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RDCK Climate Action Plan will have more public consultation

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

It was standing room only at the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
board of directors meeting April 20,
as dozens of residents came to express
their concern about — or support for —
aregional government plan to address
climate change.

About 30 people packed the
chambers and another 20 attended
the meeting online as the board
debated whether to adopt its recently
completed Climate Action Plan.

In the end, a motion to delay
consideration of adoption of the plan
to June was amended to August, to
allow for more consultation.

The plan is a series of almost 100
recommendations guiding regional
district staff in moving towards
policies and practices to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, as well
as building community resiliency
to climate change. It includes things
like encouraging active transportation
planning, forest fire mitigation,
improving electrical grids, supporting
local farming and food security
groups, composting, and protecting
watersheds, among other measures.

The plan contains no new tax
increases or bylaw changes, but
rather is “a guidance document,
not a regulatory document, and the
intention of the plan is to provide
staff with direction to engage with
[the community] on key areas where
we don’t have solutions...” said
Sustainability Planner Paris Marshall
Smith.

The action plan is the product
of several years of meetings and
community consultation with various
stakeholders, and was due to be
adopted by the board at the April
meeting.

But after two poorly advertised
and poorly attended public
consultation meetings in March,
concern started to grow among some
residents about the plan. At least one
petition began circulating calling on

PHOTO CREDIT: JANELLE ELLIS

the regional district to hold more
public consultation meetings. And
residents came to the monthly board
meeting to push for a delay.

Board Vice-Chair Diane
Lockwood thanked the public for
coming to hear the debate, and asked
people to be constructive when
offering feedback on the plan.

“They can write down, not just
that they don’t like it, but what they
actually want to see or what they
wouldn’t like to see. It would be
really helpful for all of us directors
who hear this kind of thing,” she said.
“... We’re elected because of you, we
want to hear from you, and that’s how
we work.”

Pushback

Residents stayed in the room
after the board’s decision to delay
adoption, to offer their opinion about
the plan.

Many of the concerns expressed
were not so much about the plan itself,
but about the larger issues of cost,
impact on the economy, the efficiency

of the plan, or to suggest other means
the RD could take to assess the
region’s environmental impact.

One man viewed the plan as an
attempt by local government to grab
power.

The plan “will use changes in
land use bylaws in order to modify
behaviour. This is in fact social
engineering, which will likely infringe
on the rights of residents,” he said.
“Infringing on the rights of residents
isn’t in the mandate of the RDCK, and
when challenged, will likely invoke
the doctrine of ultra vires.”

If the RD was found to be ultra
vires (trying to exercise power outside
its mandate) “there could be serious
legal and financial repercussions for
the RDCK,” the man cautioned. (Staff
noted the RD does have the legislative
power to regulate land use.)

Others raised issues like lack of
clean water at a local school or EV
battery waste, while some aired their
view that the plan was part of a wider
strategy by international governments

and elites to control people.

“Do some research. You are
following the same footsteps [as
international organizations],” said
one woman. “We don’t want to be run
by billionaires, but by Canadians. Do
some homework. Look into it.”

“We’re being duped into this
public buy-in,” added another man.
“There is no climate emergency. There
is no global warming. It is pushed-
media propaganda for decades. And
this is what it is all about... I would
like you to reconsider where this is
coming from and how important itis.”

But not every comment was
against the plan.

“I am really concerned about
climate change,” said one speaker
online. “I would like to see us go
ahead and take climate action. Thank
you for your work and I'd like to see
this plan go ahead.”

“I'support the plan and attempts to
do something real,” said another man
who said he was a medical doctor.
“Cancer is the perfect equivalent to

climate change. The longer we wait,
the more radical the treatment and the
poorer the prognosis.”

Next steps

Public question period timed out
before all the speakers had a chance
to talk, but directors noted the public
meetings being planned will give
people ample opportunity to provide
feedback. In the meantime, the board
had other issues to discuss.

“You’re all welcome to come
back after lunch as we continue with
our 700-page agenda,” quipped vice-
chair Lockwood.

Their message delivered, the
crowd drifted away after the board
broke for lunch.

It will be up to local area directors
to work with staff to settle the time
and place for meetings in their local
areas. The issue hasn’t generated a
lot of controversy for some directors,
while others like Area H’s Walter
Popoff said he was going to request
up to six meetings for the public to
discuss the action plan.

Cheers to volunteers at the Get Your Just Desserts event at the Vallican Whole April 23. See story, page 22.
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Food security meeting packs Knox Hall

by Art Joyce

Knox Hall was packed to capacity
on April 16 as citizens gathered to
hear presentations from four local
food security advocates. Presenters
included Kaslo Food Hub coordinator
Patrick Steiner, who started the Stellar
Seeds company; Paula Shandro,
who has worked as coordinator of
both the Friday Market and Hills
Garlic Festival; market gardener
Mick Wilson, proprietor with Ruth
Wilson of Earthly Pleasures Farm in
New Denver; and White Crow Farm
livestock manager Madrone Timothy
Fenton. The event was convened and
hosted by food security advocate Moe
Lyons.

Steiner set the terms of reference
by explaining that food security means
“building resilient local food systems
that are going to feed everyone and
be affordable.” This is not the same
as ensuring enough food is imported
to fill the shelves of local grocery
stores, since rising energy costs may
eventually make our heavy reliance on
imported foods unsustainable.

Steeply rising inflation has vastly
increased the use of the Kaslo and
Meadow Creek food banks, he said.
“Most of those coming into the
food bank have jobs but are under-
employed or underpaid,” said Steiner.
“Almost half of our clientele are young
families with preschool age children
and they 're hit hard due to only having
one wage earner.” Seniors on fixed
incomes are also struggling.

Steiner said the Kaslo Farmer’s
Market has been successful in
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Drive straight up into the sky at 80
km/hr. and you reach the upper edge
of the troposphere (the first of five
protective atmospheric layers)in 7.5
min. The atmosphere is a thin layer
of gases, dust particles and water
vapour which protects us from the
harmful rays and scorching heat of
the sun. Itis held in place by earth’s
gravitational force.

attracting both resident and visitor
traffic, a vital support for local food
producers. “One of the things I really
love about farmers’ markets is that you
see who your farmers are. You see the
cycle of food production and begin to
realize that peppers aren’t around all
that long each year.”

Steiner also helps coordinate
a culinary tool library with apple
presses, dehydrators, canners, etc.
and a seed library, which is useful for
backyard gardeners but not for crop-
scale production. “T still think a lot
more backyard growing could be done.
I visited Cuba and found that 50% of
their food is grown that way.”

Can we grow enough food in the
West Kootenay to feed ourselves? To
answer that question, Mick Wilson
consulted Rachael Roussin’s 2014
report ‘Agricultural Potential of the
West Kootenay.” The report concludes
that there is indeed enough land to
support all 70,000 residents here,
with 86,000 hectares suitable for
growing vegetables, fruit and grains,
and another 113,000 hectares that can
support animal husbandry, orchards
or specialty niche crops. However,
the 2011 Canada Agricultural Census
shows only 20,000 hectares is used
for crops and pasture, leaving 90%
unused. A 2019 report produced
by Ravine Creek Farm found that
agriculture in the Slocan Valley has
grown, with sales increasing by 30%
between 2011 and 2016. “So this looks
hopeful for the future but there’s still a
lot of unused farmland,” said Wilson.

Unfortunately, at present we
only grow 5% of our food locally
and import the rest. Of that 5%,
80% is produced in Creston. Why
the imbalance? Wages for primary
agricultural production are poor and
land prices are far beyond reach of
most buyers. 85% of Canadian farmers
must take on a second job in order
to pay the bills. Start-up costs are
high, while returns can be low, and
the low wages make it hard to attract
workers. Fortunately, there are some
support systems available in BC, such
as Young Agrarians, Basin Business
Advisers, Community Futures and
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Kootenay Boundary Farm Advisers.
Wage subsidies are available but may
not be adequate to see farmers through
an entire season.

Wilson concluded with some
suggestions for supporting regional
agriculture: 1) Buy local. This helps
increase demand, which supports
more farmers; 2) Grow your own
food. There’s already a strong regional
tradition of local food production that
can be encouraged by forming food
clubs or co-ops, community gardens,
using locally adapted seeds, courses
and demonstrations, and matching
growers with available land; and, 3)
Eat in-season foods.

Paula Shandro provided historical
context for regional food production,
noting that the first Farmers’ Institutes
were established in 1897 with funding
from the provincial government.
“They offered support for training in
all aspects of commercial farming as
well as collective purchase of grain,
seed, fertilizer and equipment for
its members.” Unfortunately, this
useful agency has long since been
discontinued.

The West Kootenay in the early
1900s was a net exporter of fruit,
with many orchards established in the
Slocan Valley and Arrow Lakes area.
The Kosiancic farm in the lower valley
was highly successful, supplying
the milk trade in Nelson as well as
producing 400 kilograms of cheese
a month for the Italian community in
Trail. The Slocan Lake Agricultural
Association was formed in 1911 with
JC Harris as its chair.

The pressures of World War I and
the Great Depression severely crippled
regional food production due to both
labour shortages and market collapses.
Construction of the Columbia River
dams took prime farmland out of
production. In many respects, food
production in the Slocan Valley has
never fully recovered from these
blows, especially as long-distance
transport for imported food became
the norm. As of 2006, only 43% of
the ALR land in our region was being
actively farmed.

Shandro spoke as a representative
of the Fireweed Hub, which she sees
as “a potential incubator for a healthy
local food economy. Broadly defined,
a food hub is ‘any critical mass that
helps a food system to become more
sustainable.”” It’s hoped that providing
access to a commercial kitchen at
the hub will enable home-based

food businesses to expand markets
both locally and beyond. “There’s a
growth opportunity here for small-
scale food producers, farmers looking
at creating value-added products,
catering services, pop-up restaurant/
cafés, workshop facilitation and
community food programs,” said
Shandro. The hub’s shared overhead
costs should also help food-based
start-ups.

Madrone Timothy Fenton,
livestock manager at White Crow
Farm, explained that he has had to be
highly innovative in raising animals
on land he doesn’t own. He considers
himself passionate about regenerative
agriculture and regenerative grazing,
based on ideas developed by the Allan
Savory Institute. This method relies
on cultivating excellent soil health,
with heavy grazing periods followed
by long recovery periods. A mobile
chicken coop follows grazing herds
so that poultry consume insects and
parasites that might be harmful to
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livestock. “In two years of doing this at
my place, I turned my upper field from
moss and knapweed to vetch that can
feed the animals,” he said.

BC Agriculture now recognizes
regenerative grazing and will provide
financial incentives to support it.
Fenton sees a role for a regenerative
agriculture co-op and said a new idea
being tried out are cow co-ops, where
members pay livestock managers
to get access to raw milk, relieving
farmers of onerous dairy regulations.
Members sign waivers stating that they
accept whatever risks there may be
from consuming unpasteurized milk.

People attending the meeting
had a chance to weigh in on ideas for
food security initiatives. The most
popular idea was ‘community farm
run as a co-op,” followed by ‘use
Crown land around villages to raise
food.” Third- and fourth-place ideas
were: ‘workshop classes in food
preservation, backyard chickens etc.’
and ‘community gardens.’

Back-up power program
coming to Lardeau Valley

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Residents of the north end of
Kootenay Lake will be taking part in
a pilot program this fall designed to
build energy resilience in their homes.
And ifthe program proves successful,
it could be rolled out to other areas
of the regional district suffering
from frequent and prolonged power
failures.

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay’s Community Sustainable
Living Advisory Committee
(CSLAC) approved spending $6,500
on the project, which will be run
by the Lardeau Valley Opportunity
(LINKS) Society.

Another $50,000 will come from
Area D community directed funds.
Home consultants

The pilot program resembles
the FireSmart initiative, where
consultants come to a home and
outline steps the homeowner can
take to mitigate the threat from
wildfires. Except in this case, the
consultant will offer solutions for the
homeowner to minimize the impact
of the many power outages that
plague the area.

The home assessments will be
free to residents. Upon completion of
assessment, the homeowner is eligible
for a $1,000 rebate to implement the
consultant’s recommendations.

The budget allows for about
20 people to take part in the pilot
program this fall. But that will be
an important first step, staff told
committee members.

“This will give us an opportunity
to understand household levels of
energy grid resilience, and it is a
relatively small contribution from
CSLAC to gain information that
could be of benefit at the regional
level,” said Sustainability Planner
Paris Marshall Smith.
Low-carbon alternatives

A staff report said the focus
is supporting home resilience for
critical services like well pumps

(for drinking water and wildfire
response), food storage, and lights.

The project will be looking
at low-carbon solutions instead
of diesel or propane generators.
“Implementation could result in
not only more energy resiliency
in emergency situations of power
outages, but could also be used with
tiered-pricing structures and smart
homes to shave peak demand during
typical operation — charging battery
systems during off-peak hours and
discharging to supply load during
peak hours,” the report notes.

The project won’t be looking
at new or untried backup power
concepts, but rather seeing what
known technologies — like battery
packs — are most appropriate for the
conditions in the Lardeau Valley.

The assessors would follow up
after the work is done, to support
implementation and provide any
necessary maintenance training on
the equipment.

“This program would prioritize
those most in need considering
medical, income and other quality
of life metrics to those that are
unable to achieve recommendations
immediately due to costs and/or
supply,” the report from staff notes.

The RDCK will advertise when
they’re ready to accept applications
from interested homeowners, likely
in the fall. The inspections and
assessments will take place over the
winter, with review in the spring of
2024.

If successful, the program could
potentially be rolled out to the east
shore of Kootenay Lake, the Arrow
Lakes and Slocan Valley — all areas
with frequent power issues, Marshall
Smith noted.

That however would take funding
from more sources.

The project was approved by the
CSLAC committee, as it aligns with
the RDCK’s plan to reduce carbon
pollution in the region by half by
2030.
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Air Carshare now available throughout the Kootenays

by Mark Page

The Kootenay Carshare
Cooperative’s Air Carshare program
in now fully up and running with an
advertising campaign underway to attract
car owners to host their vehicles, says
KCC Manager Colleen Matte.

“Just this past week, we changed our
website to showcase that we host vehicles
as well as provide vehicles,” Matte told

attendees of the West Kootenay Climate
Hub’s monthly webinar highlighting
local environmentally friendly initiatives.

The program, which Matte called
“Airbnb for your car,” allows car owners
torent their car to KCC members as long
as their vehicle passes inspection and is
currently insured. The KCC’s insurance
covers the rental period, including one
hour before and after the rental.

Harassment and abuse of local
government officials on the rise

by Jan McMurray

Reports of harassment and abuse of
local government politicians and staff
have “skyrocketed” across Canada,
says a press release issued by Catalyst
Communications, a communications
company specializing in local
government.

One of the examples used in the
press release is the recent upheaval
in Silverton when non-compliance
with provincial water regulations was
discovered by the new CAO.

“Though no water advisories were
put in place, and residents were ensured
the local water remained clean and
heathy, misinformation flooded the
Village of only 195 residents almost
immediately.

“As residents’ anger grew, reports
of harassment from the public rose at
the Village office. Harassment claims
escalated to allegations of abuse, and
police were brought in as threats were
reportedly made against the new CAO
and the village mayor,” states the release.

The Valley Voice reached out to the
CAO:s of Kaslo, Nakusp, New Denver
and Slocan to find out if harassment of
municipal officials is on the rise in their
communities.

“Yes, it does occur,” said Nakusp
CAO Wayne Robinson. “It is common for
people to make up things or exaggerate
the issues that they are personally
attached to and it leads to people calling
for us to resign or be removed from our
positions. This happens on social media
regularly... Members of our Public
Works crew are regularly yelled at and
even have had things thrown at them just
for clearing the streets.”

Kaslo’s CAO, Ian Dunlop, said
he feels fortunate to be working in
Kaslo “with a mayor and council who
want to work together constructively,
are supportive of Village staff and the
pressures we are under to get things
done.” However, he was CAO in the
Town of Faro, Yukon, before coming
to Kaslo, and two years after he left, a
deranged citizen shot and killed a town
councillor. “He held a grudge against me,

too, so I'm glad I was long gone — but it
haunts me,” he said.

Neither New Denver nor Slocan
replied to our query, but New Denver
council members alluded to harassment
of staff around the time of the October
2022 election. A March 2023 post on
the Village of New Denver’s Facebook
page states: “Village of New Denver
Mayor, Council, and staff would like to
remind the public that we do not tolerate
bullying, harassment, or vandalism.”

The president of Catalyst
Communications, Ben Proulx, says
the problem became acute during the
pandemic and has never gone away.
“I don’t know that there’s any one
reason for the widespread issues of
abuse that we’re seeing. However, we
definitely saw a sharp increase during the
pandemic. People were angry for a lot of
reasons, and they began to take that out
on local government officials anytime
they disagreed on a decision. I think
local government became somewhat of
an easy target.”

Kaslo CAO Dunlop agrees that local
government is an easier target than the
provincial or federal governments. He
said he feels the rise in abusive behaviour
seems to be driven by the misconception
about the role of local governments
compared to senior governments. “We’re
local, so we’re easier targets,” he said.

Nakusp CAO Robinson also chalks
it up to frustration with higher levels of
government. “I feel abuse is becoming
worse towards local government
employees because there is a general
and growing distrust of government in
the public. I understand where people
are coming from — our provincial and
federal governments can be frustrating
and seemingly impossible to change.
However, people need to remember:
not only are we your most accessible
and responsible level of government,
we are your friends, family members,
neighbours and fellow community
members. We only want what’s best
for our communities and we work in
local government because we believe in
serving you.”

The Slocan Valley Rail Trail will be resurfaced with fine gravel over the coming months. Up to 15 kilometres
of the trail will be resurfaced at selected locations between Crescent Valley and Slocan. The Slocan Valley
Rail Trail Society has received funding from PacifiCan, Columbia Basin Trust and the Regional District of
Central Kootenay and is throwing in some of their own funds to make the work possible. Last year, three

kilometres of the trail were resurfaced. Trail users are asked to use caution and obey waming signage.

The KCC began developing the
software to launch Air Carshare in 2020,
but struggled to get the program off the
ground during the pandemic.

As aresult, they used the time as an
extended pilot phase and Matte says they
were able to learn from driver experience
and work out the kinks.

“So, it’s been a long soft launch,”
Matte said. “Now it’s really ready.”

This type of service was not always
possible in BC, but new rules allowing
for peer-to-peer car rental were included
when BC changed the regulations to
allow ride-hailing service back in 2019.
It was after this rule change that KCC
first began receiving funding for Air
Carshare.

“When the Province started talking
about allowing peer-to-peer car sharing,
we really dove on board,” Matte says.

The changes allow KCC to take
over the vehicle’s insurance temporarily
during the rental period. This cost is
then passed on to the driver renting the
vehicle. Matte said these insurance rates
have been dropping, recently getting as
low as $7 per day for some vehicles.

To encourage people to allow their
vehicles to become rentals, KCC created
an online calculator for their website so
people interested in being a host can get
an idea of how much income they can
earn renting out their vehicles.

Once they have decided to get
on board and have gone through the
inspection process, car owners can set the
availability schedule and decide how the
key hand-off will occur, either in-person
or using a lock-box. KCC takes a cut
of the rental payment, but Matte said
the majority of money then goes to the
vehicle owner.

Air Carshare is now part of a range

of services offered by KCC, with their
original carshare offerings recently
boosted by the purchase of several
electric vehicles — two full-size cars for
regional travel and one low-speed small
vehicle based in Nelson.

They bought the two full-size
electrics just before the pandemic and
for a while struggled to pay off the car
loans. But now the vehicles are the
most popular in the fleet and each has
accumulated 84,000 kilometres on their
odometers.

In promotional videos Matte showed
during the Climate Hub webinar,a KCC
member described how these electric
cars give people interested in owning an
electric vehicle a chance to try them out
without visiting a car dealer and enduring
a sales pitch.

Despite the new purchases, Matte
said the Air Carshare program is the
future of the cooperative as it helps
alleviate some of the financial risk
incurred by buying and maintaining a
fleet of vehicles. She also said it may
make it easier for them to expand into
other communities.

