Alchemy at the art gallery

by Moe Lyons

“Judy is a legend,” says Nelson
ArtWalk founder Anne DeGrace.
“I’ve been here for 45 years and she
was a legend before I even met her.”

The Judy in question is Judy
Wapp, whose work is currently
featured at the Nelson Museum,
Archives & Gallery. VisuALchemy
is the title of a retrospective
show displaying her detailed and
provocative collage art.

“I use images from the mass
media to give a second look at what
surrounds us every day,” states
Wapp.

Over 100 friends, family and
admirers showed up at the opening
on March 23, many of them sporting
neckties in tribute. The entry to the
show featured a power pole with
neckties wrapped around it. “This is
certainly the first time we have ever
erected a power pole at this gallery!”
remarked curator Arin Fay. The ties
were a tribute to the whimsical folk-
art installation created by Judy and
her husband David Everest when
years ago they put neckties on power
poles all along the highway out by
Balfour. For years, it was a deep,
dark secret who was responsible for
this phenomenon, and it created quite
a stir even beyond the Kootenays.
Anyone who knew who did it was
sworn to secrecy.

In her curatorial statement about
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Judy’s work, Fay says, “In getting to
know Judy’s evolution as an artist,
through her work, her family, and the
numerous clippings that exist from
regional press in the Archives, as well
as living here in the early "90s as an
emerging artist myself, Judy always
gave off star vibes (think leopard
print sunglasses and a megawatt
smile). And yet, her attitude has
always felt grassroots and generous,

more about life as art than art as
a commodity, and a theatrical and
playful pragmatism about the path
she has chosen to follow.”

“I always felt that art belongs
in public spaces, like laundromats,
cafes, and alley walls, where people,
like me, can pause and look at it as
they go about their daily lives,” states
Wapp.

The show also featured Wapp’s

son Josh and his cartoons, and
daughter Bessie as a performer.
The high point of the evening for
many was when Bessie entered the
room on tall stilts, attired in glittered
bell bottoms and disguised as Elvis
Presley. She stalked throughout the
room singing ‘Love Me Tender’ and
even kicked up her heels. At the end
she reached down from her great
height and kissed her mother. There

was scarcely a dry eye in the room.
The show is a testament to years
of creativity infused with incisive
wit. Attendees were mesmerized
as they examined her complex yet
entertaining body of work. The New
Denver community, which Judy has
been part of for the last several years,
is fortunate to have such a special
person living out her life in its midst.
The show runs until June 22.

Bessie Wapp entered the room on tall stilts, attired in glittered bell bottoms and disguised as
Elvis Presley. At the end she reached down from her great height and kissed her mother.

The show is a testament to years of creativity infused with incisive wit. Attendees were
mesmerized as they examined her complex yet entertaining body of work.
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Zincton and Mt. Brennan proposals considered ‘high hazard,” says Ktunaxa report

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

A recent Ktunaxa Nation study
has found that the Zincton Resort and
Mt. Brennan Backwoods Recreation

STORIES IN NESTS
Nests show us how birds see the
world—how they perceive the home for
raising chicks, what building materials
they choose, which location appeals.
Robins seek out mud to make a clay
liner for their nests. Kingfishers whack
earth out of a bank to make burrows for
their eggs. Dippers fashion nests from
moss by mountain streams.

proposals would present significant
risks to grizzly bear, wolverine and
other wildlife, and could compromise
the ability of the Ktunaxa people
to exercise their rights and cultural
traditions in the Hwy 31A corridor
area.

“These proposed developments
are excluded from any apparent
strategic or regional-scale land
stewardship planning processes that
involve Indigenous peoples, nor do
they consider the cumulative impacts
of existing and new proposed land
use activities,” the study states.

The report notes that much of
the corridor area between Kaslo
and New Denver is already tenured
to heli- and cat-skiing and other
commercial recreation operations.
“The cumulative effects of these
existing recreational tenures
interacting with new operations
proposed by the Zincton All-
Season Resort and Mount Brennan
Backwoods Recreation represent
a matter of grave concern to us as
Ktunaxa citizens,” the report says.

The Ktunaxa Nation Council
decided to do the study after
learning about the two commercial
recreation proposals in spring 2020.
Concerned about “the scale and pace
of development coupled with an
apparent lack of regional land-use
planning” in this area, they set out to
evaluate the impacts of existing and
proposed recreation activities as well
as past and present resource activities
in the area.

Study findings

The study evaluates impacts on
several species of wildlife as well as
old forest and huckleberry. Grizzly
bear and wolverine were chosen

as the ‘key benchmark species’
because of their specialized habitat
requirements, known sensitivity to
recreational activities, and local data
availability.

The study found that grizzly and
wolverine habitat quality is already
compromised in the area, and would
decline by a further 50% if the two
proposed projects went ahead.

There would be a loss in habitat
connectivity for both species, the
study says. “The unavoidable loss of
functional habitat and connectivity
may well be one of the most severe
impacts.”

Highway mortality for moose and
western toad would be expected to
rise, and disturbance to western toad
habitats would also be anticipated.

The study predicts that about
94% of the huckleberry patches in
the area would be compromised.
Huckleberries are an important food
source for grizzlies, and a culturally
important plant for the Ktunaxa.
Research methods

Existing knowledge and
computer modelling were the
research methods used for the study.
The authors gathered information
from citizens, subject matter experts
and western science biologists. They
did computer simulations of current
conditions and future condition
scenarios using ALCES Online, a
“spatially explicit simulation engine
which attempts to map historical,
current, and potential future changes
to ecosystems, communities, and
economies caused by land use,
climate change, and natural disaster.”
Consultation

The report says that in order for
consultation on the two proposals to

be meaningful, “the Province must
consider and address our concerns
regarding cumulative effects, as
supported by the evidence from
this report... The risk is that,
without adequate assessment and
consultation, the combined effect of
these activities will further displace us
from our homeland and interfere with
the exercise of our Ktunaxa rights.
Consultation cannot be meaningful if
each project is reviewed in isolation
and without taking into account the
broader cumulative effects picture.”
Recreation proposals

The proposed Zincton project

would encompass 5,500 hectares.
The resort would have a lift service
into the backcountry for skiing in
winter and hiking in summer. It
would include a village on private
land, and a backcountry lodge on
Crown land.

The Mount Brennan Backwoods
Recreation (MBBR) proposal is for
a 618-hectare Crown land tenure
for non-mechanized all-season
adventure tourism: hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing,
ski touring and mountaineering. The
proposed tenure is adjacent to and
overlaps with Zincton’s.

Kalesnikoff tobuild second
mass timber facility

submitted

Kalesnikoff has announced in a
press release that it will break ground
soon on a new mass timber facility.

“We have experienced
consistently strong interest and
demand in our initial mass timber
investment announced almost
exactly five years ago,” said Chris
Kalesnikoff, Chief Operating Officer
of Kalesnikoff Mass Timber. “This
additional offering of leading mass
timber products and services for
the North American construction
industry will support mass timber
buildings including student and
workforce housing, prefabricated
housing and other mass timber
projects.”

The facility is expected to be open
by the end of the year, employing up
to 90 people. Kalesnikoff hasn’t
announced the facility’s exact
location, but says it will be in the
Nelson-Castlegar corridor.

“The new facility will operate
locally, complementing Kalesnikoff’s
two existing operations,” the press

release says.

Kalesnikoff’s initial mass timber
facility, located in South Slocan,
launched in 2019 with 60 jobs and
now employs 160 people. The
existing Kalesnikoff sawmill in
Thrums will provide the wood for
both mass timber locations.

“Housing is one of the key issues
facing not only British Columbia but
North America, which is contributing
to significant construction industry
labour shortages. This new initiative
creates more opportunity to work in
partnership with current and new
construction industry customers to
create and manufacture customized
pre-fabricated solutions and products
for growing and evolving housing
types and needs,” Kalesnikoff said.

New and expanded products
and services will include modular
construction, prefabricated mass
timber and light frame components,
and custom installation-ready
products to meet customers’ needs.
It will also increase Kalesnikoff’s
glue laminated timber capacity.

Kalesnikoff has announced that it will break ground soon on a new mass timber facility.
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Local fundraiser held for Palestine Children’s Relief Fund

by Art Joyce

The Brilliant Cultural Centre was
the venue for an event on March 24
that raised money for civilian victims
of Israel’s war on Gaza. Organized by
Nadine Podmoroff, the event included
both Palestinian and Jewish presenters.

The designated charity for receipt of
the more than $4,500 raised at the event
is the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund
(PCRF), which is wholly dedicated
to Palestinian aid. International aid
auditor Charity Navigators has awarded
the PCRF a four-star top rating for 11
consecutive years. Only 3% of assessed
charities have received this rating.

The program was opened by
Doukhobor spiritual leader J.J. Verigin,
who noted that three educational events
on the Gaza conflict were recently held
in the Kootenay-Boundary region. “We
don’t want the accusation that we do
nothing while others suffer; so we are
very pleased and honoured to be at this
event.” Kootenay Muslim Association
representative Hamza Al-Hanafy, a
Castlegar resident, offered a prayer
to bless the event. Doukhobor singers
sang the Russian Lord’s Prayer “Otcha
Nash” and the audience enjoyed two
songs from the Children’s Voices of
Change choir.

Podmoroff followed Verigin with
updated information on the situation in
Gaza. Nearly 100 journalists have been
targeted and killed since the conflict
began October 7, and communications
infrastructure bombed, so it’s difficult
to get accurate information. The UN
and Al-Jazeera estimate 32,070 civilian
deaths and 74,298 injured, with 50%
of these casualties children, and 8,000
missing. For comparison, Israeli
officials revised the death toll in Israel
down from 1,405 to 1,139, with nearly
9,000 injuries. Gaza’s 36 hospitals have
been partially or wholly destroyed by
bombing on the premise that they are
Hamas hideouts, a claim international

medical staff and aid workers say has no
basis in reality. “Torture of Palestinians
is ongoing and food and medical
aid is being blocked by Israel,” said
Podmoroff. “The level of cruelty we
are witnessing is inhuman.”

Hannah Hadikin, co-chair of
Canadian Voice of Women for Peace,
spoke about the alarming growth of
militarism during the 21st century all
over the world, with NATO providing
support for much of it. Counting the
current conflict, Gaza has been the
subject of five major attacks by Israel
since 2005. Hadikin said women suffer
disproportionately in that part of the
world — 15,000 pregnant women in
Palestine have no access to medical
facilities for pre- or post-natal care.
Levels of miscarriage are expected to
increase. Famine resulting from Israel’s
aid blockade will make women’s
situation far worse. There are currently
17,000 orphaned and unaccompanied
children in Palestine, said Hadikin.

Sid Shniad, Independent Jewish
Voice Canada, laid the blame for the
Gaza crisis at the feet of Zionism,
an extreme right-wing philosophy.
“Zionism arose when European
colonialism was in full bloom and shares
its basic tenets,” he said. “The impact
of Zionism on Palestinian and Lebanese
peoples has been consistently ignored
in this discussion.” He showed maps
that reveal the continually shrinking
portion of Palestinian settlements
since 1948, when 700,000 Palestinians
were forcibly evicted from Palestine
by Israel. “In order to create a Jewish
majority, the Israeli state employed a
policy of ethnic cleansing,” he said.
LJVC supports the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS) movement to
pressure Israel economically. Shniad
explained that while antisemitism is
very real, it is unfairly weaponized
against critics of Israeli government
policy.

BC-born Gera Hanafy of the
Kootenay Muslim Association spoke
“to humanize the Palestinian people,”
in contrast to Israeli government
officials’ statements that they are
“human animals.” She explained
that Palestinians do not have the
support of other countries for modern
military equipment or strategic aid.
Instead, Hamas has fought back with
makeshift weapons and homemade
bombs, resulting in accusations of
terrorism. By contrast, Israel receives
$3.3 billion annually in military aid
from the US alone, with state-of-the-
art weaponry. “The iron wall around
Gaza has created the world’s largest
open-air concentration camp, complete
with 24/7 surveillance with drones,
cameras and towers with snipers,” said
Hanafy. “Over 25,000 people have been
murdered by the IDF (Israel Defense
Force), including women and children.”

Randy Janzen, retired instructor of
Peace and Justice Studies and former
chair of the Mir Centre for Peace,
spoke of his work in conflict resolution
overseas, including Palestine’s West
Bank. “I volunteered to monitor a
checkpoint that children had to pass
through every day on their way to
school. The soldiers’ purpose was to
humiliate them and make their lives
miserable. Even throwing a stone
could get a child killed. In spite of so
much despair I saw there, every child’s
birthday, every wedding or birth was
cause for celebration. All of us need to
continue to push for a ceasefire.”

Jennah Hanafy spoke about actions
the audience could take by boycotting
a long list of corporations that directly
or indirectly provide aid to Israel,
including Indigo Books, Chevron,
Disney, Paramount, McDonald’s,
Burger King, Starbucks, PepsiCo
brands and countless others. Amazon
and Google have a $1.2 billion
contract to provide surveillance and

Regional hospital district taxes to increase by 2%

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

The West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital District board
adopted this year’s $16,097,641
budget at its March 27 meeting.

Taxation will rise by 2% this
year, making up $4,923,380 of the
district’s budget. For taxpayers, this
works out to $15.76 per $100,000 in
assessed property value.

Most of the rest of the hospital
district’s revenue comes from
borrowing ($9.8 million in 2024) and
accumulated surplus ($1.1 million).

The board was given three
taxation scenarios to choose from:
reduce by 5%, keep equal to 2023,
or increase by 5%.

Village of Salmo Director Diana
Lockwood brought forward the 2%
increase option. “In the Regional
District of Central Kootenay, we’ve
heard loud and clear how much
everybody’s being affected by the tax
increases,” she said. “Two percent
would keep us bumping along.”

Todd Mastel from Interior Health
presented IH’s funding requests for
the year, which total $2,005,520.
Mastel said this is a “one-year low

point.” In 2022, the WKBRHD
contributed $7.4 million to IH. In
2023, it was $4.4 million.

“It’s important for us to not
assume that what we’re currently
looking at is what will be continued,”
said Area D Director Aimee Watson,
regarding the low funding request.
Delays in projects have helped
reduce the budget, she said, but that
doesn’t mean big projects aren’t
coming eventually.

Mastel gave the board the heads
up on some costly projects in the next
two years. Both Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital (KBRH) and
Kootenay Lake Hospital (KLH) will
need new CT scanners. KBRH’s
will likely be replaced next year,
and KLH’s the year after. The two
scanners come with a $3-$4 million
price tag.

The hospital district generally
pays 40% of the cost of approved
projects, with the remaining 60%
funded by the provincial government.
Some major projects this year include
anew fire alarm system at Castlegar
District Health Centre (WKBRHD to
pay $550,100),a waste and cardboard
compactor at KLH ($208,300), and

a building voltage regulation system
($224 880), also at KLH.

The big ongoing project is the
KBRH expansion project. The
regional hospital district was able to
use reserve funds to pay for phase
one of this project, saving significant
interest costs. However, borrowing
for phase two will need to begin in
2024. WKBRHD has committed up
to $15,510,000 for phase two, but
decided to borrow only $9,819,192
for the project in 2024. This keeps
debt payments down to an estimated
$701,000 and will allow the district
to meet its commitments to the end
of the year.

The board decided to contribute
$960,091 to reserves this year. “The
reserve contribution in 2024 will
allow flexibility to cover this loan
payment and IHA asks in future
years,” says a staff report.

The report also states: “Due to
the borrowing costs that will start in
2025, and the lower than usual ask
from IHA this year, the expectation
is that there will be a tax increase
in 2025 regardless of the scenario
the board chooses and could be
significant.”

