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Concerns raised after local man dies on Nakusp’s hospital doorstep

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative

Interior Health and BC’s
ambulance service say they are
reviewing an incident where a
Nakusp man died late last month
on the doorstep of Arrow Lakes
Hospital.

“Whenever an event like this
occurs, the staff and administration
will review to learn if there was
anything that we could do to improve,
and that is occurring in this situation,”
says Lannon De Best, executive
director of clinical operations for
the Kootenay-Boundary district of
Interior Health.

People familiar with the incident
told the Valley Voice the man began
experiencing medical trouble on the
morning of Sunday, January 29. The
family called for an ambulance to
come to their home on the outskirts
of Nakusp. They were told it would
be at least 90 minutes’ wait for
emergency services to arrive.

According to several sources,
after waiting an hour, the family
made a second call to the ambulance
service, only to be told the wait
would still be 90 minutes. The
man’s condition worsened, and
they decided to take him to the
hospital themselves with the help of
a neighbour.

The man had a cardiac arrest en
route, and they were administering
CPR to him as they arrived at the
emergency department of Arrow
Lakes Hospital. But when they
got there, they found the doors to
the building locked. A staff person
finally came and opened the door, but
before they could get him treatment,
the man had died.

‘Dynamic deployment’model

Both Interior Health and BC
Emergency Health Services said
patient confidentiality prevented the
disclosure of some details, but they
offered their deepest condolences to
the family for their loss.

Official statements from both

services said the system had worked
normally.

“The closest available ambulance
was immediately dispatched, and
paramedics were en route to the
patient when the call was cancelled
by the caller indicating they were
self-transporting to the hospital,”
BC Emergency Health Services
wrote in an email to the Valley Voice.
“At no point in time did BCEHS
Dispatch direct or instruct the caller
to transport the patient directly to
hospital.”

BCEHS told the Valley Voice that
the closest ambulance crew was from
“Winlaw and Castlegar,” about 97
kilometres away.

“BCEHS is a provincial service
with no municipal boundaries, and
we use a dynamic deployment
model to make the most of available
resources to respond to our patients.
We know it is stressful waiting for an
ambulance,” the email states.

BCEHS said the Nakusp
ambulance station was not staffed
for the day shift that day because of
illness. Late last year, the Province
announced that Nakusp’s ambulance
station was moving to a 24/7 fully
staffed model — but that has yet to
be implemented.

“As you know, BCEHS has
been experiencing some staffing
challenges,” the BCEHS statement
continues. “And since last year
BCEHS, in partnership with the
provincial government, has made
significant changes and investments
to improve and stabilize our staffing.”

For its part, Interior Health
says the Arrow Lakes Hospital was
operating normally, and that “staff
reacted quickly and responded in
a timely manner when this patient
arrived at the hospital.

“At the time of the incident,
Arrow Lakes Hospital was open and
fully staffed to provide emergency
services,” said the statement from
IH’s De Best.

De Best said ALH has a patient

ambassador at the front from 8 am
to 4 pm daily to greet patients and
ensure COVID-19 protocols are
being followed by everyone coming
into the hospital. He said if that
individual needs to step away or
they are off-shift, the door is locked
to ensure the safety of patients, staff
and physicians.

“When the door is locked,
patients/visitors ring a call bell to
access the site and protocols are in
place to ensure a timely response
from our staff,” he added.

‘A failed system’

But friends of the Nakusp man,
his family and rural healthcare
lobbyists are raising the incident with
federal and provincial politicians and
IH officials, which one observer calls
“incredibly disturbing.”

“This is deeply disturbing and
personal to me, as I have lost a very
good friend along with the emotional
impacts to the family and friends,”
said Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik.
“Even more than it already was when
we started advocating for change to
the BCEHS ambulance service on
behalf of our communities well over
a year ago.”

Zeleznik says he’s been in touch
with BC Emergency Health Services
officials, and says he is waiting for
the results of their investigation. But
he’s also calling for, among other
things, improved communication
between health providers and the
community to ensure the public is
aware when the system is under
strain and response times affected
by staffing issues.

New Denver Mayor
Leonard Casley called the event
“unacceptable.”

“No family should ever be put in
that spot,” he said. Casley added he
and Zeleznik had made a presentation
at the UBCM convention on their
concerns with ambulance service
levels, and proposed a model to
reduce patient transfer times in the
West Kootenay at meetings with the

head of the paramedics union and the
BC Rural Health Network

“The situation that occurred
in Nakusp on the weekend is yet
another tragic account that has
occurred due to a failed system that
impacts so many rural residents in
our province,” said Paul Adams of
the BC Rural Health Network, who
added his condolences to the family.
“We have so many people in BC
who have provided me with stories
and accounts of their ordeals, which
are consistently due to a system that
does not respond to the needs of rural
residents.”

Adams says his group is working
on “system-wide solutions” to the
ongoing problems of ambulance
staffing, response times and delivery
of healthcare. While they don’t tend
to comment on individual events, this
one is being raised with officials as an

example of the disconnect between
the Province and community.

“Community engagement has
been absent for far too long... and
is resulting in a rural population that
is marginalized and lacks trust in the
system,” Adams said in an email to
the Valley Voice. “Communications
need to be reversed and we need to
inform our communities from the
bottom up and not the top down.”

Adams said while there have
been some positive moves made
by the Province, especially in the
area of ambulance recruitment and
salaries, it is situations like this
that underscore the need for serious
healthcare reform.

“It is time to change and we
sense that change is happening.
Unfortunately, it won’t save this
gentleman nor the damage to those
who tried to help him.”
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Organizer Rosalie Bird at the Spark in the Dark Lantern Festival in New Denver, January 28.
More on page 13.
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Blockade comes down at Enterprise Creek

by Moe Lyons

The blockade at Enterprise Creek
came down on Friday, February 3 —
but that doesn’t mean the blockaders
have given up trying to stop Interfor
from logging two cutblocks in the
Timber Creek drainage. The two
blocks, 12 and 14, include some
old-growth trees.

“We have more time, which
is great!” said Teresa Smed,
spokesperson for the group whose

WANTED: DEAD BUT ALIVE
Amphibians and reptiles shelter in the cool
shade of fallen logs and sun themselves
on top. Digger wasps use corridors (gal-
leries) made by beetles for their nests.
Bobcats, squirrels and other mammals
make a home in hollow logs. Trees fallen
across streams are surprisingly busy
bridges for all manner of creatures, from
mice to cougars, and once fallen into
waterways offer ferry service for insects.

Facebook page is called ‘Protect
Enterprise Creek Watershed and
Wolverine Habitat.”

Smed explained that the
barricades were removed so that
Galena Contracting could finish up
the salvage logging of block 13, of
wood damaged by the Mt. Ruppel
wildfire. “The locals who blocked
the road never intended to interfere
with salvaging from the burn,” Smed
said. “When Ray [Hascarl of Galena
Contractors] showed up, he asked
why they were blocking him from
the salvage work. He said he still
has three more weeks of salvaging
to do, and Interfor cannot take blocks
12 and 14 until Galena is finished.
So a local from the community
apologized.”

Smed explained that the group
thought the salvage logging had
already been completed, as Interfor
had told them it would be done in a
few days. According to Hascarl, it
will take longer than that.

Smed, who lives below the
logging operation, was not part
of the blockade. She states she is
“staying neutral so as to have clear
communication with Interfor and
the locals.”

The blockade went up after three
demonstrations in January and an
ongoing presence by locals beside the
highway at the bottom of Enterprise
Creek Road, and a meeting on
January 18 with representatives
from Interfor, who indicated they
had every intention of logging the
two cutblocks.

For nearly two weeks, Jennifer
Reid, who also lives below the
affected area and who caretakes
a large acreage there, stayed at
the demonstration site 24/7, and
documented the trucks coming out
to assure only burned logs were
being removed. She received a lot
of support from throughout the
region, with people bringing her food
and other supplies. Someone in a

firewood truck stopped and left part
of their load for her fires.

The protestors stress that this is
a local initiative, with the support
of the Autonomous Sinixt. Some
members of Last Stand West
Kootenay came to offer their skills,
and used Facebook to let people
know about the action. However,
the impetus and the ongoing energy
came from the local community,
Smed and protestors said.

One of the best hopes of the
locals now is that at least one of
the cutblocks can be saved because
of the presence of wolverines, a
species of special concern in BC
and Canada. Local residents and
backcountry enthusiasts recently
captured photos of wolverines at
two different locations along the
Enterprise Creek Forest Service
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Road. Smed states this is even more
motivation for concerned local
residents, water license holders,
farmers, trapper license holders and
others to hold the line against old-
growth logging in the Slocan Valley.

Smed emphasizes that the group
is in support of the Autonomous
Sinixt requirements for the protection
of all domestic use watersheds and
old-growth trees, and would like
to see the remaining 14 hectares
of old growth in the Enterprise
Creek watershed designated as a
wildlife protection area to protect the
wolverines and other species in the
Enterprise Basin.

The group has been in contact
with Wolverine Watch (https://
www.wolverinewatch.org/) and is
contacting every level of government
and all relevant ministries.

This photo of a wolverine with a moose carcass was taken close to Enterprise Creek Forest
Service Road, in the vicinity of a logging operation. Wolverine are a species of special concern.

BC provides funding to expand use
of fibre and support forestry workers

submitted

Forestry workers and
communities throughout the province
will benefit from new funding for the
Forest Enhancement Society of BC
(FESBC) to increase fibre supply
aimed at keeping people working
and local mills running, while also
mitigating wildfire risks and reducing
climate emissions.

“We know that access to fibre is
one of the most critical challenges
facing the industry and we’re
working hard to find new sources,”
said Premier David Eby. “The
projects funded through the Forest
Enhancement Society of BC will help
us get more fire-damaged wood and
logging waste to the mills that need it.
At the same time, forestry contractors
will have more work hauling fibre
that would otherwise be too remote
or costly to access. This also supports
our CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 and
our continued focus on getting more
well-paying jobs from our forests.”

With an investment of $50
million from the Province, FESBC
will expand funding for projects and
programs that increase the use of
low-value or residual fibre, including
trees damaged by recent wildfires
and waste left over from logging
that would otherwise be burned in
slash piles.

“The Forest Enhancement
Society of BC is a proven partner
in delivering projects on the ground
that benefit communities, workers,
and the health of our forests,” said
Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests.
“Forestry is - and will remain -
a foundation of B.C.’s economy.
As market prices have declined,
forestry workers should know that
government has their backs. That’s
why we are taking action today and
providing increased funding to get
more fibre to the mills that need it.”

FESBC is a Crown agency. It
was established in 2016 to advance
the environmental and resource
stewardship of the province’s forests.

FESBC has supported 263
projects throughout BC; 43 of these
projects have been in partnership
with First Nations. These projects
have benefited 120 communities
and, among other outcomes, have
created approximately 2,200 full-
time-equivalent jobs.

As part of the CleanBC Roadmap
to 2030, the Province will work
toward the near elimination of
slash pile burning by 2030 and
will increasingly divert materials
away from slash piles, reducing
both air pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions while creating new
economic opportunities.
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IH doubles tax request this year — hike driven by new Nelson care facility

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Regional politicians are
grappling with how to meet an
Interior Health request to double its
take in taxes this year.

IH staff attended the January
25 meeting of the board of the
West Kootenay-Boundary Regional
Hospital District and presented them
with a request for $7.35 million for
capital projects in 2023. That’s nearly
double the $3.74 million requested
for construction projects, equipment
purchases and facility upgrades in
the West Kootenay and Boundary
regions in 2022.

Inflation, supply chain problems,
aging equipment, and the changing
needs of an aging demographic
are all helping drive the requested
increase, staff said.

“Things that cost us $100,000
before COVID are now costing us
$130-$140-$150,000,” said Todd
Mastel, the IH corporate director for
business operations in the Kootenay-
Boundary region. “It’s a challenge to
work in that environment and plan.”

Mastel said staff worked to push
back projects or spread out certain
jobs over several years to reduce
costs, but admitted the tax request is
still a big jump from 2022.
Several large projects

There are six major projects
planned for 2023 that will cost
more than $100,000 to complete.
Those include improving the air
supply systems at Trail’s Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital and at
the Grand Forks hospital, which are
both more than 50 years old.

The air handlers at the Trail
hospital “provide both the heating
and cooling for the lab and the
Daly pavilion and have become
very unreliable, often impacting the
operation of the lab and resulting in
periodic shut-downs,” says a staff
report.

Also on the project list are
improvements to the boiler system
at the Trail hospital, planning major
system improvements to the MRI
facility in Trail and the equipment
sterilization facility at Nelson’s
Kootenay Lake Hospital.

In total, IH plans to spend
$8.388 million in larger projects, and
officials are asking local taxpayers
to fund about 40% of that — about
$3.355 million.

Added to that capital list are five
projects costing less than $100,000,
including repaving the Castlegar
health centre parking lot, upgrading
building management systems in
Grand Forks, Nakusp and New
Denver, renovating the MRI facility
at Nelson, replacing aging air
systems at a care home in Trail, and
an emergency alert system for staff
at a front-line clinic in Trail.

Computer upgrades are always
on the budget list, and it’s no
exception this year. Staff asked for
local taxpayers to pay their share
— about 10%, by population — of a
$13.7 million province-wide project
to upgrade long-term and home
health tools, improvements to the
Province’s ‘Health Portal’ to make

it easier to use, as well as measures
to improve cyber-security. Other IT
improvements include better Wi-Fi
for staff at the Trail and Grand Forks
hospitals.
Equipment purchases
But the really big driver of the tax
bill this year is equipping the brand-
new 75-bed long-term care facility in
Nelson, currently under construction.
The facility will need everything
from bedpans to needles to patient
lifts when it opens sometime in 2024.
Officials asked local taxpayers to
put up $2.8 million of the $7 million
needed to outfit the facility to care
for elderly, people dealing with
substance abuse or mental health
issues, and home health services.
Other equipment purchases
over $100,000 include an improved
meal delivery system for Trail
hospital (allowing patients a menu
with choices), and automatic drug
dispensing stations in Nelson.
Nakusp’s hospital will also see
an upgraded X-ray station installed.
Small-ticket items can really

add up as well, however. A list of
purchases of items ranging from
$5,000 to $100,000 adds up in total
to nearly $1 million — of which the
local share would be about $388,000.
Tax conundrum

IH staff delivered the funding
request as part of the annual budget
process. If local politicians approve
the spending, the $7.35 million
will be apportioned out to every
taxpayer in the Central Kootenay
and Kootenay-Boundary regional
districts.

The surprising size of the
increase had some directors a little
concerned — and reluctant to sign off
at this meeting on the draft capital
plan.

The board members also mulled
ways of reducing the impact on
taxpayers this year. One option is to
use reserves to bring down the tax
load this year; another director asked
for the projects to be listed in priority
of importance.

“The budget is really high, and
how do we stomach it? I want to be

prepared in March to have a priority
list. Can IH provide that?” asked
Area D Director Aimee Watson.

“They are all priorities,”
responded Mastel. “Hearing the
request, maybe I could work with the
CAO [RDCK CAO Stuart Horn] and
come up with something to help the
discussion for the March meeting.”

Another idea was to try to defer
some of the project purchases by a
year — for instance, not buy anything
for the new long-term care facility in
Nelson that’s not needed until 2024.

But directors heard some
cautious words about that idea.

“The idea of balancing cash
flow... so we’re only going to tax for
$5.6 million, that is extraordinarily
risky. You don’t know what next
year’s ask is going to be,” said CAO
Horn.

“... We’ll bring back
recommendations around using
reserves, but I hear comments that
make me think you’re thinking ‘let’s
not tax the $7 million this year, let’s
tax $5.6 and tax the $1.4 next year.’

Basin residents invited to share input on future of region

submitted

Columbia Basin Trust (the Trust)
is inviting you to have your say about
the future of the Columbia Basin
region. You will soon be able to
share your ideas as the Trust travels
throughout the region to meet with
you, listen to your input, and plan
together for the future.

The Trust was established in
1995 to support efforts by the people
of the Basin to create a legacy of
social, economic and environmental
well-being in this region. Its activities
are guided by the Columbia Basin
Management Plan, developed based
on public input from residents.

“This is an opportunity for
everyone who lives in the Basin to
share your perspective on how we
can realize an even better future
for this incredible region,” said
Johnny Strilaeff, Columbia Basin
Trust President and Chief Executive
Officer. “I am so pleased to invite
residents to the conversations that
will determine how the Trust can
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Kaslo Senior Citizens’ Association —
Branch # 81

AGM and Elections Notice — March
14,2023

We invite our members and anyone age 55+ who would like to
purchase a membership to join us at the Kaslo Senior Citizens’ Hall on
Tuesday, MARCH 14" at 11:00 am for our Annual General Meeting
(AGM), Board Elections and luncheon. Membership required to vote.

If you wish to run or nominate someone for a Board position, you
must let us know by Friday, March 10% by calling Elizabeth B. at:
(250) 353-2159 or Jean C. at: (250) 353-7163. If there is more than one
nomination for any position, voting will be done by ballot.

Tickets are $15.00 for lunch and dessert. Please call Mabel at: (250)
353-2258 to reserve your ticket, which can be picked up in person or
at the Kaslo Senior’s hall any Friday morning from 9:30 — 11:30 am.
Lunch will be served at 12:30 pm.

best support communities in the
future. We all have a stake in this
as residents, and that’s why we call
this process Our Trust, Our Future.”

The Trust is offering many
ways for residents to provide input,
including in-person open houses and
facilitated conversations in more
than 20 communities. These events
in April and May are opportunities
to explore your vision for your
community and the region as a whole,
with your family, friends, neighbours
and Trust Board and staff. There will
also be virtual meetings and an online
survey available.

In May and June, the Trust
will present the common themes
from resident feedback at three
large regional events in Cranbrook,
Trail and Golden. These symposia
will bring Basin residents together
to celebrate the region and create
a further opportunity to discuss
the themes that emerged from the
earlier engagement. The symposia
will feature local food, visual art
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and music from Basin creators and
entertainers, and an exciting keynote
speaker — a well-known Canadian
personality that will be announced
at a later date.

Learn more about Our Trust,

Our Future at ourtrust.org/future
or call 1-800-505-8998.

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley

Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

“That’s not something staff will
recommend. It puts the board in
a fair amount of risk because you
don’t know what the ask is going to
be next year.”

Directors will spend the month
pouring over the capital budget
requests with IH staff, looking for
options to ease the tax burden. In
March, the board has to approve
the capital spending one way or the
other, in order to get the amount
included in this year’s property tax
bills.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

* Fresh
» Organic
e Wholesome

1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

— Open daily -
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

This message has been privately sponsored by Johnson’s Landing Pottery.




Wulf eats trees

At this point, it’s obvious that
the real strain on our forests is the
incessant and redundant ramblings
of a few angry old men.

We heard you the first dozen
times, Wulf. Time to log out of your
fact-riddled Facebook groups and go
look for beauty in the world instead —
starting with the trees dying for this
letters section.

Kelly Oakley
Balfour

Response to Jim
Simkinson

He states: “The point about
pollutants: there are still thousands
of barrels of toxic waste from mining
buried in the Allan subdivision in
Kaslo.” What a ridiculous statement
and a total lie. We are third generation
Allens, living in Allen addition and
know there is no mining waste here,
and that this did not happen. We
could say more but it is a waste of
time and effort replying to someone
who fabricates just for attention. And
by the ways, it is Allen addition and
not Allan subdivision.

John Allen and Charles Allen
Kaslo

To vax or not to
vax

I know there has been a lot of
controversy about what is really
going on — to vax or not to vax — but
I must say that the most interesting
eye-opening book I have ever read
on the subject is The Real Anthony
Fauci by Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Everyone should do themselves the
favour of reading this, even if it’s
the only book you ever read! It’s that
important and you’ll see why once
you begin. I couldn’t put it down.

