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by Jan McMurray
A microbrewery in downtown 

New Denver could become a reality in 
18-24 months, project proponents told 
New Denver council at the March 14 
council meeting. Plans are progressing 
for the development, to be located on 
the empty lot on the main street where 
the hardware store used to be. 

Project proponents Jason Hartley, 
Anita Werner and Tyler Bradly attended 
the March 14 council meeting to 
provide an overview of the project and 
to ask for a letter of support. Council 
was only too happy to oblige.

Councillor Colin Moss summed 
up the sentiment of council when he 
said, “It’s a great idea. Why would we 

Microbrewery coming to downtown New Denver
oppose it?”

Bradly started the presentation 
with a brief description of the proposed 
building. It would be 2,000 square feet, 
with the brewery and tasting room on 
the main floor and a full basement for 
storage of supplies. The building would 
also have residential space on the upper 
floor, Bradly said, which could serve as 
staff accommodation, or as long-term 
or holiday rental space. 

The facility would be open seven 
days a week year-round and serve 
“delicious beer and non-alcoholic 
beverages” and food, such as pizza, 
using products from local farms as 
much as possible. There would be 
semi-regular music and events, space to 

showcase local art, and possibly a café. 
A large patio is also planned.

“We feel it could add to the 
vibrancy of downtown and enhance 
tourism,” he said.

Werner added that the brewery 
would be on the ‘BC Ale Trail’ along 
with the breweries in Nelson and Kaslo 
and elsewhere in the province. She 
said they had met with owners of the 
brewery in Revelstoke and in Kaslo 
(Angry Hen Brewery), “and they are 
supportive. After talking to them, we 
realize this is quite a feasible project. 
Following some of their models and 
successes, we might just be successful!”

Werner said the building would be 
well insulated and have solar panels 

and an EV plug-in. Takeout containers 
would be compostable and there would 
be a “robust” livestock program for 
food waste.

Hartley explained that they are 
currently brewing at his home in New 
Denver, and plan to take the product 
to farmers’ markets this season. To do 
this, they need a permit from the Village 
for ‘temporary industrial use.’ These 
permits are good for six months and 
are non-renewable, “so we’re asking 
for your help with that,” Hartley said, 
to allow them to brew at his home until 
the downtown building is completed. 
They have no plans to sell beer from 
home, he added.

Councillor Danika Hammond 

asked if they had looked into septic 
requirements. Hartley said they would 
have two separate systems to avoid 
having to shut down in the event that 
the brewery septic system failed. 

Councillor Moss added that council 
had been talking about one-way traffic 
on a portion of 6th Avenue to give 
businesses patio space, so the brewery 
may be able to have a bigger patio.

Hartley said they had been working 
with Village staff quite a bit already 
on zoning, business licencing, the 
temporary use permit and the building 
permit.

“The more you work with the 
Village, the better,” Mayor Leonard 
Casley said.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

There needs to be at least some 
decorum when downhill skiing into a 
man-made lagoon, according to Summit 
Lake Ski and Snowboard Area’s Board 
President Eric Waterfield.

“They have to wear clothes,” he 
said. “We’ve had people try to come 
down in their underwear.”

A picture on the wall of Summit’s 
day lodge shows local skier Forest 
Humphreys doing just that. This time 
he arrived fully-clothed – in a lizard 
costume. 

“They said nothing inappropriate 
this year,” Humphreys commented 
after his Slush Cup run that was part 
of Summit’s season-ending Winter 
Carnival on March 18.

The Slush Cup followed a costume 
contest and a ‘dummy downhill’ in 
which hand-made dummies are sent 
careening downhill on skis and over a 
jump. The festivities brought a decent 
crowd out to Summit, with jam-packed 
parking lots overflowing out onto the 
highway.

Despite the crowds, the ski area is 
dealing with financial struggles due to 
ever-increasing operating costs. They 
also need more cash to complete planned 
base area upgrades. 

Waterfield said it is difficult for the 
ski hill to pay the increased costs of 
insurance, fuel and wages. 

“Everything is running really tight,” 
he said. “Some things are skyrocketing 
on us and there is nothing we can do 
about it.”

The biggest surge is in the cost of 
insurance premiums, which Waterfield 
said has tripled over the past five years. 

Operating since 1961, Summit Lake 
is run by a non-profit and board members 
like Waterfield are volunteers. But there 

Summit Lake Ski Hill Winter Carnival
are seven regular employees working 
on most days, and they need to be paid.

“Right down to dollars and cents 
we don’t have enough to pay the staff 
anymore,” Waterfield said.

Heavy December snow meant the 
hill was able to open a bit early this year, 
just before Christmas, but also meant an 
early closing date. Waterfield said they 
will have had 65 open days this year – 
the same as last – and can’t afford to stay 
open for more. 

COVID also took a toll on the ski 
area financially. For the previous two 
seasons, they had to keep the kitchen in 
the day lodge closed and at times even 
limit the number of skiers. The kitchen 
was fully open this season for the first 
time since 2020.

Despite having difficulties keeping 
up with operating costs, Summit Lake 
is still able to begin base area upgrades 
thanks to a $699,150 Rural Development 
Grant from the BC government they 
received in 2022. This funding is paying 
for construction of a new handle tow lift 
hut and a new groomer shed, and will 
partly fund a new day lodge. 

The handle tow hut is almost finished 
and the groomer shed will be going up 
this summer.

But the ski area still needs about 
$400,000 more for the day lodge project, 
says board member Mason Hough, even 
after the grant and a commitment from 
the Columbia Basin Trust. The price tag 
for the new day lodge will be around $1.2 
million. Hough said he hoped to have that 
project underway in 2024.

Plans for the project date back 
to 2015 and originally included 
a 10,000-square-foot facility. After 
building costs skyrocketed during the 
pandemic, the board decided on more 
modest designs for a 3,500-square-foot 
building – a bit larger than the current 

structure.
Hough said the original design 

would have been too big for the hillside 
it sits on, as well as being too expensive.

The project will preserve the rental 
shop section of the current day lodge, 
which was built as an addition just 15 
years ago. The new section will replace 
the bathrooms, kitchen and seating areas.

Other base area buildings will 
get new roofs and siding during the 
renovations.

There are long-term plans for lift 
upgrades as well, though not in the 
immediate future. Summit has the tenure 
rights to add another 500 vertical feet of 
terrain, which would double the current 
vertical drop.

Also in discussion is what Summit 
can do to add activities for summer 
months. Many other ski resorts have built 
mountain biking trails and have become 
year-round destinations.

“We’re trying to figure out what we 
can do for summer events,” Waterfield 
said. “But I think that’s down the road.”

Base area upgrades need to be 
finished first, and more donations and 
more volunteers are needed to finish 
them. Hough said they are seeking 
additional grant money but won’t qualify 
unless they can show they are also getting 
local donations or volunteer contractors 
and tradespeople to do some of the work.

The importance of Summit Lake 
Ski Area to the local community was 

certainly on display at the Winter 
Carnival, with many participants saying 
they have been skiing and riding at the 
hill for decades. 

After splashing into the Slush Cup 
lagoon, 15-year-old Sophia Ballard was 
asked how long she had been skiing at 
Summit.

“Like, since I was born,” she said.
Besides the Winter Carnival, 

Waterfield said they had big turnouts 
for their club ski events and Friday 
night-skiing, along with the usual crowds 
packing the hill on powder days. The ski 
club now needs these same crowds to 
show up to help fund and build the day 
lodge and keep their local ski hill going 
for years to come.

Christina Mavinic of Silverton carves across water in Summit Lake Ski Area’s annual Slush Cup.
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LIZARDS EMERGING 
Reptiles (lizards, snakes, turtles) are cold-
blooded vertebrates with scales. The 10-20 cm 
Northern Alligator Lizard, documented in Upper 
Bonanza Ck. wetland, emerges from rock 
crevices below the frostline April/May, ending 
its winter brumation (torpor) period. Females 
bear 2-10 live young Aug/Sept. Independent 
from birth, newborns immediately venture out 
to feed on insects. Yes, they drop their tail if 
captured, then grow them back.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Regional District of Central 
Kootenay official says residents of 
Area H, New Denver, Silverton and 
Slocan are facing a ‘perfect storm’ of 
conditions this year that are driving 

Slocan Valley villages face ‘perfect storm’ pushing RDCK taxes up
RDCK tax increases anywhere from 
17-23%.

Chief Financial Officer Yev 
Malloff said not only are inflation 
and other factors increasing the 
cost of government, but last year’s 
property assessments mean local 

landowners are collectively picking 
up a greater share of that tax bill.

“Because all four areas – H, New 
Denver, Silverton and Slocan – have 
higher-than-average assessment 
increases, they pick up a greater 
share of services shared across the 

regional district,” said Yev Malloff at 
the March 13 Slocan Valley budget 
consultation meeting held online by 
the RDCK. “So that is driving some 
of the tax increase this year.”

Malloff’s presentation detailed 
those budget pressures pushing taxes 
higher across the regional district 
this year. Inflation, rising interest 
rates and salary increases are all 
base factors, as are an increase of 
eight staff members, IT costs, travel 
benefits for the board of directors, 
and the increase in the provincial 
property assessments. 

“Those three [villages] are 
picking up a greater share of services 
– general admin, GIS, building 
inspection, planning, etc. – and 
they’re even picking up a greater 
share of the services from Area H 
because they were close to 26-29% 
[assessment increase], compared 
to about 17% in Area H…,” said 
Malloff. “A greater-than-average 
increase in assessment values will 
also drive up your taxation increase. 
We have sort of a perfect storm for 
those three municipalities, hitting 
their taxation.”

Other cost increases include an 
extra 4% to cover waste recovery 
operations (as well as a 10% 
tipping fee increase), more for 
emergency/911 service, and 8% 
more for rural administration (in 
Area H). Another big driver of 
the increase in some areas was 
fire protection, which has had to 
invest heavily in new equipment and 
building upgrades to meet provincial 
standards and safety codes.

“That’s a big one for areas that 
are in fire protection,” said Malloff. 
“Fire protection accounts for up to 
45-55% of some people’s total tax 
bills.”
Community 
breakdowns

RDCK officials try to average 
out the rate increases, but property 
owners’ bills will vary depending on 
the community they live in and what 
service areas they belong to. Local 
taxpayers pay to cover their own fire 

and recreation services, making each 
area’s costs unique.

From New Denver, the RDCK 
will be seeking about 23% more 
money than last year to run 
operations. The average property 
owner will pay RDCK taxes of about 
$172.41 per $200,000 value of a 
home. That’s about a 23% increase 
from last year.

In Silverton, taxpayers will pay 
about $183.11 per $200,000 worth of 
home. That’s about a 19% increase. 

In Slocan, a homeowner will pay 
$467.73 per $250,000 of home, also a 
19% change. More than half that cost 
is for maintenance and upgrades of 
the fire protection system.

Area H is split into two sections, 
averaged out to about a 17% increase 
from last year. Area H North 
taxpayers will pay $311.93 per 
$200,000 value in their home. Area 
H South taxpayers will pay $562.73 
per $250,000 value of home.

Water rates are increasing by 
15% for users of the Rosebery 
Highlands water system and by 10% 
for South Slocan water users. The 
parcel tax for each system, however, 
is not increasing this year.

Increases to slow?
It’s the second year in a row that 

New Denver residents will see a 
substantial RDCK tax increase. That 
prompted John Fyke, a councillor 
from that community, to note that 
if the current rate continues for 
two more years, taxes would have 
doubled by 2025. 

But Malloff told Fyke that he 
thought it unlikely that the RDCK 
would be seeing the same pressures 
on the budget that they have the last 
few years.

“I would expect it to be lower,” he 
said. “Again, we’ve seen some really 
strange things over the last three 
years, but I would expect inflation to 
be topping out or dropping… I would 
not expect all three – the inflation, 
the bill coming out of the pandemic, 
cost increases, and the greater-than-
average assessment –  to increase 
over the next three years.”

Overall, local leaders attending 
the meetings said they were satisfied 
with the budget numbers they heard.

“Seventeen percent tax increase 
is a substantial increase,” says Area 
H Director Walter Popoff. “I’ve 
looked every which way to keep it 
down. But the main impact of the 
budget is the administrative portion, 
partially due to the staffing increases 
we are having…” 

“It doesn’t look as bad as I 
thought,” said Silverton Mayor Colin 
Ferguson. “I was concerned about 
the increase in property values… I 
haven’t heard from residents yet, but 
I think it doesn’t look too bad at all. 
Our taxes have not gone up the way 
people were dreading they might.”

That will likely bring property 
owners little comfort as they dig 
deeper into their pockets to pay the 
taxman this year.

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Taxpayers in the Village of 
Nakusp will likely see the smallest 
increase in taxes from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay this 
year, thanks to a combination of 
factors.

Townies in the Arrow Lakes 
village will likely see an increase 
of around 2%, while people living 
in the surrounding rural Area K will 
pay around 6.8% more this year, 
depending on which community 
they live in. 

The RDCK’s Chief Financial 
Officer told the very few people who 
attended a meeting to discuss the 
2023 budget in Area K and Nakusp 
that services the Village gets from the 
RDCK weren’t needing a lot more 
money this year.

“ T h e  s e r v i c e s  N a k u s p 
participates in didn’t see the large 
increases that other areas did,” said 
Yev Malloff.

One proviso, however: Malloff 
warned new hires approved by the 
board in February may increase that 
tax rate by 2% on top of the numbers 
he gave that night.

The regional government held a 
series of meetings this month across 
the West Kootenay to talk about this 
year’s budget and taxes. Like the rest 
of the region, Area K and Nakusp are 
being asked to pay more to cover 
the rising cost of government. From 
salary increases and bank interest 
rates to inflationary and service 
pressures, the RDCK is seeing a need 
for about a 9.42% overall increase 
this year. (See ‘RDCK board finds it 
hard to say no to hires, despite budget 
pressures,’ Valley Voice, February 
23, 2023)

But because of the way the 
regional government works – with 
some services being paid by all, 
while others are only paid for by 
people in specific communities – just 
how much taxpayers will be asked 
for differs from area to area. 

In Nakusp, a homeowner will 
be charged about $349.14 for every 
$250,000 value in their home. That’s 
actually down from last year, when 
the bill was $391.04. (The rate per 
$250,000 is down a bit across the 

Nakusp residents to see smallest increase in RDCK taxes
RDCK, because the assessed values 
of most houses has increased – 
in Nakusp’s case, by about 14%. 
That means overall, the average 
homeowner will pay a lower rate, but 
end up with a bit bigger bill because 
their house is worth more.)

The average resident of Area 
K will pay $484.59 per $250,000 
value of their home. That’s up from 
$437.94 last year.
Water service bill adds up

The  smal l  Ar row Lakes 
communities will see different 
taxation amounts. What’s driving 
costs up there are the need to maintain 
and upgrade water systems, as well 
as providing more money for waste 
management, fire and emergency 
services.

In some instances, specific 
services also make up a large 
part of the community’s taxes. In 
Edgewood, for example, the street 
lighting system eats about one-third 
of the tax requisition. The Fauquier 
Fire Brigade takes a quarter of that 
community’s tax revenue, while 
maintaining the arena takes up one-
third of both the Area K and Nakusp 
budgets.

Malloff noted, however, that 
despite the increases, the tax 
burden in those communities is still 
significantly lower than the rest of 
the region. 

In Burton, a homeowner will pay 
$199.77 per $250,000. However, 
the water user fee is increasing 10% 
while the parcel tax is increasing 
20%, to fund aging water line 
replacement later this year. The 
community’s well pump also has to 
be replaced.

Edgewood homeowners will pay 
an average of $287.45 per $250,000 
of home value. There, users will see 
a 4% water user fee increase and 15% 
water parcel tax increase this year. 

