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Doukhobor survivors share their thoughts on apology from government

by Jan McMurray

A group of seven local
Doukhobor people, all survivors of
the New Denver residential school
in the 1950s, gathered on March 2
at the request of the Valley Voice to
give their perspective on the recent
apology from the government, the
compensation announcement, and
the ordeal they went through as
children.

“It was a great thing that the
premier attempted to make an
apology, and all the leaders of the
opposition parties said very nice
things and were very supportive,”
said survivor Walter Perepelkin.
“But the apology is not separate
from the proposal. The proposal is
very vague and a lot of questions
are being asked. We’d like to hear
further on that in order to have a
complete and meaningful apology.”

All seven survivors echoed
Perepelkin’s thoughts on the apology
and compensation announcement,
and have signed a letter to Premier
David Eby with similar sentiments.
The letter bears the signatures of
30 survivors and was sent to the
premier’s office on March 1.

“We request primary
involvement when it comes to
determining the structure of a
compensation package, decision
making and distribution of funding.
It is time the government engages
with us, a group of living survivors.
Our collective voice needs to be
heard and regarded,” the letter says.

The apology was delivered on
February 1 in Castlegar, February
2 in Grand Forks and February 27
in the legislature. When Attorney
General Niki Sharma delivered
the apology February 1 and 2,
she announced $10 million in
compensation “to support legacy
initiatives recommended by the Sons
of Freedom community...”

Several New Denver survivors
were upset by this statement, as they
say they were never consulted and
made no recommendations on the
compensation package. A group of
25 survivors wrote to the premier
to inform him of this “significant
error” in the apology, and asked
him not to repeat the error when he
delivered the apology on February
27 in the legislature (see ‘Open letter
to Premier David Eby,” Valley Voice,

February 22,2024, pages 4-5).

The premier did not repeat the
offending statement in his apology
in the legislature. However, he did
not mention personal compensation,
either, which is what survivors and

family of deceased survivors are
calling for. Eby said the $10 million
“will help people hurt by these
historical wrongs and will help
prevent similar occurrences in the
future. Funding will be allocated to

survivors, to provide counseling and
other wellness initiatives to make
their lives better and healthier...
My commitment to you and to all
those who couldn’t be here today is

continued on page 2

Premier David Eby addresses those who travelled to Victoria to witness the apology in the legislature for the treatment of Doukhobor children in the
1950s. This photo was taken at the reception in the Hall of Honours after Eby made the apology during the legislative session on February 27.

Slocan Park Repair will no longer be operating at its current location.

| want to thank everyone who gave support and were part of my journey.

| may not have pleased everyone, but always did my best to be fair and honest.

And will continue to do so on a smaller scale in the very near future.

Info on what’s next,

general inquiries & equipment for sale. spr2.0info@gmail.com - bryce

“..he’ll steal ur face right off ur head”
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that we will work with you to make
this right.”
Personal compensation
wanted

Shirley Relkoff commented that
the survivors and their families had
to do their own counselling many

years ago. The residential school
ran from 1953 to 1959, 70 years ago,
and most of the 200 children who
lived through it are now deceased.
The group said they estimate 50-80
survivors are still living.

“Mental health and wellness
programs are no good for us now,”

Evelyn Dowes

life-altering health complications.

grandchildren Ava and Jack.

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Evelyn Irene
Dowes of Winlaw on February 1,2024 at the age of 66.

Evelyn lived in the Winlaw area her whole life, where she met her
husband of 44 years, Tim. She was a homemaker that loved caring for
her family and enjoyed knitting and crocheting. In 2008, she suffered

Evelyn is predeceased by her parents Polly and Nick Verigin, sister
Alice, and survived by her loving husband Tim, her brothers Gary
and Floyd (Nat), her daughter Kailey (Bill), son Travis (Victoria), and

The family would like to sincerely thank the New Denver RCMP, the
Winlaw first responders and Thompson Funeral Home for their support.
A celebration of life will be held in early spring or summer.

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to the Heart &
Stroke Foundation of Canada at https://www.heartandstroke.ca

To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

Relkoff said with tears in her eyes.
“I want compensation for myself
and my parents. My dad never drank
until I was taken away. He was a
silent drinker because it didn’t stop
bothering him. We lost many friends
to suicide. Each family has a story
to tell, and alcoholism and suicide
happened to a lot of us.”

Peter Makonin said he, his sister
and his brother were attending
school in Glade when they were
taken to New Denver, and they spent
three years there. He says his sister
was sexually abused and beaten
at the residential school. He now
looks after her, as she has serious
mental health issues. His brother had
a problem with alcohol and passed
away in 2017.

School in New Denver

Several in the group pointed
out that they were purportedly
taken to New Denver because the
government wanted them to go
to school rather than be home-
schooled, as was the Doukhobor way
— but the education in New Denver
left little to be desired.

The children lived in the
dormitory, the present-day health

BIRDS MORPH WITH
CLIMATE CHANGE
Larger bodies hold heat better; smaller
bodies shed heat faster. Longer beaks
shed heat more efficiently. Studies
show that smaller birds like kinglets
and warblers have been shrinking
much faster over the past 40 years
than larger birds like robins, so the
smaller ones are adapting to warming

temperatures more quickly.
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centre, and were marched to the
school in New Denver every
morning. The experience was one
of incarceration.

Joe Sherstobitoff remembers his
first teacher constantly swearing at
the Japanese-Canadian children in
the class. His teacher in his second
year would send Joe and others down
to the store to pick up a newspaper
and tobacco during school hours,
and would read the paper during
class, paying no attention to the
students. “I liked arithmetic and I
finished two books, but he never
checked it. He sat at his desk reading
the newspaper and didn’t see us
cheating and passing notes around.
I still can’t read properly after two
years at that school. So I wasn’t
taken away to learn to read and
write — [ was taken away to punish
my parents.”

Sherstobitoff also remembers the
children being paid $1 per hole to
dig the fence around the dormitory.
“We built the fence for ourselves,”
he said. “The gate was always open
except when our parents came, and
then it was locked.”

Parents would visit every other
Sunday for one hour, if they could
make it to New Denver. Gaston
Parkin said his father’s driver’s
licence was taken away, and this was

common. When the police came to
take the children, they would often
confiscate the parents’ driver’s
licences.

The survivors remember that a
lot of the things their parents would
give them over, under or through
the fence went missing, and were
often seen in the possession of other
children in the community. “There
was a lot of injustice,” said Bill
Barisoff. “I wasn’t molested but we
were beaten pretty good. There was
a lot of hardship and injustice.”

They also recalled that they
each had a number. They had to
embroider their number on each
piece of their clothing, which was
kept in numbered bins.

They were punished if they
didn’t eat everything on their plates
—and the food was terrible. Anyone
who wasn’t present at roll call,
which could happen at any time, was
punished. Bill Barisoff remembers
having to wash windows all summer
because he was late for roll call once.
Being captured

Several had horrific stories about
being captured by police. They said
officers were often drunk when
they came to take the children. A
common hiding place was the hay
barn, and the children would be very

continued on page 3

On visiting day at the New Denver dormitory, parents and children would hold a prayer service.
This photo of a prayer service on visiting day was taken in 1954.

It is with great sadness we
announce the sudden passing of
Charly (Karl), a loving husband,
father, and grandfather, on February
14, 2024. Charly passed away
peacefully, surrounded by his wife
of 40 years and his five children.

Charly was taken too soon from:
wife, Linda; his daughters, Drisana
(Bill), Chandra, and Larissa (Nick),
and sons, Keelan (Richard) and
Pravin (Tempestt); grandchildren,
Seren, Evrrdy, Milena, Henry, Bjorn,
Oliver, and Mazekeen; siblings,
Renate (Alex), Angelika (Peter), and

Pia-Marie, Lea, and Michaela.

Nooveya, and niece Isabelle.

Reinhold (Petra); and nieces and nephews, Nikolai, Sebastian, Florian,
Charly has joined his parents, Heinrich and Alwine, granddaughter

Charly enjoyed creating masterpieces of jewelry; the fresh mountain

air through tree planting, brushing and spacing, huckleberry and
mushroom picking; and making his grandchildren smile and laugh. He had
a penchant for chasing his dreams and was always looking for something
new to pursue from farming wild boar to beekeeping.

A Celebration of Life to celebrate Charly’s life will be held for family
and friends on April 27th in Nakusp.

The Anderson-Blasing-Comyns (ABC) family would like to express
sincere thanks to all of our family and friends; staff at Kelowna General
Hospital; and Valley Funeral Home through this difficult time.
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continued from page 1
frightened because the police would
poke the hay with pitchforks.

Joe Sherstobitoff and Larry
Tomlin shared their story with the
attorney general before she made
the apology in Castlegar. Their
families were living in Gilpin near
Grand Forks when the police started
rounding up children there. Joe and
Larry spent two months hiding in
the mountains with a group of 25
children, whose parents and other
family members would take turns
staying with them and bringing
food. The camp broke up because of
the cold, and Joe’s family moved to
Krestovain fall 1954. “They weren’t
touching children in the Kootenays at
the time,” he said, “but they caught
us in January in a house in Krestova.”

Gaston Parkin’s father made a
box with a hiding place in it, so when
the police came, Gaston would head
for the box. “They would come and
bang away. They would come with
dogs. They even knocked a wall out
of the house. Sometimes I’d have to
hide for half a day. After ten times,
I gave myself up and went to New
Denver,” he said.

Hope for consultation

The seven survivors we spoke
to attended the apology events in
either Castlegar or Grand Forks, but
none were able to travel to Victoria
for health and/or financial reasons.
Very few living survivors made it
to Victoria.

Lorraine Saliken-Walton, who
represents family members of
deceased survivors — she does not
represent living survivors — attended
and made a presentation to the
premier in a reception after the
official apology had been delivered.
She presented him with a salyanka
— a handmade wooden bowl for
salt. She explained that bread, salt
and water represent the elements
that sustain life and are traditional
Doukhobor symbols of hospitality.
She thanked him for the apology and
the commitment of $10 million, “but
we want a say in how that money is
allocated. Would you commit in front
of all these people and witnesses to
do the right thing and consult with
New Denver survivors and their
families? We know you cannot give
back their childhood and many are
not here to witness this. All they are
asking is for consultation. Maybe
the voice that was taken away from
them 71 years ago can actually now
be heard by you. Would you commit
that to us, Mr. Premier?”

Eby’s response: “Absolutely,
we will work with you to make this
right.”

BC Ombudsperson Jay Chalke
said in a press release that he remains
frustrated that “the individual
compensation our office has been
recommending for more than 20
years has still not been clearly
promised. I welcome the premier’s
commitment in the legislature
today to work with the Doukhobor
community to, as he said, ‘make
this right” and I call on him to give
priority to individual compensation.
Such compensation would allow

survivors and their families to, in
the premier’s words, ‘access the
support they need, however it looks’
to support their healing.”

To the living survivors,
it is important that they be the

priority group to consult with the
government about compensation.
They experienced the persecution
and trauma first-hand and call for
first-hand involvement.

Survivor Walter Perepelkin told

the Valley Voice: “The government
hasn’t reached out to the living
survivors. In the letters we sent to
him, it should be very clear that he
should approach the living survivors
and ask them what they want because

we were the ones behind the fence.
He should come and ask, ‘How can
I help you?’ These are the main
words that we’re asking for, instead
of throwing it around and no one
knows what it is.”




Cosmic alert
It is the height of human arrogance
to believe we will be welcome in outer
space, given our murderous nature. What
a thought. Thug nations in space.
Ron Scroggins
Silverton

Details, Details
Selective History we were Taught
Cherry Picked and Polished Up.
The Heroes they told us all about
weren’t exactly so
when we Dig up the Details
The Major Plots weren’t how they

Said
What they Leave Out, or Tone they

Change
Same Old Story thru too many years
rings thru the news these days

when we Dig up the Details
Al Muckle
Winlaw
Believers

The late (executed in 2001) Timothy
McVeigh, responsible for the deaths and
the terrible injuries of hundreds of adults
and children, due to his 1995 bombing of
the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City,
said: “I blew up the Murrah Building and
isn’t it kind of scary that one man could
wreak this kind of hell?”

How many people in the United
States today ardently believe what Tim
McVeigh believed, and if Donald Trump
does become the Republican candidate
for president again and loses, again, what
kind of hell will be wreaked by those
believers?

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse
Byzantine politics

All along, the Republicans wanted
to close the border to illegal immigration
and the Democrats didn’t.

Now the media has been reporting
that the Democrats have been saying that
they want to close the US-Mexico border
to immigration and the Republicans
don’t. The Democrats say they want
to supply Ukraine with aid for the war
but the Republicans don’t want to do
that either.

The immigration bill is attached to
the war aid as part of an omnibus bill and
the Republicans say they want to supply
aid to Ukraine but that the omnibus bill
that attaches the immigration reforms to
the war aid is too weak.

All along, President Biden could
have used his executive powers to close
the border but didn’t. Now the media is
reporting that if Biden uses his executive
powers, it will cause division amongst
the Democratic Party.

Former President Trump used his
executive powers extensively and so did
former President Obama.

Byzantine politics would say that the
Republicans can now tell the Democrats
to close the border to illegal immigration
and the Democrats won’t because it will
cause division in their party.

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Fear is the real
enem

I received an unsolicited booklet in
the mail entitled ‘National Sunday Law.’
This booklet is about biblical prophecies
of Armageddon. The problem with
predictions is that belief can affect the
outcome and even promote the claimed
outcome. When a belief system is
widespread and adopted by a multitude
of individuals, it can have an enormous
strength in producing an outcome in
support of the belief. This booklet
is using biblical excerpts to suggest
that we are in the end days and that
Armageddon is the will of God. Both the
Bible and the Quran have prophesies of
a great war before the triumph of good
over evil. I have heard many theories
that Armageddon will be fought in the
Middle East.

Who or what is the real enemy? It
is fear that is the enemy and is a tool
used to deceive you. People have used
religion to promulgate fear and hate in
various conflicts throughout history and
there are still those who choose to use
religion as a weapon.

Love is our life force. Fear is a lack
of faith in love, and hate is when fear
and ignorance come together. There is
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OPINION

no evil and no devil outside of the minds
of humans.

Ed Nixon

Perry Siding

International
students should pay
full education costs

Canadaeducates a lot of international
students,and many of our post-secondary
institutions have come to rely on tuition
from international students to keep
their classrooms full. When I worked
at Selkirk College a couple of decades
ago, I witnessed the growth of this
phenomenon first-hand. At that time,
the tuition for a domestic student at the
college was around $1,500 per year on
average. The college assured students
that the cost of their tuition only actually
paid for 17% of the total cost. The cost
of tuition at that time for international
students was four times as high, around
$6,000. The college assured me that
international students were paying the
full cost of their education. I pointed
out that four times 17% was actually
only 68% of the total cost, if their
own figures were to be believed. So
the government grant per student was
topping up the tuition for all students,
including international students.

Since then, the number of
international students has grown
exponentially, and our government has
been topping up tuition for international
students by the same exponential amount.
From what I can see from the college
website, tuition for international students
is now only about three times that for
domestic students, so either domestic
students are paying a larger portion of
the total cost of their education, or the
government is subsidizing international
students to an even greater degree.

Some international students are
complaining about their high tuition, and
demanding the same tuition as domestic
students. I pay the taxes to build our
colleges and universities, and I pay the
taxes to fund their operation. I'm happy
to fund our domestic Canadian students,
and even to get rid of tuition for them, but
international students should have to pay
the FULL cost of their education.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Open letter to
the media

There has been extensive media
coverage of the recent apology to
the New Denver survivors in the
legislature on February 27, 2024.
We are dismayed to see that media

coverage continues to include images
that undermine and denigrate the Sons
of Freedom, perpetuating an age-old
stereotype by depicting nude protests.
We are disappointed that CBC, a national
broadcaster, as well as other broadcasters
stoop to this level of coverage and the
harm it propagates. In addition, there was
a definite lack of fair media attention in
regards to the living survivors of the New
Denver incarcerations.

It is important that we state our
disagreement with a statement made
by Lorraine Saliken-Walton when she
responded in an interview on CBC News
network on February 28,2024 In regards
to children being forcibly taken and held
at the New Denver institute she stated,
“This happened to white children. This
happened to Canadian children. They
were not immigrants, they were born in
Canada, yet the Canadian government
punished them...”

We, the New Denver survivors,
do not support this statement. As
Doukhobors, we believe all children, no
matter the colour of their skin, are God’s
children and no child deserves to be
treated as we were. We ourselves come
from a variety of different countries,
regions and cultures from Eastern Europe
and have great respect for all peoples.

As Doukhobors, we do not consider
ourselves so privileged that we should
have been exempt from persecution
based on whiteness. We were persecuted
from our early days in Canada and
throughout much of the 1900s because
we were an ethnic group with a belief
system that did not align or comply
with Canada’s colonial rule. This differs,
for example, from the persecution of
Indigenous peoples, Japanese peoples
and people of colour in general, that was
and is based on blatant systemic racism.

We the undersigned would like to
correct the misguided and uninformed
statement by Lorraine Saliken-Walton
and this is why we have provided a more
accurate explanation that we can stand
by. We sincerely apologize to anyone
offended by Mrs. Saliken-Walton’s
statement, which is not a reflection of
who we are as a people.

Walter Perepelkin, Joe
Sherstobitoff, Shirley Rilkoff, Shirly
Ralloff

More failure of

justice

I affirm the letter by Elizabeth
von Ah regarding the value of the
Valley Voice as a community-based
newspaper for expressing local opinions.
A shrinking resource in our time for sure
and valued by many.
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T also support Nick Chatten’s letters
‘Charter rights under the bus’ and ‘Wake
up the woke.” The two-year anniversary
of the invocation of the Emergencies
Act was February 14, 2024. Sadly, on
Valentine’s Day, love lost, fear won.

On that day in the Nelson supreme
court, a Lametti Liberal-appointed
judge just didn’t show up to provide a
decision on a writ of mandamus. On
December 3, 2021, I had presented my
experience documenting a failure in the
rule of law throughout the Canadian
legal system, including lawyers, judges,
Judicial Council, BC Law Society,
attorney generals, prime minister and
ultimately Minister of Justice David
Lametti refusing to respond to the
enforcement procedure of the Charter
requesting accountability to Parliament.
The writ is a court order for a minister
to do their duty, to protect the public and
ensure that the administration of justice
is in compliance with the law — which it
wasn’t, as they were refusing to respond
to the Charter.

Instead, the minister of justice
declared martial law.

I presented the evidence to the Public
Order Emergencies Enquiry and receipt
was acknowledged. The evidence does
not appear to have been presented to the
enquiry. Who removed it? Trudeau knew.
RCMP threatened to destroy evidence.
CSIS was informed of the threat to the
security of Canada. The executive and
judiciary’s conduct, in conflict with
their constitutional requirements. The
federal court recently determined that the
executive’s conduct was not justifiable.
Parliament still needs to check the power
of the judiciary. They claim they can
ignore the transcript used to prove fraud
on a court order by a lawyer.

The executive under Trudeau’s
leadership claimed dictatorial powers
and supported the judiciary’s claim of
absolute power. The conduct cannot
be justified in a free and democratic
state. An attempted coup d’etat over the
people of Canada along with allegations
of improper funding by a foreign state
and unsustainable corruption causing
collapse of the functionality of our public
service institutions.

Who is on the hook when a judge
screws up? The prime minister, and the
minister of justice.

The next steps for truth
and reconciliation at www.
fundamentaljustice.com

Trevor Holsworth
New Denver

CRA(p) for tax
time

You would think Canada would
make it easy when taxing the public,
especially when there is $2 trillion in
federal and provincial debt!

Commonwealth countries like New
Zealand, Australia, and the UK have
automatic tax returns. They just provide
simple information on whether you
will get a refund or you have to pay the
taxman. Here in Canada, it is a burden of
paperwork and even some professional

accountants do not get it right. The tax
continued on page 5
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laws in Canada are complicated and
get more complicated every year. You
fill in all the blanks you can with the
tax information slip, information the
government already has! Make a mistake
with that return and it could get costly
and very frustrating. I had my own saga
with these tax goblins when I over-
contributed to a TFSA. Three years later,
I am still getting fined even though the
fine has decreased with the “knock on”
effect the TESA person explained to me
after one hour on the phone. I thought
my head would explode into twonies.