Gabriela Grabowsky
Greenwood

Incomappleux

The Western Advertiser also
ran an article on the recent status

change of this area. They mentioned
that Interfor released a great many
hectares of tenure, however, without
mentioning that they actually settled
for a good sum of money. How on
earth does that even work, for a
foreign company to receive money
for something that no one really
owns? And Teck Resources, the
master polluter, what the dickens do
they deserve praise for? My heart is
sick with all this greed and scamming
and lying, and shuffling, and secrecy.
Angelica Herlihy

Grand Forks

Public show of
appreciation for
Eloise Charet

Thank you, Eloise, for your
lifetime of commitment to the water,
the old-growth trees and the children.
From walking across Canada for
water, to helping to protect the
Incomappleux, Enterprise Creek
watershed and many more and for
countless hours spent caring for and
teaching the children to be in nature
and how to weave cedar baskets.
Thank you for your commitment to
our earth and to our community. You
have been an outstanding support to
so many of us and, I’'m sure all would
agree, a beautiful example of being
a humble and caring human with a
heart of gold. We honour you and all
you have done for us!

Teresa Smed
Silverton

Nakusp Hot

Springs

On February 2, I went to the
Nakusp Hot Springs and used that
gift card again. In the change room,
I'looked at the receipt and there was
$9 taken off from the balance of $88.
When I left, I talked with the staff
and they said the prices went up on
January 10.

The last three receipts that I kept
showed $8 (senior swim) taken off.

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.

Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
‘We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not

necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

OPINION

My punch card was changed to the
new system last year in March with
$112 credited.

I contacted the Village office,
and it was explained that the gift
card is just a card with money on it.
But, if you bought an $80 card the
day before the price went up, you’d
expect to get 10 swims for it. Wrong.
Now you only get eight, with $8 left
—not enough for your next swim.

Also, on the receipt there is an
expiry date of 16-Feb-2296 (expect
anyone to reach that?). There is
no date/time when you went in for
your swim and it shows my phone
number, which is a privacy concern.

Do you think they should fix their
computer program and give a refund
to the customers affected? Or go back
to the punch cards.

Roland Sattler
Trout Lake

Our own Code
of Conduct

What an exciting idea. Even the
Supreme Court of the USA does
not have one of these! I am very
interested to read the New Denver
report in each edition of the Valley
Voice and I like to hear what’s
going on at New Denver council.
The January article led with the
requirement of a Code. It will be
particularly good to hear about that
in the next issue. It would be great
if I could watch/hear the meetings
online! Will the council discuss
interaction with the residents of New
Denver?

As a senior with health issues,
I am not able to attend meetings
these days. I would like to be able to
attend the council meetings on my
computer. I could send questions
to the office for the members or
committees if I have a response.

There are many residents
with accessibility issues who are
interested and have really good ideas
for collaboration and feedback if
they could hear what councillors
have to say. Then we could respond
to projects and share our ideas with
others as well as council afterwards.

The seniors of New Denver
have talents. We would be happy
to share our knowledge and skills
as volunteers in any committees
who would care to have inclusion
in the process of consideration. An
Accessibility Committee would be
a great one to include a senior with
experience on board. We could do it

online. Easy on Zoom. Just call on
your friendly local seniors!
Happy Code of Conduct making,
New Denver!
Eleanor Spangler
New Denver

Fighter jets

When Stephen Harper’s
regressive Conservatives committed
to buying the American F-35 military
aircraft, they were billed as ‘Stealth’
fighters. I and likely many other
Canadians were not in favour of
buying stealth fighters so that we
could sneak up on our neighbours
and kill them. We were also not in
favour of buying fighter jets without
looking at all the options.

Trudeau committed to NOT
buying them if he got elected in
2015. It was, in large part, a political
decision.

The world today seems a lot less
safe, thanks to our neighbours to the
north and over, and so Canadians
today are more concerned for our
safety, and willing to spend money
on defense. The Liberals have given
much of our military machinery
to the Ukraine to undermine the
Russian invasion. If we don’t rebuild
our stockpile, we will be sitting
ducks. We clearly can’t rely on
Uncle Sam to elect a president that
is willing to defend us.

Given that, it is not surprising
that the government has decided to
buy new fighter jets. Having looked
at all the options, it turns out that the
American F-35s at this point in time
are the best option, leaving Trudeau
in the unenviable position of having
to change his mind and buy them.

I personally can’t fault him
for making that decision. I always
check out all the flyers before I go
shopping. I only hope that those
planes will be used to defend Canada,
and never to engage in military
adventures elsewhere.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Masks
unmasked

The original Wuhan strain of
COVID has a dizzying number
of mutations, and is still going.
The latest is XBB.1.5, which is
said to be way more contagious
than Omicron, which was way
more contagious than Delta...
but each increase in contagion
is accompanied by a decrease in
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severity.

Why are these viruses so
contagious? Mostly because they
are airborne and the particle size is
so small. In the right light, we can
see particles as small as 50 microns.
The minimum particle size for
this virus is .06 -.14 microns. N95
masks, under perfect conditions,
filter 95% of particles down to .30
microns. Imagine airborne particles
like smoke — smoke that lingers
in the air up to days! The time it
takes for these particles to fall five
feet through still air is 40 minutes
for a five-micron particle, 16 hours
for a one-micron particle, and 16.7
days for a 0.2-micron particle.
Scientists have pointed out that this
kind of airborne contagion can’t be
stopped; it will eventually infect the
entire population.

Even perfectly fitted N95 masks
are ineffective against this viral
smog because of particle size and
the velocity of breathing, which can
force particles through the mask.
With every exhalation, a plume of
particles begins to circulate around
the room. Cloth masks are not only
useless, but a person wearing a
cloth mask is exhaling a cloud of
particles to each side, due to the
impossibility of fitting them tightly
to the face. Surgeons wear masks to
keep blood sprays and bodily fluids
out of their noses and mouths, not
for any other reason.

Prolonged mask wearing is
detrimental to health; viral particles
and microbes are trapped inside
the masks, whose moist interior
environment is perfect for breeding
bacteria. As well, carbon dioxide
levels are elevated, and oxygen
levels reduced. Forcing children
to wear masks has long-lasting
adverse effects on their facial
recognition skills. There is no
scientific justification for mask
wearing against COVID; it has
more to do with coercion and
reinforcing a false narrative.

So what to do? COVID is a
reality, and if masks and vaccines
provide little protection along with
having lasting adverse effects,
then it’s time to look elsewhere for
protection. Indoor spaces are the
most problematic — a busy grocery
store has a lot of air movement but
a crowded classroom doesn’t. The
minimum amount of air exchange
in closed spaces should be 4.5
times/hour, which is 90% effective
in reducing the viral load.

The other thing to consider
is that COVID, for most of us,
has mutated into a cold — not
life threatening in any way. An
infection with XBB, for example,
will create natural immunity to
reinfection with XBB. As the virus
continues to mutate and replace its
predecessors, your immune system
will develop new antibodies to deal
with the new threat.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing
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Save our
healthcare system
— revoke Bill C-36

I am writing this open letter to
you, Mr. David Eby and to all of
the BC MLAs with the intention of
requesting that you re-examine and
revoke Bill C-36 that was rushed
through legislation in late November
of 2022. I am writing from the
perspective of my experience as
both a retired healthcare professional
(35+ years) and as a patient in BC’s
healthcare system.

I’d like to bring to your attention
the extreme threat to BC’s healthcare
system that this bill poses. I am
sure that most of you MLAs are
not fully aware of the content and
the implications of this bill or you
would never have allowed it to
pass. It proposes to remove the
self-regulating power of each of the
individual healthcare professions
in our province. Currently each
profession is governed by elected
volunteer board members who
oversee the scope and quality
control of the services provided by
their members. To replace these
democratically elected, volunteer
regulatory bodies with a handful of
government-appointed, ‘politically
acceptable,’ highly paid bureaucrats
is unacceptable and draconian.
Removing self-regulating autonomy
from professionals who have
spent years in dedicated study and
dedicated service to master their
skills is a massive overreach by our
government.

Furthermore, as a prerequisite to
practice, this legislation mandates the
acceptance of questionable medical
procedures to be administered to
all healthcare professionals. It also
outlines punitive procedures to be
used against individual practitioners
who relay information to their patients
that is considered “misinformation,”
according to current government
orthodoxy. (Whatever happened to
scientific debate?)

The penalty to be imposed for
this government-defined offence is a
$200,000 fine per incident and/or six
months in jail per incident.

Bill C-36 also allows the
government to seize personal and
private patient records from doctors’
offices on any pretext. In the past, this
information was always considered
to be “private and confidential.” This
new bill negates all patients’ rights
to privacy and makes a mockery
of the once sacred doctor-patient
relationship. This, in itself, should
sound ALARM BELLS to all BC
residents!

In summary, this Bill C-36 is
potentially extremely destructive.

A mass exodus of our best
healthcare professionals*, those
who value their autonomy and the
sanctity of their relationship with
their patients, will be the inevitable
result if this bill is not stopped!

(*Medical doctors, medical
specialists, surgeons, nurse
practitioners, nurses, dentists,
dental hygienists, midwives,
physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, chiropractors, osteopaths,
Drs. of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, EMTs, naturopaths,
massage therapists, etc.)

The rest of us, the residents who
do not leave BC, will be bereft of
health care choices, and many of us
may also leave.

The ONLY way to save our
health care system is to treat both
patients and their health care
providers with respect and with care
and compassion instead of coercion
and control.

Please reconsider and revoke
Bill C-36.

Louise Cheshire
Procter

Where am I?

China declared it was a
democracy days prior to US President
Joe Biden’s December 2021 Summit
for Democracy when Joe called upon
leaders in civil societies to engage in
a democratic renewal and tackle the
threats facing democracies today.
One threat is rubberstamping or
going through democratic motions,
when the process is really being
managed to lead to a predetermined
outcome, chosen undemocratically,
by those in control.

In the recent vote in favour of
Heritage Credit Union merging with
East Kootenay Credit Union, voter
turnout was low at 20% (1,415 of
7,043 members voted). Since two-
thirds of voters were required to
carry the vote (2/3 x 1415 = 943),
the outcome was determined by 133
members (1415 —943 = 133) or less
than 2% of the membership.

I can’t remember consultations
seeking members’ input on a merger.
HCU distributed a glossy brochure
to its members a month before the
vote announcing the board and
senior management’s full support
for the merger. The glossy lacked
even one sentence by any member
opposed to the merger. On two of the
glossy’s 36 pages, buried deep in the
back half, risks of the merger were
listed, with every risk countered by
a “plan to mitigate and manage” it.
The conclusion: potential benefits far
outweigh potential risks.

There were information (not
consultation) sessions less than a
month before the vote to explain why
the board and senior management
unanimously supported the merger.
No member opposing the merger was
invited to speak at those information
sessions.

My November 8, 2022
submission to HCU opposing the
merger was not posted on the HCU
website as I’d requested, although the
glossy assured members of HCU’s
attentiveness and responsiveness to
constructive input.

I'submitted a letter to the editor to
four newspapers in the HCU service
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area. Only the Valley Voice published
my letter. Thank you, Valley Voice.

The outcome is ironic because
HCU was a credit union, a
cooperative, built on cooperative
principles including democratic
member control with active and
fully informed member participation.
What’s left is an unglossy, ‘decide
first, consult second’ uncooperative.
First, the merger vote, second, a
members’ advisory committee to
decide how to make the merger work.

The merged credit union’s name
was decided before the vote, without
consulting members. StellerVista.
Was it concocted by a mercenary
mega-communications firm in a
distant mega-metropolis that was
told HCU was somewhere remote in
rural BC? Steller was an 18th century
German naturalist commemorated in
the name of a jay (Steller’s jay and
BC’s provincial bird). It should have
been “Steller’sVista” if they meant
the bird, not the German naturalist.

If the board and management
had dared to consult first and
decide second, members would
have proposed names reflective of
our communities, our cooperative
values, our geography that could
have been added to a democratic
slate of choices. However, if the
members were consulted first, they
might have democratically debated
why we need to merge, creating an
unmanageable risk.

If this is democracy, am I in
China?

Robert M. Macrae

Castlegar
Truths the
government
doesn’t want
you to know

For at least the past six months,
evidence from around the world has
confirmed what governments and
mainstream media refuse to discuss
or disclose — that the mRNA COVID
injections cannot prevent infection,
cannot stop transmission of the
disease, and do cause serious adverse
events (SAEs) in 1 in 800 recipients.
Dr. Peter Doshi is a senior editor at
the British Medical Journal (BMJ).
He confirms the above statement in
this interview on the ‘Re-analysis of
the Pfizer trial data’: https://rumble.
com/v25n2hi-re-analysis-of-the-
pfizer-trial-data.html

As well, we now know from
the recently published ‘Cleveland
Study’ that there is an association of
greater risk of COVID-19 infection
with higher numbers of prior vaccine
doses. Put simply, the more people
vaccinated, the more the transmission
of SARS-Cov2. The study found
that, compared to the unvaccinated,
those who had received one COVID
jab were 1.7 times more likely to test
positive for COVID. Those with two
doses were 2.63 times more likely to
test positive, those with three doses
had 3.1 times the risk, and those with

four or more doses were 3.8 times
more likely to get infected.

These are sobering findings
that should have paused mRNA
injections many months ago. Instead,
governments doubled down on their
24/7 media blasts to ‘get your shots’
while ignoring the real-life data of
harms pouring in from around the
world. Canadian family physician
Dr. Charles Hoffe has been on
Canada’s front lines warning about
the risks and harms associated with
the mRNA injections. In a Rumble
video clip, ‘Damaged Immune
Systems, Pandemic of the Vaxed:
“These Shots Have Clearly Made
Things Worse,”” he discusses the
Cleveland study findings and says,
“This is the greatest public disaster
in the history of the world.”

Dissenting voices have been
ruthlessly censored. Doctors and
researchers have been muzzled,
their cautionary voices prevented
from speaking of the vaccine injuries
they are seeing. Even though it is
clear that young people are at almost
zero risk of harm from COVID,
they continue to be prodded to
get their shots. When it turned out
that many suffered myocarditis,
neurological injuries, strokes and
death following COVID shots, and
despite knowing that many of these
SAEs would result in serious heart
injuries and shortened lifespans, the
government refuses to back off its
deadly injection policies.

About a year ago, actuarial
data from the US began to emerge,
revealing that ‘all-cause mortality’
had risen dramatically in ‘prime-of-
life’ age groups following the rollout
of mRNA injections. Specifically,
these were not COVID deaths.
Something else was killing these
otherwise healthy, young and middle-
aged people who suddenly started
dying in droves. In the US, some
analysts refer to the surging death
toll amongst working-age people as a
‘mass casualty event,” parallel to the
60,000 lives lost during the nine-year
Vietnam war, but compressed into a
two-year time frame starting with
the mRNA injection rollout. Edward
Dowd’s data analyses on excess
deaths following COVID shots
can be found on Rumble and the
Children’s Health Defense website
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/
defender/cause-unknown-edward-
dowd-sudden-deaths-covid-
vaccines/

Edda West
Winlaw

One world

control

On 30 January 2023, in Geneva,
the WHO extended the COVID-19
plandemic. How come? Biden,
for instance, said it’s over. Austria
rescinded all COVID legislation.

I guess that Justin-flation
Trudeau, BC, and Quebec asked for
aprolongation of the PHEIC (Public
Health Emergency of International

Concern), which is the official WHO
term for a pandemic. Why does
WHO think there is still need for
injections?

I guess that, at the January WEF
meeting in Davos, Bill Gates and
Big Pharma expressed dissatisfaction
with decreasing revenue?

Yes, but the reason behind this
everlasting plandemic is WHO’s
plans to target especially Africa,
where they didn’t follow WHO’s
pandemic script. Less than 6% of
the population is injected with the
gene therapy. Can you believe it, less
than 6% of Africans jabbed? And
what happened? Nothing! COVID
didn’t happen in Africa, despite the
dire predictions of WHO'’s experts.
But they still insist on jabbing more
Africans. We clearly see that there are
contradictions between the WHO’s
directives and the actual situation on
the ground (similar to BC Health’s
directives and advertising, which
recommend COVID-19 “boosters
for the vulnerable to protect them
from serious illness,” in Nelson Star,
February 2, 2023, page A4).

Another big problem for Big
Pharma is that Africa is now a
huge control group demonstrating
the COVID-19 injections are
superfluous. They cannot reasonably
explain how or why Africa ended up
faring so much better than developed
nations with high COVID-19
jab rates in terms of COVID-19
infections and related deaths. Of
course, they ignore that Africans
regularly use Ivermectin (giraffe
dewormer) and hydroxychloroquine
for malaria prevention.

WHO and WEF pursue a
solution: Pandemic Treaty and digital
ID, meaning world control as the
ultimate goal.

In China, digital ID is already
reality — control, surveillance, social
credit, carbon calculators. Are we
not eager to get this convenient ID
as well?

The WEF describes digital
identity as a new chapter in our social
contract. (The Defender, December
9, 2022, ‘Why you soon may find
yourself in digital prison’). The
problem is that this social contract
is one that none of us has agreed to.

Do you know that the Liberal
government is infiltrated with WEF
followers? Klaus Schwab, infamous
leader of WEF, was boasting about
that last year. Christia Freeland is
even sitting on the board of the WEF.
Conflict of interest? Absolutely
not, as all Canadians are on board
with the WEF, if you like it or not.
Trudeau, one of the young leaders of
WEEF, signed Canada onto the WEF
in 2020.

Moreover, in October 2022,
the Conservative MP Leslyn Lewis
revealed that the Trudeau government
acknowledged in writing that it has
a $105.3 million contract with
the WEF to help create a digital
identification system for travel.

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

Everything is in the works, until
we stop it.

Maybe we should familiarize
ourselves with the goals of the WEF,
so we will NOT comply and live a
‘smart’ life, but keep our lives under
OUR control.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Geeky bylaw
excitement

I'am so a geek. [ am thrilled that
New Denver’s council has begun
to hash out and publicize the rules
on how they will interact with the
public, going forward. I want to
thank the staff and councillors for
the time they have been putting into
this. I sat in a very spirited January
24 meeting where councillors aired
their concerns and suggestions.
Some good changes will be made
to the draft Code of Conduct and
draft Council Procedure Bylaw.
Councillor Law discovered that the
public was left out of being able to
register a complaint about council,
so that will be rectified in the next
draft. The rule in the draft bylaw
suspending public question period
for six months before an election
will be removed for the next draft, as
well. As Councillor Hammond said
to the councillors who worried that
politicking may take place before
an election: “Trust in your Code of
Conduct.”

The discussion is ongoing about
if/how the public will be able to
participate in public question period
in online meetings. Some councillors
feel they don’t have the staff capacity
or tech skills to smoothly run online
meetings. Difficulties cited from past
attempts were muting participants,
how to communicate the ‘rules of
engagement’ to all participants,
and council going in camera. Other
councillors asked if it was possible
to look at how the neighbouring
councils run online participation or
explore streaming. Perhaps there are
tech savvy volunteer(s) that could
help the Village out?

More discussion will take place
at the February 28 council meeting.
I"d like to see these other sections in
the draft Council Procedure Bylaw
that limit public input addressed: 1.
New rule forbidding any delegations
or correspondence for a whole year
if it is a topic that has previously
been discussed. (3.8.4.d and 3.7.8).
Not sure how new information on
a topic can be presented then to
council? 2. Currently, you can’t see
how each councillor votes (3.10.2.b).
3. Public Questions & Comment
Period will be officially limited to
“an item of business that has already
been considered at that Meeting.”
(3.4.7.) That makes perfect sense
except the public period is scheduled
before any discussion takes place.
Does that mean no comments or
questions about any new business
on the agenda? 4. It is not in the new

rules, but council discussed at length
that they never answer questions
during public period. Staff will write
down your question, no matter how
trivial, and email you later. I know
of no other council that never take
the opportunity to answer questions
publicly. 5. Every second council
meeting, currently, has no public
question/comment period on the
agenda. (3.1.5.a) That leaves it up
to separate councillors to do all the
heavy lifting.

You may be able to get a
letter on the February 28 agenda
(deadline February 23) and maybe
a councillor can acknowledge it. Or
you can separately write or talk to
the councillors and ask them to bring
forward your concerns or solutions.
The current bylaw draft can be found
on the Village website in the January
24 agenda. A new draft should be on
the February 28 agenda.

