyone to join us for a weekend of 
fun, laughter, and celebration. 

For a full schedule of events and 
more information, please visit www.
kaslochamber.com.

submitted
Kaslo’s main street is adorned 

with fresh new banners, just in time 
for May Days.

The North Kootenay Lake 
Arts Council (NKLAC) has not 
been very active in the past few 
years and consequently the bi-
annual painting of new banners to 
adorn the lamp standards on Front 
Street in downtown Kaslo has not 
happened. Some of the ‘old’ banners 
were displayed last year, but it was 
obvious that most of them were 
wearing out and would need to be 
replaced.

In keeping with tradition, the 
old banners get auctioned off every 
two years, and with the generous 
support of patrons who attended 

Colourful new banners painted by local artists and community members have recently been 
hung on Kaslo’s downtown lamp standards.

2024 Kaslo Front Street Banner Replacement Project
NKLAC’s Salon of the Arts 
Showcase performance earlier this 
year, and some additional funding 
from the Village of Kaslo, NKLAC 
was able to purchase 22 new blank 
banners. These new banners have 
now been painted by local artists and 
community members just in time for 
Kaslo May Days 2024. 

Each person who painted a 
banner received a small honorarium 
to acknowledge their time & talent 
and help them cover the cost of 
paint. NKLAC will also be creating 
a ‘Banner Map’ with the name of 
the artist and the location of their 
banner, which will be available at the 
NKLAC booth at the Kaslo Saturday 

Market whenever there is an ‘Art in 
the Market’ presenter (check the FB 
page or email nklarts@kaslo.org)

NKLAC believes that the 
connection between well-being and 
art is evident throughout the world. 
It has been well documented that 
engaging in creative expression 
helps maintain our immune systems 
and is clinically proven to reduce 
stress, elevate mood, and lower 
blood pressure! Combine these 
findings with the benefits of walking 
around the downtown core and 
enjoying the colourful banners and 
we’ve got a win-win for enhancing 
the well-being of community 
members and tourists alike.
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BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
welcomes you to New Denver welcomes you to New Denver 

May DaysMay Days
• Guitars and Accessories

• Musical Instruments
• Stereo Equipment - Turntables

• Vintage Vinyl Records
• New Vinyl Records

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

May Days means that 
barbecue season is upon us!
Stop by for all your barbecue supplies - 

meats, vegetables, sauces, etc.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shop@newmarketfoods.com

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

May Days Long Weekend
Saturday & Sunday, May 18/19

   10.00 am - 4.00 pm

OPEN HOUSE 
  -PHOTOGRAPHY 

-LANTERNS
-WOODWORK
-COFFEE BAR

   GALLERY
            303
       
          303  6TH AVENUE,  NEW DENVER,  BC

... but first, coffee!

by Jan McMurray
May Days in New Denver is a 

cornerstone community event – a 
wonderful time to be out connecting 
with friends, neighbours, family, 
community members and visitors. 
This family-friendly event on 
Sunday of the long weekend is full 
of fun activities for everyone.

First up is the pancake breakfast at 
Bosun Hall, organized by the Slocan 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. 
People come back year after year for 

New Denver celebrates May Days on Sunday
this deliciously hearty breakfast – a 
great way to start the day! Breakfast 
is served from 8 am to 10:30 am.

The Soap Box Derby starts at 10 
am, on the main street not far from 
Bosun Hall. Kids 5-12 can register at 
9:30 am. Derby racers are provided, 
but kids must bring their helmets 
and wear closed-toe shoes. The New 
Denver and Area Volunteer Fire 
Department hosts this event every 
year – a big hit with the kids!

After the Derby, the crowd heads 

down to Centennial Park for a lineup 
of tried-and-true May Days events. 
The kids love the Games of Chance, 
starting at 1 pm, and the kids’ races, 
starting at 2 pm.

Talking about tradition, the 
Thomlinson bocce tournament 
gets underway at 1 pm. Teams can 
sometimes sign up on the spot.

Wander around the park and 
check out the market, the bocce 
tournament, the kids’ activities, and 
grab refreshments at the hot and cold 
booth (open from 10 am to 7 pm) and 
the Bavarian Gardens (open noon to 
7 pm) – all to the music provided by 
DJ Payne.

The parade lines up at Bosun 
Hall at 5 pm. If you want to decorate 
your bike to join in, you can go to the 
pump track at 3:30 and deck your 
bike out.

After the parade, at 6 pm, the 
Citizen of the Year, prize-winners and 
duck race winners will be announced.

An evening music program starts 
at 5 pm and goes till 10 pm. Several 
local musicians are on the roster, 
including Carol Boccaccio, Arlen 
and Rachel, Michael Huber, School 
of Rock and Happenstance.

Many thanks to this year’s May 
Days Committee!

Chris Hildebrand receives a Citizen of the Year award from New Denver Mayor Len Casely.

by Jan McMurray
The Village of New Denver 

is  looking for a new Chief 
Administrative Officer.

The job posting was posted 
on the Village website on May 
10.

“This position will remain 
open until a suitable candidate 
is found, however complete 

New Denver seeks new CAO
applications including cover 
letter, resume and references will 
be reviewed as early as May 17, 
2024,” the job posting states.

We contacted current CAO 
Lisa Scott for more information, 
but she said she cannot answer 
our questions until her new 
employer has had the opportunity 
to announce her new position.
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Kent Trevor 
Peter Mantler
December 31,1983 – 

February 20, 2024
Tragically, Kent passed away in 

a motor vehicle accident on February 
20, 2024, near New Denver, BC.

Born in Vancouver, BC, the 
fourth child of six, he grew up in 
Burnaby. 

His skills as a mechanic lead him 
to work in Alberta and Saskatchewan, 

and finally back to Nelson, BC. He had spent the last couple years living 
with family in the lower mainland.

As a young man – his kind and generous heart touched many lives. 
He had many friends throughout Western Canada.

Survived by his mother, Diana Meier Mantler Harris, father, Peter 
Mantler, Siblings, Danella Mantler Roddick, Julianne Mantler, Mark 
Mantler (wife Heather), Corrina Mantler Joyce (husband Chris), Reannan 
Mantler, nieces and nephews, aunts and uncles, and his Opa – Kurt Meier.

Celebration of life to be held at St. Markus Church,
1573 East 18 Avenue in Vancouver May 31, 2024 at 2 pm

Our family would like to express our deepest gratitude to everyone 
that was involved in Kent’s respectful recovery:

• Slocan Lake RCMP, and particularly Cst Nicholas Alpaugh,
• Nakusp RCMP,
• New Denver Fire and Rescue, 
• Kaslo Search and Rescue,
• BC Highway Patrol-Nelson,
• North Nakusp Towing, 
• BC Coroner Service, 
And a special thank you to the person in the Telus truck who took the 

time to call in their concern when they spotted his car in the ravine, you 
helped our family get a lot of answers.

 Additional thanks to the Vancouver Police Department and the 
Chilliwack RCMP for all their efforts when he was listed as a missing 
person.  We will be forever grateful for all of your help.

In lieu of flowers, donations to New Denver Fire and Rescue, Kaslo 
Search and Rescue, or the charity of your choice would be greatly 
appreciated.

There are no words to heal our pain - 

submitted
Nelson resident Corinne Mori has 

announced her Independent candidacy 
for the new provincial riding of 
Kootenay Central in the upcoming 
BC election scheduled for the fall. 
Kootenay Central includes Kaslo 
and Area D, New Denver, Silverton 
and Nakusp, as well as Nelson and 
Creston areas.

Mori, who resides just outside 
Nelson, says she chose to run as an 
independent because she believes 
Kootenay residents are looking for an 
alternative to status quo politics. “All 
across BC, people are signaling a need 
for political reformation,” she says.

She points to past low voter turnout 
as evidence of just how disillusioned 
and underwhelmed voters have been 
in past. “If only half the population 
is turning up to vote, it’s a clear 

Corinne Mori announces Independent candidacy for BC election 
indication that either we have fallen 
short in educating the public about 
our political system, or we’re failing 
to provide candidates who merit their 
vote,” states Mori. 

Corinne  Mor i ’s  campaign 
prioritizes practical solutions over 
rhetoric, focusing on healthcare reform, 
homeownership programs, and taxation 
cuts. “The government’s expansion is 
surpassing our financial capacity to 
pay for it. Larger governments create 
increased bureaucracy and red tape, 
leading to decreased service standards 
and inefficiencies,” she states. “What 
started out as over-regulation results in 
over-taxation, often with more money 
going to administer the system than 
what the system provides back to the 
public.” 

She says being an Independent 
candidate offers the advantage of 

having a representative who is free to 
advocate for the constituents’ interests 
without being constrained by party 
agendas. Independent representation 
answers directly to the people, giving 
constituents’ voices more power in 
political decisions. 

Corinne Mori’s broad background 
in rural healthcare, construction, and 
small business not only offers practical 
expertise but also provides a solid 
foundation for addressing systemic 
challenges in the healthcare and 
housing sectors. Rural communities 
face unique challenges in accessing 
healthcare services, and Mori is not 
only well-versed in these challenges 
but she is also committed to defending 
these essential services. 

