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About the end of January this year,  someone trespassed onto property owned by Halcyon Point Development,  and removed a 
footbridge about 25 feet in length and 4 feet wide.  This bridge had been in place for many years, was quite attractive, and had 

considerable sentimental value to us here.  As well as the bridge, some snow fencing, and no trespassing signs were also taken.  
The Nakusp RCMP has opened a file on this theft/vandalism, and is investigating.

Halcyon Point at this time offers a $5000.00 reward to anyone providing information leading to the footbridge’s recovery, or the 
apprehension of the responsible parties.

Persons with information can call Halcyon Point at 778 887 9265 or the Nakusp RCMP 250 265 3677 Please quote investigative file 24786

submitted
Local biologist Wayne McCrory’s 

book Wild Horses of the Chilcotin: Their 
History and Future recently won the 
Basil Stuart-Stubbs Prize for the most 
outstanding scholastic book in BC for 
2024. It has also received a starred rating 
for a book of its genre on the US Booklist 
and was recently number one on the BC 
Book bestsellers list for six weeks. 

Published by Harbour Publishing, 
McCrory’s book is a richly illustrated 
story about his intellectual and emotional 
journey in the country of the Xeni 
Gwet’in/Tŝilhqot’in People in the 
Brittany Triangle section of the Chilcotin 
Plateau of southern British Columbia. 
Through his engagement in Tŝilhqot’in 
oral histories and legends, and his 
ongoing field research, McCrory came 
to appreciate the central place the 
local wild horses, known as ‘cayuse’ 
or ‘qiyus’, occupied in the lives and 
cultural traditions of the Tŝilhqot’in. His 
research helped the Xeni/ Tŝilhqot’in 
establish North America’s largest wild 
horse preserve, Canada’s first. Through 
a century of Range Wars and bounty 
hunts, McCrory outlines how we have 
nearly eradicated our last wild horses 
and builds a strong case for provincial 
and federal legislation to protect them 
before they are all gone. 

McCrory’s book reveals that instead 
of alien, feral barnyard horses escaped to 
the wilds, the wild horses of the Chilcotin 
are really a returned native species. 
They evolved in North America but 
went extinct 5,000 years ago, while still 

Local biologist wins prestigious award for book on Chilcotin wild horses
surviving in Eurasia after having crossed 
the Beringian land bridge. Reintroduced 
to the Americas by the Spaniards in the 
early 1500s, they then spread across 
the Great Plains via Indigenous trade 
networks and were first introduced by 
the Tŝilhqot’in to the West Chilcotin 
in the early- to mid-1600s. Genetic 
studies by McCrory and equine expert 
Dr. G. Cothran show that the main 
Chilcotin horses are Spanish Iberian – 
the original horses brought over by the 
Conquistadores. Survivors of a century 
of bounty hunts, they would not still 
be there except for the efforts of the 
Tŝilhqot’in, who revere them as a special 
mountain horse. 

The prestigious book award was 
set up by the UBC Library and Pacific 
BookWorld News Society in honour of 
the late Basil Stuart-Stubbs, a respected 
UBC head librarian and book scholar. 

“This is a great honour not just 
for myself but for the Tŝilhqot’in, who 
helped with my book and who inspired 
me to study and help save their wild 
horses,” said McCrory. “I probably 
crossed paths with Mr. Stuart-Stubbs 
when he was a librarian at UBC and I was 
a poor student from New Denver getting 
paid $2 per hour to stack books in the 
library. He was probably my boss then.” 

According to McCrory, his book 
about the wild horses was a long time 
coming. “Having grown up in New 
Denver in the 1950s, since I was a 
teenager, I always took the time to 
interview old-timers including trappers, 
miners, and prospectors for their bush 

stories, which I recorded in notebooks. 
Out of this grew an infectious love of 
history and nature. After I graduated 
from UBC in Honours Zoology and 
learned to write polished scientific 
reports and papers for my wildlife 
research, I still felt frustrated with a desire 
to write more popular narratives and even 
tried writing fiction for a while – but 
gave up as I felt stuck in a rut of being a 
polished technical writer.” 

McCrory never imagined when 
he first went up to the West Chilcotin 
in 2001 to study grizzly bears for the 
Xeni Gwet’in First Nation that he 
would become so intrigued by the 
beauty, ecology, behaviour, origins and 
bloodlines of the wild horses, as well 
as the rich Tŝilhqot’in relationship to 
the horse, and that two decades later he 
would publish a popular award-wining 
book on the wild horses. A dream of 
a mysterious Stone Horse that came 
one night in his Field of Dreams, a 
profound encounter of being charged 
by a wild horse herd dubbed the Black 
Stallion Band, and the vibrant horse 
stories and ancient legends shared with 
him by Tŝilhqot’in elders, along with 
their deep concern for the future and 
preservation of the horse, touched him 
deeply. Eventually, combined with 
the results of his extensive wild horse 
research, a popular narrative on all of 
this, centred on the horse, more or less 
wrote itself in bits and spurts. 

According to McCrory “I had many 
angels along the way helping with the 
complex transition from a polished 

scientific writer to writing a popular, 
compelling book on the wild horse. This 
included my own editors – biologist 
Maggie Paquet, Tsilhqot’in knowledge-
keeper Alice William, artist-teacher 
Chelsea Robinson and the great editorial 
team associated with Harbour Publishing 
including Lynn Van Luven, author and 
associate professor at the Department of 
Writing, University of Victoria. I could 
not have done it without the patience, 
guidance and support of my wife, 

conservationist Lorna Visser.”
Part of the proceeds from the prize 

will go to help fund young Tŝilhqot’in 
with their higher education and part 
will be donated to the local Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology to help them 
save and restore wetlands. 

The book is on sale locally at Raven’s 
Nest (New Denver), Homegrown Market 
(Nakusp) and Otter Books (Nelson). It 
can also be ordered on-ine from www.
harbourpublishing.com. 

Local biologist Wayne McCrory’s book Wild Horses of the Chilcotin: Their History and Future recently 
won the Basil Stuart-Stubbs Prize for the most outstanding scholastic book in BC for 2024.
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BIRDS & CLIMATE 
CHANGE 2

As temperatures climb, birds evolve by 
balancing the development of smaller bod-
ies versus longer bills, to shed heat. Those 
whose bodies shrink tend not to evolve lon-
ger beaks, and vice versa. If beaks change 
too much it can become harder to obtain food 
and “your song gets all funky,” according to 
Integrative Biology professor Carlos Botero.

by Jan McMurray
Mount Sentinel Secondary School 

students participated in the SkillsBC 
regional competitions this year in 
welding, carpentry, cabinet making and 
media arts – and they did exceptionally 
well.

“I was incredibly proud of our 
students’ achievements!” said Doug 
Shaw, woodwork and metal shop teacher. 
“Mount Sentinel secured first and second 
in carpentry, second in cabinet making 
and third place in the welding category.”

Danny Leeming, media arts 
teacher at Mount Sentinel, said he was 
“incredibly impressed with the students’ 
focus, dedication, and attitude in a very 
stressful competition, and the growth 
of some of our newest students in the 
program who were able to win medals 
in graphic design, and photography, with 
first year student Zoe Oversby winning 
gold in photography.”

This year was Mount Sentinel’s 
debut in the SkillsBC competitions for 
welding, carpentry and cabinet making, 
held in Cranbrook at the College of the 
Rockies and Fab-Rite Services Ltd.

These Mount Sentinel students competed in the SkillsBC regionals this year.

Mount Sentinel students excel at 
SkillsBC regional competitions

“The weeks leading up to the 
competition were filled with focused 
preparation. We were particularly 
impressed by how the students 
overcame their initial nerves and 
excelled throughout the event. Their 
perseverance and dedication were truly 
commendable,” Shaw said.

The media arts competitions took 
place at Selkirk College’s 10th Street 
campus and at Mount Sentinel and 
included graphic design, videography, 
photography, 3D animation and 2D 
animation.

Leeming explained that each event 
begins with contestants receiving a 
project design brief detailing a practical, 
applied project – blueprints, a customer 
design brief, or video prompt for 
example. They then have a very tight 
timeline to deliver the final product, 
which is judged by experts and industry 
professionals.

Mount Sentinel students placed 
first, second and third in graphic design, 
videography and photography. In 3D 
animation, an MSSS student won first 
place, and in 2D animation, an MSSS 
student won second.

“Students from Mount Sentinel 
Academy PM worked hard in February 
to ready their skills for SkillsBC 
Regionals,” Leeming said.

Both teachers commented on the 
collaboration and sense of community 
at the competitions.

“The biggest highlight was the 
teamwork and community built between 
schools, and students, who were 
incredibly proud of what they were able 
to produce in such a short amount of 
time,” Leeming said.

8816 Slocan S Rd, Slocan BC
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 Lucerne Association for 
Community Education (LACE) 
AGM to be held on Wednesday, April 17 

Bosun Hall at 7:00 pm 

Come and find out all that LACE does for 
the community. 

We manage and maintain Bosun Hall and run the Donation 
Store with all proceeds going to the upkeep of Bosun Hall. 

Hope to see you there!  
Membership $5.00 annually

by Jan McMurray
A 10-year plan for an excellent 

public transit system throughout 
BC was presented by Economist 
Marc Lee from the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) in 
a webinar March 1. The event was 
hosted by West Kootenay Transit 
Action in collaboration with the West 
Kootenay Climate Hub.

‘Connecting BC: A Ten-Year 
vision and investment plan for public 
transit throughout BC’ was released 
last month by CCPA in partnership 
with BC Federation of Labour.

“I don’t think it’s too big a vision 
to be able to go everywhere on public 
transit in BC, but it will need capital 
investment and ongoing operational 
support,” Lee said. 

The plan calls for $22.2 billion 
in capital investment in public transit 
over 10 years and $1.5 billion per 
year for operations. In the current 
provincial budget, there is $13.5 
billion for transit capital and $300 
million for operations.

The 10-year plan outlines a 
path to make transit affordable, 
accessible, inclusive, carbon-zero 
and a seamless experience for users 

Public transit plan for BC presented to West Kootenay audience
across the province. It includes a 
province-wide express bus service 
and much improved local service. 
Local service would be integrated 
with ride-hailing services, and the 
number of buses would be doubled 
within five years and tripled in 10. 
HandyDART service would be 
expanded and upgraded to electric 
fleets. Free transit – now available to 
children up to 12 years old – would 
be extended to youth up to 18 years 
old and those on social assistance.

“People will use transit over cars 
if it can get them where and when 
they need to go and if they can count 
on it,” he said.

Part of the plan is to eliminate 
privatization. BC Transit contracts 
out mostly to private operators, Lee 
explained, and several transit strikes 
in past years have highlighted the 
challenges with that. He also pointed 
to the “patchwork of services” in a 
post-Greyhound world.

Rik  Loktenberg ,  Ne lson 
councillor and chair of the West 
Kootenay Transit Committee, gave 
some local context. He said the 
City of Nelson will be operating the 
transit services in the West Kootenay 

(Nakusp to Nelson to Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake) as of April 1, 
taking over from a private operator. 
“So eliminating private operators 
is happening here to some extent,” 
he said.

Loktenberg said the local system 
needs more trips and more routes, 
which will cost money. Currently, 
half the funding for local transit 
systems is provided by the provincial 
and federal governments and half 
by local governments and fares. 
“We can’t pass the costs on to local 
governments or riders – many of 
them can’t afford it. So the City of 
Nelson is spearheading advocacy 
to the Province for a better funding 
model – for more funding from the 
provincial and federal governments.”

Loktenberg also said our system 
is suffering from a lack of drivers, 
and it will take more than money 
to solve this problem. “We have to 
reimagine being a bus driver as an 
important job,” he said. “Money is 
good, but it’s not everything. It will 
take a change in mindset.”

Lee suggested that people 
advance the idea of the transit plan 
during the BC election this fall.

by Art Joyce
Another victim of Slocan Lake’s 

often treacherous waters has been 
found. In 2020, using professional 
divers and an ROV submarine 
(remotely operated vehicle), a team 
discovered long-lost CPR locomotive 
#3512 under more than 700 feet of 
water near Slocan City. It had sunk 
during a storm in 1947, when a barge 
carrying the steam engine, a caboose, 
a snowplow and three lumber cars 
had to be cut loose by the tugboat 
captain to save the lives of the crew. 
Hoghead Media’s documentary about 
this amazing story, The Last Stop, was 
premiered at Silverton’s Memorial 
Hall on March 9 to a sold-out house, 
hosted by the Slocan Lake Arts Council 
(SLAC). 

“It was like finding a grain of rice 

The Last Stop film premiere showcases Slocan history
in an Olympic-sized swimming pool,” 
said film producer and diver Colten 
Wilke. 

The quality of the filmmaking in 
The Last Stop is superb, from crisp 
cinematography to tight editing, a 
haunting yet unobtrusive soundtrack 
and suspenseful pacing. It has the 
quality of a National Geographic 
or Discovery Channel special, with 
all the excitement of finding a lost 
historical treasure. The producers are 
pitching it to these streaming channels. 
Director Kaio Kathriner received a best 
cinematography award for the film at 
the Okanagan Film Awards. 

Some of the dive and film crew 
came from Vancouver to be present for 
the premiere, including producer and 
diver Colten Wilke, executive producer 
Jeff Stibbard, producer Clint Stibbard, 

and director Kaio Kathriner, originally 
from Cranbrook. A key part of the 
expedition team was the Commercial 
Diving Institute of Canada (CDI) led 
by veteran diver and CDI director 
Vern Johnston with team members 
Fraser Keil and Shane Lockhart. 
Slocan Valley native Stefan Berrill was 
director of photography. The screening 
was a fundraiser for renovations at the 
Silverton Gallery, an arts and cultural 
hub for the community for 45 years. 
The producers generously donated 
100% of ticket sales to the initiative. 

In her introductory remarks, SLAC 
Vice-President Petra Hekkenberg 
announced the good news that the arts 
council has successfully obtained a 
$25,000 grant for the gallery. This will 
go towards a total building assessment 
plus the creation of an architectural 

plan for renovations. SLAC is required 
by the grant to cover some of these 
costs, and the film premiere raised 
$3,250, Hekkenberg later told the 
Valley Voice. 

The only survivor still living, Bill 
Chapman, is featured prominently in 
The Last Stop. Now 100 years old, 
Chapman was a railroad brakeman 
on the barge. He had trained with the 
RCAF as a pilot during World War II, 
had begun working for the CPR after 
the war. He was haunted by the loss 
of locomotive 3512, saying he often 
has dreams where he’s running down 
the railroad tracks trying to catch the 
caboose, but can’t. Video footage 
from the ROV captures not only the 
locomotive, but the perfectly preserved 
caboose and snowplow, thanks to the 
frigid waters of Slocan Lake acting as 
a preservative. 

Many local residents were featured 
in the documentary, including miner 
Len Palmer, Fire and Rescue volunteer 
Doug Fisher, historian Greg Nesteroff, 
and Pat Butler, whose grandfather Gary 
Butler was on the barge the night it 
sank. Another local character in the 
film is the late Bill Hicks. He and 
Palmer’s commentary about Slocan 
mining history and their no-nonsense 
wit had the audience laughing. 

The excit ing discovery of 
locomotive 3512 was made on the very 
last day of the expedition in October 
2020. In August 2021, an event was 
held for locals in Slocan’s Legion Hall, 
where some of the footage was shown. 
A personal screening of the footage 
was arranged for Bill Chapman at his 
home. Both he and Hicks had assumed 
the train was lost forever, though as 
Hicks said, “You guys have better 
equipment now than we did then.” 

Executive Producer Jeff Stibbard, 
CEO of JDS Mining Inc. who has 
worked in the past with high-tech 
crews retrieving lost equipment from 
the seabed, said he was motivated 
to finance the project “to prove that 
even with COVID going on, we 
could still accomplish something,” 
because so many people he knew 
were put out of work by pandemic 
restrictions. Stibbard financed the 
$500,000 production entirely from his 
own resources and said he was proud 
“not to have taken one dollar from the 
government.” 

Because of pandemic lockdowns 
in 2020, it took from June until October 
before the crew could be assembled 
and get out on Slocan Lake with their 
equipment. A rented pile-driving barge 
used as a base of operations had to be 
abandoned for lack of maneuverability. 
Due to the limited time remaining 
late in the season, operations were 
often pushed into the night. A surprise 
snowstorm forced the crew to suspend 
work for a day, so Palmer took the crew 
up to Sandon for a tour of the mine. 

Stibbard says he hopes stage two 
of the expedition documented in The 
Last Stop will be to actually raise 
locomotive 3512 from the bottom of 
the lake, along with the caboose, and 
have them fully restored. “Our goal is 
to help Bill get his train back home. It 
took a bunch of miners to find it.” 

The Last Stop will also be screened 
at the Bonnington in Nakusp on April 
6, 6 pm, sponsored by the Nakusp Rail 
Society and Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society. Tickets will be available at the 
Nakusp Visitor Centre. A screening in 
Slocan City is being arranged. For more 
information about the film visit: http://
hogheadmedia.com/the-last-stop/ 

Director Kaio Kathriner addresses the audience at the sold-out premiere of his film, The Last Stop. 
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Slocan Lake Arts 
Council bright light

Having attended the Slocan Lake 
Arts Council’s fundraising screening 
of The Last Stop for the Silverton 
Gallery heritage building, I must 
say I was impressed with the event 
staff’s professionalism. They showed 
genuine kindness in helping me with 
my mobility-challenged friend that 
evening. There was a gentleman whom 
I never even knew who remained with 
us until we were seated again. So very 
refreshing to have such a bright light on 
such a dark, rainy evening.

Len Block
Winlaw

Roundup
Recently, I read a letter about 

spraying Roundup on invasive species. 
I would agree it’s a bad idea. Yes, keep 
the bees – and the birds – away from 
that stuff.

I had a direct experience with 
working with Roundup and it was 
terrible. I was dabbing it on alder brush 
that had been trimmed under power 
lines. The backpack wand applicators 
we used leaked badly. I got Roundup 
on my hands and into my boots. My 
skin was a mess for a few weeks, and 
really painful. So, I don’t believe for a 
minute that it’s not harmful. Solutions: 
maybe hire people to mulch the weeds 
with wood chips or amendment from 
the Celgar pulp mill.

Napalm them! Isn’t that where 
Roundup came from? Agent Orange. 

Since I heard about this proposal, 
it’s kept me awake at night.

Stan Weiler
Vallican

Mulroney
Brian Mulroney died recently and 

the accolades have been pouring in ever 
since. He did do some good things. 
He convinced Margaret Thatcher and 
Ronald Reagan to pressure South 
Africa to end Apartheid, and let Nelson 
Mandela out of prison. That was good. 
He also negotiated a treaty with the 
Americans to save the ozone. That 

was also good. But… let us not forget 
the free trade deal with the US which 
destroyed our sovereignty and turned 
Canada into an American lap dog. That 
was, and is, bad.

He did love Canada though, but 
then, if I managed to secure a few brown 
paper bags of cash under the table, sued 
the government that followed me for 
bringing it to the public’s attention, and 
subsequently received $10 million of 
taxpayers’ money as a settlement, well, 
I reckon... I’d love Canada too.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

The season of terror
Spring in the Kootenays. Oh, for 

the warmer days until the terror of 
summer sets in! We were lucky last 
year, but how long will that luck last?

Are our communities prepared for 
wildfire? Does each have an emergency 
plan and designated shelter where we 
can breathe clean air, check to see if 
our loved ones are all right, sleep and 
get some food?

It’s the bare minimum we need. 
Maybe schools or community halls 
could be used.

With each of these, I’d like to see 
a green project: a community garden, 
a greenhouse with solar panels and a 
good battery, a tool lending library, 
a free store – the possibilities are 
endless. They wouldn’t just bring down 
emissions, they’d also help community 
members.