Kathy Hartman
New Denver

Thanks to
massive public
support, the
Incomappleux is

protected at last

The Valhalla Wilderness Society
(VWS) would like to thank the huge
number of people who have poured
out volunteer services, letters and
donations for over 20 years to help
save the society’s Selkirk Mountain
Caribou Park Proposal. The fabled
“jewel in the crown” of that park
proposal was the primeval forest of
the Incomappleux Valley, with trees
up to 1,800 years old.

The campaign for the Selkirk
Mountain Caribou Park proposal
began around 2002. On Wednesday,
January 25, Minister of Environment
George Heyman announced creation
of a new conservancy under BC
Parks that will cover the entirety
of the Incomappleux unit of
the VWS park proposal. At the
announcement, Minister Heyman
mentioned that letters in support
of the Incomappleux had never
stopped flowing in. Minister of
Finance Katrine Conroy credited
the VWS’s years of working for the
park proposal.

The story begins around 2002
when leaders of the Valhalla
Wilderness Society, the Wilderness
Committee, and the Purcell
Alliance for Wilderness visited
the Incomappleux, agreed on a
park proposal, and immediately
intervened with government to
stop the logging. Key support was
provided by the local autonomous
Sinixt First Nation who reside in the
Slocan Valley and whose traditional
territory includes the Incomappleux.
Thereafter VWS did field work to
design the boundaries, undertook 20
years of research and an extensive
public campaign, and also took
our proposal to the provincial

government where deputy ministers
called it a “gold standard” proposal.

Most pivotal were biologists
Dr. Toby Spribille, Curtis Bjork
and Trevor Goward, who identified
300 species of lichens, seven of
which were new to science, as well
as rare plants in the Incomappleux.
This played an indispensable role
in stopping the imminent logging.
Thereafter the news of an untouched
Inland Temperate Rainforest drew
scientists from as far away as France,
the Czech Republic and the United
States.

Much credit also goes to local
residents of the Slocan Valley, several
of whom stood on the road and held
off logging trucks until, in a very real
miracle, a massive rockfall blocked
the only access road just as logging
trucks were moving in. Thereafter
numerous VWS supporters put in
hard labour every year slashing the
brush from the road so that scientists,
government representatives, film
crews, and supporters could have
access by ATV and foot.

With generous help from VWS’s
funders, in 2015 VWS was able to
recruit award-winning filmmaker
Damien Gillis to document the
Incomappleux forest. His film,
Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux,
toured the province and has received
well over 100,000 views online. The
letters to government never stopped.

At 58,000 hectares, the promised
new Incomappleux Conservancy
is relatively large. VWS is pleased
that it takes in the entirety of the
Incomappleux unit of our park
proposal. The conservancy is close
to twice as large as the Incomappleux
unit of VWS’s park proposal, but the
extra is mostly clearcuts, inoperable
terrain, rock and ice.

It is good news that the
Incomappleux unit is to be
protected under BC Parks.
However, we would have preferred
a Class A Park, which is the highest
protection possible, instead of a
conservancy. Conservancies allow
some development as long as it is
compatible with criteria such as
biodiversity; but it is customary for
developers to claim that helicopter-
accessed lodges are “sustainable” for
the ecosystem. That is false. This type
of development can kill or displace
grizzly bears, mountain caribou,
mountain goats and wolverines.

BC’s Conservation Database
lists 184 species at risk that are
native to our Selkirk Mountain
Caribou Park proposal, and not all
of them are in the Incomappleux.
Known species include endangered
mountain caribou. The mountain
caribou do not use the Incomappleux
Valley any longer because of the
heavy clearcutting. They use Goat
Range Provincial Park, but they
need more habitat outside the park
to survive. This is why protecting
the rest of our park proposal is so
important, as it would connect the
new Incomappleux Conservancy

and Glacier National Park with
Goat Range and Bugaboo Provincial
Parks.

Another important part of the
Selkirk Mountain park proposal
can be viewed in a new VWS film,
Walking Among Giants, by Damien
Gillis. It can be seen at https://www.
vws.org/action/. Unfortunately, this
part of the proposal is being logged
by BC Timber Sales.

The new conservancy is the
result of mostly secret negotiations
between the government, Interfor
logging company and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC). It
is our understanding that TNC
compensated Interfor $3.75 million,
with Teck Cominco providing a
large chunk of the money. This deal
has greatly relieved our concern for
the Incomappleux forest, but it has
increased our concern for the future
of expanding our park system.

The BC government has
committed to doubling protected
areas by 2030, from 14% to 30%
of BC, but how will this happen if
environmental groups have to ask
companies like Teck-Cominco and
Foundations for the money to buy
out logging companies, even when
the land has already been heavily
clearcut? Environment Minister
Heyman and Finance Minister
Conroy rightly acknowledged the
public role in demanding protection
for the Incomappleux, but the full
significance of this massive and
persistent public mandate needs to
be recognized. Caribou, old-growth
forests and biodiversity cannot wait,
and the public cannot afford to buy
protection from corporations; nor
should they have to.

Craig Pettitt, VWS director
New Denver

Coastal Gaslink

project

Coastal GasLink (CGL), a 65%
owned subsidiary of the South Korean
Pension Service and an Alberta
Pension Fund crown corporation, has
justannounced that the cost of building
their pipeline through unceded
Wet’suwet’en traditional territory
is set to rise to $14.5 billion from
an original $6.6. As a compromise,
the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs
originally proposed a route through
an alternative and already ecologically
compromised industrial corridor.
CGL and the BC government rejected
this proposal on the grounds that the
longer route would cost more. Clearly
the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs,
who have been governing themselves
and living on these lands for over
10,000 years, were right and CGL and
the BC government wrong.

To date, 51 warnings have been
issued by the BC Environmental
Assessment Office to CGL, along with
18 orders and three fines of $450,000
for failure to uphold traditional
access by Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
representatives, and primarily for
failing to prevent soil erosion and

The Valley Voice February 9, 2023

sedimentation into the Lho Kwa
(Upper Clore) river —itself a tributary
of the Burnie, Copper and Skeena
Rivers.

In October and November 2021,
members of the three clans, including
two Hereditary Chiefs, were arrested,
for a third time, for trying to enforce
a ‘no trespass’ order issued by the
collective of the Hereditary House
Chiefs, and subsequently then
Attorney General, now Premier David
Eby, ordered Crown prosecutors to
lay criminal contempt charges, and
in the case of Chief Dsta’hyl (Adam
Gagnon) of the Likhts’amisyu clan,
criminal code charges too. On January
6,2023, CBC News reported that the
RCMP C-IRG (Industrial Relations
Group) has spent over $27 million
“policing” the CGL pipeline, money
that would have been better spent
negotiating a final agreement with the
Wet’suwet’en as promised in the May
14,2020 MOU.

Two days later, as reported in,
The Narwhal, the Wet’suwet’en
were advised that CGL were trying
to drain and divert the Lho Kwa
so they could complete a pipeline
crossing of the river, noting that the
mainstream media have completely
ignored this situation. On January
11, representatives of CGL are
quoted by the CBC, in response to a
lawsuit by three Wet’suwet’en nation
members, showing their complete
and utter contempt for the rights
and title that clearly exist in law:
“The three Wet’suwet’en plaintiffs
‘do not possess a proven right of
property’ in the Gidimt’en Checkpoint
and Lamprey Village area, which
‘largely consists of public Crown
land,” Coastal GasLink says... Coastal
GasLink says the conspiracy claims
are ‘scandalous, vexatious and are
made without any reasonable basis
in fact.””

Atnearly 73,1 want to see an end
to this continuing colonial and racist
treatment of First Nations across
Canada before I die. Who is going
to join me in exposing this travesty,
as it should be the politicians and
corporations who are on trial, not
First Nations.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Messy properties
I totally disagree with looking the
other way if a neighbour has a messy
yard. Old wrecks, etc. interrupt/
interfere with the natural beauty of
Mother Nature. As a neighbour, my
property is devalued by a nearby
mess! A potential buyer may choose
not to buy my property because of
the mess next door. I understand the
Lung Association will remove ugly
wrecks from your properties for free
and will provide a tax deductible
receipt. Not only do the neighbours
benefit but also Mother Nature and
anyone living near or passing by your
property. So do the right thing and
clean up your property!
J. Conkin
Castlegar
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by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Regional District of
Central Kootenay directors got
their first glimpse of the 2023-
24 budget plan last week.

Directors heard at a special
board meeting January 20
that inflation, travel plans, a
lingering hangover from the
pandemic and even Bill Gates
was driving up the cost of
regional government this year.

“Inflation and supply
chain constraints will continue
to have cost impact across
many services, projects
and initiatives,” said Chief
Financial Officer Yev Malloff.
“We really haven’t seen that
slow down to any measurable
degree.”

In all, the budget outlines
a little over $12 million in
spending in 2023-24. Staff and
political leaders cautioned that
the numbers being presented at
the January 20 meeting were
very preliminary, and will
likely change over the course
of the next month of internal
haggling.

However, the big-picture
trends driving a projected 8%
overall budget increase are
already clear:

Staff salaries are going up
4.4% this year. That’s a little
below the Canadian Price
Index of 6.3% because of
the ‘smoothing calculations’
the RD uses to determine
increases.

Staff salary pressures
continue to grow, as
government competes with the
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RDCK projected to seek 8% tax increase—but it’s complicated

private sector for workers. The
RD continues to find it difficult
to maintain staffing in many
areas, with high turnover,
and growing expectations
from candidates for good
salary, benefits, and workplace
flexibility.

Costs for directors’
salary, travel and per diem
will increase about $150,000
this year as pay increases
approved last year kick in, and
politicians return to attending
provincial and national
conferences in-person.

This year’s staff travel
budget is going to increase
as well as post-pandemic
conferences and training
seminars return to face-to-face
gatherings. Given the pause
in training during the COVID
crisis, staff are working to
catch up to training needs.

The pandemic continues to
affect supply chains, delaying
projects or increasing the
cost of goods, services and
especially fuel. Inflation chips
away at buying power, and
interest rates have doubled in
the last year, increasing the
cost of short-term borrowing.

The cost of insurance,
office supplies, licences
and permits, memberships
in organizations as well as
maintenance and repair of
equipment are all going up.

The IT department
is the big-ticket capital
project this year, with more
than $625,000 planned in
infrastructure upgrades
and training. A $275,000

disaster-recovery centre for
the government’s computer
system will provide insurance
against the catastrophic loss
of information during a crisis.
Another $150,000 will be
spent on new laptop/desktops
for staff to support more work-
at-home options (a practice
that, on the plus side, has taken
pressure off the need for more
office space at the RD).

Also in IT, the regional
government is being forced to
switch over from its obsolete
Microsoft Office 2016 system
to the computer giant’s
Microsoft 365 subscription
service. That will cost
$100,000 in subscription fees
alone, as well as up to $75,000
for training in the new system.

Costs for firefighting
equipment, emergency
building upgrades and staff
training are all driving up
emergency service costs.
Reserves are draining fast,
and communities may be
asked to vote in referendums
to purchasing equipment with
25-year loans. The emergency
program itself will see a
projected 8% increase.

The planning department
will need an extra $50,000
to help develop official
community plans this year,
while the GIS mapping branch
will be seeking $40,000
for a review of its systems
efficiency.

Building inspections
brought in over a $1 million
last year, but that windfall
will be mostly used to meet

the obligations under the
permitting system — i.e. do
the inspections the contractor
is paying the permit for.

While not included in the
budget projections, staff are
also hoping to add eight more
staff to the payroll. Those
would include a network admin
for IT, a payroll specialist for
Finance, a human resources
advisor, another bylaw officer
to meet growing demand, and
three people for the building
inspection department to help
speed up the approval process.
Environment services is also
looking for an administrative
assistant.

It’s complicated

The January 20 meeting
was just the first pass at the
budget, and a chance to explain
the complexities of local
government tax calculations
for the nearly dozen new
directors on the board. The
public will next have a chance
to see the budget at a series of
community meetings being
planned in February.

The public meetings for
each area or municipality will
give a far clearer idea of how
the proposed tax increases
will affect each local taxpayer.
For while the budget calls
for an 8% overall increase,
that’s only a very rough
approximation.

The RD provides more
than 180 separate services,
and many only affect a
small number of taxpayers
— for example, an expensive
mosquito control program in

Invasive species program debated at the RDCK

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

A campaign to widen the
local battle against invasive
species got the go-ahead from
the RDCK board of directors
— but not without some debate
as to whether it was doing any
good.

At the January 19 RDCK
board meeting, the directors
approved spending $27,000
this year on initiatives by the
Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society (CKISS) to
prevent the spread of noxious
weeds in the region. The
funding will not be finally
approved until the 2023 budget
is passed in full.

“It is critical to establish
strong regionally coordinated
invasive species prevention
responses now to protect
habitat and ecosystems,”
staff wrote in a report.
“Without active prevention
efforts, invasive plants can
increase their distribution
exponentially, making the task
of eventual control financially
challenging.”

The RDCK already has a
program to combat invasive
species on its own properties,

and this year’s grant would
allow CKISS to expand into
non-government property. That
would include tackling invasive
species like knotweed, and
poison hemlock (near Creston),
and preventing zebra and
quagga mussels and invasive
clams from entering regional
waterways. Education and
outreach are also important
parts of the program. A portion
of this year’s funding would
also go towards a pilot project
to support the agricultural
community with their invasive
species issues.

“The RDCK does not have
invasive species issues like
those in Christina Lake or
the Shuswap. Those regional
districts, Kootenay Boundary
and Columbia Shuswap
respectively, allocate more
than $400,000 annually to
manage the milfoil in their
lakes,” said a staff report. “The
RDCK is in a position to avoid
these costs by protecting water
and landscapes now rather than
try to reclaim them once the
problem is significant.”

But not all directors were
sold on the strategy.

“The way we're

approaching this is as a disease,
and we’re applying band-aids
to it,” said Area D Director
Watson. “What I would like to
be able to do... is to provide
support to landowners to
provide good stewardship. I
know that’s pie-in-the-sky,
but when it comes down to
invasive species, where it’s
coming from... these are poor
land management actions that
are causing the problem. And
we are asking local taxpayers
to address the disease at a band-
aid level.

“I'would much prefer to see
incentives to have good land
stewardship practices in place
to begin with.”

“I’m not opposed to the
concept, just right now with
inflation everyone is facing,
especially marginalized people
in the community, I just can’t
support something that will
increase taxes at this time,”
said Area E Director Cheryl
Graham. “So I'm not saying
‘no’, I'm sort of saying ‘not
now,” given these conditions
at the minute from what I'm
hearing.”

But that had other directors
pushing back.

“I know times are tough,
but if we don’t take care of
things now, the cost in the
future will be way, way higher,”
countered Area G Director
Hans Cunningham. “And I
can’t see anybody saying they
can’tafford $10 a year to reduce
invasive species.”

Staff pointed out that
the issues directors were
highlighting were all being
addressed by CKISS - and
while their work may not be a
perfect fit, it was best to leave
the issue to the professionals.

“They are the experts
on the ground... we want
to leverage their expertise
and their connections in the
provincial government,” said
Sangita Sudan, the manager for
Development and Community
Sustainability Services. “We
want to leverage it and work
in partnership. So ultimately
it is not there yet. This is
our first dive into it and we
hope eventually in time we
will be able to influence that
stewardship on provincial
lands...”

Directors grudgingly took
staff advice and in a split vote
passed the $27,000 program.

the northern part of Area D
only affects property owners
there. Residents of another
area might pay for upkeep of
their community cemetery, or
equipment upgrades for the
local fire station.

These individual services
all affect the outcome of
your tax bill — as does your
assessment. Generally, if your
assessment has gone up more
than the average for your area,
you will pay a higher share of
the overall tax burden for your

community. If it is a lower-
than-the-average assessment,
your share of the tax burden
will be correspondingly
smaller.

The community meetings
give taxpayers the chance to
ask questions to RDCK staff
and their local director about
the particular impacts to their
tax bill.

Details are still being
finalized for when the
community meetings will be
held.

Dozen red roses $59.99,
Dozen pink roses $52.99
Combo red/pink roses &
Carnations + Filler $39.99,
6 red,6 pink roses $54.99,
single red rose $4.99,

Single pink rose $3.99, Dozen Carnations $22.99. Plus other rose/
carnation arrangements in vases starting at $16.99.

Please pre-book rose bouquets by calling the Hardware store @
250-226-7771.
Flowers available Feb 10th to 14th.
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY. Treat yourself & your love.

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Columbia River Treaty impacts on local communities discussed at online meetings

by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Columbia Basin residents are
being asked for their input to make
sure their interests will be accurately
represented in Columbia River Treaty
(CRT) negotiations.

The CRT Local Governments
Committee (LGC) held two online
workshops January 30 and February
2 to touch base with Columbia Basin
residents about how the operation of
the treaty dam system affects them.
One of the online workshops focused
on the Columbia River system and the
other on the Kootenay River system.
Both presentations are posted on the
CRTLGC website (crtlgc.ca) and
feedback is welcome at info@crtlgc.
ca until February 19.

The LGC is working on ensuring
that community socioeconomic
interests — recreation and tourism,
navigation, erosion, flooding,
agriculture, and dust control — are
taken into consideration in the
discussions.

“Everything the Local
Governments Committee is doing
is feeding into how we can improve
the operations of the treaty dams to
benefit the environmental, social and
the economic objectives of the Basin,”
said Kathy Eichenberger, BC’s lead on
the negotiating team.

Using computer modelling, the
negotiating team will be assessing
how different ways of operating
the dams would affect our region’s

interests — from recreation, tourism
and the environment to First Nations
cultural values. The LGC is leading
the initiative to integrate community
socioeconomic interests into the
model.

“We’re in the final stage of the
process,” said Cindy Pearce, executive
director of the LGC. “We now bring
this to the public to see how close to
the mark we are.”

Determining impacts

Human controls on the Columbia
River system affect the system’s
waterways, including the Arrow,
Kootenay, Duncan and Kinbasket
Lakes, as water levels rise and fall to
control flooding and maximize hydro
generation.

The online presentations showed
how fluctuating water levels in the
reservoirs and rivers along the system
affect different community interests in
different ways, at different times of the
year. Needs vary seasonally as some
reservoirs get very little use outside
of mid-to-late summer, with industry,
agriculture and recreation all having
different peak-use periods. All this
has to be taken into consideration in
the computer modelling.

Integrating erosion issues into
the modelling has proved to be
challenging, as there are many factors
that affect erosion — not just water
levels. “We’re getting together to
decide how best to address erosion
in the CRT modelling,” said Lauren
Rethoret of Selkirk College’s Selkirk

Innovates, who is participating in the
modelling and research for the LGC.
Columbia River system

The Columbia River flows
through Kinbasket Lake, on to Lake
Revelstoke and into Arrow Lakes,
before entering an 86-kilometre stretch
of free-flowing river to the US border.

The Kinbasket reservoir can
fluctuate up to 47 metres (155 feet),
while Arrow’s annual water level
fluctuation can be up to 20 metres
(66 feet), depending on the amount of
water released from their respective
dams.

The drawdown effects in the Arrow
affect recreation/tourism, navigation,
agriculture, and create erosion and dust
issues. The committee has determined
there are defined health impacts
from the dust, especially around the
community of Burton. Residents from
Arrow Lakes communities other than
Burton were asked to contact the LGC
with photographic evidence of dust
storms.

For the Kinbasket, the primary
concerns are navigation, recreation/
tourism and erosion. Dust creation is
also a concern, but the LGC could not
determine whether there are health
impacts for Kinbasket locals due to
the dust.

The LGC did not identify any
socioeconomic issues impacted by
water levels on Lake Revelstoke.
Kootenay River system

The Kootenay River system
is comprised of Lake Koocanusa,

Kootenay Lake and River, and Duncan
Lake and River.

