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RDCK director slams petition opposed to Climate Action Plan

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Alocal politician is slamming the
content of a petition circulating in
Kaslo and area calling on the regional
government to halt plans to move
forward on a Climate Action Plan.

The chair of the Regional
District of Central Kootenay, Area
D Director Aimee Watson, accuses
the organizers of “fear mongering”
and spreading “fake news.”

“While neither the creator of the
petition against the Climate Change
Plan, nor any of the people who have
signed, have reached out to ask any
questions, clarifying intent or to
directly express their concerns, this
petition is increasingly spreading fear
and misinformation,” said Watson
in a Facebook post last week. “I
am all for public discourse but have
a very hard time fielding the very
concerning fear-mongering-based
statements being made that are all
false.”

Watson was reacting to a petition
being circulated around Kaslo and
the north Slocan Valley warning that
the RDCK’s Climate Action Strategy
was being implemented without
proper public consultation.

“Conformance is assumed, and
public silence is viewed as consent,”
the preamble of the petition states.
“Alignment of local bureaucracy
is assured through higher-level
government bank-rolling of Grant
streams and incoming legislation,
rewarding us for compliance.”

The preamble also states that the
goals of the plan were being set by
the United Nations and the World
Economic Forum, two common
targets for all nature of complaints.

The petition also notes that the
two sessions held in February (see
‘RDCK climate plan puts rural focus
on cutting greenhouse gases,” Valley
Voice, April 6, 2023) were poorly
advertised and poorly attended by
the public.

Saying the Climate Action Plan
prescribes “lifestyle choices made
FOR us” [their emphasis], it calls
for “a halt of ‘the Plan’ approval by
RDCK Board, until RDCK residents
are adequately and fairly addressed,
and are able and willing to give
informed consent.”

False assumptions

But Watson, who represents the
rural areas around Kaslo where the
petition originated, said the preamble
was filled with false and misleading
claims.

She noted the Climate Action
Plan has been in development for
six years, and in fact a first draft was
rejected by herself and other directors
because it didn’t meet rural needs or
her belief that programs have to be
participatory, not compelled through
punitive measures.

“I am no climate denier but how
it is addressed is critical. I do not
believe punitive measures nor urban-
centric ones will help and my main
focus as an elected representative
is to support and enable resilient
communities,” she writes. “Actions
must be realistic, accessible and in
concert with the major industrial
impacts being addressed.”

She pointed out the action plan
being contemplated by the RDCK
includes no bylaws legislating
actions, and the actions would
be primarily funded by climate
programs from other levels of
government — not with new local
taxation.

Rumours the plan was going
to prohibit woodstoves and diesel
engines were also false, she said.

Watson also points out the RDCK
—or any other government — does not
take its orders from international
government and non-government
organizations.

“This plan takes input from
those several years of engagement,
that included several in-person
community meetings in Lardeau

Valley and Kaslo and creates a
plan that is more suitable for the
rural areas,” she said. Even when
implemented, she noted, it won’t
have much to do with residents of
Area D or Kaslo.

“For Area D, climate change
actions have been primarily focused
on the [electrical] Grid Resilience
Project and the Farmer Innovation
Program in partnership with LINKSs,
as Area D’s climate change projects,”
she said. “I am directly funding this
work.”

‘Fear and
misinformation’

Watson also notes that 60%
of the projects envisioned in the
Climate Action Plan —nearly 100 are
outlined in general detail in the plan—
are already underway or completed.

“This plan is combining all of the

work so we may report out, which
is more and more required for any
funding, on our efforts to reduce
impacts to the climate,” she says.

Watson says the last few years,
with weather-related emergencies
becoming more frequent, has
demonstrated the increasingly
vulnerable climate we live in.

She concludes her comments
by noting the difficulty in
communicating local government
business to a busy and distracted
public.

“It is very easy to not be up-to-
speed when participation is so low,”
she says. “I cannot force you to read
what is provided as updates and
attend meetings, but engagement is
a two-way street.

“This petition is a great example
of running on assumptions that

missed the years of public releases
and engagements, thus public
discourse is running on fear and
misinformation, which is highly
inefficient and wastes everyone’s
time while instilling fear and anxiety
no one needs.”

She called on citizens to learn
about what the RDCK plan really
is and represents, and says citizens
are more than welcome to give their
input on the plan. Directors have
still to approve the final proposal
from staff.

The level of concern raised
about public input prompted
RDCK officials to call for a special
community meeting in Kaslo April
17 to explain the project. Watson says
the public meeting for Kaslo would
be held “to ensure folks have the
facts and can ask questions.”

Bunny ears & Easter baskets were the fashion statement at Slocan City’s annual Easter Egg hunt.
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Local Conservation Fund update for the Slocan Valley

submitted by the Kootenay
Conservation Program

In October 2022, Slocan Valley
residents voted to establish the
Local Conservation Fund service in
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) Electoral Area H during a
referendum, demonstrating residents’
commitment to healthy wildlife,

habitat, and water, for now and
future generations. Landowners will
contribute $15 per parcel per year
towards this service, which will
support local conservation projects.
The Province includes the parcel
taxes on the rural property notices
they issue in May each year. The
Local Conservation Fund service is

LEAF DROP

Many deciduous trees (birch, maple, al-
der, willow) and shrubs still have leaves
from last fall. Why? As winter cold ad-
vances, leaves turn colour and branches
develop ‘abscission’ cells that scissor off
dying leaves, sealing stems. Production
of abscission cells is thwarted if there is a
sudden cold snap, which causes leaves
to go directly to brown, or if warmer
temperatures extend into winter.

Areas A, D, E, and H.

(RDCK Area H) are preferred.

rdck-local-conservation-fund/

1. Contact information.

NSO w

to consider.

Applications can be emailed to:

Kootenay Conservation Program

RDCK Local Conservation Fund
Technical Review Committee - Expressions of Interest

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) in partnership with
Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) is seeking qualified members
for the RDCK Local Conservation Fund (RDCK LCF) Technical Review
Committee (TRC). The role of the TRC is to make recommendations on
allocating annual funding for conservation projects for RDCK Electoral

This is a volunteer term for three years. Travel expenses will be covered
for those who require them. Individuals who reside in the Slocan Valley

For more information, please visit https://kootenayconservation.ca/
To apply, please submit a resume and include a cover letter that provides:

2. Area(s) of technical expertise (water, fish, wildlife, habitat, or
natural area conservation).

Educational experience (e.g., post-secondary degrees).
Practical knowledge and experience with conservation projects.
Understanding of conservation practices and approaches.
Practical knowledge of the non-profit society sector.

Previous experience on technical review committees.

Any special or unique circumstances that you would like us

Kendal Benesh, Local Conservation Fund Coordinator

Email: kendal@kootenayconservation.ca

managed by the RDCK in partnership
with Kootenay Conservation Program
(KCP).

Landowners in Electoral Area
H who own two or more adjacent
parcels of land can apply for a parcel
combination, whereby they would
only pay one parcel tax if their
application meets the criteria. The
application must be sent to the RDCK
office for review in mid-February.
The date to apply for a Parcel Tax
Combination for 2023 has passed;
however, residents can apply for the
2024 taxation year. Landowners need
to look for the parcel tax assessment
notices on the RDCK website, or
in the Valley Voice, next February;
parcel tax roll information can also be
viewed at the RDCK office in Nelson.
For more information, please contact
RDCK Research Analyst Tom Dool at
250-352-8173 or TDool@rdck.bc ca.

The municipalities of New
Denver, Slocan, and Silverton are
being invited to join the Local
Conservation Fund service as well.
In March, Juliet Craig, KCP Program
Director, provided delegations to
the Villages in the Slocan Valley to
provide information on the Local
Conservation Fund Service.

“We sincerely hope that the
municipalities will consider joining
this valuable service that supports
wildlife, habitats and water in the
region,” says Craig. “The projects
supported by Local Conservation
Funds not only provide on-the-ground
benefits but also economic benefits to
communities.”

Beginning in September, non-
profit organizations and Indigenous
Nations in Electoral Area H can apply
to the Local Conservation Fund for
support of local conservation projects
that benefit wildlife, habitat and/or
water, contributing to the quality of
life of Valley residents. Community
groups and individuals that partner
with an eligible organization can
also apply. Proposals are reviewed
by a Technical Review Committee.
Examples of projects that have
received funding in other areas
include incentives for farmers to
steward their land for habitat as
well as food production, cost-share
electric fencing to reduce conflicts
with grizzly bears, fish habitat
restoration, creation of native plant
meadows to increase pollinators,
and the protection of important local
properties like Cottonwood Lake.

PHOTO CREDIT: JOEL PELLETIER

More information on this application
process will be available on the KCP
website in September and through ads
in the Valley Voice.

Lastly, the RDCK, in partnership
with KCP, is seeking qualified
members for the Local Conservation
Fund Technical Review Committee
(TRC). Residents of the Slocan
Valley with technical expertise in
wildlife, habitat or hydrology can
apply to be a member of the TRC,

which is a volunteer panel who
reviews the applications for funding
through the LCF service. This is a
volunteer term for three years, and
travel expenses will be covered for
those who require them. For more
information, please see the ad in this
newspaper, and visit the Kootenay
Conservation Program’s website,
under the Local Conservation Funds
tab (kootenayconservation.ca/rdck-
local-conservation-fund/).

Area H (Slocan Valley) has joined the RDCK Local Conservation Fund, and
the Villages of New Denver, Silverton and Slocan have been invited to join.

Report adjusts provincial electoral
boundaries for West Kootenay

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A three-person panel redrawing
provincial election boundaries is
sticking to its recommendation that
would see the communities of the
Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valley
broken up into three separate ridings.

In its final report released April 3,
the Electoral Boundaries Commission
recommends New Denver, Silverton,
and Nakusp be included in the
Nelson-Creston riding, to be renamed
Kootenay Central.

The southern Slocan Valley and
southern Arrow Lakes communities
of Edgewood and Burton, along with
Castlegar, Trail, and Rossland, would
be included in Kootenay West, to be
renamed Kootenay-Monashee.

The communities of Galena Bay
and Trout Lake would belong to the
Columbia River-Revelstoke riding —
which now goes as far south as the
outskirts of Cranbrook.

Hard driving

The final report shows
commissioners did address some
concerns raised by local residents
and political leaders when its draft
was released last October. Under the
draft proposal, Christina Lake was to
be added to Kootenay West riding.

“However, the strong connections
between Christina Lake and other
Boundary region communities and the
transportation challenges for Christina
Lake residents attempting to access
their Kootenay-Monashee MLA
persuaded us that this was not a good
solution,” the commissioners admit.

But the new plan might make it
even tougher for some constituents
to see their MLA face-to-face very
often. In the extreme northwest of the
new riding, Cherryville is a four-hour
drive from the population centres to

the south, over a formidable mountain
pass in the winter.

But the commissioners said that
Cherryville shares a transportation
corridor with Upper Arrow Lakes
communities, and the solution “better
balances the population of Kootenay-
Monashee with the adjacent riding
centred on Vernon.”

Balancing riding sizes by
population is an important factor for
the non-partisan panel when drawing
up riding boundaries. They try to
keep riding populations about equal,
within 25% -- taking into account
other factors like transportation
and communication issues. Nelson-
Creston was one of the ridings that
had fallen below the acceptable
parameters, forcing the redrawn maps
for the region.

As a result of the province’s
overall growth, the commission is also
recommending adding six new seats
to the provincial legislature.
MLAs to review

The delivery of the final report
marks an end to the commission’s
work. It’s now up to MLAs to review
the document and adopt or amend its
recommendations.

But it’s not the only review
underway of political representation
for West Kootenay’s voters.

Last month, a federal election
boundary panel submitted its draft
report, redistributing the population
into three separate ridings (see ‘West
Kootenay carved up in federal riding
redistribution,” Valley Voice, March
9,2023).

That report is now being reviewed
by MPs, and local Member of
Parliament Richard Cannings said he
would object to the proposed changes.
The final report by the federal panel is
due at the end of June.
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Silverton council, April 12: “Serious deficiencies” in water operations revealed

by Kathy Hartman

Mayor Colin Ferguson shed
more light on the water situation in
Silverton. He read out a statement at
the meeting, and answered several
questions from the Valley Voice by
email after the meeting.

“In late February, we were
made aware of noncompliance with
provincial regulations related to
municipal water testing,” Ferguson
read from the statement at the
meeting. “Through a proactive
operations review of the Village, we
learned that no water samples had
been provided to Interior Health since
October 2022, despite water sample
provision being required weekly.
It was also brought to our attention
that sample provision may have been
sporadic prior to that point, as well.”

In an email exchange with the
Valley Voice, the mayor said they
also found that the Village wells had
not been registered with the Province
and the Village had not applied for a
groundwater licence by the March 1,
2022 deadline.

“Without registration and a
groundwater licence, we might not
qualify for grants to maintain our
water supply, and because we didn’t
follow through with obtaining our
groundwater licence, there could now
be hefty fees to pay,” said Ferguson.

“CAO Viv Thoss is currently working
on well registration and obtaining a
groundwater licence and asking the
Province to waive the licence fees.”

Ferguson said the Village is
working with Interior Health and the
Province to ensure that Silverton’s
water need never be chlorinated.
Ongoing monitoring procedures are
being put in place. Interior Health has
requested a surface seal be installed
on well #1 and that both wells be
flushed. The Village also needs to
obtain a report from a hydrogeologist
and create an emergency response
and contamination plan of the creek
and the watershed, which is required
by the Drinking Water Protection Act.

“It turns out that Silverton’s water
is in great shape. But if it hadn’t been
for the swift reaction and cooperation
by Interior Health with Silverton’s
CAO Viv Thoss, IH might have
handed us a boil water advisory or
even an order to chlorinate,” he said.
“It’s lucky we caught this before any
problems arose, and CAO Viv Thoss
deserves a big shout out for all her
hours of overtime. Silverton is very
fortunate to have a dedicated and
competent CAO.”
Abuse will not be
tolerated

Ferguson read a second statement
regarding the public abuse that has

been directed at members of council
and the CAO. “I want to make clear
that this kind of rumour-mongering is
not useful, and that abuse will not be
tolerated,” he read. “A lot of this abuse
has stemmed from misinformation
that has unfortunately spread through
the Village, in connection with the
recent issues surrounding water
testing, and how the municipality
is being managed. Please know that
much of what we’ve heard has been
completely inaccurate.”

Ferguson encouraged members
of the public to not “lash out in anger”
but to call the Village and ask for
the facts.

“We are affected by Village
issues the same as you. Council,
CAO and Village staff care about
this municipality deeply, and about
the residents who live here. CAO,
staff and council members are your
neighbours, and they work hard every
single day to serve this community.
It is totally unacceptable for residents
to demand that we ‘fire the CAO
immediately’ or threaten to go to
the Village office and ‘remove her.’
This sort of behaviour will not be
tolerated. The CAO needs to be able
to do her job without harassment.”
Strategizing for nurses

Councillor Scaia is working with
the Slocan Valley Health Advisory

Nakusp caribou pen safely receives moms-to-be

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Thirteen members of an
endangered caribou herd — and the
last survivor of a now-extinct one —
were safely captured and moved to
amaternity pen near the Nakusp Hot
Springs late last month.

The Arrow Lakes Caribou
Society successfully captured 13
caribou from the Central Selkirk
herd and the lone survivor of the
Columbia South herd on March
28 from five locations northeast of
Nakusp. Ten of the caribou are adult
females, while crews also captured
four yearling calves.

“Some of these adults were
captured during 2022 operations,
and some are new to the pen,” said a
news release from the Arrow Lakes
Caribou Society, which operates the
maternity pen. “The caribou are now
in the maternity pen and adapting
nicely.”

Most of the caribou were captured
in the highlands surrounding Nakusp
and transported by helicopter to the
landing zone near the maternity pen.
From there they were transferred
onto a snowmobile skimmer with an
attendant, and carefully transported
to the maternity pen.

