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West Kootenay could be carved up in federal riding redistribution

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Voters in the Valley Voice
readership area could find themselves
casting their ballot in a different
riding next federal election.

A proposed redistribution of
federal ridings in BC has broken up
the eastern part of the existing South
Okanagan-West Kootenay riding, and
placed voters in that region into three
separate ridings.

The recommendation is contained
in the next-to-final draft report of
the Federal Electoral Boundaries
Commission for BC, recently
submitted to the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Procedure
and House Affairs for review.

“Surprisingly, this draft was
radically different from the first,
significantly affecting the boundaries
of our riding,” says the area’s current
Member of Parliament Richard
Cannings. “Unfortunately, there is
no real opportunity for direct public
input at this stage.”

Concerned citizens are asked to
contact Cannings by email.
Boundaries concern MP

Under the proposal, the West
Kootenay part of the current federal
riding would be divided up among
three ridings.

Nakusp, RDCK Area K (Arrow
Lakes), Area H (Slocan Valley)
and the Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Slocan would now be
part of the new Vernon-Monashee
riding.

RDCK AreaI (Pass Creek, Glade,
Shoreacres) would move to the
new Columbia-Kootenay-Southern
Rockies riding, as would Montrose,
Beaver Valley and Fruitvale.

Castlegar and RDCK Area J
(rural Castlegar) would move to the
new Similkameen-West Kootenay
riding, as would Trail, Warfield and
Rossland.

The area’s largest population
centres, Nelson and Creston, as
well as RDCK areas A through G,

would remain in the amalgamated
Columbia-Kootenay-Southern
Rockies riding.

“...I’'m hearing a lot of concern
about some of the changes in
the West Kootenay,” Cannings
wrote in his recent column. “For
instance, Montrose and Fruitvale
are essentially part of Trail, but the
proposal separates them from that
community and moves them into the
East Kootenay.

“Castlegar neighbourhoods just
outside the official city limits are cut
off from their community in a similar
manner.”

Cannings says the redistribution
was made with the goal of keeping
the size of each riding roughly the
same. The initial proposal from the
commission made last year would
have seen the city of Penticton split
in two, but commissioners got a lot
of pushback from that community.

“The boundary commission’s
second report showed that it had
listened to the residents of Penticton
and kept that community whole,
but that news was overshadowed
by drastic changes elsewhere in the
riding,” Cannings writes.

“The commission’s task is a
difficult one, but I'm hoping they can
address these concerns in their final
decision expected in the spring,” the
MP continues.

Cannings notes the public input
period is past, and the only official
avenue for input that remains is his
ability to present concerns to the
Committee on Procedure and House
Affairs. It can pass them on with
recommendations to the commission.

He is asking concerned residents
to email him at richard.cannings@
parl.gc.ca. The electoral boundary
report can be found at redecoupage-
redistribution-2022 .ca.

In the newest proposal for changes to federal electoral boundaries, our current ridings (South Okanagan-West Kootenay, Kootenay-Columbia and North Okanagan-Shuswap) no longer exist.
People living in the Valley Voice coverage area would be in either the new Vernon-Monashee riding or the new Columbia-Kootenay-Southern Rockies riding, as shown in the map here.
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March Fourth rally in Nelson brings out crowd of 100

by Jan McMurray

About 100 people attended the
‘March Fourth for Old Growth and
Biodiversity’ event, hosted by Last
Stand West Kootenay in Nelson.

The gathering was held
following the huge ‘United for
Old Growth’ rally in Victoria on
February 25. A similar event took
place in Revelstoke on the same day
as Nelson’s.

“We’re ramping up the pressure
because we need more immediate
action,” said Fox Forest of Last

Stand West Kootenay (LSWK),
one of the event’s main organizers.
“Old-growth and primary forests
are still being logged as we speak.
We need more public involvement
in identifying [old-growth deferral]
areas that have been missed and
more transparency from government
around which deferral areas are
being honoured — and for how long.
Beyond these interim measures, we
are asking for permanent protection
that takes into account broader
ecosystem connectivity.”

NEWS

An LSWK press release
announcing the event acknowledges
that government is “taking steps in
the right direction” — but not fast
enough, it says.

One of the goals at the Nelson
and Revelstoke events was to shine
a light on the inland temperate
rainforest. “In Victoria last week, the
focus was on the coastal rainforest,
but we have important rainforest,
too, and we need to look at the larger
picture,” Forest said.

In Nelson, the crowd gathered

People marched from Nelson City Hall to MLA Brittny Anderson’s office and back at the ‘March Fourth for Old Growth and Biodiversity' event in Nelson.

outside the City Hall for speeches,
then marched to MLA Brittny
Anderson’s office. On the way
back to City Hall for music and
letter writing, they occupied two
intersections (Baker and Josephine
and Baker and Ward).

“It was super peaceful, with lots
of songs and musical instruments,
and people dressed up in costumes,”
Forest reports.

Speakers included Gary Diers of
Argenta, Teresa Smed of Enterprise
Creek, Judith Fearing of Doctors
and Nurses for Planetary Health, and
Amber Peters of Valhalla Wilderness
Society (VWS).

Peters and Forest also attended
the Victoria rally in Victoria on
February 25, where VWS hosted
an evening event at the Victoria
Theatre about the inland temperate
rainforest.

“I’m becoming an ambassador
of the inland temperate rainforest,”
Peters said in an interview, “and
especially the VWS’s three park
proposals, because that’s what
remains of truly intact ancient inland
temperate rainforest.”

Peters said her call to action at
both the Nelson and Victoria events
was to write letters to the government
in support of the three VWS park
proposals: Selkirk Mountain Caribou
Park, Quesnel Lake Wilderness, and
Rainbow-Jordan Wilderness (north
of Revelstoke).

“We made it very clear that we’re
going for class A park status and
legislated tribal parks, because they
give the highest level of protection,”
she said.

The Selkirk Mountain Caribou
Park proposal connects Glacier
National Park to Goat Range and

WOODPECKER
APARTMENTS

Woodpecker holes in snags (standing dead
or dying trees) such as the rectangular ones
chiselled by pileated woodpeckers become
homes for others. Some 50 species of tree-
cavity nesters use pileated holes, including
flying and red squirrels; weasels; pine martens;
bats; pygmy, saw-whet and boreal owls;
buffleheads and goldeneye ducks. Resident
insects feed many of these creatures.
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Bugaboo Provincial Parks. It
includes the Incomappleux Valley,
which the government recently
protected as a conservancy.

“We’re going for landscape
connectivity here, and the
Incomappleux Conservancy hasn’t
helped to achieve that,” Peters said.
“Only 40% of the conservancy is
forested — it has a lot of heavily
clearcut and rocky areas. And
they excluded the adjacent old-
growth corridors of the Duncan
and Westfall, which are in our park
proposal. The government says they
want to protect 30% of the land base
by 2030, but it’s not good enough if
they are protecting low biodiversity
areas instead of high biodiversity
areas.”

Peters said there has traditionally
been a lot more representation for
coastal old-growth protection, “and
the inland temperate rainforest has
been largely forgotten.” She said
30% of coastal temperate rainforests
are protected, compared to only 17%
of inland temperate rainforest — “and
the most biodiverse areas are almost
completely without permanent
protection.”

A post about the March Fourth
rally on the Last Stand West
Kootenay Facebook page lists some
of the demands they are making
of government: to prioritize low-
elevation intact primary forest
ecosystems in their 30% by 2030
conservation efforts; to protect
biodiversity and wildlife habitat by
creating more class A provincial
parks or tribal parks; to immediately
stop the wolf cull and instead stop
clearcutting in deep-snow mountain
caribou grounds; to immediately
implement the 14 recommendations
of the Old Growth Strategic Review;
to lower the annual allowable cut
considerably and provide support
to industry to swap out licences in
old-growth areas.

The groups are calling for the
public to write letters to Premier
David Eby, Minister of Forests Bruce
Ralston, Minister of Land, Water
and Resource Stewardship Nathan
Cullen, and Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy George
Heyman. Contact information is on
the VWS and LSWK websites.



March 9, 2023 The Valley Voice

NEWS

- K

Trust to support wireless internet providers for ‘last mile’ connection to homes

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The Columbia Basin Trust says
it’s still committed to bringing
high-speed internet to the Slocan
Valley, but many may not get the
lightning-fast speeds the trunk line
can theoretically provide.

The Trust has a funding
application in to provide the ‘last
mile’ to thousands of homes itself,
but will turn to wireless, or over-
the-air internet providers, to serve
the rest.

“It’s not like we’re changing
anything. It’s more that we’re
recognizing that in some cases the
Trust will be able to move fibre-to-
home projects, and in other cases it’s
supporting wireless or other internet
service providers to do more,” said
CBT Communications Director
Delphi Hoodicoff.

Speaking notes from the
Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation, released at the Regional
District of Central Kootenay board
of director’s meeting February 16,
explain: “The most feasible and
cost-effective approach to serving
those households is with improved
fixed-wireless infrastructure, or other
technologies, as opposed to fibre-
optic cable.”

Last mile challenges

The Trust spent three years
and nearly $8 million installing
a 125-kilometre fibre-optic
backbone from Playmor Junction
to Nakusp, completing the project
last September. As impressive a feat
as it was, it still left the problem of
connecting individual homes and
businesses to the high-speed trunk
line. In February 2021, the Trust’s
CEO Johnny Strilaeff told the Valley
Voice the corporation would seek
funding to complete that work,
known as the ‘last mile.’

They applied to the federal
Universal Broadband Fund, which
aims for all Canadians to have access
to speeds of at least 50 megabits per
second download and 10 megabits
per second upload. Maps have
been created, showing communities
that don’t meet that benchmark.
The federal program will provide
funding only to these underserved
communities. According to the maps,

SD 8 and CUPE 748

conclude mediation
submitted

School District 8 (Kootenay
Lake) and the Canadian Union of
Public Employees (CUPE) Local
748 have come to a Memorandum of
Agreement and have recommended
ratification to their members.

“After some very long days in
mediation, our bargaining committee
has reached a Memorandum of
Agreement with the employer,”
says a news post on the CUPE
website. CUPE members voted on
the agreement March 1-9.

“The school district looks
forward to working together with
CUPE to focus on excellence for all
learners in a nurturing environment,”
states an SD 8 press release.

the federal program would provide
funding to connect only about 4,000
Slocan Valley homes to the fibre
trunk line with fibre-optic cable.

That leaves hundreds of homes —
sometimes in the same community,
because of the vagaries of the
federal maps — without funding for
connecting to the fibre backbone.

“Our biggest challenge has
been with the federal government’s
mapping data, saying some
households are receiving [50/10
speeds] and some aren’t,” says
Hoodicoff. “We can get funding
for half of Silverton, for example,
while the other half is not eligible for
funding. So that makes it so hard for
municipalities to fund that because
we don’t have the big funds from the
provincial or federal governments.”

Since the Trust itself can’t put
up the millions needed to connect
everyone in the valley with fibre, it’s
turned to wireless ISPs to provide
the service.

The Trust will offer “financial
support to Basin ISPs [Internet
Service Providers] that provide
fixed wireless service and that
intend to apply to the Connecting
Communities BC program to serve
eligible Basin households.

“This support will increase
the ISPs’ chances of success to
the program,” the speaking notes
indicate.

“We’re looking at exploring
partnerships. That’s always been part
of it,” adds Hoodicoff. “It’s critical
—these are all expensive endeavours
—so we are looking to leverage, take
advantage of funding opportunities
that come forward.”

Not seeking provincial
funds

Further, the CBT has decided
not to apply for provincial funds to
provide fibre from the backbone to
individual homes.

“Given the high cost to serve
remote households with fibre,

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

* Fresh
» Organic
* Wholesome

1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

— Open daily -
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

the Trust is not applying to the
Connecting Communities BC
program with its own last-mile fibre
application,” the speaking notes
indicate.

“Our application for fibre would
have been so expensive that first off,
it would never have been approved.
It just didn’t make sense,” explains
Hoodicoff. “So what we said is, as
part of our objectives, we’ll support
ISPs so they can succeed in their
application and help connect these
households to access speeds of
50/10.”

Speed limited

But wireless connection to the
trunk line only provides a fraction of
the bandwidth a direct fibre-optic line
to the home can. The one wireless
provider now working in the valley,
Columbia Wireless, has pledged
to meet the federal standard of
50/10 when it connects to the trunk.
Columbia Wireless did not respond
to Valley Voice requests for comment,
soit’s not known if the company will
be able to offer speeds faster than
that, but the fastest wireless service
in Canada (from the big telecoms)
is about 250 megabits per second.

That’s about a quarter of what a
fibre line can provide.

Hoodicoff said over-the-air
wireless will make the goal of
basic, high-speed internet available
to everyone, and said improvements
to the service can be built from there.

She said the Trust was working
within the realities of the funding and
the size of the task at hand.

“It’s phased; it’s working with
ISPs that are already out there,” she
said. “It’s what we can offer now,
knowing that we can’t do it all at
once.

“We are committed to future-
proofing. We don’t want to put in
something that will last five years
and then we have to put in a new
technology. But in some cases, it’s
millions and millions of dollars, and
no one would support that... they
would say ‘go build some affordable
housing instead.”

Whether fibre-optic or wireless,
when anyone will get connected
to the trunk line is still unknown.
There’s not much Trust officials
can do now but wait for the federal
government to approve their
application to provide fibre to homes.
That’s taken up the best part of the
last year.

If they do win the grant, at least
4,000 homes in the Valley Voice
readership area will be eligible for
fibre-to-home connections. These
are the homes, according to federal
eligibility maps, that don’t meet the
minimum service standards now.

Those with current service levels
good enough to make them ineligible
for funding, however, will likely
find themselves waiting many years
for anything better than the federal

minimum speed... which is about
1/20 the speed a fibre line can
provide.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Yukon Sally

Yukon Sally lives on the mountainside.
Yukon Sally, she likes to mountain-climb.
She has a pack and an old canteen,

a hundred little things that she has seen,
and a hundred stories if you've got a while.

Helicopter Joe lives down the road a ways.
Helicopter Joe flies passengers all day.

Up to the highest peak around,

Takes a photograph and takes them down,
So they can verify their lofty claims.

Joe calls Sally every now and then,

He says, “Come on Sally, have a little sense,
That mountain climbing is a silly waste of time.
I've got a way you can skip all that,

Get you to the top in minutes flat.”

Sally just shakes her head and smiles wide,
And says, ‘I think I'd rather climb.”

