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Slocan City Sourdough opens new café featuring espresso, sourdough and Revive smoothies

by Jan McMurray

A new café is opening in Slocan
City on May 3.

A marriage of Chrystal and
Christian Andersen’s Slocan City
Sourdough and Rose Petro’s Revive,
‘le midi café and bakery’ is co-located
with Slocan City Sourdough at 9037
Slocan North Road.

The grand opening of le midi will
be on May 3 at 9 am with free food,
drinks and exciting features on the
menu.

‘Le midi’ means ‘noon’ in French
— Chrystal and Christian love brunch
—and also translates to ‘South France’
—awarm year-round destination that’s
on Chrystal and Christian’s wish list.

“Our new café will have a tropical
and light feel to it,” Chrystal says.

As coffee aficionados, the
Andersens have searched far and wide
for their favourite coffee. They found
it in 49th Parallel out of Vancouver. “It
makes the perfect espresso shot! The
beans are non-oily and low acidity,
so it’s great for sensitive tummies,”
Chrystal says.

“Rose has been making her organic
sandwiches on our sourdough bread,
and Christian and I are coffee lovers and
have had a family-run café on our wish
list since 2019. Visiting Paris the year
prior forever altered our perspective
on how baked goods and coffee should
taste. We were determined to someday
find or create something similar to what
we experienced.”

On offer at le midi will be brewed
and specialty coffees, sandwiches

on Slocan City Sourdough breads
and bagels, sweets and savouries,
and Revive’s signature smoothies.
Slocan City Sourdough’s cinnamon
buns and doughnuts will be served, as
will Rose’s Revive organic cupcakes,
cakes, cookies and muffins. There
will be breakfast sandwiches and
sandwiches made with local meats
and organic greens. The ‘sandwich
of the week’ will be announced on
Revive’s Facebook and Instagram
pages. Gluten-free, vegetarian, and

vegan options will be available.

“I strive to show people that you
can eat healthy food without it tasting
like healthy food!” says Rose.

Rose’s motto is “healthy and
local first.” She has a background in
hospitality and food, and brings light,
healthy food to the valley through her
smoothies, sweets and sandwiches on
Slocan City Sourdough breads.

Chrystal says Slocan City
Sourdough has “an incredible team
working behind the scenes” but

anticipates expansion in the future.
“As we grow over time, several more
jobs will be created, to keep up with
the café, deliveries and pre-orders,”
she says. “After we make room for
more work tables, we’ll be looking for
a delivery courier to bring our bread
and bagels as far as Trail and up to
Nakusp.”

The café will be open Friday and
Saturday, May 3 and 4, from 9 am
to 3 pm, and then open Thursday to
Sunday from 7 am to 3 pm from May

9 onwards. Hours will expand in June.
Outdoor seating and take-out will be
available at le midi; there is no indoor
seating at this time.

“Christian and I have always
been entrepreneurs fueled by coffee,”
Chrystal says. “Coffee keeps us
inspired, focused and creative. The
le midi team is looking forward to
sharing this passion and excitement for
delicious food and drinks (especially
coffee!) with the Slocan Valley
community!”

Chrystal, Rose and Christian invite everyone to their new café, le midi, in Slocan City.
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Broken Wing concert promises world-class performances

by Art Joyce

Our local arts scene is blessed
with world-class talent. New Denver-
based composer Noel Fudge has been
working on a musical project titled
‘Broken Wing’ that will premiere
at Silverton Memorial Hall on May
26 at 7 pm. Tickets are available at
Silverton Building Supplies and Big
Dog Music in New Denver.

A work-in-progress, the concert
will feature 10 songs from what
will eventually be released as a
complete 21-song cycle. Fudge’s
grand musical vision will be a career
highlight that features the 30-person
Lalin Choir from Nelson directed

FIRE-RESISTANT BARK
Thick bark (e.g. ponderosa pine, Douglas fir)
is an evolutionary adaptation to fire frequen-
cy. Besides preventing moisture loss during
a fire, it insulates the underlying cambium
layer where growth-stimulating hormones
and nutrients flow and lateral growth takes
place. Old-growth trees hold large amounts
of moisture and shade the forest floor; thick
bark makes them fire resistant in low to
moderate-intensity fires.

by Alison Girvan, a string quartet,
bass, keyboards, drums and guitar.
The concept album is a multi-genre
folk-rock odyssey with classical
overtones and a storyline that is both
personal and universal in scope.

“We’re going big,” says Noel.
“The choir is singing three songs,
including Friendly Fire, the only a
capella part in the cycle, a five-part
harmony.”

The Broken Wing storyline is
inspired by Noel’s late father Ken
Fudge, an engineer, musician and
avid music collector with a vast
collection of vinyl records. “There
was always music playing in our
house, non-stop,” Noel recalls. In
1979, Ken was working on dykes
near the Prince George airport when
he stumbled upon a Sandhill crane
whose wing had been broken by a
hunter’s bullet.

“My Dad took the crane under
his wing, so to speak, taking it to
a Delta bird sanctuary for medical
attention. A very special friendship
and connection ensued between these
two very different beings.”

Ken named the crane Tokyo,
now also the title of the lead song in
Broken Wing, composed in the late

1970s —early 1980s style reminiscent
of Toto or Hall and Oates. The
musical influences Noel cites are
wide-ranging, including the Beatles,
Moody Blues, Pink Floyd, Gordon
Lightfoot, Stan Rogers, and Brahms.
The Broken Wing string quartet
to be featured at the concert was
originally composed for the Rolston
String Quartet, the most prestigious
in Canada, sadly now disbanded due
to the financial impact of pandemic
lockdowns.

“One of my favourite string
quartets is Brahms No. 2, so I wrote
the Broken Wing piece inspired by
that. Most people think of strings
as accompaniment, but that’s not
what I did. The strings create the
momentum, the musical interludes
between the songs — they are the
songs.”

An all-star string quartet will
feature Susan Aylard, violinist with
the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra,
winner of many awards and equally
proficient at classical and traditional
Celtic fiddle music; Brie (Faulks)
Hulbert, violinist, fiddler and band
camp teacher; Martine denBok,
Noel’s partner and principal second
violinist with OSO; and Jeff
Farragher, cellist, conductor and
director of the Symphony of the
Kootenays. The Broken Wing band
will feature bandleader Noel Fudge
on vocals and guitar, Jay Buttle
on bass, Dean Spankie on drums,
Helen Davis on backup vocals,
and Jaz Nip on keyboards. Special
guest performer Alison Girvan will
perform as soloist singing one of
Noel’s songs. Having musicians of
such skill means he can compose
without limitations.
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“I can write anything I want
because they’re just phenomenal
players. I can write exactly what I
hear because I know they can play it.
Like Prog Rock, it’s really technical.
I’'m super fortunate to be able to
do that because of Martine and her
colleagues.”

Noel began composing his own
songs from the time he could speak,
and by the time he was in Maple
Ridge high school, was director of
the school’s jazz ensemble, which
won second place in a competition
at Banff. At 15, he was the youngest
band director in Canada at the time.
His obvious talent won him many
scholarships to study music, and he
obtained a performance degree from
Vancouver Community College and a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in composition
at Simon Fraser University. Not
long after its formation, he joined
rock band Crop Circle, which went
on to open for ZZ Top and Bif

Naked, with one of their songs
achieving most played status on a
Kelowna radio station. Since moving
to the Kootenays, he formed the folk
duo Freya with Martine denBok
and also performs with Nelson-
based Klezmeridian, for whom he
is also the songwriter. He has been
commissioned to write orchestral and
choral pieces and frequently works
with renowned Canadian cellist
Johanne Perron.

The scope of the Broken Wing
project will eventually include a
slideshow, poetry interludes,
merchandise and a release on the
beloved vinyl Noel grew up listening
to. He received a grant to write the
string quartet and another one from
CKCA to record three songs from
the cycle and cover some of the
performers’ wages for the concert.
Proceeds from the concert will help
with future grants and expenses to
bring the project to full realization.

Noel Fudge in Sandhill Studio.

CORRECTION

In our article, ‘Silverton man
pleads guilty to Village office
disruption’ published February 8, we
made a grave error. Silverton resident
Stuart Nelson did not plead guilty
to threatening the Village’s chief
administrative officer, as reported. He
did not enter a plea at all; instead, he
agreed to enter into a peace bond. This
means, as reported in our February 8
article, that he agreed to stay away

from the Silverton CAO and the
Village office for 135 days, unless he
needed to attend to Village business.

The article also describes the
alleged confrontation between Nelson
and the CAO as if it were fact.
The peace bond agreement made it
unnecessary for the court to prove
this, so we should have inserted the
word “allegedly” in the sentence
describing the alleged confrontation.
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Revised climate actions endorsed by RDCK board

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

A revised list of climate actions
was endorsed by the Regional
District of Central Kootenay board
of directors at its April 18 meeting.

The new document is two pages
and lists 23 climate actions, whereas
the controversial 2023 draft plan and
accompanying workbook were each
more than 30 pages and provided
details on 99 climate actions.

The revisions focus on resident-
supported actions with the most
direct benefit to local communities.
Actions that did not have resident
support were removed completely,
and content was simplified.

Staff prepared two different
documents for the board’s
consideration. The first option,
which was the one recommended
by staff but not approved by the
board, was six pages and included
climate actions required by senior
governments, climate actions already
approved by the RDCK board, as
well as new actions that had resident
support. The second option, the one
the board approved, listed only the
new actions with resident support —
not the ones required or approved/
underway.

The revisions were made in
response to the 3,518 comments
received during the public
engagement process last year, and
by individual feedback from the
board of directors via a survey earlier
this year.

Neither of the options was
called a ‘plan,” unlike the 2023 draft
‘Climate Action Plan.’

“Staff agree with the feedback
from the engagement which made it
clear that it is not a plan, as it does
not contain explicit timelines and
associated funding,” write Paris
Marshall Smith, Sustainability
Planner and Dauna Ditson,
Community Resilience Coordinator,

in their report to the board.

The first option was called
‘RDCK Climate Actions’ and the
second, approved option is called
‘RDCK Ideas for Climate Action.’

Living document

‘Ideas for Climate Action’ is just
that — a list of ideas.

Before any items can move
forward into action, staff will need
to conduct a feasibility study. If the
analysis proves the idea is a good
fit for the region and its residents,
staff would then prepare a full report
for the board, including how the
action would be funded. The board
of directors would then vote for or
against the action during one of its
regular public meetings.

“Some of the ideas could move
forward if they prove to be a good
fit for our region. Other ideas could
be removed from the list if further
research shows they are not feasible.
As other ideas arise (for example,
when new technology is developed),
they could be added to the list and
brought forward for the board of
directors to consider,” states the
document.

There are nine headings, with
one to five ideas each. Here’s a
sampler.

Transportation and mobility:
Work with the provincial government
to connect communities through
increased regional active and public
transportation options.

Planning for Growth: Consider
a regional approach to land use
planning and support municipalities
and neighbouring areas in planning
for growth together.

Energy Efficiency: Support
community organizations in
switching to renewable energy
sources.

Supporting farmers: Help
farmers and those in the agricultural
industry who would like to prepare
for wildfire emergencies.

Winlaw sees two brush fires so far

by Jan McMurray

The Winlaw fire department has
responded to two brush fires already
this season.

“We urge people not to burn on
a sunny day when it’s windy,” says
Fire Chief Steph Whitney.

On April 23 at noon, the
department was called out by a
neighbour who saw a brush fire on
the neighbouring property and was
concerned about it spreading.

“The property owner wasn’t
home, but he had hired someone to
take care of the brush pile and it got
out of his hands,” Whitney reported.
“By the time we got there, it had
spread to almost half an acre.”

Whitney says the man had a
rake, but no water. “He was doing
a good job of getting it down, but if
he had soaked the area down before
burning, he wouldn’t have had the
problem at all.”

There was a brush fire on this
same property last year, as well.

Three members from the Winlaw
department attended the fire with a
full tender of water (1,500 gallons)

and a smaller truck with 500 litres. It
took them about three hours to fully
extinguish the fire.

In the other Winlaw brush fire
incident this year, “they did have
water, but they lit it in the hottest
part of the day, which is usually the
breeziest and it got out of control,”
Whitney said.

People are asked to follow the
BC Wildfire Service guidelines and
regulations on open burning. These
include clearing the area around
the fire of debris, having water and
hand tools on hand, and checking for
open fire prohibitions or restrictions
and venting conditions first. Fires
bigger than two metres in height and
three metres in width need a burn
registration number (call 1-888-797-
1717). Local governments may also
require a permit for open burning.

Adpvertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Improving water access for
farmers: Look into ways to support
farmers who want to capture and
store more water on their farms.

Protecting and conserving
water: Support the region in
conserving water.

Mitigating risks from
floods and geohazards: Increase
education and awareness of how
the conservation of riverbanks and
shorelines supports flood mitigation
and healthy aquatic systems.

Wood chipping: Explore mobile
chipping program options (such as
wildfire fuel mitigation, yard waste,
landfill wood stream, construction
and demolition, etc.).

Investing: Review RDCK
investment portfolio to be sure it is
divested from fossil fuel creators.
Public input

Before the board made its
decision, it heard a delegation from
three representatives of Kootenay
Freedom, a volunteer group formed in
2020 “in response to unconstitutional
COVID-19 mandates and increasing
government overreach,” according
to the group’s Charter, published on
its website.

Karyn Shaundell, Kevin Shaw,
and Brian McLachlan presented a
petition with almost 800 signatures.

The petition had five requests
of the board: that it acknowledges
that there is no valid scientific
consensus regarding ‘man-made’
climate change; that it drops the
‘net-zero emissions by 2050 goal’
and bases the RDCK'’s actions on
its own merits and not arbitrary
and unrealistic climate goals; that
it commits to protecting farmers’
lands from zoning changes, water
restrictions, and livestock quotas; that
it stops using hyperbolic language
like, “The world is in a global state of
climate crisis’; and that it commits to
keeping local government local, and
protects residents’ rights to privacy,
land ownership, and freedom to
travel.

“Let’s get on track,” said
McLachlan, “by making policy
to lower poverty, not emissions,
by increasing living standards for

residents and helping families be
healthier, self-empowered, and more
resilient. Don’t buy electric cars;
buy good soil. Grow food, not your
bank accounts. Biodiversity is bio-
security. Better irrigation methods.
Less chemical fertilizers. Support
local backyard farming... Together,
we have the power to make this
happen. Let’s do it.”

The board also heard from
RDCK residents, both in-person
and online, during an extended
45-minute public question period.

“I want to know whether you feel
the RDCK plan is doing enough on
the emissions reduction side. .. I think
you could be a little more ambitious
about the ways transportation and
home heating can reduce local
emissions,” said one individual.

“We need more small businesses.

K

If the RDCK wants to squeeze more
money out of people, they have to
let the people earn more money,”
said another.

A few expressed anxieties for
their children and grandchildren’s
futures.

“I’m very, very concerned about
water, about drought,” said a resident.
“How much time will it take for this
to be implemented?”’

“New actions require a level
of investigation,” replied Marshall
Smith. “Depending on the urgency,
depending on availability of staff,
depending on where the priorities
are, we can’t say explicitly [how long
it will take] until we have direction
from the board. But we’ll try to keep
our communication open and you’ll
see [the new items] come back to the
board as we start to move forward.”




RDCK curbside

collection

Curb? What curb?

We live on a steep, narrow,
winding dirt road, that even the
sanding truck can’t always manage.

And the bins pictured in the
literature with their cute little wheels
would probably be great to move
from a garage onto a paved driveway,
but we don’t have either a garage or
pavement.

We currently have an efficient,
convenient system in place for
managing our composting, recycling
and garbage.

Please do not impose an
expensive “service” on us that we
would not use!

Bonnie and Peter Williams
Sproule Creek, Area F

Vote Green for
justice

I trust the Green Party. More
than any other party, anyways. They
care about the environment, global
warming, people and justice. That’s
why I vote Green.

Most of us seem to be aware that
the justice system isn’t playing fair.

RCMP often don’t seem to know
what’s in the Criminal Code, or what
is not. It doesn’t matter what the
crime — if they arrest the perpetrator
and lay charges, that perpetrator
will be home the next day, charges
dropped, free as a bird — rape, DUI,
drug trafficking, stalking and theft all
merrily continuing.

Nothing we can do about it?

Yes, there is. Vote Green.

Eljse de Boer
Fauquier

Open letter to
Premier Eby re:
ICBC

My understanding is that BC
has chosen to have a publicly-
owned insurance company for car

insurance to benefit the drivers of
BC with lower-cost auto insurance.
Unfortunately, this goal is NOT
being met. BC in fact has one of
the highest if not THE highest auto
insurance costs in Canada.

It was a good effort, but it is a
failure.

Please open our insurance
choices to competition in order to
lower the costs of our insurance
in BC. I know this cannot be done
quickly, but if it’s not started, it will
never be done.

Please let those who run
insurance companies for millions
of people choose how to set up
insurance companies for the residents
of BC.ICBC has failed in its goal of
lowering the cost of insurance for
drivers in BC.

Nancy Hansell
Kaslo

His Majesty the
King’s Minister
Dix and Deputy
Minister Brown

You are criminally mandating
the COVID vaccines for healthcare
workers in BC.

Arbiters in Alberta and Ontario
have ruled that all healthcare workers
in those provinces who were fired for
refusing to get two COVID vaccines
must be rehired and compensated.

I’'m ordering you to immediately
end all COVID vaccine mandates in
BC under your purview and rehire
and fully compensate the healthcare
employees you fired.

You and the rest of the WEF/UN/
NWO sellouts have blood on your
hands and most likely numb your
pain with hard drugs and alcohol
daily just to survive the guilt.

Sucks to be you.

Get back to me immediately to
let me know what your intentions
are in this regard so we can sue you
personally if you stall the inevitable.

Kevin Millership
Winlaw

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.

Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
‘We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not

necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

OPINION

Wolves in
sheeps’ clothing

A man won a very prestigious
swimming contest held for woman
athletes. How was that possible?
He self-identified as a woman,
and because of new social dogma
accepted by judges, he was thought
to be the equivalent of a woman
athlete.