Some webinar attendees asked how
the risk of vehicle damage is dealt with
when KCC isn’t the owner. Webinar
attendee Jo Sandkuhl asked specifically
what happens when a vehicle is damaged
butnot in a way thatis covered by ICBC,
such as a flat tire.

Matte said that drivers are
responsible for the first $500 in damage
and 50% of the damage between $500
and $2,000. That $500 could also cover
a deductible from ICBC if the damage
resulted in a claim.

“As adriver, you are responsible for
damage to a vehicle,” Matte said.

She acknowledged situations may

arise that have not been anticipated, and
KCC still has some kinks to work out in
terms of vehicle damage.

Asked whether they will be
promoting this service for tourists
visiting the area, Matte said they need to
first get enough people hosting vehicles
around the region.

“We need to get a few more vehicles
into the program across the Kootenays,”
Matte said. “Right now, our advertising
is focused on getting people to share
their vehicles.”

The cooperative began in 1999 and
Matte said it is now “one of the most
successful rural car shares in the world.”

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397




Thank you for
Wide Spot

The pages of the Valley Voice
can be pretty angsty (particularly
the letters to the editor), and that’s
okay. But I want to say thank you
for publishing Therese DesCamp’s
columns — an oasis of kind, honest,
wise, and human-centred thought
every time. Thank you, Therese for
your beautifully crafted words, with
always something worthwhile to
reflect upon.

Anne DeGrace
Bonnington

Greetings from
Whitehorse

How frustrated do you get when
your letters, no matter how well
researched, thoughtful, and incisive
they might be, aren’t published in
other newspapers? Watch the scene
near the end of 1992°s great science
fiction movie The Lawnmower Man
where the character Jobe Smith gets
super nutzoid frustrated because
“Access” to the outside is “Denied.”
That’s how I feel when the political
proclivities of the Whitehorse Star
and the Yukon News deny me the
oxygen of publication. Please
appreciate your Valley Voice! I sure
do!

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

Correcting front
page article,
April 20 VV

Your headline ‘RDCK director
slams petition opposed to Climate
Action Plan’ got the first part right.
However, it would have been a
different headline had you indeed
‘fact-checked’ the item of your
reporting. Or better yet, had
interviewed any of those involved.
Had you read the petition, you
would have known that it questioned

an insufficient process of RDCK
public consultation for a guidance
document seeking authority to lay
the groundwork for far-reaching
changes to our fundamental liberties
and culture.

It then requested that a public,
preoccupied with regaining their
footing from a global pandemic
since 2020, was allowed time and
discussion to form consent.

Lacking basic research, your
editorial thus is a narrowly crafted
opinion piece that created a false
lead, based on what you claim
to expose in every headline of
your reporting: misinformation
leading to disinformation.
And predictably, it already has
contributed to weaponizing open
debate and sourcing of solutions in an
emotionally charged issue. Getting
the facts straight and maintaining
impartiality are traits of professional
reporting. I don’t see it employed
here.

Sabrina Mutterer
Kaslo

Lucky to be an
immigrant to
Canada

Wow, the Feds are doling out
a $500 rental assistance cheque to
Canadians who are having a hard
time dealing with their rent — which
has doubled or tripled. Last year the
government brought in more than
one million immigrants. This year,
British Columbia alone is expecting
217,000 immigrants.

A new immigrant to Canada is
entitled to stated benefits totalling
$3.,595 for a single person, or $9,775
for a family of six. In addition,
immigrants may also be entitled
to: an exceptional transportation
allowance, an age of majority top-up,
assistance loans, food, incidentals
and shelter allowance, a maternity
allowance, a maternity clothing
allowance, an exceptional allowance
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OPINION

and a funeral or burial allowance.
They are also entitled to the same
child tax benefits and child tax credits
that you are entitled to as a Canadian
citizen. All this to help them get
established in Canada. All the while
many Canadians skip meals to pay
their rent or mortgage payments or
live their lives in tents on sidewalks
or in our cherished parks.
We are just so, so lucky to be
born in this country n’est pas?
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Idling gets you
nowhere!

Climate change is here and
people are wanting action. Many
of us, though, think that buying an
electric car is the answer. Good idea
but what we need is action right now!
You can act by eliminating engine
idling.

Idle reduction is a simple and
effective action — it saves money,
reduces our carbon footprint,
and improves our health. Natural
Resources Canada offers excellent
information — search ‘NRC - the Idle
Free Zone’ to find out more about
the concept, savings, and benefits.
This is an easy and fun way to take
meaningful action with minimal
disruption to your daily routine. It’s
as easy as turning your key.

When you start the vehicle, there
is no need to idle. It is better for the
engine to get moving and is the fastest
way to warm the engine. A warm
engine is a happy engine.

Look for ways to ‘turn it off.” At
a stop light, turn it off. Many new
vehicles have this feature as standard.
It doesn’t harm the starter or battery
and saves fuel. When you stop to talk
to a neighbour or pick up the kids at
school, turn the car off. Idling engines
pollute more and that pollution is
harming our respiratory health. This is
especially true around young people
whose lungs are still developing, but
vehicle exhaust affects us all.

We Canadians typically idle
about 10 minutes each day! If we
could cut that in half, we would save
approximately 1.6 million litres of
fuel. That is the equivalent of almost
four million kilograms of carbon
emission, every day!

Remember, idling gets you
nowhere! Do your part and spread
the word. Time is of the essence.

Terry Lowrey
Nelson

Not in our best
interest

I was born in 1950 when there
were two billion humans on the
planet. I am now nearly 73, and
there are eight billion of us. Four
times more people wanting to be
fed, housed and have their perceived
material wants met. The planet we
live on is now severely challenged by
our numbers and by material greed
— to such an extent that many other
species are severely challenged to
find a place to live and exist.

Millions of us, collectively,
cannot survive where we live and so
are now roaming the planet looking
for a safe place to call home. Five
years before I was born, a war ended
in which at least 50 million people
died, some in the most brutal ways
we have ever killed each other — from
mass executions to use of a nuclear
weapon. That is the background to
creation of organizations like the UN
and WHO that were set up to help us
control our worst tendencies.

Do I agree with the way the
human economy is organized so that
1% own and control more wealth
than the lowest 50%? No. That is
why I have spent the last 60 years
engaged in politics and just came
back from working on my 40th
election campaign in PEI. At the
heart of my beliefs is a view that we
have a responsibility, having lived in
acommunity where the majority care
about each other, to think of others
and not just ourselves.

This notion that individual rights
trump those of the collective is
the reason, in my opinion, that we
continue to extract, develop and
burn fossil fuels well beyond their
usefulness to us. We as a species
continue to do things that are not
in our best interest, and that may
yet cause us to destroy ourselves.
We are currently well on the way to
doing that.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

NOT Our Trust,
NOT Our

Future

John Boivin’s article in the Valley
Voice from March 9, 2023, “Trust to
support wireless internet providers for
“last mile” connection to homes’ exposes
a lot of flaws in the arguments of the
Columbia Basin Trust.

The Valley Voice

Box 70, New Denver, BC VOG 1S0
Phone/Fax: 1-833-501-1700 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Publisher - DAN NicHoLsON ¢ Editor - JAN McMuRRAY ¢ Arts & Culture Editor - ART JOYCE
Reporters - CAssaANDRA MoRRISON, MARK PAGE & KATHY HARTMAN

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter - JoHN BoiviN
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.
Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)

Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

The Valley Voice May 4, 2023

First of all, it is positive and laudable
that the Trust will provide thousands of
homes with fibre-optics to the premises
(FTTP), but it is not acceptable that
CBT supports wireless companies for
connecting the rest of the homes.

CBT Communications Director
Delphi Hoodicoff says, “It’s not like
we’re changing anything.” Well, from
fibre to wireless means an immense
change. Maybe ask the people who
will get irrefutably harmful wireless
technology instead of safe fibre if they
like that change.

Speaking notes from the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation (CBBC)
reveal that the wireless approach is
the “most feasible and cost-effective
approach.”

Fast forward 10 years from now.
CBT: I'm sorry that your husband has
a brain tumour, but wireless was the
less expensive solution. CBT: Sorry Mr.
Teacher, we regret that you have so many
students with ADHD in your elementary
school. CBT: Sorry, we are not liable for
cardiac arrhythmias, anxiety, depression,
autism, and infertility that are linked to
wireless radiation.

The reason why CBT didn’t apply
for the Connecting Communities BC
funding program is: “Our application
would never have been approved,
because it’s so expensive.” How do they
know if they don’t try?

“We are committed to future-
proofing.” Really? What if the wireless
industry is forced by the courts to stop
selling harmful technology in a few
years? As I stated in a previous letter
to the editor, the US highest court of
appeal already ruled in 2021 that wireless
technology isn’t safe.

Moreover, the Telecom industry is
aware that fibre-optic cable, not wireless,
is the “future’ because wireless cannot
accommodate the growing needs of the
public. In the long run, it cannot compete.
Is CBT ignoring this?

Our Trust. Our Future. Not without
u. But without some unfortunate valley
residents.

According to a recent article,
‘New research from Fiber Broadband
Association and Vantage Point Solutions
reveals fiber is essential to close the
digital divide’: “While wireless networks
often require lower initial capital
investment than landline networks,
this advantage disappears or flips when
considering the increased operational
expenses of ongoing maintenance...
The average broadband speed is over
250 Mbps... There is no wireless
spectrum available that would allow a
fixed wireless network to practically and
economically deliver that speed in a rural
environment.”

It’s mandatory for CBT and CBBC
to revise the decision by considering
safety and efficacy, not only short-
sighted cost savings. Acknowledge the
science and don’t trust the telecoms and
their assumption that wireless is safe.
Make sure that your slogan applies to all
people in the Slocan Valley. Only then
Our Trust will be Our Future.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw
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Understanding
consequences —
Stats Can health

survey

Stats Can is conducting the
Canadian Health Measures Survey.
They drive around in tractor trailers
with a lab and park for a while to
canvass volunteers. They will pay
you $150 with your own tax dollars
to cooperate and let them extensively
interview and remove samples of you,
even for one-year-olds.

The web page explains its main
purpose is to help “improve the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment
of illnesses and to promote health
and wellness across Canada.” It also
states that blood, urine and saliva
samples will be kept “indefinitely” in
a “biobank” and used for other and
future health studies. They assure us
it is all confidential except for high-
level projects and research. In other
words it is being used for more than
just collecting data. They want to
know everything about you and your
lifestyle, what you do, eat, drink,
indulge in, medical history. Why?

What can they possibly learn
from this that they don’t already have
access to? There is already available
statistics on numerous health issues
like cancer, diabetes, obesity, bone
density, etc. They already know about
environmental impacts (or benefits)
on health and they already know about
effects of drug/alcohol use. What else
is really going that we don’t know
about?

Remember in 2018 when
Stats Canada got caught asking for
banking information on 500,000
Canadians without their knowledge
or consent and the ensuing uproar?
https://globalnews.ca/news/4599953/
exclusive-stats-canada-requesting-
banking-information-of-500000-
canadians-without-their-knowledge/

Remember when they harassed
people who had already filled in the
mandatory census and threatened
them with a $500 fine or 3 months in
jail for refusing to fill one in? Does
this sound like a free society to you?
https://globalnews.ca/news/2805078/
canadians-claim-statistics-canada-
harassing-them-after-completing-
census/

Your health data may be kept
confidential from others, but it will not
remain confidential to Stats Can and
anyone they share it with. If you are
remotely concerned about the federal
government obtaining, storing and
using your DNA indefinitely for any
purpose they want, please consider
not participating! https://www.statcan.
gc.ca/en/survey/household/5071/
booklet-cycle-7

Martin Keane, Teresa

Bryanton, Wolfgang Teiner, Rob

Moss, Sherry Moss, Dianne Carter,

Monika Find, Livina Hiacinth,
Maggie Teiner,

Karyn Shaundell
Winlaw/Slocan

Rebuttal re:
ChatGPT

I'am glad to have a debate about
Al especially when our politicians
are too embroiled in scandals and
scheming their next election to take
much note of one of the greatest
inventions of mankind.

It’s true that the rise of technology
and digital media has led to a shift in
the way that humans interact and
communicate with one another.
Many people now spend a significant
amount of time staring at screens,
whether for work, entertainment,
or social media use. This has led
to concerns about the impact of
technology on social relationships
and human connection. Einstein said
that imagination is more important
than knowledge. ChatGPT can only
provide answers, not questions.

Imagination is essential for
creativity and innovation, allowing
individuals to think beyond what
is currently known or understood.
Without imagination, it would be
difficult to come up with new ideas
or solutions to problems. Imagination
allows us to visualize and create
possibilities that don’t yet exist.
Your kids have been immersed
in the internet their whole lives,
for better or worse. ChatGPT is a
powerful tool and will save lives.
Radiologists now double-check their
diagnosis for say, lung cancer, with
the ChatGPT, making sure the cancer
is real and not operating on a person
needlessly. ChatGPT is helping blind
people become more independent.
With a picture from their cellphone,
ChatGPT will tell them what is on
the store shelves or in the fridge.
Of course ChatGPT can be used for
evil like misinformation and other
nefarious human ideas.

I would not put much stock in
the 50,000+ people asking for a
pause on the ChatGPT. It just isn’t
going to happen. The cynic in me
sees Elon Musk buying time so he
can bring out his own ChatGPT:
XALI. Did scientists and artists stop
the proliferation of nukes by signing
some paper? Did scientists and
artists sign some precious paper to
end global warming? They signed
and they failed — miserably. Are the
ethically challenged Supreme Courts
of USA and Canada going to weigh
in and pause AI? Of course not;
they are too busy lording over us. Is
our glorious leader, Justin Trudeau,
going to pause Al and save the young
minds of the world? Nope.

Maybe when your kids are adults
and in the workforce, they can learn.
School is so much hot air, mostly
learning to show up in the morning,
work, have lunch and go home —
rinse and repeat. Sounds a lot like
work, eh? That is no accident. We are
programmed from kindergarten to be
good little worker bees and obey the
Queen Bee.

ChatGPT has helped my work
and clients. I consult the ChatGPT,
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get a framework and then add my
own knowledge and wisdom. I use
it to research products and ideas.
I am more efficient, concise and
helpful to my clients. Without the
human element, the ChatGPT can
start to sound like so many canned
statements and be quite dry and
boring.

I think ChatGPT has more to
offer humanity and our immense
problems than some elite professors,
high in their Ivory Tower.

In conclusion, I would like to
remember the great science fiction
writer Isaac Asimov and his four
robotic laws to harness the Beast of
ChatGPT: An Al may not injure a
human being or, through inaction,
allow a human being to come to
harm. An Al must obey the orders
given it by human beings except
where such orders would conflict
with the First Law. An AI must
protect its own existence as long as
such protection does not conflict with
the First or Second Law. An Al may
not harm humanity, or, by inaction,
allow humanity to come to harm.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Emergency
preparedness
for seniors

I am writing this letter as a
concerned senior citizen who
happens to live within the RDCK
boundary and in close enough
proximity to the municipality of
Nakusp to appreciate its amenities.
It has come to my attention that
when plans are being made for
events directly aimed at engaging
the public or specific to senior
citizens, there is a theme of using
social media ONLY as a vehicle for
information sharing. In speaking
with people of my age group and
older, I’ve found there is little or no
interest in a risk of being hacked,
hassled or blocked in order to receive
crucial information. There are also
socioeconomic reasons; contrary to
popular belief, not everyone owns
a computer or has a cell phone or
other device. You would only be
able to access certain information
if you are fortunate enough to have
in your possession one of these
technical and expensive devices.
I would consider this an elitist
attitude at the very least. Here is an
example of what I am trying to say.
If you desire to have Voyent Alert
Notifications regarding disasters that
are happening within your area, I
have been told this is not a problem.
Not a problem for some. Simply sign
up using your device, and you will
automatically be notified of disasters
in your area. I happened to listen to
some citizens mention they would
prefer landline (home telephone)
notification. First off, you can only
be aware of the service if you have
a device. I followed the process via
the ad posted on a particular website

using my laptop computer. At the end
of the process, I found that without a
device that offers you internet access,
you will not be able to sign up for the
landline service.

I am not simply wanting to
complain about issues of concern.
In speaking to persons in the
community of Nakusp who can
help with this particular problem,
we have come up with a solution.
If you come to the Emergency
Preparedness Information Session
on May 6 from 10 am until 12 noon
at the Senior Citizens Hall, there
will be help available to access the
Voyent Alert Notification service via
your landlines.

I am all for real conversation
around real emergency preparedness
issues and think that it should not
cost a lot of money to become better
prepared. I don’t wish to bury my
head in the sand believing all will
be well.Ido believe all will be better
prepared if we listen, learn and act.

Marilyn Gustafson

Nakusp
Local
misinformation
campaign

stalls climate

resilience in
RDCK

A small group of people seem
bent on hijacking the RDCK climate
plan. It is unclear why — the plan
is clearly designed to make life
easier for rural residents facing
the uncertainties of our changing
climate. The plan includes no new
bylaws or taxation, and it builds on
existing programs that are already in
the works. So why all the fuss?

A misinformation campaign
has been launched by a small group
of residents who are spreading
misleading to flat-out false statements
about the plan. It was disturbing to
hear voices in support of the plan
being drowned out at the last RDCK
board meeting by rude interruptions.
Sadly, the result of all this poorly
informed fear-mongering has been
to postpone the plan for four more
months.

Climate disruption is here, and
we are seeing ever more extreme
weather events — heat domes,
flooding, landslides, intense storms,
and devastating wildfires. British
Columbians are already suffering
from these impacts — from loss of
loved ones to loss of homes and
livelihoods. To see what is expected
in our area in future decades, see
basinclimatesource.ca.

‘We can prepare for these changes
and encourage community resilience,
or we can remain unprepared and pay
a high price in damages.

The RDCK climate plan includes
many actions that can build our
resilience in the face of these climate
disruptions, from improved water

and fire management, to encouraging
local farming. The plan will also
improve our energy security as the
more extreme weather events cause
more frequent power outages.

Our youth are very anxious about
their future, as are many of the rest of
us. We all need to do what we can to
protect ourselves and our community
from climate impacts, and do our
fair share along with the rest of the
world as we transition from polluting
fossil fuels to clean energy. This plan
helps us do that, while making sure
we protect the most vulnerable along
the way.

Please be informed, read the
plan, and watch for positive ways
to participate in upcoming public
consultations. We know that most of
you understand that climate change is
areal and urgent issue. Our regional
directors need to hear your voices,
too.

Laura Sacks
Glade

The quest for
consensus

‘Consensus science’ is a term
that suggests that science can be
practiced by accepting the majority
expert scientific opinion and labeling
this as ‘the science,” an expression to
which we have become accustomed
of late. I watched a recent debate
with Neil deGrasse Tyson, a noted
astrophysicist who sees consensus
science as the most useful approach
in his field. But the debate was not
his field; it concerned the COVID-19
pandemic.

Michael Crichton said, “There is
no such thing as consensus science. If
it’s consensus, it isn’t science. If it’s
science, it isn’t consensus. Period.”
My guess is that Tyson experiences
a high degree of agreement in his
field of study. During this debate,
Tyson conceded that the pandemic
proceeded very differently to his
experiences in his field.

The world’s understanding of the
pandemic began with an appointed
expert, Neil Ferguson, who scared the
living daylights out of the world with
his dire predictions. Astrophysicists
tend not to experience this kind of
fear-based science. It isn’t that often
that a stellar body is on a collision
course with our planet.

Most of us know some of the
details of how the medical scientists
scattered into their respective
positions as the Ferguson predictions
proved false. During the debate,
Tyson came to realize how much
normal scientific debate had been
stifled. He backed off from his
position that there was any consensus
among medical professionals.