Koocanusa and Duncan Lakes
have huge seasonal drawdowns, with
Koocanusa fluctuating 22 metres
over the year and Duncan varying 30
metres. Kootenay Lake only changes
by about five metres, but this doesn’t
mean flooding is not an issue on
Kootenay Lake — it is actually a
primary concern due to the extent of
shoreline development. Maintaining
water levels so that the Balfour-
Crawford Bay ferry can continue
operation is also a priority.

Duncan Lake goes from just about
full to empty every year. The LGC is
working on trying to figure out what
is best for flooding and for reducing
the mosquito population there, which
was identified as a local priority. They
called for the public to submit any
photographs they have of seasonal
flooding to get a better idea of what
areas are impacted.

Lake Koocanusa is used for
recreation but also encompasses land
that was once used for grazing prior to
the building of the Libby Dam. Cattle
can still graze when lake levels are
low enough, but this conflicts with
the needs of recreational boaters. The
LGC says itis still trying to determine
where the “happy medium” exists.
Negotiations continue

Meanwhile, work continues on
renewing the 60-year-old Columbia
River Treaty, created to govern the
flow of water in the Columbia and
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Kootenay Rivers between the US and
Canada.

The main provisions expire in
2024 and flood control is set to become
‘on demand,’ meaning each side would
have to call the other to alter flows as
needed.

The original treaty also only
addressed power generation and
flood control, so more interests
are being taken into account in the
current negotiations. Among the
most important are the inclusion of
Indigenous interests, with the Ktunaxa,
Secwepmc and Syilx Okanagan
Nations involved.

The latest round of treaty talks
was just completed late last month in
Vancouver.

“Although there are still
outstanding issues to be resolved, there
is cause for optimism as the negotiating
teams move closer to a consensus on
some of the main issues,” said Katrine
Conroy, Kootenay West MLA and
minister responsible for the Columbia
River Treaty, in a press release.

“Canada and the US are working
together to reach an agreement in
principle that will protect and support
people in the Columbia River Basin
and the region’s ecosystem. As always,
BC, Canada and Basin Indigenous
Nations are committed to reaching
a fair agreement that shares benefits
equitably between countries.”

The next round of Columbia River
Treaty negotiations will be held in
March in Washington.

The World Health Organization
is on its way to take total control
over global health. Most likely the
amendments to the International
Health Regulations will be adopted at
the World Health Assembly meeting
this May or the one in May 2024.
When the amendments are adopted
the WHO will be at the top of the
globalized system of control and will
be able to tell any government what
to do and how much to spend. The
only thing standing between us and
health emergencies of all sorts, real
or perceived will be the WHO. Are
they qualified for this job? Will they
be able to handle a real emergency, or
will we be able to do a better job? It
is time to examine their track record.

The WHQO's Covid record
Covid-19 was misdiagnosed from
the start. Covid only affected the very
old and people with weakened immune
systems. A lot of fear was created, and
nothing was done to dispel it. All the
fallout from Covid-19 hasn’t settled
yet and people have strong views on
the subject so I will only mention a
couple more points. Ivermectin and
hydroxychloroquine, both cheap
drugs with good safety records when
used properly, were hastily dismissed
after showing promising results.
The reason why—to get emergency
use authorization for “vaccines”
developed by Big Pharma there had
to be no other treatments for the
disease—so they were dismissed.
Also, the efforts to treat Covid did
a lot of damage to the economy and

peoples’ savings. Overall, the WHO
gets a failing grade. The pandemic
has run amok and there’s no way of
stopping it. Covid-19 feeds on public
attention. When the attention is gone,
Covid will be gone just like AIDS.
I haven’t heard of anyone getting
infected with AIDS for years.
The “1” stands for immune
AIDS — Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, the drugs
given to treat it were deadlier than the
disease. They were costly too. It was
very tragic how easily it was to get
misdiagnosed and sentenced to death
on the drug regimen. Billions were
spent studying AIDS. It may have
been possible to reverse AIDS with
standard antimicrobials augmented by
appropriate biological compensatory
therapy (strengthening the immune
system). But that would have killed the
golden calf. The WHOs involvement
in the AIDS epidemic was like that of
an accessary to a crime. A good book
on AIDS and a lot more is “AIDS,
Opium, Diamonds, and Empire” by
Nancy Turner Banks M.D.
Ebola----Missing in Action
In the West African Ebola outbreak,
the WHO whose responsibility is
“providing leadership in global health
matters’ was at first, dismissive on the
scale of the problem, then it deflected
responsibility of the crisis to the
overwhelmed governments of Guinea,
Liberia, and Sierra Leone. After 8
months it finally stepped in to take
charge of the Ebola response but lacked
staff and funds.

Three years later in the 2018
Congo Ebola epidemic the WHO
failed again. The mistakes were the
same. Now they had vaccines and
treatments. The Lancet writes there
was a surprising lack of urgency to
deploy them. A lot of money was spent
on global surveillance and response
systems, but little attention was given
to standard of care. The WHO failed
to earn the trust of the community and
behaved more like a police force than a
public health organization. There were
attacks on health workers. Despite
vaccines the death rate was 66% which
was more than in 2014.

Sources: merylnass.substack.
com/p/would-you-trust-who-to-
manage-your
Conflict of Interest

While other UN agencies are
mostly funded by member country
contributions, the WHO receives much
of its funding from sources like the
Pharma Industry and the Bill Gates
Foundation. Money buys power,
control, and influence.

One such influencer of the WHO
is the Rockefeller Foundation (RF).
Through their Trust they own over
half of the pharmaceutical interests in
the US. On their foundation’s website
they state, “We founded the modern
field of public health.” Originally the
RF funded campaigns to eradicate
hookworm disease, malaria, and then
yellow fever and vaccine development.
In 1910 Simon Flexner, a director of
the Rockefeller Institute, prepared a
report on Medical Education in the US

Can the WHO be Trusted With Our Health?

and Canada for the RF and Carnegie
Foundation. As a result of the report
the “philanthropy” of the 2 foundations
turned into a money mafia that crushed
medical schools that used non-toxic
methods in favour of those who would
agree to promote pharmaceutical drugs
as the mainstay of therapy. Everything
else was branded as “quackery” even
when and especially if it worked. By
1918 of the 650 medical schools prior
to 1910 only 50 remained.

Can the WHO be trusted
to manage pandemics?

Like Rockefeller in 1910 the WHO
is attempting to impose their brand
of medicine on us. Do we want the
WHO’s centralized control of public
health which assumes only they, the
WHO, know how to manage the health
policy of every state. Do we want
Big Pharma’s vaccine and mandated
injection model of medicine? I think
what is really wanted is a criminal
investigation into the WHO’s and Big
Pharma’s affairs.

During the Reagan years a deal
was made with Big Pharma where they
would get indemnity from prosecution
for the adverse effects of vaccines. In
exchange we got VAERS, the system
for recording the adverse effects of
vaccines. As the adverse events of
the Covid vaccines were recorded the
flashing red warning lights turned into a
blaring siren. Meanwhile vaccinations
were mandated with no end in sight
to the vaccination programs. Some
people sustained vaccine injuries and
others dropped dead right and left.

No mention of this was made in the
mainstream media. The only alarms
raised were in the alternate media.

Insurance companies found excess
death rates in all age groups co-relating
with the timing of vaccine programs.
Dr. Joseph Mercola found US life
expectancy decreased from 78.8 years
in2019t076 .4 years in 2021. Even the
WHO talks about excess death rates but
it attributes them to Covid deaths, as
Covid infection rates go down.

Where is the criminal investigation?
Why doesn’t the mainstream media
investigate the adverse effects of
vaccines? Who is stopping them? Is
this a conspiracy? If it is it is time to
arrest everyone.

I don’t think we want the WHO
managing our pandemics. In 2010
the European Parliament conducted an
inquiry into the WHO’s HIN1 swine
flu pandemic. The inquiry concluded
there was a conflict of interest and
large sums of public money were
wasted and unjustified scares and
fears about health risks were created.
They also said the EU Centre for
Disease Control should be equipped
to assess risks independently as well
as perform its other tasks in the case of
health emergencies. I think we should
clean up the corruption and do the job
ourselves.

James Roguski offers 100 more
reasons to Stop the Amendments and
Exit the WHO at: http://StopTheWho.
com

This message has been privately

sponsored by Ed Zak
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by Jan McMurray

BC’s independent forestry
watchdog has found fault with the
logging of one of the cutblocks in
the contentious Argenta-Johnsons
Landing harvesting operation last
fall.

Responding to a complaint
from a Kaslo resident, the Forest
Practices Board (FPB) investigated
whether or not Cooper Creek
Cedar had met ‘visual quality
objectives’ in cutblock 4 in the
Salisbury Creek area.

“The board found that CCC did
not comply with legal requirements
because its logging failed to meet
the partial retention VQO from
two significant viewpoints,” the
FPB report concludes. The two
viewpoints were the Lost Ledge
campground and Marine Beach.

‘Visual quality objectives’
describe how much the landscape
can be altered visually through
logging and road building.
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Cooper Creek Cedar fails to meet visual quality in AJL cutblock: Forest Practices Board

Established by government,
VQOs apply in scenic areas of the
province. The five VQOs, from
least impactful to most impactful,
are: preservation, retention,
partial retention, modification and
maximum modification.

In the Salisbury Creek area,
the VQO is ‘partial retention.’
The Forest Practices Board found
that CCC’s cutblock 4 didn’t
meet the ‘partial retention’ rating,
but rather to the more impactful
‘modification’ rating.

“CCC likely did not meet the
partial retention VQO because
it did not log according to the
plan,” the FPB report says.
“Instead of logging the steep
slopes with an overhead cable
system, CCC changed its plan
and logged the entire cutblock
with winch-assisted, ground-based
equipment.”

The report explains that CCC
changed its logging plan “due

to availability of equipment and
a blockade by protestors.” The
company had originally planned
to use two different contractors
to harvest cutblock 4 — one that
would use a cable system on the
steep part of the block and the
other that would use ground-
based equipment on the rest of the
block. But after the blockade was
removed by police, the company
decided to use only the contractor
with ground-based equipment.
As aresult, groups of trees that
were originally meant to be left in
the block had to be harvested.
“CCC asked the logging
contractor not to harvest groups
of trees as simulated in the VIA
[Visual Impact Assessment].
However, CCC then realized
this was not feasible because the
contractor harvested the steep
slope area with winch-assisted
equipment instead of an overhead
cable system. At that point, CCC

asked the contractor to retain
single trees. CCC contends that the
contractor kept 10 to 15 trees per
hectare in the cable harvest unit,”
the report states.

The report also says that
CCC disagreed with the FPB’s
assessment, and maintains that the
cutblock meets the VQO of ‘partial
retention.’

“This situation highlights
the importance of harvesting
according to the plan. When plans
change, licensees need to check if
their assessments require revision.
For this complaint, an alternative
approach for CCC would have
been to redo the VIA when it
decided to change the harvesting
system,” the report concludes.

CCC has plans to log the
Bulmer Face, north of Salisbury,
and the VQO for this area is
‘retention,’ the report notes. “The
board encourages CCC to continue
working with the public when

planning and logging in scenic
areas around Kootenay Lake, and
to carefully consider the impact of
operational changes on the ground
to the requirements to manage
visual quality.”
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.

Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp

250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm

Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.

Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net « 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open

Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm

Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.

No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.

For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA

ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday

250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca

403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo VOG 1M0

kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm

We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:

By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver VOG 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self-isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Happy Valentine’s Day! « Winter Hours: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am—4 pm
We're having a big ANIAN sale now with all shirts, sweaters & coats 20-30% off!
Every gorgeous garment is designed and made of recycled materials right here
in BC « If your sweetheart does not fancy a new ANIAN top, how about a lovely
piece of jewelry, a colourful beeswax candle, a cute blown-glass ornament, or a
nice book? « As always we've got awesome eco-fashion, quality wool blankets,
great gifts, and much more. Thanks for shopping locally — we hope to see you
soon! « 250-358-2178 + RavensNestBC.com * Facebook & Instagram ¢

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan - Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open — Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open — Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.

Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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RDCK board, January 19: Building department policies to be reviewed

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The monthly director’s
meeting of the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
paused twice during its day-
long session to solemnly mark
recent local tragedies. The
meeting opened with a moment
of silence for Wade Tittemore,
the Nelson Police Department
officer who was killed in an
avalanche while back-country
skiing near Kaslo on January 9.

Later in the meeting,
directors also held a moment of
reflection for three members of
a family killed in a car accident
near Thrums on Hwy. 3A east
of Castlegar January 16.
Building policy
review

The board approved staff
reviewing the policies of the
regional government’s building
department with an eye to
updating them to conform with
current RDCK bylaws and
provincial regulations

“The general public interest
will be served when staff have
clear interpretations of those

It pays to advertise
in the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for details

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support
the Valley
Voice with
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subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or
Money Order to:
Valley Voice,
Box 70,
New Denver, BC
VOG 1S0

matters related to building
permitting and construction,
which are within the purview of
the RDCK local government,”
wrote John Southam, the
RDCK’s manager of building
development and special
projects, in a report. ... All
participants in the building
construction process benefit
when regulation is clearly and
equitably applied.”

Southam told directors that
current practices by building
inspectors don’t always
line up with recent changes
to provincial or regional
regulations. Some policies
are outdated, and some use
language that is no longer
used in the regulations. Others
lack transparency, while other
practices are “onerous” on staff
and could easily be streamlined,
he said.

Other policies that will
be reviewed include rules on
farm buildings, refund fees
for cancelled projects, and the
procedure for removing Notice
on Titles placed on problem
projects.

Southam said industry
professionals will be consulted
when needed to provide further
clarification and staff will seek
legal opinion when required.
All recommendations will be
brought forward to the board
later this year to ensure board
members are well informed.

The review will affect the
work of building inspectors
across the entire RDCK, with
the exceptions of Nelson,
Creston and Castlegar, which
have their own departments.

Dog Creek wildfire
resiliency project
sparks discussion on
admin fee

A small Arrow Lakes
community will be taking
steps to better protect itself
from wildfire — but the project
prompted a debate on the cost
of administering programs by
RDCK staff.

The Dog Creek Water
Users Committee applied
for a $40,000 grant from
the Columbia Basin Trust to
improve wildfire resiliency in

their community. They plan to
clean up five hectares of forest
surrounding a gravel pit next to
the community, removing scrub
brush, small trees and deadfall.

While officials felt
it a worthy project and the
community capable of
managing the job, there was
a problem: the DCWUC isn’t
legally eligible to receive the
grant — it has to flow through a
municipal government or other
recognized body.

That prompted the Dog
Creek applicants to ask the
RDCK’s Wildfire Management
Program to be the ‘big brother’
and agree to receive the loan on
behalf of the community.

“This project was not
part of the 2023 workplan,
however, due to the increase
in community-initiated
wildfire mitigation projects
and associated funding
opportunities, staff feel there
is value in supporting the
community as a test case,” said
a report from staff to the board.
“This will help build a better
understanding of the role the
RDCK can play in working
with motivated and organized
communities to implement
wildfire mitigation projects
and explore options of how to
provide support to them.”

While agreeing it was a
good project, directors said the
money the RDCK would spend
to be a middleman — nearly 45
hours of staff time will likely be
needed to administer the grant
— has to be recovered.

“This organization, when
we start stepping outside of
our core things we have to do,
to do things we want to do to
support our community, really
has to have the right number
there, a number that has to
include everything... payroll,
salary,” said Area A Director
Garry Jackman. “It’s a good
place to be in prior to opening
the floodgates for this kind of
application.”

Board Chair Aimee Watson
(Area D) said a 15% charge
would be a reasonable cut to
cover costs for administration.
Staff said discussions with

Trust officials showed they
were aware of the problem
and looking to compensate
governments for the cost of
administering community
grants. They may also look to
providing funding for smaller
groups like Dog Creek to be
able to access funds in a way
that doesn’t need a flow-through
agent.

The board passed a motion
asking for a 15% increase to the
grant from the Trust to cover its
admin costs.

Emergency Prep

The RDCK is going to
apply for a $30,000 grant to
support volunteer emergency
support workers in training and
responding to critical events.

“Emergency Support
Services are provided by teams
of volunteers,” Emergency
Program Coordinator Jon
Jackson wrote to the board.
“Recruiting, training and
retaining our volunteers is
critical to our ability to be
ready to respond when disasters
happen.”

If the grant is awarded, part
of the money will be used to
purchase new emergency prep
kits for teams in Kaslo and
Salmo, to complement ones
already in Nakusp, Creston

and Nelson. These kits — which
include laptops, printers and
other equipment — are used for
training and for responding to
requests for emergency support
services. About $18,000 will
also go to training and team-
building for community leaders
and workers.

Groups supported

Several community
groups were the recipients of
community grants.

The Brent Kennedy School
Parent’s Advisory Council will
receive $1,500 for school spirit
T-shirts from Areas H and I.

The Arrow Lakes Ski Club
will receive $1,300 for technical
support and training for new
grooming equipment for the
Wensley Creek cross-country
ski trails.

The Kaslo Housing Society
will receive $1,000 for its
Winter in the Forest Festival.

The Kaslo Community
Acupuncture Society will
receive $780 to screen the
documentary ‘Dope is Death,’
a film about how acupuncture
helped ease a heroin crisis in
New York City.

The Kootenay Emergency
Response Physicians
Association will receive $5,000
in total from Areas E, F, G and
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H to create an information video
about the program.

The Elk Root Conservation
Farm Society will receive
$5,000 to build community
gardens.

The Slocan Solutions
Society will receive $3,000 to
go towards a winter carnival
in Slocan.

The Nakusp Ski Club will
receive $26,100 from Areas
H and K to replace the T-bar
haul rope on the Summit Lake
ski hill.

Nakusp Secondary School
will receive $5,000 for its
entrepreneur class to attend the
BC International Boat Show to
sell a popular fishing lure.

Arrow Lakes Search and
Rescue will receive $1,000 for
community support services.

Burton Elementary School
will receive $2,000 for students
to visit the Summit Lake ski hill.

Nakusp Elementary will
receive $6,500 for its ski
program support.

The Village of Slocan will
receive $500 for its Light Up
campaign, $600 for its Food
Bank and $400 to have locals
participate in the BC Seniors’
Games in 2023. The village’s
Winter Carnival will also
receive $3,000.

Fundraising efforts continue for Meadow Mullaney

by Mark Page, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The family of two-year-
old Meadow Mullaney are
looking to their community
for help after a tragic accident
on Highway 3A last month
resulted in the loss of both of
her parents and infant brother.

A Go Fund Me campaign
has raised over $75,000, but
efforts continue. The money
will go toward funeral costs
and to support Kim Mullaney
and Bart Snell, the child’s
grandparents and new
guardians.

“Her grandmother is
graciously taking her in and
is going to need us, a village,
to help them through this,”
says a post on Go Fund Me
by Michelle Sofonoff, who
organized the campaign on
behalf of the family. “Meadow
deserves the world, let’s all
band together and make it
happen!”

According to a news
release from the RCMP, the
accident occurred just before
4 pm on January 16 when a
pickup truck collided with
the vehicle carrying Meadow
Mullaney and her family.

Meadow Mullaney
is the only survivor from
their vehicle. Her parents,
Ashley Mullaney and Habib
Moonflower, along with her
8-day-old brother, Vincent
Mullaney, were all declared
deceased at the scene. The
driver of the pickup was treated

on scene for minor injuries.

In a Facebook post after
the accident, Kim Mullaney
described the traumatic
experience of being on
Facetime with Ashley during
the accident. She wrote that
the crash happened after the
family pulled out of Thrums
Market, and while the screen
appeared frozen, she could still
hear crying and first responders
saying, “She doesn’t have a
pulse.”

Sofonoff is the partner of
Ashley Mullaney’s cousin,
so she stepped in to start the
fundraising after the accident.

“T guess I just did what I
would hope someone would
do for my kids if I ever had
to leave them here on earth
without me,” she wrote in a
message to the Valley Voice.

The original goal of
$20,000 for the fundraiser was
quickly surpassed.

“As for the amount
donated, myself and the family
are all incredibly surprised
and grateful at the outpour
of support and kind words,”
Sofonoff told the Valley Voice.