We need to get serious about 
climate impacts, and do our best to 
bring back summers without fear of 
forest fires or other climate-related 
disasters.

Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

Temporary ease 
agreement with 
SLAC voted down

It was very disappointing to see 
our Silverton council (to be fair to 
the other councillors, it was Mayor 
Ferguson and Councillor Mills who 
opposed the motion) vote against 
a ‘tentative’ lease agreement with 
the Slocan Lakes Art Council at the 
March 13 regular public council 
meeting.

At the February meeting, 
council directed the CAO to bring 
some figures costing out the yearly 
expenses for the arts building so that 
council could make an informed 
decision.

However, the figures provided 
were misleading at best, hyperinflated 
(i.e. snowplowing costs stated at 
being around $2,500; a one-time 
repair cost of $13,000 for the fire 
suppression system from 2023 
was included in the annual costs 
– how ridiculous). This financial 
spreadsheet deliberately paints 
an unfair evaluation of what the 

Benefits of our 
healthcare system

I am probably a little more 
appreciative of the healthcare system 
than most because if it weren’t set 
up the way it is, I wouldn’t be even 
alive right now! 

Other than the fact that I was born 

Open letter to 
Premier Eby

Today, Premier Eby, I heard 
you express your urgent concern 
for this year’s looming fire season. 
You are spending a huge amount 
of money, hoping to mitigate the 
climate damage that your BC NDP 
is creating.

Hypocritically, your BC NDP has 
greenlighted the increase of wildfire 
climate catastrophe and destruction 
of food security by agreeing that 
the BC LNG industry can extract 
and export up to five times more 
liquified natural methane gas that 
uses vast quantities of drought 
-stricken Northern BC’s scarce water 
for fracking.

Hmm, tough choice: use the 
water to fight fires or frack natural 
gas? Or maybe preserve the sacred 
salmon streams? Head scratcher 
for sure.

Former NDP Premier Horgan, 
flogging LNG in Europe trying 
to secure BC’s LNG market; BC 
Investments owning 80% of the 
National UK Gas Pipeline and 
39% of a German pipeline; Draxx 
industries chipping up BC water-
retaining forests to export carbon-
intensive pellets to Japan and Britain: 
these are all examples of climate-
villain BC industrial cronyism that 
is causing our planet to burn, then 
flood-drought follows.

Band-aids of token money will 
not help the terminally ill ecosystem. 
Fantasy-thinking and procrastination 
will burn BC crisp.

No better than the BC Liberals or 
Conservatives, the BC NDP has sold 
out its citizens and environmentally 
healthy futures for Extinction’s 

Open letter to 
MP Richard 
Cannings

Please give some serious thought 
to Bill C-63, the Online Harms Bill. 
I cannot overstate my alarm over 
this bill.

This bill is being promoted and 
will possibly be rammed through 
on the basis of hate speech that is 
already illegal. It redefines “hate” 
and proposes life imprisonment for 
expressing concerns that may well 
be legitimate and should be aired 
and investigated through discussion 
if our society is to go forward.

I  a m  r e m i n d e d  o f  m y 
grandfather, Carl Maria Danzer, 
who was a journalist in Vienna 
during the final years of the reign 
of the emperor. Historians study his 
weekly publication, Danzer’s Armee 
Zeitung, when they study that period 
of Austrian history. My mother told 
me that he warned against the Nazis 
at their inception, long before they 
entered Austria. He said that they 
appealed to people’s lower instincts.

Danzer was a strong believer in 
free speech. He told my mother that 
after the French Revolution, a French 
world traveller predicted that there 
would not be a similar revolution 
in Britain because people could get 
up on soapboxes and say pretty well 
what they pleased. I believe that this 
freedom is a significant factor in the 
development of the British culture 
and a key to its success. Stifling 
freedom of expression in Canada can 
only lead to a degenerating culture.

I am horrified at the thought of Bill 
C-63 being rammed through, likely 
based on inadequate publication of 
the bill. Anyone I have encountered 
who is aware of the bill is shocked 
and seriously concerned over the 
direction the federal government is 
taking our country.

There will be a road back, just 
as with all dictatorial regimes. I’m 
only afraid it will be a long road if 
such initiatives like Bill C-63 are not 
appropriately dealt with.

I trust that you will give this 
matter very careful consideration.

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Trudeau clown 
show

C a n a d a ’s  h a n d l i n g  o f 
deadly pathogens, especially in 
the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic, highlights a critical aspect 
of governance related to public 
health and safety.

Governments are expected 
to prioritize public health and 

in the hospital, they have kept me 
alive a couple times. Unfortunately, 
two of those times were motorcycle-
related. The first one was when I hit 
a horse with my motorcycle. In the 
second one, a car cut me off and I 
got a brain injury. I’m very thankful 
for all the energy that the extra fine 
medical staff have put out. 

I’m super happy that the 
healthcare system in Canada is a 
government-funded program. I 
realize that just because my costs are 
subsidized for my stay, it’s still no 
freebie. I realize how much medical 
attention I received for the first 
while (many years) and I am VERY 
thankful for all the help of the nurses, 
doctors, family and the volunteer 
helpers. I’m not only thankful for the 
fact that they saved my life but my 
life is actually pretty sweet! I realize 
how to most of the public my life 
is anything but sweet, but I’m not 
worried about anybody’s opinions 
on whether MY life is good or not. 
Actually, one of the well-known 
effects of having a brain injury is 
that the patient becomes much more 
easygoing – at least this is the effect 
it had on me. I know that I am very 
appreciative of the healthcare staff 
for they have made me into being the 
fine fellow that I am today!

Kelsey Brenton
Kaslo

building actually costs to maintain, 
and was being used to formulate a 
monthly lease agreement that was 
going to be passed onto SLAC.

Firstly, I don’t understand why 
Colin Ferguson, who has resigned as 
mayor, is involved in such important 
political and financial decision-
making. We have a new councillor 
and mayor elected and they should 
be a part of this important discussion 
– not an outgoing officer.

Secondly, ask the taxpayers 
what they think. Perhaps we have 
a different opinion or perspective. 
You do work for the residents, after 
all and we are a community not just 
a corporation!

Joe Matthews
Silverton

Profit.
Maybe invest in respirators for 

your families. Asthma is a serious 
result of wildfire particulate.

Seriously!
Susan Eyre

Sirdar
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Rigged elections
It seems that the controversy 

over the US 2020 election being 
rigged in favour of the Democrats 
won’t go away unless folks stop 
lying about it, and speak the truth. 
After the vote was tallied, Fox News 
‘journalists’ vehemently and loudly 
claimed election fraud perpetrated 
by compromised voting machines, 
ballot stuffing by election workers, 
voting by deceased persons, 20,000 
mules and any other nonsense they 
could make up. The continuous 
lying is still going on, even after 
more than 60 court cases in front 
of both Democratic and Republican 
appointed judges ,  lawsui ts , 
governors of red states declaring 
that the election was the fairest ever 
seen, election audits in swing states 
that showed no problems with the 
vote or the tally. The election was 
fair, legal and correct. 

Now the ‘journalists’ at Fox 
News and the useful idiot Tucker 
Carlson are already formulating and 
proposing a theory that the only way 
Joe Biden could win in 2024 is if the 
next election is also rigged. Who 
actually tried to rig the results of the 
2020 election? The Republicans. 
First, they started lying and continued 
to do so in spite of overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary. So-called 
‘patriots’ aka ‘tourists’ stormed the 
US Capitol wreaking havoc and 
destroying property and assaulting 
guards and police. They tried to 
crucify the voting machine company 
and lost big time; they tried to smear 
election workers and lost big time; 

Federal election 
strategy

Not long ago I received a call 
requesting donations to save our 
CBC. As I reflected upon our 
conversation, it became clear to me 
that the only way to save our public 
broadcaster was to ensure that the 
Conservatives do not win the federal 
election. 

However, due to their strong 
lead in the polls as a result of 
dissatisfaction with the current 
government, this will not be an easy 
task. As usual, the Liberals, NDP 
and Greens will most likely split the 
anti-conservative vote thus handing 
victory to Polievre and his extreme 
right-wing populists. In addition to 
gutting the CBC, he will very likely 
proceed to undo any progressive 
legislation and policies that have 
been put into place, including 
pharmacare, national dental plan 

safety, particularly when dealing 
with high-risk facilities like the 
National Microbiology Laboratory 
(NML). Transparency, effective 
communication, and swift, decisive 
action are crucial in maintaining 
public trust, especially when dealing 
with deadly pathogens.

Two Chinese spy scientists 
infiltrated Canada’s NML in 
Winnipeg and took them for all they 
could. The wonderful spy agency 
CSIS failed to act quickly to stop 
the pair who are now likely in China 
being treated like royalty by the 
communist Chinese government. 
The worst failure lands at the feet 
of one Justin Trudeau, magnificent 
prime minister of Canada. Any other 
leader with a shred of morality and 
integrity would have resigned. Justin 
called an election instead. Then he 
hid the problem as long as he could. 
Now the scandal is airing in public 
and I can only wretch bile as I hold 
my nose.

Imagine China weaponizing bio-
weapons against us Canadians using 
our own patents and research!

In a healthy democracy, there 
is an expectation that government 
actions are transparent, accountable, 
and subject to checks and balances. 
Citizens often rely on institutions, 
including Parliament and its 
committees, to hold the government 
accountable for its decisions and 
actions. Canada is obviously NOT a 
healthy democracy as this disgrace 
is hardly the first shit to hit the fan.

The Kinder Morgan Pipeline 
Purchase (2018), WE Charity 
Scandal (2020) and the SNC-Lavalin 
Affair (2019) clearly show that 
Canadian democracy is in serious 
decline. The checks and balances of 
government are mute and shattered.

Not only did we battle a deadly 
pathogen called COVID-19, we 
have a parasitic pathogen in Ottawa 
called the Liberal Party.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

and anti-scab legislation. This will 
be followed by huge budget cuts and 
austerity measures making life even 
more difficult for Canadians.

While in Parliament during 
the Harper years, I witnessed the 
systematic dismantling of our 
country. This took place under a 
majority government even as the 
NDP had gained official opposition 
status. Life under Polievre’s populists 
will be much worse.

The question, therefore, is 
what can be done to prevent this 
apocalyptic scenario? I believe it 
is time for a pre-election coalition 
between the Greens, Liberals and 
NDP. Basically, this would mean 
deciding which party candidate in 
each riding has the best chance of 
beating a Conservative. This would 
be a one-time strategy at this very 
critical time in our history.

Sadly, I do not believe that our 
political parties have the courage to 
engage in this type of collaboration. 
When I approached the leadership 
of my party with this proposal, I 
was ignored.

The time is ripe for the federal 
Liberals, NDP and Greens to put 
partisan politics aside and work 
together to preserve our Canadian 
way of life.

Alex Atamanenko
Castlegar

they proposed fake electoral voters 
and were caught in the act; they 
have tried to humiliate and denigrate 
Joe and Hunter Biden and have 
failed miserably. They have passed 
legislation to suppress voters and 
gerrymandered districts in favour of 
Republicans. 

Don’t get me wrong here, the 
Democrats don’t do everything 
correct either, but they tell the truth 
more often than they lie. The last 
thing the US and the world needs 
now is another authoritarian fascist 
dictator. Donald Trump and others 
in his cult have no remorse, guilt 
or shame for anything they say or 
do. They are morally and ethically 
bankrupt. He insults people, he reacts 
to any slight with vengeance and 
retribution, he pardoned criminals 
and friends. Is this who the world 
wants to be elevated to the most 
powerful position? Not me!

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

A response to Al 
Muckle’s entertaining 
poetic offering 
‘Details, Details’ (VV 
March 7) from a valley 
to the west

“History is written by the victors” 
is a quote generally attributed to 
Winston Churchill. For inquiring 
minds, this pompous and hubristic 
adage begs historical research. Yes, 
the ‘devil is in the details.’

A cursory investigation into 
the origins of the ‘Cold War’ and 
NATO serve as a helpful first step 
in understanding history and our 
world today.

Winston Churchill’s Fulton, 
Missouri ‘Iron Curtain’ speech of 
March 1946 marked the origins of 
a British/US ‘special relationship’ 
and a geopolitical agenda against 
Soviet Russia. The next day at these 
same proceedings, Churchill’s son 
Randall made the quite revealing 
remark to American journalist Walter 
Lippmann: “We’ll show you. You 
don’t understand the British Empire. 
Just let me tell you this. We dragged 
you into two wars, and we’ll drag 
you into the third.”

President Franklin Roosevelt, 
who adamantly opposed Churchill’s 
post-WWII vision of a new brand 
of US-assisted British colonialism 
throughout the developing sector, 
had met an untimely death in April 
the previous year. FDR’s VP Henry 
Wallace and others who wished 
to carry out Roosevelt’s vision 
for global peace through global 
development fell victim to the 
‘Russiagate’ McCarthyism of that 
period and the US Republic ended up 
with Harry S. Truman as president, 
a genuine anglophile sock-puppet of 
Churchill.

Some more important details. 
April 4 of this year marks the 75th 

anniversary of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. Most people 
are unaware of Canada’s role in 
the origins of NATO. It should be 
understood that in 1947, two years 
prior to NATO’s official founding in 
1949, Canadian Crown agent Escott 
Reid, a British-educated Rhodes 
Scholar and ardent advocate of 
globalist governance, acting as then 
Deputy Undersecretary of External 
Affairs of Canada, presented to 
the UN a recommendation “that 
the countries of the North Atlantic 
band together, under the leadership 
of the United States, to form ‘a new 
regional security organization’ to 
deter Soviet expansion.”

It is also worth knowing that 
in 1952, Lord Ismay, the first 
secretary general of NATO and a 
former chief military assistant to 
Churchill, overtly pronounced the 
organization’s mandate... “To keep 
the Russians out, the Americans in 
and the Germans down.”

What passes as history taught 
in our school system and reinforced 
in the so-called halls of academia, 
can and must be understood as pure 
propaganda. The good old ‘bait and 
switch’ routine… promoting false 
narratives and omitting truthful 
details.

The Greek tragedian Aeschylus 
stated, “In war, truth is the first 
casualty.”

The Buddha... “Three things 
cannot be long hidden: the sun, the 
moon, and the truth.”

Russia is not our enemy. Nor is 
China.

Beware Perfidious Albion.
Brian Gray

Penticton

On the rule of 
the law

“The rules-based international 
system has come to a point of near 
collapse because of decades of denial 
of the legal rights of Palestinians.” 
(Dr. Ralph Wilde speaking at the 
International Court of Justice public 
hearing on the legal consequences 
of Israel’s policies and practices 
in Occupied Palestinian Lands 
including East Jerusalem)

Dr. Wilde states Palestine in 1918 
had the right of self-determination. 
The right was granted by the peace 
treaties that ended WWI. Article 
22 of the Covenant of the League 
of Nations granted lands formerly 
of the Turkish Empire, of which 
Palestine was a part, the right of self-
determination with administrative 
assistance, and advice by a mandatary 
until they were able to stand on 
their own. “The wishes of these 
communities must be the principle 
consideration of the mandatary.” At 
the time, the Jewish population of 
Palestine was about 11%.

The British, wanting to create 
a home for the world Jewish 
population, instead of advising, 
usurped the Palestinian Mandate and 
took it to the newly formed United 

Nations. In 1947, the UN General 
Assembly passed the Partition 
Resolution to create Israel. The UN 
General Assembly has no power to 
ratify legally binding resolutions (no 
power to make them law). Thus their 
vote has no force in international 
law. Through its existence, Israel 
has continued to violate international 
law, presently with the genocide 
campaign. The presentation can be 
found by searching: Dr. Ralph Wilde, 
Legal Masterpiece on YouTube.

What Israel is doing in Gaza 
makes the Hamas October 7, 2023 
“horrific” attack look like a Sunday 
picnic. In total disregard to the 
January 26, 2024 ICJ ruling to stop 
the genocide, it has become worse. 
Netanyahu’s equal partner in the 
genocide is Joe Biden. Without the 
help of US financing and weapons, 
Israel would probably have to 
negotiate a peace treaty.

The South African ICJ case 
against Israel is about the prevention 
and punishment of genocide. The 
ICJ couldn’t prevent the genocide. 
For punishment, Netanyahu, Biden, 
et al. should be ordered to stand 
trial. Deterrents must be imposed to 
prevent repetition of events like this 
in the future. Who will pay damages? 
Wars are waged with no thought for 
the damage caused. The US, the 
financier of the genocide, should be 
ordered to pay damages – something 
like 2% of their GDP per year until 
Gaza is restored and its people are 
made (as much as possible) whole.

All this leads one to think just 
what kind of country Israel is. 
Most of Israel’s population supports 
Netanyahu’s policies. He will likely 
turn his gaze to West Bank next. 
Does a genocidal nation have the 
right to exist? Soon Israel will be 
put on trial.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Open letter to 
MP Cannings 
re: Argenta Flats

The prime minister of Canada, Mr. 
Trudeau, has just signed the Global 
Ocean Treaty. This international treaty 
is a step in the right direction that will 
hopefully force all countries to reverse 
the current destruction of the planet’s 
oceans and seas.

However, Canada is falling 
behind the promised 25% of marine 
areas protected within Canada. So far 
only 14% has been protected.

I bring to your attention a very 
important piece of private land at the 
very north end of Kootenay Lake on 
what is called the Argenta Flats.

This property of 400 acres or so of 
wetlands has been owned for 40 odd 
years by an American family. They 
have allowed squatters to turn this 
property into a landfill.

There  a re  no  pe rmanen t 
residences on the 400 acres. The 
property is below Duncan Dam and 
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BC Hydro has restricted development 
of the property I believe.

Last year, a number of squatters 
moved on to the property apparently 
with consent of the American owners. 
The owners have not been to this 
property for 20 years or more, to my 
knowledge. It is rumoured they are 
angry that BC Hydro has taken some 
of the property.

The squatters present a real fire 
hazard to the community of Argenta/
Johnsons Landing, as there is no water 
system on the land.

Several large tracts of land have 
been purchased by BC Hydro/BC 
Nature Trust to create a wildlife 
corridor at the north end of Kootenay 
Lake. This 400 acres is perhaps the 
most important.

I contacted BC Nature Trust in 
Vancouver and was told they offered 
to purchase the property but the 
owners refused because the price 
offered was not to their liking. Not 
enough. BC Hydro has plenty of 
money and can afford to purchase 
this very important wetland. In fact, 
BC Hydro and Columbia Basin Trust 
have a legal obligation to protect 
land at the end of Kootenay Lake 
because so much land was flooded in 
the Duncan.

Please look into this matter before 
more squatters move onto this land 
and potentially pollute Kootenay 
Lake with dozens of abandoned 
vehicles and literally tons of garbage 
that has been brought onto the 
property. They are desperate and I 
feel sorry for them because renting 
is expensive. However this vast 
wetland is a flight path for geese, 
swans, cranes, kingfishers and a major 
wildlife corridor. This is no laughing 
matter and I have been shocked by 
the lack of local legal capacity. We 
have to protect Kootenay Lake. Local 
politicians and BC’s Conservation 
Office can explain in detail the 
importance of this matter. I hope to 
hear from you and Conservative MP 
Rob Morrison on this matter ASAP. I 
have spoken with local First Nations 
leaders on this important matter and 
they all agree this property needs to 
be purchased and it is for sale. There 
is no shortage of money at BC Hydro. 
The entire south end of Kootenay 
Lake wetlands are protected. It is time 
do the same for the north.