IT technology for the Israeli military
and government. She noted several
websites such as “Who Profits — The
Israeli Occupation Industry Company
Database” and the BDS website.
Hanafy urged the audience to instead
support local businesses whenever
possible.

Maxime Kaufman-Lacusta of
Independent Jewish Voices Canada
closed the program with her own

experiences volunteering for peace
initiatives in Israel and Palestine,
where she worked as Hebrew-English
translator. She is the author of Refusing
to Be Enemies. “I was impressed
with the wide variety of non-violent
resistance to Israeli occupation. Most
Palestinians I spoke to condemned
violence.” Donations can be made at
the PCRF webpage ‘Fundraiser Gaza
Kootenays.’

Hey, Kitty..!

Dear Kitty,

I’ve been numbing myself with one substance or another
for as long as | can remember. Now newly sober, | can’t re-
member what it’s like to function as a normal member of
society. Sure; Get up, brush teeth, and go to work. But how
do | Human again in my free time? - Boring, boring, boring.

Dear Boring, boring, boring,
| feel you. Life upon waking is a strange beast. When your
free time is no longer monopolized by fun juice, smokables,
edibles, et cetera, you’re left with a gaping hole as the clock
ticks and the anxiety rises. In such times of trouble, channel
your inner boy/girl scout and Be Prepared: Stock your fridge
with healthy (and not-so-healthy) treats that you loved as a
kid. Grab your favourite blanket and line up some shows on
Netflix that you were too janked up to remember watching
the first time. Run a bath and swirl some fancy stuff in it.
In other words, start with the basics and baby yourself. In
time, you’ll regain energy and the focus to remember the
passions buried deep inside of you.
Stay true,
Kitty

I’d love to hear from you: Please submit your questions to
advice.heykitty@gmail.com. All submissions are kept strictly
anonymous. The opinions in this column are by no means a
replacement for the advice of a licensed professional. Please
seek help if you are in need.

Lucerne Association for

Community Education (LACE)
AGM to be held on Wednesday, April 17
Bosun Hall at 7:00 pm

Come and find out all that LACE does for
the community.

We manage and maintain Bosun Hall and run the Donation
Store with all proceeds going to the upkeep of Bosun Hall.
Hope to see you there!
Membership $5.00 annually




Sue Big Oil

I applaud Slocan council for
being smart enough to sign on to the
Sue Big Oil campaign. I hope other
local municipalities and the regional
district will join as well. Why should
the taxpayers be on the hook for the
damage the big oil companies are
causing? They’ve known for decades
that their business practices would
cause the kind of damage we’re
seeing and will see much more of.

Tia Leschke
Winlaw

Government

There are strong indications
that the federal and provincial
governments are not home anymore.
My recent experience regarding toxic
agents used in the ‘war on weeds’ is
proving just that. I spent many, many
weeks tracking down who might be
responsible. I sent registered letters,
made phone calls, tried to contact
the ombudsperson — nothing — until
today. Then to find out that the one
lady from the Invasive Species
department is now retired and the
other one “gone till April.” Oh, but
there is the supervisor somewhere
that knows everything. Just what
does it take to rouse these people,
government employees, “there for
their constituents™?

The lady I finally spoke to today
had no clue about 2.4-D, its use in
Vietnam, and the children still born
with terrible conditions from that
past crime. She had no clue about
Dicamba, its volatile nature, how
it will displace again with the right
weather conditions. The answer was,
“We do not spray by helicopter.”
Lady, this stuff does not need a
helicopter. It is evil that rises on its
own.

The one hand does not know
what the other hand is doing. Total
chaos.

Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Burial

It’s a very neat thing, all those
characters, once so lively and
important in our community. Loved,
shiny, doing their thing.

And they lie deep in our precious
Earth now... Dumont, what a
wonderful place... next to each other,
very quiet, very respectful. And we,
their friends, go there, very quietly,
very respectfully, or maybe the kids
run around, just happy.

When we’ve done our best,
even though it seems it’s never good
enough, and lie there amongst our old
community folks, it’s an okay thing.
But there’s another crop coming,
and they haven’t ‘done their thing’
or even half of it. For them I mourn,
those taken too early by society’s
nightmares — car crashes, accidents
of one kind or another. But especially
of addictions, whether it’s the age-
old curse of alcohol or the newer
and oh so much more deadly and
reprehensible fentanyl, crystal meth:
those ugly things that have no place.
Then it is that I don’t feel glad and
respectful. It is then that I want to
tear up cement, level offices, scream
to our societies: stop this happening!
And hold those who have lost these
ones in tenderness, wishing them
strength to fight for the others who
are coming.

The main demographic these
days of death by overdose is males in
their late 30s and 40s. Hey, that’s us
older ones’ replacement generation.
GGRRRRRR!

Daphne Fields
Slocan

A call for esprit
de corps

As I enjoy these unseasonably
warm springlike days, I don’t want
to think about last year’s fires and
smoke. We roll our eyes even while
we agree that this beautiful weather
likely comes at a price. The future
looks scary, but what to do? What
will armour our community most
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OPINION

effectively against fire and drought is
if we work together now to prepare
ourselves.

In a small village like Kaslo,
foresightful teamwork and
cooperation will help prevent our
community from burning. We need
to remove the flammable brush and
debris around our homes, make sure
all nooks, crannies, roofs and gutters
are completely clean of material that
could kindle a flame. We need to
remove all vegetation within five feet
of our houses. This not only works
toward saving our own home, but
also benefits neighbours who are
consequently less at risk than they
would otherwise have been.

In the conflagration on Maui last
year, one home was miraculously
spared, when the greedy flames were
denied that meal. There is a reason
why it was spared. The house was
firesmarted almost by accident, when
the owners removed all vegetation
from around it, and used stone to
mulch the immediate perimeter.

Some people may say there’s
no point firesmarting their dwelling
because it isn’t going to happen
to them, and if it does, we are
all lost anyway. But firesmarting
now is not an exercise in futility;
it is a proactive, constructive and
community-minded action that may
actually save us.

We can see a potent example of
forethoughtfulness and community
cooperation in Lardeau. It would
greatly benefit Kaslo and area to
follow Lardeau’s example. The
writing is on the wall: fire is coming
our way — if not this year, then soon.

Christopher Klassen
Kaslo

Is curbside
garbage
collection really
needed?

I just learned that my home in
Lemon Creek is not in the proposed
curbside garbage collection area.
But I fear that things could change
in the future if the referendum goes
through. I ask the voters on this: Do
you really need curbside collection?

There are already existing private
collection services for people who
cannot care for their garbage due
to age, health, and immobility.
Can‘t neighbours help each other if
necessary? Are the $300 in taxes per
household per year not desperately
needed for many families to cover

rising living expenses?

We know reducing garbage is
an environmental necessity. We can
bring reusable bags, containers, etc.
for shopping. We can buy unpackaged
products from local growers and
markets. We can motivate local
stores and big grocery chains to
move to non-plastic-bagged products
by preferably buying them. We
can recycle with the well-working
recycling system we already have.
We can compost. We can reduce our
garbage to almost nothing, or collect
it and dispose of it at the transfer
stations for a small fee. With all this,
is curbside collection needed?

People with long driveways will
have to carry their bins to the pick-up
spot anyways. Imagine, everybody’s
garbage sitting on the road. A feast
and open restaurant for wildlife,
bears in particular. The buffet is
open, inviting, and free. Poor bears,
in the end, will get killed.

Who can be behind this idea?
People who are too lazy to reduce
and recycle and ignorant about the
existing possibilities? Someone who
intends to make money? Someone
who lobbies politicians in their
direction? I hope the majority of the
eligible Valley voters will vote NO.

Elisabeth von Ah

Lemon Creek
The West

‘The West’ includes the EU,
Britain, Canada, Israel — and the
overall ruler of these states, the
United States, who sometimes shares
their kingdom with Israel. The West
loves war, especially war against
the oil-rich nations. I came across
a view from someone outside our
dominating world that offered me a
chance for self-reflection.

Views of a Middle East Scholar:
“And you’re (the West) the last
people in the world to tell anyone
else on Earth about logic, reason
and sense. Your Western, so-called
Enlightenment civilization is a
monstrosity in human history.
You’ve committed genocide after
genocide, and you’re committing
one right now in Gaza. Your logical,
rational , reasonable European powers
obliterated the Native Americans.
You systematically dehumanized and
enslaved Africans for centuries. You
carried out population extermination
in Namibia, in Congo, in Algeria, and
on your own continent against the
Jews, the Holocaust, the Gypsies,
the Muslims in Bosnia, and on and
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on. You can’t talk about rationality
and reason. You must be joking. You
can only say that if you live inside
of your own Western propaganda
echo chamber. It’s an absurd thing.
It’s just as absurd as calling yourself
democracies. You created societies
that socialize wealth, that sanctify
the rich, giving them near holy
authority. You didn’t abandon the
papal tyranny. You just shifted into
morality-free private sector. It makes
sense to you in your enlightened logic
and reason that sick people in your
societies, for example, can suffer and
die if they are poor, and that every
human interaction and every human
endeavor should be monetized in
order for it to have any value, and
whatever can be monetized should
therefore be socially acceptable and
respectable no matter how deranged
and perverse it is.”

After the 9/11 World Trade
Centre tragedy, President Bush Jr was
in a class talking to schoolchildren.
When asked for his comment to
the American people, he said, “Go
shopping.” In that moment, Bush Jr
even monetized terrorism.

Lee Hammond
New Denver

Carbon tax and
sales tax rebates

The current price of a litre of
gasoline at the Husky in Kaslo is
$1.699 per litre (March 26, 2024),
of which the BC government claims
14.31 cents is carbon tax since April
1,2023. That is 8.4% of the cost of a
litre of gasoline. On April 1,2024 the
carbon tax rises to 17.61, a 3.3 cent
rise per litre. If all other costs stay the
same, the price of a litre will rise to
$1.732.Thatis a 1.9% increase in the
cost of a litre of gasoline, not the 23%
increase the federal Conservatives
are claiming is going to happen.

In the interim, the federal
Conservatives, BC United and BC
Conservatives are refusing to tell
me how much of my $1,223.12 Tand
my spouse are going to lose from
our federal and provincial sales tax
rebate, if they abolish the carbon
tax. That rebate would allow me to
offset the carbon tax on 6,946 litres
of gasoline. Of far more concern
to me is the fact that Suncor only
pays $1.67 per tonne in carbon tax,
whereas Canadian residents pay $65
per tonne.

Addressing the inequity between
corporate and individual carbon
tax rates is of far more interest to
me. [ am now wondering if the real
aim of federal Conservatives, BC
United and BC Conservatives is to
further shift the cost of government
off large corporations and more onto
the backs of low- and middle-income
Canadians.

Those three parties stating how
much of our sales tax rebate we
will lose and how they intend to
raise the taxes to cover the loss of
revenue from the carbon tax they

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
are proposing to abolish would
help. I do not favour running deficits
or increasing government debt,
because, while a director for nine
years at the Regional District, we
were not allowed, by law, to incur
a deficit. If taxes are going to be
lowered, I want to know which
government programs are going to
be axed to prevent an increase in
deficit and debts.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Bureaucracy

‘Hit it Hard and Hit it Fast’ used
to be the motto for dealing with
wildfires until common sense was
abandoned by the BC bureaucracy.
Twelve days elapsed from the time
the Trozzo Creek wildfire was
discovered in the Slocan Valley until
a proper response was mobilized.
Have a look at the Slocan Integral
Forestry website (sifco.ca) to view
a video of the devastation.

In the North Shuswap, people are
actively holding the BC bureaucracy
accountable for the trauma and losses
they experienced and continue to
experience following last summer’s
‘preventable’ wildfire. They created
a petition on Change.org entitled
“Reform BC’s wildfire response or
face more summers of unnecessary
devastation” with a list of logical
recommendations compiled by
professional foresters and wildfire
experts. As well, everyone needs to
watch the YouTube video entitled
2024 - The Shuswap Firestorm
Presentation - Public Policy Forum’
to learn how the BC bureaucracy
failed Shuswap residents and put
them in needless danger. A highlight
during the forum was the impressive
way ‘locals’ saved the village of
Scotch Creek without BC Wildfire
Service (BCWS) assistance. Small
hamlets throughout the Kootenays
should take note and use the Scotch
Creek technique if a wildfire
threatens their village!

During the summer of 2017,
ranchers and residents living in
small communities in the Cariboo/
Chilcotin survived and saved
their homes, farms, animals and
businesses when threatened with
a 100-kilometre wall of fire. Their
stories are documented in the book
British Columbia in Flames by
Claudia Cornwall. Just like in
the Shuswap, there was a BCWS
backburn that worsened the crisis. It
is important to note homes and other
buildings in the Cariboo/Chilcotin
with rooftop sprinklers were spared
from the inferno.

I continue to be disillusioned
with the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) bureaucracy
regarding wildfire preparation. At
the February RDCK board meeting,
I directly asked directors to create
a cost recovery/bulk purchasing
program for rooftop sprinklers to
reduce the price of these essential

items for residents in the event of a
wildfire. I also asked the directors
to use their discretionary grant
monies to fund recognized S100
Basic Wildfire Suppression training
for locals.

To date, nothing seems to be
happening with my requests to the
RDCK board. Instead, at the March
board meeting, a new staff position
was approved in the Emergency
Department. It seems the RDCK
is advancing full steam ahead to
comply with the modernized BC
Emergency Disaster Management
Act (EDMA) and needs more staff
for the extra workload. Have a
look at what EDMA compliance
entails for local authorities: more
oppressive rules and regulations
to further slow down already
inadequate response to emergencies:
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/
uploads/sites/121/2023/09/
B.C.s-Modernized-Emergency-
Management-Legislation-
Regulations-for-Local-Authorities.
pdf

Are you aware our local fire
departments (with wildfire training
and equipment) are not allowed to
go into forests to fight wildfires?
Are you getting ready for wildfire
season? Snowpack levels in the
Kootenays are below normal. Pray
for rain.

“Simple, clear purpose and
principles give rise to complex
intelligent behavior. Complex rules
and regulations give rise to simple
stupid behavior.” -Dee Hock

Dona Nobis Pacem.

Ellen Chambers
Winlaw

Redrawn old-

growth map

Who are the BC NDP climate
traitors who have secretly redrawn
the publicly lauded BC NDP map in
the ‘A New Future for Old Forests’
2020 report, based on Gorely and
Merkel’s Old Growth Strategic
Review?

Eroding public trust, Premier
Eby, Minister of Forests Bruce
Ralston and the forestry bureaucrats
defy science and panelists again,
dismissing the recommendation
of preservation of old growth in
reports of 1991, 1993, 2012, 2013,
2021, 2020 by “freeing up as much
old-growth forest as possible to be
cut down.”

The redrawn map allows for
55% more cutting of the large old-
growth trees that the entire world is
depending on to help stabilize the
wonky weather jetstreams caused
by colonialistic overconsumption of
fossil fuels.

Canfor, West Fraser, Dunkley
and Tolko companies must take
responsibility for worsening the
effects of the current drought,
as large-scale clearcutting of the
province’s forests is among the worst
culprits. Newer replanted forests
consume far more groundwater than
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tracts of old growth. With less water
available, the transpiration process is
reduced, meaning trees release less
moisture back into the air.

Seduced by greedy short-term
profits, the Ministry of Forests
and lobbyists behave like end-
time Conservatives, disguised as
wholesome sustainable BC NDP
members, dismissing the need
for ecological stewardship and
stabilizing the Earth’s atmosphere,
by betraying the public with
manipulation and secrecy for their
own personal gain.