At the pen, wildlife veterinarians
checked the animals and collected
baseline health samples and data. We
will know more from these samples
in the following weeks, including
how many of the cows are pregnant.
Last survivor

There was one particularly
poignant capture: the last remaining
female member of the Columbia
South herd, which lived in the Mount
Revelstoke- Glacier National Parks
area. It was included in the capture

plan by Parks Canada, working in
cooperation with the Province and
First Nations stakeholders.

“The decision to translocate
this caribou was a difficult one,”
a Parks Canada website explains.
“The Columbia South herd is now
extirpated (no caribou remain in the
herd’s range) and we recognize this
may cause a sense of grief for some
people.”

If they had not made the move,
the female had “a low chance of
survival and no chance of having
calves,” the website says. “Parks
Canada and partners... recognizing
the potential risks associated with
translocation, recommended moving
her to the Central Selkirk maternity
pen near Nakusp, BC.”

A press release issued by the
Syilx Okanagan Nation states: “We
emphasize that the urgent decision to
move this last caribou and extirpate
the Columbia South caribou has been
difficult and caused a sense of grief
for Syilx Okanagan people.”

In the release, the Syilx
Okanagan acknowledge the work of
multiple First Nations to support the
translocation of the last remaining
female of the South Columbia herd.

The translocation was successful
and the animal is in good health,
Parks Canada says. She will now
hopefully become a member of that
herd, part of the Central Selkirk sub-
population — which itself has fewer
than 30 members.

Safe place to deliver

The 6.6-hectare maternity pen
helps ensure pregnant cows are safe
from predators during calving, to
increase calf survival. This period
of time in the pen also allows the
animals to be fed a high-nutrition

diet, which improves their overall
health and body condition, the
society says.

The caribou will be kept in the
pen through calving in May, until
late July or August, depending
on various factors, including
temperature in the pen. Caribou will
be closely monitored by maternity
pen shepherds from a specialty-
built observation blind. Shepherds
will include various stakeholder
groups including some ?aq am First
Nations community members.

In summer, all caribou will be
released into the Central Selkirks
herd range.

The move and birthing period is a
delicate time for the caribou, and the
Province will temporarily closedthe
Kuskanax Forest Service Road
around the maternity pen, starting
600 metres up from Hot Springs
Road, from time to time. A gate
and information signage have been
installed. The gate will be closed as
necessary during critical periods —
for example, during calving in May.
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Committee and the BC Rural Health
Network Implementation Committee
on a strategy to recruit and retain
nurses. The proposal is to recruit and
keep two full-time registered nurses
as part of the plan to stabilize staffing
and restore 24/7 ER care at the
Slocan Community Health Centre.
Scaia stated that experienced nurses
would not be attracted to part-time
work with short-term contracts in a
rural area because of the increased
costs of transportation, professional
development and housing. The
recommendation to Interior Health
(IH) is that IH post two full-time,
three-year nursing contracts. This will
create stability, allow for mentoring
and safe working conditions.
Union bargaining

The Village is currently engaged
in union bargaining, following
certification of the International
Union of Operating Engineers (IOUE
Local 115 — same as New Denver)
earlier this year. Village staff who will
be covered by the union contract are
the full-time public works foreman, a
part-time public works employee and
a part-time administrative assistant.
Currently, CAO Viv Thoss is the
only permanent staff person working
at the Village. There are two casual
public works employees and no
administrative assistant at this time.
All staff, for a variety of reasons
that the Village is not at liberty to
comment on, left after the union
certification.
Address change

Council voted unanimously to
approve the application to change the
civic address 116 5th Street to 115
Water Street. The change to a Water
Steet address will provide address
consistency in the block and clarity
for access. The homeowner thanked
council and the CAO for their work
on this.
Rec 6

Council appointed Katrina
Sumrall as a community
representative to the Regional District
of Central Kootenay Recreation 6

Commission.
Convention bound
Council voted to send
Councillor Leah Main to the 90th
annual Association of Kootenay
and Boundary Local Governments
convention and AGM to be held
Friday, April 21 in Cranbrook.

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

250-226-7254

Four Seasons Greenhouse
& Nursery

Open 9-5 daily
1 gal evergreen shrubs,rare & unique $24.99
Visit our new website:
fourseasonsgreenhouseandnursery.com
* Roses,vines,shrubs, shade and fruit trees,
Perennials,Bedding plants,hanging baskets
* Landscape fabric by the foot or roll
¢ Ceramic & Plastic Pots
* Friendly knowledgeable advice with 38 years of
growing experience
* Manures, fertilizers, soils
* Early lettuce, cabbage, onion, basil, pepper plants,
pansies

5531 Slocan River Road,Winlaw




Agree with
Rory Lindsay

I 'do agree with Rory Lindsay’s
comment in his letter to the editor
March 23. An appropriate response
to letters to the editor should have
been from the editor, not Art Joyce
(the writer whose article was the
subject of Dave McCormick’s
letter, VV February 23).

Art’s response was vindictive,
mean, and over the top, and bears
out his own quote: “Such letters
say more about the writer than
they do about the person they are
attacking.”

I will, in future avoid reading
anything written by Art Joyce.

Brent Tipple
Beasley

Hardly a legal

V1ctor?7

Madam Justice Lyster of BC’s
Supreme Court recent decision
to reject Cooper Creek Cedar’s
legal counsel’s effort to use a
‘Norwich order’ to spy on social
media accounts of concerned young
Canadian citizens courageous
enough to stand up for their future
is hardly a legal victory.

As one of the four locals named
on the original 2019 ‘interlocutory
injunction,” I witnessed the shallow
court proceeding that essentially
gave CCC control of the Argenta
Face — a vast accessible wilderness
of unceded First Nations territory.

A real legal victory would have
overturned the vicious injunction
and stopped the civil claim against
myself and the three others named.

CCC can still ignore local youth
and (some) First Nations concerns.
Nothing has been gained except
enriching some lawyers. Hardly
an environmental victory, as is

being hailed by the media and the
defendant’s lawyers.

BC’s NDP, as they did in the
1990s, have again successfully
deployed a ‘para-military’ force
against innocent unarmed folks. Fear
of BC’s government, courts and the
RCMP enforcers keeps most people
quiet in the face of unprecedented
destruction of our biosphere and
common sense.

Tom Prior
Nelson

Victory gardens

After 58 years homesteading and
gardening in an eight-acre clearing
in the woods above Fauquier, we
feel extremely lucky to have found
a place in Nakusp with a big enough
yard to continue gardening, although
on a smaller scale.

Somewhat disconcerting, we
found the noise from lawnmowers
all around at almost any time of
day. As a smallhold gardener on the
slopes of the mountainsides of this
valley, you’re glad for every little bit
of level ground to plant your veggies
and raise your fruit trees. There are
any number of level front and back
yards in this town to lend themselves
to raising some of your food. Instead,
people spend their precious time
cutting grass, polluting the fresh
God-given air with noise and exhaust
gases — complaining about the high
costs of veggies, cherries, berries
and apples, that come from hundreds
and thousands of miles away. It’s
true, as someone pointed out, that
we run rototillers that make noise
and exhaust. However, we run tillers
perhaps twice in spring and twice in
fall, not every weekend.

I'was told the soil here is no good
for gardening. It’s either too rocky
or too sandy or too wet or doesn’t
have enough nutrients. Tell this to the
few remaining old-timers, who sent
tons of food on steamers down the
valley — instead of waiting for semis
to bring the food up.

Hell, the Israelis started gardens

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.

Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
‘We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not

necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

OPINION

in the desert! Mesopotamia, once
the food basket of several ancient
cultures — what happened to those
lands and soils? They cut all the
cedars and other trees and ended up
with desserts. Are we on the same
path?
Just a few thoughts in response
to the Valley Voice article of April 6,
‘Let’s talk about feeding ourselves.’
Let us follow up with actions.
Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Who or what
is running the
show?

Who or what is running the
show — the insurance industry or
common sense? The Kaslo Baseball
Association (KBA) has been denied
insurance coverage under the blanket
municipal insurance policy. The
KBA, according to a staff report, has
not “demonstrated compliance with
practices, procedures and policies
of the Village” and “they collect
sensitive personal information such
as age for their participants.” (Valley
Voice, April 6)

I played and coached team sports
for many years starting with Little
League and at that time, and still
today, there was and is an age limit
for participating at different levels.
You don’t want 12-year-old players
struggling against 14- or 15-year-old
players — the age gap is too extreme
at that young age. So yes, asking
the age of the participants is both
necessary and important. Once again,
the elephant in the room (sensitivity)
trumpets and common sense is sent
packing.

Further along in the article, I
was happy to see that the council
decided to revisit the request and
more discussion should take place
between staff and the KBA. One has
to wonder what practices, procedures
and policies of the Village the KBA
was not in compliance with. The
KBA has demonstrated integrity,
perseverance, inclusiveness with
all ages and genders, teaching the
fundamentals of a summer game
to all who wish to participate in
a team sport, and the work at the
ball field should make the Village
proud of the accomplishment of
so many dedicated volunteers. I
hope further meetings between the
bureaucracy and the KBA are fruitful
and positive, with a definition of the

“practices, procedures and policies
of the Village” laid out in a clear
and concise manner that is easily
understood and perhaps the elephant
in the room (sensitivity) can be
quieted, and reason and logic could
prevail. And then, TAKE ME OUT
TO THE BALL GAME!!!

Jim Van Horn

Kaslo
Machine

learning vs.
human learning

As a parent of teens, I am
astonished by Nick Chatten’s
enthusiastic endorsement of
ChatGPT Artificial Intelligence, as
a tool for “teaching and learning.”
‘When a machine spits out an essay or
term paper for a student, the machine
is doing the learning, not the student.
To ensure that students are learning
something, teachers now have to
learn to distinguish an Al-generated
essay from a student-generated one.

This generation of students is
already so dependent on digital
technology to do their thinking and
creating for them that many can
barely write a sentence. The internet
is full of information, but this is not
the same as knowledge or skill or
wisdom. In fact, it has been said that
the internet has created a generation
that would never be able to create
anything as complex as the internet.

This is not meant to demean
or insult my children’s generation:
when removed from technology and
given the chance to use their own
intelligence, they are quite capable
of doing so. The problem is that
both their generation and mine are
so enamoured of technology that
we rarely encourage them to use
their own intelligence or creativity
to solve a problem.

As humanity keeps creating and
relying on increasingly ‘smarter’
machines, our own intelligence as
a species may be heading in the
opposite direction. At this rate, it
really seems it won’t be long before
the machines are smarter than the
humans. This is why the Future of
Life Institute recently released an
open letter — signed by over 50,000
people (and counting), including
high level technology developers and
scientists—calling for a “pause” on
Al development.

The survival of our species is
not going to depend on our ability
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to scroll and click and google. It
depends on our ability to think
creatively, and to create solutions
to the very real problems that still
exist in the world. This requires
learning and teaching — by humans,
not machines.
Sarah Lawless
Kaslo

Duck and cover

Pop pop pop goes the AR-15
assault rifle, formerly known to
US Vietnam vets as the M-16. This
very well selling gun is the weapon
of choice now in America. Because
there is no central database in the
USA for registered gun users, it is
estimated that there are 15-20 million
AR-15 assault rifles across America.

Police officers may be outgunned
by heavily armed criminals or
suspects who have access to high-
powered rifles or other weapons
that can penetrate police body
armour. In these situations, police
officers may be at a disadvantage
and may need to rely on other tactics,
such as cover and concealment, to
protect themselves and apprehend
a suspect. Cops are bringing their
OWN weapons to work, including
the AR-15. With the armour-piercing
capability of the AR-15, cops say
they may as well be naked when
confronting criminals in a gun battle.

The Republican part of America
has some strange priorities. They
want to end abortions in America
while trying to arm every American
with a weapon. In 25 states — nine
more than in 2020 — no permits are
required to carry a handgun. The
Republican line is: guns make you
safer. Tennessee is armed to the
teeth yet gun violence and death
prevail. Most mass murders by guns
are done by males but a woman
named Audrey Hale murdered three
nine-year-old kids and three adults
at a religious school in Nashville,
Tennessee. This transgender person
was told to never own guns but
purchased seven of them easily,
along with a shoulder brace to allow
for more accurate shooting.

The US has surpassed 39,000
deaths from gun violence per year
since 2014. So far in 2023, as
of March 27, 9,870 people have
died from gun violence in the US,
according to the Gun Violence
Archive. We’re only three months
into 2023, America! 398 of those
preventable fatalities were children.

I would think long and hard
before traveling or moving to the
Wild West of America. Instead of
confronting their gun problem,
Republican lawmakers are doubling
down on their insane gun worship,
as enshrined in the US constitution
as the second amendment. One
survey, conducted by the Harris
Poll for the American Psychological
Association, found that more
than seven in 10 adults cited gun
violence as a significant source of

continued on page 7
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continued from page 4

stress. Women, Latinos and Black
people were most likely to give this
response.

Time to wake up, America, and
stop your outdated gun policy from
1791. The British are coming! As
tourists, they are coming, America,
as tourists. In all of the UK in 2016,
there were 107 gun deaths.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

The NIPCC vs
the IPCC and
Bill C-11

Climate has ruled our planet for
a very, very long time. Today, we
have all come to identify climate
change through the IPCC acronym,
most simply because models and
assumptions of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change have
dominated the headlines of news
outlets and influencers with vivid
predictions of world collapse brought
on by our doing — that is, if we, the
global population, don’t immediately
surrender to a fundamental restructuring
of global governance and culture
change forever. You read right: The “I”
stands for InterGOVERNMENTAL.
Not International.

Who then are the NIPCC? Well,
it’s the NON-GOVERNMENTAL
International Panel on Climate Change
https://climatechangereconsidered.
org/. You know, the much wider
global scientific climate experts and
community, actively collaborating
and debating science openly while
not isolated and submerged behind
the closed doors in intergovernmental
think-tanks. Hmmm.

What is the difference then?
Lacking the considerable distraction of
self-preserving governmental politics
and power agendas of the IPCC,
the NIPCC is free to focus all of its
attention and unbiased debate on the
scientific aspect of climatology.

Here, I made myself a complete
climate-disaster heretic by challenging
the group-think, no, wait, virtue, we
all have accepted unquestioningly.
Right? Have we? If it has feathers,
maybe it quacks? Please. Allow me
a fair question. At least questions
WERE fair, until we (?) recently
decided that uncensored and inclusive
debate is toxic, and government
must not be questioned. Instead,
debate must be isolated in sealed
intergovernmental think-tanks,
exclusively for select NGO corporate
advisors and philanthropists, and if
necessary protected by the military
complex. Why question the Bill
Gates Foundation, George Soros, the
CFR and Rockefellers, etc., and their
corporately funded NGO teamsters
UN, WHO and WEF, whose shiny
track record on global history is on
open public display? Did we ever look,
or is virtue enough?

Here is the question: who and
when did we vote to limit and abolish
open, international and scientific

debate while, at the same time
proclaiming inclusivity and equality?
Who did this to us? Is it global mega-
influencers like PUBLICIS GROUPE,
hired by intergovernmental think-
tanks spanning 110 countries to “create
leading strategies and powerful ideas
that allow their BRANDS to become
unique, irreplaceable, in control,”
leading the change to shift public
‘culture’ (and government control)?
To date, no consensus has been
reached on the most important scientific
issues and modelling assumptions
used in the climate change debate.
Most scientists globally and outside
of the politically motivated sphere do
not support the modelling assumptions
of the IPCC. If anything, the desperate
government enforcement of Bill C-11
should really make us think.
Sabrina Mutterer
Kaslo

They will never

get away with it

The World Health Organization
will have its 76th annual World
Health Assembly (WHA 76), May
21-30, 2023. The WHO is infiltrated
by big pharma, big business, and big
foundations and is shaping up to be
the globalists’ conduit of control over
mankind. At WHA76, 194 delegates
who are unelected, unaccountable,
and largely unknown meet to write
international law under the radar of
world governments.

