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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A British Columbia Supreme Court 
judge has rejected a logging company’s 
request for a court order allowing 
them to probe into the social media 
activities of members of a Kootenay 
environmental group.

Madam Justice Lindsay Lyster 
released her decision in favour of Last 
Stand West Kootenay (LSWK) last 
week, saying granting the request (for 
a legal instrument called a ‘Norwich 
order’) by Cooper Creek Cedar would 
“not be in the interests of justice” and 
would suppress legitimate, peaceful 
protest.

“In my view, granting a Norwich 
order to require the third parties to 
disclose information about LSWK 
would have a chilling effect on LSWK 
and others engaging in expressive and 
associational activities in support of 
their political and social aims,” Lyster 
wrote in her March 27 judgement.

Cooper Creek Cedar had applied 
for the Norwich order last September, 
saying the online activities of Last Stand 
West Kootenay supporters had done 
financial harm to the company. It has 
faced protests by LSWK for its activities 
in an area called the Argenta Face, at the 
north end of Kootenay Lake. 

The company said the social media 
activities of the protestors – including 
encouraging people to go to a protest 
camp near the logging site, and asking 
for donations to support the cause – 
constituted real harm to the company.

The company said it needed the 

Judge rules in favour of Argenta Face logging protestors
names and contact information of six 
particular protest supporters, including 
their log-in information, when they 
registered their accounts, and the dates 
and times of their last 300 log-ins.
Case not proven

Norwich orders are normally used 
to compel third-party companies – a 
bank, social media site like Facebook 
or domain-registration company – to 
release identifying information to an 
aggrieved party.

But Lyster pointed out such orders are 
usually granted in cases of serious fraud 
or online defamation – when there are real 
issues with anonymous wrongdoers and 
concerns money could be unrecoverable 
without the information. 

She said Cooper Creek Cedar hadn’t 
proved they needed the order to do that.

“I find that the third parties are not 
the only practical source of information,” 
she wrote in her decision. “LSWK had an 
email address; Cooper Creek used that 
email address to send LSWK a copy of 
the injunction. There is no evidence that 
Cooper Creek has sought any information 
directly from LSWK about its posts, or 
who is associated with LSWK.

“Rather than seek information 
directly from LSWK or these individuals, 
or amend its notice of civil claim to 
name the individuals and use the normal 
discovery processes, Cooper Creek has 
resorted to the rare and unusual remedy 
of a Norwich order.”

Lyster doesn’t reject outright Cooper 
Creek Cedar’s claim that some of the 
protestors may have caused the company 
harm, or that there may have been a 

breach of an earlier injunction. But she 
called many of the claims unclear, and 
was “skeptical” the social media posts 
of the named defendants constituted 
wrongdoing. Even if that was the case, 
she ruled the logging company just didn’t 
need a Norwich order to achieve its aims.

“It is incumbent on a party seeking 
a Norwich order to obtain information 
of the kind sought by Cooper Creek 
to exhaust other available means of 
obtaining the information sought before 
asking the court to make a Norwich 
order,” the judge wrote.

Further, Lyster said the majority of 
Last Stand West Kootenay’s posts were 
exhorting people to support their protest 
and engage in peaceful, legal actions to 
protect the forest and aboriginal rights.

“Most of LSWK’s posts are not 
evidence of any sort of unlawful activity. 
It is lawful to engage in peaceful protest, 
to write letters to politicians about matters 
of social concern, to sign petitions, to hold 
potlucks and dances and other events to 
raise awareness, and to raise money to 
pay for legal fees, food and tents,” she 
ruled. “Those activities are the lifeblood 
of democratic engagement, not the stuff 
of tortious interference, or breach of the 
Injunction.”

Lyster said the heavy hand of a 
Norwich order would discourage such 
protest from occurring. “Considered in 
light of the fact that a Norwich order is 
not the only practical means for Cooper 
Creek to obtain the information it seeks 
about potentially unlawful activities, it 
would not be in the interests of justice 
to grant the Norwich order sought in 

relation to LSWK,” she concluded. “…
For the reasons given, I dismiss Cooper 
Creek’s application for Norwich orders 
in its entirety.” 

The lawyer defending Last Stand 
West Kootenay over the Argenta Face 
protests hailed the decision.

“This is an exciting decision for 
Last Stand West Kootenay and other 
anonymous groups supporting lawful 
civil disobedience,” says Noah Ross. 
“…This is the first time a corporation 
has tried to get a Norwich order to find 
the identity of operators of civil society 
groups. Madam Justice Lyster’s decision 
indicates that groups such as LSWK can 
continue to operate anonymously without 
consequences unless they promote illegal 

activity on their social media accounts.”
Meanwhile, 17 members and 

supporters of LSWK still face legal 
consequences after a police raid on 
the protestor’s camp on a logging road 
leading to the Argenta Face in May 
2022. Protesters first appeared in court 
on breach-of-injunction charges last 
summer, but the case has not proceeded 
since that time. 

Cooper Creek said in August it 
planned to ask the Crown to lay criminal 
contempt charges against the protestors, 
instead of the company pursuing civil 
contempt remedies. But the case has not 
moved forward since last summer.

There have been no further protests 
at the logging site since June of last year.

Octavia Massé of Winlaw has been crowned BC Provincial XC Ski Champion after winning double gold 
medals in both the U10 Classic and Skate distance events at the 2023 Teck BC Cross Country Ski 

Championships in Kelowna March 3-5. Octavia, who’s only 7, raced up an age category yet still set the 
fastest time in Sunday’s classic race against the province’s top female athletes up to three years her 

senior! Octavia is coached by her father Justin and skis for Black Jack Ski Club in Rossland.
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ALEVIN
In the fall, female kokanee salmon 
dig nests in gravel streambeds with 
their tails and deposit up to 1,000 
eggs. After males fertilize the eggs, 
females cover the eggs with gravel 
and the adults die. Alevins (young 
fish) hatch in Jan./Feb., feed off egg 
sacs for a few months, then develop 
into fry, emerge from the gravel and 
ride currents downstream.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

by Jan McMurray
Among the 895 of BC’s best 

emerging high-performance athletes 
at the BC Winter Games this year 
were three girls from the Slocan 
Valley.

Paige Purcell (middle), alpine skier from South Slocan, competed at the BC Winter Games this year and won a $1,000 Leadership Bursary Award.

Petula Perry of Silverton competing in Slopestyle at the BC Winter Games.

Slocan Valley girls did well at BC Winter Games
Ayla Kipkie of Hills, Petula Perry 

of Silverton and Paige Purcell of 
South Slocan all qualified to compete 
in the March 23-26 events in Greater 
Vernon.

Ayla competed in cross country 
skiing, and placed 10th in the 
5-kilometre race and 12th in the 
individual sprint.

Petula, 15 years old, competed 
in snowboard cross, and for the first 
time, in Slopestyle. She came in fifth 
in both events. Her next event is the 
Neil Edgeworth Memorial Banked 
Slalom at Big White over the Easter 
weekend. Last season, Petula was 

on the BC Provincial SBX Team 
training under coach Meghan Hebert. 
Petula says her future plans are to 
“keep having fun snowboarding.” 
She is sponsored by Ripping Giraffe 
Boardshop in Nelson.

Paige, 13, is an alpine skier. She 
and her team won gold in the dual 
slalom team mixed event. She also 
came 25th in female slalom and 38th 
in giant slalom. She qualified for the 
games when she finished in the top 
eight girls at the Panorama qualifying 
race in January. A Red Mountain 
Racer, Paige trains with coach Kole 
Harle.

Paige was honoured to be one of 
16 recipients of the $1,000 BC Games 
Leadership Bursary this year. There 
were more than 180 applicants for 
the bursary, all who had “outstanding 
accomplishments,” according to 
acceptance letter she received.

“Paige has always hoped to attend 
the BC Games and was thrilled to 
achieve her goal,” said her mom, 
Andrea.

The BC Winter Games were 
established in 1978 to bring young 
people around BC together through 
sport and friendship. 

Cousins Devun and Petula Perry were both awarded gold medals at the Marc André Memorial 
Banked Slalom at Kicking Horse Resort March 25 and 26. Devun was the fastest under 15 
and Petula was the fastest woman overall! Devun is an ambassador for Kicking Horse and 

sponsored by various companies. Petula is sponsored by Ripping Giraffe Boardshop in Nelson.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Staff with the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay have released their 
plans for the next steps to reducing 
the regional government’s carbon 
emissions to zero by 2050.

The draft of the RDCK’s new 
climate action plan was released for 
public comment in March, with the 
hopes it will be adopted by the board 
of directors in April.

Staff said the plan focuses on 
making greenhouse gas reduction 
work in the reality of the regional 
district, with its vast area and sparse 
population. That means particular 
challenges with developing public 
transportation, creating a more 
secure power grid, providing efficient 
services to a scattered populace, and 
building community resiliency.

“This action plan and the 
workbook that  accompanies 
it is very much focused on rural 
communities… our communities 
are varied in size, from a small 
hamlet to a very large municipality,” 
said Paris Marshall Smith, the RD’s 
sustainability manager. “We want 
to work with all communities, 
with a special attention to the rural 
landscape and really understanding 
what climate action means from a 
rural perspective.”

The goal is ambitious, with 
a target of net zero emissions of 
greenhouse gas by the regional 

RDCK climate plan puts rural focus on cutting greenhouse gases
government’s operations by 2050. 
When the program started in 2018, 
staff estimated the RD produced 
192,000 tonnes of greenhouse gasses. 
It wants to cut that to 96,000 – half 
the baseline – by 2030.

To do that, staff consulted with 
individuals, community groups and 
government agencies to develop 
nearly 100 initiatives under 10 general 
pathways. The focus is in areas of 
the RDCK’s mandate – from land 
use planning and efficient building 
construction to waste management 
and sustainable agriculture practices.

Nearly two-thirds of the initiatives 
have already been announced or are 
underway, while the rest are new to 
this next phase of the plan.
Dozens of actions

The climate strategy is more than 
just buying a fleet of electric vehicles 
and calling it a day, the climate plan 
states. Instead, a grassroots culture 
committed to climate action has to 
be developed.

“Unlike the quick wins of 
installing high-efficiency appliances 
or updating building codes, these 
cultural shifts often occur over longer 
periods of time and require extensive 
effort and patience from those 
influencing the change,” the report 
states. “…Building climate action 
culture is a multi-year process that 
will involve everyone and consider 
all aspects of the RDCK’s services. 
RDCK residents are invited to share 

ideas and will be invited to inform, 
design, collaborate, change, and help 
make decisions.”

Among the many projects and 
ideas are:

•  d e v e l o p  m o r e  a c t i v e 
transportation opportunities in 
communities;

• design long-lasting, energy-
efficient buildings, and support 
residents to upgrade homes;

• reduce waste production 
and encouraging recycling, and 
eliminating organics from landfills 
by 2030;

• support local agriculture efforts 
to enhance food security;

• do more to cut water use, 
monitor ground and surface water, 
and better manage community water 
systems;

• do more flood and geohazard 
assessments and beef up emergency 
response systems;

• ensure board decisions are 
made taking into account impacts 
on climate;

• reduce risk from wildfire 
through better community planning 
and FireSmart programs.

The plan includes supporting 
and partnering with other levels 
of government, First Nation and 
community groups to take actions 
locally. And each year would see staff 
do a report card on progress, called 
the ‘State of Climate Action’ report.

M a n a g e r  o f  C o m m u n i t y 

Sustainability Chris Johnson said he 
thought the plan would find buy-in 
from the public.

“It’s worth noting many of the 
aspects of the plan are direct services 
to residents, and we were very 
intentional about that,” he said. 
“Those services available to residents 
via this plan offer multiple benefits, 
and one of them happens to be 
climate action. So when you think 
about our Regional Energy Efficiency 
Program, that gets a lot of dollars into 
people’s hands… that allows them to 
make their homes more affordable in 
the long run by making them more 
energy efficient… 

“So I think a lot of the actions in 
the plan people will do regardless.”
Grants, not tax dollars

Another important aspect of the 
plan is it won’t cost taxpayers money 
directly, Smith said. Over the next 
four years, the 35 or so new initiatives 
would see the hiring of two new staff 
positions, and cost about $1 million.

“We do not see this will be any 
significant cost to taxation, however, 
as we anticipate it will all be funded 
through grant funding,” said Smith. 

For detailed information about the 
plan, type ‘RDCK Climate Actions’ 
into your browser search engine for 
links to the plan documents.

Work on climate action began in 
2019, when the board of directors of 
the regional government declared a 
“climate action imperative,” directing 

all departments to view their decision 
making through a climate lens – 
from land use to waste reduction 
to active transportation – and to 
“pursue opportunities that will further 
catalyze the RDCK as a climate 
action leader.” 

It’s since developed a 100% 
Renewable Energy Plan and held 
public engagement sessions to work 
towards this latest plan of action. This 
latest plan is set to be in effect for four 
years, “to ensure the RDCK’s climate 
action work stays dynamic and is 
able to integrate new and emerging 
policies and technologies.” 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Sometimes in government 
administration you can have your 
cake and eat it too.

Directors on the West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District 
Board were able to approve an 
Interior Health request for almost 
double the money needed for capital 
projects in the region this year – 
without raising taxes.

Staff said an accounting surplus 
held over from last year and judicious 
use of reserves would allow directors 
to meet the demand for funds for 
about 18 capital projects, without 
costing taxpayers any more than 
last year.

“A couple of things in the last 
year – some long-term debt has been 
retired, there have been significant 
contributions to reserve and the 
buildup of the surplus ended up with 
$4.9 million going into 2022,” said 
RDCK Chief Administrative Officer 
Stuart Horn, who also supports the 
hospital board. “That surplus rolled 
into this year so it is sitting at about 
$714,000… what that does is allow 
the board to fund this entire ask 
from IH… and still have a 0% tax 
increase.”

The plan does come with some 
risk, however. Using the surplus 
means that money won’t be available 
to protect property owners from tax 
increases in the future – and some big 
capital projects are looming. These 
projects will have to be paid through 
borrowing, with payments of about 
$1 million a year. 

But a zero increase was too good 

Regional hospital board avoids tax increase for capital projects
to turn down for the hospital board’s 
directors – some of whom have 
taxpayers facing a 23% increase in 
their RDCK taxes. 
Options

Interior Health staff  plan 
more than $20 million in capital 
expenditures in the next fiscal year. 
Among the biggest projects are steam 
plant and air system improvements in 
Trail, a cooling system improvement 
to a seniors’ facility in Trail, and 
an air-handling unit replacement in 
Grand Forks.

Local taxpayers are expected to 
pick up about 40% of that bill. That 
came out to about $7.353 million 
requested from local taxpayers – 
property owners in the Regional 
Districts of Central Kootenay and 
Kootenay-Boundary. 

The use of reserves to knock 
down that request, and the surplus 
to reduce it further, brought the total 
tax request this year to $4.82 million 
– exactly the same as last year.
Board split

But the budget didn’t pass without 
some pushback. 

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
said she was concerned about the plan 
to provide nearly $3 million worth of 
equipment for the new long-term care 
facility in Nelson.

She was concerned public money 
was being spent to finance materials 
for a privately-owned facility, and 
that rising costs made her think the 
project would have not been thought 
viable if those costs had been better 
predicted. And finally, she feared 
investing so heavily in one facility 
could undermine local efforts to 

get more beds outside of the major 
centres in the Kootenays.

“This is centralizing services, and 
while I understand IH says it does not 
see there will be a decline of services 
in the future… we know Kaslo for 
over a decade has been requesting 
that residential beds be maintained 
and returned. New Denver also has 
residential beds that need major 
upgrading and I don’t know that we’re 
considering those in our reserves.

“I believe it is imminent that 
this will centralize servicing that is 
already causing a problem.”

Two other Central Kootenay 
directors joined Watson in opposing 
the spending, but it was really a 
symbolic gesture, and the motion 
passed. 

CORRECTION
The Valley Voice’s coverage of 

the March 15 meeting of the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay board of 
director’s meeting contained an error.  

The article stated that the regional 
government was going to receive 
about $3 million over two years 
for administration of the Columbia 
Basin Trust’s Resident Directed 
(ReDi) Grant Program.

In fact, under the agreement with 
CBT, the RDCK receives a total of 
$1,515,940 in each of the two years 
of the agreement. But of that amount 
only $106,111, or 7% of the total, is 
retained each year by the RDCK for 
administration. The other 93% of the 
funding is distributed to more than 
300 community groups across the 
Columbia Basin.

The Valley Voice regrets the error.

In the end, the no-increase budget 
passed handily, but not without a 
significant split. Nine directors, all 
from the Central Kootenay, opposed 
the option for no tax increases. Their 
big concern was the board wasn’t 
putting enough money into reserves to 
buffer increases for the future.

The tax request will be included 
in municipal tax bills, coming out 
over the next few weeks. For the 
region’s taxpayers, the ask will work 
out to about $16 per $100,000 in 
property value – the same as in 2022. 
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We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
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Thanks to Alex 
Atamanenko

Alex Atamanenko’s letter in the VV 
of March 9 is the most comprehensive 
recapitulation of the beginnings and 
actual facts of that insane, Putin-
inspired war against the state and 
people of Ukraine, that I have come 
across. I can only repeat the Spanish 
philosopher’s phrase from the “Vertical 
descend of barbary into culture.” Putin 
acts against the sentiments of all the 
great Russian writers – he seems to 
have no idea of his country’s culture.

Thank you, Mr. Atamanenko, for 
your letter.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

Right-sizing, 
right on page one

On the front page of the most 
recent issue, we read about a brew-
pub/restaurant coming to New 
Denver, including some residential 
space on the upper floor… hooray! 
And an article about Summit Lake 
Ski Hill, providing local downhill 
skiing since 1961 thanks to a 
dedicated group of volunteers.

Within those two articles on page 
one, you have depicted a scale of 
recreation and tourism that is right-
sized for our area: a local ski hill 
and nearby, a charming village with 
(soon) a place to enjoy an apres-ski 
beverage and a pizza.

This is right-sizing: economic 
activity and development that fits the 
scale and capacity of the community.

What we don’t need is a whole 
new town built in prime wilderness 
grizzly habitat, with all the massive 
negative impacts of an industrial-
scale ski resort: habitat fragmentation 
and species loss, water-quality 
impacts, and all the new roads and 
infrastructure required to service a 
real-estate development. That’s the 
opposite of right-sizing.

Lorna Visser
Hills

Enough with 
the witch hunt

The most insidious virus that has 
infected society these past three years 
is ‘cancel culture.’ Those infected with 
this plague have decided that their 
opinion is the ONLY one allowed to 
be uttered. Any divergent point of 
view is to be maligned, attacked and 
driven out of town. The revelations of 
the Twitter files have exposed ‘cancel 
culture’ for what it is – the extreme 
and unprecedented censorship by 
ruling entities to prevent the truth 
about the pandemic from reaching the 
public. There never was any ‘science’ 
to support the fear, restrictions and 
mandates that were imposed on us. 
There never was any ‘science’ to justify 
universal masking, lockdowns, and the 
coerced injection of an experimental 
genetic technology that was neither 
safe, effective or needed. It is way past 
time that the truth of what was done to 
us be revealed. That the unprecedented 
lockdowns were contrary to established 
pandemic science, and the added 
massive harms of those policies on 
children, the elderly, and lower-income 
families, are indisputable. The recent 
“shoot the messenger” attacks on Art 
Joyce are a reflection of ‘cancel culture’ 
rooted in the pervasive ignorance that 
underpins today’s mainstream narrative 
that so many continue to parrot. I stand 
with Art Joyce as a revealer of truth 
whose primary impulse is to share 
accurate information and knowledge 
that encourages and supports freedom, 
health and well-being for all. 

Edda West
Winlaw

Why are we in a 
proxy war?

While Canada has so many crises 
– climate, affordability, healthcare, 
housing – why are we in a proxy war 
with a nuclear power?

Why was there no debate? No 
political parties want a negotiated 
peace. The federal Green Party and 

NDP want to keep sending arms to 
Ukraine. All parties support the sabre 
rattling towards China, not objecting to 
invading Taiwan next.

If these wars are about human 
rights, why does Canada sell arms 
to Saudi Arabia, which has a terrible 
human rights record? How are other 
countries invaded by NATO doing? 
Iraq (for non-existent weapons of mass 
destruction), Afghanistan, and Libya? 
Ordinary people are being killed while 
the military and fossil fuel industries 
make huge profits.