This bizarre state of affairs is
perhaps not as rare as all that. We
have the parable of the emperor’s
new clothes, for example, which
instructs us to disbelieve the evidence
of our own senses (the little boy had
to break the spell, of course).

Only one little boy saw through
the psyop, which gives you some
feeling of how powerful ideas can be
when repeated by the whole pyramid
of authority. Examples would be: the
COVID vaccine is safe and effective.
Israel is protecting itself. Politicians
keep their promises.

Atricky thing, self-identification.
Suppose the prime minister of a
democracy wants a law proposing
life imprisonment for hate speech?
Do you think this would be a
dictatorship self-identifying as a
democracy?

Suppose we had a government
hugely subsidizing the oil and gas
industry, which was preaching about
climate change and pushing a carbon
tax? Perhaps they would self-identify
as environmentalists.

What if we put ‘pretend to be’ in
the place of ‘self-identify’?

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Capital idiots

Wow! This new federal budget
will surely put Canada in a deep
freezer for investment.

Currently, individuals and
businesses who sell a capital asset in
Canada incur capital gains taxes at a
50% inclusion rate, which means that
50% of the gain in the asset’s value is
subject to taxation at the individual
or business’s marginal tax rate. The
Trudeau government is raising this
rate to 66.6% for all businesses, trusts
and individuals with capital gains
over $250,000.

Canada currently faces the lowest
growth prospects among all OECD
countries in terms of GDP per person.
Between 2014 and 2021, business
investment in Canada declined by
$44 billion. We are at the bottom
with African countries in terms of

investment. Hiking taxes on capital
will make investment issues worse.
Low business investment affects all
Canadians through lower incomes
and living standards. Capital taxes
are among the most economically
damaging forms of taxation precisely
because they reduce the incentive
to innovate and invest. Taxes on
capital gains do raise revenue but the
economic costs exceed the amount
of tax collected. Instead of attracting
investors, Canada is shunning them
and reducing the quality of life for
all Canadians.
“I think growing an economy is
a good way to help with a deficit, but
ultimately, it’s about fiscal discipline
and responsible spending — and smart
decisions.” -Justin Trudeau
If only!
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Jet travel
It is Monday afternoon in the
West Kootenay region of southern
British Columbia. I just sat out on
my veranda playing my guitar for
less than an hour. In that time, four
jets flew over my little piece of valley
going east and west and two going
north and south, and I can see distant
jet trails in the neighbouring Slocan
River Valley as well. It happens
every time I take the opportunity to
sit out there. As I watch, those jet
trails grow wider and wider. It is a
perfect sunny day with just the odd
cumulus cloud, far below the level of
the jet tails. So what should be a blue
sky is now almost all obscured by jet
cloud. This is just one small piece
of the sky. There is no way that that
amount of jet travel is not having a
serious effect on the Earth’s climate.
But the world’s governors are all
intent on growing the economy and
increasing the jet travel. Our fearless
leader is no doubt tuning up his
two full-size jets to run his coming
election campaign, hoping to win so
he and his entourage can board more
jets to fly off to some far-flung corner
of the earth to discuss the climate
crisis, and, oh yeah, party ‘er up.
Utter Madness!
Rod Retzlaff

Glade
Disability

poverty pension

There are well over 660,000
people with disabilities in Canada
living below the poverty level, and
the new federal program will give
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them $200 a month more — that is,
if they can even qualify for it. That
is still well below the poverty line.
Trudeau’s government gives away
our tax dollars by the billions to
foreign countries — for example,
$40 million a year to the Aga Khan’s
charity. Incidentally, he’s one of the
world’s wealthiest men and could
well afford to fully fund his own
charity. But Trudeau can’t find it in
his heart to take care of Canada’s
people who are disabled through no
fault of their own. Instead, what he
is offering them is the opportunity to
take advantage of his new easy peasy
assisted suicide program when he
makes their life so unbearable that
they will give up hope.

How do these politicians live
with themselves, knowing that
there are people living in poverty in
Canada and they are doing nothing
about it? Obviously, very well thank
you, as evidenced by MP Laurence
MacAulay’s photo of himself dining
on lobster at taxpayers’ expense
while on a government trip to Kuala
Lumpur. But he’s in good company
because he’s not the only one with
lavish tastes at taxpayers’ expense.
The Governor General thought
nothing of spending $100,000 for
lavish catering in 2020 on a flight
to Dubai, and the list goes on. Our
politicians should be ashamed of
themselves. They all gave themselves
huge raises recently while making
sure that the poor people would
remain poor.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

Don’t worry!

The G7 leaders — from USA,
Germany, Japan, France, United
Kingdom, Italy and Canada — will
meet in Puglia, Italy, from June
13 to 15. By then, newspapers and
media analysts will most likely
again tell us they might not all get
along on some major issues during
this summit, among other things on
the fight against climate change and
ongoing conflicts.

But please... don’t worry! They
will all agree as thick as thieves,
you can be sure in advance, on
everything that really matters: letting
the destiny of our world in the
hands of rich people, banks and
big corporations; for the benefit of
these, despoiling poor countries
with a sophisticated set of economic,
political and military measures
to subdue them, stop their march
towards democracy and justice
and reduce their populations to
poverty and obedience; maintaining
democracy in its embryonic state in
rich countries and doing everything
to stop it in the poorest ones, by
private control of information and
entertainment in the rich ones, by
force and intimidation in the poorest
ones; and at all cost, preventing the
sharing of powers that would lead
to real democracy — that is direct

democracy — and thus to equalit§
continued on page
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continued from page 4
and justice.

I can already hear someone
asking: “But what can we do?” Well,
we can start at the beginning! We
can start talking with our friends and
colleagues about things that matter
for us: justice, fairness, environment,
democracy and equality. Questioning
our world is certainly the first step
and a huge step toward a better
world.

Bruno Marquis
Gatineau, Quebec

What about
Earth Day

We just finished marking the 54th
Earth Day, with the intent of bringing
attention to the care of our planet,
which is under increasing stress from
increasing climate disruption. How
are we doing with that, you might
ask. Some of those advocating for
the protection of our planet have been
called ‘foreign-funded ecoterrorists,’
while others have been accused of
spreading false information from a
nefarious global organization.

In the West Kootenay, we have
a Regional District having to cut
back on what initially were modest
climate mitigation plans and projects
due to some community objection.
The science is not settled, with
most predictions failing to happen.
Citing Time magazine cover pages
to illustrate the point and at the same
time claiming the media is pushing a
false narrative.

On the bright side is the
provincial initiative from West Coast
Environmental Law to recover some
of the costs of climate disruption that
can be attributed to the negligence
of big oil withholding what they
knew about burning fossil fuels and
climate change. The Sue Big Oil
campaign has had some uptake from
jurisdictions on the West coast and
so far in the Kootenays, the Village
of Slocan is the only jurisdiction
to get involved. Others, it seems,
are not interested in the prospect of
recovering some of our tax dollars.

Getting back to the Regional
District and its modest attempt
at meaningful climate policy,
community pushback included
reluctance to spend money on
mitigation when the costs and
outcomes are uncertain. Ironically,
there is an implied willingness
to accept unknown costs over
an unknown time and unknown
consequences other than the
predictions made by the scientific
community, but remember they
are not to be trusted for their data
and results are controlled by those
funding the research.

That in a nutshell might describe
how we are doing, but don’t be
discouraged — the 55th Earth Day is
just a year away.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Curbside
collection

referendum

Did you get the brochure from
the RDCK about the upcoming
referendum on curbside collection?
I got the brochure and attended the
public information session on April
9 at Crescent Valley Hall. I learned
several things that were not presented
in the brochure.

To begin with, there is no map
showing the affected area. The area
includes parts of both Area H and
Area F combined as one unit but
does not include all of either Area.
The affected area in Area H starts
at Passmore in the north and only
on the east (or Highway 6) side of
the Slocan River. In Slocan Park,
it covers both sides of the river.
Then at Crescent Valley, it reverts
to the Highway 6 side of the river;
in other words, it does not include
Krestova. It goes on to include
Voykin subdivision, South Slocan,
and on to Bonnington, etc. in Area
F. It also includes the North Shore,
Nelson from Nelson all the way out
to Kokanee Park. (Finding the map
and information on the referendum
on the RDCK website can be a bit
of a challenge.)

The brochure tells us the cost per
household starting in 2025 would not
exceed $280.02/year for the first five
years. What it doesn’t say is that there
is the possibility (or probability?) of a
25% increase in that fee in 2029 and
every five years thereafter.

The RDCK will provide three
‘animal-resistant’ containers for
you to use: one each for recycling,
organic waste, garbage. You will
need to figure out where you want
to store them. Food waste is to be
picked up weekly with garbage and
recycling picked up on alternating
weeks. If you have stinky stuff, it
was suggested it could be stored in
your freezer.

About materials accepted for
recycling: only containers and paper
will be picked up. You will still need
to go to the recycling depot to deposit
your styrofoam, soft plastics (snack
bags, overwrap, etc.) and glass.

About organics/food waste: we
were told yard waste can be included
but no large branches from pruning
trees.

When I asked what this would
mean for the current local small
business that deals with garbage
collection in the Valley, I was told
that he could bid on the contract to
provide the service. Unfortunately,
as a basically one-man operation,
I doubt he would be able to cover
the whole area involved in the
referendum.

For myself as a senior citizen, I
neither need nor want the service. I
have my compost bin for organics;
food scraps go to friends’ chickens
and/or dogs; I can deal with all my
own recycling at one time; and, I'm
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quite satisfied with Doug’s Disposal
doing my garbage collection. I’ve
spoken with other seniors who have
low fixed incomes and are very
concerned about the fees which they
feel they simply cannot afford.

One further comment: There is
no opting out if the referendum is
approved! You may not have to use
the service if you don’t want to BUT
you do have to pay for it.

All it takes is a majority of one
vote to decide this referendum either
for or against. Your vote could be
that one vote!

K. Varney

Our health is

not for sale

The meeting of the 77th World
Health Assembly will be held May
27-June 1, 2024. There will be a
vote on the amendments to the
International Health Regulations.
Passing of the amendments will
reinvent the global health model
into one where our health will be
controlled by — a drug cartel. What
were once recommendations will
become legally binding. There
will always be some kind of health
emergency restricting and controlling
what people can do. Doctors will
have to use the cartel’s drugs to treat
the health emergencies. The world’s
population will lose control of their
health and be subject to inoculations
and vaccines like livestock on a farm.
Governments will look the other way
as this gives them another way to
control people.

A corporation’s reason for
existence is to make money. Big
Pharma will now have the legal
power to exploit global health.
There is a historical example where
a society was dominated by a drug
cartel. China suffered 150 years
of drug-induced devastation at the
hands of British, American, and other
free traders.

Prior to western contact, opium
in China was used for medicinal
purposes. After contact, the British
became addicted to the tea and silk
of China. They had nothing to pay for
it so the recreational use of opium,
grown in India, was introduced.

In 1727, 200 chests of opium
weighing 150 pounds each were
imported. In 1799, 4,500 chests of
opium were imported. Between
1839 and 1860, two fierce wars were
fought to open up more ports for
what they called free trade. China
was forced to pay war reparations
and had the Emperor’s Summer
Palace plundered and destroyed. By
1879, imports ballooned to 105,000
chests. As much as 10% of China’s
population became addicted to the
drug.

Opium addicts spent two-thirds
of their income on their addiction and
had a life expectancy of six years.
Casual users fared better but both
types of users were dead by the age of
50. A good book on this subject and
a glimpse into Chinese history is The

Opium Wars by W. Travis Hanes 111,
PhD. and Frank Sanello. Opium use
continued in China until 1949 when
Mao Tse Tung virtually wiped it out.

The opium trade was very
morally corrupting. When he was
young, future English Prime Minister
Willian Gladstone delivered a career-
making speech denouncing the
trade. Thirty years later, wealth from
the trade so corrupted the nation,
Gladstone himself embraced the
trade and the revenue it brought.

If the amendments to the IHR are
passed, the powers of Big Pharma
would be morally corrupting.
Real health problems would be
overlooked in the search for ‘health
emergencies’ — and new markets
for drugs? Usually governments
are on the watch for companies
defrauding them. By agreeing to
the amendments, the government
is handing Big Pharma (the WHO)
a blank cheque. What checks and
balances are there on how the money
is spent? Will enough be left over
to fund our health care? Does the
government notice the conflict of
interest?

Let’s not trust the drug companies
with our health. There’s the saying “If
you want the job done properly, do it
yourself.” Reject the amendments to
the IHR. Exit the WHO!

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Fraud victim’s

stor

On Tuesday, April 2, I had been
trying to change my password for
Facebook, and was given a number
by my girlfriend in Ontario. She found
a number for Facebook Customer
Support by googling it, so I called
1-888-727-1081. A man answered,
“Facebook Customer Support,” so
I explained that I could not change
my password. He said his name was
Maxwell and gave me an ID #1019,
Badge #FCB4789 and Reference
#8130792382. He told me I had been
frauded and transferred me to their
‘fraud department.” David Johnson
answered and seemed very concerned
for me and wanted to help. He said
the only way to catch these fraudsters
was to allow him to come onto my
computer remotely so he could see
what happened. So, I allowed him
on my computer. He convinced me
that I was in deep trouble and they
could help, but he needed to move
some money around so they could
catch the perps.

Iam so troubled by what happened
and cannot believe I allowed it. I feel
like I was hypnotized or something,
because I tell people all the time not to
give out personal information on the
phone. They scared me into thinking
that this was the only way to catch
these fraudsters. For three days, I let
them fool around with my computer,
open a line of credit and phone my
banks to allow some transfers of
money. They said when they were
done, it would all be exactly as it

was when they began. On the third
day, when they started talking about
bitcoin and putting money there,
my partner got suspicious and went
to the RCMP and reported it. I was
still on the phone with the supposed
Facebook guy and told him my
partner had reported it, and he said
that was fine. He then told me they
would call me back in the morning.
An RCMP officer was apparently
supposed to come by that day.

In the meantime, my BMO bank
manager phoned me and asked me
what was going on. I found out they
had stolen $1,000 out of my CIBC
account and $3,000 or $4,000 from
BMO. I got a girlfriend to drive me
to Nelson BMO and saw the bank
manager there on Friday, April 5. 1
called the ‘Facebook number’ from
her office, and asked them to speak
to her, as they were still trying to talk
me into taking money out and putting
it in bitcoin. She yelled at them and
they hung up on her. She told me not
to contact them anymore, but that I
had no recourse as I had agreed to all
of this. I also went to CIBC and closed
my account there.

I called the RCMP on Friday,
April 5 and got a case number, and
said I had more information to give
them. I called RCMP several times
over the next few days, and finally
gave the alleged Facebook info to the
receptionist, but no one got back to
me until Monday or Tuesday. By then,
the ‘Facebook number’ I had been
given was no longer in service. I don’t
know if the RCMP fraud department
could have done anything about it
if I had been able to give them that
information sooner.

AsIsaid, I am being told because
I agreed to all of this, I have no
recourse. I just don’t understand
really, why not. Yes, I had agreed,
but it was in good faith that this
was legitimate and above board,
and that I would have all my money
back when they were done. And that
the fraudsters would be caught and
apprehended. I was very frightened. I
am completely devastated and feel so
violated. I should have known better
and am having trouble sleeping.

I have been on the phone for
days with Equifax and TransUnion,
my banks and the RCMP fraud
department, alerting everyone and
trying to get my money back. I just
saw on the news that another woman
was frauded through Facebook. I
also saw that there is a class-action
suit against BMO, which I will try
and join.

Banks have insurance, and even
though we have personal house
insurance, I don’t think it covers this.
I am requesting that my financial
institutions cover these thefts.

Linda Kelly
Kaslo

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village is giving notice
of its intent to consider issuing a
Temporary Use Permit (TUP) to
the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society (KJES)
to operate a campground on the
lands known as South Beach. The
campground would be active from
August 1 to 5, in conjunction with
the 2024 Kaslo Jazz Festival.

Council considered what
conditions to impose if the TUP is
granted, such as a $5,000 damage
deposit and a commitment that the
site be returned to its pre-event
condition no later than 14 days after
the event. The site also includes

municipal road allowances, so KIES
would need proof of insurance with
the Village as an additional insured.

KIJES has operated and managed
the site as a campground in years
past. For this year, it has hired 24-
hour security and will have guards
on-site from 12 pm on August 1
until 12 pm on August 5. KJES has
also hired an independent contractor
to provide 24-hour first aid, to
alleviate pressure on local medical
services. If the TUP is approved,
more arrangements will be made for
wildlife-proof garbage disposal, and
potable water availability.

The South Beach property owner
has given KJES consent. Council
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Kaslo council, April 23: Permit for Jazz Fest campground at South Beach

will make a decision on the TUP at
its May 14 meeting.
Langham road closure

The Langham Cultural Society
is having a 50th anniversary block
party on Saturday, June 8, and
council approved its request for a
road closure.

A portion of 5th Street — south
of A Avenue and the laneway in
Block 10 — will be closed to traffic
from 11:30 am to 4:30 pm on June
8. The laneway will remain open to
emergency vehicles. Access to the
Legion parking lot will be affected,
but the Legion is in support of the
application.

The block party will feature

vendors, artists and artisans, hoop
dancers, balloon artists, face painting,
a food truck, and more. There will
also be activities at the Langham
galleries and theatre, and a dance at
the Legion in the evening.

Banner agreement

Council amended its agreement
with North Kootenay Lake Arts and
Heritage Council (NKLAHC) to
allow installation of a decorative
banner on the utility pole beside City
Hall. The pole is on the corner of 4th
Street and B Avenue.

The agreement already allows
banners during the summer months
on the 300-400 block of Front Street,
and portions of 4th and 5th Streets

Kaslo council, April 17: More budget talk

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo council gathered on April
17 for its second Committee of the
Whole budget discussion.

Interim Chief Financial
Officer (CFO) Linda Tynan led the
presentation, which covered the tax
rates, capital projects, grants, and
reserves.