The pivotal factor propelling Mori 
into politics was her recent venture in 
mobilizing a grassroots community 

network aimed at monitoring local 
RDCK operations. “Through our 
team’s thorough exploration of the 
RDCK’s financial management and 
service delivery, we devised strategies 
to simplify complex government 
operations for the public, enabling 

citizens to engage effectively,” said 
Mori. “This proactive approach, 
working along with directors, resulted 
in greater accountability and lowered 
taxation rates. It was fascinating to 
watch the democratic process actually 
work.”

submitted
Peter MacIsaac, retired firefighter, 

fire investigator and game warden 
from Nova Scotia’s Natural Resources 
(29 years) has plenty to say about 
Canada’s new trend of massive 
wildfires. 

Peter’s own province, Nova 
Scotia, had its largest fire in history 
in 2023. In an interview last fall with 
international lawyer Reiner Fullmich, 
Peter explained that he formed a 
“crack team of six of the best guys I 
worked with over my career” and tried 
to offer their services. “I contacted 
the Premier, the head, the Minister of 
Natural Resources, all the key people 
to try to get things done. Everywhere 
we went, we banged our head into a 
wall and they were flat out unwilling 
to take us on. They were bringing 
people in, I think from as far away as 
South Africa, when they had a team of 
experts here at home,” he said. 

So what’s really going on in 
Canada with record-breaking fires?

In regards to the recent Quebec 
fire, Peter says he talked to friends 

Retired forest fire investigator to 
speak in Nelson May 28

in the military and other forest 
fire investigators “and our general 
consensus is that what happened in 
Quebec looked, from the training I’ve 
had, to have been a coordinated arson 
attack. And unless I see hard evidence 
to the contrary, that’s my professional 
opinion...”

Here in BC, we’ve had several 
out-of-control fires that residents have 
said were grossly mismanaged. What 
started as a small fire in the Monte 
Lake/Paxton area grew out of control 
when BCWS told the residents to not 
attempt to put it out themselves while 
it was small even though they had 
experience and heavy equipment. In 
the Shuswap fire, one resident who 
remained to (successfully) protect her 
home from burning said, “The first 
building to burn down was the fire 
hall. That says it all.” 

It’s time to talk openly about 
what’s really going on! Anyone 
who wants to learn the truth of 
these fires can attend Peter’s talk 
May 28 at Taghum Hall or message 
timetotalkpresents@proton.me. 
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

FOREVER HOME NEEDED 
for Mr. Butters!

Mr. Butters is 4 years young, handsome 
and smart.  He’s very social, likes people 
and responds to “treat” and “food”! He has 
recently lost his owner. Mr. Butters would 
love to curl up on your lap and tell you his 
stories. Is your home the right fit for Mr. But-
ters? Phone PALS today at 250-265-3792.

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

It was a strong turnout on the 
evening of May 8 for the Nakusp 
and Area Community Forest 
(NACFOR) open house. Brochures 
and posters with information on 
various completed and ongoing 
projects were on display, and staff 
and board directors were available 
to answer questions.

Operating since 2008, NACFOR 
is 100% owned by the Village of 
Nakusp, allowing the community 
to benefit from forestry operations. 
NACFOR has been managed 
under contract by Cabin Resource 
Management for the past year.

“Community forestry is a 
very direct reflection of our goal 
as foresters to uphold the public 
interest,” said Mike Crone, NACFOR 
project manager. “I’ve enjoyed 
zooming in scale-wise to such a 
small land base and really getting 
to know everything that’s going on. 
But at the same time, the scope is 
way wider than what you get to do 
in regular forestry. You get to do a 
bunch of everything, and get super 
involved in the community while 
doing it, which is exciting.”
Forest operations

On display was the 2024 Forest 
Operations Map (FOM), which is 
open for public review and comment 
until May 25.

NACFOR manages 9,192 

Nakusp community forest hosts open house 
hectares of forest land base. The 
FOM depicts proposed and finalized 
cutblocks, wildlife tree retention 
areas, and road sections.

“Lots of it’s out in the McDonald 
Creek area, focusing on chasing fir 
beetle,” said Crone. “We are looking 
to harvest just under 20,000 metres 
total.”

Douglas-fir bark beetle is a 
native species related to the mountain 
pine and spruce beetles. It attacks 
dead or dying trees. Populations are 
increasing to epidemic levels due to 
warmer winters and other favourable 
conditions. Larger populations of 
beetles can target otherwise healthy 
Douglas-fir trees. 

To manage the beetle, NACFOR 
uses pheromone funnel traps to 
lure the insects away from trees. 
However, as populations rise, this 
is becoming more of a monitoring 
strategy. NACFOR also fells ‘trap 
trees’ near infestations, to hopefully 
attract the beetles away from healthy 
trees and towards the susceptible 
fallen trees. 

To review and comment on the 
FOM, visit https://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/
public/projects
Tributary restoration

The Arrow Lakes Tributary 
Habitat Restoration Project is a new 
initiative this year.

In the fall, NACFOR will begin 
planting deciduous and coniferous 
trees, native shrubs, and grass species 

as part of riparian restoration of 
Taite Creek. Parts of the Taite Creek 
watershed were burned by wildfire in 
2021. The initiative will protect fish 
habitat, restore and enhance wildlife 
habitat and connectivity, and reduce 
sedimentation and erosion. Funding 
will come from Columbia Basin 
Trust (CBT) and NACFOR.

NACFOR will also work with 
the Sinixt Confederacy on the 
Mosquito Creek In-Stream Habitat 
Enhancement project. This will see 
the restoration and enhancement 
of up to 33 kilometres of in-stream 
habitat through stream channel 
stabilization and erosion control. 
Important species include rainbow 
trout, bull trout, and kokanee. Plan 
development will begin this year, 
with in-stream work starting in 
2025. The Sinixt Confederacy 
applied for funding from the Habitat 
Conservation Trust Foundation. 
NACFOR will also seek funds from 
CBT.

“If these two projects go well, 
we’re hoping it can be a regular, 
long-term initiative up and down the 
Arrow Lakes,” said Crone. 
Community benefit

NACFOR uses forest operation 
revenues to give back to the 
community in several ways.

In partnership with School 
District 10, NACFOR supports 
student learning through hiking and 
nature activities, tree planting, tree 

and plant identification, and biologist 
talks. 

NACFOR disburses funds to 
community groups and projects via 
its dividends, determined by the 
NACFOR board of directors and 
presented annually to the Village 
of Nakusp. The Village invests the 
funds into the NACFOR Legacy 
Fund, which gets disbursed to 
projects that benefit communities in 
Nakusp, Area K, and Summit Lake 
Ski Hill. To date, it has disbursed 
$2,572,610 to the community. 
Recreation

NACFOR has built numerous 
family-friendly trails, creating 
unique recreational and educational 
opportunities.

The four-kilometre Jackrabbit 
Interpretive Trail, located in the 
Wensley Creek Area, was created 
with the help of the Nakusp Trails 
Society and the Arrow Lakes Cross-
Country Ski Club, with funding from 
CBT. It features interpretive signs 
about vegetation, area history, and 
wildlife identification. 

Arrow Park Trail offers access 
to beach and picnic spots. It is also 
part of the working community 
forest. Trail users can pass by several 
recently harvested sections, which 
offer insight into managed forests 
and reforestation processes. It is five 
kilometres from McDonald Creek 
Park, on the way to Burton and 
Fauquier. 

Galena Bay Trail is a short loop 
trail located at the Galena Bay ferry 
landing. It traverses the shoreline of 
Arrow Lake, before wending into 
the forest.
Wildfire risk reduction

NACFOR takes its cues from the 
2017 Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan when identifying proposed fuel 
treatment units around Nakusp. 

Treatment units completed in 
2023 were Unit 8-4, Upper Brouse 
Road adjacent to the  Wensley Creek 
Cross Country Ski trails; Unit 8-1, 
behind Arrow Lakes Hospital; Unit 
10, along the Nakusp-Slocan Rail 

Trail from Gensick Road to 2nd 
Avenue NW; and Phase 1 of Unit 5, 
also adjacent to Wensley Creek.

On the docket for 2024 is phase 
two of Unit 5.

Last year, NACFOR was one 
of five community forests in the 
Kootenay region researched by UBC 
master’s student Kea Rutherford.

“I used two approaches to assess 
the efficacy of alternative fuel 
treatments to mitigate fire behaviour 
and effects in the seasonally dry 
forests of southeastern British 
Columbia,” she wrote in her thesis.

Her studies found that removing 
small trees “reduced risk of passive 
crown fire” but that larger tree 
removal was “necessary to reduce 
risk of active crown fire.”

The research is being continued 
this year by another student, Rachel 
Pekelney, building on Rutherford’s 
work. Pekelney will calculate the 
biomass and forest carbon load of 
tree stands, then compare the data 
to before- and after-effects of fuel 
treatments. This can estimate the 
potential carbon emissions of forests 
burning under a range of fire weather 
conditions. 

Nakusp Public Library
Just because Poetry Month is done 

doesn’t mean we’re done with fun at the 
Nakusp library. 

This May we’re lucky enough to 
be hosting award-winning author Tom 
Wayman’s book launch and reading 
from his two latest books. Wayman will 
be bringing his new memoir The Road 
to Appledor or How I went Back to the 
Land Without Ever Having Lived There 
in the First Place and a new collection of 
poetry How Can You Live Here? Please 
join us at 7 pm on Thursday, May 30 for 
what promises to be an excellent evening 
with an excellent writer. 