In Germany and other European 
countries, people are hitting the streets 
to protest this destructive and dangerous 
situation, but we don’t hear about it 
from our news outlets.

And Canadians who run for 
office who care about peace and 
environmental justice?

Dimitri Lascaris, who ran for the 
federal Green Party two terms ago, 
faced many shenanigans to keep him 
out. He came in second to Elizabeth 
May’s choice, Annamie Paul. He’s now 
on a peace mission in Russia.

Anjali Appadurai tried to run for 
the leadership of the BC NDP. She 
faced a smear campaign and wasn’t 
allowed to run. She is now promoting 
the Youth Climate Corps, which would 
start the just transition we need.

If you had your say, would Canada 
be in a proxy war that could lead to 
the next world war? And why, in a 
democracy, haven’t we had a say?

Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

BC implications 
of IPCC warning

The last segment of its sixth big 
report on the climate crisis was released 
last week by the International Panel on 
Climate Change. It’s being framed in 
the media as “the last warning.”

UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres was typically strong in his 
remarks: “This report is a clarion call 
to massively fast-track climate efforts 
by every country and every sector and 
on every timeframe. Our world needs 
climate action on all fronts: everything, 
everywhere, all at once.”

With so much business-as-usual, 
the world is now blowing past the 
1.5-degree safe limit on warming set 
by the Paris Accord.

BC should be paying particular 
attention. Some highlights of the 
report’s top recommendations are 
extremely relevant here. While 
emissions overall must be reduced, 

the number one on the list is methane. 
That’s natural gas, of course, and the 
Peace River Montney gas field has 
been named as the single biggest carbon 
bomb in the country. Reducing methane 
releases is the climate measure with the 
largest immediate impact.

But also last week, the BC 
government green-lit the new Cedar 
LNG plant which will put out three 
million tons a year of methane. And 
after years of talking about it, the 
Province has no firm plan to tighten 
up all the leaks and releases along the 
methane supply chain.

Interestingly, the second top 
recommendation, to stop deforestation, 
is also extremely relevant in a province 
that is eating away at the last bits of 
ancient old growth and clearcutting 
forests steadily, including for wood 
pellet exports.

This all puts this province at the 
front-line of the crisis. At the same time, 
we are seeing catastrophic effects from 
climate events and are already facing 
costly and dangerous impacts.

After he became NDP leader, 
David Eby said the Province couldn’t 
allow more fossil fuel projects and 
reach our climate targets. Since, they 
have already approved one LNG 
project and at least four more are on 
the drawing board. As citizens, we can 
insist our government get on target.

Keith Wiley
Nelson

Why the bell 
ringing?

In our small town, the church bell 
rings every evening at 7 pm. This has 
been going on for three years, winter 
and summer, in darkness and in light, 
in snow and rain. At first it was to 
acknowledge the dedication of our 
healthcare workers and sacrifices made 
in the face of a frightening new disease, 
but over time, as events unfolded, its 
significance began expanding.

I can’t know what is going on 
in the mind of the bell-ringer; I can 
only know what it brings up for me. 
Sometimes it’s annoyance, when I’m 
in the middle of my escapist movie. 
Sometimes it’s sorrow, when I think 
of those healthcare workers who lost 
their jobs rather than being coerced into 
accepting an unproven experimental 
medical treatment. Sometimes it’s 
smoldering anger about those who 
were convinced to take the jab, and 
subsequently suffered injury, or died 
suddenly.

But mostly this bell ringing 

speaks to me of persistence, and the 
determination not to forget. As the old 
saw has it, ‘Fool me once and shame on 
you; fool me twice and shame on me.’ 
And as the truth about the virus and 
the COVID-19 vaccine comes out, it 
seems more and more evident that we 
were all fooled in a most shocking and 
deadly way.

The last three years have been 
characterized by state terror: mandatory 
masking, mandatory lockdowns, 
mandatory vaccinations; fear porn 
and blatant lies on the part of the 
mainstream media, ‘fact checking’, 
suppression of content not in line with 
the governmental narrative on Twitter, 
You Tube, Facebook, Google and other 
platforms. In the last three years, the 
largest transfer of wealth in history 
occurred, from the poor to the rich.

These are perilous times; we 
must cherish our critical thinking, our 
friendships, and memory. This state-
sponsored panic will surely happen 
again. Let the sound of the bell remind 
us to change the batteries in our BS 
meters, if nothing else.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Public-private 
healthcare

I have no problem with private 
for-profit care for seniors. Many people 
reach their so-called ‘golden’ years with 
a lot of cash to spend, and not a lot to 
buy. And most people who end up with 
plenty are likely astute enough to see 
that the goal of private care homes is to 
make money, not to concern themselves 
with the welfare of their charges. Any 
good farmer will tell you that the 
longer you keep a sheep, the more 
fleece you are likely to harvest. So it is 
in their interest to keep those revenue-
producers alive as long as possible, but 
that’s not concern for the sheep – that’s 
capitalism.

My problem with our private care 
system is that it is not a stand-alone 
enterprise. It relies on government 
subsidies to maximize its profit. One 
of our major private for-profit care 
businesses in the Kootenays has found 
a new way to promote their enterprise 
by engaging in a private-public 
alliance with a Crown corporation, the 
Columbia Basin Trust. The Trust was 
originally established to mitigate the 
damage done to our area by the building 
of Columbia Basin hydroelectric 
projects. So they have a big whack of 
money to distribute as they see fit, and 
they see fit to join up with Golden Life 
Management. They have also decided 
to join with the same corporation to 
build a new health facility at the former 
Mount St. Francis site, and then LEASE 
it to Interior Health for $750,000. If that 
is not privatization, I’d like to know 
what is. And after all that, Golden Life 
Management has the gall to say that 
rent control regulations don’t apply 
to them. Shame on CBT for using our 
mitigation money to shore up Golden 
Life Management and encourage the 
privatization of our healthcare system, 
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continued from page 4
and shame on our supposed socialist 
government for abandoning all socialist 
principles by using tax money to 
subsidize private corporations.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Paying more for less
If you are unfortunate enough 

to have to call the CRA this year, 
prepare yourself for some frustration 
and long wait times.

I tried accessing my CRA 
account and was told to enter a pass 
code, sent to my phone. I waited 
30 seconds, but nothing. Resend a 
new pass code – okay, that should 
do it. After a few minutes of this 
sign-in nonsense, I was shut out of 
my account. I phoned the CRA and 
was told there was a one-hour wait. 
Would I like a call back? Sure, give 
me a call back. We’re sorry, our call-
back queue is full at this time. Stay 
on the line and a CRA representative 
will be with you. Wait times are 30-
60 minutes. I gave up on that day.

The next day, I called again 
and the CRA wanted to know the 
error code. No idea, I replied. Then 
I had to go through 10 minutes of 
authenticating who I was, complete 
with transit number, institution 
number and finally my account 
number read off the cheque, because 
it is different than what the bank 
takes as a log-in. Then the CRA page 
went down. Yes, we are having some 
issues, the CRA said. Then the phone 
did not work; I could only hear them. 
Did you press the mute button? No, 
nothing touched, so at 45 minutes, 
I hung up.

Amazingly, I was allowed to 
access my CRA account. Whew.

This is only one ordeal I went 
through. Last year was pure torture 
trying to solve an over-contribution 
to TFSA issue. It took several hours 
on the phone with no resolution. I 
ended up going to penalty island for 
two years straight, thousands gone 
to the ‘Man of CRA,’ Bob Hamilton.

That the CRA wants a 37% raise 
for the next three years is a little jaw 
dropping, considering the absolutely 
terrible service I received and I 
doubt I am the only one. The CRA 
claims to be a world-class provider 
of tax services but were given a plain 
average C grade by an independent 
assessment.

With 300,000 public service 
workers in Canada, the most bloated 
in history, I can only hope that I can 
get on the government teat one day 
and field calls from my home. All 
Canadians should get on that teat!

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Flawed RDCK 
consultation

The RDCK posted its 35-page 
Draft Climate Action Plan to the RDCK 
website on March 14, 2023. Did you 
notice? 

If not, you missed two public 

consultations, on March 15 and 21. 
I made it to the March 21 session – 
I’d been keeping an eye out for it. 
Microsoft TEAMS was needed, and 
I, not in government circles, was set 
up for ZOOM. I managed to hear 
half of it, while resolving set-up 
issues, but couldn’t communicate. Ten 
persons attended each consultation, 
two of which were presenters. The 
low turnout (16), I suspect, related 
to lack of advertisement, considering 
an RDCK base of 60K people, and 
the future financial and constitutional 
implications this plan presents for 
residents. Otherwise, how come you 
weren’t there? A follow-up phone 
conversation with Paris Marshall-
Smith (RDCK sustainability planner) 
provided that the plan is on the RDCK 
board’s approval agenda for April 20, 
2023. Paris encouraged the sharing 
of comments about the plan, which 
I have read end to end, including 
backgrounders. 

I have hence spent time questioning 
people’s knowledge about it and have 
seen mostly blank faces when asked. 
I am not about to jump on this horse 
in full gallop, and I caution you not 
to either – until we have had a fully 
advertised, proper consultation face to 
face, accessible to every resident, where 
we can ask questions. This plan must 
be duly debated and given thought to. 
How about we give or withhold our 
informed consent the way we used 
to, by use of our voices, rather than 
implying consent to our administrators 
and bureaucrats by silence?

Follow the links to ‘Climate 
Actions Plan’ on the RDCK website 
and settle in. If you observed the 
recent RDCK ‘tax storm’ presentations, 
you understand that climate change 
is  driving upgrades to RDCK 
infrastructure, vehicle conversions 
and the hiring of more staff, but what 
is coming will add costs for every 
property owner through Climate 2030 
commitments made for us “equitably”– 
as we downscale our footprints to 
“compact communities” (also called 
15-minute cities), net-zero retrofits 
to existing houses (solar, geothermal, 
fire re-cladding, etc.), upscaled new 
construction mandates. CleanBC 2030 
envisions 90% conversion to EV, or 
use your bicycle, and RDCK says 
we somehow see new regulations for 
rainwater collection. 

Let me say this: there is always 
room for improvement – but not for BS. 
The RDCK and local governments are 
preparing large investments to, I quote, 
“change our culture and habits.” Did I 
miss the referendum or the vote to be 
‘re-cultured’? Maybe we can have the 
proper and open scientific debate about 
climate change that we were denied 
with SARS-CoV-2. After all, it – in 
its entirety – is yet another computer 
model.

Sabrina Mutterer
Kaslo 

A once-in-a-
lifetime revolution

On March 24, 2023, Pluto officially 

entered the sign of Aquarius, bringing 
with it a time of revolution for humanity. 
Taking roughly 20 years to travel through 
each sign, a Pluto transit is significant for 
humanity. The last time Aquarius held 
Pluto in his grasp was between the years 
1778 and 1798. If we reflect on what 
happened during those years, we will 
notice that life for humanity was moving 
through a two-decade-long revolution – 
after which the world as we knew it was 
changed forever.

Here are a few notable events from 
those years: the American revolution, 
the French revolution, the Haitian 
revolution; the erasure of Poland from 
the map for 123 years; the banning of 
slavery in Upper Canada; the ratification 
of the US Bill of Rights; George 
Washington became the first president 
of the United States; Congress passed 
the first copyright law; the first patent 
was issued; New York Stock Exchange 
was established and board was founded; 
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were 
sent to the guillotine; Cape Frontier 
Wars between British and Boer settlers 
& the Xhosas in South Africa; European 
settlement was established in Sydney 
Australia; United States Navy was 
established.

In reflecting upon the major 
historical events shared above, we can 
see the ways in which Pluto in Aquarius 
may show up for us presently. There 
is potential for many new laws to be 
enacted, for massive governmental shifts, 
for new global boundaries to be enacted 
and enforced.

Pluto is the planet of the soul – 
destroying everything in its path that 
is not sacred... leaving only truth. In 
Aquarius, this will be affecting humanity 
as a whole, leaving only soul, truth, and 
what is sacred.

Astrology is the study of the stars 
and their cycles as they relate to life here 
on our Earth Mother. It is said that we 
repeat the same things in order to learn 
the lessons they were meant to teach us, 
which is reflected by the cycles of the 
Star Beings in the sky above.

We are now officially in a brand new, 
once-in-a-lifetime 20-year cycle that will 
bring us to a new paradigm and change 
reality as we know it to be.

One thing is for certain: we are 
entering a time of radical revolution 
and life will never be the same after 
this transit.

May this be a reminder to tend to 
what is sacred to you, and steward the 
future the way we would any new life.

My prayer is that this revolution 
leads us on the path of love, peace, & 
harmony.

Emma Cardinal
Silverton

RCMP C-IRG
“Thirty RCMP officers arrived at the 

Argenta blockade on May 17, arresting 
17 people and leaving the rest to scatter.” 
This is part of a photo caption by Louis 
Bockner in The Tyee.

The RCMP knew there was no need 
for busloads of militarized Mounties 
dragged up from the coast at significant 
expense, rather than local officers familiar 
with the region. The only purpose was 

brutal fascist intimidation. If the Province 
is so concerned for economic justice, can 
it begin here by dealing with the results 
of the nearby Johnsons Landing landslide 
of several years ago, still leaving former 
property owners uncompensated for 
their tremendous losses? Does it think 
the same can’t happen in Argenta? And 
what of watershed protection? Sinixt 
First Nation people here also condemn 
the Argenta Face logging. 

The same RCMP C-IRG that 
brutally expedited Cooper Creek Cedar’s 
illegal and devastating huge clearcut at 
the Argenta Face on North Kootenay 
Lake also used illegal means to clear 
the blockade at Fairy Creek. They are 
corporate mercenaries, not police, and 
have no business in Canada. The RCMP 
C-IRG is grievously misnamed: to begin, 
it is by no means a ‘Community-Industry 
Response’ group. One would expect 
that title to involve negotiation and de-
escalation of confrontations. But instead, 
it is an Industry-serving Goon Squad of 
Corporate Mercenary thugs prepared 
to use deadly force and reported to use 
violence. It is on record as manhandling 
peaceful protesters at the Argenta Face 
and destroying their property, which 
did not block the road, and arresting 
bystanders who were in no way breaking 
the court injunction used by the C-IRG 
as an excuse for its illegal behaviour, 
similar to their criminal misbehaviour 
at the Fairy Creek blockade.

In a March 9 CBC article, it is noted 
that “The unit has deployed SWAT 
teams, crowd-control squads, dogs and 
helicopters to Wet’suwet’en territory to 
dismantle blockades interfering with the 
$14.5-billion Coastal GasLink project.” 
This is a hugely questionable invasion 
of unceded Indigenous territory: how do 
provincial injunctions supersede federal 
treaty law? Those aren’t police in police 
uniforms, negotiating and calming the 
situation, or enforcing anti-trespass 
and environmental laws. If so, where 
then are their brutalization and arrests 
of the CLG chairman and board for 
openly and repeatedly polluting local 
salmon streams and damaging trespass 
on Indigenous land? Isn’t that worse 
than quietly defying a questionable 
injunction? But they turn aside and 
vanish away. And why, again, do they 
descend, fearsomely armed and suited 
for bitter urban warfare, on unarmed and 
peaceful protesters?

The messages are not only ‘Don’t!’ 
and ‘Don’t, or we’ll kill you!’ but 
also, ‘Everyone who sees: fear us, fear 
our narrow and cruel vision of order, 
fear your country.’ One’s reminded of 
Orwell’s line on the image of a fascist 
future: ‘A boot stamping on a human 
face, forever.’

Mark Mealing
Meadow Creek

Chris Hedges on 
war in Ukraine

Among many accomplishments, 
Pulitzer Prize winner Chris Hedges is 
a former mid-east bureau chief for the 
New York Times (as well as having been 
a past participant in the Selkirk College 
Mir Centre for Peace lecture series). In 

a recent article titled ‘Ukraine’s Death 
by Proxy,’ Hedges writes: “There are 
many ways for a state to project power 
and weaken adversaries, but proxy wars 
are one of the most cynical. Proxy wars 
devour the countries they purport to 
defend. They entice nations or insurgents 
to fight for geopolitical goals that are 
ultimately not in their interest. The war 
in Ukraine has little to do with Ukrainian 
freedom and a lot to do with degrading 
the Russian military and weakening 
Vladimir Putin’s grip on power. And 
when Ukraine looks headed for defeat, 
or the war reaches a stalemate, Ukraine 
will be sacrificed like many other states 
in what one of the founding members 
of the CIA, Miles Copeland Jr., referred 
to as the “Game of Nations” and “the 
amorality of power politics.”

Hedges speaks of his two decades 
as a war correspondent in the Middle 
East, Pakistan, and Yugoslavia, and in 
Central America, where the US armed 
the contras and military regimes in El 
Salvador and Guatemala in an attempt to 
overthrow the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. 
Hedges continues: “Proxy wars are 
notoriously hard to control, especially 
when the aspirations of those doing the 
fighting and those sending the weapons 
diverge. They also have a bad habit 
of luring sponsors of proxy wars, as 
happened to the U. in Vietnam and Israel 
in Lebanon, directly into the conflict. 
Proxy armies are given weaponry with 
little accountability, significant amounts 
of which end up on the black market or in 
the hands of warlords or terrorists. CBS 
News reported last year that around 30 
percent of the weapons sent to Ukraine 
make it to the front lines…

“…Betrayal is the closing act in 
nearly all proxy wars. The arming of 
Ukraine is not missionary work. It has 
nothing to do with liberty or freedom. It 
is about weakening Russia. Take Russia 
out of the equation and there would be 
little tangible support for Ukraine. There 
are other occupied peoples, including 
the Palestinians, who have suffered as 
brutally and far longer than Ukrainians. 
But NATO is not arming Palestinians 
to fight against their Israeli occupiers 
or holding them up as heroic freedom 
fighters… Our love of freedom only 
extends to people who serve our ‘national 
interest.’

“There will come a time when 
the Ukrainians, like the Kurds, will 
become expendable. They will disappear, 
as many others before them have, 
from our national discourse and our 
consciousness… The American empire 
will move on to use others, perhaps the 
“heroic” people of Taiwan, to further its 
futile quest for global hegemony… They 
will pile up even more corpses and flirt 
with nuclear war… This is an old and 
predictable game. It leaves in its wake 
nations in ruins and millions of people 
dead and displaced. It fuels the hubris 
and self-delusion of the mandarins in 
Washington who refuse to accept the 
emergence of a multipolar world. If left 
unchecked, this ‘game of nations’ may 
get us all killed.”

Patricia McGreal
Slocan
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Sandon Historical Society
Call for Tender

The Sandon Historical Society is looking for quotations 
on a renovation project on two replica buildings in the 
ghost town of Sandon.
The scope of the work involves:
1. Carpentry
2. Roofing (torch on)
3. Windows & doors
4. Painting
For more information on this project, please send an 
expression of interest by post or email to:

Sandon Historical Society
P.O. Box 52

New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Spring AGM for 
Slocan Boating 

Association, April 
29, 2023 at Bosun 
Hall at 10:00 am.  

– All members are encouraged to attend –

Mary Ann Thompson 
It is with great sadness that we share the passing of our 
wife, sister, auntie and great Aunt Mary Ann Thompson née 
Zimmerman. Mary leaves to grieve her husband Martin, two 
step-children Kim and Brandon and her siblings Carol, Betty, 
John, Jerry, Teresa, Richard, Leona, Linda, Laura, Christina, 
Steven and Paul. Predeceased by her parents and sister, 
Nancy. Mary’s greatest pleasures were camping with her 
husband Martin and walking her dogs Gizmo and Bobby. You 
also knew she would have the best garden in town. Mary’s 
passing was very sudden and we will miss her dearly. We will 
be having a celebration of life in Vernon BC July 31, 2023. In 
lieu of flowers please support the cancer foundation.

by Jan McMurray
The group that operates the New 

Denver marina would like to hash out 
a few things with Village council, so a 
small group of them came to the March 
28 council meeting.

Lloyd Bazay, commodore of the 
Slocan Lake Boating Association, told 
council the marina had been operating 
for 50 years and there are some “loosey 
goosey” arrangements that need to be 

New Denver marina group lays out their concerns to council
sorted out. “Fifty years is a long time 
without documentation,” he said. “We 
have to sit down and straighten it out.”