The financial plan was given
first and second reading at council’s
regular meeting on April 23. On May
9, it is set to receive a third reading,
and the tax rate bylaw is set to receive
three readings.

Both the financial plan bylaw and
tax rate bylaw are set to be adopted
on May 14.

Tax rates
Municipal tax rates for a

residential property will increase by
about 5%, though some numbers still
need to be finalized, said CFO Tynan.

Village taxes make up
approximately 35.6% of the total tax
bill. Other taxes on the bill include
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(30.3%), school (27.1%), police
(3.7%), hospital district (2.6%), and
the Municipal Finance Authority
and British Columbia Assessment
Authority (0.6%).

For the Village’s 35.6%, it
anticipates collecting $782,000 for
2024. Last year, it collected $732,000.
Capital projects

Planned capital projects for 2024
include completing the Kaslo River
Dike Project and Front Street Park;
upgrades to the arena; purchasing
a zero-turn mower and a skid steer

snowblower; UV disinfection
upgrades at the water treatment plant;
and a $500,000 paving project.

These projects are usually funded
through grants and reserves.
Grants

CFO Tynan spoke to specific
grants and what they will be funding
this year.

The January 1, 2024 starting
balance of the Canada Community-
Building (Gas Tax) Fund was
$222.,920. This year, it will fund
LED streetlights ($15,000), part
of a paving project on Front Street
($200,000), the design of the SS
Moyie Amphitheatre ($40,000), and
the PRV 2 & 4 Design ($26,393).
The Government of Canada offers
this funding every year, and the
Village expects a 2024 contribution

of $108,206, leaving the December
31 ending balance at $49,733.

The Growing Communities
Fund starting balance was $942,714.
Projected expenditures include
the Village’s contribution to arena
upgrades ($32,000), the wastewater
treatment plant design ($50,000),
and the rest of the paving project
($300,000).

The COVID Safe Restart Grant
started the year with $268,728. This
year, it will fund the Village’s portion
of the asset management project and
the Manager of Strategic Initiatives. It
will also fund new computer software
and the professional services for
smooth staff transitions. This includes
the Interim CAQ’s wages.

The Community Development
Fund started with $92,813. The fund
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between A Avenue and Front Street.
So far, NKLAHC has 22 artists
who have agreed to paint a banner.
Before installation, banners must be
approved by Village staff.
Arena property reserve
The Village will reimburse the
Kaslo & District Arena Association
(KDAA) the $2,181.96 cost of
repairs to the Olympia ice surfacer.
The funds will come out of
the $100,000 donation that the
KDAA received, which the Village
has been holding in the Kaslo and
Area D Arena Property Reserve
Fund. The donation came from
the Pearson family, in memory of
Murray Pearson.

is provided by the RDCK, which
will contribute another $35,000
this year. It will fund the planning
project ($10,000), painting City Hall
($27,253), and the Kemball Building
project ($20,000). $16,500 will be
offered as grants to eligible proposals
from the community. The year-end
balance will be $54,960.
Reserves

CFO Tynan recommended
developing a reserve contribution
strategy, as there isn’t anything in
place right now.

Mayor Suzan Hewat was happy
to report that the Village currently
doesn’thave any debt, and Tynan said
it’s a good time to be transferring to
reserves.

Total reserve funds by the end of
the year are projected at $2,755,803.

Cooper Creek Cedar publishes logging plans in North Kootenay Lake

by Jan McMurray

Cooper Creek Cedar has
published draft maps and site plans
for six proposed cutblocks in the
North Kootenay Lake region.

The draft site plans and maps
for CCC’s proposed cutting permit
421 are on the company’s website
(coopercreekcedar.com). General
overview maps with much less detail
have also been published on the
government’s Forest Operations Map
online portal at fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/
public/projects. Public comments
can be made on the government
portal until May 2.

Three of the six cutblocks are
located on Greyhorse Ridge, while
the other three are quite close to the
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community of Meadow Creek, Hwy
31 and the Lardeau River. Blocks 1,2
and 3 sit just north of Meadow Creek
and south of Howser, and extend
along the west side of Hwy 31 and
the Lardeau River.

Block 1 (7.3 hectares), the
northernmost block of the three
near Meadow Creek, is located
more than 250 metres from the edge
of the Lardeau River. Block 2 (29.1
hectares) is about 60 metres from
the river at the nearest point and
block 3 (41 hectares), closest to the
community of Meadow Creek, is 100
metres from the river at the nearest
point. Block 2 skirts the edge of the
Marblehead Transfer Station.

The three cutblocks on Greyhorse
Ridge are 44.8 hectares, 39.8 hectares
and 12.3 hectares.

All six blocks are planned to
be clearcut with reserves, using
conventional ground-based or cable
methods. CCC is proposing to
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clearcut approximately 174 hectares
altogether in CP 421. About 90
hectares are slated for cable logging
on steep slopes.

Approximately 12.5 hectares
of roads are proposed in the plans:
about 6.5 kilometres for blocks 1,2
and 3 and about six kilometres for
the Greyhorse Ridge blocks.

Wildlife tree retention areas are
planned for all six blocks in cutting
permit 421, totalling about 10.1% of
the cutting permit area. In the three
blocks closest to Meadow Creek,
WTRASs consist of 0.5 hectares in
block 1 (6.8% of the block), 4.8
hectares in block 2 (16.5%), and 4.3
hectares (10.5%) in block 3.

There are water licences within
all six blocks, and referral notices
were sent to licencees on February
20.

All six blocks fall within the
Southern Mountain Caribou Matrix
Range, Grizzly Bear Habitat and
Connectivity Corridor, and migratory
bird habitat.

The site plans indicate that no
harvest of old forest is included in
any of the six cutblocks. They also all
say that a visual impact assessment
was completed in 2023, and the
cutting permit meets visual quality
objectives for ‘modification’ and
‘partial retention.’

An archaeological review
identified three ‘areas of potential’
within blocks 2 and 3. These areas

have been reserved from harvest, the
site plans say.

The Valley Voice reached out
to Cooper Creek Cedar for more
information, but was told that “CCC
does not believe it is appropriate to

engage with the local communities
via the media about the CP 421
operational plans,” as “there is a
process mechanism for the public to
make comments to CCC about the
cutting permit.”

Suzan Hewat joins Columbia Basin Trust board

submitted

Suzan Hewat, Kaslo’s mayor, joins
the board of directors of Columbia
Basin Trust, becoming part of the
12-member board that works to
ensure the organization continues to
support the efforts of the people in the
Columbia Basin.

“I’d like to welcome Suzan,
who, with fellow new members
Angus Graeme, Karen Hamling, and
Christine Hoechsmann, will be part
of a board of directors that reflects
the diverse interests of Columbia
Basin communities,” said Katrine
Conroy, Minister of Finance and the
Minister Responsible for Columbia
Basin Trust. “I’d also like to thank
departing members Aimee Watson,
Carol Andrews, Corky Evans and
David Raven for their service.”

Hewat replaces Watson as the
RDCK nominee and joins three other
new members announced earlier this
year: Graeme from Nelson, Hamling
from Nakusp, and Hoechsmann from
Cranbrook.

“We are thrilled to have Suzan join
the board, adding a Basin-focused and
community-minded voice around the

table,” said board chair Jocelyn Carver.
“We look forward to her contributions
and perspectives.”

Hewat was raised in Nakusp and
has been in the finance field for over
40 years, working for the same firm
for over 22 years in Kaslo. She has
served the community of Kaslo in
many ways, including volunteering
with the Kaslo Daycare Society, 1st
Kaslo Scout Group, and Kaslo Minor
Hockey, to name a few. She was also a
Village councillor for 10 years before
becoming mayor in 2014, a position
she continues to hold. She also serves
on the Regional District of Central
Kootenay board and as a committee
member on the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities.

“I am grateful for the support of
the RDCK board, especially Chair
Watson, whose encouragement has
been invaluable,” said Hewat. “This
role offers a wonderful opportunity to
deepen my understanding of the Trust
and of what matters most to the people
of the Basin, and I am eager to work
alongside the board and staff in the
coming years to contribute to the well-
being of the region.”
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New Denver draft budget and tax rates presented by CFO at special meeting

by Jan McMurray

The Village of New Denver’s
five-year budget and tax rate bylaws
were given three readings at a special
meeting on April 23, and are expected
to be adopted at the May 14 council
meeting.

For the owner of an average
single-family home —worth $411,372
this year compared to $376,581 last
year — municipal taxes are going up
8.4% or $69 this year, from $823 to
$892. With the 5% increase in water
rates from $377 to $396, the average
homeowner will be paying $88 more
than last year in municipal taxation
and utilities.

Garbage collection rates remain
the same as last year at $180.

Revenues in 2024 are projected
to be just over $4 million, compared
to just under $2 million for the
following four years. “One of the
reasons that is so high this year is
because of the conditional grants,”
explained Chief Financial Officer
Nathan Russ. “There are a lot of
capital projects this year, funded by
grants.”

Of the $4 million in revenues,
about $2 million is budgeted for
operating expenses. That leaves
about $2 million for capital projects
and for tucking away into reserve
funds — and that comes up short about
$500,000. So about $500,000 will
come out of reserve funds to balance
the budget.

Projects

There is $2.7 million in grants
for projects this year. Most of that
funding will be spent on capital
projects, but some will be spent
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on some interesting projects in the
operating budget, as well.

Some of these are the downtown
revitalization plan ($32,000), a
housing needs report ($30,000), an
OCP and zoning update ($100,000),
floodplain mapping ($150,000),
completion of the environmental
assessment of the old landfill site
($60,000), traffic calming ($20,000),
and de-escalation training for staff
and council ($10,000).

The capital budget includes
Centennial Park (almost
$700,000), Kootenay Street
Active Transportation ($283,000),
accessibility upgrades ($35,755),
outdoor garbage bins ($30,000),
skills park ($13,155), well relocation
(almost $1 million), water main to
Orchard ($181,654). Capital projects
come to $2.3 million, and are being
funded mostly through grants, with
some coming from reserves.

Both Councillors Colin Moss
and John Fyke gave kudos to staff
for getting so many grants for the
several projects the Village has on
its plate this year.

Reserve funds

About $230,000 is going into
reserve funds this year, compared to
about $193,000 last year.

“Staff has been doing a lot of
planning and finding out what it
would take to replace the Village’s
assets. We came to the determination
that the contributions to the
equipment reserve and fire reserve
had to be increased,” Russ said.

This year, $40,000 will be
allocated to equipment reserve,
compared to $10,000 in past years.
That allocation increases by quite a
bit over the next four years until it
reaches $64,000 in 2028.

The fire reserve contribution is
up to $74,029 this year, compared
to $50,919 last year. Increases are
steady over the next four years until
the reserve reaches $57,243 in 2028.

The allocation to the water
reserve is set at $30,578 in the draft
budget, rising each year to reach
$57,243 in 2028.

Contributions to the community
works fund (gas tax) remain at
$82,849 over the five-year plan.

“It’s fiscally responsible to be
putting that money aside and making

sure we can replace those assets,”
Russ said.

“That’s a big reason for the tax
increase this year,” Mayor Leonard
Casley added.

Taxation

The Village’s revenue from
taxation comes to about $405,000
this year, compared to $360,522

last year — an 8.9% increase.
The amount coming in from the
boundary expansion this year is
$9,637. Residents in this area (mostly
Denver Siding) are being eased in to
paying municipal taxes. They will
pay 70% this year, 80% next year,
90% the following year and 100%
the year after.

Slocan ReDi applications adjudicated

by Joanne Feenstra

Slocan Village council met
April 15 to hear ReDi grant public
presentations and again on April 22
to decide on their recommendations
for the distribution of those grants.

The total the Village could award
was $34,386 and the total grants
requested was almost double at
$60,876.00.

The funding for the grants comes
from the Columbia Basin Trust and
is administered through the RDCK.
Final approval for the grants is given
by the RDCK board.

Michelle Morelli spoke on behalf
of the Slocan Community Library
to ask for upgrades for furniture and
shelving. Council awarded the full
request of $1,000.

The Slocan Waterfront Society
requested $8,000 towards the
establishment of a kokanee hatchery
for Slocan Lake. Although council
supports the idea in principle, they
denied the request because they are
in very preliminary discussions with
Michael Zimmer of the Okanagan
Nation Alliance about such a
hatchery.

The Slocan Valley Community
Band asked for $3,500 toward an
honorarium for the conductor, hall
rental, new sheet music, instrument
repair, advertising and photocopying.
They were awarded $2,500.

Treehugger Retreats and Events
was awarded $2,000 towards the
total project costs of $12,000 for the

second annual Harmony Festival,
which will be held July 20 and 21
on the beach. This event will host
live music all day Saturday and
acoustics on Sunday. It will be a
family friendly, alcohol-free event
with activities for kids, workshops,
volleyball, water games and food and
artisan vendors.

Treehugger Retreats and Events
was also awarded $2,000 towards
the Winter Carnival, which will
have an ice slide, carnival games
hosted by Slocan Valley Youth
Network, snow sculpture and other
workshops, activities for kids and
food and artisan vendors followed
by an afterparty alcohol-free dance
at the Legion.

Slocan Valley Rail Trail Society
was awarded $1,000 towards sign
upgrades and replacements. Craig
Lawrence said the society is hoping
to eliminate the highway grade signs
currently installed and downgrade to
75 smaller stop and yield signs, along
with markers on every street crossing,
new vinyl parts on the big kiosk signs,
and signage regarding speed limits
because of the increasing presence
of e-bikes on the trail.

Laura Lee McGhie spoke to
the Village on behalf of the Slocan
Annual Christmas Tree Light-Up
organizers. Council awarded the full
amount of $900 to improve lighting
in the event area. When McGhie
explained it was difficult for the kids
to see Santa at the event, Pat Ashton,
aka Santa, nodded.

Christina Knight, coordinator
of the Slocan Saturday Market,
requested $6,000. She said music is
an important aspect of the eight-year-
old market and funds would be for
the musicians and sound technicians,
to fund supplies and the director
for the children’s zone. Council
agreed to allocate $3,000 after some
discussion. Councillor Ezra Buller,
who feels council should not support
the market on an ongoing basis with
funds for labour, suggested $2,000
and asking Knight to attend a meeting
with council to determine other ways
to support the market. Mayor Jessica
Lunn stated that the market had an
important value to the municipality
as a whole and that the benefits get
leveraged throughout the community.
Councillor Jordan Knott noted that
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council gave the market a separate
$2,000 recently. He said the market is
an incredible community event, and
consideration of the existing vendor
fee structure might be required.

WE Graham Community Service
Society submitted several requests
for funding and received 100% of
what they asked for. The Senior’s
Lunch program was allocated $1,677.
The Learning Centre Technology,
Access & Equity Program, to provide
training in computer literacy and
access to the internet and to computer
equipment, received $2,000. Better at
Home, which supports seniors in their
own homes, was awarded $3,000.
The Early Years Communication
& Coordination Project was given
$2,000.

The Valley View Golf Club was
awarded half of the $2,000 requested.
Ezra Buller, Slocan councillor,
recused himself from the discussion
on this item and spoke on behalf of
the golf course. The funds will be
used to support machinery and club
house upgrades. The golf course is
planning to expand its offerings by
establishing a nine-hole disc golf
course, the fastest growing sport in
BC.

Cliff Froehlich spoke to the need
for Fitness Centre upgrades. Council
awarded the full request of $4,000
for a portable air filtration system
and a lock system that could curb the
late-night activities that happen at the
centre from time to time.

Pat Ashton, representing the
annual Hallowe’en Hoot, requested
$4,999 to replace the fireworks firing
module. The event draws around 900
people to the community each year.
With the new module, Fireworks
Canada could set up a course here.
Council awarded the full amount.

Additionally, the Valhalla
Community Choir was awarded
$250; the Bee Awareness Program
$810; Country Road Theatre Lab
$250; Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital & Health Foundation
Society Orthopedic Enhancement
Project $500; Diverse Family Roots
Society $250; Summit Lake Racers
(ski coach training) $100; Kootenay
Christian Fellowship (Our Daily
Bread Food Security Program)
$250; Slocan Valley Threads Guild
(interior floor replacement) $500;
New Denver Hospice Society $300.

Mayor Lunn shared that a
participant at the public meeting
on April 15 said they appreciated
the energy in the room and felt they
were winning the lottery instead
of begging for money. Lunn stated
that it was very inspiring to see how
many people are doing so much for
the community.
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Trouble in Paradise? Legal action threatened against SIFCo and Ministry of Forests

by Jan McMurray

The Slocan Integral Forestry
Cooperative (SIFCo) and the BC
Ministry of Forests have received a
cease and desist letter from a lawyer
representing a group of residents
living in Paradise Valley east of
Winlaw. The letter demands they
abandon wildfire mitigation plans
in the Dumont Creek watershed and
threatens legal action if SIFCo and
the Ministry of Forests refuse to
comply with their demand.

“Commercial logging and road
building by SIFCo under the guise
of ‘wildfire fuel management’
threatens our quality of life and
our ability to continue living here
long-term,” says spokesperson John
Wittmayer in a press release issued
by Dumont Creek Water Users on
April 21. “We have therefore issued
the demand letter, calling on SIFCo

and the Province to abandon their
commercial logging plans for Crown
land in the Paradise Valley.”

Stephan Martineau, Manager
of SIFCo, confirmed that the co-op,
which manages the Slocan Valley
Community Forest, has plans to do
two forms of thinning in that area.

“About half of our plan
involves cleaning the forest floor of
accumulated fuel and taking the non-
merchantable smaller trees that are
choking the forest out. This results
in a park-like setting and greatly
reduces the likelihood of a ground
fire starting in the summer months
and becoming a landscape-sized
fire as with the Trozzo fire of 2021.”
Martineau says this part of the plan
will start in 2024 and continue into
2025.

“Our second type of treatment,
planned for the fall of 2025, involves

Survey shows support for Area H
North TV/radio service

by Jan McMurray

Results of the survey sent out by
the TV society in the New Denver-
Silverton area show that the great
majority of respondents want to
continue to fund the service.

“The society board is very happy
to get such a positive response to
our work over the past years,” said
David Everest, president of the
society.