Through amendments to the
International Health Regulations
(IHR), the WHO is seeking powers that
would override national constitutions
and violate fundamental human rights.
Amendments seek to change the WHO
from being an ‘advisory’ organization
to one that makes legally binding
proclamations. The powers they seek
will have the effect to change their
director general into a dictator general
if passed.

Likely the amendments will pass.
Consensus is reached behind closed
doors. When put to the vote, matters
are passed without dissension, as with
the amendments at last year’s meeting
(the Ayes have it). Governments will
have 18 months to reject whatever
is passed but it is doubtful they are
aware of what is happening. The WHO
is seeking to shorten this 18-month
period to six months so it will be easier
to put things through.

The WHO can legislate legal
power over health but the capability
or ability to deal with health problems
cannot be legislated into existence.
With health, the WHOs record is poor.
Money, time, and effort are wasted
on things that do not turn out to be
serious like monkey pox and swine flu
HINI. Serious issues like Ebola and
COVID-19 are slow to be addressed.
Would things be better if big pharma
has a monopoly over global health and
anyone opposing them is deemed more
dangerous than a terrorist?

It’s not about health. It’s about the
power and control over our lives and
the money it will bring. International

LETTERS

law can be rewritten by amendments
to the IHR. The globalists will get
their health certificates, digital ID, and
mandatory vaccination.

The amendments to the IHR will
take care of the legal framework. The
WHO is also pursuing a new pandemic
treaty. On February 1, 2023, they put
out their 32-page Zero Draft WHO
CA+ (hookah). It is a pipe dream of
a business plan to create a new health
industry. And then there is Article 18!
It deals with “One Health.” The health
of the whole planet is interconnected
with many problems and risks to assess
with their unlimited business potential.

If not stopped, the result will be
a complete corporate makeover of
the WHO with the WHO’s offices
becoming big pharma’s corporate
headquarters. For more info:
StopTheWHO.com. If you think it’s
too late: ExitTheWHO.com.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

An open letter
to the Village of
Silverton from
the Village CAO

The Village of Silverton is a
unique place. We may be the second
smallest municipality in BC, but we
manage to do great things that defy
our small size. This community is
giving and caring, with residents who
rightfully take pride in what we have to
offer, and who want to ensure the local
quality of life remains high.

We share those same hopes, so
you can imagine how frustrating it
was when — less than six months
after having been hired for the role
of CAO with the Village — I learned
of non-compliance with provincial
water testing requirements. The failure
to submit samples was taking place
without our knowledge — and through
an Operations Review that [ initiated,
along with the support of council —
we were able to figure out what was
going on to ensure everything was
running as it should be. We wanted to
make sure you were receiving the best
services possible, and to verify that all
processes and efforts put forward by
the Village were being efficiently and
safely handled.

So we have been working
diligently ever since to rectify any
gaps in our testing processes. We
have been collaborating with Interior
Health to get our water testing back
on track, and have committed to even
more regular testing on an ongoing
basis moving forward, as a proactive
measure to avoid issues in the future.
The results of testing that have been
released to date show no problems
with our water, which is great news.

However, amongst all the positive
work that has been undertaken to fix
the issues at hand, there have been
some glaring negatives that need to be
addressed. I am saddened to say that
since the issues of non-compliance
were discovered, Village staff and
council members have been subjected

to abuse and harassment that is simply
not acceptable.

I want to emphasize that this sort
of behaviour is not okay, and that the
following will not be tolerated: verbal
harassment, threats and/or threatening
behaviours, physical altercations and/
or abuse, interference in the ability of
staff and elected officials to complete
their work.

There has been a significant
amount of misinformation in the
community about what has taken place
with regards to the non-compliance
issues, and in other areas of municipal
operations. We are committed to
increased transparency to try and
dispel some of the rumours that have
been making their way around the
village. We are working hard to serve
you, and to ensure Village operations
meet or exceed expectations.

Resident feedback is welcomed
and appreciated, when provided in
a respectful manner and through the
proper channels. If you have any
questions, please feel free to reach
out by emailing cao@silverton.ca or
phoning at 250-358-2472.

We appreciate your passion for
the Village of Silverton. We share that
passion with you, and we’re excited
to move forward and make this a
community where we all want to live,
work and play.

Thank you,

Viv Thoss, CAO
Village of Silverton

Response
to Dave
McCormick

As COVID is a topic of concern
for all of us, might I weigh in with
a comment on the firestorm that has
erupted after the publication of Art
Joyce’s article indicating the possibly
vastly under-reported cases of negative
vaccine reaction? (VV February 9).
I found nothing in his article but a
well laid out argument for further
inquiry. All vaccines can and do
have serious health implications for
a percentage of the people receiving
them. If what Mr. Joyce says is true,
then a reconsideration of the efficacy
of the COVID vaccine is warranted.
His initial paragraph, let’s not forget,
is a simple call to the public: Do
you know anyone who has had an
adverse reaction to the jab? Beyond
information/disinformation, science/
propaganda, his question cuts to the
core.

Before I continue, might I
introduce a salient fact? Contrary to D.
McCormick’s view, we, the unvaxxed,
are NOT anti-vaccine. What we reject,
out of hand, is the mandatory part. This
is crucial and often overlooked.

D. McCormick responds to Art
Joyce, the Valley Voice, and to all
who disagree with him as if they
were subversive agents hell-bent on
destroying him and the ‘society’ he
represents.

I am simply flummoxed by his
outrage. Further, I feel demeaned by

his insistence that in order to know the
truth, I must consult a website. Dave,
finally, might I point out the obvious?
Contrary to your assertion that you
can get no “decent hearing” in the
VV - you did.
Kris Wheeler
Slocan Park

Failures inside
the RCMP

In an opinion piece in the April 3
edition of the Globe and Mail attributed
to the freelance journalist Justin Ling
titled “The RCMP is less than the sum
of its parts. It must change or die’ on
the Mass Casualty Commission’s report
on the shooting debacle in Nova Scotia
in April of 2020 released on March
30, he states: “It [the Mass Casualty
Commission] laid out how broken
bureaucracy, operational dysfunction,
outdated communications practices,
outdated technology, inadequate
equipment, a lack of trauma-informed
training, and outright incompetence
turned individual errors into failures.”

Ling goes on to say: “The failures
inside the RCMP are not just systemic,
they are endemic. They have continued
despite report after report showing
how the RCMP has failed Indigenous
women, missing people, even their
own officers.”

Later in the piece, he says: “The
evidence is clear: The RCMP will
not and cannot fix itself. Ottawa is
unwilling or unable to, as Public Safety
Minister Marco Mendicino promised,
‘hold the RCMP... to account.””

He offers this solution: “The upper
leadership of the RCMP needs to be
replaced immediately, for starters. But
itis also time to take this accountability
out of Ottawa’s hands: End contract
policing and let towns, cities and
provinces make policing — and
accountability —a local concern.

“Even that radical change may
not be enough. This is an institution,
as the Commission notes, defined
by ‘a resistance to acknowledging
and grappling sincerely with difficult
institutional truths, including the
operation of sexism and systemic
racism within the RCMP.’

“The Trudeau government needs
to provide, in the coming month, a
detailed plan for how the RCMP will
be fixed — or abolished.”

“Anything else is just another
failure.”

A former Attorney General of
BC, Justice Wallace ‘Wally’ Oppal,
spent millions of the taxpayers’ money
traipsing around the province for two
and a half years studying policing in
BC. His conclusion, ‘Closing the gap:
policing and the community,” was as
thoughtful and as scathing as 2023’s
federal Mass Casualty Commission’s.
If you wish, you can read on the
internet Justice Oppal’s Letter of
Transmittal dated July, 31, 1994, to
the then Attorney General of BC, the
Honourable Colin Gabelmann. That
was over 30 years ago, Mr. Ling.

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse
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Slocan council, April 11: Slocan and Area Trail Society gets support

by Mark Page

Access to local wilderness areas
is under threat, according to Dave
Fredrickson of the Slocan and Area
Trail Society (SATS), as increasing
resource road deactivation in the
Slocan Valley area is making it harder
and harder to get into the backcountry.

“The deactivation in this area has
been really heavy handed,” he said.
“And I'm not sure if people know how

much has gone on.”

Fredrickson addressed council
to raise awareness and seek financial
support for SATS projects. Council
approved the request for $1,500 to do
some brushing and trail clearing of
the old Ottawa Hill mining road. The
Village will also provide tools and fuel
for the project.

Fredrickson said SATS is
inclusive of everyone — dirt bike
riders, snowmobilers, mountain bikers,
horseback riders and hikers — and
SATS supports their interests as long
as they are respectful caretakers of
the land.

Beyond Ottawa Hill, Fredrickson
also raised concerns about the road
up Lemon Creek, which he said is
practically impassible, and Enterprise
Creek Road, which he said he expects
will be deactivated after logging is
finished there. He also said he has
heard there may be plans to close the
last two kilometres of the Hoder Forest
Service Road, which provides access
to the Drinnon Pass area of Valhalla
Provincial Park.

According to Fredrickson, the
trend of deactivations began about 15
years ago. Councillor Ezra Buller said
this is likely linked to the closing of
the mill in Slocan, which meant less
resource extraction and thus less of a
need to maintain resource roads.

As these roads are built and
maintained just for resource extraction,
Buller said the need to maintain them
for recreation does not factor into the
equation. He said the only solution is
to lobby the provincial government to
redesignate the roads, making them
part of recreational trail networks
instead of resource road networks.

Slocan’s Chief Administrative
Officer Michelle Gordon said this
advocacy has been ongoing since
2014, but whenever they raise the issue
with provincial government officials,
they get bounced around between the
Ministries of Environment, Forests and
Transportation without getting a clear
answer about who is in control of the
access roads.

Several councillors and Mayor
Jessica Lunn said this advocacy would
continue to be a priority and that
wilderness access is a big part of
local quality of life and the tourism
economy.

Earth Day clean-up

Council approved a request for the
Village to support the third annual Earth
Day cleanup. Garbage collected from
the cleanup, focused on central Slocan
and the surrounding shoreline, will be
dropped off at the public works yard
and the Village will pay for disposal.

Though Earth Day is officially on
Saturday, April 22, organizers Corrine
Funk and Kaylee Greig are holding the
event on Friday, April 21 to involve
local schoolchildren in the clean-up
efforts.

Any volunteers interested in
participating are to show up at Slocan
beach at 9:30 am and bring their own
gloves. Atnoon, organizers will provide
light snacks and will have a prize draw
with gifts from local donors.

July festival on the beach

Slocan may see a return of a festival
on the beach this July.

Lisa Parente, also the organizer
of February’s Winter Carnival in
Expo Park, had her request approved
in principle to hold the event on July
15, with the potential for additional
days on July 14 and 16. Council also
approved her request to extend the
noise ordinance cut-off for music from
10 pmto 11 pm on July 15.

The site of the festival will be
the same as the now-defunct Unity
Music Festival. Unity organizers told
Village staff that though they support
the tradition of having a festival on
Slocan’s beach, they do not want the
Unity name used.

Proposed events would include
performances of music, dance and
theatre, along with food vendors, a
sandcastle workshop, a volleyball
tournament, a bouncy castle and tree
art by WE Graham students. The
festival may also have a beer garden,
a waterslide and an afterparty at the
Slocan Legion, though those details
have yet to be confirmed.

Parente plans to pay for the festival
by raising cash through crowd-funding
and grant applications. The extra days
will be added if enough money is
raised. The budget currently is $14,500
for a one-day festival, $19,800 for two
and $22,700 for three.

Parente has already applied for
a Resident Directed (ReDi) grant of
$6,000. Those grants are provided
by the Columbia Basin Trust, but
administered by the Village and several
councillors expressed a reluctance to
provide funding for the event after
pitching in $3,000 for the Winter
Carnival.

“I'm totally okay with approving
and moving along a community event,”
said Councillor Ezra Buller. “But
I don’t think the Village should be
footing the bill.”

Councillor Madeleine Perriere
questioned whether it was a little late in
the year to be planning a mid-summer
event of this size. She also pointed out
that the Village put in almost $10 per
person for the Winter Carnival already,
and not everybody is interested in
attending these events.

Others concurred, comparing the
eventto the planned Slocan International
Art & Music Fair June 16-18, which is
offering similar entertainment without
funding contributions from the Village.

“These events — people need to be
able to opt in or out,” said Councillor
Jordan Knott. “Not everybody wants to
go, but everybody pays for it.”
Building Code update

Mayor Jessica Lunn sought to
dispel false rumours about changes in
the BC Building Code by expanding on
some information provided to council
by the RDCK.

The changes say that any new
construction will need to meet ‘step
3’ of the BC energy efficiency rating
system, but she explained this will
only affect new builds. People will
not be forced to renovate their homes
to comply.

“There’s some misinformation
swirling about this in our community,”
said Councillor Jordan Knott.
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The rules require new builds to
be 20% more energy efficient than
the current requirements, which say
buildings must meet ‘step 1’ efficiency.

Changes will not impact projects
already in progress — only those
initiating the permit process after
May 1.

Potential land for housing

In efforts to solve the housing
crisis, the provincial government is
encouraging municipalities to map out
provincial and municipal lands that
could be used for housing.

Council directed Village staff to
create a map in hopes there may be
an opportunity in the process to find
out what kind of funding they can get
for environmental remediation efforts
needed at the old mill site, purchased
by the municipality in 2020.

The site on the shore of Slocan
Lake will be prime real estate for
housing, along with commercial and
park areas, but as council looks to
creating a mill site master plan, they
will first need to address any lingering
issues from the area’s industrial past.

Councillor Jordan Knott said this
might also be an opportunity to see
if there is any funding available for
different types of affordable housing,
beyond what is already committed by
BC Housing for the project in the centre
of the village.

Ecosystem Enhancement
Workshop

Slocan will host a Columbia Basin
Trust Ecosystem Enhancement and
Restoration Project Ideas Workshop
on May 15 and Councillor Ezra Buller
said this event could be a good place for
locals to toss around ideas about how
to renaturalize Springer Creek and get
going on environmental remediation
efforts of the old mill site.

“Maybe we can get some of that
remediation work started earlier than
we thought,” Buller said.

These workshops allow members
of the public to pitch and discuss
ideas about how to rehabilitate
local ecosystems. Previous projects
include the Slocan Integral Forestry
Cooperative’s work to restore habitat
in the Winlaw and Trozzo Creek
watersheds and the Okanagan Nation
Alliance’s work to enhance the
connectivity of core grizzly bear habitat
on the west side of Arrow Lake.

Anybody interested in attending
the workshop in Slocan on May 15
between 9 am and 1 pm can register at
ourtrust.org/eep.

REMINDER

Thank you.

Village of New Denver
PUBLIC NOTICES

If you have a question or concern about Village related business,
please call or stop by the office between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday and we’d be happy to assist you. Approaching
staff on their own personal time outside of the office is unfair as they
deserve to have downtime too. It can be hard in a small community
when you see someone in the store, gas station, etc. to differentiate
the person from the employee, but we ask that you be considerate
and respectful of their right to their own personal time.