With the new dog park being 
proposed for an area now used by the 
marina, one of the priority discussion 
items is the marina boundaries. “The 
marina is an asset to the town. In 
order for us to maintain it for years to 
come, it requires a certain amount of 
property,” he said.

The group has measured and 
mapped the area they need to operate 
the facility, and the map was submitted 
to the Village some months ago, Bazay 
said.

Because the entrance needs to be 
dredged every three to five years, they 
need access for machinery. They also 
need parking for 66 trailers, Bazay 
said, as they have 64 slips and two 
dry docked boats. Currently, there is 
parking for 60.

Over the long term, Bazay said 

they plan to organize the parking and 
“properly develop” the facility so 
dredging will no longer be required.

Associat ion member  Vern 
Gustafson stressed that the group 
wants to maintain the existing footprint 
of the marina. He added that they’d 
like to know about all road rights-
of-way and leases, such as the TV 
tower lease and cell tower lease, in 
the vicinity.

Another item the association 
would like to take up with council is 
their lease agreement with the Village. 
The Village leases the Crown land on 
both sides of Carpenter Creek, from 
the marina up to the highway, from 
the Province, and subleases a part of 
the Crown land to the Slocan Lake 

Boating Association.
“The lease of the Crown land and 

marina don’t line up,” said Bazay. 
“Part of the marina spills into the 
park.” He added that the boating 
association pays the entire Crown 
land lease fee, but only uses a part of 
the land.

Mayor Leonard Casley asked 
Bazay if the association wanted 
to finish fencing the marina area. 
Bazay replied that they don’t want to 
restrict anyone’s access to this popular 
walking area. 

“Neither do we,” Casley said. He 
explained that the Village wants to 
create an off-leash area with access 
adjacent to the boating area. “You’ll 
have complete access to the entrances 

– but maybe not exactly where you 
want. We want it levelled off and 
maybe put in a picnic bench,” Casley 
said.

Councillor Casey Law thanked 
Bazay for the information. “We 
haven’t talked about the dog park 
yet, so yes, we need to think about 
the marina, TV Society, and all the 
stakeholders. Communication is really 
important here.”

Councillor Danika Hammond 
said she appreciated knowing about 
the association’s operations and plans. 
“There are a lot of questions about the 
whole area,” she said. “The Centennial 
Park stage conversation with everyone 
was really helpful so let’s do that again 
here.”

submitted by Village of Silverton
Initial results of Village of 

Silverton water sample testing by 
Interior Health have painted a positive 
picture for residents concerned about 
local water quality.

Plenty of questions have arisen 
since the Village first learned of 
non-compliance with provincial 
water regulations, and deficiencies 
in internal processes, as part of a 
Village-initiated operations review.

Through the review, it became 
clear there were issues in how 
certain Village operations were being 
undertaken. As soon as the Village 
learned of the non-compliance, 
the organization began working 
collaboratively with Interior Health 
to rectify the situation, with the 
regulator taking action to assess and 
maintain the safety and quality of the 
Village water system.

Interior Health immediately 
began testing Village water samples. 
Initial results from those tests have 
proven promising, with acceptable 
bacteria levels found to date. These 
results, along with all other sample 
reporting, are posted publicly by 
Interior Health.

“When we learned of non-
compliance related to water sample 

Village of Silverton water testing back on track
testing, it wasn’t a red flag that there 
was anything wrong with our water 
— it just meant the Village hadn’t 
been sending samples for testing 
as is required, and that’s not okay,” 
said Viv Thoss, chief administrative 
officer for the Village of Silverton. 
“We acted as quickly as possible in 
working with Interior Health to get 
our water testing back on track, and 
these early results are just such a 
relief. It’s sad that regulations weren’t 
followed as required, resulting 
in so many concerns arising in 
the community. However, we are 
rectifying the situation, and have 
already seen progress taking place.”

Moving forward, the Village 
is working to ensure these sorts 
of issues won’t happen again, as 
the CAO works to review Village 
water testing procedures, and to 
implement processes to ensure that 
all regulations are met.

Additionally, the Village has 
committed to increased proactive 
testing with Interior Health, and are 
reviewing all local water system 
plans to ensure they are accurate 
and current, and that they serve the 
Village appropriately.

“This is a really unfortunate 
situation, but it’s been nice to see how 

quickly everyone has moved to make 
sure that things get back on track, 
including our CAO and the team at 
Interior Health,” said Mayor Colin 
Ferguson. “It’s encouraging, too, to 
see that we’re going to be far better 
served coming out of this, and I want 
to thank the vast majority of residents 
for being patient and understanding 
as we continue to work through this 
process.”

As more testing results are 
made public, Thoss wants to remind 
residents that local water is safe to 
drink, and that updates will continue 
to be made public as the situation 
progresses.

“The one positive that’s come 
from this whole situation — if there 
is one — is that it’s been nice to hear 
how much people really do love our 
water,” Thoss said. “One person even 
said the quality of our water was the 
reason they moved to Silverton!

“We know the water here really is 
great, but hearing it so wholeheartedly 
from residents reinforces for everyone 
just how important it is to get things 
back on track, and to move past this 
unfortunate scenario.”

Anyone with questions or 
concerns is encouraged to contact the 
Village of Silverton at 250-358-2472.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s project to drill 

two new community wells seems to 
be back on track. 

JR Drilling has been back in New 
Denver since March 13, drilling this 
time on either side of the 2011 test 
well, located between Carpenter 
Creek and the recycling depot.

The first two wells, drilled in 
December and January adjacent to 
Carpenter Creek near the corner of 
Slocan Avenue and Columbia Street, 
did not produce enough water. 

“Contrary to all investigations 
and reports from professionals in 
the field, the sites for the new wells 

More drilling underway for new wells in New Denver
could not produce adequate volumes 
of water to meet the Village’s needs,” 
said CAO Lisa Scott in an email to 
the Valley Voice.

So, the Village began reviewing 
options for an alternative location, 
and the next best site was the 2011 
test well site – except that it would 
upset plans for the new housing 
project’s septic system.

“Since the housing development 
will have a large septic field, it 
should be a further distance from 
a community water supply well. 
So, review is also underway to 
determine what the implications are 
of constructing that proposed septic 
field on the north side of the housing, 
instead of the south side of the 
housing,” explained Scott Wallace 
of TRUE Consulting, the Village’s 
engineering consultancy firm.

The New Denver and Area 
Housing Society board says their 
consultants have completed the 
investigation, and the results are 
favourable for changing the location 

of the septic field to accommodate 
the wells.

CAO Scott reports that JR 
Drilling has completed drilling the 
first well “and so far it is producing 
the quantity of water expected.”

Scott also reported that the 
project budget hasn’t been negatively 
affected by the extra drilling. She 
said the estimated drilling costs were 
now $385,000, which is $160,000 
over budget – but they expect to 
save $200,000 because they no 
longer have to loop the water line 
like they would have had to in the 
first location.

The Village will decommission 
the six-inch 2011 test well, and drill 
two new 10-inch wells on either side 
of it. Ten-inch wells are necessary to 
achieve the desired capacity, Scott 
said. 

The  Vi l lage  expects  the 
development of the two new wells 
to take four to six weeks, so they 
should be completed around the end 
of April.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 

for details
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Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

20% off select bird food (in-store only) 
Bird feeders

Spring bulbs – gladiolus, 
dahlias, begonias

Onion sets & seed potatoes
Early lettuce, basil, 

pansy starts, 
onions

Clothing & socksSlogger shoes & boots, gumboots

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles

Seed starting kits, soil, flats, 
inserts, domes, seeds

Start your own microgreens!
Drywall, mud, wheelbarrows, 

shovels, garden wagons
Save $ on last year’s stock of 

fencing & posts until new stock 
arrives in April! Old pricing still 

available on in-stock only

PNW seeds are here!!!

Think SPRING, time to prune & 
spray your fruit & shade trees.  

Come see us for all your pruning 
tools & sprays.

by Mark Page
On the evening of March 

30, about 40 parents and 
other community members 
spread out around Lucerne 
E lementa ry  Secondary 
School, going from station to 
station and writing down their 
thoughts about the future of 
the school district. 

“It’s about getting people 
thinking,” said SD 10 School 
Board Trustee  Stephen 
Gascon, who was posted at 
a station designed for people 
to write about the school 
district’s current performance. 

The district is using 
‘scenario planning’ to consult 
all its communities in the 
first phase of developing the 
new five-year strategic plan. 
Normally, these consultations 
involve a lengthy presentation 
followed by questions from the 
audience, but Superintendent 
Peter Dubinsky sought to 
create a more engaging way to 
interact with the communities.

These sessions have so 
far taken place at Burton 

School District 10 holds strategic planning sessions
and Edgewood Elementary 
schools as well as Lucerne, 
and another is planned for 
6 pm on April 12 at Nakusp 
Secondary.

D u b i n s k y  s a i d  t h e 
turnout has been excellent, 
with 15 people turning up 
at Edgewood and 20 at the 
Burton session. Normally, 
a school district would only 
hold one or two gatherings 
for strategic planning, but with 
such a small district they were 
able to get out to just about 
every school, he said.

The evening at Lucerne 
began with a big spread of hors 
d’oeuvres for attendees and 
short speeches by Dubinsky 
and SD 10 Trustee Amanda 
Murphy outlining how the 
activities would proceed. 
Participants then mingled 
around the school, attending 
four different stations. The 
first was focused on the 
current situation in the district, 
another centred around the 
‘community school’ model, a 
third on where they want to see 

the district in an ideal world, 
and the fourth station was 
based around future problems 
the district could face.

“This is your opportunity 
to talk about the things you 
think are going well, the things 
you think you’d like to see and 
the things you think we’ve 
missed,” Murphy told the 
crowd as she prepared them 
for the exercise. “It helps guide 
us to see if we are doing the 
work we need to be doing or 
we need to be changing track.”

Each of these topics 
is meant to help the board 
develop an idea of what future 
problems could be encountered 
by the school district and how 
they would adapt to handle 
them. Dubinsky referenced 
t h e  C O V I D  p a n d e m i c 
as something nobody saw 
coming, but that radically 
changed the way education 
was delivered.

As people went through 
the stat ions,  they were 
encouraged to put up notes 
with their thoughts and ideas. 

Some of these notes contained 
prods for the district, such 
as: “need more support staff 
for special needs students,” 
or worries about “substance 
abuse increase” and “staff 
burnout.” 

Others  had posi t ive 
sentiments, like the note 
saying the district is “at or 
above literacy and numeracy,” 
or the one applauding the 
district for “Indigenous and 
outdoor (education) being 
woven into the curriculum.” 

At another station, Murphy 
led groups in developing some 
ideas further. Her station’s 
remit was to find out what 
an ideal future would look 
like for the school district. 
This brought up the idea that 
students need to develop real-
life skills, such as creating 
a budget. A brainstorming 
session ensued with ideas 
about how that could be taught.

After about 45 minutes of 
attendees circulating through 
the stations, they broke down 
into four small groups to 

discuss the issues that were 
raised.

Gascon said these group 
sessions are where the school 
board has really learned what’s 
on the mind of community 
members. The number one 
issue is academics, he said, 
with many questioning the 
quality of provincial standards 
for reading, writing and 
arithmetic.

“There was a concern 
with the watering down of 

standards,” he said. “That the 
kids weren’t being pushed in 
the basic academics.”

Another big topic was 
the use of technology in 
the classroom, with parents 
concerned about how much 
screen time is necessary, and 
how much is too much. 

For those who cannot 
attend these sessions, the 
district is also going to be 
soliciting feedback online after 
April 13 at sd10.bc.ca.

by Art Joyce
It’s not often that the theme 

of a major motion picture 
touches down locally, but 
that’s just what happened 
recently in Silverton with the 
School of Rock. This time it 
wasn’t the actor Jack Black 
from the movie of that name 
teaching kids how to create 
a rock band but musician 
and audio entrepreneur Jeff 
Bonner, who moved to the 
area from Chilliwack last 
year. After some coaching and 
rehearsing, the band, calling 
itself Spektrum, made their 
debut appearance at the open 
mic night in Silverton’s Slocan 
Lake Arts Centre the evening 
of March 18. (Photo in March 
23 Valley Voice.) 

The band consisted of 
Ruby Zoll, Elvin Padfield, 
Trina Sumrall, Hannah Lisgo 
and Ria Kosling. Bonner, with 
longtime friend and musical 
collaborator Jason Kleiss, spent 
a week teaching the kids drums, 
bass, guitar and vocals. Bonner 
and Kleiss are old hands in the 
music business, with nearly 
three decades of experience. 
Both are singer-songwriters 
with many recordings to their 
credit. Bonner had previously 
taught a similar music course 
called Tractorgrease Music 101 
in Chilliwack, which featured 
instructors from well-known 
BC groups such as 54-40, The 
Odds, Mother Mother, Steve 
Dawson, and Said the Whale. 
Bonner has also recorded 
album tracks by poet-musician 
CR Avery, among others. The 
name Tractorgrease was based 
on his business, which is an 
anagram for ‘great creators.’

“At Tractorgrease 101, I’d 

Jeff Bonner’s School of Rock a hit with local youth
get experienced musicians to 
come in and tutor students,” 
says Bonner. “Here, it’s about 
the accessibility to plug in a 
guitar or a bass or play a drum 
set. The teenagers that came 
out carried us down a path of 
how to write a song and carry 
it to completion. By the end of 
the week, we had them doing 
a song they wrote that week at 
the open mic as well as some 
cover tunes they’d practiced. 
Everyone had played a bit but 
hadn’t performed as a band 
before that week. The idea 
came up at the arts council with 
Trish [Jane] and we talked to 
Katrina at the Summer School 
of Music and then the youth 
centre, so it kind of became a 
collaborative event.”

Bonner is hoping to find 
a rehearsal space for the new 
youth band so they can continue 
their School of Rock in the 
time-honoured way – practice, 
practice, practice. Bonner says 
he’d like to offer the school on 
a regular basis, even expand 
on it. In his view, the more 
people that can learn how to 
record, do live sound, etc., 
the stronger the local musical 
community grows. And that 
can have knock-on effects, as 
a region’s musical reputation 
grows. “It can attract people 
to the area. I’ve seen it happen 
when a music community gets 
strong.” 

Another way of building up 
a local music scene is through 
the once-monthly open mic 
events Bonner hosts at the arts 
centre in Silverton and at the 
Three Lions Pub in Nakusp. 
Here too the music teacher 
in Bonner comes out, as he 
regularly issues songwriters’ 

challenges with a specific song 
theme that musicians are asked 
to write a new song for, to be 
performed at the event. 

“We had one topic on cults 
and six people wrote songs 
about it,” says Bonner. “Then 
the last one we had the theme 
darkness and we had five people 
do songs they’d just written. 
That was the bulk of the open 
mic, all this really cool art that 
had just happened. The next 
theme for April 15 is ‘garden.’”

He foresees the possibility 
of recording an EP of local 
songs as more are written. The 
April 1 Songwriters’ Evening at 

Silverton’s art centre featured 
Bonner, Noel Fudge, Hannah 
Lisgo and Jeff’s old friend 
Joe Matheson, who made a 
special trip from Chilliwack 
to be here. Bonner met many 
such musicians through his 
Tractorgrease Café and live 
music venue, which he ran 
in Chilliwack for eight years 
before pandemic lockdowns 
shut his business down. 

“The continuity chain in 
the music business was broken 
by lockdowns,” he says. 
“Everything was like starting 
new. But at least I got to move 
here to the Slocan Valley!”

by Jan McMurray
T h e  B C  E l e c t o r a l 

Boundaries  Commission 
has published its final report 
with recommendations to 
the Legislative Assembly for 
changing British Columbia’s 
provincial electoral districts.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
recommends changing the name 
of the current Kootenay West 
riding to Kootenay-Monashee, 
and the current Nelson-Creston 
riding to Kootenay Central – with 
some changes in boundaries.

The proposed Kootenay-
Monashee riding includes the 
Slocan River Valley communities 
from the Village of Slocan south, 
as well as Castlegar, Rossland, 
Trail, Fruitvale, Montrose, 
Cherryville and the Monashee 
mountains.

The proposed Kootenay 
Central riding includes Nakusp, 
Kaslo and North Kootenay Lake, 
New Denver, Silverton, Nelson, 
Salmo and Creston.

Trout Lake and Galena 

New provincial ridings 
proposal tabled in legislature

Bay are proposed to join the 
Columbia River-Revelstoke 
riding.

The report is online at bcebc.
ca/final-report/
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SPRING TRAIL 
CREW POSITIONS 

AVAILABLE!
We are looking for an experienced trail crew leader and 
a couple of crew members for May and June 2023.

32 hours p/w over 4 days; pay commensurate with expe-
rience but in the region of $28-$30ph and $22-$25ph.

Opportunities for first aid and chainsaw operating train-
ing.

Please contact us via email at northslocantrailsociety@
hotmail.com for full details.

by Mark Page
The Fauquier Communication 

Centre Society is looking for a new 
president to oversee renovations and 
improvements to the old schoolhouse 
building bought from School District 
10 last year. Long-time president Alan 
Brown resigned the post on March 16 
to care for his aging mother.

“The project is right now at a 
pause,” Brown said. “This would be 
the time for someone else to step in.”

Two other board members quit 
at the same time Brown stepped 
down. Brown has agreed to stay on as 
treasurer and is working with advisors 
from Columbia Basin Trust to help 
recruit more board members. 

The extent of renovations needed 
forced Brown into the role of full-time 
project manager. This became too 
much after his elderly mother began 
dealing with health issues requiring 
daily care.

The structure was built in 1968 
and operated as a school until 2000, 
when it was closed due to enrolment 
decline, according to School District 
10 Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
McLellan.

The Fauquier Communication 
Centre Society rented space in 
the building from the district until 

Fauquier Communication Centre renos on hold while society recruits board members
February 25, 2022, when they bought 
the building from the school district 
for $37,000. They made the purchase 
to qualify for grant money to upgrade 
the facilities, which include plans for 
a new audio and video studio, and a 
virtual reality lab.

The school district now rents 
space from the society to operate the 
Strong Start program in the building.

After the purchase, Brown 
had preliminary studies done on 
the structure by Nelson’s Cover 
Architecture, which said that the most 
pressing need is a new roof, followed 
by heating upgrades, new windows 
and new electrical systems.

“The roof structure has been 
leaking for years,” Brown said.

The building is an old modular 
style structure and Brown said there 
are leaks where the three modular 
pieces meet. The roof also has two 
slanted sections draining onto a 
middle flat section. He says the 
plan will be to build a roof with one 
contiguous slope.

The roof will be the first phase 
of the project, with the electrical, 
heating and window replacements 
coming later.

Asbestos remediation will need to 
be done during renovations whenever 

any walls are cut into. The centre will 
shut down during the asbestos work, 
but the community should otherwise 
still be able to use the building during 
construction.

Renovations are being funded 
through grants, but Brown said they 
still need to raise more money for the 
roof. So far grants have come from 
the RDCK, the Columbia Basin Trust 
and the Nakusp and Area Community 

Forest.
Brown already has a grant to pay 

for the new audiovisual equipment, 
but needs to wait until the construction 
is finished before actually purchasing 
it.

“You don’t want any of that in the 
building until it has been renovated,” 
he said.

The new roof could be put 
up between June and December, 

according to the timeframe that 
was given to Brown from Cover 
Architecture. This is assuming they 
find a new president to replace Brown 
and manage the project. 

Despite the shake-up of the board, 
Brown believes there is enough drive 
to get the renovations and upgrades 
done.

“We are committed to seeing this 
through,” he said.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The person who coordinates 
support for people forced from their 
homes by fire and other emergencies 
in the Nakusp area says people have a 
lot of misconceptions about the work 
she does.

“People don’t understand what 
a reception centre is and how it is 
run,” Marilyn Gustafson told Nakusp 
politicians at the March 23 meeting 
of Village council. “It’s strictly for 
evacuees, and all we do is registration 
and referrals—we might offer snacks 
and coffee.”

The Emergency Support Services 
director for Area K-Nakusp said 
during the massive 2021 fire season, 
which forced the evacuation of 
Edgewood and Fauquier, many people 
came to the centre thinking it a catch-
all resource during an emergency. 
That’s something it’s not designed 
for, she said.