A total of 726 surveys were
distributed as an insert in the Valley
Voice to all residents in the North
Slocan Valley. The society received
134 responses: 108 people (81%)
voted to continue funding the service,
10 people (7%) voted against,and 16
(12%) voted to continue funding the

radio service only.

“The TV society board would
like to gently remind supporters of
the service that it takes more than
funding to make a service like this
work,” Everest said. “This would
be an excellent time to pitch in as a
volunteer and allow a couple of long-
serving directors to retire.”

The society decided to send
out the survey at the request of
New Denver Mayor and RDCK
representative Leonard Casley.
Casley wanted some proof that
residents were happy to keep
contributing tax dollars for the
service. Property owners in the
service area pay approximately $6.20
per $100,000 of assessed value.

New Denver gets grant for

Kootenay Street

by Jan McMurray

The Village of New Denver
has received a provincial grant to
continue its active transportation
project around New Market Foods.

Scheduled for spring 2025,
this part of the project involves a
sidewalk along Kootenay Street
from the Osprey Residence up to 6th
Avenue, as well as improvements at
the intersection of Kootenay Street
and 6th, including curb extensions
with letdowns.

The project doesn’t include
installation of a curb along the length
of the sidewalk from Slocan Avenue
to 6th Avenue; the Village intends
to install a curb in future when the
road is paved up to the sidewalk and
parking stalls are established.

The $278.,000 project will be
paid for with a $198,000 grant from
the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure and $80,000 from
the provincial Local Government
Climate Action Program funding.

Accessibility improvements in
front of Knox Hall are scheduled
to be completed this fall. These
improvements include a curb
extension with accessible curb
drops and asphalt to accommodate
handicapped parking and wheelchair

access from the street to Knox Hall
and the library.

This work at Knox Hall is being
funded by a grant from the federal
Enabling Accessibility Fund. The
Village received this $100,000
grant in 2021, and has used it for
accessibility improvements at the
hall, including renovation of ramps
and washrooms, installation of
wider doors and automatic door
openers, and creating Building Code-
compliant access to the upper and
lower floors.

“The goal of the work is to enable
full participation of individuals with
barriers to mobility in community
activities held on site,” Community
Planner Jessica Rayner said.
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removing merchantable timber
and leaving the biggest, healthiest
and most fire-resistant trees
standing, creating the conditions
for a future old-growth stand,”
Martineau said. “Our approach is
ecosystem-based. When planning
such wildfire mitigation activities,
we ask ourselves what needs to be
left behind for ecosystem health as
opposed to what needs to be taken
out.”

Martineau says SIFCo has
invited John Wittmayer and his
group several times to meet with
them or go on a tour, to no avail.
“For the last 15 years, SIFCo has
been very effective and successful
in helping people with seemingly
different objectives and approaches
find common ground and then
enable everyone to work together
in new ways. The first step is the

willingness to have conversations,
but John Wittmayer and his group
haven’t taken us up on our invitations
to meet. We had a meeting just last
Thursday with ten residents — some
are John’s land partners — and all of
them were supportive of our plans.

“Itis hard to incorporate feedback
from the community when what you
get is a cease and desist letter.”

SIFCo believes their planned
activities will greatly help by
creating both a defendable zone
in that neighbourhood in case of a
wildfire, and a forest that is better
suited to adapt to climate change,
Martineau says.

“On the one hand, we hear of
a group that does not support our
activities. On the other, everyone
who comes to meetings and tours
with us wants us to go ahead. One
thing is for sure, not talking is not the

solution,” says Martineau.

In 2019, a petition to protect
the Dumont Creek Watershed was
signed by 35 people who get water
from Dumont Creek, Wittmayer
said. “We are prepared to conduct
another petition if the Selkirk Forest
District asks us to,” he told the Valley
Voice, “as we have encountered more
people now who support us in the
community because we decided to go
public with our issues and concerns.”

SIFCo completed a strategic
landscape-level wildfire mitigation
plan in 2015 with the aim of
protecting the Slocan Valley from
wildfire. The co-op has implemented
95% of the plan, Martineau says,
with Paradise Valley being one of the
last areas to treat. Martineau added
that, according to SIFCO’s in-depth
assessments, Paradise Valley is one
of the areas most at risk of wildfire.
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Curbside collection info session held ahead of May 11 vote

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

On April 25, about 11 people
attended an online public information
session about the upcoming referendum
on curbside garbage, recyclables, and
compost collection for some Area H and
F residents.

Matt Morrison, RDCK’s Organics
Coordinator, led the presentation.
Morrison’s work focuses on increasing
the amount of organic waste that is
diverted from regional landfills. For
the last couple of years, he’s been
coordinating the process of bringing
curbside collections services to an
assent vote.

Area F Director Tom Newell chaired
the meeting, while Area H Director
Walter Popoff fielded questions. Other
RDCK staff included Alayne Hamilton,
environmental services project lead,
and Uli Wolf, general manager of
environmental services.

What are people voting for?

Residents are voting on the service
establishment bylaw, which would
enable the RDCK to proceed with
establishing the collection service. If
passed, residents could expect curbside
collection by mid-2025.

The curbside collection would be a
three-stream service: garbage, recycling,
and food waste. Food waste would be
picked up weekly, and garbage and

recycling (paper, cardboard, metal
cans, hard plastics) would be collected
biweekly. Glass, soft plastics, and
styrofoam would not be accepted in the
recycling bin and would still need to be
taken to a depot or transfer station.

The service would also come with
a new wildlife-resistant bin for food
waste, a small counter-top container for
organics, and a recycling container.

The absolute most the RDCK could
charge residents for the service would be
$280/year, until 2029. After five years,
the maximum requisition amount could
increase by up to 25%;, to recover costs
in case of inflation pressures. The exact
costs won'’t be calculated until there is a
competitive bidding process for a service
provider.

There would be no opt-out option;
residents that have access to the service
will be charged whether they use the
service or not. This is because the
RDCK is relying on a fixed number of
households (2,129) contributing in order
for the program to move forward.

Funds would be collected from
homeowners via a utility fee or parcel
tax.

What about wildlife?

Morrison emphasized the program’s
priority to keep human-wildlife conflict
to a minimum.

“We live in bear country and we
have lots of bears that call this place

home,” he said. “In no way does this
initiative have an intent or desire to
exacerbate bear habituation... In fact,
we perceive that these kinds of services
may alleviate certain issues that arise
from bear habituation and wildlife issues
in our communities.”

Most organic waste would be
accepted — not only the usual veggie and
fruit scraps, but also meats, dairy, bones,
grains, eggs, food-soiled paper and other
items not usually allowed in backyard
composters. Weekly collection removes
the greatest attractants from backyards
and provides a way to dispose of food
waste when backyard compost activity
slows in the winter.

To keep attractants down, Morrison
explained that the food waste bins can be
layered with cardboard, leaves, and other
‘brown’ material. Especially attractive
wastes like meat can also be frozen to
minimize scents. Though the bins would
be wildlife-resistant bins, residents
would still need to make sure bins are
secured so that animals can’t drag them
away from the property.

Why divert?

Diverting organic waste from
landfills has an added benefit of reducing
emissions, said Morrison.

Organic waste makes up 35% of
household waste. When food waste is
trapped in plastic bags and decomposes
in an oxygen-poor environment, it

releases methane, a greenhouse gas that
traps heat in the atmosphere.

Diverting food waste from landfills
and bringing it to an appropriate
processing facility can reduce those
emissions, as well as extend the life of
landfills by freeing up space. Offering
curbside collection, Morrison said,
makes it easier and more accessible to
do this.

RDCK composting facilities create
Class A compost, which is fit for growing
food, landscaping, etc. Once finished,
the Class A compost would be sold to
the community — a valuable resource
for food production and fertile soil, said
Morrison.

Who? When?

Residents from Passmore Old Road
to Bonnington, and up the north side of
Kootenay River and the West Arm to
Crescent Bay are eligible to vote. Check
rdck.ca/FHCurbside for the map, or
email organics@rdck.ca or call 250- 551-
6647 to find out if your address is in the
proposed service area.

Residents and non-resident property
owners can vote in person from 8 am to
8 pm at the RDCK office in Nelson, or
at Crescent Valley Hall. Electors wishing
to vote by mail ballot must apply to the
RDCK before May 9 at 4 pm, and must
return their ballots by 8 pm on May 11.
Results will be posted Monday, May 13.

May 8 open house on Slocan
affordable housing development

submitted

The Slocan Valley Housing
Society will host a community open
house on the new affordable housing
project in Slocan on Wednesday,
May 8 from 4 to 8 pm at the Slocan
Legion.

Drop by, have some refreshments,
and learn about the proposed
design and general housing type
planned for the site across from WE
Graham School, north of the tennis
courts between Harold and Hume
Streets. The society has signed a

Memorandum of Understanding with
the Village of Slocan for a long-term
lease for the site.

“We’re in the concept phase of the
designs,” said Sally Mackenzie, chair
of the society. “We want to check in
with the community about where
we are at and get their feedback. We
also want to provide information on
our society and our track-record in
the Valley, who the housing will be
for, and what sized homes we will be
providing to the community.”

Everyone is welcome.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp * bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net » 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-8 Wednesday - Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the
summer. Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
The best in Spring / Summer ‘24 eco fashion is here from Victoria's Leka Design —a wom-
en-led small business that turns sustainable linen & hemp fabrics into gorgeous creations,

and from the Valley's own Nomads - it's hard to beat cool, locally-designed bamboo
and hemp clothing! * Gracing our shelves and racks at present is the finest selection
of journals and greeting cards we've seen in awhile, and our book collection is not bad
either. One interesting new addition is Douglas Lake Ranch: Empire of Grass exploring
Canada'’s largest ranch, located between Kelowna and Merritt. Japanese-Canadian
author Donna Yoshitake Wuest, who grew up on Vernon’s Coldstream Ranch, details the
fascinating history of this unique ranch founded in the mid-1880s * Thanks for shopping
locally - we hope to see you soon! « Hours: Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am - 5:00
pm ¢+ 250-358-2178 ¢ Facebook & Instagram * RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Nakusp Auto Parts rings in 48 years of business with a new vision and new look

submitted

Nakusp Auto Parts/Nakusp
Service Centre has been owned
and operated by the Jones family in
Nakusp since 1976. Since 2020, it’s
been under the ownership of Haley
Jones.

Haley was born into a fifth-
generation Nakusp family and raised
in Nakusp. After graduating from
Nakusp Secondary School, she
attended university and worked
as a paralegal in Vancouver for
18 years. She is also a licensed
freelance makeup artist and taught
recreational skating for the City of
Vancouver for 10 years, as well as
taught and coached various kids
day camps and programs, soccer,
basketball, power skating, stick and
puck, rollerblading, aerobics, off-ice
training, and taught private lessons

In 2020, after the sudden and
unexpected passing of her father,
Warren Jones, she moved home to
Nakusp to take over his business,
Nakusp Auto Parts /Nakusp Service
Centre.

Haley’s decision to transition the
parts portion of the store away from
their affiliation with corporate NAPA

was something her father wanted for
some time, but never got the chance
to see through, before he passed.

“It has been years in the making,
and it took a lot of patience, and
determination, but I couldn’t be more
excited and proud of the changes and
the future of Nakusp Auto Parts,”
Haley said.

With the influx of online
shopping and accessibility to items
from overseas, and the constant
increase in prices and issues with
availability, Haley saw she needed to
step away from corporate affiliation
so she could provide her customers
with better pricing and availability,
as well as run her business in a way
that aligns with her core beliefs and
values.

“Nakusp Auto Parts and Nakusp
Service Centre will remain, as it’s
been for 48 years, a full-service
automotive repair shop, parts store,
gas station, lottery retailer, parcel
depot, and more, but with a fresh
new look,” Haley says. “Customer
service — with humour — is still our
top priority!”

Haley says coming into the store
is always fun. “We always have

music —sorry to anyone who doesn’t
like country music, sports playing on
the TV — go Kings — go Oilers, and
friendly knowledgeable staff.” She
asks everyone who takes pictures
of the building and retro gas pumps
to please tag Nakusp Auto Parts -
1979 on Facebook or Instagram (@
nakuspautoparts).

“We need to spend our money
locally,” Haley says. “We have so
many amazing local businesses, as
well as new talented entrepreneurs
emerging all the time. We need to
support all our Nakusp businesses
as they are the heart of our little
town. When you support a locally
owned business, rather than a large
corporation, you are supporting our
community, our sports teams, our
future generations, and the future of
Nakusp.”

Sports were always a huge
part of Haley’s life. Besides figure
skating, she skied, snowboarded,
played soccer, basketball, track and
field, rollerbladed, dirt biked, and
skateboarded —even if skateboarding
consisted of being pulled down the
‘Gov’ on a skateboard behind her
brother Mason’s BMX bike.

Haley’s life was spent at the
Nakusp arena. Her late mother,
Debbie, was a long-time figure skater
with the Nakusp Figure Skating Club
and then went on to skate and teach in
Calgary while attending university.
Haley’s late father was a hockey
and sports fanatic and an original
Nakusp ‘rink rat.” Haley skated for
the Nakusp Figure Skating Club
from two years old, until she hit Gold
competitive level, where she went
on to skate for the Kelowna Figure
Skating Club.

“The best times in my life were

spent playing sports and skating, and
all our shenanigans at the Nakusp
arena— which almost always included
rink nachos, Dance Mix, ‘Fat Boy,’
epic ‘pairs’ routines, the ‘Glove,’
costumes of all kinds, leopard print,
pink, an array of scrunchies, and
copious amounts of hairspray and
sparkles. Oh, and how could I forget
all the prank calls from the Arena
office phone. Sorry to Jason Chernoff
and Mr. Trim!”

From the moment Haley moved
back home to Nakusp, starting a
skating club was something she was
adamant about doing. In addition
to running her business, Haley
launched the Nakusp Skating Club
in November 2023 and had two
successful sets of lessons. She is
excited for next skating season.

Haley says: “I am so grateful
to be back living in my hometown
of Nakusp, carrying on my parents’
legacy and giving back in any way
that I can. It has been the most
challenging, but most rewarding
life change yet. Paralegal to parts?
Who would have thought? I knew I
had very, very big shoes to fill, and
I still have a lot to learn about the
automotive industry, but I know my
parents would be so proud. Thank
you Nakusp for all the constant love
and support — it means the world to
me. Please excuse the mess while we
reorganize, paint, change signage,
integrate our new systems, etc. And
to all my little skating buddies...
yes, as you requested, there will
obviously be pink in and on the
building!”

Haley Jones is keeping Nakusp Auto Parts in the family. She came back to Nakusp in 2020 to
take over when her father passed away.
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Indica, who grew up in Nakusp, and Paul from Sperling Vineyards in Kelowna.

Leah and Rotary helper, Dan Nicholson, had a table at Rotary Winefest. They spent the
evening pouring samples from four different labels - SaltSpring Wild Cider from Salt Spring
Island, City Side Winery of Vancouver, Black Market Wine Co. of Kaledon, BC & Femie
Distillers of Fernie, BC.

Quinta Ferreira's jumbo-sized wine bottle was perfect for a photo op.

The Blind Tasting Contest was a fun challenge, with Rotary Club member Paul Merrifield in charge (at right).

One of the area’s finest events is back after the COVID hiatus

by Jan McMurray

This year’s Nakusp Wine+ Festival
had more than 100 people come out for
craft wine, beer and spirits tasting at
the Lodge at Arrow Lakes on April 27.

Representatives from nine wineries,
three breweries and three distilleries
were set up at tables, offering samples
and their expertise on their products.
Wineries included Nakusp’s own
Valley of the Springs, Quinta Ferreira
Estate Winery from Oliver, Sperling
Vineyards and the Vibrant Vine of
Kelowna, Mythology Vineyards of
Osoyoos, Moraine Winery of Penticton,
Black Market Wine Co. of Kaledon
and Vancouver’s City Side Winery.
Two of Nelson’s breweries, Backroads
and Torchlight, were at the event, and
Grey Fox Brewing out of Kelowna
surprised many with their tasty gluten-
free beers. The three distilleries were
Tonik of Crescent Valley, Kootenay
West of Trail and Fernie Distillery. All
products were available for sale at the
Lodge liquor shop.

Mouth-watering appetizers, created
by Chef Shaun Downie at the Lodge
and served by Nakusp Secondary
School students, included pork belly
bites with cranberry and sour beer
braised cabbage, butter chicken and
mango brulee tartlets, smoked salmon
with spiced watermelon and matcha
cream cheese canapes and more.

Afundraiser for the Nakusp Rotary
Club, the event included a blind tasting
contest,afood and wine pairing contest,
and 50/50 draws. Six prizes were
presented in the draw for those who
entered the contests, and door prize
winners were Courtney Edwards and
Graham Orr. Craig Courchesne and
Dulcie Peterson won the 50/50.

The event raised $3,000 for the
Rotary Club, which is involved in
projects locally and globally.
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On April 14, around 90
representatives from over 30 not-for-
profit groups congregated at Bosun
Hall in New Denver for the 2024
edition of ‘Get Your Just Desserts.’

Organized by the Slocan
Valley Community Legacy Society
(SVCLS), the event honoured the
dedicated volunteers who contribute
to making the Slocan Valley a vibrant
and caring community. This gathering
coincided with National Volunteer
Week in Canada, offering a special
opportunity to express gratitude to
those individuals who undertake
various tasks — from grant writing
to snow shoveling, to sustaining the
smooth operation of organizations
and the community at large.

Generously funded by Columbia

I COMMUNITY
Celebrating Valley volunteers

Basin Trust (CBT) and RDCK Area
H, the event treated volunteers to
an array of delectable sweets and
savouries prepared and served by
caterer Sandy Smith and a team
of eager helpers. The celebration
featured numerous door prizes
provided by local businesses and
supporters. It was a heartening
moment to come together and
formally recognize the invaluable
contributions of community
volunteers.

Representatives from CBT, the
Villages of New Denver and Slocan,
along with a letter from MP Richard
Cannings and well-wishes from Area
H Director Walter Popoff, added to
the spirit of appreciation.