There are thousands of CRA workers
manning the phones — well, a few
hundred had to be fired for scamming
the government of COVID-19 benefits.
Sadly, you may not get a correct answer
if you are patient enough on the phone
and get an agent. About 30% of the
CRA agent’s answers are WRONG, and
they are playing with the government
playbook in front of them!

I'suggest Artificial Intelligence (Al)
step in and remedy this disgusting farce
of atax collection system. Feed Al all the
tax laws of Canada and when a hapless
taxpayer phones in with a question, there
is no waiting and I bet the Al is 100%
correct, unlike the naked apes answering
the phones in Winnipeg and Ottawa. A
quick call to Al for clarification with
your tax questions and then be done
with it. Canada will likely not adopt the
tax sleekness of UK, Australia or New
Zealand so Al is a good fit.

Fire all those useless CRA workers
to the tune of 99%, they are not required.
I'd like to see 50% of all government
workers across Canada be liquidated by
Al so we can pay down our debt and be
a strong country once again. We don’t
need so many bureaucrats weighing us
down with red tape, false answers and
inefficiencies.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Pollution
evolution

Fifty years ago,a Ryerson professor
could often be heard reiterating the
words: “It’s a good thing they invented
the internal combustion engine when
they did. Otherwise, we would all be up
to our necks in horseshit!” That problem
is no longer a hazard — carbon is.

Is carbon tax the answer? Niagara
Falls could be a stupendous source of
clean energy. As long as there is water
going over Niagara Falls, there should be
no carbon tax because it is just a bad joke
targeting poor, working-class Canadians.
Also, there should be no tax collected
until every molecule of fuel burned is
taxed and the government collects back
taxes on every molecule of fossil fuel
burned since the tax was introduced.
The bottom line is: carbon tax has had
virtually no effect in reducing carbon
emissions.

As Trudeau enjoys carbon-filled
holidays, it makes one wonder how much
carbon tax he pays? Tourism is not an
essential industry. Only tourism with a
zero-carbon footprint should be allowed.
Columbus crossed the Atlantic Ocean

with a zero-carbon footprint. Tourism is
amajor polluter. During COVID-19, the
skies and oceans cleared. Tourism has to
be the greatest polluter of modern times.

Analternative to carbon tax might be
to annually issue carbon credits to every
living person on earth regardless of age
or who they are. These credits would
be of a preset value and not under any
circumstances be compromised. If arich
person runs out of credits and has to park
their boat and airplane, they can go to
Africa and buy credits from some small
child who is starving to death. The price
is preset and not negotiable. Anyone
caught trying to cheat the system gets
to make a choice: life in a prison farm
or death.

More frightening is atomic/nuclear
waste. When do we start worrying about
that? When we are all bald and glow
in the dark? Atomic wastewater was
dumped in the ocean by Japan. Later, half
the sardines in the Pacific Ocean washed
up on shore. You have to wonder about
the intelligence of Canadian leaders
who choose to create atomic waste by
rebuilding Pickering rather than using
clean energy provided by Niagara Falls.

If you get a chance, watch Steve
Seagal’s movie On Deadly Ground. At
the end of the film, he makes a speech
about how the world is being polluted
because paying the fines levied for
polluting the world is more economical
than dealing with the pollutants
themselves.

Pollution: If you are handed lemons,
you make lemonade. If you are handed
carbon, you make diamonds.

Ed Varney
Vallican

A moral army

Netanyahu claims the IDF is “the
most moral army in the world.” How can
an army targeting and sniping civilians
be moral? Are they really holding high
principles for proper conduct? For
Netanyahu, morality must mean ethnic
cleansing, humiliating and torturing and
bombing Palestinians. The Zionists, who
lost their soul 100 years ago, are blowing
their horns to ensure that Israelis learn
how to love the bomb. Israel’s channel 14
program ‘The Patriots” has been turning
up the volume... “We will not leave Gaza.
You will die, you will starve, and your
homes will be burned! Your children
will live in tents from mud and nylon
until the last hostage is returned... Yes,
we announce this. We will take your
lands. We will take your lands and build
settlements on it. Only then will they
realize that we won over them. They
don’t care about homes, deaths only
land... I don’t feel sorry for Gazans. I
don’t think there should be a person in
the state of Israel that should feel sorry
on those Gazans. Not for elderly, not for
the youth and not for children. People of
Gaza, for me, let them starve to death. I
don’t give a shit. Why should I care about
people of Gaza...”

Their journalists add to the mayhem.
“I am for war crimes. I don’t care if I
am criticized. I am unable to sleep if
do not see houses being destroyed in
Gaza. What do I say? More houses,
more buildings. I want to see more of
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them destroyed.”

Hanoch Milibitsky says, “You
will die, your children will die, your
grandchildren will die, there won’t be
a Palestinian state, there will never be.”

While laughing, an IDF soldier said,
“We are looking for babies, but there
are no babies left. I killed a 12-year-old
girl. We can’t find a baby, we’re looking
for a baby.”

Genocide in living colour, on our
TVs, cell phones or computers for the
world to see. Our leading actor, who
talks out both sides of his mouth, claims
to be an ethical (non-lethal) exporter of
military equipment and authorized $28.5
million for military permits to Israel.
Those permits include ‘moral’ bombs,
torpedoes, rockets, missiles and other
explosive devices. That transfer is likely
a violation of international humanitarian
law. Then on the other side of his mouth
he sends his International Development
Minister Ahmed Hussen to the Egypt-
Gaza border. Hussen professed to have
a deep concern for the suffering of
Palestinians without mentioning that his
boss is sending weapons to Israel.

But Trudeau has stated he does not
think the carnage in Gaza is genocide.
He must know more about genocide
then the ICJ. Perhaps he learned about
genocide with his dealings with First
Nations. If the ICJ rule against genocide
in Gaza then humanitarian laws will go
out the window. In future wars (yes, we
can certainly expect future wars) there
will be no rules and humanity is doomed.

Lee Hammond
New Denver

I want to
understand

The Jewish people have endured
horrible persecution over 2,000
years, peaking during the German
Nazi Holocaust — truly an attempt to
extinguish the Jewish people altogether.
Since my teenage years,  have wondered
where the prejudice and hate against the
Jews as a group originates. Recently
in an interview with Jeremy Sacks, a
world-renowned economist, he pointed
to the biblical book of Joshua. Starting
at chapter six, the Israelites conquer
all the neighbouring tribes, killing the
people and their kings in the process, all
as an offering to their God for having
won victory over the many kingdoms.
Could it be that the news of this horrible
deed spread over the whole land, causing
a long-lasting prejudice against the
Israelites? I am not a scholar of Near
Eastern history, but it would be of interest
to know whether ancient writings give
evidence of such an event, of the battles
and slaughters as well as of memories of
the affected people. One source could be
the Roman historian Tacitus.

I feel deep sorrow for the fate of the
Jewish people and fully understand and
admire their heroic attempt to found a
homeland in which they can feel secure.

Butall the trouble they have endured
does not give them the right to act in a
not-quite-as-bad way as the German
Nazis did to them.

I am trying to grapple with the
present conflict between the Israelis and

the Palestinians. As Hanna Arendt said:
I want to understand.

Carried by a messianic vision, based
on the biblical book of Joshua, Benjamin
Netanyahu’s conservative radical faction
inIsrael’s government (Likud = Zionists)
feel the right to conquer all the land of
Palestine, kill the indigenous people
living there, destroy their houses, their
villages and cities, and claim it as the
homeland of and for the Jewish people.
So described in the original Jewish Bible,
translated into the Christian Bible: The
Book of Joshua, chapters 6-12. You can
read it there for yourself.

Unfortunately, when the Balfour
Declaration was issued by the British
government in 1917, they forgot
the people living in this land, 90%
Palestinians and 10% Jews, both from
ancient times.

If we accept the old (barbarian)
practice of conquering our neighbours’
land, killing most of the indigenous
people living there, destroying their
houses, their villages and cities, their
culture and history, we can accept
what Israel is doing in front of our eyes
right now. After all, we Europeans did
exactly that to each other for centuries
and millennia, as well as to other people
around the world.

We call that period of our history
‘The Colonial Age’ and pride ourselves
on having entered the ‘Post-colonial
Age.” Have we? Just like the Christian
way of life, it has remained a wishful
dream. If we ever want to get away
from the continued bloodbath, we
have to talk to each other, negotiate,
accept compromises, possibly before
the International Court of Justice in The
Hague.

At least South Africa, Ireland and
Spain are protesting the horrific goings-
on in Palestine. Hopefully soon they will
be joined by the Scandinavian nations.

How anybody can vote against an
armistice for any reason, as the USA
and Germany are doing, is beyond my
understanding of being human.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Su‘pport for SLAC
I live just inside the catchment area
for the Valley Voice, closer to Nelson
— where I’ve been involved in cultural
development for four decades — than
Silverton, but I care deeply about the arts
across our region. So I read with alarm in
the February 22 issue about challenges
between the Slocan Lake Arts Council
(SLAC) and the Village of Silverton.
When I moved to Nelson in 1981,
there were people in our resource-
based town who dismissed artists as
a flaky fringe group. Then, when the
mill closed and the economy looked
dire, a new summer school of the arts
drew people from across the province,
and the region’s first Artwalk brought
businesses — well, business! Those flaky
artists became serious contributors to
Nelson’s recovery as realtors and others
began touting Nelson as an arts town.
The arts council began meaningful
dialogue with the City towards reliable
annual funding, and in 2003 an economic

impact assessment of the arts revealed
the robust economic generator the
sector had become, thanks to financial
investment by local government and
creative enterprise by the arts sector. It
was a win-win situation.

That council meeting, as reported,
reminded me of Nelson in the early *80s.
It doesn’t have to be that way.

The Silverton Gallery was a cultural
gem — and it could be again. The folks
in SLAC want to see a glorious old
building restored, and to have a home
for art, music, theatre and more — the
better to build community, foster pride,
and contribute to the economy. It appears
they’re ready to put the work in — as
volunteers! — to make that happen.
Yet the months that have elapsed have
resulted in lost revenues, momentum,
and community opportunities. It’s been
a lose-lose situation.

It’s important to understand how
community arts organizations are
funded. Grants are almost entirely
project-related; available funding for
operating expenses — rent, utilities,
office — is limited. Prospective funders
look for local government investment
when deciding where grants will go,
so it’s pretty clear where the support
needs to be.

While local government support
attracts grant money, nothing will
happen without the projects to inspire
the funding in the first place — and a
bricks-and-mortar arts centre is gold!
There is significant funding out there
with the potential to make the Silverton
Gallery again a point of pride, with an
arts organization that wants to make
good things happen, but the ducks need
to line up first —and it appears the ducks
are running amok.

A vibrant arts sector is a measure
of the well-being of any community. It
makes a statement visible to everyone,
including people who may be inspired
to join the community — and who will
become taxpayers, the better to support
the things that enhance quality of life
in Silverton. So it makes sense for the
Village to look for ways to support
SLAC, because the returns will be
multiplied exponentially.

To my mind, the Village of Silverton
should be unanimous in its desire to
empower this organization to make
it happen. I truly hope that the next
article about this topic reports a positive
outcome, including an affordable lease
and reliable annual funding, so that the
mayor, council, and Village staff can
move on to more pressing business
and SLAC can continue creating great
programming for the community and its
visitors to enjoy.

Anne DeGrace
Bonnington/South Slocan

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0



6 I COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice March 7, 2024

RDCK budget meetings held for Slocan Valley residents

by Jan McMurray

Regional District of Central
Kootenay representatives presented
the RDCK budget — and its tax
implications — at Slocan Park Hall
February 27 and New Denver
February 28. About 30 members of
the public attended in Slocan Park
— a very good turnout for a budget
meeting.

Yev Malloff, the RDCK’s chief
financial officer, gave the presentation
and Area H Director Walter Popoff
chaired the meetings. Malloff
explained that the budget is in draft
form until it is passed by the board of
directors, which is scheduled for the
March 21 board meeting.

The RDCK estimates that it will
collect 9.3% more in taxes this year
over last year — about $42.3 million
this year vs. $38,680,917 last year.
How this tax burden is divided up
depends on where you live and how
many RDCK services you receive.

Area H as a whole will be paying
7% more in RDCK taxes this year
over last year. The Village of Slocan’s
RDCK taxation is climbing by almost
14%. New Denver’s is increasing only
3.8% and Silverton’s is decreasing by
2%.

Several concerns were expressed
by members of the public at the
Slocan Park meeting. People were
concerned about downloading from
senior governments, inflated real
estate prices driving up property
assessments, and the high salaries

of RDCK employees, especially the
CAO. In New Denver, one taxpayer
expressed concern about increasing
taxes when the ability to pay was
going in the other direction. Director
Popoff and CFO Malloff answered
some questions at the Slocan Park
meeting, but in the interests of
finishing the budget presentation in
a reasonable amount of time, Popoff
offered to stay behind after the
meeting to discuss people’s concerns.

The RDCK provides 186 services
in total to 11 electoral areas and nine
municipalities in the region, Malloff
explained. Not all communities
receive the same services — the
number of RDCK services provided
in each area and municipality varies.
Each service has its own budget, and
residents pay only for the services
that their municipality or community
participates in.

The 186 services can all fit under
eight categories: governance and
administration; resource recovery
(garbage, recycling); recreation and
parks; fire protection; sustainability,
development, planning and land use;
building inspection; water systems;
taxation to fund organizations
providing library service, community
halls, museums, recreation.

Some of the drivers of the RDCK
tax increase are inflation, high interest
rates putting pressure on borrowing
costs,and a cost-of-living increase on
all RDCK staff salaries and director
stipends. This wage increase is based

for Grades 9 & 10.

to register for Kindergarten now!

Development)!

a few overnight trips.

with the school for date.

W.E. Graham Community
School Registration 2024/2025

Great things are happening at W. E. Graham Community School. We
are now accepting registrations for all students in grades Kindergarten
through 10 including applications for the Valhalla Wilderness Program

W.E. Graham endeavours to engage students through a wide variety
of outdoor and experiential opportunities.

Primary Outdoor Program (POP): spends at least two afternoons
a week exploring the local environment and is actively involved in the
use of an outdoor classroom area on the Slocan River. You may have
seen them out in the community with their fancy backpacks! It’s time

Our Intermediate Class (WILD): is a multi-aged community
focused classroom that is based on character and leadership development.
This class calls themselves WILD (Wilderness Intermediate Leadership

Outdoor Environmental Leadership Program (OELP) Grades 7
-8 have the opportunity in which to combine experiential activities, and
core academics to create a program that fosters leadership, resilience,
self-confidence, and awareness of the outdoors. The program offers,
cooking, photography, technology, robotics, art, and many day trips and

The Valhalla Wilderness Program (VWP) is a one-of-a-kind
junior (Grade 9 and 10 only) wilderness program that has achieved an
international reputation for excellence. This program focuses on creating
a learning experience which involves backcountry skiing, mountain
biking, hiking and canoeing. Students receive certificates in avalanche
awareness as well as first aid. This program involves 5 to 6 extended out
trips as well as day trips every Friday. In conjunction with the outdoor
experience, the students are also in class for a regular selection of
academic classes and integrated curriculum experiences. Spaces in this
program are limited and an application process is required in addition to
aregular registration form. If you are not in the W.E. Graham catchment
area, it is important that you complete a school transfer very soon.

We will be hosting a Kindergarten Orientation in June. Check in

If you have any question regarding our school or the programs,
please contact principal, Mike Hurley at 250-355-2212 or mike hurley @
sd8.bc.ca. Check our website at weg.sd8.bc.ca and you can find more
information and registration and transfer forms there.

on the consumer price index and is
6.2% this year. Malloff explained
that the annual increase is written
into RDCK employment agreements
and is key to staff retention and
recruitment.

Another area where costs have
increased significantly for the RDCK
this year is I'T. The software programs
the RDCK has been using for many
years are now obsolete and the
organization must now pay monthly
subscriptions for its software. Cyber
security costs are also rising, Malloff
said.

The Recreation service in the
southern Slocan Valley now includes
Krestova Park, Campbell Fields and
the Old Schoolhouse property as well
as Recreation Commission No. 8.
Area H South residents pay for this
service. The parks that all Slocan
Valley residents, including residents
of the three municipalities, contribute
tax dollars to include Galena Trail,
Bigelow Bay, Winlaw Nature Park
and Crescent Valley Beach.

Fire protection service makes
up the largest portion by far —
usually about half — of the RDCK
tax bill. The Slocan Valley service,
which includes the Crescent Valley,
Passmore, Winlaw and Slocan fire
halls, is estimated to have a 6.9%
tax requisition increase over 2023,
mostly due to regulatory requirements
to replace equipment, including
fire engines for Crescent Valley
and Winlaw. In the north valley,
some Area H residents receive fire
protection service from New Denver
through an agreement between the
Village of New Denver and the
RDCK.

Transit costs are rising because of
wage increases and costs of facilities,
but the service is also expanding.
Reserve funds of $100,000 are being
used to offset the increase. New
Denver and Silverton will each pay
7% less this year for the service, while
Slocan and Area H will pay more (7%
and 9% respectively).

RDCK tax bills: the
numbers

Here’s how the increases affect
Slocan Valley residents, based on
$250,000 of property assessment.
Area H

Overall, Area H taxes are going
up 7% or $76,333, from $1.09 million
to $1.17 million in 2023. Area H
South residents are provided with
19 RDCK services. They will pay
$581.87 per $250,000 of property
value.

Fire: $269.97; Transit: $56.13;
Rec Commission: $40.29; Rural
Admin: $36.61; Regional Parks:
$32.13; General Admin: $27.92;
Garbage/recycling: $24.67; Planning
& Land Use: $18.35; Emergency
Planning: $17; Building Inspection:
$16.29; Library: $14.77; Emergency
Communications 911: $9; TV: $6.21;
Community Sustainability: $4.26;
GIS: $4.25; Discretionary grants:
$1.51; Streetlighting (South Slocan):
0.94; EDC: $1.59.

Area H North residents get 18
RDCK services if they participate in
the fire service, and 17 if they don’t.

Per $250,000 of property value,
residents who are fire participants
will pay $317, compared to $303.43
last year. Those who do not receive
the fire service will pay $200.66 per
$250,000, up from $196.05 in 2023.

Fire protection: $107.38; Rural
Administration: $29.29; Parks:
$25.70; General Administration:
$22.33; Resource Recovery: $19.73;
Recreation Commission: $15.39;
Planning & Land Use: $14.68;
Emergency Planning: $13.60;
Building Inspection: $13.03; TV
Society: $9.54; Cemetery: $8.77;
Emergency Communications:
$7.20; Transit: $5.17; GIS: $3.40;
Community Sustainability: $3.40;
Summit Lake Ski Hill: $2.33;
Economic Development Commission:
$1.27; Discretionary Grants: $1.20.
Village of Slocan

The Village of Slocan’s total
RDCK taxation is increasing by
almost 14% or $25,726, from
$187,969 to $213,695. Slocan
residents receive 12 RDCK services.