Gustafson came to council asking 
for support for her application for a 

Nakusp emergency services lead seeks more support
community grant from the RDCK. 
She is asking for $3,000 for new 
shelving for the office area and 
secure filing cabinets for sensitive 
documents. 

But she says the grant she’s 
applying for will only do so much 
– that local governments have to 
recognize that with environmental 
disasters becoming more frequent, 
the job will have to be made more 
permanent.

“I’m seeing that this position 
would need to be paid at some point, 
even a minimal amount,” she told 
councillors. “It’s really difficult to find 
volunteers… that recruitment process 
is difficult.”

While she has found one 31-year-
old to fill in a position, “you can’t 
recruit someone at that age and not 
say there’s any money involved, it 
just doesn’t work that way nowadays. 
People need that support.”

The ESS director also told council 
the job takes an enormous amount of 
personal time and resources – she puts 

in about 12 hours weekly in volunteer 
time coordinating services, and uses 
her own laptop and other supplies to 
get the job done.

Gustafson says a webinar held 
locally last November revealed a 
need for better coordination and 
understanding about agencies’ roles 
during an emergency. She’d like to see 
a task force formed to clear up those 
misunderstandings sooner than later.

“I see there’s a lack of our working 
together with all agencies,” she told 
council. “…I want to get those 
discussions now, in time, so that when 
something does happen, we’ve already 
built those relationships with people 
and know who does what.”

Gustafson also plans to hold an 
open house in early May to promote 
personal emergency preparedness, 
this time focussing on seniors. She 
asked council for permission to use 
the Seniors’ Hall for the event. 

Council received Gustafson’s 
presentation as information and will 
consider the request at its next meeting.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Police in Nakusp are crediting 
support from locals for their arrest 
of one of British Columbia’s most 
wanted criminals recently.

RCMP detachment head Tom 
Gill says RCMP received a report on 
March 25 that Robin Bousquet was 
staying at a residence in the Fauquier 
area, a community south of Nakusp. 
He had been spotted on numerous 
occasions around the area.

The 47-year-old had breached 
his parole conditions and was wanted 

Nakusp RCMP nab one of Canada’s most wanted
for ‘resisting or obstructing a police 
officer.’ Vernon RCMP had warned 
earlier this year he “should be 
considered violent” as they searched 
for the man in the North Okanagan 
area. 

“On the morning of March 27, 
after receiving confirmation that 
Bousquet was just spotted in the 
Fauquier area, members attended 
the residence where Bousquet was 
believed to be staying,” Gill reports. 
“Bousquet was located in the residence 
along with another individual.”

 Gills says the man was arrested 

without incident and transported 
to the cells at the Nakusp RCMP 
detachment.  He’ll be returned to 
a federal correctional facility to 
serve out the remaining sentence, 
as he failed to live up to his release 
conditions. 

“The general public within the 
Nakusp RCMP detachment area 
over the last few weeks have been 
instrumental in assisting the members 
in their ability to locate and arrest 
offenders for serious offences,” says 
Gill. “Members are very appreciative 
for their assistance.” 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents  of  Nakusp who 
needed prescriptions filled were left 
scrambling for a few days this week 
when the town pharmacy was forced to 
suddenly close last Friday, March 31.

A Stop Work Order  f rom 
WorkSafeBC was posted to the 
door of the Nakusp PharmaChoice, 
indicating the pharmacy was closed 
over concerns about possible asbestos 
contamination.

It cited “potential spread of 
asbestos containing dust/debris 
into worksite from below adjoining 
worksite undergoing demolition/
renovation work” as the cause for 
closing the store.

The operator of the PharmaChoice 
said the problem stemmed from work 
on the heating system in the building’s 
basement.

“Dust from our old HVAC 

Potential asbestos forces Nakusp pharmacy to close for a few days
system entered the pharmacy through 
some floor vents while it was being 
dismantled last week,” said Troy Clark 
of Nakusp PharmaChoice. “The staff 
was concerned about the dust so we 
are having it tested today (Monday, 
April 2).”

The pharmacy was expected to 
reopen on Tuesday, if given the all-
clear.

In the meantime, patients needing 
medications were being directed to the 
pharmacies in New Denver, Kaslo and 
Castlegar.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A year ago, a new regional park in 
Krestova wasn’t on John Bullock’s – or 
anyone’s radar. Today, a new regional 
park has opened at the southern end 
of the Slocan Valley that fills him 
with joy.

“I am full of gratitude for our 
fundraising team, many volunteers, 
donations from small businesses, 
corporate support and hundreds of 
individuals and families,” says Bullock, 
who chaired the effort to raise money to 
buy the land for the property. “What a 
powerful illustration of community and 

New regional park opens in Krestova
local government working together. 
Together we accomplish great results.”

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay announced the “soft opening” 
of the Krestova Regional Park on 
Saturday, April 1. The 55-hectare park 
is located off Krestova Road in the 
Pass Creek area, and is the second-
largest park in the regional government 
system.

The park was acquired last fall 
when the RDCK purchased the private 
land with the help of the Krestova 
Park Fundraising Committee. When 
the property came up for sale, the 
community group had just six weeks 

to meet a goal of raising $475,000 
towards the $875,000 total cost. It 
was done through a combination of 
Community Development Grants and 
private donations.

“We are excited for the public 
to continue to access this park as an 
outdoor recreation area and a place 
for residents to enjoy the historic and 
cultural attributes of the property,” said 
Walter Popoff, RDCK Electoral Area 
H Director. “This day wouldn’t have 
been possible without the efforts of the 
Krestova Park Fundraising Committee, 
who worked so hard to ensure we could 
create a community park.”

The park, while the newest, is also 
still very much bare-bones. There are 
as yet no designated parking, toilets, or 
interpretive and wayfinding signage. 
Park visitors must stay on existing 
roads and trails, which are still not 
routinely maintained. As well, because 
the park is in the Agricultural Land 
Reserve, motorized vehicles are not 
allowed.

But Bullock says it’s been a 
treasure of the Krestova community 
for years, and others will soon learn 
to appreciate.

“I believe individuals and families 
visiting this park for the first time will 

be astonished by its natural beauty. 
There are open walking trails, granite 
hills to climb and deep balkas/bowls 
to explore,” he told the Valley Voice. 
“Krestova residents will now welcome 
all people who respect and cherish this 
land, now officially set aside as park 
land for generations to come.”

Over the next few years, officials 
will work with the community to plan 
what activities and amenities will be 
available at the park.

This is the 27th regional park in the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay, 
increasing the amount of RDCK 
parkland to a total of 580 hectares.

submitted
Two local businesses and one 

local non-profit organization made 
winning pitches for the Kootenay 
Rockies Accessible Tourism ‘Spark’ 
Program. They were each awarded a 
$3,000 seed grant and mentorship to 
help them get started with their new 
accessible tourism ideas.

‘Spark’ program sparks ideas for local accessible tourism projects
Endless Adventure in Crescent 

Valley, Happy Through Nature 
Glamping in Summit Lake, and the 
Kootenay Adaptive Sport Association 
out of Nakusp were the three winners 
of the ‘Spark’ program.

Endless Adventure offers rafting, 
SUP and kayak tours and courses. 
“We have encountered guests with 
accessibility challenges in the past 
and felt like we were rewriting the 
procedures each time,” says owner 
Chris Ryman. “We would like to 
provide consistent services that 
cater to the accessibility tourism 
market, including protocols and 
tools, enhanced changing areas and 
improved wheelchair ramps and 

access areas.”
Happy Through Nature aims to 

offer two to three glamping/camping 
sites that can be utilized by anyone 
and everyone. “It is important to us 
to provide an inclusive, supportive, 
and welcoming environment,” said 
co-owners Sarah McNicoll and Josh 
Pearson. “People will be allowed to 
bring their pets or service animals 
because they are part of the family 
too!”

Happy Through Nature wants 
to create a space where guests can 
experience nature, see wildlife, and 
have access to beautiful Summit 
Lake, near Nakusp, without having 
to do all the work of setting up a 

campsite.
Kootenay Adaptive Sport 

Association (KASA) is a non-profit 
association based in Nakusp but that 
works far and wide to advocate for 
and facilitates outdoor adventure for 
all. They host clinics, retreats, camps, 
and events, mainly on adaptive 
mountain biking. “Our new idea 
is to start opening ‘hubs’ in select 
communities across BC and in this 
case, Fernie,” says Mike Riediger, 
Executive Director of KASA. “KASA 
will partner with existing operators in 
the area who offer mountain biking, 
hiking and fishing guiding, and we’ll 
offer our expertise in specialized 
equipment and/or training. We want 

to start delivering outdoor experiences 
to persons with disabilities that are 
just like everyone else’s experiences.”

Seven ‘Spark’ applications were 
received, with the top five being 
invited to present their new tourism 
ideas at the virtual Pitch Session held 
on March 29. Judge panels of local 
partner representatives and tourism 
innovators from outside the region 
selected the three winning applicants.

The Kootenay Rockies Accessible 
Tourism ‘Spark’ Mentorships & Grants 
Program is a collaborative partnership 
initiative between Destination British 
Columbia, the Kootenay Rockies 
Tourism Association, and the Tourism 
Innovation Lab.

Youth invited 
to JackTalk on 
mental health
submitted

WE Graham Community Service 
Society will be hosting a JackTalk 
and pizza dinner April 28 at 4 pm 
at the Junction Church in Playmor.

JackTalk presentations are 
through Jack.org, a non-profit, 
youth-led organization that is 
revolutionizing youth mental health 
across Canada. On April 28 at 4 pm, 
youth 12-18 years of age are invited 
for a one-hour JackTalk. Trained and 
certified JackTalk presenters will 
share their own experiences with 
mental health challenges. They will 
also introduce language and tools to 
improve youths’ understanding of 
mental health issues and to improve 
the mental health landscape of our 
community.

Using the ‘be there for yourself’ 
and ‘be there for each other’ approach, 
Jack.org also promotes community 
connection for the maintenance 
of health and well-being. To show 
youth that our community is invested 
in their mental health, community 
businesses and stakeholders have 
donated many door prizes to show 
their commitment to youth mental 
health and to entice youth to attend 
this fun and informative event. 

WEGCSS will provide pizza 
after the talk, and door prizes range 
from lift tickets for the 2023-2024 
ski season, nine-hole golf vouchers, 
gift cards, movie theatre tickets and 
other cool swag! If you would like 
to donate a door prize to show your 
support, please contact Aimee at 
youthmentalhealth@wegcss.org or 
Alison at 250-355-2484.

WEGCSS is hoping to reach 
as many youths as possible with 
this valuable knowledge and 
modelling of youth advocacy work, 
and to highlight what an amazing 
community we have. We hope you 
will encourage the youth in your 
life to attend.
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The Slocan Valley TV Society 
is holding their AGM on 

Sunday April 23rd at 2 pm. 
The meeting will be held at the 
Slocan Park Community Hall.

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Call for Tender
The North Slocan Trails Society is seeking to 

hire an experienced trail building contracting firm 
to build a 2km feature trail on a decommissioned 
logging road on Ranch Ridge above Rosebery. 

Details on the project will be available by 
contacting us with an expression of interest at:

northslocantrailsociety@hotmail.com.

by Art Joyce
To those of us of a certain 

generation, going to summer camp 
was a rite of passage, maybe the first 
time we were allowed to be away 
from home without our parents. For 
some, the experience was the stuff 
of fond memories, for others, a time 

Rika Ruebsaat to launch book of summer camp stories
best forgotten. But for author Rika 
Ruebsaat, summer camp still retains 
a warm glow many decades later.

Ruebsaat will launch her new 
book, My Paddle’s Keen and Bright, 
a collection of summer camp stories, 
at New Denver’s Knox Hall Saturday, 
April 15 at 2 pm. Come prepared for 
an old-fashioned singalong of old 
campfire songs. For the book, she 
interviewed more than 50 people 
who went to camp between 1940 
and 2001.

“I loved summer camp so much 
that as a kid I used to start packing 
for camp in April,” recalls Ruebsaat. 
“New Denver holds a special place in 
my heart because that’s where I went 
to summer camp from 1957 to 1961.” 

Ruebsaat was part of a German 
immigrant family who made their 
home in Canada following World 
War II, so for Rika and her siblings, 
summer camp was also a kind of 
crash course in what it meant to 
become a Canadian. The Ruebsaat 
family settled in the West Kootenay, 
living in Nelson and Castlegar. Her 
brother Norbert Ruebsaat, who 
retired to New Denver and passed 
away last year, wrote about his 
childhood in the Kootenays in his 
memoir In Other Words. What local 
residents may not remember is that 
New Denver had its own summer 
camp, “an Anglican Church camp 
located on the old homestead just 
north of town right on the lake near 
the golf course,” Ruebsaat recalls. 
So it’s not hard to see where the 
inspiration for the book came from. 

“A number of years ago, my 
husband Jon Bartlett and I happened 
to be talking about summer camps, 
and I may have waxed eloquent about 
how much I had loved going to Camp 
Galilee, the Anglican Church camp 
on Slocan Lake just north of New 
Denver that I attended in the late 
’50s and early ’60s. We talked about 
the many layers of summer camp 
– religious, psychological, social, 
political, etc. – and how seminal the 
camp experience can be. At some 

point during the conversation one 
of us said, ‘Hey, this would make a 
good topic for a book.’”

Fortunately, Ruebsaat had 
already developed a relationship 
with her publisher, New Star Books, 
with her first book co-authored with 
Bartlett, Soviet Princeton: Slim 
Evans and the 1932-33 Miners’ 
Strike, published in 2015. New 
Star has as part of its mandate the 
publication of books on local history 
and culture, so her new book fit in 
with that goal. 

Ruebsaat said the summer camp 
stories she got from people were 
mostly positive, though for some, 
camp was a so-so experience and 
others couldn’t wait to get home 
from camp. For one man, who 
attended Camp Elphinstone during 
World War II, camp “rescued him 
from an alcoholic, dysfunctional 
family and taught him things that 
served him throughout his life.” 
For some children, being away 
from the family was too much, too 
soon. “Helen,” who spent the whole 
summer at Camp Northwood in 
the Adirondacks in the 1940s said, 
“Camp was my first time away from 
home. It felt horrible – I had horrible 
homesickness.” 

As for summer camps still 
being tenable in the 21st century, 
Ruebsaat addresses this point in 
her chapter, ‘Ain’t What it used to 
Be.’ In BC during the 20th century, 
most of the camps were run by 
Christian-oriented organizations 
like the YMCA, Boy Scouts or 
Girl Guides. As church attendance 
has plummeted, many mainstream 
churches such as the Anglican, 

United and Catholic have had to shut 
down and sell church buildings and 
properties, as happened recently with 
historic United churches in Princeton, 
Silverton and New Denver. 

“There are still summer camps 
but with urban sprawl, summer 
homes and skyrocketing land prices, 
the pressure on camps is great,” 
says Ruebsaat. “Summer camps 

are generally located on scenic 
shorelines ideal for vacation homes 
so a huge number of them are 
now privately owned. This is what 
happened to my beloved Camp 
Galilee in New Denver.”

My Paddle’s Keen and Bright 
will be available at the book launch, 
and will be stocked at Raven’s Nest 
in New Denver.

For author Rika Ruebsaat, summer camp still retains a warm glow many decades later.

submitted
What is the role of poetry in times 

of crisis? That’s a central question for 
author and poet Sean Arthur Joyce, 
who will launch his new book of 
poems, Blue Communion, during 
April – national Poetry Month 
in Canada. Joyce will be touring 
the West Kootenay and Chilcotin 
regions of BC, with a book launch 
Friday, April 14, 7 pm, at Silverton’s 
Slocan Lake Arts Centre, sponsored 
by the Slocan Lake Arts Council. 
This special event will feature guest 
musicians Jon Burden, Jody Cliff 
and Paul Gibbons providing musical 
texture for the poems. This will be 
the only event on the tour to feature 
musical accompaniment. 

“I’ve always said poetry is the 
most spiritual of the arts,” says Joyce. 
“In times of crisis, often it’s poetry 
people turn to for comfort or clarity.” 

It was reported during the height 
of the pandemic that young people 
were seeking out books of poetry in 
record numbers. This might seem 
odd when so many other forms of 
media exist to distract people from 
their troubles. But lockdowns led 
to soaring rates of depression and 
substance abuse, and sometimes 
mere distraction isn’t enough to 
fill the void. As the Young Poets 
Network explained: “For many, 
reading and writing poetry has 
always had mental health benefits. 

Author Sean Arthur Joyce to launch new book of poems
In the creative act of writing down 
how you’re feeling… you can also 
begin to process the emotions in the 
poem, and eventually your feelings 
won’t hold so much sway over you.” 

Joyce took this idea to heart, 
assigning himself the task of writing 
poems about his experience of 
the pandemic in a limited-edition 
collection titled Diary of a Pandemic 
Year ,  published in 2021. He 
also grappled with the political 
implications of the crisis in the 
poems, inspired by Daniel Defoe’s 
classic, A Journal of the Plague Year, 
describing London’s experience of 
the 1665 bubonic plague. 

“It was the best way I knew to 
cope with the sense of oppression 
and the confusing swirl of emotions 
I was dealing with at the time,” 
recalls Joyce. 

B l u e  C o m m u n i o n  s h i f t s 
perspective from the pandemic to 
our troubled relationship with the 
environment. In an attempt to bridge 
the gap between humans and our 
wild animal cousins, he tries to see 
the world through their eyes. Joyce’s 
natural starting point is empathy, 
imagining the post-climate-change 
world from the perspective not only 
of bears, hummingbirds, crows and 
sparrows, but of our less glamorous 
cousins in nature such as insects. 

Roger Lewis, Professor Emeritus 
of English Literature, Acadia 

University, writes of Joyce’s poetry: 
“Joyce has already distinguished 
himself as a poet of great range, 
brilliant technique and musical 
qualities. His poetry is always 
striking, structured and memorable.” 

The author will also appear at the 
Trail Public Library on April 11 at 4 
pm, at Notably Books in Nelson May 
3, 7 pm, the Nakusp Library on May 
4, 7 pm, in addition to three dates in 
the Chilcotin-Cariboo region.  

Blue Communion  can be 
purchased at Raven’s Nest in New 
Denver, Otter Books and Notably 
Books in Nelson, or ordered online 
at: www.ekstasiseditions.com 
Joyce’s books are also available at 
Eurythmy Studio and Bookstore in 
Kaslo. Visit the author’s website at 
www.seanarthurjoyce.ca.

Art Joyce has a new book of poetry.
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801A Front Street, Nelson
CELEBRATING 20 

YEARS
in business!

SPRING TIRE SALE

Looking for Red Seal auto 
mechanic

Willing to pay top dollar 
and benefits

oktirenelson@hotmail.com • 250-505-5115

Bill Becker
June 5, 1934 – 

March 21, 2023
In loving memory
The Bill Becker family 

would like to announce the 
passing of Earle William 
Edward Becker (Bill) on 
March 21, 2023. He left 

behind to mourn his wife of 57 years, Joyce Becker, and sons 
Ian (wife Teina), Bill (wife Elisa), and Mike (wife Kim); 
grandchildren Tori, Kaden, Brynne, Alex, and Nick. Today 
we say goodbye, but we can still hear your laugh. No service 
or memorial will be held, by request.

by Mark Page
The Ski and Snowboard 

t e a m  f r o m  N a k u s p 
Secondary School performed 
exceptionally well in the 
provincial championships 
held at Sun Peaks February 
28-March 1. International 
student Nico Kautzky won a 
gold medal for snowboarding 
in the giant slalom race, while 
the girls snowboard team 
placed fourth and the girls ski 
team placed tenth overall.

About 400 secondary 
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  f r o m 
throughout the province 
competed in both individual 
and team races during the 
event. 

The NSS girls snowboard 
team won the Terrain Giant 
Slalom race, though no 
medal is given for that event. 
Medals are awarded based on 
combined results from that 
race and the regular giant 
slalom. The team came in 
fourth after this combination. 

Q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  t h e 
provincial championships 
was based on performance at 
zone competitions. Kautzky 
won gold for the Kootenay 
Zone at Kicking Horse Resort. 
The girls snowboard team also 
won gold at that competition, 
while the girls ski team won 
silver.