The SVCLS, responsible for
managing the Slocan Valley Legacy

Slocan Valley volunteers enjoy delectable sweets and savoury treats.

New principal coming to WE Graham School

submitted

School District 8 (Kootenay Lake)
has announced that Principal Jennifer
Kooznetsoft will be appointed as the
principal of WE Graham Community
School in the Slocan Family of
Schools beginning August 1,2024.

Principal Kooznetsoff currently
leads Brent Kennedy Elementary
School, where she has served as
principal since 2020. She has also
served as vice-principal of Salmo
Elementary School.

Principal Mike Hurley will retire

at the end of this school year, after
an 18-year career as an administrator
in SD 8, the last six years serving as
principal of WE Graham Community
School.

“We wish Principal Hurley a
wonderful retirement and many
enjoyable pursuits following his
school leadership career,” said
Superintendent Trish Smillie.
“Principal Kooznetsoff will be a great
addition to the WE. Graham team as
she takes on a new leadership role in
the 2024-2025 school year.”

Jennifer Kooznetsoff will be principal at WE Graham in Slocan next year.

Fund, takes pride in fostering
community support. The society
offers grants to local community
groups, with the announcement

of this year’s recipients slated for
late May. To learn more about
SVCLS’s endeavours and past
grant recipients, visit their website
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at_www.slocanvalleylegacy.com.
Donations to the fund are warmly
welcomed, with tax receipts provided
for contributions of $20 or more.
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Dale Byhre to open Studio Connexion’s 2024 exhibition season

by Art Joyce

Landscape and seascape artist
Dale Byhre will open Studio
Connexion’s 16th exhibition season
with ‘Inspirations,” featuring
landscape work in acrylics. The
opening reception will be held May
10, 5-7 pm and the exhibition will run
until May 25. With Mother’s Day just
around the corner, consider visiting
the gallery to pick up a beautiful
painting for the Mom in your life.

MAY 10 -
MAY 28 - JUNE 15
JUNE 18 - JULY 6
JULY9-

JULY 31

AUG. 20 - SEPT. 7

“He is very much of an
Impressionist,” says gallerist Anne
Béliveau. “He has classic skies,
sunrises and sunsets. He creates
spectacular night scenes and his
landscapes are often coastal, including
farmlands and alpine. I had heard his
name and seen some of his paintings
on Facebook. He sent two landscapes
and one was sold right away.”

As a young man, Byhre
considered a career in the Canadian
Navy, but instead ended up working
in a sawmill. His naval interest led to
a fascination with maritime scenes,
launching an artistic career by painting
images of classic ships during his off
hours. Byhre’s early influences were
maritime artists Montague Dawson,
John Stobart, Robert McVittie and
John Horton, among others. This
earned him a following in the naval
community and frequent requests
for commissions of naval ships from
groups primarily in the US. These

MAY 25 < DALE BYHRE

* KAREN MILLARD

* LINDA CYRENNE
JULY 27 + CHARLENE DUNCAN
- AUG.17 + STEPHANIE GAUVIN

* MAUREEN HOWARD

SEPTEMBER 11 - 28  GRANT WADDELL

Along with his older sister Rebecca, the family moved to the Slocan
Valley in the early 70’s where they purchased an acreage bordering the
Slocan River, a few years later they moved to the Village of Slocan for

elementary school.

In his teenage years Micah returned to Toronto to live with his Dad
and finish high school. After graduation he moved to Halifax, where he
worked in the building and renovation industry, he always spoke with great
appreciation for his mentors in the trades and it served him well when a
few years later he built his own house.

Micah became a practicing Buddhist, and a member of the Shambhala
Communities in Toronto, Halifax and Nelson.

Every summer Micah returned to his beloved Slocan Valley to tree
plant, eventually returning to live, acquiring his property, and building

his home.

He was a daredevil from an early age, with an appetite for new
experiences and adventures. His first love was his BMX, then his
motorbike, BMW and finally his electric bike.

Through his self-directed journey he acquired many skills and with
his appetite for knowledge he was a lifelong learner.

Micah was predeceased in death by his father Michael Harwood (2016)
and stepdad Bartel Skeete (2019). He is survived by his mother, Marilyn
Thurrott, sister, Rebecca Hamilton, nephew Trevor (Kristen), his niece
Shelby (Ryan) and his beloved great niece, Isabelle, who he often said

had “a sparkle in her eye”.

Micah will be deeply missed by his loved ones, friends and all those
whose lives he touched. There will be a gathering, hosted by Micah’s
family at Sissie’s in Winlaw on Sunday, May 5th from 3-5- all friends

welcome.

Philip
Michael(Micah)

Harwood Jr.
April 24,1968 -
April 13,2024
In Loving Memory ~

It is with profound sadness that
the family of Philip Michael (Micah)
Harwood announce his sudden
passing on Saturday, April 13,2024,
Micah was born on April 24th, 1968,
in Toronto, to Marilyn Thurrott and
Michael Harwood.

communities of retired Vietnam-
era sailors have invited Byhre to a
number of their reunions to unveil
his paintings of their ships. These
invitations have taken him to Florida
on one occasion and Charleston, South
Carolina on another, with requests too
frequent to accept all of them. His
medium of choice is predominantly
acrylics, though he painted for many
years in oils. He is considering a return
to painting in oils.

“I still dabble in oils, but I find
acrylics more to my liking and remain

favourable with my style of painting,
whether that be in the studio or out
of doors doing plein air painting.
I have done considerable work
with watercolours, but now would
rather work in gouache [opaque
watercolour].”

After high school graduation,
Byhre enrolled in the Graphics
Design program at Douglas College
in Surrey, BC, earning a certificate.
Unfortunately, as with many of his
fellow graduates from the program,
it was difficult to find full-time work

Artist Dale Byhre’s ‘Inspirations’ show runs May 10-25 at Studio Connexion in Nakusp.

in the field. Added to that was a
shift in Byhre’s interest away from
commercial graphic design to the
fine arts. But the demands of raising
a family meant his painting had to be
relegated to hobby status for several
decades until retirement six years
ago, when he transitioned to a full-
time, professional artist. Since then,
he has become a senior member of
the Federation of Canadian Artists
and the Canadian Society of Marine
Artists. For a time, he was a member
of the American Society of Marine
Artists. His choice of subjects has
shifted from his maritime interests
to the coastal scenes and landscapes
characterized by dramatic skies
featured in ‘Inspirations.’

“Most, if not all of these works,
have been inspired indirectly from
my many years working in the forest
industry and working various hours
in all weathers and seasons. Those
times gave me an affinity with my
surroundings and the environment,
as well as the atmospherics, which are
often notable in my works.”

Currently, Byhre’s work
is exhibited in the Federation
Gallery (Vancouver), Gallery 1710
(Tsawwassen), Canadian Society
of Marine Artists Gallery (Picton,
Ontario), The Tutt Gallery (Kelowna),
GS & Company Gallery (White
Rock), and the Aquamaris Gallery
(Duncan).

Byhre lives in Cloverdale, BC
with his wife Susan.

“My exhibition at Studio
Connexion is a thrill for me, not only
to work with Anne Béliveau at her
wonderful gallery, but also to be able
to visit the lovely town of Nakusp.
I'm very much looking forward to
being able to meet members of the
arts community.”

Studio Connexion is open 11 am
to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday at 203
Fifth Ave NW, but Béliveau is happy
to arrange other times for gallery
visitors. Contact her at 250-265-
8888 or visit her Facebook page or
studioconnexiongallery.com for more
information.

Nakusp resident
charged with
dru§ trafficking

submitte

The federal Crown has approved
seven counts of ‘Possession of a
Controlled Substance for the Purpose
of Trafficking” against Nakusp resident,
Saedy Jones.

The charges were the result of two
investigations from May and June of
2023. It is a priority for the Nakusp
and Slocan Lake RCMP detachments
to keep illicit drugs from entering our
community, and away from the most
vulnerable in the community, our youth.

“These charges were due to the
excellent and proactive work of the
Slocan Lake RCMP officer,” Gill said.

Once again, Corporal Gill thanks
the communities for reporting suspicious
activities and encourages them to continue
to keep our communities safe from these
illicit and dangerous substances.

Jones’s first court date is scheduled
for May 15,2024.
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Future of our Forests town hall meeting

by Moe Lyons

A town hall entitled ‘Future of
our Forests: Preserving BC’s Primary
Forests Today to Protect Water and
Wildlife Tomorrow’ was held at UBC
Okanagan and online on April 13.

The event was hosted by the
Interior Watershed Task Force
(IWTF), a coalition of more than 20
NGOs, community organizations,
and professionals. Initiated in 2023,
the IWTF advocates for the legal
protection and preservation of water,
primary and natural forests, wildlife
and critical habitats in the BC interior.

Speakers included Indigenous
people, MLAs, representatives of
conservation organizations, and UBC
professors.

Avideo presentation was provided
on behalf of the BC government by
Harwinder Sandhu, NDP MLA for
Vernon/Monashee. “Since 2021,
we have made significant strides.
However, our work is far from over,”
she said. “We can build a future
where the health of the forest and
the prosperity of the community can
work together.”

Conference organizers said they
had debated including her video,
but felt “it was important to show
because it ... shows what we are
dealing with.”

Michelle Connolly, a professional
ecologist from Prince George
associated with Conservation
North, said we need primary forest
protection, not just better logging.

“We don’t think that protecting
old growth is enough,” she said. Her
broader outlook is that all primary
forests need to be protected.

“Wildlife and other life forms
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need a mosaic of primary forest, all
ages and conditions of never-logged
forests. A healthy ecosystem requires
death,” she said.

In order for old growth to survive,
she said the surrounding younger
forest must also be left intact. “If you
log all the younger forest, you will
never have natural old growth again.”

She said it is a “popular myth”
that burned and bug-infested forests
require complete deforestation.
This in fact destroys the ecosystem,
she said. If the forests were left,
many species, such as mountain
caribou, fishers and goshawks, would
continue to thrive.

“In a changing climate,” she
says, “we need to safeguard the
adaptive capacity present in natural,
primary forests.” However, she says,
nowadays arguments are being made
for pre-emptively logging forests
because there might be insects or fire.

She concluded, “‘Don’t clearcut’
is not an effective approach because
it is interpreted as meaning we are
okay with other forms of logging in
primary forests. All primary forests
need to be protected.”

Mike Morris, BC United MLA
for Prince George-Mackenzie, might
seem an unlikely advocate for an
ecological approach to forestry. He
was at one time BC’s solicitor general
and had a career with the RCMP.
He is also an outdoorsman, hunter
and trapper, and has now become an
outspoken conservation activist.

Morris pointed out that
clearcutting didn’t start until
the 1960s. Up until the ’80s, he
could still easily find areas not
yet logged. As the clearcuts grew,

the marten populations dropped,
and as glyphosate was used on the
undergrowth, the moose population
declined, he said. By the early 2000s,
the cumulative impacts became clear,
with loss of forest canopy, and loss of
diversity generally.

In 2013, he was asked to run for
the legislature. When in government,
he was silenced to a degree, he
said, but when his party became the
opposition, “I raised my head up.”

In 2015, he made a presentation
to the Council of Forest Industries
(COFI). He had read the Forest and
Range Practices Act and “it looked
like it was written by industry,” he
said. In his presentation to COFI, he
said, “You guys are in control of our
forests and if you don’t pull back the
throttle, you’ll be out of harvestable
trees in 10 to 20 years.”

Morris is concerned about the
wildlife and the birds. “What happens
to wildlife in the area you’re going to
log?” he asked. “80% of the birds nest
in tree cavities 30 feet off the ground.
With clearcutting, every single tree
cavity is gone. There is no place for
the animals to go.” He says stick
nests are supposed to be protected
but he has not seen one that has been
protected.

“I think our wildlife has been
depleted by 50% or more because of
loss of habitat,” he said. “We have cut
the wild down.”

He urged people to “siege”
decision makers with information.
“We are at a nexus in BC where all
of these things are meeting now,” he
says. “We need to keep pushing.”

The next speaker was Younes
Alila, forest hydrologist at UBC, who

REDIP funding announced for Slocan and Nakusp projects

submitted

The provincial government
has announced recipients of the
Rural Economic Development
Infrastructure Program (REDIP), and
the Village of Slocan and the Nakusp
and Area Development Board are
on the list.

The Village of Slocan is receiving
$866,722 for the Downtown
Revitalization Project. The funding
will help with upgrades to sidewalks,
landscaping, street lighting, utilities,
and road resurfacing, focusing on the
west side of Harold Street between

Delany and Ward.

The Nakusp and Area
Development Board will
receive $33,150 for its Nakusp
Workforce Housing Action Plan.
The organization plans to engage
specialized professional support
to develop the plan, which will
help address the lack of available
workforce housing in and around
Nakusp.

The City of Nelson also received
$80,000 to advance the regional
film sector, and Wildsight received
$100,000 to divert forestry waste

and wildfire fuel into soil inputs for
agriculture.

More than $1 million in REDIP
funding is being funnelled into the
Kootenays, while $33 million is
being disbursed across the province.

“Every small community has
its own challenges, but also its
own opportunities for growth
and development,” said Katrine
Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West.
“This funding will help people
to seize those opportunities and
build stronger and more stable local
economies.”

Valley Voice readers will know from
his work with the West Kootenay
Watershed Collaborative in the Laird
and Redfish Creek watersheds. He
says currently we have a “hydrology
of convenience in BC forestry.” He
wants to change that. He says his
30 years of research “have revealed
to me that most of the landscapes
in most of the forests in BC are in
trauma.”

“The effects of clearcut logging
are long-standing despite replanting
because the regrowth ... is chronically
slow,” he said. Clearcutting “most
often affects not only small and
medium events with return periods
of less than 10 years but can also lead
to even larger, more extreme floods,”
20,50 or even 100 years later, he said.

When thinking about what will
happen in watersheds, “you cannot
use any framework other than the
laws of chance. Any other approach is
scientifically indefensible,” he says,
as the drivers are multiple and cannot
be predicted.

He describes his “probabilistic’
approach as “the science of
extremes,” particularly relevant
under a changing climate. “Do you
understand nature?” he asks. “If we
do not understand nature, good luck
in managing the risks.”

The next speaker, Jennifer
Houghton, is also familiar to Valley
Voice readers. Her aim is “to create
a new Forest Act to protect our
forests and our communities.” She
is part of an ambitious, multifaceted
undertaking to get everyone involved
in taking care of the forest together
to take their demands to government
and to actually change the way things
are done. To find out more, go to
www.boundaryforest.org.

In the windup discussion, Mike
Morris pointed out that the problem
so far is that logging companies
have been logging according to
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regulations. So the regulations have
to change, and government needs to
act now. He reiterated that MLAs
need to be sieged with information.
“It is high time we recognized the
complete value of the forest,” he said.

Houghton concurred. “We need
to get back to a holistic way of
looking at things.” She said the
question to ask your MLA is,“What’s
it going to take for you to commit to
protecting ecosystems?”

In his closing remarks, John
Wagner, professor of environmental
anthropology at UBC Okanagan,
said, “Much of the responsibility for
water protection has been handed
over to the forest industry, which
is not a responsibility they want
and certainly not a responsibility
the citizenry wants them to have.”
He concluded, “The grassroots
movements have swollen to such an
extent they can’t be ignored anymore.
We already know what we need to
make things better.”

PURRFECT COMPANION
PAX and ROSE are two beautiful, female
cats, about 1-year old. They are very
friendly, love to be petted and are inside-only
cats. Toarrange a time to meet Pax or Rose,
call PALS at 250-265-3792.
WG T e
PALS has 5 adult cats AVAILABLE NOW!
Pick your colour —white, black, grey, orange,
or tortoiseshell!!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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Nakusp council, April 22: Village to develop waterfront master plan

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will begin
developing a Waterfront Master
Plan with funds not exceeding
$50,000 from the Nakusp
& Area Community Forest
(NACFOR) Legacy Fund. The
Village may leverage other
funding for the project, as well.

The plan will cover the
waterfront lands from the
southern boundary of the
Village to the wrap-around trail
where it meets the Kuskanax
River. It will outline how aging
infrastructure will be replaced,
what new features will be added,
and what amenities the public
most values.

“Any member of the
public that wants to participate
and engage in the process of
developing the Waterfront
Master Plan is more than
welcome to, and invited to
take part,” said CAO Wayne
Robinson.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik
said there is a not-for-profit
group that may be interested
in working with the Village
on the plan, particularly on
accessibility.

The plan will also address
the marina, access points to
the business area, a tree plan,
alternative water access, Powell
Creek culvert replacement,
connecting the waterfront to the
southeast lands, and low and
fluctuating water levels.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-
Caux also brought forward a
motion (that passed) for staff
to ask for a delegation from
BC Hydro regarding reservoir
levels.

Hot springs
anniversary

The Village will commit
up to $10,000 to go towards
the Nakusp Hot Springs 50th

anniversary activities on October
19. The funds will come out
of the Hot Springs operational
budget.

Celebrations include a
pancake breakfast and a family-
style 1970s-themed BBQ with
live music, a pig roast, and
other family entertainment. Pool
admission rates for the day will
be set to 1974 pricing. There
will also be a 50th anniversary
ceremony showcasing a
historical video.

The Village will invite the
1974 Village council and the
original hot springs builders and
management to the event. Two
of the original builders are no
longer with us, said Mayor Tom
Zeleznik, but the Village will be
inviting their wives.

The 1974 Premier, MLA,
Minister of Tourism, MP, and
Prime Minister will also be
invited.

Staff will create a hashtag,
custom anniversary logo,
and swag to accompany the
festivities.

Business licence
bylaw

The hotly debated topic
of short-term rentals (STR)
in the commercial (C1) and
lakeshore (LD-1) zones remains
unchanged after council gave
three readings to a revised
business licence bylaw.

Property owners in the Cl
and LD-1 zones without a long-
term resident may only operate
a short-term rental (STR) for 90
days. Further, when applying for
an STR business licence, they
must indicate which 90 days the
unit will be available.

Staff revised the business
licence bylaw using council’s
feedback from the Committee of
the Whole discussion on April 8.