The RDCK tax bill for Village
of Slocan residents is estimated at
$471.34 per $250,000 of assessed
property value. This is up from
$468.76 last year. Most of that bill
- $269.97 - is for the fire service.
The second most expensive service
is transit, at about $65 per $250,000.
Regional Parks comes next at $32.13.
General administration — to keep
the lights on at the RDCK office
building in Nelson — makes up
$27.92 of the bill on a $250,000
home. Resource Recovery (garbage
and recycling) costs $26.33 per
$250,000. Building inspection costs
$16.29. Emergency planning costs

$17, emergency communications
(911 service) costs $9, GIS service is
$4.25, discretionary grants $2.05 and
economic development commission
costs $1.59.
Village of New Denver
New Denver residents participate
in 13 RDCK services and will
collectively pay 3.8% more in RDCK
taxation this year, from $150,283 last
year to $156,003. A $250,000 home
will pay $175.76 in RDCK taxes this
year, compared to $165.85 last year.
Regional Parks: $25.70; Transit:
$23.58; General Admin: $22.33;
Resource Recovery: $18.71;
Recreation Commission: $15.39;
Emergency Programs: $13.60;
Building inspection: $13.03; TV
Society: $9.54; Cemetery: $8.77;
Emergency Communications: $7.20;
GIS: $3.40; Summit Lake Ski Hill:
$2.33; Economic Development
Commission: $1.27.
Village of Silverton
Silverton’s RDCK tax requisition
is going down by 2.1%, from $77,302
to $75,664. Residents will pay
$176.51 per $250,000 of property
assessment this year, where they
paid $186.10 last year. Silverton
participates in 14 RDCK services.
Transit: $39.59; Parks: $25.70;
General Administration: $22.33;
Recreation Commission: $15.39;
Emergency Planning: $13.60;
Building Inspection: $13.03;
Resource Recovery: $10.95; TV
Society: $9.54; Cemetery: $8.77;
Emergency Communications:
$7.20; GIS: $3.40; Community
Sustainability: $3.40; Summit
Lake Ski Hill: $2.33; Economic
Development Commission: $1.27.

More than $1 million announced

for Kaslo infoNet

submitted

The Kaslo infoNet Society
will receive more than $1 million
in provincial and federal funding
to bring high-speed broadband
internet access to 310 homes.
The funding was announced on
March 4.

“Faster and more reliable
internet access will make a big
difference for people in these
communities,” said Brittny
Anderson, MLA for Nelson-
Creston. “Completing a degree
online, starting a small business, or
getting a great remote job will all
be within reach of these residents,
which will help strengthen our
community and local economy.”

The first project will connect
262 homes in Ainsworth Hot
Springs, Argenta, Cooper Creek,
Howser, Kaslo, Lardeau, Meadow
Creek, and Shutty Bench. The
provincial and federal governments
each provided $427,382 in funding
towards this project.

The second project will connect
48 homes in Johnsons Landing,
Kaslo, and Riondel. The provincial
and federal governments each
provided $99,141 in funding
towards this project.

“As a community non-profit,
Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN)

has direct experience with the
impact connectivity can have in
small, rural communities. We’ve
seen first-hand how access to
high-speed Internet can transform
lives, enabling local businesses to
thrive, students to learn without
boundaries, and health care
services to be delivered more
efficiently. This generous funding
acknowledges the crucial role
of connectivity in levelling the
playing field for rural areas, and
we are both excited and grateful
for the opportunity. Through this
investment, KiN is committed
to enhancing digital access and
ensuring that our community not
only stays connected but also
moves forward together in today’s
increasingly digital world,” said
Isaac Maxfield, executive director
of Kaslo infoNet Society.

This federal and provincial
funding commitment is part of
an existing agreement between
the governments of Canada and
British Columbia. In March 2022,
both governments announced a
historic partnership to invest up to
$830 million to connect households
in all remaining rural, remote
and Indigenous communities
throughout the province to high-
speed Internet.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

It’s been an odd winter in the
Kootenays, and winter recreation
has been feeling the heat.

“We got two weeks in,” said
Eric Waterfield, president of Summit
Lake Ski and Snowboard Area. “It
was a good two weeks. Could have
been a lot better if we had snow!”

It’s a sad sight these days, with
rocks and shrubs poking through,
even with the snow in early March.
On Monday, Waterfield told the
Valley Voice they could be open this
weekend if we get six inches of snow
this week. “Fingers crossed,” he
says. “Keep doing the snow dance!”

Last year, the hill had 65 open
days. High school students from
Lucerne Elementary Secondary
School in New Denver had plans to
complete CSIA and CASI ski and
snowboard instructor certification,
but those plans were postponed, then
postponed again.

The ski area hired six staff for

s
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Summit Lake Ski Hill had ‘two good weeks’

this season, who only got about three
weeks of work in before the snow
disappeared. But the Alpine Kitchen
at the day lodge has stayed open,
even if the ski runs aren’t.

“We got a great kitchen
contractor in there, Victoria
Youmans,” he said. “She’s still
trying to do stuff, working to sell off
her inventory. She’s doing meals up
there throughout the week.”

Without snow, Waterfield said
they’ve been able to complete work
on two projects, a new building for
storing the groomer and a handle
tow hut. Plans for a day lodge update
have been put on hold. All the pieces
are in place to get things started,
but the money’s just not there, said
Waterfield.

When it can get in motion, the
project will preserve the rental shop
section of the current day lodge.
The new section will replace the
bathrooms, kitchen, and seating
areas. There will be updated heating,
better insulation, and an improved

Positive progress in Kootenay Lake

by Cassandra Morrison

Nearly a decade after the collapse
of the kokanee salmon population
in Kootenay Lake, recovery efforts
are looking promising, all thanks
to a valiant and sustained effort by
researchers, First Nations and sport
anglers alike.

Two annual meetings were
recently held on February 26 and 27
in Balfour and the Lardeau Valley
Community Centre in Meadow
Creek to update the community
on kokanee recovery efforts thus
far, what actions will take place
to continue to encourage kokanee
numbers and what locals can do
to help. The message the team of
biologists and aquatic specialists
with the BC Ministry of Water, Land
and Resource Stewardship wanted
to convey to interested parties in
Meadow Creek on February 27
was certainly hopeful, and their
enthusiasm for better days ahead
on the lake was evident throughout
the room.

The number one question on the
minds of the attendees in Meadow
Creek — when can anglers catch and
keep kokanee from Kootenay Lake
again? The answer to that is hard
to predict, but the team from the
ministry is hopeful.

“We have to estimate survival
for a couple of years. There has to
be a surplus [of kokanee],” Fisheries
Section Head Matt Neufeld said,
but the numbers as they stand right
now show that it won’t be next year
just yet. “Maybe three or four years
away still, but it all depends on that
survival rate.”

As BC Fish Restoration
Biologist, Marley Bassett told the
eager Meadow Creek crowd earlier
on in the presentation, “The low
numbers of fish in the lake are
surviving over twice as much as they
were in the past ten years. This is the
first time we’ve seen survival levels
go up since the collapse... so it’s a
really good sign.”

Background

It was in the early 2010s
when Kootenay Lake experienced
a devastating hit to its kokanee
population. This unprecedented
collapse occurred over a couple
of years, soon after prime climate
conditions for reproduction and the
fish populations in the lake soared.
With both a sudden increase in
kokanee and its predators — Gerrard
rainbow and bull trout — a “runaway
effect” was created in the lake, which
quickly became a recipe for disaster.

As predators began consuming
a significant portion of the healthy
kokanee population and with no
significant measures in place to stop
them at the time, they eventually
extinguished an overwhelming
number of kokanee by 2012 — a
devastating hit to the ecosystem in
the lake. The collapse of kokanee
populations wasn 't officially recorded
until 2015, when it became clear to
the biologists observing the Meadow
Creek spawning channel that kokanee
numbers had plummeted drastically
and conservation measures were
desperately needed to save the species
in the lake.

Now, in early 2024, the team is
optimistic about seeing a healthy
kokanee population return to
Kootenay Lake once again.

2023 efforts

Neufield informed the crowd
about last year’s efforts. In spring
2023, the Kaslo River saw a reduction
in bull trout with 384 spawners
removed from the river. The north arm
of Kootenay Lake also saw a positive
reduction in rainbow trout spawners,
with 441 removed along with an
additional 259 bull trout spawners.

This program was a collaborative
approach between First Nations,
government, private consultants and
angling guide volunteers. Using nets
and angling among other measures,
the multi-tiered effort took place
over several weeks at the north arm
of Kootenay Lake and the Duncan

foundation.

“It will probably end up looking
pretty much the same as the old one
inside, because we like the old look,”
said Waterfield.

Operating since 1961, Summit
Lake is run by a non-profit and
board members like Waterfield are
volunteers. Funds are tight, and a
season like this is no help.

Not the only ones

This winter coincides with an
El Nifio year, bringing warmer
temperatures and wetter weather.
The last two years being La Nifia —
the opposite, causing colder weather
— have created the “illusion” of
winter, said Kip Drobish of Valhalla
Hills Nordic Ski Club.

Drobish and Valhalla Hills have
also been at the whim of it all.
Numbers are way down from last
year.

“December was poor, and then it
got super cold in January so nobody
wanted to ski then,” said Drobish.
“We’ve got a lot of Goldilocks

and Lardeau Rivers. The combined
effort was reflected in the kokanee
numbers over the 2023 season, with
an increase in spawner returns and
juvenile survival between 0-1 and 1-2
years. Similar numbers are forecasted
again for 2024.

Approximately 156,000 kokanee
spawners were recorded late last year
in the fall of 2023, with a combined
43 million eggs between them. This
number is forecasted to more than
double in fall 2024 based on the fall
2023 in-lake kokanee population.

An additional 2.5 million kokanee
eggs were stocked at the Meadow
Creek spawning channel in the fall of
2023. Another approximately 250,000
eggs were stocked at Summit Creek
near Creston. Further funding for
stocking the spawning channels will
also be available for this upcoming
fall.

It’s a fine balancing act for aquatic
specialists and fish biologists as they
work hard to replenish kokanee
stocks in the lake. Despite the push
for a reduction in predators, Aquatic
Specialist Will Warnock said that
they are continually watching the
numbers to ensure that the rainbow
and bull trout never go below their
conservation trigger numbers in
order to maintain a healthy balance
in the lake.

“It’s not quite apples to apples to
compare 50 to 100 Gerrards to how
much kokanee there are annually
in the lake,” he explained. “The
best metric to go by is kokanee
survival and that tells us where we are
concerned in measuring the balance
between the two overall.”

The legend of the heyday of
Kootenay Lake still lives on. While
locals still long for the days of the
massive Gerrard rainbow trout, the
decline in kokanee means that the
Gerrard in 2024 just aren’t as big as
they used to be. No doubt, this has had
a domino effect on Kootenay Lake in
more than a few ways. This substantial
decrease in size and attractiveness for

skiers.”

The cold weather in January is
what made it possible for Summit
Lake to be open for two weeks, but
also what kept people away from
the cross-country trails. Drobish
said people just aren’t as inspired to
ski this year.

“It rained again,” he said.
“We have what some have called
‘portages’ between the snow: take
your skis off, carry them across the
rocks, put them back on.”

Skiers are flexible, but the
groomers can’t be lifted up and
carried over the rocks, and driving
over the bare ground will damage
them.

Mike Koolen with the North
Slocan Trails Society said the cross-
country trails up in Sandon have also
been affected. The only plus side is
that the groomer has been out less
frequently, so gas expenses have
been lower.

On the other side of the coin is
Keara Shepherd, newly appointed

all the fish species involved means not
only is the ecosystem out of balance,
but angling activity on the lake has
taken a big hit, too.

“By far the most impactful
predator reduction happens through
anglers,” said Warnock. “But we
have a little bit of a problem... We
still need to harvest more predators to
rebalance the ecosystem, but there’s
been a lot lower effort from anglers
due to low numbers of kokanee.”
Angler incentive program

That is where the Kootenay Lake
Angler Incentive Program comes
in. The KLAIP will continue this
upcoming summer to encourage local
sport anglers and tourists to get out on
the water and help keep the predator
population down. Launched in 2020,
the program, which includes an app
as of 2023, has been successful so
far, with just over 23,000 harvests
registered in three years.

Anglers are encouraged to meet

I

president of the Nakusp and Area
Bike Society.

“I biked on Christmas Eve!”
she said. “The trails are awesome
out there.”

Shepherd said mountain biking
is usually accessible on the lower
trails of Mount Abriel all winter, you
just have to be willing to bike in the
snow. This year however, there’ve
been just a few slippery sections, but
“that just makes it more fun.”

“I wanted to try ski-biking at
Summit this year so badly!” said
Shepherd. “But we know how that
turned out.”

Ski-biking is exactly what it
sounds: a bike with skis instead of
wheels.

There could be an opportunity
yet to trying ski-biking this year.

“It’s late in the year, but I'd
still like to see some white on the
ground,” Waterfield said. “I'd like
it if we could get enough snow to
reopen. That’s my dream. I haven’t
given up.”

- kokanee recovery efforts bring hope for future fishing

their daily quota for trout and register
each fish they harvest from the lake,
by submitting the heads to one
of four official depots. Each head
submitted enters them in for a draw
to win, including cash prizes and
more. Anglers can also register their
harvest of rainbow or bull trout using
the MyCatch app, which also helps
researchers like Warnock log the size
of each catch.

“We did see some of the rainbow
trout from last summer are getting
larger than some others we have
seen in the lake over the years since
collapse,” Warnock told the crowd.
“The largest (last summer) was 80
centimetres. Quite a large rainbow
trout!”

More information about the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program and upcoming events
for 2024 will be posted soon on
kootenaylakeanglerincentiveevents.
ca.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Council approved a Development
Variance Permit (DVP) submitted by
Kaslo Community Services (KCS).
The DVP was originally approved
at the December 12 council meeting.
However, neighbours Rod Dunnett
and Tracy Wallace’s letters of concern
were left out of the package prepared
for council’s consideration. At the
January 9 meeting, council decided
to reconsider the variance, giving
KCS and Dunnett and Wallace the
opportunity to discuss the concerns.
Patrick Steiner, co-executive
director of KCS, emailed the Village
to say they had offered many
suggestions on ways to mitigate their
concerns, but “the discussion has led
us to believe that nothing short of
completely redoing our building plans
and not asking for this variance will
be satisfactory to them.” He also says
they plan to continue discussions with
them, and will consult with them on

Hospice Society of
North Kootenay Lake
invites you to:

GOOD GRIEF

“Grieving is necessary,
unavoidable and a vital part
of being human. Join us as
we explore ideas that will
equip us while coping with
the pain of loss.”
SATURDAY MARCH 23
10AM - 2PM
(LUNCH INCLUDED)

ST. MARK’S CHURCH IN THE
MILLER ROOM
With a guest speaker
RSVP BY MARCH 18
BY EMALIL: hospice@kaslo.org
OR PHONE: 250-353-2299

the retaining wall and fence along the
shared property line.

Steiner says KCS has spent close
to a year and a half, along with
considerable expenses, developing the
expansion plans. He says the impacts
on both neighbours were considered
and “taken into account as best we
could while still meeting the needs of
our organization’s growth.”

Council also received letters
expressing concerns about the
development from Linda Lynch, who
lives across the street from KCS, and
from the daughter of Dunnett and
Wallace.

Dunnett and Wallace’s concerns
relate to potential slope instability,
and negative effects on views from
their property. In an email included
in the meeting’s agenda, Dunnett
suggested that KCS collaborate with
the Kaslo Library to build a suite of
offices above the proposed new library
building. KCS objected, saying that
it would not offer enough privacy for
its clients.

The DVP will reduce the easterly
side yard setback from 4.5 metres
to 1.66 metres, and reduce the
number of on-site parking spaces,
to accommodate an addition to the
existing building. The addition,

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting

* Weekly Instore Specials
. J

KASLO & AREA IS
Kaslo council, February 27: Kaslo Community Services

development variance permit approved... again

designed by Cover Architecture,
will add about 1,000 square feet
for offices, waiting area, therapy,
accessible washroom, and a meeting
room. A second storey on the addition
will provide residential space for
emergency and transitional use.

South Beach

Council received 36 letters from
residents with concerns about the
development proposal for South
Beach.

Arena improvements

The Kaslo & District Arena
Resiliency Upgrades will proceed,
thanks to a $128,000 grant from the
Columbia Basin Trust. The upgrades
include installing a backup generator,
heat pumps, and air filtration systems,
along with conducting an accessibility
assessment and preparing designs
for kitchen redevelopment. Total
expenses for the project are $160,000.

In addition to the grant, the Village
must also contribute 20% of project
costs ($32,000) from other sources,
which will be determined during 2024
budget deliberations.

The project is being done in
collaboration with the Kaslo &
District Arena Society (KDAS), the
Kaslo Curling Club (KCC), and Area
D Director Aimee Watson. The arena
is owned by the Village and is leased
to the KDAS, which sublets to the
KCC.

Langham support

The Village will provide a letter
of support for a proposal by the
Langham Cultural Society to improve
the exhibits on Japanese Canadians
interned in Kaslo during the war.

The LCC applied for funding
from the Japanese Canadian Legacies
Society (JCLS). Before the JCLS
approves the application, it requested
a letter of support from council to
confirm the community’s support for
the project.

“Before we commit to funding
the project, we wanted something in
writing that commits the Langham
Cultural Society to holding on to
this property over a period of time,
and safeguarding this particular site
because we don’t want to see our
contribution dissolved in some land
sale,” said Susanne Tabata, CEO of
the JCLS. Tabata presented to council
at the January 23 meeting.

The Langham building was
originally the Langham Hotel, built
in the 1890s. Tabata’s father was one
of the Japanese Canadians interned in
the building in 1942.

FireSmart coordinator

The Village’s new FireSmart
Coordinator, Jessie Lay, gave a
presentation to council about her role
and what she will be working on.
Last summer, Lay was the wildfire
mitigation specialist with the Regional
District.

“I feel really fortunate to jump
in where I have because there’s been
a lot of really good work around
FireSmart happening in the Village
for a long time,” she said at the
meeting. “We don’t have to reinvent
the wheel; we’re just looking to

keep that momentum going and stay
engaged in the community.”

Lay and the FireSmart
Committee’s workplan will focus
on the seven FireSmart principles:
education, emergency planning,
interagency cooperation, vegetation
management, cross-training,
development considerations, and
legislation and planning. Education
is the biggest part of her role as
coordinator.

Lay said they have received
funding for public outreach, to
collaborate with the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society. Together,
they will plan community field trips
to do ‘before and after’ tours of fuel
reduction work on municipal land.

In tandem with the committee,
Lay will support the FireSmart
Canada Neighbourhood Recognition
Program campaign, which focuses
on bringing neighbours together
to address wildfire threats on their
properties. She will also coordinate
the FireSmart Home Partners Program
that helps residents identify steps
to reduce wildfire risks on their
properties.

Focusing on the interagency
cooperation principle, Lay said they
will be collaborating with the RDCK,
the Village, Wildsight Youth Climate
Corps, Lardeau Valley LINKS, the
community forest society, Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
(CKISS), Kaslo and Area Volunteer
Fire Department, Kaslo and Up the
Lake Youth Network (KULYN),
and the Kaslo and Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Lay also said funding has been
secured for a youth FireSmart
coordinator. The position is open and
the hiring process is underway.
Fees and charges

Council gave the Fees and
Charges Amendment Bylaw first,
second, and third reading.

Corporate Officer Catherine
Allaway said during the meeting
that the fees and charges bylaw
presented to council and adopted in
December 2023 had an error in it in
the business licence schedule. The
one-time $1,750 application fee for
new liquor or cannabis retail stores is
being removed.

“We have never charged anybody
[this fee] because nobody has ever
applied for it,” said Allaway.

Councillor Matthew Brown
noted that the annual licence fee of
$750 for cannabis-related businesses
is significantly higher than other
businesses (the next highest is $125).
Staff will be looking into why this is.
Mr. Mercy’s Mushrooms

Council approved another DVP,
which will allow Robin Mercy of
Mr. Mercy’s Mushrooms, a home-
based business, to hire a second
seasonal, part-time employee. The
employee must not be a resident of
the property. The DVP will also allow
at least three parking spaces in the
front yard of the property rather than
on Wardner Street, which is narrow
with no shoulders. Moving parking
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onto the property will clear up traffic
congestion and ensure emergency
vehicle access.

“Ibelieve [the DVP] is justifiable,
as this additional labour does not
negatively impact neighbours and
is a net benefit to the Village and
greater West Kootenay area for both
job creation and local certified-organic
food production,” said Mercy in his
letter to the Village, included in the
agenda.

The 0.4-hectare residential lot has
one single-family home and several
accessory structures to support the
mushroom farm.

“The Official Community Plan
encourages a range of home-based
businesses that are compatible with
the quiet enjoyment of neighbouring
homes in residential areas,” reads a
staff report from February 6. “Due
to the large size of the lot and low
density of the surrounding residential
area, this small-scale mushroom farm
appears to be a compatible home
occupation.”

Municipal grants

Thirteen organizations will be
receiving support from the 2024
Municipal Grants fund.