There is no boys ski team 
at NSS currently. There is a 

Nakusp Secondary Ski and Snowboard team does well at provincials
boys snowboard team, but 
they didn’t qualify at the zone 
competitions to move on to 
the provincials.

Girls snowboard team 
members are Lexus Coates, 
Alanna Minchin, Dharia 
Phillipson, Rowan Vibe-
Coleman and Vanesa Sing.

Girls ski team members 
are Livia Hibberson, Kate 
Watt, Vanesa Sing, Sophia 
Ballard, Aubrey Humphries 
and Emily Hembling.

Students travelled to the 
event with Nakusp Secondary 
Vice-Principal and Learning 
Support  Teacher Jaime 
Sing and their coaches. The 
snowboard coaches are Noel 
Ballard and Carly Cotton. The 
ski team coaches are Adam 
McQuair, Ben Dolhane and 
Dease Hembling.

Kautzky is from Austria 
and part of the international 
program that School District 
10 partners in with School 
District 8. He is here attending 
school and living with a local 
family for a half school-
year. The family of Alanna 
Minchin, from the girl’s 
snowboard team, is hosting 
him for the duration of his 
time at NSS.

According to Sing, the 
17-year-old Kautzky had 
never even raced before this 
winter.

“He’s a very talented 

snowboarding athlete for 
sure,” she said.

His win was the fastest 
time in an event field with 
almost 100 competitors. The 
combined time for his two 
runs was 2:00.3, besting his 
nearest competitor by 1.7 
seconds.

SD 10 Superintendent 
Peter Dubinsky told the 
Valley Voice that he thought 
it was “really cool” to see 
Kautzky assimilating into 
the community in this way 
by participating in sports at a 
high level. 

S i n g  p r a i s e d  t h e 
determination of the whole 
NSS ski and snowboard team 
for their ability to overcome 
competition from larger 
schools with more resources, 
particularly as the program 
relies on the tiny Summit 
Lake Ski and Snowboard Area 
while other schools have huge 
resorts to practice at.

“They pushed themselves 
throughout the season and 
they held themselves to a high 
standard,” she said. “We have 
a small, locally supported ski 
hill and are racing against big 
programs.”

With only one of the girls 
on the ski and snowboard 
teams graduating next year 
and many of them in grade 
9, the future is bright for 
Nakusp Secondary’s ski and 

snowboard program.
“We have a really young 

team,” Sing said. “Lots of 
potential.”

As an in ternat ional 
student, Kautzky will of 
course not be back next 
season.

Dubinsky  sa id  tha t 
s tuden t s  f rom Nakusp 
Secondary School have 
outperformed expectations 
many times in the past.

“Nakusp Secondary has a 
long history for a small size,” 
he said. “They pump out crazy 
sports teams.” 

Gold Medal Winner Nico Kautzky 

NSS girls ski team: Aubrey Humphries, Emily Hembling, Kate Watt, Vanesa Sing, Sophia Ballard, Livia Hibberson.

Nico Kautzky with the NSS girls snowboard team: Vanesa Sing, Alanna Minchin, Dharia Phillipson, Carly Cotton (coach), 
Lexus Coates, Rowan Vibe-Coleman, Noel Ballard (coach).
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Kate Holly 
Hosey

October 9, 1978  - 
March 17, 2023

A soul shaped by the places 
she graced and the people she 
met, Kate left an indelible mark 
everywhere she trod in the world.

Her infectious smile, her 
oneness with nature, her unerring 
positivity, passion and drive 
became a source of inspiration to 
everyone she met and many she 
didn’t.

Each day as the sun rises and kisses the mountain tops and bathes the 
valleys, her presence will be felt by all who knew and loved her.

Online condolences may be sent to Kate’s family through her obituary 
at www.hindmandbowersfuneralhome.com 

submitted
Another year is winding down 

for the Valhalla Hill Nordic Ski Club. 
It was a season with early snow and 
then a February boost in snowpack 
that has a few skiers still using the 

The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club had another great season.

Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club wraps up for the season
trails maintained by Valhalla Hills 
into April. 

The Rosebery Bonanza Summit 
trail’s groomed section saw more 
use this year than prior years and 
the Valhalla Hills Nordic area along 

Highway 6 saw its biggest user days 
on Saturdays, with 32 kids in its 
Jack Rabbit and Bunnies youth ski 
program. 

The parking lot enlargement, 
funded by Columbia Basin Trust and 

the RDCK Community Development 
Fund, allowed for enough space for 
every vehicle to park on the busier 
days. The trails never feel crowded, 
and the skiers and wildlife continue 
to coexist well.

The normally quiet trails were 
filled with skiers on two very busy 
days recently, with the end-of-season 
snow party for the youth program 
kids and two weeks later a Ski Cross 
Race. 

On March 11, the kids showed 
up in costume for the snow party. 
They moved between progressive 
stations, with the favourite being 
skier bowling for cardboard box 
piles. A smokies feast topped off 
the event. 

The second busy day was March 
25, when Valhalla Hills Nordic 
hosted its third annual Ski Cross 
Race. This year, a van load of 
Black Jack Ski Club kids joined 
the Valhalla Hills kids to race the 
challenging 2.5-kilometre timed 
circuit. The circuit includes steep 
climbs, jumps, slaloms, drops and 
riding over bumps. It is looking 
like this event will have a bigger 
attendance next year.

During this year’s racing season, 
there were a few showings by skier 
Padraigh Hawksbee at Track Attack 
Championships, Ayla Kipkie at BC 
Winter Games and Jadon Wiebe 
at the Kootenay Cup in Nelson. 
Valhalla Hills has seen one of its 
skiers progress to the highest levels 
in Nordic ski racing. Kolibri Drobish 
has been racing NCAA for Northern 
Michigan University on the south 
shore of Lake Superior. In addition 
to racing collegiate races, she raced 
US Nationals and some of the US 
Super Tour races. She will be home 
part of the summer training diligently 
and working.

The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski 
Club wishes to thank those who 
contributed their time working on 
the parking and trail additions last 
fall and the parents and coaches that 
volunteered their time to inspire 
youth in outdoor winter play and skill 
development.
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submitted
The board of the Slocan Valley 

Housing Society considers itself lucky to 
have Joyce Johnson as its administrator 
and manager of the affordable Passmore 
Lodge for seniors in the valley.  

“With Joyce’s work to increase air 

Passmore Lodge Administrator Joyce Johnson with a heat pump on one side and an inefficient old air conditioner on the other. The old air 
conditioners are being replaced with heat pumps.

Energy efficiency for Passmore Seniors’ Lodge
quality, monitoring, energy efficiency 
and cooling in the building, we think the 
seniors will really begin to enjoy these 
improvements,” said Sally Mackenzie, 
president of the society.

Johnson has been on a mission 
over the past two years to upgrade 

the 24-year-old building’s heating, 
ventilation and cooling systems. The 
heat dome of 2021 accentuated the 
need to make some changes to ensure 
the health and safety of the seniors who 
lived there.

Heat pumps have now been installed 

for each of the 10 apartments. They 
help cool rooms in the summer and add 
heat to them in the winter. And they use 
less electricity than old window and 
punched-through air conditioning units, 
which will be removed. Insulation was 
also improved throughout the whole 
length of the building’s roof.

Three heat-recovery units were 
also replaced in the common areas, 
to improve the ventilation system, air 
quality and energy efficiency. As well, 
four large on-demand hot water heaters 
that service the building were replaced 

with more energy-efficient versions.
Johnson coordinated and drove 

the improvements, and the society is 
most thankful for her work. It also 
wants to thank and acknowledge that 
none of this would have been possible 
without the support of the Columbia 
Basin Trust’s Energy Retrofit Program, 
the assistance of the Community 
Housing Transformation Centre’s Green 
Kickstarter grant to help with the heat 
pumps, and BC Non-Profit Housing 
Association’s Asset Management Team 
helping with the building’s energy audit.

submitted
Spring is just around the corner. 

The snow is melting, birds are singing 
and Kaslo’s keen gardeners are eager to 
get planting. 2023 will be a monumental 
year for Kaslo’s Community Garden, as 
all 25 annual plot allotments are already 

Kaslo’s Community Garden reopens April 8.

Kaslo’s Community Garden reopens in April
leased out! The garden’s official opening 
and orientation will be Saturday April 8 
at 1:30 pm. Renew your 2023 garden 
membership for $5 – your annual 
membership fee gives you access to 
informative workshops, and allows you 
to deposit your kitchen scraps in our 

compost and harvest the ‘help yourself’ 
plots full of healthy vegetables and herbs.

The garden working party meets 
weekly, Monday mornings (weather 
permitting), and welcomes volunteers. 
Grow your own organic food, connect 
and learn with like-minded people and 
beat the rising cost of living! 

For more information, pop into 
Kaslo’s Community Garden, 100 
Washington Street or visit www.
kaslogarden.blogspot.com for latest 
news and events. Happy gardening, 
Kaslo! 
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In Loving 
Memory of 

Robert (Bob) 
Martens

January 26, 1956 - 
March 8, 2023

We are saddened by the sudden 
passing of Bob Martens on March 
8, 2023. Bob was a very gentle and 

kind man. He was always ready with a smile and when you became his 
friend, you had a friend for life. 

He will be missed by those who knew and loved him.
Bob is survived by his brother, Tim Martens, of Quesnel, BC and his 

sister, Shannon Offerman, of Nakusp, BC, his niece Hilary and nephews 
Gabe, Jace, Justice and his many other relatives.

Bob will be laid to rest beside his parents in Keremeos, BC. In lieu of 
flowers, donations to your local food bank would be greatly appreciated.

submitted
These days when you go to the 

grocery store, you leave with less 
food for more money. It’s gotten out 
of control. This fact has many folks 
here in the West Kootenay thinking 
seriously about food security. Sunday, 
April 16 at 4 pm at Knox Hall in New 
Denver, everyone present will have a 
chance to get right down to figuring 
out what to do about it.

This discussion is entitled: ‘Food 
Security in the West Kootenays: How 
do we get there? Is it even possible?’ 
With four excellent presenters, and 
the accumulated knowledge of 
everyone who attends, this promises 
to be an informative and exciting 
event.

The presenters are Mick Wilson, 
Paula Shandro, Madrone Timothy 
Fenton and Patrick Steiner. They 
will share their expertise, hopes 
and insights, and there will be lots 
of opportunity for questions and 
discussion.

Mick is of course a familiar 
face to residents of New Denver. 
He and his wife Ruth grow organic 
produce at Earthly Pleasures, just 
outside the village. He has been the 
anchor farmer at the New Denver 
Friday Market for many years, his 
cheerful presence always a pleasure, 
and his offerings are a welcome 
addition to many local tables. He is 

Mick Wilson of Earthly Pleasures Farm will speak at a food security discussion event at New Denver’s Knox Hall on April 16. Wilson is a regular 
vendor at New Denver’s Friday Market.

Let’s talk about feeding ourselves
dedicated to growing good food, and 
to encouraging others to do so. Not 
only does he farm, he is active with 
the Fireweed Hub and the Healthy 
Community Society. He says, “I am 
thinking that maybe what we need to 
get happening is something like the 
Victory Gardens during World War II. 
It would be great if people grew more 
of their own food.” He is generous 
with his knowledge, and has been 
involved in small-scale farming and 
market gardening for nearly 30 years.

Paula Shandro has dedicated 
much of her life to working with 
people and food, and is the hands-on 
manager of the New Denver Friday 
Market. Now she is co-president 
of the Silverton Cowork Society 
(SCS), parent organization of the 
Fireweed Hub, and in this capacity, 
she will be addressing this gathering. 
Much anticipated, the food hub and 
cowork space will soon be operating 
in downtown New Denver, in the 
old Merkley Building, former home 
of Rory’s on Main and the Village 
Hearth. Among other uses, the 
society says, “The space will allow 
aspiring food producers, chefs and 
bakers to rent a certified commercial 
kitchen with seating areas available 
both inside and outside. Sharing the 
space and its equipment means that 
the costs can be borne by many, 
which will be very helpful for small 

operations, startups and part-time 
endeavours.” The proponents are 
excited to have this opportunity to 
talk with the public about how their 
operation will work to enhance food 
security in the region. Shandro will 
also touch on the history of food 
production in the area.

Madrone Timothy Fenton is the 
livestock manager at White Crow 
Farm in the lower Slocan Valley, 
with a focus on regenerative grazing 
with soil health and biodiversity 
as the core value of the production 
system. He breeds bioregionally 
adapted livestock and breeds and 
trains working dogs and horses. He 
has a remarkable array of ways he 
has figured out how to survive raising 

animals in this region.
Patrick Steiner is another person 

well-known for his work with 
growing food. He spent 20 years 
farming and running an organic seed 
company, Stellar Seeds. Currently, 
Patrick works as the food security 
coordinator for Kaslo Community 
Services Society. He is responsible 
for operating their Harvest Share 
Food Recovery Program, administers 
the Kaslo Saturday Market, works 
at the North Kootenay Lake Food 
Cupboard and organizes a variety 
of other food-related programming 
such as a culinary tool library, 
educational workshops and more. 
He also serves as the president of 
the board of Central Kootenay Food 

Policy Council.
Of course, the most important 

participants are the rest of the people 
in the room, who will hopefully bring 
a wealth of knowledge, curiosity and 
enthusiasm to the circle. This means 
you. This event is a wonderful chance 
to spend time with knowledgeable 
like-minded people and to help 
create and sustain a healthy and self-
sufficient way of life in this beautiful 
part of the world.

Participants who are limber 
enough to sit on the floor are 
encouraged to bring cushions. 
Everyone is asked to bring their 
own bowl and fork if they can, as the 
plan is to have local food for snacks.

Bon appetit!
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self-isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Spring is here! Now Open 5 days a week: Tue–Sat, 11a–4p (or later) • Spring/
Summer ‘23 eco-fashions are here from the Valley’s Nomads Hemp Wear and 
Montreal’s Abaka • Our ANIÁN sale continues for a limited time with all shirts, 
sweaters & coats still 20–30% off • We’ve recently added new Klippan blankets 
from Sweden and colourful beeswax candles from Kaslo’s Honey Candles • As 
always we’ve got the best in Canadian eco-fashion, awesome books, beautiful 
jewelry, great gifts, quality cards & much more. Thanks for shopping locally – 
we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • RavensNestBC.com • Facebook 
& Instagram •
Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

by Jan McMurray
The Colville Confederated Tribes 

(CCT) say they are not planning a 
referendum on Sinixt recognition.

“I can confirm that neither the 
CCT (Colville Confederated Tribes) 
nor the Sinixt Confederacy are 
involved in any referendum for 
Sinixt recognition, as the Sinixt are 
now recognized as an Aboriginal 
Peoples of Canada as a result of 
the Supreme Court of Canada’s 
decision in R v. Desautel,” said 
Jarred Erickson, chair of the CCT 
and Sinixt Confederacy.

The possibility of a referendum 
was mentioned in a recent letter 
to MP Richard Cannings from 
Marilyn James of the Autonomous 
Sinixt. In the letter, James said 
that the Autonomous Sinixt had 
heard that the Colville Confederated 
Tribes (CCT) was planning to hold a 
referendum on the matter in Nelson 
in May this year.

James hand-delivered the letter 
to Cannings at a meeting with 
him on February 21, where they 
discussed “the extinction status and 

No referendum planned for Sinixt recognition
the work required toward receiving 
recognition,” according to a press 
release issued by the Autonomous 
Sinixt. The press release also 
indicates that James provided the 
MP with many more signatures on 
a petition asking for the reversal of 
the declaration of the extinction of 
the Sinixt for the purposes of the 
Indian Act. 

MP Cannings has submitted 
petitions on this issue to parliament 
four times before, in 2018, twice in 
2019 and in 2020.

Erickson, however, says neither 
the CCT nor the Sinixt Confederacy 
support recognition for the Sinixt 
under the Indian Act, “which is 
widely acknowledged by many 
groups, including the Assembly 
of First Nations and the Native 
Women’s Association of Canada, 
to perpetuate racism, sexism and 
classism, and we share the view that 
it should be completely abolished by 
the federal government as a relic of 
a bygone colonial era.”

Erickson indicates that the CCT 
and Sinixt Confederacy are satisfied 

with recognition of the Sinixt as 
Aboriginal Peoples of Canada as a 
result of the Desautel hunting rights 
case. 

However, the Desautel case 
did not overturn Sinixt extinction, 
according to the Autonomous Sinixt 
website.

“As a result of this case, 
people who are enrolled as Lakes 
in the Colville Confederated 
Tribes in Washington State have a 
constitutionally-protected right to 
hunt as a non-resident without a 
licence in BC. This is a very, very 
long way from re-establishing a Band 
for purposes of the Indian Act. Sinixt 
are still extinct in the same way they 
were before this case, although it is 
a toe in the door to recognition. No 
rights to the land itself were affirmed, 
only rights to use the land.”

The Autonomous Sinixt website 
explains that if an Indigenous group 
doesn’t have band status under 
the Indian Act, the group is not 
eligible for several sources of both 
government and non-government 
funding. Also, there is no requirement 

for consultation with Indigenous 
groups who are not recognized 
under the Act. Further, Autonomous 
Sinixt attempted to file a claim 
with the BC Treaty Commission 
in 1997 but were not accepted 
because of the ‘extinction’ status. 
So, although the Autonomous Sinixt 
website says the Act is “a terrible 
piece of assimilationist policy that 
strips Indigenous peoples of their 
autonomy,” it acknowledges that 
“it is much more challenging to be 
Indigenous without band status under 
the Indian Act.”

E r i ck s on  s ay s  t he  C CT 
appreciates “the support of the 
settler communities in our traditional 
homeland who would like to stand 
with the Sinixt in our reconciliation 
journey, but we ask that they 
carefully consider all of the available 
information, including the reasons 
for the widespread Indigenous 
opposition to the Indian Act, before 
signing any petition connected 
with that legislation. We urge all 
individuals living in Sinixt territory 
to learn more about our history, 

including the Desautel decision, and 
we would be pleased to answer any 
questions they may have.”

The Arrow Lakes band of the 
Sinixt people were declared “extinct 
for the purposes of the Indian Act” 
when the last registered member of 
the band living on the Arrow Lakes 
reserve died. But the Autonomous 
Sinixt website explains that many 
Sinixt people had left the reserve by 
that time, mostly because the land 
was very poor. A 1995 letter from 
then federal Minister of Aboriginal 
Affairs clarifies that the Arrow Lakes 
band ceased to exist as a band for the 
purposes of the Indian Act, but, he 
said, “It does not, of course, mean 
that the Sinixt people ceased to exist 
as a tribal group.”

Over 3,500 Sinixt people are 
citizens of the CCT in Washington 
State.
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by Mark Page
SD 10 students will soon need to 

go through a cross-district application 
process to attend a school outside their 
local area, according to new draft policies 
and protocols presented at the March 28 
board meeting.

“We’ve seen increased enrolment in 
the district over a number of years,” said 
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky. “With 
those increases come some challenges.”

These new policies only affect 
future registrations and students already 
enrolled in a school would not be forced 
to move, though they would be allowed 
if they chose to. 

“If you are already attending a 
school this does not mean you will be 
moved back,” Dubinsky emphasized. 

The changes would be in effect for 
the next school year if passed by the 
board at the April 18 meeting.

The new policies establish four 
catchment areas based on the district’s 
four elementary schools. Burton, 
Edgewood and Nakusp Elementary’s 
combined catchment would form the 
Nakusp Secondary catchment, while 
the Lucerne Elementary and Secondary 
catchment would be the same, as they 
share a building.

Dubinsky said these catchments 
are required by provincial regulations, 
but have never been created in SD 10 
due to the low number of students. With 
enrollment hitting a 10-year high and 
buses and classrooms nearing capacity, 
he said the district needs to act now.

Enrolment has increased from 451 
students in 2018 to 484 today, with an 
additional 40 students in online learning 
and homeschooling. 

“It’s a good problem to have, but 
it’s a very big change for our district,” 
Dubinsky said.

SD 10 Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
McLellan projected overall enrolment 
to continue to increase next school year.

For the time being, Dubinsky says 
that all cross-district applications should 
be able to be accommodated, as the 
district is getting ahead of the issue 
while there is still space on buses and 
in classrooms.

“There still is choice and flexibility 

School District 10 board, March 28: New policies around catchment areas and busing
for parents to send their kids to schools 
of choice, provided that the school has 
capacity to take that on,” Dubinsky said.