Science proceeds with the
welcoming of new insight and
information. Some of the most recent
information regarding the pandemic
are the Pfizer documents that the
corporation aspired to keep locked
up for 75 years. A lawyer, Aaron

continued on page 6
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Siri, argued that this withholding
of information would not serve the
common good. Judge Mark Pittman
ordered the Pfizer documents to be
released — 55,000 pages per month
of an estimated 450,000 pages. There
are 3,500 experts around the world
wading through these documents.
There is something seductive
about conclusions or verdicts.
Sometimes we talk about ‘closure.’
But we sell ourselves short when we
close ourselves to new information.
In his poem, ‘The Deserted Village,’
Oliver Goldsmith (1728-1774) refers
to the opinionated schoolmaster
by pointing out that “Even though
vanquished he could argue still.” The
folly of a scholar’s attachment to a
conclusion is nothing new.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Open letter to
RDCK directors

I am writing to express my
full support for the immediate
implementation of the Climate
Action Plan you have drafted. I
applaud the decision to take the
plan to open houses around the
district: that is crucial for public
understanding and “buy-in” to the
measures in the plan.

It is my understanding that
there is a small but very vocal and
antagonistic group of organized
people who are spreading
misinformation about the plan AND
are disrupting public meetings,
shouting down people who are
speaking in support of the plan and
its goals.

It is CRUCIAL that this
fear-mongering and aggressive,
threatening behaviour NOT
PREVAIL over the democratic
process the RDCK is engaged in.
“They” (plan opponents) have
already had a success: the announced
delay of the RDCK vote on the
plan... this must be their LAST
success and I encourage each and
every one of you to speak out and
speak up: through the media and in
your respective communities.

Thank you, Director Watson, for
speaking to the local media. Without
media coverage, we citizens are left
in our “silos” of often like-minded
people and this is where rumours
start and spread...

Bullying must not become a
successful political tactic. The 2022
debacles in Ottawa and at several
border crossings should have made
that clear.

I appreciate that facing up to
this sort of aggressive, misinformed,
angry “mob” is a great challenge and
even a personal risk. I fully support
the use of my tax dollars to pay the
required police overtime that may
be required to ensure that public
meetings can progress in a civil and
safe manner for all concerned. We
are not the first generation to face
this sort of anger and hate: civil

rights activists in the 1960s USA
come to mind, as does the struggle
of LGBTQ folks.

We need to be steadfast in
maintaining our democratic values
and in our willingness to accept the
reality of our situation: we can’t
continue the fossil-fueled status quo.

As the impacts of climate
destabilization (the most accurate
term I can think of) become ever
more obvious — fires/smoke, floods,
droughts, heat domes and extreme
cold snaps — societal tensions and
people’s mental health responses will
worsen. The only way to lessen these
tensions and address the despair/
powerlessness that leads to violence
is to ACT NOW on reducing the
causes of climate destabilization.

L applaud the first steps the RDCK
has taken in compiling the Climate
Actions and the accompanying
workbook.

Please stay strong and continue
your mission to provide good
governance to — and with — the
people of the RDCK.

David Beringer
Nelson

Hats off to New
Denver!

At a time when many employers
are trying to force their remote
workers back to the office, New
Denver stands out as a champion of
remote work.

Village CAO Lisa Scott will
shortly be moving to Fort St. John,
BC, and, thanks to our forward-
looking council, she will be running
the Village from a mere 1,199 km
away.

Fortunately, there are never any
complex issues in our village that
require a ‘hands-on’ administrator.
It’s also our good fortune that the
obvious desirability of having an
administrator who actually lives in
the community is negated by the fact
that New Denver and Fort St. John
are both small towns in the same
province... which must mean they’re
exactly the same... right?

It’s also a credit to our mayor
and council that they have brought
the Village to such a height of
prosperity and efficiency that it can
afford to send, perhaps, its highest-
paid civil servant to support small
business someplace else. Also,
doing things usually handled by a
resident administrator, like human
relations, staff supervision, and
bylaw enforcement, will just happen
at no extra cost of time or money to
the Village!

Some say remote work is the
wave of the future, but New Denver
has made that future NOW. Perhaps
a precedent has been set that will
resonate worldwide! Why should
anyone have to LIVE in a community
that they administer, if it’s, y’know,
really kind of inconvenient? It’s the
age of the internet! People can work
from anywhere!

Now, if Council could just figure
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out how to let residents of New
Denver attend council meetings
online...
Larry Hyink
New Denver

A special kind
of gratitude

I sympathize with Harvey
Armstrong’s feelings about the bell
that still tolls every evening at 7 in
Kaslo, and am reminded of John
Donne’s words: “Never send to know
for whom the bell tolls.”

Originally, the bell was meant as
a thank you. Gratitude is a powerful
thing, so let’s elaborate on that
theme. There are many to thank for
their contributions over the past 3+
years: the brave doctors and nurses
who saved lives by speaking up
about harmful COVID treatment
policies, even if it meant losing
their jobs; the lawyers who brought
lawsuits against the same and similar
policies; the teachers who refused to
bow to policies that harmed children;
the researchers who brought us
accurate information in the face
of unprecedented censorship; the
people who provided small-business
owners with information about their
rights, saving many businesses;
the scientists whose honest work
exposed the gaps in the narrative;
the people in alternative media
who worked tirelessly to bring
us the other side of the story; the
doctors who warned the world of
the dangers of mRNA injections in
the face of Soviet-style silencing
tactics; the scientists who warned us
of the ineffectiveness and dangers
of masking; the volunteers who did
everything from coordinating people
across sectors to planning rallies; the
people who stood out in every kind
of weather with signs, first in small
groups and then among hundreds of
thousands or millions; those who
calmly and with authority stood up to
harmful policies in public meetings
and Zoom calls; the doctors and
researchers developing treatments
for the mRNA-injured; the (very
few) politicians who dared to stand
up to the status quo; the digital
soldiers who relentlessly shared
the truth despite every smear tactic
imaginable; those who wrote letters
to the editor that remained respectful
and factual despite emotional ad-
hominem attacks.

The Canadian truckers,
vaccinated and unvaccinated, whose
courage and pure love warmed the
hearts of a saddened world during a
very bleak winter, and all those who
stood with them, deserve a paragraph
of their own. The “fringe minority”
that turned out to be a force to be
reckoned with will have a proud
place in history.

I'am grateful beyond what words
can convey to those who have stayed
the course. To the unvaccinated,
who have endured and withstood
unprecedented financial, societal,
spiritual and psychological pressure

and stayed true to themselves, and
who know they will never bow to
pressure, no matter what. To those
who chose the shots, but refused to
ostracize those who did not, I am
also grateful.

One thing more: to those who
have believed the narrative until
now, but will soon have a moment
of awakening and will be brave
and humble enough to admit they
were wrong about something so
enormous. I recognize and salute
you, and affirm that there is room
for you, and that no man is an island.

Lisa Ross
Kaslo

Climate action

I’'m glad to have gone to the
climate action presentation on
Monday in Kaslo.

While I'm sure that the presenters
are acting in good faith, with the best
of intentions, I was astonished to see
that they don’t seem to recognize the
contradictions at every turn. Which
is really not surprising since they are
working off a template put together
by panels of ‘climate experts’ who
apparently have no clue what they
are supposed to know everything
about.

For example, a friend sent me
a clip in which a panel of these
so-called ‘experts’ was asked what
percentage of our atmosphere is
CO2. None of them, not one, had a
clue! Granted I didn’t know either,
but I don’t claim to be an expert
on these things, coming up with
policies, rules and regulations that
affect us all and frankly, sound
hollow and unrealistic considering
the following:

* That people, to this day have to
protest and be prosecuted for trying
to protect the last of the old-growth
forests from logging is a disgrace
all on its own! All forests, and old
growth in particular, are major carbon
sinks. So, wouldn’t that be a good
place to start the ‘climate action,’
the protection of the little bit of old
growth left to future generations?

e [ thought using less would
be another step toward ‘climate
action.” Apparently not so, since
building codes are getting absolutely
ridiculous, forcing us to use up
more and more resources, which
by extension, puts out ever more
emissions producing, distributing
and disposing of said materials.

* Do we hear any talk by the
‘experts’ about alternative building
materials like hemp for example? Is
that being promoted and encouraged?
No, on the contrary, hurdles upon
hurdles for anybody trying to go
that route!

¢ Electric vehicles are, apparently,
the climate saviour. First of all, most
of us can’t afford them, not that I
would want one for several reasons,
not addressed by ‘the experts.’

For anybody who does not know
where and under what deplorable
circumstances the raw materials for
batteries are being mined, please
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inform yourself! The materials
necessary are non-renewable for one,
are highly toxic to dispose of and
need to be charged by coal or hydro
power. In addition, driving in one of
these vehicles is akin to sitting in a
microwave, in other words, a health
hazard!

* What we also have to consider
is the fact that our beautiful Earth is a
living, breathing and conscious being
that has and forever will go through
cycles all on her own, that we
humans have not much impact on.
This is not to say that we don’t need
to show more respect and reverence
for our environment.

After what we’ve gone through
in the past three years, with the
blatant overreach of the government,
which by the way, means ‘to rule
over mind’ (‘govern’ means ‘to rule
over’, ‘ment’ means mind), it is not
surprising that many of us are highly
suspicious of anything coming from
that side.

I call for a tax revolt, all together
now! Let us show those civil servants
just who they are working for!

Monika Lawrence
Johnsons Landing

What IS the
vision for

Kootenay Lake
fish?

I am writing about the current
fishing head-hunting contests on
Kootenay Lake aimed at culling bull
trout and rainbow trout in the name
of management. This approach lacks
any vision of the overall history and
ecological realities of our region.

I have fished here for 35 years
and been a fishing guide on Kootenay
Lake for 10. My perspectives on
the government’s management of
Kootenay Lake fisheries are based
in this experience as well as from the
stories of settler old-timers and my
Sinixt elders. The Sinixt have been
here since time immemorial just as
the wild, native stocks of bull-trout.
It is our responsibility to steward our
namesake — Sinixt means People of
the place of the Bull Trout — as well
as all the other fish in our traditional
territory.

In terms of settler science, bull
trout are a blue-listed species in BC,
with their populations declining
globally. Decline in BC, says the
government’s own website, “is due
to habitat degradation, disruption of
migration patterns and over fishing.”
For three years, prizes like F150
trucks and side-by-sides have been
offered up as incentives to catch an
endangered species which is being
annihilated. Awarding prizes for
extinction?!?

Fisheries claims this is an
attempt to protect the declining
stocks of kokanee, but if they’re
truly concerned about the kokanee,
why are they not promoting northern

continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
pikeminnow (aka squawfish)
tournaments? There are millions of
them out there and they are invasive.
They eat the kokanee and kokanee
spawn, and yet they are not being
culled. We’ll put up incentives for
people to go out and catch native
fish that belong here, but leave
the northern pikeminnow because
people don’t like to eat them. (Sure,
they have lots of bones but they
actually make really, really good
fish soup.)

With the dams all up and down
the Columbia and its tributaries,
starting with the Grand Coulee, and
then rampant clearcutting, we’ve
thrown the entire ecosystem out of
balance. The government, in their
great wisdom, said we’ll throw a
bunch of kokanee fry in there. And
keep pouring chemical fertilizer
into the lake in record quantities.
But these band-aids have failed to
address the fundamental problems
lakes in the Sinixt tomxwala?xw are
experiencing. It’s crazy. That there is
anything left living here is absolutely
a miracle.

And now, instead of taking
responsibility for their choices, BC
Ministry in charge of fisheries is
laying the blame elsewhere again.
They’re deflecting harm onto an
innocent species that is already
threatened in this tamxwala?xw.
Instead, we need to manage humans.
Human management, means humans
stepping away. Human management
means we stop pretending that
government policies and choices
aren’t the cause of the all the harm
we see. Our vision is to leave the fish
and lake alone for a while so it can
find its own balance.

I don’t have the answers but if
the ministry and other interested
parties — like Sinixt, like fishers — sat
down and talked, perhaps we could
find some solutions. Otherwise, we’ll
eventually have a dead lake.

Al Richardson,
Autonomous Sinixt
New Denver,
tomxwala?xw

Leadership by
example?

I appreciate the overall
involvement and community-based
approach the RDCK has delivered. I
must say, as with all good relations, it
takes openness and communication;
there’s always room for growth.
I found the response in the VV
(April 6) by Director Aimee Watson
to a petition about the Climate
Action Plan rather challenging
and problematic. Where have we
heard terms like: “fake news,”
“fear-mongering,” and “fear and
misinformation”? Is this standard
government queue card terminology?

And... “She concludes her
comments by noting the difficulty
in communicating local government
business to a busy and distracted
public.” Busy and distracted. Our

bodies of government, at all levels,
must do due diligence. Why not point
out where the consultation has taken
place and if so, by whom?

I'recently received an email from
a friend who informed me of the
‘Curbside Collection Consultation.’
Are we more likely to get invitations
for consultation through friends
and word-of-mouth? Btw: why not
offer the public the chance to opt
out of curbside collection? Why
are so many government proposals
black and white? Private business
offers individuals options to pay for
services that suit them.

As for climate action rollout,
I sent out emails to RDCK board
members. I was glad to have some
responses pertaining to deferring
the plan and having more public
consultation. Welcomed news!

My concern for sending emails,
like those that initiated the petition,
is lack of proper consultation up
front, right from the start. This
community can and will offer ideas
and feedback. There were recently
some great VV editorials (April 6,
2023) — one pertaining to flawed
RDCK consultation, another about
BC government fossil fuel projects
underway and upcoming. I would
encourage people to refer to ‘carbon
bombs’ in Canada (cbc.ca).

Truth is, there’s considerable
focus on green solutions at the
citizenry side but not much when
it comes to big business and
government-supported industries.
Forest management is appalling and
amajor contributor to flash flooding,
loss of habitat, wildfires, and loss of
potential carbon sequestering. What
government plans are underway
to address alternatives to LNG,
deforestation, old growth cuts,
fracking (Montney Play: sixth largest
carbon bomb in the world), spraying
glyphosates, etc.?

Director Watson states: “Actions
must be realistic, accessible and in
concert with the major industrial
impacts being addressed.” Exactly
how are these major impacts being
addressed? As the CBC article states,
instead of stopping these carbon
bombs, “...federal and provincial
governments are subsidizing them.”

Watson states: “I cannot force
you to read what is provided as
updates and attend meetings, but
engagement is a two-way street.”
Is this a two-way street? Is one side
presented with speed limits and
restrictions, the other paved and
widened for big business?

Canada has the highest per
capita emissions in the world (see
same CBC article) and the focus
is to continue squeezing at the
public end. In this, one must side
with Kjell Kiihne, lead researcher
and director of the Leave it in the
Ground Initiative: “The Canadian
government is more a climate clown
than a climate leader.”

T. Orlando
Winlaw

LETTERS

Disappointed
with Climate
Plan article

I'woke up the other day to read in
the Valley Voice that: ‘RDCK director
slams petition opposed to climate
change.” I never thought I’d say this,
but I am really disappointed by my
favourite community newspaper.

I was never interviewed nor
made aware of the article. The article
selectively quoted information I
posted to social media. While my
statements as an elected official on
social media are fair game, taking
that information out of context is
a weak attempt to create division
and substantiate the claim that
government is not for the people.

My original post was to call
attention to the fact that the folks
signing the petition had never
reached out to clarify the work of
the RDCK over several years, and
to correct several points that were
simply not true. If folks want to
engage, a first step should be a phone
call, an email, or a conversation on
Front Street to ask: is this really what
I think it is?

My post also clarified that
the RDCK Climate Plan is not a
regulatory plan, and the UN or
other global elites are not coming to
control us.

The original plan that began
in 2018, the Renewable Kootenay
Plan, had language fit for a city
and was not adopted by the RDCK
board. Instead, we directed staff to
go back and develop a rural plan
that is supportive of the residents,
not punitive. Even after three years
of engagement on the first plan and
most municipalities including Kaslo
adopting it, the RDCK rural directors
with support from the board, said no,
we need a different one.

Food is more expensive than
ever —a prediction [ knew well back
when I was operating the Kaslo
Food Hub and wrote a book on rural
food systems. Here we are. Do we
seek global solutions or build up
our regional farmers? I have been
focused on the latter for two decades
with program creation that is being
replicated across the Columbia
Basin. (Thanks, LINKSs.)

If we can help you with back-up
and alternative power due to the
increasing outages, would you like
that? Knowing what we do about
the vulnerability of the grid, would
advocacy for decentralized systems
be helpful?

Whether you call it climate
change, or being prepared, the facts
remain that doing all we can to
protect communities from known
hazards is my primary focus with
an additional focus on how we
can support local residents. Those
who know me understand that
I have focused my life on food
security — this is done with farmers
and producers who live here in the

RDCK - the complete opposite of
what these so-called global elites
would like, because how does local
food production increase profits for
the industrial food complex?

In this time of our collective
lives on the planet, working towards
inclusivity regardless of opinion is
essential.

I work for you, the people —
always have, always will. Thank
you for showing us your great
interest in engaging. That is the gold
of democracy. See you at the next
meeting. I promise to come with an
open mind and will continue to learn
from my neighbours. Let’s please be
respectful of each other.

Aimee Watson,
Director Area D
Kaslo

Global
warming?
Global cooling?

The temperature forecasting
models trying to deal with the
intractable complexities of the
climate are no better than ‘toys’ or
‘Mickey Mouse mockeries’ of the
real world.

“The IPCC (United Nations
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change) in its third report (2001)
conceded: ‘In climate research and
modelling, we should recognize that
we are dealing with a coupled non-
linear chaotic system, and therefore
that the long-term prediction of
future climate states is not possible.’
(Chapter 14, Section 14.2.2.2.) All
that means is the IPCC has stated
that it is impossible to predict the
climate’s future or which way it is
going.” (Dr. Mototaka Nakamura)

Our Earth has just too many
complexities affecting our climate
for any model (with limited accurate
data input) to work with any
trustworthiness. No models being
used today have been able to start
from 1850 and show today’s climate
with any accuracy atall. In fact, some
models have shown the earth today
should be a burning ball of fire.

Most model outputs are listed
in three stages: ‘less than probable,’
‘probable,” ‘highly improbable.” All
three probabilities are released with
model outputs when released by
respectable climate scientists. The
MSM (main stream media) always
choose the ‘highly improbable’
scenario to publish as long as it
progresses the UN agenda. You will
not read in the MSM that Greenland
and Iceland have added trillions of
tonnes of ice to their mass surface
balance this winter alone. Check the
Greenland Mass Ice Balance yourself
and see this is true. You will read that
a singular Greenland Peninsula has
been calving and melting at a higher
rate from the past. Again, you will
not read that under that huge glacier
are volcanoes that have become
active in the past decade. NOAA
has tested ocean temperatures and

chemical analysis at ocean bottom
near the glacier to find that volcanos
are indeed active. The Antarctica last
year reached its coldest temperatures
since the Antarctic science stations
began recording their temperatures.
Northern hemisphere countries have
broken thousands of cold and snow
records from earliest recordings this
last winter. Scotland last week just
had a severe snow storm. A country
where snow was never to be seen
again as of two years ago. (MSM
reporting)

The supposed measuring of
global average temperatures from
1890 has been based on thermometer
readouts barely covering 5% of the
globe until the satellite era began
40-50 years ago. We do not know
how global climate has changed in
the past century. All we know is
of some limited regional climate
changes, in places such as Europe,
North America and parts of Asia.
This makes the Paris targets of
1.5°C or 2°C above pre-industrial
levels meaningless. (The targets
in themselves are numbers picked
out of thin air with no scientific
accountability for choosing those
numbers.)

Recently, the UN has
changed from liquid and mercury
thermometers in their worldwide
network of weather reporting to
electronic temperature sensors.
The electric sensors read 0.07°C
higher than the replaced units. The
IPCC acknowledges this. Yet when
reporting, they have compared the
electronic sensor readings with the
old units to prove global warming.

Has the IPCC or the UN claimed
aclimate emergency? No. MSM has,
panicked the populations, jumped on
by the politicians to gain a few votes
and further their own agendas. It’s
‘Chicken Little’ all over again.