The decision was made after some
discussion, as the Village only had
$5,000 available to give, though the
total amount requested was $5,900.
All but one organization requested the
maximum of $500. It was decided that
the $5,000 would be divided evenly
between the organizations, meaning
each will receive $418, except for the
Langham Cultural Society which will
receive its original request of $400.

-iDIDaRIDE: special event
insurance, venue rental, race timers,
and aid statin supplies

-Kaslo Car Show: expenses for
trophies, advertising, postage, door
prizes, and insurance

-Kaslo Cougars: purchasing
merchandise for fundraising

-Kaslo & Area Youth Council:
annual Pride painting supplies

-Kaslo Baseball & Softball
Association: purchase of line chalk
for games

-Kaslo Community Acupuncture
Society: purchasing supplies for
community clinics

-Kaslo Community Garden
Society: purchase hose, tools, and soil

-Kaslo Community Services
Society: funds for the Nobody’s
Perfect program

-Kootenay Lake Independent
School Society: funds to replace hot
water tank

-Kaslo Racquet Club: annual
insurance costs

-Kaslo Search and Rescue: high-
angle rope training

-Langham Cultural Society:
special exhibit for its 50th anniversary

A council resolution from 2014
states that the $400 JVH Bursary is
to come out of the Municipal Grants
fund, so this was considered separately
from the other organizations for a total
of $5,400 disbursed.

Councillor Brown recused himself
as he made the application for the
Baseball & Softball Association.
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Special to the Valley Voice

Residents of the Regional
District of Central Kootenay’s
Area D (North Kootenay Lake) are
facing the highest tax increase in the
regional district this year, mostly as a
result of having the largest increase
in property values.

Taxpayers who attended a
February 26 public meeting on the
RDCK budget in Kaslo were told
Area D will pay 14.3% more than
last year. Residents of the Village
of Kaslo are looking at a 5.6%
increase in RDCK taxes for 2024.
The overall RDCK tax requisition
across the entire regional district is
going up 9.35%.

While the numbers are expected
to change a little by the time the
final budget is passed in late March,
residents of Area D are on track to
face the highest increase of any of
the RDCK’s 11 rural areas and nine
municipalities.

“We’re going to do what we
can because we recognize it’s not
a good year for people — it’s never
a good year to increase taxation,”
said Kaslo’s mayor and RDCK
director, Suzan Hewat, who chaired
the public meeting. “But costs are
going up, regardless of what we do.
We recognize that and are trying to
do what we can on this budget.”
Higher assessment =
higher tax share

One of the biggest drivers
for Area D taxpayers is higher
assessments on their properties
— a 14.3% increase from 2023.
That means they’ll pay a higher
percentage of the RDCK'’s overall
tax bill, as their properties are, in
aggregate, a larger percentage of the
overall taxable land.

“Some services have a budget
that’s essentially the same,” said
Area D Director Aimee Watson.
“But when Area D’s assessment goes
up 14%, even though that service
stays flat, our component is going
to increase because we have more of
the assessment than we did last year.

“So we’re all sharing a pizza pie,
and all of a sudden we’re taking a
bigger piece in Area D.”

Cost of services up

As aresult, costs are up for Kaslo
and Area D’s 1,460 property owners
—especially for services shared by all
residents across the region. The total
requisition for Kaslo and Area D
combined is about $2 million, which
is about $200,000 more than last
year. Area D’s requisition is almost
$1.3 million and Kaslo’s is almost
$700,000 in the 2024 draft budget.

Pushing those increased
government costs are a 6.2%
increase in staff wages and director
stipends this year, higher borrowing
costs, inflation, new software that
has to be paid for on a subscription
basis, completion of the new
RDCK website, and staff training.
General Administration is going
to cost 11% more, while the Rural
Administration requisition increases
by 15%. (For more on the regional
budget, see ‘RDCK continues
budget discussions,” Valley Voice,
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page 18, February 22, 2024.)

One service shared by Kaslo
and Area D residents, Resource
Recovery, will see a 10% increase in
its tax request, and the same increase
in tipping fees. Residents of Kaslo
and Area D will be shelling out
$18,000 more for their shared fire
service, although that increase was
going to be $43,000 before Director
Watson committed a $25,000 grant
to the service to help with the
purchase of a vehicle. The big-ticket
items this year are a new fire chief
and fire truck.

RDCK Chief Financial Officer
Yev Mallof noted that fire services
are changing, and taxpayers can’t
rely on volunteers to completely
offset the cost of the service.

“They get an hour for training
and for being on call or going out
on a call... the rates are still very
low, we’re talking $17-20 an hour,
basically at minimum wage or a little
above... the volunteer model from

years ago basically no longer exists
across the province. Firefighters are
paid a minimal amount for the work
and the training they have to do.”

Tax dollars also have to be raised
for local community facilities like
the library, the arena and community
halls — though both Watson and
Hewat noted Area D and Kaslo
benefit greatly from volunteer
management of many facilities.

“The rate we’re paying for the
arena, because it’s run by volunteer
organizations, we’re very unusual
in that, and it’s the only reason we
can keep that arena viable, in my
opinion,” said Hewat. “If it were run
by the municipality, it would cease
to exist.”

“Huge thanks to all those
societies who run these facilities,”
said Watson.

Not everything is coming with a
higher bill this year. Transit services
will actually see a small reduction
in the ask to taxpayers, as directors

were able to use reserve funds to
offset costs.

People on community water
systems will also see small or no
increases to their water services.
Woodbury water users will see a 4%
user fee increase, but no increase
in the parcel tax. The McDonald
Creek water users’ group will see
no increases this year.

Varying bills

The RDCK tax bills vary
according to where your property is in
AreaD, as well —not all communities
get the same services. For example,
some Area D communities pay for
mosquito control while others don’t,
and some pay for fire service while
others don’t.

At the low end is Pine Ridge
and Ainsworth, where a property
owner will pay about $380 per
$250,000 of their home’s assessed
value. In Meadow Creek, the bill
will be $544.53 per $250,000 of
assessment, while Area D residents

Slocan Valley teens rescue local man near Winlaw

by Jan McMurray

Three Slocan Valley teens saved
a local man’s life on the evening of
February 18 when they found him
on the side of the road in need of an
ambulance.

“I’m calling them my heroes,”
said 67-year-old Charlie Sivell.
“They showed leadership, good
judgement and compassion — I think
we’ve found some angels there.
Their parents should be very proud
of them.”

Sivell was walking from his
home on Slocan River Road West
(the back road) to the Winlaw Mini-
Mart when his heart started racing
and he realized he was immobilized.
He leaned against a tree at the side
of the road, and slid down to the
ground. When he heard a car coming,
he turned on the bike light he carries,
put it on the ‘strobe’ setting and
waved his walking stick in front of
the light to try to communicate he
was in trouble.

Evan Currie and his girlfriend,
Acacia Suffied, were driving along
the back road to pick up one of
Acacia’s friends, Senna Kenny.
Evan says he saw the light in the

ditch between Wishloff Road and the
Winlaw bridge, but kept on going.
However, on the way back, he saw
the light again and could see there
was a person there, so he stopped.

“He said something felt wrong
and he needed help,” Evan said. I
tried to help him into my car, but he’s
a pretty big guy. He passed out in
my arms, so I told my girlfriend and
Senna to stay with him, try to keep
him conscious and upright while I
went to Winlaw to call 911.”

Evan went to Mama Sita’s
Restaurant, called 911, but found it
difficult to explain where Sivell was
and “didn’t want to risk them not
finding us.” So he told the ambulance
to meet them at the restaurant.

A restaurant employee (Mark)
and a customer with level one
first aid (Tony) got in a truck and
followed Evan back to the scene.
They got Sivell into the truck and
back to Mama Sita’s, where they met
the ambulance and the familiar faces
of paramedics Kim and Ashley.

Sivell was taken to Kootenay
Lake Hospital in Nelson, where he
stayed for five days. He has a genetic
disorder called ‘acromegaly,”a close

Check your Voyent Alert! Settings
for RDCK water system notifications

submitted

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) is asking customers
that reside within RDCK-owned and
-operated water systems to check their
location settings for the Voyent Alert!
notification system.m Recently, some
RDCK customers reported they did
not receive Voyent Alert! notifications
for their water system although they
are signed up for alerts. The RDCK
requests all water system users to
sign-up for Voyent Alert! notifications
as this is the primary method of
communication for all RDCK water
system information as well as RDCK
emergency notifications.

Customers are asked to confirm
the ‘My Location’ setting within the

Voyent Alert! app is set within the
appropriate water system. If customers
do not have the app, they can login to
their Voyent Alert! account and manage
the location setting. If the location
setting is not within the RDCK water
system servicing you, you will not
receive a notification. Communication
on upcoming projects that impact
customers will be done through Voyent
Alert!, in addition to all water quality
and system information.

Not signed up for Voyent Alert!?
Sign up for free at https://register.
voyent-alert.com to receive notifications
about your water system’s water quality,
system maintenance activities, and
water conservation by telephone call,
email, and/or text message.

cousin to giantism. He said there are
health issues that come along with his
condition, and blood clots are one of
them. This is what was happening at
the side of the back road that night.
He had a blood clot in his lower left
leg and it had moved up to his chest,
causing pulmonary edema.

“It [the blood clot] was so
massive and absolutely deadly. The
doctor said it would have taken
anyone down,” Sivell said.

The experience had an element
of the divine, Sivell said, and has
resulted in a friendship between
him and the teens. “I am filled with
gratitude. I’ve made three instant
friends,” Sivell said.

Evan says he and Acacia visit
Sivell when they can. “He gave us a
gift — he’s an artist and makes these
colouring books he gave us. It’s a
cool experience having a connection
like that with someone,” said Evan.
“We were really lucky we found him
when we did. He could have died.”

I

within the Kaslo Fire District area
will pay $490.54 per $250,000 for
their services.

Village of Kaslo homeowners
should see a virtually unchanged
RDCK tax bill this year (depending
on their assessments), with a
property being charged $468.24 per
$250,000 in assessed value.

Only a handful of citizens
attended the public meeting online or
in person at Kaslo council chambers.

RDCK directors and staff are
still working on the budget, seeking
ways to lower costs even further.
They’1l hold another special meeting
later this month to finalize the
document.

The local government has to
submit its budget to the Province for
approval by the end of March.

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

NOW HIRING!

Village of Kaslo

2024 closing date:

kaslo.ca.

Youth FireSmart Coordinator

This is a great opportunity for a youth that is com-
munity minded, curious about local level climate
change adaptation and interested in gaining wild-
fire mitigation skills and training!

The Village of Kaslo is recruiting to fill the role of
Youth FireSmart Coordinator. This is a seasonal
position working 32 hours per week. To apply,
please submit your resume and cover letter to the
Chief Administrative Officer prior to the March 15th,

cao@kaslo.ca
413 4th Street, PO Box 576
Kaslo, BC VOG 1MO0O

For further questions please contact the Kaslo
FireSmart Coordinator at 250-353-2311 or firesmart@
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Information session in Nakusp tackles workforce housing solutions

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

On February 29, an attentive
crowd of Nakusp residents attended
a public information session on
workforce housing in the area. The
main purpose of the session was to
educate and answer questions about
housing needs and possibilities.

The event was hosted by the
Nakusp and Area Development Board
(NADB), which focuses on economic
diversification and resiliency. Without
places for workers to live however,
that becomes a challenge.

“In all the conversations [NADB]
has had concerning economic
diversification, people have great
ideas but it all came down to: where
are people going to live?” said Aidan
McLaren-Caux, NADB’s economic
development coordinator.

The session was also hosted by
the Upper Arrow Housing Society
(UAHS), newly formed by NADB
to tackle the housing crisis. UAHS
is dedicated to building homes for
working people and families.
What is workforce
housing?

“Say you have a spectrum of
housing,” said McLaren-Caux.
“On one end you’ve got a single-
detached family home that sells for
market price. On the other end, you

have social, seniors, and supported
housing.”

Workforce housing, he said, is
right between the two.

“It’s not support housing, but it’s
entry-level. It’s that missing middle of
starter homes for young families and
working people.”

Quantitative data

McLaren-Caux and Dawn
Driscoll, NADB’s business advisor,
sent out a survey to residents in
January. The goal was to gather
quantitative data to support the need
for workforce housing.

At the session, Driscoll shared the
results of the survey, which garnered
145 responses.

There were two versions of the
survey, one for employers and one
for employees. Responses were
received from 107 employees and 38
employers.

“One of the most impactful
results we saw is that employers are
experiencing the trickle-down effect
of employees and potential employees
not accepting job offers because they
don’t have housing,” Driscoll said.
“Employees also have higher wage
and salary expectations due to housing
costs.”

An overarching theme, through
both the data and anecdotal comments,
is the lack of affordability and stability

in Nakusp and surrounding areas. Out
of 107 employee responses, 37 said
it took six months or more to secure
housing.

Forty percent of respondents
expressed interest in a secondary
dwelling on their property.

“It was an open-ended question,”
said Driscoll. “Many stated zoning
bylaws, lack of contractors, and
financial restrictions as barriers to
pursuing it.”

Zoning

McLaren-Caux talked about
the new zoning bylaw in Nakusp,
adopted in July 2023. Some highlights
include increased opportunities for
housing development, such as multi-
family development, carriage and
laneway homes, secondary suites,
and accessory dwelling units. It also
features a Neighbourhood Mixed
Use Commercial zone, which allows
employment, commercial, and
housing to be developed together.
And if a property within the Village
is zoned residential, a secondary suite
can be built.

“The main takeaway from
the zoning bylaw is that it’s very
permissive,” said McLaren-Caux. “Of
course there are restrictions that need
to be in place, but it’s as permissive
as a municipal zoning bylaw can be.”

There are also many incentives

from regional, provincial, and federal
governments.

“Every level of government is
throwing money at this problem,” he
said. “They’ve finally caught up to
this reality and realized that this is an
urgent problem.”

Some incentives include the BC
Housing Secondary Suite Incentive
Program, the Federal GST Rental
Rebate, the CMHC Apartment
Construction Loan Program, and the
Rental Protection Fund.

Prefab and house lifting

Gabe Tyler, owner and founder of
North Mountain Construction based
in Nelson, shared his experience as a
builder and some solutions to make the
construction process more affordable
and streamlined.

Tyler offered up prefabricated
homes as a potential solution.

“It cuts down time. You have a
reliable product,” he said. “Potentially,
you could build a series of these
homes to bring some efficiency to the
package.”

Tyler said mobilizing his company
to Nakusp to build one house would
not be very efficient. Mobilizing
any company for one home isn’t as
efficient, and local contractors can
be hard to come by. On top of that,
bringing in supplies can be costly,
especially since Nakusp is off the

beaten path.

However, if multiple homeowners
wanted to build laneway homes, for
example, and they were all the same,
costs could be cut by about 10% to
15%, he estimates.

“If you had one supplier for
millwork, one for flooring, all the same
light fixtures,” he said, “you could
have some real purchasing power by
buying in bulk.”

Prefab houses also save time, since
building components arrive partially
put together.

“And the quality standard does
not have to be sacrificed,” said Tyler.
“There are also additional cost saving
benefits due to lack of waste.”

Tyler shared some examples of
secondary suites his company has
built over the years. North Mountain
is also responsible for the new Osprey
Residence in New Denver.

Cavan Gates, director of operations
for the Village, talked about his own
personal project down in Grand Forks.
His house was lifted off the foundation
with steel beams, a new pony wall was
constructed, and a new basement suite
was built below.

“This works best for a modest
house with a non-existent or severely
damaged foundation,” said Gates.
“This way you get a new foundation
and a basement suite at the same time.”

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp * bonmarchedollar@telus.net
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
cresbay@telus.net » 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open Monday - Friday 9-5

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Tuesday - Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open 3-8 Thursday- Sunday, Happy hour 3-5. Hours will extend in the summer-
Take out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest )
Our entire collection of stylish ANIAN coats — mens’ and ladies’ - is 15% or more
off the regular price in March! If you've been eyeing a particular recycled-fabric

coat for yourself or a loved one, this may be your chance * Our first book order of
2024 is here! For all you Canadian fiction lovers, we've received all the Canada
Reads contenders and still carry most of the Giller Prize finalists, including the
winner « A wide selection of gorgeous new journals will arrive any day now ¢
Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! * Hours: Open Monday
to Saturday, 10:30 am — 4:30 pm « 250-358-2178 « Facebook & Instagram *
RavensNestBC.com ¢

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CL.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Lydia Kania celebrates 99 years

submitted
Star walker, fundraiser, and
dancer Lydia Kania proves a life

full of joy, community and music is
always a winning proposition. She
led the dancing at her 99th birthday

party February 22 at Mountain Lake
Seniors Community in Nelson,
outstepping most of the younger

Lydia Kania keeps Karl Swanson on his toes.

‘Get Your Just Desserts’ volunteer recognition event 2024

submitted

We seeitevery day in our community
— volunteers making a difference in the
lives of their friends, neighbours or even
people they don’t know! Sometimes
it’s a big thing, involving many hours
of meetings, phone calls, and emails.
Sometimes it’s just a little thing, like
dropping off a meal or taking a few
minutes to talk. Either way, “every
moment matters” and that is the theme
for Volunteer Week in Canada this year.
This theme highlights the importance of
every volunteer and each contribution
they make at a moment when we all
need support more than ever. The sharing
of time, skills, empathy, and creativity
is vital to the inclusivity, strength, and
well-being of our communities.

Volunteers work hard, and they
deserve to be recognized for the work
they do. Once again, the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society (SVCLS) is
thrilled to be honouring valley volunteers
at a free celebration during National
Volunteer Week in Canada, April 14-
20,2024. The event is happening at the

Bosun Hall in New Denver on Sunday,
April 14 from 3 to 5 pm. Join us for
an afternoon of tasty treats, great door
prizes, socializing with neighbours, and
celebrating the power of volunteers!

“This is our sixth annual ‘Get
Your Just Desserts,” says Val Mayes,
event coordinator and SVCLS board
chair. “We wish we had room for all
the volunteers in the valley, but there
isn’t a hall with that much space!”
she adds. The Slocan Valley is lucky
to have over 90 volunteer, non-profit
groups, including firefighters, parent
advisory committees, arts councils,
historical societies, trail-building groups,
early childhood supporters and seniors’
housing advocates (and many more).
There are so many dedicated citizens
giving their time and energy that the
numbers are really impressive.

So instead, each group is invited to
select up to five deserving folks to send
to the event. These could be the group’s
most active volunteers, or perhaps
someone who couldn’t make it last time.
Valley residents are also encouraged to

suggest an individual, someone who
volunteers informally rather than as part
of an organization.

The event is free to participants
thanks to funding support from CBT and
the RDCK (Area H). Registering early is
strongly encouraged as space is limited.

To register, simply send the name
of the organization and the five names
of the guests to svcls.event@gmail.
com. The best part — the guests won’t
have to do any work! More information
can be found on the website at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com.

crowd.

The gathering of 60 people
cheered Lydia on and paid tribute
to her contributions to the culture of
the Slocan Valley, where she lived
with her husband, Ed, from 1962 to
2023, raising their five children, and
raising many thousands of dollars
for construction of seniors” housing.
Friends and family attending — her
son Calvin and niece Kathy Smith
— talked about Lydia’s keen interest
in people and how she always
welcomed young people into her
life. As a poor child immigrant
from Hungary who experienced

COMMUNITY [, 11

prejudice in her young life, Lydia
welcomed newcomers to the valley
with friendship and caring.

The crowd enjoyed Lydia’s
favourite cake (black forest with
extra kirsch!) and the rousing music
of Castlegar singer Paola Welti.

Lydia’s 100th promises to be an
even bigger affair.

Adyvertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

-

The Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society hosts the sixth ‘Get Your Just Desserts' at the Bosun
Hall in New Denver on April 14 from 3 to 5 pm. This image is from a past event at the Vallican Whole.
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Money from Silverton/New Denver Benefit pouring into MSF/Doctors Without Borders account

by Moe Lyons

Great news — as of press time,
over $9,000 in donations have
been forwarded to Médecins Sans
Frontieres/Doctors Without Borders
(MSF/DWB) and additional monies
will be forthcoming after the
February in-house accounts have
been reconciled to the Turner Zion
bank account statement.