Joe sells rides to the hurried working class.
They want sights and they want to see them
fast.

They say, “This is nice, and I hate to rush...
But we can catch a bite if we hurry up...
And maybe do the ocean after that...”

Sally dallies in the scent of evergreen,
Cools her feet in a chilly mountain stream,
Stays outside when the sky grows dark,
Walks in time to her beating heart,

And meditates a moment at the peak.

She says, “Joe, the climbing is half the joy.
You might reach the peak but that's not the
point.”

Joe says, “Sally, you're a mystery to me.”

Yukon Sally lives on the mountainside.

“Yukon Sally” words and music by
Peter Mayer, copyright 1997.
www.petermayer.net




Stone Monke

The letter printed previously had
additional content from the editor,
which was solely of the editor’s
opinion and views. The book Stone
Monkey relentlessly questions our
most basic assumptions and with
equal force reorients us to a healing
other way.

However, the quote was not
about the book, it was about life as a
whole. We need a healing other way,
thru understanding one another. For
the entire world, all of us, together.

“Keep it Kootenay.” A quote
from Tija Jansons, from the bus up
the lake.

Tija Jansons
North Kootenay Lake

Phoenix burns
again

The Phoenix pay system was
implemented by the Canadian
government in February 2016,
under the PC government of Stephen
Harper. The implementation of
the system was part of the Harper
government’s efforts to modernize
and streamline government
operations and services. Old Steve
started the project and spent $310
million for Phoenix. Instead of
working properly, it either short-
changed your wages, overpaid you
or did not pay at all.

Harper warned Trudeau that
the system was not working and
required work. Justin plowed ahead
with implementing the Phoenix,
getting IBM Canada to do the work.
Perhaps if IBM USA was working on
it, things could have been different.
Apparently, IBM Canada has a small
presence in Canada. This did not stop
them from milking another $700
million over the next seven years
from the government teat.

And after $1 billion spent, the
Phoenix pay system is still a failure
in 2023! The government can’t even
pay its workers — shameful! Then

they tossed $173 million in 2021 to
a vaccine company named Medicago
and they recently shuttered and left
town. It is clear that anything high-
technology is beyond the grasp of
the federal government to develop
and put into play.

Most Canadians can feel Canada
buckling. That’s because the good
ship is rocking along the shore and
the captain is on a mental vacation.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Curbside
collection

Karin Leja’s insightful and
educational letter regarding curbside
collection was right on the money.
I don’t just disagree with RDCK’s
recycling proposal, which amounts
to an attempt to urbanize our rural
district to please our recent urban
refugees, but I also disagree with
the way our regional directors have
chosen to burden the people with
tipping fees to punish them for
having garbage. If I take something
to the dump, it is because it has been
used until it is not useful in any other
capacity. It isn’t because I have just
decided to take it to the tip for no
good reason. If my roof is done, it is
done — it doesn’t mean I am at fault
and should be forced to pay for my
negligence.

The East Kootenay doesn’t
charge tipping fees. The cost of
dealing with garbage is included in
your property tax bill, so there is an
incentive to take your garbage to the
dump. I visited relatives in England a
few years ago and helped my uncle-
in-law take a load of garbage to the
tip. To my astonishment, no money
had to change hands, because English
people are astute enough to realize
the consequences of charging people
for dumping their garbage. Charging
tipping fees is an incentive to take
your garbage into our rural landscape
and dump it over a bank somewhere.
It is disgusting, and completely
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OPINION

uncondonable, but as long as there
are tipping fees, it is going to happen.
So, I would urge our regional
directors to follow the lead of the
East Kootenay directors, and add
the cost of garbage disposal to our
property tax. I have been carrying my
shopping in cloth bags and recycling
everything that could be since the
1970s but I am getting a little tired
of recycling the same old completely
unnecessary packaging, while my
governments grasp at straws, and
proclaim it a great start.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

It's not over yet

Our legal system is intended to
keep our government accountable.
But that only works if someone
brings the government to court. The
Justice Centre for Constitutional
Freedoms (JCCF) serves in this
role. On February 18, 2022, several
hundred police officers in riot gear
descended on the Freedom Convoy
protestors. The JCCF immediately
filed an action in federal court on
behalf of several peaceful protestors.
The federal court will hear the
JCCF’s challenge in Ottawa this
April 3-5,2023.

Justice Paul Rouleau of the
Emergency Commission said he was
reluctant to conclude the use of the
Emergencies Act was justified. John
Carpay, JCCF president notes, “The
grounds for his reluctance are very
strong. In fact, the evidence supports
his reluctance more than it supports
his conclusion.”

For a declaration of public order
to be justified, Justice Rouleau stated
anumber of conditions must be met.
In JCCF’s opinion, the conditions
fell far short of being met. Much
more could have been done. For
Justice Rouleau’s conditions and
JCCF’s discussion of them, go to:
www.jccf.ca/rouleau-report-the-
evidence-contradicts-the-conclusion
and follow the links.

There was very little policing
during the Freedom Convoy
protest. There were many bylaws
to enforce. There was no permit for
the demonstration. Noise bylaws
could have been enforced. Although
emergency lanes were left open,
tickets could have been issued for
partial obstruction. If the truckers
had received tickets, ignored them
and continued to protest in the
same way, an injunction could
have been obtained ordering the

protestors to leave. Two injunctions
were issued in Windsor against
protestors blocking the Ambassador
Bridge. The injunction effectively
criminalizes continued protest and
would have facilitated immediate
towing of trucks. If Ontario failed to
deal with the protest appropriately,
this does not mean the Province
lacked “capacity or authority.”

Justice Rouleau has stated that,
“Nothing in the report is in any
way binding on the courts that may
hear legal challenges to the use of
the Act.” The federal court has the
responsibility to determine the legal
and constitutional accountability of
the federal government for violating
Canadians’ charter rights during the
Freedom Convoy.

The JCCF seeks a declaration
that Mr. Trudeau acted illegally when
declaring a ‘national emergency.’

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Vaccine taboo

Questioning the safety of vaccines
has been a carefully nurtured taboo
by the pharmaceutical industry. We
were told that the COVID-19 mRNA
vaccine was both safe and effective.
It has been shown beyond the faintest
shadow of a doubt that it is neither.

Because it was rolled out under
an ‘emergency use authorization,’
it was shielded from liability. And
because it was added to the childhood
list of required vaccinations (in the
US), it was again shielded from
liability.

But what the vaccine (and Pfizer,
BioNTech et al.) is not shielded from
is fraud. It is clear to those who have
been following this that the vaccine
was shown by Pfizer’s own trials to
be harmful, so much so that the risk
outweighed possible benefit, but was
introduced to the public with malice
aforethought. They knew.

Very soon the lawsuits will
begin. Some are already in process.
I suspect that it will be much like
what happened to the tobacco
industry — stonewalling at first,
then increasing doubt concerning
their defense, then a tsunami of
cases where the truth comes out
and large settlements made on the
still living vaccine injured. Those
who died from it, from myocarditis,
blood clots, and so on, will become
a footnote in history, as well as
the COVID patients deliberately
killed in hospitals through the use
of Remdesivir (known to nurses as
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‘run-death-is-near’), ventilators, and
no treatment at all.

This leads directly to the taboo
thought that if the COVID vaccine
has been shown to be unsafe and
ineffective, what about these other
vaccines? Babies in BC under 12
months of age are given 14 various
inoculations, not counting the
suggested COVID vaccine. Are these
vaccines safe? Are they even useful?

To answer that and other
questions about vaccines, I would
recommend Turtles All the Way
Down: Vaccine Science and Myth.
This book is based entirely on
published government and private
scientific data, with over 1,500
references (available online). It can
be ordered from Amazon, and there
is a copy in the Kaslo library.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Planet Crazy

I see many letter writers appear
to live and reside quite peacefully
on planet Zylon, where so sadly they
get very poor reception, except for
mainstream media bastions of ‘truth’
—CTV,Global, CBC,MSNBC,CNN,
BBC, etc. and ad nauseum.

On planet Zylon, they hear and
very much believe with all their hearts
these things and many more besides:

e That the government (any
government — federal, provincial,
municipal) is your dear friend, is
benevolent and has your best interests
in mind.

* That suggested inoculations
(especially the COVID-19 shot and
its boosters) are safe and effective.

*That one Bill Gates is a wonderful
fellow with only the welfare of his
fellow man as a consistent focus — a
true blue philanthropist.

*That V. Zelenskyy of Ukraine is a
dashing, courageous and self-effacing
man devoted to the preservation of
his country.

e That V. Putin of Russia is true
evil incarnate and should at all costs
be destroyed.

e That the USA government
and its military complex is the great
saviour of the world and the preserver
of democracy across the globe.

* That news outlets like all those
listed above are the bastions and
reporters of ‘the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth.’

e That this world’s climate
is changing at such a fearfully
catastrophic rate we are soon doomed
to annihilation and maybe even
sooner than soon.

e That ‘following the science’
— that is, the current definition of
‘science’ — is the only way to go.

e That the WEF and its designs
on a New World Order through Klaus
Schwab and his rapt little minions
at Davos is a complete ‘conspiracy
theory.” (Oh wait - no, it WAS a
‘conspiracy theory’ but now even
the inhabitants of Zylon realize that
it’s quite real.

Sadly, none of this is true, oh

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

inhabitants of Zylon and we, here on
planet Earth, those with even an iota
of common sense and tiny discretion
have known for quite some time that
‘something wicked this way comes’
and in fact is already here. Something
too is definitely ‘rotten in the State of
Denmark’ and not only in Denmark,
but all around our dear globe.

Know too, those of you on Zylon,
there will be a great accounting at
some point for the evils listed above
and complicity in them — a great and
terrible accounting. Fortunately, you
are living on Zylon and may get a
‘bye’ due to ignorance. Perhaps not
though, since after all is said and
done, ignorance is no excuse.

Just as a matter of interest
— all those who currently reside
permanently on Zylon in favour of
planet Earth, raise your hands.

Todd Allen
New Denver (formerly of
Zylon prior to 2019)

Response
to Dave
McCormick

Letters like Dave McCormick’s
make me think of a saying from a
dear friend of mine: “Such letters say
more about the writer than they do
about the person they’re attacking.”
So, for the hard-of-thinking, a quick
lesson in logic and Socratic reasoning.
(As my mother used to say, if you
don’t know what that means, look
it up.) First of all, does McCormick
address even one of the points in my
article? No. Instead he resorts to ad
hominem attacks (name-calling) such
as “anti-science cranks” and “anti-
vaccine.” This is a page straight from
the government and media playbook:
demonize your opponent while deftly
avoiding the need to address their
arguments at all. The sure sign of a
weak argument.

Does he then provide any science
of his own to rebut my arguments?
No. He makes what is known as
a solipsistic, i.e. self-referential,
rebuttal by referring us to his blog.
Presumably he as a blogger is in a
better position to assess the facts and
research than someone like myself
who has been a journalist for 30-plus
years and has researched and written
11 published books. Incidentally,
although minor corrections have been
issued for some of my articles over the
years, not once in three decades have
any of my investigative journalism
articles had to be retracted.

Are the sources cited in my
article “anti-science”? Would Mr.
McCormick consider the US national
database VAERS “anti-science”?
Is he in a better position to analyze
the data than Dr. Patrick Provost of
Québec’s Université Laval? Are the
journals BMC Infectious Diseases
and International Journal of Vaccine
Theory, Practice, and Research “anti-
science,” fringe publications? On
what authority does Mr. McCormick

rebut the hundreds of thousands
of adverse vaccine reactions being
reported to databases such as VAERS
and Vaxxtracker? Can he provide
unbiased data that conclusively rebuts
these figures? Is he prepared to debate
University of Guelph virologist Dr.
Byram Bridle, whom I also cited?
Because Dr. Bridle has issued an
open call to anyone who wishes to
challenge him. Note that McCormick
and his ilk typically do not cite a
single scientific paper or database but
prefer to resort to insults. The article
I submitted to the Valley Voice was
supported by 16 footnotes. I have
thousands more references in my
files. Further, has he even bothered to
look at the report by Dr. Naomi Wolf,
whose team analyzed the 55,000
Pfizer documents a US judge ordered
released? Somehow I doubt it.

And finally, is Mr. McCormick
prepared to stand in front of a vaccine
injury victim and tell them they’re
lying about their conditions? I dare
him to visit the website Real Not
Rare and read the page after page
after page of heartbreaking stories
of those permanently damaged or
killed by these experimental mRNA
injections. I dare him to look up online
the tragic story of young people
like Maddie DeGaray, who was a
healthy, athletic young woman prior
to consenting to a COVID vaccine
trial but is now paralyzed. Anyone
who can read these stories and still
buy the mainstream narrative of “safe
and effective” has a heart of stone and
a mind of lead.

So who is the real danger to
society then?

Art Joyce
New Denver

The Russian
invasion of
Ukraine

I am not handling this war very
well. Not a day goes by when I do not
reflect on the needless suffering of the
Ukrainian people during this brutal
Russian invasion. As I write these
lines, another apartment building has
been struck increasing the number of
civilian casualties.

In part, it is difficult for me since
my mother was born in Russia and
my father in Ukraine. During my
numerous visits, I have been able to
visit the village where my father was
born, spend time in the countryside
with relatives as well as in the cities
of Odesa, Kyiv and Lviv where I have
walked the streets that are currently
being bombed.

Although Crimea was occupied
and war was ravaging the Donbas
during my last visit to Ukraine in 2018,
one could see that the people were
doing their very best to cope as life
went on. However, memorials to the
fallen and young soldiers leaving for
the front served as constant reminders
of the sacrifices being made in the
defence of this fledgling democracy.

Although we are used to seeing
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conflicts in other parts of the world and
feel for those suffering, this one for me
is personal. I find it is much easier to
identify with the suffering of people if
you have roots in the country and have
spent time there.

As do many Canadians, I try to
inform myself through credible news
sources and believe I have a good
understanding of what is taking place
on the ground. Then, of course, the
question continues to linger — why?
Why did Putin decide to launch a full-
scale invasion?

There are those who state that
this is because of a US/NATO proxy
war against Russia. According to
them, we should disband NATO
and cease providing Ukraine with
weapons. Others call this a civil war
and believe the only outcome can be
through negotiations where Ukraine
permanently gives up part of its
sovereign territory to Russia.