115 Slocan Avenue ¢ P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC VOG 1S0
(250) 358-2316 » office@newdenver.ca * www.newdenver.ca
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by Sheri Walsh

Superintendent Trish Smillie
presented SD 8’s draft strategic plan
for 2024 to 2029. The plan includes
anew mission and vision along with
redefined values that serve as the
framework for setting priorities and
developing operational and school
plans. Five strategic priorities within
the plan relate to intellectual, human
and social, and career development,
reflecting the input received from
the almost 700 visitors to the public
engagement website, attendees
at six community meetings, the
public webinar, student symposium,
Indigenous partners, as well as from
meetings with staff and parents.
The plan also outlines the annual
schedule of reports that will monitor
its implementation. The draft plan is
available for public comment until
May 8 at: engage.sd8.bc.ca, where all
comments received during the plan
development period are also posted.
Staff, student, education partner, and
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School District 8, April 11: Draft strategic plan presented

public comments will be considered
during preparation of the final draft,
which is anticipated to be presented
to the board for approval at its May
meeting.
Preliminary budget
presented
Secretary-Treasurer Johan
Glaudemans presented the
preliminary budget for 2023-
2024. Stable enrolment, increased
government funding, and
organizational efficiencies realized
over the last two years allowed
staff to prepare a balanced budget,
enabling the district to focus entirely
on supporting learning, including
increasing classroom staffing. “This
is a good news story!” declared
Superintendent Smillie at the
Operations and Finance Partner
Advisory Committee meeting
earlier in the day. Over the next
month, the budget will be refined
to ensure that it aligns with the
board’s new strategic priorities as

well as the feedback received from
the public, education partners, staff,
and students. A public webinar will
be held on Tuesday, April 25 at 6 pm.
Webinar information is available on
the calendar on the SD 8§ website.

In further financial news, the
capital plan bylaw was approved,
which includes the final phase of
HVAC upgrades at Mt Sentinel
Secondary as well as the purchase
of five new buses.
Childcare review

Since April 2022, childcare
has been included within the
public education mandate with a
commitment to providing universal,
affordable, accessible, quality,
and inclusive childcare to every
family who wants or needs it.
There are currently eight childcare
programs located at SD 8§ school
sites, including Winlaw and Brent
Kennedy Elementary. Over the next
few years, the ministry intends to
increase access to before- and after-

school care and increase childcare
spaces on school grounds. Under
direction of the ministry, district staff
are undertaking an environmental
scan to review childcare provision
and needs in relation to SD 8 schools.
School fees

Secretary-Treasurer Glaudemans
presented the school fee details. Fees
are determined by principals at each
school in consultation with staff and
the PAC. The majority of fees have
remained the same, except for a few
elective courses where the cost of
materials has increased. The district’s
financial hardship policy ensures
that fees are not a barrier to student
participation in curricular activities
or programs.

MSSS cell phone

protocol

Mt Sentinel student trustee
Natasha Holland reported that a
new protocol for student use of cell
phones and other devices was being

tried out and should be in place by
the end of the month.
JVH/Jewett principal
Following the meeting,
the district announced that as of
August 1, 2023, JV Humphries and
Jewett Schools’ Acting Principal
Ron Sherman will become their
principal, while former JVH and
Jewett Principal Victoria McAllister
will take the reins at Crawford Bay.
McAllister has been on leave from
JVH and Jewett this school year.
The next meeting of the
Kootenay Lake Board of Education
held in public is on May 9 at Spm.

It pays to advertise in
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for details

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp

250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm

Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.

Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca

403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo VOG 1M0

kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver VOG 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! « Winter Hours: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am — 4 pm; Closed
Sunday to Tuesday * 30% off now on our fine selection of 2023 photo and art

calendars - including Jesse Schpakowski's gorgeous Kootenay Landscapes
with 8 Valley images - plus the wide array of annual planners from Winlaw’s
Polestar « Our first literary addition of 2023 is Art Joyce’s latest book of poetry,
Blue Communion, and the poems therein are quite moving and powerful * As
always we've got awesome natural fashion, quality wool blankets, great gifts,
and much more. Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you soon! « 250-
358-2178 « RavensNestBC.com « Facebook & Instagram ¢

Kootenay Beds - Inspired by Nature

Crafted by Hand - Kootenay Beds, 307 DeRosa Drive, VOG1S1, Rosebery
Contact: 250-800-8022 Make more space in your life with a Murphy Bed!
One-of-a-kind solid wood murphy beds handmade with love in the Kootenays.

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan - Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open — Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open — Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255



Seed starting kits, soil, flats,
inserts, domes, seeds
Start your own microgreens!

Drywall, mud, wheelbarrows, shovels,
garden wagons, garden tools

Fencing has arrived!
We have the largest selection of
fencing & posts in the Kootenays

New games &
educational activities for

More seed potatoes are here!!

kids & adults, puzzles

[ Slogger shoes & boots, gumboots |

Clothing & socks

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales $13™
Alfalfa Bales $23%

Think SPRING, time to prune &
spray your fruit & shade trees.

Onion sets & seed potatoes
Early lettuce, hasil,

pansy starts,

onions

Come see us for all your pruning

PNW seeds are here!!!

20% off select bird food (in-store only)
Bird feeders
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New Denver council, April 11: Remote CAO?

by Jan McMurray

The CAO is now able to
work remotely. The following
resolution was brought forward
from the in camera meeting
held after the regular council
meeting: “That Council
approves the Remote Work
Addendum to the CAO
Employment Contract.” Our
request for further information
on this was not answered by
press time.

Rec Commission

Councillor Casey Law
reported that the Recreation
Commission #6 Gym
Committee met March 23 to
discuss gymnasium public
use/exclusive times, facility
name, refund on passes, and
gymnasium flooring. The
committee’s recommendations
will be brought to the
commission’s next meeting for
consideration.

Law said the job for the
part-time person to manage
the gymnasium/fitness centre
will be posted, and the job
description will include duties
for Rec Commission #8 (Slocan
Valley) as well.

Economic
development grant
awarded

Law also reported that
the $100,000 REDIP grant to
continue the work of the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Partnership work has been
awarded.

Health Advisory
Committee

The Health Advisory
Committee is going to reach out
to Interior Health, the Ministry
of Health and the Nurses Union
to present a plan to attract and
retain nurses at the Slocan
Community Health Centre in
New Denver. The shortage of
nurses is “our stumbling block
for 24/7 emergency,” Mayor
Casley said.

Spark in the Dark

The Spark in the Dark

Lantern Festival group will

receive a $500 grant-in-aid
to offset the cost of renting
Knox Hall for lantern-making
workshops in preparation for
next year’s festival. In 2022,
the Village granted the group
$945 and in 2021, $1,315. It
was noted that the group is now
anon-profit society, so will have
more funding opportunities than
before — hence the smaller ask
for this year’s event.
Art by Pavilion
residents

An art show featuring art by
Pavilion residents will be held at
Knox Hall on April 26, 2-4 pm.
Councillor Moss reported that
this is a project of the Bluebird
Pavilion volunteers, sponsored
by the Slocan Community
Health Centre Auxiliary.
RDCK Local

Conservation Fund

New Denver is looking
at joining the RDCK Local
Conservation Fund, and giving
residents a chance to weigh in
through an alternative approval
process (AAP). Council decided
to refer the issue to upcoming
budget meetings.

An AAP would cost about
$1,500, and would involve
advertising the proposal twice in
the paper. The ad would provide
information on how residents
could register their disapproval.
If 10% or more of the electorate
register their disapproval, the
AAP fails. If less than 10%
register their disapproval, the
AAP passes.

The Local Conservation
Fund provides grants for local
conservation projects. If New
Denver joins, village property
owners would pay a $15 parcel
tax annually to contribute to
the fund.

RDCK Area H residents
voted to join the Local
Conservation Fund in a
referendum held during the
recent municipal elections. That
referendum, and a prior survey,
showed support for New Denver
to join.

Councillors Casey Law,
Danika Hammond and John
Fyke spoke in favour of holding
the AAP. Law and Hammond
highlighted the public support

shown for the project, while
Fyke said he feels any efforts
made towards conserving land
now will be appreciated in the
future. Mayor Leonard Casley
said that although he feels it is
a good project, he’d like to see
it stay with the RDCK only.
“It’s a rare opportunity to have
the RDCK fund a project that
village taxpayers receive some
benefit from rather than the
other way around,” Casley said.
Accessibility Plan

The Province has legislated
that all local governments
must have accessibility plans
by September this year, and
New Denver and other local
governments in our region are
considering banding together
to increase their capacity to
comply. Led by the RDCK,
local governments in the district
will explore the possibility of
forming a regional Accessibilty
Advisory Committee.

CAO Lisa Scott said the
plans would outline upgrades
to all municipal facilities to
make them accessible. “There
may be benefits in establishing
aregional committee who have
the time to commit to do the
research, public consultations
and engagement, and develop
the plans,” states a report from
Scott.

However, there were
complaints from Councillor
Moss, who said this is “just
another committee we have to
sit on and more costs.”

“The Province has mandated
it — it’s called downloading,”
Mayor Casley commented.
Golf course garbage
pickup

The Village will provide
garbage pickup service to the
Slocan Lake Golf Course. The
golf club asked the Village to
provide the weekly service
during the golf season, as
their metal bin is becoming
increasingly non bear proof. The
golf club would have to buy a
garbage bin that’s compatible
with the Village truck and cover
all costs for equipment, labour
and tipping fees.

“This is an example of
Regional District residents

using our services,” said Mayor
Casley. “There should be a bin
in Rosebery and other Area H
communities.”

Agreement with
Friends of the
Orchard

A partnership agreement
with the Friends of the Orchard
to complete the House of
Joyful Tidings project was
approved. The agreement
outlines the responsibilities
of the Village and the Friends
of the Orchard through the
three phases of the project:
storage, construction (moving
the building to the campground
entrance and converting it to
an office and accommodation
for the campground host),
and maintenance. The Village
will become the owner of the
building upon approval of the
building permit.

CBT ReDi grants

The recommended
allocation of CBT ReDi grants
was approved, and will be
forwarded to the RDCK for
approval at the May board
meeting. Councillor Colin Moss
sat on the selection committee
with Steve Deakoff, Leanne
Fulton and Janice Gustafson.
“This was by far the hardest
selection process I have sat
through,” he said. “There
were 40 very worthwhile and
deserving applications, and
some had to be denied.”

Requests totalled $79,046
and the Village had $34.,364 to
disperse.

Goat Mountain Kids
Society’s After School Program
- $3,500; Harvest Share -
$1,500; Healthy Community
Society’s Share, Teach, Grow
- $2,500; Healthy Community
Society’s Meals in our
Community - $3,000; LACE’s
Bosun Hall sound mitigation -
$1,250; New Denver and Area
Youth Centre - $2,800; North
Slocan Trails Society’s Butter
Trail phase 3 — $2,500; North
Valley Mountain Film Festival
- $1,500; Sandon Historical
Society Museum upgrades
and repairs - $1,500; Silvery
Slocan Historical Society’s
historic signage - $650; Slocan
Lake Arena Society’s painting
the ice surface - $500; Slocan
Lake Arts Council’s Summer
Sunset Concert Series - $2,000;
Slocan Lake Early Learning
Society’s outdoor play area
upgrades - $600; Slocan Lake
Golf Club’s course upgrades
- $2,500; Slocan Solutions
Society for Reading Centre -
$650; Slocan Solutions Society
for Bear Smart Electric Fencing/
Tree Replacement - $1,500;
Slocan Solutions Society for
Valhalla Community Choir
- $614; Valhalla Fine Arts
Society - $2,800; WE Graham
Community Service Society’s
Better at Home - $1,000.
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submitted

The Province has recently
announced hundreds of successful
projects under the Rural Economic
Diversification and Infrastructure
Program (REDIP). Many of them are
in our area.

The government is investing
up to $66 million this year in this
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BC helps strengthen rural economies with new funding

program, which promotes economic
diversification, clean economy
opportunities and infrastructure
development in rural BC.

The projects recently announced
are from the first intake of the program,
which happened last fall. There will be
a second intake opening this year.

Communities can receive REDIP

Kaslo students Shakefest bound

submitted

Three Kaslo students were
inspired when they heard about a
group of students from New Denver’s
high school who were heading to
Shakefest in Vernon.

JV Humphries students Skylet
Lawless, Elizabeth Payne and
Christopher Poer were so excited
that they might be able to participate
in the Theatre Arts Camp that they got
to work fundraising.

The three students set up a
fundraising stand on Front Street in
Kaslo.

With a bottle drive, busking with
two violins and selling raffle tickets for
some prints they helped to frame, they
are getting very close to the $2,000
goal. The very generous support of the
community, including a contribution
from the Kaslo Community Pharmacy,
will make it possible for the students
to reach their goal.

JV Humphries students Skylet Lawless, Elizabeth Payne and Christopher Poer were so excited
that they might be able to participate in the Theatre Arts Camp that they got to work fundraising.

register as a vendor.

Lindsay at 250-505-2329

(Citizen of the year nominations: Please mail in your letters to PO Box 445 New)
Denver BC V0G1S0, or email jbernhof@gmail.com
May Days Artisan market registration: Email Jessica at jbernhof@gmail.com to

Bocce Registration: Email Greg at shorter313@gmail.com
Silent Auction Donations: If you have an item to donate please call Heather and

Volunteers: If you are interested in lending a helping hand for this special event
Qlease contact Jessica at jpbernhof@gmail.com or 250-551-7204 /

funding through three streams. The
economic diversification stream is
for projects that plan or implement
programs, services and infrastructure
to support economic development
and diversification in communities
with populations of 25,000 or less.
The maximum funding in this stream
is $1 million.

The economic capacity stream
is for projects that build local
capacity and improve the ability to
support economic development and
diversification in communities with
populations of 2,500 or fewer, with
maximum funding of $100,000.

The forest impact transition stream
is for projects that support economic
recovery and diversification in affected
forest-dependent communities, with
maximum funding of $500.,000.

The successful projects in our area
are as follows.

Kaslo & Area D

Lardeau Valley Opportunity
LINKS Society: Lardeau Valley
LINKS Capacity Building -
$99,986.00.

Village of Kaslo: Kaslo Economic
Infrastructure Acceleration Project -
$100,000.

Kootenay Lake Historical Society:
Responsible Tourism, Education, and
Project Management - $100,000.

Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and
Trails Society: Milford Ridge Trail
Feasibility Assessment - $79,556.00.
Nakusp and Area K

Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services: Community
Works ‘Bridging the Labour Force
Gaps’ - $246,232.00.

Nakusp and Area Development
Board: Strengthening Community-
Led Development in Nakusp-

$100,000. Action Plan - $45,680.00.

Slocan Valley Village of Slocan: Slocan and
Village of New Denver: New Area Economic Diversification

Denver Commercial Core Visionand ~ Capacity Building - $100,000.
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Quilt Guild donates $500 prize for the Kohan Garden

submitted

On May 12, some lucky
person will win a beautiful
lap quilt in the Slocan Garden
Society’s Mother’s Day Raffle.

The quilt was made by
New Denver Quilt Guild
members, using the ‘One
Block Wonder’ quilt pattern.
The intricate pattern is created
by laying small strips of a large
patterned fabric to create an
exciting kaleidoscope effect.
Second prize is a Raven’s Nest
$100 gift certificate and third
is a $50 flowering hydrangea
paniculata, donated by the
garden society. Raffle tickets
are a bargain at $5 and are
available now at pop-up sales
tables at New Market Foods,
Raven’s Nest, or by inquiry
at: slugskohangarden@gmail.
com. The quilt may be viewed
and tickets purchased at Laurel

Tree Fabric and Fibre, #302
6th Avenue, New Denver (the
old Sanderella location).

The proceeds from this
bi-annual raffle go towards
the SLGS’s fundraising
program for development,
maintenance and upkeep of
the Kohan Reflection Garden.
This year, there will be two
major infrastructure repairs.
Entrance gate flooring will
be replaced because of water
damage and a walkway will be
repaved to facilitate improved
access for those with mobility
issues.

Keeping the Kohan
Garden in good trim is partly
handled by a contracted garden
maintenance professional and
partly by volunteer support.
Each Monday, July through
August, 9 am-4 pm, volunteer
work parties will provide a

chance for those who love
the Kohan to help tend to the
growing and blooming plants
while learning horticulture tips
from Ray Nikkel, the Kohan’s
master gardener.