Updated provisions include
a new licence renewal deadline

Mumm’s sprouting
seeds for nutritional
supplement

Seed potatoes
& Onion sets

& garden shoes

Sloggers rubber boots

Clothing & socks

Wheelbarrows,
rakes, shovels,

New Shipment of
fencing & posts

hoses, sprinklers...
We have all
your gardening

Manures, top soil,
seedling mix

supplies!

Pet Food and Farm

Animal Feed

Straw Bales §147
Alfalfa Bales $23%

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels.
Kootenay's largest supplier. New
lower pricing on many fencing items

Drywall & mud, insulation

Seedling starter trays,
soil, domes, seeds

— Bird food & feeders —

Open 9

-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

at the end of February, rather
than March. Licencees will
need to notify the Village by
December 31 if a licence is no
longer required for the upcoming
year.

New definitions were added
for bed and breakfast, mushroom
buyer, and new business.
Definitions for business, home
occupation, and short-term
rental were updated.

A new section was added
for seasonal mushroom buyers.

Private property owners
hosting mobile vendors will be
required to ensure the vendor
adheres to Village bylaws.
Otherwise, they may be ticketed.

Anew business will need to
have a fire inspection completed
within the first year of operation,
unless the BC Fire Service Act
requires an earlier inspection.

Sports complex
committee
Council approved

amendments to the terms of
reference for the Nakusp and
District Sports Complex Usage
Committee.

Amended terms include
appointing members of the
public who represent a broad
spectrum of recreation activities,
as well as one member from the
RDCK board of directors.

Interested potential
committee members can submit
applications until end of business
day Tuesday, May 21.
FireSmart and
emergency
management update

Council also received
FireSmart/Emergency Program
Coordinator Noel Ballard’s
quarterly report.

Ballard’s report said
Nakusp’s FireSmart Program
will receive $316,845 over the
next two years, thanks to the
Union of BC Municipalities
(UBCM) FireSmart Community
Funding & Supports grant.

FireSmart Farm &
Ranch assessment training
was completed in February,

with a presentation delivered
on March 27. The program
hopes to organize a Farm &
Ranch network for emergency
preparedness, to encourage
farmers with livestock to
collaborate on evacuation sites
during an emergency.

The water treatment
plant, public works shop, and
arena auditorium (reception
centre) were approved for
UBCM Community Resiliency
Investment funding for wildfire
mitigation work.

Ballard’s report also details
his work as the Emergency
Program Coordinator. He
formed the Nakusp Emergency
Management Planning
Committee, which has had three
meetings. It’s developing a
new Emergency Management
Plan for Nakusp, with a focus
on preparation, mitigation, and
recovery. Ballard works with the
fire chief to perform fire safety
inspections, and has completed
over 35 in 2024.

The emergency program is
assessing potential flooding and
erosion that could impact the
sewage treatment lagoon. It also
applied for a grant to perform risk
assessments, such as the impact
of wildfires and landslides on
water catchment areas and the
treatment plant in Upper Brouse.
For all assessments, Ballard is
collaborating with the RDCK to
avoid overlap.

FireSmart policy

A new policy will provide
guidance on implementing
FireSmart principles into regular
Village maintenance procedures,
landscaping, and renovations.
The policy was prepared by
Noel Ballard, Nakusp’s
FireSmart /Emergency Program
Coordinator.

The first step will be
a FireSmart assessment of
Village assets, which will then
be forwarded to department
Supervisors.

Wages during
emergencies

Council adopted a policy
that ensures Village staff are
compensated for their hours
in the event a local emergency
where the Emergency Operations
Centre (EOC) is activated.

The policy applies to both
unionized and management staff
assigned to EOC duties during a
provincially tasked emergency
event.

The Ministry of Emergency
Management and Climate
Readiness (EMCR) only
reimburses staff wages if the
time worked is outside of
regularly scheduled hours, and
if it relates to a tasked emergency
event. In order to be eligible for
reimbursement by EMCR, the
Village needs to have a policy
in place detailing compensation.
Fire chief’s update

Council received Fire Chief
Terry Warren’s quarterly update.

Warren reported 27
incidents and 35 fire safety
inspections. Incidents included
false and defective alarms; burn
complaints; brush, chimney, and
structure fires; gas/hazmat smell;
motor vehicle incidents; BC
Emergency Health Services lift
assists; and a fallen tree on lines.

The team participated in
training for incidents such as
elevator rescue, accidental
hypothermia, over embankment
rope rescues, air ambulance
safety, and landing zone
procedures. Other areas of
training involved self-contained
breathing apparatus, sprinkler
systems, water sources in the
fire protection area, ladders,
pumper apparatus, and hoses
and nozzles.

Use of public property
bylaw

Council adopted the
amended Use of Public Property
Bylaw. Amendments included
businesses’ use of sidewalks
and sandwich boards; messages
written or projected on the
sidewalk; food trucks in town;
seasonal patio expansions; free
use of park areas for a person,

business, or not-for-profit; and
third-party liability insurance.

The public will receive
notice of the details through
the Village newsletter, website,
and social media. CAO Wayne
Robinson will deliver a one-
page handout to businesses,
explaining how the new bylaw
affects them.

Budget and tax rates
bylaws

Council gave three readings
to the 2024-2028 financial plan
and 2024 tax rate bylaws.

Village tax rates are set to
rise by 9.75% this year, or about
$103.81 for the owner of an
average single-family dwelling.

The Village also has tocollect
taxes for other governments,
including the RDCK and West
Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District. RDCK taxes
are increasing by 4.57%, or
$25.87 for an average single-
family dwelling. Hospital district
taxes are rising by 2.12%, or
about $1.37.

In the five-year financial
plan,a 5% municipal tax increase
is budgeted for 2025-2028.

Two significant additions
were added to the 2024 operating
budget. The first is a $300,000
expense from sewer reserves
to de-sludge the lagoons. The
second is $161,394 in funding
received from the Local
Government Climate Action
Program (LGCAP).

LGCAP reserve

Council gave three readings
to a bylaw amendment that
would establish a Local
Government Climate Action
Program (LGCAP) reserve fund.

The reserve fund will hold
the lump sum of $161,394 that
the Village received from the
Province, through the LGCAP
program.

The funds will be used
from 2024 to 2026 to reach
legislated climate targets
and provincial climate goals.
Eligible expenditures include
staffing and contracts, energy
efficiency improvements,
climate infrastructure, and risk
assessments.

MotoGiro

The Village will provide
a letter of support for the
MotoGiro Vintage Motorcycle
Hill Climb event on Sunday,
September 8. The letter will
accompany a request to the
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure for a temporary
closure of Hot Springs Road
from 10 am to 3 pm that day.

Moto Girois atwo-day event
put on by the Rocky Mountain
Section of the Canadian Vintage
Motorcycle Group. The first day
is a 300-kilometre reliability
loop ride from Nakusp to Nelson
and back again. The second
day is the Vintage Motorcycle
Hill Climb up Hot Springs
Road. Last year, there were 30
participants.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Staff across the district are learning
how to prevent, de-escalate, and safely
respond to ‘in-distress’ behaviour
using Nonviolent Crisis Intervention
(NVCI) training.

Kim Hood, Learning Support
Teacher at Nakusp Elementary,
completed training in December 2022
to become SD 10’s certified Crisis
Prevention Institute (CPI) instructor.
Hood presented to the board on April
16.

NVCI training helps staff identify
physical, emotional, and psychological
in-distress behaviour and gives them
the confidence to respond to the
situation.

“A major focus of the training is
what’s called the ‘decision-making
matrix,” which can help to guide and
asses the risk of harm to students and
staff —both in the moment and after an
incident,” Hood said.

An important aspect of NVCI,
she said, is making sure students feel
supported in these situations, and that
they know they are not being punished
for reacting in this way.

“If we don’t have this kind of
understanding, we can be part of the
problem, but with this framework and
understanding we can be agents of
support instead of triggers,” she said.
“Crises will still happen, but hopefully
with less intensity and less harm to
everyone involved.”

Hood first trained education
assistants in October 2023. Principals,
vice-principals, and learning support
teachers followed in February.
Teachers and incoming staff are
scheduled for the fall.

The training is offered in a blended
format — participants complete an
online course one day, and meet in-
person on another.

“In-person, they can focus on
practicing the physical skills and
relating the whole framework to each
individual’s work in their individual

I COMMUNITY
School District 10, April 16: Staff receive nonviolent crisis intervention training

school,” said Hood. “We’re building
confidence for staff as we build our
skills. Going forward, I think this will
be a cornerstone in preventing, or at
least reducing, physical/verbal distress
incidents.”

The Crisis Prevention Institute
(CPI) began in 1980 and offers training
around the world for all sectors —
education, social care, and policing, to
name a few. Its guiding principles are
care, welfare, safety, and security. CPI
regularly updates its approaches and
techniques in response to evidence-
based research and feedback from
trainees.

Nakusp early learning

Tim VanBrummelen updated the
board on activities at the Nakusp Early
Learning Child Care Centre (NELCC).

NELCC opened its doors on
February 27,2023, and has been going
strong ever since, said VanBrummelen.
Located in Nakusp Elementary
School, it provides full-time multi-
age and school-aged care, along with
before- and after-school programs. It
also offers Pro-D daycare, and spring
and summer break camps.

Intentionally planned, play-based
learning activities focus on where
children are developmentally, said
VanBrummelen. It is child-centred and
parent-engaged.

“We follow the innate desire that
kids have to create and explore,” he
said. “Discovering, really listening to
the children — what are their passions?
What do they want to learn?”

This method, VanBrummelen said,
builds incredible engagement.

NELCC places a strong emphasis
on the arts and outdoor play. Children
participate in myriad activities,
including science experiments,
cooking, art projects, robotics, LEGO
projects, and forest games.

“It’s critically important that we
have an environment where warm and
nurturing relationships happen,” said
VanBrummelen.

There are 14 children on the age

0-3 waitlist, and seven on the 3-5
waitlist. VanBrummelen said NELCC
hopes to open a second multi-age room
in July, and hopefully a third in the fall.

NELCC has received many
positive comments from parents
about how happy their children are
to be there.

“You have really changed our
family’s life through this program,”
one parent raved.

Financial report

Secretary-Treasurer Michael
McLellan gave the board an update
on finances, specifically surplus.

In the year to date, the district
has spent $531,893 of last year’s
accumulated operating surplus:
$13,523 for the new district
strategic plan; $20,912 on a new
website and visual identity; $2.518
into the Classroom Improvement
Fund; $169,571 for two new vans;
$122,000 on new technology devices
and infrastructure; and $203,369
for the new playground at Nakusp
Elementary.

By the end of the year, the district
expects to use about $131,770 more
of the surplus for additional expenses:
$19,133 for software transitions;
$40,000 into the Classroom
Improvement Fund; $36,000 more on
technology devices and infrastructure;
and $36,637 on final upgrades for the
Nakusp Elementary playground.

McLellan reported that total
operating expenses across all funds
for the year are in line with the revised
budget. The district is anticipating
a deficit across all funds of about
$600,000 for the fiscal year, which
would result in an overall surplus in
all funds of about $3.9 million.
Organization policy

The board approved an updated
bylaw on the Organization and
Operations of the Board of Education.

“This is the most important policy
or bylaw of the board,” said Secretary-
Treasurer McLellan. “It’s the way the
board is organized and how it runs its

Wide SFot:

Cellular Li

In 1837, the botanist Matthias
Schleiden and the zoologist Theodor
Schwann had dinner together.
Comparing their research while they
ate, they realized that there was a
deep uniformity between Schleiden’s
plant structures and Schwann’s
animal structures. Both plant and
animal tissues were built of cells:
autonomous, independent cells, living
their own life. At the same time, those
cells were participating in the larger
life in which they were embedded.
Schleiden later wrote, “Each cell leads
a double life, an entirely independent
one, belonging to its own development
alone; and an incidental one, in so far
as it has become part of a plant.”

My imagination was captured by
this story, because it tells another tale
of double life. Schleiden and Schwann
were two independent researchers,
each studying in his own area, but both
were part of a larger laboratory under
Johannes Miiller. Double life: entirely
independent, but embedded in a larger
whole. Mutually supportive because

they were each doing their own work.

Double life is the nature of
being human. We live our own life,
belonging to ourselves, working for
our own development; and we live as
amember of greater collectives. Every
living community — be it a community
of biological similarity (like a family),
of like-minded persons (like a trail
society or spiritual group), or of
geographical proximity (like a village
or mountainside) — is composed of
constituent members.

What’s more, each of those
constituent members have to be alive
and taking care of its own business, or
the greater collective can’t function.
Problems start when the individual
quits doing its own work — e.g., the
pancreas fails — or the individual tries
to take over another’s territory —e.g.,
cancer invades the lungs.

Think about the problems it causes
when your neighbour burns garbage
or a development is sited in a grizzly
connectivity corridor. Think about the
problems when one family member
has an addiction. Think about the
problems when politicians favour their
cronies or seek absolute power. When

we don’t take care of our own life and
health, and when we don’t respect the
lives and health of those around us, the
larger organism gets sick.

Our responsibility to the whole is
to care for our own lives and to resist
trying to control the lives of others.
Our unhealth impacts the greater
whole; our greed impacts the greater
whole.

As I'm writing this, I’'m not just
thinking about the collective us. I
am preparing to leave for sabbatical
time. I'm tired. Prolonged tiredness
reduces my capacity to be present,
and impacts my participation in the
larger community. So I’m taking some
time to sleep, to garden, and to ponder
what comes next. Rest and restoration
are part of our human responsibility to
ourselves and to each other.

While I go rest, there’s a treat in
store for you. Claire Paradis — former
reporter for this paper, librarian, and
author — is going to be guest-writing
the Wide Spot. Enjoy her brilliance,
and I’ll see you later this summer.

You can see more Wide Spots and
other writings by Therese DesCamp at
www.widespot.ca.

meetings.”

The bylaw was last updated in
June 2022. The update aligns the
policy with existing practices. Changes
include how committees are formed
and how appointments are made.
School calendar policy

The board adopted a new policy
regarding school calendars. The policy
replaces Bylaw No. 9.

The new policy indicates that a
‘District Calendar Committee’ will
be formed before adopting a school
calendar for one or more of the
district’s schools. The committee will
consist of representatives chosen by
and from the board and its partner
groups.

The old bylaw was written in a
way that only applied to amendments
to a school calendar, said Secretary-
Treasurer McLellan, rather than
calendar adoption in general.
School closure policy

Another policy was adopted,
concerning permanent school closures.

“I guess we should point out that
we’re not looking at actually closing
any schools — we’re just passing a
policy and making sure it’s up to date!”

I, 17

said board chair Steve Gascon.

The policy describes the steps the
board would take when considering
closing a school permanently. The
updated policy replaces language to
align it with best practices across the
province.

“[Closing a school permanently]
requires a very robust consultative
process, including all partner groups
and parents of the schools that may be
impacted by a school closure, so that
everybody feels like there’s been an
appropriate and duly diligent process,”
said Secretary-Treasurer McLellan.

The policy outlines the process
in detail.

Bursaries and scholarships

One final policy was adopted, to
do with board-awarded bursaries and
scholarships.

These bursaries and scholarships
will acknowledge grade 12 student(s)
who best exemplify one or more
of the four strategic plan priorities:
competency, health, environment, and
collaboration.

The board will determine the
award amount(s), and any other
criteria, when applicable.

Happy Mother’s Day to
all you amazing Moms

out there.

¥ From all of us
at Mountain Valley
Station.

SERVING THE
SLOCAN VALLEY AND
KOOTENAY REGION

* Tractors/agricultural equipment

* Construction equipment, light duty trucks
and trailers

* Welding and minor fabrication work

* Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774

Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!

Online:
Bi-weekly service

In Person:

www.widespot.ca.

Fully Alive!

Turner-Zion United Church of Canada
welcomes you online and in person.

Tuesday 8 a.m. meditation group

Monthly Contemplative in the
Kootenays gathering

For information about dates, locations, and
online links, contact widespottz@netidea.
com. For past Wide Spot articles, see
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RDCK board, April 18: Medical first responder service in defined Area D

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay is seeking resident approval
via the Alternative Approval Process
(AAP) to move forward with a
medical first responder service in
portions of Area D.

The service would provide pre-
hospital care in areas that are not
included in the Kaslo fire protection
area: south of Mirror Lake, north of
Shutty Bench, communities to the
north of Kootenay Lake, and those in
Area D on the west side of Kootenay
Lake. “First responders in the Lardeau
Valley, and Ainsworth and Woodbury,
will definitely benefit from this
because we will have a vehicle, we
will have more people, and we will
have training available,” said Area D
Director Aimee Watson.

An AAP asks only for responses
from individuals who are against
the matter. If 10% or more sign and
submit a response, then the board
would not proceed with establishing
the service. Forms must be received
by 4 pm on June 17. Ballots are
available at the RDCK office, or via
mail.

Staff from Fire and Emergency
Services will attend the Emergency
Fair in Lardeau Valley on May 12 and
will be available to answer questions.

Fibre diversion

Brian Watson and Chris Longmore
attended online to present on a fibre
utilization program organized by
the Forest Enhancement Society of
BC (FESBC) and Mercer Celgar
Pulp Mill Facility in Castlegar, in
collaboration with the Osoyoos Indian
Band (OIB).

The project focuses on wildfire
mitigation and emissions reduction
by diverting slash fibre that would
otherwise be burned in normal
forestry operations.

“It’s a fantastic project with all
three partners playing a key role,”
said Longmore, Manager of Fibre
Procurement at Mercer Celgar.

To abate the risk of wildfires
after logging, slash is usually burned,
said Watson, Operations Manager of
FESBC. Butitreleases a lot of carbon
into the atmosphere.

Diverting fibre through the
program is two-fold: it stops carbon
emissions, and it continues to mitigate
fire risks by clearing away debris.

“One belief that’s been strongly
communicated from the Osoyoos
Indian Band is that they take pride
in taking care of their traditional
territory,” said Longmore. “This
project has given them an opportunity
to manage the land the way they want
to see it managed.”