In Fauquier, homeowners will 
see $274.87 in taxes per $250,000. 

But water user fees are increasing 
15% while the parcel tax for water is 
going up 10%, to pay for aging water 
line replacement projects planned for 
2023-2024. 

Overall, resource recovery is 

expected to cost about 4% more this 
year for all of Area K and Nakusp. 
Other services – like the library, 
museum, archives, cemetery and 
sports complex – are all receiving a 
small or no increase this year.
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EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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In support of 
Wulf

I for one enjoy Wulf Mense’s letters 
to the editor. The world is still beautiful 
because maybe “angry old men” still care 
and pay attention to what is going on. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Thank you, 
Silverton council

At the March 15 Silverton council 
meeting, council voted 4-1 to reinstate 
an address on Water Street. A huge thank 
you to the four councillors and the CAO 
for this decision. This is a big relief for 
us. We will sleep well now.

Again, thank you.
Don Broughton

Silverton

Greetings from 
the Yukon

The balloon that recently moseyed 
over the USA has been described as a 
brazen violation of its airspace. All of 
those decades-long SR71 (which moved 
at MACH ridiculous speeds and irony 
of ironies were made with Russian 
titanium – long story, look it up) and 
U2 spy plane overflights of the former 
Soviet Union were not brazen violations 
of the then Soviet Union’s airspace? A 
Hail Mary – not RADAR controlled – 
SAM (Surface to Air Missile) shot, once 
came within 20 feet of an SR71 while it 

Electoral reform 
needed now

In the latest Valley Voice, mention 
of federal-riding redistribution of rural 
areas into more populated urban settings 
is the wrong approach to take and clearly 
shows why we need to change our 
current democratic voting system. We 
need a proportional representation type 
of electoral system, both federally and 
provincially, if our democracy is to adapt 
to generational changes in society. A 
prime example is the imbalance in the 
newly proposed West Kootenay federal 
ridings. Putting Kaslo and the surrounding 
area in the proposed Columbia-Kootenay-
Southern Rockies riding, and the Slocan 
Valley into the Vernon-North Okanagan-
Monashee riding, is further isolating these 
rural communities from the full benefits 
of our area resources, and the facilities, 
and services that urban centres can afford. 
Every area has different particular quality 
attributes and needs equal representation 
and protection if we are to be considered 
a democratic conscientious nation.

Mike Simpson
New Denver

Code of Conduct
Breaking news: Municipalities in 

Excess deaths
As a life-long progressive, I never 

thought I’d be watching Fox News. 
There’s a lot of things Tucker Carlson 
espouses that seem weird and right wing 
to me; I’m in favour of gun control. I think 
building a wall between Mexico and the 
US is the absolute poorest solution to 
illegal immigration and drug control. 
I despise Trump as a misogynist and a 
bully, and I don’t doubt that he instigated 
the attempted insurrection on January 
6, 2020.

But. On other issues I agree with 
him, and it seems like there is no longer 
a firm constellation of issues separating 
progressives and conservatives. 
In fact, it seems to me that so-called 
progressive governments (Democrats 
in the US, Liberals here) have sold out 
their supporters in many ways. Without 
presenting a laundry list, I will just 
mention vaccine mandates as being one 
place where government thought they 
could cut a fat hog, which is to say that 
as government continues to insist that the 
mRNA vaccine is ‘safe and effective,’ that 
fat hog is turning into a scared little weiner 
pig with turbo cancer.

I want to draw your attention to 
Tucker Carlson’s interview with Ed 
Dowd, who wrote Cause Unknown. Ed 
Dowd was a Wall Street analyst, and was 
horrified to see that excess deaths among 
healthy working-age adults jumped up 
40% over the average in 2021. Both men 
come across as sincere and believable, 
and the number of excess deaths in the 
US since 2021 is staggering. I’m sorry 
for the long URL, but in my opinion this 
is a must watch.

https://rumble.com/v2ailv0-tucker-
carlson-interview-ed-dowd.html

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Changing the way 
we fuel ourselves

The historian Ronald Wright, who 
wrote The Short History of Progress, also 
wrote about the history of fuel and claims: 
“The greatest times of upheaval, conflict 
and war have to do with fuel.” 

As the world clamours to change the 
way we fuel ourselves, our Prime Minister 

Silverton council
I must say how sorry I feel for those 

on Silverton council currently. This 
village has been plagued with issues 
over the years and seems to be rocky, 
yet again. It’s hard to be on council in a 
very small community. I had problems 
with the number of issues that were put 
in camera and discussed behind closed 
doors when I sat on council, and it seems 
to have gotten much worse (two hours in 
camera in November and another two 
hours in January). But again, it’s all held 
in camera so the residents won’t know 
what’s going on – except for the rumours 
that are running rampant on the streets. 

It’s time the Village of Silverton 
became more transparent and started 
speaking to the residents about what is 

More news from 
Geek Country

I know some think Council 
Procedures Bylaws are pretty boring, 
but I LOVE this stuff! New Denver 
council continues to hash out what, and 
who, they will allow and not allow at 
council meetings. Fascinating. Progress 
is happening! At the last meeting, staff 
and councillors displayed more appetite to 
allow for public online participation. Staff 
mentioned they were looking into using 
Webex or Zoom as a possible platform 
for electronic meeting attendance. In 
other good news, the ‘one-year ban’ 
on correspondence on the same issue 
was completely removed and they will 
add language to the ‘one-year ban’ on 
delegations on the same issue with 
something like “unless there is some 
substantially new information or request.” 
But sadly (in my humble opinion), 
they removed all parameters around 
councillors attending electronically. 
Meaning, any number of councillors, for 
as long as they want, need not physically 
attend. Personally, I feel if someone wants 
to represent our community, they should 
experience all the seasons. But hey, that’s 
just me. 

Question Period continues to be a 
sticking point. Most other councils allow 
questions at the end of a meeting, after all 
issues have been discussed. No-brainer, 
right? New Denver’s is BEFORE any 
new discussion begins. Kind of useless. 
At the February 28 meeting, I’m 100% 
sure I heard staff suggest that council 

was violating airspace. The Americans 
fired a $400,000 air-to-air missile at the 
dastardly moseying balloon. They didn’t 
miss. Bravo!

PS: Would the late Ayn Rand laugh if 
I told her I was writing a novel titled Of 
Mies and Mien?

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory

going on. You put out warnings about 
our drinking water. You say there are 
deficiencies, yet it is safe to drink. What 
exactly is the issue? Your message is 
very vague. You would think this would 
be an important issue to discuss at the 
public council meeting on March 15, 
yet it wasn’t put on the agenda and you 
had a roomful in attendance expecting 
to hear what the issue was. Hopefully 
this isn’t another push to chlorinate our 
drinking water. 

We see the Village of New Denver 
plowing our streets and picking up our 
garbage and we are told you have staff 
shortages and multiple safety audits 
going on. Now we see a whole new 
public works crew. You say to contact 
the office for more information, yet 
there are no staff to answer the phones 
or reply to emails. Maybe it’s time for a 
town-hall-style meeting with an outside 
moderator, where residents can freely ask 
questions of council and CAO, and find 
out what is going on instead of listening to 
rumours on the streets and reading about 
Silverton’s issues on hydro poles around 
town. There are rumours like chlorinating 
the water, pulling Silverton out of fire 
protection, selling local amenities to 
put in housing, just to name a few. I’d 
book the venue for the meeting but the 
new liability insurance the Village now 
requires for anything going on in the 
community, makes doing things here 
more difficult and expensive so people are 
going elsewhere for their events.

Tanya Gordon
Silverton

Trudeau is putting on the push for electric 
cars and hybrids. A book entitled Cobalt 
Red by Siddharth Kara tells the grim tale 
of ‘How the Blood of the Congo Powers 
our Lives.’ He went to the Congo and 
met with the people and witnessed the 
horrifying conditions of slavery and 
severe environmental devastation. 

Cobalt is the primary element in 
the batteries for cars and smart phones, 
computers and all the paraphernalia most 
everyone deems so important and is found 
in large amounts in the Congo. There are 
mining pits the size of London, England 
being mined with crude tools by Africans 
as young as five years old, earning $1 per 
day and adults earning $2-$4 per day, 
breathing toxic dust. Women with babies 
on their backs work in these unbelievable 
conditions. Some pits have collapsed, 
burying people. We know nothing of 
these hardships in our blind clamour for 
electric cars and devices. The makers of 
these devices claim to be environmentally 
conscientious and to promote humane 
working conditions – I don’t think so!

In 1961, Congolese President Patrice 
Lumumba was assassinated with US 
sanction due to his socialist principles. 
He was pro the people of the Congo. The 
US wanted him dead. The pro-Western 
Mobutu was instated. Another book, The 
Assassination of Patrice Lumumba by 
Ludo De Witte tells the history.

So where are we now thinking we’re 
moving in a good way, ordering our 
electric cars? We must carefully examine 
all of this. Slavery is alive and well, sorry 
to say. Slow down, meditate, walk and 
CARE.

Marilyn James once said: “Please 
think of the impact to all our relations 
when you flip on the electric switch on 
the wall.”

Dianne Carter
Winlaw

British Columbia are leaping on the 
bandwagon of good behaviour. The need 
for a ‘code of conduct’ to manage council 
meetings and day-to-day interaction 
with the electorate indicates something 
lacking either within management or with 
the citizens who may be argumentative 
(sometimes with good reason). It is 
probably against human nature to be 
positive and upbeat all the time, but most 
of the time is something to strive for. 
If folks who manage our villages and 
cities and the citizens who are concerned 
enough to attend meetings acted with 
integrity, told the truth as they see it, 
spoke with respect to others, LISTENED 
to what was being said, there would be 
no need for a written-in-stone ‘code of 
conduct.’ 

I believe that most civic leaders who 
are elected are dedicated to the betterment 
of their community and the well-being 
of the citizens who live there. If not, they 
are in the wrong business. Civility costs 
nothing and engenders good relationships 
both within the confines of village halls 
as well as interactions with the public. If 
an elected official or a staff member or a 
member of the public is constantly rude 
or discourteous, having a formalized 
‘code of conduct’ is useless. Any change 
in behaviour has to come from within, not 
imposed upon by some words on a page. 
Bottom line: act and speak as if you were 
talking to your grandma.

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo
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continued from page 4
informally allow the media questions at 
the meeting’s end until a media policy 
is written and approved. Unfortunately, 
when asked at the March 14 meeting, the 
mayor refused. What is the big deal? Just 
let people ask questions at the end of the 
meeting like the rest of the world does.

The other puzzling piece is the 
complete lack of Public Comment and 
Question Period at every other meeting. 
Council meets at the end of each month 
as a Committee of the Whole (COW). 
A lot of the new or revised bylaws are 
hashed out here. According to staff, the 
people around the table at a COW meeting 
discussing Village business are NOT 
councillors – they have been magically 
transformed into committee members. 
And, according to staff, committees 
NEVER take input from the public 
– whether at the meeting or by letter 
addressed to councillors. I call bull-
pucky on that one. Because I am such 
a geek, I checked Roberts Rules about 
public participation in a COW. It states 
that each committee makes the decision 
whether they will, or will not, allow public 
comment as an item on the agenda of the 
committee of the whole.

Each successive kick at this can has 
improved openness and transparency 
between our elected officials and 
the people of New Denver. The next 
discussion takes place at 7 pm Tuesday 
March 28. Stay tuned. How could this 
not be fascinating?

Kathy Hartman
New Denver

Immigration
I just heard another pundit doing his 

best to further the entrenched Canadian 
opinion that immigration is good for the 
country. I do believe that some Canadians 
who make their fortunes by employing 
other people to make money for them will 
profit from more immigration. The more 
people they have available to employ, 
especially if they are people who are 
willing to work for less money, the better 
off they will be financially. I also believe 
that SOME immigration is good for the 
country at large because new people 
often have new, and sometimes better 
perspectives. 

I don’t believe we should increase 
immigration simply because there are 
jobs to fill that are not being filled. Canada 
has many homeless and destitute people, 
and many people who are living in poor 
conditions due to the outrageous increases 
we have seen in the cost of housing, 
much of it due to an overabundance of 
immigrants. I don’t blame the immigrants 
– the world is very harsh in many, many 
countries – but overzealously increasing 
the population of Canada is unlikely to 
have a huge effect on the problems of 
the world. More likely, it will only serve 
to deteriorate living conditions in this 
country.

Our current federal coalition 
government is planning to bring in 
one and a half million immigrants and 
permanent residents in the next three 
years. That’s two more Ottawas and 
another Edmonton. The government 
would have us believe that we have to 
bring in more people to build houses for 

Letters to the editor 
should belong to 
your readers

Art Joyce’s letter ‘Response to 
Dave McCormick’ disturbed me and 
reminded me of a similar experience I 
had a couple of years ago when I wrote 
a letter critical of Joyce’s article on 5G. I 
was not prepared for the blistering attack 
from Mr. Joyce that appeared next issue 
in letters to the editor.

My exper ience  wi th  o ther 
publications has been that letters to the 
editor provide an opportunity for the 
readership to comment on published 
articles, not for journalists to attack their 
readers. Both in Mr. McCormick’s case 
and my case, Mr. Joyce accused your 
readers of “ad hominem” attacks, but 
I cannot think of better examples of 
ad hominem attacks than Mr. Joyce’s 
responses to both of us. (I hate to correct 
Mr. Joyce’s Latin, but ad hominem 
means to attack the person – not just 
name calling.)  

As an experienced writer, Mr. Joyce 
has many literary devices at his disposal 
to demean and discredit anyone who 
disagrees with his ideas, and he uses 
them brilliantly to attack his critics “ad 
hominem” in his letters to the editor. As a 
journalist writing articles on controversial 
topics, Mr. Joyce should expect criticism 
from your readers. It goes with the 
territory.  

H i s  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  M r. 
McCormick: “Presumably he as a 
blogger is in a better position to assess 
the facts and research than someone like 
myself who has been a journalist for 
30-plus years and has researched and 
written 11 published books” is telling. Is 
he saying that we mere mortals should 
have no say on topics of the day but bow 
down to his opinions?

A main thrust of Mr. Joyce’s letter 
is that “no science of his own to rebut 

my arguments” is provided. Within the 
scope of a 500-word letter, it is difficult 
to debunk all of the ‘authorities,’ studies 
and references quoted in Mr. Joyce’s 
article and so Mr. McCormick refers the 
reader to his blog where he is able to do 
a fine job of that at leisure. Mr. Joyce 
– likely wanting to impress the reader 
with another Latin word – accuses him 
of a “solipsistic” for doing this, which it 
clearly is not.

Anyway, this is an appeal to the 
editor and publisher to respect your 
readers by protecting them from such 
withering responses to their letters in the 
future. I can assure you that the prospect 
of such responses is just as effective a 
form of censorship as refusing to print 
a letter from a reader – and maybe that 
accounts, at least in part, for why the 
letters to the editor currently tend to over-
represent certain points of view.

Letters to the editor should be for 
your readers – not your journalists. 
Journalists get their say in the articles you 
publish. We get our say by commenting 
on those articles.

Rory Lindsay
Lemon Creek

ChatGPT is here
“As the use of artificial intelligence 

technology continues to rise, it’s 
important to consider the impact it has 
on our society.” ChatGPT, a language 
model developed by OpenAI, is a prime 
example of this growing trend.

“On one hand, ChatGPT has the 
potential to revolutionize the way we 
interact with technology. Its advanced 
natural language processing capabilities 
allow for seamless communication and 
the ability to process vast amounts of 
information quickly and accurately. This 
can lead to improved customer service, 
more efficient task completion, and a 
better overall user experience.

“However, it also poses potential 
negative consequences, such as replacing 
human jobs, spreading misinformation, 
and exacerbating economic inequality.”