The Castlegar Rebels
Junior Hockey team donated
all of the ticket sales from
their January 20 and 21 games
to this Go Fund Me campaign
and another one supporting the
family of 39-year-old Steve
Walker, a former Selkirk Saints
Hockey player who lost a
sudden battle with colon cancer
in mid-January. He leaves

behind a wife and two children.

“We asked for your help
and you responded,” wrote
Castlegar Rebels President
Mike Johnstone in a Facebook
post. “Your generosity and
charitableness will aid our local
families through a challenging
period. Your support was
remarkable.”

The fundraising for Walker
has also exceeded its original
goal of $30,000 and has now
surpassed $103,000.

A music festival to benefit
Meadow Mullaney’s family
will be taking place at the
Castlegar & District Recreation
Complex on February 18. The
Meadow Moonflower Music
Festival will have 12 acts
over 12 hours from noon to
midnight and admission will
be for cash donation at the door.

Donations are still being
accepted for both Meadow
Mullaney’s and Walker’s
families on Go Fund Me. The
web addresses are gofundme/f/
meadow-moonflower-and-
her-family and gofundme/f/
in-memory-of-steven-walker-
and-to-aid-his-family.

“Ashley and Habib were
loving and very caring, happy
parents to Meadow and baby
Vince,” Sofonoff told the Valley
Voice. “Meadow may not have
them anymore but what she
does have is a whole army of
family and close friends falling
behind her to support, raise
and help in any way they can.
It really does take a village.”
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by Art Joyce

Nature spirits have long been part
of the artistic tradition. Young artist
Greg White is renewing this theme
in his paintings, representing trees as
Tolkien-esque beings who seem to
call out to us to remember, not just
our connection with nature, but the
fact that we are nature. Wolves, birds,
deer, foxes and other wild creatures
populate his landscapes, with
paintings sometimes drawn in the
shape of the featured animal, as if we
were looking through that creature’s
window on the world. His style
seamlessly merges realism with the
symbolism of nature spirits. White is
exhibiting his art prints at Bluebelle
Bistro in Kaslo, and in Nelson at
Oso Negro, Craft Connection and
Kootenay Chocolate Shop. His
prints are found in bookstores and
university gift shops across BC.

“There is no distinction — even if
modern humans have tried to make
a distinction. Fundamentally, we’re
all a part of nature. That’s what I
want to express in my art, reminding
myself and other people that we are
the trees; we are the lake; we are the
wolves. We’re not as separate as we
sometimes think we are.”

White’s career path didn’t begin
with art as a first choice. He obtained
a bachelor’s degree in biology from
the University of Victoria in 2009,
pursuing a lifelong interest in nature
and the human body, but he soon
realized his degree presented some
career challenges. Either he’d have
to earn a master’s degree and go into
teaching, or find some other career
path. White describes himself as “an
introvert” with “social anxiety,” so
he wasn’t sure about teaching as a
profession. However, with both his
parents being teachers, he decided to
atleast try that path, teaching English
in South Korea for two years. While
an enriching cultural experience,
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Greg White’s amazing art symbolizes our link with nature

two years was enough to convince
him that teaching wasn’t for him.
He recalled many happy hours as a
boy drawing pictures and began to
explore the idea of developing his
creative talent. As so often happens in
life, serendipity intervenes once we
form an intention to do something.
He learned about Indigenous plant
medicine ceremonies in Peru and
used his savings to travel there and
experience one firsthand.

“During that ceremony, the
message I received was that I need
to create art. It was something that
was important to me but I'd put
off to do, quote, more important
things. That was around 2010. So I
started focusing more on art, getting
materials.”

Prior to 2010, White had only
occasionally found time to draw or
paint but now he began devoting
himself to learning and practice. In
a Victoria bookstore he discovered
Oakland, by California watercolour
artist Stephanie Law, who publishes
how-to books on art technique.
Law’s paintings combine nature and
fantasy themes, an influence clearly
evident in White’s work. “She broke
it down from the initial concept
of the piece and early pencil work
through the different layers of paint
and the result was this masterwork.
But she made it seem doable. Then I
went into the bookstore and got her
next book and went through all the
lessons.” Other contemporary artists
he draws inspiration from include
Miles Johnson and Peer Mohrbacher,
whose work has a surrealist edge.

Unfortunately, earning a living
from art is no easy path. White
realized he’d need some practical
skills to pay the bills, so he completed
a two-year course to qualify as a
physical rehabilitation assistant,
working with occupational and
physical therapists. “I could have

‘Ponderosa Pine’ by Greg White. Image courtesy of the artist.

gone down either path and I find
enjoyment in both, working as a
rehab assistant with seniors or stroke
patients or helping teach someone
how to walk again after a knee
replacement. I love doing that and
I find a lot of satisfaction out of that
work.” But by the time the pandemic
was declared in 2020, White decided
it was time to focus full-time on his
art career. Ironically, he found his
newly chosen career as an artist too
isolating at times, with all the alone
time it requires.

“When I was working as a rehab
assistant, I was with people every
day, having great interactions with
them and at the end of the day I knew
I was doing something really helpful
and powerful for me too. That was
one of the biggest struggles I had
after leaving that job.”

Still, he doesn’t regret taking the
leap. And just as with his amazing
images, he values connection with
others more than the remoteness of
digital culture.

“It takes a little bit of courage to
share your work and put it out there.
But doing these shows and being in
peoples’ faces and talking to them
fills me up in a way that just making
a sale online doesn’t. When I sell a
book or a deck of cards or a print
online, I'm very grateful someone
wanted to spend their money on my
work. But when I don’t see their face,
there isn’t that connection. Whereas
when I'm at a show or a market, I
get to see them and hear their kind
words about my work and how it’s
important to them.”

White’s artwork can be viewed
and ordered at www.gregorywhite.
ca or at his Instagram account

“gregorykwhite.” He’s raising funds

oracle cards. To check out the project

on Kickstarter for a new deck of  go to his website.
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Water monitoring equipment installed in Slocan Valley waterways

by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Slocan Valley residents will soon
be able to easily check on their local
water sources now that Living Lakes
has completed the installation of
new water monitoring equipment on
several local creeks and lakes.

The data will be available on the
Columbia Basin Water Hub website
this spring.

This represents the completion
of water monitoring installations in
three pilot areas: the mid-Columbia
Kootenay, the Columbia-Kootenay
Headwaters and the Elk River Valley.
Living Lakes released a full report
of the implementation in December.

“Building a comprehensive
understanding of the hydrology of
these streams will inform watershed
stewardship and climate adaptation
decisions made by local stewardship
groups and municipal, regional,
First Nations governments and the
Province,” says Paige Thurston,
program manager for the Columbia
Basin Water Monitoring Framework.

In2023,LLC plans on expanding
even further into the Kootenay
Boundary area and East Kootenays.
Public engagement webinars will
be held in February and March to
help the organization understand
which water sources are a priority
for monitoring in those areas.

New monitoring equipment
in Slocan Valley includes lake
level measuring tools in Slocan
and Summit Lakes, streamflow
monitoring stations on Wolverton,
Dumont, Silverton, Fitzstubbs and
Upper Wilson Creeks, biomonitoring
stations at Silverton and Lemon
Creeks and a climate monitoring

station in the Valhalla range
measuring wind, precipitation,
temperature and snow depth.

“The data from this program will
be used to support modelling and
analysis to understand how climate
change is impacting water supply in
the Columbia Basin,” says Thurston.

The sites were chosen in
consultation with local stewardship
groups, governmental organizations
and First Nations representatives to
identify the most important water
sources in the Valley.

“Many of the streams being
monitored in the Slocan Valley
and surrounding areas were chosen
because they were identified by the
local community as important and/
or vulnerable sources of drinking
water, or as valuable fish habitat,”
says Thurston.

The actual work of installing
equipment and collecting data is
done with the support of volunteers.
Living Lakes held hydrometric
monitoring workshops in Winlaw
this past September and hope to host
more in 2023.

Thurston made clear that the
project is ongoing and evolving,
welcoming input from the community
on water monitoring priorities.

Data will be available to the
public once the hydrology team
from Living Lakes has a chance to
review it.

The public can then log onto the
Columbia Basin Water Hub site, find
the local creek or lake they want to
check out, and click to see things
like flow, water level, temperature
or other measurements. There will be
visualization tools to generate graphs
helping interpret the information.

Briefings by hydrologists will also
be available to help explain the data.
The Columbia Basin Water

Monitoring Framework Pilot
Implementation Report is available
at livinglakescanada.ca, as are links
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to attend future public engagement
webinars. The data will be available
at data.cbwaterhub.ca.

Thrift Store fashion takes the runway at Kaslo Legion Hall

by Cassandra Morrison

On Saturday February 4, the
Legion Hall in downtown Kaslo
was transformed into a catwalk for
a one-of-a-kind fashion show. The
event was hosted by the Victorian
Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society
(VHKAS) thrift store, known and
loved for its by-donation pricing
model and a unique collection of
gently used items donated by the
community.

Models of all ages walked the
runway, showcasing their outfits
made entirely from items found at the
thrift store and styled by volunteer
Jacqueline Gillis with help from
Emily Maki. From trendy apres-ski
styles to bold faux animal prints,
the creativity and individuality of
each look the models presented
entertained a lively crowd.

Patrick Hartnett provided live
music on his guitar, before and
during the show, while MC for the
event, Lynn Van Deurson shared her
entertaining and often humorous
commentary on each outfit. The
Kaslo Legion Ladies Auxiliary
supplied a beautiful and delicious
English Tea lunch of finger foods,
which had everyone raving and
going back for more.

The afternoon served as a
reminder of the amazing things our
community can do when we come
together to support a local cause.
Not only does buying second hand
reduce waste, it also benefits the
environment by keeping fast-fashion

PHOTO CREDIT: CASSANDRA MORRISON

out of our landfills. Second-hand
clothing can also be a budget-
friendly option for those who want to
look stylish but not break the bank.

Many attendees expressed how
impressed they were by the variety
of outfits the models wore, and
how much fun it was to see certain
vintage pieces styled in new and
interesting ways.

In addition to the fashion show,
the thrift store also held a silent
auction during the event, managed
by Yvonne Weintz, which offered
an array of vintage and antique
items. Showcase tables provided a
wide selection of antique jewellery,
appraised by Lucia del Santos
and other treasures for purchase.
Door prizes announced throughout
the show totaled over $1,000 in
merchandise and gift certificates
donated by local Kaslo businesses.

One of the organizers of the
event, Kate O’Keefe was thrilled
with the turnout and the positive
response from the community.

“We had a few [fashion shows]
pre-COVID, and this was by far the
best attended and most profitable,”
she told the Valley Voice. She hopes
that the VHKAS thrift store will host
a community fashion show every
two years.

With the help of volunteers, who
worked tirelessly to bring the show
to life, the thrift store fashion show
was a tremendous success, bringing
in over $1,300 in just a few short
hours.

The money raised during
the event, and at the thrift store
throughout the year will go towards
purchasing needed supplies and
equipment for the hospital and
improving the lives of long-term
care residents in the community.
Area community members can
continue to support the VHKAS
by buying a $10 membership to
the society, as well as donating,
shopping or volunteering at the thrift
store. Please call 250-353-1037 to
support the cause.

The Legion Hall in Kaslo turned into the catwalk on Saturday afternoon.
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First Slocan Winter Carnival a huge success

by Art Joyce

It was the classic family-friendly
winter event — kids building snow
castles, parents and kids lined up
20-deep to whisk down the ice slide,
dogs chasing sticks, music, food,
crafts and raffle draws. Hundreds
of people turned wintry Expo Park
in Slocan into a festival atmosphere
the afternoon of February 4 for
the first of what is hoped to be an
annual Slocan Winter Carnival.
The weather was too warm for
ice sculptures but sculptor Peter

Vogelaar kept families happy with
his ice slide. Organizer Lisa Parente,
anew resident of the Slocan Valley
since 2017, worked with volunteers
for weeks on the event, which she
sees as a community-building
initiative. Parente lived most of her
life in Montreal and was brought
to the valley by a friend. It wasn’t
long after she decided this was the
place to be.

“During the concerts in the park
last summer, I had this vision of
having accessible wellness retreats

and community events,” she says.
“While I was living in Montreal,
I attended wellness retreats but
I realized that if I had to charge
everyone, it would be too much for
people. So instead, I want to use the
pay-as-you-can model.”

There were no admittance fees
for Slocan Winter Carnival, and
vendors seemed to be doing a
booming business. There were
regular draws for a wide variety
of products and services donated
by businesses and the Winlaw
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The kids' ice slide proved the most popular feature of the first annual Slocan Winter Carnival with parents and kids joining in.
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This mother and son enjoyed one of the snow castles created for Slocan Winter Carnival in Slocan’s Expo Park.

New Denver’s Spark in Dark Festival continues to delight

Elementary School offered raffle
tickets for a $2,500 prize, with
proceeds going to art supplies and
funding for extracurricular events
such as school field trips and a
theatre program coordinated by
local actor and parent Marya Bee.

Another component of the
carnival was a tent with interviews
and artworks based on local
history, featuring the Sinixt and
Slocan Valley residents such as
Happi and Ellie of Winlaw, whom
some see as characteristic of laid-
back valley people. The tent also
featured the impressive work of
woodworker Elvis Rainville, who
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builds laminated cutting boards,
spatulas, boot jacks and other items
made entirely from wood reclaimed
from broken chairs, bits of flooring
and pallets. Another table featured
art prints for sale to raise money
for protestors arrested on the
Argenta Face logging blockade.
Autonomous Sinixt leader Marilyn
James spoke briefly to welcome
visitors to their traditional territory
and warn the audience to be
wary of supporting tribal groups
engaging in logging and mining
ventures. Musicians kept audiences
entertained throughout the afternoon
at the Expo Park gazebo.

Golden
Retriever/
Labrador

Retriever X
Puppies available
Feb 13th

250-266-5777

FB Dakota and
Fisher

SERVICE CHANGE NOTICE

Due to critical staffing challenges in the region Nakusp Pharmachoice will have
to reduce pharmacy services on Saturdays for the immediate future.

Starting on Saturday January 21st 2023 there will be no prescription services
available on Saturdays only.

Full pharmacy services will be available Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.
Please ensure your prescription is ordered and picked up during our regular
pharmacy service hours Monday to Friday 9AM - 5:30 PM.

Nakusp Pharmachoice will be open on Saturdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Front shop
items will continue to be available however some over-the-counter medications
(Most cough and cold products, gravol, codeine products, Antihistamines, muscle
relaxants and plan B) will not be available to purchase because there is no
pharmacist on duty.

We are working very hard to fill this pharmacist vacancy and are extremely sorry
for any inconvenience this loss in service will cause our customers, patients,
health care providers and our community.

Thank you for your ongoing consideration, understanding and support.

LUNCH CLOSURE CHANGE NOTICE

Starting January 21st we will be changing our lunch closure to 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM
This should allow more customers to shop Nakusp Pharmachoice during their
lunch hour. Please call one of your Nakusp Pharmachoice team members (ph.
250-265-2228) if you have any questions or concerns.
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New Denver's second Spark in the Dark Lantern Festival on January 28 was another dazzling success. The parade wound through Kohan
Garden, which was it up with Christmas lights, then around the Paviliion long-term care home so residents could see, and over the bridge to the
Bosun Hall for music and refreshments. Winners in the adult category were: Large Jellyfish by Tamara Smith, Salamander by Lora Visser and
friends, and Wasp Nest Outfit by Daniel Hellyer. Winners in the children’s category were: Erica Spink, Devyn James, Jadon and Levi.
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Argenta man reels in dozens of Kootenay Lake trout, wins $1,000 prize

submitted

The next time Carl Johnson’s
grandchildren come to town, there
will be plenty of new gear to take
fishing after the Argenta retiree
reeled in $1,000 in prizes from the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program.

With a little help from his
grandchildren, Carl has caught “50
or 60 trout” this season.

“Whenever they come up from
Vancouver, they always say, ‘let’s
go fishing’ — and it’s still a thrill for
them to come home and eat what
they caught,” said Johnson, a former
government employee. “It gives us
some entertainment away from the
computer, t00.”

Johnson goes out two to three
times a week when the weather
allows for fly-fishing from his 12-foot
aluminum boat. His grandchildren
usually troll.

“I’'m teaching them fly-fishing,
but they are still learning so we just
make sure to reel the fish in carefully
because they can be bigger fish with
pretty light tackle,” he said. “The
bigger fish do have kokanee inside
them, so I like to think the program
is doing some good.”

The Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program is a citizen-driven
initiative intended to reduce the over-
abundance of rainbow and bull trout
in the lake and promote the recovery
of their main prey, the endangered
kokanee salmon. Anglers harvest
rainbow and bull trout in the main
body of Kootenay Lake and then
drop off the heads at local depots
to enter a monthly draw for a prize
worth $1,000.

“The prize is just a nice bonus,

like, welcome to the New Year,” he
added. “Eventually I’d like to get
back to catching kokanee, but for
now we have to let them all go.”

Johnson will redeem his two
$500 certificates at Gill & Gift in
Balfour and Main Jet Motorsports
in Nelson.

“I’ll get some new fishing
supplies at Gill & Gift to support
them, since that’s where I've taken
all my heads to enter,” said Johnson.

In addition to the monthly prizes,
this year’s grand prizes include a
2022 Ford F-150, with the off-road
Tremor package, from Nelson Ford
and the recently awarded 2022
Polaris side-by-side.

To enter, anglers must bring
an intact fish head (or full fish for
Woodbury tissue sample) to one of
four return depots: Balfour Gill &
Gift Gas Station, Woodbury Resort,
Crawford Bay Market, or Wynndel
Foods & Outdoor Gear.

Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program is managed by the local
West Arm Outdoors Club with
support from BC Wildlife Federation,
Freshwater Fisheries Society of
BC, Habitat Conservation Trust
Foundation, Ministry of Forests and
several local merchants from around
Kootenay Lake.

The ministry urges anglers
to continue to participate in this
program and harvest all of their catch
within daily quota limits to support
the recovery of Kootenay Lake’s
kokanee salmon.

More information on the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program: https://bcwf.bc.ca/
kootenay-lake-angler-incentive-
program/

The Valley Voice February 9, 2023

Argenta resident Carl Johnson is the most recent winner of the Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program’s monthly prize.

Floral studio opens in Appledale

by Jan McMurray

A full-service floral studio has
recently opened in Appledale.

Aster and Bliss Floral Studio is
located in owner Rebecca Scheller’s
home on a 70-acre heritage farm.

“Being located on the farm gives me
access to natural products for wreaths,
fillers and natural greens in every
season,” she says.

Scheller offers full-service florist
services, including bouquets and

arrangements for everyday occasions,
full-service weddings and funeral,
memorials and celebrations of life. “My
goal is to ensure flowers add warmth,
comfort and joy to your day regardless
of how big or small the occasion.”

One of Scheller’s goals is to reduce
impact to the environment. She will
grow some of her own flowers and buy
stock from other local flower farms.
“My mission is to use as many local and
regional blooms each season as possible
— and, to use reusable containers, not
plastic ones, for arrangements.”

Scheller was raised in a family
that focused on their home and loved
their gardens. She learned a lot from
her parents, and then ran her own
landscaping business, which focused on
specialty perennial gardens at high-end
properties. “This was the foundation
for my love of flowers and comfortable
outdoor living spaces that focus on
texture, colour and beautiful blooms,”
she said. “When I began looking at
reinventing myself several years ago,

I realized my eye for design and love
of flowers are the perfect focus for a
creative lifestyle as a florist.”

Scheller studied floristry with the
Canadian Institute of Floral Design in
Toronto, where she says she gained
a solid foundation in formal flower
selection, care and design principles. “T
am very prepared to offer professional
products and unique designs to my
customers,” she said.

She moved to the Kootenays in
2004 and worked as a public servant
in the region for nearly 20 years. Prior,
she had been living in the Lake Tahoe
region of California and Nevada. “Like
so many, I moved here to be closer to an
outdoor lifestyle and part of a closely
knit community that was open-minded
and creative. I call the Slocan Valley my
home and look forward to digging my
roots in deeper with the establishment
of Aster and Bliss Floral Studio. Please
reach out and connect to discuss how I
can help you add a pop of colour and
feeling to your next occasion.”

