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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Growers,  processors and 
cannabis marketers all say a new 
business in the south Slocan Valley 
will be a ‘game changer’ for the 
cannabis industry in the West 
Kootenay.

About 50 people showed up 
for an open house at Antidote 
Processing Inc., a new facility at 
the junction of Highways 6 and 3A 
in the South Slocan Valley about a 
week before Christmas.

“Antidote is really about 
highlighting craft cultivators, and 
our mission is to be completely 
dedicated to the success of small 
craft producers in the region,” says 
Antidote CEO Shannon Ross, her 
voice echoing in the still-empty 
building. “Our success is built on 
the success of all the craft producers 
in this region.”

Before the December 17 open 
house, Ross gave tours of the 
facility – a nondescript warehouse 
they’ve been completely renovating 
to federal security and processing 
standards, at a cost of $1.2 million 
to date. 

“This is the secure storage, our 
biggest room,” she says, entering 
one of the many clean, brightly 
painted rooms in the building. “It 
will be temperature controlled, 
with shelving and racks. We’ll have 
fridges and freezers to store hash 
and rosin – everything will be kept 
environmentally controlled.”

The cavernous rooms – none 
of the equipment, tables, or storage 
units were installed by the open 
house – only hint at the amount of 
cannabis Antidote hopes to process. 
Getting to this point has been two 
years in the making.

“This has been the most difficult 
thing I have ever done in my life,” 
Ross says, noting everything from 
the pandemic to supply chain issues 
got in her team’s way. “We could not 
have tried to build something in a 

Processing facility ‘a game changer’ for West Kootenay cannabis producers
tougher time. The fact we have been 
able to do this shows the incredible 
amount of support we have locally, 
and we’re really grateful for the faith 
in us that has been shown by owners 
and angel investors.”

Ross and her “small and mighty 
team” have completed the phone-
book-thick pile of regulatory 
documents, and shipped out a 
final application video to federal 
regulators. While it’s not absolutely 
certain they’ll be approved, they’re 
confident they’ve met the federal 
standards.

And with all that work behind 
them, it was time to celebrate.

The event was timed to start 
at, appropriately, 4:20, the magic 
hour for cannabis enthusiasts. It’s 
a cold and dark December evening, 
but the group that’s assembled 
for the event mostly all know 
each other. Soon the room fills 
with excited and friendly chatter. 
Participants graze the appy table, sip 
on drinks, or step outside to share 
their products. Among the guests 
are founding members of Antidote, 
fellow travellers and friends in the 
cannabis business, industry activists 
and local politicians.

And to a person, they are excited 
about what Antidote will do for the 
Kootenay industry.

“This is the next step for us to 
be vertically integrated,” says Che 
LeBlanc, a Salmo-area-based craft 
producer and one of the co-founders 
of Antidote. He’ll provide up to 
5,000 kilos of cannabis a year to 
the processing plant once it’s fully 
operational. “The reality is we are 
just small drops in a really big ocean. 
And our real opportunity is to work 
together and support each other.

“Today’s market margins are 
really tight, and to have an option 
like this is the difference between 
making it or not.”

“It’s been a long journey to 
get to this point, to say the least,” 
adds Gary Krempl of Winlaw-

based Lono’s Garden Paradise. 
He’s another of the co-founders 
of Antidote, and came up with 
the company name. “This is a 
game-changer. I will have, all of a 
sudden, a very clean and direct path 
to market, which I have not had up 
to this point, even with having a 
licence since 2020.

“This gives me an opportunity 
where there was no opportunity.”

Krempl says he’s already seeing 
potential growth by participating in 
Antidote.

“With Antidote, I have the 
chance to develop a brand, and just 
through word of mouth I already 
have a dozen stores that can’t wait to 
have my product. For a guy like me 
to have a year’s supply for a dozen 
stores, that’s a great start.”

