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by Jan McMurray
New and improved staffing 

models at rural ambulance stations 
throughout the province came into 
effect April 1.

“The transition to these new 
staffing models is expected to improve 
911 responsiveness and provide 
more consistent and reliable out-
of-hospital care in rural and remote 
communities across the province. 
These models have also created new 
positions with better compensation 
and work environments and will give 
paramedics in rural and remote areas 
more opportunities to stay and work 
in their home communities,” said 
Cynthia Leong of BC Emergency 
Health Services.

The three new staffing models 
are called ‘alpha,’ ‘mix shift’ and 
‘kilo.’ They replace the previous 
‘scheduled on call’ (SOC) model.

Winlaw, Kaslo and New Denver 
have converted to a mix shift staffing 
model. Mix shift stations are staffed 
16 hours per day, with the remaining 
eight hours at night covered by 
paramedics on call. This means staff 
are on duty in the station twice as 
often as they were with the previous 
SOC model, which had paramedics 
working at the station eight hours a 
day and then on call for 16 hours.

Mix shift stations employ eight 
paramedics, where SOC stations 
employed just four.

Recruitment efforts have been 
ongoing since the plans for the new 
staffing models were announced last 
November, but not all positions are 
filled yet.

The Winlaw station is 100% 
staffed, but not Kaslo or New Denver. 
Kaslo has seven out of eight positions 
filled, and New Denver has five out 
of eight positions filled.

“BC Emergency Health Services 
is always hiring, and we will continue 
to recruit for new positions until they 
are filled,” Leong said.

Recruitment is also ongoing 
for the Edgewood station, which 

Rural ambulance service improves with new staffing models
converted to the kilo model. In this 
model, a new full-time paramedic 
unit chief provides support to on-call 
staff. Leong reported that recruitment 
continues for a full-time unit chief 
and on-call staff in Edgewood.

Nakusp converted to an alpha 
station in November last year. 
Alpha stations are staffed 24/7 by 
paramedics working at the station. 
Leong says Nakusp currently has 
seven out of 10 paramedic positions 
filled, and recruitment is ongoing 

for these positions as well as a new 
unit chief. 

In addition to these staffing 
improvements for emergency calls, 
the community paramedic positions 
are now full-time. Community 
paramedics focus on delivering 
community-based care and outreach 
services. They no longer respond to 
911 calls like they did under the SOC 
model, unless they are the nearest 
available paramedic for a potentially 
life-threatening call.

Nakusp’s full-time community 
paramedic can now provide more 
coverage in the area, including 
Edgewood. Recruitment is ongoing 
for both Kaslo and New Denver’s 
full-time community paramedic 
positions.

“We encourage anyone who is 
interested in pursuing a career as a 
paramedic to learn more about job 
opportunities and possible career 
paths at https://joinus.bcehs.ca/,” 
Leong said.

New Denver Mayor Leonard 
Casley is pleased with the changes. “I 
would like to thank Chief Ambulance 
Officer Leanne Heppell and her local 
team for getting this done – it has 
been a long and hard road,” he said. 
“Through collaboration with the 
union and local government, we have 
a model that should be sustainable 
and provide rural BC with the 
ambulance coverage it needs, and in 
turn begin to reduce the strain on our 
rural fire departments.”

submitted
After a frustrating three-year 

hiatus, the Rotary Club of Nakusp is 
set to ignite the town again with the 
much-anticipated return of its major 
fundraiser, the Nakusp Wine and 
Beer Festival. Mark your calendars 
for Saturday, April 27, from 7 to 
10 pm.

The event has been renamed 
the ‘Wine+’ festival in recognition 
of the addition of distilleries to the 
mix of beverage makers who will 
be presenting their wares on April 
27. Three distilleries will be featured 
– Forbidden Spirits from Kelowna, 
Kootenay West Distilling of Trail 
and Tonik Distillery from Crescent 
Valley. Beer was also added to the 
lineup in 2019 and will be featured 
again this year. Three breweries will 
be there, along with seven wineries, 
including Nakusp’s own Valley of the 
Springs winery.

A crowd of 150 or so enthusiasts 
is anticipated, who will not only 
indulge in world-class wine, beer 
and spirits samplings but also dive 
into a whirlwind of excitement with 
door prizes, 50/50 draws, a blind 
tasting competition, a wine/food 
pairing quiz and a tantalizing array 
of delicious appetizers.

Born in 2014, Winefest swiftly 
became the talk of Nakusp, and has 
become a popular highlight on the 
social calendar. The Lodge at Arrow 
Lakes sets the stage for this unique 

Rotary adds distilleries to the Nakusp Wine+ Festival
event, dedicating its bar/restaurant 
area for the festival. Over the years, 
Winefest has attracted nearly 30 
wineries and breweries, with many 
making repeat appearances. 

The Wine+ Festival isn’t 
just about savouring exceptional 
beverages; it’s a golden opportunity 
for winemakers and brewers to 
showcase their craft to the local 

market, all while supporting 
commendable causes. This festival 
is an important fundraiser for 
the Nakusp community. To date, 
Winefest has raised an astonishing 
$38,000, funding local projects, 
and scholarships, and contributing 
to global Rotary initiatives, notably 
the triumphant Polio Plus campaign 
aiming to eradicate polio worldwide. 

The 150 attendees who are expected 
to be at the event will enjoy a night 
that’s not just about tasting incredible 
beverages but also an opportunity 
to make a lasting impact on the 
community and the world.

For more information, contact: 
Andi Gabb: andrewjgabb@gmail.
com, 250-509-0203 or visit www.
rotaryclubofnakusp.org.

Glenn Tamasi samples a beverage at the Nakusp Winefest in 2019, the last time the event was held.
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NEST CLUES
Sleuth out bird nests by looking for 
females near singing males. Notice 
bits of grass, twigs, lichen, moss or 
spiders’ webs peeking out from beaks 
and then look where the carrier flies 
once satisfied the coast is clear. 
Ditto for birds carrying bugs to feed 
chicks. A bird carefully leaving cover 
may be scoping out safe passage 
from a nest.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver and Kaslo both 

have their full complements of 
physicians, but recruitment is still 

Physician recruitment complete in Kaslo and New Denver, ongoing in Nakusp
underway for Nakusp, Interior 
Health reports.

New patients – from the local 
areas only – are being accepted in 

Kaslo, New Denver and Nakusp.
Kaslo’s new physician will be 

starting this summer. Kaslo patients 
who are not attached to a family 

physician are currently cared for by 
a group of primary care providers 
in the community. IH is working on 
a plan for the new physician to take 
these patients on.

Emergency hours at the Victorian 
Community Health Centre in Kaslo 
continue to be 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday to Friday.

In New Denver,  IH says 
orientation and onboarding for 
the new physicians is currently in 
progress. When asked if the New 

Denver physicians would continue 
working 10-day rotations, Interior 
Health said they would focus on 
physician scheduling details and 
registering patients to physicians 
once the onboarding is complete.

New Denver ’s emergency 
department continues to be open 
from 8 am to 8 pm seven days a 
week. Recruitment of nursing staff 
to resume 24/7 operations continues, 
IH says.

Residents in the Arrow Lakes 
region can be seen by physicians 
at the Saddle Mountain Clinic or 
the Slocan Community Health 
Centre, IH says. IH Recruitment and 
Operations meet bi-weekly to review 
recruiting efforts and have been 
encouraged by the recent interest 
in healthcare staff from within BC 
and Canada.

The Arrow Lakes Hospital in 
Nakusp has 24/7 emergency service.

The long-term care facilities 
in all three communities are fully 
staffed, IH reports.
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Hey, Kitty..!
Dear Kitty,
Every day when I come home from work, I find my wife on 
the couch watching tv and eating snacks. I find this really 
triggering. I am starting to resent her. How can I talk to her 
about this without hurting her feelings? – Man Without a Plan 
Dear Man Without a Plan,
I find  you  really triggering. I must admit that witnessing 
someone’s Cheesie fingers journeying between bag and 
mouth is not a flattering look. Especially when fingers are 
licked “clean” between deep dives (ew!). That being said, the 
fact that someone can take time to relax during the day is to 
be admired. Don’t forget that from birth you’ve been taught by 
our worker bee society to think that the most admirable thing 
to be is a hard worker. How about a little radical wall-staring? 
Before you start mansplaining how you think your wife’s 
evening (or any other time of the day, for that matter) should 
play out, I think you need to do a little soul searching and 
ask yourself where your work complex is coming from. If you 
don’t like your work situation, do something about it instead of 
projecting your unhappiness onto someone else. Btw, if you 
are making any jokingly “harmless” comments to her to ease 
your inner tension, please cease and desist. And definitely 
keep this one to yourself; It is your problem, not hers. 
Stay true,
Kitty

I’d love to hear from you: Please submit your questions 
to advice.heykitty@gmail.com. All submissions will remain 
anonymous. The opinions in this column are by no means a 
replacement for the advice of a licensed professional. Please 
seek help if you are in need.

The Slocan Valley TV Society is holding its 2024 AGM at the 
Slocan Park community hall on Sunday April 28th at 1pm. 
 
Along with the standard AGM agenda, the board is seek-
ing input from residents on the recent changes to broad-
casted channels and whether they agree with stopping 
the radio broadcasting to allow for better TV reception. 

Call 250-359-7944 for further information

See you there

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative

After an almost two-year-long 
wait, a Canadian mining company 
has finally received a mining 
exploration permit.

Taranis Resources Inc. will 
continue its explorations of the Thor 
project near Trout Lake, northeast 
of Nakusp in Ktunaxa traditional 
territory. 

“We’re extremely happy,” John 
Gardiner, President and CEO of 
Taranis, told the Valley Voice. “It 
took two years and about $200,000 
in lawyers’ fees to get to this point.” 

Usually, permits are approved in 
about three months, he says.

The approval comes after the 
company filed a petition with the 
BC Supreme Court in October 
2023. Gardiner said they believed 
that First Nations consultation and 
opposition were holding things up. 

In the petition, Taranis asked the 
court to order the chief permitting 
officer to make a decision on the 
permit application. The company 
also asked the court to declare that 
Mines Minister Josie Osbourne’s 
statement that First Nations are “the 
rightful owners of the land,” and her 
reference to a “Ktunaxa-declared 
moratorium” are contrary to law.

Taranis argued that Minister 
Osborne’s statement could influence 
the permitting officers’ decisions. 

The Ktunaxa Nation Council 
learned of the Thor project in January 
2023. In November, it declared 
its opposition, citing concerns 
around cultural, archaeological, and 
ecological impacts.

“yaqan nukiy identified that 
their traditional lands were under 
increasing development pressure 

without being provided any time 
for Ktunaxa people to develop a 
Ktunaxa-led vision and plan for 
the area,” read the November press 
release.

In the end, there was no court 
hearing. The government relented, 
and issued the permit. One of 
Minister Osbourne’s colleagues, 
said Gardiner, filed an affidavit 
exp la in ing  tha t  Osborne’s 
declaration was a “political 
statement.”

“Sometimes, in my experience, 
politics and policy get intertwined,” 
said Gardiner. “When Minister 
Osbourne made that comment, what 
she said certainly wasn’t factual 
from a legal perspective. Obviously, 
she felt some desire or need to say it, 
and the explanation for it was that it 
was a political statement.”

The Valley Voice did not hear 
back from the Ktunaxa Nation 
before press time. 
Next steps

With the five-year permit, 
Taranis has permission to work 
on 24 drill sites. Work will begin 
July 1.

According to a mineral resource 
estimate released on April 11, 
the Thor project is a mid-sized 
epithermal gold-silver deposit, 
over two kilometres long. Taranis 
hopes to explore a deeper porphyry 
target beneath the Thor deposit. The 
‘Elephant,’ as it’s called, is likely 
the source of the Thor deposit. 
There is much evidence to support 
the Elephant’s existence, and the 
exploration permit hopes to confirm 
it. 

Prior to the permit being 
issued, Taranis was in consultation 
with the Ktunaxa Nation and the 

Canadian mining company granted exploration permit after filing petition with BC Supreme Court
Sinixt Confederacy of the Colville 
Confederated Tribes. This played 
a part in the permit getting issued, 
said Gardiner. 

“Moving forward,  we’l l 
be incorporating a lot of their 
suggestions,” he said.

Suggestions focus on protecting 
the flora and fauna of the area. 
Taranis will offer a training course 
for employees to educate them 
about Ktunaxa and Sinixt values, 
and the importance of plants and 
animals, like white bark pine, 
huckleberry, grizzly bears, and 
mountain caribou. 

“At some point this summer, 
we’ll try to bring [the Ktunaxa and 
Sinixt] out to the site so they can see 
what we’re doing on the project, see 
how the drill works, where the bulk 
sampling plant is going to go,” said 
Gardiner.

Because the Thor project is an 
exploration-level project, meaning 
it is not yet a producing mine, 
consultation with the two nations 
is handled through the Ministry of 
Energy, Mines, and Low Carbon 
Innovation, based out of Cranbrook.

Eventually, when Thor turns 
into a producing mine, Taranis will 
consult directly with the Ktunaxa 
and Sinixt to create revenue 
agreements. The Ministry steps 
out of the picture, Gardiner said, and 
it becomes one-on-one between the 
nations and Taranis. 

“A lo t  o f  people  don’t 
understand that there’s no guarantee 
that exploration companies get 
anything back on the investments 
they make,” said Gardiner, who has 
spent 16 years working on the Thor 
project. “But if it turns into a mine 
and there’s more assurance that 

there’s going to be some revenue, 
then of course it’s shared with the 

local community and Indigenous 
peoples.” 

by Zen Wang
The Nelson Public Library and 

West Kootenay Climate Hub hosted 
a public information and discussion 
session on April 10 called ‘Got the 
Climate Blues?’ 

The event centred around 
three green technologies: electric 
vehicles, heat pumps and renewable 
energy. Attendees were divided into 
three smaller groups and sat around 
tables with subject matter experts. 
Each group had 15 minutes to hear 
what the experts had to say and then 
pose questions.

After everyone had a chance 
to visit all the tables, the group 
reconvened to discuss results. 
Some of the key questions were 
about electric energy demands and 
storage. Since EVs and heat pumps 
run on electricity, where would the 
extra power come from? 

The answer, according to 
the organizers, is not cut and 
dry, nor simple. First, we have 
to reduce energy waste through 
better management and better-
built homes. Second, government 
should introduce load-balancing 
incentives. Third, more renewable 
energy should be installed into the 
system to meet the demand.

According to Laura Sacks 
from West Kootenay Climate 

EVs, heat pumps and renewable energy discussed at West Kootenay Climate Hub event
Hub, the good news is that green 
technologies are advancing like 
never before. The payback period 
on solar panels has gone down from 
20 years to about eight years, with 
all the government incentives. EV 
batteries are lasting a lot longer 
than anticipated and the industry 
is finally standardizing charging 
stations. Heat pumps are becoming 
less expensive to install and are 
producing less noise pollution.

Sacks also acknowledges there 
is a lot of distrust when it comes to 
climate change initiatives. Some 
people believe the government is 
out to gain more control and collect 
more tax dollars under the guise of 
climate emergency response. Sacks 
advocates compassion, listening 
and understanding when we meet 
someone with a strong opposing 
opinion.

Information sheets were 
available at the meeting for people 
who wanted to find out more. 

The Regional Energy Efficiency 
Program can help homeowners 
navigate through the complex 
world of government grants and 
rebates: rdck.ca/REEP. Facts 
and figures regarding studies on 
EVs, heat pumps and renewable 
energy can be accessed on: https://
cleanenergycanada.org. 

CORRECTION
We stated in the article on Judy 

Wapp’s visuALchemy retrospective 
on the front page of the last issue 
that the cartoons in the show were 
by Josh Wapp (who is himself a fine 
cartoonist), but in fact, they are by 
Judy herself.
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Thank you for 
Wide Spot

As more and more, every day, 
we see, hear and read about news 
and events that are heartbreaking, 
frightening, alarming, and often 
overwhelming, I wanted to say how 
much I look forward to reading 
‘Wide Spot’ by Therese DesCamp 
in the Valley Voice. Her words are 
calming, offer reassurance, and 
allow me to take a breath. A moment 
to think.

I really appreciate her calm, quiet 
wisdom. Thank you for giving space 
to his regular contributor. I wouldn’t 
miss her column.

Deborah Austin
Nakusp

Nova Scotia 
mass shooting

In April of 2023, our Privy 
Council in Ottawa mailed to me 
all of the documents (three boxes 
worth, altogether weighing about 35 
pounds) it generated while studying 
the Nova Scotia mass murders in 
April of 2020. If inclined, it would 
take the average citizen at least 
1,000 hours to read all $20,000,000+ 
dollars of it. There is one small 
booklet on the RCMP and its alleged 
failure to adequately respond to the 
incident that everyone should read.

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Freedom of 
speech and 
democracy

Your paper is the finest local 
example of freedom of speech 
thanks to ‘Voices from the Valleys.’ 
So many interesting letters, from 
Wayne McCrory’s amazing historical 
recollections, Susan Eyre’s on-point 
open letter to Premier Eby, and of 
course Nick Chatten’s biweekly 
column, this week lamenting the 
demise of democracy in Canada – a 

very worrying prospect indeed. But 
from what I can see, our provincial 
government has already put 
democracy to bed in this province. 
We have a premier who is pushing 
his weight around to force municipal 
politicians, who are elected, to do as 
they are told by him, and making 
bold policy changes like legalizing 
hardcore drugs and drug addiction. 
He has never been elected as premier 
by the citizens, having gained his 
premiership by becoming the leader 
of the NDP, a position to which 
he was ACCLAIMED, after his 
only opponent was disqualified for 
very flimsy reasons. This is not 
democracy.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Emergencies 
Act appeal

On April 4, 2024, the Federal 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Ot tawa 
accepted my request to submit my 
evidence to the inquiry before the 
court regarding the decision by 
the federal government to invoke 
the Emergencies Act, on February 
14, 2022, which had the effect 
of removing the parliamentary 
check on executive power. My 
evidence establishes a failure of the 
requirement of good-faith conduct 
by the Minister of Justice in his 
provision of the legal opinion. My 
evidence demonstrates that David 
Lametti knew that he was failing 
in his duty to protect the public and 
ensure that the administration was 
in compliance with the law. The 
attorney general will argue against 
the public interest to protect their 
corruption.

www.fundamentaljustice.com
Trevor Holsworth

New Denver

Sue Big Oil
One of the biggest causes 

of inflation is the climate crisis! 
The droughts, the heatwaves, the 
smoke, all contribute to reduced 

crops, flooding, health problems 
(breathing), mental health with 
people worried about ‘next summer.’ 

The healthcare system is already 
struggling. Fighting forest fires 
cost BC over $1 billion in 2023. 
David Eby said this is ruining our 
province. The Climate Institute says 
these climate disasters will reduce 
Canada’s GDP by $25 billion in 
2025.

Science tells us this crisis is 
caused by burning fossil fuels. The 
five largest fossil fuel companies 
have, since the beginning of the 
Ukraine War (2 years), made a record 
$280 billion in profits from higher 
gas prices. This is the primary cause 
of inflation. This money, I am sure, 
will be passed on in rich dividends, 
higher executive salaries, and more 
investment in fossil fuel production. 
Meanwhile, the cost of climate 
disasters is borne by the government, 
and ultimately, you and me.

These costs should be borne by 
fossil fuel companies!  They caused 
them!

To successfully sue the giant oil 
corporations will be a challenge. 
They have highly paid, skilled 
lobbyists who have the ear of 
government. Several communities in 
BC have signed on to our SueBigOil.
ca campaign and committed $1 per 
resident to this cause. We need at 
least 500,000 people. I urge you to 
approach your local government and 
urge them to make this commitment.

David Cunningham
Nelson

Something has 
to be said

Something has to be said about 
the Ukrainian War. After two years 
of fighting, with countless deaths and 
injuries, and $380 billion of aid that 
has been pledged, including $118 
billion of direct military aid, the end 
of the war is still not in sight.