I did not write these opening 
paragraphs; ChatGPT did. While most 
new apps need months to reach one 
million users, ChatGPT did it in five 
days, a record. Tired of Google and 
Duck Duck Go search engines with 
their endless links, advertisements and 
possible malicious spyware and tracking 
technologies? Try The ChatGPT for a 
search experience independent of money 
(for now).

Google will put you to the top 
position of its search engines, whether 
your product or idea is any good, as 
long as you pay them. This is why I 
abandoned Google years ago – because 
the information was biased to people with 
the most money to launch their idea to the 
top search, which most people click on, 
ignoring any subsequent search pages.

The potential for teaching and 
learning is amazing. ChatGPT is like a 
giant brain with trillions of connections, 
able to spit out a coherent answer in a 
few seconds. Students are already using 
it to write term papers and essays. If you 
do not have $50,000 in student loans to 
learn at a university, ChatGPT may be 
the alternative.

Queer community 
here is suffering

This beautiful valley has a long 
history of harbouring people who resist 
fascism and government control. The 
Doukhobors. The draft dodgers. The 
entire weed industry. This area is also 
home to a diverse group of LGBTQ 
people. This Valley has been known 
across Canada as a rural safe haven for 
queer and trans people. 

I know that people in this area really 
pride themselves on being progressive 
and so I find myself regularly disturbed 
by the increasingly right-wing rhetoric 
published in the letters to the editor 
section of this paper. I am frightened 
when I read anti-immigrant, pro-gun 
and anti-LGBTQ sentiments in our local 
media. 

Right now, the age-old storyline that 
queer people are a danger to children is 
rearing its ugly head again. It is a powerful 
narrative that is used to pull people into 
right-wing ways of thinking by triggering 
their deep and unnegotiable instinct to 
protect children, and it’s working! People 
in this area are becoming increasingly 
fearful of and hateful towards queer 
people. The Drag Story Hour (an event 
where people fully dressed in costumes 
read children’s books to children) at 
the local library was cancelled due to 
threats of violence. Across the US, 
armed right-wing extremist groups have 
been protesting drag shows. Across the 
US this year, hundreds of anti-LGBTQ 
bills have been proposed and many are 
becoming legislation. These bills include 
barring transgender people from using 
public washrooms if children are present, 
giving the state of Florida jurisdiction 
to remove children from their families 
if anyone in the family is undergoing a 

us, but clearly the people we bring in 
will be competing in the same real estate 
market as our own young Canadians who 
have been priced out of the dream of ever 
owning their own home. So the plan is to 
bring in a bunch of new people to fill as 
many jobs as we can possibly produce, 
and leave the unfortunate, underprivileged 
Canadian citizens sitting on the sidewalk, 
cup in hand, or languishing in a homeless 
shelter. I believe that Canada’s governors 
have an obligation to look after their own 
citizens first, and should busy themselves 
with that task. The UN would have us 
overpopulate our country to the same 
degree that most of the rest of the world 
has already achieved, but no Canadian 
should be foolish enough to believe that 
doing so will improve their lot.

The beauty of Canada is that there are 
many places that are not so overcrowded, 
but many places in Canada are already 
overpopulated, and eating up their natural 
environment.

Every job we create, every house or 
car we build, and every immigrant we 
admit takes another bite out of Mother 
Nature’s arse.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

I always disliked the notion that four 
to ten years in university was a passport to 
a good income in North America. Plenty 
of smart workers without a university 
degree have been passed up for far too 
long in what I call the education scam. 
Then it gives rise to the over-educated 
person who can’t find a position in their 
field of knowledge and end up working at 
Starbuck’s making cappuccinos.

ChatGPT can write you a sonnet, 
haiku or poem in seconds. If you don’t 
like the poem, regenerate a response 
or tweak your question to generate the 
results you want. It can even tell a few 
jokes, though they are corny. Still taking 
baby steps, imagine ChatGPT after 
Microsoft has bucked up a promised 
$10 billion for further development with 
OpenAI!

While currently not sentient, 
ChatGPT sure has potential and that 
is when the scary Terminator movies 
could actually become real. The USA 
military already has robotic dogs that will 
obey commands. ChatGPT also makes 
mistakes and is not infallible.  

Try out ChatGPT with something 
you know a lot about, test it and I think 
you will be astonished at the potential 
tool humanity can grasp with its mammal 
primate mind.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

gender transition and banning drag shows 
in Tennessee. 

There are a lot of queer and trans 
parents in this community. There are 
queer youth in this community. We are 
terrified for our families across the border 
and now that this hateful rhetoric is here 
in Canada, we are terrified for ourselves. 

I am asking you to stand with us. 
Reject the idea that we are a danger to 
children and understand that calling the 
library and making violent threats to a 
children’s event is dangerous to children! 
You’re better than this! We are better than 
this! We are always going to be here. 
We’re going to continue to be ourselves, 
to love each other and hold each other 
through this onslaught of hatred that is 
trying to annihilate us – just as we always 
have done. 

I do not want to live in a world 
where people are not free to dress up in 
costume and be freaks. I don’t want to 
live in a world without art and freedom of 
expression. I don’t want to live in a world 
without drag and I cannot live without 
queer and trans people. I know that there 
are queer people in your life. We’re your 
neighbours. We’re making the music 
you’re listening to and the movies you 
watch. We’re an important part of what 
makes this world beautiful. Do you really 
want to live in a world without us?

Dani-Rae Clark
Winlaw

Greetings 
Richard Cannings

As you know, the Slocan Valley 
is part of the South Okanagan - West 
Kootenay federal riding. We are part of 
the west Kootenay region and there is at 
least 300 km between us and the North 
Okanagan - Shuswap federal riding. 
It is irrational and illogical to consider 
carving up the West Kootenay area of 
the SOWK riding. We live in the Slocan 
Valley and shop in Nelson, Trail and 
Castlegar - NOT in Vernon, Armstrong 
or Salmon Arm. Moving the Slocan 
Valley to be part of the North Okanagan 
– Shuswap riding shows that the folks 
on the Federal Electoral Boundaries 
Commission for BC did not consider 
the social and economic relationships 
between communities in the West 
Kootenay region. It seems they didn’t 
look at the geographical barriers either as 
the distance to Vernon is no less than 300 
km with a ferry crossing and mountain 
ranges to struggle over.

Our federal riding area was known 
as Kootenay West from 1917 to 1988 and 
has always included the Slocan Valley! 
The boundaries commission has failed in 
every factor but one (area population) in 
making their pathetic decision. 

The good folks of Penticton 
protested when their community was 
cut in half by the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission, now it’s our turn.

Please do whatever you can to 
see this issue addressed and directed 
to be changed again. Why are the area 
residents being denied public input on 
this issue? 

Chuck Chatten
Winlaw
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BC Timber Sales 2023 Public 
Referral

Kootenay Lake Operating Areas
The public is invited to review and comment on 
the 2023 Referral prepared by the BC Timber 
Sales Planning Forester under its approved 
Forest Stewardship Plan. The question and 
comment period will be open until May 10st, 
2023.

The 2023 Referral includes forest development 
in the following areas:

Hawkins Creek
Kaslo River

Meadow Creek
Lake Creek

Maps and more information can be viewed 
online at:

https://bit.ly/BCTS_KL_2023

The blocks and roads are in early planning 
stages. At this time, they demonstrate interest 
and are subject to changes as more information 
is gathered.

Comments must be submitted 
by mail or email:

BCTS Planning Forester, BC Timber Sales, 
Nelson Office, 1907 Ridgewood Road,

Nelson, BC, V1L 6K1
Email: anna.tobiasz@gov.bc.ca

Ph. 250-825-1100, Fax 250-825-3411

AGM
BOSUN HALL

Thursday, March 30
7 pm

Online attendance: Email info@slocanvalley-
chamber.com for the online meeting link

GUEST SPEAKER: Kerry Lockhart, Canadian Federation of Independent Business

Please consider joining the board and creating the Chamber you want to see in the 
valley! All members are eligible for a board seat. Memberships cost only $60 per 
year for businesses and $35 per year for non-profit organizations and individuals.

FULLY ALIVE!
Turner-Zion United Church of 

Canada welcomes you on-line and 
in person.

ONLINE:
Bi-weekly services
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Book Study, alternate Sundays

IN PERSON:
Contemplative in the Kootenays
April 22, 10 am -3 pm, Knox Hall, New Denver

For links and more information, contact 
widespottz@netidea.com

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan River Streamkeepers 

are embarking on a two-year project 

Streamkeepers to continue habitat restoration at bird sanctuary
to restore habitat for birds and other 
wildlife in the Walter Clough Wildlife 
Sanctuary, known locally as the ‘bird 

sanctuary.’
“Our goal with this project is to 

restore wildlife habitat and reduce 
bank erosion by planting a large 
number of native trees that will thrive 
in a wet riparian ecosystem, such 
as cottonwood, willow and alder,” 
said Gregoire Lamoureux, project 
manager.

The project includes installing 
bird nesting boxes to provide short-
term habitat for birds while the trees 
are getting established, Lamoureux 
said.

The sanctuary is a 62-hectare 
island in Slocan River, located 
between Slocan and Lemon Creek, 
and owned by the Nature Trust of 
BC. Because the island floods, the tall 
trees that were growing on the island 
many years ago are dead now and 
quickly falling to the ground.

In 2021, the Streamkeepers 
completed a restoration project on the 
same property, planting 120 trees and 
installing some nesting boxes. “This 
project will build on the success of our 
work in 2021,” Lamoureux said. “We 

want to put up more nesting boxes 
because they have been so successful. 
The birds moved into them right away 
– all boxes were occupied.”

Lamoureux explains that over 
the course of their many tree planting 
projects, the Streamkeepers have 
learned to overcome challenges 
presented by flood and drought 
conditions, tall and dense grasses, and 
beaver activity. 

To protect the trees from beavers, 
the Streamkeepers use tree protectors 
– plastic cones two to four feet 
high – on their newly planted trees. 
Lamoureux said he understands why 
many people don’t like the look of 
them, but they really do save trees. 
He gave the example of a tree planting 
project along the riverbank north 
of Winlaw, where they planted 200 
trees – 100 with protectors and 100 
without. The 100 without protectors 
were all lost to beavers within a 
season.

To mitigate against the local flood 
and drought cycles, the Streamkeepers 
now plant larger trees. “We had poor 

success when we planted smaller 
trees, so now we try to put in four- to 
eight-foot trees. They have a better 
chance with the flood and drought 
conditions,” Lamoureux said.

The group has also found that 
mowing the tall grasses around new 
planting areas gives the trees a better 
shot at survival.

“We’ve tried many things over 
the 18 years we’ve been around. 
We’ve learned a lot and our projects 
over the last 10 years have been very 
successful!”

This two-year Walter Clough 
Wildlife Sanctuary Restoration 
Project is being funded by Columbia 
Basin Trust ($20,805), FortisBC, 
StellerVista Credit Union and the 
Nature Trust of BC.

The Streamkeepers are also 
monitoring nesting habitat for western 
painted turtles along the river, and for 
barn swallows, cliff swallows and 
bank swallows in the area. Anyone 
with information about nesting sites 
is asked to email slocanriver@gmail.
com.

Widespot: Some 
awe
by Therese DesCamp

Happiness used to be a favourite 
subject of social scientists. They 
thought that happiness might be 
the thing that makes us tick. Then 
they discovered that striving for 
happiness is a task doomed to 
failure: concentration on future 
pleasure guarantees discontent in 
the present.

So the scientific lens turned to 
gratitude. Gratitude, researchers 
discovered, makes us happy because 
it takes the focus off the future 
and puts it on now. Or as the poet 
Danusha Lameris says, “Joy is when 
what we want matches what is.”

But gratitude has its limits when 
terrible things are happening around 
us. I guess you could be grateful 
those nasty things aren’t happening 
to you, but that’s a mean little kind of 
gratitude, isn’t it? We need a bigger 

picture if we want to be grateful in a 
world that’s full of turmoil. 

Which brings us to awe, the latest 
and dearest subject of social science. 
The experience of awe – defined as 
“being in the presence of something 
vast and mysterious that transcends 
your current understanding of the 
world” – is now known to boost 
mental and physical health, sharpen 
thinking, and increase connectivity 
and generosity among people. While 
awe can result from looking at 
vast mountain lakes or old-growth 
cedar, it’s most keenly felt when 
watching other people act with 
“moral beauty.”

In a study spanning the globe, 
crossing generations, social classes 
and political outlook, researchers 
discovered that we are most often 
moved to awe when we observe 
someone’s action on behalf of 
another. Not just any actions, but 
actions of exceptional virtue, actions 
motivated by a purity of intention. 

While mountain lakes and old-
growth cedars inspire us, witnessing 
another act with integrity changes 
us. From Tiananmen Square to 
the streets of Iran to the school 
playground, those standing up for 
others energize us: they raise the bar 
for human behaviour. They show us 
that it’s possible to shift out of fear 
and into selfless love. If we let them, 
these acts will light an unquenchable 
flame in our hearts. We can become 
what we admire.

“Moral beauty” is the term used 
to describe these acts of courage, 
integrity and kindness. 

During a recent discussion, a 
friend of mine quoted the poet Ross 
Gay’s book, Inciting Joy. Gay argues 
that joy is not only entangled with 
pain and suffering and sorrow; joy 
is also what emerges from how we 
care for each other through those 
difficulties. Mr. Rogers stated it 
another way. “Look for the helpers,” 
he said, when talking to children 
about world tragedies. Don’t be 
frightened by what’s wrong, he told 
them. Instead, notice the people 
who are acting with courage and 
generosity in those scary places. 
Think: Doctors without Borders, the 
people of Calabria, your own mother 
or brother or neighbour. It’s people 
and their actions, not concepts, that 
light up our hearts and inspire us. 

It’s easy to see what’s wrong. 
But noticing the moral beauty of 
those working to heal this suffering, 
whether through truth-telling or 
hands-on relief? That’s a truly 
awesome view; that’s a joyous place. 

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

20% off select bird food (in-store only) 
Bird feeders

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts, vests 

& hoodies

Clothing & socksSlogger shoes & boots, gumboots

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles

Seed starting kits, soil, flats, 
inserts, domes, seeds

Start your own microgreens!
Drywall, mud, wheelbarrows, 

shovels, garden wagons
Save $ on last year’s stock of 

fencing & posts until new stock 
arrives in April! Old pricing still 

available on in-stock only

PNW seeds are here!!!

Think SPRING, time to prune & 
spray your fruit & shade trees.  

Come see us for all your pruning 
tools & sprays.

Save!
30% off in-stock 
snow shovels

by Kathy Hartman
A small crowd came 

out for the meeting, no 
doubt to learn more about 
the “noncompliance with 
provincial water regulations 
and deficiencies in operations 
processes” mentioned in a 
public notice issued by the 
Village in early March. 
However, these issues were 
not discussed at all at the 
meeting, and it was made 
clear that questions from the 
public could be about agenda 
items only.
Address change 
granted

An old address issue was 
finally resolved when council 
voted to grant a request from 
Jim and Karen Haley to get 
their old address back. The 
Haleys’ address is now once 
again 109 Water Street. 

In 2020, the CAO at the 
time wrote to the Haleys to 
inform them the address was 

Silverton council, March 15: Address ambiguity resolved
being changed to 110 5th 
Street. She said the Water 
Street address did not comply 
with Village bylaws, and there 
was no intention to provide 
Water Street with water line 
access, snow plowing, hydrant 
access, etc.

Last year, council amended 
the bylaw that governs civic 
addressing. According to a 
report from Trish Dehnel, the 
Village’s planning consultant, 
the objective of the bylaw is 
clear: “to permit emergency 
responders and others to 
locate addresses and avoid 
difficulties and delays in 
access.” Her recommendation 
was to deny the request for the 
address change, as 5th Street 
is more accessible than Water. 