Rebecca Scheller has recently opened Aster and Bliss Floral Studio in Appledale.
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by Margaret Scaia, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The agenda was packed and the
meeting went on for three hours on
January 24. Council went through
two important draft documents
line by line — the Code of Conduct
and the Council Procedures Bylaw
— and discussed an Indigenous
land acknowledgement, the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Partnership, and a Facebook page
for New Denver, among other
things.

This was a Committee of the
Whole (COW) meeting, where no
decisions are made. COW meetings
provide an opportunity for in-depth
discussion and for council to make
recommendations to be considered
at a regular council meeting.

New Denver has regular council
meetings on the second Tuesday
and COW meetings on the fourth
Tuesday of each month.

‘Air Optics’ internet

Columbia Wireless owner Ben
Leslie was scheduled to make a
presentation, but did not show.
His letter to council explains that
he wants to provide New Denver
residents with ‘Air Optics’ — a
wireless high-speed internet service
using a signal from the new fibre-
optic cable, located in the lake. He
asks to use 20-40 Village-owned
light poles to mount small electrical
repeaters.

As the Village does not own
many light poles, the CAO sent
Leslie a map with eight Village-
owned buildings and facilities,
which are potential locations for
the repeaters.

Slocan Valley Economic
Development

Council was asked to discuss
renewing their commitment to
the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership. Although
funding for the initiative has dried
up, the Village of Slocan has
submitted a funding application
to continue the program. Funding
decisions are expected by March 31.

The majority of councillors
expressed the desire to remain in
the partnership, but there were
concerns about possibly being asked
to contribute tax dollars if funding
applications are not successful.

Since 2017, the Villages of New
Denver, Silverton, Slocan and Area
H have been working together in
this partnership, which is essentially
a working group of the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission (SVEDC). The
SVDEC is a commission of the
RDCK that has existed for several
years. The partnership created an
economic development strategic
plan in 2017, updated the plan in
2022, hired a coordinator (Ron
Leblanc) in 2018, and hired a small
business advisor (Karen Kornelsen)
in 2021. The initiative resulted
in many accomplishments across
several economic sectors, and
support for individual businesses
and organizations.

Code of Conduct
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New Denver council, January 24: Code of Conduct & Council Procedures

The CAO presented a draft
Council Code of Conduct, now
a legal requirement for local
governments. The purpose of the
policy is “to set expectations for
members of council in carrying out
their duties and responsibilities.”

Most of the discussion centred
around dealing with complaints,
covered in the ‘Compliance and
Enforcement’ section (Part M) of the
document. Councillors Hammond
and Law asked that the wording be
changed to make it clear that the
public can voice concerns about
council.

Councillor Hammond also
asked for more emphasis on a
values statement at the beginning
of the document. Councillor Moss
suggested that a statement be made
at the beginning of each meeting that
acknowledges the Code of Conduct.
All councillors agreed that a copy of
the code, when finalized, should be
signed by all council members and
posted on the Village website.

CAO Lisa Scott will make the
changes requested, and will provide
council with a second draft of the
Code of Conduct for further input.
Council Procedure
Bylaw

A draft Council Procedure
Bylaw was presented for a first
review. This bylaw sets out the
rules of procedure for council and
committee meetings.

The sections regarding the
order of proceedings (section 3.4)
and public participation (section
3.7) were discussed at length.
Councillors Hammond and Law
opened the discussion about
where the public comment and
question period should appear
on the agenda of regular council
meetings. Currently, it appears at
the beginning of the meeting, just
before ‘correspondence,’ and the
public can’t ask questions or make
comments about the correspondence
until it has been officially received
by council. The suggestion was to
move the public period down to
below ‘correspondence.’

The bylaw stipulates that public
comments must be about agenda
items only. CAO Scott explained that
public question and comment period
is an opportunity for the public to
provide council with their opinion or
observations or to seek clarification
about an item on the agenda. She
said that if a member of the public
has a specific question that requires
a detailed answer, they are usually
advised that staff will respond at
some point after the meeting.

The first draft of the bylaw states
the public question and comment
period will be 15 minutes in total,
with a three-minute limit per person.
It was suggested that the per-person
limit be extended to 10 minutes.

Council asked for removal of
the clause stating that question and
comment period will be suspended
for six months prior to an election.

There was a lengthy discussion
about opening council meetings
to the public electronically. “We
need to consider accessibility as an

overarching principle,” Councillor
Law said. Councillors Hammond
and Law pointed out that many other
municipalities, including Silverton,
Slocan, Nakusp and Kaslo, facilitate
public attendance via electronic
platforms such as Zoom, Webex
and Teams.

Mayor Casley and Councillors
Moss and Fyke and CAO Scott
indicated that they did not oppose
this change but expressed concerns
about the cost of staff time to set up
the technology and monitor public
presence. Mayor Casley said there
would have to be rules to address
issues such as the public arriving
on time, background noise, the
presentations of delegations, and
how to facilitate interaction between
the public and council. Councillor
Hammond responded by asking if
livestreaming the meeting, without
the opportunity for participation
from the public watching, would
be a way to address these concerns.

Heather Fox, who ran for mayor
in the recent election, attended
the meeting and submitted a letter
requesting online access to council
meetings. She said online meetings
makes it easier for people to attend
regardless of weather, health status or
mobility; makes it easier for people
to participate in Village affairs; and
removes space limitations in council
chambers when a large number of
people want to attend.

CAO Scott said, “We can
investigate this — for example,
livestreaming. We can add that to
the next draft.”

Since council has been using
‘All-Net,” council members vote
electronically, and the votes are
on display on a screen in council
chambers. Councillor Hammond
observed that a couple of members
of the public had said they couldn’t

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

see the screen, so they knew neither
the outcome of the vote nor how each
councillor had voted. The consensus
was that this topic requires further
discussion.

“The next draft will come to the
next COW and be available to the
public before being passed,” CAO
Scott said.

* Councillor Hammond
suggested a Facebook page for the
Village, to be used as a public notice
posting place. Although the CAO
said she’d been advised at workshops
not to have a Facebook page, she
said this might be worthwhile if there
were a way to eliminate or control
the comments feature.

* An Indigenous land
acknowledgement at the beginning
of council meetings was requested
by Councillor Hammond. There
were concerns about the wording,
as there are claims to the valley
from several Indigenous groups. The
CAO will bring the wording of the
RDCK’s acknowledgement, which
is quite general, to the next council
meeting for consideration.

SmMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815, 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Seeking an accurate picture of adverse vaccine reactions

by Art Joyce

Do you know a family member,
friend or neighbour who suffered
adverse reactions to COVID-19
vaccines? Then there are concerned
physicians and healthcare advocates
who want to hear from you.

Through the efforts of Dr. Charles
Hoffe, Dr. Stephen Malthouse and
many others volunteering their time,
a Canadian website, vaxxtracker.com,
has been established to collect data
directly from people suffering adverse
events (AEs) in reaction to coronavirus
vaccines. In addition, US-based
researchers Igor Chudov and Steve
Kirsch are using their considerable
online followings to reach out for
AE reports from the public. Both can
be reached through their Substack
newsletters. They are particularly
interested in reports of those who
“died suddenly” after vaccination.
Former Wall Street investment advisor
Edward Dowd testified in Washington
that, based on insurance actuarial data,
there was a 40% excess mortality rate
in 2021 among people aged 25-64 —an
unprecedented increase.

Department of Microbiology,
Infectious diseases and Immunology
at Québec’s Université Laval recently
reported that, contrary to both
government and media reporting,
“The relative prevalence of side effects
following COVID-19 vaccination is
largely underestimated and does not
correspond to reality.” These findings
were published in the International
Journal of Vaccine Theory, Practice,
and Research. Another study published
in BMC Infectious Diseases concluded
that “the total number of fatalities due
to COVID-19 inoculation may be as
high as 278,000,” and therefore, “the
available governmental data should
be further investigated.” Based on his
surveys, Steve Kirsch estimates this
figure could be as high as 500,000 in
the US alone.

A non-governmental national
database, the Canadian Adverse Event
Reporting System (CAERS), is still
in the process of building an accurate
picture of just how many people
in Canada have suffered adverse
reactions. The equivalent American
database, the Vaccine Adverse Events

Dr. Patrick Provost of the Reporting System (VAERS), has

W.E. Graham Community
School Registration 2023/2024

Supporting your local community school is a great way to contribute to the
building of a healthy and sustainable community in Slocan. There are many
benefits of supporting your local school.

1. Strong schools attract families and businesses boosting the local
economy and driving population growth.

2. Families build more and better relationships with other families in
their community, building neighborhood cohesion and trust.

3. When students attend a school near their home, families can more
easily connect with teachers and contribute as school volunteers and
leaders.

4. More and more, schools are functioning like community centers,
offering opportunities that build the health and wellbeing of residents
nearby.

Great things are happening at W.E.Graham Community School. We are
now accepting registrations for all students in grades Kindergarten through 10.
W.E. Graham endeavours to engage students through a wide variety of outdoor
and experiential opportunities.

Primary Outdoor Program (POP): spends at least two afternoons a
week exploring the local environment and is actively involved in the use of
develop of the outdoor classroom area on the Slocan River. You may have seen
them out in the community with their fancy backpacks! It’s time to register
for Kindergarten now!

Our Intermediate Class (WILD): is a multi-aged community focused
classroom that is based on character and leadership development. This class
calls themselves WILD (Wilderness Intermediate Leadership Development)!

Outdoor Environmental Leadership Program (OELP) Grades 7 -8’s
have the opportunity in which to combine experiential activities, electives,
and core academics to create a program that fosters leadership, resilience,
self-confidence, and awareness of the outdoors. The program offers, cooking,
photography, wood working, robotics, art, and many day trips and a few
overnight trips.

The Valhalla Wilderness Program (VWP) is a one-of-a-kind junior
(Grade 9 and 10 only) wilderness program that has achieved an international
reputation for excellence. This program focuses on creating a learning
experience which involves backcountry skiing, mountain biking, hiking and
canoeing. Students receive certificates in avalanche awareness as well as first
aid. This program involves 5 to 6 extended out trips as well as day trips every
Friday. In conjunction with the outdoor experience, the students are also in
class for a regular selection of academic classes and integrated curriculum
experiences. Spaces in this program are limited and an application process is
required in addition to a regular registration form. If you are not in the W.E.
Graham catchment area, it is important that you complete a school transfer
very soon.

We will be hosting a Kindergarten Orientation in June. Check in with the
school for date.

If you have any question regarding our school or the programs, please
contact principal, Mike Hurley at 250-355-2212 or mike.hurley@sd8.bc ca.
Check our website at weg.sd8.bc.ca and you can find more information and
registration and transfer forms there.

been shown in studies to capture as
little as 1% of estimated actual cases.
The problem is that both systems
are voluntary, not compulsory, for
physicians. In addition, Canadian
doctors such as Dr. Hoffe have
described the reporting requirements
as self-defeating, especially for
overworked physicians already hard
pressed for time. Some doctors,
including Dr. Hoffe and Ontario
physician Dr. Patrick Phillips, were
punished by their medical colleges
for reporting AEs from COVID-19
injections.

The Canadian government
continues to claim that adverse
reactions to the vaccines are “one
in a million,” but this figure is
vastly underestimated. According to
CAERS, reported AEs affect every
age category, but are highest in prime
working-age people aged ages 30-39
(17.5%) and 40-49 (25.6% of reports),
followed by ages 50-59 (22.9%), and
60-69 (15.2%). CAERS reports that
over 97% of those reporting AEs
“had significant enough reactions or
concerns that they made contact with a
physician,” with 33% requiring urgent
care. The vast majority of reported AEs
became chronic conditions (73%).

The CBC recently reported that
Canada’s Vaccine Injury Support
Program has already paid out $2.8
million in compensation to those
disabled by the coronavirus vaccines.
That only covers 50 individuals
suffering permanent disabilities
such as paralysis and Guillain-Barré
Syndrome. More than 1,200 claims
are still under review.

According to the Open VAERS
website, as of January 13,2023, there
were 1.5 million reports of AEs filed
in the US. This includes 33,746 deaths,
189,384 hospitalizations and 144,049
patients who required urgent care
following vaccination. There were
62,253 recorded as “permanently
disabled,” with 16,221 cases of
myocarditis, 16,626 cases of Bell’s
Palsy, 18,626 heart attacks and nearly
5,000 miscarriages among pregnant
women. Multiply these figures by a

factor of at least 100 to compensate
for the under-reporting factor to get a
sense of the true picture. Contrast this
with the 1976 Swine flu vaccination
campaign in the US, when the vaccine
was pulled after reports of only 500
cases nationwide of Guillain-Barré
Syndrome and 25 deaths. Vaxxtracker.
com is adding its own Canadian data
to the VAERS figures, driving the
numbers even higher. Since its launch
last October, it has received 22,398
reports in December and nearly 10,000
in January.

Yet both Health Canada and the
US Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) continue to insist
the vaccines are “safe and effective
and severe reactions after vaccination
are rare.”

This is contrary to the recently
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completed analysis of thousands of
pages of Pfizer clinical trial documents
completed by Dr. Naomi Wolf’s team
headed by Amy Kelly. The Pfizer
documents were released by court
order when Pfizer tried to have the
data sealed for 75 years. Numerous
peer-reviewed studies now show that
the coronavirus vaccines actually
suppress the immune system, leading
to resurgence of other diseases.

According to the best available
scientific data, COVID-19 has only a
0.0003% Infection Fatality Rate (IFR)
for those aged 0-19, 0.01% among
those 30-39, and only 0.5% even for
those in the highest risk category, ages
60-69 and beyond. COVID-19 IFR
rises with age but even at its worst has
not proven statistically worse than an
average flu season.

New forestry program will expand
manufacturing, create jobs

submitted

Wood product manufacturers
throughout the province will benefit
from a new program to provide
dedicated access to timber and
accelerate the growth of value-
added manufacturing, supporting
innovation and creating jobs.

For the first time, small
and medium-sized secondary
manufacturers will have a dedicated
fibre supply under a new licensing
program. The BC Timber Sales
(BCTS) Value-Added Manufacturing
Program will be open to facilities
producing high-value products, such
as mass timber, plywood, veneer,
panelling and flooring.

“Our government’s vision is
to build a stronger, more resilient
forestry industry through more
value-added manufacturing,” said
Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests.
“British Columbians expect that we
get the most value from our forests
and create more jobs for every
tree harvested. That’s why we are
taking action to ensure innovative,
secondary manufacturers have access
to the timber they need to invest and

grow their operations.”

Value-added wood products
are increasingly in demand as
alternatives to carbon-intensive
construction products such as
cement. This growing demand has
resulted in steady job growth and
market expansion and by providing
greater certainty of long-term timber
supply the new BCTS Program will
accelerate further expansion.

The program will be restricted
to facilities that have minimal or no
forestry tenure and will require that
facilities be accredited as a value-
added, secondary manufacturer.
Initially, BCTS will dedicate 10%
of its available timber supply to the
program for licensees to bid on. More
volume is expected in the future.

“As we continue taking strides
to get more jobs from our forests,
ensuring value-added wood
manufacturers have a dedicated
fibre supply is crucial to our work
to building a clean and inclusive
economy that works for everyone,”
said Brenda Bailey, Minister of
Jobs, Economic Development and
Innovation. “This initiative builds
on our new BC Manufacturing Jobs
Fund, which will invest up to $90
million in companies that create
new jobs for people by investing in
high-value projects, with a focus on
communities dependent on forestry.”

Value-added manufacturers
prove that BC’s forestry industry
can get more value and create more
jobs for every tree harvested. While
overall harvest levels in the forest
industry have decreased over the past
decade, employment in the value-
added sector has grown steadily
— by approximately 35% — since
2012. Value-added facilities have
also better withstood global market
volatility, helping to build a more
resilient forest sector.

The new BCTS Program supports
other recent initiatives from the
Province, such as the $90 million
BC Manufacturing Jobs Fund to
support capital investments in the
value-added sector, and changes to
strengthen the Manufactured Forest
Product Regulation to limit exports of
raw log and unmanufactured lumber.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Nakusp Village councillors
barely got time to warm up their
council seats before the meeting
ended on January 23. From opening
gavel to closing, the session only
lasted about 20 minutes.
Public engagement
sessions

Council agreed to host two
public engagement sessions this
year in efforts to enhance village
communications. The first will be
held in March and will be a public
review of the zoning bylaw. The
second, in April, will be a café-style
event covering several topics and the
general vision for the community.
Patricia Dehnel will attend to discuss
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Nakusp council, January 23: Public engagement sessions coming in the spring

the active transportation plan she is
developing for the Nakusp and Area
Bike Society.

Code of Conduct

You can expect your Village
councillors to be on their best
behaviour now they’ve signed the
Council Code of Conduct. The
code sets the principles that local
politicians have to adhere to when
conducting public business — to
carry out their duties with integrity,
to recognize they are accountable
for their decisions, be respectful,, and
show leadership and collaborative
skills.

“It should be pointed out that
the policy goes even further than the
guiding principles required by the
Province, and spells out specific areas

BC Hydro’s electric vehicle

submitted

Anew BC Hydro electric vehicle
fast charging site is now operational
in Fauquier. This new location adds
to the company’s growing network
of more than 130 public fast chargers
in BC.

“Adding a site in Fauquier was
an important part of expanding
the fast-charging network in the
BC Interior and brings us closer
to reaching our CleanBC goal of
completing BC’s Electric Highway,”
says Josie Osborne, Minister of
Energy, Mines and Low Carbon
Innovation.

The Fauquier site opened
on February 2 and is located on
Highway 6 at the Fauquier ferry
landing. It includes two 25-kilowatt
charging units. Each unit can add 25
kilometres of driving to an average
electric vehicle in about 10 minutes.

“This charge site in Fauquier
will support electric vehicle tourism

in the West Kootenay region,” says
Katrine Conroy, MLA for Kootenay
West. “The site is convenient for
drivers using the Needles ferry
across Lower Arrow Lake.”
Transportation accounts for about
40% of greenhouse gas emissions in
BC. In September 2021, BC Hydro
revealed its Electrification Plan, with
initiatives to encourage BC residents,
businesses and industries to switch to
hydroelectricity from fossil fuels to
help reduce carbon emissions. The
plan encourages switching from
gas-powered cars to electric vehicles.
“As the primary fuel supplier
for electric vehicles, we are building
out charging infrastructure to ensure
we can accommodate the volume
and variety of electric vehicles that
will be on BC roads in the coming
years,” says Chris O’Riley, President
and CEO of BC Hydro. “BC Hydro
will have 325 charging units in its
network at 145 sites by the end of

for a clear understanding of what
is expected of a municipal elected
official,” notes a report from staff.
Councillors were already
working under the Code’s guidelines,
and council didn’t feel the need
to amend or review the existing
document. They passed a motion to
continue to adhere to it, and were to
sign a document to that effect after
the meeting.
NACFOR appointment
Council voted to appoint Jennifer
Erlendson to the board of the Nakusp
and Area Community Forest. She
will fill an empty seat on the board
as a result of Aidan McLaren-Caux
resigning effective January 17.
NACFOR had recently asked the
Village to increase the number of

directors to nine, but has withdrawn
the request. The board remains with
seven seats.

WildSafeBC survey

results received

A survey about community
bear interaction was circulated last
year, and 41 people from Nakusp
responded. The results of the survey
were received by council at this
meeting. In 2022, there were fewer
reports of conflicts with wildlife
than average in Nakusp, but higher
than average reports elsewhere in the
region. The majority of respondents
said they like having bears in the
area, but over half of these expressed
concern about safety/conflicts. Most
felt strongly that bears are important
for keeping the natural ecosystem

in balance, for future generations to
enjoy, and for their cultural value.
They also strongly support Nakusp
getting Bear Smart status. Fruit trees
continue to be the most common
attractant. “The use of electric
fencing for fruit tree management
could be further enhanced and
promoted in Nakusp, and working
with local hardware stores to stock
these supplies may help reduce the
barriers felt by some,” the report’s
summary states.

e Fire Chief Terry Warren
submitted his 2022 report. The
department responded to 133
incidents and participated in many
training sessions, meetings, and
Fire Prevention Week events at the
elementary school.

fast charging site operational in Fauquier

2025
BC Hydro’s provincewide

includes 139 charging units at 83
sites in communities throughout

Denver. The chargers are funded in
a partnership with the Province of

fast charging network currently BC, including Nakusp and New BC and Natural Resources Canada.