In these discussions, it often
appears that the will of the Ukrainian
people themselves is discounted,
as if somehow Zelenskyy and his
government are pawns of the west.
However, let us not forget that he
was elected with 70% of the popular
vote and that his party commands a
majority in parliament.

The question of Russia and NATO
is a complex one, and to be honest,
prior to the 2014 invasion, I was
starting to question the rationale for
maintaining this military alliance.
The fact is that in 1994, according to
the Budapest memorandum, Ukraine
gave up its nuclear weapons to Russia
in return for a guarantee by Russia, the
US and the UK that its sovereignty
would be respected and borders not
violated. As we can see, none of the
signing superpowers carried out their
commitment. Russia invaded while the
US and UK watched.

I am not a military strategist but I
would think that if Russia really felt
threatened by NATO, all it would have
to do is to reposition a few missiles on
the borders of NATO countries and
then negotiate for a de-escalation on
both sides. One of course wonders if
Russia would have invaded Ukraine at
all if it had been part of NATO.

Unfortunately, the reasons for
this conflict are much deeper. Since
Ukraine gained its independence
in 1991, Russia has followed and
influenced political developments
there very closely. Putin put pressure
on then President Yanukovich in
2014 to retreat from signing the
European Union Association
Agreement, which subsequently led
to the Maidan people’s uprising and
Russia’s invasion of the Donbas and
Crimea. Prior to this time, Russia had
been active in destabilizing these and
other regions of Ukraine by training
terrorists and financing the separatist
movement. This almost appears to be
taken from the US playbook in Latin
America where we have witnessed
democratically elected governments
destabilized or replaced by US trained
paramilitaries and puppets.

In attempting to determine the real
reason for this conflict, one only has
to look at Putin’s essay of July 2021
entitled ‘On the Historical Unity of
Russians and Ukrainians.” Basically,
he and many other Russians do not
recognize Ukraine as a nation and are
unwilling to accept that the majority of
Ukrainians want to be part of Europe
and not under Russian domination.
Others such as Dmitry Medvedev
dismiss Ukrainians as non-entities.
In April of 2022, one of Putin’s
propagandists, Timofey Sergeytsev
published an article entitled ‘What
Should Russia do with Ukraine?’
According to him, anyone fighting
against Russia’s invasion is a Nazi
and should be destroyed. The passive
masses, the so-called accomplices of
Nazis, are also guilty. He goes on to
say that Nazism is often disguised
as a desire for independence and to
seek a western path of development.
I could go on and on listing more
absurdities but it appears that a
significant number of Russians do not
respect the Ukrainians’ desire to chart
their own course for the future, free
of any interference. From what [ have
been able to ascertain, this is the main
cause of the war.

This brings me to ask what can
be done to end this senseless conflict.
Are the Ukrainian people prepared
to negotiate the end of the conflict
knowing that part of their country
will be lost? So far, we have seen that
those areas under Russian control
have seen extreme brutality such as
summary executions, rape, looting,
mining of fields and roads, filtration
camps to root out Ukrainian patriots
and the forced deportation to Russia
of Ukrainian citizens, many of them
children. Would Zelenskyy be willing
to undergo negotiations knowing that
this fate awaits some citizens of his
country?

Personally, at this point in time, the
only way I see for the Ukrainian nation
to survive is to win this war. This, of
course, means continuing support from
the west with sophisticated military
equipment to finally stop the missile
and drone strikes that are terrorizing
the population. As someone who has
been involved in the peace movement
over the years, this is not an easy
statement for me to make. I do not see
any other way out. If we stop providing
assistance, Ukraine will cease to exist
as a free and democratic nation.

It is interesting to note that this
conflict has solidified the Ukrainian
people. Russian and Ukrainian
speakers are fighting side by side
against the aggressor. Whereas, in
2013 roughly 80% of Ukrainians
looked favourably on Russia, now
it is around 2%. In striving for his
“Russian world” Putin has created
enemies, forced NATO to beef up
its forces and alienated much of the
world community. What a total waste
of human lives, including the 100,000
or so Russian soldiers who have been
killed or wounded in this conflict since
the February invasion.

As T mentioned at the beginning
of this essay, I have found this war
very difficult to comprehend. Is there
a possible way that 2023 will see an
end to this brutal conflict and at the
same time guarantee that the Ukrainian
people will be able to chart their own
course in history? Only time will tell.

Alex Atamanenko
Castlegar

Masks
ineffective

This is information from an
article by Chris Schaefer, a respirator
specialist and recognized authority on
the subject of masks, in the August/
September Common Ground titled
‘What works and what doesn’t when
it comes to masks.’

The mandated masks “trap
hazardously high concentrations
of exhaled carbon dioxide thereby
causing the restriction of available
oxygen, which the wearer is forced
to inhale. It is very hazardous to re-
inhale your exhaled carbon dioxide.”

Schaefer says that normal carbon
dioxide in air is approximately 400
parts per million, and he has measured
carbon dioxide levels within two
minutes of wearing a mask at 40,000
parts per million. He says normal
oxygen in air is 20.9%, and he has
measured oxygen levels as low as
17.5% within two minutes of wearing
a mask.

“Besides trapping exhaled carbon
dioxide and creating a low oxygen
atmosphere, these breathing barriers
also trap heat and moisture,” he says.
Thus, the inside of the mask is “the
perfect environment for harmful
bacteria to form, grow and multiply,
right in front of your mouth and
nose.”

He says the trapped heat and
moisture also causes the degradation
of the mask, creating the possibility
of the wearer inhaling the chemicals
and fibres of the make-up of the mask.

And to think that the mandating
of masks is in the name of protection
of one’s health!

Let’s look at another article,
‘Let’s look at the real numbers,” by
Ted Kuntz in the Common Ground
of December 2020/January 2021.The
scientific evidence does not support
mask wearing. The ineffectiveness
of cloth face coverings becomes self-
evident when the size of a coronavirus
(0.12 microns) is compared to the
filtration capacity of a surgical mask
(2-10 microns). The holes in a cloth
mask are significantly larger still.
Using a cloth fabric to prevent viral
transmission has been compared to
erecting a chain link fence to keep
out airborne sand. Furthermore, 99%
of all viral particles are airborne and
can enter our eyes and the pores of
our skin just as easily as our mouth
and nose.

One of the bamboozlements of
the people. Wouldn’t you agree?

Blaine Bennett
Kaslo
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Kaslo, Area D residents see “fair’ increase in tax bill from RDCK, says director

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

People living in Kaslo and North
Kootenay Lake will be paying a bit
more for their services from the
Regional District this year — but
how much more depends on a lot
of factors.

Residents got their first chance
to see how the Regional District of
Central Kootenay’s 2023 budget will
affect them at a public workshop in
Kaslo late last month.

“Given what the needs are,
and how much is not necessarily
discretionary on our part — when you
talk about fire, when you talk about
mosquito contracts — I do think it
is fair from the ‘you-live-here-and-
you-want-a-certain-level-of-service’
[viewpoint],” said Area D Director
Aimee Watson. “Living in a rural
area where you have less density
is increasingly more expensive to
deliver any servicing.

“... So for what we have, yes I
think it’s fair. We don’t ever increase
taxes just because we want more
money.”

The 2023 budget calls for an
8.66% rise in the amount of money

needed from Area D, and a 9.35%
increase from the Village of Kaslo.
However, another 2% will likely
be added to that. RDCK Chief
Financial Officer Yev Malloff also
noted that the decision to hire eight
new people at the last RDCK budget
meeting will also force another 2%
addition to the tax bill (see ‘RDCK
board finds it hard to say no to hires,
despite budget pressures,’ Valley
Voice, February 23, 2023). That
brings both numbers for both Area
D and the Village of Kaslo up into
the double-digit realm.
Inflation driving costs

The drivers behind the budget
increase have already been explained
by RDCK officials, and Malloff
reiterated the causes at the February
22 meeting. He noted that a built-in
staff salary increase of 4.4%, inflation,
fuel prices and pandemic-related
supply chain issues, higher per-diems
for travel, more conferences being
attended by staff and directors, as
well as rising interest rates were the
biggest factors driving the need for
more money.

Residents will also see increases
to transit services (7%) and waste and

ESTATE SALE at 414 7th
Avenue, New Denver:
Saturday, March 18, 2023
Everything must go!

Household items, tools, furniture

recycling services (a 10% increase in
tipping fees and a 9% tax increase to
pay for the service).

As for the new hires, Malloff
noted they were made to ease staff
shortages and workload, and some
positions would be financed by hikes
to fees, and not taxes.

“When we presented the
board reports for this, we
benchmarked against other RDs and
municipalities,” said Malloff. “For
the most part, the Regional District
has less staff per user than other
Regional Districts. That supports
the notion that our current staff are
stretched.”

Different tax bills

But an 8.66%-plus increase in the
tax requisition (the money the RDCK
is asking for) in Area D does not
mean an automatic 8.66% increase
on your tax bill.

Instead, your tax bill is based on
two factors — your assessment, and
the tax rate you are being charged
at. Because assessments went up so
much this year in Area D (16.54%)
and the Village of Kaslo (19.93%),
the tax rate per $1,000 actually went
down a little bit. That means if your
property assessment didn’t go up
at all this year, your tax bill would
actually fall. If your assessment
increase is higher or lower than the
average of your neighbours’, you’ll
pay alittle more or less, accordingly.

Another significant factor
impacting the tax bill for some Area
D residents is mosquito control. In
the northern portion of Area D, the
cost of spreading larvicide to control
the mosquito population accounts for
about 40% of the property tax bill.

Watson noted the program
costs $110,000 annually, but local
taxpayers only cover about $70,000,
with the rest picked up by community
grants she can assign for the purpose.

The Village of Kaslo’s
representative on the RDCK board,
Mayor Suzan Hewat, said she
thought the increase was reasonable
as well.

“We’re delivering service at
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the level people are requesting,”
she said. “A lot of it is out of our
hands. But the ones we directly have
impact on, the sub-regional services,
is based on the level people are
requesting.”

The RDCK will finalize its
budget in March, and its requisition
will be included in the Village of
Kaslo’s municipal tax bill, which will
2o out in May.

Sinixt extinction issue to be
raised again in parliament

by Jan McMurray

MP Richard Cannings has agreed
to once again take the issue of the
Sinixt ‘extinction’ status to parliament,
according to a recent Autonomous
Sinixt press release.

“We appreciate Richard Cannings
meeting with us and carrying our
requests forward to various
government bodies. The ending of
the travesty of the declaration of
Sinixt extinction is long overdue,”
says Marilyn James, Smum iem
Matriarch of the Autonomous Sinixt,
in the release.

The Autonomous Sinixt Facebook
page says that James and Lori Barkley,
anthropologist on staff with the
Autonomous Sinixt, met with Cannings
on February 21. They gave him a new
batch of signatures on the petition
calling for the reversal of the Sinixt
extinction declaration, as well as a letter
signed by James, outlining concerns
with the BC treaty process. Cannings
has agreed to take the signatures to the
floor of parliament, and the letter to
the provincial and federal ministers in
charge of Indigenous relations.

The letter asks that the Autonomous
Sinixt be considered as a separate entity
from any other tribal group, band
council or confederacy. “Autonomous
Sinixt have nothing comparable to
these systems, and are consistently
excluded from every provincial and
federal process regarding their unceded
territories. These territories are being
claimed by other tribal groups in the
BCTC process, despite contention and
exclusion of Sinixt.”

The letter also says the Autonomous
Sinixt attempted to file a claim with the
BC Treaty Commission in 1997, but
the claim was not considered because
of the extinction status.

In the letter, James asks for a

system to determine Sinixt descent,
noting that many Sinixt descendants
are being represented by other tribal
groups that are federally recognized.
She also asks that the treaty process be
slowed down so that Sinixt individuals
can be consulted as to whether or not
they want to be represented by other
tribal governments. “Some of us do
not want to be represented by any of
those governing bodies and have a
right to self-determination and self-
government, as per Articles 3-5 of
UNDRIP... We also have a right to
our own governance model, Smum'
iem, which has been re-enacted and
upheld culturally at Vallican for over
30 years. Not only do we have a right
to self-governance under Sinixt cultural
laws, we have a responsibility to
govern ourselves in the manner dictated
by those laws.”

Finally,James says the Autonomous
Sinixt has heard “rumours” that the
Colville Business Council is talking
about holding a referendum in Nelson
in May but they have no details. She
asks “that the federal government
stop deciding the internal governance
matters of our Peoples, but rather
support a true referendum that is not
operating under a foregone conclusion
that all Sinixt Peoples are represented
by the Colville Business Council in the
Washington State.”

Cannings agreed to take
the letter to Murray Rankin, BC
Minister of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation and to Marc Miller,
federal Minister of Crown-Indigenous
Relations.

According to the Autonomous
Sinixt Facebook page, the MP has taken
over 1,000 signatures to parliament
on four occasions in the past, but the
Autonomous Sinixt have not had any
response.

Province gives huge one-time
grants to local governments

by Jan McMurray

The Province has announced
a huge one-time grant to all
municipalities and regional districts
in the province.

The Growing Communities Fund
provides a total of $1 billion to all
188 BC local governments. In our
area, it’s an infusion of cash of over
$20 million.

The basic grant is $500,000 with
further adjustments for population
size and per-capita population
growth between 2016 and 2021,
based on BC Stats data. “This
method considers the impacts of
service and amenity demands on

smaller and rural communities and
the additional pressures experienced
by faster-growing communities,”
says the government press release
announcing the fund.

Grants will be distributed to
local governments by the end of
March 2023.

Grants in the Valley Voice
coverage area are as follows:
Regional District of Central
Kootenay ($4,025,000), Village of
Nakusp ($1,161,000), Village of
New Denver ($704,000), Village
of Silverton ($585,000), Village of
Slocan ($624,000), Village of Kaslo
($919,000).
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by Mark Page, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

For Kootenay Lake’s
kokanee salmon population to
rebound, the kokanee first need
a break from being devoured
by the over-abundant rainbow
and bull trout, say Ministry
of Forests officials. So, in
the coming year, the ministry
will be ramping up measures
to reduce the number of
predatory trout in the lake.

“Getout fishing!” was the
main message to the public
at meetings held at Lardeau
Valley Community Hall in
Meadow Creek on February
22 and in Balfour February 21.

The meetings were held
to provide an update on the
Kootenay Lake kokanee
collapse and efforts to address
it. The population collapsed in
the early 2010s after rainbow
and bull trout suddenly began
eating most of the kokanee in
the lake.