250-226-7254

Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery
Open 9-5 daily
Petunias, Callies, Marigolds, Veggie starts & so
much more... Trees & shrubs, roses, perennials
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw

Visit our website: fourseasonsgreenhouseandnursery.com

Tuesdays.

Village of Silverton
Garbage Collection

Garbage collection will happen on Wednesdays rather than

This change is temporary, and in place until further notice.
We will communicate with residents as soon as we know
when our regular pickup schedule will resume.

Please set your garbage out as usual — just one day later.

A representative from OIB was
unable to attend the presentation.

To date, a bit over $1.6 million
has been spent through the project,
with most of the monies going back
into local communities, contractors,
and other jobs interconnected with
the forestry industry, Longmore said.

Since May 2023, the project has
diverted about 120,000 cubic metres
of fibre and prevented about 52,000
tonnes of carbon from being released.

FESBC is an agency of the
provincial government, created about
seven years ago to invest in projects. It
has funded about $23.5 million worth
of projects in the Kootenay Boundary.
Regional parks reporting

The RDCK will start getting a
better sense of how people use parks
after the board approved acquisition
of Trans Canada Trail (TCT) Propulso
Reports.

TCT Propulso Reports is a
reporting method that uses GPS, Wi-
Fi, Bluetooth, and IP data from mobile
device users who have consented to
having their information used for
advertising purposes. It provides
anonymized geolocation data that,
when accompanied with mapping,
can offer insight into visitor counts,
visitor characteristics, average
visits, and tourism information and
demographics.

“Staff will be able to use the
data to demonstrate that parks are a
well-used asset and not just a cost to
the taxpayer,” wrote Mark Crowe,
Regional Parks Planner, in his staff
report from March 19.

The RDCK will acquire TCT
Propulso Reports for an amount
up to $20,000. The funds will be
allocated from individual regional
park reserves. Each regional park
service will be responsible for funding
only their portion of the acquired
reports.

Water system fees

Some areas in the Valley Voice
readership will see increased regional
district water system user fees after
the board repealed and replaced
the Utility Rates, Fees and Charges
Bylaw.

Burton increases by 15%, to
$1,674 for a single-family dwelling.
Edgewood increases by 6%, to
$1,632. Fauquier increases by 10%,
to $1,624. Rosebery Highlands
increases by 15%. All dwellings are
$1,570 annually. An undeveloped

parcel is $974. South Slocan
increases by 7%. All dwellings are
$2,115 annually. A secondary suite
is $1,479.

BC Hydro pays the water bills
of all property owners in Burton,
Edgewood, and Fauquier who
registered with BC Hydro’s water
system administrator in 2010, when
ownership of the water systems was
transferred from BC Hydro to the
RDCK. BC Hydro will continue
paying these property owners’
bills until their properties transfer
ownership.

Transfer Station upgrades

North Mountain Construction
Ltd. was awarded the contract to
upgrade the Rosebery and Slocan
Transfer Stations, and to transition the
Nakusp landfill to a transfer station.

The total project cost is
$2.,578,000. Nakusp construction
will began on April 30 and is set to
finish June 30. Rosebery will begin
July 2 and finish August 30. Slocan
will begin September 1 and finish
November 30.

Area D planning
commission

The board appointed Ken Hart
to the Area D Advisory Planning and
Heritage Commission, for the term
ending December 31, 2026.

The commission is an independent
body comprised of local residents. It
makes recommendations on proposed
land use bylaws or permits that are
referred to it by the RDCK board or
Area D director.

Regional growth strategy

The RDCK received $250,000

from the Province to develop a
regional growth strategy (RGS).

Work under the grant can
include collaboration with member
municipalities and Indigenous
Nations to understand what an RGS
means for the region; creating an
understanding of what growth means
to the RDCK and where it should
occur; and developing a shared
regional vision to guide service
delivery.

The grant can be used between
April 1,2024, and March 31, 2029.
Communications strategy

Staff is seeking feedback from
the board on an updated RDCK
communications strategy. Staff have
been updating the strategy to reflect
how communications priorities have
changed in the last five years.

Some of the top priorities of the
2024 strategy include raising public
awareness, creating a consistent
look and feel of communication
materials, and enhancing digital
communications. The updated strategy
also hopes to support board members
and senior managers in becoming
stronger communicators, and to
empower staff to be ambassadors of
RDCK messages.

“The strategy is a critical
document because it will help
focus resources and efforts towards
agreed-upon goals, and help ensure
the organization is using those
resources effectively,” reads the
April 5 staff report from Dan Elliot,
Communications Coordinator.

The strategy will come back to the
board at its May 16 regular meeting.

Village of Slocan taxes to increase by 5.9%

by Joanne Feenstra

The Village of Slocan’s draft
budget was presented to council
by Chief Financial Officer Nathan
Russ on April 22. The budget and
tax rate bylaws must be adopted and
submitted to government by May 15.

Municipal taxes in Slocan are set
to increase by 5.9% this year. This
translates to about $46 for the owner
of an average home. An average
home in 2024 is assessed at $426,401,
up from $379.,400 in 2023.

The average home owner will
pay $819 in municipal taxes, $570
in water services, and $150 for waste
collection.

Estimated municipal revenue
from property taxes is $238,000, 14%
of the total forecast Village revenue
of $1.532 million in 2024.

The Village mill site loan now
stands at $700,000, down from the
original balance of $845,000,due to a
one-time 2023 payment of $145,000.
At the time of the loan, interest rates
were less than 2%. Currently, interest
rates sit at just over 5%. Further one-
time payments to the loan will be
assessed on an ongoing basis in 2024.

Council budgeted $50,000 for the
Mill Site Master Plan process, which
is to begin in the summer of 2024.

The Village received a grant
of $866,722 for the Harold Street
Revitalization Project. The funds
will be used in 2025 to work on the
east side of Harold Street, between

Delany and Ward. The project may
include sidewalks, walkways, curbs,
landscaping, furnishings, drainage,
street lighting, irrigation, water
and utility mains, regrading and
resurfacing of the roadway and
tie-ins. The Village is required to
contribute an additional $215,220.

Funding to assess the location
and type of a new water plant is
estimated to cost up to $225,000.
The project could include up to
$50,000 of engineering work and an
additional $75,000 for a groundwater
test well. Once potential locations
are selected, complete preliminary
site investigations, including
geotechnical, environmental, and
archaeological work, will be carried
out.

The campground and parks in
Slocan are slated to receive some
capital funds. This includes $225,000
for the Expo Park soccer field,
$159,300 for the breakwater and
dock, $136,500 for the walking
bridge and flood repair, $55,000 for
park lighting upgrades, $17,186 for
campground electrical, and $12,000
for the campground privacy fence.

The municipality will also
spend $29,800 for an office backup
generator, $13,500 for Wellness
Centre enhancements, and $45,960
for water meters, pump and supplies.
These projects are funded through a
combination of reserve funds, grants
and surplus funds from prior years.



May 2,2024 The Valley Voice

COMMUNITY [, 19

Spring market at the Pavilion seeks to raise funds for accessible garden planters

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Fridge magnets, posters, pine cone
flowers, and bee houses are just a few of
the handmade crafts that will be available
at the Pavilion Care Centre’s Spring
Market on Saturday, May 11, from 10
am to 2 pm at the Pavilion.

Proceeds from the market will go
towards accessible garden planters.
Activities Director Carla Card hopes to
raise enough funds to purchase six.

“It’snot just a planter box,” she said.

The planters, made by Green Circle
Accessible Gardens, have special
features like a low maintenance self-
irrigation system and a large growing
tray. Most importantly, there’s a space
for chairs or wheelchairs to fit into for
easy access to the plants.

“And they ’re made out of composite;
they’re going to outlast me!” Card said.

The Pavilion has wooden garden
planters, but over time they’ve
deteriorated and their design is not as
ergonomic for the residents.

The new planters come with a high
price tag —about $1,200 each.

“It’s going to take a lot of $10
crafts,” said Card. “But that’s my goal
and it’s what I'm going to focus on, and
hopefully we can make it work.”

Arts and crafts

Card, who began her position in
August 2023, organizes crafts and
activities with the residents four days
a week. The last few weeks have been
filled with preparations for the market.

There will be decoupaged posters
with cheeky catch phrases, scented

Epsom salts, ‘gag’ bags, and insect
and mason bee houses. Residents have
painted colourful pine cones to look like
flowers and planted hens-and-chicks in
teacups.

“They love bling — lots of bling,”
said Bluebirds volunteer Linda Norman,
who joins in the fun twice a week.

Card said they may even get supplies
so market attendees can paint a rock to
add to Roscoe the Snake, to see how
long he can grow. Volunteers will bring
baked goods.

The day this reporter visited,
residents were filling fabric bags with
rice. A volunteer was coming later to
sew them up to make ‘magic bags’ —
multi-use bags that can be heated in the
microwave or cooled in the freezer to
alleviate pain.

All this and more will be for sale, all
crafted with care.
Home

The Pavilion is located within the
Slocan Community Health Centre. It is
a long-term care facility for those who
require 24/7 complex care.

“They try to make it as homey as
possible,” said Norman, “because it is
their home.”

About a year and a half ago, Chelsea
was hired as care coordinator.

“The first thing I did was adopt two
cats,” she said.

The centre’s walls have slowly filled
up with resident and local artists’ work.
One wall features photos of all the care
aides’ pets —dogs, cats, birds, and Card’s
two-year-old horse Quincy.

Music group Fiddle Dee Dee comes

West Kootenay Climate Hub Webinar: Columbia River Treaty and Climate Change

by Zen Wang

West Kootenay Climate Hub’s
April 19 webinar was titled ‘Columbia
River Treaty and Climate Change,’
with guest speaker Greg Utzig. Utzig,
a conservation ecologist and land use
planning consultant in Nelson, is a
member of the Columbia Basin Regional
Advisory Committee, which provides
advice to the Columbia River Treaty
negotiating team. He is also a technical
advisor to the Upper Columbia Basin
Environmental Collaborative, which
is focused on improving the function
of ecosystems impacted by dams and
TeSerVoirs.

Utzig spoke about four important
factors in Columbia River Treaty
renegotiations: flood control, power
generation, salmon fishery and First
Nations rights. He said each of these
are strongly affected by climate change.

Utzig showed data and graphs to
demonstrate that warmer climate creates
more extreme flooding conditions. This
puts huge demands on the dams on the
Columbia River system. Currently, the

dams will hold back enormous amount of
water but as we enter a warmer climate,
there could be unpredictable conditions
such as rain on snow that could endanger
the dams, he said.

In regards to power generation,
Utzig said the electrical grid is already
strained in the summer due to air-
conditioning demands. Hotter and longer
summers will mean higher demands
on the system. With the emergence of
electrical vehicles and other electrical
devices, Utzig says we will have to be
much more creative in order to meet
demands.

The salmon fishery is a very cut-
and-dry case, Utzig said. Higher water
temperature means fewer fish. Disease
and heat stress reduces fish populations
and at a certain point, approximately
31°C, almost all salmon species will
die. He said higher water temperatures
are already observed in the river systems
around the region. Small tributaries
provide sanctuaries for fish on their way
to breeding grounds, but due to logging
and other natural disasters, these small

streams are becoming rarer and rarer to
find, he said.

Utzig had time only to touch on
First Nations’ rights. There are a lot of
stakeholders on both sides of the border,
he said. The Columbia River basin
covers land in six different states in the
USA and is home to many different tribes
and bands of Indigenous people. There
are also several utility corporations and
governmental agencies at play. Everyone
has different ideas of what they want out
of the new treaty, Utzig said. The political
climate only adds fuel and complexity to
the meteorological climate.

Utzig said we will have to embrace
uncertainty and expect the unexpected in
the foreseeable future. There is a tricky
balance in everything we do.

When asked what can be done on an
individual level, he said while it is never
wrong to recycle, reuse and consume less
energy, it is much more important for
us to urge our governments to act in the
interest of humanity. Industries are by far
the main contributors to CO2 pollution.
Developing countries like China still

Kootenay Emergency Response Physicians Association celebrates 10 years

submitted

This year marks 10 years since
Kootenay Emergency Response
Physicians Association (KERPA) started
responding to emergency calls in the
Central Kootenay region.

To celebrate an incredible 10 years
of service, KERPA is hosting a gala
dinner at the Prestige Lakeside Resort
in Nelson on Saturday, May 25.

There will be a silent auction, 50/50
raffle, and buffet dinner. Keynote speaker
Dr. Mark Forrest, Medical Director of
the ATAAC (Anaesthesia, Trauma, and
Critical Care) group, will be flying in
from the UK to share his experience in
the emergency response field as well as
training physicians.

KERPA is a registered Canadian
charity that supports paramedics and
volunteer first responders by sending
volunteer doctors trained in emergency
response to calls that have immediate
threats to life. KERPA brings specialized
equipment and medications, essentially
bringing the emergency room to the
roadside.

Dr. Nic Sparrow, an emergency
physician at Kootenay Lake Hospital
in Nelson, started KERPA in 2014.
Initially, he responded to calls in his
own vehicle with a kit he stocked and

supplied himself.

Sparrow was personally inspired by
events early in his life when a Red Cross
first aider saved his sister’s life.

“At a very young age, I saw
how skilled action at the scene of an
incident can have a massive impact on
the outcomes of the patient, and the
outcomes of everyone who loves and
cares for that person,” he said. “Starting
KERPA came from a place of wanting to
be there, on scene, to support emergency
responders and do what I could to help
that critically injured person have the
very best chance of survival.”

KERPA has since grown and now
includes two fully equipped vehicles and
asecond physician, as well as a volunteer
board of directors to support KERPA’s
efforts. Responding to Nelson, Castlegar,
Kaslo, Winlaw, and Salmo, KERPA is
fully funded by community donations
from individuals and businesses and
there is no charge to the patient.

Tickets for the gala dinner are $90
per person. To purchase your tickets
or for more event details, check out
KERPA’s Facebook page. To learn
more about KERPA and to support their
mission visit www.kerpa.org

Summer adventure for teens

submitted

For teens wanting a summer
adventure with training in leadership,
teamwork, and wilderness skills,
Wildsight is now accepting applications
for the Go Wild! program. Go Wild! Is a
six-day backpacking program for youth
aged 14-18. With tents and sleeping bags,
hiking boots and backpacks, 14 teens will
experience the wild Rockies wilderness
as they may never have before.

“Go Wild! isn’t just a backpacking
trip: it’s an education in backcountry
camping and hiking that will open the
door to a lifetime of adventure,” says

Dave Quinn, Go Wild! Coordinator and
lead guide. Quinn, a Kimberley-based
wildlife biologist, ACMG-certified
wilderness guide, outdoor educator
and teacher, will lead this summer’s
excursion alongside Revelstoke’s Leah
Evans, a professional skier who focuses
on helping women reach their full
potential. Participants learn no-trace
camping, route planning, map reading,
navigation, wildlife safety, wilderness
survival, mountain botany, basic
wildlife ecology, and how to thrive in
the wilderness in all conditions.
Learn more: wildsight.ca/gowild

put out more and more CO2 into the
atmosphere while other countries have
flattened their curves.

Utzig presented a graph at the end of
his presentation, showing the amount of
CO2 in the atmosphere over time. “This
is the ONLY curve that matters,” he said
with an air of finality. “Unless we can halt
this curve, we have to prepare for much
hotter and longer summers and shorter
and more extreme winters.”

in once a week to play for the residents.

“A lot of our folks here are with
dementia, and it can be more challenging
for families to come in and not know
what to say or do,” said Chelsea. “So if
we have activities where they can just
sit and hold hands and watch together, it
alleviates the pressure.”

Chelsea has seen more families
visiting since activities have increased.

Card will be starting up a new
program once a month called Cooking
with Carla. When asked what residents
missed most, the overwhelming answer
was homecooked food.

The program will focus on one
resident per month. Handsome Howard
has requested a BBQ steak, and others
would like to make traditional meals.
Chelsea is hoping to bring in kids to bake
cookies with the residents.

“To remind them of baking with
their children and grandchildren,” she
said.

All this is to make the centre as
homey as possible, said Norman, to bring
normalcy to their lives.

“We’re having fun and doing lots,”
said Card.

The whole crew is looking forward
to opening up the Pavilion for the spring
market. They would love to see you there
on May 11, from 10 am to 2 pm.

Village of Silverton
Seasonal Municipal
Campground Attendant

The Village of Silverton is currently seeking a full-time seasonal campground attendant
from June 1,2024, to approximately October 31,2024. This contract position offers
a unique opportunity to live and work in BC’s second-smallest municipality, a tiny
gem in the Kootenays with a beautiful natural environment. The site revenues from
the campground are divided 50/50 between the attendant and the Village, providing
a potential for a rewarding income.

This position is 7 days per week for 4 months, physically demanding, and suitable
for more than one individual. The Village of Silverton is open to the possibility of
two people working and living on-site, providing a unique opportunity for couples or
friends to share a rewarding seasonal job.

You must provide your own self-contained camping unit (camper, trailer, RV,
motorhome) to live onsite for the duration of the season. If you require time/days off
during the season you would be responsible for finding your own sub-contractor, who
must be additionally approved by the Village.

Requirements:

* Must pass a background and criminal record check

* Must complete Bear Campsite training prior to start day

¢ Provide own axe, lawnmower, trimmer and fuel

* Provide firewood for sale

* Must have own computer, tablet or other device to view reservation system
* Must be reliable, responsible, and able to work weekends and holidays

Daily Duties:

* Cleaning and maintaining campsites

* Cleaning and maintenance of washroom facilities

* Collect waste and recyclable material

* Checking guests in/out and assisting with online bookings

* Sale of firewood

* Regular patrols to ensure guests are abiding by campground guidelines, including
bear smart initiatives and enforcing quiet hours

Skills:

* Excellent customer service skills

* Ability to work independently and as part of a team

* Knowledge of outdoor recreation and camping is preferred

* Ability to perform effectively in a fast-paced and high-volume work environment
* Resourceful and able to work independently

Qualified candidates are invited to submit a resume outlining their experience, three
references, and a cover letter to Viv Thoss, Chief Administrative Officer at cao@
silverton.ca, or by mail/in-person at the Village of Silverton, 421 Lake Avenue,
Silverton, BC VOG 1S0.