The glaring schism of
environmentally aware BC NDP
members being shut out of forum
debates and representation has
revealed the rapacious climate
villains.

Greenlighters of a five-fold
increase in LNG pipelines and
export, disrespectfully tromping
over UNDRIP rights, hiring the
military police, endangering time-
immemorial salmon streams, mowing
down the Earth’s forest lungs and
overheating the ocean’s plankton
lungs that provide us oxygen and
water exposes the narcissistic belief
system that man hath dominion over
the Earth for profit.

The BC NDP has been hijacked
by extinctionists. We will not give
up our right to implement loving,
nurturing solutions to over-ride the
extinction economy.

We can collectively quit
membership in the BC NDP five
months before the election. Negotiate.

The old-growth forests are the
planet’s mature lungs that humanity
must save for planetary life to
continue.

To accomplish this goal, we, as
the stewards and owners of the public
land of BC, demand that the logging
law be removed from industrial
control and be placed back to the
BC citizens’ elected government
stewarding the forests once again
with our inclusive guidance.

We, with First Nations’ guidance
and scientific experts, will establish
a sustainable forestry law, “for the
conservation of biodiversity, soil
and water, for the maintenance
of ecosystem health and for the
sustainable use of forest resources.”

“We will rewrite the purposes
of the forest ministry to include
a stewardship purpose in a new
Ministry of Forests Act for the
21st century that will strengthen
ecological stewardship with
enforceable regulations in all forest
legislation.”

We will do this to prevent
extinction.

Thank you to the courageous
whistleblower, to Ben Parfitt of the
CCPA, the Tyee, UBC Faculty of
Forestry hydrologist, Dr. Younes
Alila and Anthony Britneff, 40-year
senior professional employee of the
BC Forest Service in forest health,
inventory and silviculture.

Earnestly yours for planetary

well-being,
Susan Eyre
Sirdar

New Denver
School

I’ve read with deep interest
the various articles and letters
concerning the hideous history
of the New Denver School. I
have some further knowledge of
this situation, as I am a scholar
of Doukhobor Studies and have
been for almost 60 years, having
completed a Ph.D. dissertation in
this area, ‘Our People’s Way,” in
1972 and numerous papers and
articles since, as well as work in the
Kootenay Committee on Intergroup
Relations.

At the time of the parents’
arrests, they were members of a
group of Freedomites on open
land near Appledale in the Slocan
Valley, protesting by quiet presence
‘the possibility of World War III.
Simultaneously, one group of school
buses arrived at that site and in
Krestova, about 30 kilometres away,
both accompanied by large police
forces. When police approached
the inoffensive demonstrators,
several elders stripped, knelt before
them and began to pray. They
were promptly arrest for indecent
exposure and replaced by others in
turn, till all were likewise arrested,
loaded into the buses, and sent
off for trial. Meanwhile, as many
children as could be found, related
or not to the protestors, were seized,
loaded into the waiting buses, and
shipped off to New Denver. The
parents’ convictions were for three
years or less; the children were kept
effectively in prison for up to over
six years. Oh, they had the freedom
of New Denver after school; but on
weekends, when their parents came
to visit through the hurricane wire
fence, they were confined to the
school grounds. And the children
had done nothing wrong.

The Children’s Aid Act then
in force had specific provisions
in comparable cases. There were
several stages of care for the
children: first, to place them with
relatives; then with neighbours;
then with foster homes close by.
Only then did they come under the
care of the Children’s Aid Officer,
who would find suitable homes.
But Robert Bonner, the attorney
general of the day, had already
told Premier WAC Bennett, that
he “would break the back of the
Doukhobor Problem” and cemented
this by wholly ignoring the law. The
government had no idea at that time
of the different groups within the
broader Doukhobor community, and
tarred them all with the worst brush.

I met one former New Denver
School inmate in the early ’70s
and had several talks with him; but
some months later he committed
suicide by walking off the Robson
ferry into the Columbia River one

winter evening. I then heard of two
other former New Denver inmates
who had killed themselves. I suspect
there have been more. This is a
damning record.

The Socred government made a
grim token gesture of appeasement
in the late 1980s: in a dim little
space across Hwy 6 from the present
New Denver health facility is an
unlabelled picnic space consisting of
apeculiarly uninviting hard concrete
table and benches, the best the BC
Government would do then...

So much for Canadian law.
And this is why the children who
survive are quite justified and right
in asking for further and personal
compensation: it is as persons that
they were betrayed, outraged and
imprisoned in a concentration camp
setting. It is as individuals as well as
children of a given community that
they were so sinned against, and it
is as individuals that they must also
be met with a generous response of
real justice. Until then, the Province
stands convicted of these crimes — so
much worse than stripping.

Rev. F. Mark Mealing
Meadow Creek

Adult Basic
Education

For the Easter school break,
we were lucky to have our four
grandchildren, aged six to 10, visit
us for a day. Unfortunately, the day
chosen turned out to be a rainy grey
day, not quite miserable enough to
keep us from going for a walk, but
miserable enough to stiffen up old
bones.

We walked in the rain, down to
the mouth of Glade Creek. There is
a small wetland there which my six-
year-old grandson, Arlo, declared to
be BEAUTIFUL... “Come and look
you guys, it’s beautiful... beautiful!”

On the way down to this beautiful
place, my seven-year-old grandson,
Harrison, was intent on collecting
small stones and pebbles, and I with
my bum knee was quite happy to go
slow and stick with him far behind
the pack. He of course was happy
and excited to show me the variety
in his finds. I suggested to him that
he might like to make a rock tumbler,
whereby he could turn those rough
pebbles into shiny smooth gems.

“But Grandpappy,” he said, “if
you did that, you could never get
them back the way they were.”

It stopped me in my tracks. From
my corrupted adult perspective,
rather than appreciate our good
fortune in finding such unique things,
we, as humans, should try to improve
on them. From his uncorrupted
seven-year-old perspective, those
rocks were beautiful as is, and not
in need of any human intervention.

Itis a good thing they gave those
kids a week off school, so they could
come and teach their grandparents a
thing or two about life.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative

Village staff will sign a funding
agreement with the Province to
accept $40,000 from the Indigenous
Engagement Requirements Funding
Program. The funds were offered
to offset costs associated with the
Indigenous engagement requirements
of the Emergency and Disaster
Management Act (EDMA).

As part of the agreement, the
Village will choose engagement
activities from a set list. Categories
include consultation and coordination,
relationship building, planning,
agreement building, and reconciliation
and capacity building. There may
be an opportunity to collaborate
with the RDCK and other member
municipalities, as the agreement allows
pooling funds.

The funding is in direct response
to feedback to the Province from
local governments about capacity and
resources needed to implement the
EDMA. The RDCK has sent multiple
letters to the Province, expressing its
concern about the downloading of
provincial responsibilities onto local
governments.

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily )
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood

* Freezer Packs

* Deli Sandwiches to go

* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage

* Smoked Salmon

* Awesome Beef Jerky

¢ Custom Cutting

* Weekly Instore Specials
. J

The program is being offered
to Indigenous governing bodies,
municipalities, and regional districts.
New CAO

It was Robert Baker s first council
meeting as the Village’s new Chief
Administrative Officer.

At the time of the meeting, Baker
had been serving as CAO for a week
and a half.

Mayor Suzan Hewat and council
welcomed Baker to the team. Mayor
Hewat said Baker will be a great match
for the Village.

Baker previously served as Deputy
Director of Parks, Recreation, and
Culture for the City of Trail.

Baseball & softball

Council approved a user agreement
with the Kaslo Baseball & Softball
Association (KBSA). The agreement
will allow KBSA to use Murray
Pearson Ball Park during the 2024-
2026 summer seasons.

Due to increased participation in
both the youth and adult programs,
KBSA will use the ball park seven
days per week, from April to October
(31 weeks). Last year, it used the park
five days per week for only 13 weeks.

Since KBSA will use the field
extensively, it asked to pay a lesser
user fee rather than rental charges,
which could end up in the range of
$6,500. The user fee will help KBSA
keep registration fees affordable for
residents.

Since 1986
Spring clothing now in-store, and
lots of new cards, pottery, and
more. Open Tuesday through
Saturday.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

KASLO & AREA IS
Kaslo council, March 26: Village accepts Indigenous engagement funding from the Province

Final costs and terms of the
agreement will be finalized soon.
In the past, a portion of the user fee
was forwarded to the campground
operator, to fund washroom cleaning.
Participants of KBSA programs use the
campground facilities.

Councillor Matthew Brown
recused himself because he sits on the
board of the association and is involved
in the programming.

Logger sports

Council deemed the annual Kaslo
Logger Sports (KLS), held during
May Days, an ‘Event of Significance.’
This will allow KLS to charge higher
prices for alcoholic beverages at its
beer garden to help meet its fundraising
goals.

Since KLS is not a registered
charity, it must follow the maximum
alcohol pricing guidelines set by the
Liquor and Cannabis Regulation
Branch, unless council designates the
event an ‘Event of Significance.’

Logger Sports is a well-established
and popular community tradition, so
council did not have qualms about
granting the designation.

Jazz Fest

Council granted several requests
from the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society for
the 2024 Kaslo Jazz Festival. The event
runs August 2-4 at Kaslo Bay Park.

Council agreed that portions of
Kaslo Bay Road could be closed to
non-festival traffic from 8 am on July
31, until 8 am on August 5. This closure
limits access to the public boat launch
and boat club facilities. However, boat
clubs will be provided with reserved
parking spaces for specified club
members and members of the public
will be able to use an alternate boat
launch during the closure.

The Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society
will be able to use Kaslo Bay Park
until midnight all three nights of the
event, and was granted a noise bylaw
exemption. The Noise Bylaw usually

stipulates a ‘quiet time’ from 10 pm
through 8 am the following day.

Council also approved a beer
garden license for August 1-4. Stainless
steel rather than paper or plastic
beverage containers will also be
permitted. The beer garden will be
used for a fundraiser during the event,
and for a volunteer appreciation event.

The society will also be able to
affix banners to the Welcome to Kaslo
signs along the highway. Existing
signage must not be obstructed.
Ultraviolet water
treatment

Kerr Wood Leidal Consulting
Engineers (KWLCE) have been
awarded the contract for designing and
constructing the ultraviolet disinfection
upgrades at the water treatment plant.
The project will cost $72,636 excluding
taxes.

“The intention is for the equipment
to be commissioned and fully
operational by year end,” wrote CAO
Baker in his comments on the staff
report.
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The total budget for upgrading the
water treatment plant is $1,018,000, of
which $110,000 is set aside for design
and construction services.

The Village received a grant from
the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program, with a maximum funding
contribution of $746,499. The Village
will make its own contribution of
$271,501 from the Water Reserve
account.

KWLCE’s proposal was one of
two received.

New boathouse

Dale Unruh will be building a new
boathouse and dock at his slip at the
Kaslo Bay Marine Club, after council
approved his Lakeshore Protection
Development Permit.

The structure will be professionally
built by Nelco Marine & Build-A-
Dock.

Budget meetings

Council will have two Committee
of the Whole meetings to discuss the
2024 budget, Wednesdays April 10 and
17, both at 6 pm.

Fibre high-speed internet for all

of Area D by 2026

by Jan McMurray

Kaslo infoNet’s plan to provide all
Area D residents with fibre-to-the-home
high-speed internet service by the end
of 2026 is a go, now that the society has
received more than $1 million from the
federal/provincial Universal Broadband
Fund.

“We’ve already been working on
the project for a year thanks to RDCK
Community Works funding, and it’s a
four-year project, so we have three years
to go,” said Isaac Maxfield, executive
director of Kin. “The support from all
levels of government and Columbia
Basin Trust is allowing us to bring fibre-
optic service to just about everybody in
AreaD.”

The project will result in fibre-to-
the-home service in Meadow Creek,
Howser, South Fork and some hard-to-
reach homes scattered throughout Area
D. It will also involve running KiN’s
fibre-optic backbone down the east
side of Kootenay Lake to Balfour, and
providing Salisbury Creek, Birchdale,
Murphy Creek, Campbell Bay and
points in between with fibre-to-the-home
service — as well as making it possible
for the East Shore Internet Society to
serve Riondel.

In a previous project, KiN installed
fibre-optic cable in Kootenay Lake
from Kaslo to Johnsons Landing. In this
project, the cable will be extended down
the east side of the lake, completing
the loop to Balfour, where there is
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation
infrastructure.

“So with the physical loop, we’ll
have redundancy if an outage or some
kind of disaster like a landslide, forest
fire or avalanche happens,” Maxfield
explained.

The project also allows KiN to
reach clusters of homes they couldn’t
in the past due to permitting issues or
because the scale was just too small.
“For example, we have three homes
across a creek, and need some permitting
for that. We weren’t equipped in the past
to take on the paperwork, but this project

allows us to do it.”

Also as part of the project, KiN
will replace its wireless infrastructure
currently serving Meadow Creek and
Howser with buried fibre.

“And we’ll be pushing out to South
Fork,” Maxfield said. “Due to the
geography there, they are in a service
black hole. It will be a couple of years
before we get there, but that’s what
we’re trying to do. We're trying to
close that gap until the only places left
in Area D without fibre-to-the-home
service are a handful of houses perched
on mountainsides where satellite is the
only option.”

The funding and project size enables
the society to double the number of
jobs it can offer, Maxfield said. The
construction crew will grow from seven
to 12-15, Maxfield said, and the project
management/ administration team will
grow to eight people.

“Most of our staff were born and
bred here,” he said. “Three of the people
who work in our office went to school
together from grade 4 on.I can’timagine
anywhere except the Kootenays where
that could happen!”

Maxfield said the KiN team
members are “true believers” in the
power of the internet when it comes
to community development. “It’s a
dramatic effect on the community when
businesses can have an online presence,
and are more comfortable operating
year-round instead of waiting for the
tourists, and when remote workers are
more comfortable moving here full-
time,” he said. “Telehealth and online
learning allow people to move here or
remain in place instead of being forced
to move to access health care, education,
jobs —all reasons we’ve seen our small
communities slowly lose population.”

The Universal Broadband Fund
is also providing Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation with $58 million
towards the $82 million project to bring
fibre to about 5,500 households in the
region, including along its backbone in
the Slocan Valley.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay will now record board
meetings. The recordings will be
available for one year for public
viewing on the RDCK website, then
removed. The recordings will be kept
in RDCK’s records for three years.

The decision comes after requests
from the public for more transparent
and accountable governance.

“Providing an alternative method
for the public to view board meetings
increases accessibility and may have
an impact on the overall engagement
with RDCK governance. Recorded
meetings also allow for increased
transparency with how the board of
directors makes decisions on RDCK
programs and services,” states Shiree
Worden, records and information
management coordinator, in her
report to the board on the new policy.

Currently, board meetings
are broadcast live online using
software called Webex. Meetings
can be recorded using this program,
however A/V equipment may need
to be updated to improve recording
quality.

Recording meetings is common
practice for many regional districts
and municipalities. While creating
the policy, staff examined other
region districts’ policies and means
of recording.

During the board meeting on
March 21, the board debated how
long recordings should be kept on
record.

Area A Director Garry Jackman
and City of Castlegar Director Maria
McFadden were in favour of up to
seven years.

Shiree Worden, Records
and Information Management
Coordinator, explained that meeting
minutes serve as the official records
of board meetings; video recordings
are primarily to enhance meeting
minutes and increase access to
board meetings. She wrote in her
staff report that “retaining transitory
information beyond necessity risks
undermining the official record.”

More practically, computer files
of recordings are large, up to 2.4
gigabytes per hour. Board meetings
begin at 9 am and can run until 3 pm.
Storage costs will vary depending
on the storage method, but staff
estimates it could cost $1,000 per
year to store the recordings.