Currently, problems are most acute 
at Burton Elementary School, where 
Principal Brent Cook said they have 
already exceeded their max class size, 
with an additional student about to start 
and one more expected next year.

The problem at Burton is linked to 
issues Edgewood Elementary had a few 
years back. When Edgewood had too 
many young students and not enough for 
a full intermediate class, the intermediate 
classroom was closed and those students 
began busing over to Burton. As the 
younger students aged out and into the 
intermediate class, the number busing 
from Edgewood to Burton ballooned, 
causing the capacity issues the district 
is now seeing both in terms of class size 
and full buses.

With the change in policy, School 
District 10 will be reopening the 
intermediate classroom in Edgewood. 
This will ensure the school stays 
open. There was some concern in the 
Edgewood community recently that 
their school could close when enrolment 
dropped down to only two pupils.

The other major issue is that students 
from three elementary schools eventually 
need to attend Nakusp Secondary, and 
the district needs to make sure they get 
a seat on the bus. 

“We don’t have an infinite number of 
buses; we don’t have an infinite number 
of bus drivers,” Dubinsky said.

There may come a time in the future 
where the space may not be available 
on a bus or in a classroom, so the new 
policies lay out a plan that prioritizes 
need based on a student’s situation.

Students currently attending a school 
get first priority to continue there, 
followed by new students within the 
catchment, students from outside the 
catchment whose sibling attended that 
school the previous year, students from 
outside the catchment and lastly, new 
non-district students.

The deadline for parents to register 
their children would be the last school 
day in May, to be considered equally in 
this priority list. If there are too many 

applications for a particular school, the 
district would go to a lottery system and 
establish a waitlist.

Applications for school bus 
transportation would be considered in the 
same way, but the application deadline 
would be the last school day in June. 
Bus transportation would be provided 
“on a space-available basis and only if 
bus routing permits arrival to the out-of-
catchment school at the scheduled time.”

If transportation is not available on a 
bus but space is available in a classroom, 
the district can provide transportation 
assistance to parents to cover part of 
the costs.

School board trustees sought to 
highlight the positive consequences of 
the new rules.

“We think it is important for people to 
be educated in their own communities,” 
Trustee Stephen Gascon said.

Gascon also commented that the 
amount of time spent commuting need 
to be considered.

“So often, we don’t account for the 
kids’ time,” Gascon said. “Their time has 
value and their time has worth.” 

The new policies and catchment area 
descriptions are available in draft form 
at sd10.bc.ca and feedback on them can 
be provided before the April 18 vote at 
boardofeducation@sd10.bc.ca.
Presentation on Learning 
Support Services

Seeking to highlight ‘inclusive’ 
learning, SD 10 invited Learning Support 
Teacher and Nakusp Secondary School 
Vice-Principal Jaime Sing to speak to the 
board about how the Learning Support 
Services program adapts to the needs 
of students. 

The program is designed to 
intervene when students have a learning 
difficulty or are autistic. There are 
provincial guidelines around these 
different classifications, and around what 
extra funding is provided when a child is 
classified in a particular category.

Sing explained the goal of inclusion, 
rather than just integration. She told the 
board that her goal is to create a system 
that works with and for students, instead 
of just trying to fit them into the current 
structure.

“Integration is putting something 

in an already existing system without 
changing any of that system,” she said. 
“Inclusion is changing the system so 
everybody is involved in the system.”
Capital plans finalized

The board passed the final version of 
their budget for large capital projects after 
receiving approval from the Ministry of 
Education and Child Care.

This allows several large projects to 
move onto their next phase, including 
HVAC, electrical and energy efficiency 
upgrades for several schools, as well as 
new accessible playground equipment at 
Nakusp Elementary.

This also means the district can 
move ahead and order two new school 
buses. 
Calendars adopted

The calendars for next school year 
were adopted by the board. Burton and 
Edgewood continue with a four-day 
school week, while the rest of the district 
works on a five-day week.

Both calendars will be made 
available on the SD 10 website once 
they have been approved by the Ministry 
of Education.

submitted
“If we don’t have it, we can probably 

get it for you” is the policy at Nakusp 
Public Library. Interlibrary loan plays 
an important role in libraries these days, 
especially in small libraries like Nakusp 
Public Library. Each day staff spends a 
couple of hours receiving books from 
other libraries and shipping books to 
other libraries – there are presently 170 
interlibrary loans coming and going at 
the library.

“I love discovering books that our 
library has that another library doesn’t 
have in its collection, and sometimes that 
library is a much bigger one than ours,” 
says one of the staff. 

Just a few of the many books that 
other libraries have recently requested 
include The Ministry for the Future 
by Kim Stanley Robinson, a science 

Nakusp Library brings you books from everywhere in the province
fiction tale about  an organization 
established to advocate for the world’s 
future generations and to protect all 
living creatures; Up the Coast: One 
Family’s Wild Life in the Forests of BC, 
a memoir described as cheerful and 
sassy about a family living in a logging 
camp; At Day’s Close by A. Roger 
Ekirch, who illuminates aspects of life 
often overlooked – those that unfold at 
night; and A Hunter Gatherer’s Guide 
to the 21st Century, which explores why 
our society, despite being perhaps the 
most comfortable ever, has high rates of 
depression and anxiety. One reviewer 
states that anyone raising children who 
is interested in changing social systems 
should read this book. There are also 
children’s books recently requested 
from other libraries, including Molly at 
the Dentist, A Wolf called Wanderer and 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry.
Nakusp  Libra ry’s  pa t rons 

increasingly request books and DVDs 
through interlibrary loan. It used to take 
two or three weeks to receive these, 
but now it often takes less than a week. 
Books recently requested and received 
by the library’s grateful patrons include 
The Choice by the popular author Nora 
Roberts, Eleanor Oliphant by Gail 
Honeyman, Hairless Moose, Whiskey 
Jack Stew, and a Fish or Two: My 
Experience Hunting and Fishing in 
BC, The White Road: A Journey into an 
Obsession by Edmund de Waal, a book 
that explores the history of porcelain, and 
the children’s book A Snail and a Worm.

Check out your local public library 
for information, entertainment, and 
enjoyable pursuits for everyone in the 
family – the staff will go the distance!

submitted
Yard & Yardage, the popular 

recycling extravaganza, is on Sunday, 
April 30 between 10 am and 2 pm at the 
Slocan Valley Threads Guild. On the 
lawn, under tents, there will be tables 
laden with bundled lengths of fabric, 
skeins and balls of yarn, sewing notions, 
crafting books and donated equipment 
for sale.  Over the 20 plus years of 
this event, the selection of reasonably 
priced perennials, food plants (including 
strawberries and raspberries) and items 
such as dahlia tubers has expanded. 
There will be lots of ideas and choices to 
accommodate your garden plans.

Yard & Yardage is well known 
for its food, too. Muffins and coffee in 
the morning? Soups, chili, quiches at 
lunchtime? There will be lots of baked 
goods available throughout the sale. You 
can eat inside, outside, or fill a box of 
treats to take home. 

Inside the former schoolhouse, after 
a three-year absence, there’ll be a show 
of members’ work. Come and see what 
the 120 talented Guild members have 
created. At the front gate, you can register 
to become a member for $10 for a year 

Don’t miss the Slocan Valley Threads Guild’s popular Yard & Yardage event on April 30.

Yard & Yardage returns April 30
and receive weekly email newsletters 
that will keep you in touch with activities 
and events. 

The Slocan Valley Threads Guild 

is located right where Highway 6 meets 
Perry’s Backroad (7112). It’s where all 
the friendly people will be. No dogs 
please. For info, call 250-355-2459.

submitted
The provincial government has 

announced funding for local libraries, 
allowing local library users to benefit 
from modernized technology, enhanced 
programs and services, and better access 
to information. The Nakusp Public 
Library is receiving $101,461, and 
the Kaslo & District Public Library is 
receiving $96,933.

A total of $45 million is being 
provided to all 71 BC public libraries and 

organizations that help libraries deliver 
their services. These are one-time grants, 
giving libraries flexibility to address 
local priorities, including longer hours, 
bigger digital collections and better 
access to literacy and lifelong learning 
opportunities.

This funding gives libraries the 
flexibility to address local priorities 
while ensuring they are able to meet the 
evolving needs of their local communities 
over the coming years.

Local libraries receive one-time grants
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by Valley Voice staff
The developers behind the Zincton 

All-Seasons Resort proposal near New 
Denver have released a ‘What the 
Proponent Heard’ report in response 
to public comments heard during 
consultations on the project, held in the 
fall of 2021.

“Zincton would be the first of 
its kind in Canada – a low-density, 
backcountry-oriented recreation 
destination catering to locals as well as 
regional and international guests. It is 
not a ‘massive’ resort, nor is it looking 
to replicate the experience offered at 
traditional resorts,” the report says. 

The document provides “a 
preliminary response to the comments, 
questions, and concerns summarized 
by the Mountain Resorts Branch in 
their [‘What We Heard’] report and 
collected directly by the Zincton team. 
They are not intended to be exhaustive 
but to address the most pressing and 
important issues raised through the 
Formal Proposal review process.”

The issues addressed in the report, 
and a summary of the proponent’s 
response to them, follow.

Indigenous consultation: “Zincton 
has engaged all Indigenous Communities 
with an interest in the proposed tenure 
area…” the report states, adding that 
Indigenous consultation is ongoing.

No-cost public access: “Zincton is 
committed to preserving no-cost public 
access to the tenure area,” says the report. 
It points out that all improvements to the 
area will improve public access and 
enhance the public’s enjoyment of the 
area.

Improved on-site studies: It is 
in the next stage, the Master Plan 
stage, when the government allows the 
proponent access to the tenure area to do 
the detailed studies.

Carbon neutral: The report says 

Zincton proponents release new report in response to public comments
Zincton has signed an agreement 
with Silversmith Power & Light in 
Sandon to purchase power and “support 
investments to bring extra generating 
capacity online.” There will also be 
“onsite renewable generation and grid 
storage technology.”

Remediation: Zincton proposes 
to provide funding (1% of its revenue) 
to the Zincton Institute, which will be 
responsible for all aspects of remediation 
of historic mining contamination. The 
institute will also promote mountain 
culture and the arts. 

Socio-economic benefits: The 
report says Zincton will provide a winter 
tourism economy, and create many jobs.

Avalanche issues and highway 
safety: Zincton will have an Avalanche 
Safety Plan in place prior to submitting 
a Master Plan.

Search and Rescue/Emergency 
response: Zincton’s own certified 
guides “will be better positioned than 
external search and rescue to attend 
incidents within the tenure,” the report 
says.
Survey results

The report also includes the results 
of an online survey conducted by 
the proponents, who say the survey 
showed overwhelming support for the 
resort developers’ approach on various 
subjects, from aboriginal consultation 
and emergency services, to zero-carbon 
targets and legacy mine remediation 
plans. While the survey didn’t ask 
about support for the project generally, 
respondents averaged 85% in favour of 
many of the project’s specific elements, 
Zincton Farms says.

The commitments in the Zincton 
proposal most strongly supported by 
the public in the survey were: to keep 
all public lands public, to maintain no-
cost public access to the tenured land, 
to create a seasonal wildlife corridor 

protection zone, to be carbon-neutral, to 
ensure historic-mine clean-up, to create 
jobs, to decommission high elevation 
bike trails in the tenure area, and to 
provide an EV bus.
Next steps

The project is currently in phase 
two of the review process with BC’s 
Mountain Resorts Branch. In this 
Formal Proposal stage, the proponents 
refined their plans from their stage one 
‘Expression of Interest’ after receiving 
feedback from Indigenous groups, 
government, local stakeholders and 
the public. 

The proponents are now waiting 
for the Province to give the go-ahead 
to move to phase three, permission 
to develop a Master Plan proposal. In 
phase three, the Province would enter 
into an Interim Agreement (IA) with 
the proponent and provide a licence 
of occupation so Zincton Farms could 
enter onto the land to conduct studies, 
investigations, and data collection 
activities necessary for the preparation 
of the Resort Master Plan. 

In that data collection, the 
proponent would seek to “develop 
a deeper understanding of the site’s 
environmental, physical, social, and 
economic realities, and advance and 
refine the Formal Proposal concept 
to reflect this understanding,” the 
document says. 

Those further studies include:
• a detailed environmental survey, 

identification of impacts and best 
practices for mitigation;

• an Environmental Mitigation Plan 
“to avoid, minimize, restore, and offset 
the potential impacts of developments, 
as well as subsequent monitoring 
programs”;

• continued Indigenous consultation;

• confirmation of number of ‘bed 
units’, and determining use capacity;

• planning the first phase of 
infrastructure construction;

• management plans, marketing 
analysis, financial and business 
ownership planning;

• a socio-economic impact 
assessment for the local community.

These site-based studies will guide 
the detailed planning and upgrade of the 
Zincton concept and supporting plans, 
the proponents say. 

While there is no fixed timeline or 
deadline for getting approval to move 
to phase three, the proponents say they 

hope to have their updated Zincton 
Concept plan ready for the public to 
comment on by the end of 2023.

The ‘What the Proponent Heard’ 
report can be found on the Zincton 
website, as well as the BC Mountain 
Resorts Branch webpage, which 
includes this note: “This link and 
reference to the proponent’s ‘What the 
Proponent Heard’ document is provided 
for information only and should not be 
construed as Mountain Resorts Branch 
endorsement of the views expressed 
within it. The Mountain Resorts Branch 
is not responsible for the content or 
reliability of this linked website.”

submitted
Over $1.2 million in federal funding 

for 12 West Kootenay infrastructure 
and tourism projects was announced 
last month.

Funding comes from the Canada 
Community Revitalization Fund (CCRF) 
and the Tourism Relief Fund (TRF), 
both launched in summer 2021. These 
programs each provide $500 million over 
two years. The CCRF helps communities 
build and improve infrastructure, while 
the TRF helps tourism businesses and 
organizations adapt their operations to 
meet public health requirements while 
investing in products and services to 
facilitate future growth.

The Village of Nakusp received 
$499,722 to go towards revitalizing the 
downtown core and creating pedestrian-
friendly spaces in Nakusp. Project 
activities include installing new lighting, 
street furniture, accessible sidewalks and 
wayfinding signage.

The Kootenay Adaptive Sport 
Association received $49,050 to upgrade 
the Nakusp Rail Trail to improve its 
safety and accessibility for both residents 
and tourists.

Valkyr Adventures Inc. received 
$99,800 to expand the capacity of 
a backcountry ski lodge on Mount 

Federal funding announced for 
West Kootenay projects

Lequereux in the Arrow Lakes area.
Sol Mountain Touring Ltd. 

received $82,397 to build additional 
guest rooms in a backcountry lodge, 
and develop a new mountain biking and 
hiking trail near Nakusp.

Valhalla Mountain Touring 
Ltd. received $67,500 to go towards 
expanding visitor experiences for the 
summer season, including yoga, hot 
tubbing and hiking.

H u r l e y  H o l d i n g s  I n c . 
received $59,000 to renovate cabin 
accommodations and modernize tour 
operations in Slocan.

Snowwater Heli-Skiing Inc. 
received $77,000 to go towards 
expanding the company’s mountain 
trail network to facilitate shoulder season 
activities such as hiking and biking.

Kootenay Mountain Holidays 
Inc received $56,500 to improve 
backcountry ski lodge facilities on 
Mount Carlyle.

Tamarack Alpine Adventures 
Inc. received $41,233 to renovate 
a backcountry lodge in the Purcell 
Mountains to increase guest capacity and 
update the kitchen.

Big Red Cats Inc. received $60,000 
to go towards building two new snowcat 
cabins.
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• Freezer Packs
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Nelson’s Chocofellar Easter 
treats and more now in-store! 

Open Monday through 
Saturday.
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250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com
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Only $5-$50 
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New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

		  VILLAGE OF KASLO 

		  PARCEL TAX ROLL REVIEW PANEL 

The 2023 Parcel Tax Roll is available for inspection at City Hall 
from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on weekdays except statutory 
holidays. 

Any person who owns a parcel included on the Parcel Tax 
Roll may request that the roll be amended in relation to their 
property. In order to be considered for the 2023 taxation year, 
all requests for amendments must be received no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Monday, April 10, 2023 and can be submitted to: 

	 Village of Kaslo 
	 By Mail: PO Box 576, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0 
	 In Person: 413 Fourth Street 
	 Via Email: admin@kaslo.ca 

If a request for an amendment to the Parcel Tax Roll is received, 
the Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel will meet on Tuesday, April 
11, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council dealt with three property 
development applications at its March 
28 meeting, approving two and 
sending a third back to staff for more 
study.

The problematic property was 
the enigmatically named ‘Parcel Z’, 
located just off B Avenue. Legally one 
piece of land, the parcel is actually 
two odd-shaped lots separated by 
a third in the middle. It’s part of an 
historic railroad right-of-way, and was 
chopped up by a previous subdivision 
in 1976.

The smaller of the two pieces of 
land is just big enough for a single-
family dwelling, and an engineering 
report said even that should be kept 
under 2,000 square feet in area. 
Village building rules would have 
to be seriously relaxed to allow any 
house to be built on the narrow lot. 
The building would have to be much 
closer to the road – the setback would 
have to be changed from the normal 
7.5 metres to just one metre away from 
the property’s edge. 

And that’s where neighbours 
raised concerns. Council received a 
couple of letters and heard from five 
neighbours who came to plead with 
council not to approve the variance.

“You’d be setting a precedent for 
any other property in this community 

Kaslo council, March 28: Neighbours object to setback variance application
to say, ‘if they can only be one metre, 
why can’t we be only one metre?’” 
said one man. “Having houses right on 
the road is not the Kaslo I’ve come to 
know, and I think it would be harmful 
having houses that close.” 
Road safety was another 
concern

“The path that school kids use that 
runs below the hospital feeds onto the 
street at the corner of B Avenue and 
Cross Street and the children walk 
down B Avenue to get to the school,” 
wrote another neighbour. “In winter 
the snow plow pushes the snow from 
that corner up to and over the bank 
where the proposed building site is.” 

The neighbours also raised 
concerns about a loss of privacy (any 
building would overlook the lands 
below) and danger from disturbing 
the steep slope. (A geotechnical study 
recommended the slope be inspected 
before approving any development.)

A staff report to council noted 
that providing new residential lots is 
part of the official community plan, 
“and enables the land to be used 
to its highest potential.” However, 
staff said they had heard the public 
concerns, and asked council to refer 
the application to its next meeting. 
Staff will review the concerns 
raised and include more information 
received from the applicant for council 
to consider.
Baseball insurance

The Kaslo Baseball Association 
didn’t get to first base with its request 
to be placed under the Village’s 
municipal insurance policy this year 
– but the decision by staff is being 

reviewed.
The baseball group was able to 

join the Village’s insurance last year 
under a trial program, and asked to 
be allowed to join the program again 
this year. Municipal insurance is far 
cheaper than commercial insurance, 
but comes with specific demands for 
liability reasons.

A staff report recommended 
against giving them municipal 
coverage.

“The Kaslo Baseball Association 
does not meet the criteria established 
by the policy,” says a staff report. 
“As they have not demonstrated 
compliance with the practices, 
procedures and policies of the Village, 
and they collect sensitive personal 
information (such as age) for their 
participants.”

The association also asked to enter 
into a Service Provider Agreement 
with the Village, which would allow 
them to use the ball diamonds for 
regular events at no charge. They also 
asked for permission to put advertising 
up on the grounds to help fundraise. 
While the service agreement should 
go ahead, staff said more work had 
to be done on the sponsorship idea.

“Staff can work with the Kaslo 
Baseball Association to develop 
a more robust proposal regarding 
temporary advertising signage for 
Council’s consideration,” a staff 

report said. 
There is one more at-bat for the 

association, however, as Councillor 
Brown suggested the insurance issue 
be sent back for more discussion 
between staff and the baseball 
association. The rest of council agreed 
and the motion was referred to a 
council meeting in April. 
Spring rec grants

The Village has issued its latest 
round of recreation grants to local 
community groups. Eight groups will 
be getting $500 each. That includes 
the Baseball Association, Disc Golf 
Club, Raquet Club and Library. Three 
other groups will receive $250 – 
JVH’s Outdoor Education Program, 
Kaslo Youth Council and Kaslo 
Loggerhead Sports.