Closing Date: Friday, May 17,2024 at 4:00 p.m.

All candidates are thanked in advance for their interest. Only individuals selected for
interviews will be contacted.
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

1983 T-BIRD for sale. 250-777-1570.
2012 HD SWITCHBACK, 55,000km.
One owner, no accidents. All service
records. Sweet ride! Selling because I am
downsizing. 250-265-8226.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

CALLING ALL VENDORS/
CRAFTERS: USED OR NEW ITEMS -
TRUCK OR TABLE. Tailgate Flea Market
on May 11 at the Slocan Park Community
Hall. Sell from your truck or bring table. For
more info and application, email lorraine@
columbiawireless.ca or call 250-226-7301.

CARD OF THANKS
THANK YOU Tanya Gordon and Don
Broughton for stepping up.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com, 1-250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

ST.MARY’S, Slocan: PLEASE JOIN US
every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at St. Mary’s
Church, Slocan. Give yourself an hour each
week for peace and reflection.
CALLING ALL SENIORS! Tuesday
Coffee 10 am - 12 noon, May 7, 14, 28.
Slocan Park Community Hall, 3036 Hwy 6.
Info: contact Bonny @ bfritz03@hotmail.
com ALL SENIORS WELCOME.
MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST at the
Slocan Valley Legion Hall, 502 Harold St.,
Slocan. Sunday May 12, 8:30 am to 11:30
am. Hosted by the Legion, served by the
men! Menu: Pancakes with strawberries
& whipped cream, scrambled eggs, ham,
sausages, hash browns, fruit salad, coffee,
tea, juice. $15 each, children 6 & under $6
each. Everyone welcome!

TAILGATE, GARAGE AND BAKE
SALE! Where: Slocan Park Community
Hall, 3036 Highway 6. Date: Saturday,
May 11. Time: 9 am to 1 pm. Come join us
for coffee and snacks - find new, used and
crafted items. Baked goods for sale! Info:
lorraine@columbiawireless.ca

NAKUSP FARMERS’ MARKET starts
on May 18 from 9 am to 1 pm until
October 18.

Denver, BC.
SQUARE DANCES: Saturdays: June 1
and July 6 at the Bosun Hall. Bring indoor
shoes and a water bottle (no scents please).
Ages 13+ and singles welcome. 7 pm start -
please arrive early. Admission by donation.
HAND DRUMMERS Guide
for Beginning and Intermediate
Percussionists by local musician; Otter
Books, Eddy Music; with Kootenay & West
African teachers. jolmanapress@gmail .com
FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 107, 157,207,
24°,40°, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x
4’s,6x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18”
wide with live edges. 1%2” thick. Ideal for
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc.
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796.
Leave message with details. Hills.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT at
the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St.
Slocan Saturday, May 4 starting at 6:30 pm
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets must be
reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.com
or by phoning 250-355-2672 or buying
at Sunday Music Jams or Friday Dance
Nights. Tickets also available at Mountain
Valley Station in Slocan. BC Gaming rules
will apply. No minors please. Look forward
to seeing you!

JONATHAN WHITE CLIENT
SUPPORT GROUP Society AGM June
5,2024 at 6:00 pm at 220 Slocan Ave, New

HAND DRUMMERS Guide
for Beginning and Intermediate
Percussionists by local musician; Otter
Books, Eddy Music; with Kootenay & West
African teachers. jolmanapress@gmail.com
70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.
250-358-2756.

WOODBURY RESORT AND JB’S
PUB: Summer seasonal help wanted.
Room cleaners, front desk/office, servers/
kitchen staff. Call 250-353-7717 or email
woodburyresort@netidea.com for more

information.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide dignity, respect,
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

IN LOVING MEMORY of our wonderful

Randy Earl

Duncan

July 21, 1988-April 28, 2011

Of all the special gifts in life

However great and small

To have you as my son

Was the greatest gift of all

A special time

A special face

A special son

I can’t replace

With an aching heart

I whisper low

I miss you Son

And I love you so
-Love Mom and Dad, Amanda and Trever,
Meagan and Kayleigh and all the families

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including any
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can
receive free, confidential support by calling
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go
directly to your local emergency room for
confidential care.
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PETS

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE WANTED

YOUNGER COUPLE SEEKS a long-
term home near New Denver. Quiet, 2-3
bedroom, reciprocal relationship with land
and neighbours. Rent-to-own is ideal, rental
is good too. Chris/Jasmine 250-777-2203.
LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.

SERVICES
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore,
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392.
MOBILE DETAILING SERVICES:
10+ years’ experience. Car, trucks, boats.
Full interior & exterior wash, wax,
vacuum & conditioning. 778-774-8665
profinishservices @proton.me

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.
WANTED: THREE-POINT TRACTOR
IMPLEMENTS, greenhouse, irrigation
supplies, large water tanks, bale wagon.
Contact 250-895-0841 by text (preferably)
or phone. Can pick up.

YARD SALE
KASLO MAY DAYS YARD SALE, May
18, 19, 20 (Sat, Sun, Mon), 10 am-4 pm.
Upper Kaslo, 1115 Tuck Street. No early
birds. Parking limited - IT IS BIG!

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.

FOUNDATIONS « ROOFING « RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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New manufacturing jobs coming to Harrop-Procter

submitted

The Harrop-Procter Community
Co-operative is one of three
organizations to receive provincial
support for manufacturing businesses
in the Kootenays.

The co-op is receiving $215,000
Through the BC Manufacturing Jobs
Fund (BCMIJF) to upgrade its sawmill to
improve efficiency and adapt to smaller
diameter logs, while creating three jobs.
The co-op manages the community
forest tenure.

“The Harrop-Procter Community
Cooperative is most appreciative of
funding support provided by the BC
Manufacturing Jobs Fund. Their financial
assistance enables us to complete an
ongoing revitalization of our milling
division, Harrop Procter Forest Products,
resulting in improved efficiencies,
enhanced waste utilization capacity
and, most importantly, continued and

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Spring Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

increased local employment, said Bill
Macpherson, president, Harrop-Procter
Community Cooperative.

Other Kootenay businesses to
receive the funding include Kimberley’s
Naera Enterprises Inc., which own
Stoke Juice, and Invermere’s Kicking
Horse Coffee Co. Ltd. Stoke Juice is
organic, made from imperfect fruit
and vegetables that can’t be sold in
stores. With $618,000 from BCMIF,
they’ll be constructing a manufacturing
facility that will enable them to double
production and create 34 jobs. Kicking
Horse Coffee will receive $330,000 to
purchase new equipment to increase
production, creating five jobs. The
Province is taking action through the
StrongerBC Economic Plan to build a
strong and sustainable economy through
clean and inclusive growth. Supporting
local manufacturing sectors helps build
amore innovative economy.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCRY)

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription
Only

$5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Nakusp Hospice Society to host annual Hike for Hospice

submitted

The annual Hike for Hospice
will be taking place June 1, and the
Nakusp Hospice Society would love
for the community to come join. Pledge
forms are available at Royal Lepage
Selkirk Realty, or downloadable at
nakusphospice.com.

During the event, interested
individuals can learn more about the
society and what it does. It is a great
opportunity to meet the team.

Over the last couple of years, the
Nakusp Hospice Society has made great
advances in being more of a presence in
the community. Last fall, it offered a 32-
hour volunteer training course in which
10 community members learned the
skills necessary to be hospice volunteers.

The Nakusp Hospice Society also
started hosting monthly Death Cafés.
The primary purpose of a Death Café

is to provide a space where people can
talk openly about death, share their
experiences, and ask questions without
feeling uncomfortable or judged.

2023 saw another cuddle bed make
its way to the Arrow Lakes Hospital, as
well as a very well-attended community
discussion on advanced care planning,
facilitated by Dr. Trevor Janz. Most
recently, the society offered a free Grief
Tending 101 workshop designed to
improve grief literacy and provide tools
to better support oneself and others
through the grieving process.

Hospice societies are not only about
death and dying. They offer a philosophy
of care that supports individuals and
families as they face a life-limiting
illness. Hospice care is based on a holistic
model that seeks to enhance a person’s
quality of life and actively support their
emotional, physical, mental, and spiritual

FREE drop off all
scrap metals,
appliances
NO FRIDGES,
FREEZERS
Free used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or
get a promotional movie
for your social media in
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and
production, interview and
drone services provided.
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

REAL ESTATE

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

needs and wishes.

A person can receive hospice care
within their own home or in any care
setting. Trained hospice volunteers
can provide a variety of services and
support including advance care planning,
companionship, caregiver respite, grief
and bereavement support and much
more.

The first week of May marks
National Hospice Palliative Care Week.
The week is dedicated to shining a light
on the compassionate care hospice
societies bring to communities.

If you would like to participate in
the work of the Nakusp Hospice Society,
either as a volunteer or a board member,
or if you would like more information
about upcoming events or the services
provided by Hospice, contact coordinator
Christa Rebman at 250-551-1414, or
visit at nakusphospice.com.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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Columbia River Treaty negotiations update

submitted

2023 was a year of accelerated
activity in the ongoing process of
modernizing the Columbia River Treaty.

The pace of negotiations between
Canada and the US intensified with
delegations from both countries meeting
for five formal rounds of discussions
in January (Vancouver), March
(Washington, DC), May (Kelowna),
August (Seattle) and October (Portland).
Numerous virtual intersessional
meetings were held between each round
to make further progress on technical
issues, and advance discussions on
the challenges and opportunities in
integrating Canada and the United
States’ respective and mutual water-
management objectives.

The teams exchanged two
more rounds of proposals last year,
bringing the total to four, outlining

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

each country’s thinking on what a
modernized treaty could include. The
proposals are developed with the goal
of finding agreement on an updated
treaty framework that includes not only
flood risk management and hydropower
coordination, but also ecosystem
health, salmon restoration, adaptive
management, increased flexibility for
Canadian operations, and enhanced
bilateral engagement on Libby Dam
operations.

While much progress has been
made and the countries are in alignment
on many issues, a few key pieces remain
outstanding. Both countries are keen
to reach an agreement-in-principle
as soon as possible; however, the
Canadian negotiation delegation, which
includes Canada, BC and the Ktunaxa,
Secwepemc and Syilx Okanagan
Nations, maintains that a modernized

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

treaty will have to meet BC Indigenous
and Basin community objectives, as well
as US needs, in a fair and balanced way.
The team will not agree to a modernized
treaty unless it leads to improvements in
the BC Basin and reduces impacts that
Basin communities and ecosystems have
been experiencing since the treaty came
into force. And, as BC has asserted from
the beginning, the benefits of the treaty
must be shared equitably between the
two countries, in accordance with the
founding principle of the Columbia
River Treaty.

Though the next round of
negotiations has not been scheduled,
the Canadian and American delegations
have continued holding virtual
intersessional meetings to work through
unresolved issues.

On a logistical note, the role of
Canada’s lead negotiator for the treaty

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

changed hands last August. Sylvain
Fabi, who had been leading the Canadian
delegation on behalf of Global Affairs
Canada since 2017, stepped down to
focus on his role as Consul General
of Canada for the US Mountain West
Region in Denver, Colorado. Stephen
Gluck, Deputy Director, Global Affairs
Canada, moved into the lead negotiator
role and has been representing Canada
in all Columbia River Treaty public
forums since that time. Stephen has
been Sylvain’s second-in-command
throughout negotiations and has been
on the treaty modernization team at
Global Affairs Canada since 2011. The
strong collaboration between Canada,
BC and Basin Indigenous Nations has
continued under his leadership, as has
the respectful relationship with the US
negotiation delegation.

Many who are familiar with

Your ad

could be

here for
only $20.00

+ GST

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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the treaty will know 2024 marks an
important milestone. If Canada and
the US do not reach agreement on a
modernized treaty, the treaty continues in
its current form. This means the original
flood control provisions will expire this
September and shift to a ‘called-upon’
regime, requiring the United States
to utilize their reservoirs to manage
flood risk before ‘calling on” BC for
additional water storage. 2024 is also the
first year either country can unilaterally
terminate the treaty provided at least 10
years notice is given. It is also worth
acknowledging that both the US and BC
are holding elections this fall. The treaty
has historically been a non-partisan
issue, and negotiations have continued
through multiple administrations and
governments on both sides of the border.
Still, 2024 has the potential to be an
interesting year.
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
May 10,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
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only $20.00
+ GST
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Volunteers clean up after squatter near Edgewood

by Jan McMurray

Debris left behind by a squatter
just outside Edgewood last year was
cleaned up by volunteers on April 14.

Lower Arrow Lakes
Conservation Association President
Randy Donselaar reports that the
squatter had built a structure on the
first bench up the historic Eagle
Creek Trail and had left “garbage
of all description” both inside and
outside the structure.

Volunteers were able to access
the site on side-by-sides via private
property.

Donselaar says squatting on
Crown land is getting more and more

prevalent. “Locals are concerned,
not only because it brings in some
questionable individuals, but also
because of safety risks such as fire,”
he said.

Another concern is that volunteers
are left to deal with the mess. “We
have to pay tipping fees to get rid of
the garbage — not to mention vehicle
and fuel costs as well as time to do
the clean-up,” he said.

Donselaar feels that the
provincial government should be
doing something about this.

However, this falls under the
jurisdiction of local government, the
Ministry of Forests says.

A squatter's camp on Crown land near Edgewood was cleaned up by volunteers on April 14.

The Nakusp branch of the Royal Canadian Legion is proud to announce that Bryn Wethal
has won second place in the province for his essay in the Junior Essay category of the Youth
Remembrance Contest. The award was presented by Cheryl Truax, Poppy chair and Harvey

Truax, president of the Royal Canadian Legion in Nakusp. Congratulations Bryn! This year,
there were over 6,500 entries in artwork and literary compositions across BC and the Yukon.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan

“Clean-up on Crown land falls
to the regional districts and local
municipalities, though they are
often assisted by partner agencies
within the provincial government,”
a Ministry of Forests spokesperson
told the Valley Voice.

If complaints come in to the
Province, “Natural Resource
Officers review and prioritize
each report depending on several
factors, including public safety
and environmental impact,” the
spokesperson said.

The ministry points out that

homelessness is a significant issue
affecting people and communities

I, 2

throughout BC and addressing it is a
critical priority for government.
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SD 8 welcomes new Director of Indigenous Education and Learning Services

submitted
School District 8 is pleased to

announce Laury Carriere as the new
Director of Instruction — Indigenous

NEW OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well Being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC
Wednesday-Friday in Slocan, BC

To book an appointment 514-238-9510 text or call
www.karinagregory.ca

Education and Learning Services,
effective August 1,2024.

“On behalf of our senior
leadership team and all staff in our
district, I am thrilled to welcome
Laury into this role,” said SD 8§
Superintendent Trish Smillie.

This role replaces the previous
District Principal of Aboriginal
Education position and is part
of the SD 8 senior leadership
team, underscoring the district’s

Laury Carriére is SD 8's new Director of
Indigenous Education and Learning Services.

commitment to reconciliation and
Indigenization of the curriculum.

Indigenous education is
designed to support the success of
all Indigenous students: First Nations
(status and non-status), Métis, and
Inuit students. The program creates
opportunities for all students to
learn from Indigenous knowledge,
teachings, culture, and world views
in the BC kindergarten to grade 12
(K-12) curriculum.

“Laury’s demonstrated leadership
in Indigenous education and her deep
commitment to Indigenous and non-
Indigenous students’ educational
needs make her exceptionally suited
to guide this vital area of our district’s
mission —to inspire and support each
learner to thrive in a caring learning
environment,” said Superintendent
Smillie.

Director Carriere, a seasoned
educator and school leader within
SD 8, brings a wealth of experience
to her new role. She holds a Master’s
Degree in School and Instructional
Leadership from the University of
Calgary and a Bachelor of Education
in Indigenous Education from the
University of British Columbia.
Her extensive background includes
roles as principal at Kootenay

River Secondary School and
Canyon-Lister Elementary in SD
8’s Creston Family of Schools,
and as principal of Crawford Bay
Elementary-Secondary and Deputy
Head of Upper School at Jerudong
International School in Brunei.

“In her new role, Director
Carriere will work with all staff
to ensure that every educator and
employee is equipped to support all
children to graduate with the skills,
knowledge, self-understanding, and
cultural awareness to thrive as young
adults,” said Superintendent Smillie.

Throughout her career, Director
Carriere has been deeply involved in
initiatives that promote Indigenous
education and leadership, having
led numerous presentations and
workshops focused on these areas.
Her recent work includes leading
the Strengthening Early Years to
Kindergarten project in Creston and
active participation in SD 8’s Anti-
Racism Working Group.

“It is an honour to continue
my journey with SD 8 in this new
capacity. The success of Indigenous
students is at the core of my new role
and I look forward to embodying
that perspective as a member of our
senior team,” said Director Carriére.

Emergency Support
Services needs volunteers
in Kaslo/Area D

submitted by W. Stankevich

In recent years, have you stood
by wishing you could help those
evacuated from their homes during
the wildfires and devastating floods?
Would you like to be able to help
the family that lost everything when
their house burned down? You
can, by volunteering to become a
trained Emergency Support Services
responder.

Emergency Support Services
(ESS) provides short-term essential
support, such as shelter, food, and
clothing, to people who have been
evacuated from their homes during
emergencies or disasters. Responders
register evacuees, complete needs
assessments, and provide basic
emergency supports.

ESS is a provincially funded
program administered by the local
government. The Kaslo and Area
D ESS team currently has eight
volunteer responders, but needs
more trained volunteers to efficiently
support residents during evacuations.

Beginning in May, mandatory
training becomes a one-day
introductory course that prepares new
volunteers to register and support
evacuees, but the amount of training
ESS volunteers wish to pursue
is unlimited. A full complement
of courses are available, along
with practice sessions at monthly
meetings and regional training
opportunities.

For more information and to
volunteer, fill out the expression
of interest application on the
RDCK web page, ‘Volunteer as
an Emergency Support Services
Responder,” available at www.rdck.
ca/joinESS.