After some discussion, the
board agreed that meetings will be
available to the public for one year on
the RDCK’s website. The recordings
will be retained in RDCK records for
three years, but the board will revisit
the policy in the future.

The policy applies to regular
board meetings and special board
meetings. It does not apply to
committee, commission, department,
or staff meetings.

Kootenay
Mountaineering Club

The Kootenay Mountaineering
Club (KMC) wants more
environmentally sound outhouses at
its backcountry huts, and has applied
to the RDCK’s Community Works

I COMMUNITY
RDCK board, March 21: Board meetings to be recorded and made available to the pubhc

Fund for assistance.

David Heyduck and Sandra
Fuller of KMC made a presentation
to the board about this first phase of
the project — to build barrel outhouses
at Grassy and Lost Lake backcountry
huts. KMC has already secured
$10.,000 from each of Areas G, H, I,
and J, but still needs $19,050 for the
$59,050 project.

Phase two of the project will
see barrel outhouses at the KMC’s
remaining three huts. KMC, a not-
for-profit society that has promoted
non-motorized outdoor recreation in
the Kootenays since the 1980s, has
built and manages a network of five
backcountry huts in the Bonnington
Range.

Currently, the huts use pit
outhouses, which are placed in
the terrain with a shallow soil bed
and limited drainage. Grey water
is discarded on the ground outside
the huts.

A better, more sustainable
solution is barrel outhouses, elevated
structures that collect waste in
capped barrels. The barrels are
removed, emptied, and replaced
annually via helicopter.

“We feel strongly that taking
waste off the mountain is the right
answer for the future of sustainability,
and protecting our watersheds,” said
Heyduck.

Area D roads

The roads in Area D (North
Kootenay Lake) are in rough shape,
and Area D Director Aimee Watson
has asked for a public meeting, hosted
by the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure and MLA Brittny
Anderson.

“They are in a terrible state!”
writes Watson in her monthly report
to her constituents. “I have never
heard of so many safety-related
issues.”

She said the road to Marblehead
and beyond is limited to under 5 km/
hr “to be sure the washboard does not
throw you off the road.”

Argenta/Johnsons Landing Road
is also suffering from washboard,
with further erosion from lack of
usual spring loading restrictions.
Farther north, residents are filling in
potholes themselves.

Watson and Chelsey Jones of
Lardeau Valley Opportunity LINKS
Society created a report on the state
of Area D’s roads, forwarded it to
MLA Anderson, who forwarded it to
the Minister of Transportation.

“The indication was that [the
Ministry of Transportation] will
ensure all operational repairs are
completed as soon as possible,”
wrote Watson.

The ministry will also review
why load restrictions have not been
put in place.

High-efficiency
equipment standard

The RDCK has concerns about
the Province’s proposed High
Efficiency Equipment Standards
(HEES) policy, and has submitted
a letter to the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Low-Carbon Innovation
outlining their concerns.

The proposed policy requires

that all new sales of space and water
heating equipment be over 100%
efficient after 2030. This will allow
for dual fuel electric heat pump / gas
systems and high-efficiency gas heat
pumps, but will eliminate the sales of
gas- and oil-fuelled furnaces, boilers
and domestic water heaters.

“In our regional district, the
proposed HEES, and phase-out
of fossil fuel furnaces, will have
the most impact on low-income
residents,” states a report from the
RDCK’s senior energy specialist,
Shari Imada, to the board.

Though the HEES policy aligns
with the RDCK’s carbon emissions
reduction goals, staff have significant
concerns about potential impacts
on RDCK services and residents,
including: an equitable and just
transition, climate action planning,
and contractor capacity and supply
chains.

Several actions the RDCK would
like to see from the Province are
listed in the letter to the ministry:
a comprehensive plan on how to
support low-income, marginal
groups, and seniors with the
transition; initiatives that empower
communities and individuals to
become more resilient, rather than
just focusing on the HEES transition;
better communication to inform
residents about related incentive
programs, funding, and support;
additional training for contractors so
their work can meet the HEES and
CleanBC requirements; information
on how the Province will help
homeowners find qualified and
fair-priced contractors, especially in
remote areas.

RDCK facility
management

Management of RDCK facilities
could improve if an application to the
FortisBC Education and Behaviour
Programs Fund is successful. The
funds would support the Energy Wise
Network (EWN) project, expected to
cost between $30,000 and $40,000.

“The EWN project is a training
and peer network opportunity for
facility managers and operators across
RDCK services with the objectives
to gain a better understanding of
how their building(s) operate, tips
for optimizing performance, and
long-term planning strategies,”
wrote Shari Imada, Senior Energy
Specialist, in her staff report.

In particular, training would
address energy efficiency and carbon
reduction practices. The training, in
tandem with a peer network, would
ensure there is consistency across
RDCK facilities when it comes to
energy efficiency and greenhouse
gas emissions reduction.

New staff position

The board approved a staffing
request for an additional full-time
Emergency Program Coordinator at
the Nelson office.

The new hire will join the
existing coordinator in preparing for,
responding to, and recovering from
“the increasing frequency, intensity,
and uncertainty of hazards such
as floods, wildfires, drought, and
extreme heat.” The position is also

needed, says a staff report, because
the new provincial Emergency
and Disaster Management Act
expands the responsibilities of local
governments and thus adds to the
workload of the RDCK’s Emergency
Management Program staff.

The proposed new coordinator’s
salary and benefits will not exceed
$103,625 per year. It will be prorated
in 2024 due to a later start date.
Grants

Several community groups in
the Valley Voice area will receive
funding from the Discretionary and
Community Development grant
programs.

Ainsworth Recreation
Association will receive $10,000
for hall upgrades, including soffits,
siding, Tyvek exterior, new windows,
and a heat pump.

Lardeau Valley Opportunity
LINKS Society will receive $2,000
for Wilderness First-Aid Training
instructor fees, and $1,000 to go
towards web developer fees, with the
goal of integrating the community
newsletter and community website.

Arrow Lakes ATV Club will
receive $4,999 to restore and
recalibrate 6.5 kilometres of Wooden
and Cony Creek forest service roads,
which will complete the loop from
Burton to Windy Lake.

The Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Department Society receives $3,700
to modify the old wells to make them
usable for fire suppression.

Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services received
$500 for its Creative Connections
program, aimed at relieving social
isolation and other various problems
experienced by seniors. ASLCS also
received $850 for its Community
Works program, designed to help
persons with diverse abilities acquire
life skills for gaining employment
and autonomy.

Burton Community Association
will get started on yard waste clean-
up with $2,500.

Fauquier Community Club will
upgrade the Fauquier Community
Hall with $20,000. Upgrades
include removing the oil furnace
and installing a dual system propane
furnace and heat pump system, as

well as installing solar heating and a
Generac Generator.

The Village of Slocan received
several grants: $150 for a children’s
Easter egg hunt at Expo Park, $3,000
for a backup generator at the Village
office, and $1,000 for the Okanagan
Nation Alliance Fish in Schools
program, which educates students
and teachers on the salmon’s life
cycle and significance.

The Village of New Denver will
receive $1,000 for the Bear Smart
Community Program, an initiative to
reduce human-bear conflicts.

Arrow Lakes Caribou Society
will create a sequel to its first video
about the Central Selkirk Caribou
Maternity Pen with $2,000.

RDCK Environmental Services
A100 will fund a three-year contract
with Valhalla Wilderness Society’s
Bear Aware Program. $3,000 will be
provided each year.

SmMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repaits, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

CORRECTION

of the Valley Voice.

Village of New Denver

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please be advised that proposed Bylaw No. 758,2024 (Road Closure
& Removal of Highway Dedication — Section of lane adjacent to
518 6th Ave) will be presented to Council for consideration of 1st,
2nd, and 3rd Readings at their Regular Meeting of April 9, 2024.
It will not be considered for adoption at the April 9 meeting as
advertised in the Public Notice on page 18 of the March 21 issue

115 Slocan Avenue ¢ P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC VOG 1S0
(250) 358-2316  office@newdenver.ca * www.newdenver.ca




8

COMMUNITY

StellerVista Credit Union one year in

by Jan McMurray

A little more than one year in to
the merger of the Heritage and East
Kootenay Community Credit Unions
on January 1 last year, members and
staff seem to be settling in.

“We spent the full year of 2023
on integration,” explained Jeff Fero,
director of marketing and community
engagement. “We started slow,
with the name change on all our
documents and everything — and
then the computer systems all had to
change. That was big. This year, one
of our priorities is hiring.”

StellerVista is feeling the labour
shortage like everyone else, Fero
said, and some employees took
retirement at the time of the merger.

“I think the biggest thing we saw
was people taking retirement,” he
said. “They were eligible for it, and
transition can be a catalyst for that.
We didn’t encourage it, because that
knowledge is hard to replace, but we
did see that — that was probably the
biggest change.”

Fero said it’s been hardest to fill
the frontline teller jobs, and many of
these jobs are still vacant.

“We have not dropped the
number of tellers,” he assured. “If we
were fully staffed, we’d have more
employees than we had a year ago.
Across the board, we’d have more

employees than a year ago.”

He said regulatory changes have
made it necessary to create new
management jobs, and there is now
an IT department.

Neither credit union had a
full Information Technology (IT)
department prior to the merger, Fero
said, and StellerVista now has a
four-person IT team. Two of those
positions were filled internally and
two new people were hired — one
local person and one person who
grew up in the Kootenays and wanted
to return.

“Local people are taking the
jobs, and that’s what we want. Local
knowledge is so important and it’s
why we’re better than a banking
option. In terms of service, you want
a local person.”

Computer system
changeover

Fero said the IT team was in place
by the time the computer systems
were being changed in October and
November last year. Getting used to
the new system “caused us and our
members the most grief,” Fero said.

All members were mailed new
log-in information for their online
banking, and two-step verification
was added for security.

“So the user name changed and
the password changed and there was

two-step verification — and it looked
different. A lot of that changed all at
once. So we spent a lot of time talking
to members. The problems weren’t
usually hard to fix, but there were a
lot of calls and a lot of people asking
for help in the branches.”

The credit union’s membership
has remained steady throughout the
merger at about 20,000, Fero reports.
Service fees

Fero said some service fees
increased at the time of the merger,
but others decreased.

“We balanced the fees — Heritage
and East Kootenay worked well
together to harmonize the fees,” he
said. “We heard about the fees that
went up, but not all fees went up —
some went down.”

Fero said the credit union has a
policy that its service fees will be, on
average, less than the fees at banks.
When setting fees, they also take into
account whether or not staff time is
being used.

“Service fees are an unfortunate
part of being sustainable,” he said.
Advisory committees

StellerVista has a new way to
get members involved — through
advisory committees.

“This is new — we’ve never done
it — so it’s a bit of a learning curve.
We’re excited about it! There is

potential to do it in a lot of different
ways, but the first two topics will be
corporate social responsibility and
small business needs.”

Fero said he expects the
Corporate Social Responsibility
Advisory Committee will be formed
and functioning by summer. “We’ll
try to get representation from across
our region and have as diverse a
committee as possible,” he said.

Last year, the board of directors
approved a policy and terms of
reference for the committees.

“All credit unions know this — if
you listen to your members, you
will learn a lot. And staff have good
insight on how we can support our
members and our communities.”
Grants

StellerVista directly supports its
communities through its two annual
grant programs: StellerStarts and
StellerImpact.

StellerStarts grant applications
for up to $500 are open in April and
May, and are distributed by each
branch.

StellerImpact grant applications
of up to $5,000 are accepted between
July 15 and September 15. This
program was launched last year, and
over $50,000 was disbursed through
the program.

“It went really well!” Fero
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said. “We had a lot of applications,
so here’s where our board needs
to know what is important to our
communities. We want to know what
our members are thinking, and I think
those advisory committees will be
a big piece of guiding those grant
programs.”

The credit union also provides
$26,000 in student scholarships.
Open houses

Another way for members to be
heard is at open houses. This year,
there will be four open houses, in
April. There won’t be one at Slocan
Park this year, but the Castlegar
branch will host an open house on
April 23 at 5 pm. The other three will
be held in Elk Valley, Cranbrook and
West Boundary.

“These are informal meetings.
We’ll have five or ten minutes of
information to share, but then it’s
open to the members,” Fero said. The
CEO, some board directors and local
staff attend these.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp * bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net » 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open 3-8 Thursday- Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the summer-
Take out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest )
Our entire collection of stylish ANIAN coats — mens’ and ladies’ - is 15% or more
off the regular price in March! If you've been eyeing a particular recycled-fabric

coat for yourself or a loved one, this may be your chance * Our first book order of
2024 is here! For all you Canadian fiction lovers, we've received all the Canada
Reads contenders and still carry most of the Giller Prize finalists, including the
winner * A wide selection of gorgeous new journals will arrive any day now ©
Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! * Hours: Open Monday
to Saturday, 10:30 am — 4:30 pm « 250-358-2178 « Facebook & Instagram *
RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Local poetry evening to celebrate National Poetry Month

by Art Joyce

American author Edward Curtin
has written that poetry is “the most
mysterious, condensed, and passionate
form of communication.” April is
National Poetry Month in Canada and
our local poets are stepping up to be
part of nationwide events with an event
being held at Silverton Memorial Hall on
April 13,7:30 pm. Poetry reading starts
at 8 pm. Organized by Keith Liggett of
Silverton, Writes, An Evening of Poetry
and Literary Company is sponsored by
Columbia Basin Trust and Slocan Lake
Arts Council. Authors will donate 20%
of their book sales to SLAC’s Silverton
Gallery Fund. Featured poets include
Tom Wayman, Barbara Curry Mulcahy,
Sean Arthur Joyce, Keith Liggett and
Kate Smyles. Entrance is free.

Barbara Curry Mulcahy writes
poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and drama.
Her 1997 book, The Man with the
Dancing Monkey, was shortlisted for
the Pat Lowther Memorial Award and
the Gerald Lampert Memorial Award.
Her poems have appeared in literary

magazines and anthologies, including
The Dominion of Love: An Anthology
of Canadian Love Poetry, Body
Language: A Head-to-toe Anthology,
and 200% Cracked Wheat. Her radio
play Bird on a Branch, broadcast on
CBC Radio, was one of three winners
of the CBC 5th Annual Alberta Write
for Radio Competition. Curry Mulcahy
occasionally writes for the Valley Voice
and resides in Slocan. A chapbook of her
poems, Countless Shards, is due out soon
from Alfred Gustav Press.

Tom Wayman hardly needs
introduction as one of Canada’s best-
known poets. Educated at UBC and the
University of California at Irvine, he also
worked as a freelance journalist. He has
been writer-in-residence at universities
across Canada and is co-founder of two
creative writing schools, the Vancouver
Centre of the Kootenay School of Writing
(1984-87) and the writing department
of Nelson’s Kootenay School of the
Arts (1991-2002). He holds Associate
Professor Emeritus of English status
from the University of Calgary, where

he taught from 2002 to 2010. Despite
his academic background, Wayman felt
an affinity for the working class — his
father had worked as a pulp mill chemist.
He was thus a key figure in establishing
the “work poetry” genre in the 1970s,
realizing that working men and women
didn’t appear in most poetry being
published in Canada. He has published
20 collections of poetry, collections of
short stories and novellas, and a novel,
Woodstock Rising. He has just released
two books, a memoir titled The Road to
Appledore and anew collection of poetry,
How Can You Live Here?