Tom Prior
Nelson

Reply to Andy 
Shadrack’s 
letter, ‘Return to 
fairer taxation’

He gives a lot of facts and figures 
about how much personal income 
taxes increased after Mulroney’s 
Conservative Party implemented 
the GST. What he failed to say was 
that when Jean Chretien, a Liberal, 
ran for prime minster, he promised 
if elected to get rid of the GST – a 
promise which he didn’t keep. When 
asked why he wasn’t going to get 
rid of the GST as promised, he said 
he couldn’t, that it was a cash cow. 
Trudeau has been in power for three 
terms and he hasn’t gotten rid of 
it, either. Just like Chretien, who 
lied about getting rid of the GST, 
Trudeau’s government has been 
riddled with lies and cover-ups and 
scandal. There are too many lies and 
cover-ups to cover them all in a brief 
letter, but anyone who cares to can 
research them all for themselves. 
I’d be happy to help provide how to 
access the info – just ask me. Also, 
several of his ministers admitted 
to giving out lucrative government 
contracts to friends and family. If 
they had been NDP or Conservative 
MPs, Trudeau would’ve been calling 
for their resignations. Instead of 
being fired as they should have been, 
they didn’t even receive a slap on 
the wrist. 

You mention that today there are 
still corporations not paying their 
fair share of taxes. Whose fault is 
that? Trudeau is the one who has 
been in power for three terms so 
why hasn’t he done anything about 
that? So much for the open honest 
government he promised us when 
first elected. 

You say that Poilievre should 
stop making fun of our prime 
minster because despite his faults, 
he tried to help during COVID. True, 
he did that but there are millions 
of wasted dollars for things like 
ArriveCAN and that’s just the tip of 
the iceberg. Today Canada will pay 
$81 billion dollars a year interest 
on Canada’s debt due to Trudeau’s 
mismanagement of your tax dollars. 
Think what Canada could use that 
$81 billion for. Our healthcare system 
is broken and people are dying while 
waiting for surgeries or suffering 
for years in pain while waiting for 
hip and knee surgeries. Important 
tests take months to get and a lot of 
people can’t afford their meds and 
some of them have died because 
of that. There is a housing crisis 
because Trudeau keeps on bringing 
in more immigrants and refugees 
than Canada can care for. Why does 
he continue to do that knowing that 
he is adding to the problem? Instead 
of curbing immigration until at least 
some of the problems are addressed? 
His government is incompetent and 
Andy, more and more people are 
getting tired of all Trudeau’s scandals 

and cover-ups and mismanagement. 
That’s why he’s no longer very 
popular.

You mention that people can’t 
afford food. So why do we continue 
to give millions to the Aga Khan, 
for example – one of the world’s 
richest men worth billions – when 
food banks are running out of money 
and food and not one penny coming 
from the Trudeau government to 
feed the hungry here at home. But 
he has millions more to give to the 
CBC, who are laying off workers 
while in the previous year, top 
management received $15 million 
in bonuses. Despite the CBC being 
in deficit, management will probably 
receive bonuses again. Trudeau has 
increased funding to CBC and still 
not a penny for food banks. A case 
of the rich get richer and the poor get 
poorer. Take the bonus money and 
put it into food banks to feed the less 
fortunate. I’m sure many people who 
are going hungry would agree with 
me that charity should begin at home.

Len Heppner
Nakusp 

New Denver 
in 1954 during 
internment of 
Sons of Freedom 
children

It was a bright fall morning in 
1954 when, outside of our New 
Denver school grade 7/8 classroom, 
we watched through the window as 
a school bus suddenly pulled up and 
disgorged numerous young Sons 
of Freedom Doukhobor children 
who were then marched in to our 
school to become integrated into 
our classes – a year after the RCMP 
had torn them from their families 
and imprisoned  and schooled them 
for their first year behind the chain-
link fence at the old TB sanitorium 
complex built for the Japanese 
interned in New Denver during 
WWII – a place, after we got to 
know some of the Freedomite kids, 
that some of us considered a BC 
government prisoner’s camp for 
these innocent Freedomite children 
that flooded our small classrooms 
that fall morning.

Suddenly our integrated class of 
12: half town kids, a quarter Japanese 
kids from the old WWII internment 
camp (‘The Orchard’) on the south 
of town, and a quarter Orthodox 
Doukhobor kids from Hills – more 
than doubled. I remember well the 
bewilderment and painful looks of 
those new kids who were marched 
into our classroom – some could 
still barely speak English. The 
principal, John Clarkson, who had 
also become the administrator of 
the kids’ internment camp at the 
old New Denver TB Sanitorium, 
held a big meeting in the school 
gym explaining what was going on 
and that we all had to get along and, 
after a time, we did. Little bonds and 

friendships were formed, but I still 
remember those little kids and their 
bewilderment and loneliness. We 
town kids used to go on Sundays 
to see the Sons of Freedom parents 
visiting day – you could hear the 
adults’ plaintive choral singing to 
their children through the chain-link 
fence as soon as  we walked across 
the wooden bridge that separated 
the white side of town from the 
Japanese interment Orchard side – 
Carpenter Creek, as usual, running 
grey with silt from the mine mills 
up the valley. 

Eventually there were hockey 
games between the town and 
Freedomite kids – they always beat 
us, faster and better at hockey than 
us miners’ and loggers’ kids, easy 
banters after the games between 
us in the changing room by the old 
barrel woodstove. Saturday nights, 
if the brown box with the reel of a 
new film came in on the Greyhound 
bus if it got past rockslides along 
Cape Horn, was movie night at the 
Bosun Hall – which we shared with 
some of the Freedomite kids who 
were allowed to come and join us 
in an evening of Tom Mix movies, 
old WWII newscasts and whatever 
old, faded cowboy movie the theatre 
was able to bring in… our feet 
scrunching on the sunflower seed 
culls that littered the floor when 
we left. 

Under the eyes of the New 
Denver Glacier and placid Slocan 
Lake, it was a hard, sad, lonely 
time for those little kids and a dark 
history that never should have 
happened only a decade after our 
right-wing government had interned 
Japanese-Canadians in the Orchard 
side of New Denver. My mom, who 
had nine of her own kids, got a job 
as one of the house matrons at the 
Sons of Freedom kids dormitory 
and sometimes got permission to 
hold birthday parties at our log 
house for some of the little girls. 
The imprisoned girls, so sweet 
and innocent, called her ‘Angel 
Mable.’ It made me wonder as a 
kid why such a place as beautiful 
as New Denver was twice turned 
into a prison camp. Later in life, 
my mom told me of the cruelty she 
had witnessed and hinted of darker 
things, sex abuse, that she felt went 
on but she refused to name anyone.

It was also scary times for 
us town kids, growing up in 
the constant, dark shadow of 
Freedomite terrorism in the West 
Kootenays with the radical Sons 
of Freedom bombings and house 
burnings. My dad worked at the 
mines in Sandon when dynamite 
was strictly under lock and key 
– he was a ‘powderman,’ who 
set off the charges in the mine 
tunnels. The Highway Department’s 
powder house above New Denver 
was broken into and dynamite 
and blasting caps stolen to be 
used by the Sons of Freedom for 
bombs. The Nelson News during 

that time posted lots of front page 
photos and news headlines on 
the Freedomite ‘uprisings’: the 
gruesome front-page photo of some 
Freedomite boys whose bomb had 
gone off prematurely in their car; 
young Freedomite men’s cars piled 
up and burnt at Krestova as they 
were becoming too “modernized” 
according to their patriarchal leader; 
a decade after the kids’ internment, 
the picture in the Nelson News of 
the 366-foot-high powerline pylon 
at Kootenay Lake blown up by 
an old Freedomite man in an old 
Chevy pick-up truck, shutting down 
electricity to the mine across the 
lake at Riondel. Such actions by 
the small, ultra-radical Freedomite 
sect also caused a lot of pain and 
prejudice for the peaceful Orthodox 
Doukhobors who were our close 
friends. 

Our school in the 1950s had a 
small, plywood manned guard house 
to protect it from being torched, 
staffed with Sandon old-timers 
and other crotchety old coots as 
watchmen who regaled us kids 
with their stories of their traplines 
or the silver motherlode that got 
away – the guard house door an easy 
Halloween target to stick a spike 
through the lock hasp and then run 
away yelling “fire!” to the sound of 
the watchman swearing and trying 
to kick the door down. No joke 
though, as one spring evening going 
to play ball in the field behind the 
school, we discovered a bent old 
Freedomite woman with a gas can, 
newspaper and kindling, who had lit 
a fire to try to burn down our school. 
When we yelled “fire,” this time the 
watchman came. 

This was what it was like as 
a miner’s kid growing up in New 
Denver in the 1950s under the 
eyes of the glacier above the lake, 
witnessing first-hand one of the 
most painful and sad chapters of our 
convoluted, colonial history – the 
internment and institutionalization of 
the young, innocent  children behind 
chain-link fences – easy scapegoats 
for political and cultural differences 
that should have been handled much 
differently by the Freedomite leaders 
and our right-wing government – 
instead of robbing so many innocent 
little kids of their childhood. It 
should also not have taken the 
provincial government over 60 years 
to recognize this tragic wrong and 
issue an apology and restitution. I 
only hope that those survivors who 
have suffered so long are able to 
work out a solution so that they get 
the best benefits from the restitution 
to help them on their long and 
difficult path of healing. 

Yes, so much history has gone on 
in our quaint little mountain village 
under the eyes of the New Denver 
Glacier on the shores of placid 
Slocan Lake – chapters I hope will 
never be repeated again. 

Wayne McCrory
Hills
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by Art Joyce
The Lucerne School library in 

New Denver was full of friends 
and supporters of Eloise Charet on 
March 4 for the premiere of a new 
film by Isaac Carter, Grandmother 
Eloise, featuring her traditional 
cedar basket weaving. Sponsored 
by the Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR), Nakusp and 
Area Community Foundation and 
School District 10, the documentary 
was introduced by NACFOR 
communications specialist Skye 
Cunningham, with a few words 
from Charet and the filmmaker, 
who has known her since childhood. 
Filming began in spring 2023 at 

New film Grandmother Eloise premiered at Lucerne School
forest locations within NACFOR’s 
tenure, with final editing completed 
shortly before the event. 

“I feel like I’m at the Academy 
Awards of the Kootenays,” Charet 
joked. “Like these baskets, we’re all 
carriers of our stories and we all have 
so much to say.” 

“It’s nice to immortalize her 
work,” said Carter. “When you 
unlock a story, it goes deeper and 
deeper. It went from being about 
weaving to being about her as a 
weaver of culture.”

The first half of the documentary 
focuses on Charet’s personal 
experiences as a person of Métis 
ancestry, an environmental activist 

and a grandmother. In the film, 
Charet relates her experience 
protesting logging in watersheds but 
is clear that she isn’t against loggers 
trying to earn a living, only bad 
government policies that mismanage 
the land. She relates her arrest in 
1997 for blocking a logging road, 
when she spent time in jail. “It’s a 
vacation from my kids,” she joked 
at the time. Her calm, commonsense 
attitude on protest lines has made 
her respected by police, loggers 
and protestors alike. Making the 
documentary was a chance for her 
to “work with the Earth and with the 
community, showing how we can all 
work together.” 

Charet carries forward the 
Indigenous tradition of showing 
respect for the Earth before beginning 
the harvesting of cedar bark by first 
offering sweetgrass or tobacco smoke 
as an offering of thanks. In the film, 
a NACFOR faller skillfully takes 
down a designated cedar tree without 
damaging any other trees. Springtime 
is the only time cedar bark can be 
harvested without damaging or 
killing the tree, and the film shows her 
careful technique for pulling vertical 
strips of bark from the tree while 
they’re still supple with sap. Students 
from local schools are shown in 
the film learning the techniques, 
alongside assistants Cunningham, 
Maisie Brekke and Leda Botting. 
Charet speaks of the Indigenous 
tradition of culturally modified trees 
found all over the province, evidence 
of the care taken in harvesting bark 
to make baskets, canoes, and other 
implements. Cedars were known by 
the Indigenous as the “tree of life,” 
she explains. 

“In our tradition, we see trees as 
families like our own,” Charet says. 
“You have your elder trees or mother 
trees and the multiple generations that 
come from them. We’re privileged 
to live in a rare inland temperate 
rainforest where these trees grow so 
abundantly.”

The ‘family’ metaphor is gaining 
ground in scientific circles, as in 
Suzanne Simard’s research. Tree 
roots are connected to the mycelium 
layer beneath the forest floor, which 
scientists are learning not only 
‘communicates’ with other plants 

and trees, it also shares nutrients 
during periods of drought. The inner 
cambium layer of cedar trunks is 
not normally exposed except in 
harvesting bark, and is the means 
the tree uses to transport water and 
nutrients the length of the tree. In 
the fall, the sap goes back down to 
the roots so the tree can conserve its 
energy for winter, which is why bark 
harvesting can’t be done then.

“When you harvest cedar bark, 
you’re harvesting life force, which 
is why it’s so important to do it with 
respect,” says Charet. “This is part of 
the web for all life.” 

The second half of Grandmother 
Eloise is devoted to step-by-step 
instruction as we watch Charet build 
a basket from her prepared cedar bark 
strips. Cunningham says NACFOR 
plans to host this segment of the film 
as a how-to video on their website. 
Charet says she has woven baskets 
from 800-year-old old-growth 
cedars, but in a culture of mass 
production, her work doesn’t bring 
much monetary return. Many locals 
are fortunate to have examples of 
her intricate creations in their homes. 
She’s grateful that the government’s 
Indigenous reconciliation process 
has led to this skill being included 
in school programs. In the film, she 
speaks about the need to divest from 
the financial “pyramid scheme” of 
exploitation that damages the Earth. 

“For me it wasn’t about money or 
power but leaving a good example,” 
she says of her work. “We need to 
adapt to nature, not adapt nature to 
ourselves.” 

by Zen Wang
The third documentary in the 

‘Screenagers’ trilogy was shown at 
the Capitol Theatre in Nelson on 
March 10, with about 300 people in 
attendance. Many were teenagers.

P r o d u c e d  b y  A m e r i c a n 
documentary f i lmmaker and 
physician Delaney Ruston, all three 
documentaries focus on the impact 
of the digital age on teenagers. 
This third film in the trilogy deals 
with substance use and is called, 
‘Screenagers Under the Influence: 
Addressing Vaping, Drugs & Alcohol 
in the Digital Age.’

The movie tells us that teens 
who binge drink in high school have 
a high likelihood of binge drinking 
in college and beyond. It also 
mentions that long-term cannabis 
use for teenagers will likely result in 
cortical thinning of the brain, which 
negatively affects cognitive abilities. 
Another huge concern is that drug 
dealers are now directly contacting 

Youth substance use explored at ‘Screenagers’ film screening 
teenagers on Snapchat due to its 
anonymity and convenience.

The film features prominent 
psychologists, professors, authors, 
university research investigators, 
directors of national institutes and 
other subject matter experts, who 
suggest some tried and true solutions 
to the problems at hand. All teenagers 
want to be validated and loved and 
heard, so one thing parents can do is 
listen to their teenagers and repeat 
back what they said. This tells them 
the parent heard them and cares 
about their thoughts. Parents can 
also brainstorm solutions with their 
teenager and take actions together 
– it is important for the teenager 
to feel they are in control of life’s 
decisions. Acceptance, tolerance and 
forgiveness are encouraged when 
it comes to bringing teens back if 
they’ve strayed; parents should not 
use shaming as a punishment tool. 

Following the film screening, 
a panel discussion was hosted 

and moderated by community 
organizer Nicole Charlwood. 
Guest panelists were Mandy Root, 
prevention coordinator & Nelson 
youth substance use counsellor 
from Freedom Quest Youth Services 
Society, Amelia Martzke, drug 
checking program coordinator from 
ANKORS, and Sandy MacLean, 
clinical counsellor. 

The discussions mainly centred 
around teenagers’ access to drugs in 
the city. Amelia Martzke encouraged 
concerned parents to ask their 
teenagers to check any questionable 
substance at ANKORS, which is a 
non-descript building that is safe and 
welcoming. Mandy Root believes 
mental health is a key component in 
drug prevention and any rules and 
boundaries need to be discussed 
rationally with the teenager in 
question. Sandy MacLean reiterated 
that parents shouldn’t drive teenagers 
away, and compassion for addicts is 
the best approach. 

Eloise Charet was the subject of a new film, by Isaac Carter, Grandmother Eloise, featuring her traditional cedar basket weaving.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Robert Baker will join Village staff as 
Kaslo’s new chief administrative officer 
(CAO). Baker previously served as the 
Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation, 
and Culture for the City of Trail.

“We are really looking forward to 
working with him,” said Mayor Suzan 
Hewat at the council meeting. “It was a 
very positive process and I think we’ve 
selected a very good candidate. He will 
be a good fit for the Village of Kaslo.”

Baker has led many municipal 
services throughout his career, giving 
him strong working knowledge of local 
government administration. This will be 
a boon for him in the role of CAO, where 
he will oversee the Village’s business 
affairs and employees in accordance 
with corporate policies, legislation, and 
council’s strategic plan.

Linda Tynan thanked council for the 
opportunity to serve as the Interim CAO. 

“More people should watch Kaslo’s 
council meetings and watch how you 
interact and truly debate things to 
come up with the best decisions for the 
community,” said Tynan. “It’s been really 
a great experience for me.”

March 12 was her last regular 
meeting. 

“We couldn’t have done it without 
you!” said Mayor Hewat.

Baker was not present at the meeting, 
but began his new position on March 18.
Fees and charges

Council adopted the Fees and 
Charges Amendment Bylaw. The 
amendment was made to correct errors 
in Schedule C of the Business Licences 
fees. 

Errors included the unintended 
omission of the $200 seasonal fee for 
outdoor market business licences, along 
with the $20 annual fee for non-profit 
organizations doing business. The 
new category of ‘Regulated Trades & 
Professions’ was also unintentionally 
omitted.

The amended bylaw also removes 
the $1,750 application fee for liquor or 
cannabis retail stores.

Councillor Matthew Brown brought 
forward a motion for staff to prepare 
another amendment to the bylaw to 
reconsider the $750 annual licence fee 
for a cannabis-related business. 

“At the time that cannabis was 
made legal, there was thought that it 
would be onerous on staff with all of 
the applications that would be coming 
in, which did not prove to be the case… 
I propose that we reconsider that and 

Kaslo council, March 12: New CAO announced 
look at something that is more in line 
with the other similarly relatable fees,” 
said Brown.

The next highest fee is $125. Staff 
will prepare the amendment for next 
council meeting.
Encroachment

Council approved an encroachment 
agreement between the Village and the 
owners of 415 Front Street (former 
Kaslo Clothes Hanger). The agreement 
allows a heritage-style gooseneck lamp 
to be installed above the front door of 
the building.

The building has no front setback, 
which means the lamp will extend 
beyond the property line and over the 
public sidewalk. Applications with 
encroaching features like this must be 
referred to council for approval.

As a condition of the agreement, 
the property owner must have insurance 
coverage to protect the Village from any 
liabilities relating to the lamp.

The owners submitted a Heritage & 
Commercial Core Development Permit 
to restore the commercial building’s 
façade and ornamental features. 
Alterations include removing the non-
heritage corrugated plastic-covered 
awning, repainting the façade using 
Kaslo heritage colours, and installing 
the lamp.

Councillor Brown recused himself 
as he works at 415 Front Street.
Contract planning

Council approved a contract with 
Dun-Map, Inc. to prepare a revised 
zoning bylaw and make updates to the 
official community plan. The project will 
not exceed $29,000 + GST. The Village’s 
past CAO, Ian Dunlop, is president of 
Dun-Map Inc. The project will take about 
seven months. 

“We feel that this would be well-
suited to award to Ian Dunlop given 
that he’s worked with our zoning bylaw 
and OCP in the past,” said Interim CAO 
Linda Tynan. 