Sign up to learn how to operate a can 
of bear spray in a way that will actually 
keep a bear away, and feel really good 
about wandering safely in the woods. 
This WildSafeBC workshop outlines 
safety basics for a variety of wildlife, 
not just bears, then participants have 
a chance to practice their bear spray 
technique. Please register in advance 
to secure your spot. The wild, safe fun 
starts at 7 pm on Tuesday, May 28. 

BC Summer Reading Club (SRC) 
is returning to Nakusp this summer. The 
Summer Reading Club is a free literacy 
program for children ages 5-14 during 
the summer in BC. Whether reading at 
home or away, children 14 and under 
can track their daily reading and enjoy 
taking part in weekly activities at the 
Nakusp library. This year’s fantastical 
theme ‘World of Curiosities’ informs 
the fun, educational, inclusive and 
community-oriented materials designed 
by Victoria-based artist and illustrator, 
Meneka Repka. Children and their 
parents can register at the library and 

Nakusp library has author readings and wild fun for May and into summer
pick up their reading records right away 
to get a jump on the season. Learn more 
about the BC Summer Reading Club 
activities in your local community by 
visiting: www.bcsrc.ca and/or drop by 
the Nakusp Library to pick up a self-
paced reading record.

We also want to mention that 
Deirdre Dore is holding the launch of 
her first novel, A Reluctant Mother, at 
the Seniors Hall 2-5 pm on Sunday, May 
26. Everyone is invited! Although this is 
not a library event, we like to promote 
local authors. 

Unfortunately, on April 25, 2024, our 
ILS (integrated library system) provider 
notified us that they had experienced a 
privacy breach. If you received an email 

or SMS notification from us between 
March 27 and April 19, your email 
address or phone number may have 
been leaked. There is more information 
about the security breach available on our 
website www.nakusplibrary.ca. Please 
call the library if you have any concerns 
or would like more information. 

And finally, the library is hiring 
for two positions. We are looking for a 
permanent part-time on-call Assistant 
Librarian, and a Summer Library 
Assistant. For more information, you 
can contact the library via email at 
contact@nakusplibrary.ca, or phone 
250-265-3363 during open hours. We 
also have job descriptions linked to the 
banners on our webpage. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

One of the ball fields at Kathy 
Pedersen Park will be getting some 
bright new LED lights thanks to the 
Nakusp Mixed Slow Pitch Society. 
The society received two sizable grants 
to complete the upgrades, which also 
include revitalizing the electrical system 
and installing new poles.

A $10,000 Community Development 
grant and a $20,000 ReDi grant will be 
put towards the $40,000 project. Society 
President Damin Devlin is hoping the 
remaining $10,000 can be recouped via 
donations. He is aiming for the upgrades 
to be finished by the end of the summer.

The current electrical system is 
connected to the arena, but the project 
will see a shed constructed to house the 
new system independently. Devlin’s 

Nakusp slow pitch society to 
upgrade ball field lights

company, Arrow Lakes Electric Ltd., 
will complete the upgrades with help 
from volunteers.

Stella-Jones, owner of the Nakusp 
Pole Yard, is donating new poles to 
replace the old, weathered light posts. 

The upgrades won’t get in the way 
of the society’s 39th annual Summer 
Splash tournament during August long 
weekend. Two to three local teams 
will compete against 17 from out of 
town—Fruitvale, Castlegar, Revelstoke, 
Kelowna, Calgary, and Golden, to name 
a few.

In operation since 1985, the 
Nakusp Mixed Slow Pitch Society 
fosters camaraderie, sportsmanship, and 
relaxation through the game of slow pitch 
softball. The season runs from mid-May 
to mid-July, and welcomes men and 
women of all skill levels. 
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CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp

250-265-1061
Nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcamground.com
Conveniently located downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the 
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ballparks & soccer 
field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41 treed sites, 10 
with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and sani-station. Open 
May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

Westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 camp-
sites, 18 electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, 
day-use area, coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations 
and first-come, first-served available.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and 
swimming in this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake 
rail grade. 35 campsites by reservation or first-come, first-served.

Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well 
away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites 
in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan 
Lake and the historic Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, 
playground. Reservable and plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver

250-358-2361     
NewDenver.ca     
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1-Oct. 1. 48 sites from $25-40 per night 6 sites with 30-amp/water 
hookups. Accessible washroom and coin-operated showers. Lakeside location 
close to park, beach, pump-track, boat-launch, and Kohan Garden! Pets on a leash 
are welcome. Secure your spot at www.newdenver.ca/campground

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton

250-358-2472
silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different locations. Lakeside 
campground has six sites directly on the lake and 14 sites adjacent. Creekside 
campground has 20 sites. Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with 
washroom and shower facilities. Book through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan

250-355-2266 
campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 to Oct. 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right immediately 
off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites, 
sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, 
pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information booth. For reservations, please 
visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 
info@lemoncreekcampground.ca 
lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. 
A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. 
Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot 
showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Valhalla Pines Campground  – Vallican

250-226-7796 
ValhallaPines.com
info@valhallapines.com
4011 Barbados Rd., Vallican
This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded 
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic 
hook-ups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has Wi-Fi, a fridge, 
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, free hot showers and toilets.

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo

250-353-2662
www.kaslo.ca
kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites available. 
Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and showers. Great 
downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist info centre, restaurants, 
shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717
1-877-353-7717
Woodburyresort.com
Woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 
pm. Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary) Choose a homemade 
burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally delicious from our varied menu! 
Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious sundae. Come enjoy 
great food in the great outdoors!

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

250-265-3618 
1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com 
Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0
The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in downtown Nakusp, 2 
minutes from our public beach. We have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On-site 
liquor, wine and cold beer store 7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and 
Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

Burton City Cider – Nakusp

250-265-7044 
BurtonCityCider.ca
Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed. thru Sun. from 11 am. 
Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 5 till 8. Live music on 
Saturdays. Come and enjoy a drink with us!

Valhalla Inn – New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz 
info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant 
& licensed outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. 
Breakfast, lunch, entree specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 
6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins

250-358-2647 
williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites feature: a queen-
sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/
bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink, 
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw

1-888-452-7428 
karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to the Rail 
Trail and Slocan River. We have 8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 
campsites in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hook-ups, the rest are basic. 
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Hotel- Kaslo

kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com • 250-353-7714
Let us provide your perfect escape! All rooms have private balconies and incredible 
lake or village views. Dine in our newly renovated Waypoint Restaurant & Bar. 
Try something from our cocktail menu while you enjoy the scenery from our patio 
and feel your stress melt away. Appealing to outdoor enthusiasts and trend-setting 
travellers alike, adventure meets luxury at the Kaslo Hotel.

Woodbury Resort – Ainsworth Hot Springs

250-353-7717 
1-877-353-7717 
woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com 
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, 
cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat 
rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, 
quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

JB’s Restaurant and Pub – Kaslo

250-265-3554
Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales available. Great food! Famous 
Fish & Chips. Wed.- Sun. 3 pm-8 pm.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp

www.nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 
1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com 
info@nakusp.com
Facebook logo
Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled 
in a beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh 
mountain air. Stay in our comfortable chalets or camp at the serene riverside. 
Short drive from shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. 
Open year-round.

Private Hot Springs

www.kootenayhotsprings.com
www.privatehotsprings.com
bookings@privatehotsprings.com
Facebook: hotsprings escape
Instagram: privathotspringscombc
250 -448-6111
Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the Kootenays! Book 
one of our chalets and reserve a private hot springs getaway all to yourself with 
breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with our healing waters.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
1-800-668-1171 
250-229-4212
Experience our unique hot springs cave and pools. Visit our website for online 
pool reservations. Enjoy the comfort of a contemporary room which includes 
access to the hot springs. Hours of operation are available on our website for the 
hot springs, accommodations, Ktunaxa Grill and Spirit Water Spa. Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort. Proudly owned by Yaqan Nukiy.

GOLF COURSES
Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver

250-358-2408
info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca www.slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New Denver. 
Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax included): 9 holes - 
$30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed.-Sat. 4-8 pm. Mon. morning - Sr Men’s 
Golf; Wed.-Men’s Night; Thurs.-Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro 
Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca
250-226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Our picturesque 9-hole par 35 course features separate 
tees for the back nine with spectacular views of the Slocan Valley. Our clubhouse 
restaurant serves delicious food on a licenced patio overlooking the course. No tee 
times required. 9 holes-$30, 18 holes-$45. We rent power/hand carts and golf clubs.

Kaslo Golf Course – Kaslo

Kaslogolf.org
250-353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com
Spectacular views on a well-groomed 9-hole course. Putting practice green & 
driving nets. No tee times necessary. Ladies’ Night Tues., 4 pm. Sr Men’s Day 
Wed. mornings, 10 am. Men’s Night Thurs., 4 pm. Rental electric power carts 
available. GREEN FEES: 9. holes $30, 18 holes $45. Restaurant offers Chinese 
& Western cuisines.

GALLERIES
Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp

250-265-8888
203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2024 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: Dale Byhre, 
Karen Millard, Linda Cyrenne, Charlene Duncan, Stephanie Gauvin, Maureen 
Howard, Grant Waddell. Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. 
Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

MUSEUMS
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site – New Denver

250) 358-7288 
nikkeimemorial.ca 
306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the WWII Internment 
of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, original 
internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 
10 am-5 pm.