“You are young yet, my friend,”
replied my host, “but the time will
arrive when you will learn to judge
for yourself of what is going on in the
world, without trusting to the gossip
of others.” (Edgar Allan Poe, 1845)

William Cuell
Kaslo
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Slocan council makes decisions on ReDi grants

by Mark Page

As they gathered to decide who
gets a piece of $34,364 in Columbia
Basin Trust Resident Directed (ReDi)
grants, the Village of Slocan council
focused on keeping the funding as
local as possible.

A sizable portion of the 34 grant
applications came from regional
groups, forcing council to question
each time how much benefit the
projects had for the village itself.
The decisions were made at an
April 18 special council meeting
after councillors heard pitches from
applicants on April 4.

“It really is a community
initiative,” said Slocan Mayor Jessica
Lunn of the ReDi grant program.
“When you contribute regionally, it
is pulling from the local community.”

SmMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repaits, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The grants are funded by the
Columbia Basin Trust, but it’s local
governments or committees who get
to decide how the money is best spent
in their communities. The Regional
District of Central Kootenay board
gives the final approval for all ReDi
grants. Across the entire regional
district, $1.5 million was available
this year.

Though they had less than $35,000
to hand out, Slocan council had
requests for $62,598.63

The recipients of the biggest
grants from Slocan will be WE
Graham Community Services, the
Slocan Valley Community Band,
WE Graham Community School, the
Slocan Saturday Market, the Slocan
Community Library and the Slocan
and District Rescue Society. These
groups will all receive over $2,000
each. Many smaller initiatives will also
receive lesser amounts.

Some of the regional organizations
who requested money from Slocan’s
pot had also requested funds from
other municipalities and regional
district areas. It was many of these
requests the council denied in favour
of more local-oriented proposals.
No support for summer
festival

Council did not automatically
support all local projects, however.
After some debate, councillors
declined to hand out most of the
money requested by the group that
organized last February’s Winter
Carnival.

This group is trying to organize

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

250-226-7254

Four Seasons Greenhouse
& Nursery

Open 9-5 daily
1 gal evergreen shrubs, rare & unique $24.99
Visit our new website: fourseasonsgreenhouseandnursery.com
* Roses, vines, shrubs, shade and fruit trees,
Perennials, Bedding plants, hanging baskets
* Landscape fabric by the foot or roll
* Ceramic & Plastic Pots * Manures, fertilizers, soils
* Friendly knowledgeable advice with 38 years of
growing experience
* Bedding plants - 4 pk veggie/flower $2.99,
31/2” pot $2.29 ¢ 4” pot $3.69 *Jumbo 6 pk $5.99
* Early lettuce, cabbage, onion, basil, pepper plants,
pansies, basket stuffers, petunias, lobelia, cali’s & more

5531 Slocan River Road,Winlaw

a summer festival on the Slocan
waterfront in July, as well as fund
another Winter Carnival for next
winter. Organizer Lisa Parente sought
$3,000 from Slocan and $3,000 from
Area H for the summer festival and
$3,850 from Slocan for next year’s
Winter Carnival.

This past winter, both the Village
and Area H gave Parente $3,000 for the
Winter Carnival. The event was well
received, but went over budget. When
Parente came back to the council for
more money, they said no.

In debating the ReDi grant request,
several councillors said the amount
was too much for events that may not
be attended by the entire community.
They also questioned whether the
group has enough time to plan the
proposed mid-July festival.

“Ireally want to support it,” Lunn
said. “But it’s just the timing.”

Councillors were also concerned
that the festival needs other funding in
addition to the grant, and if they don’t
get that extra money, the event may not
take place. They pointed out that if the
festival didn’t happen but was awarded
ReDi funds, it would be taking away
funding from other projects.

It was suggested by Councillors
Ezra Buller and Madeleine Perriere
that organizers charge an entrance
fee — like Unity did — or look to other
funding sources.

Councillors eventually decided
to provide $1,500 for the next Winter
Carnival, but declined to supply a grant
for the summer festival.

“This is a new organizer in
our community bringing in a lot
of energy so I wouldn’t want to
discourage them,” said Councillor
Jordan Knott while advocating for
Parente to be provided an explanation
for the decision. Council decided
they would provide the explanation
with suggestions for future funding
requests.

Rundown of grant
recipients

The most money going to a single
project is for the Slocan Community
Band, which will get $3,568 to help
maintain and purchase equipment, rent
space and provide lessons. The band
has regular performances throughout
the Slocan Valley, New Denver and

Silverton.

Councillor Jordan Knott took
a keen interest as he was a band
member himself back in his teen
years, saying he wants to make sure
the long-standing local institution is
maintained.

“It really is an amazing thing,” he
said. “To try to sustain a 42-year run
is important.”

Next on the list is WE Graham
Community School’s Hand Drum
Legacy project, where grades 5 and 6
students will build a set of hand drums
with Indigenous teachers. The council
decided to give this project their full
support and provide $3,500 as it was
the only request from the school and
without the grant, the project will not
go ahead.

The Slocan Saturday Market is
getting a $3,000 grant, though this
falls short of the full $5,000 ask. Lunn
argued the market is deserving of the
grant money as these types of markets
tend to struggle in rural communities.
Others argued for the lessened amount
to encourage the market to become
self-sustaining.

“What we really want is a market
that runs on its own,” Perriere said.

WE Graham Community Service
Society is to receive $8,500 split into
four grants: $3,000 for technology
support, repair and maintenance at
their Learning Centre; $2,000 to
support the United Way’s Better at
Home program; $2,000 to expand a
food security initiative; and $1,500
to hire a community communications
coordinator for their Slocan Valley
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Early Years program. The total amount
provided to WEGCSS is about 75% of
what they applied for.

There was no argument in granting
the full $2,100 sought by the Slocan
and District Rescue Society to provide
better road and water rescue training
and buy new equipment. Nor was
there any debate about providing the
full $2,300 to the Slocan Community
Library to expand their book collection.

In the next range of recipients,
the Bee Awareness Society will get
$1,316 for an education program
in local schools; the Slocan Valley
Rail Trail Society will get $1,200 for
trail brushing; the Valley View Golf
Course will get $1,250 for course and
clubhouse maintenance equipment;
and Living Lakes will receive $1,000
for local water monitoring.

The lowest tier is made up of
organizations outside the Village of
Slocan itself, but which councillors
still deemed worthy of support.
This includes $800 for the Horse
Association of Central Kootenay,
$750 for the Greater Trail Hospice
Society, $750 for the Kootenay Brain
Injury Association, $530 for the
Canadian Red Cross, $500 for the
Kootenay Boundary Hospital &
Health Foundation Society, $500 for
Nelson’s ANKORS organization, $500
for the West Kootenay Community
EcoSociety (now Neighbours
United), $300 to support the Valhalla
Community Choir, $250 for a wildfire
resiliency centre in Winlaw and $200
for Golden’s Little Mittens Animal
Rescue Association.

Meandering mayor finds fire at

Box Lake Lumber

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Nakusp’s mayor is being called
something of a hero after he stumbled
across a fire that could have had
a devastating effect on the town’s
economy.

“If you hadn’t have gone when
you did, it would have been a lot
worse,” Nakusp Fire Chief Terry
Warren told Mayor Tom Zeleznik
at the April 23 meeting of Village
council.

Zeleznik said he was returning to
town after a meeting on April 19 and
decided, for no particular reason, to
take a roundabout route home.

“I can’t answer that, something
just told me to go in that direction,”
he told the Valley Voice. 1 was going
to turn down the hill to my place and
signalled to do so. But for no reason,
I turned the other way.”
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That trip up a side road took him
past the yard for Box Lake Lumber.

“I heard the Box Lake fire
alarm going off and went inside
the smoking room area. The mill’s
sprinkler system was on, flooding
and soaking the area,” Zeleznik
says. “I called 911, then [Box Lake
Lumber owner] Dan Wiebe and
[Nakusp Fire Chief] Terry Warren to
give a quick update of how quickly
things began escalating.

“I'had to hang up as [ saw flames
shooting out of the outside wall. After
calling all emergency personnel, I ran
to get hoses from the mill shed. Dan
arrived soon after and we attacked
the area with their fire equipment.”

The mill’s sprinkler system
helped delay the fire enough to
dampen the area, says Zeleznik. But
flames soon erupted from the alpha
side inside wall, and broke through
the outside wall with a large 18-inch
hole.

The fire was contained by
firefighters by about 6:54 pm.

Nakusp’s fire chief says it looks
like the fire started with a sparking
electric fan, and the fire spread into
the walls of the mill building. The
overall damage was minor, he said.

Zeleznik says Box Lake Lumber
— one of the top employers in the
village — was shut down for two
days as it recovered from the fire
and tried to get the yard’s electrical
system back up.
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by Jan McMurray

The Kaslo & District Community
Forest has its work cut out for it
this year, after the Briggs Creek fire
burned a significant amount of its
tenure area.

“We’re busy laying out cutblocks.
We have around 200 hectares
developed with more area to look at
this year. We are looking at harvesting
about 35,000 cubic metres in 2023,”
said KDCFS Manager Jeff Reyden at
the society’s annual general meeting
on April 20 at JV Humphries School.

Reyden explained that harvesting
the fire-damaged timber is “a long-
term timber supply incentive.
We’ll get to what we can that’s
merchantable, which will shift our
harvesting from green timber to fire-
damaged timber that would otherwise
disappear. The total area that will be
developed for harvesting represents
around 10% of the total area that was
burnt. Harvesting these areas will
make for more expedient and easier

I COMMUNITY I 5
Kaslo Community Forest AGM: Briggs Creek salvage logging planned for this year

reforestation as well.”

Reyden said Ministry of Forests
maps from aerial surveys showed that
the community forest’s tenure wasn’t
badly affected, but field trips showed
the extent of the damage. “When you
fly it, you see lots of green, but when
you start walking it on the ground,
it’s a different story,” Reyden said.
“There are patches of green timber
that are going to die — there is no duff
left in the whole fire perimeter, just
white and gray ash, and the tree roots
are torched.”

The fire burned about 10 hectares
of old-growth trees, Reyden added.
About 15% of the community forest’s
operable area is old growth.

The fire also burned about 100
hectares of the community forest’s
plantations. Reyden said they would
be planting 62,000 trees next year in
the area affected by the fire.

Last year, the community forest
logged 24,000 cubic metres — not
quite the annual allowable cut —in the

Lost Ledge and Cooper Face areas.
With markets at an “all-time high,”
according to Reyden, the community
forest’s financial statements show
a profit of $908,084 on the logging
operations, compared to a profit of
$563.,460 on logging operations in
2021. With the society’s other income
(grants, interest and membership
fees) and expenses thrown in, the
2022 books are showing a $741,768
surplus at the end of the year.
However, Treasurer Jeff Mattes
pointed out that the surplus would
be about $325,000 less if the total
cost of road building in 2022 were
reflected in the books. Currently, road
building costs are amortized over the
estimated number of years the road
will be used. Mattes suggested no
longer amortizing road construction
expenses. “‘Last year, we were shown
that they can burn, so I don’t see any
point in deferring it,” he said.

Road building last year included
constructing three kilometres of new

road up Branch 7, just north of Kaslo,
and upgrading Lost Ledge Road,
which hasn’t seen industrial activity
for almost 40 years, up to the bridge
crossing over Lost Ledge Creek. A
new bridge will be installed by CJ
Logging this year, Reyden reported.

Wildfire risk reduction projects
were completed last year around
East Access Trail, Bucky Cabin, with
planning projects done around the
Kaslo Reservoir and Cooper Face.
The Buchanan Face and Jimmy
Crack Corn projects are scheduled
for this year.

Reyden reported that they have a
grant to do some thinning on a block
up Branch 7, but they may not get to
it this year due to having to focus on
fire salvage operations.

In the chair’s report, Chris
Webster said Steve Anderson had just
stepped down after many years on the
board, several of them as chair. “We
will miss him,” he said. The Winter
in the Forest Festival was “a great

community event,” and the society
is looking at taking responsibility for
it this year.

The board includes Chris Webster,
Jeff Mattes, Stephen Fawcett, Doug
Drain, Stephen Neville, Greg Lay,
Tom Duchastel, Matt Brown (Village
representative) and Sarah Sinclair
(RDCK representative).
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp

250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm

Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.

Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca

403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo VOG 1M0

kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 6 pm, Sun. 10 am - 5 pm
Ph: 250-353-9667 office@sunnysidenaturals.ca

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver VOG 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Happy Mother’s Day! If you need a last minute gift for Mom, we may have just the
thing for her — and as always we offer complimentary gift wrapping * Open 5 days
a week: Tue-Sat, 11a—4p (or later) « Open Every Day from May 16th! « Spring/
Summer ‘23 eco-fashions from Montreal's Message Factory and Kelowna’s Brok
Boys will arrive this week, with the latest from Nomads and Abaka already on the
racks * We've decided to extend our ANIAN sale with all shirts, sweaters & coats
still 20-30% off « As always we've got the best in Canadian eco-fashion, awe-
some books, beautiful jewelry, great gifts, quality cards & much more. Thanks for

shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! « 250-358-2178 + RavensNestBC.
com « Facebook & Instagram ¢

Kootenay Beds - Inspired by Nature

Crafted by Hand - Kootenay Beds, 307 DeRosa Drive, V0G1S1, Rosebery
Contact: 250-800-8022 Make more space in your life with a Murphy Bed!
One-of-a-kind solid wood murphy beds handmade with love in the Kootenays.

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan - Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open — Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open — Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details
or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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David Langevin exhibit kicks off season at Studio Connexion

by Art Joyce

Art lovers are in for a treat
with the arrival of paintings by
Kamloops-based artist David
Langevin, exhibiting at Nakusp’s
Studio Connexion May 12-27, with
a reception May 26. Langevin’s
mountain landscapes have been
described as “magical,” capturing
an inner light that some viewers say
moves them to tears.

Langevin’s work is represented
by galleries in Whistler, Invermere,
Kelowna, White Rock, Calgary,
Regina, Ottawa, and in his home
province of Quebec. His painting

workshop in Nakusp on the weekend
of May 27-28 is already fully booked.

As with many artists, his talent
revealed itself at a young age, with
Langevin doing his first painting at
age five. Because the family didn’t
have a lot of money, he had to start
by teaching himself, copying from
books and nature. “By the time I was
in grade one or two, I was bartering
or trading paintings on the school
grounds. When I was 10 or 12, I
started doing commissions, so by the
time I graduated I had a little business
doing paintings.”

Langevin began his formal study

of art at college in his hometown
of Sherbrooke, Quebec, moving
on to the University of Ottawa to
get a bachelor of fine arts degree.
He also obtained a master’s of
education degree that enabled him
to earn an income teaching art
in high school while getting his
artistic career established. But he
found his university arts training a
disappointment.

“When I was a kid, I assumed if
I had a degree, I'd be able to launch
a professional career, but no, they
didn’t teach us about that stuff.”

He found the emphasis on
impressionism and the Group
of Seven wasn’t to his taste,
and pursued his own studies of
Renaissance and Baroque artists.
By studying the techniques of art
conservation, he learned how the
great masters built their paintings
in layers and began emulating this
technique. “There was nothing in my
art classes in university to teach me
how Caravaggio or Ruebens created
their paintings. So that’s how I got
the rest of my education, was by
studying conservation to learn how
those guys did their paintings.”

On the artist’s website can be
viewed a time-lapse video showing
how Langevin employs this
technique from first brush strokes to
completed canvas. He paints in both
oils and acrylics but estimates 70%
of his work is done in acrylics.

“When you paint in layers, what
happens is, it has an inner glow
or inner light because light passes
through the transparent layers and
reflects the subtle colours underneath,
so you get more depth and glow in
the painting,” says Langevin.

For Further information regarding
our services please visit:

www.kootenaycleanair.com

Kai Thompson
Kootenay Clean Air - West Division
(250) 777 - 1480

So how does a Quebec artist
end up living in Kamloops, BC?
Langevin had also lived in Montreal
but was told by galleries that his
style didn’t suit their urban clientele.
“They said, you know, your style
isn’t a good fit, you might do better
out west.”

One of Langevin’s skills is
mastery on the squash court, a
skill he also teaches. On his way to
Vancouver in 1992, he stopped in
Kamloops and learned the squash
club would be hosting the national
championships the following year
and needed a squash instructor. He
applied and got the job. But before
long, his art career took off and he
was able to devote himself full-time
to painting. Kamloops offered a
good midway point between the
Rockies and Vancouver and the
city was about the right size for
Langevin and his family. Ironically,
though, paintings of the semi-desert
landscape don’t tend to sell well
except to local residents.

“When you grow up in Ontario
and Quebec, you see paintings of
Lake Louise — you don’t really
see paintings of Kamloops. It
looks foreign to most people.”

The Valley Voice May 4, 2023

Consequently, his most popular
paintings are of Rockies-inspired
landscapes.

Oddly enough, it was the sport of
squash, not painting, that introduced
Langevin to Studio Connexion
gallery owner Anne Béliveau, who
is also an avid player of the game.
About 20 years ago, Langevin had
played with a squash pro from New
Denver at a Nelson tournament and
learned that Nakusp had an active
squash club performing at a high
level. That’s where he met Béliveau
and learned of her plans to open a
gallery when she retired from her
career as a schoolteacher. “We did
a couple tournaments there over the
years, and I loved it because Nakusp
is just such a cool little town and I
loved going there.”

This is the second time he has
exhibited at Studio Connexion. His
first show was in September 2011.

Although the Nakusp painting
workshop with Langevin is full, visit
his website at davidlangevin.com to
see what courses he is offering. “If
you want to paint like Van Gogh, I
can teach you that; if you want to
paint like Rembrandt, I can teach you
that,” he says.

David Langevin shows at Studio Connexion in Nakusp May 12-27.

May 12 — May 27
May 31 - June 17
June 20 - July 8
July 12 - July 30
( featured artist for CB Culture Tour)
August 2 - August 19
August 23 - Sept. 9
Sept. 12 - Sept. 30

David LANGEVIN
Richard BRODEUR
Brigitte DESBOIS
Holly WOODS

Charlene DUNCAN
Grace CROUGHAN
Bryn STEVENSON
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submitted

Of Light Itself, a retrospective,
showcases the life and work of the
eclectic Japanese Canadian artist,
Tsuneko Kokubo. She is a West
Kootenay artist of both regional and
national significance. This exhibition
is a 67-year survey of her creative
life. Parallel to her visual work in
oils and acrylics, the exhibition also
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Of Light Itself travels to Grand Forks Art Gallery

celebrates her past choreographed
performances and interviews through
video footage.

The retrospective was first shown
in summer 2022 at the Langham on
Kaslo. Since then, Tsuneko Kokubo
has produced 15 new works. Her
dynamic vision, whether in her visual
art or in her theatre performances,
is captivating to the eye and to the

heart, and is sensual, explicit in
detail, and often other-worldly in
scope. There is an overpowering
sense you have arrived in a mythic
landscape, experienced perhaps from
a dream fragment, from a poem you
heard long ago, or from a deeply
embedded memory of place.

As the title of the exhibition
reflects, the study of light and colour

Artworks from local artist selected to exhibit in the FCA online exhibition

submitted

Internationally renowned artist
Frantisek Strouhal of Passmore was
chosen for the juried 365 Online
Exhibition by the Federation of
Canadian Artists. His figurative
artwork, ‘The Way of Being,” and
still life ‘Symphony for Unity,” were
selected to be part of the exhibition

May 1-14.

“I am pleased to have been
selected by the FCA jury to take part
in this wonderful show,” Strouhal
says.

Strouhal’s art is nothing but
intentional. It is spiritual and
psychologically engaging. He feels
deeply connected to each piece he

In ‘The Way of Being,” Strouhal shares with us how “being authentic in a relationship offers
the other one the ability to transcend their limitations.”

creates. In ‘“The Way of Being,” he
shares with us how “being authentic in
a relationship offers the other one the
ability to transcend their limitations.
It opens the door for the other person
to unveil themselves... How can love
be carried out if we are afraid to share
our hurts and fears with one another?”

As for ‘Symphony for Unity,’ the
artwork expresses the artist’s belief
that Oneness is more than a concept;
it’s a choice about how to act as a
human being, engage with life, and
harmonize our intentions and actions.
It is a conscious approach to being
that unites us with others in creating
a brighter, more compassionate, and
harmonious world.