It is unthinkable that the war 
could be lost to Russia. Ukraine’s 
supporters are coming up with new 
ideas. NATO is starting a $100 
billion long-term support fund. 
Modern tanks, planes and medium-
range missiles are being sent to the 
war. France is talking about sending 
soldiers to fight there. The Kremlin 
says these actions do not contribute 
to security and play a destabilizing 
role and that the West is becoming 
a participant in the war. Putin says a 
war with NATO is a step away from 
World War III.

Russia has been the bogey man 
for NATO and the US defense 
industry. The sales pitch is if you do 
not want to be invaded by someone, 
say Russia, join NATO. Countries 
join and pay their 2% tithe of their 
GDP to protect themselves from non-
existent threats. Russia does not want 
Ukraine a member and have NATO 
playing war games on their border. 
It is too hard to tell what is real and 
what is not.

The main reason the war is 
fought is not for the peoples’ freedom 
but to weaken Russia (and open 
it up for globalist exploitation). 
Ukraine would have been better 
off neutral. Switzerland is neutral 
and thriving and Ukraine could be 
too. The territories Russia annexed 
are Russian speaking. The money 
wasted on this war could be better 
spent fixing the Earth’s thermostat.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Curbside 
referendum

Portions of RDCK Areas F and 
H have an upcoming referendum in 
May on curbside collection services, 
which include pickup of garbage, 
food waste and recycling. When I 
first heard about these services, I did 
a simple calculation and determined 
that currently my household pays a 
maximum of $50 a year for trips to 
the dump. Otherwise, we compost all 
our food waste, and take recyclables 
to the depot once a month. While the 
recycling is ‘free’ at the depot, of 
course there are costs for this service. 
So I would have to add something 
to my calculation for this service. 
The more I thought about what is 
being offered, the more I supported 
it. Curbside pickup of garbage and 
recycling saves me taking trips to 
town. And there may be a time in the 
future when we no longer physically 
manage our own compost, and would 
be grateful for that pickup as well.  

Basically, I’m voting for this 
service so all residents have a 
convenient way to do their part in 
keeping food waste out of landfills, 
which will  reduce methane. 
Similarly, recycling also reduces 
landfilled waste. We are privileged to 
have an affluent consumer economy 
here, but also a responsibility to 
manage it properly.

I encourage residents to consider 
voting for this service, regardless 
of how much or little you may use 
it. Much research has gone into 

providing cost-effective collection, 
and this opportunity to show support 
may not come again for a long 
time. Residents generally support 
our library, schools, hospital, etc., 
not because we necessarily use 
each of these, but because they are 
societal benefits. Please join me in 
the RDCK’s zero-waste effort.

More information on the service 
proposal can be found at engage.
rdck.ca. Public information sessions 
are April 23, 6:30-8:30 pm at the 
North Shore Hall and April 25, 6:00-
7:30 pm online at rdck.ca/fhcurbside 
to register.

Lisa Bramson
North Shore Area F

Can Canada 
grow?

Canada is facing a growth crisis, 
and attempts to downplay it only 
serve to mask the underlying issues. 
While some measures of economic 
performance may show slight 
improvements, the fundamental 
problem lies in declining labour 
productivity, which has been a trend 
for the past four decades. This is a 
matter of long-term growth rather 
than short-term fluctuations, and it 
demands serious attention.

The t radi t ional  focus  of 
politicians on short-term economic 
indicators misses the point. The 
real challenge lies in addressing 
the economy’s capacity for growth, 
rather than simply stimulating 
demand. We need to identify barriers 
to efficiency and innovation and 
trim government to be lean and 
responsive to the people. The more 
government, the more red tape, costs 
and frustration.

Long-term growth rates are 
crucial for determining a country’s 
standard of living, and Canada 
cannot afford to ignore our low 
productivity. Despite implementing 
orthodox economic policies such 
as free trade agreements and tax 
reforms, productivity has continued 
to stagnate 40 years and counting.

O n e  m a j o r  o b s t a c l e  t o 
p roduc t iv i ty  g rowth  i s  the 
presence of protected oligopolies 
and government monopolies in 
key sectors of the economy like 
telecoms, dairy and airlines. These 
distortions prevent markets from 
functioning efficiently and impede 
innovation. Internal trade barriers 
between provinces hinder economic 
integration and impose significant 
costs on businesses and consumers.  
Every province in Canada may as 
well be a separate country the way 
things are ingrained by law, language, 
regulations and monopolies. Add in 
municipal, regional, provincial and 
federal government and it is obvious 
a bloated government of managers is 
not helping our long-term growth. 
People go to school now to become 
bosses, politicians and managers. 
No one wants the grunt work that 
economists pay attention to. The 
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continued from page 4
grunt work that really makes a 
nation, not rights-eroding politicians, 
be they provincial or federal.

Simply increasing spending on 
infrastructure, education, or research 
and development without considering 
the quality and effectiveness of these 
investments is unlikely to lead to 
significant improvements in our 
productivity.

To address the productivity 
problem, Canada needs a more 
nuanced approach that focuses on 
removing barriers to competition, 
improving the efficiency of public 
investments, and fostering a culture 
of innovation and entrepreneurship. 
Canadians don’t need the monopolies 
and ol igarchies  of  a i r l ines , 
banking, energy, groceries and 
telecommunications that dominate 
us from the cradle to the grave. 
Until we get serious about long-term 
productivity, Canada will continue 
to sink into poverty and monstrous 
debt.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Federal 
Government 
has lost touch

A few weeks ago, Chrystia 
Freeland, Canada’s finance minister 
with a salary of over $271,000 plus 
dental and pension benefits, etc. said 
in a speech to Canadians that she, 
too, felt the pain of the high cost of 
living and knew what the average 
Canadian was going through while 
trying to put food on the table. She 
said that it was so bad for her that she 
had to cancel the kids’ Netflix and 
she couldn’t afford the $19 a month 
for the subscription. When I heard 
that, my heart broke for her and her 
poor kids. Imagine those poor kids 
not being able to watch Netflix while 
Canadian families struggle to afford 
food due to high inflation caused by 
Trudeau’s overspending and carbon 
tax. How she could have the gall 
to say such a thing to the Canadian 
people is beyond me. But wait, it 
gets better. 

On April 1, April Fool’s Day, 
the carbon tax went up another $15 
per tonne, a significant amount, and 
Canadians pay that on everything, 
which once again increases the 
cost of living. At the same time, the 
federal MPs all gave themselves a 
4.2% raise. When their pay raise 
was announced, they all stood up in 
the House of Commons and clapped 
for themselves. I think that also took 
a lot of gall for them to stand up 
and applaud their pay raises when 
all Canadians are struggling due 
to the Liberals’ mismanagement 
of the economy and overspending, 
which drives up inflation because 
of the billions of dollars paid just in 
interest alone while not reducing the 
deficit. The NDP shouldn’t accept 
the raise either because Singh has 
gone along with everything Trudeau 

wants to do, allowing him to literally 
financially ruin Canada for years and 
generations to come. 

John F. Kennedy once said: “Ask 
not what your country can do for 
you but what you can do for your 
country.” Our Canadian politicians 
should ask themselves the same 
question. Instead, they chose to give 
themselves a pay raise and that along 
with their big fat pensions they will 
receive after six years in office would 
seem to suggest the opposite of what 
Kennedy said. Poor performance 
as evidenced by the shape Canada 
is in financially and our failing 
healthcare system is not reason 
enough to reward their performance 
with a pay raise. Perhaps if their 
pay raises and pensions were tied to 
their performance, we would have 
better government. But there is one 
bright spot in all of this. With that 
pay raise, Chrystia Freeland should 
be able to renew those poor kids’ 
Netflix subscription while the rest of 
Canadians will continue to struggle 
to make ends meet.

Len Heppner
Nakusp

Measles jabbers
Early March newscast: “Six 

cases of measles...” he pauses... “in 
the country.” Here we go again. Cue 
the freak-out, and he goes on to push 
the vaccine. In the old days, we all 
just got the measles. Some places had 
measles parties, where all the kids 
could get it and get over it, and poof 
– immune for life. Done. Relatively 
painless.

Now they want us all to get 
jabbed again. This time for this, 
last time for that. How many before 
we’re even six years old now. CDC 
now says to treat COVID like the 
flu. It’s all it ever was anyway. They 
finally admit it was all a scam, to 
push the jabs. Big moneymaker with 
tragic results. Their bold attempt to 
hijack humanity’s genome, install 
their operating system. The extent of 
horrific results may never be known.

Now it’s measles, pushing their 
fake hyped-up immune fixer-upper: 
you’ll never get sick and it’s safe 
and effective. Just roll up your 
sleeve ’cuz it’s more profitable that 
way. Not to worry, we got all the 
treatments ready to go for side effects 
’cuz immune system becomes more 
compromised with every jab... Most 
of the cases come with the jab.

Detailed research: the history 
of the whole sordid mess at 
dissolvingillusions.com (and so 
many other sources) – 85 pages there 
to read. Or, well worth $35 for the 
500-page book. Whole chapter on 
measles. Quack science. Who What 
Where When. We’re all still working 
on the Why. Big bucks.  

None of the jabs ever worked 
for anything but to weaken our 
amazingly magical immune system.  

Dr. Rashid Buttar was helping 
autistic kids clear the toxins (mercury, 
aluminum etc.). He said researchers 

have been unable to find a single case 
of autism in a person who wasn’t 
vaccinated. Maybe that’s why they 
bumped him off. (He said ‘climate 
change’ would be the next big scam.)

All the documentation is 
rampant. Evidence. And they want 
us to do it all over again? These 
clowns will keep on pushing more 
‘agains’ till no one believes their 
hijinks anymore. Patents, dates, 
what’s the application for, what’s 
it do and the rubber stamp hits the 
page and they’re off to the races, to 
the banks and the bingo halls. And 
the people pay the price.

Just a bunch of hot air. Pop the 
balloon.

The other day, a friend told me 
about a post on the Gaia Tree wall 
that I hadn’t noticed. He said it 
talked about a jar with many ants in 
it. Some were red, some black, they 
all were going about their business 
peacefully. Someone shook up the 
jar, and they all started fighting. It’s 
like all of us in that jar. “We gotta 
look at who’s shaking the jar,” he 
said. The UN? Who’s behind that 
old boys’ club? Who runs America? 
“You wouldn’t know their names,” 
Putin told Tucker. Who’s shaking 
the jar? They own the mainstream 
media. All of it. Hence the coercive 
narratives to steer public opinion. 
By deception they wage war on 
humanity. How many even notice?

Al Muckle
Winlaw

Call for 
hemodialysis 
at hospital in 
Nelson

I am one of nine renal patients 
in the Nelson-Creston who must 
travel to the Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital (KBRH) because 
hemodialysis is not available at the 
Kootenay Lake Hospital (KLH).

When I began dialysis in 2019, 
I was advised by the social worker 
at the KBRH Kidney Care Clinic 
to move closer to Trail since my 
water supply and septic system in 
Ainsworth are not suitable for home 
peritoneal dialysis. But a move would 
have meant abandoning our home, 
family, and the critical support of 
the community we’ve enjoyed for 
50 years. 

My trips to KBRH and back to 
Ainsworth take 10 hours. Deprived 
of adequate public transportation, 
elderly renal patients must either 
drive or depend on a volunteer 
service, that we struggle to afford. 
My husband, who is a cardiac patient, 
drives me to Trail, often in hazardous 
conditions because it is not safe 
for me to drive after treatment. In 
addition to time, rising expenses for 
vehicle maintenance, fuel, meals, and 
accommodation are substantial – for 
which we receive little compensation 
when we submit these items on our 
tax forms.

Resolutions passed by Kaslo 

Village council, Nelson City Council, 
and West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District board 
all recommend hemodialysis be 
established in Nelson. But instead, 
IHA and BC Renal proposed 
a traveling Kidney Care Clinic, 
which is not what we want. As well, 
friends and neighbours were urged 
to volunteer to administer peritoneal 
dialysis in the home. 

Currently, home care workers 
and LPNs are not licensed to perform 
dialysis. Trained laypeople, who 
chose to administer dialysis to friends 
and neighbours, place themselves in 
serious legal peril because they cannot 
purchase personal liability insurance 
for their humanitarian activities. 

It appears this province is unable 
to devise an effective recruitment 
strategy to attract healthcare workers 
to Nelson. This, despite the fact that 
healthcare providers want to leave 
the Vancouver area due to the high 
cost of living.

In 2019, former MLA Michelle 
Mungall wrote to Health Minister 
Dix requesting a hemodialysis unit for 
KLH because our riding had reached 
the requisite number of patients 
stipulated in the BC Renal guidelines. 
Minister Dix never responded to 
our MLA’s request. In desperation, 
an online petition in favour of a 
Nelson dialysis unit was created in 
2022 and then presented in the BC 
legislature with over 2,000 signatures. 
This second request was dismissed 
because it failed to meet acceptable 
petition protocols.

Early this year, BC Seniors 
Advocate Isobel Mackenzie reported 
seniors living in rural areas of this 
province receive the worst healthcare. 
With the coming election in October, 
it’s time for the BC NDP majority 
government to act responsibly by 
building us a hemodialysis unit 
in Nelson, as well as devising an 
effective strategy to recruit the staff 
to operate it. 

Creston, Grand Forks, Sparwood, 
and Cranbrook health facilities 
have community dialysis units. 
Three of these municipalities host 
smaller populations than Nelson. The 
following organizations unanimously 
support the call to build and staff 
a community dialysis unit at the 
Kootenay Lake Hospital: Village of 
Kaslo, City of Nelson, West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District 
board, BC Rural Health Network, 
Community First Health Cooperative, 
IODE Nelson, Knights of Columbus, 
Nelson Council 1560, Lions Club of 
Nelson, Nelson Catholic Women’s 
League, Nelson Italian-Canadian 
Society, Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Committee. Rotary 
Club of Nelson Daybreak, The Nelson 
Rotary Club.

We, who have voted NPD 
for almost two decades, demand 
this government and its obdurate 
bureaucracies heed our call!

Christine Freyta
Ainsworth Hot Springs

Freedom of 
speech

This is 2024… We create our history 
as Canadians! We have a great history 
of honour and bravery, standing for our 
common interests and well-being for 
the lands that protect and provide for us. 
Now we must stand for each other! Love 
and healing. It is our time to shine to all 
the world our true power! Freedom of 
speech has never been more important 
at this pivotal moment in our history 
together! Censor of one another’s free 
expression or devaluing each other’s 
contributions is demoralizing, harmful 
to our collective unity and a dangerous 
descent towards greater division, causing 
further separation leading a country into 
chaos, vulnerable to deeper dictatorship 
and profit-driven wars – psychological, 
biological, genetic, chemical, industrial 
or even religious – as we witness sadly 
elsewhere upon this beautiful planet in 
great sorrow. And so lost to greed with 
no good vision or direction for the future 
generations and true prosperity in our 
well-being and that of our environments, 
we grow weary and weak. Our growth 
as a people in our true responsibility is 
of a greater value than profit and war! A 
greater practice of reciprocity with all our 
relations – animals, insect kingdoms and 
the opening of waterways for keystone 
species plus respecting plant-resourced 
and holistic technologies – striving to 
live together in a greater harmony and 
balance is essential.

Communication at this time is the 
most important thing we as a people 
can focus upon together in our time 
of history. Our immediate families, 
our community and surrounding 
communities. Our country of residence 
and our global society. We must all find 
a revival of democracy within our hearts 
and connection to our responsibility 
to uphold each other’s civil rights and 
live together as a people to serve our 
environment’s well-being as it supports 
our lives and good health in vitality, 
ongoing in nature’s sacred and intrinsic 
movements influenced by astral cycles, 
our solar system’s movement. Our 
seasons and annual rotations. As a 
people, that which is most important is 
the well-being of all things, one rotation 
at a time. We need not look for answers 
any further than this. We need only to 
adhere to the principle of all our relations 
being held sacred to our hearts in a never-
ending cycle of life in gratitude and 
celebration of receiving and experiencing 
creation together in harmony. The 
Ultimate Power, that is ‘The Powers of 
Peace’ and the dream our ancestors still 
hold together in the heavens, are helping 
us towards this new day.

I am walking in a sacred manner in 
these times, carrying the name Meteorite 
Orca Chief, speaking for an Indigenous 
Canada, the rightful Mother Lands For 
All Indigenous Peoples returning to 
rightful relationship with Mother Earth 
relearning and reintegrating as her 
children of light and love united. May 
we find peace together.

Gian Olm Dharam 
Nelson 
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

New designs and colours for our hot air 
balloon-shaped solar lights have arrived. 

They flicker like candles in the dark.  
Come see Tuesday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

Nelson Ford
Sullivan Motor Products Nelson
Integra Tire Trail & Castlegar
Harbour Chandler
Western Marine 
Seapro 
Best Lure
Lux Flies 
Kyle Hunter
John Wayne Holcroft
Bob Garding 
Carol and Brian Jeske 
Jody Riley
Bill and Tracey Baird
John and Jen Findlator

Proceeds from the derby provided a donation to the Kaslo Senior Citizens Association

Woodbury Resort and Marina would like to thank the following 
sponsors for the Easter Dolly Derby doorprizes!

The winning Dolly was 13 lbs, and the largest Rainbow 8 lbs 8 oz.
Jones Boys Boats 
Home Hardware Kaslo
Kaslo (Ace) Building Supply
Kaslo Adventure Centre
Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Kaslo Hotel
Eric’s Meat Market
Cornucopia 
Ainsworth Hot Springs
Blue Sky Clothing
Gilberts Parts Depot Nelson
Inland Allcare Nelson
Save On Foods Nelson
Napa Nelson
Nelson Home Hardware

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative

New baseballs, mittens, and a 
sound system are among the wishes 
that have been granted now that Kaslo 
& Area D Recreation Grants have been 
approved. 

There were requests from 15 
community groups totalling $7,735, 
but only $5,000 to award, so the 
Recreat ion Grant  Commit tee 
calculated a reduced amount for each 
group. $5,000 will be available again 
during the fall intake. The results were 
as follows.

Hospice Society: $125 for safety 
gear and other eligible expenses; 
iDIDaRide: $325 for course safety 
and other expenses; Kaslo & District 
Public Library: $350 for Indigenous 
Beading & Book Club expenses; Kaslo 
Baseball and Softball Association: 
$400 to purchase baseballs; Kaslo 
Community Services: $350 to help 
with Youth Art and Culture Project; 
Kaslo Cougars: $400 to help cover 
the cost of two ice times; Kaslo Disc 
Golf: $400 to help with finishing three 
tee boxes; Kaslo Logger Sports: 
$350 for bleacher improvements 
and a sound system; Kaslo Outdoor 
Recreation and Trails: $400 to 
assist in further developing the Kaslo 
Family Mountain Bike Park; Kaslo 
Racquet Club: $400 to help purchase 
a specialized cleaning brush for the 
courts; Kaslo Riding Club: $400 to 

Kaslo council, April 9: Recreation grants for 15 community groups 
upgrade riding club equipment; Kaslo 
Rugby: $300 for sports equipment; 
Kootenay Lake Independent School: 
$375 to help purchase 20 pairs of rain 
mittens; Kootenay Lake Innovation 
Centre: $250 to help with the cost 
of the musical performance at the 
Kootenay Resilience Festival; Kaslo 
Remote Control Club: $175 to go 
towards the cost of its 2024 License 
of Occupation. 

The grant program has $10,000 
to award annually, provided to the 
Village by the RDCK. However, this 
year, there was a surplus of $10,810.75 
from previous years, so eligible groups 
will be funded from the surplus this 
year. 

• Derek Apple was appointed to 
the Recreation Grant Committee, for 
a term ending December 31, 2026. 
Apple fills the vacancy left by Joy 
Lukacs’ recent resignation.

As part of the committee, Apple 
will participate in the adjudication of 
grant applications received in the fall 
grant intake. 

The committee includes Mayor 
Hewat and three members of the 
public. It reports to council twice 
per year, following spring and fall 
application intakes. 
May Days and Logger 
Sports 

Kaslo Logger Sports was granted 
a beer garden licence for May 18 and 
19, during the Mays Days Celebration. 
Last meeting, council designated 
Kaslo Logger Sports an ‘Event of 
Significance.’ This will allow Logger 
Sports to charge higher prices for 
alcoholic beverages to help meet their 
fundraising goals. 