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon

250-916-9034 
sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 13 km east of New 
Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning photographs 
and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 
klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century steamship, 
beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct. 10 am-5 pm. Guided tours 
available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

THINGS TO DO
Jennifer Chocolates – Nakusp

jenniferchocolates.com 
250-265-1799
Our local artisan chocolatiers make everything right here in the chocolate shop! 
Indulge in a dark chocolate truffle or melt-in-your-mouth salted caramel. Choose 
from Coconut Joy, Peanut Butter Cups, or Black Licorice dipped in dark choco-
late. Come and experience the fine art of gourmet chocolate, we’re just off main 
street, walk north on 4th Ave!

Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver

250-358-7755
vpo.ca 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open 
May-Oct 7 days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main 
Street.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925
kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling adventures – clothing, 
gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe & Paddleboard – tours, rentals and 
lessons – mid May to Oct. Think outside…no box required.

Explore the West Kootenay! Visitor Information
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submitted
As we approach the summer of 

2024, we can reflect on what has been a 
year of change, emerging from the global 
pandemic and the still-rippling effects on 
our economies and communities. In our 
region, as an echo of what is happening 
around the province and country, we have 
seen the cost of housing rise dramatically, 
soaring food prices, a positive trend in 
our tourism economy, and both existing 
and emerging businesses doing their best 
to pivot and respond to the new reality.

A t  t he  Nakusp  and  Area 
Development Board (NADB), our 
volunteer members and professional 
staff have been working to address 
these towering challenges that face 
our community. Through all of these 
pathways and others, NADB continues 
to lay the groundwork for a vibrant and 
sustainable community for decades 
to come. Since last fall, we have been 
engaging with the residents and leaders 
of Nakusp and area to find the best 
way to meet the twin obstacles of a 
housing shortage and limited commercial 
opportunities due to the lack of a 
workforce. This led to a comprehensive 
survey of the community. You can find 
the results here: https://nadb.ca/news/
workforce-housing-survey/ Out of this 
engagement, we have created the Upper 
Arrow Housing Society to create short- 
and long-term solutions that will provide 
increased workforce housing options 
for the community. We have only just 
begun, so stay tuned for some exciting 
announcements in the near future. In 
the meantime, you can support us by 
speaking to your business community, 
non-profit sector, and elected officials 
about the importance and urgent need for 
resources to address this crisis.

Our Agriculture Committee, led 
by the tireless Mickey Wojnarowski 
of Homegrown Market, has been 
promoting the local food industry 
through Grow Arrow Lakes (https://
nadb.ca/growarrowlakes/) since last 
summer, and they have been working 
on bringing the Basin Food and Buyers 
Expo (FABx - https://basinfood.ca/), 
a major regional food event, to our 
community this fall. Local food security 
and the fragility of supply chains is 
top-of-mind for our members, and 
developing a resilient and sustainable 
food system for our valley is one of 
our goals.

Building off the work we finished 
last fall, we have been actively pursuing 
funding for the implementation of our 
Signage and Wayfinding Plan for the 
Village of Nakusp. As an increasing 
number of tourists discover our region 
and as more newcomers move to our 
beautiful area, we are attempting to 
demystify local wayfinding and break 
down the proprietary knowledge-barriers 
that are exclusive of people new to the 
region. Living in a small town like ours, 
we sometimes forget that not everyone 
grew up here or knows about everything 
that our village has to offer.

Tourism businesses, along with 
resource companies and nearly every 
other sector, have had to adapt to an 
ever-changing regulatory and economic 
landscape, and we have been providing 
business advisory services free-of-charge 
to local companies, organizations, and 
start-ups since 2021. The demand for 

Message from the Nakusp and Area Development Board
this service has been steadily increasing, 
and our business advisor, Dawn Driscoll, 
has been doing stellar work throughout 
the community, helping over 50 locals 

over the past year with everything 
from human resources to marketing to 
grant-writing. Please reach out to set up 
your own personalized support session: 

dawn@nadb.ca 
As some of us prepare to take time 

off over the summer and some of us gear 
up for our busiest season of the year, we 

all have one thing that we can agree on: 
Nakusp and the Upper Arrow Lakes 
Valley is a special place – beautiful and 
unique – but most of all, it is home.



18    The Valley Voice  May 16, 2024COMMUNITY

Garbage collection will happen on Wednesdays rather than 
Tuesdays.

This change is temporary, and in place until further notice. 
We will communicate with residents as soon as we know 
when our regular pickup schedule will resume.

Please set your garbage out as usual – just one day later.

Village of Silverton
Garbage Collection

Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery
Open 9-5 daily

Petunias, Callies, Marigolds, Veggie starts & so 
much more... Trees & shrubs, roses, perennials

5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw
250-226-7254

Visit our website: fourseasonsgreenhouseandnursery.com

by Jan McMurray
The Sinixt Confederacy hosted 

training and education sessions over 
three days at the end of April at the 
Capitol Theatre in Nelson. More 
than 500 people attended over the 
three days.

James Baxter, Sinixt Principal 
Biologist working out of the Sinixt 
Confederacy office in Nelson, 
explained how the training sessions 
came about.

“Once the decision was taken by 
the Sinixt Confederacy to post and 
publish the ethnohistorical report on 
Sinixt.com, we began discussions 
with the Province about how the 
larger community could be educated 
about it,” he said.

The ethnohistorical report, 
‘Sinixt Traditional Territory – A 
Review of Ethnographic and Historic 
Sources,’ was published by the BC 
Ministry of Attorney General.

The purpose of the report is “to 
inform the Crown of such historical, 
ethnohistorical, and archaeological 
data as are readily available and 
potentially useful to a preliminary 
assessment of a claim,” according 
to the report’s title page. 

Much of the information in the 
report was used in the Desautel court 
case. This landmark case resulted 
in the recognition of the Sinixt as 
an Aboriginal People of Canada 
– granting Aboriginal rights, such 
as hunting rights, to Sinixt people 
living in the US. Several Sinixt live 
on the Colville Confederated Tribes 
Reservation in Washington State.

“Our primary goal [of the 
training sessions] was education,” 
Baxter said. “Learning the truth 
about Sinixt history and traditional 
territory is the first critical step 
towards true reconciliation. We are 
confident that everyone who attended 
took that first important step.”

Baxter explained that the same 
information was presented on each 
of the three training days, to different 
groups. There were presentations 
on the ethnohistorical report, 
the landmark Desautel Supreme 

Sinixt Confederacy hosts education sessions in Nelson
Court decision, and on the Sinixt 
Confederacy office in Nelson. 

Day one, April 25, was for 
provincial government staff. 
Attendees were invited by the 
Province, Baxter said, and about 
140 people came. Day two was for 
industry (forestry, hydro), MLAs, 
local governments, school districts, 
museums and Parks Canada. About 
230 people attended day two. Day 
three was for the public, local 
businesses, non-profit organizations, 
and Sinixt Confederacy and Colville 

Tribes staff and leadership. About 
170 people attended day three.

“The event was a great success 
and attended by a wide cross-
section of the government, industry 
and NGO sectors. We have heard 
nothing but positive comments about 
the training and the information 
presented,” Baxter said.

Baxter says things are going 
well at the Nelson office. “We 
are becoming more involved in 
issues throughout Sinixt traditional 
territory – for example, the mountain 

caribou work in Nakusp, water 
management through participating 
in the Kootenay Lake Board of 
Control, and we’re now a member of 
the Upper Columbia White Sturgeon 
Recovery Initiative team,” Baxter 
said. He added that they’ve been 
responding to many referrals from 
both government and industry.

Baxter also said the office 
is working with the provincial 
government to ensure the Sinixt 
have a seat at the table for all natural 
resource management decision-

making within the traditional 
territory, and with the federal 
government on border reform.

The Sinixt Confederacy was 
originally known as the Arrow Lakes 
Aboriginal Society. The name was 
changed in November 2020 to use 
the traditional ‘Sinixt’ name and to 
broaden membership to all Sinixt 
people, whether they live in Canada 
or the US. The original Arrow Lakes 
Aboriginal Society was established 
to represent the Sinixt people living 
on the Colville reservation.

submitted
 Local author Eileen Delehanty 

Pearkes  and award-winning 
photographer David Moskowitz 
will launch a spellbinding new book 
about the international Columbia 
River Basin at 7 pm on June 1 at 
the Nelson Museum. This is the first 
of several launch events across the 
Pacific Northwest.

Big River: Resilience and 
Renewal in the Columbia Basin 
illuminates the hydrogeology, 
beauty, and activity of the Columbia 
River while also highlighting current 
challenges facing the region, 
and the riverkeepers working on 
sustainable solutions. Through rich 
and comprehensive images of the 
land, river and people, and micro-
interviews from diverse voices across 
the region, Big River explores the 
international Columbia River Basin 
as a single living, inter-dependent 
entity.