However, council felt that 
the Haleys’ was an exceptional 
case. Mayor Colin Ferguson 
acknowledged that there were 
“errors made” on this file 
from the beginning. He said 

although council and staff 
worked hard to make the new 
bylaw a strong framework for 
making decisions like this one, 
he felt an exception should be 
made in this case. 

Councillor Brian Mills 
asked if there would be any 
increase in services on Water 
Street and the CAO answered 
that there have been no 
requests for that. 

Once the vote was passed, 
the one other homeowner on 
that block (Don Broughton) 
was assured he could apply 
for an address change, as well. 

During public time, a 
citizen asked if the Water 
Street residents were happy 
with the current width of the 
street (20 feet) or if they were 
going to ask for the “standard” 
70-foot width. Broughton said 
that neither homeowner has 
ever asked for a 70-foot-wide 
Water Street. 
Local Conservation 
Fund

A presentation on the 
Local Conservation Fund was 
made by Juliet Craig, program 
manager of the Kootenay 
Conservation Program. She 
invited the Village of Silverton 
to join the service.

T h e  f u n d  s u p p o r t s 
projects that protect water, 
conserve important wildlife 
habitat, and steward the 
land to allow for healthy, 
functioning ecosystems in 
the region. Among projects 
that have been funded are 
the toadlet migration at Fish 
Lake, reduction of invasive 
plants, restoring natural 
wetlands and the creation 
of wildflower meadows to 
support pollinators.  

Area H residents voted to 
join the fund in a referendum 
in 2022. 72% of the Area H 
residents who voted at the 
Silverton polling station voted 
in favour of joining. “That 
is a high number especially 
when you are asking people 
to tax themselves. It passed 
in other areas closer to 51%,” 
said Craig.

L a n d o w n e r s  i n  t h e 
participating municipalities 
and electoral areas pay 
a $15 parcel tax annually 
to fund the service. These 
funds are pooled, and each 
a rea  and  mun ic ipa l i t y 
has a seat at the decision-
making table. Landowners 
with adjoining parcels can 
apply for an exemption to 
pay only one parcel tax per 
year. Municipalities can 
join the service through a 
municipal council resolution, 
referendum, or alternate 
approval process. No decision 
was made at this meeting.
Support for seniors

Local programs for seniors 
were outlined in a presentation 
by Ana Bokstrom, emergency 

preparedness and response 
coordinator at WE Graham 
Community Services and 
West Kootenay Nav-CARE 
coordinator. 

WE Graham Community 
Services is offering Emergency 
Preparedness,  Better at 
Home and Meals on Wheels 
programs for those over 65. 
The Emergency Preparedness 
program provides free winter 
power outage kits.  The 
Slocan Valley Better at Home 
program provides non-medical 
services to seniors, such as 
light housekeeping and yard 
work, to help them continue 
to live at home independently. 
These services are provided 
on a sliding scale based on 
income. The newest program 
is Meals on Wheels, currently 
delivering meals two times a 
month. This program is also 
provided on a sliding scale. 

Nav-CARE is a free 
program that supports people 
with declining health to live 
as well and independently at 
home for as long as possible. 
Specially trained volunteer 
navigators help clients access 
resources and services in their 
community, while providing 
companionship and emotional 
support. Currently, Bokstrom 
has about 20 volunteers 
servicing Hills to South 
Slocan. 
Planning and 
development

Planner Trish Dehnel 
provided reports on two 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P e r m i t 
applications and recommended 
that they both go forward. 
Council voted to approve 
both. One was for an open 
storage structure for lumber 
and building materials in 
behind Silverton Building 
Supplies and the other was for 
a 182-square-foot screen porch 
addition at 811 Silvercove 
Drive.

Dehnel, the Village’s 
planning consultant and 
long-time resident of Nelson, 

gave an update on her role 
at the Village of Silverton. 
Her 2023 goals are to assist 
with the Official Community 
Plan update and help with 
development  inquir ies , 
applications and bylaw 
reviews. 
Health news

Council lor  Margaret 
Scaia reported that nurse 
recruitment and retention at 
Slocan Community Health 
Centre in New Denver was 
discussed at a recent Health 
Advisory Committee meeting. 
Interior Health has committed 
to reopening the ER full-
time if they can fill all the 
nursing positions. However, 
there are no full-time nursing 
positions at the health centre, 
and Scaia, as a retired nurse 
herself, confirmed that it is 
“unlikely that experienced 
nurses, needed in a remote 
nursing context such as we 
live in, would be attracted by 
the current lack of contract 

stability – including full-time 
work.” 

Housing also came up as 
a challenge. The committee 
discussed a potential registry 
of housing for relocating health 
professionals, and a survey of 
existing potential permanent 
housing options. Councillor 
Clarence denBok suggested 
that some of Silverton’s many 
(about 40%) ‘dark homes’ 
could perhaps be rented short-
term to nurses.
ESS needs 
volunteers

Emergency  Suppor t 
Services (ESS) volunteers 
are needed and training 
i s  provided .  For  more 
information, call 250-428-
0299 or contact Councillor 
Main or Councillor Mills.
Rec 6 Appointment

Councillor denBok was 
chosen to be appointed to 
the RDCK Recreation 6 
Commission.

by John Boivin, Local 
Journal ism Ini t ia t ive 
reporter

Residents of Silverton 
shouldn’t worry about 
the safety of the village’s 
drinking water, despite 
the fact the system hasn’t 
been following provincial 
monitoring and reporting 
standards, the community’s 
mayor says.

“As far as we know the 
water’s fine,” said Colin 
Ferguson. “We’re awaiting 
test results. I’m still drinking 
it, my six to eight glasses 
a day.”

A public notice from 
the Village earlier this 
month said a review of the 
water system operations 
found “noncompliance with 
provincial water regulations 
and deficiencies in operations 
processes.”

“Presently,  Interior 
Health has not recommended 
a boil water advisory,” the 
notice stated. “Silverton 
water is safe to drink and 
no action is needed for 
residents.”

Ferguson was reticent 
to talk details about the 
problems found in the water 
system operations review, 
but said water testing simply 
hasn’t been done for months.

“It was less than a year,” 
he told the Valley Voice. “I 
think not since last October.”

The Village says it is 
working with Interior Health, 
and action has been taken 
to assess and maintain the 
safety of the water system. 

Interior Health says it has 
not completed an inspection 
of the Silverton water system 
and is in contact with the 

Silverton water safe despite 
system woes, mayor says

local government. “The 
local environmental health 
officer is collecting chemical 
samples and collecting 
information about the water 
systems in the area,” a 
spokesperson for the IH 
department told the Valley 
Voice. “At this time, the water 
system has a ‘No Advisory 
Rating’ on the Interior 
Health Water Advisories 
o n l i n e  m a p  ( h t t p s : / /
drinkingwaterforeveryone.
ca/advisorymap/). That 
means there are no local 
warnings that have been 
issued.”

Fe rguson  s a id  t he 
Village has asked Nakusp’s 
public works department to 
take over monitoring and 
maintenance of the system 
while it tries to get back into 
compliance with provincial 
water health regulations.

“A thorough operations 
review will be initiated to 
ensure best practices are 
followed going forward 
a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e 
implemented,” the public 
notice promised.

The problem has also 
affected the rest of the 
Village’s operations.

“Due to staff shortages 
and multiple safety audits 
being conducted, the Village 
has experienced some 
disruptions in services,” the 
notice said. “We apologize 
for any inconvenience. 
Thank you for your patience 
and understanding while we 
look into potential staffing 
solutions to help streamline 
operations.”

About 200 people live 
in Silverton, located on the 
shores of Slocan Lake.



The Valley Voice   March 23, 2023   8 COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
The Village is going to have to 

find another $160,000 to complete 
the Core Pedestrian Corridor 
Improvements Project. Tenders 
for the last part of the project – a 
sidewalk from Hwy 6 to New Market 
Foods – came in much higher than 
expected, mostly due to the general 
increase in construction costs over 
the last two years. The sidewalk 
was expected to cost $309,260. 
Council agreed to award the contract 
to the lowest bidder, Kays Road 
Contracting Ltd., for $479,708. 
TRUE Consulting, the Village’s 
engineering consultants, reviewed 
the tenders and recommended Kays 
Road Contracting.

New Denver council, March 14: New sidewalk blows the budget
The first two components 

of the Core Pedestrian Corridor 
Improvements Project were the 
connector trail up Kootenay Street 
and the covered stairway at New 
Market. The connector trail came 
in under budget at $17,400 and 
the stairway came in on budget at 
$94,000.

The Village received a $497,000 
grant for the project, which was 
supposed to cover 100% of the total 
project cost. However, the total cost 
is now estimated to be $656,000. 
The shortfall will be addressed in the 
2023 budget.

Councillor Danika Hammond 
said some residents are concerned 
about the tree removal necessary for 
the new sidewalk. “I know the trees 
have to go, but if there is room to 
replace them, that would be good,” 
she said.

• Valhalla Pure’s request to 
reduce their rear yard setback from 
4.5 metres (14.8 feet) to 0 was 
approved. This means that their new 
building, which will front on New 
Denver’s main street, can come right 
up to the property line shared with 
the neighbouring residence.

A written notice was sent out to 
property owners within 100 metres 
of Valhalla Pure. The one response 
that was received, from the property 
owner across the street, was in 
support of the 0 setback.

Councillor Hammond said she 
received an email from the next-

door neighbour, explaining that she 
couldn’t get to her mailbox, so didn’t 
receive the notice until it was too late 
to send her concerns in to the Village. 
Councillor Casey Law said he got 
the same email. Community Planner 
Jess Rayner responded by saying the 
developer is happy to communicate 
with the neighbour.

Council voted unanimously to 
approve the 0 setback.

Valhalla Pure plans to demolish 
the old Donation Store buildings and 
replace them with a new building that 
will house three retail units for rent, 
warehouse space for Valhalla Pure 
and a retail space for their boats. See 
the February 23 issue of the Valley 
Voice, page 19, for more info.

• The owners of 820 Bellevue 
are renovating the woodworking 
shop on the property to house an art 
studio on the main floor and tourist 
accommodation on the upper floor. 
Council supported an amendment 
to the zoning bylaw to allow for 
this development, and approved the 
owners’ plan to replace some of the 
windows on the building.

• The Village will provide letters 
of support for Slocan Lake Garden 
Society’s various Kohan Garden 
projects, and will provide a yard 
of sand for the stonework path 
replacement project. The society 
is applying for grants to replace 
the flooring in the entrance gate 
structure, replace the stonework path 
with smooth, wheelchair-accessible 

pavers, host eight ‘Summer Sunday’ 
free presentations in the Kohan, 
and offer outdoor gallery space for 
local artists for the Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour.

• A letter of support will go to the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) 
for a bulletin board project in New 
Denver, likely at the new Fireweed 
Hub. Half the bulletin board would 
be covered and locked, and only 
accessible to SLAC, the Hidden 
Garden Gallery, Valhalla Fine Arts 
and the Fireweed Hub. The other 
half would be open to all. SLAC is 
applying for a grant from the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund for the project.

• The Slocan Community Health 
Centre Auxiliary will be able to 
have their monthly meetings at 
no charge at Knox Hall again this 
year. Previously, the auxiliary met 
at the Slocan Community Health 
Centre meeting room at no charge, 
but that room has been in use for 
other purposes since last year. 
Council agreed to give the auxiliary 
‘community organization’ status – 
community organizations with this 
status pay only $350 per year for 
Knox Hall rental – and a grant in aid 
for $350 to cover the year’s rental. 
The auxiliary will also be asked to 
investigate other possible meeting 
locations.

A staff report on this item says 
the Village “does not have a Grant in 
Aid Policy, however the intention of 
grant in aid is not to provide ongoing 

annual support…”
Council members acknowledged 

the excellent work done by auxiliary 
volunteers. A letter from Carol 
Gordon, auxiliary secretary, notes 
that they were able to purchase some 
floor alarms for the Pavilion and an 
IV chair for the emergency room 
last year.

• Councillor Hammond reported 
on the Sustainability Committee 
meeting of March 8. Hammond was 
appointed committee chair at that 
meeting. Other members are David 
Everest (vice chair), Jason Hartley, 
Ruby Zoll and Valerie Piercey-
Wilson. The committee will invite 
Neighbours United (formerly West 
Kootenay EcoSociety) to make a 
presentation at a meeting before 
April. The committee is also seeking 
information from Councillor John 
Fyke and Village staff about the 
committee’s past work and any 
relevant Village initiatives.

The committee recommended 
changing its number of members. 
Currently, the terms of reference 
allow for three or four community 
members on the committee. The 
committee requested that four or 
five community members be allowed 
on the committee, with one being a 
youth representative 25 years old or 
younger. Council agreed to this.

• A memorial bench for Robert 
James (Jim) Aird was approved for 
the park area on Carpenter Creek just 
east of the recycling depot.

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.
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801A Front Street, Nelson
CELEBRATING 20 

YEARS
in business!

SPRING TIRE SALE

Looking for Red Seal auto 
mechanic

Willing to pay top dollar 
and benefits

oktirenelson@hotmail.com • 250-501-5115

submitted
Anyone who frequents the 

downtown core of New Denver 
will have noticed the extensive 
construction and renovation 
project visible from the rear 
of the Merkley Building, the 
former home of Rory’s on 
Main and the Village Hearth 
restaurants. The main floor 
of the building is fast being 
readied for its new life as an 
innovative community space. 
The upcoming Fireweed Hub 
will provide for office-style 
work and will also include 
a large commercial kitchen 
suitable for food production 
and food service. A flexible 
open space at the front of the 
building will adapt to a variety 
of uses, whether for workshops, 
meetings, or pop-up restaurant 
and café functions. 

The Fireweed Hub is a 
project of the Silverton Cowork 
Society (SCS). Fuelled primarily 
by a provincial Community 
E c o n o m i c  R e c o v e r y 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  P r o g r a m 
grant, the Society is creating 
the space to promote food 
security, encourage a diverse 
and robust rural economy, and 
enhance community vitality and 
resilience. While the project 
was conceived early in the 
pandemic, the past three years 
have made local needs even 
more acute.

“ We  s e e  i n c r e a s i n g 
numbers of people, whether 
they’re in the area temporarily 
or long-term, working remotely, 
and a coworking space serves 
that demographic really well,” 
commented Miranda Hughes, 
who manages the Fireweed 
Hub’s temporary home in its 
office suite across the street. 
“Not every remote worker 
wants to spend every day at 
home, and their home office 
may not be ideal for some of 
their work needs. Using a co-
work space from time to time 
can make remote work more 

New Fireweed Hub taking shape on New 
Denver’s main street

palatable and balanced.”
The recent closures of two 

of New Denver’s cafés have 
created even more of a need 
for the food service functions 
of the Fireweed Hub. The 
space will allow aspiring food 
producers, chefs and bakers 
to rent a certified commercial 
kitchen with seating areas 
available both inside and 
outside. Sharing the space and 
its equipment means that the 
costs can be borne by many, 
which will be very helpful for 
small operations, startups and 
part-time endeavours. 

“We’ve  he ld  severa l 
information-sharing meetings 
with groups of prospective 
local users of our kitchen,” said 
Morgen Bardati, co-president 
of the SCS and member of 
the Food Hub Committee. 
“From their enthusiasm and 
the collaborative ideas growing 
out of these discussions, we are 
excited at the possibilities for a 

vibrant community hub in New 
Denver.”