The other main source of
revenue is the silent auction, which
raised more than $5,000. Shortly,
this silent auction money and profit
made from the door, liquor sales,
food, and miscellaneous revenues
will be forwarded and recorded on
the Silverton/New Denver Benefit
link on the MSF/DWB website.

Much of the revenue other than
that from the silent auction covered
expenses, but enough should remain
so the benefit can triple, or nearly
so, the official goal of $5,000 set
early on.

Once the Turner Zion month-
end KSCU bank statement has
been reconciled with the benefit’s
accounting, additional monies will
be forwarded to MSF and will be
posted at http:/tinyurl.com/MSF-
fundraiser as they are deposited.
Anyone who is interested can
follow this page and watch the
total rise, much like fundraising
thermometers seen elsewhere. This
page can remain active so people
can continue to make donations
over the years and state they want
these to go as credit to the Silverton/
New Denver total.

This project was much
more complex than the average
fundraising event. That evening
and throughout the entire process,
money came in as cash, cheques,
e-transfers, and through Interac.
Some outside donations came in US
dollars, and these and others were
deposited directly to the Turner
Zion United Church account over a
period of five weeks. Additionally,
donations had to be dealt with
separately from other revenues and
needed detailed information for
MSF/DWB.

The reason for Turner Zion
(TZ) handling the money was
twofold. One was that MSF/DWB
does not pay out the expenses
of the fundraising group. This
made it necessary to have a third
party handle the money so that
all expenses could be dealt with
before any money was sent to
MSF/DWB. The other reason
was that having a well-respected
organization like TZ take in the
money meant people could feel
secure that their money would be
well handled. The organizers want
everyone who made donations over
$25, and who received interim tax
receipts, to understand that MSF/
DWB will issue official tax receipts
early in 2025.

“One thing I want to make
sure people realize is how much
work was left to do to sort all this
out after the event was over,” says
overall coordinator Moe Lyons. “A
huge debt of gratitude is owed to

School

W.E. Graham Community

There are many options for parents in the Slocan Valley for
schooling. So, we want to tell you about our school.

Liz Poarch and Eleanor Spangler,
as well as Therese DesCamp,
who have been going through the
laborious process of making sure
this complex skein of financial
interactions is being meticulously

teased out and accurately recorded.
This kind of work is rarely
adequately recognized, and we
want everyone to know just how
big this task has been. Folks in our
communities, myself included, have

been wondering when we would
know the final answer, and it is great
to be so close. I will be joining the
other organizers in jumping up and
down with glee when the work is
finally done!”

Our school is amazing! Our students are great communicators and
are willing and able to deal with issues and solve problems when
they arise. We are particularly proud of how the school works to
develop our students not only academically, but socially with their
peers and others in the community. Small schools face many
challenges but also offer unique opportunities.

Our school embraces outdoor activities and experiential learning.
Our students have opportunities to develop skills at every level. Our
primary and intermediate classes take swimming lessons, which are
essential when living near lakes and rivers. The entire school has the
opportunity to go to the ski-hill in the winter! Our Grade 7/8 class
camps, hikes, bikes, climbs and canoes. We are exceedingly proud
of the Valhalla Wilderness Program (Grade 9/10) which has
achieved an international reputation for excellence. Mr. Marechal
won the Prime Ministers Award for Teaching Excellence this year.
Our school is an integral part of the community of Slocan. W.E.
Graham serves the Slocan Valley by opening our doors to events
held by the Community Library, the Heritage Society, Counselling,
and Family Mediation, We host many community groups in our gym
during the evenings. Jiu Jitsu, Volleyball, Pickleball, a climbing
room, youth soccer, music lessons, badminton, first aid training.
Our Valhalla Wilderness students build, maintain and ride many of
the world class biking trails in the area.

Our school is small in population, but mighty in spirit! You could
say a reflection of our community! Our classes are multi-grade and
small in numbers.

This is just a little snapshot of our school. We could go on and on.
We are proud and pleased to offer W.E. Graham as your local, rural
community school in Slocan for your children. When you choose
W.E. Graham, you are also choosing Slocan! So, let's remember the
vital importance of supporting our local communities and work
together to create a vibrant place to call home. Please call the school
if you would like a tour and find out what we are all about! Check
out our website at https://weg.sd8.bc.ca/

Tel: 250-355-2212.

Registration for the 2024/2025 school year is ongoing now.

If you think these guys look happy here, you can just imagine how much more excited they will be now they know how much money was made!
George Meier and Gary Wright at the Silverton/New Denver Benefit for Medecins sans frontieres/Doctors without Borders.

CBT Ecosystem Enhancement funding announced

submitted

Making changes to ecosystems
in the Columbia Basin takes time,
which is why four organizations are
undertaking long-term projects to
create significant, positive impacts
with funding assistance from
Columbia Basin Trust. This latest
intake of the CBT’s Ecosystem
Enhancement Program is providing
nearly $2 million for four projects
from around the Basin.

One of these is a project of the
Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op
(SIFCo).

“Large-scale projects of this size
can make big differences when it
comes to ecological health and native
biodiversity,” said Johnny Strilaeff,
President and CEO, Columbia Basin
Trust. “Maintaining, improving,
enhancing, restoring — these are
some of the goals when it comes to
taking care of the vital landscapes
and waterscapes that make up this
region’s natural spaces.”

In addition, the Trust is providing
$257,000 for four smaller-scale
and shorter-term projects — also
prioritizing on-the-ground action —
that intend to improve ecological
health and native biodiversity. One of
these is the Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology’s Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
Habitat Enhancement project.
High-quality habitat for
rainbow trout - SIFCo

On a side channel of the Slocan
River near Lemon Creek, woody
debris will be placed in the water,
while live trees and shrubs will
be planted along the bank, all to
benefit juvenile rainbow trout by
enhancing its rearing habitat. In turn,
these actions will support the fish’s

population in the Slocan River.
“Mimicking what nature does
and allowing nature to continue doing
what it does is central to the project,”
said Stephan Martineau, manager.
“For example, introducing large
woody debris reduces floodwater
velocity and energy and provides
valuable rearing habitats for juvenile
rainbow trout. Planting trees and
shrubs will stabilize the banks,
increase shade and lower water

temperature, promoting aquatic
life sustainability while providing
additional habitat for birds and
terrestrial wildlife.”
Snk’mip Marsh — VFE
The Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology has received $32,000 from
the Trust to restore and enhance
habitat for at-risk Coeur d’Alene
salamander and western painted
turtle at the marsh, located at the
north end of Slocan Lake.

The Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative is enhancing a side channel of the Slocan River with
support from Columbia Basin Trust.
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Jeff Bonner releases new album with strong local theme

by Art Joyce

Jeff Bonner, a man of
many talents that include
sound engineering, musical
performance and songwriting,
has just released a new album
of songs titled Head to Hills.
Yes, that Hills, just north of
New Denver.

The first single to be
released from the album on
Spotify is ‘Old King Road,’
a fond look back at his
grandparents’ former home
in Bolton, Ontario. But other
song titles prove that already,
after living here only a couple
of years, the Kootenays is
proving a powerful influence
on his creativity — in songs
such as ‘Funincorporated” and
‘The Gallery,” a tribute to the
Silverton Gallery.

“These were generated
from the themes we had at
the open mic songwriting
challenges,” he says. “We had
themes like ‘the gallery’ and
‘cults,” which led to the song
‘If You Don’t Have a Cult Yet’
on the album.”

When asked about his

musical influences on the new
record, Bonner cites Canadian
legends Stompin’ Tom Connors
and Stan Rogers, alongside
the equally legendary John
Prine, with a dash of Crash
Test Dummies and Johnny
Cash thrown in. He considers
himself primarily a folk
artist. Intentionally or not,
says Bonner, there’s a lot of
Canadiana in the songs, such
as ‘Relic’s Jetboat,” a tribute
to the legendary TV series
The Beachcombers, and ‘The
Ballad of Red Hare,” in honour
of an open mic regular at
Bonner’s Tractorgrease Café
in Chilliwack who passed away
some years ago. Tractorgrease
is an anagram for ‘great
creators’ and the name of his
current production company.
The credit for the album
is shared with ‘Tractorgrease
Folk,’ to include the many guest
musicians on the album. The
album’s rhythm section features
Bill Fulton on bass and Geoff
Eyre on drums, with local guest
appearances by Hannah Lisgo
on backup vocals and Niekitah

Donnet whistling. Eyre is a
Juno award winner who has
recorded with the Moody Blues
and on the famous Terry Jacks
song ‘Seasons in the Sun.’
Fulton, a musical partner from
Bonner’s Chilliwack days,
recorded the rhythm tracks with
Eyre at his B Flat Studio there.

Bonner finished recording
the album in his Silverton
studio, mixing and mastering
all the tracks. Head to Hills
is Bonner’s third full-length
album to date. The first, The
White Owlbum, is a tribute to
Jeff Bennett, a bandmate who
passed away.

“He was my bass player
when I was in the band Relic’s
Jetboat. A few times when we
played together we had a white
owl fly by the window, and we
thought it would be neat to
have an album called that, so I
released it in his honour.”

A second album, Rhythmic
Figment, features a more
electric guitar sound than Head
to Hills, a mostly acoustic
record inspired by recent
Songwriters Unite tours with

other singer-songwriters such
as Jay Gavin. Bonner says rock
bands have a tough time these
days getting gigs and often
end up playing in pubs where
people aren’t really listening.
He puts a lot of care into writing
his lyrics and prefers a more
café-style audience who are
there to both listen and enjoy
a relaxing night out. Acoustic
instruments tend to blend more
easily into a low-key ambiance,
though he still enjoys playing
electric guitar.

Bonner developed the
Songwriters Unite format
when he was operating the
Chilliwack music venue.
When the venue was forced
to permanently shut down due
to pandemic restrictions, he
began to ramp up his touring,
taking the songwriters format
on the road. As was seen at a
Silverton Gallery event, each
songwriter performs one song
atatime in akind of song circle.
The audience is treated to three
individual styles and it takes the
pressure off a single artist who
otherwise would have to carry

the entire show.

Bonner recently performed
ata sold-out show in Chilliwack
called The Tractorgrease
Revival, featuring award-
winning fiddler Jennie Bice
— who also plays on the new
record — alongside a full slate
of bands including spoken
word artist/musician C.R.
Avery, Lonesome Town
Painters, Headlong Hearts, The
Unbranded, and others. The
show was recorded on video.

A spring tour to promote
Head to Hills is planned, with
dates confirmed so far including
the Slocan Hotel April 4, the

Langham April 5 and Rhino’s
Roasthouse in Fauquier April
6. Bonner expects to continue
touring with Jay Gavin through
to August, including a return
to the Maritimes, where he
toured to enthusiastic audiences
last fall. Although he uses the
typical streaming platforms
such as Spotify, “really I'm just
doing that to sell the shows.”
Streaming royalties are so
miserly, he supplements his
income with T-shirts and other
merchandise.

“I"'m not making music for
that reason anyway; I just love
doing it, love creating.”

It pays to advertise in the

Valley Voice

New games &
educational activities for
kids & adults, puzzles

Mumm’s sprouting
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Art from the cover of Jeff Bonner and Tractorgrease Folk's new album Head fo Hills. ie
seeds for nutritious

winter greens

Clothing & socks
New Shipment of

Sloggers rubber boots
& garden shoes
Muddy season is here.

Mens’ &.LadieS' fencing & posts
winter jackets > —,
Mens’ & Ladies
Pet Food and Farm || flannel shirts, vests
Animal Feed & hoodies

Safety salt, traction aid,
pickled sand (mix of salt
& sand)

Drywall & mud, insulation

Straw Bales §14™
Alfalfa Bales $23%

Fencing, posts, gates,
corral panels. Kootenay’s
largest supplier.

Seedling starter trays,
soil, domes, seeds

— Bird food & feeders —

Jeff Bonner has just released a new album titled Head to Hills, co-credited with Tractorgrease Folk, his guest musicians. Open 9:5 Mon-Fri, 104 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Slocan Valley musician awarded artist development grant

by Art Joyce

Ru Rose, who last year produced
the music video ‘Windigo,” has been
awarded an Amplify BC Career
Development Program grant of
$8,000.

Rose said she will use the grant to
record a debut album of 12 original
“mountain-folk/neo-indigenous
songs” with her partner and musical
collaborator Kai Cabodyna, who both
performed in and provided video
editing for ‘Windigo.” Cabodyna is
her main collaborator on the new
project, providing services as on-
location sound engineer, bassist,
percussionist, videographer and

editor.

“These songs have been
conceived in open air, held and
tended to over the past nine years
and have called to be birthed within
the conceptual container of recording
live-off-the-forest-floor within the
backwoods of our off-grid family
homestead in the mountains near
Slocan.”

The Cabodynas have made
creativity a family affair, with son
Indiana being in the Chanterelles
youth choir, learning multiple
instruments and contributing
percussion to the new song cycle.
As with ‘Windigo,’ Lisa Safarik will

Albertus Boers

Albertus (Albert, Bert) Boers
passed away on Feb 5, 2024, at
Poplar Ridge Pavilion LTC in Trail,
BC. He was 83 years old and died
of natural causes with his youngest
daughter, Karin, by his side. He is
also survived by his son, Robert
(Rob) and 5 grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his wife, Johanna,
who passed away in 2017 and his
eldest daughter, Jacqueline, who
passed away in 1964. He was also
predeceased by his eldest grandchild Charisse who passed away in 1996

Albert was born in 1940 in Nijmegen, the Netherlands and married
Johanna in 1963. After living in Switzerland for a number of years, he
moved with his wife and family to Calgary in 1977. Albert and Johanna
also lived in Maple Ridge, BC before retiring in 2004 and moving to
Hills, BC.

At Albert’s request, there will be no service.

provide videography support, with
Vanessa Deverell on backing vocals,
Sonico Waira on native flute, and
Shawn Fisher on violin. Barry Jones
of Sincerity Studios will mix the
album and Tyrell Jordan will provide
final mastering of the recordings.
The plan is to record songs live on
location with an F6 field recorder
and professional microphones,
simultaneously capturing video
footage. Many of the basic tracks
have already been recorded at Slocan
Valley locations.

“This was not always easy,” says
Rose. “Weather, wind, a plane or the
odd loud squirrel chatter would ruin
a take. Patience and attunement with
the land and soundscape was the key
component.”

A challenge for Rose was the
fact that she was pregnant during
these initial recording sessions, so
maintaining the breath capacity to
sustain her singing took extra work
and focus. She says she isn’t a
trained musician, doesn’t read music,
and struggles with memorization.
She taught herself acoustic guitar
while living in New York City as
an architectural interior designer
15 years ago. Living in one of the
world’s largest cities didn’t sit well
with her, prompting a period of

travel and exploration around the
world. Often she painted murals in
the places she visited. And as often
happens with seekers looking for a
place to nourish their creative spirit,
she discovered the Slocan Valley. It
was here she met the late Bo Conlan
in a women’s singing circle and
began to develop her singing voice.
To date she has only just begun her
performing career, doing shows with
Radio Free Winlove, Winlaw Water
Days, and at the Kootenay Herb
Conference. But for now, performing
at farmers’ markets isn’t her first
choice.

“My songs are intimate, not the
kind that marry well as background
music during a loud market day. The
intimate nature of these songs calls for
an intentional somatic sound bathing
experience, like a soulful prayer.”

Watch for an upcoming candle-
lit album release show and cultural
exhibit at the Vallican Whole later this
year. Rose says it’s been a challenge
juggling responsibilities of tending to
a newborn and homeschooling their
son while applying themselves to
the steep learning curve of recording
and producing an album. When
completed, the project will include a
music video to accompany each of the
12 songs. The album will be available

It is with great sadness that our
family must announce the passing
of Timothy Charles Garton, aka
Timmy Timewarp (of Timewarp Tie
dyes). He passed away on February
17, at Kootenay Lake Hospital after
a one-year battle with cancer. He is
survived by his wife, Michelle; his
two sons, Charlie and Jocko; his
mother, Pat; his sister, Isabella; his
niece and great niece, Shianne and
CeCe; as well as by hundreds of family and friends across the globe.

Tim was born in Guelph, Ontario on March 14, 1967, where he
remained until he graduated high school and quickly moved to Vancouver,
BC. A few years later he found his way to the Slocan Valley where he
settled and raised his family.

Timmy was an artist, a musician, a magician, a singer, a songwriter,
fisherman, a gardener, an explorer of the universe and a follower of the
Grateful Dead. He played in a band called the Wild Turkeys for 25 years
and hosted many, many Thanksgiving potlucks with the band. Some called
him the “king of the wild turkeys.”

He faced his cancer journey with grace, strength and courage that
we can only hope to have if we are ever faced with such a challenge. He
asked that we all practice being kind and loving each other. He was very
disturbed by all the division and fighting amongst our community. We need
to all remember that tomorrow is never promised and to make the very best
of each day we are given. Go on adventures, fulfill your heart’s desires,
keep dancing, travel, love, laugh and be grateful every day. Be kind and
make the world a better place. Timmy chose to live until he passed —even
performing a ukulele number for his friends the day before he died. “I
know you Rider” with the line “you’re gonna miss me when I’'m gone.”

Timmy was laid to rest at the Dumont Creek Cemetery on February
24.The ceremony was full of love, laughter, tie dyes, music and flowers.
We would like to express how thankful we are for the people at Dumont
Creek and the doctors and staff at Kootenay Lake Hospital. Every person
we have encountered has been wonderful, kind and compassionate. Finally,
there are no words to express my gratefulness and thanks to our Kootenay
family, our Grateful Dead family, and the entire community in helping
us navigate this last year and especially the last few weeks. I am certain
that we could not have done it without you.

Rest easy Timmy. Sleep in the Stars. We love you more than words
can tell. May the four winds blow you safely home. And, until we meet
again, you know our love will NEVER fade away.

Ru Rose, who last year produced the music video ‘Windigo,” has been awarded an Amplify BC
Career Development Program grant of $8,000.

through the usual online streaming
channels, in addition to CDs. Her
design background will be put to use
in creating album cover artwork using
homemade inks, including locally
foraged black walnut ink or garden-
grown onion-skin dye. She says this
approach integrates fully with the
musical themes of the songs.

“This album is an ode and anthem
for of the revival of an atavistic Earth,
of celebrating Nature within and
without, living intimately with the
cycles and seasons, and of finding
home. This album is an intimate
prayer for future generations to
come.”

Other musicians in the region
who recently received Amplify
BC’s Career Development Program
include Jayli Wolf of Creston and Ben
Fox of Castlegar. This round of grants
support 105 emerging and established
artists in BC with more than $1.1
million to record songs, film music
videos, and market their music and
intellectual property.

Amplify BC’s Live Music
Program recipients, also recently
announced, include music festivals
Shambhala, Unicorn Music Festival
in Salmo, Massif Music Festival
Society in Nelson, and Tiny Lights
in Ymir.

Dress in your
best to celebrate
poetry at the
Nakusp Public
Library

submitted by Nakusp Public Library

Lurking among us are some
lovers of poetry, ink frothing at the
corners of their mouths in anticipation
of Poetry Month (you can thank
poet Mark Strand for that image).
In addition to sharing our favourite
poetry throughout April with (willing)
patrons who stop in, the Nakusp
Public Library will be hosting two
poetry evenings.

On Thursday, April 18 at 7 pm,
join award-winning poets Jane Byers,
Leesa Dean and Rayya Liebich
for an evening of all things poetry:
author readings, poetry mad libs,
writing prompts and more! Bring your
notebooks for interactive activities.

The Nakusp Public Library’s
annual Poetry Night returns Thursday,
April 25, 7-9 pm. This much-
anticipated and well-attended library
event is one you won’t want to miss!
In addition to poetry, local musicians
Rachelle Champagne (recorder)
and Miranda Hughes (viola) will be
accompanying the event.