The evening will include a 
multimedia presentation by Pearkes 
and Moskowitz, a question-and-
answer session, a book signing, and 
special guest speakers. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Pearkes is well-known for her 
oeuvre, including The Geography 
of Memory, a detailed history of the 
Sinixt people; A River Captured; 
and Heart of a River, an illustrated 
poem about the Columbia. Her 2015 
Nelson Museum exhibition Roll on 
Columbia received the Canadian 
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Eileen Delehanty Pearkes and David Moskowitz

Eileen Delehanty Pearkes returns to the Columbia with Big River
Museum Association’s prize for 
excellence. Pearkes also served 
as the City of Nelson’s Cultural 
Ambassador in 2017.

Photographer, author, wildlife 
biologist,  and tracker David 
Moskowitz is the author of Caribou 
Rainforest, Wildlife of the Pacific 
Northwest, and Wolves in the Land of 
Salmon, and co-author of Peterson’s 
Field Guide to North American 
Bird Nests. His work has been 
featured in the New York Times, 
Sierra, High Country News, and 
Audubon Magazine, as well as by 
organizations such as the National 
Wildlife Federation, Endangered 
Species Coalition, and Nature 
Conservancy of Canada.

For more information about Big 

River, visit bigrivercolumbia.org. For 
more information about events and 

programs at the Nelson Museum, 
visit nelsonmuseum.ca. 

submitted
Music steeped in landscape is on 

the menu at Taghum Hall when two 
musicians from Vancouver Island, 
John Gogo and Allen Dobb, take the 
stage on Sunday, May 26 at 7:30 pm.

Western balladeer John Gogo hails 
from a musical family in Snuneymuxw 
(aka Nanaimo). He’s best known for 
writing and performing folk songs 
about the people and places, and the 
true and the tall tales of the West Coast 
– the islands in particular. From Haida 
Gwaii to St. John’s, John has played 
community halls and big houses, 

Music and landscape take the stage at Taghum Hall
festivals, pubs, and theatres – and 
now Taghum Hall. Joseph Blake of the 
Victoria Times hails Gogo as “one of 
the most talented singer-songwriters 
this area has ever produced.” 
Victoria-based singer-songwriter 
Allen Dobb is on tour after recording 
his new album, Alone Together, 
a collection of ten new original 
songs drawn from characters, stories, 
and landscapes that are part of his 
experience working as a range 
management specialist in the interior 
of BC. The vein of the Fraser River 
and BC’s interior landscapes run 

through many of his new songs. Peter 
North, reviewer for the Edmonton 
Journal, describes Dobb as “one of the 
finest and most literate tunesmiths in 
the country.” 

These fine musicians will play 
separate sets, but “we do have two 
hearty helpings of ‘Canadiana’ to sing 
together. I won’t say exactly what 
those are ’cause it’s a surprise,” says 
Gogo mysteriously. 

What will that look like? There is 
one sure way to find out. Tickets are 
available at Eddy Music or online at 
www.taghumhall.ca.

submitted
Effective at 12 pm (noon) on 

Friday, May 17, 2024, Category 
3 open burning will be prohibited 
throughout the Southeast Fire 
Centre, which includes the Selkirk 
Natural Resource District and Rocky 
Mountain Natural Resource District.

The BC Wildfire Service is 
implementing this prohibition to help 
prevent wildfires caused by Category 

Category 3 fire prohibitions to start in Southeast Fire Centre
3 open burning and to protect public 
safety. This prohibition will remain 
in place until the earlier of 12 pm 
(noon) on October 28, 2024, or until 
the Order is rescinded.

Anyone conducting Category 3 
open fires within the Southeast Fire 
Centre’s jurisdiction must extinguish 
those fires by the Friday, May 17, 
2024 deadline.

Category 3 open fires are open 
fires that burn: material concurrently 
in three or more piles, each not 
exceeding two metres in height and 
three metres in width; material in one 
or more piles each exceeding two 
metres in height or three metres in 
width; one or more windrows, each 
not exceeding 200 metres in length 
or 15 metres in width; and stubble 
or grass over an area exceeding 0.2 
hectares.

This prohibition does not include 
Category 1 campfires or Category 2 
open fires.

This prohibition applies to all 
public and private land, unless 

specified otherwise (e.g., in a local 
government bylaw). Check with 
local government authorities for 
any other restrictions before lighting 
any fire.

Anyone found in contravention 
of an open fire prohibition may be 
issued a ticket for $1,150, required 
to pay an administrative penalty 
of $10,000 or, if convicted in 
court, fined up to $100,000 and/or 
sentenced to one year in jail. If the 
contravention causes or contributes 
to a wildfire, the person responsible 
may be ordered to pay all firefighting 
and associated costs.

The Southeast Fire Centre 
would like to thank the public for 
its continued help in preventing 
wildfires. To report a wildfire, 
unattended campfire or open burning 
violation, call 1-800-663-5555 toll-
free or *5555 on a cellphone. For the 
latest information on current wildfire 
activity, burning restrictions, road 
closures and air-quality advisories, 
visit: bcwildfire.ca

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Village of Silverton 
Seasonal Municipal 

Campground Attendant
The Village of Silverton is currently seeking a full-time seasonal campground attendant 
from June 1, 2024, to approximately October 31, 2024. This contract position offers 
a unique opportunity to live and work in BC’s second-smallest municipality, a tiny 
gem in the Kootenays with a beautiful natural environment. The site revenues from 
the campground are divided 50/50 between the attendant and the Village, providing 
a potential for a rewarding income.

This position is 7 days per week for 4 months, physically demanding, and suitable 
for more than one individual. The Village of Silverton is open to the possibility of 
two people working and living on-site, providing a unique opportunity for couples or 
friends to share a rewarding seasonal job.

You must provide your own self-contained camping unit (camper, trailer, RV, 
motorhome) to live onsite for the duration of the season. If you require time/days off 
during the season you would be responsible for finding your own sub-contractor, who 
must be additionally approved by the Village.

Requirements:
• Must pass a background and criminal record check
• Must complete Bear Campsite training prior to start day
• Provide own axe, lawnmower, trimmer and fuel
• Provide firewood for sale
• Must have own computer, tablet or other device to view reservation system
• Must be reliable, responsible, and able to work weekends and holidays

Daily Duties:
• Cleaning and maintaining campsites
• Cleaning and maintenance of washroom facilities
• Collect waste and recyclable material
• Checking guests in/out and assisting with online bookings
• Sale of firewood
• Regular patrols to ensure guests are abiding by campground guidelines, including 
	 bear smart initiatives and enforcing quiet hours

Skills:
• Excellent customer service skills
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team 
• Knowledge of outdoor recreation and camping is preferred
• Ability to perform effectively in a fast-paced and high-volume work environment
• Resourceful and able to work independently

Qualified candidates are invited to submit a resume outlining their experience, three 
references, and a cover letter to Viv Thoss, Chief Administrative Officer at cao@
silverton.ca, or by mail/in-person at the Village of Silverton, 421 Lake Avenue, 
Silverton, BC V0G 1S0.

Closing Date: Friday, May 17, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.

All candidates are thanked in advance for their interest. Only individuals selected for 
interviews will be contacted.

MOVING 
SALE

May 18 – 19 • 9 am – 4 pm
1290 Hwy 31A, New Denver

• Many Household Items
• Kayaks & Access

• Snowblower • Shop 
Equipment & Items

• Many Items 
– Bob and Linda Thomas –

A big thanks to the 
Slocan Valley Co-op for 
helping us carry out our 
Farm-to-Table Project. 
Your support for our 

students at the 
Whole School and 
the farmers in our 

community is greatly 
appreciated.

by Jan McMurray
In the CAO’s absence, Rosebery 

resident Susan Johnson took the 
minutes.

Council has agreed to scrap the 
draft budgets presented in April and 
go with a ‘carry forward’ or ‘base’ 
budget. 

“We have a new CFO, so we’ll 
roll the budget over from last 
year and amend it as necessary 
through the year,” Mayor Tanya 
Gordon explained to the public in 
attendance at the meeting.

New Interim Chief Financial 
Officer Lisa Clark attended 
virtually. She was appointed at 
a special council meeting on 
May 7, when the appointment of 
former CFO, Bruce Hampson, was 
rescinded.

Clark proposed the ‘base’ 
budget to “allow staff and council 
additional time to look at 2024 
strategic priorities, rank projects, 
review available sources of funding, 
and determine staffing levels to 
carry out council’s priorities,” 
according to a May 6 staff report. 
She also pointed out that the budget 
bylaw may be amended at any 
time and recommended that an 
amendment bylaw be prepared 
once council is ready. 

“Due to many concerns from 
council regarding various budget 
line items, emergency staff capacity 
issues at the Village, and a looming 
statutory deadline to adopt the 
financial plan to have the required 
bylaws in place to collect tax 
revenue, staff is recommending 
to council that a carry forward, 
or ‘base’ budget is adopted at this 
time,” states Clark’s report.

The ‘base’ budget includes 
a property tax increase of 8% 
this year to account for inflation 
“and additional known general 
government costs.” Property taxes 
increased by 8% last year, as 
well. Water rates will increase 
6%, the same as last year. This 
is to account for inflation and to 
continue building water reserves. 
Garbage rates will increase by 
2% to account for an increase in 
tipping fees.

The owner of the average 
property in Silverton, worth 
$451,105, will pay about $116 
more in municipal taxes this year, 
$36 more in water fees, and $3 
more in garbage fees, for a total of 
$156 more.