Council granted several requests 
from the Kaslo & District Chamber of 
Commerce, which organizes the annual 
May Days event. A $4,050 grant-in-aid 
will be provided to the Chamber for 
the rentals of Vimy Park, the Logger 
Sports grounds, Murray Pearson Ball 
Park, and Front Street Park. The grant 
will also cover the Large Event Fee and 
Street Closure Permit cost. 

Requested road closures were 
approved for Show & Shine on Sunday, 
the parade on Monday and to reduce 
congestion near Vimy Park and allow 
emergency vehicle access. 

The Village will supply gate keys, 
recycling containers, and garbage bags 
for bear-proof bins for the Chamber 
to use. 

Village staff will install May Day 
banners as an in-kind service. 

Along with the grant-in-aid, the 
Village and Chamber also have a 
Conditional Grant Agreement for 
Chamber activities, with $5,000 of 
the grant set aside for May Days 
costs.  Electrical supply, lawn 
maintenance, plumbing, gazebo 
cleaning, and washroom access will be 
accommodated by Public Works staff, 
and are included in staff workplans. 
Kaslo’s birthday party

The Village will submit an 
application to Columbia Basin Trust’s 
Sponsorship Program to support the 
Village’s 131st birthday celebration 
on Friday, August 16, from noon until 
2 pm in Legacy Park. 

The annual event includes music, 
cake, and the presentation of Kaslo’s 
Citizen of the Year award. Funding 
would go towards advertising, 
entertainment, and refreshment costs. 
The event usually costs less than 
$1,000 and has historically been 
included in the annual budget. 

CBT’s Sponsorship Program 
suppor t s  communi ty  even t s , 
celebrations, festivals, and fairs. It 
awards between $250 and $1,500. 
Parcel tax roll review

Mayor  Suzan  Hewat ,  and 
Councillors Erika Bird and Molly 
Leathwood, were appointed to the 
2024 Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel, 
with Councillor Matthew Brown as 

alternate.
The panel reviews complaints 

concerning the parcel (frontage) 
tax imposed on properties serviced 
by Village water or sewer. Owners 
can request changes, which must 
be considered by the Roll Review 
Panel. Complaints can only be made 
in relation to a person’s own property.

There are four grounds on which 
the roll can be amended: an error or 
omission respecting a name of address 
on the parcel tax roll; an error or 
omission respecting the inclusion of a 
parcel; an error or omission respecting 
the taxable area or the taxable frontage 

of a parcel; an exemption has been 
improperly allowed or disallowed. 

Requests for amendments will be 
received no later than 3 pm on Friday, 
April 26, and will be reviewed by 
the Roll Review Panel at 4:15 pm on 
Tuesday, April 30. 

The tax values are listed on the 
Parcel Tax Roll, which can be viewed 
at City Hall from 10 am to 3 pm on 
weekdays, except stat holidays.
Budget meeting

Council will hold a special meeting 
on Thursday, May 9 at 6 pm to consider 
the 2024 Five Year Financial Plan and 
Tax Rate Bylaws. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative

Robert Baker, Kaslo’s latest Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO), is 
“absolutely enjoying” his new role.

“It was a seamless transition and 
a perfect fit,” he told the Valley Voice. 

Baker began his CAO position on 
March 18.

“I feel totally comfortable with all 
the staff I’ve started to work with, and 
all the people in the community, the 
user groups that I’ve been introduced 
to, as well as the other community 
organizations,” he said. “It’s an 
indication that it was the right move.”

Baker spent his first weekend in 
Kaslo going shop to shop downtown, 
meeting business owners, who he 
said were all pleasant and welcoming. 
Every single person he’s spoken to, he 
said, has further reinforced how glad he 
is to be in Kaslo. 

Before making the move to Kaslo, 
Baker served as the City of Trail’s 
Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation 
and Culture. Since 2010, he managed 
the City’s facilities and infrastructure, 
including the aquatic centre and the 
Trail Memorial Centre, home of the 
Smoke Eaters hockey team. He also 
managed the Trail Regional Airport 
for six years. 

“It was a fantastic position,” he 
said. “It was what brought me from the 
Lower Mainland to the Kootenays.”

In the Lower Mainland, Baker 
helped with the opening of the Langley 
Events Centre in 2009, the Vancouver 

Kaslo’s new CAO 
“couldn’t be happier”

Giants’ home arena. 
“As I moved up in my career and 

gained experience and capacity, the 
next logical step was to move into a 
CAO role,” he said.

As CAO, Baker reports directly 
to council and oversees the business 
affairs of Kaslo and its employees. 
He works to ensure that municipal 
services are delivered efficiently and 
effectively. 

“My goals are reflective of 
council’s strategic priorities,” he said. 
“I am getting to know council as people 
and as a group, getting a deeper sense 
for what they would like to do with 
the remaining two-and-a-half years of 
their term.”

Linda Tynan, who served as 
interim CAO from January until 
Baker was hired, continues on as chief 
financial officer (CFO) until May 15, 
giving Baker time to settle in. When 
Tynan leaves, Baker will also take on 
the role of CFO. 

Baker  explored  o ther  job 
opportunities around BC, but just 
couldn’t bear to leave the Kootenays. 

“And now that I’m at the north end 
of Kootenay Lake, it’s paradise,” he 
said. “Instead of driving three hours, 
it will be a nice one-hour drive to get 
to the north end and enjoy what the 
Kootenays really has to offer.” 

Baker is a family man. Hockey 
with his sons, making his daughter 
laugh, camping in the summertime all 
fill his cup when he’s not at work. 

“I couldn’t be happier,” he said. 

Robert Baker, Kaslo CAO 
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by Jan McMurray
The Area H North TV Society 

wants to hear if North Slocan Valley 
residents want to continue paying for 
the basic TV and radio service the 
society has been offering for years.

Residents and property owners 
from north of Red Mountain Road to 
south of Owl Creek in Hills have been 

Vote for future of TV and radio service in North Slocan Valley
contributing tax dollars to the TV and 
radio service, and the society would 
like to know if people want to continue 
doing so.

A ballot was included as an insert 
in the last Valley Voice. Ballots are 
due April 22 and can be submitted 
at the Village offices in New Denver 
or Silverton, New Market Foods or 

Silverton Building Supplies.
The service includes five radio 

stations and seven TV channels. 
The non-profit society maintains the 
broadcast equipment on the tower near 
Centennial Park in New Denver, and 
operates the service. Property owners 
in the service area pay approximately 
$6.20 per $100,000 of assessed value in 

taxes to the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK). The RDCK then 
passes on those funds to the society 
as a grant.

The five radio stations are: CBC2, 
ROCK101 from Vancouver, Kootenay 
Co-op Radio from Nelson, BOUNCE-
FM from Trail, and the C&W station 
from Calgary. The seven TV channels 

are: Knowledge Network, CBC, PBS, 
CTV, Global, NBC, CBS.

The ballot gives three choices: 
continue the service, discontinue the 
service or continue the radio service 
only. If you have misplaced your 
ballot, you can write your preference 
on a sheet of paper and drop it in a 
ballot box.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Jan McMurray
This was the first regular council 

meeting with Tanya Gordon as 
mayor and Don Broughton as 
councillor. Broughton was sworn 
in on March 19 and attended the in 
camera meeting of March 27 as his 
first meeting in his new role. Gordon 
was sworn in on April 5.

Before calling the meeting to 
order, Mayor Gordon welcomed 
everyone attending. “We are a new 
council and everyone here has the 
best of intensions for Silverton,” 
she said. “I do encourage residents 
to engage with council with your 
ideas and concerns. We sit in these 
positions to be your voice. If an item 
comes up and you feel you have 
valuable input or concerns, please let 
us know so we can address concerns 
and use your input to guide our vote 
on the matter. As your new mayor, I 
am going to work to create a space 
where both residents and council 
members are respected, safe, heard, 
valued and seen.”
Slocan Lake Arts 
Council

The Slocan Lake Arts Council 
lease and utility payments were 
worked out at an in camera meeting 
March 27. The minutes of that 
meeting, adopted at this April 10 

Silverton council, April 10: First meeting for Tanya Gordon as mayor 
meeting, note three resolutions 
that were brought forward from in 
camera: that the 12-month interim 
lease payment be $166.67 per month; 
that SLAC pay $430 per month for 
hydro to a maximum of $5,150 for 
the 12 months of the lease, with the 
Village covering any amount over 
$5,150; that SLAC pay $1,333.36 
for back rent and $4,500 for hydro to 
cover all outstanding amounts during 
the period 2018-2023.

Now that the terms of the lease 
have been approved, Councillor 
Leah Main asked that the CAO set 
a date to sign the lease. The CAO 
said she did not have time that week 
– she was very busy with the budget, 
which has a statutory deadline, and 
she had doctor’s appointments and 
other commitments. Councillors 
were visibly incredulous that Thoss 
wouldn’t be able to find 15 minutes 
maximum to sign the lease by the 
end of the week, and passed a motion 
unanimously directing her to do so.

C o u n c i l  a l s o  r e c e i v e d 
correspondence from SLAC, 
announcing they had received a grant 
and wanted to hire Town Architecture 
out of Kaslo to do a building 
assessment and a preliminary design 
for gallery renovations at a cost of 
approximately $27,000. They are 
on a tight timeline, as there is a 
grant opportunity in November for 
renovation funding. They asked the 
Village to send the 2017/18 drawings 
by Cover Architecture to Town by 
April 15, and confirm that Town 
would be allowed access into the 

building before the lease comes into 
effect. Council passed a motion to 
grant their requests, but not before 
the CAO asked if this was a priority 
over the financial plan and tax rate 
bylaws. The mayor told Thoss this 
had the same level of priority as the 
budget bylaws.

“We will discuss this in camera,” 
Gordon said.

An in camera meeting was 
scheduled after the regular meeting 
on the topic of employee relations.
Budget

Council had a second look at the 
2024 draft budget, after seeing it for 
the first time at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting on April 3. 

Revenues are projected to 
be $2,083,605, with expenses of 
$1,550,011, resulting in a surplus of 
$533,938.

Last year’s actual expenses 
were $826,120, and are sitting at 
$1,550,011 in the draft budget for 
this year. The big jump in expenses 
this year over last year can be 
accounted for in staff salaries and 
benefits. CAO Viv Thoss reported 
at the April 3 meeting that the new 
Corporate Officer and Operations 
Manager positions would cost 
$212,000 in total. She also said the 
Administrative Assistant’s salary and 
benefits would increase this year. As 
well, there is a big increase in public 
works staff salaries and benefits, as 
per the draft union contract.

Administrative staff salaries and 
benefits are included in the ‘general 
government expenses,’ which were 
$512,906 last year and budgeted 
at $903,668 this year. Public 
works staff salaries and benefits 
are included in the ‘transportation 
services expenses,’ which were 
$96,406 last year and are budgeted 
at $361,224 this year.

At the April 10 council meeting, 
Mayor Gordon asked the CAO to 
provide council with the Village’s 
contracts with the CAO, CFO, 
Administrative Assistant, Village of 
Nakusp for water services, and any 
other contracts that would be helpful 
for council in the budget process, as 
well as all accounts receivable and 
payable. These documents will be 
provided to council at a future in 
camera meeting.
List of priorities

The list of priorities originally 
created with the assistance of 
Municipal Advisor Alison Habkirk 
was referred to Committee of the 
Whole. “Do we want to keep these?” 
asked Mayor Gordon. “I want this 
information before the next budget 
meeting.”

CAO Thoss said she would try to 
arrange a Committee of the Whole 
meeting ahead of the next budget 
meeting.
Council/staff relations 
webinar

All councillors except Councillor 
Brian Mills were registered for a 
webinar called, ‘Are we Aligned? 
Council and Staff Relations,’ 
facilitated by Gordon McIntosh, 
who has over 40 years of experience 
with local government. The webinar 

took place April 16, when Mills was 
away working.
Campground, policy, 
town hall, fireworks

Campground operation, policy 
review and a town hall meeting 
were all referred to a Committee 
of the Whole meeting. Councillor 
Don Broughton brought these items 
forward. He also wanted to discuss a 
letter from resident Alma Gilbertson, 
who suggests replacing fireworks 
with another form of entertainment 
considering the “substantial fire 
and health hazards” they pose. 
This was referred to a town hall 
meeting. During public time, 
Cheryl Hammond of the Silverton 
Community Club said the club is 
considering moving the fireworks to 
New Year’s Eve.
Dike funding

The CAO has applied for funding 
for dike work under two different 
funding streams of the Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fund. 
One stream is for foundational 
activities such as identifying the 
boundaries of a potential flood event 
and showing the potential impacts of 
floods on health, the economy, the 
environment, and cultural values. 
The other stream is for small-scale 
structural projects to reduce the 
risks of natural hazards and climate-
related disasters. 
ReDi grants

The Village of Silverton’s ReDi 
grant applications were adjudicated 
by council on April 9 after applicants 
were given an opportunity to make 
brief presentations about their 
projects and the public was invited 

to provide their input. The following 
allocations, totalling $34,358, will 
go before the RDCK board at its 
May meeting for final approval. 
The funding for these grants comes 
from the Columbia Basin Trust and 
is administered by the RDCK.

New Denver & Youth Centre 
Society:  $3 ,000;  Si lverton 
Community Club (Canada Day 
Celebrations): $500; Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society (Artifact 
Signage Project): $692; Slocan 
Solutions (Electric Fence/Fruit 
Tree Replacement Cost-Share): 
$1,000; Slocan Lake Golf Club 
(Power Shed): $1,670; Healthy 
Community Society of the North 
Slocan Valley: $3,300; Slocan 
Solutions (New Denver Reading 
Centre): $1,350; PALS: $1,500; 
Slocan Solutions (Valhalla 
Community Choir): $1,100; North 
Slocan Trails Society (Butter Me 
Up): $2,500; Sandon Historical 
Society: $500; Goat Mountain 
Kids Society: $3,500; New Denver 
Hospice Society: $500; Valley 
View Golf Club: $250; Nakusp 
Ski Club (Summit Lake Night 
Skiing): $1,000; Slocan Lake Arts 
Council (Music in Centennial 
Park): $2,000; Silverton Co-work 
Society (Fireweed Hub Outdoor 
Space): $2,460; Diverse Family 
Roots Society: $500; Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital 
& Health Foundation Society 
(Orthopedic Enhancement): $500; 
WE Graham Community Service 
Society (Better at Home): 2,937; 
North Mountain Valley Film 
Festival: $1,500; Harvest Share: 
$2,099.

Don Broughton took his oath of office as Silverton councillor on March 19 at the Service BC 
office in Nakusp. Tanya Gordon took her oath as mayor on April 5, also at the Nakusp Service 

BC office. Unfortunately, there are no photos of Gordon’s swearing-in. Silverton CAO Viv Thoss 
was not available to swear in either new council member at the Silverton Village office.
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by Moe Lyons
How should the forest be 

managed in the future under a 
changing climate?

The West Kootenay Watershed 
Collaborative hopes this question 
will be answered in a three-year 
research project it has just begun in 
partnership with Dr. Younes Alila 
at UBC.

“Forestry and logging practices 
for decades have been conducted 
without consideration that the 
climate is intensifying through 
global warming, as we all have 
been experiencing,” said Alila in an 
interview. “Drought, wildfires, and 
floods are increasing in magnitude 
and severity and frequency as a result 
of global warming. Now that we’re 
facing such intensified, horrifying 
climate through global warming, 
should we continue to manage the 
trees in the same way?”

Ali la  is  a  civi l  engineer 
with a strong background in 
hydrology and modelling. He has 
been working at UBC’s Forest 
Resource Management’s Hydrology 
Department for 28 years, where 
has been developing a  new 
framework for forest hydrology. 
Key to Alila’s work, and what 
makes it so groundbreaking, is that 
he is fundamentally challenging the 

West Kootenay Watershed Collaborative launches research project
current approach to forestry. What is 
used in the science and on the ground 
at this time is a ‘deterministic’ 
approach, which proceeds as if all 
variables are controllable and can be 
measured. What Alila proposes, and 
uses, is a ‘probabilistic’ approach, 
already widely used in other areas 
of science, such as climatology. This 
addresses the fact that randomness 
of events must be taken into 
consideration, and that ‘chance’ is 
a huge factor, particularly when 
it comes to flooding, and most 
particularly considering climate 
change and its effects.

Local forest ecologist Herb 
Hammond says, “Younes’s research 
has literally turned forest hydrology 
on its head, and confirmed a lot of 
observations and assertions that 
many of us have made through the 
years.”

Hammond was involved in 
the West Kootenay Watershed 
Collaborative’s first project, which 
included the development of ‘nature-
directed stewardship plans’ for the 
Laird and Glade Creek watersheds. 
“These plans see nature as something 
to be respected, not dominated,” 
said Hammond in a July 2022 
webinar about the plans. “They 
are nature-directed, not directed 
by human wants, such as timber. 

They are directed by maintaining 
intact ecosystems, with the suite of 
biological functions that we all need. 
They focus on what to protect first, 
then on what to use.”

Alila says he will be building on 
the work done in that first project. 
“That report came up with some 
recommendations and we’re now 
acting on those recommendations,” 
he said. “They weren’t able to do any 
modelling, and they didn’t account 
for the effect of a changing climate, 
so this is where we come in.”

The  loca l  p ro fe s s iona l s 
involved in the first project, called 
‘Community in Nature,’ were Herb 
Hammond, Martin Carver, Greg 
Utzig, Evan MacKenzie and Ryan 
Durand. Mapping, field work, public 
outreach and research were supported 
by students and new professionals. 
The work involved considerable 
community outreach, and the 
Autonomous Sinixt provided an 
Indigenous plant study. The Ktunaxa 
also provided a statement of interest. 
As the collaborative was not yet 
incorporated as a non-profit society 
at the time, the $450,000 project was 
completed under the auspices of the 
West Kootenay EcoSociety (now 
Neighbours United) and hosted on 
its website. All project reports can be 
found here: https://neighboursunited.

org/community-in-nature/
The West Kootenay Watershed 

Collaborative is also planning some 
community outreach events. The first 
will be in the third week of June, 
focusing on wildfire and watersheds. 
Watch for details.

The collaborative was officially 
launched on December 9, 2023. 
Procter resident Ramona Faust 

engendered the idea of forming the 
watershed group while she was the 
RDCK Area E director for 14 years, 
hearing constant concerns from 
community water users. The WKWC 
is a collaborative of seven watershed 
groups in Area E, but the group’s 
aim is to fund science to protect 
consumptive watersheds in the West 
Kootenays and beyond.

submitted
In a more average winter, Valhalla 

Hills Nordic Ski Club would have been 
grooming its last ski tracks last week, 
but this is no ordinary year. The snow 
melted early on the Valhalla Hills 
Nordic trails and on the rail trail section 
the club grooms. The return of El Nino 
and three years of warming oceans has 
impacted our low-elevation snow.

Despite the lack of snow depth, 
the club was able to keep skiing from 
December 12 to March 16, and longer 
on the rail trail. The rail trail had a 
steady flow of skiers while the Valhalla 
Hills trails saw busy weekends. The 
Jack Rabbits program was full with 
33 children, and some older kids 
also came to out Tuesday afternoon 
sessions.

When Nelson Nordic had to cancel 
their regional race due to a shortage 
of snow cover in February, Valhalla 
Hills hosted a race that weekend as 
an alternative. Several of the club’s 

Good season for Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club despite low snowfall
Jack Rabbits – Jadon and Levi Weibe 
and Bohdi Butler – and several adult 
members showed up for a timed event 
and had a good time. The end-of-
season ski carnival March 4 was very 
successful with adequate snow, and 
most of the children and their families 
showed up.

Farther afield, Valhalla Hills Nordic 
skier Kolibri Drobish continued her 
career as a NCAA (National Collegiate 
Athletic Association) ski racer 
while attending Northern Michigan 
University on Lake Superior’s south 
shore. She took the opportunity to get 
to Canadian Ski Nationals in Gatineau, 
Quebec March 10-15. The warm 
climate there was also rough on skiers 
and snow. The races were shortened 
and limited to a ribbon of manmade 
snow that was rapidly melting, but 
she managed some good results, with 
a fourth place in the 15-kilometre skate 
race (Senior Women), and a tenth in 
the sprint individual qualification. The 

next week, Drobish finished her racing 
season at the US Super Tour Finals 
and Distance US Nationals in Duluth, 
Minnesota. The 40-kilometre race 
occurred during the winter’s biggest 
windy blizzard. Drobish finished 
17th out of 34 racers with a time of 
2:13:02. Drobish has one more year 
in university skiing.

Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club is 
making plans to construct a skier and 
dog loop on the south side of Highway 
6 across from the current car park and 
trailhead. Anyone wishing to be a part 
of that planning and fundraising, please 
contact us.

“Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club 
would like to thank our communities 
for their support and we are hoping 
to continue to provide you with 
consistently prepared trails and for 
you to find outdoor activity during the 
winters as long as we can find snow. 
Protect our winters!” says Kip Drobish, 
club president.

Valhalla Hills Nordic skier Kolibri Drobish
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-8 Thursday- Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the summer-
Take out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
The best in Spring / Summer ‘24 eco fashion is here from Victoria’s Leka Design – a wom-
en-led small business that turns sustainable linen & hemp fabrics into gorgeous creations, 

and from the Valley’s own Nomads – it’s hard to beat cool, locally-designed bamboo 
and hemp clothing! • Gracing our shelves and racks at present is the finest selection of 
journals and greeting cards we’ve seen in a while, and our book collection is not bad 
either. One interesting new addition is Douglas Lake Ranch: Empire of Grass exploring 
Canada’s largest ranch, located between Kelowna and Merritt. Japanese-Canadian 
author Donna Yoshitake Wuest, who grew up on Vernon’s Coldstream Ranch, details the 
fascinating history of this unique ranch founded in the mid-1880s • Thanks for shopping 
locally – we hope to see you soon! • Hours: Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 
pm • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com • 
Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Art Joyce
El len  Bur t  launched her 

second memoir, and third book, An 
Impossible Fidelity: My Quaker 
Childhood, at the Kaslo Library the 
evening of April 12, with a small 
but enthusiastic audience. Burt was 
a long-time resident of Johnsons 
Landing until moving to Nelson in 
2019.

Fellow writing group member 
Radha Paula Neilson introduced Burt 
by reading poems from her chapbook, 
A Heart Given Wings. 

Burt’s previous memoir, What 
Forever Feels Like, explored her 
journey as a young woman just 
beginning her adult life in Johnsons 
Landing. She fled the militarism of 
her own country during the Vietnam 
War as an expression of her fidelity to 
the pacifist roots of Quaker tradition. 
Her first book, When the Path is Not a 
Straight Line, was also an exploration 
of memories in the form of short 
stories. An Impossible Fidelity digs 
deeper into her childhood growing up 
in a Quaker family in Eugene, Oregon 
prior to emigrating to Canada. 

Burt read excerpts from the 
book and afterwards spoke about 
the theme of the book as relating to 
the contradictions we often find in 
our beliefs. There were variations of 
belief or doctrine among American 
Quakers that Burt found confusing Author Ellen Burt, former resident of Johnson’s Landing, read from her latest book, An Impossible Fidelity, at the Kaslo Library on April 12.

Ellen Burt launches memoir at Kaslo Library 
as a young girl. While some were 
pacifists opposed to all war, others 
– including some in Burt’s family – 
weren’t. “My grandparents were not 
pacifists and to me that was the core 
of what west coast Quakers were all 
about.” 

She was not allowed to call her 
parents ‘Mom’ and ‘Dad’ but was 
told to call them by their first names, 
since Quaker philosophy disdains the 
use of titles such as ‘Mr.’ or ‘Mrs.’ “I 
thought it was highly unfair because 
other kids at Quaker meetings got to 
call their parents Mom and Dad but 
I didn’t.” 

There were about a half dozen 
others in the audience who said they 
also came from Quaker families 
in the United States. One man 
originally from the Philadelphia 
area explained that Quakerism is 
not a monolithic belief system but 
a flexible faith that puts the onus on 
the individual to explore and develop 
their own spirituality. In that respect, 
it resembles the Christian church in 
the first and second centuries AD, 
which had more in common with 
Gnosticism than later doctrinaire 
Christianity. In the American Quaker 
tradition, this led to differences in 
philosophy between Quakers living 
in eastern or western states. That, 
added to family tensions between 
her parents, led to an “impossible 

fidelity” for Burt. 
The family had two sons and two 

daughters; Ellen’s younger sister Osa 
was present for the reading and the 
book is dedicated to her. 

Burt kept journals during her teen 
years and used these extensively to 
write the book, while admitting in 
the acknowledgements that “where 
my journals differ from my memory, 
I chose memory, thinking it reflects a 
deeper truth.” It’s this dance between 
fact and recollection that prompts 

some writers to believe that memoirs 
aren’t really nonfiction so much as a 
kind of “invented truth,” as one book 
calls the process of writing memoirs. 

Burt was fortunate to inherit 
many journals from her mother and 
grandparents. “That was one of the 
reasons I wanted to write this book,” 
she said. 

Adding to the wealth of material 
were letters she’d written to a 
boyfriend who was serving in the 
US Air Force during the Vietnam 

War. She recalls feeling another kind 
of “impossible fidelity,” torn between 
compassion for his anguished state 
as a drafted soldier and a fear of 
commitment to the relationship. 

One man in the audience 
recalled his constant state of anxiety, 
wondering when his draft number 
would be picked, sending him off to 
Vietnam. 

An Impossible Fidelity can be 
found in local bookstores in the West 
Kootenay. 
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We’re hiring a Project 
Coordinator based in the 

North Slocan!

For job posting email:

ndharvestshare@gmail.com

submitted
The Friends of the Orchard 

Society is holding its AGM on April 
28 at 1 pm at the Centennial Hall 
at the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre, followed by a screening of 
The War Between Us. 

The plan is to get the business 
done by 2 pm, including a discussion 
of current projects and what the 
Friends and others want to see 
moving forward. Afterwards, there 
will be a silent auction and everyone 
will settle down with popcorn and 
enjoy the movie, filmed in New 
Denver and Sandon in 1995. The 
film focuses on two families during 
the interment period and features 
several well-known locals. Our 
own Ruby Truly from Rosebery has 
a starring role and several locals 
received speaking roles including 
the beloved Andy Rhodes. Many 
residents played extras in the movie 
and helped with set design and other 
aspects of production.

Almost exactly three years ago, 
a small group of Orchard residents 
met at the gazebo in Centennial 
Park in New Denver to discuss 
how to save the old Japanese 
internment camp United Church’s 
‘House of Joyful Tidings.’ It had 
been a community centre since the 

The House of Joyful Tidings in 1952.

The Friends of the Orchard Society to screen The War Between Us movie
1940s but was slated for imminent 
demolition due to a recent property 
sale. With a lot of sweat, some tears, 
community support and private/
public fundraising, the ‘House’ was 
moved to safe storage on the marina 
site until a permanent home can be 
found for her. The society is working 
hard to find funding to restore the 
House of Joyful Tidings back to its 
original 1950s glory as a place of 
community again. There are a few 
options on the table, but all ideas 
are welcome.

The society has grown over 
the years into a larger organization 
dedicated to preserving the heritage, 
character and natural beauty of New 
Denver’s Orchard neighbourhood. 
Ongoing projects include updating 
an Orchard Walking Tour brochure, 
which contains a map identifying the 
many internment-era architectural 
features still visible on over half of 
Orchard properties. These brochures 
are available at the Nikkei Centre, 
Silvery Slocan Museum and New 
Denver campground, and through 
QR codes on posters at various 
locations. This year’s version will 
incorporate new information from 
two maps recently brought to light 
by the Matsushita family, showing 
which specific huts and families 

were shifted onto the new Orchard 
subdivision lots when the internment 
camp was finally dissolved in the 
mid-1950s.

The society is also working 
with the Matsushita family and 
the Village FireSmart program to 
help ensure preservation of the 
original internment camp water 
tower on the Matshushita property. 
Friends of the Orchard have assisted 

with the annual Obon Ceremony 
and will volunteer with the NIMC 
30th anniversary this summer. All 
Orchard residents and their friends 
are welcome at the second annual 
Orchard potluck to be held at the end 
of this summer.

During the 1940s, the Orchard 
was a vegetable garden and fruit 
orchard. It was converted to an 
internment camp for Japanese 

Canadians during the Second 
World War. In 1957, internees who 
continued to live in the area were 
deeded their property and huts. 
In the ’60s, the shorefront area 
eventually became Centennial Park. 
In 1994, as an initiative of the New 
Denver Kyowakai Society, the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
opened its doors in the Orchard. The 
Orchard is a distinct neighbourhood 
of about 80 properties with many 
hidden gems.

submitted
Don’t miss Dr. Fun and the 

Nightcrawlers’ ‘Farewell to Nelson’ 
show – the last show for the popular 
band before the good Doctor heads 
to sunnier climes. For one night only, 
Saturday, April 20, the Kootenay’s 
favourite party band will be at 
Finley’s in Nelson! The 11-piece 

Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers 
band, featuring the ‘Hounds of 
Sound’ horn section, has been 
together for over 30 years. Tickets 
are $30. Buy yours soon – the band’s 
last performance in Nelson was a 
sell-out! Show is on Saturday, April 
20 @ 7:30 pm. Tickets are available 
in advance at Finley’s and online at 
www.kootenaybluessociety.com
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David Charles 
Alexander 

July 10,1932 - 
December 18,2023

Our Dad was born in Ontario, 
the middle child between his much-
loved siblings: older sister Jean and 
younger brother Jim. His father 
abandoned the family while his 
mother was in hospital giving birth 
to Jim. It was 1934. For years she 
explained her husband’s absence 
with “Charlie’s looking for work.” 

Dad described his childhood as chaos. He loved and admired his 
mother and always spoke of her fondly and with much respect for how 
hard she worked. She tried to keep her family together but there were 
often times that they would be split up, sent to live with another family 
member or for our Dad and his brother, to an orphanage for a year or so.

Our Dad remembered the two years he spent living with his Uncle 
John and Aunt Helen in New York as the happiest time of his childhood. 
They wanted to adopt him, but the thought was unbearable to his mother 
and she brought him back to Ontario. He said that he often wondered what 
his life would have been like had she allowed it. As a teenager, he lived 
for a short time with his father, stepmother, and half sister Michelle. He 
described his father as a charismatic man’s man who loved to fish and hunt. 

Our Dad had a lifelong mischievous streak and plenty of stories that 
came with it. His family lived in Kitchener Ontario in an apartment over a 
restaurant. He and his brother launched a rocket from the flagpole bracket 
outside their window and sent it sailing clear down the main street. They 
also found a grate in the floor of their apartment that was directly above 
the stove of the restaurant below and they would get immense pleasure 
from squirting glue into the soup pot. 

Our Dad was a voracious reader from a young age and would check 
out and read, his weekly limit. As a young boy he spent a year “taking 
himself to church.” He tried every denomination and enjoyed the Baptists 
the most, saying that they were friendly, happy and had the best music. 
Our Dad loved to sing, often making up his own lyrics and by osmosis 
we learned the first two lines of many of their favourite songs. 

His mother remarried when Dad was around 16 and when he graduated 
from high school they were living in Kamloops.

He joined the Air Force because he saw a poster advertising it, thought 
it looked like fun and didn’t have any other plans.

At 19, he was flying an F86 Sabre jet. He spent time in French 
Morocco and Germany. He has a certificate for breaking the sound 
barrier and said he and his Air Force buddies were doing it long before 
the Americans took credit, claiming to be the first.

Naturally, he managed to carry his mischievous streak into the Air 
Force. As punishment for flying to low to the ground, he had to tow the 
target in Africa for a whole year while his comrades practiced shooting 
at it. He said flying low was super exciting because you could really tell 
how fast you were going. 

Dad left the Air Force at 24 years old and returned to Kamloops where 
he worked for PWA at their river base. Fate would have it that our mother 
was working there too. 

They married 6 weeks after meeting. Yes, 6 weeks.  Our Dad continued 
to fly: firebombing, crop dusting, flying fishermen into remote lakes and 
workers into a mine in Alaska, north of Stewart BC. He landed with 
wheels, floats and skis. He and our Mom landed at Lake Louise, against 
all the rules. His flying days were clearly his glory days, and his face 
would light up when he told stories of those years. 

Our Dad gave up flying after their second child was born so that he 
would be home more. He and Mom moved many times in their 64 years 
of marriage and worked at many different things. They laughed a lot, held 
hands when they walked and always kissed good night. He has missed 
her every day since her death in 2021. They are reunited and leave behind 
their kids Kevin (Brenda), Rex (Kendall), Lisa(Darcy), David (Jackie), 
six grandchildren and six great grandchildren, half sister Michelle, sister 
in law Caroline and many nieces and nephews. 

We did a lot of singing with Dad in his last few weeks and we will 
remember this along with his great sense of humour and disposition of 
never complaining. 

Off he’s gone, into the wild blue yonder. 
To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson 

Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

Coriene Frances 
Greenlaw
April 3, 1938 - 

February 21, 2024
It is with sadness that we 

announce the passing of Coriene 
Frances Greenlaw on February 
21st, 2024, at the Victorian Hospital 
of Kaslo.

Coriene was born to Frances 
and Roy Collier in Flatbush, 
Alberta, on April 3rd, 1938. The 
family re-located to the Lardeau 
Valley when Coriene and her 
sister Carole were young children, 
coming in by sternwheeler before 
the road was built, and settling in 

Howser. The family lived and worked in several logging camps in the 
area before opening a coffee shop and general store in Lardeau. Coriene 
and Carole had to walk several miles to school in Howser and finished 
their elementary school years in Meadow Creek. As Coriene was finishing 
high school in Kaslo, her sister Merle was born and Coriene went off to 
business college in Trail, BC.  In 1957, she married Lawrence Greenlaw 
and moved to the banks of Duncan Lake at Howser where they opened 
their first store out of a room in their house. Their children, Ron and 
Dolores, were born shortly after. When the Duncan Dam was built, they 
were forced to move, and settled in Meadow Creek, where they built a 
store with a house in the back. They operated Cory Service for many years.  
Upon retirement, they moved up to their new home where they enjoyed 
the view of the mountains and valley with visiting family and friends. 

Coriene was a great mother, managing her family and their business 
together with Larry. Her children knew they could always count on her, 
and she encouraged them to be whatever they wanted to be. Friends and 
neighbors were always welcome in their home, with tea and goodies at 
the ready. Coriene was very alert and loved a good joke or prank; her 
one-liners are legendary in the family, and we will always remember 
the twinkle in her bright blue eyes. She and Larry had many friends and 
adventures, enjoying both the Lardeau Valley and travelling. Coriene also 
loved the outdoors. During the summers she could often be found in the 
water at Glacier Creek clearing driftwood, wind surfing in her earlier days, 
or out on the lake fishing and water skiing. She also loved working in her 
yard, preferably with a fire on the go. Winters were a time for fun too, 
and the kids all knew that they could get her on-side for their adventures, 
like chasing down a bush trail on the ski hill. 

We were so blessed that Coriene’s last days were spent in the Victorian 
Hospital of Kaslo, where she received the ultimate in care. Our thanks go 
out to the staff and doctors.

Coriene was predeceased by her husband Larry and survived by her 
sisters Carole Eftoda (husband Don, deceased) and Merle Dyck(Darrell); 
her children, Ron Greenlaw(Marlene), Dolores Greenlaw(Rhoalle and his 
son Rholrie), her grandson Colin Greenlaw, and many nieces, nephews 
and great nieces and nephews. She will be missed by all her family and 
many friends. 

Please join us in a celebration of Coriene’s life to be held at the Lardeau 
Valley Hall at 1:00 pm, June 8th, 2024.   

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative

A Vallican-based not-for-profit farm 
society hopes to connect pollinators 
in the Slocan Valley via a pollinator 
highway. 

The pollinator garden at Elk Root Conservation Farm in Vallican. The farm is hosting an open 
house on May 11 and 12 from 10 am to 3 pm.

Farm seeks to connect the Slocan Valley through pollinators
Elk Root Conservation Farm 

Society (ERC) has received $18,000 
from the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay’s Local Conservation Fund 
for phase one of its pollinator highway. 
The project will support pollinator 

habitat connectivity, which is integral 
to conservation and agricultural 
production.

“We have this mass of pollinators 
now that are living and breathing in this 

garden, and we’re creating connectivity,” 
said Kate Mizenka, founder of ERC, and 
Director of Farm, Orchard, and Apiary. 

ERC has spent almost eight years 
stewarding the 15.3-acre property 

nestled next to the Little Slocan and 
Slocan Rivers, on traditional unceded 
Sinixt territory.

“We spent a year on the property 
before doing anything,” Mizenka said. 
“Where the demonstration gardens are 
was all invasive thistles when we got 
here.”

ERC then spent two years restoring 
the 1.5 acres of land that became 
the demonstration pollinator garden, 
orchard, and apiary. The result is a 
garden teeming with life, with a whole 
ecosystem of native bees, plants, and 
other critters. 

Though Mizenka is an apiarist, ERC 
focused first on protecting native and 
wild pollinators before bringing in honey 
bees. By planting a smorgasbord of over 
200 pollinator favourites, the garden 
now has more than enough to support 
both wild and ‘livestock’ pollinators. 

ERC hopes to continue enhancing 
bee habitat in this way through the 
pollinator highway, especially since 
native pollinators play a big role in 
agricultural production. 

In one area of the gardens, Mizenka 
has planted local ecotype native plants 
that like hot sun and dry conditions. 
Planted within are also eight varieties 
of red-fleshed apples.

“We want to show people that you 
can have an orchard, but use native 
plants for your pollination attractants,” 
she said.  

Doing so promotes pollinators to 
not just pass through an orchard, but 
choose to stay and live there. ERC will 
be testing the concept in the next year 
on a blueberry farm. 
Open house

The farm was still pretty sleepy at 
the beginning of April, but an exciting 
Mother’s Day weekend open house is 
planned for May 11 and 12, from 10 
am to 3 pm.

Mizenka and her team will offer 
guided tours by donation. Visitors can 
explore the educational gardens and 
see what’s buzzing in the Bee Barn, 
an innovative bee hive design and 
apiary model created by Mizenka. 
Candles, honey, plants, and seeds will 
be available, along with a sneak peek at 
ERC’s brand-new field guide.

“The Elk Root Conservation 
Native Plant Educational Field Guide 
is launching this month,” she said. “It’s 
gorgeous and huge.”

The guide is full of colour photos, 
and general and scientific information 
about the local ecotype plants that ERC 
grows. The binder format allows for easy 
referencing while in the garden.

The new Regenerative Educational 
Community Food Gardens will also be 
on display. These gardens are designed 
to nourish vulnerable community 
members with organic food, and provide 
an inclusive educational space. Through 
the regenerative garden, ERC will work 
with Circle of Indigenous Nations 
(COINS) to provide nutritious food 
and educational garden plots for local 
Indigenous community, as well as 
community groups that provide social 
services to vulnerable people.

Hummingbird Farm just down the 
road will have its third annual Tulip 
Festival that weekend too. Stop by 
before or after visiting ERC for some 
flowers and tasty food truck treats.
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• Music Production
• Recording

• Mixing
• Mastering

• Audio Editing
• Ableton Live / Music Production 

Lessons
Visit clearconceptaudio.com or 

email Avery at clearconceptaudio@
gmail.com

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp has a new music 

studio, owned and operated 
by the very talented Avery 
Bremner.

Avery offers recording, 
mixing and mastering, and 
music production out of Clear 
Concept Audio, located in her 
private residence.

“I first got the idea for the 
business in 2016 when I was 
living in Calgary. But at that 
point I was mostly focused 
on producing my own music 
as an electronic artist. Over 
the years, I slowly started 
doing more and more mixing, 
mastering, and production 
f o r  o t h e r  p r o d u c e r s 
and musicians, on top of 
producing my own music. A 
couple years ago, I purchased 
the gear to do small recording 
projects and started offering 

New music studio in Nakusp
that along with producing 
beats for others. Now in 2024, 
I can do recording, mixing 
and mastering, and music 
production and want to work 
towards doing music full-
time,” she said.

The beginnings of Avery’s 
music career go back to when 
she was a teenager. She learned 
to play several instruments – 
fiddle, saxophone, guitar, 
mandolin and banjo – and 
she studied classical music 
theory. She bought her first 
music production gear as a 
teen, and started producing 
her own electronic tracks at 
age 16.