Measures to reduce
predators include proposals
to further loosen fishing
regulations for rainbow and
bull trout, and continued
prize draws for anglers who
catch and remove them. The
ministry is also partnering
with local Indigenous nations
to remove trout with nets and
fencing, and is continuing to
stock spawning channels with
kokanee fry.

Ministry officials said
they are making headway
but more needs to be done to
capitalize on the progress.

Will Warnock, aquatic
specialist for the ministry, said
the Kootenay Lake Anglers
Incentive Program (KLAIP) is
“probably our most effective
predator reduction action to
date.” KLAIP offers draw
prizes to anglers who drop off
their rainbow and bull trout
heads from Kootenay Lake
at one of four local locations
(Woodbury Resort, Balfour
Gill and Gift, Crawford Bay
Market, Wynndel Foods and
Outdoor Gear). Grand prizes
in 2022 included a brand-new
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Ford F150 and a Polaris side-
by-side.

To further incentivize
angling on Kootenay Lake,
the ministry has proposed
increasing allowable rainbow
trout catches from five to 10
per day and increasing the
annual limit from 10 to 20.
This would create some of the
most generous rainbow trout
allowances in the province.

Since 2015, any kokanee
caught on the lake must be
released, a regulation that will
continue.

Other programs include
using nets and fencing to
remove the rainbow and bull
trout. The Ktunaxa Nation
and Syilx Okanagan Nation
Alliance are involved in this,
netting the trout in the north
end of Kootenay Lake to stop
them getting into spawning
streams.

“We see this as more
short-term surgical action,”
Matt Neufeld, the ministry’s
fish and aquatic habitat section
head, of KLAIP and other
predator reduction measures.
“If it doesn’t work in the short-
term, we need to re-think the
plan.”

Since kokanee numbers in
the lake plummeted, the size
of the prized Gerrard rainbow
trout has also declined as they
switch to other food sources.
For the Gerrards to regain
their former size, they need to
have enough kokanee to eat,
but the number of kokanee in
the lake must first exceed the
appetite of both the rainbow
and bull trout.

Neufeld reckons it will
be a five- to 10-year process
for the kokanee to reach this
point.

Still stuck in the

predator pit

Stocking of kokanee
spawning channels will
continue, but Warnock says
without reducing the number
of predators first, the young
fish easily get gobbled up by
trout. They also only stock the
lake using local kokanee eggs

to protect genetic purity, so the
supply is limited.

Without interventions,
he says the kokanee will
stay stuck in this “predator
pit,” unable to overcome the
constant predation.

“If you’re below that
threshold, the predators will
keep collapsing the prey back
down into the predator pit,”
said Warnock.

He says the kokanee are
beginning to climb out of
this pit but still not quite
reaching the point where
they can achieve “breakout
recovery” and return naturally
to a healthy population.

“We need to maintain
those actions and to be more
aggressive in the future,” he
said.

A similar situation
occurred in Lake Pend Oreille
in Idaho, with a quick recovery
resulting from the use of large
commercial gillnets to remove
predatory lake trout and allow
kokanee recovery.

Faced with questions
about why this was not
possible here, Neufeld
responded that they are going
to try similar nets as a pilot
project, but with the large size
of the kokanee in Kootenay
Lake, it is difficult to get a
net that catches trout but not
kokanee.

The other problem is that
those lake trout were non-
native and could be totally
removed, while the Gerrard
rainbows in Kootenay Lake
are themselves a focus of
conservation efforts, and there
is a conservation threshold
for Gerrards that the ministry
does not want to go below.

Several attendees at the
Lardeau meeting expressed
concerns about plans to reduce
the number of Gerrards.

Grant Trower spent
the past 30 years trying to
protect them, helping form the
Friends of Lardeau River back
in 1989 after the Gerrards
went through several periods
of decline.

Rent subsidy available for lower income renters

submitted

In this crazy housing
market, the Slocan Valley
Housing Society wants to
remind low-income private
sector renters that there are
two weeks left to apply for the
one-time top-up of $500 to the
Canada Housing benefit.

This one-time, tax-free
top-up from Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) is intended to
help low-income tenants pay
their rent. Eligibility criteria
are set at an adjusted net
income of $35,000 or less for
a family, and $20,000 or less
for an individual, residents
of Canada in 2022 and not
necessarily receiving other

housing benefits.

The application may
be made through CRA My
Account, an online form or
by phone at 1-800-282-8079.

Spread the word!
Applications are open until
Friday, March 31, 2023.

The Slocan Valley
Housing Society is working
hard to develop more
affordable rental housing
in the valley. Stay tuned in
the year ahead, or sign up to
be kept informed at www.
svhousing.ca.

CORRECTION

In the article, ‘Search
for geothermal sources in
Kootenay Lake area continues’
in our February 23 issue, we
incorrectly stated that Dan
Gatto was vice-president of
the South Kootenay Lake
Community Services Society
(SKLCSS). Gatto is a key
volunteer on the project along

with fellow geologist, Gordon
MacMahon, and works closely
with the SKLCSS, but is not
on the board.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

“I want to make sure we
keep that in perspective,”
Trower said. “These fish
aren’t anywhere else on the
planet.”

The collapse

The kokanee population
began collapsing between
2011 and 2012 after the
number of rainbow and bull
trout soared.

According to a 2021
study led by Warnock and
published in the Canadian
Journal of Fisheries and
Aquatic Sciences, rainbow
and bull trout historically
ate 29.3% of Kootenay Lake
kokanee each year. In 2011,
they suddenly ate up 78.7%
of all the kokanee biomass in
the lake.

The ministry’s current
direction is based on the
recommendations of this
study, which describes
many of the possible causes
of the collapse, ultimately
concluding “a destabilizing
force is necessary to recover
to the former equilibrium.”

Because kokanee don’t
return to spawn for three
years, fisheries biologists
didn’t realize what was
happening until 2015, when
all of a sudden there were
very few kokanee returning
to spawning channels where
most fish counting is done.

But by 2015, it was too
late; the kokanee population
had collapsed.

At first, it was mostly the
Gerrard rainbow trout feasting
on the kokanee, but bull trout
are now eating equal amounts
as the kokanee are harder to
find and the bulls are better
hunters.

The removal of a keystone
species like the kokanee is
having cascading effects. The
predators are getting smaller
and leaner after switching
food sources. “They’re a lot
smaller now,” Warnock said.
“They’re basically making do
with less.”

The reasons for the initial
surge in the rainbow and bull
trout population is still not
totally understood, but the
Warnock study suggests that
climate change is causing
trout spawning to be more
successful and nutrient
fertilization of the lake is
causing trout survival to
improve.

The fertilization program
includes the release of mysis
shrimp and began after dam
building reduced nutrient
flow into the lake. It is done to
actually help species like the
kokanee, but the trout are also
feeding on the mysis shrimp,
allowing them to sustain their
numbers even after they’ve
eaten all the kokanee.

“So, rather than starving
to death, they can switch
to different food items,”
Warnock said.

This has meant continued
pressure on the kokanee and
their continued inability to get

out of the predator pit.

As the ministry attacks
this problem from all angles,
they are using engagement
sessions like the one in
Lardeau and another in
Balfour on February 21 to
get the message out, and tell
Kootenay Lake residents the
best thing they can do to help
is go fishing.

“We don’t need a long
time, a long reprieve, for
kokanee for them to jump up
above that critical point where
all of a sudden the predators
are eating as much kokanee
as they need to or want to,”
Neufeld said.

It pays to advertise
in the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free

1-833-501-1700 for details
or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Seed starting kits, solil, flats,
inserts, domes, seeds
Start your own microgreens!

Pickled salt & traction aids, lava
grip, high performance ice melter

Drywall, mud, wheelbarrows,
shovels, garden wagons

New games &
educational activities for

kids & adults, puzzles

Alfalfa Bales $23%

Think SPRING, time to prune &
spray your fruit & shade trees.

Mens & Ladies’ -
winter jackets |C10thmg & SOCkS|
Pet Food and Farm Mens &-Ladies
Animal Feed flannel shirts, vests
W & hoodies
Straw Bales l Fir clean burn wood
pellets by the pallet

$444.50 for 50 bags
40 1bs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 1bs

Come see us for all your pruning
tools & sprays.

PNW seeds are here!!!

20% off select bird food (in-store only)
Bird feeders

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Small-scale meat producers still face significant challenges in BC, group says

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Eighteen months after the
Province introduced significant
reforms to meat production
regulations, a farmer’s lobby group
says much still needs to be done to
strengthen the industry.

“We are happy — they did make
some excellent changes,” says Julia
Smith, the president of the Small-
Scale Meat Producers Association
of BC. “There’s a couple of
issues. One, it doesn’t allow you
to slaughter enough to become a
viable business. So you tend to have
very, very small producers, or very,
very big producers, and really not
much in between.”

That’s why Smith is meeting
with Kootenay-area meat producers,
processors and farm advisors
on March 16 for an interactive
discussion about concerns and
opportunities in the small-farm

meat industry in British Columbia.
They’re looking for ways to fill
that gap in the scale of local meat-
producing farms.

“It’s a bit of a chicken-and-egg
situation,” she says of the current
state of the industry. “How do we
grow these businesses, invest in
the infrastructure required, when
we are constrained by the amount
we are allowed to produce or kill?”

Smith says the solution isn’t
just that the government needs to
do something, but rather there are
systemic issues farmers can solve
together.

“That’s our niche. We’re looking
at taking these small operations
and scaling them up to be viable
businesses without necessarily
needing to have, say, hundreds of
thousands of chickens.”

The Small-Scale Meat
Producers Association of BC
(SSMPA) started out as a Facebook

group with just 75 members about
five years ago, and quickly swelled
over the last few years into a
province-wide organization for
small meat producers.

In October 2021, the Province
revamped the rules overseeing farm
gate sales of meat. New regulations
were designed to allow small
farms to produce more meat they
could slaughter themselves, and
streamlined processing regulations
for larger farm operations.

At the time, there was a lot of
optimism. Smith herself was quoted
saying it would help farmers “break
out of the hobby-farm prison.”
Pushing the bottleneck

While the changes have been
positive, there are still many
producers trapped behind the
bars of regulatory and systemic
problems. Smith says there are still
labour pool and wage issues in the
processing industry, a lack of access
to regional slaughtering services,
and concerns about insurance and
general profitability.

“The rule changes only handled
the slaughter,” she told the Valley
Voice. “So you still need to get
those animals cut up. It pushes the
bottleneck down a bit, then we have
to address cut-and-wrap capacity.
There are not enough butchers.”

As aresult, Smith says animals
are raised here in the Kootenays,
sent to a cattle yard in Alberta,
slaughtered and butchered, then
sold back to consumers in BC.

Smith says there’s opportunity

for a better way.

“That’s the industrial model
as it exists. Between that and a
hobby farm, there’s a business
opportunity, as witnessed by the
ever-increasing demand for this
kind of production,” she says.

“People want to know their
farmer. They want to know where
their meat came from, that it was
raised outside in a regenerative
way that is contributing to climate
change solutions and higher animal
welfare.

“There’s a huge demand for
these products but it’s very difficult
for people to earn a living in that
space right now.”

Aprovincial survey by her group
found that 93% of respondents from
the Kootenays said they worked
off-farm to supplement their family
income. Only one in nine farmers
self-identified as full-time, though
41% said they wanted to be.

Smith says real progress to
change those stats will come from
small-scale producers working
together cooperatively to build the
capacity of the industry from the
grassroots up. And that’s another
reason for meeting in Creston on
the 16th.

“We want to find out— what are
the unique challenges there, what
are the opportunities there? What is
the market like, the producer like?”
she says.

Not reinventing the
wheel

Another SSMPA initiative is to

New Denver council, February 28:
Local Conservation Fund presentation

by Margaret Scaia, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village of New Denver
was invited to join the Local
Conservation Fund (LCF) service
of the RDCK. Juliet Craig of the
Kootenay Conservation Program
attended via Zoom to provide an
overview of the fund, and to extend
the invitation.

Craig said a poll in the Slocan
Valley showed majority support for
joining the service.

She explained that the LCF
provides funding to support local
conservation projects, such as
wetland restoration, fish and
wildlife habitat improvement, and
water monitoring. Project proposals
are reviewed by an independent,
volunteer panel of technical experts
before being finally approved by
the RDCK board of directors.

Landowners in the participating
municipalities and electoral areas
pay a $15 parcel tax annually to
fund the service. So far, there are
no participating municipalities and
four participating electoral areas:
Area H (Slocan Valley), Area D
(North Kootenay Lake), Area A
(East Shore Kootenay Lake) and
Area E (West Arm Kootenay Lake).

Craig explained that
municipalities can join the service
through a municipal council
resolution, referendum, or alternate
approval process.

Council agreed that the
alternative approval process
(AAP) would be the preferred
way of asking voters for their
approval to join the service. In
the AAP, the proposal would be
advertised and residents would
have the opportunity to register
their objection. If 10% of voters
objected, the proposal would fail.

Before making a decision,
council wanted more information
on administration costs — how much
of the Village’s contribution would
be admin fees and if some portion
of those fees could be mitigated.
Code of Conduct Policy
and Procedures Bylaw

Council reviewed both the
Code of Conduct Policy and the
Procedures Bylaw for a second
time. Both documents generated
a lot of discussion and will be
reviewed for a third time at the
March 28 meeting.

Electronic participation, both by
councillors and the public, was one
of the biggest topics of discussion
when reviewing the Procedures
Bylaw. Currently, the bylaw allows
councillors two consecutive in-
person absences and one medical
absence, unless council provides
permission otherwise. Councillor
Danika Hammond said she prefers
to keep it this way. Mayor Casley
and Councillors John Fyke and
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form a network of processors called
a ‘butcher hub.” It would address
area-specific needs, to reduce local
bottlenecks that are stifling growth.
In the Peace River country, there’s
already a pilot project for a mobile
slaughter unit. In this area, they’re
looking at adding a cut-and-wrap
butchering facility in Kootenay-
Boundary.

“We want to form a network
to bring all these regional facilities
together so nobody has to reinvent
the wheel, nobody has to do another
feasibility study — there’s been a
lot of studies,” she says. “We can
get standard operating procedures;
we can share recipes; we can
do group buying; we can bring
people together for networking
opportunities and knowledge
transfer — just to remove some
of the barriers we’re currently
facing when addressing meat
processing capacity in some of
these communities.”