Inhonour of poetry and the clothes
in your closet that never get to go out
on the town, we are encouraging all
presenters and audience to dress in
their finest finery. To further enhance
this evening’s program, Evelyn
Goodell, Nakusp Library’s Friends
of the Library coordinator, will be
honouring Ilva Mallam, who played
a significant role in the development
of our lovely library. We look forward
to seeing you at the library’s Poetry
Night Thursday, April 25.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Mayor Tom Zeleznik and
Councillor Tina Knooihuizen will
serve on the Hot Springs 50th
Anniversary Planning Committee.

In 1974, the Nakusp Hot Springs
pool facility was completed. This
October marks its 50th anniversary.
The Village would like to celebrate and
is seeking council guidance on what
activities and events should take place.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik expressed
his personal connection to the hot
spring’s beginnings. His high school
carpentry class helped construct
the auditorium in the original arena
building in 1973.

“Myself and one other person
from that class were able to get on as
carpenter’s helpers during the building
of the hot springs,” he said. “But we
mostly did cement work.”

Along with the Mayor Zeleznik
and Councillor Knooihuizen, the
committee will also include three
members of Village staff. The
recreation coordinator and the hot
springs supervisor will fill two
positions, and either the director of
operations or the CAO will fill the
remaining spot.

The committee will aim to have
three meetings, then disband by
March 29. These meetings will give
staff enough input to complete event
planning, which will then be presented
to council for approval.

Village to investigate four-
way stop at Broadway and

Nelson

The Village will be engaging with
the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure regarding the possibility
of a four-way stop at the intersection of
Broadway Street and Nelson Avenue.
The investigation was prompted by
a letter from resident Beth McLeod.

“In addition to being Broadway
Street and Nelson Avenue, those
streets are also busy Highway 6 with
a lot of vehicle traffic of all sizes
going through the intersection in all
directions,” McLeod wrote in her
letter.

There are already two stop signs:
one for southbound traffic coming
down Highway 6/Nelson Avenue N,
and one for northbound traffic on
Nelson Avenue SW coming up from
the marina. Through traffic heading
east off Broadway and coming west
from Fauquier are not required to stop.

McLeod explained in her letter
that visibility is “not ideal” for drivers
hoping to turn left off Nelson Avenue N
towards Fauquier. For many years, she
worked in an office on the 100-block
of Broadway Street and witnessed
many vehicles driving faster than the
posted 30 km/h.

McLeod attended the council
meeting in person, and spoke up
during public time.

“The final straw was the approval
of the new [Columbia Basin Trust]
office building going in on that
corner,” she said. “The architect said
he was attempting to ‘activate the
intersection’ through the building
layout and sidewalk.”

Activating the intersection means
increasing the use of an intersection.
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“To me, that includes pedestrians,”
she said. “A four-way stop would
make it more pedestrian friendly,
especially for the people going into
that office building.”

Mayor Tom Zeleznik thanked
McLeod for her great work on this
issue.

Staff will report back to council
after engaging with the Ministry of
Transportation.

Tourism growth grant

The Village has applied for the
Tourism Growth Program Grant, in
hopes of using the funds to improve
access to the Nakusp Hot Springs
source trail.

Last year, the Village received
a grant from CBT for $38.,400 to
improve the trail. The 2023 capital
budget also included $9,600 for the
project. However, potential contractors
were not willing to do the work
required for the amount of money
offered. If approved and received
in a timely manner, the Tourism
Growth Program Grant would add an
additional $42,000 in funding, almost
doubling the previous budget.

“We have every intent to begin the
project this year,” said Cavan Gates,
director of operations, “but we’ll see
how it shakes out.”

The source trail is a popular and
easy hike for both locals and tourists,
and has been in place for over 100
years. However, the trail bed has
deteriorated from heavy rains, and
there are drainage areas that are
difficult to cross.

Airport master plan

The Airport Master Plan
was approved by council. The
plan was prepared by HM Aero
Aviation Consulting and is a high-
level assessment of the airport, its
infrastructure, and its stakeholders. It
also describes upgrades and projects
that would further develop this
community and regional amenity.

“I’m quite impressed with
the plan,” said Mayor Zeleznik.
“Two items that jump out that are
very important are [improving
operations] for wildfire fighting and
air ambulances... I can see this really
influencing our airport.”

In 2022, the Village successfully
removed about five acres of airport land
from the Agricultural Land Reserve.
One condition of the Agricultural
Land Commission in doing so was to
adopt a master plan for the airport. The
Village received $25,000 through the
BC Air Access Program to fully fund
creating a plan.

The plan includes extending the
runway, reactivating the weather
station, installing fencing and
signage, and supporting private
hangar development, among other
improvements.

Disaster risk reduction
grant

The Village will submit
an application to the Union of
BC Municipalities Disaster Risk
Reduction — Climate Adaption (DRR-
CA) funding stream. An amount not
exceeding $150,000 will fund risk
assessments and planning for climate-
related emergencies.

If received, the funding will
support hiring consultants to conduct
risk mapping, risk assessment, and
emergency planning. This will help the
Village determine areas of vulnerability
in the community. Some items of
concern are the potential severe
flooding of Kuskanax Creek that could
damage the sewage treatment lagoon,
and landslides that could affect the
Upper Brouse water intake. As always,
wildfires are top of mind, too.

The new Emergency and Disaster
Management Act will require
municipalities to develop or update
their emergency management plans.
Conducting these assessments will
help the Village keep abreast with the
new legislation.

Radon Test Challenge

The Village will submit an
application to participate in the
100 Radon Test Kit Challenge.
The program targets municipalities
where radon testing has been limited,
and provides 100 test kits to each
participating municipality. The kits
are distributed to interested property
owners for free. Applications are being
accepted for Fall 2024.

“Radon does cause lung cancer,”
answered CAO Robinson. “It is a
serious health risk and that’s why it’s
important that people test for it.”

Once testing is complete, kits
are collected and a report is sent to
property owners. It’s up to the owner

to take remediation steps, usually
an exhaust system in the basement
area. Information from the reports is
aggregated to alert the Village if radon
is present in the area.

During public time, an individual
brought to attention that the Nakusp
Public Library has five radon detectors
available for borrowing.
Operations update

Council received a quarterly
update from the operations
department, summarizing its activities
in administration, arena/parks, public
works, water and sewer utility, and the
hot springs during December, January,
and February.

Administration staff prepared
grants for projects: airport fencing,
EV chargers, a heat pump for the hot
springs, and trail development. One
temporary administrative assistant was
hired to cover staff absence, and a new
recreation clerk position started. Hot
springs, campground, and cemetery
fees and charges were reviewed.

Arena/parks staff maintained
public garbage bins and the marina
washroom. Snow was cleared from
sidewalks and trails. Regular arena
maintenance was done, and an updated
marina management plan was made.

Public works did two rounds of
pothole filling, sidewalk inspections,
and stormwater maintenance such as
clearing ditches and culverts. It cleared
snow, maintained the equipment fleet,

and collected garbage and recycling.

Regular maintenance was done
on water utilities, and new operators
participated in a filter maintenance
training session. The wastewater
treatment plant and pumps at the lift
station both received preventative
maintenance.

Awater line burst at the hot springs
during the cold snap. Maintenance shut
down is scheduled for April 22 to May
9, which will address this and other
projects. New job postings went up
for a pool operator and a casual pool
operator.

The operations department also
worked on capital projects. Sewer and
stormwater services were installed
for the new Columbia Basin Trust
building. Feelers were put out for
an engineer to assess the breakwater
at the marina. New EV chargers are
scheduled for installation at the hot
springs in April, and the new electric
truck is scheduled for March delivery.

Councillor Dolly Edwards
expressed thanks for including
recreation complex usage in the report.
Weekly activities at the auditorium
include pickleball, public walking,
tai chi, and youth society events. The
curling club has two leagues with
two days per week of drop-in time.
The arena offers public skating seven
days, minor hockey five to six days,
and an adult hockey league four days
per week.

2023 was a “lively, busy year” for the Nakusp Public Library

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

At the Village of Nakusp council
meeting on February 26, Claire Paradis,
director of the Nakusp Public Library,
shared an update on library operations
in 2023.

“One of the biggest things we’ve
noticed is the increase in use of the
space,” said Paradis. “Libraries aren’t
just books, particularly these days. We
do so many other things as well, and one
of the big things we do is offer space.”

In 2023, patrons used the library
for all sorts of programs, such as
Mother Goose (story time for babies
and toddlers), homeschool classes, a
knitting and crocheting group, writing
workshops, interactive art, and the Death
Café (a safe space to talk about death
and loss).

The library also purchased new
furniture, so it’s looking “pretty snazzy”
in the kids’ section, and the Trail &
District Public Library donated a virtual
reality headset.

Paradis shared the library’s revenue
for 2023.

“It really is the local government that
keeps us going,” she said.

The Village of Nakusp contributes
31% of the library’s revenue, and the
RDCK provides 20%. Other grants make
up 21% of the library’s budget, and 12%
comes from the Province. The library
has some funds invested, and receives
8% in interest. The library does not
collect fines for late items, and instead
encourages patrons to donate. These and
other donations make up 4% of revenue,
and 2% comes from fundraising.

The library recently got two “giant”
grants from the Province, totalling about

$130,000.

“We need to figure out what to do
with it!” said Paradis.

Ideally, she would like to spend
it over 10 years to have regular wage
increases for staff, but it needs to spend
it in three years.

As for expenses, 55% are staff
and board wages. The library building
takes 28%, and 12% goes towards the
collection. Four percent is for office
expenses, and 1% is for outreach and
programming.

Without volunteers, the 1% for
programming would be a lot higher.

“Our volunteers are essential to
the library,” said Paradis. “We try to
keep track, but it’s at least 400 hours of
volunteer work with two dozen regular
volunteers.”

And the interest in volunteering is
already increasing in 2024, Paradis said.

Abig focus for the year was training
and investing in staff. Staff received
training in cataloguing, accessibility,
website management, intellectual
freedom, and diversity/equity/inclusion.

“We need to have them being paid
well and we need them to be secure in
their knowledge,” she said.

Staff also received safety and de-
escalation training. In the last few years,
the library has had more vulnerable
patrons coming in, and Paradis said that
staff need to know how to work together
to attend to those situations.

As for the number of library
members, there was a decrease in 2020
due to the pandemic, but 2023’s numbers
have now surpassed 2019’s, with many
new patrons coming from outside
Nakusp’s taxation area.

Circulation statistics also went down

significantly in 2020, after reaching their
highest numbers in 2019. But numbers
are steadily increasing again, and 2020
saw an increase in electronic resource
borrowing. Interlibrary loans also make
up a portion of circulation statistics. The
Province provides a $5,500 resource
sharing grant to facilitate mailing and
receiving items from libraries across BC.
The library has even started a delivery
program for local patrons who can’t
leave their homes.

Paradis closed with a heartfelt
thank you to librarian Susan Rogers,
who retired in 2023 after decades of
dedicated work at the library. She also
thanked Paula Rogers, outgoing chair of
the library board who spent 16 years as
a trustee, “an incredible commitment.”

ATTENTION PET OWNERS!
IT’S TIME TO THINK
ABOUT SPAY OR NEUTER.
Need assistance?
Phone PALS at 250-265-3792. We
will call you back to discuss your
situation. PALS thanks you for
being a responsible pet owner.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

SD 10 will be developing a
new cell phone restriction policy
for classrooms. The decision comes
after an announcement on January
26 from Premier David Eby and
Minister of Education and Child
Care Rachna Singh, regarding new
safety initiatives. The ministry will
work with school districts to have cell
phone restriction policies in place by
the start of next school year.

“The goal is uninterrupted
instructional time in the classroom,
where students are not accessing
phones that are a disruption to
learning,” said Superintendent Peter
Dubinsky at the board meeting on
February 20.

The new requirements are aimed
at creating classroom environments
focused on learning and interpersonal
connection. Each school district board
will have autonomy to create a plan
that suits their unique community
needs, but the hope is that the
requirements will bring consistency
across the province.

“One thing that the ministry was
very insistent on was, it’s not a cell
phone ban,” said board Chair Steve
Gascon. “They were very insistent
that we don’t use the language ‘cell
phone ban.”

The goal is to limit use — rather
than outlaw it — to support student
learning through fewer distractions
and interruptions. The new

It pays to advertise in the

Valley Voice!!!
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valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

requirements also hope to teach
students how to use cell phones
responsibly and respectfully outside
of instructional time, and to keep
students safe from online threats and
the harmful impacts on social media.

Restrictions will likely be tighter
for K-7 students, and a little looser for
secondary students.

Shared pro-d day

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
and Keith Greenhalf presented on the
annual district Shared Professional
Development Day on January 26,
jointly planned between the Arrow
Lakes Teachers (ALTA) Association,
the Arrow Lakes Educational
Leadership Association (ALELA),
and the district.

“The theme for the day was to
create a collaborative space where we
were lifting up the local leadership,”
said Greenhalf, president of ALTA.
“A common thing I’ve been hearing
is that it was one of the best shared
days we’ve had.”

The day’s focus was the district’s
new strategic plan.

Three students made a special
appearance as keynote speakers —two
grade 12 Nakusp Secondary students
and one grade 11 Lucerne student.

“That was a really powerful start
to our day,” said Dubinsky. “I asked
them to share their experiences as
senior students, what they wanted
staff to know about their realities
as students, and what they thought
about ‘the future.’ They talked about
the importance of educators being
patient, really listening to them,
and how positive relationships are
critical.”

The students also spoke about
what it’s like to be student athletes
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balancing work and sports. They
spoke to their mental health and
expressed the need for more
counselling time in schools.

In the morning, teachers
facilitated work groups on trauma and
harm reduction, Indigenous learning,
science, arts, early literacy, outdoor
experiences, hands-on learning,
ADST (applied design, skills, and
technologies), and mathematics.

“All the sessions focused on the
four priorities of the strategic plan:
competency, environment, health, and
collaboration,” said Greenhalf.

The afternoon gave staff an
opportunity to explore health and
wellness by collaborating with local
care providers. Staff learned best
practices, along with how to bring
that knowledge into the classroom
and daily life.

“The day was a huge success and
atribute to the knowledge, skills, and
expertise within our district,” said
Dubinsky.

Amended annual budget

Secretary-Treasurer Michael
McLellan presented the 2023-2024
Amended Annual Budget.

Funding is received each year
from the Ministry of Education and
Child Care. There are three different
areas of funding: Operating Fund,
Special Purpose Funds, and the
Capital Fund.

The Operating Fund increased
to $10,971,102 (from $10,430,472
last year). This is largely due to
an increase in funding per student.
This year, the district will receive
$8,625 per full-time equivalent (FTE)
student ($7,885 last year). However,
enrolment did decline this year (from
523.095t0519.07 FTE) resulting in a

funding loss of $1,074.

The Operating Fund is responsible
for staff expenses, which rose this
year because of new union-negotiated
salaries and wages and experiential
increases for eligible employees.
Most (84%) of the Operating Fund
pays for staffing ($9.,464,026), which
includes 42 FTE teachers, 25 FTE
education assistants, and 30 support
staff positions, along with school and
district leadership positions.

Services and supplies expenses
come out of the operating fund,
totalling $1,824,137. This breaks
down to $776,829 for instruction
expenses such as school supplies,
library resources, unique needs,
and Indigenous education supplies;
$420,548 for maintenance, custodial
supplies, building maintenance
supplies, utilities, and all technology
hardware and software purchases;
$189,000 for transportation expenses
such as fuel, maintenance parts,
and insurance; and $6,000 for
transportation assistance for families
not serviced by bus routes.

Also from the Operating Fund are
administration services and supplies,
which are expected to be $437,760.
This includes technology software,
telephone and network maintenance
costs, human resources and legal
fees, accounting software, audit, and
district supplies expenses.

The Special Purpose Funds rose
by 43% this year, from $949,832 to
about $1,361,624. This is mostly due
to the new $350,000 Feeding Futures
Fund (FFF). FFF provides the district
with funds annually to support food
programs. $350,000 is the floor
amount provided. Since SD 10 is a
small district, it benefits from higher
funds per student than other districts.

Carry-forwards from last year
include $48.241 to fund the Seamless
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Day program at Burton Elementary
School and cover some expenses for
the Nakusp Early Leaning Childcare
Centre; and $70,963 from Student &
Family Affordability funding, to be
spent by year-end on reduced school
fees and transportation and activity
costs, to reduce barriers for families.

About half of the Special
Purpose Fund will be used for
staffing ($817,219). The Classroom
Enhancement Fund will pay for an
additional 1.7 FTE teachers, including
the district’s teacher-librarian. One
principal position is funded through
the Early Learning and Child Care
Capacity Fund (ELC), a three-
year fund created for additional
leadership while a district transitions
to greater childcare and early learning
responsibilities.

Other Special Purpose Funds,
such as the Learning Improvement
Fund, provides funds for hiring
more education assistants. A special
component of the Annual Facilities
Grant will help pay additional
maintenance and operations staff.

The Capital Fund supports
projects such as the School
Enhancement Program (SEP), the
Carbon Neutral Capital Program
(CNCP), the Playground Equipment
Program (PEP), and the Food
Infrastructure Program (FIP). A
new electric bus and charging
infrastructure, the HVAC project
at NSS, playground upgrades at
NES, and new kitchen equipment at
NSS, LESS, and ESS fall under the
umbrella of these funds.

The board also set aside
accumulated surplus for capital
projects this year, including vans,
mowers, technology devices,
technology network infrastructure
and equipment, the NES playground,
and classroom improvements.

New electoral districts for BC’s

election this fall

submitted

Voters have a new way to learn
about their new electoral district for
British Columbia’s next provincial
election, scheduled for October 19,
2024.

By entering their address at
elections.bc.ca/mydistrict, voters can
find the name and boundaries of their
new district. The new districts will
come into effect once the next election
is called, scheduled for September 21,
2024.

Elections BC is also mailing a
brochure to every residential address
in BC with a map of the new electoral
districts in their region. Voters can
expect to receive theirs before the end
of March.

“Our focus at Elections BC is to
prepare voters for what to expect when
they vote later this year,” said Anton
Boegman, chief electoral officer of
British Columbia. “There will not only
be new electoral districts for BC’s next
provincial election, but there will also
be new technology at voting places to
make voting faster and easier.”

Electoral districts, also known
as ridings or constituencies, are the
geographic areas represented by

Members of the Legislative Assembly.
After every second provincial
election, an independent, non-partisan
commission is appointed to review
BC’s provincial electoral districts and
make recommendations for change.
Recommendations are based on
population growth and the need for
effective representation throughout the
province.

The most recent commission
completed its work in April 2023. The
Legislative Assembly accepted all of
the commission’s recommendations
or change, including the creation of
six additional districts in high-growth
areas of the province, and changes to
the boundaries of 72 districts. There
will be 93 electoral districts for the next
provincial election, up from 87.

Knowing your electoral district
makes voting easier because your
district determines your candidates and
nearest voting places.

Voters can also prepare for the
election by making sure their voter
registration is up to date, and learning
about the modernized voting procedures
at voting places.

More information: elections.
be.ca/2024-provincial-election.
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New Denver-Silverton United Church contributes to community

by Jan McMurray

Eight years ago, the members
of the New Denver-Silverton
Zion United Church community
took a bold step when they
decided to sell the New Denver
church building and use the
funding for community projects.

“I remember sitting with
[church members] Agnes Emary
and Theresa Gerow, and they
were almost in tears because
they were so excited to be able to
give money away,” said Therese
DesCamp, an ordained minister
who works on contract with Zion
Church.

Some of the community
organizations that received funds
from the church include the
Goat Mountain Kids Society,
New Denver and Area Housing
Society, Healthy Community
Society of the North Slocan
Valley, the Silverton Co-work
Society, New Denver Hospice,
Last Wishes, and Darkwater
Dragons.

These days, the church is
finding new ways to creatively
support the community. The final
church building has been sold,
and the funds are being used to
match grants from other sources.
In the past few months, the
New Denver and Area Housing
Society received an extra
$10,000 in funds from the United
Church Foundation, matched
by Zion. Goat Mountain Kids
Society also received funding in
this manner.

“In some ways, we’re cutting
edge,” said George Meier, who is
aretired conference minister and
member of the church. “We have
leveraged what we got from the
church building sales to make
the funds go further.”