The design and renovation 
of the Fireweed Hub space 
is tapping into a lot of local 
expertise as it takes shape. “We 
are very fortunate to have many 
talented and skilled people in 
our community who are helping 
us bring this project forward,” 
said SCS co-president Paula 
Shandro. “With the exception 
of engineering services, all 
consultants and contractors 
have been hired locally. It has 
been a pleasure to work with 
them as they bring both their 
expertise and understanding of 
our community to the table.”

A poster in the front 
window of the Main Street 
building gives a glimpse of the 
transformation taking place 
within. The Fireweed Hub 
looks forward to welcoming the 
community into the space this 
summer with a range of events 
and plenty of rental use. 

Members of the SCS team (Paula Shandro, Morgen Bardati, Mick Wilson) meet with local architectural design consultant 
Keith Dewey to go over some of the interior finishing details at the new Fireweed Hub.

The Five Feminist Minutes Cabaret at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre was a hoot! There were 16 eclectic acts – self-defense 
demonstrations, songs and music, speeches, yoga demonstrations, singing puppets, an amazing Shakespeare performance, 
and more. Here, organizer Moe Lyons goes over her five minutes, and Hook Tender Kathy Hartman drags her off the stage.
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The Osprey 
Residence
INFORMATION SESSION
for people interested in living 
at The Osprey Residence,
the new affordable housing 
complex in New Denver

Wednesday, April 5    7 pm
KNOX HALL, New Denver 

The meeting will be important for people who plan 
to apply for occupancy.
The application process for tenancy will open in 
June (hopefully).

For our info package, visit www.ndahs.org or drop 
by the Valley Voice office for hard copies 
(1-833-501-1700)

If you can’t make the meeting 
and have questions, contact 
Wendy: 
wendyharlock@gmail.com or 
250-358-7792.

by Cassandra Morrison
The Langham Art Gallery in 

Kaslo has opened a new exhibit to 

A new exhibit to celebrate 125th year of the SS Moyie is showing at the Langham. This photo 
shows the Moyie departing from Nelson in the 1930s.

Exhibit to celebrate 125th year of the SS Moyie now showing at the Langham
celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
the SS Moyie, the world’s oldest 
intact passenger sternwheeler. The 

exhibit provides an opportunity to 
learn about this historic vessel with 
a working history on Kootenay 
Lake spanning nearly six decades. 
Elizabeth Scarlett, the secretary 
of the Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society, curated the exhibit and 
was present at the grand opening on 
March 10 to provide her insights on 
preserving the ship’s legacy.

For  the exhibi t ,  Scar le t t 
interviewed a number of people 
who were involved in the restoration 
of the Moyie. “One quote from 
the interviews that stood out to 
me was from Ken Butler [former 
project manager for the SS Moyie 
restoration]. He told me ‘[The status 
of] “world’s oldest” is a responsibility, 
and that is the responsibility of future 
generations,’ and I think that’s 
something to remember,” Scarlett 
said.

The Langham exhibit features 
a  select ion of  ar t i facts  and 
memorabilia, including historic 
photographs, original documents, 
and even schematics of the ship. 
A large portion of the exhibit is 
dedicated to the restoration process 
and the diligent work that went into 
saving the sternwheeler from the late 
1980s through to the early 2000s 
and today.

Visitors to the exhibit can learn 
about the fascinating history of 
the SS Moyie, from her early life 
as a transportation staple of the 
Kootenays to her later role as a 
beloved tourist attraction. The 
exhibit also provides a glimpse into 
the daily life of those who worked 
and traveled on the ship, including 
stories of harrowing winter voyages 
when the SS Moyie serviced the 
entire lake on her own.

Evident in the exhibit, the 
historical society and its volunteers 
have worked tirelessly over the last 
60 years to restore the SS Moyie to 

that of her heyday in the 1920s and 
’30s, when she was known as the 
‘Sweetheart of the Lake.’

This exhibit at the Langham 
is one of the first events lined up 
to celebrate the milestone of 125 
years. The grand reopening of the 
SS Moyie museum is scheduled for 
May 14 with a Mother’s Day Tea. 
The museum was closed for the 
2022 season while restoration work 
was underway. The Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society has a few other 
special dates planned to celebrate 
the old girl throughout the rest of 
the year. Canada Day will see a 
homecoming event for previous 
restoration workers, volunteers, 
board members and perhaps even a 

few locals who were lucky enough 
to travel on her while she was still in 
service. On October 22, the official 
125th anniversary of her maiden 
voyage, the Historical Society will 
host a special dinner.

In the meantime, the SS Moyie 
exhibit at the Langham not only 
honours a beloved local icon, but 
also provides a valuable opportunity 
for locals and tourists alike to learn 
more about the ship. The gallery 
exhibit will run alongside Shelley 
Ross’s watercolour exhibit ‘Prairie 
Perspectives’ until May 5, 2023. 
Admission to the Langham is free, 
but donations are always appreciated 
and help to preserve local history 
and culture.
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NOTICE OF LAND 
DISPOSITION 

Pursuant to Section 26 (2) of the Community Charter the Village of Nakusp is 
providing Notice that it intends to dispose of an interest in a portion of its land. 

Description of the portion of the land subject to the disposition: 

• 27 m2 of 92 6th Ave NW, Nakusp BC, commonly referred to as the “Cen-
tennial Building” parking lot, and legally described as: LOT 2 BLOCK 11 
PLAN NEP9376 DISTRICT LOT 397 KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT. PID 
013- 132-687. 

Authority the interest in the land is being granted to: 

• BC Hydro 

Nature, term of and reason for the disposition: 

• A license to occupy to land for a term of ten (10) years to place a second 
Level 3 EV Charging Station, associated parking stall, and lighting. 

• This will increase the existing area granted in the License to Occupy 
agreement, originally granted to Fortis (since transferred to BC Hydro), from 
33 m2 to a total of 60 m2. 

Consideration provided to the Village for the use of this land: 

• BC Hydro will pay the Village $1.00 for the duration of this agreement. 

• BC Hydro will build, pave, maintain, and cover all associated costs (includ-
ing power) for the duration of the Agreement. 

Please direct all questions to the Village of Nakusp CAO, Wayne Robinson 
at cao@nakusp.com.
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March 22, 2023 

NOTICE OF LAND DISPOSITION 

Pursuant to Section 26 (2) of the Community Charter the Village of Nakusp is providing Notice that it intends to 
dispose of an interest in a portion of its land.  

Description of the portion of the land subject to the disposition: 

• 27 m2 of 92 6th Ave NW, Nakusp BC, commonly referred to as the “Centennial Building” parking lot, and 
legally described as: LOT 2 BLOCK 11 PLAN NEP9376 DISTRICT LOT 397 KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT.  PID 013-
132-687. 

 

Authority the interest in the land is being granted to: 

• BC Hydro 

Nature, term of and reason for the disposition: 

• A license to occupy to land for a term of ten (10) years to place a second Level 3 EV Charging Station, 
associated parking stall, and lighting. 

• This will increase the existing area granted in the License to Occupy agreement, originally granted to Fortis 
(since transferred to BC Hydro), from 33 m2 to a total of 60 m2. 

Consideration provided to the Village for the use of this land: 

• BC Hydro will pay the Village $1.00 for the duration of this agreement. 
• BC Hydro will build, pave, maintain, and cover all associated costs (including power) for the duration of the 

Agreement. 

 

Please direct all questions to the Village of Nakusp CAO, Wayne Robinson at cao@nakusp.com.  
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March 22, 2023 

NOTICE OF LAND DISPOSITION 

Pursuant to Section 26 (2) of the Community Charter the Village of Nakusp is providing Notice that it intends to 
dispose of an interest in a portion of its land.  

Description of the portion of the land subject to the disposition: 

• 27 m2 of 92 6th Ave NW, Nakusp BC, commonly referred to as the “Centennial Building” parking lot, and 
legally described as: LOT 2 BLOCK 11 PLAN NEP9376 DISTRICT LOT 397 KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT.  PID 013-
132-687. 

 

Authority the interest in the land is being granted to: 

• BC Hydro 

Nature, term of and reason for the disposition: 

• A license to occupy to land for a term of ten (10) years to place a second Level 3 EV Charging Station, 
associated parking stall, and lighting. 

• This will increase the existing area granted in the License to Occupy agreement, originally granted to Fortis 
(since transferred to BC Hydro), from 33 m2 to a total of 60 m2. 

Consideration provided to the Village for the use of this land: 

• BC Hydro will pay the Village $1.00 for the duration of this agreement. 
• BC Hydro will build, pave, maintain, and cover all associated costs (including power) for the duration of the 

Agreement. 

 

Please direct all questions to the Village of Nakusp CAO, Wayne Robinson at cao@nakusp.com.  

by Jan McMurray
After a three-year hiatus due 

to the pandemic, Shakesfest is 

A cheque for $1,000 is presented to Margot Baker, Lucerne School teacher, and some of her students by Ward Taylor, 
owner of T.H.E. Pharmacy. The funds will help students attend Shakesfest in Vernon.

Lucerne students getting ready for Shakesfest trip
happening again in Vernon April 20-
23 – and 16 Lucerne School students 
will be attending.

“We have all been waiting 
anxiously,” said Lucerne teacher 
Margot Baker. “There was hope it 

would happen last year, but sadly it 
didn’t. They had to cancel the 2020 
festival about six weeks before it was 
supposed to happen.”

The  fes t iva l  focuses  on 
Shakespeare and the theatre arts. 
It consists of three full days of 
workshops, performances, and 
social activities. Students choose 
either the ‘Drama Rotation’ (nine 
different workshops in drama, dance, 
writing, art, etc.) or one of the 
intensive workshops, where they 
work with the same instructor for 
three days and present their work 
in the Gala Showcase at the end of 
the festival.

“This is a great chance for kids to 
network and meet other like-minded 
individuals. They get instruction 
from professionals all over the world 
and get a chance to move out of their 
comfort zone. We also mostly all 
stay in the same hotel so there are 
serious bonds made,” Baker says.

This year, about 250 students 

have registered. In 2019, about 450 
students and their teachers attended. 
“We’re building back after COVID,” 
says Lana O’Brien, one of the 
festival organizers.

The trip costs about $500 per 
student, so it takes a lot of fundraising. 
Back in 2019-20, Lucerne students 
were planning to attend, so raised 
$5,000 that year hosting two movie 
nights, a bake sale, a cookie dough 
sale and two dinners. This year, they 
have done a dinner fundraiser, and 
the school’s PAC (Parent Advisory 
Council) made a $500 contribution.

Recently, Ward Taylor, the owner 
of T.H.E. Pharmacy, with stores in 
New Denver, Kaslo and Castlegar, 
presented Baker with a cheque for 
$1,000 to add to the kitty.

“Ward has been very generous 
in helping us meet our fundraising 
goals for this venture. It is very much 
appreciated,” Baker said.

Donations for the trip are still 
being accepted at the school.

Fresh out of School of Rock, The Spektrum perform at Tractorgrease Open Mic night in Silverton. The band members are Xari Kosling, 
Ruby Zoll, Elvin Padfield, Trina Sumrall, Hannah Lisgo, Ria Kosling.
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by Sheri Walsh
A high number of SD 8 students are 

not meeting grade level expectations 
in math, especially in the higher 
grades. This was identified in the 
Numeracy Continuous Learning 
Report, presented by Director Ben 
Eaton and District Principal Tamara 
Malloff.

According to results of the 2021-
2022 Foundation Skills Assessment, 
only 49% of all grade 7 students met the 
grade 7 level numeracy expectations 
compared with the provincial average 
of 62%. Math achievement by students 
with Indigenous ancestry and those 
with diverse needs were 9% and 7% 
lower respectively. By grade 10, even 
fewer students – 36% – met their 
grade level expectations. Curiously, 
according to student learning surveys, 
students generally believe their math 
skills are improving more than the 
data supports. 

This is the first time the district 
has compiled detailed data about 
student numeracy achievement. In 
response, the district has developed 
three-year numeracy action plans 
tailored to primary (K-3), intermediate 
(grades 4-6), middle years (grades 7-9), 
and the graduation program (grades 
10-12). Actions include hiring a 
district numeracy teacher coordinator, 
p rov id ing  numeracy-spec i f i c 
professional learning for educators, 
creating numeracy communities of 
practice and a numeracy resource 
hub for educators, staff transition 
planning meetings to review progress 
of every middle and secondary student, 
implementation of a district K-9 
numeracy assessment to monitor 
student achievement trends, and 
increasing student participation in 

School District 8, March 14: Plans to improve math skills
provincial assessments and student 
learning surveys to improve data 
accuracy.
Enrolment projections

The district is projecting an 
enrolment of 4,478 next year – a 
decrease of about seven students. This 
includes slight decreases in enrolment 
of regular K-12 students, English as 
a second language students, students 
with Indigenous ancestry, and adult 
learners. No change is expected in 
enrolment for online learning. The 
district is expecting 12 more students 
with unique needs next year. All of 
this results in a projected revenue 
increase of $204,213, at this year’s 
funding rates. 

This information sparked many 
questions at the Operations & Finance 
Committee meeting held earlier in 
the day. In response, Superintendent 
Smillie explained that the district 
uses many sources to forecast 
enrolment. They obtain census and 
other demographic data from an 
external provider, do outreach to 
various community agencies regarding 
new families and children likely to 
enrol in kindergarten, and use SD 8 
staff knowledge. Preliminary staffing is 
put in place in the spring based on these 
projections and then adjusted based on 
August updates and the actual number 
of students who are attending schools 
by the first Friday in September. 
The district is always looking for 
ways to improve accuracy, including 
encouraging families to register their 
children as early as possible.
Budget time

T h e  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  b u d g e t 
development timeline was presented 
by Secretary-Treasurer  Johan 
Glaudemans. A public survey that will 

inform budget development was posted 
the following day and can be found at 
https://engage.sd8.bc.ca/2023-2024-
budget. It will be open until April 9. 
The board plans to approve the budget 
at its May 9 meeting.
Student-staff ratios

Secretary-Treasurer Glaudemans 
also presented a staffing analysis 
demonstrating that SD 8 has one of 
the highest student to management 
staff ratios among districts of a similar 
size, with an average of 359.4 students 
for each management position. At 
16.2 students per teacher, SD 8 has a 
lower number of students per teacher 
than the average of 18.4 students for 
comparable districts.
Elev8 programs

The history and status of the 
district’s Homelinks and DESK 
programs, which now operate under 
the name ELEV8, were presented 
by Principal Rob Simpson. DESK, 
formerly known as Distance Education 
School of the Kootenays, has been 
providing at-home learning for K-12 
students since the 1970s, while 
Homelinks provides a blended program 
of in-person and online learning in 
Nelson (K-9) and Creston (K-12). The 
former Kaslo and Slocan campuses 
closed after students graduated or 
moved to other schools. There was a 
significant increase in enrolment in 
both ELEV8 schools during the first 
year of the pandemic. Subsequently, 
enrolment dropped and has been 
fairly stable since, with 285 full-time 
student equivalents this year for both 
programs combined. In September, 
ELEV8 will be one of only 18 of 
the new ‘provincial online learning 
schools’ (POLS) and will be available 
to students throughout the province.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self-isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
ANIÁN’s big online sale may have ended, but our sale continues with all 
ANIÁN shirts, sweaters & coats still 20–30% off! Every gorgeous garment 
is designed and made of recycled materials right here in BC • What’s new? 
We’ve added more great books and have discounted many of our older 
books. We are also expecting ten or so lovely Klippan blankets to arrive any 
day now • As always we’ve got awesome eco-fashion, beautiful jewelry, great 
gifts, quality cards and much more. Thanks for shopping locally – we hope 
to see you soon! • Winter Hours: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm (or 
later) • 250-358-2178 • RavensNestBC.com • Facebook & Instagram •
Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Birds need insects to eat and 
plants to use for nests. Insects must 
have plants to feed on, and plants 
require insects for pollination.