Las t  yea r,  t he  ave rage 
homeowner paid $1,455 in 
municipal taxes; this year, the 
average homeowner will pay 
$1,571. The water bill was $601 
last year and will be $637 this 
year. Garbage was $173 last year 
and will be $176 this year. This all 
adds up to $2,385 for the average 
homeowner, compared to $2,229 
last year.
Camp Café paved patio

The Camp Café is planning to 
build a concrete patio immediately 
to the north of the building, where 
‘Moonbow’s Garden’ has been for 
over 20 years. Council approved 
the café’s development permit 

Silverton council, May 8: New CFO, new budget
application for the patio.

The Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure has notified the 
café that no patio seating is allowed 
out front beyond the sidewalk, 
where it used to be.

Councillor Leah Main raised a 
concern with the café’s patio plans. 
She said the Village does not have 
storm sewers, and the drawings 
show that a large portion of the lot 
would be covered with concrete, an 
impermeable material. “Our zoning 
bylaw stipulates that a building 
cannot occupy more than 35% of 
the lot area. It doesn’t speak to 
driveways and paved patios, but 
we have that stipulation specifically 
because we don’t have storm 
sewers.” Main also asked if the two 
lots have been consolidated, or if 
they are two separate lots.

Mayor Gordon said she would 
forward Main’s question and 
concern to the CAO.
HR Committee

A  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s 
Committee was struck, composed 
of the CAO, Mayor Tanya Gordon 
and Councillor Don Broughton. 
Gordon explained that the Village 
doesn’t have job descriptions in 
place, and “we’re looking at staff 
requirements coming up.” She said 
it would be “wise” for council to 
“help our CAO out” with this task.

During public time, it was 
clarified that municipal councils 
are in charge of hiring the CAO, 
but the CAO is then in charge of 
hiring everyone else.

“Council has an employee of 
one – the CAO,” said Gordon, “and 
the CAO is in charge of everyone 
else.”

“ We  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  j o b 
descriptions,” Councillor Main 
added, “but the CAO is responsible 
for hiring and supervising.”

Councillor denBok explained 
that council can provide the CAO 
with input, such as “hire locally.”
Campground and 
staffing

Two of the contracts the mayor 
asked for at the last council meeting 
were provided: the Village of 
Nakusp Water Sampling Services 
contract and Silverton Campground 
contract. 

During question period, Gordon 
said the campground opened May 
1 and Village staff is managing 
the facility until the contract is 
awarded.

Members  o f  the  pub l i c 
expressed concern about the 
expense to the Village of having 
workers from Nakusp. 

Gordon said the Village is “in 
the process of switching over to 
our own staff” for water sampling.

A community member and 
former Village worker said he 
met a worker from Nakusp at the 
campground. “What’s he costing 
you per day? He will be charging 
mileage,” he said, adding that he 
knows “five [local] guys” who 
want the job.

Gordon said the Nakusp worker 
was “a temporary hire to get us 
through.”

“We’re trying to get these jobs 
advertised,” Gordon said. “I would 
ask the public to be patient with us. 
We’re going through difficult times 
right now.”
Garbage bin request

The New Denver and Area 
Housing Society is looking for 
a garbage bin for the Osprey 
Residence, and wrote to Silverton 
council with an offer of $3,625 
for one of the Village’s used ones. 
Councillor Brian Mills said he 
wanted to hear from staff before 
making any commitments to sell 
the bin. “Can we hold off until 
the CAO is back in the office?” he 
asked. Council agreed to ask staff 
about any possible plans for the 
bins before considering the request.
Cabinet shuffle

Appointments were shuffled to 
spread them around a bit to the new 
mayor and councillor. Councillor 
Don Broughton was appointed as 

liaison to the Slocan Lake Arena 
Society, with Mills as alternate. 
Mayor Gordon was appointed 
to the library committee, with 

denBok as alternate. The mayor 
was appointed to the Chamber 
Health Committee, with Broughton 
as alternate.
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HOSPICE

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

PETS

REAL ESTATE WANTED
FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

CHURCH SERVICES

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

NOTICES

WANTED

SERVICES

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

CARD OF THANKS

YARD SALES

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

THANK YOU from the Slocan Valley 
Threads Guild for your donations and for 
coming out to support our most successful 
Yard & Yardage ever. What’s next? 
Embroidery workshop by Vancouver textile 
artist Bettina Matzkuhn, June 9, $60. Email 
svtg.programming@gmail.com to register 
or for more information.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S, Slocan: PLEASE JOIN US 
every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at St. Mary’s 

Church, Slocan. Give yourself an hour each 
week for peace and reflection.

NAKUSP FARMERS’ MARKET starts 
on May 18 from 9 am to 1 pm until 
October 18.
SQUARE DANCES: Saturdays: June 1 
and July 6 at the Bosun Hall. Bring indoor 
shoes and a water bottle (no scents please). 
Ages 13+ and singles welcome. 7 pm start - 
please arrive early. Admission by donation.
CELEBRATION OF LIFE for William 
(Bill) Johnston: June 1, 2024, 1-4 pm at 
Silverton Memorial Hall, 203 Lake St, 
Silverton.
iDIDaRide & RUN KASLO, Sunday June 
30: 35km Ride, 17km Ride & Run, 11km 
Ride & Run. E-Bikes Welcome! Register 
online by Wed, June 26 www.ididaride-
kaslo.ca
VILLAGE OF SLOCAN Community 
Garage Sale! Starting at 9 am on Saturday, 
May 25. Stop by the Slocan Community 
Library at 710 Harold Street to pick up your 
Garage Sale Map and check out our Big 
Book Sale. The Grassroots Grammas will 
be selling their wares in front of the library 
– grab some food and a coffee!
R.A.R.T.S. (Vallican Whole Community 
Centre) invites all members to attend our 
2024 AGM on Monday, June 3, 2024, at 
6:30 pm at the Vallican Whole. 3762 Little 
Slocan South Road.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged 
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x 
4’s, 6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18” 
wide with live edges. 1½” thick. Ideal for 
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc. 
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796. 
Leave message with details. Hills.
HAND DRUMMERS ;  ‘Guide for 
Beginning and Intermediate Percussionists’ 
music manual available at Eddy Music, 
Otter Books in Nelson; by local author 
featuring Kootenay and West African 
musicians. 250-352-2772.
SOLID WOOD Winners Only Inc. roll-
top computer desk. Good condition. Work 
surface 48” x 25”, 48” high. $400 obo. 
250-265-9919.
DARKROOM EQUIPMENT, CHEAP. 
Enlargers, 11 x 14 easels, safe lites, timers, 
trays. 250-358-2621.
OUTDOOR PROPANE CAMPSTOVE 
oven and two burners. Compact, like new. 
$250. Tonio: 250-358-7158.

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
full-time and casual home care in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
WOODBURY RESORT AND JB’S 
PUB: Summer seasonal help wanted. 
Room cleaners, front desk/office, servers/
kitchen staff. Call 250-353-7717 or email 
woodburyresort@netidea.com for more 
information.
SILVERY SLOCAN MUSEUM NEW 
DENVER job opening: June 24 - August 
26, 35hrs/wk, $17.40/hr. Must be between 
15-30 yrs. We are looking for a self-
motivated and independent worker. Main 
duty to greet visitors and interact with the 
public and work with museum volunteers. 
A sample of your writing, a cover letter 
and resume must be received before June 
10, 2024, at silveryslocanhs@gmail.com. 
Inquiries? Call: 250-358-7181.

CASHIER/BARISTA at Silverton General 
Store. $17.50-$19.00/hr starting June 10. 
Part-time and full-time work available. 
Email your resume, cover letter and 
references to info@silvertongeneralstore.
ca by Friday, May 17 at 5 pm.

SANDON MUSEUM IS HIRING! Full-
time summer assistant in July and August, 
and part-time museum attendant for May to 
October. Both jobs include greeting visitors, 
cleaning, balancing cash box, keeping 
records for museum and bookkeeper, basic 
math skills. Send resume and cover letter to 
sandonmuseum@netidea.com by May 31.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Visit Liz in the office 
every Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
Gina, 640-340-2186.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go 
directly to your local emergency room for 
confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392.

MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES: 
10+ years’ experience. Car, trucks, boats. 
Full interior & exterior wash, wax, 
vacuum & conditioning. 778-774-8665 
profinishservices@proton.me
STUMP GRINDING AVAILABLE: 
Nelson to Nakusp. Call for quote. 250-
353-2414.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.
WANTED: THREE-POINT TRACTOR 
IMPLEMENTS, greenhouse, irrigation 
supplies, large water tanks, bale wagon. 
Contact 250-895-0841 by text (preferably) 
or phone. Can pick up.

KASLO MAY DAYS YARD SALE, May 
18, 19, 20 (Sat, Sun, Mon), 10 am-4 pm. 
Upper Kaslo, 1115 Tuck Street. No early 
birds. Parking limited - IT IS BIG!
OUT OF PRINT, local history books, 
novels, CDs, DVDs, photo equipment, 
quirky stuff. May 18-20. 621 Josephine, 
New Denver. 10 am-2 pm. 250-358-2621.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Considering 
Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Sarah 
for Details: 
250-265-0002



21May 16, 2024   The Valley Voice  COMMUNITY

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Spring Hours:
Mon. – Sat.