The Fauquier ferry landing now has two EV fast charging stations.

A $5,214.50 contribution is presented to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation (represented by Bob Ruttenberg and Linda Van Immerzeel) by the
NACFOR board of directors (represented by Teresa Weahterhead and Aidan McLaren-Caux) in support of the 2022 Light Up our Hospital Lights’

purchase of |-Stat blood analyzing equipment.

MP Arnold bill advances to

senate

submitted

A federal bill sponsored by Mel
Arnold, Member of Parliament for
North Okanagan-Shuswap, which
includes Edgewood and West Arrow
Park, has advanced to the senate for
the next stage of legislative review.
Bill C-291 was initiated by MP
Arnold last June and proposes to
replace the term “child pornography”
in federal laws with the term “child
sexual abuse and exploitation
material” — an important change
of term that received unanimous
support from all parties in the House
of Commons.

“I was honoured to receive
unanimous support from the House of
Commons to move this important bill
one step closer to implementation,”
said MP Arnold. “The House of
Commons has agreed that words
matter, and this bill is an important
step in strengthening our laws and
how we as a society perceive and
treat sexual offences against and
exploitation of children.”

“I am encouraged by the strong
support this bill received in the
House and will be working to keep
it moving forward through Senate

review towards implementation,”
concluded MP Arnold. “Much
more work is required to increase
protection of children and this bill
is one step that must be followed by
other steps in the fight against sexual
abuse and exploitation of children.”

FOREVER HOME NEEDED
Put “Licorice” on your list if you've been
longing for a sweet kitty to share love
and cuddles with! “Licorice” is a healthy
9-year-old senior kitty and used to atten-
tion and love. To meet “Licorice”, contact
PALS now at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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Kaslo council, January 24: Planning for Kaslo South lands moves ahead

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The Village is moving forward
with planning for residential
development on about 23 acres
of Village-owned land — though
staff anticipate the project will be
“challenging.”

The municipal lands in question
are located south of the Kaslo
River and were identified in the
Kaslo Lands Investment Attraction
Program report as Area 8 (14
acres near Oak Avenue) and Area
9 (nine acres fronting on Balfour
Avenue). Both areas have quality
developable land — but with one big
flaw. Expansion of the municipal
sewer system to this side of the river
is not feasible, so development will
have to be serviced by on-site sewer
systems.

Road access will also be
challenging. The Kaslo Housing
Society holds a long-term lease on
a small parcel within Area 8, and
has found the costs of building road
access prohibitive to an affordable
housing development here.

Both Areas 8 and 9 require
extensive planning before sod is
broken on any new development.
That’s where the provincial

Since 1986
Come see us for Valentine’s
Chocofellar sweets, cards,
and unique gifts.
Open Tuesday through Saturday.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

MEAT
MARKET
& DELI

(* Fresh Meat Cut Daily A
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
¢ Custom Cutting

* Weekly Instore Specials
. J

Rural Residents Attraction Pilot
Project comes in. The project fund
has $250,000 set aside for land
development — though the pot is
shared between Kaslo, New Denver,
Slocan, Silverton, and RDCK Areas
D and H.

“For Kaslo, this is an excellent
opportunity to obtain professional
services in land development
feasibility, planning and engineering,
and how to market this opportunity
to potential investors once we
are ready,” wrote Village Chief
Administrative Officer Ian Dunlop.
“... We have already seen the surge
in real estate that the post-pandemic
new world is bringing to our quiet
corner of the province.”

The work will include an
environmental overview, planning
and zoning report, market study
and valuation report. But CTQ, the
consultants for the Kaslo Lands
Investment project, said the Village
didn’t have to get knee-deep in the
actual development.

“The municipality should leave
the subdivision and servicing, with
conditions, to the buyer/developer,”
said a consultant’s report. “...The
property can be put on the market
with the subdivision plan provided...
subject to conditions, and with
the implied understanding that the
Village will support the buyer/
developer to achieve the subject’s
highest and best use.”

The planning work is expected to
cost about $50,000, and take about
two years.

Library presentation

A delegation from the Kaslo &
District Public Library board came
to ask the Village for help in moving
forward on the planned $4.75 million
library building for the community.

The board told council it’s
determined that the best bet for
funding lies with the federal Green
and Inclusive Building Program
(GIBP). The program’s goal is to
ensure new public buildings are
energy friendly, climate-change
resistant and designed to serve
the widest possible section of the
community.

They can apply for 60% of the
cost — about $2.61 million — leaving
them to raise the remaining $1.74
million.

The board says its estimates show
that if they win all the grants they’re
seeking, they 're still about $450,000
short of the money they need to
complete the project. But they feel
confident they can meet this, given
the enormous community support
shown so far — nearly $600,000 has
been raised, used to buy the property,
repay a Village reserve loan, and get
the initial design work completed.

The group asked the Village to
be the sponsor of the grant to the
GIBP, as the program requires the
building owner to apply for the grant.
(By provincial legislation, the library
board isn’t allowed to own property.)

The delegation also asked the
Village to put up $50,000 in seed
money that can be used to show the
funders there’s serious money behind
the proposal. That would match a
similar donation from the RDCK.

Council directed staff to ook into
the matter further with the library
board and report to council at its
February meeting.

RCMP nix boosting staff

The Village didn’t get far with a
request to the RCMP to either add an
officer to the Kaslo detachment, or
take Balfour out of the detachment’s
coverage area.

Council reps met with RCMP
Deputy Commissioner Dwayne
McDonald and other Mountie brass
at the Union of BC Municipalities
convention last fall to make the
request. It seems McDonald said right
off the bat it wasn’t going to happen.

“We advised during the meeting
that the Kaslo detachment’s workload
does not support an increase in
establishment,” he wrote to
Mayor Suzan Hewat. Later in the
correspondence he said that local
detachment officers have since met
with her to reaffirm they were staffed
sufficiently, and “a formal review will
not be considered at this time.”

“The establishment continues to
be sufficient based on operational
needs with the use of Nelson
Provincial RCMP resources as and
when required,” McDonald added,
saying the local detachment can call
for extra hands during summer peaks
and special events.
Employment benefits

Village councillors voted to have
themselves included in the Village’s
insurance, extended health and dental
plans.

Council approved amending the
council remuneration bylaw to allow
elected officials to be covered under
the municipal benefits package.

“The practice of providing
benefits coverage for elected
officials is becoming increasingly
common and is popular as a means
of encouraging diverse representation
on council and rewarding elected
officials for their service,” notes a
report to council. “Village of Kaslo
has not historically provided benefits
coverage to council members at
the cost of the municipality but,
following adoption of Bylaw 1284,
is able to do s0.”
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It will cost $12,000 to add four
council members to the benefits
package, though staff couldn’t say
during the meeting what the impact of
the benefit would have on local taxes.

In other remuneration news at
the meeting, councillors made final
adoption to tweaks in the councillor
pay bylaw to allow travelling
councillors to attend meetings
electronically without a dock in pay.

Kaslo River bank

remediation

A project to reinforce the Kaslo
River riverbank took another step
forward. Council approved spending
just under $50,000 to purchase
materials — poly bags, industrial
landscape fabric and a kind of mesh
designed to resist erosion. The
speciality materials will be ordered
from a national supplier, while most
of the larger rock, gravel, and fill
can be supplied by the village’s own
gravel pit.

Work on phase one of the project
—which focuses on two section of the
riverbank — will begin this spring.
The total cost of this phase is just
over $320,000.

Family Forest Fun

The Village is again backing an
annual family-friendly event held
at the aerodrome lands in February.
The Winter in the Forest Festival has
been held for about a decade (with a
pandemic break) “in a large clearing
in a beautiful, wooded valley at the
very edge of the municipality,” says
a staff report.

Council has agreed to apply for
a $1,500 grant from BC Recreation
and Parks to support the event. It’s
also provided in-kind assistance
by clearing snow off the festival
grounds.

2022 saw more reports of grizzlies hanging around Kaslo

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The number of grizzlies spotted
around Kaslo more than doubled
last year, while black bear numbers
dropped, says an organization that
works to keep wildlife and humans
apart.

WildSafeBC submitted its 2022
report to Kaslo Village council,
noting that there were 25 black bear
reports in the village and Area D, 11
grizzly sightings, and for the first
time in three years, a cougar. No deer
were reported this season, unlike
previous years.

“In 2022, wildlife activity

reported was somewhat decreased
compared to 2021,” says a report
to council.

WildSafe had a community
coordinator stationed in Kaslo
and Area D from early summer
into the fall, with funding split
between the RDCK and Village. The
coordinator promotes good practices
to reduce human-bear interactions
and develops programs for homes,
local campgrounds and businesses.

However, they say the reason
bears are attracted to Kaslo is well-
known.

“Fruit trees continue to be
a main source of attractants in
the community. These trees draw
wildlife into residential areas,” says
the report. “Bears have been reported
damaging trees and remaining in
people’s yards, which affects the
safety of the neighbourhood.”

Several areas have been identified
as hotspots in the community
and would benefit from increased
education, tree trimming or removal,
and/or fruit-gleaning activities.

The report recommends
to continue efforts, this year’s
coordinator should hold electric fence
demonstrations and workshops, hold
door-to-door campaigns in those
hotspots, and develop strategies to

manage fruit attractants with an eye
to enhancing food security.

Council received the report at
its January 24 council meeting, and
also voted in favour of helping pay
for a WildSafeBC coordinator to
be stationed in the community next
season.

“The Village of Kaslo is working
towards becoming a Bear Smart

community,” notes a staff report.
“The partnership with WildSafeBC
furthers this goal and allows the
Village to assist residents in reducing
conflicts with wildlife in a cost-
effective manner.”

The Village will put up $2,000
of the required $4,000 contribution
from local government, with the
RDCK picking up the rest.

Saturday night tremblor rattles

Kaslo residents

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Some residents of Kaslo felt the
earth move last Saturday night when
a small earthquake rumbled through
the community.

“We felt it and it felt like a car
hit our house,” wrote one resident on
a Kaslo community Facebook page
the evening of February 4.

“Felt it on Front Street,” added
another commenter. “Floor rumbled
and tickled my feet.”

The US Geological Service
said it recorded a 3.9 magnitude
earthquake about 35 kilometres
(20 miles) due east of Kaslo at
Bleak Lake, near Mt. St. Mary.
The tremblor was located about
10 kilometres under the surface of

the earth. It was felt as far away as
Balfour and Kimberley, which was
about the same distance from Kaslo
from the epicentre.

While there are no reports of
damage or injury from the small
tremblor, and many didn’t even
notice, others said it caused their
windows and dishes to rattle around.

“It felt like snow sliding off of
our metal roof, except we have no
snow on it,” said one Facebook post.

“I thought snow was falling from
roof, but then ‘rattling’ shook house
a bit harder than when trucks hit the
hole in [the] pavement in front of our
house,” another post said.

About 110 earthquakes were
recorded in the East Kootenay region
last year.
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compiled by Jan McMurray

School support workers in School
District 8 Kootenay Lake are in
overwhelming support of taking job
action if they can’t reach a fair collective
agreement. Members of CUPE 748,
including more than 400 workers who
provide critical service in over 20
schools in the East and West Kootenays,
voted 98% in favour of job action, such
as astrike, in a vote held in mid-January.

I COMMUNITY N 19
Bargaining continues between SD 8 and CUPE 748

“CUPE 748 members are proud
of the work they do. More than 4,700
students and their families depend on
the services we provide every day in
our schools and communities,” said
Michelle Bennett, a school support
worker and president of CUPE 748
in a press release issued January 24.
“The school district is threatening these
services by demanding concessions
at the bargaining table. CUPE 748

members deserve better.”

The vote, held over five days in
communities served by School District
8, gave the CUPE 748 bargaining
committee a strong mandate to call a
strike or take other job actions with a 72-
hour notice. The local has not set a strike
deadline. CUPE 748 and School District
8 have agreed to continue bargaining
and will be meeting with a mediator in
early February.

SD 8 invites input into strategic plan

submitted

SD 8 is renewing its strategic
plan and wants the public to share
their ideas.

The plan will set the mission,
vision, goals and priorities for the
board of education and staff for the
next five years from 2024 through
2029. The board of education invites
anyone with an interest in education
to share ideas, vote for ideas they

like, ask questions, comment or
complete a survey on their new
engagement site, engage.sd8.bc.ca.

“This is the first strategic
plan our newly elected board of
education will develop together,
and hearing from staff, students,
families, Indigenous partners, other
education partners and communities
is key to making sure we are headed
in the best direction possible for our

SD 8 now designated as Provincial
Online Learning School (POLS)

submitted

School District 8 Kootenay Lake
is now a Provincial Online Learning
School (POLS). This means that in
in 2023-2024, the district will be
able to continue welcoming online
learners locally and from across
BC to its Elev8 DESK and Elev8
Homelinks programs under the new
POLS model.

“T'am very proud that our district
has been designated a Provincial
Online Learning School and that
Elev8 DESK and Homelinks are
recognized as valuable programs for
K-12 online learners in our district
and across the province,” said Chair
of the Board of Education Lenora
Trenaman.

“Currently we have
approximately 600 students enrolled
in online learning in SD 8, and with
this new POLS designation, we
could see that enrolment increase
as students from other districts will

have the opportunity to pursue their
education either in Elev8 DESK or
Homelinks in the next school year,”
said Superintendent Trish Smillie.

Students from SD 8 will also
be able to enrol in online learning
programs at any designated POLS
in BC with the assurance that no
matter which POLS they attend,
they will use a single provincial
online learning platform (learning
management system or LMS) and
that each POLS will follow the same
accountability and quality assurance
process applicable to all provincial
online learning schools.

BC online learning schools offer
province-wide access and support
services for learner needs. Students
will be able to take online courses or
programs no matter where they live.

The way students access online
learning in SD8 won’t change
for 2022-2023 and Elev8 DESK
continues to welcome new students.

Community Services Recovery
Fund application process opens to
support pandemic recovery

submitted

The application process is now
open for a new funding source for
community service organizations.
The Community Services Recovery
Fund is a historic one-time investment
of $400 million.

Community foundations,
including Osprey Community
Foundation and its affiliates the
Slocan Valley Legacy Society, Salmo
Valley Fund and the Community
Fund of North Kootenay Lake, are
managing the application process
alongside the Canadian Red Cross
and local United Ways.

The fund will help community
service organizations to adapt, to
modernize and to be better equipped
to improve the community services
that they provide, so they can
continue to support communities
across Canada through the pandemic
recovery and beyond.

“The Community Services

Recovery Fund will support charities,
non-profits and Indigenous governing
bodies in our community,” said Tina
Choi of the Osprey Community
Foundation. “Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, these
organizations have stood up for and
supported our community. We will
be forever grateful for their efforts.
Now, through this Fund, the Osprey
Community Foundation will support
projects at charities, non-profits
and Indigenous governing bodies
that invest in their internal systems
and processes, making them more
resilient for the future.”

Applications for funding can be
submitted now until February 21,
2023. Organizations are encouraged
to complete the interactive quiz to
determine where and how to apply.
Additional information and resources,
including an applicant guide, can be
found on the Community Services
Recovery Fund website.

students,” said SD 8 Board Chair
Lenora Trenaman.

The strategic plan must reflect
SD 8’s mandate for public education
set by the government of British
Columbia and the Ministry of
Education and Child Care. SD
8 is seeking ideas to support
their mandate to ensure student
success, teaching and learning,
Reconciliation, sound school
operations and a balanced budget.

“The strategic plan will serve as
a roadmap to ensure all partners in
K-12 education work together so that
all learners are enabled to develop
their individual potential and acquire
the knowledge, skills and attitudes to
be successful,” said Chair Trenaman.

In each phase of the engagement,
SD 8 will use a variety of online
and face-to-face methods to
keep partners informed, listen to
and acknowledge concerns and
aspirations, and provide feedback
on how partner input influenced the
strategic plan.

This public phase of the
engagement process will remain open
through February, with opportunities
to review the draft strategic plan
continuing through spring.

“The best thing for students, their
families, and the communities we serve
is for us to reach a fair and equitable
agreement. CUPE 748 is committed
to doing all we can to reach a deal at
the bargaining table,” said Bennett, a
member of the CUPE 748 bargaining
committee.

“The parties have made progress at
the bargaining table. While we have not
yetreached an agreement, we are hopeful
that an agreement will be reached,” said
SD8 Superintendent Trish Smillie in an
SD 8 press release issued January 23.

The SD 8 release reports that a
mediator has been appointed by the
British Columbia Labour Relations
Board (LRB). “Both parties attending
mediation is a typical process in
bargaining, which supports the parties

to reach an agreement with the assistance
of aneutral third party. SD 8 believes that
an agreement can be reached through
mediation,” the release says.

The deadline to finalize mediation
is February 22, 2023. The deadline to
finalize ratification of the mediated
agreement is March 15, 2023.

CUPE 748 represents more than 400
school support workers in School District
8 Kootenay Lake, serving a large area in
the Kootenays, including Crawford Bay,
Creston, Kaslo, Meadow Creek, Nelson,
Salmo, Slocan, South Slocan, Winlaw,
Wynndel, Yahk, and the surrounding
rural areas. They work in more than 20
schools and other learning environments
as education assistants, bus drivers,
custodians, and many other jobs in and
outside classrooms.
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green
Burial Society seeks lifetime members
to support New Denver’s new Green
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with
contact info, or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.
AUTOMOTIVE
2008 DODGE 2500 HD 4X4 Diesel 4 dr.
long box pick-up. 586,000 km. $10,000.
Call 250-354-8340.
THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

NEw MARKET Foops
518 6th Ave » New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery cal, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

* All Organic Produce
* All Organic Grains
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

Winter Hours:
Wednesday —
Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

Yours, Dan & Jan.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - NEW FORMAT -
will be on March 11, June 10 and September
9 from 7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall, New
Denver. Ages 13 and up are welcome.
Admission is by donation. Bring a water
bottle. Current COVID protocols will apply.
CRESCENT VALLEY COMMUNITY
HALL Society AGM: Wednesday, February
22,2023, 7 pm. New members welcome.
BURTON COMMUNITYASSOCIATION
AGM will be held 7 pm Wednesday,
February 22,2023 at the Burton Community
Hall. In addition to the ordinary agenda, two
special resolutions will be brought forward
to the membership: 1) to increase the number
of directors from 7 to 9, and 2) to allow
the removal of a director without a special
resolution. All are encouraged to attend.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
CY A E N Y)

AGRICULTURE

Your ad
could be
here for

only $20.00
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC VOG 1S0

FREE INTRODUCTORY REIKI
EVENING with Holly Biggar, February
16. First Degree Reiki Class February 16-
19. Call 250-358-7759.

pm. Tickets at the Legion Friday or Sunday
evenings or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve.
The Legion welcomes members and guests.
We look forward to seeing you!

JOIN THE TEAM who keep the Kohan
Reflection Garden looking beautiful all
year round for the Slocan Lake Garden
Society’s 2023 AGM on Sunday, February
26 at 1 pm at the Knox Hall, in New
Denver. After a brief business meeting,
Master Gardener, Ray Nikkel, will present
the video, ‘Gardening with Ray,” and
answer all your questions about preparing
for spring planting. Renew memberships.
Refreshments will be served. www.
kohanreflectiongarden.ca.