This summer, there are
plans in the works for a series
of Shakespeare performances
and a day of artists’ display
and sales in the garden. Both
these events will depend on
outside funding, so details
will follow. The ‘Summer
Sundays in the Kohan Garden’
series will again present,
each Sunday morning, July

through August, one-hour
lectures or demonstrations
such as a free yoga class,
botanical illustration,
or shoreline ecology. The
Kohan is a favourite setting
for community celebrations
marking remembrance or
union and there are four
weddings scheduled for the
summer months.

The series of bloom times
are perhaps the season’s most
enjoyable events: fragrant
azaleas and rhododendrons
in May, itoh peonies in May/
June, waterlilies mid-summer,

Japanese anemones late August
and the glorious autumn show
put on by the ornamental
grasses, September through
October.

Rounding up this preview
of SLGS activities are a few
items of note. The society
will have their regular booth
at the Friday Market. You’ll
find new photocards, $5
memberships, garden journals,
the ever-popular handmade
scrubbies. The annual SLGS
Fall Raffle tickets will be
on sale all summer with the
draw scheduled for September
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15. The first prize winner
will be awarded 24 hours
gardening help courtesy of our
volunteers. SLGS will once
again be selling spring bulbs
at the Garlic Fest.

The society anticipates
a busy and enjoyable season
and invites the community
to attend the many 2023
events intended to bring arts
and gardening inspiration to
all. For updates on Kohan
Garden or Slocan Lake Garden
Society events, check out the
events page on our website at:
kohanreflectiongarden.ca

Chris Hildebrand and Charlotte Smith showing the beautiful “One Block Wonder Quilt” that's first prize in the Slocan Lake Garden Society's Mother's Day Raffle.

CBT supports projects to reduce climate impact

submitted
Communities are
reducing operating costs and
gaining efficiencies while
working toward their climate
resiliency goals. Seventeen
projects are underway to
make Basin communities
more sustainable, with the
$2 million in support from
Columbia Basin Trust.

Four of the projects are
happening in our area.

The Village of Silverton
is receiving $299,000 to
install solar at the municipal
complex, complete energy-
efficiency upgrades on
Memorial Hall and the Village
office, and purchase an EV
and charging stations.

The Village of Kaslo

is receiving $170,100 to
purchase an EV and complete
energy-efficient upgrades
at the Kemball Memorial
Centre.

The Village of Nakusp
will receive $76,100 to
purchase an EV and install
public use charging stations.

The Village of New
Denver is receiving $20,700
to complete energy-efficiency
upgrades on Bosun Hall,
including installing heat
pumps.

“This project will
improve energy efficiency
and conservation and reduce
our carbon footprint, helping
us meet our climate action
goals,” said Lisa Scott, Chief
Administrative Officer. “It
will reduce costs and diversify
the potential use of the
facility by improving the user
experience during hotter and
colder seasons. It will even
enable us to offer ‘cooling
stations’ during prolonged
extreme heat events.”

The Village of New Denver is completing energy-efficiency upgrades on Bosun
Hall with the support of Columbia Basin Trust.
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Studio Connexion celebrates 15 years with special reception May 12

submitted by Anne Béliveau

Studio Connexion Art Gallery in
Nakusp is celebrating its 15th season
this year, and is hosting a special
reception on opening day, Friday,
May 12, 5-7 pm. The gallery is also
offering a special on May 12 and
13, right before Mother’s Day — the
gallery will be paying the taxes on
your purchases.

Anne Béliveau of Studio
Connexion recalls the gallery’s
first art show, featuring the fine
photography of the late Patrizia

Menton. “We were selling Quebecois
antique reproduction furniture in a
store on Broadway at the time, and I
wanted to complement the furniture
with a display of artists’ works.
Textile artist Linda Dixon also had
gorgeous pieces,” she said.

Anne decided to focus on the sale
of artwork by artists from the region,
as it was extremely expensive to ship
the furniture from Quebec to BC.
“Also, there were not many galleries
around at the time,” she said.

There have been adjustments

over the years, like the location. The
gallery moved to 203 Fifth Avenue
NW from the Broadway storefront.
Most exhibitions now last three
weeks instead of a month. The ‘Deck
the Walls’ show has evolved into the
‘Winter Group Show’ and lasts until
the end of January. Participation in

Series are Richard Brodeur, the
former goalie from the Canucks,
Brigitte Desbois, Holly Woods,
Charlene Duncan, Bryn Stevenson
and Grace Croughan from Toronto.

The summer season brings back
regular gallery hours from Tuesday
to Saturday, 11 am-4 pm. Other times

can be arranged by contacting the
gallerist, preferably by text at 250-
265-8888. Follow the daily posts
on Facebook and check the website:
www.studioconnexiongallery.com

This summer, make the
Connexion at 203 Fifth Ave. NW. in
beautiful Nakusp.

Anne Beliveau at her art gallery, Studio Connexion, in Nakusp. The gallery is celebrating 15
years this season.

the Columbia Basin Culture Tour
continues to be very important,
as is the organization of painting
workshops with prominent artists.

“2022 was an exceptional year
at Studio Connexion, having clients
coming back after the pandemic,”
Anne said. “People came from all
over BC and Alberta. We also had
more visitors from Europe and
Australia who were purchasing.”

Anne’s character is evident in
this quaint gallery, not only by the
décor but also by the artists she
brings in.

The 2023 Summer Exhibitions

Series begins May 12 with Master May 12 - May 27 David LANGEVIN
Artist David Langevin from May 31 - June 17 Richard BRODEUR
Kamloops. This is his second art June 20 - July 8 Brigitte ggsgols
show at the gallery. He will also July 12 - July 30 . Holly WOOD
facilitate his ‘Mastering Light & ( featured artist for CB Culture Tour)
Colour’ worksh hich has alread August 2 - August 19 Charlene DUNCAN
(iour WOIKShop ‘ﬁ ll)c asateady August 23 - Sept. 9 Grace CROUGHAN
sold out. There will be a reception Sept. 12 - Sept. 30 Bryn STEVENSON

with the artist in attendance on
Friday, May 26.
Other artists in the Summer

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
NOTICE OF DISPOSITION OF LAND

Pursuant to Section 24 and 26 of the Community Charter and in accordance with Section 94, notice is
hereby given that the Village of Nakusp intends to enter into an easement encroachment agreement with
MRQ Holdings Inc., No. BC1061390 for the non-exclusive use of the 110.25 m? portion of:

The Highway described as that part of Road Dedication on Plan 494 District Lot 397 Kootenay
District, commonly referred to as Nelson Avenue South.

This portion of the Highway will be encroached over by a paved parking area, lock block retaining wall,
chain link fence, and permanent bollards.

Legally described as Lot 16, Block 50, District Lot 397, Kootenay District Plan 494, commonly referred
to as the civic addressed as 92 Broadway Street NW, Nakusp BC. (Please refer to Figures 1 and 2)

This Easement is to allow for a paved parking area, lock blocks, chain link fencing, and permanent bollards
for public safety. This easement encroachment will be registered on title with the Land Title and Survey
Authority Office of British Columbia for an indeterminate length of time, for consideration of $1.00 received
by the Village of Nakusp.

Direct all comments and inquiries to:
Wayne Robinson, CAO

94 — 1% Street NW, PO Box 280,
Nakusp, BC. VOG 1RO0.
250-265-3689

cao@nakusp.com
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Slocan Lake Green Burial Ground close to reality

submitted

After three years of meetings
and endless paperwork, the
Slocan Lake Green Burial
Society is getting closer every
day to establishing a green burial
ground (GBG) in New Denver.
The society is inviting members
and friends to come to a picnic
and work party on Sunday, April
30 at 11 am, going until 3 pm.
This will lay the groundwork
(literally) for the next phase. The

GBG is adjacent to and above
the New Denver Cemetery.
Watch for signage.

The organization is making
the last necessary applications
for the various licences to
allow it to operate a cemetery.
Completion of these processes
may take up to a year, but this
definitely seems to be the last
hurdle. The land is now legally
registered in the name of the
society, and has been officially

designated as a cemetery in
perpetuity.

“It is so exciting to move
from theory to practice,” says
Gitta Ridder, president of
the society. “I find it kind of
humorous we used to gather
together to build shelter for
ourselves to lead the lives we

envisioned, and now we are
gathering to build a space for
ourselves and like-minded
people where what happens to
us after we end our lives reflects
our values.

“This is an exciting phase.
After this spring cleanup, we
can start planting Indigenous

plant species, and eliminating
invasives. We will also
be creating accessibility by
building paths, as well as
bringing in three large boulders
where memorial plaques will
be displayed, and eventually
building a beautiful and
unobtrusive gathering space

Slocan Valley Co-op opens in Nelson

submitted

It is official! The first
Husky gas station conversion
to a Slocan Valley Co-op
station starts on Monday.

The re-branded Slocan
Valley Co-op at 702 Nelson
Ave, Nelson opens for
business on Monday, April 24.
“Adding this gas bar and
convenience store to the
Slocan Valley Co-op is
aligned with our commitment
to growing and serving the
West Kootenays for the long
term,” said Chris Sapriken,
general manager of the Slocan
Valley Co-op.

The site was purchased
from Federated Co-operatives
Limited (FCL) as part of its
agreement to acquire 171
Husky retail fuel sites from
Cenovus Energy Inc. This
deal was announced in August
2022 when the FCL purchase
of Husky retail fuel sites was
approved.

The Slocan Valley Co-op
officially took ownership of
this site in September 2022,
though work to convert the

station is happening April
17-23. The Nelson store will
be closed for the week for
new signs, pumps, register
systems, washrooms, and
upgrade to offer their award-
winning Co-operative coffee.

“We are excited to start
the conversion process and
officially have the new station
wearing our Co-op brand.
We expect to be back open
on Monday, April 24 to be

ready to serve all our current
and new member-owners.
Stay tuned for our grand
opening event we will be
hosting in May as we look
forward to welcoming our
community members to join
us in celebrating the opening
of our new Co-op site!”
After rebranding to Co-
op, the Husky sites will stop
accepting myHuskyRewards
as a form of payment and will
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and shelter.”

Everyone is invited to come,
bring any useful tools you have,
and pack a picnic lunch. Liquid
refreshments will be provided.
A bonfire will be part of the
gathering, and any questions
you have will be cheerfully
answered.

no longer be accepting Husky
gift cards.

Interested in learning more
about how you can become a
member-owner of the Slocan
Valley Co-op and receive
equity and cash rebates from
purchases at our Nelson and
Slocan Park locations? Go
to our website and click on
‘Become a Member.” Join
our family and sign up for
membership today!

The Organic Humans coming to the Vallican Whole

submitted

The Organic Humans
Band is a high-energy feel-
good band for all ages and
they are coming to the Vallican
Whole on April 28 at 7:30 pm.

Fresh from the Orchard
in Cawston, they’ve been
rocking the Similkameen and
Okanagan music scene for
more than eight years. They
deliver irresistibly danceable
music served up with humour,
originality and heart. Their
genres are ‘classic rock, R
& B, and a dash of country’
and they play covers and
danceable originals.

The Vallican Whole show
will be a rock & roll dance
celebrating decades past and
future. It’s bound to get you
moving and grooving and
hollering for more.

The Organic Humans
band features: Maggie
Macdonald, lead singer and
songwriter (whose vocals
have been compared to Janis
Joplin, Stevie Nicks and Linda
Ronstadt), Elam Wills on
lead guitar and vocals, Doug
Vincent on drums, and Fritz
Cronaeger (Bassman) on bass.

They’ll be back in the
studio later in May finishing

recording ‘Jump off that
Train’ and producing a
music video. They also have
recorded ‘Apple Blossom
Glory,’ their Cawston country
original song based on Elam
and Maggie’s background as
organic orchardists as well as
other original songs soon to
be released by Similkameen
Sound Studios.

Doors to the Vallican
Whole show will open at 7
pm, with music starting at
7:30. Tickets are at the door,
and cost $20 each. The show
is all ages, and there will be a
cash bar to enjoy.

The Organic Humans out of Cawston play the Vallican Whole on April 28.
Call-out for Lemon Creek fuel spill stories

The Valley Voice 1is
planning a special report
about the Lemon Creek fuel
spill as we approach the 10th

anniversary of the event.

If you have memories
or stories about how the
fuel spill impacted you,

Province supports festivals

submitted

Festivals, fairs and
other events are benefiting
from a one-time provincial
investment of $30 million
“to continue the recovery of
a vibrant and strong tourism
industry and support the

innovative arts industry in
BC.”

Events in our area
receiving funding are: Slocan
City International Music and
Art Fair, happening June 16-
17 ($11,700); Slocan’s Winter
Carnival ($2,000); Nakusp’s

your family or your
property, please contact us
at valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca.

Concert Series ($2,500);
Kaslo Jazz Fest ($123,300);
Kaslo May Days ($3,000);
Kaslo Summer Music Series
($3,800); Sinixt Columbia
River Canoe Journey and
Salmon Ceremony ( $2,300);
Shambhala ($250,000).
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Carbon-neutral pitch

A local environmental group
asked council to consider joining its
plan to work towards having the local
government use 100% renewable
energy sources no later than 2050.

Montana Burgess of Neighbours
United came to council as a
delegation to ask them to join its
West Kootenay 100% Renewable
Energy Plan.

The plan was first launched in
2020, and 12 Cities and Villages
and the two regional districts in
the West Kootenay have signed
on to the project. The plan is a
guide for Villages to work towards
operating in a carbon-neutral way
at the community level. Any energy
use would come from renewable
sources, including electricity, heating
and cooling.

“This starts with energy
efficiency and energy conservation,
then procuring any remaining energy
from renewable sources to get to
100% renewable energy,” Burgess
noted in a letter to council.

She said Nakusp is already on the
low-carbon transition path, with the
implementation of renewable energy
projects like the Village micro-
hydro generation station, which can
generate 50 kW on a continual basis.
The water drawn to power the station
then feeds into the Village’s water
treatment plant, and into the water
distribution system.

Council received Burgess’
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presentation as information.
2023 budgets approved

Homeowners in the village
will see a 12.6% increase in their
municipal tax bill. Council passed its
2023 operating and capital budgets,
laying out its spending plans for
the year.

The Village will spend more
than $7.1 million over the next year
on maintaining operations, paying
salaries, and conducting the business
of government. That includes $4.84
million on general operations, and $1
million at the hot springs.

The operating budget approved
by council had a smaller hike than
first anticipated, down about .8%,
mostly because of tweaks to grants
received. Village managers were also
able to decrease budget amounts for
council training and the revamped
website. They were able to add funds
for an airport master plan, and the
hefty Growing Communities Fund
grant to the reserves. The operating
budget also draws more money from
the hot springs operations, which
grew by 9% last year.

On the capital side, the Village
will spend $3.21 million on physical
plant and infrastructure maintenance
next year. That includes $1.2 million
on the water system and $1 million
on the sewer system. $149,000 in
capital improvements will be spent
at the hot springs.

A new roof for the library will
cost $33,000, but more than $24,000
of that will be covered by a grant.
The Village’s eight-year-old Ford

F350 is going to be replaced by an
electric pickup truck. The cost of the
new vehicle is $101,000, but will be
covered wholly by grants.

This year’s budget will be
incorporated into the five-year
financial plan, which will receive
final adoption in May.

Zoning approved

An application to rezone
a property along the waterfront
received final reading and adoption.
James Zeleznik had applied to
have a property rezoned from its
commercial category back to its
original Lakeshore Development
designation. That will allow for the
development of more housing in the
village, and fit the Village’s criteria
for swift approval.

“The purpose for not holding
a public hearing, when legislation
allows, is to speed up the process
for housing developments to move
through the process more quickly
since the need for housing in the
community is significant,” wrote a
staff report.

Staff also noted they also
received no letters from neighbours
opposing the application.

Mayor Zeleznik, a co-owner of
the development company, recused
himself from the debate and vote.
Public Property bylaw
postponed

The Village’s bylaw on use of
public property in town — which
includes determining how many
food trucks will be allowed to set up
on public land — has been delayed

Burton fire department could close for lack of staff, chief says

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A shortage of volunteers has the
chief of the Burton fire department
worried about the future.