“To cope with the strains of
the modern world, I try to establish
within myself a haven of peace, joy,
serenity and strength. These are the
resources that allow us to expand,
progress, acquire strength, set what
seems like the unreachable goals —and
reach them,” says Frantisek about his
approach to his work.

The mission of the Federation of
Canadian Artists (FCA) is to advance
the knowledge and appreciation
of art and culture to all Canadians.
The exhibition can be seen at
federationgallery.com.

are paramount in Kokubo’s work. The
artist describes herself as a ‘seasonal
painter,” working with seasonal and
daily changes of light and weather,
and painting in the moment. Tsuneko
Kokubo’s art reflects her memories
of place. Whether from nature in
her beloved Kootenay forests and
creeks, or deep within her interior
landscapes through fragmented or
abstracted forms, the work expresses
the heartbeats of a renaissance
woman, choreographing her life

through paint and movement.

Lovingly called ‘Koko’ to all
who know her, she is a storyteller
whose work stays with us viscerally
on a deep level, connecting us with
our emotions and our memories.

The exhibition runs from May
6 to August 12, 2023 at the Grand
Forks Art Gallery. Opening reception
May 5 from 6 pm to 9 pm. Short
performance and Q&A at 1 pm
on May 6. Free admission. All are
welcome.

~

Happy
Mother’s

Day

to all of our clients!

Kaslo « New Denver ¢ Castlegar
250-353-2224 + 250-358-2500 + 250-365-0001

J
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Whole School invites all to 50th anniversary celebration

submitted

The Whole School is in its
50th year, and invites all to join in
the celebration at its annual spring
market on May 27, 11 am-5 pm.

The longest running
independent school in BC, the
school was first called the ‘Free
School.” Parents opened the
Vallican Whole School in 1973
and moved to Winlaw in 2009.

The structure and values of the
classroom have spread to Nelson
via the Wildflower program and
to surrounding classrooms as past
teachers bring with them elements
of the Whole School program.
Inspectors from the Office of
Independent Schools have
described the program as “cutting
edge” and “a vision for what they
want to see happening in schools

throughout the province.”

The Whole School has a
history of attracting educators
excited to work in small, well-
supported, multi-age classrooms
that emphasize social emotional
development and outdoor
learning.

The school’s vision is to
nurture individuals who are
confident in their own potential

and place in a changing world.
The innovative educational
program supports each child’s
sense of belonging and celebrates
their strengths by fostering student
resilience, compassion, and
adaptability both in their school
community and out into their
wider world.

Jessie Coonen explains, “The
most common question I get from

The Whole School is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. The school in Winlaw is the longest running independent school in BC.

parents who hear that I have had
my four kids in the Whole School
for the last 12 years is: ‘How did
they do when they moved on
to other schools?” My kids are
very much their own individuals
who passionately pursue their
interests and are leaders amongst
their peers. They courageously
stand for what they believe in,
and at the same time, show a
deep compassion and caring for
those around them. Their acts
of generosity are a pleasure to
witness.” Jessica Coonen is a
parent and Whole School board
member and is happy to meet with
anyone who has questions about
the school.

Parent involvement is a
key component in the school.
As an independent school and
charitable organization, the
Whole School is directed by
a school board of community
and parent members. There are
many opportunities for parent
involvement, including work in
the classroom for those with a
passion for participation in school

The Valley Voice May 4, 2023

activities, and special committees
focused on fundraising, hiring,
facilities improvements, and other
projects.

On average, Whole School
students spend 40% or more
of their learning time outside.
Fridays are Outdoor Leadership
Program days when teachers
plan trips and activities around
the Kootenays. Families can
join their children in exploration
for unique outdoor learning
experiences. Environmental
stewardship and Indigenous
ways of knowing and being are
woven into learning. Activities
include biking, hiking, skiing,
swimming, forest exploration, and
wild crafting. The aim is to foster
physical aptitude, knowledge
and safety in the wilderness, self-
direction, independence, as well as
teamwork and cooperative skills.

Enrolment is now open and
available through the website
www.wholeschool.ca or in person.
Call Valentina to arrange a visit to
the school. Email: wholeschool @
gmail.com

Local Chambers launch unique
storytelling tourism promotion

submitted

The Slocan Valley and
Nakusp and District Chambers of
Commerce, in partnership with the
Valley Voice and the storytelling
website Bardsplace.com, are
launching a unique tourism
promotion based on the personal
stories told by residents and visitors
in each region.

Stories are a compelling way
to promote a community, business,
or local event. A recent survey
found that 58% of those surveyed
said human-interest stories stoked
their interest and motivated them
to seek more information about
the subject of the story. 35% of
those surveyed said these stories
made them feel more connected
to the people telling the story
and their community, business or
organization.

Geran Capewell, a resident
of Kaslo, has created a website
with exclusive features that offer
the Chambers of Commerce an
opportunity to promote their
communities, businesses, and
organizations in their region
through storytelling. “This is a
completely unique tourism
promotion. Nothing quite like this
has been done before because there
is no other website on the internet
that has all the functionality my site
has,” said Capewell.

“All residents are invited to
tell their personal story on the
Bardsplace website — why you
live here, family legacies, personal
anecdotes, how you create your
art, how you started your business
or event, or little-known historical
stories about your community,”
said Capewell. “My goal is to use
these authentic stories to better
define for visitors the unique
character, culture, and charm of
each community.”

People can tell their story
by recorded voice, video, text,
or story board. It’s fun, easy, and
free. Simply join Bardsplace.com.
Then in your dashboard, select
how you want to tell your story.
The story template provides all
the instructions you need to tell
your story.

One of the many unique aspects
of Capewell’s website is that each
of the Chambers of Commerce
can create a ‘sharing circle’ (a
community of storytellers) for
their region. People can participate
by contributing their story to their
regional sharing circle. Instructions
on how to do this are in each of the
story templates.

Businesses and organizations
can significantly increase their
profile and promotional impact
by creating their own sharing
circle of stories told by owners,
customers, volunteers, members,
family, friends, and staff. ‘How to’
instructions are provided on the
Bardsplace website.

The strategy is simple. All
the stories and sharing circles
can be shared on multiple social
media sites, promoted through
online and email campaigns, and
linked to business, organization,
and tourism websites. Because all
these stories and sharing circles
are interlinked and cross-promoted
through the Chamber websites
and on Bardsplace.com, this
creates a powerful compounding
promotional impact.

To tell your story or create
your sharing circle, go to https:/
www.bardsplace.com/ Need help?
On Bardsplace home page, scroll
down to ‘Harness the power of
storytelling” or go to Frequently
Asked Questions. If you cannot
find your answer, contact support@
bardsplace.com.



May 4, 2023 The Valley Voice

Postcards from Palestine offers glimpse of another reality

submitted

In an effort to gain deeper
understanding about a conflict in the
Middle East that has lasted for more
than 55 years, the Mir Centre for Peace
is hosting two events that will present a
local perspective on life in the occupied
West Bank.

Argenta photographer and
journalist Louis Bockner will share
his writings and images in a pair
of evenings titled ‘Postcards from
Palestine’ on May 11 and 12. The
events in Castlegar and Nelson will
feature a collaborative performance
by poet Zaynab Mohammed and
musician Bessie Wapp, as well as a
short presentation from Sid Shniad of
Independent Jewish Voices Canada, an
organization that envisions a just peace
in Palestine and Israel based on equality
and human rights.

“We recognize that this is a highly
charged and very sensitive issue,” says
Jennie Barron, the chair of the Mir
Centre for Peace at Selkirk College.
“It would be too easy to turn our
attention away, but it’s important
that we engage with each other, to
respectfully listen and have dialogue
across divides. That dialogue will be
complemented by Bessie and Zaynab’s
performance, which is symbolically
very meaningful.”

A perspective through the
lens

Bockner is an award-winning
photographer and writer whose work
has been featured in The Narwhal,
The Globe and Mail and Kootenay
Mountain Culture magazine. In
December 2022, Bockner travelled to
the Palestinian city of Hebron in the
West Bank where he spent three weeks

in the occupied territory.

“I’ve wanted to travel to Palestine
for a long time to see for myself what
the situation is like,” says Bockner. “It’s
a place that’s hard to get a clear picture
of from afar because of the polarity of
opinions around it, so experiencing it
first-hand was important to me. My
time volunteering for Community
Peacemaker Teams [CPT] in Hebron,
the only segregated city in the West
Bank, was a crash course in the Israeli
occupation and what it looks like on
the ground for Palestinians every day.”

A masterful photographer who
captures the soul of his human subjects
and beauty of magnificent landscapes,
Bockner will transport those in
attendance to the heart of the conflict.

“Although I am a journalist, this
presentation isn’t meant to be a piece of
journalism,” he says. “It’s an attempt to
convey what I felt and saw during my
three weeks in Palestine and sharing my
journal entries alongside photographs
seemed like the perfect way to do that.”
Making change through
sharing culture

Mohammed is an award-winning
professional performance poet based
in the Slocan Valley. She was born on
the coast of BC to immigrant parents
fleeing war-torn countries. Inspired by
the hardships her family has endured,
Mohammed’s writing touches on what
is possible in the realms of healing and
creating new ways forward.

“I’ve been waiting to be part of this
conversation for a very long time,” she
says. “Louis Bockner’s courage to put
forth these events and fundraise for
CPT in Palestine inspires me. Further,
to collaborate with a woman with
Jewish roots adds to the joy in my heart,

as I am a woman with Palestinian roots.
Once upon a time, we were neighbours,
not enemies. History has robbed us of
our kinship.”

Mohammed was named Nelson’s
Cultural Ambassador in 2022 and Wapp
was named to that role in 2015.

Wapp was raised in Nelson and has
been a professional performing artist
since 1993. After a formal education in
visual art and music studies, she traveleld
the world for more than a decade with
innovate interdisciplinary groups before
returning to her hometown. She leads the
Taghum Hall Choir, is a faculty member
of Oxygen Art Centre and is a member
of the Bill Lynch Trio.

“My ancestors are Eastern
European Jews and it breaks my heart
that in Israel my people have privilege
while our oldest neighbours are second-
class citizens,” Wapp says. “I am
honoured and grateful that Zaynab
welcomed this collaboration.”

‘Postcards from Palestine” will
be presented on May 11 at the Mir
Centre for Peace in Castlegar and
May 12 at the Shambhala Music &
Performance Hall in Nelson. All profits
from these two events will go towards
the Hebron office of Community
Peacemaker Teams. CPT is a global
peace organization with offices in
Columbia, Iraqi-Kurdistan, Canada,
Lesvos and Palestine that believes
violence is rooted in systemic structures
of oppression.

Tickets are available at www.
selkirk.ca/events/postcards-palestine
($15 adults, $12 seniors, $10 students).
Bockner will also be selling physical
postcards of his photographs at the
event so please bring cash if you wish
to purchase.

Argenta photographer and journalist Louis Bockner will share his writings and images in a pair of evenings titled ‘Postcards from Palestine’ on May 11 and 12.

Fundraising campaign begins for HARMONY Community Festival on the Beach

submitted

Treehugger Retreats and Events
Society is hosting HARMONY, a
community festival on Slocan beach
on July 15.

“Expect a family friendly
atmosphere with live music, dance
and theatre performances from local
artists, a sand sculpture workshop,
a volleyball tournament, food and
artisan vendors, a bouncy castle and
a floating water slide on the lake,”
said Lisa Parente of the society.

The society is looking for
donations and volunteers to make
this community event a success.
“As all of our community events are
free or by donation, our fundraising

campaign is now open, making the
event a community initiative,” said
Parente.

Volunteers are needed to
do fundraising and promotion,
graphic design, webpage/Facebook
design and management, volunteer
coordination, vendor coordination,
and sand sculpture workshop
coordination.Also needed are
an artist liaison, security guards,
a lifeguard, and a treeling gift
coordinator.

Organizers acknowledge the
founders of the Unity festival
of years past and all their heart
and energy, and wish to continue
promoting and supporting Slocan

Valley arts and culture. They also
acknowledge that patrons will gather
on snCickstx tmxwila?xw (Sinixt
territory) and give gratitude to this
land and its waters. They wish to
continue to build connections, with
ourselves, with each other and with
Mother Earth.

Donations are pay-what-you-
can or pay-it-forward. If the goal of
$15,000 is not reached by June 1, the
event will not happen and donations
will be refunded.

Donations can be e-transferred
to treehuggersocietybc@outlook.
com. Email the society to volunteer,
or to register for the sand sculpture
workshop or volleyball tournament.
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VALHALLA WILDERNESS SOCIETY - 2023
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

PHOTO: MARCY MAI

Adult female Western Toad carrying her eggs across Highway 31A at Fish Lake.
Females typically carry around 12,000 eggs that become toadlets.

Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road
* From early May-July, volunteer for a few nights to spend 2 hours just after dark
moving migrating adult toads to safety off Highway 31A at Fish and Bear lakes.
Help prevent hundreds of toads from being killed while crossing the highway to
breed at Fish Lake.

* In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor
toadlet migration.

Training and honorarium for travel will be provided.

Please contact: Cindy Walker, katakwak@hotmail.com 250-505-4532
Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660

SERVICE CHANGE NOTICE ON SATURDAYS

Due to critical staffing challenges in the region Nakusp Pharmachoice will
have to reduce pharmacy services on Saturdays for the immediate future.
Starting on Saturday January 21st 2023 there will be no prescription services

available on Saturdays only.

Full pharmacy services will be available Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00
PM. Please ensure your prescription is ordered and picked up during our
regular pharmacy service hours Monday to Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM.
Nakusp Pharmachoice will be open on Saturdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Front shop items will continue to be available however some over-the-counter
medications (most cough and cold products, Gravol, codeine products, an-
tihistamines, muscle relaxants and plan B) will not be available to purchase
because there is no pharmacist on duty.

We are working very hard to fill this pharmacist vacancy and are extremely
sorry for any inconvenience this loss in service will cause our customers,
patients, health care providers and our community.

Lunch Closure change notice

Based on feedback from the community we will be changing our lunch

closure to 1:00PM - 1:45PM. This should allow more customers to shop

Nakusp Pharmachoice during their lunch hour.

Please call one of your Nakusp Pharmachoice team members (ph. 250-

265-2228) if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your ongoing consideration, understanding and support.

Sincerely,

Your Nakusp Pharmachoice Team
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New Denver council, April 25: Marina boundaries to be defined

by Jan McMurray

Council members and staff
agreed it would be a good idea to
meet with Slocan Lake Boating
Association representatives to
discuss the boundaries of the
marina. SLBA reps have staked
out the four-acre area they use,
and have invited Village officials
to an on-site meeting. Following
the last Committee of the Whole
meeting on March 28, when
the marina commodore, Lloyd
Bazay, presented the association’s
concerns, he followed up with an
email summarizing the three
main outstanding issues: marina
boundaries, the need for a proper
lease with the Village, and the
amount the association pays for
the marina area.

At this meeting, staff
provided council with all the
documentation they could find on
the marina, going back to 1974.
The boundaries are not clearly
defined in any of the documents,
but the Village’s tax roll states
that the marina area is 2.38 acres.

Staff also informed council
that the 20-year lease with the
Province for the Crown land on
both sides of Carpenter Creek
that extends from the marina to
the highway is due for renewal
in 2024, and discussions will
begin soon. “The Province has
indicated that going forward,
this lot would be split into two
separate leases, one specifically
for the marina area and one for
the balance of the lot.” The staff

report says SLBA may be able
to have a ‘proper lease’ after the
marina boundaries are clearly
defined and the land is separated
into two leases.

Staff also gives the history
on the amount SLBA has paid
for the use of the marina lands.
Prior to the 1994 renewal of the
lease, SLBA paid $25 annually.
In 1994, the annual fee was
increased to reflect the revenue
SLBA was collecting in moorage
fees. In 1995, SLBA agreed to
pay for the Crown land lease,
which was based on moorage
fees collected in 1994. Staff
points out that SLBA should
be prepared for an increase in
the lease amount in the 2024,
as the association is collecting
substantially more now than
in 1994. Property taxes would
also go up, it was pointed out, if
the marina was using four acres
instead of the 2.38 acres currently
noted on the assessment roll.

Councillors Colin Moss and
John Fyke said they were in
favour of the SLBA having a
lease directly with the Crown
for the marina portion of the
lot, so they could be “masters of
their own destiny.” Moss added
he’d want a condition that the
association would never put
a fueling station there. Mayor
Casley’s response was that he
doesn’t think the Province will be
interested in entering into a lease
with a non-profit organization,
and that he feels a regulated

fueling station is better than the
use of jerry cans, which lends
itself to spills.

Councillor Hammond
said more than once during the
discussion that she wanted the
Village to initiate a meeting
with all users of the leased land,
including off-leash dog walkers,
North Slocan Trails Society
and SLBA. She voted against
the recommendation to meet
with SLBA on site because “I
don’t think thinking in silos is
effective.”

Mayor Casley said he is open
to talking to anyone who uses the
area after council talks to SLBA.
Disc golf practice
basket

New Denver’s disc golf
course may get a practice basket.
Tyler Perrault of the Slocan Lake
Disc Golf Association appeared
before council to ask if they could
install a practice basket adjacent
to the recycling depot, near the
picnic table and vault toilet.
Although all council members
were very supportive of the
project, Mayor Leonard Casley
explained that the pumphouse
and backup generator for the
new wells had to be placed in the
same area. “We haven’t finalized
where everything is going on that
block yet, so we can’t say ‘yes,”
he said.

At the next council meeting
May 9, council will consider
providing the association with a
letter of support in principle so

the group can move forward with
grant applications. Village staff
will work with them on possible

locations for the basket and bring
these back to council.
Perrault said the group would
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be interested in discussing the
project with the neighbours and
“anyone using the area.”

Slocan City International Music and Art Fair returns for second year

submitted

The Slocan City International
Music and Art Fair Association,
aregistered non-profit society, is
pleased to announce the return
of the annual festival, ‘Slocan
Live, for its second year on June
16and 17.

The fair aims to promote
Slocan as a cultural destination
by bringing national and
international performers and
artists to the valley and providing
opportunities for local performers
and artists. The event will also
benefit the region economically
and culturally at the beginning
of the summer season.

The event will bring names
like Michael Williams, JC Smith,
Henri Brown, Kenny ‘Blues
Boss” Wayne and Big Dave
McClean back to the Kootenays
and showcase homegrown talent,
including Brothers Black Band,
The Great Full Life, Two for
Tripping and Violet Wolf. Last
year’s event took place as the
launch of Slocan City Hotel,
whose new restaurant ‘The
Lobby Grill” will be up and
running in time for this year’s fair.

The event is run by a
dedicated board of directors,
which includes a visual artist,

economist, music promoter,
music producer, publisher,
architect and designer, digital
marketer and IT specialist who
are working hard to bring this
boutique event to the valley.
The board would like to
thank all those local businesses
and individuals who are
stepping up to support the
festival, including Trowelex
Rentals and Sales, Slocan City

Hotel, The Lobby Grill, Slocan
Valley Legion Branch 276, the
Valley Voice and SMT Law.
We gratefully acknowledge the
financial support of the Province
of British Columbia.

Join us for a weekend of
music and art in the heart of the
Kootenays. Progressive pricing
in place, so get your tickets soon.
For more information, visit Www.
slocan live.

Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne is one of the performers at this year’s Slocan City
International Music and Art Fair, June 16-17.

Corazon returns to Silverton

submitted

Valhalla Fine Arts
Community Concert Series will
once again be hosting Corazén
Vocal Ensemble for a spring
concert in our community. On
Monday, May 29, come hear
this 25-member auditioned choir
based in Nelson, led by Malaika
Horswill. The performance
will be at 6:30 pm at Silverton

Memorial Hall, and admission is
by donation.

Coraz6n sings from the heart
and has in turn won the hearts of
many Canadian audiences in the
23 years since its inception. This
talented and dedicated group
of young singers has gained a
reputation for their dynamic
performance style and innovative
repertoire.