The precariousness of this 
ecological triad was the focus 
of the West Kootenay Climate 
Hub’s March 17 offering in their 
monthly webinar series on local 
environmental initiatives.

“The sad thing about that is all 
declines are mutual,” said Valerie 
Huff in her presentation for the 
webinar about the Kootenay Native 
Plants Society, an organization she 
co-founded. “We’re looking at 
real serious declines in our native 
plant populations, in our native 
pollinator populations and in our 
native bird populations.”

T h e  K N P S  i s  w o r k i n g 
throughout the Lower Columbia 
region to retain and replenish 
native plants. Their projects 

Working to reverse the decline of the birds, bees and native plants
include restoring outdoor spaces 
by seeding and planting, and 
creating “pollinator pathways” 
in towns and parks by planting 
specific native plants to provide a 
home for bees and insects.

Part of the KNPS goal is to 
identify which plants are the most 
important for these pollinators. 
They have been working recently 
with researchers and have created 
a list of the 30 most important 
native plants for bees. 

Caterpillars are pretty picky 
eaters as well, and Huff says if 
certain plants disappear, so will 
the caterpillars, and in turn the 
butterflies they would eventually 
turn into. The caterpillars that 
become Monarchs need milkweed, 
and common checkered-skippers 
need scarlet globemallow. She says 
the removal of just a few native 
plants can result in a cascading 
effect on the ecosystem.

E l i z a b e t h  C u n n i n g h a m 

spoke at the webinar to promote 
Nature Canada’s Bird Friendly 
City program. As the local 
representative for the program, 
she hopes to convince the City of 
Nelson to join. 

Cunningham said a quarter of 
North America’s bird population 
has disappeared since 1970 – a loss 
of three billion birds. “Birds need 
our help,” she said. “There’s a lot 
we can do to help turn around this 
situation.”

To gain ‘Bird Friendly City’ 
designation, a City must work 
to reduce threats to birds, restore 
natural bird habitat, engage the 
populace in monitoring, and create 
a ‘bird team’ to oversee this work.

Large cities such as Vancouver 
and Toronto are already on board 
and Cunningham will be pitching 
the program to Nelson’s City 
council at their meeting on April 25 
at 7 pm. She encouraged webinar 
attendees to go to the meeting and 

support the effort. 
Cunningham says that Nelson 

becoming a Bird Friendly City 
would involve simple things like 
keeping some grass unmowed to 
protect habitat, encouraging pet 
owners to keep dogs and cats away 
from nests and limiting pesticide 
use.

There are also many things 
that homeowners can do on their 
own properties to improve habitat 
for birds, bees and insects. Huff 
suggested not only planting native 
seeds, but encouraging native plant 
growth – and being patient.

Some plants, like the local 
camas the KNPS is trying to 
protect, take seven years from seed 
to flower.

There are also some native 
plants that may not be right for a 
garden. Plants like wild licorice 
can grow quite large, and will 
take over. “Many native plants 
can be kind of bullies,” she said. 

“You have to take into account the 
individual nature of a plant.”

After seeing the need for native 
plant seeds in her work with 
KNPS, Huff started KinSeed 
Ecologies to sell seeds and provide 
consulting services on “rewilding” 
of outdoor spaces.

Huff says the best thing people 
can do on their property is to 
simply encourage the growth of 
the native plants already there. 
And never dig up native plants 
from elsewhere – that just adds to 
the problem.

Both presenters asked for 
volunteers to help with their 
initiatives. Cunningham can 
be contacted at elizabeth@
waterside.ca and Huff at v.huff@
kootenaynativeplants.ca.

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

MEAT 
MARKET 
& DELI

Spring hats, clothing, and 
new cards are now in-store. 

Open Tuesday through 
Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION NOTICE 
Application for a(n) Permit Under The Provisions of the Environmental Management Act We Hamill Creek 
Timber Homes (2010) Ltd, intend to submit this application to the Director to authorize the discharge of air 
emissions from a timber frame manufacturing facility The source(s) of discharge are 3 cyclones that extract 
wood shavings from planers that produce a maximum of 22 cubic meters per day of shavings. A small 
8x40 Kiln that dries wood and discharges moist air. The Kiln is used 8 months of year, no kiln condensate 
is produced. A small 8x16 Paint Booth vents filtered air to the outdoors. Paint used is a maximum of 45 
gallons a year and operates average 1 day per week. All air extracted from Paint Booth is filtered thru 
a series of filters The land upon which the facility will be situated and the discharge will occur is Lot 1 
Plan NEP6542 DL 9037 KLD located at/on/near 13440 Hwy 31 Meadow Creek BC V0G1N0 within the 
RDCK district. The maximum of 230 m3 of wood refuse per year sawdust and wood slabs. Rate of air 
emissions from cyclones, kiln and paint booth discharged from this facility will be: discharge rate from 
all sources of is 16,000 cubic feet per minute when all operating. The operating period for this facility 
will be max 8 hrs/day 7 days week. The characteristics of the waste discharged are as follows: wood 
planer shavings 22 cubic meters per day The type(s) of treatment to be applied to the discharge is/are 3 
cyclones remove sawdust/shavings, shavings are offered free to farmers for mulch. Kiln vents moist air 
from drying untreated wood. Paint booth runs 1 day a week average and uses max of 45 gallons a year 
of various paint coatings and all air extracted is filtered prior to being exhausted. Any person who may be 
adversely affected by the proposed discharge of waste and wishes to provide relevant information may, 
within 30 days after the last date of posting, publishing, service or display, send written comments to the 
applicant, with a copy to the Regional Director, Environmental Protection at Authorizations.South@gov.
bc.ca. The identity of any respondents and the contents of anything submitted in relation to this application 
will become part of the public record.

Dated this 21st day of March, 2023. 

Contact person: Dwight Smith
Email address: dwights@hamillcreek.com
Phone:250 366 4320

Fri Apr. 7 to Sun 
Apr. 9

Woodbury Resort and 
Marina

Tickets $50.00 each

First Place $2,500.00
Second Place $1,500.00
Third Place $1,000.00

BONUS** Heaviest Rainbow Trout $500
Plus 3 daily cash prizes of $100 each

Support Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program – Bring in fish 
heads daily for a chance to win a 2023 F-150 Tremor pickup truck!

Pre purchase tickets by calling toll free 877-353-7717 or 250-353-7717
Email: woodburyresort@netidea.com

Tickets also available @
Woodbury Resort Jones Boys Boats

Wynndel Foods/Wynndel • Gill & Gift/Balfour

Luncheon and Awards
Sunday 12:30 pm 

Woodbury Rec Hall

Annual Kootenay Lake  
Bull Trout Derby

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Organizers of the Kaslo Jazz Fest 
will be able to move ahead on several 
aspects of this year’s event – though 
they didn’t get everything they were 
looking for from council.

The biggest ask council approved 

Kaslo council, March 14: Jazz Fest to be asked to consult with local businesses
was to have staff prepare a multi-year 
agreement for the festival, allowing 
it to plan for events up until 2025. 
Council approved the request after 
the festival withdrew its plan to ask 
for permission to expand the festival 
into a four-day event.

Council also approved allowing 
camping at the arena/riding club 
grounds, a noise bylaw exemption, 
banners to be erected at the town 
limits, a beer garden, port-a-potty 
rentals, and dust control for Kaslo 
Bay Road.

However, there were still a 
few asks council wanted more 
information on before approving.

A request for extending the hours 
to midnight prompted a discussion 
about the benefits for the rest of the 
community.

“I have heard from local 
businesses that when the Jazz Fest 
was extended to midnight, there 
was a significant reduction in the 
income they were making from 
Jazz Fest,” says Councillor Matthew 
Brown. “The period from 10 pm 
to midnight seems to be a popular 
time for local businesses to have 
music and draw people up into the 
community… I was wondering if 
there was consultation between Jazz 
Fest and local businesses to ensure 
that all the local businesses are 
equally gaining benefits from this 
economic driver?”

“People have questions as to 
whether Jazz Fest is the economic 
driver it is thought to be, because 
there are already people coming to 

Kaslo, not for Jazz Fest… so there 
are two sides to that,” agreed Mayor 
Hewat.

Council referred the decision 
on extending the festival’s hours 
to its April meeting, and to contact 
organizers to ask them to consult 
with local businesses. 

Councillors also had outstanding 
questions about closing a portion 
of Kaslo Bay Road to non-festival 
goers, handicapped parking spaces 
in Kaslo Shipyards, as well as 
allowing access for local boaters to 
the municipal dock during the event. 
Until those details are settled, council 
referred those decisions to future 
meetings.

The festival is scheduled for 
August 4, 5 and 6.
Municipal grants

The Vi l lage’s  remaining 
municipal  grants  have been 
announced – with a little bit extra 
thrown in to sweeten the pot for 
worthy community groups this year.

The Village usually issues $5,000 
in grants to community groups, 
school organizations, and special 
events. In February, council voted 
to let out $3,500 of the grant fund, 
while awaiting more information 
from some groups before releasing 
the rest. 

But with $4,000 in community 
requests still outstanding, and only 
$1,500 left in the kitty, council 
decided the best course of action was 
to top up the fund to meet the need.

“It would be very difficult to say 
‘no’ to the [remaining] grants, when 

we are just receiving a significant 
influx of cash,” said Mayor Suzan 
Hewat, referring to a nearly $1 
million infrastructure grant received 
from the Province. 

The money will come from the 
Village’s community development 
fund controlled by the RDCK, as 
well as the COVID relief funds. 

The recipients of the $500 grants 
include the library, JVH Aboriginal 
Education program, Kaslo Search 
and Rescue, the Kaslo Racquet Club, 
and the Seniors’ Association.
New sculpture

A new piece of public art is 
coming to the village courtesy of 
Castlegar’s Sculpturewalk rental 
program.

The village will spend $2,380 
to lease ‘Reflect and Connect,’ a 
work of aluminum, stainless steel 
and acrylic plastic by Bill Frymire 
of Kamloops.	

“Castlegar Sculpturewalk has 
indicated that the selected artwork 
is durable and does not require 
any special maintenance,” a staff 
report notes. “They have advised 
that installation without a plinth is 
recommended (so that the details are 
at eye-level for viewing) but it can 
be installed on the existing plinth.”

The sculpture was chosen by 

the Village’s Art and Heritage 
Committee. It’s the third year 
the Village has rented a piece of 
artwork for public display in Legacy 
Park. The new work will replace 
‘Interaction’ by Lynn Van Pelt, which 
was installed last year.
Equipment shelter

Work on a new equipment shelter 
to keep Village machinery out of 
the elements is proceeding—but it’s 
going to cost a little extra.

C o u n c i l  f i r s t  a p p r o v e d 
spending $75,000 on a new, locally 
manufactured shelter last year. But a 
review found it needed to be beefed 
up more than initially thought.

“The engineering design review 
found that the shelter requires 
additional bracing and shoring 
to meet wind and snow load 
requirements for a commercial 
structure due it its excess height,” 
says a staff report. 

Those changes would mean 
buying 20% more timber for the 
shoring-up project. The engineering, 
permit fees and additional hardware 
costs result in a total $14,000 of extra 
charges over the original budget.

Council approved the extra 
funds for the project, to come out of 
the COVID Rapid Restart Fund, so 
there’ll be no impact on taxes.

The Kaslo River Dike project is getting in some last-minute work before the spring freshet begins. Work 
has been underway since last fall to reinforce and stabilize the banks of the river at several locations 
as it enters town. CAO Ian Dunlop presented pictures of the project at the last Kaslo council meeting. 

He explained the contractors were using a metal grid and a fabric mesh to anchor rock and earth to the 
riverbank’s edges. The new riverbank is built up in layers to ensure durability. The Village is still seeking 

funding to complete the entire project. That will likely not happen until later this year or next. 

P
H

O
TO

 C
R

E
D

IT
: V

IL
LA

G
E

 O
F 

K
A

S
LO



March 23, 2023   The Valley Voice  15NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

NAKUSP & AREA COMMUNITY 
TRAILS SOCIETY

2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday, April 13, 6:30 pm to 8pm
Nakusp Seniors Hall Upstairs

Become involved in Hiking Trails planning and 
preservation

Everyone Welcome - treats & refreshments served!
Memberships: $10/person or $15/family.

www.nakusptrails.ca info@nakusptrails.ca
Please support our CBT/RDCK ReDi grant application to replace 
the “Saddle Mountain Lookout Stairway and Landing”. The in-
person information displays and competition will be hosted at the 
Nakusp Arena at 12:00 on April 8. Your attendance and support 
for ours and other worthy local projects will be appreciated!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET BELLA and AURORA!
These two beautiful sisters are a bonded 
pair and ready to go to their FOREVER 
HOME. You get two wonderful, sweet 
kitties! These pretty ladies are under a 
year old. Bella is outgoing and Aurora 
loves to be stroked. Call PALS today at 
250-265-3792 to arrange to meet them. 

GORDON CHARLES (Chuck) 
DINNING passed away 

February 27th, 2023. 
June 30, 1928 – February 27, 2023, 

Born in Winnipeg, Man.
Passed away in A.L. Hospital, Nakusp at age 94 with his 

wife Dawna and sons Dean & Gordon by his side along with 
a supportive medical and hospital staff.  

Chuck was predeceased by his parents, Gordon & Grace 
Dinning.

He is survived by his wife of over 60 years, Dawna, and 
his 4 sons, Greg, Bruce, Dean and Gordon, 7 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren and his many friends.

A Celebration of his long life will be held at a later date. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

One Nakusp-area man has been 
sent back to prison for violating bail 
conditions and faces more charges – 
along with a second man – after police 
came across a hoard of stolen property 
in an underground bunker. 

Police say they made the discovery 
in a house occupied by a “prolific 
offender.”

An RCMP release says the Nakusp 
detachment received a report of a break 
and enter at a residence near Burton, 
south of Nakusp on the Arrow Lakes, 
on March 14. Several items were stolen, 
including a white Ford F350. Police 
were able to identify the suspects using 
game camera footage that captured the 
incident.

Then the break in the case came.
“On the early morning of March 

16, a Nakusp member noted the stolen 
pickup at the back of a known prolific 
offender’s residence,” says the police 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik says 
months of intense lobbying by local 
political leaders is beginning to pay 
off with improvements to the village’s 
ambulance services.

“This has been a long-drawn-out 
process advocating for 24/7 service for 
our community,” Zeleznik wrote in his 
monthly mayor’s report. “But by our 
continual advocation/discussions, we 
are beginning to see a major upcoming 
change in BCEHS service for our rural 
community that we all should be very 
proud of!!”

Zeleznik says  18 months 
of meetings with Interior Health, 
provincial ministry officials – and 
the recent tragic loss of a community 
member, which generated significant 
attention in the media – resulted in 
official action at a March 3 meeting 
on the issue.

“It blew me away, and all the 
people in attendance,” he told council.

Zeleznik says at the meeting he 
heard that a new agreement reached 
between BC Emergency Health 
Services and its union will see some 
real progress in the delivery of rural 
emergency health care.

“I personally have never seen 
in my lifetime such a drastic change 
to help recruit paramedics in rural 
communities, which we may never 
ever see again!!” the mayor wrote in 
his report.

Zeleznik said that under the new 
agreement, wages for paramedics 
would be in the “six-figure number” 
with six weeks vacation pay and an 
“excellent benefits package.” Casual 
standby wages increase to $12/hour 
with pager, and a minimum four-hour 
call-out fee at $37/hour, he said.

Training costs would be fully paid 
by the Province, allowing locals to work 
their way up to becoming primary care 
paramedics in a little over a year. If 
there’s enough interest, he said a course 
might be offered in Nakusp. 