Sean Arthur Joyce is the author
of 12 books, including three books of
Western Canadian history, seven books
of poetry, the novel Mountain Blues,
and a collection of essays, Words From
the Dead: Relevant Readings in the
Covid Age. His seventh collection of
poetry, Pole Shift and Other Poems
is due out this year from Ekstasis
Editions of Victoria. The late Cole
Harris, professor emeritus of historical
geography at UBC, said of his 2014

The Rotary Club of Nakusp mobilized a volunteer workforce Thursday to tidy up and make safe the site of the Adventure Park. Construction of
phase two of the park was suspended in November due to poor weather, and the arrival of snow meant that site clean-up had to be postponed
until spring. Construction will recommence next month and completion is expected in late spring/early summer.

Nominations open for
Suzy Hamilton Legacy

Fund Award

submitted

The Suzy Hamilton Legacy
Fund honours the work of one self-
identified woman or non-binary
environmental activist in the West
Kootenay each year through a
cash award. The Legacy Fund was
established at the Osprey Community
Foundation in 2016 after the death
of well-loved and dedicated West
Kootenay environmental activist and
journalist Suzy Hamilton, founder of
the West Kootenay EcoSociety.

The late Suzy Hamilton, founder of West
Kootenay EcoSociety.

The award committee iS now
accepting nominations for this year’s
recipient. Entries should include
the name and contact information
of the nominee, as well as a short
paragraph about the work they do
for the environment. Resubmission
of nominees from previous years is
welcome. Please send nominations
through the Osprey Community
Foundation before April 30.

The committee selected Kate
Mizenka as the 2023 recipient of the
fund for her passionate and dedicated
work with Elk Root Conservation.
The committee also honoured award
nominee, Lorna Visser, with the
extension of the award meant to
recognize the enduring dedication
of a champion of the environment.

As the cash value of the Suzy
Hamilton Legacy Fund endowment
grows, the award amount increases.
The award committee encourages
donations so that Suzy’s legacy
continues to grow. Please check out
the Osprey Community Foundation
to make a donation, so women and
non-binary environmental activists
can continue to be honoured in a
financially meaningful way.

nonfiction book Laying the Children’s
Ghoststo Rest: Canada’s Home Children
in the West, that it is “a significant
contribution to Canadian history.” The
scenes and characters in Mountain Blues
are instantly recognizable to Slocan
Valley readers and he is pitching it as a
potential film project.

Keith Liggett is an outdoor sports
journalist whose ski stories have
appeared in over 100 newspapers and
major skiing magazines. He has provided
coverage of western North American
FIS events (World Cup, NorAm
and national ski championships) to
syndicated newspapers, as a stringer for

Reuters and occasionally AP (Associated
Press). He is the author of Island Lake
Lodge: The Cookbook, which won a
Gourmand Award, The Fernie Originals,
a collection of essays and profiles of
Fernie restaurants, and two collections
of poetry. A former president of the
Federation of BC Writers, Liggett was
born and educated in the US and has been
a Canadian resident since 2006, initially
located at Fernie but now residing in
Silverton. Kate Smyles is a musician
whose distinctive “canjo” (a variation
on the banjo) is often heard at the Open
Mic nights she co-hosts for SLAC at
New Denver’s Knox Hall.

Celebration of Life
for
Reuben O. Buerge

Burton Community Hall
April 13, 2024 at 1 pm

Please come and share
your memories
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Valley Volunteers St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser a success

submitted

The Valley Volunteers thank
everyone for making their first
fundraiser a great success. The St.
Patrick’s Day event raised $1,200
to go towards helping the valley
achieve food security.

The event featured great music,
great volunteers and best of all

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

Our St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser was a
roaring success!

awesome guests who indulged
in tasty homemade, Irish-themed
food, including traditional Irish
bread made by Patrick Dorian
from Ireland. The silent auction
was also a great success, thanks
to all the generous donors. The
event’s sponsor — Kutenai Growth
Society, operating as Benailse
Retreat Centre — shares the vision
of food security for all.

The Valley Volunteers are now
looking to purchase a picker’s
ladder to harvest unwanted fruit to
process, and are saving to purchase
a freeze dryer for community
use. They also need hoses and
gardening tools. Anyone who
would like to donate tools or
supplies, would like to volunteer
to help garden, or has garden
space the volunteers can use, email

valleyvolunteers @proton.me
What’s next? Watch for an
upcoming townhall on April 20,

where community concerns about
food security and wildfire will be
addressed. The next fundraiser

will be in October to celebrate
fall harvest and Thanksgiving —
guaranteed to be a feast!

Local classical ensembles at Vallican

Whole

submitted

For the April edition of the
Vallican Whole’s ‘Up Close &
Intimate’ series, two local music
ensembles are preparing an afternoon
classical concert, featuring many
outstanding musicians who call the
Slocan Valley home.

On Sunday,April 14 at2 pm,come
to the Vallican Whole for ‘Strings
& Winds.” Enjoy performances
from the Shifting Winds and the
Lakeside String Ensemble, as well
as an assortment of tea, baking and
treats. This is the third of four ‘Up
Close’ shows in 2024 — the last
of the series is a concert featuring
Small Town Artillery on May 15.
Tickets to series shows are $25 each,
and will be available at the door, or
can be reserved via email to info@
vallicanwhole.com.

The Shifting Winds are a wind
quintet, originally formed in 2018.
Like their name, the makeup of
the group has shifted since 2018,
and now features Jane Butler on
flute, Ron Butler on flugelhorn, Tia
Leschke on French horn, Gail Elder
on euphonium, and David Stevenson
on bass clarinet.

The Lakeside String Ensemble is
an eclectic mix of professional and
amateur string musicians that was
formed in 2022. The six chamber
musicians live along the Slocan
Lake and include: Martine den
Bok, soloist, current principal 2nd

violinist for Okanagan Symphony
and principal violist for the
Symphony of the Kootenays; Irene
Whitfield, currently the principal
2nd violinist with the Brandenburg
Orchestra in Kamloops; Danika Skye
Hammond, violinist and lifelong
Suzuki player; Miranda Hughes,
violist and violinist, is co-founder
of the Suzuki Valhalla Institute of
New Denver, and currently plays
as a violist with the Symphony of
the Kootenays; Heather Huether,
cellist, teacher, chamber musician
and founder of the Valhalla Fine

Arts Society and Valhalla Summer
School of Music in Silverton; and
Sue Mistretta, amateur cellist and co-
founder of Mountainside Chamber
Music in Nelson.

The Up Close & Intimate Series
has been an effort to bring eclectic
and engaging live performance to
the Vallican Whole Community
Centre. The Whole is grateful for
the wonderful audiences so far, and
hopes to continue to bring great
shows to the Slocan Valley. They
welcome suggestions, connections,
and volunteers for future events.

Lakeside String Ensemble

The Shifting Winds
Kootenay West paratransit service
now operated by City of Nelson

submitted

Effective April 1, 2024, the rural
transit service in the West Kootenay
Transit System will be provided by
the City of Nelson.

The City of Nelson was direct
awarded the contract, following years
of demonstrated ability to provide
exceptional customer service. The
contract will better align transit
services in the region and provide more
service continuity for our customers.

The following routes will be
serviced by the City of Nelson: 10
North Shore, 14 Blewett, 15 Perrier, 20

Slocan Valley, 51 Nakusp-Hot Springs,
52 Nakusp-Playmor, 53 Nakusp-
Edgewood, 57 Kaslo Local, 58 Kaslo
Argenta, 72 Salmo-Nelson via Ymir,
74 Nakusp-Nelson, 76 Kaslo-Nelson,
99 Kootenay Connector.

Transit service in the West
Kootenay Region will not be impacted
by this change in operating companies.

BC Transit thanks NextGen Transit
for their commitment to providing
service in the West Kootenay Transit
System. They operated the service
from October 1, 2021 until March 31
this year.
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Yard & Yardage 2024 coming up April 28

submitted

On Sunday, April 28, the
Slocan Valley Threads Guild
will open the gate to one of
its favourite events. Inside

and out, the Guild will be
transformed into a festive
marketplace from 10 am
until 2 pm. Members have
been collecting donations all

year to provide materials for
your needs and projects at
good prices. Bring a friend
and enjoy the vibrant guild
community supporting fibre

arts in the Slocan Valley.

On the lawn, tents will
shade tables laden with
lengths of measured and
priced new fabric, fleece,

The Slocan Valley Threads Guild invites one and all to Yard & Yardage 2024 on April 28.

Applications open for Wildsight’s Columbia River Field School

submitted

Sixteen youth from across
the Columbia Basin will
navigate the complex social,
economic and natural history
of the mighty Columbia River
as they paddle its waters this
summer.

Students in Wildsight’s
Columbia River Field School
canoe through key sections
of the Canadian side of the
Columbia River, camp on
its riverbanks, and learn in
an immersive environment
through the 15-day course,
all while earning school credit

through a partnership with
School District 8 (SD 8),
transferable to other school
districts in the basin.

“This experience meant
so much to me. I enjoyed so
much learning from the land,
guest speakers, and leaders
and being able to make my
own connections,” reflects
CRFS 2023 participant Ayla
Kipkie. “I will remember
how much I learned, all the
new places I saw, the amazing
people I met, and how much
my understanding of the area
developed.”

Students in Wildsight's Columbia River Field School canoe through key
sections of the Canadian side of the Columbia River.

Group shot of students in Wildsight's Columbia River Field School.

Field school participants
meet with a diverse group
of guest speakers including
government officials,
Indigenous knowledge
holders, scientists,
artists, and adventurers.
They earn Recreational
Canoe Association of BC
certifications, and learn
important outdoor skills
like reading maps, packing,
cooking, setting up camp
and leave no trace practices.
But most importantly,
students gain an appreciation
for this watershed and the
intricate role we all play in its
protection.

“The field school brings

students to key locations
in the basin while inviting
them to develop critical
thinking skills, deepen their
understanding of the forces
that shape the region, and
see the important roles they
can play in its future,” shares
Graeme Lee Rowlands,
program coordinator. “It’s
hard to believe this is already
our fifth year running this
program! I look forward to
getting back on the river with
this summer’s participants.”

This year’s field school
is scheduled for July 6-20.
For more information and
to apply, visit wildsight.ca/
fieldschool.

skeins and balls of yarn,
notions, books, patterns, craft
supplies and even equipment
for sale at reasonable prices.
Equally popular is ‘the garden
centre’ where shoppers can
find perennial plants, food
plants (like berries and
rhubarb), tubers, bulbs, and
houseplants. Advice about
plant care and placement
from experienced gardeners
is part of the bargain.

Inside the schoolhouse,
there will be a display of
members’ latest work and an
array of sweets, savouries,
soup and buns, coffee and tea.
In this space, affectionately
called ‘the tea room,” or
outside under a shade tent,
you might find yourself

I, 11

in conversation with new
friends or reconnecting with
people you know over a
delicious lunch.

At the front gate, coffee,
muffins and memberships are
on offer. For $10, you can
join the guild’s 132 members
who love to create with all
kinds of fibre. Bargains are
the norm at this well-loved
event but note that there is
no cell service or Wi-Fi. Due
to an especially generous
donation of upper-end fabric
this year, you might want
to bring enough cash and/or
your cheque book. Admission
is free. No dogs please. The
guild’s heritage building sits
where Highway 6 meets
Perry’s Back Road.

Sloggers rubber boots
& garden shoes
Muddy season is here.

Wheelbarrows,
rakes, shovels

New games &
educational activities for
kids & adults, puzzles

Mumm’s sprouting
seeds for nutritional
supplement

Clothing & socks

New Shipment of
fencing & posts

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Manures, top soil,

seedling mix

Straw Bales §14™
Alfalfa Bales $23%

filters, reg $16.49, now $9.87

Save 40% off 3 pack water

Limits Apply

Fencing, posts, gates, corral panels.
Kootenay's largest supplier. New
lower pricing on many fencing items

Drywall & mud, insulation

Seedling starter trays,
soil, domes, seeds

— Bird food & feeders —

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Wildsight’s EcoStewards program wins award

submitted

Wildsight’s EcoStewards
program is the inaugural recipient
of Wildlife Habitat Canada’s Diane
Griffin Award.

EcoStewards encourages students
to learn about local ecosystems and
undertake projects in their wild
backyards. Wildsight educators guide
students on an immersive learning
journey through multiple in-class
sessions, culminating in a community
action project.

“Receiving this award affirms the
value programs such as EcoStewards
hold not just for our students, but
the community as a whole,” notes
Robyn Duncan, Wildsight Executive
Director. “Working with partners like
Wildlife Habitat Canada allows us to
engage more students in this program,
and it brings our communities closer
to a sustainable future through action-
based learning.”

When choosing a recipient,
Wildlife Habitat Canada looks
for a program that excels in
connecting Canadians to nature,
engaging youth in conservation and
providing educational conservation
programming.

According to Kylie Graham,
Wildlife Habitat Canada project

manager, Wildsight was selected
because of the “stellar delivery” of
the EcoStewards program.

“We found that Wildsight’s
EcoStewards Program exceptionally
connected Canadians to nature by
physically bringing people outdoors
and facilitating conservation
participation. Not only did Wildsight
impact the students, but the teachers,
other school staff, and the community
in general.”

Wildlife Habitat Canada noted
that EcoStewards establishes long-
term benefits to the community and
the greater field of conservation
by educating students about the
importance of sustainable actions,
and making these experiences
accessible for youth in an interactive
and memorable way.

“You are targeting the young
minds that will guide the future
of conservation, making this very
meaningful work. This conservation
programming was very specific in

submitted

Are you between the ages of 16
and 24?7 Are you ready to share your
voice and become an advisor to the
federal government and the Prime
Minister of Canada?

The Right Honourable Justin
Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada,
and the Honourable Marci Ien,
Minister of Women and Gender
Equality and Youth, are excited to
kick off the recruitment campaign
for the seventh cohort of the Prime
Minister’s Youth Council (PMYC).
The Government of Canada is looking
for engaged young Canadians from
diverse backgrounds and regions to
step forward and join in shaping the

the sense that it addressed real issues,
but also very broad as there were so
many individual projects and field
trips offered,” says Graham.

For Grade 5 teacher Matthias
Starzner, participating in EcoStewards
allowed his students the opportunity
to not only experience something
new, but also to share that knowledge
with others.

“The students in my class had
never visited the local wetland
before. However, they now all have
a connection to that place and in
turn can help advocate for its care
and protection in the future,” says
Starzner. “Some will visit with
parents or siblings and share their
knowledge; others will share the
story of how a restored wetland can
become home to so many species.
This, in turn, will help support other
local efforts to restore wetlands and
create more wild spaces.”

Thank you to Wildlife Habitat
Canada for your support. We are

future. Applications will be accepted
online until April 14,2024.

The Prime Minister’s Youth
Council is more than just a group;
it is a platform for young Canadians
to provide non-partisan advice that
will inform the Government of
Canada’s approach to addressing
key issues. Individuals who are
eager to identify challenges and
opportunities, and drive meaningful
change are encouraged to apply.

The Council offers valuable
advice on various pressing topics,
including but not limited to the
environment, housing, affordability,
climate change, public health,
mental health, reconciliation and
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honoured to be the inaugural recipient
of this prestigious award; we will
continue to work together to make a
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positive impact on our environment,
and inspire future generations to
become passionate ecostewards!

Robyn Duncan, Wildsight Executive Director, and Jill Jennings, Wildsight Education
Coordinator, with the Diane Griffin Award.

Apply now to join the Prime Minister’s Youth Council

immigration. Your voice matters, and
together, we can make a difference.

The Government of Canada
remains committed to fostering
ongoing dialogue with youth from
all corners of the country.

In the search for the next
cohort of PMYC members, the
Government of Canada is reaching
out to youth directly and to youth-
serving organizations to ensure
the meaningful participation of
Indigenous youth, youth with
disabilities, NEET (not in education,
employment or training) youth,
youth living in rural or remote areas,
and other equity-deserving and
under-represented groups to ensure
representation from all walks of life.