S h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
C o n t e m p o r a r y  M u s i c 
program at Selkirk College 
in Nelson, and then went on to 
take the Music Production and 
Audio Engineering program 

at Harbourside Institute of 
Technology in Vancouver. 
While in Vancouver, she 
got her first EP signed with 
MalLabel Music out of San 
Francisco, and went on to 
produce multiple releases for 
several other labels. She has 
released 80 original tracks 
of various electronic genres, 
which can be heard on her 
Spotify page under her artist 
name, Aversive.

Avery is also a DJ. She 
started out in 2010, while 
attending Selkirk College in 
Nelson. She played her first 
big shows when she lived in 
Vancouver. After graduating 
from audio engineering 
school in Vancouver, she 
moved to Calgary and played 
shows at various venues. 
She has also played summer 
festival circuits around BC 

and Alberta, including at 
Shambhala and the Wicked 
Woods Music Festival in 
Fairmont.

Now, in Nakusp, she hosts 
a monthly DJ night at Three 
Lions Pub, and brings DJs in 
from around western Canada. 
“Rinse & Roar has been a cool 
experience!” she says. “It’s 
been cool to start a new music 
scene from the ground up and 
introduce the community 
more to DJ culture and 
music. The response has been 
amazing!”

Avery decided to move 
back to Nakusp because she 
loves the scenery and living 
in nature. “I can appreciate 
what the city has to offer for 
sure, and know I’d probably 
have more business if I lived 
in a bigger centre, but in the 
end, I’m happier surrounded 
by the forest and not having 
all the hustle bustle of the city 
around me.”

Ave ry  i s  cu r r en t l y 
working with Nakusp singer/
songwriter Christa Rae, 
recording and producing her 
first EP. It will be released 
on all streaming platforms 
in May. 

“It’s one of the most 
exciting projects I’ve ever 
worked on with anyone,” 
Avery says. “Her songs are 
amazing and I’ve gotten to add 
in a creative touch to the EP as 
well by producing beats for 

the songs and adding in some 
different backup instruments, 
like banjo, bass and even 
nature field recordings.”

Next up, Avery plans to 

produce a new EP of her own 
original electronic music, and 
will be contributing original 
music to a compilation album 
being released later this year.

submitted
A beautiful weaving 

by renowned local weaver 
Katharine Dickerson now 
hangs at Knox Hall in New 
Denver.

From 2018 to 2021, major 
conservation and restoration 
work occurred to preserve this 
valued municipal heritage site. 
Knox Hall has served the New 
Denver community for over 
125 years.

Part of the restoration 
work involved removing 
the false  cei l ing.  This 
visually expanded the space, 
showcasing a beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and a 
blank canvas on the newly 
peaked sidewalls. The bare 
space called for the right 
installation… something 
meaningful. 

Along came the talented 
Katharine Dickerson. A highly 

‘Slocan in Autumn’ by Katharine Dickerson now hangs in New Denver’s Knox Hall.

New Denver’s Knox Hall 
welcomes art donation

respected local textile artist, 
her collective work spans 
over four decades. Feeling 
she had the perfect piece 
for the space, Katharine 
made a generous offer. She 
would gift her woven art 
piece, ‘Slocan in Autumn,’ to 
the Village of New Denver 
for display in Knox Hall. 
Members of council were 
more than receptive to the idea 
of ‘Slocan in Autumn’ being 
installed. 

Katharine’s technical skills 
and her creative vision have 
been masterfully executed in 
her work. The inspiration for 
‘Slocan in Autumn’ were the 
colours of autumn in the valley. 
Katharine used a traditional 
format of twill woven bands, 
alternating with bands of lay-
in symbols. The recurring 
symbols represent the sun, 
Slocan Lake, New Denver 

foliage, the evergreens and 
larches, Rosebery Bay beach 
and shoreline. In her letter 
to council, Katharine said. 
“As a result of these various 
reflections of the Slocan, I feel 
this piece should remain here 
in the valley.”

‘Slocan in Autumn’ is the 
second woven art piece that 
Dickerson has gifted to the 
Village. The first, ‘Healing for 
the Slocan Watershed,’ hangs 
in the Village office.

The Village of New Denver 
proudly supports the arts and 
culture community in the area 
and is very grateful to the 
talented Katharine Dickerson 
for her contributions and 
generosity to the Village. Art 
can enhance public spaces, 
spark engagement and create 
meaningful conversations. 
Without a doubt, ‘Slocan in 
Autumn’ will do just that. 
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by Jan McMurray
A group of Indigenous people 

working on the Gerrard Reduction 
Program are camping on the beach 
at Argenta, and welcome people to 
stop by.

“We do welcome people to come 
by and check it out, so we get quite 
a crowd,” said Robin Louie, Lower 
Kootenay Band councillor and active 
member of the non-profit Flatbow 
Culture Society. “This year, we’re 
teaching people how to weave tipis 
and traps, make fish harpoons, and 
how to play a traditional game for 
kids during the spawn.”

The Gerrard Reduction Program 
is part of kokanee recovery efforts 
in Kootenay Lake. For the last 
three years, the Flatbow Culture 
Society has held a contract with 
the Province to assist with Gerrard 
reduction, helping to restore the 
predator-prey balance in the lake. 
Society members set up nets at the 
confluence of the Duncan River and 
Kootenay Lake during the Gerrard 
spawn from mid-March to the end of 
April. The Gerrards they catch go to 

Checking for Gerrards in the net at the confluence of Duncan River as part of kokanee recovery 
efforts in Kootenay Lake.

Gerrard Reduction Program underway at North Kootenay Lake
Lower Kootenay, Ktunaxa and Syilx 
communities, as well as to people 
living in North Kootenay Lake and 
Lardeau Valley communities.

“We have developed a great 
relationship with the people of 
Argenta, North Kootenay Lake, and 
the Lardeau Valley,” Louie says. 
“My great grandpa Frank Joseph 
lived and fished up there – Frank’s 
Island is named after him – and he 
used to trade fish for potatoes and 
eggs. Today, we give the fish away 
to the locals, and they still bring us 
potatoes and eggs!”

Louie says the Gerrard Reduction 
Program is working – they are seeing 
both the Gerrard and the kokanee 
getting bigger year over year. The 
first year, he says the Gerrard they 
caught were about 500 millimetres 
long and weighed roughly one to 
one-and-a-half kilos. Last year, they 
were slightly bigger, at close to 600 
millimetres long and weighing about 
two kilos. This year, Louie says they 
are substantially bigger. “There 
are a lot over two feet with males 
weighing up to six kilos and females 

three-and-a-half,” he said.
Also, Louie says they caught 

no kokanee in their nets the first 
year, two last year, and nine so far 
this year. “And the biggest one was 
1.9 kilos, so they’ve gotten bigger,” 
he said. Kokanee numbers last 
year were the highest since their 
population crashed in 2013.

Louie explains that the Gerrard 
Reduction Program was developed by 
the Province’s Fisheries Department. 
He says the Flatbow Cultural Society 
has been proud to do the work, as the 
society’s mission is to practice and 
teach the “culture of the land,” and 
many of the members regularly fish 
in the North Kootenay Lake region.

“Kokanee restoration has been 
a major part of our community and 
society,” said Louie. “We’re also 
currently supporting a legal effort 
to hold BC Hydro accountable for 
the shoal spawners in the west arm, 
and we’re working with the Creston 
Valley Rod & Gun Club on their 
Kokanee Salmon Restoration Project 
in the south arm. So, we’re doing 
work on all of Kootenay Lake: north, 

south, and west.”
Louie says this project is a great 

example of “how working together 
is the solution.”

He says a full-length documentary 
about the Flatbow Culture is expected 
to be released in fall 2025, and a 
website is coming soon.

submitted
Studio Connexion Art Gallery, a 

must-see in Nakusp, launches its 2024 
Summer Exhibition Series on the 
Friday of the Mother’s Day weekend. 
The summer shows will feature great 
landscape artists as in past years, and 
some abstract artists, as well.

Gallerist Anne Beliveau has been 
working with artist Dale Byhre this 
winter, who will start the summer series 
on Friday, May 10. From the West 
Coast, Dale is known for his beautiful 
skies, which bring great light to his 
paintings. Truly an impressionist, he 
paints both seascapes and landscapes.

The second solo show features 
Karen Millard from Grand Forks, 
running from May 28 to June 15. She 
is a multimedia artist, and she will be 
showing her most recent watercolours 
with various themes, from florals to 
animals to landscapes. Karen lives on 
a ranch and breeds Warlanders, a mix 
of Friesian and Andalusian horses. Her 
love of nature inspires her every day. 

From June 18 to July 6, Studio 
Connexion hosts an artist from Québec 
– Linda Cyrenne, who paints on silk. 
She has exhibited previously in Western 
Canada in Edmonton and Kelowna. 
This year, the gallery is showing her 
new artwork inspired by the tide, the 
wind, the sun and migratory movement. 

2024 Summer Exhibitions Series 
at Studio Connexion Art Gallery 

She will also show mixed media pieces, 
incorporating acrylics and collage on 
canvas.

From July 9 to 27, Charlene 
Duncan will be back for a fourth time, 
for her third solo show. Her second 
show at Studio Connexion was with 
her father, the late Michael Duncan. 
She is constantly perfecting her skills. 
Last year, she took the David Langevin 
workshop and many online ones. The 
former professional framer is growing 
into a talented artist.

Stéphanie Gauvin, a resident of 
Rossland, will be the featured artist 
during the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour on August 10 and 11. She just 
came back from an art residency in 
Lake Louise. She says that it was a 
magical experience, with the weather 
allowing for painting ‘en plein air.’ 
Her new exhibit runs from July 31 to 
August 17.

Maureen Howard is an artist from 
Salmon Arm who will be back for a 
fourth art show at Studio Connexion. 
Maureen likes to work with oil and 
cold wax, which gives each piece a 
soft look. She also uses acrylics to 
create landscapes and abstracts. You 
can view her paintings from August 20 
to September 7.

Finishing the summer series is 
artist Grant Waddell, who attended 
the last Marc Grandbois workshop. 
Represented at the gallery since then, 
Waddell’s new landscapes are looser, 
and incorporate elements which bring 
an abstract feeling to his work. His 
show runs from September 11 to 28.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is 
located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in the 
heart of Nakusp. Walk-in hours are 11 
am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Other 
times can be arranged by contacting 
the gallerist by text or calling 250-
265-8888. There are daily postings 
on the gallery Facebook page. You 
can also view the website: www.
studioconnexiongallery.com
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It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

THE ARROW LAKES

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET TORTELLINI!
This is a cat with personality!  Tortellini is 
a beautiful, short-hair, tortoiseshell, adult 
female.   She is an indoor-outdoor kitty 
and would do best as the only pet in your 
home.  Who can resist those green eyes?!  
To arrange a time to meet our Tortellini, 
phone PALS today at 250-265-3792.

The Village of Nakusp is looking for people to serve on the 
Nakusp & District Sports Complex Usage Committee.   The 
purpose of this committee is to explore ways to increase the 
use of the Sports Complex.  People interested in serving on this 
Committee are asked to submit an application. Please include 
the following information: name, address, contact information, 
what type of recreation you can represent, and why you want 
to be a part of the committee.

Applications can be emailed to rec_program@nakusp.com or 
dropped off in the Village Office located at 91 1st  Street 
NW, addressed “Nakusp & District Sports Complex Usage 
Committee,” and will be forwarded to Council for Committee 
Selection at the Regular meeting held on May 27, 2024. 

by  Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative

Council, staff, and the public were 
all stirred by the topic of short-term 
rentals (STR) in the commercial (C1) 
and lakeshore (LD-1) zones of the 
Village.

“It’s no secret that I’m done 
with this topic,” said CAO Wayne 
Robinson. 

In most areas of Nakusp, STRs 
are allowed as long as the owner or 
tenant resides on the property long-
term. For C1 and LD-1 however, 
a special provision was created to 
allow a property without a long-
term resident to operate as an STR 
for 90 days. Property owners must 
indicate which 90 days the unit will 
be available when they apply for a 
business license. Other than the 90 
days, the unit should be occupied 
long-term. 

Staff has received four complaints 
from property owners, expressing 
concern with the application process. 
Having to specify which 90 days the 
STR will operate is ‘impossible’ or 
‘unfair.’ 

“I think we did a pretty good 
job to engage with the public [when 
developing the bylaw],” said CAO 
Robinson. “That’s one thing that’s so 
defeating from a staff perspective, is 
that we did a lot of public engagement 
and these folks are waiting until now 
to come and complain about it.”

Robinson explained that the 
objections of a very few are taking up 
a disproportionate amount of his time.  

“I want to run a municipality and 
I want to run it well, but I’m stuck 
having to defend a position,” he said. 

Darlene Adair, who attended the 
meeting online, spoke up to share her 
frustrations.

“You’ve restricted us to 90 days,” 
she said. “That’s 25% of the year 
that I can earn an income… you’re 
preventing people from earning 
income, yet you raised taxes 10%... if 
you really want long-term housing, it 
should be the people in the residential 
areas [who are restricted in the 
number of STR days].”

Adair’s unit is more like a hotel 
room, she said, too small to serve as 
a long-term rental. 

Councillor Dolly Edwards offered 
up a solution. In the commercial zone, 
the provision of ‘long-term resident’ 
could be replaced by ‘long-term 
commercial use.’ 

With that wording, an STR would 
be allowed as long as the owner 
is using the space for long-term 
commercial use (like in residential 
zones: as long as the owner or tenant 
lives there long-term). There would 
be no 90-day limit.  

“A bylaw amendment is labour-
intensive,” CAO Robinson wrote in 
his staff report. “Council needs to be 
mindful of staff capacity and if it is 
worth placing resources into a zoning 
bylaw amendment that affects a very 
small number of properties in the 
community.”
Non-resident water use

Council’s discussion of non-
resident water use opened up the can 
of worms that is water rates, but not 

Nakusp council, April 8: COTW debates short-term rentals 
much will change unless the Province 
implements water metres across BC.

In January, staff received an email 
from an individual living in Arrow 
Park. They said that taps had frozen 
during the cold snap, and they were 
now unable to access potable water 
from the Village’s water system. 

“It came to our knowledge that 
they were actually going to different 
businesses and getting drinking water 
from their hoses, their taps,” said 
CAO Robinson. 

Council agreed this is fine in 
cases of emergency, but the Village 
has no way of tracking how much 
water is being drawn by individuals 
outside of the water service area in 
non-emergencies. 

It’s a larger conversation, said 
CAO Robinson, because people 
are sensitive about this topic and 
its fairness, especially surrounding 
large landowners and multi-person 
households paying the same fee 
as a single person on a small lot. 
Unauthorized water drawing worsens 
fair payment matters.

“If it is that urgent of a problem—
and I think with climate change it’s 
going to get worse—people need 
to be proactive,” said Councillor 

Aidan McLaren-Caux. “I don’t think 
drawing on our system is a sustainable 
long-term solution.”

McLaren-Caux said that creating 
a designated water filling station 
wouldn’t help those communities 
build resiliency for themselves. 

“I think it’s something that we 
monitor, or we seek a conversation 
with the RDCK,” said Councillor 
Mason Hough. 

CAO Robinson recommended 
that council keep an eye on Provincial 
movements regarding water metres, 
and to go from there. 
Business license bylaw

Council discussed amending the 
business license bylaw, in particular 
for mobile vendors on private 
property, and mushroom buyers. 

Council agreed that private 
property owners hosting mobile 
vendors should be responsible for 
making sure the vendors comply by 
getting a business license. 

“We have a mobile vendor in 
town right now, and they refuse to 
get a business license,” said CAO 
Robinson.

If the amendment passes, the 
Village would be able to ticket the 
property owner, which may give 

greater incentive for property owners 
and vendors alike to comply with the 
bylaw. 

The current bylaw places 
responsibility on the vendors to 
obtain a license. 

Staff also noted that pop-up 
mushroom buyers were not getting 
business licenses either. Council 
agreed with the staff recommendation 
to make a new section for mushroom 
buyers. It would charge them a lower 
license fee, between $100 and $200 
instead of $500, since mushroom 
buyers do not sell items, they only 
purchase.

Amendments will come before 
council for three readings and 
adoption during upcoming meetings. 
Permissive tax exemptions

If seeking a permissive tax 
exemption, council would like 
churches and organizations to justify 
why they need it, and demonstrate 
their benefit to the community. 

15 community groups are at the 
end of their exemption terms this year, 
and staff thought it would be a good 
time to reconsider the parameters of 
the policy. 

If the policy stays the same, 
exemptions will amount to about 

$35,000 in 2024, which taxpayers 
will pay on behalf of the exempt 
organizations. 

“I’d like to consider [exemptions] 
on a case-by-case basis, yearly, with 
financials submitted, and based on 
the qualifications and what they bring 
to the Village,” said Councillor Tina 
Knooihuizen. 

Some organizations are ‘double 
dipping’ and also leasing Village 
lands/buildings for a nominal fee 
of $1. 

“They 100%, very, very much, 
need to demonstrate a need [for 
exemption],” said Councillor 
McLaren-Caux. “Because if they’re 
making money through Village 
facilities at no cost, then what we’re 
doing is getting the rest of taxpayers 
to subsidize their activities.”

Changes to the policy may also 
include a maximum annual limit of 
the municipal tax levy, and a limit on 
how many exemptions are granted.

Councillor Hough asked what 
would happen if they stopped all 
tax exemptions. Director of Finance 
Mark Tennant said the exempted 
would pay their taxes, and taxpayers 
as a whole would pay about 2% less. 

by Jan McMurray
A Nakusp pig farmer has decided 

to shut down her operation because 
of rising costs, and was overwhelmed 
with the response when she posted 
her story on Facebook.

“Everyone is saying, ‘yes, we 
had to shut our doors, too.’ I got 120 
comments on one Facebook page 
and 162 on the other. I’m still getting 
comments a couple of weeks later,” 
said Carlee Hughes.

Hughes posted her story on 
the ‘BC Farmers Livestock and 
Equipment’ and the ‘Farm the 
Kootenays’ Facebook pages.

“It really struck a nerve with 
farmers across the province, and 
dairy farmers are experiencing the 
same thing,” she said.

Hughes says her revenues from 
pork didn’t even cover the costs of 
feed, fuel and processing – let alone 
her time, hydro bill, the costs of 
fencing and other farm infrastructure, 
and business costs, such as insurance 
and licencing.

“Walmart is selling pork for 
$1.27 a pound, and mine is $12 
a pound and I’m not making any 
money. Cutting and wrapping costs 
$1.27 a pound, so how can they sell 
it for that?”

Because factory farms are being 
subsidized, she says. “But 15% of 
producers receive 60% of the funding 
– so that’s how Walmart can afford 
it. Big, huge factory farms are being 
subsidized. It’s really sad because 
we’re lacking so much nutritional 
value in meat raised in factory 
farms.”

Hughes says she took agriculture 
in college and has worked in 
industrial farms. “I won’t even tell 
people the horrors I saw, but those 
animals don’t get one breath of 
fresh air and they stand on one slab 

Nakusp farmer can’t afford to continue raising pigs
of concrete all their lives. They get 
goiters on their hips and knees, so 
they need penicillin just to get them 
to the processing plant.”

At Hughes’ Nakusp East Farm, 
the pigs have room to run around, 
roll in the mud and interact, she says. 
They have shelter, but live outside 
their whole lives.

People have told Hughes that 
they often have problems such as an 
upset stomach or arthritis flare-up 
when they eat pork, but not so when 
they eat hers.

Hughes says she can raise 
enough meat to feed her own family, 
“but my passion is in sharing that 

with my community – top-quality 
pork that is nourishing and healthy 
and honouring the animal’s life. But 
I’m not able to do that anymore and 
it’s heartbreaking.”

She says she sees no solutions, 
and that’s the theme of the dialogue 
on Facebook, too. 

“I’m worried about our future. I 
wish there was something we could 
do, but I think it’s going to get worse 
before it gets better.”

Nakusp East Farm continues to 
produce honey, microgreens, garlic 
and eggs. Hughes sells her products 
at the farmers’ market, and at Home 
Grown Market and Hilltop.