Usually, the village gives out 
$10,000 to local groups – half in the 
spring and half in the fall. This year 
however, with leftover funds from 
years past, more than $14,000 is 
available. 
Parcel tax panel

Want to challenge your 2023 
parcel tax assessment? You can have 
your chance on Tuesday, April 11. 

Residents pay for their water and 
sewer service according to how many 
feet their property extends along the 
water or sewer service. This ‘parcel 
tax’ is calculated at $1.10/foot.

The Village reviews its property 

rolls every year, correcting errors in 
their assessments. Any homeowners 
who disagree with the findings for 
their land have the opportunity to ask 
for a review.

Council struck a three-person 
committee – Councillors Erika Bird, 
Rob Lang and Matthew Brown as 
the alternate –  to hear any disputed 
assessments on April 11.
Purchasing plan

The Village needs a new riding 
lawnmower. That’s not so unusual by 
itself – but the way council is doing it 
this time is worth noting.

They’re using the power of group 
purchasing in the hope of reducing the 
cost to taxpayers.

Last year, staff told council about 
the ‘Canoe Procurement Group,’ a 
municipal purchasing program. About 
5,000 Villages and Cities across the 
country have pooled their resources 
to use their purchasing power to get 
discounts on items local governments 
need to operate.

“The Village signed up to 
Canoe last year, which is where 
municipalities get together and bulk-
buy, and have different kinds of 
purchasing arrangements to possibly 
get discounts,“ said CAO Dunlop. 
“We thought this would be a good 
one to try.”

Council approved spending up to 
$16,000 for the new machine.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A neighbourhood south of Kaslo 
is looking at setting up its own 
community water system.

The Kaslo South Area Water 
Supply Society was granted $10,000 
to conduct a ‘Phase 2’ study of 
the water system concept for the 
neighbourhood, located between the 
town limits of Kaslo and Mirror Lake.

The money comes from the 
RDCK-managed Community 
Development Fund.

“It’s pretty preliminary,” said Jim 
Holland, who made the application 
to the CDF. “We need to poll the 
residents of the area who already 
have water and those who don’t, and 
if the money allows, the project’s 
feasibility will also be part of the 
study.” 

Kaslo South explores community water system
Holland says an initial study was 

done in 2020, but further work needs 
to be done to see if the community 
wants to move forward on the 
concept.

The neighbourhood might be 
able to access springs that flow from 
the face of True Blue Mountain as 
a source, Holland said, and use a 
gravity-fed system to provide water 
to customers. A well could also be 
drilled near the Kaslo River or the 
system could source Kootenay Lake.

“But this is all pretty pie-in-the-
sky, preliminary stuff. We need to 
get somebody with expertise to look 
at it,” he says.

The society was first established 
around 30 years ago to explore the 
idea of establishing a water service. 

The Village of Kaslo isn’t directly 
involved on the project, but Chief 

Administrative Officer Ian Dunlop 
said they would like to have some 
input on any plans, as studies from 
back in the ’90s offered alternative 
suggestions for supplying water to 
the area.

“One of the conclusions, 
integrating with the Village water 
system, was less expensive than 
building a separate system for that 
area and, at the time, the Village’s 
water system had sufficient capacity,” 
says Ian Dunlop. “However, those 
studies did not consider Kootenay 
Lake as a potential source, which I 
understand is a focus of their current 
feasibility studies.”

It will likely be at least a year 
before the study would be completed, 
Holland says. They’re now looking 
for a consultant to do the research 
for the project. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The trial of a Kaslo-area man 
charged with break and enter and 
mischief is set to begin later this 
month.

Alejandro Calderon is scheduled 
to plead either guilty or not guilty on 
April 25 to charges he tried to burn 

Date set for Kaslo attempted arson trial
down the Home Hardware in Kaslo 
last December.

If he pleads not guilty, he’s also 
expected to choose whether he wants 
to be tried by a judge alone, or a 
judge and jury.

Calderon was arrested in Kaslo 
on December 6 after a man broke 
an opening into the front door of the 
Home Hardware with an axe, stuffed 
a jerry can into the store, and set it 
on fire. He had got into an argument 
with store staff earlier in the day.

A passerby tackled the man and 
retrieved the axe, and others put out 
the fire before it could spread.

Calderon is currently in a 
treatment centre awaiting trial.
Assault trial continues

Meanwhile, Calderon’s trial 

on an unrelated assault charge is 
scheduled to continue on April 14 in 
a Nelson courtroom.

Before that case adjourned in 
early January, the court heard from 
Jana Poborilova, who testified that 
Calderon assaulted her on the street, 
head-butting her and knocking her to 
the ground before fleeing.

Calderon has pleaded not guilty 
to the charge. Court heard in a 
statement he made to police that 
he was acting in self-defence after 
Poborilova confronted him on the 
street (see ‘Crown presents case in 
Kaslo assault trial,’ Valley Voice, 
January 12). 

The defence is expected to 
call its own witnesses at the April 
continuation.
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(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

TIME TO ADOPT!
These two beautiful sisters are a bonded 
pair and ready to go to their FOREVER 
HOME. You get two wonderful, sweet 
kitties! These pretty ladies are under a 
year old. Bella is outgoing and Aurora 
loves to be stroked. Call PALS today at 
250-265-3792 to arrange to meet them. 

			   Nakusp Minor 
			   Hockey

			   AGM 
April 13th 6-7 pm at the Nakusp 

Sports Complex – Arena 
Concession area.

The Village of Nakusp is looking for community members 
to serve on Council’s Public Art Committee, for the purpose 
of determining final details on the creation of Tina the Town 
Turkey sculpture. Interested people are asked to provide 
a letter stating their intent to serve as well as a list of 
qualifications and experiences that they feel makes them a 
suitable candidate. 
Applications can be emailed to cjones@nakusp.com, or 
dropped off in the Village of Nakusp office. Please address 
your letter to the attention of the 2023 Public Art Committee.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village will canvas for people 
interested in having a say in what public 
art is on display in the community – and 
that committee will help guide what 
happens next with a project to erect a 
statue of a beloved town mascot.

Fundraising is continuing for a 
statue of Tina the Turkey, a bird that 
endeared itself to Nakusp residents 
during the pandemic. The wild turkey 
was struck and killed by a car in 2021, 
but work began soon after to remember 
the bird in bronze.

An informal art committee endorsed 
the project in 2022. However, Village 
staff noted the committee has since 
dissolved, and a new committee should 
be struck to help move the project 
forward.

Council plans to strike a ‘select 
committee,’ which meets to report to 
council on individual issues, and can 
reconvene when needed.
Zoning change

A development company co-owned 
by Mayor Tom Zeleznik has been 
granted a request to change the zoning 
on its waterfront property holdings.

Kuskanax Development wanted the 
zoning designation for five lots by the 
marina reverted back to a ‘Lakeshore-
Development-1’ zoning designation, 
from ‘Commercial-1.’ It had only 
recently had the designation changed to 
C-1 for its development plans.

Reverting to ‘LD-1’ will make it 
easier for the developer (the company is 
spearheaded by James Zeleznik) to build 
multi-family housing, staff told council.

“It allows for multi-family 
dwellings, which are not permitted in 
the C-1 zone, unless it is a mixture with 
retail uses,” said Chief Administrative 
Officer Wayne Robinson. “C-1 allows 
for more different uses when it comes 
to commercial.”

They said moving it back to LD-1 
would conform with the Village’s 
official community plan, especially with 
the Village working to ease the local 
housing shortage.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik excused 
himself from the meeting until after a 
vote on the matter was taken.
More food trucks

Council sent a new bylaw governing 
the use of public property back to staff 
to make a small tweak to the legislation 
– to increase the number of food trucks 
allowed to operate on public land in 
town.

Council reviewed the new Public 
Property Bylaw earlier in the year, and 
received public feedback in a recent 
meeting. But when it came to giving the 
bill third reading, councillors wanted a 
last-minute change – to allow more food 
trucks in village limits.

“I still don’t 100% agree with only 
having two trucks in the village … I 
think during the summer months we 
should re-look at that… I don’t see a 
huge impact to local businesses,” said 
Councillor Mason Hough, calling for the 
number of trucks allowed to four (three 
in the village, one at the hot springs).

The rest of council agreed, though 
just where a third village truck could 
be located caused some debate. Staff 
said they’d come back to the council 
meeting in April with suggested wording 

Nakusp council, March 27: Turkeys, trucks and clocks
that would fit the food truck in without 
causing disruption to traffic or parking.

The new bylaw only governs food 
trucks on public land; any number of 
trucks could apply to operate on private 
land, as long as they don’t break any 
other regulations.

Council did pass several other 
amendments to existing bylaws – for 
fees, permits, bylaw fines and sidewalk 
control – to match the changes coming 
to the Public Property Bylaw.
Grant matching

You might think that municipal 
governments run on taxation, but they 
really don’t. Those multi-million-dollar 
construction and maintenance projects 
mostly happen because of grants – from 
the provincial and federal governments, 
or institutions like the Columbia Basin 
Trust.

Finding out about grants, applying 
for grants, and managing grants takes 
up a lot of Village staff time. So when 
CAO Wayne Robinson recently found 
out about GrantMatch, he was intrigued.

“The CAO learned about a company 
called GrantMatch from the CAO of 
Princeton,” says a report to council. 
“Princeton has used GrantMatch for 
several years and has received over $4 
million in grant funding through their 
services.”

Villages work with GrantMatch 
to confirm their priorities, and then the 
company applies for grants for projects 
and writes up the proposals based on 
the Village’s needs. The Village remains 
in control of the application process 
throughout.

“Administration has not identified 
any negative repercussions for signing 
up for their service as there are no 
obligations for doing so,” the staff 
report says. The Village can pull out of 
the arrangement at no cost, at any time.

But there is one catch. GrantMatch 
isn’t cheap – asking 10% of the first $1 
million in grants they win for the local 
government, and 5% of any grants over 
that amount.

“It’s a pretty big chunk of change, 
but the beauty of it is you have the 
ability to use them for whatever grant 
you want,” said CAO Wayne Robinson. 
“They’ll bring to your attention different 
grants that meet your criteria… they’ll 
find an appropriate grant, and we can 
decide whether to use their services 
or not.”

Council gave Robinson the go-
ahead to sign an initial agreement with 
GrantMatch.
EV station grows

The electric vehicle charging station 
by the Nakusp museum is under new 
management – and is going to expand.

FortisBC installed the EV station 
in 2019, and had the option for a 10-
year tenant agreement with the Village. 
Recently, that company and BC Hydro 
decided to swap stations in different 
locations across the province – one of 
them in Nakusp.

New owner BC Hydro says it wants 
to exercise the option for the 10-year 
agreement. 

It also wants to add a second EV 
charger at the station, taking advantage 
of the wiring that was pre-installed 
back in 2019. It also promises to add 
a streetlight to the station for better 
visibility and pave the parking lot where 

the station is located.
“Being the Village agreed to allow 

for a second charging station in 2019, 
the granting of a larger footprint in the 
parking lot by council is more or less a 
formality,” notes a staff report. 

The Village will get $1 for rent for 
the 10-year deal – but also an important 
tourist resource. The new deal took 
effect March 31. 
Campground contract

The Village has entered into an 
agreement for an operator to manage 
the municipally owned campground 
in Nakusp – but it’s going to mean less 
money for the Village.

Council approved awarding the 
contract for 2023 campground operations 
to Cedar and Spruce Consulting Ltd.

The company was the only one to 
submit a formal bid for the contract, after 
the person who ran the campground last 
year decided not to return. The company 
has about six years’ experience running 
campgrounds in the southern interior.

The new deal has benefits and 
drawbacks for the town. Cedar and 
Spruce take a bigger cut of the revenues 
from operations – about 75%, compared 
to just over half in previous contracts. 
That will work out to about $10,000 less 
revenue for the Village next year. 

However, Cedar and Spruce also 
take on most of the operating expenses 
for the campground, and will hire a 
campground manager and possibly a 
summer student. They’ll also use their 
own online campground-reservation 
system, freeing up the task from the 
Village.

“Staff has had to provide training 
and support for reservation management 
over the past two years,” notes a report to 
council. “Cedar and Spruce Consulting 
plans on implementing a new reservation 
system that they are familiar with and 
will train their own staff, which will 
reduce Village staff time required.”

The Village still expects to make 
about $27,000 from the campground if 
bookings are similar to last year. The new 
deal is for one year, but with an option to 
renew for three years if the parties agree 
the arrangement is working.
Another time for town clock

It looks like the Village won’t 
be getting a town clock after all. The 
couple pushing the project to install 

a community clock on Broadway 
are withdrawing their offer after the 
placement of the clock stirred up local 
controversy.

“We certainly didn’t anticipate 
that the clock proposal would generate 
ongoing conflict for us, the mayor, 
council and Village staff,” John and 
Lorna Guild wrote to council. “The clock 
installation is not worth the conflict and 
stress for us.”

The couple had offered to put up 
to $5,000 of their own money for a 

town clock, and fundraise for the rest, 
if the Village allowed the timepiece to 
be placed at the northeast corner of 5th 
Avenue and Broadway. But a debate – 
and sometimes not a kind one – erupted 
on social media about the project, and if 
it would interfere in the display of other 
public art placed in the area. 

The couple has had enough of 
the debate and withdrew their offer to 
spearhead the project.

“Maybe another time, another day,” 
they wrote to council.

submitted
Strengthening cooperation to 

support aquatic life and biodiversity 
in the Columbia River was a major 
focus of the latest round of talks on 
a new river treaty.

The 16th round of Canada-
US negotiations to modernize the 
Columbia River Treaty took place 
on March 22 and 23, in Washington, 
DC.

During this latest session, 
Canadian and American negotiators 
n o t  o n l y  d i s c u s s e d  b e t t e r 
environmental protections, but 
also support for ongoing studies 
regarding salmon reintroduction, 
flood-risk management, and the 
connection between hydropower 
operations and Canada’s desire for 
greater flexibility in how its dams on 
the system are operated.

The Canadian negotiation 
delegation included representatives 
of the Government of Canada, the 
Province of BC, and the Ktunaxa, 
Secwepemc and Syilx Okanagan 
Nations, while American tribes 
participated with that country’s 

Latest round of Columbia River 
Treaty talks focus on cooperation 
to protect environment

negotiating team.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

and US President Joe Biden issued 
a joint statement on March 24 
acknowledging that “the Columbia 
River is a vital shared resource that 
underpins many lives and industries 
on both sides of the border,” and that 
Canada and the US “will intensify 
their work over the coming months 
toward agreement on a modernized 
treaty regime that will support a 
healthy and prosperous Columbia 
River Basin.” 

The two leaders stated that 
the focus will be on “flood-risk 
management, power generation, 
and environmental benefits that are 
shared equitably by both countries 
and the Indigenous Peoples and 
Tribal nations, communities, and 
stakeholders in this watershed.”

The next round of negotiations 
will be held in May in British 
Columbia.

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.
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CHURCH SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS

CARD OF THANKS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

AUTOMOTIVE

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

New Spring Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Society seeks lifetime members 
to support New Denver’s new Green 
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with 
contact info, or mail $20 with details to 
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4 dr. 
long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $10,000. 
Call 250-354-8340.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 

- will be on June 10 and September 9 from 
7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New Denver. 
Ages 13 and up are welcome. Admission is 
by donation. Bring a water bottle. Current 
COVID protocols will apply.
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION is 
open for Cello Focus (June 9-11) and 
Chamber Strings (July 10-14) in Nelson. 
www.mountainsidechambermusic.com 
encourages intermediate level players 
aged 13 to adult to join our stimulating 
musical journeys! Contact: 250-777-1704 or 
mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.com.
NATIONAL CANADIAN FILM DAY 
April 19 at the Slocan Valley Legion 502 
Harold St. Slocan. Films: A Bear Named 
Winnie (Comedy, Family) 7-8:30 pm. Bon 
Cop Bad Cop. (Action/Adventure/Comedy/
Drama/Thriller) 9-11 pm. Come & watch 
these movies on our large screen. By donation. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
iDIDaRide & RUN Mountain Bike and 
Trail Running Event: Sunday, July 2, Kaslo 
BC. Visit www.ididardie-kaslo.ca for info 
and registration.
FIRESMART OPEN HOUSE, Kaslo BC - 
Learn about important FireSmart initiatives 
in our community from local experts. Join us 

Wednesday, April 12 at The Legion (403 5th 
St, Kaslo) from 6:30-8 pm. Refreshments 
and snacks provided. All are welcome.
K A S L O  C O M M U N I T Y 
ACUPUNCTURE Society is a non-profit 
society with charitable status based in 
Kaslo, that offers biweekly, barrier-free 
acupuncture treatments by donation. We are 
holding a fundraiser at Langham Cultural 
Centre in Kaslo on April 21. This will be 
a documentary showing of film ‘Dope is 
Death,’ which demonstrates the power of 
acupuncture for addiction and mental health. 
1:30 pm & 6:30 pm showings, tickets at 
door, by donation. Q/A period, refreshments 
served. 16+ only, sensitive political content. 
See more on KCAS Facebook page.
THE WEEKEND OF APRIL 15 AND 16 will 
be this year’s Spring Clean-up at the Kohan 
Garden. Slocan Lake Garden Society will 
welcome volunteers between 9 am and 4 pm 
and provide a hot soup lunch, beverages, and 
door prizes. Bring a leaf rake and work gloves.
FOOD SECURITY IN THE WEST 
KOOTENAYS. Tons of information and 
lively discussion guaranteed! Sunday April 
16, Knox Hall, New Denver, 4 pm. See 
story page 14.

NOTICE OF AGM FOR KASLO TO 
SANDON RAILS TO TRAILS SOCIETY 
(AKA Wagon Road): Thursday April 13, 7 
pm. This event will be hosted on the main 
floor of the Kemball Centre in Kaslo - 312 
Fourth Street. All are welcome. Please 
RSVP. Contact Dustin East, 250-505-8159 
for more information or email dustin.east@
gmail.com to receive a livestream link.
SPRING AGM for Slocan Lake Boating 
Association, April 29, 2023 at Boson Hall at 
10 am. All members are encouraged to attend.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold 
St., Slocan on May 6 starting at 6:30 pm 
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets must 
be reserved by emailing 276svl@gmail.com 
or by phoning 250-355-2672 or buying at the 
Legion Sunday evening Music Jams or Friday 
Dance Nights. BC Gaming rules will apply. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Annual General Meeting - Wednesday, April 
26, 2023 at 7 pm. To be held live and in person 
at the library! 710 Harold Street, Slocan, BC.
INVITING SENIORS to Slocan Park 
Community Hall, 3036 Hwy 6 for 
SENIORS COFFEE TUESDAY, 10 am-

email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New Denver: 
Please join us for a time of Celebration, 
encouragement, coffee at tea, at Gospel Light 
Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 am! jeffzak799@
gmail.com,1- 250-352-5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan: Please 
join us every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at 
St Mary’s Church, Slocan. Give yourself 
an hour each week for peace and reflection.