Another way the church
helps to get community work
done is by sponsoring projects.
As a charitable organization,
the church partners with groups
on funding applications that
require a sponsoring charitable
organization. The recent
Medecins sans Frontieres/
Doctors without Borders
fundraising gala was an event
conceived by a small group
of individuals, who asked the
church and Slocan Lake Arts
Council to be the sponsors. The
church was also the sponsoring
agency for the Somali family
who came to live in New Denver
when they first immigrated to
Canada. That was made possible
because of the relationship
between the United Church
of Canada and the Canadian
government. Zion is currently
sponsoring one community
agency for a Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund grant.

Although some people would
feel that the church is at risk of
losing its identity without the
buildings, Meier and DesCamp
said, “We’re redefining ourselves
in today’s reality.”

The concept is to take the

church out to the community,

rather than having the community meaningful about life, what is

come to the church.
“Christianity can be translated

into ‘love’ or ‘sacred’ — what’s

bigger than us. It’s our job to open
the door to that conversation, but

we don’t need for that to be a
Christian conversation. When
we’re working in the community,
it’s a human conversation,”

DesCamp said. “Love and justice
are not unique to Christianity,
and they are a great place to get
great stuff done.”
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by Jan McMurray

The community of Woodbury
south of Kaslo has a new water
treatment plant — quite a feat
for a small system with only 34
connections.

Funded by grants and a small
contribution from the reserve fund
for the system, the $546,000 project
is expected to be completed on or
under budget, reports Uli Wolf,
general manager of environmental
services at the RDCK.

“The availability of grants
is extremely important for small
systems — and they are rare for small
systems,” Wolf commented.

The Woodbury system and all
RDCK water systems (and indeed
all RDCK services) have to be
self-sustaining financially, Wolf
explained, so expensive upgrades
like these are out of reach for most
small water systems and their small
group of users. “Most systems that
are struggling are not compliant
with regulations and have no asset
management in place, so if there’s
an infrastructure or compliance
problem, there’s no funds.”

The Woodbury water system
was built as a private development

by Moe Lyons

The Boundary Forest Watershed
Stewardship Society has an ambitious
plan to change how forestry is
managed in BC. The initiative is
spearheaded by Jennifer Houghton,
whose home was destroyed in the
devastating flooding in Grand Forks
in2018. Along with aboard consisting
of a retired forestry technician,
a permaculture homesteader, a
woodworker, an ecologist who has
worked with several groups, and
two retired loggers, she is setting
out to create a framework described
as ‘Safeguarding Communities
by Protecting Forests through
Legislation.’

Recently the organization hosted
a webinar addressing this proposal,
led by Houghton.

“Overcutting has caused
enormous losses of primary natural
forests,” she says. “Community
groups and people on the land are
paying the price.” She points out
there are over 100 grassroots groups
concerned with forest conservation in
BC. “They are asking for changes,”
she says, “and they are not getting
changes.”

One of the group’s main concerns
is industrial logging’s effects on
water: decreases in agricultural and
drinking water on the one hand,

in 1985, with lake water as its source
and UV treatment. The RDCK took
over ownership in 2012 at the request
of the local society that operated it
from 1988 to 2012. Not too long
after the RDCK took over the system,
test results started coming back
showing bacterial contaminants in
the water. The RDCK tried seasonal
chlorination, but in 2018, Interior
Health recommended that the system
be placed under Boil Water Notice
until major improvements could be
made.

“That’s when we developed
the project and applied for grants,”
said Wolf, “and we were successful
in 2020 or 2021. We received a
significant infrastructure grant from
the federal government.”

The project involved renovating
the existing pumphouse, and
installing the new treatment
equipment (UV, sand filtration, and
chlorination) in the pumphouse.
Also, the lake pump was replaced,
and the water intake was extended
further out into the lake, into deeper
water where more consistent water
quality is expected.

The original plan was to build a
new building for the water treatment

flooding on the other.

Houghton’s passion stems from
her experience in the Grand Forks
flood. “I needed to find out why this
happened,” she said. At that point,
she knew nothing about forestry, so
she went on a tour. What she saw was
huge clearcuts above the town and in
the local and adjacent watersheds.
She got together with others to
produce a 172-page report in 2021,
‘A Brighter Future for Boundary
Forests: The Case for Nature-Based
Planning Supported by a Community
Forest Board.” This report can be
found at boundaryforest.org.

“It’s very convenient for
politicians to talk about climate
change,” Houghton says. It makes
it seem as if the disasters we are
experiencing are beyond our control.
She admits there is an element
of truth to that position. “But the
premier and the cabinet have the
ability to change forest practices.”

“We can do logging differently,”
she states. She talks about nature-
based or ecosystem-based plans.
“Focus on nature’s needs,” she
says. “When nature’s needs are
met, human needs are too. We need
ecological integrity, to maintain a
composition and structure that allows
nature to move on its own timeline.”

To this end, Houghton and her

SERVING THE
SLOCAN VALLEY AND
KOOTENAY REGION

* Tractors/agricultural equipment

* Construction equipment, light duty trucks
and trailers

* Welding and minor fabrication work

* Services and preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226-6774

Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!

COMMUNITY [
New water treatment system for Woodbury

plant at the shoreline, so the RDCK
went through the provincial lands
application process. “But there are
sensitive areas there, so we ended
up squeezing the treatment plant into
the existing pumphouse building,”
Wolf said. “That was part of the
delay.” They also had to apply for
an amendment to their water licence
because of the extension of the
intake.

The RDCK has had a moratorium
on acquiring water systems for
many years, and is starting to look
at lifting it. “Since the moratorium
was established, we’ve been able to
strengthen our utility group quite a
bit and get a handle on things, so now
we’ve been directed to establish a
framework for potentially lifting the
moratorium this summer,” Wolf said.

The RDCK has nine water
operators in its utility group, Wolf
reports — five permanent full-
time operators and four part-time
operators — as well as contractors for
some systems.

If the moratorium is lifted,
there will be a formal process for
groups interested in transferring their
systems to the RDCK. Wolf said they
would also check in with the groups

group are setting out to create a new
Forest Act to protect our forests and
our communities.

She points out that at this time, a
powerful forestry lobby means that
decisions about logging on public
land, which comprises 92% of BC,
are made by timber companies.
“COFI (Council of Forest Industries)
was engaged in drafting the Forest
and Range Practices Act, which is
unheard of and probably illegal,”
she states. “No other values are
considered, not biodiversity, water
supply or community safety.”
Meanwhile, in 2019, forestry
contributed only 3% to the province’s
GDP, and provided only 1.9% of jobs
in the province. While government
convenes panels to discuss better
forest practices, Houghton believes
there is no political will to change
things.

“Itis time,” she says, “to activate
our networks. We need to unify a
single message to BC.”

She sees three key priorities:
ecosystem science, a community-
centred process, and the involvement
of small to medium-sized businesses.

These priorities will be met in
several steps. Step one is preparation,
research and outreach. This will
result in information kits and
presentations. The plan is to have
town to town campaigns. Currently
the organization is in a fundraising
phase, aiming to raise $50,000.

Step two is to activate the
communities through regional
events. This will mean: inviting
and involving local grassroots and
indigenous groups; including local
leaders who are knowledgeable
about the challenges in their regions;
making scientific presentations,
emphasizing regional impacts;
having a team presentation talking

that have shown interest in the past,
but he expects some of them will
no longer be interested. “Our cost
structure is higher than what most
systems are used to, SO most groups
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have difficulty getting buy-in from
everyone. If you are used to paying
$300 per year, it’s not easy to accept
that you should be paying $1,200”
he said.

These filtration units are just some of the shiny new pieces of equipment for Woodbury's water system.

Safeguarding communities by protecting forests through legislation

about what the new Forest Act
would prioritize, and exploring how
to talk to politicians; and producing
an information kit to drive local
politicians to push for the new Forest
Act.

“People in government have
said online petitions don’t work, and
emails aren’t much better. You have
to get in their faces,” says Houghton.
She says the politicians need to start
working on it now, not promise to
do it after an election, “or you won’t
get our vote.”

Step three is a media blitz.

Foundry centre

Step four is to find a politician or
politicians who will propose the new
act, and help to draft it. “We need to
leverage the grassroots to influence
decision makers,” Houghton says.
“We must join forces to create a
louder voice.”

Fundraising is of course key
to making all this happen. The
group is exploring crowdfunding,
foundations, grants, and individual
donors,and hoping to collaborate with
businesses and other organizations.
Donations can be sent directly to
www.boundaryforest.org/Donate.

coming to West Kootenay

submitted

New Democrat MLA Katrine
Conroy says more young people
will have better access to vital
health care services closer to home
with a new Foundry centre on the
way to the West Kootenays.

The New Democrat
government has dedicated $1.5
million in provincial funding for
a Foundry centre to be located in
the West Kootenays. The exact
location will be determined
through a community and youth
engagement process.

“As amom and a grandmother,
I know how challenging the
teenage and young adult years
can be,” said Katrine Conroy,
MLA for Kootenay West. “Having
care and support that is geared
towards young people at this new
Foundry centre will help ensure
that challenges are addressed
early, and that youth are set up for
lifelong success.”

The centre will include
primary care, counselling,
early intervention, prevention,

and addictions supports.
Approximately 75% of serious
mental health issues emerge
before age 25, and the pandemic,
global uncertainty, and climate
emergencies continue to
disproportionately impact young
people, resulting in increased rates
of depression and anxiety.

Foundry centres are a critical
part of the Province’s work to
address this increasing need for
supports by offering young people
ages 12-24 and their families
access to free and confidential
services including mental health
and addiction counselling, physical
and sexual health care, peer
support and social services. There
are currently 34 other Foundry
centres open or in development
across BC.

The Province continues to
build on Budget 2023 investments
of $236 million in new and
expanded addictions care for youth
and young adults, including almost
$75 million for Foundry expansion
and enhanced services.
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Eight local conservation projects
have received a total of $130,000
in funding this year from the Local
Conservation Fund, a partnership
between the Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK) and the
Kootenay Conservation Program
(KCP). The projects and $130,000
disbursement were approved at the
RDCK'’s regular board meeting on
February 15.

The LCFis funded by a parcel tax
from residents in RDCK Areas A, D,
E and H, and supports conservation
projects in those areas — around
Kootenay Lake and in the Slocan
Valley. Applicants must be registered
non-profits, First Nations, or local
governments and their projects must
address on-the-ground conservation
actions.

Juliet Craig, program director
with the Kootenay Conservation
Program, attended the February
RDCK meeting to give a presentation
on the eight projects selected.

Bat habitat

Wildlife Conservation Society
Canada will receive $22.,865 to
enhance bat roosting habitat and
monitor populations in the West
Kootenay. The project focuses on
assessing artificial and modified
trees, and keeping track of bat
diversity, to build resiliency.

“Bats are the longest lived
and slowest reproducing small
mammals,” said Craig in her
presentation. “They contribute to
healthy ecosystems by providing
insect control and pollination.”

Okanagan Nation Alliance will
also use funds from the LCF for
building bat resiliency. $18,095 will
go towards creating and protecting
anthropogenic bat habitat in the
RDCK region. Anthropogenic
habitats are human-made habitats,
such as old buildings, bridges,
mines, and bat boxes. The Alliance
will build a new “bat condo” at
the Elk Root Conservation Farm
in Slocan Valley. The project also
provides outreach to landowners
with bats in their buildings, to give
guidance on roost protection.
Grizzlies in the Lardeau

Lardeau Valley Opportunity
LINKS will receive $13,800 to
develop grizzly bear coexistence
solutions.

“The project works to reduce
human-bear conflict through
education, collaboration, and the
use of practical tools,” said Craig.

The coexistence program
provides a 50/50 cost share program
for electric fencing to minimize bear-
human conflict. Gillian Sanders also
offers free advice for bear safety and
how to deter bears from gardens,
chicken coops, fruit trees, beehives,
and small livestock.
BroomBusters

The Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society (CKISS)’s Kootenay
BroomBusters project will receive
$9,316.85. CKISS will be tying in to
the existing BroomBusters program
operating on the coast to establish
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a long-term, community initiative.

Scotch broom is a yellow, pea-
like flower that grows from one to
three metres tall. New growth is
green, but as it matures the stems
turn woody. It is highly aggressive,
highly flammable, and highly
destructive to native ecosystems.
Pollinator highway

Elk Root Conservation Farm
Society will have $18,000 to spend
on phase one of the Slocan Valley
Pollinator Highway Project.

“The project will support
pollinator habitat connectivity,
which is vital to conservation,” said
Craig.

The pollinator highway will be
done in phases. In the first phase, Elk
Root will work with the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure to

select study sites and create a plan for
establishing native plants. The next
phase will include presenting the
project plan to potential partners and
community members, in hopes of
expanding the highway in the future.
Wetland restoration

The BC Wildlife Federation will
use $20,000 to support phase two
of Crooked Horn Farm’s wetland
restoration project. The Winlaw-
based farm sidles up to the Slocan
River. The farm is restoring at least
one-quarter of a hectare of wetland,
riparian, and floodplain habitat by
constructing two ponds. The ponds
will create channel habitats, while
also improving existing wetlands.

“The program will improve
riparian habitat, ecosystem health,
and create habitat for wildlife,” said

Craig.

Crooked Horn Farm specializes
in certified-organic vegetables.
Snk’mip marsh

The Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology (VFE) will receive $14,400
for habitat enhancement and invasive
plant management in the Snk’mip
Marsh Sanctuary. Removing
invasive species will help species-
at-risk, including the Coeur d’Alene
salamander and the western painted
turtle. After removal, VFE will re-
vegetate with native plants.

The 35-acre wetland, formerly
named Bonanza Marsh, is on the
north end of Slocan Lake. It was
purchased by VFE in 2017. Snk’mip
(pronounced “sink-meep”) is the
local First Nations” word meaning
‘head of the lake.” The marsh is an

I, 19

important stopover for migratory
birds and is home to several other
species-at-risk.
Bull trout

The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society (SLSS) will work on its North
Slocan Bull Trout Conservation
Project with $13,500 from the fund.

“This project will assess trout
spawning and do site-specific
temperature monitoring to create
a bull trout conservation plan for
Silverton, Wilson, and Dennis
Creeks,” said Craig. “The benefit
of this project is working towards
protecting the endangered bull trout
in the North Slocan from further
population declines.”

It will do so by developing a
management plan to identify direct
conservation actions.

Wide Spot: Fog
Lights
by Therese DesCamp

I am blind. This is legally true
— without glasses, my eyes are so

bad that I should only be behind the
wheel if I have a guide dog on my
lap who has a driving license. Fog
exacerbates my vision problems.
Driving Highway 6 in the dark and
the fog is hard enough; when another
car comes toward me, it’s horrid. |

New members join
Columbia Basin Trust board

submitted

Three new members are joining
the board of directors of Columbia
Basin Trust, becoming part of the
12-member board which helps ensure
that the organization continues to
support the efforts of the people in
the Columbia Basin.

The new members are Karen
Hamling from Nakusp, Angus
Graeme from Nelson and Christine
Hoechsmann from Cranbrook.
Departing directors are Corky
Evans from Winlaw, Aimee Watson
from Kaslo, Carol Andrews from
Castlegar, and David Raven from
Revelstoke.

Owen Torgerson from
Valemount has been elected vice-
chair and Jocelyn Carver from
Nelson continues as chair.

“Having fresh voices around
the table will enhance the expertise
already present, helping to ensure
that we consider a wide variety of
perspectives when faced with issues
and decisions,” said Jocelyn Carver,
chair. “We extend our gratitude to
board members — current and past —
for dedicating their time and energy
to the Trust.”

Karen Hamling moved to
Nakusp in 1971 and has served the
community in many ways over the
decades, including in positions with
Arrow Lakes Hospital, as a Village
councillor for 11 years and as mayor
for 13 years. She was vice-chair of
the Columbia Basin Treaty Local
Governments Committee, plus was
the first female elected chair of
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay.

A Nelsonite since 1990, Angus
Graeme recently retired from a
30-year career at Selkirk College,
including 11 years as president and
CEO. He is a certified executive
coach and retired registered
professional forester, serves on the

Selkirk College Foundation Board
and is external co-chair of the BC
Council on Admissions and Transfer
and a volunteer advisor for the
Canadian NGO Catalyste+, among
other roles.

In 2003, Christine Hoechsmann
left the coast to relocate to Cranbrook.
With a Bachelor of Science from the
University of British Columbia in
hand, she took over and expanded
her family’s furniture business and
has remained deeply involved in
the community ever since. This
has included serving two years as
president of the Cranbrook Chamber
board and she currently sits on the
East Kootenay Foundation for Health
board.

All directors must reside in the
Basin. The five regional districts in
the Basin and the Ktunaxa Nation
Council each nominate a director,
and the Province of BC appoints the
remaining six directors.

Karen Hamling moved to Nakusp in 1971
and has served the community in many ways
over the decades, including in positions with
Arrow Lakes Hospital, as a Village councillor

for 11 years and as mayor for 13 years.

keep my eyes down, glue them to the
faint line at the edge of the road, and
hope that the other car is not drifting.
It’s a hell of way to travel, half-blind
and terrified.

And that’s just when I'm in the
car.

It is also true that I am
metaphorically blind. Sometimes I
find it almost impossible to see what
I don’t want to see. Life becomes
a drive through thick fog: murky
vapours make ghostly patterns that
befuddle me, the road is obscured
by hard wear, the only bright lights
seem to blind rather than illuminate,
and there is no way to see to the end
of the trip.

Sometimes if I get too close to
an uncomfortable truth, my mind
will brown out — simply slip to the
side and think of something else.
For me, denial is not a river in
Egypt but an internal setpoint. I'm
constitutionally inclined to ignore
what is uncomfortable. Even now,
after years of work, I sometimes slide
to the side for a while. T have to come
back at difficult things repeatedly in
order to take them in.

People tell me that what I'm
experiencing when I freeze like this
is triggered trauma. I have hesitated
to use this terminology because “I
was triggered” often seems to be an

excuse for bad behaviour. However,
there is a body of research that helps
people work with trauma in order
to change it. And for “change it,”
you should read, “change myself.” I
can’t do a damn thing about the past;
I can only change how I respond
to things. I can change myself so I
don’t live out the same story over
and over. That’s what healing from
trauma consists of: noticing where
you react in a way that’s not healthy
for yourself and others, and doing the
hard work to change that behaviour.

If you’re interested, let me
recommend a few books: Jo-Ann
Rosen’s Unshakeable and David
Richo’s classic, How to Be An Adult.
The first, by a Buddhist trauma
therapist, explores how spiritual
practice supports healing. The
second, by a Jungian psychotherapist,
is short, direct and walks you through
some simple, but not easy, exercises,
well worth the time.

Finally, when life gets murky,
I’'m employing some of the same
rules I use when I'm traversing a
foggy Cape Horn: keep my eyes
on my own side of the road; go as
slow as I need to but never stop; be
predictable so I don’t confuse other
people and cause an accident; trust
the other driver to stay in her own
lane; and use all the help I can get!

ONLINE:

Bi-weekly services

IN PERSON:

FULLY ALIVE!

Turner-Zion United Church of
Canada welcomes you on-line and
in person.

Tuesday 8 am meditation
AGM: March 17, 11:15 am

Contemplative in the Kootenays: Saturday,
March 23, 10 am to 3 pm, in New Denver

For event locations and details, or online
links, please contact
widespottz@netidea.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-

winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver,
VOG 150.

FREE TECH ACCESS: Need to use a
scanner, printer, or computer? Struggling
to use your own digital devices? CBAL
has you covered! Every Tuesday at the
Pharatree Library in Winlaw, and every
Thursday at the Learning Centre in Slocan,
we offer one-on-one support and free access
to technology from 9 am to 2 pm. Email,
phone, or text to get started. 250-274-6949,
sknight@cbal.org

FREE TECH ACCESS - Need to use
a computer or connect to the internet?
Struggling to use your own digital devices?
CBAL has you covered! Every Wednesday
at the North Slocan Community Library
(formerly Reading Centre) in New Denver,
we offer one-on-one support and free access
to technology from 5 pm to 7 pm. Email
ttremaine@cbal.org or phone 250-265-3736
for more information.