Corazén’s goal is to gain
a deeper understanding of
themselves and others through
musical storytelling. The
ensemble feels that through
exploration in rehearsal and
presentation in concert, we are
all, singers and listeners alike,
drawn together to embrace our
similarities and share in the
celebration of our differences.

Kaslo Kids’ Climate Hike set for May 19

by Jan McMurray

Kids in Kaslo are accepting
pledges for this year’s Kaslo
Kids’ Climate Hike, and
inviting community members
to join them.

Students from the K-3
classes at JV Humphries will be
hiking around the Kaslo River
Valley Loop on Friday, May 19,
starting from the north side of
Unity bridge shortly after 9 am.

Students in the Heartwood
Learning Community program
cannot attend on Friday but
want to participate, so will do
a hike on Wednesday, May 17.

All proceeds will go to the
BC Youth Climate Corps.

The first Kaslo Kids’
Climate Hike took place in
September 2021 and was
inspired by the Hike for
Hospice. “My son has always
been motivated to do something
about climate change, and my
kids and I have done a bit of
fundraising for the Hike for

Hospice, so I thought it would
be a great idea to do a hike for
climate change,” said Tamara
Schwartzentruber.

The first hike was organized
in coordination with Homelinks,
as Tamara’s son was in that
program at the time. “We had
a successful event, with around
20-30 people participating in
the hike itself. We raised over
$1,600,” she said.

The proceeds of the 2021
hike went to support local youth
activist Jamie Hunter to attend
COP26 climate conference in
Glasgow and to Indigenous
Climate Action.

This year, Tamara says
they decided on the BC Youth
Climate Corps as the recipient
of the proceeds after receiving
suggestions from one of the
teachers. Kaslo resident John
Cathro is co-founder of the
organization. “I called him
to tell him we wanted to
make a contribution to the

Climate Corps, and he was
appreciative. We had a very nice
conversation.”

The event this spring is the
first project of the Kaslo Kids’
Climate Club, which Tamara
and her kids are just getting
off the ground. “Our goal is
to have regular get-togethers
with Kaslo kids of all ages
where we can talk about climate
and environmental challenges
and come up with actions that
support a healthy climate and
regeneration of ecosystems,”
Tamara says. “My son, Akasha,
is really enthusiastic about
this, and has made a website
about it!”

Check the ‘Kids’ Hike for
Climate’ Facebook page for
more information. To make a
pledge, you can send Tamara
SunSong a private message
on Facebook, email her at
sunsonghealing@yahoo.ca or
drop off cash or a cheque at the
JVH office.
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by Mark Page

The impact of inflation is
being felt on most people’s
finances in BC, and the
Village of Slocan’s municipal
government is no different. To
deal with these rising costs,
residents will be getting a
larger-than-normal increase
in municipal taxes this year,
with a planned 5% rate hike.

This comes in addition
to a 3% increase in water
rates and a 19% increase
in regional district taxes to
be collected this year from
Slocan residents.

“Our budgets do need to
reflect the reality of increased
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Slocan residents to see 5% increase in municipal taxes
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costs,” said Slocan Mayor
Jessica Lunn. “Or it’s just
deferring to a future date.”

Slocan council presented
the new annual tax rate
bylaw along with their five-
year financial plan bylaw at
a special meeting on April
17. The new bylaws must
be adopted and sent to the
provincial government for
approval by May 15. The tax
deadline for residents will be
July 4.

With the exception of
2020, municipal taxes have
risen by 3% every year since
2017. Though the higher-
than-normal rate hike for

New name and new rules for
New Denver’s fitness centre

by Kathy Hartman

A new name and new
rules for New Denver’s fitness
centre and gymnasium were
approved at a special meeting
of Recreation Commission 6,
held April 24.

These items had been
referred to the commission’s
gym committee at the March
I commission meeting,
and were discussed at
a workshop March 23. A
summary of the workshop
with the gym committee’s
four recommendations was
provided to the commission,
and all four recommendations
were approved at the April 24
meeting.

The name of the facility
is now the ‘New Denver and
Area Community Fitness
Centre.’

Specific hours are now
reserved for public time, and
rentals and programs can
happen outside of public
hours.

Public time is Monday
through Friday, 3-6:30 pm and
9-10:30 pm and Saturday and
Sunday from noon to 6 pm.

Groups and individuals
can rent the facility for
organized activities outside
of public times. They will
have to sign an RDCK facility
use agreement, and provide
proof of insurance. Insurance
can be purchased easily and at
reasonable rates through the
RDCK website. Alternatively,
it can be purchased through an
insurance broker.

Instructors can offer
classes outside of public
times. If the classes meet the
RDCK’s risk management
processes and procedures,
and if the instructors sign the
RDCK’s instructors’ standard
of conduct agreement, their
liability insurance is covered
by the RDCK.

The request to refund
2022 membership fees for
those who were unable to use
the gymnasium for sports or
group activities was denied.
Because the gymnasium was

partially filled with fitness
equipment in 2022, Fitness
Centre member Rayn Butt
made the request. He said in an
email to the commission that
a refund seemed appropriate
“as Rec 6 did not publicly
advertise that the gymnasium
was unavailable for its
intended use, and it negatively
affected many users of the
facility for practically the
entire year.”

“The workgroup carefully
considered the request,” states
the workshop summary. It
goes on to say the committee
considered that the price of
membership is reasonable
at $50 for the calendar year
and only recovers a portion
of the administrative cost of
managing the facility.

The committee’s fourth
recommendation was to ask
staff to look into options for
the renewal of the gym floor.
Joe Chirico, general manager
of Community Services for the
RDCK, said he wanted to look
at options and costs estimates
for different flooring. “Some
members of the community
want it to remain a wood floor.
And we want to provide that
information,” he said.

Also at the April 24
meeting, staff reported that
the RDCK has ordered
an elliptical machine and
rowing machine from Rocky
Mountain Fitness to replace
old ones. Old equipment will
be taken to the Rosebery
transfer station. Alternate
Commissioner John Fyke
said some members had asked
him about buying some of the
old pieces, but Chirico said
for liability reasons, the old
equipment should be taken
to the transfer station, where
people can pick them up at
their own risk.

Finally, staff will enter
into an agreement with School
District 10 for use of the
Lucerne School gym from
October 3, 2023 to May 30,
2024 for Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 7 to 9 pm.

municipal taxes is primarily
due to inflation, the increase
in regional district taxes for
Slocan residents is influenced
by a variety of factors,
including rising property
values, inflation, interest rates
and RDCK staff salaries.

According to data from
the provincial government,
inflation in BC was 6.9% for
2022. It fell to 4.7% in March
2023.

To keep municipal taxes
from ballooning, council
resolved to pay down a chunk
of money on the old mill site,
which the Village bought in
2020 for $1.5 million. In a
special meeting of council
on March 30, they passed a
motion to pay off $145,000
from the principal balance of
this loan to offset the increased
interest on monthly payments.

“We are trying to keep
it as low as we can for our
citizens,” Lunn said.

Slocan’s Chief Financial

Officer Nathan Russ told
councillors in the April 17
budget meeting that the
Village is saving residents a
3.5% tax increase by making
this payment.

He also said alternate
sources of revenue are helping
ease the tax burden. The
Springer Creek Campground
in particular had a great year
and has become a big source
of revenue for the Village.

Russ also listed the several
large capital projects being
undertaken by the Village
that are underway or in
the planning stages. These
include an affordable housing
project in central Slocan, the
revamping of Harold Street,
repairs and improvements to
Expo Park, an electrification
project at the campground and
fixes to the breakwater on the
Slocan Lake waterfront.

Russ reported that 89%
of the cost for these projects
is being covered with grant

money, as the Village
managed to get approximately
$1,375,000 from sources such
as the provincial government
and the Columbia Basin Trust.

The long-term plan also
mentions upgrades to the
Village’s water systems, but
Village staff expect about $6
million will be needed for that
project and they have yet to
find funding for it. They are
still doing pre-planning for
this project so those numbers
are only preliminary.

Russ noted that while
property values increased on
average by 26% in Slocan in
2023, this does not actually
affect property owners’
municipal taxes, as the tax
rate is adjusted to compensate.
Basically, as the Village does
their budgeting, they figure
out how much more money
they need to raise and set the
rates accordingly.

This means a 5%
municipal tax hike is just that

for residents, regardless of
their property values.

It can, however, have an
effect on the share of regional
district taxes local residents
pay. As was previously
reported in the Valley Voice,
RDCK Chief Financial
Officer Yev Mallof said that
because property values in
New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan have risen faster than
elsewhere in Area H, the
share of the tax burden of
those areas has increased
proportionally.

2014 VW Jetta

for sale
Needs transmission

$500
Phone 250-358-7215
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Kaslo council gives nod to record budget

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The average Kaslo homeowner will
see a6.85% increase on their tax bill this
year, Village officials say.

The town’s 2023 draft budget
calling for the increase was approved
by council at a special budget meeting
on April 18.

The 2023 budget sees a judicious
use of nearly $76,000 from last year’s
surplus to bring down the overall
tax burden, which would have been

Since 1986
Come see our new Spring stock:
Summer hats, Kaslo T-shirts and
Sweatshirts, new cards and more!
Open Monday through Saturday.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

MEAT
MARKET
& DELI

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily )
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting
\- Weekly Instore Specials

“much higher,” said the Village’s top
bureaucrat.

“We’re fortunate we do have
surplus funds to draw upon,” Chief
Administrative Officer Ian Dunlop
told council. “...We can’t spend that
much surplus every year, but this year
fortunately we have the money set aside
to do that.”

The total budget this year is for
nearly $8 million, likely a record, the
CAO said. Butit’s alittle skewed, as the
Village received nearly $1 million from
the provincial Growing Communities
Fund as a special grant — and only a
small portion of that will be spent this
year.
Of that $7.97 million total, only
$778,000 is from tax revenue — less
than 10%.

Grants from other levels of
government are more than half the
Village’s revenues, while reserves and
utility fees are other revenue streams.

“We do rely on sales of service
and other sources of revenue, but the
unconditional grants are what allow us
to do business, to do projects,” he says.

The Village is also sitting on $2.8
million in reserves, though most of those
are earmarked for specific infrastructure,
like water and sewer systems, the
cemetery, library, or aerodrome.

Assessment oddity

Every budget process has its quirks,
and Dunlop said this year it was a
strange ruling that saw the town’s non-
market assessment — the value of all
new building in the village — decrease
by nearly three-quarters of a percentage
point.

That changed the Village’s
calculations of how much it would
need from each homeowner.

“That threw the numbers off a fair

bit,” he said. “T was targeting a 6%
property tax increase on average, now it
will be 6.85%. It will vary by property.

“It’s unusual see it change that
much. It’s usually .1-.2% on non-market
change. Somebody must have appealed
a development, that things were not
so far along. We really don’t have an
explanation.”

Capital projects

Among the major spending projects
this year is the continuation of the Kaslo
River Dike project, the addition of a UV
system to the water treatment plant,
arena repairs, a new public works shed,
park developments, and nearly $1.2
million worth of renovation work on
the Kemball building.

The Village will also manage grants
of $321,000 to be spent on FireSmart
projects around the community.

The public works department will
get a new electric pickup truck and
Zero-turn mower.

Most of the projects are paid for
in part or fully by grants. While the
Kemball building renos are under-
funded, the Village will pull $100,000
from the Growing Community Fund for
some of the work.

Councillors said they were happy to
see the Village doing so much work for
a minimum cost to taxpayers.

“We’re basically keeping in line
with CPI,” said Kaslo Mayor Suzan
Hewat. “There’s not a lot of areas
we could cut, if people wanted to cut
service. And even that, you can see the
amount that does come from municipal
taxation is quite minimal in comparison
to other agencies.

“We’re asked continually to provide
increased service, and it costs money to
provide service.”

It was important to recognize the

RHONDA RUSTON K.C. LAWYER, is very pleased to announce that
her current Kaslo Law Office, known as RUSTON LAW, is merging with
LYSENKO LAW, effective MAY 1, 2023. The office will continue to
be located at 404 Front Street, Kaslo.

Lilina Lysenko is an experienced Barrister and Solicitor who, together
with her team of lawyers, paralegals and support staff, offers successful
full-service law practices in both Rossland and Kimberley. Rhonda will
continue to work for Lysenko Law, and along with the team at Lysenko
Law, the Kaslo branch office will now be able to provide a diverse and
full range of legal services.

Our lawyers will be in the office in Kaslo and available to meet in-person.
Home visits and remote meetings are also available.

Lilina was born and raised in the Kootenays and, along with her husband
and 2 children, calls the West Kootenays home. Her husband has deep
roots in Kaslo and area, and Lilina and her family spend as much time
as they are able to at the family property just south of Mirror Lake. They
are excited to be able to spend more time in the Kaslo area, and they look
forward to becoming contributing members to this community.

We invite you to visit at: www.lysenkolaw.ca

stress taxpayers are under, said another
councillor.

“We really recognize the challenges
people have had... coming out of
COVID,” said Molly Leathwood.
“I think our budget, even though
some of our expenses have gone up
considerably, we’re still really trying
to be aware of not increasing our taxes
by too much.

“So the decision to use the prior
surplus is a good one and it really will
benefit the community because we don’t
then have to raise taxes higher than what
they are.”

Next steps

While the financial plan is set,
there’s still plenty of financial decisions
to be made. The Growing Communities
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Fund windfall of $998,000 is one such
issue. Council has to tell the Province
its plans for the money by year’s end.
Council may also get word on funding
for a new library, sewer system and
water treatment plant projects, among
others.

The Village budget is expected
to continue to call for single-digit
increases for the next few years, if
present conditions continue. The five-
year financial plan calls for a projected
6% tax increase in 2024, followed by a
5% ,4% and 3% in 2025,2026 and 2027
respectively.

The five-year financial plan and tax
rates bylaws were given three readings
at the regular meeting April 25 and are
expected to be adopted on May 9.

Seniors’ exercise class in Kaslo

submitted

‘Keeping Fit and Connected,” a
seniors’ exercise group in Kaslo, has
been active since 2005 — for over the
past dozen years. An amazing number
of Kaslo seniors have participated
in this physio-guided exercise class
to help them maintain their physical
energy and abilities during the winter
months.

Retired physiotherapist Elizabeth
Scarlett has finely tuned a series of
exercises that are well designed for
active seniors who want to maintain
their health, mobility and well-being
as their body ages. Retired nurse Liz
Ross leads the group through the
series of exercises, designed to stretch

and limber the body muscles without
leaving you wiped out and exhausted.

In the current class, some of the
seniors have physical limitations, and
others want to maintain their active
lifestyles as long as they are able. There
are two seniors over 90 in the class.

These classes are held in St
Andrew’s Heritage Hall, starting in
the early fall and continuing to the end
of April, at a very nominal fee.

Participants now enter their spring
and summer activities with enthusiasm
and good energy.

Announcement of when the fall
classes will begin will be posted early
in the fall. New members are always
welcome.

Fundraiser launched to aid Kaslo fire victim

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A fundraising campaign is
aiming to help a Kaslo man whose
house burned down on April 10.

A GoFundMe campaign was
launched to support Quinn (Anmol)
Sethi, a resident who gives back to
the community.

“He lost everything in the fire,
including his vehicle,” notes a
summary on the donation page.
“Quinn is a valued member of both
Kaslo Search and Rescue and the
Kaslo Fire Department.”

While Sethi had insurance, the
campaign was launched “to help

with the immediate need as it’s
uncertain how long that process will
take to come through.”

Sethi’s mother is also ill and
the man was hoping to go home to
Ontario to be with her.

“Kaslo Search and Rescue is
hoping that this fundraiser will
help Quinn with the beginning
stages of rebuilding his life and help
him travel to spend time with his
critically ill mother,” the fundraiser
states.

At press time, the ‘Help Quinn
Recover from House Fire’ campaign
had raised $3,050 of its $5,000
target.

cupation.

celebration.
Nomination can be mailed to:

Box 576, Kaslo, BC, VOG 1M0O

or emailed to: admin@kaslo.ca

We are calling for nominations for

2023 Citizen of the Year

It is the Community’s way of saying, Thank you for making life
better for everyone in our communities!

In making a nomination, keep in mind a few simple guidelines:

1. Recognition should have nothing to do with the nominee’s oc-

2. The nominee cannot have previously received this honor.

3. We look for nominees who selflessly volunteer their time to help
make life better for neighbors, friends and even people they don’t
know. Their ongoing contributions can be big or small. When eval-
uating the nominations, thoughtful consideration is given to those
whose good deeds are not necessarily well known.

4. Deadline for submissions is June 2, 2023

5. The award will be presented at Kaslo’s August 12" birthday

Citizen of the Year 2023, Village of Kaslo

Dropped off at the Village office

This award is sponsored by the Village of Kaslo.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A property owner’s plan to
subdivide two small slivers of land
reached a dead end when council
unanimously rejected a variance that
would allow a building to be built on
one of the properties.

The owners of the heavily treed
and sloped property off ‘B’ Avenue
wanted to carve off the odd-shaped
slice of land from the main property.
But they wanted to get general
permission to build on the property
before bothering with the expense
of subdividing. That permission
required changes to the building rules
to fit a small house and septic field
onto the quarter-acre lot.

But local residents raised a
campaign against the variance,
worrying that building on the sloped
lot could create landslide hazards,
foul their properties should the septic
system fail, and bring an end to the
privacy of their backyards. Several
neighbours attended the last two
council meetings to ensure council
knew they were opposed to the
variance.

Staff noted the application
did meet council’s objective of
encouraging new housing, that the
setback variance (from 6.5 metres to
1 metre from the property line) should
cause no issues, and geotechnical
studies would be needed before any
home could be built on the property.

But it was a visit to the site that
convinced Councillor Rob Lang the
application should be denied.

“I feel badly about this, because I
have sympathy for people who have
property in the village that cannot be
developed while they’re still required
to pay taxes,” he says. “Given the
situation that exists there, and not
having all the information in front
of us, I can’t support the variance at
this point.”

His fellow councillors all agreed,
and the variance was denied.

The property owner can appeal
the ruling to the variance board,
a sub-committee of council made
up of local citizens. The property
owner can also still move forward
with the subdivision, though a ‘no-
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build’ clause would be attached to
the property in question.
Playing ball with KBSA

The Village is going to enter
into an agreement with the Kaslo
Baseball and Softball Association to
have it deliver sports programming
this spring.

The proposed agreement will
allow the KBSA to use Murray
Pearson Ball Park for adult and youth
baseball games five days per week
from April through July of 2023.

“Since the Village does not
have a recreation department
and the capacity to oversee the
delivery of recreation programming,
a user agreement (rather than a
service provider agreement) is
recommended,” noted staff. “The
proposed agreement enables the
KBSA to use the concession building
for food sales, which will allow them
to fundraise to cover their costs.”

The agreement saves the
association nearly $2,000 in rental
fees compared to booking the ball
diamonds like any other group.
They’ll pay $650 under the user
agreement. Much of the money will
go towards washroom maintenance
at the facility, which is handled by
the campground operator.

The Village has also provided
the KBSA with $1,500 in grants
so far this year to cover the cost of
insurance for the sport for both adults
and youth.

Pop-up clothing store

The Kaslo Clothes Hanger has
applied for a Temporary Use Permit
(TUP) to operate a temporary retail
outlet on the empty lot next to the
liquor store. Owner Marian Ranseth
says she’s applying to set up on the
empty lot as there is no retail space
available in town. She plans to run
the store from May 1 to the end of
September.

If approved, she will have to pay
$1,000, mostly to ensure that any
clean-up costs are covered.

The Village’s intention to allow
the TUP will be advertised, to allow
the public to provide feedback.
Noise bylaw rewrite

Staff have been directed to
rewrite the Village’s noise bylaw to

create an exemption for the historic
paddlewheeler SS Moyie’s steam
whistle. But the revised bylaw may
also clear up some other issues with
the 15-year-old bylaw as well.

“For example, it is not clear
whether the bylaw prohibits the
keeping of animals or playing of
music outright, or just in cases
where it might disturb the quiet,
peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or
convenience of individuals or the
public,” staff wrote in a report to
council. “A revised bylaw could
improve clarity and incorporate
current best practices, which may
have evolved since Bylaw 1079 was
adopted in 2008.”