Dun-Map Inc. will align the zoning 
bylaw with the 2022 OCP, 2023 Strategic 
Plan, and the Housing Needs Report. 
It will also set the groundwork for 
developing a Kaslo South Lands sub-area 
plan, engage in community consultation, 
and make presentations to council.

In January 2024, the Village 
received $154,605 from the Province 
via the Capacity Funding for Local 
Government Housing Initiatives. The 
funding supports local governments in 
meeting the new legislative requirements 
of Bills 44, 46, and 47. The bills relate 
to housing development and financing. 
FireSmart fuel treatments

Council awarded two contracts 
for fuel modification treatments on 
municipal land as part of the Village’s 
FireSmart program. Loki will execute 
treatments for $31,450 + GST, and 
Timber Ridge for $19,530 plus $43 per 
cubic metre + GST.

Loki will perform manual fuel 
treatments on Unit 16A (0.9 hectares 
adjacent to the water treatment plant on 
Zwicky Road) and Unit H (1.5 hectares 
adjacent to the area known as ‘Lovers’ 
near the northwest end of Oak Street). 
Manual treatment is done by hand. 
Buried pipes, overhead power lines, and 
buildings meant mechanical treatment 
wasn’t possible. Cleared debris will 

be hot-fed pile-burned in the spring, 
depending on provincial and municipal 
regulations and bylaws.

Timber Ridge will perform 
mechanical fuel treatment on Unit I (6.3 
hectares south of the Kaslo River Bridge 
and north of Highway 31, within the 
“Lovers” area). Debris will be burnt in 
the fall in Category 3 small piles, again 
subject to regulations and bylaw.

A reg i s te red  p ro fess iona l 

forester developed the treatment unit 
prescriptions. The treatments will 
mitigate wildfire risk and promote 
forest health. 

The Village received $194,250 from 
the Union of BC Municipalities through 
the Community Resiliency Investment, 
including $109,050 for fuel treatment 
activities. 

Mayor Hewat recused herself due to 
a conflict of interest. Councillor Brown 

took the chair as acting mayor. 
Reserve fund transfers

A late item addressed reserve fund 
transfers. 

$87,147.48 will be transferred from 
the COVID-19 Safe Restart Grant for the 
Public Works equipment shelter.

$25,227 from the Climate Action 
Fund will be transferred for the Village’s 
portion of Section 5 of the Kaslo River 
Dike project. 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Kaslo council members had a 
Committee of the Whole (COTW) 
meeting to discuss the Village’s capital 
projects—completed, underway, and 
budding. Interim CAO Linda Tynan 
and Strategic Initiatives Manager Colin 
Hawkins led the presentation. 
Kaslo River dike project

First, council heard an update on 
the Kaslo River Dike project. 

Section 3 is complete and final 
grass seeding will happen this spring. 
Section 5 is also complete. 

Colin Hawkins said that both 
sections went very well. All that’s left 
is final grass seeding and tree planting 
in a new riparian zone.

“We’ve done really well by not 
taking as many trees down as originally 
planned,” said Hawkins. The replanting 
has the stamp of approval from Masse 
Environmental. 

The two sections are funded 
in part by two different Union of 
BC Municipalities Structural Flood 
Mitigation grants, from 2018 and 2020. 
The Village is also using money from 
the Climate Action Fund reserve, and 
from a donation. Final costs are still 
being collected.
Front Street Park

The Front Street Park Design 
Committee met on February 12 to 
discuss the perimeter wall and fence, 
park furnishings and amenities, the 
stage, public art, and trees. 

Town Architecture will create 
design drawings to be presented to the 
committee for approval. 

Funding for the project will come 
from a CBT Outdoor Revitalization 
grant and the Parks reserve fund. 
Kemball building

Some bad news for the Kemball 
Memorial Centre. The Village’s $1 
million Rural Economic Diversification 
and Infrastructure Program grant 
application was denied. 

However,  the Community 
Economic Recovery Infrastructure 
Program grant that the Village received 
in April 2022 has been extended. 
Originally, the funding was set to expire 
this March. 

The Village can still proceed 
with smaller projects on the Kemball 
building. Hawkins explained that 
they’re working with professionals to 
understand the full scope of work, and 
what can be achieved with the funds 
the Village has.

Quotes for asbestos abatement and 
external brick and stone repair have 
been received. Projects for now will 
focus on structural integrity rather than 
cosmetic touch-ups.  

Though the building has heritage 

Kaslo council, March 14: COTW discusses capital projects
status, Corporate Officer Catherine 
Allaway explained that even character-
defining elements identified in the 
statement of significance can be 
changed if there’s a good reason – for 
example, installing modern windows 
and other energy-efficient features. 

“If it’s going to make the building 
usable, then that is a really good way 
to make sure the heritage is preserved,” 
she said. “It’s been recognized that there 
has to be some flexibility to change 
things.”

There are plans to meet with the 
building’s tenants to keep everyone in 
the loop. The building is currently home 
to some businesses and the Kootenay 
Lake Innovation Centre, with several 
co-working spaces. 
Water treatment plant

Mountain Logic Solutions will be 
installing two sets of electronic actuator 
valves at the water treatment plant. 

Requests for proposals for 
ultraviolet light treatment design closed 
the night after the COTW meeting. The 
proposals will be brought to council 
soon. 

“The ultraviolet treatment and 
working with Interior Health brings 
the facility up to the treatment required 
for modern standards,” said Hawkins. 

Along with UV, the water is also 
treated with sand filtration and chlorine. 
All three are required by Interior Health. 

Funding for these two projects 
comes from federal and provincial 
grants ($746,499) and a contribution 
from the Village ($271,501). 
Kaslo arena

A new project has begun at the 
arena, thanks to a CBT grant for 
$128,000 and a Village contribution 
of $32,000. 

A backup generator and transfer 
switch ($45,000) will be installed to 
aid in emergency situations, along 
with a heat pump and air filtration 
system ($45,000). Upgrades also 
include an accessibility assessment and 
implementation ($20,000), and doing 
a commercial kitchen feasibility study 
($50,000).

Councillor Erika Bird wondered 
why the kitchen feasibility study was 
so expensive.

Interim CAO Tynan explained that 
CBT hired a third-party consultant to 
verify the costs of the project before 
providing funding. The consultants 
found that certain structural elements 
make the task more complicated. Hiring 
architects, engineers, and structural 
designers also drive up the costs. 
Wastewater treatment plant

The Village is investigating 
opportunities for improving effluent 
quality. The project is in the early 
stages, as staff is looking into what sort 

of work could and needs to be done.  
Interim CAO Tynan said that 

environmental and regulatory reporting 
has likely fallen behind at the plant.

“It’s something that we definitely 
need to stay on top of,” she said. 
Wharf demolition and 
Kaslo Bay planning

“You all probably know the 
condition of the Kaslo wharf and the 
concerns that we all have with it,” said 
Hawkins.

Funding has not yet been secured 
for the replacement project, but the 
Village is aiming to get the project 
“shovel ready” before applying for 
grants.

Staff is currently assessing its 
condition, and looking into what’s 
required. It also wants to approach the 
project safely from an environmental 
perspective. 

Staff is also thinking about Kaslo 
Bay. 

“There’s a lot of groundwork 
that needs to be done so that we can 
understand what our options are,” said 
CO Allaway. “Even on Village land, it’s 
not just the Village’s decision.”

The Village has to assess Crown 
tenures, foreshore leases, zoning, land 
use, and marina infrastructure before it 
can make any plans for the bay, but it’s 
in the works. 

“It’s a complex area with a lot of 
overlapping interests,” said Allaway. 
FireSmart

The Village has two grants for the 
FireSmart program.

The 2023 Community Resiliency 
Investment (CRI) grant is funding 
the FireSmart Coordinator’s wages, 
the Community Wildfire Resiliency 
Plan, and three areas of municipal land 
receiving fuel treatments.

CBT is funding a Youth FireSmart 
Coordinator position. 

The Village will be applying for 
2024 CRI funding in June to continue 
FireSmart work. 
Asset management

Interim CAO Tynan brought 
to council’s attention that asset 
management is not the Village’s 
strength.

Projects amass data about assets, 
but without a system to consolidate it 
all, said Tynan, it just sits in folders and 
gets lost. It can’t be easily retrieved and 
used in a meaningful way.

Former CAO Ian Dunlop tried to 
get the ball rolling, but was unable to 
secure a proponent to develop a system. 
In the meantime, a summer student 
performed some data entry but it wasn’t 
sufficient.

CO Allaway said it is moving 
forward, but it will be a multi-year 
project to get everything integrated.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

We have delicious Nelson’s 
Chocofellar Easter chocolates, 

and lots of new spring stock too!   
Open Tuesday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

TRAIL CREW POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE!

We are looking for an experi-
enced trail crew supervisor and a 
couple of crew members starting 
late April/early May for a 12-
week period.
Pay commensurate with expe-
rience but in the region of $28-
$30ph and $22-$25ph.
Opportunities for first aid train-
ing and a protective clothing 
allowance. 
Looking for someone with a love 
of mountain biking or hiking 
with good communication skills 
and a happy team player.
Applicants must be in good 
physical shape and able to work 
8-hour days outside in all weath-
ers.
Please contact us at northslocan-
trailsociety@hotmail.com  for 
further information.

by Joanne Feenstra
Council will consider amending 

the zoning bylaw to allow for long-
term residential use at the Slocan 
Motel property on Harold Street. 
The draft amendment will be specific 
to the Slocan Motel property only, 
and will maintain the commercial 
zoning but allow for eight residential 
units until ownership changes or the 
building no longer exists. Staff will 
draft the amendment, and a public 
hearing will be held as part of the 
process.

Richard Cutler, owner of the 
property, asked council to change 
the zoning from commercial to 
residential. He operates the property 
as low-income housing and has done 
so since he bought it 10 years ago.

This is Cutler’s second request 
for the zoning change. He brought 
it forward again because he’d like to 
create an eighth unit and he cannot 
get the building permit unless the 
zoning is changed.

Cutler first made the request for 
the zoning change in 2018. At that 
time, council deferred the decision 
until the official community plan 
update was completed.

The community plan (2020) 
recommends that Harold Street be 
a commercial corridor with shops, 
businesses and commercial activity, 
and that housing in this area be 

Slocan council, March 11: Zoning amendment to be considered for Slocan Motel
limited to upper floors or rears 
of buildings. No building in the 
commercial core can have more 
than eight units. The plan also states 
that affordable housing should be 
encouraged, by creating supportive 
policies and zoning regulations. 

The tenants submitted a joint 
letter to council, stating “we are 
seniors, low-income earners, 
physically challenged tenants 
with fixed incomes” and that “the 
hardships that would be placed on us 
if we are required to relocate... would 
be devastating for us.” Because the 
building is zoned as a motel, tenants 
pay extra for garbage pickup and 
also pay $180 per year for a post 
office box. 

Cutler said he’d been attempting 
to control the unsightliness of the 
property. He has recently painted 
the building. “Every time I come out 
here, I bring a truckload of garbage 
to the dump,” he said, adding that one 
tenant in particular was responsible 
for the large number of vehicles on 
the property. 

One tenant said he had lived 
there seven years, and it looks “100% 
better” than when he moved in. 
There is a new septic system, better 
landscaping, and a bit of a lawn and 
flowers. 

Council members expressed their 
concerns about the recent biannual 

fire inspection, which noted that the 
combustible materials, debris and 
garbage on the outside of the building 
could create fire hazards.

“We do understand the fact that 
you are housing people with low 
income, but what a lot of people in 
Slocan are upset about is the look of 
the place,” said Councillor Madeleine 
Perriere. “You have to make a real 
effort to clean up. Do you have the 
will with all those people to make it 
a nice looking place?”

Knott stated that while he had 
concerns about losing commercially 
zoned property along Harold Street, 
it is the responsibility of council to 
maintain properties that offer low rent 
to a diverse group of people.

Council directed staff to draft 
the amendment to the zoning bylaw, 
which has to go through three readings 
and a public hearing. Conditions 
attached to possible approval would 
include addressing the issues raised 
by the fire inspector, clearing the 
area for appropriate parking, and 
enforcing the prohibition of an 
automotive repair business on the 
property.
Lobby Grill liquor 
licence

The Lobby Grill at the Slocan 
City Hotel has applied for an add-on 
to its Food Primary liquor licence. 
The add-on (Patron Participation 

Endorsement) would allow activities 
such as dance or karaoke. As the 
application requires support from 
the Village, public input is being 
accepted until April 3 at 4 pm at the 
Village office. Comments must be 
written and signed.
Harmony Festival

This year’s Harmony Community 
Festival at Slocan Beach is scheduled 
for July 20 and 21. Organizer Lisa 
Parente was granted use of the beach, 
an extension of the noise curfew to 11 
pm on Saturday, and use of the beach 
washrooms. Council also granted 
her request for the Village to cover 
the cost of a portable toilet ($680) 
and the rental of a generator ($100). 
Council didn’t give permission for 
temporary storage of garbage in the 
Public Works garbage shed, as the 
shed is routinely full. The Village will 
ask Parente to promote the event as 
dog-free, as per park policy, and will 
remind her that all festival equipment 
must be removed and washrooms 
clean by the end of the day on 
Sunday, and that the organizers are 
liable for all vendors at the event. 
Slocan Saturday Market

The Saturday Market will happen 
again at Expo Park from June through 
August, plus a Harvest Market on 
October 5. Council approved all of 
organizer Christina Knight’s requests, 
including a $2,000 contribution. 

Knight explained in her letter 
that the grants she received for last 
year’s market season didn’t cover 
the expenses, so she made up the 
difference herself. This year, she is 
increasing vendor fees from $10 to 
$15, but said $2,000 from the Village 
would allow her to pay musicians, 
the sound technician, the kids’ zone 
director and perhaps even a stipend 
for herself. She has been organizing 
the market for seven years.

Councillor Knott said he sees 
the market as a big benefit to the 
community, but expressed concern 
about contributing to the operating 
costs. He suggested Knight adjust 
vendor fees to cover the deficit in 
future.

The $2,000 granted this year 
will come from the Village’s RDCK 
Community Development Fund or 
RDCK Discretionary Fund.

by Jan McMurray
This was Mayor Colin Ferguson’s 

last regular meeting before his 
resignation comes into effect.

His letter of resignation was in the 
agenda package, at his request. “There 
seems to be an inordinate amount of 
confusion and interest surrounding my 
resignation letter to council,” he says 
in an email to incoming mayor Tanya 
Gordon and councillor Don Broughton. 
“It has come to my attention that an FOI 
has been submitted to the Village to 
release this letter. Accordingly, I attach 
it herewith.”

The letter, dated January 5, says he 
finds himself “at odds with council and 
too far out of step to continue as mayor. 
I therefore resign from this council 
effective April 5.”

He says in the email  that 
the resignation date was chosen in 
anticipation of an election. “The 
intention was to ensure continuity in 
the mayor’s office and to ensure that, 
with one council member often working 
away from home, that there would be 
a quorum should the need arise for a 
decision.”

In his written report, the outgoing 
mayor said council’s resolution regarding 
harassment of public officials by the 
public, which will be considered at the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments convention, has 
attracted media attention. He was asked 
to comment on TV and radio, and reports 
that he has subsequently been harassed 
for raising the issue.

He urged council to keep the 
priorities it created with the municipal 
advisor in mind.

“The Village of Silverton, like the 
family farm, has too much work for the 

Silverton council, March 13: Mayor Ferguson’s last regular meeting
available labour force but insufficient 
income to employ more,” he said. The 
CAO is working at an unsustainable 
pace, he said, and reminded council of 
ways they can alleviate this.

He concludes his report with thanks 
to councillors and staff, especially CAO 
Viv Thoss, and to residents who offered 
supportive remarks. 
Water issues cleared up

Silverton’s groundwater wells are 
at low risk of being contaminated by 
pathogens, so there should be no concern 
about a need to treat the water. This was 
the result of a recent report by Western 
Water Associates Ltd., presented at 
the meeting by Douglas Geller, a 
hydrogeologist living in New Denver.

The Village had the report done at 
the request of Interior Health. Geller 
explained that it is very common for 
IH to request these reports from local 
governments. IH requires treatment of 
drinking water that comes from surface 
water, but not from groundwater unless 
it is assessed to be at risk of pathogens.

Geller said he was made aware that 
there were conflicting findings among 
previous reports. He said WWAL’s 
findings do not support some of the 
statements made in the 2016 Opus 
reports. He said WWAL’s investigation 
strongly indicated no direction hydraulic 
connection between the wells and the 
creeks, that there is a protective layer of 
clay and silt above the aquifer, and that 
the aquifer is confined or semi-confined 
in the area of the wells. He said the 
suggestion that a chemical or fuel spill 
would result in contamination of the 
creek is not supported by the data.

However, the Opus recommendation 
to establish the Silverton Creek 
watershed as a designated community 

watershed is “worthy of exploring,” 
Geller said, keeping in mind the Province 
is creating a Watershed Security Fund 
to enable more localized governance 
of water and broader participation in 
decision-making.
SLAC lease

Any further discussion about 
the interim lease with Slocan Lake 
Arts Council will be held in camera. 
Councillor Leah Main made the motion. 
“Council has been provided today with 
additional information from SLAC 
that would move this discussion into 
the neighbourhood of a negotiation,” 
she said. “Some of the information is 
confidential so I am moving to take 
it to an in camera meeting as soon as 
possible.” 

Mayor Ferguson said he was not in 
favour. “Discussion has to take place,” 
he said. He said he had spoken to Area H 
Director Walter Popoff, who agreed the 
gallery was a regional facility. 

However, the motion passed, with 
Councillors Main, denBok and Brian 
Mills voting in favour. “I’m okay going 
in camera,” Mills said. “I want to get 
the deal done.”

Main also made a motion to offer 
SLAC a 12-month interim lease at 
$166.67 per month. However, this 
motion failed, with Main and denBok in 
favour and Mills and Ferguson opposed. 
Mills voted against this because he 
didn’t get his question answered before 
the vote was called. He had wanted to 
know if SLAC owed the Village any 
money. CFO Bruce Hampson said the 
organization owes $6,906; SLAC has 
said they owe $1,800.

CAO Viv Thoss brought forward a 
staff report that included information on 
the operating costs of the building last 

year. The costs total $45,602.64, but this 
includes the $12,832 one-time cost of the 
fire suppression system repair. 

During public time, four people 
spoke in support of the Slocan Lake Arts 
Council. Judith Maltz reminded council 
that the Village owns the building so 
should be paying for building repairs and 
maintenance. Joe Matthews suggested 
the Village ask the people of Silverton 
what they want through a referendum. 
Linda Laktin agreed. “Why don’t you 
ask the people what they want? The 
gallery is important to this town,” she 
said.

Barb Yeomans appeared as a 
delegation to offer her thoughts on the 
issue. She said the Silverton Gallery 
is the only building from Nakusp to 
Winlaw to Kaslo that has theatre, art 
gallery and workshop space under 
the same roof. “So I think it’s a really 
special place and I just want to make 
that assertion.” 

She has been on the board of 
the Slocan Lake Garden Society and 
LACE – both are non-profits managing 
municipal properties in New Denver. 
She said neither has a lease with the 
Village of New Denver, but rather an 
MOU, and neither group pays any 

continued on page 21
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open 3-8 Thursday- Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the summer-
Take out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Our entire collection of stylish ANIÁN coats – mens’ and ladies’ – is 15% or more 
off the regular price in March! If you’ve been eyeing a particular recycled-fabric 

coat for yourself or a loved one, this may be your chance • Our first book order of 
2024 is here! For all you Canadian fiction lovers, we’ve received all the Canada 
Reads contenders and still carry most of the Giller Prize finalists, including the 
winner • A wide selection of gorgeous new journals will arrive any day now • 
Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • Hours: Open Monday 
to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • 
RavensNestBC.com • 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Foods and Shop teachers from 
Nakusp Secondary School and Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary School gave 
presentations to the board highlighting 
some favourite projects, along with 
some of their teaching philosophies.