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Main Street, 
New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or 
get a promotional movie 
for your social media in 
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and 
production, interview and 
drone services provided. 
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

STUMP GRINDING 
AVAILABLE

Nelson to Nakusp
Call for quote: 
250-353-2414

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

submitted by Kootenay Conservation 
Program

Conservation of the natural 
world is at the foundation of Elk Root 
Conservation Farm Society (ERC), 
located in Vallican where the Little 
Slocan River meets the Slocan River.

When Kate Mizenka and her partner 
moved to the confluence, they spent 
their first year observing the abundant 
diversity of life before making any plans 
for the land. They noted the seasonal 
and daily movements of many species, 
including the herds of elk, which were 
the inspiration for the name of the non-
profit that Mizenka officially founded as 
a BC society in 2020.

Mizenka shares that this farm “really 
is a perfect place to show how food 
security and enhancing the environment 
can go hand in hand.” This is evident 
in the planning of the educational 

Faces & Places: Kate Mizenka of Elk Root Conservation Farm Society
demonstration gardens which include 
pollinator and native plant gardens, food 
gardens, and fruit and nut orchards. ERC 
only fences what is necessary, leaving 
ample space for the elk and other wildlife 
to move through the land.

Mizenka is Director of Farm, 
Gardens and Apiary at ERC. After a 
career as a lawyer and multinational 
business advisor, she decided to pursue 
her original passions. Her undergraduate 
studies included applied scientific 
research, which supported her lifelong 
interest in beekeeping, permaculture, 
and developing innovations in organic 
agriculture, all while mentoring and 
teaching. In the seven years since ERC 
was conceived, there have already 
been significant restoration efforts, 
including transforming a giant field of 
invasive thistle into gorgeous pollinator 
gardens. During a visit to ERC, one can 

expect to see an amazing diversity of 
flowers blooming, attracting pollinators 
throughout the seasons, and hear a buzz 
of activity in the gardens as pollinators 
zoom from flower to flower.

Mizenka is thrilled that what they 
are doing on the land is beginning to 
spread further out into the community 
and beyond, which was always part of 
the vision for ERC. 

The Pollinator Highway Project 
is a new initiative partially funded 
through the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay Local Conservation Fund 
(RDCK LCF). The aim is to create 
more habitat and a connectivity corridor 
for the native pollinators by using local 
ecotype native plants that are propagated 
from the ERC gardens. Phase 1 will be 
on the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure (MOTI)’s right-of-way 
from Indian Point Road to the Little 

Slocan Bridge on Passmore Lower Road.
ERC is expanding their seed library 

out into communities this spring, with 
Trail Library hosting and sponsoring 
their first satellite seed library. The library 
will initially contain seeds of twelve local 
ecotype native plants.

Mizenka credits her grandmother 
for instilling in her a love of plants and 
of the land, and to this day she sees no 
better way to learn than directly from our 
elders and from the land.

 “My grandmother passed on her 
local knowledge, and a lifetime of 
understanding. Now I am so humbled 
and honoured to have the opportunity to 
collaborate and learn from Indigenous 
Elders and Knowledge Keepers, because 
you never stop learning,” she said.

ERC is located on the unceded 
traditional territory of the Sinixt peoples, 
and Mizenka emphasizes that “we 

recognize the cultural and geographical 
significance of this land to the Sinixt. It is 
a very sacred space, so we are welcoming 
Sinixt home here.” 

She enthuses, “When we first arrived 
at the confluence, we felt an instant 
connection. Building a relationship with 
the land, stewarding and holding this 
space is an honour and a privilege. It is 
quite incredible and seeing the people 
that it has touched and impacted, and 
will continue to, gives me hope for our 
future and keeps me moving forward.”

Kootenay Conservation Program 
(KCP) is a partnership of over 85 
organizations that work together for 
connected habitats and landscapes in 
the Kootenays that sustain biodiversity 
and naturally functioning resilient 
ecosystems that, in turn, support 
community well-being. Learn more at 
www.kootenayconservation.ca.
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

May 24,
2024

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

FREE drop off all 
scrap metals, 

appliances
NO FRIDGES, 

FREEZERS 
Free used antifreeze
Smokey Creek Salvage

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815 

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

RECYCLING

submitted
Living Lakes Canada, together with 

groundwater experts, are calling for a 
Columbia Basin Aquifer Assessment 
and invite the public to participate 
in an online survey to share insights 
and concerns regarding groundwater 
in their area. The feedback collected 
will play a crucial role in building 
momentum behind the request for 
an aquifer assessment, ensuring that 
decision makers have a comprehensive 
understanding of the challenges facing 
groundwater and the actions needed to 
address them. 

By taking just a few minutes to 
complete the survey, you can contribute 
to the collective effort to safeguard 
groundwater for generations to come. 
Careful management and allocation of 
groundwater is becoming increasingly 
important as populations continue to 
grow, demand increases, and pressures 

Your voice matters: Share groundwater concerns in online survey
such as climate change intensify. 

Groundwater is needed in the 
Columbia Basin for many reasons. It’s a 
crucial freshwater source for domestic, 
agricultural, industrial, and commercial 
purposes. It’s connected to surface 
waters and helps maintain water levels 
in wetlands, streams, rivers, and lakes. 
It is essential for maintaining healthy 
ecosystems, including habitat for fish, 
waterfowl, and wildlife.  

However, a lack of understanding 
of groundwater systems is a problem. 
This lack of understanding has led to 
groundwater depletion across the United 
States, and recent droughts have raised 
concerns about the sustainability of 
groundwater supply within the Columbia 
Basin.

Aquifers are the underground layers 
of rock or sediment that hold groundwater. 
Across Canada, aquifers vary in size 
and complexity. In the mountainous 

regions of the Columbia Basin, many 
aquifers are small and fragmented, and 
respond differently to changing climate 
conditions, groundwater withdrawals, 
and different land uses like logging.

More data is needed to understand 
how groundwater is responding to these 
changes to ensure a sustainable supply 
is available for people and nature. 
Groundwater data can be used to analyze 

and forecast water level trends, inform 
water management decisions, and guide 
conservation efforts.

To complete the survey, visit 
livinglakescanada.ca for the link.

submitted
Information about forestry 

development is now more easily 
available online for public review and 
comment.

The new Forest Operations Map 
online portal will act as an online 
resource for the public to review and 
comment on proposed cutblocks and 
forestry roads throughout BC. This 
update was one part of the amendments 
made to the Forest and Range Practices 
Act (FRPA) to improve forest and range 
operational planning and practices.

The portal will allow greater public 
input on forestry activities, as well as 

New Forest Operations Map portal supports transparency, engagement
greater transparency about forestry 
proposals within the province and what 
those proposed activities would entail, 
including roads, mapped areas of harvest 
and estimated time of harvest. Under 
the new system, the public can submit 
comments online.

Forest Operations Maps must 
include the following elements: a 
map that includes general geographic 
area with the approximate location 
of proposed cutblocks and roads; 
approximate periods during which 
timber harvesting or road construction is 
intended to take place; identification of 
the Forest Stewardship Plan holder who 

prepared the map; and identification of 
the Forest Stewardship Plan to which the 
map pertains.

Previously, the public primarily 
learned about proposed cutblocks and 
roads in the local newspaper or in-
person at district forestry offices, and 
then submitted comments by email or 
regular mail. While these options will 
remain, participating forestry companies 
will also have their projects available for 
comment through the portal.

The online portal was developed 
with input and in collaboration with 
forest tenure holders as well as industry 
professionals and stakeholder groups.
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submitted
Former  RCMP S ta ff 

Sergeant Kurt Grabinsky has 
joined the Century 21 team out 
of Revelstoke and is one of the 
area’s newest realtors.

“I’ve spent  27 years 
mediating problems, de-
escalating life-threatening 
situations, and working on 
community safety issues. My 
focus was always on developing 
trust and building relationships, 
and I’m now going to continue 
that effort within real estate,” 
Grabinsky says. Grabinsky 
retired from the RCMP and 
became a licenced real estate 

From RCMP to realty: Kurt Grabinsky has joined Century 21
professional in February. He has 
since successfully assisted his 
first client to sell their home. 

“I love being a part of the 
Columbia Basin and Slocan 
areas, and I want to see the 
various communities do well. I 
believe that communities need 
to progress where necessary but 
honour their roots and traditions. 
Whether people are buying or 
selling, it’s my job to help them 
in an ethical and respectful way, 
ensuring that they’re educated 
about and confident in their 
decisions,” he says. 

Grabinsky  served  as 
Revelstoke’s Detachment 

Commander for 10 years, 
following 17 years of diverse 
policing experience across 
Canada. He says he is appreciative 
of the RCMP family that he 
leaves and for the new team that 
he joins at Century 21. “Both 
groups are knowledgeable and 
caring, and I feel that the many 
skills I’ve gained in policing 
transfer well to real estate.”

Outside of work, Grabinsky 
is a proud husband and father 
of three, and dedicates hours 
to supporting youth sport and 
community groups. His passion 
is cycling – both mountain and 
road. He can be found fat-tire 

biking year-round in Revelstoke, 
at Revelstoke Mountain Resort 
riding downhill while trying to 
keep up with his son, riding at Mt. 
Abriel, road riding along various 

highways, or on a BMX at the 
New Denver pump track. Two 
recent dog adoptions provide 
frequent recreational activity.