NEW DENVER & AREA HOUSING
SOCIETY AGM: February 23 at 7 pm
via Zoom. Email ndhousingsociety @gmail.
com before noon on February 23 to request
the Zoom link, which will be emailed at
6:30 pm. 2023 memberships ($5) can be
purchased at the Valley Voice office.
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION
VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER & DANCE
Tuesday, February 14 starting at 6 pm.
$10 entry fee (for the bands) $20 for the
dinner (served 6-7 pm). Live Music 6-9

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street

Box 780

Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIGIDOGIMUSIC;

¢ Guitars and Accessories * Musical
Instruments ¢ Vintage Vinyl Records ¢ New
Vinyl Records * Stereo Equipment - Turntables
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley

Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700

for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ADVERTISING

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS NIGHT’ -
Saturday, March 18 at the Slocan Valley
Legion, 502 Harold St., Slocan. Door opens
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino starts & our usual
AMAZING BUFFET!! by Pat & Peggy
starts at 7 pm sharp. Live entertainment
too! Advance tickets $25 at the Legion on
Friday or Sunday evenings or phone 355-
2672 to reserve. Gambling chips $0.50 each.
No minors due to gambling. The Legion
welcomes members and guests. We look
forward to seeing everyone again!

FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sg/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND

Your ad could

be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Bill Lander
REALTOR®

250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate
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CRAFTS - Bertha Williams, #11 — 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
CAREGIVER WANTED - Part time,
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton.
250-358-2756.
WE’RE HIRING! The Slocan Lake
Arts Council is seeking an Office
Administrator/Communications
Manager. Applicants should possess
excellent organizational skills and strong
independent work ethic. See our webpage
for a detailed job description and how to
apply: slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail .com

HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin:
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 250-
358-7828.

Your ad could
be here for only

$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for
ways to optimize
your personal
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617.For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING
struggles into strengths. Get real-life

results with games-based training. Have

fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca
IT’S GETTING LATE in the winter,
which means that Mark Jeffreys and
daughter Sequoia (now 12) are once again

HAIR

AVA'S
Rair Scudio
Tuesday ™~ Friday

- By Appointment —

58-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver
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ONA ‘Fish in Schools’ Program celebrates 20 years

submitted

The Okanagan Nation Alliance
(ONA) recently celebrated the 20th
year of the Fish in Schools (FinS)
program by delivering a final round

hoping to find a Slocan rental for the
summer. As always, the ideal dates are
from early May to the end of August, but
we can be flexible. We just want to be back.
Email us please at markjeffreys@yahoo.
com or phone/text at (801) 910-1532. And
thank you!

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare(@gmail.com.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

Towing & Hauling
*Vehicles

* Sea Containers

* Light Equipment
* Building Supplies

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Hand & Soul

Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

250-358-7199

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

of the fish tanks and equipment to 50
schools and institutions throughout
Syilx territory. Over the last 20
years, the program has rippled out
to band, public, and private schools
throughout Syilx territory, impacting
and educating thousands of students.
The program runs in most elementary
schools in the Arrow Lakes and
Slocan Valleys.

FinS is a comprehensive fish
education program for elementary
to secondary students, with a focus
on sc’win (sockeye salmon), their
life cycle and the importance of their
ecosystems.

In the Columbia, this program
further cultivates awareness of
salmon’s historical runs from the
ocean, up the One River — the
Columbia and upstream in the
northern Canada portion of the
Upper Columbia to the Kettle

TUES

Contemplative in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

River, Pend d’Oreille and Kootenay
Rivers, including other tributaries
of the Salmo and Slocan Rivers and
beyond.

“This past year saw a historic
return of sc’win to the Columbia
basin (which includes the Okanagan
subbasin), which only further
illustrates the importance and success
of such programs as FinS. It is part
of the broader salmon restoration
goals by the Syilx Okanagan Nation
to bring salmon back to their original
range,” stated Chief Clarence Louie,
ONA Tribal Chair.

Egg delivery to FinS participant
schools has taken place over the first
half of January 2023, with over 5,000
eggs being sent out to schools and
other institutions. Upon successfully
raising the fry, students will include
their fry in ceremonial releases
taking place throughout the Syilx

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

Sales and
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

203 Broadway
265-3252
nakuspglass.ca

territory in May 2023.

“The FinS program continues
to be highly successful and
popular, with far more requests for
participation than we can keep pace
with. The program allows students
to directly participate in rearing
sc’win eggs, raising the hatched fry
in the classroom, and releasing the
sc’win into the rivers. Seeing their
life cycles firsthand, they can have
a direct contribution and connection
to salmon reintroduction efforts and
hopefully will see the fish come back
in the coming years,” said Chad
Fuller, ONA fisheries manager.
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Some trails will be longer, get
upgraded surfaces, or have new
bridges or benches. In 17 communities,
26 projects are improving trails,
supported by Columbia Basin Trust. In
addition,16 organizations are receiving
Trust funds to offer 38 trail crew jobs.

“Together, these projects will
give Columbia Basin residents and
visitors access to even better and
well-maintained trail systems as they
experience the region’s incredible
surroundings, while at the same
time providing jobs,” said Justine
Cohen, Manager, Delivery of Benefits,
Columbia Basin Trust. “Getting outside
can positively influence physical and
mental health, and help us connect with
nature, so trails can have wide-reaching
impacts.”

Projects include activities such
as enhancing existing trails or adding
infrastructure like benches or signage.
The Trust is also providing wage
subsidies so organizations can hire
trail workers, enabling unemployed
and underemployed Basin residents
to gain valuable work experience and
advance their skills while at the same
time enhancing trails.

Mt. Buchanan

The trails have names like
Songbird, True Blue, Friendly Giant
and Straight Face. Rising up Mount
Buchanan near Kaslo, the network
will benefit from activities like adding
connector trails, removing hazardous
trees and upgrading signage, overseen
by the Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and
Trails Society. The society will also
hire two trail crew employees.

The Trust is providing $74,300
for these projects. “Our club saw an
amazing number of riders accessing
these trails in summer 2022, and our
projects reflect the need to stay ahead
of this influx of users of various age

groups, skill levels and abilities,” said
Dan Miles, president. “Well-developed
and maintained trails promote an
active lifestyle, and these trails will
continue to help Kaslo and the north
end of Kootenay Lake participate in the
unprecedented expansion of mountain
bike culture and trail tourism in BC.”

Rosebery-Hills

Since the 1980s, people have been
using the rail trail between Summit
Lake and New Denver for commuting,
recreation and wildlife viewing. Now
the Rosebery Bonanza Summit Trail
Alliance Society is improving an eight-
kilometre section between Rosebery

COMMUNITY
CBT supports trail improvements and trail crew jobs throughout the region

and Hills to make it more inclusive
for users, while keeping in mind the
environment and wildlife values.
“Everybody loves rail trails!” said
Mike Koolen, president. “This section
will provide the last link in the corridor
that stretches between Nakusp, New
Denver and beyond, used by locals
and visitors year-round for walking,
cycling, cross-country skiing, beach
access and wildlife viewing. Including
this trail in our local inventory will
help us continue to promote our
trails as a recreation destination and
important wildlife corridor while
providing people with an enhanced

trail experience.”
The Trust is making a contribution
of $41,500 to this project.

Butter Me Up

The North Slocan Trails Society
plans to develop an alternative up-track
to access the Butter Me Up trailhead,
and install signage. Funding from the
Trust for this project comes to $41,300.

Nakusp area

The Arrow Lakes Cross Country
Ski Club will receive $4,700 from the
Trust to rehabilitate Hairpin Way and
upgrade water drainage infrastructure
on several cross-country trails.
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The Nakusp and Area Community
Trails Society’s project to replace the
footbridge on the Upper Hot Springs
Trail will see $11,000 of Trust funding.

The Village of Nakusp will receive
$38,400 to rehabilitate and upgrade
water drainage on the Source trail.

Slocan Valley Rail Trail

Accessibility will be improved on
the rail trail, thanks to $60,000 from
the Trust for trail resurfacing.
Springer Creek Trail

A $5,000 grant from the Trust
will go towards rehabilitating the trail
network along Springer Creek.

Cultural diversity comes to New Denver

Submitted

Do you miss being involved in
real, in-depth conversation? A chance
to learn, to think things through, to
challenge and be challenged? On
Sunday, February 19 at 3 pm, at Knox
Hall in New Denver, you can be part of
just such a conversation.

The topic will be: ‘Cultural
Diversity and Respect.” The afternoon
event will begin with a presentation by
Lori Barkley, a political anthropologist
who has spent many years thinking
and talking about this important topic.
After that, everyone will have a chance
to ask questions, listen to one another,
and/or sort out their reactions to this
discussion.

We often hear people say they love
living in the Kootenays because people
here are so diverse. But are we, really?
Anyone who pays attention, who looks
around at a local gathering, will notice
the remarkable lack of BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, People of Colour) persons
in the room. Do we understand the
experience of those who are minorities
here (although of course they are a
majority in the world overall)? Do

we actually recognize our place in the
world and is it our responsibility to
understand it?

The organizers extend the warmest
possible invitation to BIPOC individuals
to attend, to speak to their experience if
they choose, and to feel safe to do so.

Civility and safety are key here, and
will be a priority.

Everyone comes from some kind
of cultural background. (For this writer,
that is Irish and Croatian.) What does
that mean to you? To help you think
about this, you are asked to bring
something that reflects your own

cultural background, whether food or
artifact (if you want to bring food to
share, that would be great!)

Lori Barkley is a political
anthropologist, educator, author,
activist, and co-host of “What If’ on
Kootenay Co-op Radio, who describes
herself as a white settler. After over 25
years of teaching in BC’s post-secondary
sector, Lori now spends much of her
time working with settlers and settler
organizations to aid their understanding
of complex issues in contemporary
Indigenous-settler relationships in BC,
and Sinixt homeland in particular. She

is co-author (with Cole Harris, Nathan
Goodale, and Alissa Nauman) of Sinixt
in the Slocan: the Last 3,000 Years, and
other academic works. While currently
her work is primarily involved with the
Autonomous Sinixt, she has a broad and
deep understanding of cultural diversity
in all its forms. She loves to teach.

This event is a Food for Thought
presentation, sponsored by the Hidden
Garden Gallery. Admission is by
donation, and proceeds will go to the
gallery. Please note the time — 3 pm,
so folks don’t have to drive home in
the dark.

RCMP investigates Slocan Park, Ymir mail theft

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

The RCMP say they’re looking
for the public’s help to crack a case of
stolen mail.

The investigation began January
22 with the discovery of an abandoned
vehicle on the outskirts of Nelson.

“The Nelson RCMP received a
report of a suspicious vehicle on the
Giveout Creek FSR that appeared to

contain stolen mail,” a police news
release states. “Some of the mail had
been burnt in a pile beside the red Dodge
3500 pickup truck.”

Police seized the mail and will return
it to its intended recipients after a check
for forensic evidence.

While the investigation is ongoing,
police say the mail appeared to have been
stolen from the Slocan Park and Ymir
post offices.

Anyone missing mail from those
post offices or with any information
about the crimes should contact the
Nelson RCMP detachment at (250)-352-
2156 or Crimestoppers 1-800-222-8477.
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Winlaw boy wins cross-country ski championship

submitted
Eleven-year-old Oscar

Massé of Winlaw is the 2023
Western Canadian Cross-

Oscar Massé of Winlaw won the title of Western Canadian Cross-Country Ski
Champion in Kimberley last weekend.

Warfield mayor wins

hospital board

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

A rookie politician will lead
the body that represents the public
interest in the region’s healthcare
system. Warfield Mayor Frank
Marino was elected chair of
the West Kootenay-Boundary
Regional Hospital District at its
January 25 meeting.

He defeated incumbent chair,
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat, for the
position. She held the position for
three years.

Marino admitted he didn’t
have a lot of experience as a
politician, but said his resume
in the healthcare industry would
serve him in good stead.

“I was actually around when
Interior Health was first formed,
as the HR director for the West
Kootenay area, and that was an
interesting time,” he told the board.
He also worked as an administrator
for acute, home and residential
care for IH. “So I do have some
background on how the request
for projects and equipment goes.”

Hewat was elected the acting
chair, to fill in the chair role if
Marino is unavailable.

The WKBRHD executive
committee will be made up of
Walter Popoff (representing Arrow
Lakes/ Castlegar/Nakusp), Keith
Page (Kaslo, Nelson and Salmo),
Grace McGregor (Boundary),
and Terry Martin (representing
Greater Trail).

The regional hospital
board is made up of mayors,
councillors, and area directors
from both the Central Kootenay
and Kootenay Boundary Regional
Districts. Its job is to provide
public representation on funding

chair

requests from Interior Health on
spending projects. Usually, local
taxpayers are asked to fund about
40% of a capital project, with the
Province funding the rest. The
board has no say in the day-to-day
administration of the healthcare
system.

Country Ski Champion after
landing gold in both the U12
Skate and Classic distance
events in Kimberley last
weekend.

Oscar, who races
for Blackjack Ski Team
in Rossland and trains
primarily at Nelson Nordic,
competed against a tough
field of the top skiers from
Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and BC. He would

like to thank head coach and
former Olympian George
Grey for being such a great
mentor and Nelson Nordic
for working hard to maintain
a great trail network and
grooming that helps him
succeed with his training.
Oscar and his younger
sister Octavia (7), have both
had very successful seasons
so far, winning gold and or
silver at every event entered,

Sponsored by R. Carson

including the Teck BC Cup  Cup and Teck Kootenay Cup
in Whistler, Teck Okanagan  regional series.
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Beverly (Bev)
Alistair

Nicholson
1936 - 2023

Beverley Alistair
Nicholson was born August
17, 1936 in Portage la
Prairie to Victoria Beatrice
Nicholson (Turner) and
Roland Defergius Nicholson.
He passed peacefully in
Brandon on January 9, 2023.

He is survived by his wife, Sylvia Nicholson (Will),
his children, Daniel Nicholson (Jan McMurray), Stephen
Nicholson (Bonita Garret), Jennifer Nicholson (Jeff Scott),
step-daughter Giselle Fowler. Grandchildren: Owain, Ivan,
and Tera Nicholson; Ben and Ela Scott; Andrew Creighton
and Joshua Fowler; Bev’s sister Marjorie Hadaller and her
children.

Bev was predeceased by his parents, brother Ronald,
sister-in-law Jean Anticura, niece Kathy Parkin and nephew
Ronald Nicholson.

Bev grew up in Winnipeg and as a teenager moved with
his family to Firdale, MB. He and his family farmed there
until 1975 when he and his wife Lydia (Wiebe) attended
Brandon University. He then attended Simon Fraser
University where he received a Master’s degree in 1981 and
a Ph.D. in Archaeology in 1987.

He taught at Brandon university from 1981 to 2013.
During his time there he taught courses in Anthropology
and Archaeology. His research was the identification
and research of pre-contact locations in southwestern
Manitoba. Most summers he directed archeological field
schools and field work. This summer research gave many
students an opportunity to study in a basic research in a field
environment. Students also received laboratory experience
studying and identifying artifacts. The many grants Bev
received provided summer employment for his students. The
academic training of students was an important component
of his work. Bev was a mentor to his students and many
went on to take advanced degrees and are employed in
academic, government, corporate and environmental
assessment agencies.

The grants to fund this research were from Provincial
and Federal granting agencies. During his research, he
received $3.4 million dollars. This research produced 90
academic papers, edited volumes and poster sessions at
scholarly conferences.

Bev was an active participant in provincial and federal
associations. He was a member of the federal Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council from 1994 to 1997, the
Canadian Archaeological Association Executive from 1992
to 1999 and provincial and state associations. Local and
community involvement included Open House events in the
laboratory as well as Open Houses and information sessions
at the end of the field season for the local communities.

Bev respected the importance of local Indigenous input
and support. Local elders were consulted and the long
history of the People was given respect and emphasized to
the students and visitors.

He also encouraged many of the students, in particular
those of Indigenous ancestry, to participate in the study of
archaeology and taking advanced degrees.

Bev’s family was important to him and he was the person
to consult when anyone wanted assistance or just to discuss
their concerns. He enjoyed hosting family and friends and
welcomed people to his home. Bev was proud of his children
and grandchildren and supported their life choices. As well
as his parents, his sister Marjorie Hadaller was an important
influence in his life. He spent many happy summers with her
and her family at their farm.
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30th annual Winter Blues Boogie a dancer’s delight

by Art Joyce

Often in life, things come full
circle. It was 30 years ago that Winter
Blues Boogie was first organized as
a party by Barb Yeomans of New
Denver to celebrate husband Dick
Callison’s 50th birthday. Callison and

Valley View Golf Course
wants to hire a full-time/part-
time seasonal Clubhouse
Manager or lease the
clubhouse restaurant/pro
shop operations for the 2023
season (April - October).

Please send a resume or
expression of interest
to info@golfvalleyview.ca by
February 11, 2023.

Yeomans then organized the event
as an annual community fundraiser
until retiring about five years ago.
The reins were taken up by Katrina
Sumrall and Danika Hammond as
a fundraiser for the Valhalla Fine
Arts Society. So it was appropriate
that during a set break, Hammond
led the crowd in a chorus of ‘Happy
Birthday’ in honour of Callison’s
80th. Perennial favourites Dr. Fun
and the Nightcrawlers were the
headline act once again, with KC
and the Elderberries warming up
the dance floor crowd, featuring
Rossland vocalist Kristen Coull. By
the broad smiles on dancers’ faces,
it was evident that an evening of fun
was just what the doctor ordered after
the past three years of intense stress.
Crowd pleasers such as ‘Take Me
to the River,” Leonard Cohen’s ‘I’'m
Your Man,” Randy Newman’s “You
Can Keep Your Hat On’ and Talking
Heads’ ‘Burning Down the House’
kept the dance floor packed.
“What stands out is the
enthusiasm from people from so
many different walks of life who
congregate in that hall to forget about
their worries and cares,” said Gary
Gilbert, a.k.a. Dr. Fun, in a 2014

interview with this writer. “There’s
never been any trouble or problems in
all the time it’s been running. From a
musician’s standpoint, it’s one of the
great gigs, for sure.”

KC and the Elderberries — a
clever play on words reflecting
the average age of the musicians —
featured members who have also
performed with Dr. Fun over the
years, including Ken Turner on bass
with John Cullen and Dennis Turner
on guitars. The dual guitar line-up
was an accident of serendipity.
Nightcrawlers guitarist John Cullen
was expecting a baby for that first
Blues Boogie and had to be replaced
by Dennis Turner. The band decided
afterward to keep both guitarists,
establishing the seamless twin guitar
line-up we know and love today.
Other long-time members present
onstage this year included Kurt
Garrison on bass, Tom Thompson
on keyboards, Gordie Menelow on
drums and of course the Hounds of
Sound horn section featuring veteran
members Crispin Elder and Ronnie
Butler. Barb Yeomans reports that
the family of the late John DeHaan
passed along his saxophone to Elder,
“so John was present with us in
spirit.” Occasional Dr. Fun member
Bob Kinnear shared keyboard duties
with Thompson.

Proceeds from the Boogie are
shared between VFAS and the
Lucerne school grad class, who
provided babysitting services so
parents could have a night free for
dancing. Sound and video production
services were provided by Jeff Bonner
of Tractor Grease Productions, using
state-of-the-art equipment. Gary
Gilbert announced that the band was
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raising funds to produce a video of
the event, which was recorded by
Bonner using a five-camera setup.
But there’s some sad news to
report. Gary Gilbert is planning a
move to Mexico by the end of the
year, so this will likely be his last gig
with the Nightcrawlers. Audiences
will miss his colourful outfits, hats
and shades, his smokin’ blues harp
riffs, hand percussion and theatrical

The Valley Voice February 9, 2023

stage presence. This is a man who
was born to entertain, born for the
stage and born to sing the blues. That
kind of stage charisma doesn’t drop
from every tree, even in the music
business. Audiences can look forward
to a final Kootenay performance
by Gilbert later this year with the
Kootenay Blues Society. Check the
KBS website for dates at https://
kootenaybluessociety.com.

Perennial Blues Boogie favourites Dr. Fun & the Nightcrawlers lit up the stage at Silverton
Memorial Hall for an evening of dancing February 4.

Opening act KC (Kristen Coull) and the Elderberries warmed up the crowd at the 30th annual
Winter Blues Boogie in Silverton February 4.