NSS Home Economics teacher 
Christina Barisoff said one of her 
favourite projects with the students was 
developing an idea for a food truck, 
with an international or “fusion” theme. 
She had students use Design Thinking 
Principles to guide them through the 
project.

Students interviewed 10 people to 
find out what kind of food they would 
buy from a food truck. Then they 
brainstormed menus, considered dietary 
and budget limitations, and traced recipe 
origins. They prototyped recipes and 
shared them with taste testers. Finally, 
they reflected on the whole process. 

Some food truck themes included 
sushi, burritos, crepes, nachos and pies. 

Barisoff also shared some of her 
favourite projects from textile class: 
plushies, handbags, aprons and a quilt. 
A guest teacher also came in to share 
Indigenous beading.  

To demonstrate his philosophy of 
empathic design, NSS Applied Design, 
Skills, and Technologies (ADST) 
teacher Ken Barisoff brought in a 
serving tray made by grade 9 and 10 

School District 10, March 12: Foods and shop teachers share their wins with the board
students in his woodworking class. 

“You are building something for 
someone,” he said, “and you’re trying to 
make a solution or make someone’s life 
better through what you build.”

With the serving tray, he explained, 
there are many ways to make it personal 
and useful to someone: what size, what 
kind of handles, what picture to put on 
it, among other considerations. 

Barisoff also said empathy goes in 
the other direction, too.

“If they make a mistake, just grab 
another piece of wood,” he said. “It’s not 
a big deal [to make a mistake].”

Other projects include cutting 
boards, side tables and salad servers. 
Metalworking projects include key 
tags, garden scoops, dice and ball-peen 
hammers. 

Due to the small size of LESS, 
Foods and Art teacher Margot Baker’s 
class has students from all ages cooking 
together. Her students learn just as much 
from each other as they do from her. 

Baker said she doesn’t plan her 
lessons until she has met with the kids 
and learns what they are interested 
in. Students choose one skill and 
two recipes they want to learn, and 
suggest a guest teacher. Students are 
more invested because they choose the 
projects, she said.

Baker focuses on hands-on learning 
and social connection. She brings in 
guest teachers from the community to 

share their family recipes, and teaches 
the students to look at cooking from new 
perspectives. 

“How do we challenge ourselves 
to make this recipe more creative and 
speak to our community and culture?” 
she said. 

Baker highlighted a project where 
the students created a full weekly menu 
for a family of four with only $200. 

“They all were much more 
appreciative of their parents by the end 
of it!” she said. 

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky 
shared in his monthly report that Foods 
and Shop classrooms have had recent 
upgrades and rebuilds, thanks to the 
SD 10 board, and funding initiatives 
from the Ministry of Education and 
Child Care. The new and improved 
classrooms help students work and learn 
in safe and flexible environments.
Take me Outside

SD 10 has won the annual Take 
Me Outside 4 Learning Challenge for 
the Kootenay-Boundary region for 
the fourth year in a row. The challenge 
involves teachers committing to outdoor 
learning at least once weekly from 
September to June. 

“We won – yet again – with the 
highest percentage in the region,” said 
Superintendent Dubinsky. 67% of 
students in the district participated.  

The Columbia Basin Environmental 
Educators Network provides resources 

for the challenge. It is designed to be 
a simple and fun way to help teachers 
and students with successful outside 
learning. 
Capital budget

The board’s amended annual 
budget, presented at last month’s 
meeting, was approved by the Ministry 
of Education and Child Care.

One item of note is that the ministry 
has provided some additional funding 
for an emergency bus, to replace a bus 
that failed inspection. However, the 
district is unable to get the bus as quickly 
as it hoped. 

Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
McLellan said the district may be able 
to get some temporary new buses that 
it can trade once others are available.

In the meantime, the district 
has a loaner bus that it might buy. If 
purchased, it would be repurposed and 
kept on reserve as a backup bus in case 
this kind of situation happens again. 
Electric buses

Secretary-Treasurer McLellan 
shared the district’s energy savings from 
using electric buses. 

From January to December 2023, 
the district’s three-bus fleet saved 
approximately $23,480 in fuel costs, 
compared to an equivalent three-bus 
diesel fleet. The electric fleet also saved 
about 48,903 kg in CO2 emissions.

“There will be other savings that 
start to accumulate,” said McLellan. 

“Electric buses don’t have the 
same maintenance requirements as 
combustion engine buses, so savings 
will come in time.”

November had the highest 
electricity cost, at $816.74 to travel a 
total of 5931.2 km. The diesel equivalent 
cost for that travel distance is $5,096.09. 

Most months, the buses travel 
between 2,000 and 3,000 kilometres 
in total.
School calendars

Calendars for the next three school 
years were adopted by the board. There 
are separate calendars for schools with 
five-day weeks and those with four-day 
weeks. 

Representatives from Arrow 
Lakes Teachers Association, CUPE, 
Arrow Lakes Educational Leaders 
Association, and the board worked 
with Superintendent Dubinsky on the 
calendars.

Dubinsky said at the meeting that 
the district is only required to create 
a calendar for the next school year. 
However, they created calendars for the 
next three years to expedite the process. 

The calendars include instructional 
days, professional development days, 
administrative days, stat holidays, and 
winter and spring breaks. They can be 
viewed on the district’s website. 

The first day of classes for the 
2024-2025 school year will be Tuesday, 
September 3.
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by  Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

If you’re looking for garden 
supplies and fresh locally grown 
flowers, veggies, and perennials, 
Ripley’s Gardens in Slocan is well 
worth checking out.

Owner Danielle Bedard opened 
the garden centre in 2022, and 
business is going great, she told the 
Valley Voice.

“We’ve had enormous support 
from the community,” she said. “I 
feel blessed that I get the opportunity 
to meet so many different kinds of 
people.” 

Bedard grows most of the 
flowers and veggies she shares with 
the community, but she likes to 
support local businesses by selling 
their blooms and produce. Ripley’s 
Gardens also sells garden supplies 
like soil, mulch, fertilizer and much 
more.

Local garden centre making ‘ripples’ with specialty flowers, veggies and garden supplies
During the summer, the centre is 

open five days a week. And if you’re 
in Nakusp on Saturdays, you can find 
Bedard at the Farmers’ Market with 
specialty cut flowers, bedding plants, 
and veggies. 

Bedard has been drawn to plants 
for her whole life.

“I’ve always thought getting my 
hands in the dirt was a way to become 
grounded,” she said.

It wasn’t until she moved to 
Slocan in 2018 when her passion 
really started to take root. She 
began digging into books from the 
library, watching YouTube videos, 
and speaking with local experts, 
learning as much as she could about 
landscaping and flowers. 

Ripley’s Gardens bloomed from 
there. Bedard loves that her business 
connects her to the community, and 
keeps her learning and growing. And 
she loves nurturing baby plants. 

“I take extra effort when people 
visit to help them understand, with tips 
on how to take care of their plants,” 
she said, “because helping a baby 
plant flourish builds confidence.”

The name of Bedard’s business 
has a layered meaning. First, it’s the 
name of her very best friend – her 
British golden retriever, Ripley. 

“Ripley is special because she’s 
helped me to overcome depression,” 
said Bedard. “I like to call her my 
‘white shadow’ because she is always 
nearby.”

Bedard was also in a major car 
accident.

“The name just seemed to fit… 
kind of like ‘Ripley’s believe it or not, 
Danielle made it through,’” she said. 

She and Ripley love stand-up 
paddle boarding together. For Bedard, 
she can enjoy it without pain, as 
sitting can be excruciating. For 
Ripley, her boundless energy calms 

as soon as she’s on the water. 
“She becomes completely 

peaceful, watching the ripple effect 
of the paddle gliding through the 
water… her nickname soon became 
Ripples.” 

Passersby will often see Bedard 
and Ripley together in the garden and 
come over to say hi. That’s one of 
her favourite things about the Slocan 
Valley.

“I just love that when I’m out 
and about, people acknowledge each 
other. You feel like you’re a part 
of something and that you’ve been 
seen,” said Bedard. 

Watch for Ripley’s Earth Day 
event coming up in April. It’s still 
being brewed up, but there are plans 
for a big celebration with free veggie 
hot dogs. Bedard will demonstrate 
how to make biodegradable seedling 
starters out of toilet paper rolls, and 
there will even be a kids’ zone with a 
“great big sandbox.”

“Mainly, we want to promote 
supporting the ‘ripple effect’ of 
supporting local businesses,” said 
Bedard. “I love connecting and 
bringing people together full circle.”

She’s at 8816 Slocan S Rd, Slocan 
BC. See ad on page 2.

submitted
New landscape paintings are 

on display at the Nelson Library by 
Nelson artist Abby Wilson. 

Her feature piece ‘Valhalla 
Traverse’’ is a triptych (three 
connecting panels) that links popular 
hiking trails from Valhalla Provincial 
Park into a panoramic scene. It 
practically glows off the walls with 
sunset-infused light. Other paintings 
capture the Kootenay and Rocky 

Abby Wilson with her paintings at the Nelson Library.

Majestic mountain landscapes at the Nelson Library
mountains with stylized lines and 
inventive colours. 

Wilson is the author of the 
much anticipated, forthcoming West 
Kootenay Hiking guidebook and her 
work is heavily inspired by local 
hiking trails and viewpoints. 

Wilson paints her love of these 
mountains into bright, bold acrylic 
landscapes, exploring how geometry 
aligns with natural geology. Abby 
spends the summers hiking, bringing 

her sketchbook with her before 
eventually moving to the studio. 

“I work to develop paintings 
that focus on the majesty of the 
mountain landscapes,” she says. “I 
use colour and shape to push the 
structure of the mountain towards 
the surreal, striving to capture the 
feelings of otherworldly bliss and 
awe that comes with exploring these 
wild places.” 

Wilson’s work is held in private 
collections in Canada, the US, and 
Europe. She sells her artwork over 
her website and the original works 
displayed in the library are also for 
sale. 

The exhibition continues until 
the end of April. 
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Robert 
Lawrence 

Moore (Larry)
November 1st, 1955 – 

October 26th, 2023 
On the night of October 

26th, 2023, Larry passed away 
peacefully with his beloved by his 
side at the Victorian Community 
Health Centre in Kaslo, BC. He 
was 67 years old when his battle with esophageal cancer ended. 

Born on November 1, 1955, in Kingston, Ontario to Marilyn and Bill 
Moore, Larry grew up with his brothers, Tony and David. He attended 
school in Ignace, Ontario, Calgary, Alberta and Victoria, BC.  

Larry’s energy and enthusiasm seemed boundless.  He lived with an 
air of spontaneity but was steadfast in his belief and values. He was a 
mystic and seeker at heart, inspired by the likes of George Harrison and 
Bruce Lee.  He acknowledged his many teachers, and none touched him 
more profoundly than those who shared their Indigenous wisdom and 
traditions with him.  Fierce in his support of what he knew to be right, 
he did not turn away from telling truth to power. In this, he was a bit of a 
contradiction – while openly and frequently confronting authority, much 
of his truth telling and advocacy was done doggedly and quietly.  To many 
of his friends, he was a true ally and a beacon of hope.    

Larry was an intelligent and creative man who did good work with 
both his hands and his heart. Throughout his life, he was a draftsman, 
painter of high rises, ski school instructor and manager, high end audio 
salesman, trapper, carpenter, acoustic treatment designer and business 
owner.  In mid-life, Larry devoted himself to Restorative Justice, working 
as a facilitator and a prison volunteer with the Alternatives to Violence 
Project and the Native Brotherhood. Larry with his partner Cathie 
Douglas co-founded Heartspeak Productions and produced a number 
of conceptually innovative and groundbreaking videos to promote 
awareness and understanding of Restorative and Aboriginal Justice.  
Larry’s accomplishments were widely recognized.  He received the Ron 
Wiebe Award, a national restorative justice award presented annually 
by the Correctional Service of Canada.  The Simon Fraser University 
Hummingbird Award sponsored by the John Howard Society was 
especially meaningful to him. 

Larry was a skilled craftsman and found joy and solace in building 
a cedar-strip kayak, a couple of paddleboards and a truck canopy.  Larry 
loved and thoroughly enjoyed hanging with his feline best buddies, Little 
One and Big Bear, who have also sadly passed recently. His happiest 
places were on the lake fishing in his kayak and navigating forest trails on 
his e-bike. He never failed to entice others to join in his adventures. In later 
years, Larry was fascinated by the healing power of sound and music and 
spent his days crafting and learning to play a variety of instruments.  In 
true Larry spirit, his enthusiasm and the fruits of his labour were happily 
shared with friends and family.

Larry was predeceased by his father, Bill Moore, and father-in-law 
Bob Douglas.  Larry leaves behind his love and best friend Cathie Douglas, 
his mother Marilyn Moore, brothers Tony (Linda) and David (Isabel), 
mother-in-law Barb Douglas, sister-in-law Laura Douglas, brothers-in-
law David Douglas and Bryan MacMillan, nephews Wils, Andre, Jesse 
(Lynda), Kevin, Douglas (Laura-Lee), Conrad and Nick (Candace), niece 
Melanie, great-nephews Willem and Owen, great-nieces Ashleigh and 
Brianne, and great-great-niece Taylor. 

Larry will be remembered by friends and family on Saturday March 
30th at the Legion Hall in Kaslo from 6-9 pm. The evening promises to 
be filled with music, reminiscence, and stories.  We will celebrate not 
only the man he was but the enduring thoughts and memories of those 
who were fortunate enough to know him.  

Please consider making a donation to the Kaslo Community 
Acupuncture Society in Larry’s memory. Donations can be made by 
e-transfer to kaslocas@gmail.com or deposit to Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union Account 1641612 Masterplan Community Plus, or online by 
searching KCAS at www.CanadaHelps.org.

Lee Doyle    
June 9, 1945- March 4, 

2024
Lee passed away in Minto House 

on March 4, 2024.
Lee was born in Nelson to Harold 

and Barbara Doyle. He married Carol 
Tams in 1980 and after moving 
around a bit, settled in Nakusp. You 
could always find Lee at the coffee 
shop or with his red scooter heaped 
with bags of bottles and cans…his 
favourite pastime was collecting 
bottles.

Lee is survived by his spouse, 
Carol and his three children Kora (Bruce), Dionne (Scott) and Andrew 
(Colleen) and their families. He leaves behind 9 grandchildren and 7 
great-grandchildren.

Leaving to mourn as well his brothers Larry (Dolly) and Lorne (Jackie) 
and his sister Lorna and their families as well as Lorraine’s family.

He was predeceased by his mother and father, his brother-in-law Fred, 
his sister Lorraine and granddaughter Kourtenay.

Many thanks to the staff at Minto House and doctors and nurses for 
their care and a huge thanks to the many friends for the cards, flowers and 
messages of condolences.

We will all miss him and heaven has a lovely addition. We all hope 
they have an abundance of PEPSI and WUERTHER’S candy awaiting 
his arrival.

Love you, Lee!!! 
The Doyle family

by Art Joyce
“Burn it down.” We can be 

thankful that advice wasn’t heeded 
50 years ago when the Langham was 
a shell of its former self as a hotel and 
WWII detention centre for Japanese 
Canadians. Thanks to visionary 
founder Michael Guthrie, a dedicated 
band of volunteers, endless hours of 
labour, donated materials and grants, 
the Langham was transformed into 
the vibrant arts and cultural centre we 

The Langham celebrates its first 50 years with exhibition
love today. This half-century history 
is honoured at a special exhibition, 
‘Here’s to You, Fair Lady,’ at the 
Langham March 10 to May 3.

The exhibit – a set of historical 
panels create by Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society archivist Elizabeth 
Scarlett and former Langham 
executive director Maggie Tchir – 
opened March 8, hosted by Langham 
Cultural Society President Marianne 
Hobden. Tchir was unable to attend 

due to illness.
“What has impressed me is the 

number of people who over the years 
have kept this place alive,” said 
Scarlett. “Not only that, but we were 
impressed with the number of boxes 
tucked away in the depths of the 
building holding information on this 
organization.” 

Hobden read a speech written 
by Tchir, who says that, regretfully, 
this will be her last exhibition for the 

Langham. Tchir said it was a delight 
to work with Scarlett curating the 
materials for the exhibition panels 
and the two became good friends as a 
result. Hobden noted the “hours and 
hours of work” it took Scarlett and 
Tchir to put the exhibition together. 

“I feel strongly the collective ‘we’ 
in these times is in need of places like 
the Langham,” said Tchir. “It’s a place 
that comforts, energizes and unites 
us, celebrating our human creativity.”

Scarlett said in her research she 
discovered that Kaslo’s history of arts 
exhibitions in the Langham building 
actually predates the formation of 
the Langham Cultural Society. A 
local artist and owner of Lakewood 
Inn at Shutty Bench at the time, 
Mr. Allan P. Allsebrook, befriended 
interned Japanese Canadians and 
collaborated with Reverend Shimizu 
to mount an exhibition in June 
1943. The show featured artwork by 
Allsebrook alongside works by Jane 
and Roy Miyashita, announced in The 
New Canadian newspaper as being 
shown “in Rev. Shimuzu’s office 
in the Langham building,” which 
Scarlett described as “probably the 
very room we’re standing in now.” 
The newspaper was published by 
Japanese-Canadians during the years 
1942-49. 

Scarlett joked that while most 
people destroy financial records 
after the statutory period of seven 
years has elapsed, she had to recycle 
many boxes of this material that had 
been faithfully kept. Langham board 
member Rosemary Miles had the 
foresight to transfer the society’s early 
records to the Kootenay Lake Archives 
in 1995, said Scarlett, ensuring ease 
of access to the building’s 50-year 
history as an arts and culture centre. 
Many exhibition and concert posters 
were on display but unfortunately 
early board members didn’t think to 
date these artifacts. Scarlett reminded 
the audience of the importance of 
submitting material to the archives 
complete with names, dates and 
places. She also asked the audience 
to write down their volunteer stints 
and projects. 

She  emphas ized  tha t  the 
Langham’s survival was, according 
to local historian Greg Nesteroff, “an 
improbable outcome” for the building, 
only made possible by the passion, 
hard work and dedication of its 
volunteers. Scarlett and Tchir curated 
a selection of comments from past 
volunteers. In his president’s report 
for 1978, Allan Dobie noted how he’d 
“seen the Langham grow from a small 
group of visionaries to a large, vital 
arts organization. I have been excited, 
bored, praised, cursed, rewarded, 
hated, loved, frustrated and inspired.” 
Donna Nett, in an excerpt from ‘The 
Man Behind the Langham,’ a tribute to 
Michael Guthrie, wrote: “These days, 
every time I step inside the Langham, 
my heart sings a little bit… there is 
always a buzz of creativity.” A poem 
from performer and volunteer Lynn 
van Deursen reads, in part: “and even 
though our leaders / don’t fund the 
arts in schools / we do pretty well in 
this small town / with our dedicated 
team of fools…” Guthrie himself 
wrote: “Ideas are like doorways of 
opportunity. If we don’t open the 
door and walk through, we’ll never 
reach the other side. Thanks to all who 
walked through the Langham Cultural 
Society’s door of opportunity.”  

“We don’t come here just to find 
the past,” concluded Scarlett. “If we 
do that we’re toast; we need to learn 
from the past. It’s the soul of this place 
people are attracted to.”

Kootenay Lake Historical Society archivist Elizabeth Scarlett did extensive research to help 
create display panels celebrating the Langham’s 50-year history.