1983 T-BIRD for sale. 250-777-1570.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FROZEN FOOD RETAIL HOME
DELIVERY business for sale. 39-year
proven customer base. Truck, equip and
training included. Be your own boss. $65K.
604-220-6256.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely

loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan.
GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.
PLEASE JOIN US every Sunday at 3 pm
for Mass at St. Mary’s Church, Slocan.
Give yourself an hour each week for peace
and reflection.
ST.STEPHEN’SANGLICAN CHURCH
in New Denver will be holding Sunday
Worship services at 10 am on March 10,
24 & 31,2024. All are welcome.
CALLING ALL SENIORS! Tuesday
Coffee 10 am - 12 noon March 12, April 9,
16,23. Slocan Park Community Hall, 3036
Hwy 6. Info: contact Bonny @ bfritz03@
hotmail.com ALL SENIORS WELCOME.
SLOCAN VALLEY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AGM will be held at New
Denver Lodge, March 20 at 7 pm. All are
welcome to this business networking event.

THE 2024 AGM of the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society will be held at 2 pm at
the museum, March 16. After the meeting
we will view a few slides of Slocan Lake
pictographs. Wear something warm!
Any questions? Email silveryslocanhs@
gmail.com.

AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY will
be holding our ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING on Tuesday, March 26 at 3:30
pm in Knox Hall, New Denver, across from
New Market Foods. All welcome.

INTRODUCTORY ADULT
EURYTHMY Classes in Kaslo:
“Eurythmy is continuation of Divine
movement, of the Divine form in the
Human Being.” (Rudolf Steiner, creator
of Eurythmy) In this course we will be
exploring both poetry and music through the

imaginatively choreographed gestures of
Eurythmy. Saturdays, 9:00 am to 10:30 am
- March 9 through June 8 at the Eurythmy
Studio and Bookstore of Kaslo (400 Front
St.). Cost: $15 per class, $140 for whole
course (12 classes). Visitors welcome.
For more info, contact Colin Poer: 250-
353-7675.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

COZY OFFICE TO SHARE in Nelson.
Monday and Tuesday are available
immediately. Ideal for Counsellors and
Therapists. Call Sue Mistretta at 250-777-
1704 for more details.

NEW 2BDRM SUITE in New Denver.
$1350. Accessible ground-level entry &
living. F/S/W/D. Storage locker. Close
to school, shopping, services. Energy-
efficient. Heat pumps. TV/Internet access.
Dog or cat allowed. No smoking. Contact
osprey @svhousing.ca.

FOR SALE
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
70-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
full-time and casual home care in Silverton.
250-358-2756.

BOOKKEEPER, ASSISTANT, OR
ASSOCIATE to manage finances for a
new business selling innovative, efficient
educational material. This is a radically new
way to teach math that has been thoroughly
tested both scientifically and in practice, and
it WORKS!! And how! Interested? Call
250 269 7379.

PROGRAM COORDINATOR - Nakusp
Hospice Society: The Coordinator develops,
implements and evaluates programs
to support those individuals and their
families with hospice/palliative care needs.
Coordinates volunteer placement, reports
to the Board of Directors of the Society
and aids in the organization of Hospice

awareness/fundraising campaigns in the
community. A related professional degree
and/or equivalent education and experience
related to Hospice work is desired. For
further details, please contact Lee-Anne
at Imarshall17@hotmail.com or 250-265-
3326, on or before March 15,2024
BACK-UP SUPERVISOR: The New
Denver and Area Youth Centre Society
is seeking a back-up Supervisor for the
Outlet. This casual position requires
working during evening hours, some food
prep, a commitment to youth advocacy
and provision of a current Criminal Record
check. Experience working with youth is an
asset. For application information, please
contact Donna at 250-551-4830 or email
newdenveryouthnetwork @gmail.com
YOUTH ASSISTANT: The New Denver
and Area Youth Centre Society is seeking
a Youth Assistant for the Outlet. Duties
include maintaining a clean and welcoming
space as well as supporting the Supervisor
during hours of operation. This position is
open to youth who have an interest in youth
services. Youth currently attending high
school will be considered. This position is
not intended for the direct supervision of
youth members. For application information,
please contact Donna at 250-551-4830 or
email newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.
com

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide dignity, respect,
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

ATTENTION: JOHN VIEIRA, formerly
7055 Bentley Rd, Winlaw. From: Tim
Measures, 7055 Bentley Rd, Winlaw.
Regarding: abandoned bike/truck/camper
parts, various implements, household items
etc. The items will be disposed of after 30
days of the notice being served or posted,
unless the person being notified takes the
items, or establishes a right to the items, or
makes a dispute resolution application with
the Residential Tenancy Branch, or makes
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an application in the Supreme Court to
establish their rights to the items.

I, SUSAN LYNN GARIEPY, hereby
declare and provide formal notice that I
attained the age of majority on October 28,
1984. I further confirm that I am under no
other legal disability, and I fully intend to
actin any legal action without the need for a
litigation guardian. This declaration is made
inaccordance with the Age of Majority Act,
and it is my duty to provide this legal notice,
thereby putting to rest any presumption to
the contrary. This notice is a conscious effort
to align my legal status with the realities of
contemporary life and the evolving needs
of our community. It is a statement that I
am no longer subject to the administration
of the law society acting as custodians for
minors. [ express my sincere appreciation
to the legislative bodies for their diligent
work in modernizing this critical aspect
of our legal system. I am fully committed
to exercising the rights bestowed upon me
under this act. All written objections to the
ownership or superior claims of trusts and
estates, or any activities described within
this declaration of age of majority, should
be directed no later than 30 days from the
date of this publication. Please contact
Kootenay Mountain Association, care of
175 1st Street Unit 260, Montrose, Province
of British Columbia.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
has been sexually assaulted (including any
type of unwanted sexual contact) you can
receive free, confidential support by calling
Victim Link BC at 1-800-563-0808, or go
directly to your local emergency room for

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME « GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

AVIS EXCAVATING
- Serving the Slocan Valley -

* Excavation * Ditching ¢ Water Lines
* Land Improvement * Tree/Brush
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 amto 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Damin Devlin

Arrow Lakes Electric Ltd

Owner/FSR Electrician

250-265-7075

Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

[CONSTRUCTION, LTD.

FOUNDATIONS « ROOFING « RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

* BONDED Journeyman carpenter
« HPO Licenced Builder #42639

\_  www.manciaconstruction.ca

J
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confidential care.

The SLOCANLAKEARENASOCIETY
appreciates your continued support, as this
is vital to our existence. If you’d like to help
us remain viable, please consider buying
an annual membership for $5 or making
a donation. We are a registered, non-profit
society with charitable status; tax receipts
are issued for any donations made over
$25. Again thank you for your support; it
really does make a difference. For further
information, please contact Rhonda at
250-358-7162.

PETS

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LOOKING FOR A PIECE OF LAND
with water $100,000 or a small fixer-up
house in New Denver area. Lance Sage.

gsagelance@gmail.com. 778-533-0913.
Thank you!

SERVICES
SATELLITE TECHNICIAN/TV/NET
/ WIFI - installation & repair: Xplore,

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial TV -
audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Spring Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street,
New Denver
250-358-2178

CREATIVE CUT LANDSCAPING:
Looking for a “Refresh” for your yard
or need help planting or pruning, we can
help with that. Call Carrie @ Creative Cut
Landscaping 250-809-8971.
WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Also looking for old
metal signs. Please call 250-299-9841.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Or-
der to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

COMMUNITY

submitted

This summer, Living Lakes
Canada invites you to dive into
volunteer lake monitoring with the
National Lake Blitz.

Starting March 1, anyone
interested in deepening their
connection to their favourite
lake can register as a Lake Blitz
volunteer. Join hundreds of people
across Canada in measuring
air and water temperature, and
documenting shoreline habitat,
wildlife, invasive species and
environmental concerns at their
chosen lakes between May and
September.

“I was starting to think about
climate change and how I needed
to take some personal action,
and I didn’t really know what to
do,” said Teresa Wright, a Lake

I, 21
Connect to your local lake: Join the 4th annual National Lake Blitz

Blitz volunteer who monitors
Kootenay Lake. “Being a Lake
Blitz volunteer made me feel happy
to be part of a community that was
also taking care of our lakes.”
Each volunteer receives a free
Lake Blitz Standard Kit containing
a thermometer, tape measure, field
guide, and datasheets. Living Lakes
Canada will provide free online
training on how to monitor your
local lake, from data collection to
data entry. The Lake Blitz Level
2 Kit is available for purchase,
allowing enthusiastic volunteers
to measure additional parameters
including pH and water clarity.
Volunteers will also be invited to
join the Lake Blitz Speaker Series
featuring experts from various
water-focused fields including
Ross Reid, a popular online science

Free drop-off of
scrap metal &
appliances
(We accept fridges)
Pre-used antifreeze

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE

Tues-Sat 9-5

359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Film your next event, cre-
ate a business video, or
get a promotional movie
for your social media in
full 4K UHD. Profession-
al video filming, edit and
production, interview and
drone services provided.
Clinton Waller, 250-777-
4466, cwaller@starbelt.ca.

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy

(250)800-9250

REAL ESTATE

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subseription
Only

$5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com

website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

educator also known as Nerdy
About Nature.

All the lake data that you’ll help
to collect this year can be viewed
on the Lake Blitz Observation
Map or downloaded from the
Living Lakes Canada Water Hub,
an open access database for water
and water-related data. The Lake
Blitz data is also available from
DataStream.

Registration closes April 26 or
when the supply of standard Lake
Blitz Kits runs out. Don’t miss
out! Join Living Lakes Canada in
getting outside this summer and
help protect the lake you love.

To learn more and to
register, visit LakeBlitz.
LivinglakesCanada.ca or contact
the Lake Blitz team at LakeBlitz@
LivingLakesCanada.ca.

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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From the Hill:

Gaza
by Richard Cannings, MP South
Okanagan-West Kootenay

For the past five months, the
world has witnessed the devastating
situation in Palestine and Israel.

New Democrats have heard from
over a quarter million Canadians who
have written us in shock and despair,
demanding a ceasefire and real
action from the Liberal government.
We first called for a ceasefire and the
release of all hostages on October
11. On top of that, we are pushing
for an end to the blockade of Gaza,
and unimpeded humanitarian aid;
assurance that Canadians and their
loved ones in Gaza can reach safety
in Canada, while respecting the
legal right of Gazans to return;

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

an end to arms sales to Israel and
increased efforts to ensure illegal
arms do not reach terrorist groups
like Hamas; advocacy for an end
to the occupation; investments in
building a just and sustainable peace
for Palestinians and Israelis; and a
ban on extremist settlers involved
in West Bank violence from entering
Canada.

While the Liberals finally agreed
to support a ceasefire resolution
at the UN General Assembly on
December 12, the government has
not followed their vote with any
meaningful action to ensure Israel
and Hamas agree to a ceasefire in
Gaza.

Strong reactions to the
devastation in Gaza have also bred an
alarming rise in antisemitism, anti-
Palestinian racism and Islamophobia
across Canada, and many in our
communities are feeling scared,

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

unheard and unsafe. I condemn these
hateful acts.

In December, as Canadians
appealed to the government to
help their loved ones reach safety,
New Democrats asked the Liberals
to introduce special immigration
measures for Gaza. While Canada
announced some measures a few
weeks later, we have serious
questions about the rollout of these
measures including the arbitrary cap
of 1,000 applications that has caused
families further grief. The NDP has
repeatedly called on the government
to lift this discriminatory quota.

In the West Bank, extremist
right-wing settlers are harassing,
threatening, and killing innocent
Palestinians as Israeli security
forces watch. The United Kingdom,
United States and European have
all banned these extremists from
their territories. We have asked the

TUES

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Canadian government to do the
same.

In January, South Africa initiated
proceedings in respect of events in
Gaza before the International Court
of Justice, the principal judicial
organ of the United Nations. The
federal NDP has written to Canada’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs to
remind her of Canada’s obligations
under the Genocide Convention
and to urge her not to intervene in
opposition to this case. Canada must
uphold the principles of international
justice and ensure that independent
international courts can do their
work without political interference.

This offensive is not eliminating
Hamas, nor is it rescuing hostages;
it is destroying an entire population
and its means of survival. This
dispute has gone on for many
decades. I travelled through Israel,
the West Bank and occupied Sinai in

Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.my.tupperware.ca/susanwilson
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

the late 1970s when peace talks were
underway to solve this long-standing
dispute. Israeli and Palestinian
citizens desperately want to live
in peace and security, but it’s clear
that escalating terrorist activity and
military responses over the past half
century have not brought that for
either side.

In 1957, Lester Pearson won
the Nobel Peace Prize for bringing
peace to the Middle East during the
Suez Crisis. When [ was in the Sinai
in 1978, I met Canadian forces that
were keeping the peace between
Israel and Egypt. Unfortunately,
Canada’s power and reputation as a
neutral force in world peacekeeping
has eroded greatly since then, but we
need to turn that trend around and
work with other countries to bring
a long-term diplomatic solution to
this dispute before it spreads to other
flashpoints in the region.

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
March 15,
2024

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST
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Strouhal selected as featured artist by Baltimore-based Artsy Shark Gallery

submitted

Mirage Studio is pleased to
announce that Frantisek Strouhal,
a talented fine art artist from
West Kootenay, has been selected
“featured artist” by Baltimore-
based Artsy Shark Gallery.

According to Carolyn Edlund,
the director of Artsy Shark,
the selection process was quite
competitive due to the exceptional
talent and high-quality portfolios

submitted. “Featured Artist
Frantisek Strouhal presents an
ethereal collection of figurative
and still life images, each infused
with a touch of mystery,” Edlund
says. “We are thrilled to showcase
Strouhal’s work and invite art
enthusiasts to visit the gallery to
appreciate his unique creations.”
The article and portfolio can be
found at: https://www.artsyshark.
com/2024/02/26/featured-artist-

‘The Golden Pear’ by Frantisek Strouhal.

Valley volunteers hosting St. Patrick’s celebration!

submitted

Who are the Valley Volunteers?
A committed group of volunteers
supported by the Kutenai Growth
Society with a goal to provide food
security to valley residents in need
year-round.

To do this, they look for gardens
that either need help to get going in
exchange for sharing in the harvest
or that are available for them to
grow food they can preserve. Extra
produce is stored or processed along
with food donations and then offered

to community members in need,
especially throughout winter.

The group’s very first fundraising
event — a St. Patrick’s dinner with
music and storytelling — takes
place at the Winlaw Hall March
16 from 4:30 to 9 pm. They invite
the community to join them for
some great fun and to bring friends,
community spirit and an appetite!
Admission is only $20 and includes
dinner plus there will be a silent
auction. The group is raising funds
toward the purchase of a freeze dryer

frantisek-strouhal/

Even though Strouhal considers
the human form the ultimate
symbol of beauty, his artwork often
features breathtaking landscapes
surrounding the figures.

He believes that much of
humankind has forgotten we are
ourselves nature, and that we
belong to the Earth. Each person
has a personal responsibility to say
“yes” to a more conscious way of
living.

“Our role within nature should
be one of subsistence, rather than
commercialization. We have
exploited the world for too long
and the consequences of doing so
are everywhere. As everything is
related to everything, we have no
right to interfere with the livelihood
of any other species.

“In fact, our cognitive ability
and understanding of nature require
of us to maintain the integrity of the
environment. So we must change
how we influence the land. We must
respect the natural order of things
and find a way to live accordingly.”

Strouhal adds, “I also like to
emphasize the relation of art to the
dignity of man and the importance

for community use to preserve food
and nutrition.

Over the past year, the group has
been reaching out to local residents
and has had some great results.
Community food storage space and
seed saving are also of great interest
to the group. If you have a garden,
extra jars, crocks, dryers, seeds,
garden equipment, wisdom to share,
ideas, energy to help, etc. please
contact them. Teamwork makes
Dreamwork! valleyvolunteers@
protonmail.com

Columbia Basin Trust releases new management plan

The Columbia Basin Trust has
released its new Columbia Basin
Management Plan 2024-2034. The
overall focus is on health and resilience,
with the intention for the plan to guide
the Trust’s activities over the coming
decade.

“It has been inspiring to hear from
so many Basin residents over the
past year as we travelled the region
to talk about what’s most important
in communities today, and how that
may change in the future,” said Johnny
Strilaeff, president and chief executive
officer.

The overarching theme of the
new plan is health and resilience,
with a focus on four areas: the Trust
as an organization, relationships,
Basin communities and the natural
environment. Specific goals within each
of these focus areas are included in the
plan, and the Trust is excited to begin
developing action plans, programs
and initiatives in alignment with this
strategic direction. The Trust will be
further engaging residents in this next
step by way of task forces, advisory
committees and other forms of outreach.

As the new plan is implemented
over the next decade, residents can
expect that supports from the Trust will

evolve. Over time, new forms of support
will be developed, and some initiatives
will conclude. The Trust is sensitive to
these potential changes and will work

openly with those who may be impacted
by this transition.

To read the new management plan,
visit ourtrust.org/ourfocus.

of the human spirit in art.”
View more of his portfolio

on his website https://www.
frantisekstrouhal .com/

THE VALLEY VOICE 1S
FOR SALE!

Great opportunity to become the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New Denver. The paper is well loved
and respected, still going strong after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and wonderful community connec-
tions. We would stay as long or as little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a
chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan
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PHOTO CREDIT: LORNA GUILD

They decided to have one taken in the same spot today, 80 years later. Lorna Guild took the photo and gave it to JD Mah to post on Facebook.

Doreen says the post has more than 100 comments. Doreen and Laura became friends in 1939 when Laura’s family moved to Nakusp. They

lived a block apart back then and live a block apart today. Doreen will be celebrating her 93rd birthday and Laura her 94th this year. They have
been very active community members through the years, with Doreen still volunteering for the Seniors and Laura at the Thrift Shop.

Doreen Desrochers (Parent) and Laura Beingessner (Robson) have a photo of themselves when they were
very young teenagers standing in front of the Centennial Building in Nakusp, which was the school at the time.

‘G-Rated' is coming to the Langham April 14.

At the Langham: G-Rated, a show for youth

submitted
Join us for this hour-long musical
full of wit and wisdom tackling the

awkward topic of sex!

Written by Nadine Tremblay and
Almeda Glenn Miller specifically
for 10- to 13-year-olds and their
significant adults, this show is ideal
for anyone who is curious about
how to talk to kids about puberty.
Tremblay, a classically trained singer
and seasoned performer, is joined

youth advocate Phil Loosley.

Debut performances of this show
were recently well received in both
Nelson and Trail and the Langham
is excited to be bringing G-Rated to
The Langham Cultural Centre on
March 14 at 7 pm.

Tickets are only $10 and
available at Sunnyside, Willow and

onstage by fellow puppeteer and ~ at the door.

PLOTNIKOFE,

Wayne
May 1953 ~ January 2024

It is with great sadness that we,
the family of Wayne Plotnikoff,
announce his passing.

Wayne was born in Nelson, to
William (Bill) and Nancy Plotnikoff
(nee Maloff) of Slocan Park. He
attended elementary school in Slocan Park and then started high school at
Mt. Sentinel. He left high school before graduating and started his career
at Triangle Pacific, later known as Slocan Forest Products in Slocan City.
A few years later he decided to complete his GED at Selkirk College in
Nelson. He tried his hand at accounting, but soon realized that his heart
was not into working in an office, so he returned to the forest industry.
While working at Slocan Forest Products, Wayne earned his Millwright
certificate. He worked there until his retirement from the lumber industry.

After retiring, Wayne spent some time in Slocan Park before moving
to Calgary. Wayne enjoyed life in the big city. There he met and married
Elena.

Wayne is survived by his children Heather (Mike) Crown, of Kelowna;
Terri (Mike) Sainsbury and grandson Dominic Lively of Calgary; and
Tony (Kim) Plotnikoff and granddaughters Khloe and Hana of Slocan
Park. His brother Mark (Robin) and family live in Calgary. Elena and
her children also live in Calgary. His first wife Lora resides in Glade.

Wayne was predeceased by both parents and his sister Lillian Serack.

A celebration of life will be held later this year.

Wayne, your family dearly miss you and hope that you are resting
in peace.