The Prime Minister’s Youth

Council will help shape a future that
reflects the aspirations and diversity
of all Canadians.

In 2016, the Prime Minister
established the Prime Minister’s
Youth Council to provide him with
non-partisan advice on issues of
importance to youth and to all
Canadians. He is the official chair
of the Council. As Minister of
Women and Gender Equality and
Youth, Minister Ien is the Council’s
Vice-Chair.

Officials from across the
Government of Canada frequently
consult the Council as one mechanism
to incorporate youth perspectives in
government policy.

Members typically serve for a
mandate of two years.

Aurora Garrick-Rice dressed in traditional Japanese garb for her coming-of-age ceremony held
at the Kohan Garden March 29. In the Jusan-mairi ceremony, when boys and girls turn 13,
they cross a bridge in a temple garden as a ritual representing their passage from childhood to
adulthood. With Aurora are her parents Manna and Marshall Garrick-Rice.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative

Five community groups will
receive grants from the Community
Development Program. Adjudication
was tabled last council meeting
so that applicants could provide
presentations to council.

Arrow Lakes Search and Rescue
(ALSAR) will receive $2,000 to
purchase uniforms for members.
Uniforms will be weather-proof with
ALSAR identification to increase
responder safety, efficiency, and team
cohesion.

The Nakusp Mixed Slow Pitch
Society will receive $10,000 towards
upgrading the electrical service
for the Nakusp ball field, along
with upgrading the field lights to
LEDs. The total cost of the project
is $40,000.

The Arrow Lakes Caribou
Society will receive $2,000 to create
a short documentary video about the
Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity
Pen. The documentary will help
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broaden public understanding of
how the maternity pen can increase
caribou herd population growth.

Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild
Society will receive $6,040 for a
series of three art workshops on oil
painting, acrylic pour painting, and
watercolour painting. The funds will
pay for instructor fees, art supplies,
advertising, venue rental, and travels
fees for out-of-town instructors.

The Arrow Lakes Historical
Society will receive $3,000 to update
and reprint brochures. Along with
outlining the society’s services, the
brochures will also feature a self-
guided walking tour of buildings and
sites in Nakusp. The update will add
five new buildings to the tour, and
some other sites of interest.
Sports complex
committee terms of
reference

The terms of reference for the
Nakusp and District Sports Complex
Usage Committee were accepted by
council.

“The Committee’s purpose
is to engage with the public and
stakeholders to determine ways to
increase usage in the Nakusp and
District Sports Complex,” the terms
state.

The committee will be disbanded
once it presents its report to council
with its findings.

Committee members will
include two councillors, one RDCK
board member, and six community
members. A broad spectrum of
recreational activities will be
represented on the committee.

Councillor McLaren-Caux asked
about the staff time needed to support
the committee. CAO Robinson
explained that the hours of the
Recreation Clerk position are being
increased from three to five days a
week. The Rec Clerk will work with
the committee using that extra time.
The Rec Clerk position is funded by
the COVID-19 Safe Restart grant,
and has already been accounted for
in the budget.

Workforce housing

The Upper Arrow Housing
Society is looking for land for
affordable housing, and approached
council for help.

A letter from Corinne Tessier,
president of the Nakusp & Area
Development Board (NADB), asks
the Village to approach the Province
about leasing the Ministry of Forest’s
properties at 113 and 115 6th Avenue
NW, and the unused sections of 503
Ist Avenue NW.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik said that
the previous council had talked with
the Province about these lots, but the
lease opportunity fell through.

Council will seek more
information.

New subdivision and
development bylaw

Staff will begin drafting a new
Subdivision and Development
Servicing Bylaw, with a budget of
up to $80,000. The current bylaw
dates back to 1995, so council agreed
it was time for an update.

Long-time Kootenay storyteller Barry Gray releases new book

by Art Joyce

Barry Gray has been known
to Kootenay audiences for more
than two decades as a popular
oral storyteller with the Kootenay
Storytelling Festival. Now he’s
branched out to record a series of
new stories in book form, releasing
The Great Spirit of All Animals last
fall. lustrated with evocative pencil
sketches by artist Jan Peterson,
former Slocan Valley resident, the
book is a delight for readers of
nearly all ages. The book fits with
the ancient tradition of animal stories
such as found in Aesop’s Fables and
the Indigenous storytelling tradition,
but is a wholly original work.

Gray says the stories started as
an oral storytelling project with his
grandson during the pandemic. “He
and I riffed back and forth for a half
hour at a time, each adding details,
at the end of which I raced and got
my laptop to write down as much of
it as I could remember. Three of the
stories came about that way, the rest I
completed as pandemic relief.”

The stories in The Great Spirit
of All Animals follow the life cycle
of the Grizzly King and his adoptive
son Cougar, rescued as a cub when
humans had killed his parents. The
grizzly teaches Cougar how to fish
for salmon and hunt marmots. It’s
known in animal biology that cougars
require an extensive period of hunting
training by their mothers in order
to survive in the wild. Stories of
interspecies adoption appear not
only in storytelling but also in real
life cases, though rarely. Other
characters playing a role in the book
are Raven, Eagle, Osprey, and even
the story of how an ant colony faces
the challenges of ant lions, bears
and other predators. The individual
stories combine to trace a larger story
arc of the Grizzly King’s life and
eventual death and Cougar’s role as
his successor.

In a series of book launches in
Nelson, Creston and near his home

in Harrop, Gray relied on his long
experience as an oral storyteller
rather than reading from the page.
“Of course orally they are fresh
every time, but as soon as you write
them down they are fixed, static, but
hopefully still full of the life I try to
imbue them with when I tell them.”

The oral tradition is likely
humanity’s oldest form of storytelling,
predating written language. Some of
our oldest surviving stories, such as
the 5,000-year-old Epic of Gilgamesh,
are considered by scholars to have
descended from oral versions that
were already ancient when they were
first written down on clay tablets.
Following the advent of the printing
press, oral tales gradually took a back
seat to stories recorded in books, but
the tradition saw a revival in the late
20th century, with entire festivals
now devoted to the art. Professional
storytellers such as Gray often tour
the world telling their tales.

Gray is a former elementary
school teacher, born in Rossland.
His interest in Kootenay history
provided one of his earliest prompts
for creating oral tales, when he was
approached by Procter residents
Gord Reid, Rick Budd and Soren
Madsen who founded the Kootenay
Storytelling Festival in 1998. Gray
created the character Itchy Munro,
“a labourer who could have lived
in Procter in the 1890s and, in the
first person, described life there with
many references to local industry,
culture, and prominent residents.”
The festival ran for nine years, with
a maximum attendance of 900 in a
village of a few hundred. Gray and
a small group formed the Nelson
Storytelling Guild a few years later,
reviving the festival in Nelson but
only for three years before volunteer
burnout set in.

The book’s illustrator, Jan
Peterson, lived in Slocan Park for
many years and now resides in
Mendicino, California. “He and
his wife Sharon had the Kootenay
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Gallery in Nelson, beside Max the
Jeweller’s shop, where Jan exhibited
his sand paintings, primarily of
ocean scenes, which is his artistic
specialty,” Gray recalls. “His work
is stunningly beautiful.”

Will there be a sequel to The
Great Spirit of All Animals? It may
be too early to tell, pardon the pun.
Gray is currently working on turning
the book into a play with costumes,
songs and puppets. He agrees that
the story arc in the book creates a
satisfying and complete cycle all on
its own. But are there other animals

with stories to tell?

“I’'m still ruminating about that.
I find them really easy to write; it
just flows out of me almost like
channelling. Perhaps a totally
separate series with more Raven,
plus Grasshopper, Gopher, Bobcat,
Dragonfly, Squirrel, Great Blue
Heron, and many more. Stay tuned.”

The Great Spirit of All Animals
can be purchased at Spiritwood Books
and Baubles in Nakusp, Raven’s Nest
in New Denver, Eurythmy Books in
Kaslo, Goldrush Books in Rossland
and Otter Books in Nelson.

Barry Gray

The new bylaw will correct errors
and integrate current engineering
standards and best practices, known
as Master Municipal Construction
Documents (MMCD). The goal is
to make it easier to use for both staff
and developers.

Since the bylaw requires input
and designs from civil engineers,
it is costly to update. Luckily, the
Village received $157,704 from
the Province through the Capacity
Funding for Local Government
Housing Initiatives (CFLGHI). The
funding supports local governments
in meeting the new legislative
requirements of Bills 44,46, and 47,
which relate to housing development
and financing.

The Village’s Official Community
Plan will also be updated with the
funds. If council decides, funds
may also go towards creating a
Development Cost Charges bylaw.
Operating and capital
budgets

Although council approved some
minor changes to the 2024 draft
operating budget, residents are still
looking at a 10% tax increase over
last year.

The operating budget is now
sitting at $6,405,903. The general
operating budget is $3,922,733; water
is at $686,488; sewer is at $585,882;
and the hot springs is at $1,210,800.

Council also approved changes
to the 2024 capital budget. Of
the total $3,892,415, the general
capital budget is $1,348,827; water
capital is $808,000; sewer capital
is $1,323,538; and the hot springs
capital budget is $412,050.

Council is set to give first,
second, and third reading to the five-
year financial plan, along with the tax
rate bylaw, at its meeting on April 22.
Adoption of both is set for the May
13 meeting.

The Village included information
about the 2024 budget in the utility
mailout, but no input was received
from residents.

It pays to advertise in the

Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

MEET TORTELLINI!

This is a cat with personality! Tortellini is
a beautiful, short-hair, tortoiseshell, adult
female. She is an indoor-outdoor kitty
and would do best as the only pet in your
home. Who can resist those green eyes?!
To arrange a time to meet our Tortellini,
phone PALS today at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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by Jan McMurray

Temporary traffic-calming
measures along Columbia Street and
8th Avenue in the Lucerne School
neighbourhood will be installed in
April.

“On the request of folks in the
community, we got some funding
and reached out to consultants, and
this is what we got back,” Mayor
Leonard Casley said at council’s
Committee of the Whole meeting
on March 26.

The report from the Watt
Consulting Group says its study
results show that speed and traffic
volumes “seem to be within
acceptable thresholds” and “do
not reflect citizen complaints”™ —
but that traffic-calming measures
could be implemented “to prevent
neighbourhood shortcutting and
perceived speeding issues.” The
report recommends approximately
$40,000 in traffic-calming
improvements along Columbia
Street and 8th Avenue.

A staff memo to council says the
Village will spend about $12,500
— what’s left of the $20,000 grant
— to implement some of Watt’s
recommendations. The project
includes purchasing and installing
temporary traffic-calming curbs and
two signs, and doing some white-
line pavement marking. Traffic-
calming curbs, which make the
roadway narrower, will be placed
at the intersection of 8th Avenue

and Columbia, and along Columbia
between 8th and 9th.

After a year, the project should
be evaluated, staff says in the
memo, with a traffic data study and
a survey of residents. At that point,
council may want to consider a more
permanent solution, such as speed
tables (similar to speed bumps).

“We’re proposing to purchase
these temporary measures that we
can use in other locations for other
concerns, but we’ll try it and if works,
maybe we’ll decide to do something
permanent and these temporary
things can be used elsewhere,” the
CAO said.

The Watt Consulting Group’s
report says the temporary measures
“can be expected to have minor
benefits with respect to speed
reduction,” and while they are
“not directly applicable to volume
reduction,” it is expected that they
will discourage shortcutting because
they will slow vehicles down and
reduce their ease of movement
through the neighbourhood.

This area of town sees people
shortcutting between Hwy 31A
(New Denver-Kaslo highway) and
Hwy 6. Vehicles turn off Hwy 31A
at 8th Avenue, then travel down
Columbia to Hwy 6, and vice versa.
Some years ago, in response to
residents’ concerns about the shortcut
and speeding, signage was placed
on Hwy 31A in the vicinity of 8th
Avenue to direct traffic to continue

COMMUNITY I
Traffic-calming measures planned for New Denver neighbourhood

down 31Ato Hwy 6 —New Denver’s
main intersection and entrance to
downtown.

However, residents’ concerns
continued. The 2021 Active
Transportation Network Plan
recommended traffic calming in
the neighbourhood, and residents
again requested action on the issue
in spring 2023. The Village applied
for a $20,000 BC Vision Zero grant
and got it.

“This is not coming from tax
dollars,” CAO Lisa Scott explained
at the Committee of the Whole
meeting. “The funding paid for Watt
Consulting Group’s report, the staff
time to deal with it, and the traffic
calming measures. It’s not costing
the taxpayers anything.”

Council heard from three
residents in favour of the traffic-
calming measures, and one
against. Helen Davis wrote to say
speed tables are her first choice,
but she is happy to start with the
temporary measures. She asked that
speed limit signs be posted in the
neighbourhood, and that the limit be
reduced from 40 kilometres per hour
to 30. Susie O’Donnell wrote to say
she hopes the measures work to slow
traffic and reduce shortcutting, and
pointed out that another benefit is
that tourists will discover downtown
New Denver if they don’t take the
shortcut. Daniel Hellyer spoke in
favour of the measures, focusing on
the loss to the economy of people

bypassing downtown.

Ray Schuff spoke against traffic-
calming measures. A resident of that
neighbourhood, he said he regularly
walked to work for over two years
and had only one bad experience in
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that time. He said the Watt report
confirms that traffic volumes and
speeds are acceptable. “I don’t think
this is required,” he said. “Most
people do the speed limit. I just think
it’s a dead issue.”

Curbside collection vote coming up May 11
for residents of southern Slocan Valley

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative

The referendum on curbside
collection of garbage, recyclables
and compost for some Area H and F
residents is coming up on May 11, with
advanced polls May 1.

Residents from Passmore Old Road
to Bonnington, and up the north side
of Kootenay River and the West Arm
to Crescent Bay are eligible to vote.
Check rdck.ca/FHCurbside for the map,
or email organics@rdck.ca or call 250-
551-6647 to find out if your address is
in the proposed service area.

Residents and non-resident property
owners can vote in person from 8 am to
8 pm at the RDCK Nelson Office, or
at the Crescent Valley Hall. Electors
wishing to vote by mail ballot must
apply to the RDCK between April 11
and May 9 at4 pm, and must return their
ballots by 8 pm on May 11.

The curbside collection would be a
three-stream service: garbage, recycling,
and food waste. If the referendum
passes, in 2025 residents would
have biweekly curbside collection of
garbage and recycling (printed paper

and packaging), and weekly collection
of food waste. The service also comes
with a new wildlife resistant garbage
bin, counter-top container (for organics),
and a recycling container. Waste would
be collected wherever a driveway meets
a public road.

Most organic waste would be
accepted. Not only the usual veggie
and fruit scraps, but also meats, dairy,
bones, grains, eggs, food-soiled paper,
and other items not usually allowed in
backyard composters can be collected
curbside. This has the potential to reduce
wildlife conflicts by offering a way
to remove attractants from properties
every week.

The absolute most the RDCK could
charge residents for the service annually,
until 2029, would be $280.02/year. This
equals $23.33/month, or $5.38/week.
The exact costs won’t be calculated until
there is a competitive bidding process
for the service provider.

Apublic information session will be
held at Crescent Valley Hall on April 9,
6:30-8:30 pm; at North Shore Hall on
April 23, 6:30-8:30 pm; and online on
April 25, 6-7:30 pm.
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Wide Spot: The

Helpers
by Therese DesCamp

When my little brother died, I
found myself utterly alone. I felt
like I was trapped in a transparent
box, invisible to everyone but me.
No matter what I said or did, I
couldn’t get out. I couldn’t touch
anyone. And no matter what anyone
else said or did, it didn’t touch me.
The senseless tragedy of his death
isolated me.