It’s been almost a year since
council first received a complaint
from a citizen about the sounding
of the paddlewheeler’s whistle at
noon every day, and when a visitor
donates $5 to the facility. Now staff
have been directed to begin work on
the bylaw. And the public will likely
have an opportunity to have some say
in what the bylaw contains.

“...[S]taff recommends
proceeding slowly with readings
of the bylaw (by giving only two
— not three — readings upon its
introduction), to provide interested
parties plenty of opportunity to
submit feedback,” the report adds.
Jazz Fest agreement

The Village is going to enter into
an agreement with the Kaslo Jazz
Festival Society to allow it to operate
the music festival on the waterfront
for three years.

Council approved the deal,
which secures the event’s dates and
location until 2025.

The agreement confirms park
use, but does not address noise bylaw
variances, beer garden permits or
road closure requests.

“These elements will need to be
requested annually, allowing council
to ensure that their future decisions
reflect community sentiment,” says
a staff report.

Golf Course RV

The Kaslo Golf Club will again
be allowed to have its groundskeeper
park an RV on the property this
summer. Council approved the

Scheduling conflicts delay start of Kaslo arson trial

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Busy lawyers and an absent
accused have set back the trial of a
Kaslo-area man by about two weeks.

The start of the trial of Alejandro
Calderon for arson, break and enter
and mischief was put off to May 9
for all the parties to get coordinated.

Calderon was expected to plead
on the charges at the hearing April
25 in a Nelson courtroom. But
court heard that his defence lawyer,
Don White, was attending a court
case in Rossland the same day. The
court also heard that White had just
received some video evidence from
prosecutors a week earlier and had
not had time to discuss it with his
client.

Calderon himself was unable
to appear in court as he is receiving
treatment at a rehabilitation facility in

the Lower Mainland (see ‘Calderon
trial delayed as accused unable to pay
ticket to get to court,” Valley Voice,
April 20, 2023).

After the Crown discussed the
matter with defence, Provincial
Court Judge W. Grant Sheard agreed
to put the matter off until May 9.

At that hearing, Calderon is
expected to plead guilty or not guilty
to charges that he broke the door of
the Home Hardware in Kaslo on
December 6, threw in a jerry can
of fuel and lit it on fire. He was
being held in custody until January,
when his lawyer arranged for him to
receive bail to attend a rehabilitation
facility. Details of Calderon’s bail
conditions are under a publication
ban.

Meanwhile, a second court case
involving Calderon will resume on
June 13. He’s charged with assaulting

a Kaslo woman on the street in
February 2022. That trial began in
January when the Crown presented
its case. Calderon’s lawyers will
present his defence at the June
hearing.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

golf club’s application to let the
groundskeeper set up his camper next
to the maintenance shop, noting the
lack of housing in the community.

The club will be charged $360
for a water hookup for the RV,
while the groundskeeper can use the
washroom and shower facilities in
the clubhouse while he’s there, from
March 1 to October 31.

Councillor Rob Lang, who sits
on the golf course board, recused
himself from the debate and vote.
Noise permit okayed

Residents of 5th street may have
to get used to a bit of noise for a few
days, as a contractor will be doing
some drilling on a former industrial
property at 307 5th Street downtown.
The engineering firm expects to get
the job done operating from 7 am to
6 pm for several days the week of
May 8, as the bylaw permits. But it
asked for permission to extend that
work into the weekend (May 12-13)
if needed.

Council granted the exemption,
but asked that the company, Parsons,

ensure they contact immediate
neighbours surrounding the property
should it look like they’ll have to
continue work over that weekend.
Electric pickup

The Village is going to get anew
electric vehicle. Council approved a
resolution authorizing the purchase
of a F-150 Lightning XLT.

The $96.,000 vehicle will replace
the Village’s Ford Ranger pickup
truck, which is nearing the end of
its life expectancy. Through a grant
from the Columbia Basin Trust, 75%
of the cost of the vehicle is covered.
The Village’s share will be covered
by a ‘carbon reserve’ set aside for
just such purchases, so the purchase
won’t impact taxes directly.

“If the Village was to purchase
a gasoline-powered pickup truck,
the entire cost would be borne by
the Village through financing and
taxation,” notes a staff report.

Purchasing the electric vehicle
aligns with the Village’s efforts to
reduce its CO2 emissions and use
100% renewable energy by 2050.

2023.

in the following areas:

online at;

is gathered.

BC Timber Sales 2023 Public
Referral
Kootenay Lake Operating Areas

The public is invited to review and comment on
the 2023 Referral prepared by the BC Timber
Sales Planning Forester under its approved
Forest Stewardship Plan. The question and
comment period will be open until May 10st,

The 2023 Referral includes forest development

Hawkins Creek
Kaslo River
Meadow Creek
Lake Creek

Maps and more information can be viewed

https://bit.ly/BCTS_KL_2023

The blocks and roads are in early planning
stages. At this time, they demonstrate interest
and are subject to changes as more information

Comments must be submitted
by mail or email:

BCTS Planning Forester, BC Timber Sales,
Nelson Office, 1907 Ridgewood Road,
Nelson, BC, VIL 6K1
Email: anna.tobiasz@gov.bc.ca
Ph. 250-825-1100, Fax 250-825-3411
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RDCK board, April 20: Sharing out Growing Communities grant

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK has a $4.5
million windfall to spend on
infrastructure projects — and
they’ve asked staff to pitch them
ideas for worthy projects.

It’s not going to be easy
to decide which of the RD’s
11 areas, 30+ communities,
and nearly 160 recreation
commissions, water systems,
cemetery boards and other
services should get the cash.

“Four million, with the
amount of capital we manage,
it’s one water system,” pointed
out RD board chair Aimee
Watson. “I think we’re going to
have a fun time with this one.”

The Growing Communities
Fund is a $1 billion pot of money
announced earlier this year,
giving local governments cash
on a per-capita basis for eligible
projects like water and sewer,
affordable housing, recreation
facilities, waste and stormwater
projects, etc.

But the RDCK’s top
bureaucrat, Stuart Horn, says the
formula the Province used didn’t
properly factor in population
growth.

“They gave us an amount
per capita for rural, an amount
per municipality, and an amount
for the growth factor for rural
population only,” he said. “That
doesn’t acknowledge the fact
through our resource recovery
facilities, some of our water
systems, some fire services,
recreation services, we also serve
all our municipal constituents.
And they didn’t acknowledge
the growth in that.

“I think if they had factored
that, we would have got
something a little closer to being
appropriate.”

Directors noted while
the money won’t go far,
expectations among people

are high. They also asked if

municipal governments could
share part of their windfalls from
the fund on joint projects.

That should make for some
interesting backroom negotiating
in the coming months.

Chair Watson also said
regional government leaders
across the province plan to
lobby the provincial government
for changes in the allocation
formula.

The RD has to give its plan
to the Province for spending the
fund by year’s end.

Dog Control for Area
K

The dog catcher may be
coming to all communities in
the southern Arrow Lakes area.

The board directed staff

to do a ‘service case analysis’
for enforcing the regional
government’s dog control bylaw
in the area.

Right now, the bylaw and
enforcement service only runs
as far south as Burton, and that’s
only on a test basis. But the new
director for the area says the need
is growing.

“I’ve prompted a service
case analysis due to the volume
of calls from residents concerned
about nuisance and threatening
dogs, as well as dogs running
at large in neighborhoods that
currently aren’t serviced under
the bylaw,” Teresa Weatherhead
told the Valley Voice.

The Burton experiment
worked well, she said. Now
the service case analysis will
look at the cost and workload
of expanding dog control to the
whole area.

“We certainly have a
growing dog population in our
region over the past few years,”
she says. “And dog owners may
need reminders or assistance
in the responsibility they have

Seed starting kits, soil,
flats, inserts, domes, seeds
Start your own
microgreens!

Drywall, mud,

Fencing Season

has arrived!
We have the largest selection of
fencing & posts in the Kootenays

wheelbarrows, shovels,
garden wagons,
garden tools

[ STogger shoes & boots, gumboots | | Clothing & socks |

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales $13™
Alfalfa Bales $23%

New games &
educational activities for

Onion sets & seed potatoes
Early lettuce, hasil,

pansy starts,

onions

kids & adults, puzzles |

PNW seeds are here!!! |

20% off select bird

food (in-store only)

Bird feeders

over their furry companions for
the sake of the pet’s own safety,
and their neighbours’ well-being
and safety.”

The analysis will likely
take several months to complete
before a report comes back to
the board.

Updating bylaw
enforcement

The regional district is
going to update its regulations
to streamline how bylaw tickets
are enforced.

The Municipal Ticketing
System is an unwieldy piece
of legislation that outlines how
municipal bylaw fines can be
enforced. Regional governments
have complained for years the
system doesn’t work well for
them, especially when cases
with small fines associated with
violations demand court time.

“Bylaw matters are a lower
priority in court than matters
related to Criminal Code,
provincial and family matters,”
notes a report to staff. “Due to
this, court hearings that were
scheduled and added to the
court docket, can be adjourned
to another court date.”

There is a second system,
the Bylaw Enforcement Notice
(BEN) bylaw, that the RDCK
adopted about eight years ago. It
typically offers a faster, cheaper
way to enforce tickets.

But the regional district’s
bylaw fine schedules were
a bit of a mess, prompting a
reworking of the two bylaws.

“After a review of all fine
schedules under both ticketing
bylaws, it was noted that a large
portion of the fine schedules
no longer matched the various
departments’ bylaw sections,”
the report indicates. “This is the
reason to repeal and replace both
the MTT and BEN Bylaws. All
fine amounts below $500 have
been removed from the MTI
Bylaw and added to the BEN
Bylaw. With all fine amounts
over $500 being left in the MTI
Bylaw.”

The change should make for
more efficient enforcement and
a cost savings in administering
municipal justice.

The board repealed the two
old bylaws, replacing them with
fresh bylaws that have updated
schedules for which ticket is
handled by which system.
Community
Development and
Discretionary grants

Slocan Valley Outriders -
Adiva Murphy Horsemanship
Clinic - $500

Lardeau Valley Community
Grub Hub - $750

Kaslo Logger Sports 2023
Games - $500

Silvery Slocan Historical
Society - Red Mtn. Rd. Activist
Project - $2,500

Nakusp Chamber of
Commerce - Fund Raising-
$5,000
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Village council gave three readings
to the amended Use of Public Property
bylaw, to allow up to four food trucks
to operate in the village per season.

Staff had originally set three spots
aside for food trucks, while council
feedback pushed that to four. But
finding a suitable fourth spot was
proving difficult. So staff found a
compromise solution.

The Village will have three spots
ready for food truck vendors this
summer — two at the public beach, and
one up at the hot springs. That’s likely
enough for the need, as the Village has
not received more than two food truck
permit requests in the last six years.

Under the amended bylaw, a
fourth truck — to be placed somewhere
in village limits — is now allowed. But
where they will go is up in the air.

“[T]he fourth food truck
application will be brought forward
to council for their review, which
will require council to determine the
location for the fourth application,”
notes a staff report. “This provides
council the flexibility to determine
where a proposed fourth food truck
(on public property) will best serve
the community without hampering
public enjoyment of the Village’s
amenities...”. Council can also reject
any application if it sees fit.

The reworked bylaw also allows
sidewalk rack displays up to three
metres in length, up from two. It
also requires businesses using public
property to have at least $2 million in
insurance to protect the Village from
liability.

Council was expected to give
the bylaw final adoption at its May
8 meeting.

Encroaching property

Discussion on the location for
a possible fourth food truck led the
mayor to talk about a small slice of
public property being encroached by
a local business.

Tom Zeleznik said about 2,400
square feet of public land has
actually been paved over for the local
pharmacy’s parking lot, located near
the village marina.

The pharmacy building land is
encroaching at least 10 feet into
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Nelson Avenue, officials said. The
problem came up when the owners
of the building decided to turn it
into a strata development, and exact
measurements of the property had to
be made.

The Village is now planning
its next steps. It could sign an
encroachment agreement permanently
ceding the land to the strata property
owners, or it could demand the land be
remediated and returned to public use.

Mayor Zeleznik made a notice of
motion asking staff to look into options
that are available, so council can
debate the issue at its May meeting.

Short-term rentals

Staff is putting the final touches
on the draft zoning bylaw, and
asked council to consider staff’s
recommendations for a few
“contentious subjects,” including
short-term vacation rentals.

“What council resolves at this
meeting will be used to draft the final
zoning bylaw and brought to council
for initial readings, a public hearing,
and eventual adoption. This bylaw
must be adopted by the end of July
2023, however staff are targeting
adoption for the end of May/early
June,” says the staff report.

Short-term and vacation rentals
have generated a lot of interest and
debate at public meetings and at council.
Tourism is becoming a significant
economic driver for Nakusp, but
housing is a critical problem as well.
The recommendations from staff tried
to balance those two needs.

In the final draft of the bylaw,
short-term rentals will be allowed:

° as an accessory use on any
property where a long-term dwelling
exists as the primary use within the
following zones: R-1, R-2, R-3, A-1,
RU-1,C-1,C-2,C-5,LD-1;

e for a maximum of 90 days per
year in any primary dwelling that is
otherwise occupied long-term in the
C-1 or LD-1 zone;

* to operate concurrently with a
home-based business on a property
where both uses are permitted.

Other changes approved for
the final draft of the bylaw were to
allow single-family dwellings in the
waterfront area, remove ‘convenience
store’ from the bylaw’s definitions

‘Meet Your PALS' at the gazebo in Nakusp

submitted by PALS

Chances are you’ve likely
heard of the Protecting Animal Life
Society, better known as PALS. But
you might not be aware of all of the
programs and services the group
offers. On Saturday, May 6,everyone
is invited to a ‘Meet Your PALS’
event at the gazebo in the park in
Nakusp from 11 am to 2 pm,.

Bring the family. There will be
hotdogs, pop, and lots of homemade
baked goods. There will be a Kids’
Corner with balloons, bookmarks,
and stickers. There will also be
colouring books that can help teach
the little ones about responsible
animal care. They might even get a
glimpse of Sylvester.

Learn about Spay and Neuter
program and subsidies, adoption

and foster care, and all of the
organization’s many fundraisers.
PALS supports the Nakusp and area
Food Bank, and donations of pet food
are welcome.

PALS was incorporated as a non-
profit society in 2003, and in 2005
received charitable status. Its mission
is to aid, rescue, and care for abused,
neglected, abandoned, or homeless
animals. In 2023, PALS celebrates
its 20th year of assisting domestic
animals in need from Edgewood to
Trout Lake to Enterprise Creek.

“Throughout the years,” says
one PALS volunteer, “we’ve had
tremendous support from all the
communities, and Saturday’s event
is just one small way to introduce
ourselves and say a heartfelt “thank

L

you.

(the business will be included under
‘retail’), and to allow shipping
containers to be used for storage in
the C-1 zone pursuant to existing
guidelines.

The Village has been working
on the new zoning bylaw for the last
two years.

No RV living

Another “contentious item” for the
zoning bylaw was RV living. Council
agreed with the staff recommendation
to not allow people to set up permanent
residences in recreational vehicles
(RVs).

“The argument for allowing RVs
as dwelling units is that they can be
quite affordable and may be moved
from place to place as the owner/
occupant sees fit,” staff reported to
council. “However, doing so will be
problematic for the Village on several
levels.”

Among those problems are that
RVs are not allowable dwellings under
the BC Building Code. Permitting
people to live in RVs exposes the
Village to liability “should the RV be
negatively affected by the elements
(such as snow load) which results in
injury or death of the occupant(s),”
staff said.

RVs are also not taxable, so
allowing people to live in them means
the property owner does not pay their
fair share in property taxes. Servicing
RVs with water and sewer is difficult,
and lead to frozen pipes and even
fires. RVs aren’t rated for winter use,
and could lower property values in
neighbourhoods.

“The Village is already creating
affordable housing options in the
proposed bylaw, such as carriage/
laneway houses, and the ability for
someone to build a ‘tiny home,”” notes
a staff report. Those units are built to
standards that protect the health and
safety of the people dwelling in them.

“Staff cannot recommend any
changes to the zoning bylaw to allow
RV living because it will not serve
the best interests of the Village and
its residents,” they concluded, and
councillors agreed.

Non-compliance of

Ping Pong Wants to Meet You!
Ping Pong is 5 years old and a little bit
shy. He can be cuddly and affectionate
and wants to get to know you! To find
out if Ping Pong is the cat you've been
waiting for, call PALS at 250-265-3792.

“MEET YOUR PALS” at the Gazebo in the
Park, Saturday, May 6, 11am - 2pm. Find
out what PALS does in your community.

FREE HOTDOGS and POP! See you there.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

effluent

Village staff say they’re working
to address deficiencies in the
community’s wastewater treatment
system.

Staff were responding to a letter of
non-compliance received in April from
the Ministry of Environment.

There are actually several
issues the ministry cited in the non-
compliance letter, including the lack
of an operating plan (after 12 years), a
lack of a monitoring plan,and a lack of
qualified operators for the wastewater
plan. The former Level 2 operator left
the Village in 2022, and staff are now
being trained to Level 2 standards to
replace that person.

But Environment also highlighted
the excessive discharge of phosphorous
from the treated wastewater. The
community’s wastewater treatment
hasn’t been able to meet provincial
phosphorous standards since they were
imposed a decade ago —but the Village
had an exemption for several years,
which has since expired.

Staff said upgrades underway for
the plant will help address the problem.

“The current plan is to complete
the current treatment plant project
that should allow for better phosphate
removal, in parallel with work to
receive a permanent [Municipal
Wastewater Regulation] exemption
for phosphorus,” a staff report says.

A project to directly tackle
the phosphorous issue would cost
taxpayers about $1.2 million “and can
be considered if the above works are
not successful,” staff said.

Because the Village is taking
immediate action to rectify the stated
deficiencies, “no legal implications are
expected from receiving this letter,”
staff said. “Generally, legal action
is taken when a party, who is not in
compliance, disregards these types
of notices and actively works against
reaching compliance.”

Council received the letter as
information.

Flagpoles okayed

The cenotaph is going to get a
small upgrade. Council approved the
Nakusp Legion’s request to install
two flagpoles at the entrance to the
memorial site.

Setting strategic priorities

Councillors are going to get
together for a behind-closed-doors
meeting next month to hash out the
Village’s strategic plan for the coming
year. A familiar face, former CAO
Linda Tynan, will facilitate the June
5 meeting. No final decisions will be
made at the strategy session. Staff will
take council’s ideas and suggestions,
and develop a strategic planning
document. That will be made public
and debated by council at a future
meeting.

Celebration of Life
Agnes Hall

Saturday, May 20, 2023
Afternoon Tea

Nakusp Legion Hall.
1:00 -

(Open mic at 2:00)

4:00
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green
Burial Society seeks lifetime members
to support New Denver’s new Green
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to
slgreenburialsociety @ gmail.com with
contact info, or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.

ANNOUNCING THE 2023 AGM for
RARTS, parent society of the VALLICAN
WHOLE COMMUNITY CENTRE.
Monday, May 8, 2023, 6:30 pm at the
Vallican Whole, 3762 Little Slocan S. Rd.
Contribute meaningfully to the Whole
Community! Join the RARTS board today!
Looking for 3-4 new board members to help
run our 52-year-old community centre. For
more info, or to become a member before
the AGM, email info@vallicanwhole.com.
INTERESTED IN SHARING cost of
commissioning/decommissioning platform
to hold and drop a lock-block anchor for a
buoy or dock in Slocan Lake, this spring. If
you’re interested to share cost, call or text
250-231-6436.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave * New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Tuesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Open Every Day
from May 16th!