If the Village can attract enough 
new recruits, a second emergency 

Nakusp council, March 13: Mayor lauds ambulance improvements
vehicle would be available right away 
to back up the prime ambulance, he 
also noted.

The mayor said special recruitment 
programs will also be started to 
introduce students to the paramedic 
career.

He welcomed new ambulance unit 
chief, Camille McCluskey, to town, 
as well.
RCMP report

The head of the local detachment 
of the RCMP came before council to 
introduce himself to the newly elected 
members, and to tell them the local 
force is at full complement. Corporal 
Tom Gill said recent hires filled up 
vacancies at the detachment – and that’s 
reflecting in the work they do.

He said they responded to 829 calls 
last year, compared to 858 the previous 
year. However, the number of ‘charge-
approved files’ is up to 43, from 31 the 
year before.

“I think [the reason] is two-fold. 
One, we’ve had the manpower to 
do investigations and collect better 
evidence, and two, I push hard with 
Crown to get charge approval,” he told 
council. 

While traffic offences have 
remained steady (though impaired 
driving offences have increased), the 
number of violent offences has more 
than doubled, from five to 12 cases, 
Gill noted. 

Violent crime “could be an assault, 
could be uttering a threat, anything 
where a sense of harm has come to a 
person,” he said. 

He said drug issues and stolen 
property are also continuing problems 
– as they are everywhere.

Relations with ambulance, mental 
health and primary emergency care 
workers are excellent in the community, 
he said.

Gill told council he was “always 
available” for councillors who seek 
information or have concerns to raise.
Hot springs revenues

It’s been a long cold winter but 
revenues from the municipally owned 
hot springs are warming the Village’s 

financial reserves. The last three months 
of operation saw the number of visitors 
rise each month. And that means 
revenues also rose, for a total take of 
just about $258,000 – about 40% more 
than the same period last year. 
Public property bylaw

Work on improving and updating 
the Village’s bylaws continues, with 
staff ready to propose a new bylaw that 
regulates how public property is used 
in the village – from weddings in the 
park to sidewalk patios and food trucks.

Staff say the proposed bylaw 
consolidates several  exist ing 
policies and bylaws to ensure clarity 
of regulation and reduce red tape, 
“ensuring the Village is dealing with 
matters fairly and according to relevant 
legislation.”

The bylaw also includes standard 
insurance requirements for the use of 
public property that protects the Village 
from potential liability.

“The Village has an inherent 
exposure to liability when Village-
owned lands and facilities are utilized 
by the public for an organized event or 
businesses using public property,” a 
report from staff states. “It is mandatory 
that the Village require protection from 
any potential liabilities that arise from 
the use of public property.”

People applying for a business 
licence who intend to use public 
property – including placing chairs, 
tables, displays, or sandwich boards 
on the sidewalk – will have to submit a 
certificate of insurance coverage for $5 
million with their application.

The proposed bylaw also regulates 
food trucks and food carts. Two carts – 
like ice cream carts pushed by bicycle 
– will be allowed each summer in the 
village. They’ll only be allowed to 
stop 15 minutes at one location before 
moving on at least one block away. As 
for food trucks, three will be allowed 
– two at the beach and one at the hot 
springs. 

“The reason for this provision 
is to reflect comments and opinions 
received from the public that there 
are not sufficient food services at 
the hot springs,” the report notes. 
“This option will help improve the 
visitors’ experience at the facility in 
the summer.”

A comment by the mayor revealed 

a small problem that could result in too 
few food carts being allowed during 
special events. Staff said they’d tweak 
the bylaw to provide an exception for 
those circumstances.

The bylaw also sets out an appeal 
process for vendors denied permits, and 
a system of fines and other enforcement 
actions.

The bylaw will also regulate 
temporary closures of village streets 
for demonstrations or parades, at the 
discretion of the CAO.
COVID funds

The Village is going to take another 
dip into the reserves it received nearly 
three years ago to cope with expenses 
caused by the COVID pandemic.

Council approved the withdrawal of 
$65,210 from the COVID Safe Restart 
Grant received from the Province in 
2020, to be used for facility reopening 
and operating costs (arena, parks, ESB), 
and budgeted revenues that were not 
collected (auditorium, curling rink and 
squash court). 

After transferring funding from the 
provincial grant this year, there will be 
$396,546 remaining for COVID-related 
expenditures in 2023 and beyond.
Village website

The Village is going to upgrade 

its website. UpandUp, a design 
company that did the Mountain Resort 
Municipality of Sun Peaks’ website, 
was awarded the contract. The Village 
budgeted $30,000 for the project, but 
UpandUp’s bid came in much lower 
at $5,000, with annual costs of $3,000. 
A staff intranet (communications 
network) could also be added in the 
future.

“The website has descended into 
a confusing maze of information that 
often leads to public complaints that it 
is difficult to use and navigate,” says 
a report from staff. “Furthermore, the 
website has become difficult to update 
and in some instances, out-of-date 
information cannot be changed.”

Nakusp RCMP find 
motherlode of stolen goods

report. “Several members attended the 
scene, where two males were arrested. 
Members held the scene while a warrant 
was obtained and a search conducted.”

That’s when they discovered a 
motherlode of stolen goods.

“The search also revealed a large 
underground bunker where a significant 
amount of the stolen property was 
located,” RCMP say. 

During the police investigation, 
another vehicle, from the Lumby 
area, was found near the scene of the 
Burton break and enter, and some of 
the owner’s tools from that vehicle were 
also located.

One of the men arrested was found 
to be in breach of his conditional 
sentence order. The order was revoked 
and he will serve his remaining sentence 
in prison. “The investigation continues 
but at this time charges of break and 
enter and possession of stolen property 
are being recommended against two 
individuals,” police conclude. 
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Society seeks lifetime members 
to support New Denver’s new Green 
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with 
contact info, or mail $20 with details to 
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.
HEY EVERYBODY! I really need to 
buy a cheap, reliable SUV or minivan. 
Can you help?!? Moe Lyons: meadow@
netidea.com.

2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4 dr. 
long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $10,000. 
Call 250-354-8340.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud owner 
of the Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The paper is well 
loved and respected, still going strong after 
30 years. The business can provide a modest 
living for you and your family, and wonderful 
community connections. We would stay as long 

or as little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give us 
a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or email 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New Denver: 
Please join us for a time of Celebration, 
encouragement, coffee and tea, at Gospel Light 
Chapel, Sundays at 10:30 am! jeffzak799@
gmail.com, 1- 250-352-5007, Pastor Jeff.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan: Please 
join us every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at 
St Mary’s Church, Slocan. Give yourself 
an hour each week for peace and reflection.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SQUARE DANCING - NEW FORMAT 
- will be on June 10 and September 9 from 
7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New Denver. 
Ages 13 and up are welcome. Admission is 
by donation. Bring a water bottle. Current 
COVID protocols will apply.

CHURCH SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTH

FOR RENT

AUTOMOTIVE

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Winter Hours:
Wednesday – 

Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

REAL ESTATE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home 

market evaluation. 
Thinking of selling? 

Offering professional home 
marketing and presentation. 

Sarah Rilkoff 
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path 

Realty

THE AGM FOR THE LUCERNE 
ASSOCIATION for Community Education 
(LACE) is set for Wednesday, March 29 at 
6 pm at Bosun Hall. A regular meeting of 
the board will follow the AGM.
THE AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY, the 
non-profit that brings you local TV re-broadcasts 
(CBC, PBS, KNOW, CTV, Global, NBC, and 
CBS) and local radio re-broadcasts (CBC2, 
Kootenay Co-op Radio, Vancouver Rock 
101, Calgary C&W, and Bounce/EZRock) is 
having an ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
on Monday March 27, at 7 pm in the Knox 
Hall in New Denver. Everyone interested in the 
operation of the society is welcome to attend. If 
you use the TV and/or radio services and want 
them to continue, this is an excellent time to 
jump in and help by joining the board because 
some of the current long-serving members want 
to retire. It is not a big commitment; we have 
only about two or three meetings a year.
THE SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY will be holding the 2023 AGM 
at the museum on March 26 at 2 pm. 
After the meeting, we will show Chad 
Townsend’s movie Nomoto-a BC Tragedy. 
If you have any questions, please email 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION is 
open for Cello Focus (June 9-11) and 
Chamber Strings (July 10-14) in Nelson. 
www.mountainsidechambermusic.com 
encourages intermediate level players 
aged 13 to adult to join our stimulating 
musical journeys! Contact: 250-777-1704 or 
mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.com.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
PACK SADDLE and wooden pack boxes. 
Excellent condition. 250-358-7158 (New 
Denver).

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 

for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

CAREGIVER WANTED – Part time, 
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.
THE NEW DENVER AND AREA 
YOUTH NETWORK is seeking a part-
time supervisor for the Outlet Youth 
Centre. This position requires working 
during evening hours, some cooking, a 
commitment to youth advocacy and a 
current Criminal Record check. Experience 
working with youth is an asset. For 
application information, please email 
newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.com or 
call Donna at 250-551-4830.
G A R D E N / G R E E N H O U S E  & 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT wanted! 
The Healthy Community Society of the 
North Slocan Valley manages the garden 
and greenhouse at Lucerne School, and 
provides hands-on lessons on gardening 
to classes at the school. The society is 
seeking someone to assist our manager, 
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Janitor, Bookkeeper, Gardener, & Snow 
Removal person. The board oversees the 
work of the permanent staff.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

IT’S GETTING LATE in the winter, 
which means that Mark Jeffreys and 
daughter Sequoia (now 12) are once again 
hoping to find a Slocan rental for the 
summer. As always, the ideal dates are 
from early May to the end of August, but 
we can be flexible. We just want to be back. 
Email us please at markjeffreys@yahoo.
com or phone/text at (801) 910-1532. And 
thank you!

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

PETS

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
March 17,

2023

HOSPICE

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
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NOTICES

RENTAL WANTED

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS

203 Broadway
265-3252

nakuspglass.ca

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Julia Greenlaw, with maintenance of 
the garden and greenhouse, and with 
her outdoor lessons. Garden/greenhouse 
assistance takes two to three hours per 
week from spring through fall; teaching 
assistance takes two to three hours per week 
in spring and fall. Job description available 
on request. Email resume and cover letter 
to hcsnorthslocanvalley@gmail.com by 
March 31 at 4 pm.
CLASS 1 w/AIR TRUCK DRIVERS: 
Minimum two years’ experience. Part-time 
days local Castlegar area and part-time to 
full-time OTR and flat deck experience for 
southern east & west BC. Must have valid 
Canadian driver’s licence and be a permanent 
resident. Email info@delltransport.com or 
drop in with a resume and abstract to 75 Old 
Mill Rd., Castlegar, BC.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/

Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
A  H I G H LY  E N T H U S I AT I C 
ORGANIZATION: Are you interested 
in joining the Kaslo and District Senior 
Citizens’ Shelter Society? We are looking 
for motivated individuals who are 
interested in volunteering on the board 
of directors. Abbey Manor is a financially 
independent organization in keeping with 
the preservation of the valued senior citizens 
within our community. Interested parties 
can contact Chair: 250-353-2159 or Vice 
Chair: 250-353-7302. For information, our 
permanent staffing positions are as follows: 
Office Manager, Maintenance person, 

SATELLITE/ TV/ NET/ WIFI - 
installation & repair: Xplore, Starlink, Shaw 
Direct, Bell, Aerial TV - audio/video, cell 
boosters, wireless repeater networks - James 
250-505-8392 TJF Works.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

WANTED

SERVICES

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Some wags call a spate of nice 
weather in February ‘fool’s spring’ – and 
this year it certainly was.

“Rain was more common than 
snow during [early February] and a 
stretch of milder temperatures beginning 
around February 3 allowed valley bottom 
snowpack to melt off by around the 15th,” 
says Jesse Ellis, a fire weather forecaster 
with the Southeast Fire Centre.

But after weeks of little precipitation 
and fine sunny weather, locals were hit by 

Winter got second wind in last part of February
a series of storms bringing snow and cold 
back to the region at the end of the month.

“The classic snow-making scenario 
was in place by the 25th as a moisture-
laden flow from the west over-rode 
the cold and dense modified Arctic air 
entrenched at the surface, producing 
17 centimetres of new snow from 12.4 
millimetres of melted-water equivalent,” 
he says.

That prevailing Arctic air also brought 
some record-breaking temperatures with 
it. Two daily minimum temperature 
records were broken in Castlegar, says 
Ellis:one on the 24th (-17°C) and one 
on the 27th (-14.4°C). That helped push 
the mean monthly temperature down to 
a little over a degree cooler than normal.

Ellis also notes that the trend is still 
towards dryer-than-normal conditions. 
With the cold temperatures, there was 
about half the amount of rain as normal 
in February, and 50% more snow than 
normal. But there’s still a deficit of 
water: total precipitation was 18% below 
average.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim ReillySOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

COMMUNITY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Decorative 
interior/exterior
Contact: River Bardati

250-354-9535 • rbardati7@gmail.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Wi t h  a  f e w  l a s t - m i n u t e 
adjustments and a bit of debate, the 
board of directors finalized the 2023-
27 five-year financial plan That also 
sets the tax bill for this fiscal year.

As mentioned in previous 
coverage, and in stories in this 
issue, directors were dealing with 
several issues out of their control 
– inflation, higher interest rates on 
borrowing, extra costs coming out of 
the pandemic, supply chain problems 
hiking project costs, and increases to 
property tax assessments this year. 
The regional government also had 
to deal with skyrocketing costs for 
information technology hardware and 
software, a 4% pay increase for staff, 
more money for travel and training, 
and more pay and travel costs for 
directors. Another major new cost was 
eight new staff to cope with increasing 
public demand – though three of those 
positions will be paid for by new fees 
and charges in the building services 
department.

There’ll also be increases to 
tipping fees and waste management 
charges, and many customers of 
community water systems will also 
pay more for service this year. 

Overall, the RDCK is seeking an 
extra $3.9 million to operate this year, 
about 11.21% more than last year.

However – we’ll say this for 
the last time this budget season – 
your results will vary. The RD is 
made up of a patchwork of service 
areas, and local areas cover much 
of the cost of their own recreation 

RDCK board, March 15: Budget passed
infrastructure, fire and emergency 
services, cemeteries, and other 
systems. While rural areas will see 
an increase in line with the overall 
average, all but one village (Nakusp) 
in the Valley Voice readership area 
is seeing an increase higher than 
the regional government average. 
Increases in our area are as follows: 
Area D-9.0%, Area H-11.7%, Area 
K-6.8%, Village of Nakusp-4.1%, 
Village of New Denver-22.7%, 
Village of Silverton-8.9%, Village of 
Kaslo-11.3%, Village of Slocan-19.1 
%.

Even within those areas and 
communities, the percentage may 
vary – mostly, depending on how 
your property tax assessment rose 
or fell in relation to other properties 
in your area, and what local services 
you pay for.

For village dwellers, the RDCK 
tax requisition will be included in the 
municipal tax bill you’ll receive in the 
next four to six weeks; rural property 
owners will get their bills from the 
RDCK directly. Those bills will also 
include tax requests from the school 
district, police services, hospital 
district, and other governing bodies.
Money costs money

The regional government is 
going to get paid by the Columbia 
Basin Trust to administer one of its 
community funding programs for the 
next two years.

The Resident Directed (ReDi) 
Grant Program (formerly known 
as the Community Initiatives and 
Affected Areas Program) supports 
projects that benefit the broad 

community and public good through 
community-based decision-making 
and ensuring an opportunity for 
resident input on projects.

It is a welcome program, but 
RDCK directors recently raised 
the issue that it was costing their 
organization time and money to 
administer the program in the 
communities.