Senseless tragedies come in
all shapes and sizes. A teenager
overdoses. A forest fire wipes out a
community. A terrorist blows up a
nightclub. Children starve to death.

We call these tragedies senseless
because we can’t take them in: they
make no sense. They render life
meaningless. When they happen
directly to us, the “thing that
happened” grabs front and centre in
our waking minds. We obsessively
replay painful memories. We feel
deeply isolated from the world and
from the people we love. Even if
we’re just on the periphery of the
event, our lives can be indelibly
altered by tragedy.

Common reactions to senseless
tragedy are anger and blame. This
is reasonable: sometimes there
are people to blame and reasons
to be angry. This whole mess of
emotions is a normal response of
flesh and blood. The instinctual part

of the brain is at work, attempting
to wrestle some meaning back into
life. This is how many of us try to
get back to ‘normal.’

The problem is that neither
blame nor anger will ultimately heal
the loss. They won’t get us out of our
invisible isolation box. For healing,
may I suggest that we listen to Mr.
Rogers?

Fred Rogers told kids that when
they saw scary things on the news,
they should look for the helpers.
This adage came back to me after
a recent personal calamity. As the
days after the event went by, and
disturbing memories popped up for
the umpteenth time, it occurred to
me that a number of helpers — all
of them strangers — were also in
those memories. One came with
flares, one offered her presence,
one had knowledge of resources in
the area, and one organized names
and numbers.

I am not trying to suggest that
the griefs of tragedy should or could
be bypassed by a Pollyanna focus on
what’s nice. I’'m simply saying that
when your world has exploded, it’s
not a bad idea to poke around and
see what else is there besides the
catastrophe. It helps to use a really,
really wide lens, one big enough
to notice that in the midst of what
seems like total darkness, there are
sparks of light.

In my religious tradition, this
is a time when we remember a big
senseless tragedy, full of betrayal,

New grant program for outdoor recreation

submitted

The Outdoor Recreation Council of
BC has launched a new grant program
to support outdoor recreation initiatives
across the province.

“By establishing the Outdoor
Recreation Fund of BC grant program,
the council aims to provide financial
support to community-based initiatives
that promote outdoor recreation and
safeguard the environment,” a press
release states.

The grants will vary insize and scope,
and funding will be available for charities
and non-profits, local governments and
Indigenous governments.

The grant program will focus

on funding projects that align with
three core objectives: outdoor access
and infrastructure, stewardship and
education, and inclusive participation.

The creation of the grant program
was made possible through a one-time
$10 million grant from the Province of
BC in May 2023. This grant established
an endowment fund - the Outdoor
Recreation Fund of BC. The income
from the endowment fund will serve as
a perpetual funding source for the grant
program.

The Outdoor Recreation Fund of
BC grant program is now open for
applications. Interested parties are
encouraged to visit the ORCBC website.

Reclaiming the
Divine Mother

A day of learning, meditation
and community
9-3 Saturday April 20th

Space limited.
Contact widespottz@netidea.com
for more information.

Sponsored by Turner Zion Pastoral
Charge, United Church of Canada
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abandonment and death. But when
I'look widely, there’s more. There’s
the one who wipes his face. There

are the ones who stand vigil. There’s
the one who brings something to
drink. The helpers are there, letting

the one who is suffering know, “You
are not alone.” Isn’t that, after all,
what we all need to hear?

RDCK adopts five-year financial plan

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

After months of discussion and
public engagement sessions, the board
of directors has finalized the 2024-2028
five-year financial plan.

Taxpayers are looking at an overall
average tax increase of 5.8%, but this
varies from area to area.

“I want to thank staff and directors
for the untold hours and effort in putting

this budget together,” said Yev Malloff,
Chief Financial Officer. “And the public.
We had a very engaged public this year.”

Atthe start of discussions in January,
the RDCK anticipated an overall tax
increase of 11.1%. At the beginning of
March, it stood at 9.3%. The final figure
is 5.8%.

“This improvement was achieved
due to the diligent efforts of both RDCK
staff and directors over the past two

months,” said Malloff. “Part of the
improvement was also aligning the way
we calculate the taxation change with
other BC local governments.”

Though the 5.8% figure puts
the RDCK at the lower end of 2024
regional district taxation increases,
explained Malloff, different regional
districts face different sets of challenges
and opportunities in each year, which
influences taxation.

Joyce offers one-day workshop in poetic craft

submitted

It’s one of humanity’s oldest arts,
yet it’s seldom seen in popular culture
these days. It has given us some of the
greatest works of literature, from ancient
Mesopotamia through Shakespeare to
the present. What is it? Poetry! If you
like popular music, you’re listening to a
form of poetry in song lyrics every day.
Join Sean Arthur Joyce —author of seven
books of poetry —for a special workshop
on the craft to be held at the Langham

CORRECTIONS

In our article, ‘The Last Stop
film premiere showcases Slocan
history,” we noted that, “Director
Kaio Kathriner has won a best
cinematography award for the film
at the Okanagan Film Awards.”
Director of cinematography for the
film was Stefan Berrill, hence he
would be the recipient of that award.
The film actually won two awards
at the Okanagan Screen Awards,
including second place for Best
Feature Doc. Also, we got the name
of Pat Butler’s grandfather wrong.
Harry Butler (not Gary) was there
the night the barge sank.

in Kaslo, April 20 from 10 am to 4 pm.

In this one-day workshop, Joyce will
explain the fundamental tools of poetic
craft, including the use of metaphor,
allegory and imagery. In addition, he will
cover the basics of structure, including
how interior thyme adds musicality to
poetic language and why line breaks are
important. Learning how to edit your
own work is essential, and Joyce explains
the principles found within traditional
Japanese haiku to help poets understand
how to make their language concise and
evocative. “Not a word wasted and every
word ints place,” as T.S. Eliot once said.

Students should come prepared to
take notes and participate in readings

and discussions of selected poems that
illustrate points of poetic craft. Areading
list will be provided. Bring one to three
of your own poems so that Joyce can
provide critiques based on workshop
principles. Depending on available
time, this portion will occur either in the
afternoon session or privately via email
with the student. Joyce has committed
to provide this service to each student as
part of the workshop fee.

The workshop cost is $75 per person
but a sliding scale is available for those
with limited incomes or those attending
school. Contact the author to discuss.

To register, contact Joyce directly at
ajoyce@uniserve.com.

SERVING THE
SLOCAN VALLEY AND
KOOTENAY REGION

* Tractors/agricultural equipment

* Construction equipment, light duty trucks
and trailers

* Welding and minor fabrication work

* Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774

Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

FREE TECH ACCESS - Need to use
a computer or connect to the internet?
Struggling to use your own digital devices?
CBAL has you covered! Every Wednesday
at the North Slocan Community Library
(formerly Reading Centre) in New Denver,
we offer one-on-one support and free access
to technology from 5 pm to 7 pm. Email
ttremaine@cbal.org or phone 250-265-3736
for more information.

1983 T-BIRD for sale. 250-777-1570.
2012 HD SWITCHBACK, 55,000km.
One owner, no accidents. All service
records. Sweet ride! Selling because I am
downsizing.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

CHURCH SERVICES

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New

Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799 @gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

2024 at 10 am at Knox Hall, New Denver.

Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
AGM will be held on Wednesday, April
24 at 7 pm. Location is 710 Harold Street,
Slocan.

PLEASE JOIN US every Sunday at 3 pm
for Mass at St. Mary’s Church, Slocan.
Give yourself an hour each week for peace
and reflection.
ST.STEPHEN’SANGLICAN CHURCH
in New Denver will be holding Sunday
Worship services at 10 am on April 9, 16,
23 and 30, 2024. All are welcome.
CALLING ALL SENIORS! Tuesday
Coffee 10 am - 12 noon April 9, 16,23, 30.
Slocan Park Community Hall,3036 Hwy 6.
Info: contact Bonny @ bfritz03@hotmail.
com ALL SENIORS WELCOME.
SQUARE DANCE - Saturday, April 13 at
the Bosun Hall. Bring indoor shoes and a
water bottle. Singles welcome. 7 pm start
so please arrive a little earlier. Admission
by donation.

‘VEGAS’NIGHT SPRING FLING at the
Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold Street
in Slocan, Saturday April 20. Doors open
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm AMAZING
BUFFET by Pat & Peggy. Entertainment.
8 pm more casino. ADVANCE TICKETS:
at the Legion Friday/Sunday evenings,
Mountain Valley Station or phone 250-355-
2672 to reserve. Gambling Chips 50 cents
each. No minors please. Banquet worth the
money even if you don’t gamble! Everyone
welcome.

THE KOHAN REFLECTION
GARDEN Spring Clean-up will be 9AM
- 4PM, on April 6th & 7th. Bring work
gloves and a leaf rake. Hot beverages
will be available and two delicious soups
provided for lunch. Before the work party,
on Friday, April 5 at 9:30 am, volunteers
will take down the strings of Holiday
Lights. If there’s a good work crew, this
job takes just two hours. SLGS thanks, in
advance, all the great volunteers who turn
out for this bi-annual event.
SLOCAN LAKE BOATING
ASSOCIATION AGM: Saturday, April 20,

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST at the
Slocan Valley Legion Hall, 502 Harold St.,
Slocan. Sunday May 12, 8:30 am to 11:30
am. Hosted by the Legion, served by the
men! Menu: Pancakes with strawberries
& whipped cream, scrambled eggs, ham,
sausages, hash browns, fruit salad, coffee,
tea, juice. $15 each, children 6 & under $6
each. Everyone welcome!

SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
presents Yard & Yardage, Sunday, April 28,
10-2. Plants, food, fabric, yarn, notions and
ashow of members’ work. Hwy 6 at Perry’s
Backroad, 5 minutes north of Winlaw. 250-
355-2459 for information.

MOUNTAINSIDE CHAMBER MUSIC
is open for early bird registration for
Cello Focus (June 7-9) and Chamber
Strings (July 8-12) in Nelson on April
19 with final deadline May 17. Visit
www.mountainsidechambermusic.com for
details. Contact Sue at 250-777-1704 or
mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.com
CELLO LESSONS: Sign up now for
Valhalla Fine Arts spring cello lessons
with instructor Heather Huether from
April through June. All ages welcome.
No experience necessary. Instruments are
available for rent. $375 for the term + $30
registration. For more details or to sign up
visit valhallafinearts.org/site/inro-strings/
FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
45-INCH FARM KING POWER
TILLER with 3-point hitch. Rarely used.
Excellent shape. $2,000. Pair of new 7-foot
wooden oars. $60.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10°, 15°,20°,
247,40, 45°, 53’ or any custom sizes —
we can build it. Modifications, windows,
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108.
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.
70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.
250-358-2756.
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NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

BOOKKEEPER, ASSISTANT, OR
ASSOCIATE to manage finances for a
new business selling innovative, efficient
educational material. This is a radically new
way to teach math that has been thoroughly
tested both scientifically and in practice, and
it WORKS!! And how! Interested? Call
250 269 7379.

POSITION FOR PRIVATE CARE
AIDE.:Location, Winlaw. 2-3 shifts per
week at 4 to 6 hours. Experience necessary,
HCA Certification preferred. Wage 26.68/
hr. Contact nordic.es@protonmail .com
HELP WANTED FOR WOODBURY!!
Summer seasonal room cleaners, front desk
office/store. Call 250-353-7717 or email
woodburyresort@netidea.com for more
information.

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide dignity, respect,
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

PUBLIC NOTICE, March 21, 2024.
TAKE NOTICE THAT; anyone with an
equal, prior or superior equitable or legal
right or interest in/to/for/of the Title:
GARIEPY, SUSAN LYNN or SUSAN
LYNN GARIEPY in any style variation
thereof capable to confuse, suspend or clog
said Title, right or interest in/to/for Title is
HEREBY REQUESTED to present their
claim to witness: Susan Gariepy, c/o 175
1st Street, Montrose, British Columbia
VOG 1P0 before expiration of thirty days
of this publication.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including any
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can
receive free, confidential support by calling
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go
directly to your local emergency room for
confidential care.

PETS

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING

struggles into strengths. Get real-life

results with games-based training. Have

fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WI-FI - installation & repair: Xplore,
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.

FOUNDATIONS « ROOFING « RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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Enhanced technology will help better predict wildfire movement, growth

submitted

To better protect people and
communities from wildfires, the BC
Wildfire Service is expanding the use of
wildfire predictive technologies.

“As the impacts of climate change
evolve, so too must our ability to
manage the threat of wildfires in our
communities,” said Bruce Ralston,
Minister of Forests. “During
a wildfire, every second counts as
wildfire professionals deploy aircraft
and firefighters to tackle blazes. By
adding more technology to the BC
Wildfire Service’s tool Kit, our talented
firefighters will be able to make critical
decisions faster when it matters most.”

In advance of the 2024 wildfire
season, BC is introducing technology
that can produce real-time wildfire
behaviour predictions and incorporate
information directly from the field.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Spring Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

This is aligned with feedback from
the Premier’s Expert Task Force on
Emergencies and follows last year’s
successful trial of the software.

The wildfire predictive technology
will first be introduced in the Coastal
and Kamloops Fire Centres, where
it has already been trialled to ensure
compatibility with forest and fuel
conditions. Following continued trials,
refinements and staff training, BC’s
remaining four regional fire centres
will phase in the new wildfire predictive
technology throughout 2024.

While wildfire predictive technology
does not replace the experience and skills
of qualified BC Wildfire Service staff, it
provides wildfire decision-makers with
more intelligence and more time to plan
their operations. With this expanded
level of intelligence, the BC Wildfire
Service can even more proactively

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCRY)

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription
Only

$5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

respond to wildfires, giving people more
time to act during an emergency.

Wildfire growth modelling works
by using data from weather models,
topography and fuel maps. The
technology being implemented by the
BC Wildfire Service includes the ability
to use existing geospatial data and
fuel maps, but also uses an app-based
interface to allow for on-the-ground
inputs in real time. The technology
includes an interface for field staff,
operational decision-makers and fire
behaviour specialists who each have
a unique role to play in forecasting,
resource planning and fighting wildfires.

Collaborative efforts with
jurisdictions using similar technologies,
including California and Australia, have
allowed the BC Wildfire Service to
quickly operationalize and expand the
use of these tools.

“The availability of a common
operating picture when facing rapidly
evolving emergencies can be the
difference between life and death,” said
Thom Porter, task force member and
former director of California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection. “I"ve
experienced first-hand the power
of technology to transform the way
response organizations work together
to reduce impacts to communities and
natural values. British Columbia’s
investment in predictive technologies
and sharing information among
responders is an investment that will
save lives, property and the environment
in 2024 and beyond.”

The BC Wildfire Service is
committed to using emergency tools and
technology to enhance the effectiveness
of wildland firefighting in BC and
keeping people safe. Other technology

FREE drop off all
scrap metals,
appliances
NO FRIDGES,
FREEZERS
Free used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5
Call ahead 250-359-7815

3453 Yeatman Rd. South Slocan

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or
get a promotional movie
for your social media in
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and
production, interview and
drone services provided.
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

(250)800-9250

REAL ESTATE

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

trials underway include using drones for
aerial ignitions, infrared scanning for
hazard assessments, and 5G technology
for more sensor networks used to
monitor forest conditions. The BC
Wildfire Service is also taking action
to improve firefighter safety, including
better testing of carbon monoxide
exposure and respiratory protective
equipment.

The Premier’s Expert Task Force on
Emergencies was established in October
2023 to provide advice to the Province
as government prepares for the 2024
wildfire season. The Province continues
to implement feedback from the task
force in real time.