A total of $343,798.95 was 
requested, and $184,125 has been 
recommended for disbursement. The 
recommendations will go before the 
RDCK board for final approval on 
May 16.

Here are the recommendations.
Nakusp  Volunteer F ire 

Brigade (Road Rescue Resiliency): 
$20,000; Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services (Food Bank 
and Breakfast Program): $20,000; 
PALS: $15,000; Nakusp Legion 
(shed and refrigeration system): 
$20,000; Nakusp Mixed Slow Pitch 
Society (ball field lighting upgrade): 
$20,000;  Nakusp Ski  Club 
Association (Summit Lake Night 
Skiing Improvement): $20,000; 
Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski 
Club: $11,827.95; Arrow Lakes 
Caribou Society: $15,500; Arrow 
Lakes Fine Arts Guild Society: 
$3,639.05; Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services (Medical 
Bus): $7,900; Arrow Lakes Search 
and Rescue (uniforms): $9,259; 
Nakusp Ambulance Association 

Nakusp came out to vote on ReDi 
grant projects on April 7

(paramedic training): $4,500; 
Recreation Nakusp Society (Jackie 
James Park Restoration): $10,000; 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
(archives hardware update): 
$4,540; Arrow Lakes District Arts 
Council: $1,959.
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Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

— Bird food & feeders —

Manures, top soil, 
seedling mix

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels. 
Kootenay’s largest supplier. New 

lower pricing on many fencing items

Clothing & socks
Wheelbarrows, 
rakes, shovels, 

hoses, sprinklers...
We have all 

your gardening 
supplies!

Mumm’s sprouting 
seeds for nutritional 

supplement

Drywall & mud, insulation
Seedling starter trays, 

soil, domes, seeds 

Sloggers rubber boots 
& garden shoes

New Shipment of 
fencing & posts

Seed potatoes 
& Onion sets

by Rachael Lesosky, Local 
Journalism Initiative

It was all about increasing 
efficiency during Kaslo 
council’s first Committee of 
the Whole budget discussion. 

Chief Financial Officer 
Linda Tynan led council 
through the presentation, 
which addressed the usual 
items along with suggested 
additions to this year ’s 
budget.

“It’s been a challenge 
– and we need to say that 
out loud – to get the budget 
together,” Tynan opened.

One of  the  biggest 
challenges was accessing 
appropriate records to ensure 
staff was working with 
accurate information.

“If you calculate the 
number of hours spent 
searching records during 
the last three months… it’s 
phenomenal,” she said.

Many of her budget 
suggestions were aimed at 
finding ways to consolidate, 

Kaslo council, April 10: Talking budget
o rg a n i z e ,  a n d  a c c e s s 
information effectively. 

One such suggestion was 
new computing software for 
work order management. 
With the software, invoices, 
project costs, and plans would 
be easier to track, and could 
be more readily shared with 
contractors. It could also help 
streamline the grant reporting 
process.

The initial license would 
be a one-time cost of $10,000, 
including training, with an 
ongoing yearly rate of $2,100. 
Tynan proposed that the one-
time cost could come out of 
reserves, then the yearly rate 
counted as an operational 
expense. 

Tynan would also like to 
see a records management 
solution, with a move towards 
digitization. There was an 
increase in the casual labour 
pool this year, particularly in 
finance, to get records up to 
speed. Staff has done well, 
but absences last year make 

it hard to keep up.
The Village used to have 

iCompass, a program for 
creating meeting agendas and 
minutes. However, it was too 
expensive and was dropped. 

At the meeting, Tynan 
suggested pursuing iCompass 
again, and perhaps bargaining 
for a better price. Not only 

would the software streamline 
the creation of documents, 
but it could also serve as 
a repository of council’s 
decisions.

Tynan highlighted that 
a few grants are funding 
ongoing operational expenses.

“ M y  o n e  t h i n g  i s : 
never use grant funding or 

reserve funding for ongoing 
expenses,” she said, “because 
not only do you have to cover 
it in full the next year, but also 
catch up with that incremental 
tax change.” 

This will be part of CAO 
Robert Baker’s work, to 
create a long-term vision for 
ongoing expenses. 

“A lot of items have been 
identified that are not going 
away, and they are not funded 
[by operations] at this point,” 
said Tynan.

Acceptable items for 
grant funding are strategic 
i n i t i a t i ve s ,  F i r eSmar t 
initiatives, and planning 
contractors. 

by Jan McMurray
SD 8’s prel iminary 

operating budget for the 
2024-25 school year projects 
a 0.7% increase in revenues 
($400,000) and a 2.2% 
increase in expenses ($1.4 
million). In her presentation, 
Secretary-Treasurer Cathy 
MacArthur said the district 
was able to balance the $66.6 
million budget by reducing 
expenses in professional 
development and travel, 
services and supplies.

Enrolment is expected to 
decline next year by 1.5% (70 
students), to 4,702. Although 
per-student funding has been 
increased by 3.4%, the lower 
enrolment results in only 
a slight increase in overall 
revenues.

Salaries and wages have 
increased by 3% across the 
board, translating to a $2 
million increase in salaries 
and benefits next year. The 
preliminary budget for next 
year shows $57,498,996 
in salaries and benefits, 
compared to $55,464,346 
this year.

Significant savings have 
been found in professional 
development and travel, 
services and supplies so as 
to retain funding for staffing, 
MacArthur said.

Next year’s operating 
budget totals $66.6 million; 

School District 8, April 9: Preliminary 2024-25 budget presented
this year’s is $65.1 million.
Capital budget

Seven minor capital 
projects have been approved 
for government funding for 
the 2024-25 year. The seven 
projects must be completed 
by March 31, 2025.

Mt. Sentinel’s HVAC 
upgrade project will be 
completely finished with 
this last $450,000 in funding.

JV Humphries School 
will see $2,600 in kitchen 
upgrades.

The other five projects 
are :  Trafa lgar  Middle 
School plumbing upgrades 
and new sprinkler system 
($750,000), LV Rogers 
HVAC upgrades ($350,000), 
Kootenay River Secondary 
kitchen upgrades ($113,300), 
Redfish Elementary kitchen 
upgrades ($15,900) and 
Salmo Elementary kitchen 
upgrades ($6,100).

Three new buses that 
were approved for funding 
this year will be ordered now.

Cultural and Identity 
Learning

A report outlining how 
SD 8 supports Indigenous, 
gender-diverse and people of 
colour learners was presented 
to the board. The Cultural and 
Identity Continuous Learning 
Report was given by District 
Principals Gail Higginbottom 
(Aboriginal Education) and 

Kent Tamblyn (International 
Education) and District 
Indigenization Coordinator 
Jesse Halton.

“SD 8 is committed to 
inclusive and caring learning 
environments where all 
learners are meaningfully 
included and embraced 
as part of the school’s 
learning community. SD 8 
embraces the philosophy 
that diversity is the norm, 
not the exception, and staff 
celebrate the gifts and talents 
that all learners possess. 

Abor ig ina l  educat ion , 
diversity education, and anti-
racism initiatives support 
continuous improvement 
and monitoring of student 
success,” states a memo 
from Superintendent Smillie, 
introducing the report to the 
board.

This was Higginbottom’s 
final report to SD 8. The 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d 
several trustees thanked 
Higginbottom for her work 
over the years and wished her 
well in her future endeavours.

submitted
The story of a Kootenay 

summer: forests are burning, 
old-growth activists are 
blockading, and a rookie 
wildfire fighter wrestles with 
her Doukhobor past while 
working to protect the future. 
We Were Found in the Fires, 
an in-progress graphic novel 
by Nathan Wilkinson with 
Anne DeGrace, is coming 
to Kaslo Library on May 3 
at 7 pm with a multimedia 
author talk and community 
discussion on the story and 
the process. If you’re an 
adult or older teen with an 
interest in graphic novels, 
our BC wildfire situation, or 
the challenging process of 
writing culturally relevant 
fiction, this event is for you.

The West Kootenay 
i s  a  complex  reg ion , 
historically, culturally, and 
environmentally. Artist and 
author Nathan Wilkinson 
initially set out to create 
a graphic novel for adult 
readers that would speak to 
our changing environment 
and increasing wildfire threat 
through the eyes of a wildfire-
fighting crew. When novelist 
Anne DeGrace joined the 
project, she brought her 
interest in history, and 
collaboration blossomed. 
Now, the narrative draws 
from Wilkinson’s Doukhobor 
roots, as well as experience 
on a local contract crew, as 
rookie wildfire-fighter Lusha 
Wlasoff encounters cultural 
clashes and tests of loyalty 
through one wicked wildfire 
season in a forest full of 
homesteaders, ravers, and 

Graphic novel author talk 
on Kootenay wildfires 
comes to Kaslo Library

environmental activists.
“Wildfires are a pressing 

issue all around the world, 
and there’s really nowhere 
better to write about them 
than here in the Kootenays,” 
says Wilkinson. “We live 
through staggering, life-
changing fires every summer, 
but they’re still such a small 
part of the stories we see 
in books and on screens. 
Hopefully the community 
events around this book will 
be a chance for people to 
think and talk about our 
experiences with fire and our 
forests.”

Wilkinson and DeGrace 
are touring six libraries 
in the Kootenay Library 
Federation, with visits to 
Beaver Valley (May 2, 6:30 
pm), Kaslo (May 3, 7 pm), 
Nelson (May 8, 7 pm), Salmo 
(May 15, 6:30 pm), Castlegar 
(May 16, 6 pm), and Trail 
(May 22, 6 pm). 

At the Castlegar & 
District Public Library, they 
will be joined by local authors 
Leesa Dean and Renée 
Harper, who will share their 
own writing on wildfires from 
recent poetry collections and 
take part in a conversation 
about wildfires in art. 

The Nelson Public Library 
hosts an accompanying art 
show of pages from Wilkinson 
and DeGrace’s book from 
May 1 to June 29. 

The tour is sponsored by 
the KLF and the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance, 
a financial supporter of 
the graphic novel project. 
Additional funding from the 
Canada Council for the Arts.
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SERVING THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY AND 
KOOTENAY REGION

• Tractors/agricultural equipment
• Construction equipment, light duty trucks 
   and trailers
• Welding and minor fabrication work
• Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!

by Jan McMurray
New Denver received 33 ReDi 

grant applications with requests 
totalling $57,779.50, but had only 
$34,364 to disburse. A local selection 
committee (John Fyke, Colin Moss, 
Janice Gustafson, Debbie Dubinsky, 
Ray Schuff and Leanne Fulton) 
adjudicated the applications based 
on local impact, community need 
and overall benefit to the village. 
Community members were able to 
choose their top five projects online 
or in person at the Village office. A 
public meeting was held April 3, 
where applicants briefly presented 
their projects to the committee. 
Following the public meeting, the 
committee made its decisions.

C o u n c i l  a c c e p t e d  t h e 
committee’s recommendations, and 
will send them on to the RDCK 
board for ratification at the May 
16 RDCK board meeting. Results 
are below. Funding for these grants 
comes from Columbia Basin Trust, 
and the program is administered by 
the RDCK.

Bee Awareness Society (Bee 
Awareness Education Program): 
$1,000; Diverse Family Roots 
Society: $500; Friends of the 
Orchard Society (Orchard 
Heritage Interpretation): $500; 
Goat Mountain Kids Society 
(sunshade and program supplies): 
$4,000; Halcyon Assisted Living 
Society (Dr Brouse Lodge 
Gardens): $2,000; Harvest Share: 

New Denver council, April 9: ReDi grant applications adjudicated
$2,900; Healthy Community 
Society of the North Slocan Valley: 
$3,000; Nakusp Ski Club (Summit 
Lake Night Skiing Improvement): 
$1,000; New Denver and Area 
Youth Centre Society: $3,200; New 
Denver Hospice Society: $700; 
North Slocan Trails Society (Butter 
Me Up Trailhead Connectors 
and Trail Completion): $2,000; 
PALS Animal Rescue Program: 
$1,500;  Sandon Historical 
Society (Signage, brochures, 
improvements): $600; Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society (Artifact 
Signage Project): $692; Slocan 
Lake Arts Council (Sunset 
Concert Series at Centennial 
Park): $2,000; Slocan Lake Golf 
Club (Power Shed): $1,500; Slocan 
Solutions (electric fencing/fruit 
tree replacement cost-share): 
$1,092; Slocan Solutions (reading 
centre): $2,600; Slocan Solutions 
(Valhalla Community Choir): 
$1,000; Summit Lake Racers: 
$500; Hidden Garden Gallery: 
$1,080; North Valley Mountain 
Film Festival: $1,000.
FireSmart initiatives

FireSmart initiatives in New 
Denver and Slocan, delivered by 
SIFCo (Slocan Valley Community 
Forest), will continue if a grant 
application to the provincial 
Community Investment Resiliency 
Program is successful. In the past, 
Silverton has also been a partner 
in this project, but there was no 

response from Silverton for this 
round of funding. New Denver will 
be the lead applicant, and will form a 
Wildfire Resiliency Committee. The 
terms of reference for the committee 
will be reviewed at a Committee of 
the Whole meeting.

The program would include 
free home assessments, rebates for 
mitigation work recommended in 
the home assessments, support for 
the Neighbourhood Recognition 
Program, and educational outreach.
Wildfire Resiliency Plan

An application for provincial 
funding will be submitted for an 
update to the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. The most recent 
plan was prepared in 2019 and 
included New Denver, Silverton and 
Area H North. The RDCK has found 
funding for Area H, and has offered 
to coordinate the project to update 
the regional plan. New Denver will 
apply for funds for the New Denver 
portion of the plan.
Recycling depot 
agreement

The agreement with the RDCK 
for the operation of the recycling 
depot in New Denver was renewed 
for the period June 2020 to June 
2025. The delay in finalizing the 
agreement was due to staff changes 
at the Village and the RDCK, and a 
change in the location of the depot, 
a staff report explains.

Councillor Hammond was 
happy to hear the agreement expires 

in 2025. She is hesitant to sign 
a long-term agreement because 
the Sustainability Committee is 
looking into centralized garbage 
collection, and it is possible that 
this could include recycling. She 
said the committee has talked to the 
Town of Banff, where they bought 
several bear-proof containers and 
scattered them around town. Banff’s 
experience is that the bins need 
frequent repair or replacement, 
and people abuse them. They 
recommended Whistler’s model, 
which involves a centralized, staffed 
location for collection of garbage, 
recycling and compost. Hammond 
indicated that the committee was 
still gathering information and it 
would be a big discussion for council 
sometime in the future, but she didn’t 
want to be locked in to a five-year 
agreement with the RDCK for the 
recycling depot.

Hammond also said she “didn’t 
love” the location of the recycling, 
right across from the Osprey 
Residence. Mayor Casley said if a 
move was being considered for the 
recycling depot, the RDCK would 
want to move it to the Rosebery 
Transfer Station, as the RDCK owns 
the transfer station property and the 
facility is staffed. Councillor Moss 
said residents would probably not be 
happy about having to take recycling 
to Rosebery.
Grants-in-aid

Council approved requests for 

grants-in-aid from the Goat Mountain 
Kids Society for use of Knox Hall at 
no charge for a fundraiser, and the 
May Days Committee for use of 
the PA system and Centennial Park 
for the May Days Celebration May 
17-19. The Village will also provide 
$100 for the Citizen of the Year 
Award, close 6th Avenue on Sunday 
for the Soapbox Derby, and permit 
the use of Village streets for the 
parade Sunday evening.

The Village’s $3,500 budget for 
grants in aid has now been overspent 
by $480. No more applications will 
be accepted this year.
New Denver Library

Library committee members 
Colin Moss and Judi Gardiner will 
make a presentation to the Nakusp 
Library board of directors. Moss 
explained that a service agreement 
with the Nakusp Library would have 
to be voted on via referendum in the 
next local government election in 
fall 2026 – but before then, perhaps 
there are things the two libraries 
can do together. Moss and Gardiner 
would like to discuss this with the 
Nakusp board.

The New Denver Library is 
working on a survey, and Village 
staff will assist.
Accessibility Committee

The Accessibility Advisory 
Committee is planning a public 
survey on accessibility priorities 
in New Denver. Staff will assist 
the committee with the project. 
Committee member Kevin Murphy 
has resigned due to failing health. 
The Village will advertise to fill this 
vacancy, as well as the still-vacant 
seat that is reserved for an Indigenous 
person.
Spark in the Dark

The hope is that the Spark in 
the Dark Festival will continue 
under the Slocan Lake Arts Council, 
Councillor Moss reported. The final 
Spark in the Dark board meeting was 
held April 12.
Fitness Centre

The New Denver Community 
Fitness Centre will be getting a new 
treadmill, reported Councillor Fyke. 
Rec 6 spring grant applications are 
due April 26, and the commission 
will make decisions May 2.
RDCK budget

Councillor Fyke noted that 
the RDCK tax increase for New 
Denver was 4.6%, under the average 
increase of 5.8% across the RDCK. 
Councillor Moss noted that New 
Denver’s assessment value was the 
third highest in the West Kootenay 
this year, and that Slocan was still 
in first place.

by Jan McMurray
A young man from Seattle 

travelling on his own steam with 
a baby stroller to carry his gear 
came through New Denver the 
other day.

Olly Cohen has run and 
backcountry skied from Seattle 

Human-powered adventurer comes through Kootenays
and has been to Whistler, over 
the Duffey to Kamloops, Mount 
Robson, Bird Lake, Jasper, Lake 
Louise, Fairmont Hot Springs, 
Kimberley, over Grey Pass to 
Grey Creek, Balfour, Kaslo, and 
New Denver. He was heading 
down the Slocan Valley on April 

11 on his way back to Seattle. He 
left Seattle January 1.

“I was a software engineer 
at Amazon and got fired in 
November. So instead of looking 
for a new job, I designed my 
perfect adventure combining all 
the things I love doing – so I’ve 
been running, backcountry skiing 
and eating a lot of chocolate,” 
he said.

The three tenets of the 
adventure are that it be a 
continuous, improvised one-way 
meandering trip; that it be human-
powered; and that it be fun.

“I run, stop and ski,” he said. 
“Once – only once – I put the 
baby jogger on a sled and towed 
it over a mountain pass while on 
skis.”

Cohen got the idea to use a 
baby stroller when he worked as a 
backpacking instructor in Alaska. 
His manager’s husband had run 
across Alaska with a baby stroller. 
“So I knew it was possible, but I 
had never heard of anyone doing 
it with skis,” he said.

He purchased the baby stroller 
on Craig’s List for $100 from a 
grandfather whose grandchildren 
didn’t need it anymore. “Glen has 
become a good friend,” he added.

Every now and then, Cohen 
has been able to stop to have a 
warm shower by checking in at 
warmshowers.org, a network of 
cyclists who host each other when 
on tour. That’s how he found 
Daniel Hellyer and Helen Davis 

in New Denver. “Warmshowers.
org has played a huge role in 
keeping the adventure alive 
for me,” he said. “I’ve been 
able to have these checkpoints 
throughout the trip where I have a 
warm shower and I get to re-set.”

Cohen says he met many 
people along the way who have 
given him tips on where he should 
go next. “For example, I had 
never heard of Kaslo, but I met 
these people when I was running 
out of Kimberley towards Grey 
Pass. They had seen me running 
on the Columbia Icefields in a 
snowstorm, so they stopped to 
talk to me in Kimberley. They 
told me I had to go to Kaslo and 
then I could ski to New Denver. 
So I did, and I met lots of really 
nice people and I did some of 
the best ski touring I’ve done all 
winter!”

Cohen is blogging about his 
adventures at splattern.substack.
com.

Olly Cohen has run and backcountry skied from Seattle
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative

On the evening of Wednesday, 
April 3, about 20 Kaslo residents 
gathered for an open house on the 
Kaslo FireSmart Program and the 
Kaslo & Area D Community Wildfire 
Resiliency Plan (CWRP). 

Presenters included Jessie Lay, 
Kaslo’s FireSmart coordinator, John 
Cathro and Mark Elder, professional 
foresters, and Jeff Reyden, co-manager 
of the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society.