PH
OT

O 
CR

ED
IT:

 A
RT

 JO
YC

E

This photo montage from the Langham’s original restoration reveals the hard work that went 
into saving the ‘Fair Lady.’
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submitted
After  two years  o f 

supporting local seniors’ 
well-being and happiness, 
the Creative Connections 
program at Arrow and Slocan 
Lakes Community Services 
will be paused, pending 
further funding, at the end of 
March.

Program Coordinator 
Murray Peglar highlighted the 
challenges with limited-term 
funding for so many ASLCS 
supports and programs. 
“Consistent  community 
support is key; when you 
need it is not when you want 
to notice it’s not there.” 

The first year of the 
program involved a steep 
learning curve, and perhaps 
most challenging, gaining 
trust and connection with 
local seniors. The Creative 
Connections team, including 
Lisa Dery and Kate Grout, 
did a great job of meeting 
with locals to find their urgent 
needs, as well as maintain 
social connections, and have 
teed up fantastic offerings 
in the last several months 
of the program. Friday info 
sessions have been on topics 
such as fall prevention, online 
safety, phone plan savings, 
and a veritable ‘who’s who’ of 
local seniors supports. Friday, 
March 22 (10 am-12) brings 
the last of these sessions, 
where we will connect with 
CRA tax professionals to make 
sure everyone’s getting the 
right tax information.

Tech and Gadget Help, 
where seniors can bring their 
phones, tablets, computers and 
other devices with specific 
questions, has also been a 
popular support, and will be 
offered once more, on March 
27 (12:30-2:30 pm). Social 
connection online is a key 
way to not only contact loved 
ones, but also keep abreast of 
what’s happening in the area. 
These sessions help seniors to 
get the most out of electronic 
devices while not getting 
lost in unnecessary jargon. 
The personalized help is key 
to making sure seniors can 
connect when they want, and 
feel safe doing so.

With this in mind, many 
are pointed to the ASLCS 
events calendar (aslcs.com/
calendar). The good news 
is that this, and many other 
C r e a t i v e  C o n n e c t i o n s 
innovations, will continue to 
be offered through ASLCS. 

“The calendar was the 
first thing we did, because as 
a newcomer, it was really hard 
to know what was happening 
around town. We wanted to 
put on events, but not overlap 
with others, which splits our 
audience and resources,” 
Peglar continued, “but now 
with this calendar in place, 

Creative Connections program at ASLCS draws to a close
we can work together to let 
everyone know all the great 
things happening in our area.” 

As wi th  many  new 
initiatives, the calendar took 
a while to gain traction but 
now has several regular 
contributors. In addition to 
the online calendar, seniors-
focused events have been 
published on a printed calendar, 
delivered to businesses and 
seniors’ centres around town 
by the Creative Connections 
team. This will hopefully be 
continued by volunteers.

Volunteerism has been 
another key focus of Creative 
Connections, and a roster of 
about 40 people, including 
their specific interests and 

abilities, is available. To 
volunteer, or find a volunteer, 
click the big red ‘Help’ button 
at ASLCS.com, where you’ll 
also find links to urgent and 
long-term financial, housing, 
health, and other help. The 
program has also been 
supporting the ETSI-funded 
expanded use of the ASLCS 
Bus, which has added Trail 
and Revelstoke runs to its 
existing Wednesday routes to 
the Okanagan. Local pickups 
for shopping in Nakusp 
are available the first three 
Thursdays of the month, with 
the last Thursday bringing 
folks in from Edgewood and 
all points between to shop in 
Nakusp. Keep an eye out for 

one-off events on the bus as 
well, including bus rides to the 
Hot Springs’ Full Moon Dips, 
Burton music events, and a 
special Edgewood Advanced 
Care Planning lunch and info 
session on March 21. Call 
250-265-3674 to book your 
spot, and click on aslcs.com/
calendar to see upcoming 
events!

With so many ideas and 

supports incubated by Creative 
Connections, its legacy will 
continue, and the team also 
hopes new funding will create 
even more connections. 
Creative Connections was 
funded by the Columbia 
Basin Trust, but is only one 
of over 30 programs offered 
at ASLCS through many 
different funding sources, 
from government to private 

individual donors. Peglar 
is committed to supporting 
the work even after the job 
ends, and will continue to 
support National Day of Truth 
and Reconciliation events 
and the Harvest ’n Heritage 
Fair (September 21). He will 
also continue to work with 
ASLCS Community Works 
participants on some exciting 
new directions. 
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by Jan McMurray
Kaslo resident Colleen Tilly 

won four medals – three golds and 
one silver – at the World Transplant 
Games in Bormio, Italy earlier this 
month.

“I was the fastest woman out of 
all age categories in most of the alpine 
events!” said the 64-year-old Kaslo 
resident. “I’m so happy I participated. 
It’s a wonderful way to give back to 
the Canadian Transplant Association 
and the doctors who do transplants. 
It’s all about appreciating a second 
chance at life.”

The World Transplant Games are 
for organ donors and recipients. They 
are held to raise public awareness 
about the physical success of 
transplant surgery and the need to 
increase organ donation.

Colleen had a liver transplant four 
and a half years ago at Vancouver 
General Hospital, after being ill for 
six months or so and spending a lot 
of time at Kootenay Lake Hospital 
in Nelson.

Kaslo resident wins four medals at World Transplant Games
“If you are a recipient or a donor, 

you can sign up for these games. 
You don’t have to be a top athlete. 
Participation in sports is good for a 
good recovery, a healthy lifestyle,” 
Colleen explained.

Colleen competed in all four 
alpine skiing events, as well as 
curling. She loves skiing, having 
grown up in Kelowna skiing Big 
White. She was a Nancy Greene racer 
as a kid.

“I’ve been a skier all my life, 
but curling – not so much. But only 
three Canadians had signed up for 
the curling team and they needed a 
fourth.”

So Colleen agreed to be the 
fourth on the curling team and started 
attending ladies’ night at Kaslo’s 
curling rink. She says she got some 
good pointers from Kaslo coaches 
Tammy and Brian.

Colleen was happy to report 
that the Canadian curling team did 
quite well at the games, coming in 
fourth out of 10 teams. They won 

their first game against Poland, then 
lost to the Americans, then tied with 
Switzerland and lost to them in a 
sudden death end.

Her performance in the alpine 
events was stellar – she won a medal 
in each event. The first day, she won 
silver in the giant slalom. The next 
three days, she won gold medals in 

slalom, parallel slalom and super 
giant slalom.

“They hold these every two years, 
and the next one is in Switzerland, so 
I’m getting pumped up and thinking 
about doing some fundraising,” she 
said.

The last World Transplant Winter 
Games were held in Banff in 2019 

(COVID upset the every-other-year 
schedule) and Colleen attended as a 
volunteer start referee for the alpine 
events. “I was only nine months into 
my transplant at the time, so I wasn’t 
able to participate. But it was the first 
time I went skiing after my transplant 
and it was very exciting to get up and 
get skiing again.”

Colleen said she had a great 
time at the games. “There was a real 
camaraderie among everyone who 
had had a transplant – we all made 
many friends.”

Colleen thanks her husband, 
Glenn for all his support.

To register to be an organ donor, 
visit transplant.bc.ca or call 604-
877-2147 or 1-800-663-6189. Many 
provinces give you the option to 
become a donor when you apply for 
or renew a driver’s licence, but BC is 
not one of them. You can, however, 
pick up a registration form from any 
ICBC office.Kaslo resident Colleen Tilley on the podium at the World Transplant Games.

This home at 4th Street and 10th Avenue in Nakusp was destroyed in a fire on March 4 in the morning. There were no injuries. All five family 
members are fine, reports Fire Chief Terry Warren. He couldn’t share any other details, as the fire is under investigation.

submitted
West Kootenay photographer 

Jesse Schpakowski was recently 
d iagnosed  wi th  a  p i tu i t a ry 
macroadenoma brain tumour, and 
a silent auction fundraiser for him 
is underway. Three of Jesse’s local 
images have been printed and framed 
by Joerg Becker and are up for 
auction. Retired park ranger Bob 
Fuhrer handcrafted the 12” x 18” 
picture frames from a birch tree 
harvested in New Denver.

The photographs are on display 
at Joerg Becker’s newly opened 
‘Gallery 303’ on Main Street in 
New Denver. Gallery hours are 
Wednesday to Saturday, from 10:30 
am to 4 pm. You can place a bid at 
the gallery or by calling or emailing 
Isy Schumann at 250-358-2873, 
isyschumann@gmail.com. The 
minimum bid for each item is $100. 
Bids are secret – no bidder will know 
how much other participants have 
bid. The auction ends on Thursday, 
April 4 at 6 pm.

“It saddens me to announce that 
I’ve had to put my camera down 
after mysteriously losing some of 
my vision recently. My tumour has 
reached a size where my ability 
to function normally is severely 
compromised. Thank you for all the 
love and support over the past few 

Silent auction fundraiser for Jesse Schpakowski

Three of Jesse Schpakowski’s photographs are up for auction as a fundraiser. The local photographer 
has been diagnosed with a brain tumour that is affecting his vision and ability to function.
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months while I struggled to figure out 
exactly what was wrong with me. I 
assumed some of my symptoms were 
due to an emergency dental surgery 
to remove a cyst from my jaw in 

October. It’s all been so difficult and 
confusing,” Jesse said.

There is also a GoFundMe 
c a m p a i g n :  h t t p s : / / g o f u n d .
me/2ba89bcf
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The annual 3-on-3 hockey event at Nakusp Arena took place earlier this month, March 9 and 10. The Slocan Seagulls won the championship, 
defeating the defending champions Nakusp Mother Struckers when Curtis Gedig scored the winning goal in overtime in the final game. The 

Seagulls went undefeated in the event. Here, Slocan Seagulls team captain Ben Starbuck receives the championship trophy from event organizer 
and Nakusp Mother Strucker Zac Wethal.

submitted
BC Hydro’s clean-up of the 

Arrow Lakes Reservoir is scheduled 
to conclude on Friday, March 22.

“To date, our crews have removed 
over 11,974 kilograms (26,400 
pounds) of metal and 9,661 kilograms 
(21,300 pounds) of other materials 
from the shorelines of Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir,” reported Mary Anne 
Coules of BC Hydro on March 15. 
“Work was originally planned for a 
three-week period but has now been 
extended by an additional week and 
will wrap up on Friday, March 22.”

A barge crew and a ground crew 
have been working since February 
22 on removing some of the 1,300 
structures and materials that were 
exposed along the shores of the 
reservoir during the prolonged low-

BC Hydro crews worked February 22-March 22 to remove old building foundations, rusted 
metal, broken glass and garbage from the shores of the Arrow Lake Reservoir.

Arrow Lakes clean-up wraps up
water period (fall/winter). Items 
inventoried and assessed for removal 
include old building foundations, 
rusted metal, broken glass, and recent 
garbage. Coules said efforts are 
being concentrated in high-use areas 
that are easily accessible, including 
Nakusp, Burton, Edgewood, Renata, 
Brooklyn, Deer Park, Shields, 
Broadwater Road in Robson, and 
Arrow Park. The structures and 
materials were assessed based on 
environmental considerations, 
archaeological and heritage values, 
accessibility, and public safety 
concerns, she said.

“We’d like to thank everyone 
who sent in reports of these structures 
and materials last year,” Coules said. 
“This feedback has helped to guide 
our response.”
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It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

IS YOUR PET’S IDENTIFICATION 
UP-TO-DATE?

·	 Tattoo
·	 Microchip
·	 Visible collar and tag

95% of lost pets with visible ID are reunited 
with their families.  Nobody plans to lose a pet.
Keep your Pet ID up-to-date.  For more 
information, phone PALS at 250-265-3792.

THE ARROW LAKES

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Councillors Tina Knooihuizen 
and Dolly Edwards will sit on a new 
committee focused on engaging 
with the public to improve usage 
of the Nakusp & District Sports 
Complex. Councillor Knooihuizen 
brought the motion to council, after 
having countless conversations with 
stakeholders and citizens. 

“The arena stands as one of the 
most substantial investments made 
from the hard-earned tax dollars 
of the community and is likely 
to remain so,” wrote Councillor 
Knooihuizen in a report included in 
the agenda. 

Staff will work with Councillor 
Knooihuizen to draft terms of 
reference for the committee, to be 
brought back to council for approval. 
The terms will include how many 
people will sit on the committee, 
along with other guidelines and 
goals. 

“In my opinion, usage is lower 
than desired… I have held the belief 
that the arena could be approached as 
a business investment. If a business 
fails to attracts clients, a thorough 
examination of the reasons behind 
this failure becomes necessary,” 
wrote Councillor Knooihuizen. 

The committee’s purpose is 
discussion and inquiry; any action 
decisions must come to council first. 
Meetings will be open to the public.

The complex is home to an arena, 
a four-sheet curling rink, indoor 
squash courts, and an auditorium 
with concession facilities.
Public property bylaw

Council gave first, second, and 
third reading to a new version of 
the Use of Public Property Bylaw. 
Council discussed the bylaw at its 
February 12 Committee of the Whole 
(COTW) meeting. Items of note from 
the COTW discussion are reflected in 
the new bylaw. 

Concerning the use of Village 
sidewalks, staff has removed 

Nakusp council, March 11: Committee formed to revive the sports complex
limitations to the number of tables, 
chairs, or display racks that a business 
can put on the sidewalk. Businesses 
must leave a width of 1.8 metres 
between curb and building for the 
‘free passage’ of pedestrians. There 
are no longer provisions prohibiting 
words or messages written or 
projected onto the sidewalk, but the 
bylaw now requires that all items, 
signs, and messages must be in a 
state of good repair, and not contain 
obscene content. 

A business can have a maximum 
of two sandwich-board signs that 
cannot exceed 52.2 inches high 
and 36 inches wide: one placed 
on Broadway Street, and one on a 
Village boulevard. 

As for food trucks, the specific 
number of food trucks operating per 
season was removed. In the previous 
bylaw, only three trucks could operate 
at one time, at select locations: two 
at the public beach, and one at the 
hot springs. Now, food trucks can 
operate anywhere within municipal 
boundaries, excluding: Highway 23 
N, Highway 6 S, Highway 6 W, 1st 
Street from Nelson Avenue to 6th 
Avenue, 6th Avenue NW to Highway 
23 N, Broadway Street from Nelson 
Avenue to 6th Avenue, 1st Avenue 
SW to 6th Avenue SW, Nelson 
Avenue from Broadway Street to 
Government Hill, Government Hill 
to Highway 6 S, and Churchill Road.

Businesses on Broadway Street 
and avenues in the C1 and LD1 zones 
are now permitted to have seasonal 
patio expansions on Broadway 
Street. This is limited to eating 
establishments. In the previous 
bylaw, businesses could only have 
a seasonal patio on a street adjacent 
to the business that is not Broadway. 
Expanding the parameters will 
enable more businesses to have 
seasonal patios. Though this might 
reduce parking along Broadway, 
it could potentially create a traffic 
calming effect. 

A person, business, or not-for-
profit can have free use of park 
areas when hosting a free event or 
program that benefits the community. 
To prevent double booking, a rental 
agreement is still required, along 
with a refundable damage deposit. 

All businesses using public 
property must provide third-party 
liability insurance that includes 
the Village as an additional insured. 
This is to protect taxpayers and the 
Village from potential liability i.e. 
injuries from items placed on Village 
sidewalks. Administration intends 
to collect waivers from businesses, 
indicating that the Village is included 
in the insurance. 
COVID-19 Safe Restart 
grant

Council approved the use 
of $68,631 from the COVID-19 
Safe Restart Grant for eligible 
expenditures from 2023. 

$13,823 from the grant will 
go towards revenue shortages 
for the auditorium, curling rink, 
and parks. $38,814 will help with 
operating costs for Arena/Parks, the 
Emergency Services Building, and 
miscellaneous (staffing, supplies). 

$15,994 will pay for a computer 
server upgrade.

The Village received $692,000 
from the grant, which can be used 
for specific expenditures. Along 
with addressing revenue shortages, 
facility reopening and operating 
costs, and electronic technology 
costs, the grant can also be used for 
bylaw enforcement and protective 
services, emergency planning and 
response costs, and services for 
vulnerable persons.

At the start of 2023, the Village 
had $396,546 remaining in the fund. 
After paying for these costs, there 
will be $327,915 remaining. $75,000 
is budgeted for eligible expenditures 
in 2024.
Community 
Development grants

Council tabled the adjudication 
of Community Development 
Program (CDP) grant applications 
until the next available meeting 
so that applicants can provide 
presentations to council.

Council also passed a motion 

for staff to revise the CDP policy, 
adopted in April 2023, to allow 
applicants to provide a presentation 
and supplemental materials to 
support their applications.

The CDP policy stipulates that 
only $25,000 should be disbursed 
from the fund each year and that 
requests should not be more than 
$10,000. However, council can 
approve larger amounts if it deems 
a project of strategic importance to 
the community.

There are two intakes per year for 
applications (March and September). 
If council were to approve all 
applications submitted for this first 
intake this year, there would only 
be about $5,000 left for the second 
intake.

Funds for the CDP grant come 
from the RDCK, which receives 
payment in lieu of taxes (PILT) from 
BC Hydro. The RDCK distributes the 
PILT funds to member municipalities 
and electoral areas. Applications 
for the grant are submitted to the 
RDCK, which then forwards them 

to the Village. 
For this intake, there are 

applications from Arrow Lakes 
Search and Rescue, Nakusp Mixed 
Slow Pitch Society, the Arrow Lakes 
Caribou Society, and the Arrow 
Lakes Fine Arts Guild Society. 
Farmers’ Market 
coupons

Staff will send a letter of 
gratitude to Honourable Adrian 
Dix, BC Minister of Health, for the 
ongoing support of the BC Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program. The 
program is funded by the Province 
and allows lower-income residents 
to use coupons to purchase fresh 
produce, meat, eggs, cheese, fish, and 
herbs from local farmers’ markets. 

In 2023, local residents redeemed 
$10,566 at the Nakusp Farmers 
Market. Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services (ASLCS) 
distributed the coupons. Along with 
better access to local, fresh food, 
the program also connects residents 
to the community and benefits local 
farmers with additional income.

by Jan McMurray
The dream of having a youth 

centre back on the Green Door 
property in Nakusp is a little closer 
to reality. The Nakusp and Area 
Youth Society has finally raised 
enough money for the next step, an 
environmental assessment, expected 
to be done this spring.

“We’re pretty excited now that 
we have the money for his next 
phase,” said Carlee Hughes, NAYS 
president. “We feel like it’s full steam 
ahead now.”

NAYS owns the Green Door 
property and operated a youth centre 
there until it was badly damaged in a 
2006 fire (and demolished in 2015). 
Since then, the youth centre has 
been operating out of the Kinship 
Connection Centre. There have been 
many different ideas for the Green 
Door land and the youth centre but 
nothing has come together until now.

“Last November, we found out 
we got the grant that our fabulous 
coordinator, Skye Cunningham, 
applied for from the Vancouver 
Foundation for $50,000 per year for 
three years, so that has been a huge 
turning point for us,” Hughes said. 
“With that grant and the ReDi and 

New youth centre for Nakusp: one step at a time
community development grants and 
the masquerade ball fundraiser two 
years ago, we finally have enough 
to proceed with the environmental 
assessment.”

The assessment is necessary 
because the historic Green Door 
Restaurant and Bowling Alley, owned 
by Carlee’s grandparents, had a gas 
pump, as well.

“My grandfather owned that 
land and he built the Green Door 
and bowling alley. That’s where all 
the young people spent their time. 
Now, 70 years later, I’m trying to do 
a similar thing on the same land!”

The environmental assessment 
will cost $70,000. “We’re really 
hopeful there won’t be anything found 
because gas evaporates so quickly and 
it’s been so long. If there is, that’s a 
whole other ball of wax – we’d have 
to get the soil dug up and removed. 
So we’re crossing our fingers on that.”