Real-time wildfire information can
be found on the BC Wildfire Service
mobile app, which is available for
Apple and Android users, or at https://
wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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Call for applications for Environment and Climate Change youth Council

submitted

Meaningful engagement of youth in
government decision-making is essential
to effectively address the greatest
challenges of our time. Conserving
biodiversity, protecting the environment,
preventing pollution, and taking climate
change action are top priorities for
many young people. When youth are
meaningfully involved in decision-
making, their important perspectives
and innovative thinking benefits all
Canadians.

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault,
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change, is inviting young people in
Canada between the ages of 18 to 29
to show their interest in becoming a
member of the Environment and Climate
Change Youth Council by applying to the
anticipatory recruitment process.

Since 2022, the Environment and

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Climate Change Youth Council has
provided opportunities for youth in
Canada to participate in meaningful
discussions with the federal government
on the key challenges of our time.
Youth Council members are appointed
by the Minister for two years to
provide non-partisan advice to the
Minister and Environment and Climate
Change Canada to help shape Canada’s
environment and climate policies.
Members gain skills and experience
to build or advance their careers and
expand their networks of youth and
environmental and climate leaders.

The current call for applications is
being done in anticipation of a second
cohort of the Youth Council, which will
consist of up to 12 youth in Canada.
Its membership will aim to reflect the
Canadian population with respect to
regional representation; Indigenous

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

identity; gender identity; linguistic,
ethnic, and cultural diversity; and life
experiences. Interested Canadians and
permanent residents are encouraged to
apply online. The deadline is April 26.

Youth Council members have a
two-year mandate and meet at least every
three months. Members can expect to
spend about five hours per month on
Council-related activities.

In 2019, the Government of Canada
announced Canada’s Youth Policy —
created for youth, by youth. The policy
reflects the values and priorities of
young people in Canada and commits
the government to create meaningful
opportunities for youth voices to be heard
and respected.

In the 2021 State of Youth Report,
youth reiterated environment and climate
action as a key priority that is important
to youth today.

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

The Environment and Climate
Change Youth Council was launched in
2022. The first cohort of 10 members
was appointed for a two-year period and

has provided non-partisan advice to the
Minister and Environment and Climate
Change Canada on issues including
climate change and biodiversity.

Cake decorating at Kootenay Gallery with
winner of Great Canadian Baking Show

submitted

The Kootenay Gallery is thrilled to
showcase the ephemeral and delicious
art of cake decorating by hosting the
winner of this past season’s Great
Canadian Baking Show, Loic Fauteux-
Goulet, to the gallery on Sunday,
May 5. Fauteux-Goulet will provide
a demonstration of both 2D and 3D
cake decorating techniques for creating
beautiful floral designs for a limited
number of registrants, who will have the
opportunity to decorate their own cakes
under his tutelage.

The doors will then open to the

Your ad

could be

here for
only $20.00

+ GST

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

general public for a meet and greet
reception and an opportunity to hear
Fauteux-Goulet speak about his culinary
journey, while enjoying refreshments and
a slice of cake baked by Mr. Fauteux-
Goulet himself.

Registration is also required for the
reception. Folks are welcome to register
for either the cake demo/workshop
(which includes the reception) or just the
reception itself.

More information and registration
forms can be found at www.
kootenaygallery.com/eventsinfo/
workshops.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
April 12,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST
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Harrop-Procter Community Forest creates videos on wildfire risk reduction

submitted

Effective storytelling is no easy
feat. It requires an entertaining
balance of delivering key information
and themes, as well as hooking the
audience from the beginning until the
end credits roll.

When the Harrop-Procter
Community Cooperative (HPCC)
set out to create four educational
films on wildfire risk reduction, their
goal was to attract — and keep — the
interest of an audience spanning the
entire province of BC and beyond, all
while creating jobs for professionals
in the arts sector.

The HPCC is a community
service cooperative managing 11,300
hectares of public land behind the
villages of Harrop and Procter.
The co-op practices socially and
environmentally progressive forestry
and has worked in community
wildfire protection for over 10
years. As a founding member of the
BC Community Forest Association
(BCCFA) and leader in BC’s
community forest movement, the
HPCC has become a vital resource
when it comes to innovative forestry
and climate change adaptation.

With support from partners
Columbia Basin Trust and the
Province of BC, the HPCC’s Forest

Manager Erik Leslie worked with
Nelson-based Watershed Productions
to create and distribute four short
films, along with shorter teaser
versions, between June 2021 and
April 2022. These videos aim to
promote community awareness and
inform public support for wildfire
risk reduction activities and continue
to be used today.

“We wanted to make videos that
are relatively easy to digest and tell
community stories through a range
of voices and perspectives,” says
Leslie. “We took a documentary,
narrative-style approach to help
people understand the issues around
wildfire protection, climate change,
and forest management for wildfire
risk reduction, using local interviews
and examples from our community
forest.”

Distilling technical information
into accessible ten-minute videos that
engage a diverse audience required
the expertise of Amy Bohigian,
founder of Watershed Productions,
a video production and marketing
company specializing in community-
based storytelling. The film project
not only created eight new jobs in
the creative arts industry — a sector
that was struggling post-COVID
— but it also provided training and

skill development for a burgeoning
director.

“Amy hired eight creative
professionals in film writing,
production supervision, editing,
sound and graphic design on a
contract basis, as well as a less
experienced director she mentored
on the job,” explains Leslie. “I
worked closely with Amy to develop
the content and she created narratives
based on the information I provided.”

Each video focuses on a
different topic: community wildfire
protection through the context of
fire history, ecology and climate
change using Harrop-Procter as
a case study; rural wildfire risk
reduction with a FireSmart focus
featuring homeowners’ perspectives;
techniques used by the HPCC
to reduce fuel loads, addressing
concerns regarding watersheds and
wildlife habitats; and a synopsis/
overview summarizing all three
films.

“The videos are great!” says
Leslie. “They’ve broadened the
co-op’s engagement and advanced
the discussion around community
wildfire risk reduction, showing the
public how and why the HPCC’s work
protects the land and community
through concrete, positive examples

Check your plum trees for black knot fungus

by Jan McMurray

New Denver-Silverton’s local
landscaper, Simon Lindley, is
warning people about black knot
fungus in plum and mayday trees.

“This is a killer and there’s no
cure for it,” he says in a Facebook
post. “I am quite concerned that
this might wipe out our plum trees
throughout the valley if we don’t
collectively get on this.”

The disease showed up about 10
years ago and has spread significantly
this year, Lindley said. “This year is
the worst I’ve ever seen.”

Lindley says the only treatment
is aggressive pruning or removal.
“With aggressive pruning and
mitigation work at the early stages
it can be kept under control and
kept from reaching its contagious
stages, providing many years of
healthy plums to pick, but if trees are
infected considerably, the tree should
be cut down and the wood burned.
Clippings, branches, or the full tree
should not be added to a waste pile
or sent to the transfer station as this
only further spreads the disease.”

Lindley says pruning tools need
to be sterilized immediately after
making any cuts to a tree with
the fungus, even before making
more cuts to the same tree. The
wounds created by the cuts should
be sterilized, too.

The sterilization solution
that Lindley uses is 99% alcohol
spray, followed by a wipe, then a
chlorine spray, and a final squirt of
Lysol Complete. The University of
Connecticut recommends a 10%
bleach solution, but Lindley doesn’t
think this is strong enough.

As for prevention, Lindley says
there is some evidence that treating
the tree when dormant with a lime

sulfur fungicide might reduce the
risk of it getting infected, especially
on the new green shoots or wounds.

Information from the University
of Minnesota says the fungus grows
within branches for several months
with no outward signs of the disease.
It shows up after a year as a swollen
area of the branch, with a velvety
olive green covering. After two
years, the gall is black and hard, and
releases spores during wet periods
in the spring. The spores are carried
by the wind to other trees, infecting

young green shoots and wounded
branches.

“I have driven around and
identified numerous plum trees that
have not been tended to or pruned
in any way for years, and most are
filled with black knot,” Lindley said.

The disease can be found in
cherry trees as well.

Lindley recommends contacting
your horticulturalist, arborist or his
business, Simon Lindley Garden
Services, for more information or a
tree inspection.

Black knot fungus is spreading throughout the West Kootenay.

and through residents’ stories.”

Basin residents are deeply
invested in the impacts of climate
change on the environment, which
is reflected in a 2020 public survey
the HPCC conducted that found
80% of residents considered wildfire
risk reduction to be “extremely
important.” These results are no
surprise considering the Harrop-
Procter community received two
evacuation alerts for wildfires in
2003 and in 2017.

This project is just one example
of how collective, coordinated efforts
address this complex issue directly.
Distributed through the BCCFA,
Balfour-Harrop Fire Department,
Regional District of Central
Kootenay, BC Wildfire Service and

public presentations, the films have
an enduring online presence and are
able to reach a global audience via
the HPCC’s YouTube channel.

“T usually play one of the videos
during community meetings to
set the tone and spread the word
about the work HPCC is doing,
and it’s been extremely effective,”
Leslie adds. “It was a lot of work
to film active operations and set up
all the interviews within our busy
community, but it was worth it
because video is the best medium for
reaching a broad audience. People
say the films have inspired ‘aha’
moments, especially for those who
didn’t know the long history of how
we got to where we are in terms of
climate change.”

Erik Leslie, Forest Manager of the Harrop-Procter Community Co-operative.

1-3105 29TH STREET
VERNON, BC
V1T 5A8

MELARNOLD.CA
250-260-5020
MEL.ARNOLD.C1@PARL.GC.CA

THE VALLEY VOICE 1S
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan
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RDCK Local Conservation Fund helping support local water, wildlife and habitat

submitted by Kootenay Conservation
Program

Eight important conservation
projects were approved last month by
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) Directors to receive funding
from the RDCK Local Conservation
Fund (RDCK LCF) in 2024. A
local government service, the Local
Conservation Fund provides dedicated
funding to valuable conservation
projects in Electoral Areas A, D, E,
and H.

“These conservation projects
will positively impact our natural
environment in the Slocan Valley,
and therefore improve our quality
of life,” said Walter Popoff, RDCK
Electoral Area H Director. “They are
of significant value for residents, as
shown through the positive results of
2022’s referendum, and I look forward
to seeing the on-the-ground results of
the projects.”

“This year we were excited to see
numerous applications for projects in
the Slocan Valley, along with projects
across the remainder of the service
area,” said Kendal Benesh, Local
Conservation Fund coordinator for
Kootenay Conservation Program,
which works in partnership with
the RDCK to administer the fund.
“These projects are supporting native
plant and wildlife species, habitat
restoration, and community initiatives
in the area, and will provide tangible
conservation actions in the region.”

The Wildlife Conservation Society
of Canada (WCSC) will receive
$22,865 for their Enhancing Bat
Habitat and Monitoring Populations
in the West Kootenays project.
This project will create, assess, and

monitor roosting structures for bats
in the Slocan and North Kootenay
Lake areas, building resiliency of
bat populations in the RDCK. Bats
are the longest-lived and slowest
reproducing of all small mammals, and
are an important contributor to healthy
ecosystems by providing insect control
and nutrient cycling.

The RDCK LCF is supporting the
BC Wildlife Federation and Slocan
River Streamkeepers Society in a
collaborative project on the Crooked
Horn Farm in the Slocan Valley. In
phase two of the project, $20,000
will help to restore and enhance 0.25
hectares of wetland habitat. Notably,
the project places a strong emphasis
on the conservation of species such
as the Western toad, Columbia spotted
frog, Western painted turtle, birds,
and invertebrates, and will create
shallow wetlands that can mitigate
flood waters during freshet and high
rain events, which are frequent in the
Slocan Valley.

A new recipient of the funding
this year is the Okanagan Nation
Alliance (ONA), which will receive
$18.095 for the creation and protection
of anthropogenic bat habitat in the
RDCK. The ONA plans to create a
new roost for bats (a bat condo) in
the Slocan Valley, provide education
and outreach including supporting
citizen science and the annual bat
count, update the map of all known
roost locations to date in the RDCK
to inform disease surveillance,
monitoring, and conservation plans,
and continue supporting landowners
to aid in human-bat coexistence.

Another new recipient this year is
Elk Root Conservation Farm Society,

who will be receiving $18,000 for the
Slocan Valley Pollinator Highway
Project: Phase One, to support
pollinator habitat connectivity. The
organization will utilize a phased
approach to create a pollinator
highway, beginning in Vallican and
eventually expanding. Pollinator
highways offer significant benefits
to wild pollinators by providing food
sources such as native wildflowers
for pollen and nectar, connecting
otherwise fragmented habitats, and
contributing to overall ecosystem
function and agricultural productivity.

The Valhalla Foundation
for Ecology (VFE), another new
recipient this year, will be receiving
$14.400 towards their Snk’mip Marsh
Sanctuary Habitat Enhancement and
Invasive Plant Management project.
The Snk’mip Marsh, a rare wetland in
a biodiverse nature sanctuary located
at the north end of Slocan Lake,
contains a significant variety of native
plant and animal species, including
species at risk such as the Coeur
d’Alene salamander and Western
painted turtle. This project will directly
benefit species at risk in the area by
enhancing habitat and reducing the
threat of invasive plants.

The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society is the recipient of $13,500
towards their North Slocan Bull Trout
Conservation Project. The population
of bull trout in Slocan Lake continues
to be ‘At Risk’, and the goal of
this project is to protect endangered
bull trout in the North Slocan from
further population declines through
the assessment and development of
a management plan to support their
recovery through defined conservation
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efforts.

The RDCK LCF is again
supporting the Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions project,
facilitated by the Lardeau Valley
Opportunity LINKS Society, which
will receive $13,800 to assist private
landowners with reducing grizzly bear
conflicts through a 50% cost share for
electric fencing equipment to protect
their livestock and/or crops from bears,
and providing education and support
to Kootenay Lake and Slocan Valley
residents.

Finally, the Central Kootenay
Invasive Species Society (CKISS)
will receive $9,316 for their project
‘Kootenay BroomBusters — A
Community Led Pulling Together
Program.” Scotch broom, which is
identified as the top worst invasive
species offender for impacts on the
most species at risk in the province,
is concentrated along the west arm
and the main body of Kootenay Lake,
although sites are scattered throughout
the region, including the Slocan Valley.
The overarching goal of this project
is to establish a long-term model for
community-led invasive plant removal
in the Central Kootenays, particularly

on private land, and to empower
residents to become land stewards.

The RDCK Local Conservation
Fund was established by the RDCK in
AreasA,D and Ein 2014, and in Area
H in 2022 by referendum. Property
owners in these electoral areas pay an
annual tax of $15 per parcel towards
this dedicated fund, which provides
financial support to local projects that
help conserve and restore the area’s
valuable natural surroundings.

To find out if your idea for a
conservation project qualifies, or if
you have questions about the fund,
contact KCP Local Conservation
Fund Manager Kendal Benesh at
1-844-775-2722 or email kendal@
kootenayconservation.ca.

The application intake for 2025
projects will open in August 2024
and all applications must be received
on or by October 31, 2024. For more
information on the RDCK LCF:
https://kootenayconservation.ca/rdck-
local-conservation-fund/.

For more information on the 2024
approved projects as well as past
RDCK LCF funded projects: https:/
kootenayconservation.ca/rdck-local-
conservation-fund-projects/.

Installation of a bat roosting pole with BrandenBark™ at the Crawford Bay Hall in 2023. The
Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada is a funding recipient of the RDCK Local Conservation
Fund this year, to enhance bat habitat in the West Kootenay, and monitor endangered bat species.