Representatives from the Kaslo 
Volunteer Fire Department attended, 
including new fire chief, Eric Graham. 
Grace Kyle, BC Wildfire Prevention 
Specialist, Nora Hannon, RDCK 
Disaster Mitigation and Adaption 
Senior Advisor, and Greg and Geri 
Brown of Kaslo Emergency Services 
were also available to chat with. 
FireSmart

Kaslo residents gather for FireSmart and Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan open house
Jessie Lay opened the evening. She 

talked about the purpose of FireSmart 
and what the program offers.

“FireSmart is all about empowering 
homeowners to be educated and make 
decisions about the fuels in and around 
their homes,” she said. “Fire needs 
three things to burn: fuel, heat, and 
oxygen. FireSmart is about removing 
fuel from that fire triangle.” 

As coordinator, Lay administers 
home assessments.  She visi ts 
homeowners and discusses what can 
be done to make the property more 
resilient to wildfires. 

“One goal of FireSmart is for a 
home to still be standing [after a fire] 
without any intervention,” she said. 

Using non-combustible building 
materials, storing firewood and 
barbeques away from the home, and 
regularly clearing fallen branches and 
dry grass are a few steps that can be 
taken. The assessments take about 60 

minutes, depending on the size of the 
property, and will be offered beginning 
in May. 

Lay said a common misconception 
she hears is how homes ignite. Often, 
people fail to consider embers. 
FireSmart BC estimates that at least 
half of homes burned in wildfires are 
ignited by embers. Lay shared a video 
that demonstrated how embers can 
kindle homes via gutters and upper 
decks. 

Lay is also working on the 
FireSmart Neighbourhood Recognition 
program, which officially recognizes 
communities that have taken steps to 
reduce their risks to wildfires. Criteria 
for becoming recognized includes 
having a FireSmart assessment done, 
creating a neighbourhood FireSmart 
committee, and conducting FireSmart 
events each year. 
CWRP

John Cathro and Mark Elder 
presented on the Kaslo & Area D 
Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan.

The CWRP is a five-year plan 
that identifies wildfire risks within 
and surrounding a community and 
provides an action plan to reduce 
them. It concentrates on the wildfire-
urban interface (WUI), the area where 
human development meets the natural 
environment. 

Like FireSmart, the CWRP 
emphasizes fuel management and roots 
itself in the seven FireSmart principles. 
Unlike FireSmart, which concerns 
private land and homeowners, the 
CWRP focuses on Crown and publicly 
owned land, including municipal. 

“This plan provides the folks at the 
back – agencies, elected officials, the 
fire chief, the regional district – with 
a clear set of priorities on what to do 
[to improve wildfire resiliency],” said 
Cathro. “It gets into the big picture 
aspects of how a community reduces 
the risk of wildfire.”

Cathro, in partnership with 
B.A. Blackwell & Associates, was 
contracted by the RDCK to create the 
CWRP.

Aspects of the plan include 
identifying artificial and natural water 
sources, making sure firefighting 
equipment is compatible, emergency 
planning, and developing fuel 
management prescriptions. 

Mark Elder, a forester with Cathro 
Consulting, talked about vegetation 
management. He’s been involved 
in identifying high risk areas within 
Kaslo’s WUI, along with implementing 
field work for the CWRP such as fuel 
modification prescriptions. 

Elder shared maps of Kaslo’s WUI 
and sections where the Village and the 
RDCK will be collaborating on Crown 
land vegetation management. There 
were also maps depicting what work 
has already been done, and potential 
sites for more mitigation work. 

Grace Kyle of BC Wildfire Service 
spoke up regarding the effectiveness of 
fuel modification prescriptions. 

“We had done a large prescribed 
burn [outside of Cranbrook] last spring 
and a wildfire burned right up to the 
edge of the prescription site,” she said. 
“The fire behaviour just completely 
dropped off. It shows that this work 
does work. It’s not that it stops the 
fire, but it allows for a safe place for 
first responders to work. It allows for 
easier access to the edge of the fire, 
and allows first responders to focus 
on other parts of the fire to manage it 
more easily.” 
Community forest

Jeff Reyden offered a short 
presentation on what the Kaslo & 
District Community Forest Society 
has been up to.

Reyden shared maps outlining 
the society’s tenure and areas where 
it’s performed wildfire risk reduction 
management. Though the terrain 
around Kaslo is mountainous and 
steep, he said, the KDCFS has still 
done quite a bit of work. 

In the past few months, KDCFS 
administered a fuel management 
prescription in Lardeau, along with a 
few community field tours of the area. 

Cathro and Elder recently 

completed a prescription for an area 
in Lardeau, called Miner’s Road. 
KDCFS will begin mostly manual 
fuel treatment on 30 hectares of land 
this year.

In 2023, KDCFS worked on 
the Mount Buchanan fire access 
trail, which runs above Kaslo. This 
involved falling danger trees, about 
eight hectares of fuel management, 
and identifying water sources. Also last 
year, it completed the Jimi Crack Corn 
project, which involved 10 hectares of 
risk reduction treatment. 

“We’re looking at access a lot now, 
after the Briggs Creek wildfire,” said 
Reyden. “If we don’t have access, it’s 
hard to fight wildfires.”

Some access improvements 
include fixing up roads, clearing brush, 
and creating dual-purpose recreation/
wildfire access trails.

Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir levels 
likely to be low 
again this year
submitted

BC Hydro is predicting low levels 
in the Arrow Lakes Reservoir once 
again this summer.

An update sent out on April 
15 says although it’s still too early 
to accurately forecast this year’s 
summer reservoir levels, BC Hydro 
is expecting below-average levels.

“This is due to the current 
snowpack conditions as well as last 
year’s low runoff, which may make 
2024 the second consecutive dry year 
in a row,” the update says.

This year’s snowpack in the 
Columbia Basin (and the province) 
is well below average, particularly in 
the Canadian portion of the basin. The 
lower snowpack and expected lower 
snowmelt inflows reflect the persistent 
dry conditions we have experienced 
since last summer.

At this point, BC Hydro is 
forecasting the reservoir to peak 
around mid-June at 433.4-435.9 
metres (1,422-1,430 feet).

“We are very aware of the impacts 
associated with low Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir levels over each season. 
BC Hydro will continue to consider 
options, when available, to support 
higher Arrow Lakes Reservoir levels 
this summer. Arrow Lakes Reservoir 
operations will remain within its water 
licence limits,” the update states.

BC Hydro will be publishing its 
Spring Columbia River Operations 
Summary in the next several weeks, 
which will provide more details on 
this year’s operations across the 
Columbia basin. Further information 
about BC Hydro operations during 
dry conditions are also available in the 
‘Low Levels in Arrow Lakes Reservoir 
Information Session Question and 
Answer Report’ that was published 
by the Province of BC earlier this 
year. The report is available online 
at 2023_ArrowLakesReservoir_
InfoSession_QA_Report_FINAL.pdf 
(gov.bc.ca).

Any questions or concerns can be 
directed to: southern-interior.info@
bchydro.com.
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by Art Joyce
Author Vera Maloff will 

visit New Denver to launch her 
new book, They Called Him a 
Radical: The Memoirs of Pete 
Maloff and the Making of a 
Doukhobor Pacifist (Caitlin 
Press), with a reading and 
presentation at Silverton 
Gallery on May 4 from 2 to 
4 pm, hosted by the Slocan 
Lake Arts Council. The book 
is a translation from Russian of 
her grandfather Pete Maloff’s 
memoirs describing his career 
as a peace activist during the 
early- to mid-20th century. 
In an era when the peace 
movement seems to be in full 
retreat and militarism on the 

Author to launch Doukhobor memoir of Pete Maloff
rise around the world, it’s a 
potent reflection on what it 
costs to stand for one’s beliefs. 

Maloff’s first book, Our 
Backs Warmed by the Sun: 
Stories of a Doukhobor 
Life, introduced readers to 
her grandparents and to her 
grandfather’s history as a 
peace activist. The book was 
described by the Vancouver Sun 
as “a wonderful contribution to 
our understanding of Canada’s 
past.” Born in Saskatchewan in 
1900 to immigrant Doukhobor 
parents, Pete’s life amidst the 
violent backdrop of two world 
wars instilled in him a steadfast 
commitment to nonviolence, 
informed by growing up 

in Christian Community 
of Universal Brotherhood 
communal villages. Vera 
fondly recalls her grandfather 
as a “tall, strong, charismatic 
man,” filled with a passionate 
dedication to the cause of 
peace. This frequently landed 
him in jail, forcing long, 
painful separations from his 
wife and family.

Well before the Sons 
of Freedom or Vietnam 
controversies of the 1960s, 
authorities took a dim view 
of activists challenging 
government involvement in 
war. In Our Backs Warmed 
by the Sun, she writes of an 
incident during the late 1920s 
when Pete Maloff led a peace 
march on Nelson’s Baker 
Street, only to be met with fire 
hoses called in by city police. 

Arrests of peace activists 
were not uncommon even 
before the Second World War. 
Pete had supported the Sons of 
Freedom movement but broke 
with them when they turned to 
violence. “A crime is a crime 
no matter with what intentions 
it is performed. The ends never 
justify the means,” he wrote. 

B o t h  o f  V e r a ’ s 
grandparents welcomed 
peace activists, American 
draft resisters, and alternative 
healing practitioners to their 
market garden farm. This put 
them under the watchful eye 
of Canadian authorities. In 
Our Backs Warmed by the Sun, 
she recalls an incident when 
an undercover police agent 
infiltrated the Doukhobor 

community and even the 
Maloff home.  

“From his experiences in 
a new Canadian Doukhobor 
community at the turn of 
the century to encounters 
with influential pacifists in 
California and his time in a 
cooperative freedom colony 
in Oregon, Pete’s story is 
a true testament to his firm 
belief that the pen could 
indeed be mightier than the 
sword,” explains Caitlin Press. 
Yet until now, his memoirs 
have remained unpublished, 
making this book both a 
rare historical treasure and 
an essential contribution to 
Doukhobor history. Vera’s 
success with the first book 
helped make the publication 

of her grandfather’s memoir 
possible, a goal she has 
cherished for some time. 

Vera Maloff was born into 
the Doukhobor community 
in  the  West  Kootenay. 
After retiring from a career 
in teaching, she began to 
record family stories passed 
down the generations. Her 
essays have been published 
in the Doukhobor magazine 
Iskra, in the West Kootenay 
Journal and in The New 
Orphic Review. She lives 
with her partner, Steve, in the 
community of Shoreacres on 
the Slocan River, where she 
continues the family traditions 
of gardening, singing in 
Doukhobor  communi ty 
choirs, and participating in 

Author Vera Maloff will present her new book They Called Him a Radical, an important addition to Doukhobor history, at 
Silverton Gallery on May 4, 2-4 pm. 
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peace gatherings and cooking 
groups.

“To bring a manuscript 
such as this into a book form 
took the support of many 
whose hearts and minds were 
touched by Pete N. Maloff’s 
life and work,” says Vera. “I 
have been honoured to bring 
this fascinating memoir to 
completion and to share it 
with you.” 

A reading and presentation 
will also be given by Vera on 
Wednesday, April 24, 7 pm 
at the Nelson Public Library. 
The book will be available 
from booksellers or directly 
from Caitlin Press. For more 
information, visit https://
caitlinpress.com/Books/T/
They-Called-Him-a-Radical 

by Jan McMurray
The ALFA Guild is slowly 

but surely renovating the old 
forestry building in Nakusp, 
and in the meantime hosts art 
exhibits at the Integrated Health 
building just off Broadway on 
3rd Avenue SW.

A big project has just been 
completed in the building’s 
interior.

With a $75,000 grant 
from the BC Arts Council and 
various smaller grants adding 
up to $10,000, the guild was 
able to install structural beams, 
reframe the ceiling and walls, 
replace wiring and plumbing, 
install insulation and drywall, 
and paint.

“The interior is about three-
quarters finished,” said Donna 
Mair, ALFA Guild president. 
“Now we just need floors, 
plumbing fixtures and track 
lighting for the gallery. Then we 
can concentrate on the exterior 
of the building.”

Mair says the way the 
granting cycles go, there will 
probably be no more work on 
the building until a year from 
now.

In the meantime, the guild 
hosts workshops at various 
venues around town, and art 

The ALFA Guild has just completed a big renovation project at the old forestry 
building in Nakusp. More funds are needed to finish up the interior, and then to 

tackle the exterior.

Old forestry building 
in Nakusp slowly being 
transformed into art gallery

exhibits at the Integrated Health 
building on 3rd Avenue SW just 
off Broadway.

Upcoming is an oil and 
acrylic landscape workshop 
in June and an acrylic pour 
painting workshop in October. 
The work created at the June 
workshop will be on exhibit 
at Integrated Health. Currently 
on display at Integrated 
Health until the end of April is 
photography by Gail McMartin 
of Nakusp.

“About 30 people showed 
up to the last open reception and 
about 50 showed up to the one 
before, so we have quite a bit of 
interest in the arts in Nakusp,” 
Mair said. “We just did a pebble 
art workshop last Saturday and 
17 people came – that was 
really good, and really fun!”

Like many organizations 
in the area, the guild runs on 
a lot of volunteer labour. The 
project manager for the recent 
renovation job, Brian Smith, 
was “100% volunteer,” Mair 
said, and all tradespeople were 
local. Mair herself is a red seal 
carpenter and put in many 
volunteer hours on the project. 
Quite a few guild members 
help out at workshops and 
events, too.
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HOSPICE

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

PETS

REAL ESTATE WANTED

CALL FOR VENDORS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

EDUCATION

CHURCH SERVICES

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

NOTICES

WANTED

SERVICES

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

1983 T-BIRD for sale. 250-777-1570.
2012 HD SWITCHBACK, 55,000km. 
One owner, no accidents. All service 
records. Sweet ride! Selling because I am 
downsizing. 250-265-8226.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

C A L L I N G  A L L  V E N D O R S /
CRAFTERS: USED OR NEW ITEMS 
- TRUCK OR TABLE. Tailgate Flea 
Market on May 11 at the Slocan Park 
Community Hall. Sell from your truck or 
bring table. For more info and application, 
email lorraine@columbiawireless.ca or 
call 250-226-7301.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 

Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com, 1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S, Slocan: PLEASE JOIN US 
every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at St. Mary’s 
Church, Slocan. Give yourself an hour each 
week for peace and reflection.

CALLING ALL SENIORS! Tuesday 
Coffee 10 am - 12 noon April 23, 30 and 
May 7, 14, 28. Slocan Park Community 
Hall, 3036 Hwy 6. Info: contact Bonny 
@ bfritz03@hotmail.com ALL SENIORS 
WELCOME.
‘VEGAS’ NIGHT SPRING FLING at the 
Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold Street 
in Slocan, Saturday April 20. Doors open 
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm AMAZING 
BUFFET by Pat & Peggy. Entertainment. 
8 pm more casino. ADVANCE TICKETS: 
at the Legion Friday/Sunday evenings, 
Mountain Valley Station or phone 250-355-
2672 to reserve. Gambling Chips 50 cents 
each. No minors please. Banquet worth the 
money even if you don’t gamble! Everyone 
welcome.
S L O C A N  L A K E  B O A T I N G 
ASSOCIATION AGM: Saturday, April 20, 
2024 at 10 am at Knox Hall, new Denver.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
AGM will be held on Wednesday, April 
24 at 7 pm. Location is 710 Harold Street, 
Slocan.
MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST at the 
Slocan Valley Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., 
Slocan. Sunday May 12, 8:30 am to 11:30 
am. Hosted by the Legion, served by the 
men! Menu: Pancakes with strawberries 
& whipped cream, scrambled eggs, ham, 
sausages, hash browns, fruit salad, coffee, 
tea, juice. $15 each, children 6 & under $6 
each. Everyone welcome!
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
presents Yard & Yardage, Sunday, April 28, 
10-2. Plants, food, fabric, yarn, notions and 
a show of members’ work. Hwy 6 at Perry’s 
Backroad, 5 minutes north of Winlaw. 250-
355-2459 for information.

TAILGATE, GARAGE AND BAKE 
SALE! Where: Slocan Park Community 
Hall, 3036 Highway 6. Date: Saturday, 
May 11. Time: 9 am to 1 pm. Come join us 
for coffee and snacks - find new, used and 
crafted items. Baked goods for sale! Info: 
lorraine@columbiawireless.ca
HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR 
Society Annual General Meeting: April 21, 
2024, 1 pm at Hills Community Hall.
NAKUSP FARMERS’ MARKET starts 
on May 18 from 9 am to 1 pm until 
October 18.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT at 
the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St. 
Slocan Saturday, May 4 starting at 6:30 pm 
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets must be 
reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.com 
or by phoning 250-355-2672 or buying 
at Sunday Music Jams or Friday Dance 
Nights. Tickets also available at Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan. BC Gaming rules 
will apply. No minors please. Look forward 
to seeing you!
WINLOVE WATER DAY is Saturday, 
May 4 at Mama Sita’s Cafe. We have 
amazing music, great food, a parade, and 
local vendors. This is a Slocan Valley 
Community tradition to celebrate the water 
that sustains us. Come join us downtown 
Winlaw 11am - midnight.

H A N D  D R U M M E R S  G u i d e 
for Beginning and Intermediate 
Percussionists by local musician; Otter 
Books, Eddy Music; with Kootenay & West 
African teachers. jolmanapress@gmail.com

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

45 INCH FARM KING POWER 
TILLER with 3-point hitch. Rarely used. 
Excellent shape. $2,000. Pair of new 
7-foot wooden oars. $60. 250-777-1153 or 
kingmaple700@gmail.com.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
BAND SAW MILLED & selection-logged 
lumber, different dimensions: 1 x 6’s, 4 x 
4’s, 6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir planks up to 15”- 18” 
wide with live edges. 1½” thick. Ideal for 
counter tops, picnic tables, benches, etc. 
Reasonable prices. Phone 250-358-7796. 
Leave message with details. Hills.
H A N D  D R U M M E R S  G u i d e 
for Beginning and Intermediate 
Percussionists by local musician; Otter 
Books, Eddy Music; with Kootenay & West 
African teachers. jolmanapress@gmail.com

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
full-time and casual home care in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
POSITION FOR PRIVATE CARE 
AIDE. Location, Winlaw. 2-3 shifts per 
week at four to six hours. Experience 
necessary, HCA Certification preferred. 
Wage $26.68/hour. Contact Nordic.es@
protonmail.com.
HELP WANTED FOR WOODBURY!! 
Summer seasonal room cleaners, front desk 
office/store. Call 250-353-7717 or email 
woodburyresort@netidea.com for more 
information.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide dignity, respect, 
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay, 
403-923-9285.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 

Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go 
directly to your local emergency room for 
confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Spring Hours:
Mon. – Sat.

10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street, 
New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or 
get a promotional movie 
for your social media in 
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and 
production, interview and 
drone services provided. 
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

FREE drop off all 
scrap metals, 

appliances
NO FRIDGES, 

FREEZERS 
Free used antifreeze
Smokey Creek Salvage

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815 

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 

(ALCS) successfully captured 10 caribou 
on March 29 from three locations 
northeast of Nakusp, initiating the third 
operational year of the Central Selkirk 
Caribou Maternity Pen. 

Nine female adults and one female 
calf were captured. The adult caribou 
have previously been captured for the 
maternity pen and the calf was born 
in the pen in 2023. All 10 caribou are 
adjusting nicely. 

The combined effort of 45 people 
across three teams made the capture 
possible, along with three helicopters 
and three pick-up trucks. The capture 
teams were led by expert wildlife capture 
personnel, the provincial government 
Caribou Recovery Team, wildlife 
veterinarians, local stakeholders, Colville 
Confederated Tribes members and The third year of Nakusp’s caribou maternity pen is underway, with 10 animals captured.

Third annual caribou capture at Central Selkirk Maternity Pen
ALCS volunteers. 

Caribou were captured and 
transported by helicopter to the landing 
zone near the maternity pen, where they 
were transferred into a pick-up with an 
attendant and carefully transported to 
the maternity pen. At the pen, wildlife 
veterinarians checked the animals 
and collected baseline health samples 
and data. We will know more from 
these samples in the following weeks, 
including how many of the cows are 
pregnant. 