Insurance has become another
growing issue for farm meat
producers. Smith says they’re
developing a plan to have acommon
insurance program, and are seeking
input from local farmers in an
online survey that concludes on
March 10.

The meeting in Creston will be
held at Jimmy’s Pub on March 16.
To register to attend the meeting,
visit https://kbfa.ca/contact/. For
more info on the SSMPA and
the insurance survey, visit www.
smallscalemeat.ca

Colin Moss supported the removal
of all restrictions on electronic
participation, as is the practice at
the RDCK. A decision was made
to remove all restrictions in the
next draft.

As for public participation
electronically, a ’Livestreaming
of Council Meetings Policy’ was
presented to council. The policy
states that open meetings held in
person or electronically may be
livestreamed ““in an effort to promote
transparency, public participation
and access to municipal decision
making.” This policy and the larger
issue of electronic participation by
the public will be discussed further
at the March Committee of the
Whole meeting.

CLARIFICATION

The article ‘RDCK board finds
it hard to say no to hires, despite
budget pressures’ in our February
23 issue stated that the RDCK
was paying a new I'T administrator
$140,000 annually. In fact, the
position pays $95,000 in salary, with
a total cost of $140,000 annually
when benefits and overhead costs
are factored in. The article also
stated a new Human Resources
Advisor salary was $124,000
annually. It is in fact $86,000, with
a total cost of $124,000 annually
when benefits and overhead costs
are factored in.
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by Jan McMurray

A huge crowd turned out
to this year’s Winter in the
Forest Festival at the Kaslo
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Winter in the Forest Festival a fun way to spend Family Day

airport lands on February 20.

“We had more soup and
chili than ever this year, with
over 20 people providing

homemade soups, chili and
baked beans and a very busy
team serving it all up. There
were also hot dogs and hot

chocolate and cider, bannock
on a stick and maple taffy
on the snow. I believe we
fed as many as 600 people —

The Human Dogsled Race was a hit, Erika said, with more teams than ever competing for the $250 prize.

Classes at New Denver
community gym still on hold

by Jan McMurray

New Denver’s community
gym has been cleared of fitness
equipment, but people wanting
to organize and attend classes
there are still waiting for the
green light from Recreation
Commission 6.

“Use of the gym for classes
and groups hasn’t been done
properly in the past,” Joe
Chirico, the RDCK’s manager
of community services, told the
commission at its first meeting
of the year, on March 1. He said
staff was working on developing
policies for this, but direction
from the commission was key.
“How much time do we want
to protect for people who show
up and want to do whatever
they want vs. exclusive use of
the space? For example, we
could say noon to six is for
unprogrammed time and 6-8
pm is for programmed time,”
he said, reminding members that
when the fitness equipment was
moved into the gym last spring,
the biggest complaint was that
the gym was not available for
free use.

Commission members
decided to refer this issue
and several others to the gym
committee. The committee will
come up with recommendations,
which will be brought back to the
full commission for a vote.

But the commission has
only four regular meetings a
year. The last one was November
25, when the decision was made
to remove the fitness equipment
out of the gym by December 16.
The next commission meeting is
May 31, so people may have to
wait until then to find out about
policies for holding classes and
group activities in the space.

During public question

time at the end of the meeting,
Silverton resident Judith Maltz
asked if classes would indeed
have to wait until May 31,
the next scheduled meeting
of the commission. Chirico
answered that the chair can call
a meeting anytime, so he could
call ameeting soon after the gym
committee meets if he felt that
would be beneficial.

In other business at
the meeting, Commissioner
Casey Law was voted in as
chair by acclamation. The gym
committee members were also
selected: John Fyke, Tamara
Barkowsky, Erika McKeil and
the Silverton commissioner (yet
to be appointed).

The draft 2023 budget was
presented by Chirico, showing
a substantial increase over last
year. The main reason for the
increase is the addition of an
on-the-ground staff person
to manage the New Denver
gym/fitness centre, at a cost of
about $9,000 ($7,500 salary
plus benefits). This part-time
employee was requested by the
commission at its last meeting,
on November 25.

Other extra costs this year
include $1,500 for maintenance of
the fitness equipment, and $5,000
for an RDCK programming
team. Chirico explained that the
programming team would now
be available to help guide the
New Denver facility, since the
Community Services department
at the RDCK had reorganized to
be more regionally focused.

To meet the extra expenses
in 2023, the tax requisition (total
amount of tax collected) for New
Denver, Silverton and Area H
North residents will be going
up from $32,900 last year to
$47 834 this year.

what felt like a 50% increase
in attendance compared to
other years. People are really
keen to get together again
after three years of COVID
caution!” said Erika Bird,
one of the main organizers of
the event.

The Human Dogsled
Race was a hit, Erika said,
with more teams than ever
competing for the $250 prize.
Eric’s Meat Market won, and
donated their winnings to
Kaslo’s Trust for Kids.

Alex Avelino created a
sculpture in the snow, and
Vanessa Lozecznik at the BC
Responsible Gaming booth
showed kids how to make
snow penguins and paint them.
There was local entertainment,
ball hockey, tobogganing,
cross-country skiing, and rides
on Kaslo Search & Rescue’s
outback rescue equipment.

The grand finale was the

burning of the phoenix, built
out of cedar by the Koots Artist
Collective and assembled on-
site. Rising from the ashes
was a steel sculpture of an
egg by the Argenta group of
artists — Spring Shine, Yvonne
Boyd and Chris Petersen. The
sculpture was raffled off, and
won by Kaslo resident Patrick
Steiner.

Local participating
organizations were the Kaslo
Housing Society, Kaslo &
District Community Forest
Society (KDCFS), Kaslo
Search and Rescue, Kaslo
Outdoor Recreation and
Trails Society, Kaslo Fire
Department, Kaslo Climate
Action Team and the Kootenay
Native Plant Society. The
event was funded by KDCFS,
Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism, Regional District
of Central Kootenay and
Columbia Basin Trust.
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Free emergency kits available to Slocan Valley seniors

by Jan McMurray

Seniors in the Slocan Valley can
get a free emergency kit right now
through the WE Graham Community
Service Society in Slocan.

The kit is a giveaway as part of the
society’s Emergency Preparedness
and Response program. When seniors
sign up for the program, coordinator
Ana Bokstrom will deliver the
kit to their home and make sure
they know about other services for
seniors in the community. With their
permission, Bokstrom will also map

their location for a database she is
building of seniors who would be
vulnerable in an emergency. Again
with their permission, she will share
this information with local first
responders, as well as a volunteer.

“This will make it easy for first
responders to know who in their
district might need assistance in an
emergency, like an evacuation, for
example,” she said, “and they might
do some wellness checks, too.”

The free kit is full of things that
would be handy in a power outage —

candles and matches, a one-burner
compact camp stove with two cans
of fuel, a flashlight, batteries, hand
warmers, and a 14-litre water carrier.
Kits are available until the end of
June.

“Our valley is remote and that’s
hard on people who are aging here,”
said Bokstrom. “T’ve seen the degree
of need here and how the lack of
services is really affecting some
people. Our programs at WEGCSS

and Nav-CARE are making a
difference.”

The Better at Home program
provides seniors aged 65+ with light
housekeeping and yard work services.
The services are offered on a sliding
scale, depending on income. Better
at Home is delivered by WEGCSS
and funded through the United Way.

Meals on Wheels is part of Better
at Home, also offered to people 65
or over, and on a sliding scale. The
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program starts in April, and will
provide a dinner twice a month,
delivered by a volunteer.

Nav-CARE provides volunteers
who will pick up groceries and
prescriptions, make social visits and
connect seniors with services.

For more information, contact Ana
at 250-551-6190 or anabokstrom@
wegcss.org. You can also call Miryam
at 250-777-8339 or email seniors@
Wegcss.org.

Winter’s End Locavore’s Feast at the Vallican Whole

submitted

Time to dig up those carrots you
forgot about under the snow, dust off
the last of the squash you tucked in
a cool corner last fall, clean out the
freezer in anticipation of spring... It’s
time to cook up something grand and
delicious for the Vallican Whole’s
Locavore’s Feast!

As winter meanders indecisively
toward its end, and the starts on
your windowsill sprout in the
sunshine, the Vallican Whole warmly
welcomes you to join once again
for the Locavore’s Feast, a semi-
annual celebration of local food and
community. On Saturday, March 11,
there will be a community meal, a
silent auction, and live local music
by two fantastic Valley bands:

Dani-Rae and the Let Down (queer
country), and Revolution (a Beatles
tribute band). Doors open at 5:30,
dinner starts at 6, and music will get
underway by about 6:30.

Admission is a local-as-you-can
potluck dish for sharing, and an
optional donation to RARTS — the
non-profit society that runs and
manages the Vallican Whole. There
will be alcohol for sale (bring cash),
and plenty of friends to catch up with
after the cold and quiet season. If you
would like to be even more involved,
reach out and sign up for a volunteer
shift — help is always needed at the
door, with kitchen care and clean-up,
and plenty more. RARTS will also
gratefully accept donations to the
silent auction.

The Locavore’s Feast is one
of the most enduring events that
RARTS hosts at the Vallican Whole,
and the society is delighted to
bring you another installment this
season. RARTS would also like
to invite the community to join
them in making more great things
happen at the Vallican Whole over
the next year. This spring, RARTS
will be launching an invitation to
community members to apply to
co-produce events at the Whole
over the next year — live music, art
shows, performances, workshops,
conferences, and lots more.

More information will be up soon
at vallicanwhole.com, and you can
also sign up for the newsletter in order
to get seasonal updates from RARTS.

New Denver's Seedy Saturday event on March 4 at Knox Hall featured a mushroom growing demonstration with Robin Mercy of Kaslo. Hosted
by the Healthy Community Society of the North Slocan Valley, the event also included a presentation on seed saving, threshing and winnowing
by Julie Fletcher of Winnow Seeds in Krestova and an ‘Ask Mick’ session with Mick Wilson, New Denver farmer and Healthy Community Society
co-chair. There were six seed vendors, including Lucerne School students, who were selling seeds they saved from the school garden. Lucerne
students also did the artwork for Suzanne Miller’s seed packages and received 50% of the proceeds from Miller's sales. Miller is a long-time seed
saver from Bonnington. Over 100 people attended the event.
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The 2023 exhibition season at
the Kootenay Gallery of Art kicks
off in March with Kaslo artist Sarah
Lawless and Dr. Shawn Brigman,
an enrolled member of the Spokane
Tribe of Indians and descendant of
northern Plateau bands. Opening
night for the exhibit is on March 10
from 5 to 7 pm, and all events are by
donation (free for members).

Sarah Lawless, a ceramic artist
based in Kaslo and graduate of the
Kootenay School of the Arts, will
present a body of work entitled
Smoked. As counterpoint to the
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Kootenay Gallery of Art announces two new exhibits to kick off its 2023 Season

prevalent unease experienced by
many in modern society when
thinking about smoke resulting
from climate change-induced forest
fires and its effect on human health,
the artist explores ways in which
smoke has positive connotations,
both traditionally and historically.
Examples include using smoke for
spiritual and ritualistic cleansing
purposes, in incense burners, or
as herbs and chemicals which are
smoked to support relaxation and
recreation — some of the ways in
which smoke has been deliberately
incorporated into many cultural

Dr. Brigman will present ?ax¥mn — Brush the Water: The Renaissance of Plateau Canoe
Culture on the Upper Columbia River (2012-2023).

‘Get Your Just Desserts’ volunteer
recognition event is back

submitted

We see it every day — volunteers
leading community activities,
solving community problems, lifting
community spirits and improving the
overall quality of life where we live.
These people work hard, and deserve
to be recognized for the work they do
weaving our communities together.

After a three-year hiatus, the
Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society (SVCLS) is thrilled to
once again be honouring valley
volunteers at a free celebration
during National Volunteer Week
in Canada, April 16-23, 2023. The
event is happening at the Vallican
Whole Community Centre on
Sunday, April 23 from 3 to 5 pm.
This will be an afternoon of tasty
treats, great door prizes, socializing
with neighbours, and celebrating of
the power of volunteers.

“This is our fifth annual ‘Get
Your Just Desserts,’ says Val Mayes,
event coordinator and SVCLS board
chair. “We were so disappointed that
we couldn’t hold the event for the last
three years, but now we are back and
ready to host a great party!”

Mayes explains that each non-

profit organization in the valley is
invited to select up to five deserving
people to send to the event, and
valley residents are also encouraged
to suggest people who volunteer
informally rather than part of an
organization.

“We wish we had room for all
the volunteers in the valley, but there
isn’t a hall with that much space!”
she said. “With over 90 non-profit
groups, from firefighters to parent
advisory committees, from arts
councils and historical societies to
trail-maintaining groups, from early
childhood supporters to seniors
housing (and much more), there
are so many dedicated citizens
giving their time and energy that the
numbers are really impressive.”

The event is free to participants
thanks to funding support from CBT
and the RDCK (Area H). Registering
early is strongly encouraged as space
is limited. Send the name of the
organization and the five names of
the guests to svcls.event@gmail .com.
The best part — the guests won’t have
to do any work! More information
can be found on the website at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com.

practices.

“In these ways, smoke is one
of the ties that bind all cultures of
the world together, a signal of our
common humanity,” says the artist.
Her earthenware ceramic vessels
explore this complex relationship
and the cultural associations with
smoke.

Dr. Brigman will present
?axmn ° — Brush the Water: The
Renaissance of Plateau Canoe
Culture on the Upper Columbia
River (2012-2023). Through his
art, Dr. Brigman aims to explore
and transform the way Indigenous
and settler people read Plateau
architectural space by celebrating the
physical revival of ancestral Plateau
art and architectural heritage. The
centrepiece of the exhibit is a bark
sturgeon-nose canoe, which is a
unique combination of a traditional
form and sculptural interpretation.
Accompanying the exhibit will be
a monograph, as well as original

photography by the artist.

The show opens on Friday,
March 10 and continues until April
14. Gallery hours are from 10 am

to 5 pm, Tuesday through Saturday.
For more information, contact the
gallery at 250-365-3337 or email
kootenaygallery @telus.net.
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Silverton to host La Cafamore string quartet

submitted
La Cafamore returns to the

Kootenays and performs pieces by
‘super siblings” Fanny and Felix

Carolyn Cameron, violin

Mendelssohn at the Slocan Lake Arts
Centre in Silverton on Friday, March
24.