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

AUTOMOTIVE
2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4-door

long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $9,500. Call
250-354-8340.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee and tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan: Please

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A E N Y)

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCY)

AGRICULTURE

Your ad
could be
here for

only $20.00
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

join us every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at
St Mary’s Church, Slocan. Give yourself
an hour each week for peace and reflection.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - NEW FORMAT
- will be on June 10 and September 9 from
7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New Denver.
Ages 13 and up are welcome. Admission is
by donation. Bring a water bottle.
iDIDaRide & RUN Mountain Bike and
Trail Running Event: Sunday, July 2, Kaslo
BC. Visit www.ididaride-kaslo.ca for info
and registration.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold
St., Slocan on May 6 starting at 6:30 pm
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets must
be reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.com
or by phoning 250-355-2672 or buying at
the Legion Sunday evening Music Jams

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

* Guitars and Accessories ¢ Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records ¢ Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley

Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

REAL ESTATE

or Friday Dance Nights. BC Gaming rules
will apply. The Legion welcomes members
& guests.

THE NEW DENVER AND AREA
Community Hamper Society will hold their
AGM on May 8 at 2 pm in the food bank.
Everyone welcome.

VALHALLA WILDERNESS
PROGRAM BOTTLE DRIVE: Sunday,
May 7,9 am-12 noon. Pickup from Slocan
Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for large
pickups, 250-355-2212. Thank you for
your support.

OF LIGHT ITSELF, a retrospective of the
work of TSUNEKO KOKUBO. Exhibition
runs from 6th May to 12th August 2023 at
the Grand Forks Art Gallery (250- 442-
2211) Opening reception Sth May from 6
pm to 9 pm. Short performance and Q&A
at 1 pm on 6th May. Free Admission. All
are welcome.

MOTHER’S DAY PANCAKE
BREAKFAST at the Slocan Valley Legion,
502 Harold St., Slocan on Sunday May
14, 8:30-11:30 am. $12 (children 4-6 $6
children 3 & under free) Menu: Pancakes
with strawberries & whipped cream,

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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scrambled eggs, ham, sausages, hash
browns, fruit salad, coffee, tea, juice.
Everyone Welcome!

INVITING SENIORS to Slocan Park
Community Hall, 3036 Hwy 6 for SENIORS
COFFEE TUESDAY, 10 am-Noon, MAY 2,
9, 16, 23, 30. For information - bfritz03@
hotmail.com

EMPOWERED BY YOUR VOICE:
2-Day Yoga, Sound & Tantra Retreat.
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th July, Eldorado
Wellness Space, New Denver. Join 300-
hour Yoga Teacher Amy Heasman and
Kundalini & Tantra Teacher, Nikki Cole
for a weekend dedicated to unleashing and
connecting to your authentic voice and true
intimacy needs. Full nourishing lunch and

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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dinner Sat 8th, lunch Sun 9th + snacks and
refreshments both days. Participants are
required to book their own accommodation.
All Inclusive EARLY BIRD Investment:
$250pp. To learn more or register your spot
email yogamy108@gmail.com

FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
68-YEAR-OLD MAN in Silverton needs
coverage for in-home respite care. 250-
358-2756.
VALLEY VIEW GOLF COURSE -
Wanted restaurant staff. Please reply with
a resume to info.golfvalleyview @gmail.
com or drop your resume at the clubhouse.

HAIR
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TWO FULL-TIME SUMMER JOBS
available at the Visitor Centre in New
Denver. One position (starting June) is for
a young person under 30 who is a student
or not; and one position is for a student
only (starts July 1). Ideal candidates are
personable and like helping others. They
are knowledgeable about the area and enjoy
problem solving. Send resume by May 21
to: Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce,
Box 448, New Denver, BC VOG 1S0; info@
slocanvalleychamber.org; or drop it off in
person at the Valley Voice office.
HOSPICE

THE AGM FOR NEW DENVER
HOSPICE is set for June 1 at 7 pm in the
library of Lucerne School. Contact Gina
Chapin, admin@newdenverhospice.ca,
250-358-7828 for more information.

SALE OF VEHICLE UNDER
WAREHOUSE LIEN ACT: 1995 Triple
E A3201 Commander 2 Motorhome (VIN
2TP3214H1SW010613). Date/Time of sale:
29TH MAY 2023 at 1 pm. Place of sale:
O’Brien’s Towing, 1007 Hwy 23, Nakusp,
BC, VOG 1R0. Debtor: Gord Haggerty.
Amount of debt: $16,550.

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Weliness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

LOST

SMALL PORTABLE CD CASE, black,
square. Lost somewhere between Silverton
and Nakusp sometime between Monday
and Wednesday, April 10-12. Please call if
found! 250-358-2373.

MEMORIAL FOR DAVID BARCLAY
(Aug.7, 1941 - Nov. 2, 2022). Please join
family and friends to share memories of
Dave. Saturday, May 27,2023 1-3 pm. Lake
Country Alliance Church, 12025 Oceola
Road, Winfield, BC.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at

TUES

1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
PETS
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life results
with games-based training. Have fun, learn
lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
SERVICES
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
SATELLITE/ TV/ NET/ WIFI -
installation & repair: Xplore, Starlink, Shaw
Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - audio/video, cell
boosters, wireless repeater networks - James
250-505-8392 TJF Works.
FIRE SEASON IS COMING - Brushing,
thinning, fire prevention. Protect your
property. Small crew, any size jobs. Trail
building, location and clearing property
lines. Phone Barry Rein 250-265-7429
or leave message at 1-250-808-7913 for
advice, assessment, estimation. References
on request.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

Sales and
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

LOOKING FOR FRIDGE (medium
to full-sized) and storage space, approx.
12’x12°. T live in New Denver. Luc: 250-
354-8992.

Personal Classifieds

start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Business Classifieds

start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Website: www.NKBS.ca

Phone: (250)300-7923

423 Front Strest, Kaslo BC

203 Broadway
265-3252
nakuspglass.ca

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
May 12,
2023

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly hook study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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submitted

On Sunday, April 23,
approximately 100 people gathered
at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre for the 2023 ‘Get Your Just
Desserts’ celebration. This event
was hosted by the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society (SVCLS)
and it was all about recognizing the
many, many volunteers who make the
Slocan Valley the vibrant, safe, busy

WildSafeBC

submitted

Cora Skaein is back as the
WildSafeBC coordinator for the Arrow-
Slocan Lakes region.

From May to November, Cora will
be involved in a number of initiatives,
including education programs, training
sessions and outreach at various events.
You will see her at events around our
local communities as she spreads the
word about how to safely keep wildlife
wild and communities safe.

“There have already been a few
reports of black bears in the area,
although fewer than by this time last year
with our cold spring,” she says. “Many of
the bears that occupied our communities
last year are likely to return and are likely
to access unnatural sources of food,
including garbage and outdoor freezers.”

She reminds us to keep our
attractants, such as garbage, compost
and fruit trees, secure.

“It is particularly unfortunate to
see sow bears teaching cubs to forage
for unnatural food among people —
potentially leading to future conflicts and
shorter lives,” she said.

and caring community that it is. The
party took place as part of Volunteer
Week in Canada, a chance to show
appreciation to all those people who
write grants, stack chairs, attend
meetings, shovel snow, put up posters,
bake cookies and do so much more
to keep their organizations running
smoothly. There were representatives
from over 30 different non-profit
groups in attendance.

COMMUNITY
Celebrating Valley volunteers!

The event was funded through
generous grants from the Columbia
Basin Trust and RDCK Area H.
Volunteers enjoyed delicious sweets
and savouries prepared and served by
‘Catering by Christine’ from Slocan
village, and dozens of door prizes
were awarded. (For a complete list of
door prize donors, please check our
website.) After a three-year hiatus due
to COVID-19, it was wonderful to get

together once again to acknowledge
our community’s great volunteers.
The hard part was convincing those
hard-working folks that they didn’t
have to help with the clean-up!

The SVCLS is the organization
that manages the Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund, and we are pleased
to provide this occasion to support
our community. We also provide
support in the form of grants to local

program is back for the season

Some of the key initiatives already
underway for this year include:

* The continuation of the New
Denver Bear Smart Working Group
(contact Cora if you would like to be
involved)

* Support of a new program
providing cost-shares for electric fencing
and/or fruit tree replacement (to be
piloted first mostly in the northern
portion of Area H, but other areas may
also be considered as funding permits)

* Expansion of campgrounds in the
Bare Campground program

* Incorporating field trips in nature
when possible for the WildSafe Rangers
school program

* Continuation of electric fencing
workshops co-hosted with Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions

* Summer Bear and Toad Field
Trip alongside the Valhalla Wilderness
Society Area H Bear Smart Program

* Continuation of bear spray
workshops to local community members
and outdoor ed classes at local high
schools

WildSafeBC is the provincial leader

in preventing conflict with wildlife
through collaboration, education and
community solutions. It is managed
and delivered by the BC Conservation
Foundation in communities across BC.

For further information on reducing
human-wildlife conflict, visit wildsafebc.
com, follow WildSafeBC Arrow-Slocan
Lakes on Facebook, or contact Cora at
arrowslocanlakes@wildsafebc.com or
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community groups, and we will be
announcing this year’s successful
applicants by the end of May. For
more information about what the
SVCLS does, and to learn about
previous grant recipients, visit our
website at www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com. Donations to the fund are always
gratefully accepted, and tax receipts
are provided for donations of $20
or more.

at 778-987-3652. Please report sightings
of bears, wolves or cougars in urban/
residential areas, or wildlife in conflict,
to the Conservation Officer Service at
1-877-952-72717.

Dark Water Dragons gear up for season

submitted

Ten members of the Dark Water
Dragons (DWD) dragon-boat team
showed up at the New Denver Marina
on Earth Day to help the marina
members with spring clean-up.

The DWD rent two slips in the
marina for the 48-foot-long dragon
boat and maintain a small equipment
storage shed on the site.

The Dragons’ work involved
raking leaves and cleaning up
branches and debris from the
damaged trees that had to be felled
around the dock area. The trees
were deemed hazardous as a result
of severe damage.

On Saturday, May 6, the DWD
will put the 700-pound boat in the
water and launch the boating season
with a paddle the following day. Last

year, the weather cooperated and the
Dragons paddled 23 times.

Anyone interested in joining
the Dragons or wishing further

information can contact franwallis77 @
gmail.com or 250-777-3787 or visit
darkwaterdragons.com. New paddlers
welcome. No experience required!

Dark Water Dragon Coach Judy Bourn, Membership Director Fran Wallis, Lorraine Reaveley,
Chairperson Kay Schweitzer, Susan Dunnigan, Coach/Steerperson Shelley Pentland. Kneeling: Coach
Irene Whitfield and Elke Belansky. Missing from photo are llona Elsmore and Steerperson Paul Craig.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME - GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC ¢ Ph. 250 265-3747 + Fx. 250 265-3431
* Email creshay@telus.net

* Lawncare
+ Vacant/Vacation Property Checks
* Tenanted Property Inspections
* Home Insurance Checks
* Airbnb Property Management

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Decorative
interior/exterior

Contact: River Bardati
250-354-9535 « rbardati7@gmail.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Tim Reilly
Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VIL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design ¢ Project Management * Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

* Excavation ¢ Ditching
¢ Water Lines ¢ Land Improvement
+ Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net
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New book profiles BC’s historic hotels

by Art Joyce

A new book titled Room at
the Inn: Historic Hotels of British
Columbia’s Southern Interior by
Glen A. Mofford has just been
released by Heritage House
Publishing, with an introduction
by West Kootenay historian Greg
Nesteroff. Sadly, Mofford, a historian
and author of two previous books
on BC'’s historical hotels, Along the
E&N and Aqua Vitae, passed away
in 2022.

The new book has much of
interest to Slocan Valley residents,
including information on the original
Halcyon Hot Springs Hotel and St.
Leon Hotel at St. Leon Hot Springs
near Nakusp, New Denver’s New
Market Hotel, the King George
Hotel in Kaslo and the Reco Hotel in
Sandon. According to the publisher,
“the history of these hotels mirrors
the history of BC’s mining towns and
boom-bust economy of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, as waves of
prospectors, settlers, and eventually
tourists shaped the culture of the
province that we know today.”

The book features 40 historic
hotels in the southern interior of
BC, from Keremeos east to the
Alberta border. “Salacious stories
of murder, robbery, and suicide are
mixed in with the daily social routine
and operation of these early hotels,”
Mofford writes.

The book focuses on the social
history — how the local hotel
supported community by providing
entertainment, accommodations, a
place to meet and socialize, and even
sometimes a makeshift hospital.

Of the 40 hotels, 22 were
destroyed by fire, two of them
in suspicious circumstances. The
most recently lost building was the
Keremeos Hotel, destroyed by fire
in 2014. Sandon’s Reco Hotel was
destroyed in a flood after it had been
closed and standing vacant for some
years. Only 10 are still standing, and
nine of those are still in operation
as a hotel or other public business,
including the Kalamalka Hotel in
Vernon, built in 1892.

Prospector Michael O’Grady,
a.k.a. Mike Grady, founded the
hamlet of St. Leon, originally named
by a French hunter. “Grady was
entranced by its sheer beauty and
natural hot springs and saw the
potential for a community built
around the hot springs and a hotel
for guests arriving by boat,” writes
Mofford. Grady had arrived in BC
from Ontario while working for
the CPR, and lucked out with some
shrewd mine investments. Grady
and his partners earned $70,000 on
the sale of the Alpha Mine and in
1894 he used his profits to buy the
Standard Mine in the Silverton area.
He began with a crude log structure
at St. Leon designed mainly for
loggers, prospectors and miners, but
hoped to develop it into something
similar to its neighbour, Halcyon Hot
Springs Hotel. Finally in 1901 he had
enough money to build the hotel of
his dreams.

“By July he had selected Andy
Wallace of New Denver to construct

his first-class hotel, which would
include nine thousand feet of pipe
that would bring a portion of the
hot springs into two pools inside the
hotel,” writes Mofford.

The three-storey hotel was built
with clear cedar and contained an
arched balcony, pillared entrance,
and featured “a sweeping staircase,
lofty dining room, and generously
proportioned bar. The pools, which
were centered near the lobby, were
made of cedar, with the ladies’ pool
directly above the men’s pool...
Sternwheelers plying the waters of
Upper Arrow Lake made St. Leon
one of their regular stops.” The
St. Leon Hotel would become yet
another victim of the Columbia River
dam flooding.

Kaslo, another town founded
on the 1890s mining boom, had its
three-storey King George Hotel,
built with American capital in the
summer of 1897, opening originally
as the St. Pancras Hotel. “It was
owned by a group headed up by Dr.
D.M. Linnard called the Rossland
Syndicate, which hoped to cash in
on the influx of miners seeking to
make their fortunes during the rush of
1897, explains Mofford. “The hotel
contained forty rooms and featured a
conical tower topping a bay window.
The rooms were filled for months
during the height of the gold rush,
but once the rush simmered down,
the Rossland Syndicate put the hotel

up for sale.”

The St. Pancras Hotel only
operated until 1905, when it became
the private residence of the Caldwell
family. In 1911, Caldwell put the
building up for sale and the new
owners christened it the King George
Hotel in honour of King George V’s
coronation that June. It was the site of
tragedy in 1933 when a Norwegian
man, Jacob Teigen, hanged himself
in his room. On September 26,
1953 — the 60th anniversary of the
incorporation of Kaslo — the hotel
caught fire and burned to the ground,
leaving the village temporarily
without a hotel.

New Denver was a bustling
hub of hostelry, with the waterfront
hotels New Market, Denver, Central,
St. James and Windsor serving
miners who came to try their luck at
prospecting in the nearby mountains.
Mofford writes an engaging account
of the New Market Hotel, which
ironically managed to escape the
New Denver fire of 1903 unscathed
but was destroyed by fire on October
5,1973.

To purchase the book, visit
heritagehouse.ca or order from your
local bookseller.

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700
for details
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School District 10, April 18: Catchments and transportation changes adopted

by Mark Page

The SD 10 school board has
adopted the new catchment and
transportation policies that were
first introduced at the March 28
board meeting. Starting next school
year, a cross-district application
will need to be completed for
students to be allowed to attend
a school outside their catchment
area.

Students currently attending a
particular school will not be forced
to change schools; the new policy
will only affect future registrations.
Students will be prioritized based
on several factors, including
whether a sibling attends the out-
of-catchment school of choice.

These changes are in response
to lopsided enrolment at Edgewood
and Burton Elementary Schools,
and bring the district in line with
provincial policy.

As it currently stands, district
officials say most cross-district
applications will be able to be
accommodated, but this might not
be the case if current enrolment
trends continue. District staff
have said enrolment is projected
to continue to increase.

A new transportation policy
was created along with the new
catchments policy. The new rules
prioritize the transportation of
students to in-catchment schools.

Edgewood officially

adds grades 4-7

As part of SD 10’s push
to alleviate the enrolment and
transportation issues, the district
is also reopening Edgewood
Elementary to students in grades
4-7 for next school year.

Edgewood had an intermediate
class until the 2019-20 school
year, but it was closed due to poor
enrolment at the time. As overall
district enrolment increased,
problems with full buses and
classrooms were compounded
by the fact that all grades 4 to 7
students in the Edgewood area
must travel to either Burton or
Nakusp for school.

Back then, Edgewood had a
sizable K-3 class, but as those
children have grown and now
attend Burton, that school has
had enrolment balloon — while
Edgewood’s has declined to the
point it now only has two students.

Dubinsky said the district
is making the move to “ensure
there are educational programs
available” at Edgewood, but made
clear they are not necessarily
going to be opening an additional
classroom at the school as that
would mean hiring a new teacher.
They may simply have all K-7
students at Edgewood in one class.

He did not take hiring a new
teacher off the table, but said
the district must first gauge how

many students they might have at
Edgewood next year. Calling it a
“chicken/egg situation,” he said
they are trying to decide whether to
wait for enough students to register
or hire a new teacher first to boost
interest.

Lead and radon testing

As part of an Interior Health
initiative, the school district is
testing all their buildings for radon
and all their water sources for
lead contamination. These checks
are routine and not a result of
any specific incident. The radon
checks are taking place in schools
throughout the province.

“We don’t have any concerns at
this time about levels,” Dubinsky
said.

The full results are not back yet,
but measurable levels of lead were
found at Edgewood Elementary in
one faucet. Dubinsky said the issue
has been dealt with.

“There was an infrequently
used faucet at EES that tested above
the new threshold,” Dubinsky told
the Valley Voice in an email. “The
above-threshold content was due
to infrequent use, and the faucet
is now to be subject to regular
flushing. This has remediated
the water from that location, and
this has been confirmed through
retesting of the water.”

Dubinsky added in his email
that staff and students have been

directed to not use that faucet
unless it is flushed prior to use,
and to use the filtered water from
the bottle fill station or a different
faucet if possible.

Strategic Plan update

The district has finished
the first step toward creating a
new five-year strategic plan by
completing initial consultations
with community members and
parents to help set the baseline
agenda going forward.

“Really positive sessions for
families,” Dubinsky said. “It gave
the board an opportunity to listen
and hear some feedback.”

The sessions used “scenario
planning,” in which participants
were directed to various stations
set up throughout each school to
elicit responses on different themes
such as the state of the school
district or where people would
like to see the district go in the
future. Small group discussions
with board members and district
staff followed to hash out ideas
and themes that developed during
that process.

These events were held at
Burton, Edgewood, Lucerne and
Nakusp Secondary schools. An
online survey, which closed on
May 1, was also available for those
who could not attend in person.

The board will now create
a draft plan during summer,

followed by another round of
public consultation in September
and final implementation in the
fall.

Budget survey
underway

The district also sought input
from the community on the annual
budget, using an online survey to
try and get an idea of community
members’ and parents’ priorities
for spending. This survey closed
on May 3.

Survey questions asked what
can be done to enhance learning,
how should money be allocated
to achieve strategic goals, how
to build on the success of unique
school programs, whether the use
of technology in classrooms is
adequately preparing students, and
if the buildings and outdoor spaces
at schools are meeting needs. The
survey also included an open-
ended question for respondents to
describe what their priorities are
for the coming year.

SD 10 Secretary-Treasurer
Michael McLellan said they do
not have full responses to share
with the board yet, but are starting
to see some themes emerge. He
highlighted technology and facility
upgrades as items of interest — and
said those are areas where surplus
funds could be used in future.

Responses will be shared once
the surveys are complete.