“We are very lucky that we
haven’t been very busy in the last
while,” says Brian Harrop. “Whether
it’s people being more careful, you
never know. But with the fire season
coming, who knows what Mother
Nature will deal us.”

Harrop posted to the Burton
community Facebook page recently,
warning local residents that the fire
hall could shut down if the number
of staff falls even further.

“The Burton fire department
is approaching a dangerous and
unacceptable low number of
volunteers,” he wrote, noting that
they had eight trained members, but
four will soon be unavailable. “In
an ideal world, we would have five
members to call out, however we

know we don’t live in an ideal world
and depending on circumstances,
we could be down to two to three
members to respond to a call.

“We cannot operate with that
number and in a worst-case scenario
we may have to shut down the hall.”

Harrop told the Valley Voice
it’s frustrating to see the shortage
of volunteers, considering the
community has nearly doubled in
size in the decade since he became
the fire chief.

“My frustration is, why do you
move here —for the trees, fresh water,
community living? Well, maybe you
have to step up and help keep it the
way you like it.”

Harrop says since he sent out
his initial plea to the community,
he’s had two people come forward
expressing an interest in joining
the fire department. But when you
consider a full complement is 12-14
firefighters, and that it takes months

or years to properly train up an
emergency responder, the situation
is tight for the community service.

While Harrop thinks it won’t
come to the point where they have
to shut down the fire department
for lack of staff, he can only push
it so far.

“If something happens and
there’s only two or three of us, and
there’s nothing we can do without
jeopardizing ourselves — well, I
won’t let my people be exposed to
danger,” he says. “Then we’ll be
going home.”

He said he hopes it won’t take a
community disaster to spur interest
in being a volunteer firefighter.

Harrop is looking for anyone
over the age of 18, in good health,
who can be available for one hour
of training weekly. Volunteers also
get a $3,000 tax deduction, which
he hopes might attract some new
Tecruits.

Stolen quad found and returned to owner

submitted

A quad that was stolen in the
Burton/Fauquier area has been
recovered, thanks to an anonymous
tip.

Corporal Tom Gill of the Nakusp
RCMP detachment reports that they
received information on the location
of the quad from a citizen on April
15. An officer attended the area a
short time later and found the quad.

On the morning of April 15,2023
Nakusp RCMPreceived information

on the location of the quad from
a citizen of the valley wishing to
remain anonymous. A member
attended the area a short time later
to find the stolen quad reported on
Mar 16 and was able to return it to
the owner that day.

“The owner was extremely
appreciative, as the quad is used
for his business,” Gill said. “This is
another great example of what can
be accomplished with the support
of the community and the efforts

of its citizens on making the area a
better place.”

The quad was reported stolen on
March 16. Equipped with a winter
track package, the quad would
have cost about $10,000 to replace,
according to the owner. Gill said
numerous patrols were made to
locate the quad over the next few
days without success.

Gill encourages all citizens
to report suspicious and unusual
activity to the RCMP.

another month.

Staff requested the bylaw be
tabled before the meeting began.
CAO Wayne Robinson said they
found a technical problem with
the amount of insurance they were
requiring of users to use the public
space.

“We have better language that
will help ensure that we are not
asking for more coverage than is
required,” he told the Valley Voice.

Reconciliation talks

Councillors held a special
discussion about applying for a grant
to begin building relationships with
regional First Nations governments.

The Union of BC Municipalities
is providing a series of $10,000 grants
to communities to facilitate meetings
between the province’s First Nations
and local communities. The goal
of the Regional Community-to-
Community program is to increase
understanding and improved overall
relations between First Nations and
local governments.

“The Village of Nakusp has not
engaged in C2Cs for some time and
with the adoption of UNDRIP by
the Province, engagement with First
Nations that hold claim in the area
that includes Nakusp is past due,”
noted a report from staff.

Staff made an initial suggestion
that the Village apply to hold talks
with either the Ktunaxa of the
Cranbrook area or the Splats’in First
Nation of Enderby, “in order to get
the discussion going.”

Although staff pointed out the
situation is more complex than that.

“The Province identifies 11 First
Nations with claim over this area;
some are as far away as Merritt
and Penticton,” noted the staff
report. “Complicating this process
is the absence of the Sinixt on the
Province’s list, as they are located
in the US.”

The Village has been told to hold
off contacting the Sinixt until their
relationship with the federal and
provincial governments is worked
out. And staff also noted that the
grant was not a one-time event, and
they could have several opportunities
in the coming years to meet with any
First Nations with an interest in the
area. There are at least two upcoming
grant intakes this year, staff said.

Councillors said they were
“really excited” by the prospect of
building relations with First Nations,
but didn’t direct staff to take any
specific actions to move the file
forward at this time.

Land for housing

The problem of housing in
the village came up several times
during the council meeting — it’s an
issue that reaches into everything
from economic development to
healthcare to social well-being. Now
the Village will send a letter to the
Province letting them know what
land might be available for housing
development.

It’s the result of a letter received
from the Ministry of Housing.

“The provincial government is
currently undertaking an inventory
of provincial lands that could

potentially be used for the creation
of affordable housing of all sorts:
co-ops, non-profits, affordable home
ownership and other opportunities to
get more people into housing they
can afford,” a letter received by
council states.

So the ministry is inviting
“willing local governments” to
provide a list of municipally owned
land that could potentially be used
for housing.

The letter also exhorts council
to look a decade into the future
for its needs and development
opportunities.

“The purpose at this point is to
get a sense of public land available
for housing and understand which
municipalities might be interested
down the road in partnerships
to create more housing in their
communities,” the letter notes.

Council agreed it was a good
initiative and directed staff to draw
up a letter outlining available Village
lands.

Supporting NADB

The Village will write a letter in
support of a grant application for the
community’s economic development
agency.

The Nakusp and Area
Development Board is applying
for a two-year, $75.000 grant from
the Economic Trust of the Southern
Interior-BC. The money would be
used to address the community’s
ongoing housing issues and increase
capacity to deal with the impacts of
changes in the forest industry.

“This funding will allow
NADB to 1) hire and mentor a
junior professional who could
help deliver advisory service
and write grant proposals, and 2)
develop a Community Economic
Diversification Plan for Nakusp and
Arrow Lakes area, with a key focus
on preparing a workforce housing
plan,” says a letter from the NADB.

Council approved writing a
letter of support for the application.
Councillor McClaren-Caux, who is
the NADB’s economic development
co-ordinator, excused himself from
the debate and did not vote on the
matter.

SPRING IS HERE!
NOW IS THE TIME TO SPAY AND
NEUTER YOUR PETS. PALS REMINDS
YOU THAT WE HAVE ONGOING
ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE STRUGGLING
FINANCIALLY WITH THE COSTS OF
RESPONSIBLE PET CARE. For more
information call PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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Kaslo council, April 12: Village plays ball with softball association

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

To paraphrase the Rolling Stones,
the Kaslo’s Softball Association didn’t
get what it wants from council, but it
did get what it needs.

The association came to council
last month, hoping to get included
in the Village’s municipal insurance
plan, which would result in significant
savings. It also wanted to draw up a
Service Agreement with the Village,
saving it money in facility rentals,
and to be allowed to put up signage at
the ball diamond to raise sponsorship
money for the sport.

Council denied the first request,
noting the association didn’t meet the
requirements to be included under the
taxpayer-funded insurance program.
However, council did decide to give
the group $1,000 in a special recreation
grant to help it cover its insurance
COSts.

And while the second request
was granted — Village staff will meet
with the ball players to draw up a
service agreement — the request to
allow advertising at the diamonds
was denied. However, council
again directed staff to meet with the
association to see if they can work
out some sort of temporary solution
that will allow the club to raise some
funds through advertising.

Waste collector in hotseat

The local manager of the company
that picks up the Village’s garbage
says the company is working to fix
problems with the service.

“We had a very tough winter, not
only in Kaslo but in the whole service
area,” said Cynthia Howard, who
manages Green For Life’s operations
in the Kootenay-Boundary. She said
there were a number of issues that led
to the company missing or delaying a
few pickup days in the village over the
winter. “We’ve been up against some
big changes in the company in terms of

Since 1986
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personnel... a very heavy snow winter,
people on our driving team who were
first-year drivers... so lots of things
like that going on.”

Since then, she said, the company
has hired new personnel, has done more
training of staff, and are upgrading
their trucks and equipment. They also
hope to hire a local manager to deal
with operations in the Kaslo area.

“So we’re in the process of
creating a more sound team,” she said.

Howard came to council as it
was about to deliberate renewing the
company’s contract with the Village.

Council must have been convinced
by Howard’s presentation: at an in-
camera portion later in the meeting,
council agreed to renew the GFL
contract.

Riverbank repair

You could hear the satisfaction
in Chief Administrative Officer Ian
Dunlop’s voice as he described the
completion of the latest phase of work
on the Kaslo River Dike project.

The project, to repair and restore
the river’s banks as it flows through
the village, has taken years to plan,
find financing, and to arrange final
environmental permits.

Work started last fall, taking
advantage of lower water levels — and
as waters rise this spring, the quality
of the work will be tested.

“Overall, this has been a really
great project,” Dunlop told council.
“...everything seems to be in order, we
just have to see how things go in the
coming months for the first freshet.”

Dunlop says work will pick
up again in the fall, as the Village
has received extensions to its
environmental permits and grant
conditions to continue work.

Water and sewer parcel tax
hikes

Property owners in Kaslo will be
paying more for their water and sewer
services this year. Council gave first
and second readings to new bylaws for

the parcel tax for both utilities.

The parcel tax is based on how
many feet of frontage a property has.
For the last year or two, both the
water and sewer parcel rate has been
$1.10 /foot. That’s going up for both
to $1.32/foot.

That will mean about $63,000
for the Village’s water reserve, and
$16.,800 for the sewer reserve.

The parcel taxes are used to build
up reserves to pay for repairs and
upgrades to both systems in the future.
Using reserves is important to keep tax
rates from having to fluctuate wildly
from year to year to pay for expensive
infrastructure projects on the fly.

The increase to the parcel taxes
was expected to be given third reading
at council’s April 25 meeting, with
final adoption in May.
Development delayed

The owners of an odd-shaped lot
off ‘C’ Avenue have asked council
to delay ruling on their development
application for another month.

The quarter-acre property is on
a steep slope with limited room
for a home and septic system. Any
development that would occur would
need a major variance to Village
bylaws, reducing the setback from
the road from seven metres to just
one. A geotechnical report also called
the property “problematic,” and
strongly recommended a thorough
study be done before approving the
development.

Last month, two neighbouring
land owners told council they opposed
the subdivision that would allow
the property to be developed, citing
concerns about slope stability and the
loss of privacy, among other issues.

Since the last council meeting,
several more letters opposed to the
subdivision were received by the
Village.

The property owners asked council
to table their request for another
month, to allow them time to address

the issues surrounding their plans.
May Days preparation

May Days will be going ahead
May 20-22 after council approved
a slate of requests for the event.
The Chamber of Commerce, which
organizes the celebration, made its
usual requests for use of Village
facilities like Vimy Park, the ball
diamond, Logger Sports grounds and
Front Street Park. The Village will
also help put up banners for the event,
provide garbage and recycling bins,
and allow for the closure of several
streets in town for the weekend. A
one-time grant-in-aid for this year
only was approved to cover the
Community Event Business Licence
fees for vendors.

They also approved the Logger
Sports Association’s request for
support for its application for a beer
garden licence that weekend.
Banner day for art

The village’s downtown will once
again have an artsy flourish with the
installation of art banners on the main
street’s light poles.

Since 2004, the North Kootenay
Lake Arts & Heritage Council has been
involved in community beautification
efforts, working with local artists to
create decorative banners that hang
from Front Street light poles between
3rd and 5th Streets.

The Arts and Heritage Council
has been dormant and that project on
hiatus for several years, but the group
has now reformed and is looking to
resume the project, council was told.

The Village crew will install the
banners this spring and remove them
in the fall.

Dog and pony

The Village approved a request
from the Riding Club to allow it to
hold dog-training classes on the horse
grounds. The group’s lease with the
Village says the property can only
be used for equestrian events, so the
application had to be made to council

to allow the new activity.
Kemball renovations

The Village is in a situation with
one of its properties that will be
familiar to any homeowner: there
are more repairs to do than they have
money for.

That’s the case for the Kemball
Memorial Centre, an historic building
in the community that is definitely
showing its age.

The 110-year-old building has
found new life as a business and
technology centre, but needs serious
work done in terms of the electrical
service, heating, air conditioning,
sprinkler systems, radon detection,
and other issues.

The Village has received grants
to do the renovation work, but as
costs rise, council wants to have
an engineering report done to help
prioritize the work.

“The cost of that building keeps
going up and up, and we have a set
amount of money, so this will help
us determine how to best spend that
money,” said Chief Administration
Officer Ian Dunlop.

The Village will give Kelowna-
based consultants Smith and Andersen
$12,500 to determine what work needs
to be done — though their report will
not include detailed designs or cost
estimates. The money will come from
a$40,000 pot set aside for engineering
services for the project.

The Village received a Community
Economic Recovery Infrastructure
Program (CERIP) grant of $979,173
from the Province for building
renovations, and $100,000 “Basin
Charge Up” grant from Columbia
Basin Trust for energy efficiency
upgrades.

The Village itself will likely be
committing at least $120,827 towards
the project — subject to budget approval
— with some of that coming from
the Province’s recently announced
Growing Communities Fund.

Calderon trial delayed as accused unable to pay ticket to get to court

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A provincial court judge
reluctantly granted a Kaslo-area
man a delay in his assault trial, after
the accused said he couldn’t afford
the bus fare to get to court.

The lawyer for Alejandro
Calderon was granted an adjournment
to a later date after he said his client,
who is at a residential treatment
centre in the Lower Mainland, didn’t
have the money to buy a bus ticket to
Nelson for his trial.

“l am sympathetic to Mr.
Calderon. I am glad he is doing
well, but it is a bit of a mockery of
the court system where he is not here
for the continuation of his trial,”
said Provincial Court Judge Phillip
Seagram in granting the delay.

It pays to advertise in
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

Calderon was charged in
February 2022 after a woman
complained to police that he had
physically assaulted her on the streets
of Kaslo. He pled not guilty. His trial
began in January, when the Crown
presented its case. (See ‘Crown
presents case in Kaslo assault trial,’
Valley Voice, January 12,2023.)

The defence was expected to be
ready to give its side of the story at
the trial’s continuation last week.

But at the April 14 hearing,
defence lawyer Don White told
Judge Seagram his client was unable
to pay the $169 bus fare from the
Lower Mainland to Nelson to attend
trial. Calderon is on social assistance,
and the bulk of his cheque goes to
the cost of his residential treatment.

Not only can he not afford the
ticket, White said, but the bus line
only runs twice a week, meaning
Calderon also has to pay for
accommodations while in Nelson.

“He is not trying to avoid the
continuation of his trial,” White said.
“...Itis a simple matter of finances.”

The lawyer said he was in

communication with Calderon, who
was showing success in his 90-day
treatment program.

“I received a progress letter
March 20, and he has been doing
extremely well,” said White. “It is
one of the most positive letters I've
seen of someone’s progress while
doing treatment.”

White said once Calderon’s
treatment program is concluded,
he will have more money to pay
for the trip to Nelson. (Details of
Calderon’s bail conditions are under
a publication ban.)

Crown opposed

The Crown however, opposed
the application, saying Calderon has
known of this continuation date since
early January.

“It is a really unfortunate time
to make this request,” said Keven
Schechter. “...He would lose his
bed, which would not be an ideal
situation... but it is Calderon’s
responsibility to come to court.”

Judge Seagram said he was
balancing the need for the man to

complete his treatment and the delay
to the proceedings.