“Both Fanny and Felix were
heavily inspired by Beethoven, Bach,
Mozart and each other,” says Carolyn
Cameron, violinist and one of La
Cafamore’s founding members. “Their
music is of the romantic era but still
adheres to classical format without
being too experimental. Because their
musical styles did not take great leaps
from the accepted standards of the
time, they are not considered among
the world’s greatest composers — but
they missed it only by a hair!”

La Cafamore has been performing
in the Kootenays for 15 years. As a
founding member, Cameron has seen
the group evolve into many different
configurations — string quartet, piano
trio, piano quintet, clarinet quintet
and even a collaboration with one of
Canada’s acclaimed modern dancers.
“Our members are busy artists, with
other jobs and so a lot of times, the
repertoire is decided based on who is
available to play,” says Cameron.

This time, the group will consist
of Carolyn Cameron on violin, and
regulars Kaito Takeda on viola and
Maria Wang on cello. They will be
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joined by Nelson violinist Natasha Hall
for the first time. “I can’t tell you how
excited I am to have Natasha playing
with us!” says Cameron. “She comes
with a wealth of experience and skill.”

The group will be playing in the
communities of Revelstoke, Silverton,
Fernie, Castlegar and Trail. “Silverton
has become one of our favourite places
to play,” says Cameron, “and we
can’t wait to bring this program to the
community.”

Admission is $20 with children
under 12 free. Tickets may be
purchased in advanced by e-transfer to
lacafamore @gmail .com or at the door.

Backcountry avalanche danger highest in decades, officials warn

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

As the toll in deaths and injury
from avalanches continues to rise in
the province, officials have given a
grim warning for people to stay safe
in the backcountry.

“Being caught in an avalanche
is a life-threatening situation that
has already claimed 12 lives in the
Interior Health region this season,”
said Dr. Fatemeh Sabet, a medical
health officer with Interior Health.
“Avalanche Canada continues to
forecast a dangerous snowpack.”

Sabet noted there have been more
than double the number of avalanche
fatalities this season compared to
2021-22.

“We urge everyone thinking of
venturing into the backcountry to
check www.avalanche.ca and make
conservative choices, avoid dangerous
terrain, and consider delaying a
backcountry trip until conditions are
safer,” he added.

The warning came after the most

recent deaths of three German tourists
heli-skiing near Invermere on March
1. Seven other people were caught up
in the slide, several injured seriously,
in what was the sixth deadly slide of
this winter.

The avalanche forecasters say this
year’s avalanche season is “plagued
by a deeply buried weak layer across
much of western Canada, making it
one of the most difficult snowpacks to
safely manage in decades.”

“The layer of concern formed
in November and is buried near the
base of the snowpack, which means it
varies from over one metre deep in the
Rockies to over three metres deep in
the Columbia and Coast Mountains,”
they note. “This weak layer has caused
many high-consequence avalanches
since its formation and has already
claimed numerous lives.”

Avalanche Canada expects these
conditions to last for the remainder of
the winter season in many areas and
potentially into the summer season.
They advise using extreme caution if
venturing into the backcountry.
Danger ‘considerable’

At press time Monday, avalanche
conditions in the northern part of the
West Kootenay — the Valley Voice

readership area — were estimated to
be ‘considerable,” with dangerous
conditions generally.

“Don’t let good visibility lure you
into dangerous terrain,” the avalanche
agency’s website urged. “Avoid wind-
loaded features at upper elevations and
steer well clear of overhead cornices
and sun-affected slopes during periods
of strong solar radiation.

“The best and safest riding will
be found in sheltered and shaded
locations.”

Conditions were expected to
remain moderately dangerous in
the mid to upper elevations through
the week, while below the treeline,
conditions were listed as ‘low.’

In the southern part of the
Kootenay, conditions were listed as
‘moderate,’ a grade below the northern
section.

Avalanche Canada urges
backcountry users to exercise
caution and make conservative,
low-consequence choices if they
decide to travel in avalanche terrain.
Backcountry users should always
check the avalanche forecast at www.
avalanche.ca and carry a transceiver,
probe and shovel, and be trained to
use them.
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From the
Hill: Electoral
boundary

changes
by Richard Cannings, MP, South
Okanagan-West Kootenay

Every ten years, Elections
Canada is obliged by law to
redistribute the boundaries of
federal electoral districts (ridings)
to address changes in local
populations across the country. A
boundary commission is struck in
each province. These commissions
are nonpartisan, an important
distinction from the process
followed in the United States,
where electoral boundaries are set
by local politicians.

The Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission for BC
recently tabled the next-to-final
draft of its proposed changes to
the electoral map. Surprisingly,
this draft was radically different

from the first, significantly affecting
the boundaries of our riding.
Unfortunately, there is no real
opportunity for direct public input
at this stage. I’d like to outline how
we got to this point, present some of
the details of the proposed changes,
and provide an opportunity for
feedback of any local concerns.

The commissions consider a
number of factors in their decisions,
the most obvious of which is to
ensure the population of each riding
comes as close as possible to the
provincial average — in BC’s case,
this is 116,600 people per riding.
But, just as importantly, they must
also take into account social and
economic relationships between
communities, geographical
barriers, and the history of past
electoral boundaries.

Because of recent population
growth, the BC commission
had to add one new riding to
the province, and it decided to
centre that new riding on Vernon.
That addition caused a ripple

effect of necessary changes to the
ridings in the central Okanagan,
Shuswap and surrounding areas.
One of the suggestions in the
2022 draft involved changing the
riding of South Okanagan-West
Kootenay by splitting Penticton
in two, with the west half going to
a riding including West Kelowna
and the east half remaining with
the south Okanagan. There was
significant public concern about
that proposal and numerous groups
and individuals made presentations
to that effect in the extensive public
input process that took place in
2022.

Since the eastern part of
South Okanagan-West Kootenay
remained untouched, there were
essentially no comments or other
input from the West Kootenay in
response to this first draft.

The boundary commission’s
second report showed that it had
listened to the residents of Penticton
and kept that community whole,
but that news was overshadowed

by drastic changes elsewhere in
the riding. The entire Similkameen
Valley was added on the west, the
Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valley
were moved into the new Vernon
riding, and two parts of the West
Kootenay were removed and added
to the East Kootenay riding. As
well, the ski resort of Big White
was moved into the Kelowna
riding.

So how do these changes meet
the mandate of the commission?
Well, they hit the population target
of 116,000 bang on — well within
the 25% margin allowed. The
addition of the Similkameen to
the south Okanagan riding makes
sense from a social, economic, and
historical context. Big White is
obviously closely tied to Kelowna
(and conversely, the addition of the
Similkameen finally moves Apex
into the same riding as Penticton).

But I’m hearing a lot of concern
about some of the changes in the West
Kootenay. For instance, Montrose
and Fruitvale are essentially part

of Trail, but the proposal separates
them from that community and
moves them into the East Kootenay.
Castlegar neighbourhoods just
outside the official city limits are
cut off from their community in a
similar manner.

The commission’s task is a
difficult one, but I'm hoping they
can address these concerns in their
final decision expected next spring.
The only official avenue for input
now is my ability as an MP to
present concerns to the House of
Commons Committee on Procedure
and House Affairs, which can pass
them on with recommendations
to the commission. I have begun
conversations with elected officials
throughout the riding on this issue
but would like to hear from anyone
with comments or concerns about
these boundary changes. More
information and the commission’s
full report can be found at https:/
redecoupage-redistribution-2022.
ca. Please email me at richard.
cannings@parl.gc.ca

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp

250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm

Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.

Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca

403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo VOG 1M0

kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver VOG 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self-isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

ANIAN’s big online sale may have ended, but our sale continues with all
ANIAN shirts, sweaters & coats still 20-30% offl Every gorgeous garment

is designed and made of recycled materials right here in BC « What's new?
We've added more great books and have discounted many of our older
books. We are also expecting ten or so lovely Klippan blankets to arrive any
day now * As always we've got awesome eco-fashion, beautiful jewelry, great
gifts, quality cards and much more. Thanks for shopping locally — we hope

to see you soon! « Winter Hours: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am -4 pm (or
later) « 250-358-2178 « RavensNestBC.com * Facebook & Instagram ¢

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan - Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open — Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open — Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Village of Kaslo proposes 6% tax hike in 2023 to run local government

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Since 1986
New Spring stock is now arriving -
cards, books, puzzles and more.
Come visit us Tuesday through
Saturday and see what's in-store!

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

MEAT
MARKET
& DELI

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting
\0 Weekly Instore Specials

A judicious use of rainy-day
funds by council will see taxes from
the Village of Kaslo set at about 6%
this year.

“Higher costs and inflation are
putting pressure on everything, and
our ability to deliver services,” said
Village Chief Administrative Officer
Ian Dunlop. “But we can draw upon
prior years’ surplus funds to help
offset this year’s expenses.”

Village staff presented the draft
2023 budget to council at a special
meeting on February 22, telling the
Village’s leadership that number
could have been a lot higher.

“I was trying to keep the target
tax rate at 6%. That will mean we
have to draw $71,000 from the
surplus to raise enough operating
revenue to have that,” he noted.
“If we didn’t have that option, then
we would be looking at about a
17.4% tax increase because of all the
pressures with wage increases and
other costs associated.”

According to the draft budget,
the Village in total is asking for about
an extra $49,500 from taxpayers
to finance operations this year on a
budget of about $5.75 million.

The Village won’t be asking for
an increase in the water parcel tax —
the amount property owners pay for

water service per foot of frontage.
That will stay at $66 for the typical
50’ village lot. The sewer parcel tax
will also remain the same, also about
$66 per average property. The Village
is trying to build up reserves in both
services in order to pay for much-
needed repairs and replacements that
are coming due.

Projects budgeted

The budget outlines several
capital projects scheduled to start
in 2023. Among the largest are the
Kaslo River Dike remediation project
($425,000), FireSmarting ($304,000)
and arena upgrades ($147,000). Many
of those projects are covered by grants
from other levels of government.

The largest project is work
planned on the historic Kemball
building, which is turning out to be
more expensive than expected.

“Thave to consult on the priorities
council has for that project,” said
Dunlop, who pulled the item from
the budget to do more planning work.
“In consultation with the construction
company... we have $1.7 million
worth of stuff that needs to get done,
but only $1.2 million in funding.

“So we need to prioritize what
gets done,” he said. “We’ll have
to come back and look at it more
closely and have council consultation
talks...”

Smaller projects planned for 2023
include replacing more streetlights
with LEDs, upgrades to the City Hall
and public works buildings, finishing
the A Avenue watermain paving, and
Front Street Park project.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

Council also approved spending
up to $15,000 for an Active
Transportation study, which could
qualify the Village for big dollars for
infrastructure improvements around
town.

If they can get grant funding
confirmed, the Village will also begin
water treatment plant upgrades and
buy a new electric truck for public
works, he said. Work on the new
library might also begin, should
federal funding for the project be
approved.

Tax bills in May

While the average house
assessment is up about 21% in Kaslo,
the tax rate per $1,000 of assessed
value actually dropped about 11.9%,
Dunlop noted. Over the last four
years, the Village tax rate has dropped
about 41%, mostly because of the

The Valley Voice March 9, 2023

increase in assessment values.

The Village gets about 84% of
its revenue from residential property
taxes.

Council received the draft budget
for information, and will revisit the
document in a few weeks. The next
Village budget meeting will have
more refined numbers based on the
decisions made by council and more
information from staff. The 2023
budget will be passed within the larger
five-year plan the Village is required
by law to submit to the Province in
May.

The Village’s proposed increase
will only form part of residents’
tax bills, as the RDCK’s requisition
(proposed to increase 9.35% for Kaslo
this year), the RCMP, school district,
hospital board and others make up
two-thirds of the total tax bill.

Calderon hearing sets date for

next appearance

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative

Lawyers in the case of a man
accused of trying to set a Kaslo
business on fire in December
appeared before a judge last week.

But the hearing was just to decide
when to meet to begin the next
stage of Alejandro Calderon’s legal
proceedings.

Defence lawyer Don White
told Judge Rob Brown on February
28 he had only just received the
prosecution’s evidence and witness
statements, and needed time to
review the material with his client
and prepare a defence.

“It’s taken quite a while for all
the statements to be provided,” he
said to the judge.

Crown lawyer Keven Schechter
agreed to resume the case at a hearing
on March 28, but said Crown is
anticipating the case moving forward
on that date. That means it’s likely
Calderon will be making a plea to
the arson charge connected to the
incident.

Calderon was charged December
5 after a man got into an altercation
with staff at the Home Hardware
in Kaslo, then returned later in the
day and smashed the glass in the
front door of the store with an axe.
With staff still in the store, the man
then stuffed a jerry can of gasoline
through the broken glass and set
it on fire. He was confronted by a
passerby, and three other local men
arrived soon after and doused the
flames.

Calderon is currently in a
treatment centre, Brown told the
court. Any details of his bail hearing
or conditions have been placed under
a publication ban.

Calderon is also currently being
tried on assault charges in connection
with an incident in February of last
year. The second day of that trial is
expected to be held April 14.

CORRECTION

In our last issue, we got the dates
of the Kaslo Jazz Fest wrong. The
festival is happening August 4-6
this year.

If you want to:

vote at the AGM

Kaslo & District
Community
Forest Society

2023 AGM

Thursday, April 20th at 7:00 pm
—JV Humphries School —

- Become a new member and be able to

- Submit a resolution to be put on the agenda, or

- Run for a seat on the Board of Directors

you must submit the required paperwork so that it is
received by 3:00 pm on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 Forms may
be picked up and dropped off at Sunnyside Naturals, 404
Front St. Kaslo Mon - Sat 9-6; or download from our website

To see currently submitted resolutions and nominations, go
to our website: www.kaslocommunityforest.org
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Bill Penner says if he’s lucky, he
just might get to live in the seniors’
housing complex an Edgewood
group is trying to get built in the
community.

“I’m hoping I might be able to,
at some point,” he says, laughing. “I
have no doubt in my mind we’ll be

I \:KUS? & THE ARROW LAKES I 15
Edgewood Community Club begins planning for seniors” housing

able to fill ours down here.”

Penner is the president of
the Edgewood Community Club
Society, and his group has launched
its most ambitious project yet — to
get a seniors” housing complex built
in the community on the west shore
of the lower Arrow Lakes.