Future clients, neighbours, 

and friends are encouraged to 
contact Grabinsky by phone at 
250-837-8993 or by email at 
kurt.grabinsky@century21.com 
or check out his website at kurt-

by Jan McMurray
Revive Active Centre in 

South Slocan has been open since 
November last year, with Sincy 
and Kathryn as co-owners.

“ B u s i n e s s  h a s  b e e n 
amazing!” says Kathryn. “We’re 
at about 160 members right now, 
which has been pretty steady 
growth since November. Our 
goal is to be close to 300 by the 
end of the year.”

The centre offers 24-7 open 
gym access, martial arts classes 
(Muay Thai, Brazilian Jiu-jitsu, 
and Escrima or stick fighting), 
pilates and strength conditioning 
classes, and personal training 
with Sincy. Coming soon will 
be manual therapy/Registered 
Massage Therapy treatments.

Kathryn says most of their 
clients are from South Slocan 
but also from Castlegar, Slocan, 
Winlaw, Nelson and everywhere 
in between. “The community of 
South Slocan has been amazingly 
supportive and everyone is so 
thankful to have an open gym 
like ours so close to their homes,” 
she said.

Co-owners Sincy and 
Kathryn met while taking the 
massage therapy program at 
Kootenay Columbia College 
(formerly Academy of Classical 
Oriental Sciences) in Nelson. 
Sincy has been in the fitness 
industry for over 30 years as a 
personal trainer, performance 
enhancement  coach and 
nutrition coach, and Kathryn is Co-owners Sincy and Kathryn at Revive Active Centre in South Slocan.

Revive Active Centre growing into one-stop shop for health and wellness
a veterinarian.

“One day I asked Sincy when 
he was opening his own gym, and 
he said he was working on an 
idea. He shared his vision with 
me and it lined up with what I 
was thinking of, as well. I said I 
wanted in!” Kathryn shares.

Sincy and Kathryn believe 
that humans are meant to be 
moving, that movement keeps 
us living longer, healthier lives. 

“The vision is to create a 
space that embodies community 
and provides a single place to 
come for health and wellness,” 
says Kathryn. “We have started 
with a 24-7 fitness centre and 
martial arts classes. We are 
expanding to build manual 
therapy treatment rooms. Fitness 
lines up perfectly with massage 
therapy! The long-term goal is to 

have multiple health practitioners 
working out of this location in 
conjunction with a full open gym. 
Our vision is forever growing and 
we hope to one day be able to 
provide all the health and fitness 
services you need to keep you 
functioning and achieving your 
full potential.”

The centre is located at the 
junction of Hwys 6 and 3A, in the 
former REV cross-fit gym. “It’s 
a great location for us because 
the building and community had 
already supported REV. Once it 
no longer existed, the community 
was missing a place for fitness. 
It’s also centrally located between 
Nelson, Castlegar and the Slocan 
Valley,” Kathryn said.

Contact Revive at 778-454-
4446 or info.reviveac@gmail.
com.
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Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call toll-free: 1-833-501-1700 for details

COMMUNITY

NEW OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love 
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being  

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments 
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC 
Wednesday-Friday in Slocan, BC  

To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call 
www.karinagregory.ca

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

Nick Cifarelli
On August 23rd 1937 Julia and 

Michael Cifarelli brought our dear 
Nick into the world. He was later 
joined by his brothers Frankie, 
Ritchie and Charlie. Nick’s father 
was a barber by trade, and the four 
boys became haircutters. At one time 
they co owned a salon on Long Island 
NY where they grew up. 

The Cifarelli clan was a happy 
one and Nick, more often than not, 
saluted his family before having the 
first sip of his beloved espresso or 
red wine. 

Nick appreciated beautiful women and, in his lifetime, married four. 
He loved his 5 children Michael, Richard, David, Nichole and Nick even 
from a distance. He had 14 grandchildren and enjoyed them greatly when 
opportunity allowed.

Nick was living in California when he met Denyse. In 1987 their 
love story took them to Red Mt Rd where they bought land and settled, 
fulfilling Nick’s ultimate dream to live in the Canadian wilderness. 
Not long after his arrival Nick paused homesteading and crawled from 
Silverton to Nelson in protest of harms being done to the environment.

Considering he was a beginner builder, Nick’s off grid house is an 
ultimate work of art. It became a social hub where, over time, hundreds of 
people attended his epic Mamma Julia dinners. He had a generous spirit 
and was always willing to help. His eccentricity attracted like a magnet 
but could also repel. He was passionate and devoted, and he meant well. 
He persevered and accomplished his dreams. He managed, later in life 
for example, to bring his coffee enhancer to market and open a coffee 
shop in Nakusp with a part of the proceeds going to his favorite charity.

He was interested in alternative ways of doing things. Remember 
the upside-down haircut?! Or spotting him in his loin cloth picking up 
off sales at the Silverton Hotel back in the day?! He was fun and silly. 
He cared deeply for his friends and lovers. He much enjoyed music and 
drumming and was always a sharp dresser. There is no one like him, nor 
will there ever be!

On April 2nd of this year Nick passed away in the sunshine, birds 
singing in the background, and family by his side. For those who would 
like to celebrate his spirit and his love of the Mountain, drop in for a very 
simple As the Eagle Flies outdoor gathering June 23rd from 1 to 5 pm at 
his 8012 Red Mt Rd property. Please bring what you need for comfort.

submitted
Elected officials from throughout 

the Kootenay Boundary region came 
early to the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments 
convention last month to learn 
more about the Columbia Valley 
Local Conservation Fund (CVLCF). 

The group of elected officials visited Nature Conservancy of Canada’s Luxor Linkage 
Conservation Area, part of a critical ecological corridor in the Rocky Mountain Trench.

Tour of Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund projects a success
Councillors from the communities of 
Nakusp, Nelson, Trail, Cranbrook 
and Greenwood the RDCK Area 
B director and two directors of the 
Regional District of East Kootenay 
to visit three unique locations in the 
Columbia Valley. 

This special tour highlighted 

projects that are funded through 
the CVLCF, a local government 
service which creates a dedicated 
fund for local stewardship and 
land acquisition projects, was first 
piloted in the Columbia Valley in 
2008. To date, the fund has provided 
over $2.8 million to local projects 
and leveraged an additional nine 
times that amount ($24.5 million) 
in matching funding and in-kind 
support. 

“It was a beautiful day and I 
learned so much from these inspiring 
projects,” says Rik Logtenberg, a 

councillor from the City of Nelson. 
“We’ve been exploring the Local 
Conservation Fund service for 
our municipality and recognize 
the benefits it can bring to our 
community.”

The tour visited a restoration 
p r o j e c t  a t  L u x o r  L i n k a g e 
Conservation Area, a property owned 
by the Nature Conservancy of Canada. 
NCC completed forest thinning and 
other habitat enhancement activities 
here to reduce fire risk and increase 
forest health. 

“By thinning trees where 

forest ingrowth and encroachment 
have occurred, we have improved 
biodiversity at Luxor Linkage 
and helped to build resilience in 
a regionally important ecosystem 
that is susceptible to the impacts 
of climate change,” said Richard 
Klafki, Nature Conservancy of 
Canada ‘s Program Director for the 
Canadian Rocky Mountains region.

Next, the tour visited a local 
farm to learn about an innovative 
project that reduces risk of disease 
transmission from domestic sheep 
to wild sheep by conducting regular 
sheep testing. A collaboration 
between the Wild Sheep Society of 
BC and Riverside Farm, this project 
has built relationships between 
Columbia Valley farmers and wild 
sheep conservationists, and the 
approach has been so successful that 
it is now expanding to other parts of 
the province.

Finally, the tour ended in the 
beautiful Columbia Wetlands to 
scope some of the waterbirds and 
swallows that have been part of a 
Wildsight Golden project which 
involves citizen scientists, builds 
and enhances habitat for swallows, 
and increases awareness about these 
important birds.

“We all recognize the tremendous 
impact the Columbia Valley Local 
Conservation Fund Service has 
had since it was established in 
2008,” says RDEK Columbia Valley 
Services Chair Al Miller. “While the 
board gets regular updates on the 
program, nothing compares to being 
able to put our boots on the ground 
as part of this field tour, learn more 
about the projects and see first-hand 
the incredible work being done.”

E v e r y  y e a r ,  n o n - p r o f i t 
organizations and First Nations can 
apply for project funding through the 
Local Conservation Fund. In 2024, 
a total of $137,000 was awarded 
to nine projects in the Columbia 
Valley, including conservation 
work on American badgers and 
bighorn sheep, water monitoring 
on Columbia Lake, installation 
of wildlife-friendly fencing to 
safeguard habitat for wildlife, bat 
habitat enhancement and monitoring, 
conservation of biodiversity in 
the Columbia Wetlands, working 
with farmers to support wild sheep 
conservation, and invasive plant 
control.

“This tour was a great way 
to get our elected officials out on 
the landscape to see some of the 
incredible work accomplished 
through the Local Conservation 
Fund,” said Kendal Benesh, Local 
Conservation Fund Manager with 
Kootenay Conservation Program. 
“The service really does make 
a huge impact in the Columbia 
Valley, as well as in the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, and 
we are hopeful that other areas in 
the Kootenay Boundary look into 
adopting the service.”

For more information on the 
CVLCF, visit:

https://kootenayconservation.ca/
columbia-valley-local-conservation-
fund/.