If the environmental assessment 
goes smoothly, the next stage would 
involve the plans for the building, 
Hughes said. The local school district 
gave the society a portable, and the 
idea is to dig a full basement for the 
portable. The basement would be used 
for office and storage space.

Hughes said an engineer’s report 
on the portable showed it is sound 
– only one undersized beam would 
have to be replaced. “It has hookups 
for the kitchen and an accessible 
bathroom. The portable gives us a 
huge jumpstart on a youth centre on 
that land.”

A group of volunteers moved the 
portable from Nakusp Elementary 
School to the Green Door property 
in August 2022. “It was pretty 
heartwarming to see everyone show 
up and get it done,” Hughes said. 
“I know we have some unhappy 
neighbours who think it’s an eyesore, 
but we’re just trying to look at the 
future and the long-term benefit this 
will bring to the community.”

The society has had to pay 
property tax on the land all these 
years, which has been a struggle. 
Hughes says the Columbia Basin 
Trust provides all youth networks in 
the Basin with funding every year, 
but most of it is strictly for youth 
programming. It cannot be used for 
the capital costs of establishing the 
new centre.

“One step at a time – but at least 
it feels like we’re out of the starting 
gate.”

A historic photo of the Green Door Café, with the gas pump on the left.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Representatives from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay presented 
the RDCK budget to residents of Nakusp 
and Area K on March 4. About 20 people 
attended in person, with more online.  

Yev Malloff, chief financial officer 
of the RDCK, led the presentation, while 
Area K Director Teresa Weatherhead 
chaired the meeting. Aidan McLaren-
Caux, RDCK director for Nakusp, was 
also there to facilitate questions. 

CFO Malloff opened the evening 
by explaining that the budget is still 
in its draft form. The final plan will 
be presented to the RDCK’s board of 
directors at its March 21 meeting. The 
numbers presented were for discussion 
purposes only. 

The RDCK projects an overall 
tax increase of about 9.3% for 2024 
compared to last year, about $42.3 
million. This is due to inflation, high 
interest rates pressuring borrowing costs, 
and a cost-of-living increase on RDCK 
staff salaries and director stipends.  

There are 186 services for 11 
electoral areas and nine municipalities 
in the region, said Malloff. Each service 
has its own budget, and residents only 
pay for services that their community 
participates in. Most residents participate 
in about 10 to 20 services.
The breakdown

Area K will be paying 2.39% more 
in RDCK taxes this year, and Nakusp 
will see a 1.1% increase. 

Based on a $250,000 property 
assessment, here’s what the numbers 
look like.

Nakusp residents will pay $360.29 
per $250,000 of assessed property value, 
buying into 16 services.

Arena: $136.55; Transit: $34.63; 
Library: $34.32; General Admin: 
$27.92; Refuse: $27.57; Animal 
Control: $18.82; Emergency Planning: 
$17.00; Building Inspection: $16.29; 
Emergency Communications 911: $9.00; 
Arrow Lakes Historical Archive: $7.38; 
Cemetery: $6.83; Nakusp Museum: 
$6.15; Rec Commission: $5.86; Search 
and Rescue: $4.82; GIS: $4.25; Summit 
Lake Ski Hill: $2.92.

Defined Area K residents within 
Nakusp’s fire services will pay $446.77 
per $250,000 of assessed property value. 
They are provided with 20 services. 

Arena: $136.55; Fire: $92.69; 
Rural Admin: $36.61; General 
Admin: $27.92; Library: $27.68; 
Refuse: $18.83; Planning and Land 
Use: $18.35; Emergency Planning: 
$17.00; Building Inspection: $16.29; 
Emergency Communications 911: $9.00; 
Transit: $7.66; Arrow Lakes Historical 
Archive: $7.38; Museum: $6.15; Rec 
Commission: $5.86; Search and Rescue: 
$4.82; Community Sustainability: $4.26; 
GIS: $4.25; Summit Lake Ski Hill: 
$2.92; Discretionary Grants: $1.51; 
EDC: $1.07.

Edgewood residents receive 18 
services, and will pay $271.74 per 
$250,000 of assessed property value.

Street Lighting: $66.62; Rural 
Admin: $36.61; General Admin: 
$27.92; Fire Brigade: $19.01; Refuse: 
$18.83; Planning and Land Use: $18.35; 
Emergency Planning: $17.00; Building 
Inspection: $16.29; Legion Hall: $9.78; 
Emergency Communications 911: 

RDCK budget meeting held for Nakusp and Area K residents
$9.00; Transit: $7.66; Rec Commission: 
$5.86; Search and Rescue: $4.82; 
Community Sustainability: $4.26; GIS: 
$4.25; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.92; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.51; EDC: 
$1.07.

Residents of Fauquier are provided 
with 17 services. They will pay $288.61 
per $250,000 of assessed property value.

Fire Brigade: $65.45; Fauquier Hall: 
$46.83; Rural Admin: $36.61; General 
Admin: $27.92; Refuse: $18.83; Planning 
and Land Use: $18.35; Emergency 
Planning: $17.00; Building Inspection: 
$16.29; Emergency Communications 
911: $9.00; Transit: $7.66; Rec 
Commission: $5.86; Search and Rescue: 
$4.82; Community Sustainability: $4.26; 

GIS: $4.25; Summit Lake Ski Hill: 
$2.92; Discretionary Grants: $1.51; 
EDC: $1.07.

Burton residents will pay $210.62 
per $250,000 of assessed property value, 
and will receive 14 services.

Rural Admin: $36.61; Burton 
Hall: $34.29; General Admin: $27.92; 
Refuse: $18.83; Planning and Land Use: 

$18.35; Building Inspection: $16.29; 
Emergency Communications 911: 
$9.00; Transit: $7.66; Rec Commission: 
$5.86; Search and Rescue: $4.82; 
Community Sustainability: $4.26; GIS: 
$4.25; Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.92; 
Discretionary Grants: $1.51.

CFO Malloff reminded attendees 
that these are RDCK taxes only.
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Straw Bales $14.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

— Bird food & feeders —

Manures, top soil, 
seedling mix

Fencing, posts, gates, 
corral panels. Kootenay’s 

largest supplier.

Clothing & socks

Wheelbarrows, 
rakes, shovels

Save 40% off 3 pack water 
filters,  reg $16.49, now $9.87 

Limits Apply

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles
Mumm’s sprouting 
seeds for nutritious 

winter greens

Drywall & mud, insulation
Seedling starter trays, 

soil, domes, seeds 

Sloggers rubber boots 
& garden shoes  

Muddy season is here.
New Shipment of 
fencing & posts

by Jan McMurray
Counci l  over turned 

its decision to support a 
resolution calling for the 
expansion of the ‘speculation 
and vacancy tax’ to Kootenay 
Boundary communities. 
Council had decided to 
support the resolution at 

New Denver council, March 12: Speculation and vacancy tax resolution overturned
the February 13 council 
meeting, with Councillors 
Danika Hammond, Casey 
Law and John Fyke voting in 
favour and Mayor Leonard 
Casley and Councillor Colin 
Moss voting opposed. Mayor 
Casley brought the resolution 
back to this meeting, and 

Councillor John Fyke ‘crossed 
the floor’ and joined Casley 
and Moss in opposing the 
resolution. Hence, the motion 
failed in a 3-2 vote and New 
Denver will not be taking the 
resolution to the Association 
of Kootenay Boundary Local 
Governments. 

Mayor Leonard Casley 
said he brought the resolution 
back to the table “because 
I’m opposed to this. It’s that 
simple,” he said.

Councillor Colin Moss 
reiterated the reasons he was 
opposed. He said the tax 
was designed for absentee 
foreign owners in bigger 
centres. He also pointed out 
that this is a divisive issue 
in New Denver. “This will 
divide our community. Many 
absentee owners consider 
themselves residents,” he 
said, and asserted that in 
small communities like ours, 
“it’s good-paying jobs that fill 
houses.”

C o u n c i l l o r  D a n i k a 
Hammond pointed out that 
there are a lot of job vacancies 
at the school and health centre, 
and a need for many more 
businesses in the community 
“but none of the people who 
want these jobs can find 
housing.” She said seasonal 
homes drive property values 

up, and seasonal residents 
don’t contribute the way full-
time residents do. “I find it 
very sad when a family has 
to live in an RV, freezing, 
in the winter… Building an 
economy around maintaining 
vacant homes seems almost 
comical to me. We have to use 
a multi-pronged approach [to 
address the housing crisis].”

Hammond also pointed 
out that more people may 
be looking to buy seasonal 
homes here, to avoid the 
tax. The tax is in effect in 
the Lower Mainland and the 
Okanagan, so it puts pressure 
on communities like ours, 
she said.

Councillor John Fyke said 
his research shows the tax is 
not very effective at freeing 
up units for rentals, or for 
raising money for new units. 
He said he doubted if the tax 
would incentivize people to 
rent out their homes. “It’s not 
going to be a major driver 
for affordability or increased 
rentals,” he said.

Mayor Len Casley said 
seasonal homeowners don’t 
get the homeowner grant so 
they pay full property taxes, 
and they pay the Village for 
water and garbage for the full 
year. He said many of them 
end up retiring here. “These 
people are already being taxed 
extra and won’t be part of the 
community if we continue to 
isolate them and tax them,” 
he said. He feels the tax has 
value only in larger centres. 
“We have made available 
10 units [at the Osprey] and 
we have the land for another 
six… If council wants to 
focus on housing, we have 
to finish [the environmental 
assessments at the property 
at] Denver Siding,” he said.

Woven art for Knox 
Hall

A beautiful woven art 
piece by renowned local 
weaver Katharine Dickerson 
will soon be hanging at Knox 
Hall above the projector. 
Dickerson offered to donate 
the piece, and council was 
honoured to accept. Her 
inspiration for the weaving 
was “the colours of the Slocan 
in autumn,” she said, and 
is titled ‘Slocan Autumn.’ 
The large piece will absorb 
sound and help improve the 
acoustics at the hall.
Laneway purchases

A resident wishing to 
purchase a lane adjacent to his 
property at 1113 Union Street 
will have to hire a real estate 
appraiser to appraise the land, 
and the appraised value will 
be the purchase price.

Councillors agreed it 
was very important to be 
consistent and clear about 
the way they set the purchase 
price for laneways in New 
Denver. At the February 13 
council meeting, council 
decided on this method for 
the owners of New Market 
Foods, who wish to purchase 
the portion of laneway north 
of the store.

Mayor Casley explained 
that by law, the Village has 
to use any money it receives 
from selling land towards 
purchasing more land for the 
Village.
Sustainability 
Committee review

Council will discuss 
the role and function of the 
Sustainability Advisory 
Committee at a Committee 
of the Whole meeting.

“With the resignation 
of three members of the 
committee, it is a good time 

to re-evaluate the purpose 
of the committee and review 
the terms of reference,” CAO 
Lisa Scott says in a report to 
council.

David Everest and Daniel 
Hellyer recently resigned 
from the Sustainability 
Committee, and Ruby Zoll 
resigned a month or so ago.
Community events

The 30th anniversary 
of the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre celebrations 
are being planned for June 
22-23. Village Community 
Services Manager Kate James 
provided council with a report 
on this and other events and 
projects she is working on. 

The Trans Rockies Single 
Track event is starting and 
finishing in Centennial Park 
on July 15, and includes 
Butter Trail in Rosebery. 
This event is hosted by 
North Slocan Trails Society. 
The grand opening of the 
All Wheels Skills Park is 
expected to happen in June. 
The Slocan Lake Arts Council 
plans to return to Centennial 
Park for the Summer Sunset 
Concert Series.

MOUs and leases with 
the various societies that 
manage Village facilities are 
being reviewed, and a resident 
guide to Village services and 
amenities is being developed.
Sandon support

The Sandon Historical 
Society plans to create a 
new permanent exhibit 
on  Japanese-Canad ian 
internment in Sandon during 
WWII. Council agreed to 
provide the society with 
a letter of support for the 
project. 
Rec 6 update

Councillor Law reported 
on the March Recreation 
Commission 6 meeting. He 
was re-elected chair. A process 
for third-party rentals of the 
New Denver gym for non-
profit and commercial use 
will be developed by staff and 
brought forward to a future 
meeting. The budget was 
discussed. There will be no 
increase in the tax requisition 
for Rec Commission 6. There 
is a surplus of $9,539, which 
will be set aside in a reserve 
fund that could be used to 
offset tax increases in future 
years. The commission’s next 
meeting is scheduled for May 
30 at 7 pm.

Law also reported on the 
Rosebery Trails & Parklands 
Commission. Hank Hastings 
was elected chair.  The 
cable car doors have been 
repaired. The Ministry of 
Forests has reached out to 
RDCK about access to Idaho 
Peak, including access via 
Three Forks. “This is all very 
preliminary,” he said.
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SERVING THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY AND 
KOOTENAY REGION

• Tractors/agricultural equipment
• Construction equipment, light duty trucks 
   and trailers
• Welding and minor fabrication work
• Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!

Pre owned ATVs
-2017 Grizzly 700 SE $10,500
-2007 Kodiak 450 $4995
Pre-owned Boat packages
1. 2023 - 14’ MIRROR CRAFT (WITH FLOOR), 
20 TOHATSU ELECTRIC START-POWER LIFT, 
KARAVAN TRAILER, GARMIN GPS FISHFINDER, 
ROD HOLDERS, DOWNRIGGER, OVERALL 
COVER & SWIVEL SEATS $14,899
2. 2013 - 13’ SMOKER CRAFT ALASKAN, 2021 
MERCURY 9.9, KARAVAN TRAILER, MINN KOTA 
ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTOR, VINYL FLOOR, 
SWIVEL SEATS & STORAGE COVER $11,995

250-353-2550
www.jonesboysboats. com

by Jan McMurray
Next  year ’s  enrolment  is 

projected at 4,702, a decline of about 
70 students.

Secretary-Treasurer Cathy 
MacArthur explained that projected 
enrolments are due in to the Ministry 
of Education every year on February 
15 so the ministry can make funding 
estimates, but that final funding 
is based on actual enrolment in 
September.

“The actual enrolment will change 
in September,” she said. “This is just 
a preliminary look.”

MacArthur said this preliminary 
projected enrolment decline would 
mean a reduction in ministry funding 
for the district of $603,684. She said 

School District 8, March 12: Preliminary enrolment projections show a decline
most of the decline is coming from 
regular K-12 classrooms, rather than 
from alternate schools and online 
learning.

The ministry was to announce 
funding rates per student, per special 
needs student, etc. on Friday, March 
15, she said.
Brent Kennedy water 
woes continue

The district is still working on the 
Brent Kennedy Elementary School’s 
drinking water issue. Director Chris 
Kerr, in his quarterly report on capital 
projects, said the district submitted 
a report to Interior Health and has 
received a response. SD 8 “continues 
to follow the testing protocols and 
service required for the system as we 

work towards the lifting of the do not 
drink order,” he said.

As if the school’s prolonged water 
woes weren’t enough, the septic field 
recently failed. A new field, additional 
tanks, and new pumps and controls 
are being installed as we speak, Kerr 
reported.

Brent Kennedy’s music portable 
is beyond its useful life and will be 
removed, and construction of the new 
bus office/storage building is expected 
to begin in early July.

Mt. Sentinel’s HVAC upgrade and 
boiler replacement, phase two, has 
been completed. A funding request 
for the final project phase has been 
submitted to the ministry.

WE Graham had a new wheelchair 

lift installed.
Inclusive and caring 
learning

“SD 8 is committed to inclusive 
and caring learning environments 
where all learners are meaningfully 
included and embraced as part of the 
school’s learning community,” states 
Superintendent Trish Smillie in a 
report to the board of education.

This same statement is made in 
the ‘Caring and Inclusive Learning 
Communities Continuous Learning 
Report 2023-24,’ presented to the 
board by Assistant Superintendent 
Dianna Holitzki. The report describes 
the school district’s strategies to ensure 
inclusive learning at all schools, and 
includes the results of student surveys 
asking 50 questions, such as if they 
feel welcome and safe at their school. 
Accessibility Plan update

A n  u p d a t e  o n  S D  8 ’ s 
Accessibility Plan was provided by 
the superintendent. The provincial 
government requires all school 
districts to establish an accessibility 
committee, create an accessibility plan 
and provide a tool to receive feedback 
on accessibility. In spring 2023, a 
Working Group, made up of staff 
and students, assessed the physical 

accessibility of schools and gathered 
information from principals. Research 
was done on best practices and a review 
of administrative procedures was done 
through the lens of accessibility. The 
draft accessibility plan was published 
in July 2023, along with a feedback 
tool. Next steps include forming an 
Accessibility Advisory Committee 
that will review the draft plan, 
feedback and information gathered by 
the Working Group to provide advice 
in developing the final plan.
Trustee remuneration

Trustees will get a 3.399% raise 
on July 1 this year, based on the BC 
Consumer Price Index, as per policy.

“Trustee remuneration rates based 
on the British Columbia Consumer 
Price Index allow for the annual 
adjustments to keep pace with 
inflation without exceeding it. Such 
an adjustment recognizes the ongoing 
work done by the trustees in a fair 
and objective manner,” Secretary-
Treasurer Cathy MacArthur says in 
her written report.

The chair will be paid $24,444 
(up from $23,640), the vice-chair will 
receive $22,137 (up from $21,409) 
and trustees will get $21,177 (up from 
$20,481).

submitted 
It’s one of humanity’s oldest arts, 

yet it’s seldom seen in popular culture 
these days. It has given us some of 
the greatest works of literature, 
from ancient Mesopotamia through 
Shakespeare to the present. What is 
it? Poetry! If you like popular music, 
you’re listening to a form of poetry 
in song lyrics every day. Join Sean 
Arthur Joyce – author of seven books 
of poetry – for a special workshop on 
the craft to be held at the Langham in 
Kaslo, April 20 from 10 am to 4 pm. 

Joyce offers one-day workshop in poetic craft
In this one-day workshop, Joyce 

will explain the fundamental tools 
of poetic craft, including the use of 
metaphor, allegory and imagery. In 
addition, he will cover the basics 
of structure, including how interior 
rhyme adds musicality to poetic 
language and why line breaks are 
important. Learning how to edit 
your own work is essential, and 
Joyce explains the principles found 
within traditional Japanese haiku to 
help poets understand how to make 
their language concise and evocative. 

“Not a word wasted and every word 
in its place,” as T.S. Eliot once said. 

Students should come prepared 
to take notes and participate in 
readings and discussions of selected 
poems that illustrate points of 
poetic craft. A reading list will be 
provided. Bring one to three of 
your own poems so that Joyce can 
provide critiques based on workshop 
principles. Depending on available 
time, this portion will occur either 
in the afternoon session or privately 
via email with the student. Joyce has 
committed to provide this service to 
each student as part of the workshop 
fee. 

The workshop cost is $75 per 
person but a sliding scale is available 
for those with limited incomes or 
those attending school. Contact the 
author to discuss. 

To register, contact Joyce directly 
at ajoyce@uniserve.com.

by Jan McMurray
Halcyon Point Development just 

north of Halcyon Hot Springs Resort 
has reported an incident of theft and 
vandalism to the Nakusp RCMP.

Halcyon Point owner Dale Tortorelli 
reports that at the end of January this year, 
a footbridge (25 feet long by four feet 
wide) was removed from the property, 
along with some ‘no trespassing’ signs 
and some snow fencing.

“The bridge had been in place for 

Theft at Halcyon Point
many years,” Tortorelli said. “It was 
quite attractive and had considerable 
sentimental value to us here.”