“Over the years, as people get
older, they have to move out of the

community, because there’s no place
for people to stay here,” he told the
Valley Voice. “Parents don’t want to
leave; their kids don’t want them to
leave. All their friends are here.
“But as you get older here, you
have to go to Vernon or Nakusp. It’s
a different area, you’re not familiar
with it. As you get older, you don’t
care for change that much. This way

Sara Colins, Mayumi van der Pol, Andi Gabb, and Tania Quigley from the Nakusp Rotary Club present a cheque for $5,000 to Christa Rebman,
Vera Jensen and Lee-Anne Marshall of Nakusp Hospice. This is the last donation from Nakusp’s Rotary Community Bingo fund, which provided
over $58,000 in total to several community groups from November 2021 until now. Rotary Online Bingo has ceased operations because the
concession granted by the government during the pandemic to deliver bingo cards by email has been revoked.

Arrow Lakes seniors’ program announces new projects

by Jan McMurray

Seniors in the Arrow Lakes area
are benefiting from the Creative
Connections program of Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services,
and program coordinator Murray
Peglar has a couple of exciting new
projects to announce.

On Fridays, starting this Friday,
March 10, seniors will be able to
attend sessions with the program’s
navigator, who helps connect seniors
with resources. “We get seniors to the
right people who can help them with
problems with housing, finances,
addiction, and many other things,”
said Peglar. “We also help them fill
out forms and navigate bureaucracy.”

The Friday sessions are an
opportunity for seniors to meet with
the navigator one-on-one or in a
group. “It’s also an opportunity for
seniors to connect and learn from
one another,” Peglar said. Snacks
and refreshments will be provided.

The sessions will take place
at different locations every week.
The first one, on March 10, will be
held at the Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services office. One
session per month will happen in an
outlying community. The sessions
will go from 10 am to noon.

To find out where the session
is being held on any particular
Friday, seniors can check the new
online calendar at aslcs.com. This is
another new project of the Creative
Connections program.

“People are welcome to submit
their events for the calendar,” Peglar

said. An event submission form is
available on the calendar page on
the website.

Peglar is also creating a database
that can match volunteers with
organizations that need volunteers.
“We are looking to become a hub of
volunteerism,” Peglar said. “We have
a new software program for this, so
it’s going to be a great system.”

The organization is inviting
volunteers and organizations that
need volunteers to get in touch to
participate.

The Creative Connections
program is focused on seniors,
and Peglar says the calendar and
volunteer database were ideas that
came out of their work with seniors.
“We realized that to help connect
seniors with the resources they need,
we need to know what is going on in
the community. We want to connect
seniors with events and volunteers in
the community.”

Creative Connections will also
be involved with the National Day of
Truth and Reconciliation in Nakusp
again this year, and is planning a
Harvest Heritage Fair for October 1.

Through the program, high
school students are interviewing
seniors about their lives and
digitizing the interviews, and seniors
are reading stories to students at
the elementary school. Creative
Connections also works with their
partners at ASLCS to provide seniors
with home care, health and emotional
support services.

For more information, email

creativeconnections@aslcs.com or
call 250-265-8020.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary

subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

FOREVER HOME
NEEDED

Put “Licorice” on your list if you've
been longing for a sweet kitty to
share love and cuddles with! “Lic-
orice” is a healthy 9-year-old senior
kitty and used to attention and love.
To meet “Licorice”, contact PALS
now at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

we can keep them here in this valley.”

While the idea’s been bandied
about a long time, Penner says it
really took off last year when he
spoke to a local landowner. The
man’s own father had had to move
from his rural area for care a few
years earlier, and the experience had
not been good. So the landowner
offered four acres for a seniors’
housing project to be built right in
the centre of Edgewood.

“It’s really important, where
we’re going to situate this,” says
Penner. “Seniors can walk to the
store. They can walk to the credit
union, the post office, and the park
is within walking distance.”

10 units possible

Penner says the initial concept is
a single-storey building with up to
10 units for residents 65+, at a very
ballpark estimated price of $2.5-$3
million. The planners are envisioning
solar power to cut energy costs, a
community garden on the property,
as well as a community root cellar.

The community club has
received a $10,000 grant from the
RDCK to get conceptual drawings
made up. The regional government

is also helping with the subdivision
process.

The local RDCK area director
says she has no problems supporting
such a project.

“Edgewood community
members would greatly benefit in
sustaining their lifestyle and well-
being long into their retirement
years through the creation of a
centrally located seniors’ housing
complex within walking distance
of recreation, amenities, friends and
family,” said Teresa Weatherhead.
“It would be a win-win solution that
would enable younger generations
to move into family homes in this
era of housing shortages, and keep
this strong community thriving into
its future.”

Once the survey and subdivision
of the land is complete, the society
can begin fundraising in earnest
— and begin the long process of
filling out grant applications,
holding community meetings and
organizing the property’s long-term
management.

If everything goes well, Penner
hopes they can turn the key on the
first unit in three to four years.

JOB DESCRIPTION:

Nakusp Centennial Golf Club
Clubhouse Manager
2023 season

As the Clubhouse Manager, you will be responsible for man-
aging the day-to-day operations of the golf course including
the retail pro shop. Working closely with a volunteer Board of
Directors, you will assist in hiring clubhouse staff and provide
regular updates to the board. As a vital team member of this
small, community-based golf course, excellent customer ser-
vice skills are a must.

RESPONSIBILITIES & EXPECTATIONS:

* Solid understanding of the golf club environment with excel-
lent communication skills

» Schedule and oversee clubhouse staff including performance
evaluations as needed

* Manage inventory
* Approve and order supplies for clubhouse
» Oversee tournaments

» Work with the board to develop a budget including cost of
goods and wages

* Maintain a close working relationship with the restaurant
Contractor, Greenskeeper and Assistant

» Assist and promote special events and other clubhouse
activities

» Hold a valid driver’s license and can provide own transpor-
tation to and from work, including picking up supplies

* Preference will be given to an individual that is looking for
long-term seasonal employment at our club.

Wage is negotiable based on experience

Full Time, Seasonal position

Benefits: complimentary golf course privileges
Supplemental pay types: tips

Salary will be based on education and experience

Please attach resume via Facebook Messenger to Nakusp
Centennial Golf Club, or send resume to Box 148, Nakusp,
BC. VOG 1RO

Thank you for your interest in this position. Only candidates
chosen for an interview will be contacted.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green
Burial Society seeks lifetime members
to support New Denver’s new Green
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to
slgreenburialsociety @gmail.com with
contact info, or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.
2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4 dr.
long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $10,000.
Call 250-354-8340.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Winter Hours:
Wednesday —
Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

I WISH TO COMMEND a local citizen
who consistently goes way beyond the call
of duty to administer to local folks: Dr. Tim
Wiseman. Doctor, please don’t think your
generosity goes unnoticed.

GOSPEL LIGHT CHAPEL, New
Denver: Please join us for a time of
Celebration, encouragement, coffee at tea,
at Gospel Light Chapel, Sundays at 10:30
am! jeffzak799@gmail.com,1- 250-352-
5007, Pastor Jeff.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, Slocan: Please
join us every Sunday at 3 pm for Mass at
St Mary’s Church, Slocan. Give yourself
an hour each week for peace and reflection.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
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Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

SQUARE DANCING -NEW FORMAT -
will be on March 11, June 10 and September
9 from 7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New
Denver. Ages 13 and up are welcome.
Admission is by donation. Bring a water
bottle. Current COVID protocols will apply.
ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS NIGHT’ -
Saturday, March 18 at the Slocan Valley
Legion, 502 Harold St., Slocan. Door opens
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino starts & our usual
AMAZING BUFFET!! by Pat & Peggy
starts at 7 pm sharp. Live entertainment
too! Advance tickets $25 at the Legion on
Friday or Sunday evenings or phone 355-
2672 to reserve. Gambling chips $0.50 each.
No minors due to gambling. The Legion
welcomes members and guests. We look
forward to seeing everyone again!

THE AGM FOR THE LUCERNE
ASSOCIATION for Community Education
(LACE) is set for Wednesday, March 29 at
6 pm at Bosun Hall. A regular meeting of
the board will follow the AGM.

Vancouver Rock 101, Calgary C&W, and
Bounce/EZRock) is having an ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING on Monday March
27,at 7 pmin the Knox Hall in New Denver.
Everyone interested in the operation of the
society is welcome to attend. If you use the
TV and/or radio services and want them to
continue, this is an excellent time to jump in
and help by joining the board because some
of the current long-serving members want to
retire. It is not a big commitment; we have
only about two or three meetings a year.
FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
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HAY FOR SALE - Large round bales,
no rain. No calls Saturday please. Phone
1-250-269-7256.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy @
fastmail.com

CAREGIVER WANTED - Part time,
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton.
250-358-2756.

WE’RE HIRING! The Slocan Lake
Arts Council is seeking an Office
Administrator/Communications
Manager. Applicants should possess
excellent organizational skills and strong
independent work ethic. See our webpage
for a detailed job description and how to
apply: slocanlakeartscouncil @gmail .com

THE AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY,
the non-profit that brings you local TV
re-broadcasts (CBC, PBS, KNOW, CTV,
Global, NBC, and CBS) and local radio re-
broadcasts (CBC2, Kootenay Co-op Radio,

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley

Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

REAL ESTATE

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Sarah Rilkoff Real Estate
NO OBLIGATION free home
market evaluation.
Thinking of selling?
Offering professional home
marketing and presentation.

Sarah Rilkoff

250-509-0006

Valhalla Path
Realty

email: Sarah@valhallapathrealty. com
website: Kootenay-realestate.ca

GARDEN/GREENHOUSE &
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT wanted!
The Healthy Community Society of the
North Slocan Valley manages the garden
and greenhouse at Lucerne School, and

Your ad could

be here for only
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Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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provides hands-on lessons on gardening
to classes at the school. The society is
seeking someone to assist our manager,
Julia Greenlaw, with maintenance of
the garden and greenhouse, and with
her outdoor lessons. Garden/greenhouse
assistance takes two to three hours per
week from spring through fall; teaching
assistance takes two to three hours per week
in spring and fall. Job description available
on request. Email resume and cover letter
to hesnorthslocanvalley @gmail.com by
March 31 at 4 pm.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support
atend of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.
NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,

HAIR

AVA'S
Rair Scudio
Tuesday ™~ Friday

- By Appointment —

58-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

I CLASSIFIED ADS I, 17
Help protect your favourite lake:
become a volunteer lake monitor

250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp,250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
A HIGHLY ENTHUSIATIC
ORGANIZATION: Are you interested
in joining the Kaslo and District Senior
Citizens’ Shelter Society? We are looking
for motivated individuals who are
interested in volunteering on the board
of directors. Abbey Manor is a financially
independent organization in keeping with
the preservation of the valued senior citizens
within our community. Interested parties
can contact Chair: 250-353-2159 or Vice
Chair: 250-353-7302. For information, our
permanent staffing positions are as follows:
Office Manager, Maintenance person,
Janitor, Bookkeeper, Gardener, & Snow
Removal person. The board oversees the
work of the permanent staff.

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

struggles into strengths. Get real-life
results with games-based training. Have
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
IT’S GETTING LATE in the winter,
which means that Mark Jeffreys and
daughter Sequoia (now 12) are once again
hoping to find a Slocan rental for the
summer. As always, the ideal dates are
from early May to the end of August, but
we can be flexible. We just want to be back.
Email us please at markjeffreys@yahoo.
com or phone/text at (801) 910-1532. And
thank you!

SERVICES
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

TUES

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

submitted

Got a favourite lake? Want to
help protect it? Lakes in Canada are
threatened by habitat loss, invasive
species, pollution, and climate impacts
like rising water temperatures. The
National Lake Blitz is an annual citizen-
science program that encourages the
widespread monitoring of lakes using
simple tools. Through monitoring,
participants learn about the impacts
affecting lake health and get inspired to
protect them.

Registration for the third annual
National Lake Blitz is now open — and
it’s free! After signing up, each volunteer
will be mailed a Lake Blitz Standard Kit
containing a thermometer, tape measure,
field guide, and datasheets. Living Lakes
Canada will provide free online training
on how to conduct lake monitoring
using the kit, from data collection to
data entry. (A Lake Blitz Level 2 Kit
will also be available for purchase to

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

Sales and
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

203 Broadway
265-3252
nakuspglass.ca

allow enthusiastic volunteers to measure
additional parameters including pH and
water clarity.)

The lake monitoring season will run
from May to September, and all the data
collected will be uploaded to the Lake
Blitz Observation Map, which can be
viewed in real time. Volunteers will also
receive a monthly newsletter and will
be invited to monthly online workshops
featuring expert guest speakers who will
present on a range of topics relevant to
lake monitoring.

Lake Blitz registration closes May
1 or when the supply of Lake Blitz Kits
runs out. Register today and join Living
Lakes Canada in getting outside this
summer and helping protect lakes across
Canada.

To learn more about the program
and to register, visit LakeBlitz.
LivingLakesCanada.ca or contact
the Lake Blitz Program Manager at
LakeBlitz@LivingLakesCanada.ca.
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice

Deadline:
March 17,
2023
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SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly hook study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

It was trial-by-fire for Councillor
Matthew Brown, who has the acting
mayor job while Mayor Suzan Hewat
attends a conference in Ottawa.
With one councillor away and three
attending remotely via Zoom, Brown
found himself chairing the regular
council meeting in near-empty
chambers at City Hall.
Swim dock added to

budget

Council approved spending about
$14.,000 to purchase an extension to
the Moyie Beach dock to improve
public safety and swim experience.

“Last year, several citizens raised
concerns about the safety of the
Moyie Beach swim dock as users
were able to tilt the dock up out of the
water,” noted a report from staff. “The
dock was taken out due to the safety
concerns, as someone could be hit by
the dock if they are under it when it
comes back down.”

Speaking with the manufacturer,
staff were told a 16-foot extension
would solve the tipping problem
and make the platform more stable.
Otherwise, the dock is in good shape,
the report noted.

The dock will cost about $11,500
and installation $2,500. The money
will come from reserves and not affect
taxation this year.

Public Works usually installs the
dock in mid-June and removes it at
the beginning of September.

More Kaslo River dike
work

The Village is going to take up

a contractor’s offer to do some extra
work on the Kaslo River Dike project.

Brenton Industries is working on
phase one of the project to restore
and repair sections of the Kaslo River
bank to reduce the hazards from
flooding. With that work proceeding
well, the contractor approached
CAO Dunlop with the suggestion it
continue working on the project this
spring, completing a bit more than
originally planned.

The contractor says it could do a
portion of phase two of the project for
about $37,600.