ALCS elected to use pick-up trucks 
to transport the caribou from the landing 
zone to the maternity pen this year 
because of the low snowpack on the road. 
The low snowpack created challenges 
with capturing caribou in the field, as 
the animals were located in areas with 
more forest cover than their typical late 
winter habitat. 

The purpose of maternity penning 
is to ensure pregnant cows are safe from 
predators during calving and to increase 
calf survival. This period of time in the 
pen also allows the animals to be fed a 
high-nutrition diet, which improves their 
overall health and body condition. 

The caribou will be kept in the 
pen through calving in May and June, 
until late July, depending on various 
factors, including temperature in the 
pen. Caribou will be fed and closely 
monitored by maternity pen shepherds, 
with assistance from the ALCS project 
team. 

Disturbance in the vicinity of the 
maternity pen will be managed through 
controlled access on Kuskanax Forest 
Service Road. A gate and information 
signage have been installed 600 metres 
up the FSR from Hot Springs Road. The 
gate will be closed as necessary during 

critical periods – for example during 
calving in May. Outside of these critical 
times, slow, quiet, and respectful access 
will be possible as per posted signage 
and under the direction of ALCS and the 
Ministry of Forests. 

Thank you to the community and 
local stakeholder groups for supporting 

this project. Follow this project on our 
website (www.arrowlakescaribousociety.
com) and social media for more 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  F a c e b o o k :  @
arrowlakescaribou, Instagram: @
arrow_lakes_caribou. Or, for more 
information contact the society by 
emailing al.caribou.society@gmail.com.

Call Or Text: 250-916- 9118
Email: Arrowlakesboarding@gmail.com
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

CONSTRUCTION

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

April 26,
2024

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

submitted
The federal  government’s 

plan to phase out gas and diesel 
passenger vehicles by 2035 requires 
the Canadian economy to shift, with 
battery recycling at the forefront in 
the Lower Columbia region of BC’s 
Southern Interior. 

E c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t 
agency Lower Columbia Initiatives 
Corporation (LCIC) is leading the 
charge by investigating ways to 
further augment the region’s battery 
hub operations and diversify its 
economy.

“We have clean power, and we 
have lots of water available, and 
we’re on our way to establishing 
a battery hub,” says Jacomien van 
Tonder, director of Metal Tech 
Alley, a subsidiary of the LCIC 
and global leader in the industrial 
circular economy. “We’re telling 

Battery hub feasible for BC’s southern interior, study finds
the world: we’re open for business, 
and we believe the circular economy 
movement can make environmental 
protection profitable.”

Rich in natural resources and 
home to Teck Trail Operations and 
established battery recycling facilities 
and processing plants KC Recycling 
and Cirba Solutions, the region 
is no stranger to heavy industry. 
LCIC’s newly released Metal Tech 
Alley Battery Hub Feasibility Study 
examines the area’s existing entities 
and recommends ways to further 
develop an industrial cluster primed 
for battery recycling. 

The study focuses on three 
recommendations: exploring niche 
battery manufacturing, particularly 
where the handling of heavy metals 
and plastics can be easily combined; 
establishing a research laboratory 
to leverage regional metallurgical 

strengths and cater to emerging 
national recycling priorities; and 
determining the feasibility of circular 
economy principles within the existing 
battery manufacturing process.

The report, issued on the heels 
of Teck Trail evaluating the potential 
development of a large-scale lithium-
ion battery recycling facility, is timely. 
First-generation electric vehicle (EV) 
batteries are expected to near the end 
of their life cycle by the mid- to late-
2020s, approximately 10 years after 
the first wave of mass-produced EVs 
hit the market. Demand for battery 
recycling facilities will only increase 
in the future, according to van Tonder.

“We want to expand on the battery 
recycling we already have going on 
and bring new developments,” she 
says, adding that the feasibility study 
has validated their plans to grow 
regional capacity. “If you look at the 

electric vehicle targets from the BC 
and federal governments, a lot of 
batteries will need to be recycled in 
the next five to 10 years. Every EV has 
both lead and lithium-ion batteries. We 
have capacity for both types, so we’re 
trying to prepare for that influx now.”

Under Canada’s new Electric 
Vehicle Availability Standard, auto 
manufacturers and importers are 
mandated to meet annual zero-
emission vehicle (ZEV) sales targets, 
starting with a requirement that 20% 
of new light-duty vehicles be ZEVs 
in the 2026 model year. These targets 
rise annually until they reach 100% 
in 2035. A recent report by Statistics 
Canada highlights the trickle-down 
impacts these standards are having 
on consumers, revealing that ZEVs 
accounted for 12.1% of all new 
vehicles registered in 2023’s third 
quarter, marking a notable increase 

from 8.7% in the same period of 2022. 
“We see this as a critical need 

and an economic development 
opportunity,” says van Tonder. 
“That’s the motivation behind the 
feasibility study: how do we diversify 
the economy of this region while also 
planning for the future?”

The report,  funded by the 
provincial government, will serve 
as a foundation for the economic 
development agency to develop 
a business plan to attract battery 
recycling companies to the Lower 
Columbia. Although it also highlights 
challenges such as competing against 
denser population centres, the need 
to strengthen supply chains, and 
socio-economic factors such as the 
universal housing crisis and regulatory 
complexities, LCIC sees this as 
constructive feedback to help them 
develop and grow a robust battery hub.
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

Allan Royden 
Warner

(August 29, l926 - 
March 27, 2024)  

Allan was born in Calgary, 
August 29, 1926 and died peacefully 
at the Peace Arch Lodge in White 
Rock at the age of 97.

Allan was the 3rd son of Robert 
Warner (a former Mayor of Slocan 
City), and Rosina Warner.  He was 
raised on a homestead on the west 
side of the Slocan River, now known 
as Greensong.  

He was predeceased by his wife and 
soulmate, Joyce; his parents, Robert 

and Rosina Warner; his brothers, Harvard Warner and Freemont Warner and 
niece Dianne Castle. He is survived by his stepsons Richard, John and 
Mitchell Black. He is admired and remembered by nephews James 
(Bonnie) Warner of East Sooke; Rick Warner of Prince George; Gerry 
(Sandy)Warner of Cranbrook; Daryl (Barb) Warner of Creston; nieces 
Linda (Neil) Roth of  Skookumchuck and Lorraine (Kuris) Raits of 
Passmore, as well as his many beloved great-nephews and nieces. 

Allan loved the jagged peaks of the rugged Valhalla Range that 
overlooked the family farm on which he was raised. He and his brothers 
climbed and hiked there, and took spectacular photographs, fought forest 
fires, gathered huckleberries, and fished the lakes and creeks. His final 
mountain adventure was to return to Valhalla Provincial Park to celebrate 
the newly named Warner Ridge in recognition of his pioneering family. In 
the late 1990s, he and more than a dozen family members helicoptered 
into Warner Ridge to commemorate the occasion.

When he was in his 90s, Allan wrote a book about the early years, 
as a gift to the family. A copy was seen by Rory Lindsay, who thought it 
deserved a larger audience. So, with the aid of Rory, Greg Nesteroff, and 
the Slocan Historical Society, Allan returned to Slocan City, flanked with 4 
generations of Warners, to release his published book, WARNERS IN THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY: A PIONEER FAMILY’S STORY.  He reminisced 
about his electronics store located in Slocan during the Second World 
War, where he was one of the few young men left behind, too young to 
sign up. He joked that he did his civic duty selling records, being a dance 
partner at the Community Hall dances, and helping local homes get their 
first lines of electricity. Once he was of age, he joined the Canadian Peace 
Corps and went to Europe to assist with radio station operations, technical 
services and post-war transitions.

Upon returning to Canada, Allan left the Slocan to pursue new dreams 
on the West Coast, where he thrived for the rest of his life with his wife 
Joyce and 3 stepsons Richard, John, and Mitchell. He had a career in 
telecommunications with Microtel and volunteered with the Unitarian 
Church.

His retirement years were robust with annual boating trips into 
Desolation Sound and along the waters of eastern Vancouver Island. He 
and Joyce also enjoyed winter motorhome excursions down south, and 
numerous trips “up country” to maintain the Kootenay family connections. 
In his final years, his nieces, nephews, stepsons, and great nephews and 
nieces remained in contact with him through phone calls, Facetime, 
letter writing and personal visits to swap stories maintaining their close 
relationship.

Allan was the son of homesteaders, an adventurer, a writer and 
historian. He was raised to survive but driven by his dreams along the 
way. He returned to his roots to share his message of a life well lived. 
“You must have a goal, a dream, a purpose, otherwise what is the point?”

Allan frequently reminisced about his last Kootenay area trip in 
2018, which involved the book release event. He was greatly moved by 
the kindness of Slocan folks for supporting him and helping his story 
become available.

In his latter years he was again thankful to the generosity of Slocan 
Valley residents for satisfying his yearning for huckleberry jam.  A friend 
put out the word that Allan was in need of jam, and two wonderful jam 
makers rose to provide. Three jars of huckleberry jam were sent to his 
residence.   What joy! He cherished that jam for a very long time. Many 
thanks to all of you.

Pat Judd (representing NACFOR) presents Linda VanImmerzeel (representing AL Hospital 
Foundation) with a $5,000 donation toward the purchase of Mega Code Kelly:  advanced 

health educational equipment for use by the staff of Arrow Lakes Hospital.

$5000 donation from 
NACFOR

by Joanne Feenstra
Council agreed in principle to 

move forward with a lease agreement 
with the Grizz Food Truck for the 
property at the corner of Harold and 
Ward, where the former Women’s 
Institute building sits.

The Grizz operators Jérémi 
Buzolitch-Roy, Marie-Eve Nadeau, 
Anka Buzolitch and Ryan Telegdy 
submitted a letter to council with 
the request. The food truck and 
accompanying electrical trailer 
would be situated on the lot, with the 
entrance to the food truck facing Ward 
Street. The food truck would operate 
independently of the old WI building. 
They indicated that they would 
pay a monthly fee, would pay for 
connections to water and electricity 
hookups, and would establish a 
wastewater management system. The 
letter said they would like to store 
the truck and electrical trailer on-site 
in the off season and would also be 
careful to maintain the property. 

CAO Gordon told council there 
were no plans for the property at this 
point. The building was condemned in 
2015 and has remained unused since. 
It sits on a viable commercial property 
in the core of downtown Slocan.

Councillor Jordan Knott said he 
thought this was a great idea, and 
would help revitalize the commercial 
core. 

When the building on this 
property was in use, it housed the 
municipal fire siren and was tested 
every Sunday morning. At different 
times, the building housed the RCMP 
Community Outreach, Girl Guides, 
a daycare, an acupuncturist, and the 
fire hall. It was heated mainly by 
wood and was used as a community 
warming centre in the winter. 
Rezoning the motel

Rezoning of the Slocan Motel 
property to  al low long-term 
residential use did not move ahead at 
the April 8 council meeting. Council 
decided not to give any readings to the 
zoning amendment bylaw because no 
clean-up work has been done on the 
property since owner Richard Cutler 
discussed this with council a month 
ago. Council asked CAO Michelle 
Gordon to contact Cutler and reiterate 
that clean-up is a condition of the 
rezoning.
Earth Day event at Ripley’s

The Village will contribute $300 
to the ‘Digg the Earth’ Earth Day 
event at Ripley’s Gardens.

Danielle Bedard, owner of 
Ripley’s Gardens, submitted the 
request. She estimates about 100 
people will attend the event on 
Sunday, April 21, which will run from 
9 am to 4:30 pm with a kids’ zone and 
planting activities. The $300 from the 
Village will go towards the cost of 
veggie dogs, which will be offered 
free of charge.

When Councillor Madeleine 
Perriere pointed out that council does 
not support businesses financially, 
CAO Gordon explained that this 
is a community event, and related 
advertising will support Earth Day, 
not the business itself.
Housing project open house

CAO Gordon reported that an 

Slocan council, April 8: The Grizz Food Truck asks to move downtown
open house for the affordable housing 
project on Harold Street is scheduled 
for May from 4 to 8 pm at the Legion. 
Requests for proposals have recently 
gone out for geotech and landscaping 
services. 
Beach area issues

Councillor Perriere asked the 
CAO to arrange an in-person meeting 
with Rec Sites and Trails BC about the 
orange mesh surrounding the large 
berms on either side of the head of 

the historical Slocan Valley Rail Trail. 
This has been in place as a temporary 
measure for three years. Perriere 
would like the meeting to take place 
before this summer’s busy season. 

Perriere also suggested that ‘no 
parking’ signs be installed at the 
centre beach entrance, to leave the 
area free for emergency vehicles. The 
two areas for parking for people with 
disabilities would remain as they are. 

Perriere also mentioned that the 

person who owns the dock parked 
out in the middle of the lake is using 
the boat launch area as a permanent 
parking spot. Perriere said people with 
water-only access to their property 
must find a permanent spot in the 
community to park their vehicles, but 
the boat launch area is not an area for 
long-term parking. Administration 

will research the matter. 

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD 
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

Adult female Western Toad carrying her eggs across Highway 31A at Fish Lake. 
Females typically carry around 12,000 eggs that become toadlets.

Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road
• From late April - June, volunteer for a few nights to spend 2 hours just after dark 
moving migrating adult toads to safety off Highway 31A at Fish and Bear lakes. 
Help prevent hundreds of toads from being killed while crossing the highway to 
breed at Fish Lake.
• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor 
toadlet migration. 
Training and honorarium for travel will be provided. 
Please contact: Amber Peters, amber@vws.org 250-358-2333 (leave a message)
	           Cindy Walker, katakwak@hotmail.com 250-505-4532
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VALHALLA WILDERNESS SOCIETY - 2024

SLOCAN VALLEY AREA “H” RURAL 
BEARSMART PROGRAM

Contact Coordinator: Amber Peters 
		  amber@vws.org 250-358-2333 (leave a message)
50% cost-sharing for electric fence chargers and  a limited number  of 
bear-proof garbage bins (Silverton Building Supply) is available for Area H 
residents.	
		  Gillian Sanders, Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions
		  250-353-1137 grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com

Kalli Smith 
& Bradley 

Kooznetsoff
November 8th 2005 
- March 10th 2024 

September 15th 2005 - 
March 10th 2024

Kalli Patricia Rose Smith and 
Bradley John Kooznetsoff from the 
Slocan Valley, British Columbia 
passed away on March 10th, 2024.

They leave behind parents, 
Kevin and Tracey Kooznetsoff, Ryan and Chantal Smith, and siblings 
Ryan Kooznetsoff, Kayl and Emma Smith. As well as their extended 
families and a multitude of friends.

Both are graduates from Mount Sentinel Secondary class of 2023. 
The pair met at the start of their grade 12 year and from that moment on 
were practically inseparable. Family and friends watched the two fall in 
love and start to plan the rest of their lives together. Almost everyone they 
knew would describe them as soulmates. The pair touched everyone they 
met, bringing joy and contagious laughter wherever they went. Whether 
it was having a fire in the middle of the woods or just being bored with 
friends, they always brought life to the party. Kalli and Bradley would 
often be heard cruising around town in Bradley’s prized possession, his 
bright yellow 2003 Mazdaspeed Protegé.

No matter what life decided to throw at them they both kept their 
heads held high and stuck up for each other and the people around them. 
As much as this is a time to grieve, we should also remember that they 
wouldn’t want us to just be sad. They would want us to celebrate the great 
memories and truly how much they inspired and impacted all of our lives.

To Bradley and Kalli, you two will be forever missed and cherished 
for the beautiful souls you are, your kindness and generosity will live on.

Together forever & Forever in our hearts.
The Families would like to take this time to thank the First Responders, 

BC Ambulance Service, the RCMP, Dr. Nic Sparrow, Search and rescue, 
Western Auto Wreckers & towing, Castlegar Funeral Home & everyone 
who came to offer support while we waited.

A joint celebration of life will take place at 3537 Pass Creek Rd. 
Crescent Valley BC on May 4th at 12pm.

Representatives from both the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation and the Nakusp and Area Community Forest met recently with staff of the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital in Nakusp for a demonstration of the capabilities of a recently acquired educational tool “Mega Code Kelly.”  The new piece 
of equipment was purchased for $25,000 by the Hospital Foundation, with a core contribution of $5,000 having been provided by NACFOR.  
Remaining funds were raised thanks to 80 charitable donations during the 2023 Light Up our Hospital Lights campaign.  Colin Watson RN, 

Clinical Practice Educator, demonstrated the mannequin’s remarkable sophistication and capacity for continuing hands-on health education.
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This April, poetry is breaking into 

blossom everywhere. Don’t be surprised 
if everyone suddenly bursts out singing 
(thanks Siegfried Sassoon) during 

Spring blossoming into poetry, art and jobs at the Nakusp Library 
Poetry Month – it’s almost bound to 
happen. 

The Nakusp Public Library would 
like to invite you to hold a poem up to 
the light like a colour slide or press an 

ear against its hive, or waterski across 
its surface, like Billy Collins. And 
this month there are several different 
occasions to do so. 

This Thursday, April 18, at 7 pm 
Jane Byers, Leesa Dean and Rayya 
Liebich are bringing ‘All Things Poetry’ 
to the library. It’s an interactive evening 
of author readings, poetry mad libs, 
writing prompts and more, so bring your 
notebook and sense of adventure.

Jane Byers lives with her wife and 
teenagers in Nelson. Her memoir Small 
Courage: A Queer Memoir of Finding 
Love and Conceiving Family (Caitlin 
Press-Dagger Editions) was released 
in September 2020. She has had poems 
and essays published in anthologies 
and literary journals in Canada, the US 
and England, including Best Canadian 
Poetry 2014.

Leesa Dean is a graduate of the 
University of Guelph’s Creative Writing 
MFA program and an instructor at 
Selkirk College. Her fiction and poetry 
have been nominated for numerous 
awards, and she was runner-up for the 
2022 Pacific Spirit Prize. She lives in 
Krestova (unceded Sinixt territory) with 
her partner and daughter.

Rayya Liebich is a Canadian poet 
of Lebanese and Polish descent. Winner 
of the International Amy MacRae 
Award for Memoir and the Federation 
of BC Writers Literary Contest 
(2022), the Richard Carver Award for 
Emerging Writers (2019), the Geneva 
Literary Award (2015), and the Golden 
Grassroots Chapbook Award (2015), 
her poetry and prose have appeared in 
literary journals internationally.

Then, get out your finest and festive 

glad rags for 7 pm Thursday, April 25, 
when the library’s annual Poetry Night 
returns. You are encouraged to dress up! 
You will encounter amazing, surprising, 
and thought-provoking worlds created 
with each poem, and in addition to words 
– music! – thanks to local musicians 
Rachelle Champagne (recorder) and 
Miranda Hughes (viola).

The art doesn’t stop at poetry – stop 
by and see the new paintings by Nik 
Black and Alexandra Krajewski in the 
lounge and computer stations. 

And in other news, spring is here, 
and the library is hiring! They are 
looking for a part-time on-call library 
assistant, and will also be hiring for a 
summer student in the near future. For 
more information, contact the library via 
email at contact@nakusplibrary.ca, or 
phone 250-265-3363 during open hours. 

Grow Show book 
launch: Celebrate 
4/20 at the 
Nelson Museum
submitted

Shakespeare (may have) smoked 
it. Bill Clinton definitely smoked it, but 
didn’t inhale. The Kootenays grew it – 
a lot of it. And now the Nelson Museum 
has published a book about it.

Grow Show, a beautiful 144-
page coffee table book filled with 
installation images, archival photos, 
and commissioned artwork, was 
inspired by the 2021 award-winning 
exhibition of the same name. It 
explores cannabis culture in the 
Kootenays through many different 
lenses including agriculture, economy, 
culture, politics, and community 
perspectives. Grow Show is the first 
collection of its kind – telling the 
story from the perspective of growers, 
smokers, advocates, dissenters, and 
enforcers. Many of the stories in Grow 
Show have never been shared publicly; 
together they chronicle an underground 
economy that built a small rural town 
in the BC Interior into the birthplace of 
legendary BC Bud.

Join MC Adam O. Thomas and 
Curator Arin Fay for an evening of 
storytelling at the official launch of 
Grow Show on Saturday, April 20 from 
7 to 9 pm. Some very special guest 
storytellers will be taking the stage 
to discuss the legends and lore of the 
cannabis industry. The event is free and 
refreshments will be served.