“I’'m tempted to issue a warrant.
Then he will get arrested and taken
into custody, and then he can get a
ride with the sheriff,” said Seagram.
“But I’'m not inclined to do that, as
much as it is tempting.”

Seagram ordered the two sides to
work with schedulers to find a new
court date that will work for Calderon
after his treatment is complete. But
the ruling came with a warning.

“I will not be so inclined on the
next occasion,” he said.

The parties are to appear in
court April 25 to confirm a date for
continuation of the trial.

Calderon has a second case
before the Nelson court. While on
bail on the assault charge, he was
charged with mischief, break and
enter and arson in December 2022,
after a man broke the Kaslo Home
Hardware’s front door glass with an
axe, stuffed a fuel can into the store
and lit it on fire. The fire was put out
by passersby.

That trial has yet to begin.
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Wide Spot:

Bull’s-eye
by Therese DesCamp

I recently participated
in a difficult conversation. The
conversation was difficult primarily
because I responded badly to a
remark made by the other person.
The person in question is the one
with whom I cohabit; it is not the
first time I have reacted poorly to an
insignificant remark. Regrettably, it
is also probably not the last time that
I will react this way.

That off-hand remark landed
directly in a place where I am
inordinately sensitive.

Here’s how it worked. As soon
as the words were uttered, I felt as
if I had been accused of a particular
bad behaviour. I took offense,
instantaneously, and I came back
with a defensive reaction. I got all
up in his face, so to speak. In no time
at all, a tiny aside became a heated

argument.

A glance at the family dog finally
stopped me — when Dolly’s eyes get
wide and her ears start to flatten, it’s
bad. So I shut up, walked into my
office, came out a minute later to
apologize. Which I did. However,
I went on to say, “But when you
said...”

It took three tries to actually
apologize without justifying my
behaviour. Why? It’s all about the
wound.

A wise woman said that you have
to be careful not to keep guiding new
arrows into old wounds. No matter
where those arrows were intended
to land, you can guarantee a bull’s-
eye of suffering for yourself if you
work at it.

We’ve all got those wounds:
memories of being shamed for being
too loud, too quiet, too stupid, too
smart-mouthed; social judgments
we’ve taken to heart about our
weight, our bank balance, our looks.
Sometimes there’s someone to

blame. Here, I remember without
fondness the teacher who made me
kneel in the hall and apologize for
joking with an adult. Sometimes it’s
just the milieu of western culture,
playing its relentless tune about what
we should want and have and be.

Things great and small can set off
that reactive defensiveness in all of
us. Somebody doesn’t answer your
email? Maybe they’re not shunning
you just like high school, just simply
busy. Somebody disagrees with
your great idea? Maybe it’s a simple
difference of opinion, not a putdown
“exactly like my ex.” Someone
doesn’t return your hello at the post
office? Could be they’re having a bad
day, or just distracted.

We can’t help the fact that we
have old and painful wounds. But
as a grown-up, I need to stop using
those wounds as the lens through
which Iinterpret life. Everything that
hurts isn’t necessarily intentional.
Being so sensitive that I anticipate
bad treatment at every turn is the

Lemon Creek Tributaries to see Streambank restoration

by Jan McMurray

A CBT Ecosystem Enhancement
Project has been approved to address
low-slope tributaries within the Lemon
Creek watershed that have been
impacted by increased sedimentation
as a result of the 2021 Trozzo Creek
Fire and extensive logging in the area.
This Lemon Creek restoration will
focus on revegetation and will get
underway this spring.

The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society (SLSS) is sponsoring the
project, partnering with the Okanagan
Nation Alliance (ONA) and the
Slocan River Streamkeepers.

“This is a three-year project, and
year one will be detailed planning
and permitting,” explained SLSS
President Wendy King. “The project
will consist largely of revegetating
sections of several of Lemon Creek’s
low-slope tributary streams.”

She said as soon as the freshet is
over, a small team will begin doing
the field work necessary for the
development of a detailed restoration
plan. The field work will include
species at risk, biodiversity and
hydrology studies. “In this first year,
we’ll also do test plots to validate our
planting plan,” she added.

The ONA and possibly other
Indigenous groups will be engaged in
determining plantings and providing
on-the-ground resources for the
restoration work. Collaborating
with ONA on this project provides
an opportunity to incorporate
Traditional Ecological Knowledge
(TEK) regarding species and consider
traditional methods of propagation
going forward. “Integrating TEK
works best on a case-by-case basis,”
said King, “so we’re really looking
forward to having that input and
applying that knowledge.”

King says in choosing the
plantings (shrubs and trees), the team
will take into account climate change
and food sources for wildlife. “In the
end, it will be a plan tailored to the
environment of these tributaries — we
will plant what will thrive and do
best there.”

There are 42 known species at

risk in the Slocan River watershed,
including bull trout. Bull trout is a
blue-listed species with spawning
habitats in the project area on Lemon
Creek. Some of the other species at
risk in the Lemon Creek subbasin
include western toad, western screech
owl, barn swallow, wolverine,
mountain goat, mountain caribou,
grizzly bear, whitebark pine and
painted turtle.

Recent wildfire activity results
in increased erosion, impacting
streambank stability, and leading to
increased sedimentation in the network
of waterways. This can increase
the risk of flooding and potentially
reduce water quality in downstream
communities. The Lemon Creek
Streambank enhancement project
is one of a series of projects for the
Slocan Valley as part of the Kootenay
Connect initiative administered by
the Kootenay Conservation Program.
Kootenay Connect’s mandate
“envisions a regional network of a

dozen ecological corridors linking
important habitats, biodiversity
hotspots, protected areas, and
climate refugia across the Kootenay
region.” For the first four years of
the Kootenay Connect initiative
(2019-2023), the focus was on four
focal areas for connectivity. One of
these was the Bonanza Biodiversity
Corridor, with multiple projects led by
SLSS. Federal funding from Canada’s
Nature Fund for Kootenay Connect
has been extended for another three
years to 2026, and will be used to
support restoration in the Slocan
River Valley, Duncan-Lardeau area
on Kootenay Lake and the Columbia
Lake corridor in the Columbia Valley.

In addition to Kootenay Connect
funding, the Lemon Creek project
is being provided $120,000 from
Columbia Basin Trust’s Ecosystem
Enhancement Program. This
restoration project is not related to
nor a response to the Lemon Creek
fuel spill of 2013.

aim it straight to my heart. But part
of changing my reactiveness is to
recognize what I'm doing, and clean
up the mess, and forgive myself for
being so damned sensitive.

equivalent of planting landmines for
others to trip over.

I don’t expect to be perfect any
time soon. There will be more days
in my life when I grab that arrow and

FULLY ALIVE!

Turner-Zion United Church of
Canada welcomes you on-line and
in person.

ONLINE:

Bi-weekly services
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Book Study, alternate Sundays

IN PERSON:

Contemplative in the Kootenays
April 22,10 am -3 pm, Knox Hall, New Denver

For links and more information, contact
widespottz@netidea.com

BC Timber Sales 2023 Public
Referral
Kootenay Lake Operating Areas

The public is invited to review and comment on
the 2023 Referral prepared by the BC Timber
Sales Planning Forester under its approved
Forest Stewardship Plan. The question and
comment period will be open until May 10st,
2023.

The 2023 Referral includes forest development
in the following areas:

Hawkins Creek
Kaslo River
Meadow Creek
Lake Creek

Maps and more information can be viewed
online at:

https://bit.ly/BCTS_KL_2023

The blocks and roads are in early planning
stages. At this time, they demonstrate interest
and are subject to changes as more information
is gathered.

Comments must be submitted
by mail or email:

BCTS Planning Forester, BC Timber Sales,
Nelson Office, 1907 Ridgewood Road,
Nelson, BC, VIL 6K1
Email: anna.tobiasz@gov.bc.ca
Ph. 250-825-1100, Fax 250-825-3411
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green
Burial Society seeks lifetime members
to support New Denver’s new Green
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to
slgreenburialsociety @gmail.com with
contact info, or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.

ANNOUNCING THE 2023 AGM for
RARTS, parent society of the VALLICAN
WHOLE COMMUNITY CENTRE.
Monday, May 8, 2023, 6:30 pm at the
Vallican Whole, 3762 Little Slocan S. Rd.
Contribute meaningfully to the Whole
Community! Join the RARTS board today!
Looking for 3-4 new board members to help
run our 52-year-old community centre. For
more info, or to become a member before
the AGM, email info@vallicanwhole.com
INTERESTED IN SHARING cost of
commissioning/decommissioning platform to
hold and drop a lock-block anchor for a buoy
or dock in Slocan Lake, this spring. If you're
interested to share cost, call or text 250-231-6436.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave * New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery avalable in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

New Spring Hours:

Tuesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

SHAKESPEARE BY THE SHORE
in the Kohan Garden, June 27-29. Free
Shakespeare Performance workshop 10-4
pm,May 6. Auditions: 10 am-3 pm, May 7.
Volunteer meeting May 7, 3-4 pm. Contact
to sign up: vcampbel@ucalgary.ca

2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4-door
long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $9,500. Call
250-354-8340.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud owner
of the Valley Voice and a quaint building on
the main street of New Denver. The paper is
well loved and respected, still going strong
after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. We
would stay as long or as little as you need
us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New Denver:
Please join us for a time of Celebration,

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A E N Y)

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A ENCY)

AGRICULTURE

Your ad
could be
here for

only $20.00
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice With a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

encouragement, coffee at tea, at Gospel Light
Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 am! jeffzak799@
gmail.com, 1- 250-352-5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan: Please
join us every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at
St Mary’s Church, Slocan. Give yourself
an hour each week for peace and reflection.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - NEW FORMAT
- will be on June 10 and September 9 from
7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New Denver.
Ages 13 and up are welcome. Admission is
by donation. Bring a water bottle.
iDIDaRide & RUN Mountain Bike and
Trail Running Event: Sunday, July 2, Kaslo
BC. Visit www.ididardie-kaslo.ca for info
and registration.

SPRING AGM for Slocan Lake Boating
Association, April 29,2023 at Boson Hall at
10 am. All members are encouraged to attend.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold
St., Slocan on May 6 starting at 6:30 pm
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets must
be reserved by emailing 276sv1@gmail com
or by phoning 250-355-2672 or buying at the
Legion Sunday evening Music Jams or Friday
Dance Nights. BC Gaming rules will apply.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Annual General Meeting - Wednesday,
April 26,2023 at 7 pm. To be held live and
in person at the library! 710 Harold Street,
Slocan, BC.

INVITING SENIORS to Slocan Park
Community Hall, 3036 Hwy 6 for SENIORS
COFFEE TUESDAY, 10 am-Noon: APRIL
4,18, 25 and MAY 2, 9. Info: bfritz03@
hotmail.com

YARD & YARDAGE at the Slocan Valley
Threads Guild, Sunday, April 30, 10 am
to 2 pm. Sale of plants, food, fabric, yarn,
notions, craft books, equipment and a show
of members’ work. Highway 6 at Perry’s
Backroad, 5 minutes north of Winlaw. For
information call 250-355-2459.
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢+ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records * New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley

Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca
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Group Society AGM - May 8,2023. Contact
Barb at 250-358-2666.

THE NEW DENVER AND AREA
Community Hamper Society will hold their
AGM on May 8 at 2 pm in the food bank.
Everyone welcome.

BOOGIE with THE ORGANIC
HUMANS! LIVE at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre, Friday April 28.
Doors at 7 pm. Tickets $20 at the door,
cash bar. High-energy feel-good band for
all ages, playing rock, blues, R&B. info@
vallicanwhole.com for more details.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
AGM: May 7, 2 pm at the Slocan Lake
Arts Centre, or Zoom. All members are
invited to join and VOTE! Membership
registration/renewal can be completed on
our website slocanlakeartscouncil.ca or in
person directly before the meeting.
PICNIC! WORK PARTY! BONFIRE!
Slocan Lake Green Burial Ground (above
and beside the New Denver Cemetery ~
watch for signs). Sunday, April 30, 11 am
to 3 pm. Come and help ~ we are so close
to being a real thing! Bring tools. Info:
slgreenburialsociety @ gmail.com

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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COMING EVENTS

VALHALLA WILDERNESS
PROGRAM BOTTLE DRIVE: Sunday,
May 7,9 am-12 noon. Pickup from Slocan
Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for large
pickups, 250-355-2212. Thank you for
your support.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HAY FOR SALE - Small bales. Barn
clear-out. Last year’s crop $8/bale. Call
250-265-3265, Nakusp.

CAREGIVER WANTED - Part time,
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton.

HAIR

AVA'S
Rair Studio
Tuesday ™= Friday

- By Appointment —

58-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

I CLASSIFIED ADS I, 17

250-358-2756.

PROPERTY MANAGER WANTED for
The Osprey Residence, the new affordable
housing complex in New Denver. The
part-time Property Manager works closely
with the New Denver and Area Housing
Society Board and is responsible for
managing all aspects of The Osprey
residence. The Osprey has 10 units for
seniors and families, and is expected to
open this fall. For the job description,
please email ndhousingsociety @gmail.
com. Email resume and cover letter to
ndhousingsociety @gmail.com by April
28 at4 pm.

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES is
seeking a SEASONAL (May - end of Oct)
FULL-TIME YARD WORKER/LOADER.
If you are self-motivated and physically fit,
this could be the job for you. Construction
experience and/or fork-lift experience
would be strong assets. We offer a safe
and inclusive workplace and a competitive
wage, commensurate with experience.
Bring your resumé and meet the SBS
crew, or send your resumé in confidence to
clarence@silvertonbuilding.ca

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Weliness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide dignity, respect, support
atend of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can
help. For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216;
Kaslo,250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver,
250-551-4043. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

RENTAL WANTED
IT’S GETTING LATE in the winter, which

means that Mark Jeffreys and daughter
Sequoia (now 12) are once again hoping
to find a Slocan rental for the summer. As
always, the ideal dates are from early May
to the end of August, but we can be flexible.
We just want to be back. Email us please at
markjeffreys@yahoo.com or phone/text at
(801) 910-1532. And thank you!
SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail .com.

SATELLITE/ TV/ NET/ WIFI - installation &
repair: Xplore, Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial
TV - audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater
networks - James 250-505-8392 TJF Works.
INCOME TAX FILING SERVICES IN
KASLO: From $80 (single), $145 (couple).
Drop-in to Crow’s Key Bookkeeping & Tax.
Monday-Friday, 10 am-4 pm, #107 Kemball
Memorial Centre (main floor). 250-896-2433,
brett@crowskey.com www.crowskey.com

TUES

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

Sales and
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700
for details

Business Classifieds

start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Website: www.NKBS.ca

Phone: (250)300-7923

423 Front Strest, Kaslo BC

203 Broadway
265-3252
nakuspglass.ca

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
April 28,
2023

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly hook study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Shade Tree
Massage

Now welcoming new and
returning clients for therapeutic
and relaxation treatments. Clean,
quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT
250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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From the Hill:
Trail Battery
Hub

by MP Richard Cannings, South
Okanagan-West Kootenay

Most people in the southern
interior of BC know there’s a big
smelter in Trail — one of the biggest
in the world — but fewer are aware
of the metal-based network of other
companies in Trail that add to the
economic impact of the smelter.
Two of those companies have battery
recycling operations that are among
the biggest on the continent, making
Trail one of the most important
recycling hubs in North America.

Metal Tech Alley is a business
accelerator in Trail dedicated to
supporting companies that build
the circular economy in the West
Kootenay. A couple of weeks ago,
they toured me through the three
facilities mentioned above — the
Teck smelter, KC Recycling’s lead-
acid battery recycling plant and
Cirba Solutions (Retriev) recycling
operation that deals with all other
types of batteries. The smelter
is impressive —a vast industrial
complex employing hundreds of
people, bringing ore in from all
over the world and producing huge
amounts of zinc, lead, silver, and
other metals. It has been a mainstay
of the Kootenay economy for more
than a century, taking advantage of
the local supply of clean hydro power
to keep going long after the local
mines ran out.