“It seems like a very reasonable
cost,” said Dunlop. “Certainly [the
contractor] has learned a lot from
working on the other two areas, so
there’s been some cost saving there.”

The Village will also supply
the materials, engineering design
and oversight and environmental
monitoring.

With the project constantly facing
regulatory and financial pressures (it’s
had to be broken up into about six
parts to make it affordable), Dunlop
suggested council jump at the chance
to get ahead of the game a little.

“This is a timely opportunity
to get at least part of the phase two
work done for a very good price,” he
said. “We’ve been working on this
for well over five years now through
planning, design and permitting... so
to be able to get another section done
before freshet this spring, first of all
provides peace of mind and it keeps
us moving forward on this project.”

The money to pay for the project
will come from a grant council

COMMUNITY [
Kaslo council, February 26: Moyie Beach dock to be extended

received last year for the work.

Mayor Hewat, who does work
for Brenton, declared a conflict and
removed herself from the discussion
and vote.

Municipal grants

The first round of municipal
grants were approved by council.
Eight community groups and
activities received $500 each,
including the baseball association,
car show organizers, community
acupuncture society, concert society,
iDIDaRide, Kaslo youth council,
and trails society. The Village will
also provide a $400 bursary for a
JVH grad.

The Village gives about $5,000 in
municipal grants annually, and it’s a
popular program. Applications from
community groups totalled more than
$9,000 this year.

Not all the grant money was
allocated at this meeting. The last
$1,100 will be dispersed next council
meeting. The money for the grants
comes from the RDCK Community
Development Fund.

Insurance coverage
for community groups

The Village says it will allow
community groups to be covered
under its insurance policy — if they
meet certain requirements.

Council adopted a policy allowing
community groups to be ‘associate
members’ under the Village’s policy
with the Municipal Insurance
Association of BC. Several local
groups — including the community
garden, trails society and historical
society are already associate

members. But several other groups
have asked to join, which would gain
them considerable savings on their
insurance rates. So council developed
a policy to make the system for
choosing who’s eligible or not a fair
and open one. It also helps manage
the kind of risk they take by allowing
a group to be covered by its insurance
(since any claim would reflect on the
Village’s policy).

Under the new policy, any group
that wants to become an associate
member must:

* be delivering a service on
behalf of the Village under a service
agreement;

* have open membership and
deliver programs open to the public;

* be in good standing with the
Village, and provincial or federal
regulators;

e adhere to Village policies and
practises; and

* not collect private information
from participants except basic contact
information.

If the group passes those
requirements, it can apply to the
Village and MIABC for membership.
Final approvals will be made by
council resolution.

Applicants will also be responsible
for paying the premium for the
membership.

Public showers

Should the Village build public
showers downtown? That’s a
suggestion offered by Jen Diosy of
Kaslo Community Services. The
social worker wrote to council,
saying it was too bad the concept
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wasn’t included with the new public
washrooms installed in Front Street
Park last year.

“I share this request with a lens
on the support I offer many Kaslo
community members, who struggle
with their mental health or substance
use, and who can be experiencing
homelessness or be precariously
housed,” Diosy wrote. “A lack of
access to basic hygiene practices — like
the ability to take a shower — can have
an immense impact on a person.”

Chief Administrative Officer lan
Dunlop told council that Community
Services was looking at major
renovations at the moment, and that
might be the best location for such a
project. He said staff could look into
how the Village might best support an
initiative like that.

Council received the email as
information.

Mayor endorsed

Council endorsed Mayor Suzan
Hewat’s bid to sit on the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities’ board
of directors. Hewat, who has been
an active member of the national
municipal organization for several
years, is running for office at the FCM
convention later this spring. Her run
has already received endorsement
from the RDCK board. Supporting
her candidacy will mean “...Hewat
will have the opportunity to advocate
for the needs of small communities
like Kaslo on the national stage,” staff
noted in a report.

Hewat’s travel and associated
costs of being on the FCM executive
are covered by that organization.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION « HOME - GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com
250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC + Ph. 250 265-3747 « Fx. 250 265-3431
+ Email cresbay@telus.net

Your ad
could be

here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HALL LUMBER

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Decorative
interior/exterior

Contact: River Bardati
250-354-9535 « rbardati7@gmail.com

SOLID

PLAN
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC
250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Tim Reilly
Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VIL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design * Project Management « Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Randy

Speers

Construction
Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations * Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior
renovation needs:

- Complete Drywall
Services

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCBJ/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com
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Argenta artists amaze with huge burning sculptures

by Jan McMurray

For years, Argenta artists
Yvonne Boyd, Chris Petersen
and Spring Shine have been
creating wooden sculptures
and then burning them at the
annual Argenta Fall Faire.
More recently, they have
added an interesting element
to their burning sculptures.

“We decided it would
be cool to reveal a sculpture
within the sculpture -
something that was in contrast
to the burning one,” said

Spring Shine in an interview.

So, the trio decided to try
it when they were invited to
build a burning sculpture at
the Castlegar Sculpturewalk
Awards Ceremony in
December last year. They
created a wooden sculpture
of two dragons fighting. When
burned, a metal sculpture of
two people reaching for each
other was revealed.

At Kaslo’s Winter in the
Forest Festival on February
20, they built a wooden

phoenix sculpture, which,
after reduced to ashes, left a
metal sculpture of an egg.

“The whole thing, it’s
ephemeral art —it’s something
that doesn’t last,” said Shine.
“We think it’s a lot like life.
In the end, there’s nothing
left but dust and ashes. And
then it turns into something
unexpected. But the process
of working together, building
something together, and in the
end celebrating it — it’s like
real life.”

Three Argenta artists built this sculpture of two dragons fighting, and burned it, at the Castlegar Sculpturewalk Award

Ceremony in December.

Shine says many people
are stunned to watch the artists
make the sculpture from the
frame up all in one day, and
then burn it down. “’Are you
really going to burn that?’
they ask us — and then it’s
wonderful to watch their faces
as it transforms.”

Shine says the artists
have learned a lot over the
years about how fire burns
best. Their first sculptures
didn’t burn that well, but that
has changed with time. “The
first time we tried making a
phoenix, the shape created

a chimney and it burned
incredibly — the way it folded
down as it burned. The head
nodded down and hit the chest
and the wings folded into its
body and it was beautiful,”
he said.

The artists use cedar from
their own properties for the
sculptures. “It’s a lot of work,
cutting and splitting the wood.
Then when raising it, we
have a group of friends to
give us a hand because the
sculptures are so big. The
dragon sculpture in Castlegar
was 18 feet tall, 30 feet long

I, 19

and 30 feet wide.”

Shine says the three
artists and their friends work
amazingly well together.
“There are so many problems
to overcome in these projects,
and it’s like wildfire sometimes
the way we work together
to overcome obstacles and
reach our goal. I’m constantly
impressed with the power of
us working together.”

Shine, Petersen and Boyd
are also well known for
creating and installing huge
concrete ‘Koots’ sculptures
in public areas in the region.

When the sculpture of the dragons was burned to the ground, this metal sculpture of two people reaching out for each

other was revealed.
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School District 10 board, February 21: District wins CBEEN Award for third time

by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

For the third year in a row, School
District 10 has bested other Columbia
Basin school districts in the Take
Me Outside for Learning challenge,
managing to get 92% of their students
outside at least once a week during
the 2022-2023 school year.

The Columbia Basin
Environmental Education Network
runs the challenge and SD 10 beat
out six other districts for the award.
The runner-up got 73% of students
out each week.

“Outdoor education is
foundational in our district and
congratulations goes out to all our

committed educators and students,”
Trustee Rhonda Farrell told the board
in the monthly Good News Report.
Nakusp Child Care
Centre opens

It was announced during the
Good News Report that the Nakusp
Early Learning Childcare Centre
was opening its doors as of February
27, with one multi-age preschool
classroom and one after-school
program fully staffed and ready for
students.

The brand-new $3.1 million
facility attached to Nakusp
Elementary caters to school-aged
children for before- and after-school
care and provides daycare for

In Memory
of Tammy
Lynn Steen

Tammy’s family is
incredibly sad to announce
her unexpected passing on
February 7,2023. Tammy was
born in Hope, BC on January
3,1960, to the late Allan Berry
(Joy) and Norma Taylor. She
will be deeply missed by her
husband of 38 years, Don
Steen. Tammy loved and was
loved by her sister Dawn Lang
(Rob) and was predeceased by
her sister, Kim, and her brother,
Scott. Tammy will always be
loved and remembered by her
daughters, Rainbow Berry,
Amy Steen, and her niece,
Crystal Soliven (Mike) who

plenty of food for the family.

Kelowna.

Care Association.

She was the loving grandmother of Linden, Ryder, Allan, and Lydian. She
will always be treasured by the entire family.

Tammy’s vibrant spirit and positive energy will be missed and celebrated
by all who knew her. Her kind nature, unwavering generosity, intelligence,
witty humour, and ability to light up a room will be remembered always.

Horses were a lifelong passion for Tammy, and she was an incredibly
talented and respected equestrian. Her thoughtful, kind approach to training
horses and coaching riders was well-known and she made a significant,
positive impact on the local equestrian community. Together, she and Don
enjoyed raising, riding, and training horses for nearly 40 years.

When she wasn’t working with horses, Tammy enjoyed boating on
Slocan Lake, baking delicious sourdough bread, and growing an amazing
garden which resulted in an impressive amount of canning and provided

After a successful silviculture career, Tammy attended Selkirk College
and became a Registered Forest Technologist which enabled her to pursue
her goal of working for the Ministry of Forests and firefighting. Tammy’s
ambitiousness, dedication, and perseverance inspired everyone around her.

The family would like to thank the first responders, ambulance crew,
staff at Nelson and Kelowna hospitals, and the staff at Hospice House

A memorial is planned for May 6, 2023, from 12-2pm at Don and
Tammy’s home in Slocan. Donations may be given in Tammy’s memory
to the Canadian Heart and Stroke Society or the BC Hospice & Palliative

To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

was raised by Tammy and Don.

preschoolers.

So far, three staff have been
hired for the centre, which currently
has far more interest from families
than the district can accommodate,
according to Tim Van Brummelen,
Nakusp Elementary vice-principal
and district lead for the centre. He
says they will open more classrooms
as they hire staff.

For registration information,
parents can send an email to nakusp.
childcare@sd10.bc.ca.

REACH program

For some students, the traditional
structure of the school system doesn’t
provide them with the connections or
safe space they need to be themselves.
This is when Stephanie Mervyn and
the Rural Education Academy of
Cooperative and Hands-on Learning
(REACH) take over.

Mervyn, an Arrow Lakes
Distributed Learning teacher, gave a
presentation on the REACH program
to the SD 10 board. She said the goal
is to provide students with a tight-
knit, inclusive space for learning. It
is available to high school students
from Nakusp Secondary, Lucerne
Secondary, and the Arrow Lakes
Distributed Learning program.

Students who choose to
participate attend the REACH
program on Wednesdays at Nakusp’s
Selkirk College, 9 am to 3 pm, in
replacement of their usual school day.

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
said the program was developed
in the district for students to find
connection with peers, especially
those who have difficulty bonding
with others in mainstream school
programs.

“This is an alternative to an
alternative school,” he said. “It gives
a way that we’re hoping allows
students to take that comfort, safety,
engagement and move it back into
brick-and-mortar school.”

Mervyn says the program

provides hands-on learning activities
like cooking, yoga and art, and
maintains small group sizes. She
also brings in presenters such as local
business owners and those involved
in new ventures like podcasting.
And her students have a voice in
the content of their classwork as co-
creators of the curriculum.

She described the success in
getting otherwise quiet kids to open
up, with participating students telling
her it is a refreshing break for them
from regular school days.

“It’s funny they call it a ‘break,’
because they’re doing a lot all the
time,” Mervyn said.

Strategic planning public
sessions

The district is beginning the
process of creating a five-year
strategic plan for development
and growth and is holding five
engagement sessions to find out
what the priorities are for parents and
community members.

The focus of these sessions will
be on using ‘scenario planning’
to create dialogue about future
possibilities and how the district may
have to adapt to a change.

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
identified technological advancement,
district population growth and new
communication tools as the sorts of
things that future planning needs to
take into account.

“The core purpose is to make
sure we are growing,” Dubinsky said.
“That we’re moving onto the future
for our students.”

The process will have four phases
—the initial consultation in March and
April followed by the identification
of key objectives in April and May,
the development of a draft plan this
summer and finalization of the plan
in the fall.

Consultations will take place at
Edgewood Elementary on March 29
atnoon, Burton Elementary on March

29 at 4 pm, Lucerne Elementary
Secondary School on March 30 at
6 pm and Nakusp Elementary and
Secondary on April 12 at 6 pm. There
is also an online survey posted at
www.sd10.bc.ca.

Budget surplus

Because enrolment has increased
and is linked to district revenue, SD
10 continues to operate with a budget
surplus, according to Secretary-
Treasurer Michael McLellan’s
presentation of the amended 2022-
23 budget.

The operating budget currently
has a surplus of almost $3 million.
“The surplus has been increasing
steadily year after year,” McLellan
said. “So that is something we may
want to look at as we budget for
next year.”

Although some large projects
have recently been completed, such
as the new child care centre and
HVAC system upgrades in Nakusp
Secondary, those projects come out
of a different budget and are usually
funded through grants.

McLellan said there is room for
new initiatives in the budget if any are
brought up in the strategic planning
sessions.

The amended budget was
approved by the board.
Feedback on next year’s
calendar

The district has posted next
year’s school calendar on the SD
10 website for feedback. This draft
must be submitted to the Province
by March 31, so any feedback on
the calendar must be submitted to
the board before the March 28 board
meeting.

As some schools operate on a
four-day week, there are both four-
and five-day week calendars posted.

The board is still discussing a
district-wide move to a four-day
school week. Trustees reported on
their meetings with Parent Advisory
Councils, saying parents were open
to the change, but were concerned
it could negatively impact some
parents who may have to pay for
child care on the extra days off, that
it could interfere with school sports
schedules, and that some students
with difficult living situation may
rely on those five days per week for
a safe space.

Most parents in the PACs said
they would be okay with proceeding
with the change if these issues
were adequately accounted for.
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky said
that any changes would not be made
until the deadline for submission of
the 2024-2025 calendar, which is on
March 31, 2024.

The board decided to revisit the
issue in the fall after their five-year
strategic planning sessions.
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