It’s not that they don’t appreciate 
the grant program, but directors said 
it was taking up serious amounts of 
staff time and resources to ensure 
community consultations were 
held and the supporting paperwork 
administered properly.

The Trust has agreed to give the 
RD a little over $3 million for the 
next two years to ensure the program 
runs smoothly.
Nakusp area emergency 
response contract renewed

The RDCK is going to extend its 
contract for the Village of Nakusp to 
coordinate emergency planning and 
response in the Arrow Lakes area.

The board will pay the Village 
$20,000 to have Fire Chief Terry 
Warren manage emergency planning 
and response in the area for the next 
year.

“Having a resource in Nakusp 
provides response capacity for the 
northwest portion of our region, 
including west of the Columbia,” 
a staff report notes. “Without this 
contract in place, our nearest resource 
would be a 2.5- to 3-hour drive away 
from large areas of our region, or the 
RDCK would need to hire someone 
locally, which would not make sense 

financially.” 
Wa r r e n ’s  a s s i g n m e n t  a s 

Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 
recognizes his years of local 
experience and knowledge of the 
area’s emergency resources, response 
providers and municipal leadership.
Candidates for FCM

The Regional District will put 
forward two names for consideration 
by the national organization that 
represents municipal governments.

Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat and 
Silverton Councillor Leah Main 
were both endorsed by the board 
of directors to run for the executive 
body of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities.

Main’s nomination generated 
some debate, as she is not the 
Silverton director on the RDCK board 
this year – a job that was assigned to 
the village mayor this term. However, 
she has sat on the FCM executive for 
several years, and is the chair of the 
BC caucus. 

Directors in support of the 
nominations pointed out there are 70 
people on the FCM executive, and 
outside of major cities, most rural 
areas have one – if any – members on 
the FCM governing body. That means 
the RDCK punches above its weight 
at the national table that sets policy 
and lobbies for municipal government 
needs. In the past, that’s meant having 
a say in things like the Gas Tax Fund, 
which has funnelled millions of 
dollars to municipal coffers over the 
last few years, bringing taxes down 
for major infrastructure projects.

If the two directors are elected 

to the executive, about half of their 
travel and participation costs are 
covered by the national body. That 
leaves about $4,000 for the RDCK 
to pay for each to attend.
Rec Commission 6

T h e  d i r e c t o r s  a p p r o v e d 
appointments to Slocan Lake 
Recreation Commission #6: Nicholas 
Graves (Lucerne School), Wes Savil 
(alternate - Lucerne School), Elvin 
Padfield (student council - Lucerne 
School), Yonah Bahalul (alternate 
student council - Lucerne School), 
Angela Simpson (alternate - Area H).
Discretionary grants 

The board approved several 
discretionary grants in the Valley 
Voice readership area, including: 
WE Graham Community Services 
- upgrades to the community garden 
($500), SD 8 International Program - 
GIE Oaxaca 2023 ($200), Village of 
Slocan Affordable Housing Project 
($10,000), Village of Slocan Egg 
Hunt ($150).
Community Development 
Fund grants

The board approved several 
Community Development Fund 
grants in the Valley Voice readership 
area, including: Kaslo South Area 
Water Supply Society - Feasibility 
Study Phase 2 ($10,000), Village of 
Kaslo - support to Kaslo cemetery 
maintenance ($5,000), Fauquier 
Community Club - children’s 
recreation structure ($9,000), Fauquier 
Community Club- outdoor court solar 
lighting ($1,700), Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society - SS Moyie repairs 
($6,500), Village of Kaslo ($5,000).
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by  Mark  Page ,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The second annual Slocan 
City International Music & 
Arts Fair is a go for June 
16-18. Council approved a 
request from the organizers to 
hold the event again this year. 
Harold Street will be closed to 
traffic for that entire weekend, 
as organizers set up stages, 
event tents and other festival 
infrastructure.

“I think it’s really awesome 
to see how they’re trying to 
improve the community feel 
with more cultural events,” 
said Councillor Ezra Buller 
of the fair’s organizers.

The event is to have a 
main stage on Harold Street, 
a second one on the balcony 
of the Slocan City Hotel and 
a third inside the Legion. The 
main events will take place 
on Friday, June 16, 4-10 pm 
and on Saturday, June 17, 11 
am-10 pm, with song writing 
workshops on the Sunday at 
the Legion Hall. The Village 
does not have a noise bylaw, 
but the organizers are shutting 
down music at 10 pm to avoid 
disturbing residents.

The closure of Harold 
Street will begin on the Friday 
at noon and run until Sunday 
morning. The beach parking 
lot will be used for event 
parking.

Last year’s fair was held in 
conjunction with the opening 
of the Slocan City Hotel and 
was well attended. “I think it 
was a great success last year,” 
said Mayor Jessica Lunn.
Update on Central 
Slocan projects

Several big projects 
are getting underway in 
the centre of the village 
and Chief Administrative 
Officer Michelle Gordon gave 
progress updates. 

The new tennis and 
pickleball courts will be 
getting their FlexCourt surface 
installed as soon as the snow 
melts. The area was used this 
winter for ice skating, which 
is now closed for the season.

The curling clubhouse 
demolition has not happened 
yet on the new affordable 
housing project site, but the 
Village is preparing to put out 
a request for quotes. Gordon 
says they have received quite 
a bit of interest from local 
contractors wanting to take on 
the demolition project. 

The Vil lage is  a lso 
finalizing a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
Slocan Valley Housing 
Society about their eventual 
role in managing the housing 
project. The MOU is still in 
draft form and has not yet 
been made public.

The Village received a 
grant from the BC Active 
Transportation Grant Program 

Slocan council, March 13: Music & Arts Fair returns June 16-18
to pay for thermoplastic 
crosswalks at 14 intersections 
in Slocan. The intersections 
will have a plastic surface 
melted into the concrete to 
provide a more durable and 
long-lasting crosswalk. The 
grant pays for 70% of the 
cost, providing $49,000 for 
the project. This will be done 
in conjunction with Harold 
Street redesign, which is still 
in the planning process.
Growing 
Communities Fund 
Grant

Council got a pleasant 
surprise when the provincial 
g o v e r n m e n t  r e c e n t l y 
announced a  $624,000 
grant to the Village as part 
of Premier David Eby’s $1 
billion Growing Communities 
Fund. The money is allocated 
to municipalities based on 
population and is slated to be 
used for “infrastructure and 
amenities demands.” 

“My understanding is 
there is not going to be a ton 
of criteria on it,” said Mayor 
Lunn. “It’s not often that we 
receive significant allocation 
of funds that are relatively 
open.”

T h e  p r o v i n c i a l 
government communication 
said further guidance for 
the use of the money will 
be coming in the following 
weeks.
Wellness Centre 
water 

The Village’s public 
works department provided 
a full  roundup of their 
current projects, including 
an explanation of what went 
wrong with the water system 
at the Wellness Centre during 
the holiday season.

The problem began on 
December 22 or 23 and was 
reported to public works on 
the 26th. A frozen pipe was 
discovered to be the cause – 
the result of a heater burning 
out. 

Once this was fixed, other 

issues cropped up. When the 
water system was originally 
installed, a galvanized steel 
pipe was used, which is subject 
to corrosion and cracking. And 
when the seniors complex was 
built behind the Wellness 
Centre, grading of the area 
took away some ground cover, 
thus exposing the pipes to 
frost.

To fix the system, these 
sections of pipe had to be 
replaced. And because of 
difficulties getting supplies 
during the holidays, it ended 
up taking about three weeks.

A new Village website is 
in the works, and it will have 
a section for reports like this.
Recycling issues 

Mayor Lunn reported that 
Recycle BC, the non-profit 
organization that manages 
recycling province-wide, is 
experiencing staff shortages 
and has had to resort to drastic 
measures to have the bins 
emptied in Slocan. “It got to 

a point when they had to fly 
people in to drive and unload,” 
Lunn said.

During the February 
council meeting, Councillor 
Jordan Knott raised the issue 
of overflowing recycling bins 
at the Slocan transfer station, 
so Mayor Lunn contacted the 
RDCK to find out what the 
problem was.
Seniors’ programs

A presentation on several 
programs designed to help 
Slocan Valley seniors remain 
living at home for as long as 
possible was given by WE 
Graham Community Service 
Society board member Sarah 
Watts.

The Better at Home 
program just got going 
this winter in Slocan with 
WEGCSS a s  t he  hos t 
organization. This program 
provides services such as yard 
work and light housekeeping 
on a sliding scale.

Every second Tuesday 

starting in April, WEGCSS 
will also be providing Meals 
on Wheels, also on a sliding 
scale.

A n o t h e r  p r o g r a m 
has WEGCSS delivering 
emergency preparedness 
kits to seniors. Through this 
program, seniors can be 
added to a database that will 
be shared with emergency 
services. This will help those 
in need of extra help to be 
located during an emergency.

The Nav-CARE program 
connects seniors in declining 
health with ‘navigators,’ who 
aid them in connecting with 
community services while 
also providing emotional 
support. 
Local Conservation 
Fund

Council lors  heard a 
pitch from Juliet Craig of 
the Kootenay Conservation 

Program for the Village 
to join the RDCK’s Local 
Conservation Fund service. 
This fund supports projects 
in the region for the benefit 
of wildlife habitat, ecosystem 
h e a l t h  a n d  w a t e r s h e d 
protection.

Residents in participating 
municipalities and electoral 
areas pay an annual $15 parcel 
tax into the service. RDCK 
Area H (Slocan Valley) 
recently joined the service 
after a referendum that had 
more that 66% support.

No decision was made by 
council at the meeting.

It pays to advertise 
in the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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For Further information regarding 
our services please visit: 

www.kootenaycleanair.com 

Kai Thompson
Kootenay Clean Air - West Division
(250) 777 - 1480

Part one of a three-part 
series on recycling
by Art Joyce 

It’s a part of our lives – the weekly 
trip to the recycling depot to do our 
part for the earth. But have you ever 
wondered where all this material 
actually goes? Given the sheer amount 
of paper, plastics, aluminum cans and 
other containers we consume annually, 
is it really possible to ensure none of 
this ends up in the landfill? 

Recycle BC, the organization taking 

Recycling in the Regional District of Central Kootenay
the lead in ensuring that recyclable 
materials actually get returned to the 
production stream, reports that the 
2021 recovery rate province-wide was 
94.1%, “a significant increase from the 
2020 recovery rate of 85.8%.” Of the 
three regional districts in our area, the 
RDCK is enjoying the highest recovery 
rate of its recyclables, collecting 
2,988 tonnes of material in 2021, up 
substantially from 2020, when 1,651 
tonnes were collected.

According to RBC’s 2021 annual 

report, the program provides service to 
99.3% of BC households. RBC holds 
a contract with the RDCK whereby 
the regional government manages the 
collection of recyclable materials in 
the district.

In the RDCK, there is curbside 
pickup of recyclables in Castlegar and 
area, Nelson, Kaslo and Nakusp, with 
the remainder of the district served by 
collection depots. There are two kinds 
of recycling depots in our region: 
core depots, from which Recycle BC 
transports materials to processing 
facilities using contractor Green for 
Life (GFL), and satellite depots, from 
which the RDCK is responsible for 
transporting materials to core depots, 
to be picked up by GFL. After years of 
negotiation, Recycle BC only agreed to 
fund 12 core depots in our region, and 
it is up to RDCK taxpayers to fund or 
subsidize the rest.

The earlier convention in the 
recycling industry of ‘single stream,’ 
allowing the comingling of mixed 
materials, was only feasible when 
they could be shipped to overseas 
markets where labour was cheap for 
sorting. “That concept worked so-so 
as long as overseas markets were 
available,” says Uli Wolf, general 
manager of environmental services for 
the RDCK. “I was never a fan of mixing 
materials. But once China, Malaysia 
and Indonesia closed their recycling 
markets, single stream collapsed. We 
couldn’t guarantee anymore how much 
was actually appearing in the material 
stream. In the end, we had no choice but 
to go with the present system.” 

Wolf says sorting machines have 
now replaced most of the human 
labour, although the old system used a 
pre-sorting machine facility in Spokane 

before materials were shipped overseas 
for post-sorting. 

According to its 2021 annual report, 
Recycle BC’s “post-collection network 
is made up of 40 facilities around the 
province – 38 receiving facilities, 
and two primary material recovery 
facilities located in Richmond and 
New Westminster. These two facilities 
perform the majority of sorting and 
processing of BC’s packaging and 
paper recycling to prepare it for end 
markets.” 

Wolf says the market value for 
recycled materials is always “way 
below” the cost of collecting, 
transporting and sorting. There is 
seldom money being made from 
materials, even high-grade material 
like cardboard. There have been times 
when market prices for some materials 
were so low, the only solution was to 

compost or landfill them. Glass, which 
has a negative market value, has been 
crushed and used as replacement for 
gravel fill on district roadbeds, says 
Wolf. Only metals sometimes earn a 
profit, but only when prices are high 
at the mills. All other materials lose 
money, which is why the entire system 
must be subsidized by taxes. 

“We certainly want to continue to 
provide services but we can’t do that 
without subsidies,” says Wolf. “There 
is still in the public opinion the idea that 
the fees paid on recyclables cover the 
costs and that hasn’t been the case for 
a long, long time.” 

Watch for more articles on 
recycling in the upcoming issues of the 
Valley Voice. The next article will look 
at where the recyclable materials go 
after they’ve been collected at depots 
and at curbside.

by Jan McMurray
Clean indoor air is essential for 

everyone, says Kai Thompson of 
Kootenay Clean Air. That’s why he 
became a certified Indoor Air Quality 
Technician and operates Kootenay 
Clean Air in the West Kootenay region.

The company offers furnace 
and air duct cleaning, air testing, 
air conditioner coil cleaning, dryer 
vent cleaning, air purification system 
installation and filter maintenance 
programs.

“Indoor air quality is our main 
objective, by offering removal of 
biological and chemical contamination 
found in residential and commercial 
HVAC systems,” he says.

Kai says he enjoys educating his 
clients on the importance of clean 
indoor air. “We spend 75% of our time 
indoors, so it’s good to know about 
how to keep our indoor air healthy, and 
some of the consequences or health 

Kootenay Clean Air offers furnace 
and air duct cleaning

challenges that may occur if we have 
poor indoor air quality.”

Kai was raised in Kimberley, 
and spent his grade 12 year at LVR 
in Nelson, playing hockey for the 
Kootenay Ice major midget team. He 
was living in Cranbrook before moving 
back to Nelson to set up the West 
Kootenay base for Kootenay Clean Air. 
“Making the move here was easy,” he 
says. “When I am not at work, I have 
a new backyard to discover, finding the 
best mountain bike trails, summiting 
new mountains and skiing new lines.”

As an athlete, Kai considers 
himself an ambassador for clean 
living and environmental stewardship. 
“Whether it relates to indoor or outdoor 
environmental issues, I’ve always 
been keen to engage with others and 
communities in search of solutions.”

For more information, see the 
Kootenay Clean Air advertisement on 
this page.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

After being below normal for much 
of 2023, snowpack levels in the West 
Kootenay – and much of the rest of 
the province – are approaching near-
normal levels for this time of year. 
“A few light to moderate storms have 

West Kootenay snowpack at near-
normal levels for March

impacted the province resulting in 
seasonal accumulation of the mountain 
snowpack,” notes the provincial Snow 
Conditions Commentary released mid-
month. Those storms have pushed 
local snowpack levels to about 94% of 
normal for this time of year. Last month 
the snowpack measured by automated 
stations scattered throughout the region 
were about 84%, and in January was at 
just 77%. Individual stations in the West 
Kootenay show a range of values. The 
lowest levels were recorded at Duncan 
Dam Station #2, where snowpack was 
just 84% of normal. The highest levels 
were at Barnes Creek near Nakusp, at 
106%.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0