The real eye-opener for me,
though, were the two recycling plants

Ivisited. KC Recycling is the largest
lead battery recycler in the Pacific
Northwest. I didn’t realize how
recyclable ordinary car batteries are,
but when you buy a new one, your
old battery is packed up and sent to
arecycling facility. And chances are
if you live somewhere in BC that
battery will end up at KC Recycling.
All of the lead that makes up the bulk
of the battery and the lead sulphate
from the spent cells are separated
and sent to the Teck refinery for
processing back to pure lead, which
is then shipped back to battery
manufacturers. The same goes for the
plastic battery cases, which is turned
into plastic pellets and shipped to the
same manufacturers.

Lead-acid batteries are
considered hazardous waste within
Canada and are shipped under strict
reporting protocols that track each
battery. Some of the batteries that
don’t go to KC Recycling end up
being exported to Asia as automotive
scrap, however, and can end up in
recycling facilities that lack any
amount of environmental protection.
It’s time we kept our hazardous waste
at home in Canada to make sure it is
recycled safely as it is done in Trail.

The story at Cirba Solutions
is another remarkable tale of
success. Formerly known as Retriev
Technologies, Cirba is one of the
leading battery recyclers in North
America, specializing in lithium
batteries that have become so
prevalent and critical to the success
of modern technical devices and
electric vehicles. Like the story
of where your car batteries go —
if you’ve ever dropped smaller

batteries off at your recycling centre
for disposal, they end up in Trail at
Cirba Solutions.

If you’ve ever been told that
new batteries can’t be recycled,
don’t believe it. Cirba can recycle
any battery out there, producing
lithium salts, cobalt cake and other
valuable products for reuse. Cirba
also handles large lithium-primary
batteries from industrial and military
applications. These require extra care
as the pure lithium is highly reactive.
The Trail facility is the only one in

North America that can deal with
these batteries.

The lithium-ion batteries that
power electric vehicles are fully
recyclable as well but present a bit
of a challenge to recyclers as they
are large, difficult to open up, and
every car model has a different
shaped battery to fit with the vehicle
design. The volume of these batteries
coming in for recycling is expected to
rise as more electric vehicles hit the
road, but there will be a 10-year or
more delay as the life span of these

batteries seems to be longer than
previously estimated.

The combination of the big Teck
smelter and continental leaders in
battery recycling technology makes
Trail an ideal site for further growth
as a battery hub for Canadian industry
and I’ve begun conversations with
the federal government about the
investments needed to accomplish
just that. It would be yet another good
news story that combines a circular
economy of recycling with the high-
tech materials the world needs.

Shakespeare by the Shore comes to the Kohan Garden

submitted

Dust off those Shakespeare
plays and warm up your iambic
pentameter!

There is an exciting theatre
venture underway in the New Denver
area community this spring.

Spearheaded by Val Campbell
and Susie O’Donnell, the project will
culminate in an outdoor Shakespeare
performance running for three
evenings, June 27-29, in the Kohan
Garden.

The initiative has been
generously supported by the Slocan
Lake Garden Society, the Slocan
Lake Arts Council, and the Valley
Gems Community Theatre Troupe.

To spark interest and inspire
participation, there will be a
full-day workshop, ‘Performing
Shakespeare,’ offered free of charge
to the community on Saturday, May
6 from 10 am to 4 pm. The following
day, Sunday, May 7, group and
individual auditions will be held for

Free transit for Earth Day

submitted

BC Transit and its local government
partners are happy to announce free
transit in recognition of Earth Day on
April 22,2023.

Earth Day highlights the importance
of sustainability and encourages people
to make choices that reduce greenhouse
gases (GHGs) and help protect our
environment. Taking public transit is
one way to make a difference, and the
following transit systems are providing
free transit for both fixed-route and

HandyDART services: West Kootenay
Transit System, South Okanagan-
Similkameen Transit System, Victoria
Regional Transit System, Whistler
Transit System.

BC Transit is committed to making
a positive impact on the environment.
The Low Carbon Fleet Program is
underway, with the goal to have a fully
electric fleet by 2040. The program
supports provincial targets for GHG
emissions and aligns with CleanBC.
The current province-wide fleet has

those who would like to perform. For
community members interested in
supporting the production behind the
scenes, there will also be a volunteer
meeting to discuss participation
options. Watch for updates and
details about these three events on the
New Denver Community Facebook
page and posters around town.

For all questions and to sign
up for the workshop and auditions,
contact Val Campbell at vcampbel @
ucalgary.ca

more than 280 Compressed Natural Gas
buses and the first battery electric buses
will be entering service in Victoria
later this year. BC Transit would
like to thank the Regional District
of Kootenay Boundary, Regional
District of Central Kootenay, City of
Nelson, Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen, District of Summerland,
City of Penticton, Resort Municipality
of Whistler and the Victoria Regional
Transit Commission for their support
of free transit on Earth Day.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME - GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC ¢ Ph. 250 265-3747 + Fx. 250 265-3431
* Email creshay@telus.net

+ Vacant/Vacation Property Checks
* Tenanted Property Inspections
+ Home Insurance Checks
* Lawncare
* Airbnb Property Management

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Decorative
interior/exterior

Contact: River Bardati
250-354-9535 « rbardati7@gmail.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Tim Reilly
Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VIL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design ¢ Project Management * Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

* Excavation ¢ Ditching
¢ Water Lines ¢ Land Improvement
+ Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: Imavis@telus.net
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Part three of a three-part series
on recycling
by Art Joyce

So far, as is so often the case
in life, this has been a good news/
bad news story. The good news
is that more and more of our
recyclables are finding their way
into materials markets and new
products through innovative
manufacturing techniques. The
bad news is that taxpayers are
still paying for much of this,
despite Recycle BC’s claim that
it is the only such program in
North America “fully financed and
operated by the businesses that
create and use these materials...
rather than by governments or
taxpayers.”

For regional districts and
municipalities, there are financial
incentives for participating in the
program. A fee formula is arrived
at based on a comparison of costs
over a five-year period. “Depot
operators are paid per-tonne
incentives for collected depot
materials, which are set based on
the collection cost studies,” says
Recycle BC’s Ann Danilevich.

Recycle BC has an all-
corporate board as well as an

advisory committee, which
includes a compliance promotion
officer from the Environmental
Protection Branch at Environment
and Climate Change Canada, plus
regional and municipal officials.
This committee oversees ongoing
cost studies used to set payment
rates for collectors of recyclables.
For example, Recycle BC
contracts pay collectors $88 per
tonne of printed paper, corrugated
cardboard and paper packaging
in communities without curbside
pickup, with an added incentive of
$110 per tonne if these materials
are delivered to RBC in bales.
Plastic bags and overwrap pay
collection fees of $1,250 per
tonne, with an additional bonus
of $660 if delivered baled. The
regional district may be charged
a fine for bins that contain a
contamination rate of 3%, as
determined by sporadic Recycle
BC audits of bin contents.

In the RDCK, recycling
is financed by a combination
of Recycle BC payments and
tax dollars. Only 10% of the
required revenue for recycling
costs is covered by Recycle BC.
“The recycling budget is heavily
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subsidized by taxpayers,” says
Amy Wilson, Resource Recovery
Manager at the RDCK.

According to RDCK budget
documents, the district received
$50,510 in payments from Recycle
BC last year. A further $472,077 of
the total $523,998 in revenues
for the recycling service came
from taxation. After expenses,
the program netted a surplus of
$71,690 last year.

Certainly, packaging
producers, wholesalers and
retailers are responsible under
provincial legislation for paying
fees to Recycle BC that will
cover the costs of collection,
transportation and processing
of materials. But this only
represents a fraction of the total
cost of recycling. Wilson says
costs of the regional service that
are picked up by the RDCK
include administration, staffing,
contracted services for collecting
commercial recyclables (Recycle
BC’s program is for residential
recyclables only), hauling from
‘satellite’ depots to ‘core’ depots,
and site maintenance like snow
removal. Further, while Recycle
BC funds mobile equipment

Youth encouraged to attend Jack Talk

submitted

WE Graham Community Service
Society will be hosting a Jack.org
Jack Talk on April 28 at 4 pm at the
Junction Church in South Slocan.
Jack.org is a non-profit youth-led
organization addressing youth mental
health on a national level.

Jack.org encourages community
connection to sustain mental health
and well-being. Our community has
shown their support for this event
with over 20 donations of door prizes
to be won by youth attending this
informative presentation.

WE Graham Community Service

Society and the Slocan Valley Youth
Action Network will be supplying
pizza,and Red Mountain, Whitewater,
Flaca’s Bistro, Mountain Valley
Station, Slocan Village Market,
Rambling Rose, Evergreen Market,
Kootenay Cinema, Valhalla Pure, the
Dam Inn, Kootenay Co-op, Ripping
Giraffe, Valley View Golf Course, the
Shop, Humble Bean Café, Taghum
Shell, Mallard’s, Gericks and other
community stakeholders have shown
their support in gift cards and prizes
to encourage youth to attend, and to
demonstrate their investment in youth
mental health.

“The community support has
been amazing, and we hope that
many youth will attend this fun
event presented by young people
trained and certified to share their
experiences with mental health
challenges, how to be there for
ourselves and how to be there for
others,” says Aimee McKenzie of
WEGCSS.

Doors open at 3:30 pm with
popcorn. Jack Talk will start at 4
pm with pizza to follow. Please
encourage and support youth in the
area to attend this fun, filling, and
informative event.

Nakusp Public Library expands hours and hosts special events in May

submitted

The Nakusp Public Library is
excited to announce we’re expanding
our hours! The library will be open
Tuesday to Saturday from 12 noon
until 5 pm and we’ll be open 12-7 on
the second and fourth Wednesdays
of the month — we’re hoping people
come and play board games as well
as check out books, movies, and
other library materials.

Yes, libraries are much more
than repositories of books these
days. Not only do we loan DVDs and
books on CD, we also have our Rec
& Tech collection, which includes
radon detectors, metal detectors, sun
lamps, hiking poles, waterproof field
guides, backpacks, various musical
instruments, a Bat Pack (ask us!),
and much more!

The staff is here to help with all
kinds of questions, from “How do I
download e-books?” to “Can I print
my return label here?” to “Do you
have books for children about pets?”

The library also holds all kinds of
programs and events, both recurring
and special events. One of the best

ways to stay informed is to sign up
for our monthly email newsletter.
Here are a few May highlights.

Although April is Poetry Month,
we’re such fans of verse, we’re
delighted to be expanding poetry
into May as well. Join us at 7 pm
on Thursday, May 4, when New
Denver-based poet Art Joyce will
be reading from his new book Blue
Communion.

Not only do we love poetry, we
love smelling good! Register to learn
how to make your own deodorant
at our low-waste workshop on
Wednesday, May 17 at 7 pm. There
are only eight places available in
this workshop, so email contact@
nakusplibrary.ca or call 250-265-
3363 soon to register.

On Wednesday, May 24, Ellen
Schwartz will share stories from her
new book, Galena Bay Odyssey:
Reflections of a Hippie Homesteader .
According to its author, the book is
a memoir that answers the question:
‘What’s a nice Jewish girl, raised
in an affluent home in the suburbs
of New York, doing living in the

wilderness of British Columbia?’
Come join us at 7 pm to meet award-
winning author Ellen Schwartz
and reminisce about the *70s in the
Kootenay region.

In addition to these special
events, we also have our regularly
scheduled library events.

You are welcome to join the
Bring Your Own Book Book Club
which meets every second Friday
of the month at 10 am. Hear about
what other people are reading and
let other people know what you’ve
been reading lately in this unique
book club.

Every third Thursday of the
month, the library hosts Nakusp
Hospice’s Death Café, where people
meet to discuss not only death but
issues around loss, grief, and more.

If you’d like to join the Nakusp
Library Reading and Discussion
group, reading and discussing books
by Indigenous authors, please contact
the library for the next meeting time.

And, if you’ve got a great idea for
a workshop that you’d like to attend
or to present, we’d love to hear it!

I 15
Recycling in the RDCK: What does it cost?

(roll-off bins, super sacs), the
RDCK covers the costs of
stationary equipment (sea cans
and buildings).

“It’s getting increasingly
complex and expensive,” says
Uli Wolf of the RDCK.

In its 2021 audit of Recycle
BC, accounting firm BDO notes

a 2021 net revenue of $133.5
million, and expenses of $101.9
million, for a profit of $31.5
million. According to Danilevich,
because Recycle BC is a not-
for-profit organization, “any
revenue from the sale of recycled
commodities is used to offset the
total cost to run the program.”
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Milestone $155 million investment approved for FortisBC's energy efficiency programs

submitted

FortisBC received approval
from the British Columbia Utilities
Commission to invest more than $155
million into conservation and energy-
efficiency programs in 2023, marking
the highest annual investment by the
energy utility to date.

In addition to directly supporting
its customers in making energy
efficiency upgrades, the funding will
allow increased investment in the
next generation of high efficiency
technologies and programs such as
dual-fuel hybrid systems, gas heat
pumps and deep energy retrofits.
This unprecedented support for
energy-efficiency and conservation
in British Columbia will help reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
lessen the need for new energy
infrastructure and support the
province in meeting its climate
action goals.

Approximately $14.5 million in
funding targets electric efficiency
programs for FortisBC’s electric
customers in the southern interior
of BC. This is expected to support
annual energy savings of more than
27 gigawatt hours, the equivalent
annual electricity use of more than
2,300 homes per year. Reducing
electricity use is critical to supporting
climate action because it lessens the
amount of new electric infrastructure
and generation needed to keep up
with expected increases in demand
due to population growth and

electrifying more of the province’s
economy. It can also reduce upward
pressure on rates and the need to
purchase electricity generated from
unknown or non-renewable sources.
Over the next five years, FortisBC
plans to invest more than $82 million
in electric efficiency programs and
expects to achieve collective energy

savings of close to 140 gigawatt
hours, the electricity-use equivalent
of more than 10,000 homes per year.’

The majority of the funds, $141
million, are earmarked to support
gas efficiency programs and are
expected to result in the annual
energy reductions of more than 1.6
million gigajoules (the equivalent

annual energy use of 33,000 gasoline-
powered cars per year).

The combined investment in both
natural gas and electricity exceeds the
$118 million invested in 2022 and
means more funding will go to testing
innovative technologies to help
inform the next generation of energy
efficiency programs. This includes

residential and commercial gas heat
pumps as well as deep energy retrofits
—amore holistic way of dramatically
reducing emissions by addressing
the building as a complete system.
More funding will also be available
to advance energy efficiency with
Indigenous communities and support
customers on fixed incomes.

Neighbours United Celebrates Earth Week, opens Castlegar office

submitted

Neighbours United, formerly
known as the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, has a new office, located
in Castlegar at 1104 Third Street.

“I’'m very excited to be reopening a
physical space that can be a community
hub,” says Montana Burgess,

Neighbours United’s Executive
Director. “This accessible and inclusive
storefront location is meant to support
volunteers and staff to work together
safely and collaboratively.”

Josh Drozda, Neighbours United’s
Deputy Executive Director says, “being
in the heart of the West Kootenays

provides us new opportunities. It will
make running one of our core programs,
Farms to Friends, which delivers
fresh, healthy and local produce to
those in-need, more efficient for our
operations.”

The Neighbours United team looks
forward to being a part of a renewed

vibrant downtown Castlegar and
working with other local partners in
contributing to a healthy, sustainable
community for generations to come.
Neighbours United previously had
offices in Nelson and Trail before
closing them due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Staff at Neighbours United stand together outside the organization’s new Castlegar office, from left, Josh Drozda, Montana Burgess, Sarashmi Sarker, Natasha Edmunds and Jacob Smith.