THE OLDHAM FAMILY would like to 
thank everyone for their kind words with the 
passing of our husband, father, and grandfather. 
Tracy was truly loved and will be missed every 
day. A celebration of life will be held in late 
summer. Date and time to be announced.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SQUARE DANCING - NEW FORMAT 
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IN MEMORIAM

PETS

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

April 14,
2023

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HOSPICE

FOR RENT

NOTICES

RENTAL WANTED

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS

203 Broadway
265-3252

nakuspglass.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

WANTED

Shade Tree 
Massage

Now welcoming  new and 
returning clients for therapeutic 
and relaxation treatments. Clean, 
quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 

250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@

fastmail.com

Noon: APRIL 4, 18, 25 and MAY 2, 9. Info: 
bfritz03@hotmail.com
YARD & YARDAGE at the Slocan Valley 
Threads Guild, Sunday, April 30, 10 am 
to 2 pm. Sale of plants, food, fabric, yarn, 
notions, craft books, equipment and a show 
of members’ work. Highway 6 at Perry’s 
Backroad, 5 minutes north of Winlaw. For 
information call 250-355-2459.
SUMMER CAMP STORIES & Camp 
Song Sing-Along: Join us for an afternoon 
of summer camp stories and singalong 
with the old campfire favourites! Rika 
Ruebsaat is here to introduce her new 
book, My Paddle’s Keen and Bright, a 
collection of stories containing campers’ 
lived experiences. These are the stories 
of campers who attended summer camp 
between the 1940s and the early 2000s. 
Knox Hall, New Denver, Saturday, April 
15. Books also available at Raven’s Nest.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 

CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

CAREGIVER WANTED – Part time, 
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
PROPERTY MANAGER WANTED for 
The Osprey Residence, the new affordable 
housing complex in New Denver. The part-
time Property Manager works closely with 
the New Denver and Area Housing Society 
Board and is responsible for managing 
all aspects of The Osprey residence. The 
Osprey has 10 units for seniors and families, 
and is expected to open this fall. For the job 
description, please email ndhousingsociety@
gmail.com. Email resume and cover letter 
to ndhousingsociety@gmail.com by April 
28 at 4 pm.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

IN LOVING MEMORY  of my 
wonderful son, Randy Earl Duncan (July 
12, 1988 - April 28, 2011) 

Of all the special gifts in life
However great and small
To have you as my son
Was the greatest gift of all
A special time
A special face
A special son
I can’t replace
With an aching heart
I whisper low
I miss you son
And I love you so

-Love Mom and Dad, Amanda, Trever, 
Meagan, Brad, Kayleigh and families

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA 
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional 
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can 
help. For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; 
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 
250-551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): 

New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
A  H I G H L Y  E N T H U S I A T I C 
ORGANIZATION: Are you interested in 
joining the Kaslo and District Senior Citizens’ 
Shelter Society? We are looking for motivated 
individuals who are interested in volunteering 
on the board of directors. Abbey Manor is a 
financially independent organization in keeping 
with the preservation of the valued senior citizens 
within our community. Interested parties can 
contact Chair: 250-353-2159 or Vice Chair: 
250-353-7302. For information, our permanent 
staffing positions are as follows: Office Manager, 
Maintenance person, Janitor, Bookkeeper, 
Gardener, & Snow Removal person. The board 
oversees the work of the permanent staff.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

IT’S GETTING LATE in the winter, which 
means that Mark Jeffreys and daughter Sequoia 
(now 12) are once again hoping to find a Slocan 
rental for the summer. As always, the ideal 
dates are from early May to the end of August, 
but we can be flexible. We just want to be back. 
Email us please at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or 
phone/text at (801) 910-1532. And thank you!

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-ticket 
gasfitter for new construction or renovation 
plumbing, water systems/filtration, septic. 250-
777-3588 (Tim); www.paradisevalleyplumbing.
ca or email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
SATELLITE/ TV/ NET/ WIFI - installation & 
repair: Xplore, Starlink, Shaw Direct, Bell, Aerial 
TV - audio/video, cell boosters, wireless repeater 
networks - James 250-505-8392 TJF Works.
INCOME TAX FILING SERVICES IN 
KASLO: From $80 (single), $145 (couple). 
Drop-in to Crow’s Key Bookkeeping & Tax. 
Monday-Friday, 10 am-4 pm, #107 Kemball 
Memorial Centre (main floor). 250-896-2433, 
brett@crowskey.com www.crowskey.com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, Indian and 
Harley motorbikes. Please call 250-299-9841.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim ReillySOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

COMMUNITY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

Decorative 
interior/exterior
Contact: River Bardati

250-354-9535 • rbardati7@gmail.com

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

by Art Joyce 
Given the amount of time and 

energy we all devote to responsibly 
handling our recyclables, it’s only 
fair to ask: How do we know that 
materials collected are actually being 
sold and recycled, and not just dumped 
somewhere? 

RDCK General Manager of 
Environmental Services Uli Wolf says 
Recycle BC has a very good tracking 
system in place for the materials they 
are responsible for, and this is backed 
up by Recycle BC’s audited annual 
reports.

Since the closure of overseas 
materials processing markets in 
China, Malaysia and Indonesia, a 
high percentage of recyclable materials 
now go to North American markets, 
says Wolf. “I was never happy to see 
overseas markets for materials. It never 
made sense to me to be shipping it 
across an ocean,” he said.

Recycle BC’s 2021 annual report 
says Recycle BC shipped the majority 
of all plastic, glass, metal, and over 
half of the paper materials to Pacific 
Northwest markets in 2021. A graph in 
the 2021 report shows a steady increase 
in domestic markets for recycled 
materials from 2014 to 2021, more 
than doubling from 33% domestic sales 
during the program’s inception year in 
2014 to 72% domestic markets in 2021. 

According to Recycle BC, in 2021 
“more than 97% of plastics collected 
in BC were sold to a local end market 
in Metro Vancouver where most 
was processed into pellets for new 
packaging and products. Recycle BC 
captured 55% of the plastic packaging 

Recycling in the RDCK: Where does it all go? 
supplied to market, including 67% of 
rigid plastics. For a small quantity of 
material where there was no recycling 
solution, like other flexible plastic 
packaging, this waste packaging was 
recovered into engineered fuel. Paper 
was sold to end markets in BC, the 
United States and overseas where it 
was processed into boxes and other 
paper products, including egg cartons. 
Glass collected by Recycle BC was 
sold to end markets in BC to be sent 
to a United States glass plant for new 
bottles, with the remainder processed 
into sandblast grit or construction 
aggregate in BC. Metal containers 
were marketed to end markets in BC, 
Ontario, and the United States, and 
recycled into new packaging and sheet 
metal.” 

In addition, many Recycle BC 
partners have joined the Canada 
Plastics Pact (CPP), the annual report 
states. Launched in January 2021, the 
CPP is a member of the global Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation Plastics Pact 
Network. The network’s primary 
goal is to create a circular economy 
for plastics with a target of at least 
50% of plastic packaging recycled or 
composted. It also supports efforts to 
redesign plastics packaging to be 100% 
reusable, recyclable or compostable. 

Eliminating “problematic or 
unnecessary plastic packaging” is 
another goal of the CPP. According to 
Wolf, only so many products can be 
made with recycled plastic. Depending 
on how clean the source material 
is, polyethylene pellets go back to 
industry as raw materials, he says.

Recycle BC’s research and 

development program has also made 
some headway with the recycling of 
plastics. The organization reported 
in January this year that at selected 
recycling depots, all plastics are now 
being collected in the same bin – plastic 
bags and overwrap no longer have 
to be separated from other flexible 
plastic packaging. This will combine 
higher and lower quality plastics to 
produce a plastic pellet for new product 
manufacturing. 

Also, Recycle BC has partnered 
with the University of Victoria to 
research the feasibility of using 
flexible plastic packaging to create 
fibre-reinforced concrete. Concrete 
is the world’s most used construction 
material but has structural issues, such 
as cracking, that require reinforcement 
with metal rebar. It is also a high 
producer of carbon at an estimated 8% 
of global GHG emissions, so is seen as 
a key program target. 

A new way to process glass is 
also on its way. A Recycle BC news 
release issued March 10 this year 
announces that a remanufacturing plant 
is being built in Kamloops to create a 
product known as PozGlass for use as 
a replacement for Portland cement and 
fly ash from coal plants. 

As of February 1, 2022, people in 
BC have been able to return milk and 
milk-substitute beverage containers for 
a refund. The bottle depot at Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan and Save on 
Foods in Nakusp will accept these and 
give customers their deposit refund. 

A June 2015 news release from 
the Paper & Paperboard Packaging 
Environmental Council (PPEC), says 

most boxes and cartons manufactured 
in Canada are 100% recycled content. 
The amount of these materials recycled 
went from 47% in 1990 to almost 80% 
in 2015, said the PPEC.

And what about that drawer full 
of dead batteries? Where does that 
all go? Here too the trend is positive. 
Teck’s (formerly Cominco) Trail plant 
has been recycling lead-acid batteries 
since pioneering the program 30 years 
ago. It now receives vehicle batteries 

from all over North America, providing 
22% of its lead refining operations. The 
same is true for those AA, AAA and D 
cell batteries, which contain valuable 
zinc and other metals. In 2022, Teck 
Trail Operations recycled 428 tonnes 
of zinc alkaline batteries. In addition, 
electronics waste collected at the 
Nelson depot is trucked to Teck’s plant, 
particularly cathode-ray tube computer 
monitors and TVs. The lead contained 
in these is recovered in the refinery. 

CLARIFICATION
The recycling depots in the 

region are managed by the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay under a 
contract with Recycle BC. Curbside 
collection in the region, however, is 

either provided directly by Recycle 
BC (Areas I, J and parts of H) or by 
municipalities under a contract with 
Recycle BC (Kaslo, Nakusp, Nelson, 
Castlegar and Creston).

submitted
BC Hydro has added a new 

100-kilowatt fast-charging unit to 
its electric vehicle charging station 
on Slocan Avenue in New Denver.

The site was originally built 
with one 50-kilowatt charging unit, 
which can add 50 kilometres of 
driving to an average electric vehicle 
in about 10 minutes. On March 27, 
the additional 100-kilowatt charging 
unit was brought into service. It can 
add 100 kilometres of driving to an 
average electric vehicle in about 10 
minutes. This updated location is also 
wheelchair accessible and has newly 
installed lighting to enhance safety 
for all users.

“Having recent ly bought 
an electric vehicle, I know how 
important it is – especially for those 

BC Hydro expands its EV charging station in New Denver
of us living in more remote and rural 
areas – to know there are charging 
stations we can rely upon for a fast 
charge along the way,” said Josie 
Osborne, Minister of Energy, Mines 
and Low Carbon Innovation.

BC Hydro’s province-wide 
fast-charging network currently 
includes 142 charging units at 83 
sites in communities throughout 
BC. The chargers are funded in a 
partnership with the Province and 
Natural Resources Canada.

Transportation accounts for 
about 40% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in BC.
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Laurel Tree Fabric & Fibre has moved 
next door from 304 6th Avenue to 

302 6th Avenue
Come see our new spring 
collection in our expanded 
premises!
Laurel Tree
302 6th Avenue
New Denver, BC
(250) 777-8968

submitted
The New Denver and Area 

Fire Department has a new 
rescue truck, fully in service 
as of March 19.

“The build was completed 
mid-January and our fire 
crew has been working on 
modifications, trialing new 
equipment configurations 
and completing training on 
new equipment over the past 
few months in preparation 
for a smooth transition,” 
says Mercedes Hicks of the 
department.

The new rescue truck is a 
2022 Dodge Ram 5500 with 
a custom body, designed by 
the New Denver Fire Rescue 
team, and built by Brutus 
Truck Bodies. It replaces the 
department’s existing 2006 
F550 rescue truck.

“Our rescue truck responds 
to essentially every emergency 
call we are dispatched to and 
is specifically configured for 
embankment rescue, road New Denver’s new rescue truck is in service.

New rescue truck for New Denver and area
rescue and medical response,” 
Hicks said.

The New Denver fleet 
includes an engine, two 

by Mark Page
The volunteer Arrow 

Lakes Search and Rescue 
(ALSAR) team in Nakusp 
was on the brink of closure 
in the fall of 2021 when local 
firefighters Craig Kiyono 
and Daniel Abraham were 
approached by the last two 
remaining members about the 
direness of the situation.

“If we were to lose it, it 
would really put some of the 
people that recreate here, our 
community members, at risk,” 
Kiyono said. “If something 
did happen, you are relying 
on SAR groups that are hours 
away to respond.”

S o ,  K i y o n o  a n d 
Abraham jumped in head 
first in February of 2022, 
becoming ALSAR’s new 
president and vice-president 
respectively. Now one year 
later, there are 27 members 
and the group is gaining 
attention from provincial 
SAR organizations for such a 
complete turnaround. 

“We just went gangbusters 
trying to recruit members,” 
Kiyono said.

Elsewhere in the province, 
SAR groups have not always 
found success when faced 
with a similar situation. The 
Keremeos group was recently 
forced to shut down after their 
last two members could not 
recruit any more people to join, 
according to an announcement 
by the BC Search and Rescue 
Association (BCSARA.)

U n l i k e  K e r e m e o s , 
Nakusp is geographically 
isolated and far from other 
communities. ALSAR serves 
an area of about 17,000 square 
kilometres, which Abraham 
said is the largest search area 
in southern BC.

Arrow Lakes Search and Rescue rebuilds
The rebuild has required 

a huge time commitment 
from Kiyono and Abraham. 
They have not only rebuilt 
the team membership, but 
also worked to modernize 
the organization’s computer 
systems and equipment 
caches. 

The first thing to be 
done was to renovate the 
administrat ion room in 
Nakusp’s Emergency Services 
Building. Kiyono said the 
room “looked like a student’s 
apartment” when they arrived, 
full of outdated equipment and 
computer systems.

“Everything had to be 
modernized if  we were 
going to be taken seriously,” 
Abraham said.

After  this  came the 
updating and inspecting of 
rescue gear. Abraham said that 
replacing expired rope alone 
cost $30,000. In addition to 
replacing old equipment, new 
recruits had to be outfitted with 
fitted backpacks, GPS units, 
first aid kits and more. 

These  new  ALSAR 
members also need training. 
In early March, a group of nine 
took Wilderness Advanced 
First Aid and Wilderness First 
Responder courses, costing 
a total of almost $10,000. 
Team members also need 
basic ground search and 
rescue training, ropes courses, 
tracking courses, swiftwater 
rescue courses and avalanche 
safety courses.

Fortunately, many new 
members already have strong 
medical backgrounds. Several 
of them work locally as nurses, 
doctors and paramedics.

In the quest to get up 
to date, Abraham said the 
group has spent well over 

$100,000 while only bringing 
in about $26,000 from grants 
and $25,000 from BCSARA. 
They’ve covered this shortfall 
by dipping into the group’s 
savings, but Abraham and 
Kiyono hope to be able to tap 
big corporate donors in the 
future. To do this, they plan to 
change ALSAR’s designation 
from a society to a registered 
charity.

So far, the group has 
received donations from 
the Village of Nakusp, the 
RDCK, Interfor, Galena Bay 
Contractors, the Nakusp and 
Area Community Forest 
and the Nakusp and Area 
Community Foundation. 

According to BCSARA 
Senior Manager Dwight 
Yochim, BCSARA receives 
about $6 million from the 
Province each year, with about 
$5 million going directly to 
SAR teams. Using statistics 
from 2018, Yochim estimated 
that it cost about $12 million 
for all of the province’s SAR 
teams to be “task ready.”

Right now, the next big 
purchase on ALSAR’s wish 
list is a drone, which would 
set them back about $35,000 
for the unit and training to use 
it properly. Using a drone to 
search difficult and dangerous 
terrain means a huge risk 
reduction for team members. 

Kiyono said they hope to 
get a Columbia Basin Trust 
Resident Directed Grant for 
this, which they have to make 
a public pitch for at the Nakusp 
and District Community 
Complex on April 8. He said 
this would also be a good time 
for anybody looking to talk to 
them about joining the team 
to seek him and Abraham out.

They also need to upgrade 

Wishing all our lovely customers a Happy Easter. 
May you enjoy time with those you love.

Just a reminder, Ice Cream season starts May 1, 
2023 as well as our summer hours.

7am to 8pm daily
May 1 through September 30.

See you soon. 

their radios, which will cost 
about $45,000. Eventually, 
Abraham said they’d like 
to purchase an amphibious 
all-terrain vehicle for about 
$250,000. Currently, ALSAR 
has no snowmobiles or ATVs 
and are seeking this as an all-
in-one solution. They expect 
it to take at least two years to 
fundraise for.

As the team builds its 
capabilities, they can begin to 
respond to more calls. The BC 
search and rescue system has 
regional teams called on for 
certain types of emergencies, 
allowing for specialization and 
cooperation amongst teams. 
ALSAR is on the regional 
team for tracking, but have 
to call on other groups for 
situations such as rescues 
requiring helicopter long-
lining.

Abraham and Kiyono have 
relied heavily on expertise 
from other local SAR groups 
during this rebuilding process. 
The Kaslo SAR team went 
through similar issues about 
nine years ago and Kiyono 
said they have been a huge 
help. He also mentioned the 
Kimberley SAR team as being 
helpful in providing technical 
guidance. 

During the rebuilding 
process, they want to make 
sure new volunteers are in it 
for the long haul. They also 
want to avoid some of the 
interpersonal problems that 
Kiyono said have led to issues 
in other SAR groups and may 
have contributed to ALSAR 
nearly closing its doors.

“We’ve been conscientious 
a b o u t  m a k i n g  t h i s  a 
sustainable group,” Kiyono 
said. “Volunteer burnout is a 
huge concern for us.”

tenders, a rescue truck, a 
rescue boat and a sprinkler 
protection unit. The new 
truck was purchased with 

reserve funds as part of the 
department’s ongoing strategic 
planning to upgrade vehicles 
as they age out of service.
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For Further information regarding 
our services please visit: 

www.kootenaycleanair.com 

Kai Thompson
Kootenay Clean Air - West Division
(250) 777 - 1480

by Jan McMurray
Dike repair work is underway on the 

bank of Carpenter Creek in New Denver.
Silverton Transport has been hired 

by the Village to replace rip rap, lay 
geotextile fabric, and reshape the slopes 
on the dike, reports New Denver’s Chief 
Administrative Officer Lisa Scott.

Work began March 27 and is 
expected to continue to the end of April.

The dike was damaged in the 2020 
freshet. The Village of New Denver 
received funding from BC’s Community 

Repair work on New Denver’s dike is expected to continue to the end of April.

New Denver’s dike getting shored up
Emergency Preparedness Fund and 
Emergency Management BC’s Disaster 
Financial Assistance Program for dike 
repair work.

The Village would also like to 
have flood mitigation work done on 
the creek, but has not yet received the 
approvals or funding for this. “We have 
not yet received confirmation from 
WSA, DWO or MFLNRORD that they 
would approve the mitigation plan, nor 
do we have the funding in place to do 
the work,” Scott said in an email to the 

Valley Voice.
In January 2022, SNT Geotechnical 

Ltd. completed a Carpenter Creek Flood 
Mitigation Report for the Village. The 
report determined the feasibility of 
removing the log jam and trees on 
the gravel bar, and redirecting flows 
directly through the bridge opening by 
excavating a new channel through the 

gravel bar.
New Denver’s dike has no statutory 

right-of-way around it, so is considered 
an ‘orphaned dike’ by the Province. 
Because of this, the Village had to 
apply for a statutory right-of-way before 
starting the current dike repair work.

“These dikes, including flood 
mitigation and bank protection works, 

exist to protect property within the 
Village of New Denver from flooding 
and erosion. A large portion of New 
Denver is considered to be within the 
alluvial fan of Carpenter Creek and as 
such, attention is required to ensure 
safety of residents, visitors, property, 
etc.,” states the Village’s application for 
a statutory right-of-way.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Caribou 

Society (ALCS) has begun another 
year of operating the Central Selkirk 
Caribou maternity pen near Nakusp. 

While this season’s caribou are 
adjusting to the pen, the Kuskanax 
Forest Service Road is closed to the 
public, until April 10. It has been 
closed since March 23.

“ALCS appreciates the public’s 
cooperation while we proceed with 

A cow and calf at Nakusp’s caribou maternity pen last year.

Year two of caribou maternity penning near Nakusp
caribou capture and the animals 
adjust to the maternity pen,” says a 
press release issued by the society. 

The maternity pen is one of the 
recovery efforts aimed at the Central 
Selkirk herd of Southern Mountain 
Woodland Caribou. The population 
of this subspecies of caribou has 
drastically declined over the last 
20 years. In 2021, the herd census 
counted 28 animals in the wild, down 
from 92 animals in 2010, and 222 
animals in 1997. 

“Because  of  th i s  severe 
population decline, recovery of 
the population would be next to 
impossible without actions such 
as maternity penning, habitat 
restoration, predator management 
programs, and adaptive recreation 

management plans with local 
recreation groups like the Arrow 
Lakes Ridge Riders,” says the 
release.

The maternity pen is located 
on Kuskanax Road, 10 kilometres 
northeast of Nakusp. It is supported 
by many businesses, organizations 
and individuals. Donations are 
accepted through the project’s 
GoFundMe page.

ALCS was formed following two 
well attended public forums to discuss 
caribou recovery efforts around 
Nakusp. A non-profit organization 
headquartered in Nakusp, ALCS 
provides a local voice in land use 
decision making in regards to 
recovery efforts of the Central 
Selkirk caribou subpopulation.