Halcyon Point is offering a $5,000 
award to anyone providing information 
leading to the recovery of the footbridge 
or the apprehension of the responsible 
parties.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call Halcyon Point at 778-887-9265 
or the Nakusp RCMP at 250-265-3677 
and quote file 24786.
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estates, or any activities described within 
this declaration of age of majority, should 
be directed no later than 30 days from the 
date of this publication. Please contact 
Kootenay Mountain Association, care of 
175 1st Street Unit 260, Montrose, Province 
of British Columbia.
PUBLIC NOTICE, March 21, 2024. 
TAKE NOTICE THAT; anyone with an 
equal, prior or superior equitable or legal 
right or interest in/to/for/of the Title: 
GARIEPY, SUSAN LYNN or SUSAN 
LYNN GARIEPY in any style variation 
thereof capable to confuse, suspend or clog 
said Title, right or interest in/to/for Title is 
HEREBY REQUESTED to present their 
claim to witness: Susan Gariepy, c/o 175 
1st Street, Montrose, British Columbia 
V0G 1P0 before expiration of thirty days 
of this publication.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
has been sexually assaulted (including any 
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can 
receive free, confidential support by calling 
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go 
directly to your local emergency room for 
confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND 
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up 
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage. 
gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913. 
Thank you!

HOSPICE

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

PETS

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

EDUCATION

CHURCH SERVICES

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

GIFTS

Damin Devlin
Arrow Lakes Electric Ltd

Owner/FSR Electrician

250-265-7075

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

NOTICES

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
FREE TECH ACCESS – Need to use 
a computer or connect to the internet? 
Struggling to use your own digital devices? 
CBAL has you covered! Every Wednesday 
at the North Slocan Community Library 
(formerly Reading Centre) in New Denver, 
we offer one-on-one support and free access 
to technology from 5 pm to 7 pm. Email 
ttremaine@cbal.org or phone 250-265-3736 
for more information.

1983 T-BIRD for sale. 250-777-1570.

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME 
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year 
proven customer base. Truck, equip and 
training included. Be your own boss. $65K. 
604-220-6256.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL ,  New 
Denver: Please join us for a time of 
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea, 
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com, 1-250-352-

5007, Pastor Jeff.
PLEASE JOIN US every Sunday at 3 pm 
for Mass at St. Mary’s Church, Slocan. 
Give yourself an hour each week for peace 
and reflection.

AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY will 
be holding our ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING on Tuesday, March 26 at 3:30 
pm in Knox Hall, New Denver, across from 
New Market Foods. All welcome.
NOTICE OF AGM FOR KASLO TO 
SANDON RAILS TO TRAILS SOCIETY 
(AKA Wagon Road): Tuesday April 9, 7 pm. 
This event will be hosted at St. Andrew’s 
Heritage Hall, 500 4th Street, Kaslo. 
All are welcome. Please RSVP. Contact 
Dustin East @ 250-505-8159 or email 
DUSTIN.EAST@GMAIL.COM for more 
information or to receive a livestream link.
SQUARE DANCE - Saturday, April 13 at 
the Bosun Hall. Bring indoor shoes and a 
water bottle. Singles welcome. 7 pm start 
so please arrive a little earlier. Admission 
by donation.
‘VEGAS’ NIGHT SPRING FLING at the 
Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold Street 
in Slocan, Saturday April 20. Doors open 
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm AMAZING 
BUFFET by Pat & Peggy. Entertainment. 
8 pm more casino. ADVANCE TICKETS: 
at the Legion Friday/Sunday evenings, 
Mountain Valley Station or phone 250-355-
2672 to reserve. Gambling chips 50 cents 
each. No minors please. Banquet worth the 
money even if you don’t gamble! Everyone 
welcome.

MOUNTAINSIDE CHAMBER MUSIC 
is open for early bird registration for 
Cello Focus (June 7-9) and Chamber 
Strings (July 8-12) in Nelson on April 
19 with final deadline May 17. Visit 
www.mountainsidechambermusic.com for 
details. Contact Sue at 250-777-1704 or 
mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.com
CELLO LESSONS: Sign up now for 
Valhalla Fine Arts spring cello lessons 
with instructor Heather Huether from 
April through June. All ages welcome. 

No experience necessary. Instruments are 
available for rent. $375 for the term + $30 
registration. For more details or to sign up 
visit valhallafinearts.org/site/inro-strings/

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
NEW 2BDRM SUITE in New Denver. 
$1350. Accessible ground-level entry & 
living. F/S/W/D. Storage locker. Close 
to school, shopping, services. Energy-
efficient. Heat pumps. TV/Internet access. 
Dog or cat allowed. No smoking. Contact 
osprey@svhousing.ca.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
STORAGE CONTAINERS: 10’, 15’, 20’, 
24’, 40’, 45’, 53’ or any custom sizes – 
we can build it. Modifications, windows, 
doors, offices. Kootenay Containers Sales 
& Rentals, Castlegar. 1-866-528-7108. 
kootenaycontainer@gmail.com.

70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
full-time and casual home care in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
BOOKKEEPER, ASSISTANT, OR 
ASSOCIATE to manage finances for a 
new business selling innovative, efficient 
educational material. This is a radically new 
way to teach math that has been thoroughly 
tested both scientifically and in practice, and 
it WORKS!! And how! Interested? Call 
250-269-7379.
BACK-UP SUPERVISOR: The New 
Denver and Area Youth Centre Society 
is seeking a back-up Supervisor for the 
Outlet. This casual position requires 
working during evening hours, some food 
prep, a commitment to youth advocacy 
and provision of a current Criminal Record 
check. Experience working with youth is an 
asset. For application information, please 
contact Donna at 250-551-4830 or email 

newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.com
YOUTH ASSISTANT: The New Denver 
and Area Youth Centre Society is seeking 
a Youth Assistant for the Outlet. Duties 
include maintaining a clean and welcoming 
space as well as supporting the Supervisor 
during hours of operation. This position is 
open to youth who have an interest in youth 
services. Youth currently attending high 
school will be considered. This position is 
not intended for the direct supervision of 
youth members. For application information, 
please contact Donna at 250-551-4830 or 
email newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.
com
POSITION FOR PRIVATE CARE AIDE 
Location: Winlaw. 2-3 shifts per week at 
4 to 6 hours. Experience necessary, HCA 
Certification preferred. Wage 26.68/hr. 
Contact nordic.es@protonmail.com

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide dignity, respect, 
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay, 
403-923-9285.

I, SUSAN LYNN GARIEPY, hereby 
declare and provide formal notice that I 
attained the age of majority on October 28, 
1984. I further confirm that I am under no 
other legal disability, and I fully intend to 
act in any legal action without the need for a 
litigation guardian. This declaration is made 
in accordance with the Age of Majority Act, 
and it is my duty to provide this legal notice, 
thereby putting to rest any presumption to 
the contrary. This notice is a conscious effort 
to align my legal status with the realities of 
contemporary life and the evolving needs 
of our community. It is a statement that I 
am no longer subject to the administration 
of the law society acting as custodians for 
minors. I express my sincere appreciation 
to the legislative bodies for their diligent 
work in modernizing this critical aspect 
of our legal system. I am fully committed 
to exercising the rights bestowed upon me 
under this act. All written objections to the 
ownership or superior claims of trusts and 
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WANTED

SERVICES

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Spring Hours:
Mon. – Sat.

10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street, 
New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

PETS

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or 
get a promotional movie 
for your social media in 
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and 
production, interview and 
drone services provided. 
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Free drop-off of 
scrap metal & 

appliances
(We accept fridges)
Pre-used antifreeze

Smokey Creek Salvage
Tues-Sat 9-5

359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SATELLITE TECHNICIAN / TV / NET 
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore, 
Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - 
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392
CREATIVE CUT LANDSCAPING: 
Looking for a “Refresh” for your yard 
or need help planting or pruning, we can 
help with that. Call Carrie @ Creative Cut 
Landscaping 250-809-8971.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old 
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Or-
der to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

rental fees. She said taxes are not part 
of the operational expenses for either 
group, either, and she had noticed on 
CAO Viv Thoss’s report that taxes were 
included in the operational expenses of 
the gallery. “The Village of New Denver 
doesn’t pay tax on Village properties,” 
she said. 

She said the Donation Store heavily 
supports Bosun Hall in New Denver, and 
that might be something to think about 
in Silverton. She also suggested that “we 
should be thinking regionally in terms of 
funding and marketing” the assets like 
the gallery that are used regionally. She 
said the people involved in SLAC are 
“really capable of handling the gallery 
and I think what is needed is trust on 
both sides.” She said SLAC and the 
community should find a way through 
grants, donations and programming to 

Silverton council, March 13: Mayor Ferguson’s last regular meeting
fund the operating costs of the building.
DVP

Council approved a development 
permit application for the Hand & 
Soul building, for a second-floor patio 
overlooking Alpha Lane. Councillor 
Clarence denBok, owner of the building, 
recused himself for this item.
Campground report

Kelly Acheson of Adventure Engine 
Inc. in Rossland attended the meeting in 
person to present the 2023 campground 
report. Acheson’s software has been 
in place for Silverton campground 
bookings since 2022 and is now also 
being used for facilities bookings, such 
as Silverton Memorial Hall, at no extra 
cost. 

Silverton’s campground had 870 
guests and 676 bookings last year. 
Revenues with online and cash payments 
came to $64,020.50. Four lakefront sites 

made up 34% of the total revenues, 
while the entire creekside campground 
made up 22% of the total revenues. 

“So being able to swill this data 
around can help you make decisions,” 
she said. “We can capture anything 
you want.”

Acheson said automating bookings 
frees up staff time and reduces the 
security risk of having cash at the Village 
office.

Bookings for the campground this 
year started in January, and $16,000 has 
been collected so far.

CFO Hampson said he didn’t yet 
have final figures for the campground in 
2023 because there are some issues with 
the chart of accounts, but the records so 
far show $65,346 in revenue and a net 
income of $51,472. “I’m almost certain 
other expenses would be involved,” 
he said.

CFO’s report
CFO Bruce Hampson, in attendance 

electronically from his home in Victoria, 
submitted a finance services progress 
report. In his report, he explains how 
he and CAO Viv Thoss are improving 
financial systems such as payroll, 
accounts payable, utility billing, grant 
tracking, banking, year-end audit, and 
financial reporting. He says he has 
made arrangements with an experienced 
finance person in Victoria who will be 
taking over the processing of invoice 
and payroll payments, with himself as 
“the second set of eyes” on all payments, 
providing another level of accuracy 
and security. Hampson explained that 
this subcontractor’s wage will be much 
lower than his, resulting in savings to 
the Village of Silverton. This will also 
relieve the CAO of some of her tasks, 
he said.

continued from page 9
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TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

HAIR

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
March 29,

2024

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

CORRECTION
The Kootenay Conservation 

Program contacted us with corrections 
to the article published in our March 
7 issue, ‘RDCK Local Conservation 
Fund to support eight projects.’ For 
the Wildlife Conservation Society 
of Canada project, bats (in BC) 
don’t contribute to pollination. 
For the Okanagan Nation Alliance 
project, the project gives guidance on 
managing bats in buildings, not just 
on roost protections. For the grizzly 
bear coexistence solutions project, 
Gillian Sanders offers information, 
not advice. The pollinator highway 
pro jec t ’s  po l l ina tor  habi ta t 
connectivity is vital not only to 
conservation, but also to agricultural 
production.

submitted
A report by the Office of the 

Affordability, access to services and rising rates of abuse and neglect of concern for BC seniors
BC Seniors Advocate called ‘2023 
Monitoring Seniors Service report,’ 
was released March 14. 

“Overall, the outlook for BC 
seniors is mixed with the good 
news being that we’re living longer, 
healthier lives and are generally 
mobile and independent into our 80s,” 
said BC Seniors Advocate Isobel 
Mackenzie. “The more concerning 
aspects of aging in British Columbia 
is the reduced accessibility for many 
services, costs that are rising beyond 
the ability of most seniors to pay, 
and the disproportionate increases 
in reports of abuse, neglect and 
criminal activity affecting seniors. 
Addressing these issues will cause 
financial pressures on government to 
intensify over the next decade as the 
seniors age cohort shifts to 85+ and 
their reliance on public services grows 

dramatically.”
The report highlights the current 

seniors’ population 65+ of 1,083,695 
has grown 15% over the past five 
years and has shifted from 16.6% of 
the overall BC population 10 years 
ago to 20% today. Over half of the 
seniors’ population is relatively young 
(65-74) and only 11% or 121,917 are 
85 and older.

“Most seniors are healthy and 
mobile into their 80s and this health 
data has been relatively stable over 
the past five years. We see the impact 
of COVID-19 when we look at causes 
of death and the rate of death per 
10,000 of the population, but cancer, 
heart disease and stroke remain the 
primary causes of death for 50% of 
seniors,” she said.

The report highlights the number 
of completed surgeries in four of the 

top five surgeries for seniors increased 
and more seniors are accessing 
influenza vaccinations, but also noted 
are decreasing rates of home support 
clients and the average hours of care 
per client; continuing increases in 
the waitlists for publicly subsidized 
assisted living and long-term care; 
decreasing Adult Day Program hours 
provided; and a rising proportion 
of long-term care residents taking 
antipsychotic medications without a 
diagnosis of psychosis. Particularly 
troubling are the increasing number of 
calls to police and agencies reporting 
suspected physical abuse of seniors 
as well as instances of neglect, self-
neglect and financial abuse.

“Affordability is an urgent issue 
for many seniors, particularly those 
who rent or are required to pay for 
their home support services. We 

continue to see 50% of seniors with 
an income below minimum wage, 
and while government pensions are 
indexed to inflation, the amounts 
are low. A senior with no workplace 
pension or RSP who receives only 
their Old Age Security, Guaranteed 
Income Supplement and Canada 
Pension Plan payments will have an 
average income of less than $24,000 a 
year and this is the reality for almost a 
third of BC seniors,” said Mackenzie.

“The provincial government 
has significantly increased funding 
in many seniors’ services, but this 
has been offset by rising costs and 
increasing demand from a growing 
seniors population,” she continued. 
“The result is reductions in the rate 
of some services like home support 
and increases in wait times for others 
such as long-term care.”
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Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved 
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a 
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a 
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan

THE VALLEY VOICE IS 
FOR SALE! 

submitted
La Cafamore returns to Silverton 

March 23 at 7:30 pm at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall.

“This was the site of our first post-
COVID concert so we are excited 
to bring the same group back with 
this new program. The Slocan Lake 
Arts Council has been incredibly 
supportive of La Cafamore over the 
years and we love playing for this 
audience,” says founding member and 
manager Carolyn Cameron.

La Cafamore is in its 16th year 
of touring the Kootenays with 
classic chamber music concerts. For 
Cameron, it’s a dream come true.

“My plan in life was to go to 
music school, then med school and 
have music as well as a medical 
career,” she says. But as it turned out, 
med school came first and she never 
made it to music school.

“It’s one of my regrets in life, but 
I’ve tried to compensate with music 
camps, private lessons and lots of 
performing. That’s partly why this 
group is so important to me. It allows 
me to take a piece and develop it 
beyond the amateur level.”

The group has allowed Cameron 
to work with professional musicians 
as well as high-level amateurs.

Cameron’s medical career didn’t 
last long, as family commitments took 
over. However, once the kids were 
independent, she was able to devote 
more time to music. “That’s when La 
Cafamore really took off. We started 
as a local string quartet but over the 
years, the core membership dwindled 
to just myself.”

One of the advantages of that was 
being able to vary the instrumentation 
of each concert, even incorporating 
dance. “Nowadays, I have enough 
of a pool of collaborators so that the 
configuration will often be decided by 
who is available, and funding. Over 
the years, we have had tremendous 
support from Columbia Basin Trust, 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance 
and the Slocan Lake Arts Council. If 
not for that support, keeping the group 
going would be difficult.”

Pianist Nina Horvath

La Cafamore presents Romance of Brahms at Silverton Memorial 
The combination at the upcoming 

Silverton concert is one of Cameron’s 
favourites. She will be joined by 
pianist Nina Horvath and cellist 
Marian Wang. “These musicians 
played the group’s first set of concerts 

post-COVID. I think the opportunity 
to perform live again, the inspiring 
program (Arensky #1, Piazzolla 
Four Seasons of Buenos Aires), and 
my wonderful fellow musicians was 
the perfect storm. When that set 

of concerts was over, we were all 
planning when we could get together 
again.”

Trying to recreate the magic, the 
group has chosen Brahms piano trio 
#1 and Dvorak Dumky trio. “I’m glad 
that Nina picked Brahms because 
typically piano parts for piano trios 
are massive undertakings. This one is 
no exception, and I wouldn’t want to 

be the one assigning it to a pianist!”
The pairing with Dvorak is 

interesting in that it was Brahms 
who edited the Dumky trio, a set 
of six pieces inspired by Bohemian 
folk music.

Tickets are $20 (children under 
12 free) and are available by emailing 
lacafamore@gmail.com and at the 
door.

Violinist Carolyn Cameron

Cellist Maria Wang
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We are your local

ATV & UTV Dealer
Now in Stock — 2024
Grizzly 50th Anniversary Edition

3 Grizz
lies

to choose 

fro
m!

Yamaha Wolverine® RMAX4 SE
50th Anniversary Edition

Good selection of 
new ATV & Utility 
Trailers in stock 

now!!

2024 Wolverine X2 
850 R Spec

2023 Viking EPS SE 
Special $750 Instant Rebate

Financing 3.99% on all new ATV & UTV
Offer ends March 31/24

250-353-2550
www.jonesboysboats. com

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Eric Graham is Kaslo’s new full-
time fire chief. Graham brings 21 
years of experience in three different 
fire departments. 

Eric Graham is Kaslo’s new full-time fire chief.

Introducing Kaslo’s new fire chief
He loves his job as a firefighter. 

“Without a doubt, I can confidently 
say that this is the best job in the 
world!” he told the Valley Voice. 

Graham was inspired to become 
a firefighter by firefighter friends of 

his. When he joined his local fire 
department in 2003, he soon made 
the transition from hospitality and 
tourism to emergency services and 
public safety.

“It didn’t take long for me to 

realize that being a firefighter was 
my true calling,” he said. “Serving 
my community in this capacity filled 
me with great pride.”

In his new role, Graham will 
work to deliver top-notch service to 
the community, he says. 

“The Kaslo Fire Department 
boasts a dedicated team of firefighters 
who are deeply committed to serving 
their community,” he said. “I am 
honoured to be a part of that.” 

Beyond administrative tasks, 
some of his duties will include 
responding to calls, training and 
supporting firefighters, conducting 
fire inspections, and educating the 
public on fire and life safety. 

The position used to be part-
time. RDCK Regional Fire Chief 
David Zayonce explained that the 
Kaslo fire chief job has evolved to 
full-time to meet the daily demands 
of the job. The other members of 
the department are volunteers, but 
they are paid for training time and 
emergency call-outs. 

Graham originally hails from 
Saskatoon but spent his formative 

years in Regina. After completing his 
education, he moved to Vancouver 
Island, where he lived for almost two 
decades. Graham then worked for 
five years with Creston Fire Rescue, 
and spent 2018 as Deputy Fire Chief 
in Lacombe, Alberta.

“Though it was a valuable 
experience, I found myself yearning 
to return to British Columbia,” he 
said.

Graham is thrilled to be in Kaslo. 
He finds the community incredibly 
warm and friendly, with a fantastic 
atmosphere.

When he’s not wearing his fire 
chief hat, Graham loves spending 
time outdoors and is eagerly looking 
forward to exploring the area. He 
enjoys running, mountain biking, 
hiking, and other pursuits that keep 
him active.

“Being on the water is something 
I particularly relish,” he said. “I’ve 
owned surfboards and kayaks, 
and most recently I acquired a 
paddleboard.”

Graham said he’s always up for 
a nice long walk, too. 