For people who just want to focus 
on growing product, Antidote’s sales 
plans are a godsend. One grower 
says they’ve been sitting on their 

The new year was rocked in to the sounds of Johnny Tornado’s Stormriders with special guest Lindsay Mitchell at the Slocan Legion. The sold-
out event also featured Slocan favourites Two for Tripping. The New Year’s Eve event was a fundraiser for the new Slocan City International 

Music and Art Fair, to be held for the first time this June. Visit Slocan.live to sign up as a member and get access to early bird tickets.

first crop because the marketing 
demands were just too complex.

“It wasn’t just that you had to 
have good cannabis,” says Damien 
Kessell of Kootenay Microfarm, 
a Slocan Valley producer. “You 
had to be really savvy, know the 
right people, and you were still 
going to be ground down by the 
corporations. What we found was 
we were corporate nobodies. So as 
a community we said, ‘let’s make us 
our own middle person, so we don’t 
have to be involved in that game.’”
A better path

What Antidote seeks to do 
is provide a vehicle for cannabis 
growers in the Kootenays to 
navigate the complex regulatory 
process to get their product legal, 
and to take that product, process it 
and prepare it for market.

Growers have complained 
since before legalization that the 
approval process was complex, 

time-consuming and expensive; 
they said it was ill-suited to moving 
small black-market operations to the 
legal market – and even if they were 
able, large-scale producers had the 
economic muscle to squeeze small 
producers financially.

The end result was the growers 
of the world-famous Kootenay 
brand of cannabis were either 
being headhunted by larger, out-of-
province producers or getting out of 
the business entirely.

“Antidote is dedicated to helping 
our local craft farmers get legal and 
sell their products, and there’s a lot 
of talented growers in this industry,” 
CEO Ross says. “Providing the 
resources and services to help guide 
the craft growers and simplify the 
process and provide the fundamental 
foundation to get to market is a 
game-changer for sure.”

For several years already, 
continued on page 2



The Valley Voice   January 12, 2023   2 NEWS

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

HEAT EXCHANGER
Waterfowl walking on snow and birds 
on cold metal perches keep their feet 
from freezing via a fine netlike pat-
tern of arteries that carry warm blood 
from the heart and intertwine with 
veins that bring cold blood up from 
the feet. Warm blood cools enough 
that there’s little heat loss out the feet 
but still retains enough heat to keep 
feet from freezing. 

Clearcut at the head of Granby Park.17 such slash piles in the distance of one km. not one square km, but a narrow strip one km long.
Photo sponsored by Angelica Herlihy

Antidote staff have been helping 
small growers custom-tailor their 
applications to Ottawa for approval. 

Processing facility ‘a game changer’ for West Kootenay cannabis producers
Antidote’s processing equipment 
will turn raw cannabis weed 
into essential oils, hashish, vape 
cartridges, pre-rolled joints, and 
package raw flower. Stage two will 
see the company certify a kitchen, to 
allow Antidote to move into edibles 
and other value-added products, and 
into international sales.

“The international market is 
huge,” Ross says. “The Kootenays 
could not supply enough cannabis 
to the world.”

“As soon as we open our 
doors, we are going to be taking 
craft flower and packaging it into 
containers and shipping it to retail 
stores and the liquor distribution 

branch, and be extracting at the same 
time,” says Ross. “We’ll be working 
with six indoor micros and a dozen 
outdoor [growers], so we have a lot 
of capacity.”

Ross says they can only take on 
a few craft growers at a time, but 
expect to expand services “once we 

get our feet underneath us.”
All that is still a few months 

away. The processing equipment 
was due to arrive in January. The 
building will be made secure, then 
will start accepting raw cannabis 
from its first half-dozen growers.

“Antidote is similar to a record-

label company, so we’ll have an 
‘Antidote’ brand, but we’ll be 
marketing each craft producer or 
artisan,” she says. “And when you 
go to purchase cannabis we’ll have 
their story on the packaging so 
you’ll know who grew it.”

By the end of the year, Ross 
says they hope to be processing at 
least 2,000 kilograms of cannabis 
from about a half-dozen craft 
growers. That will increase as their 
production lines develop, and they’ll 
hire about six staff initially, adding 
staff as they grow into the work. 

And more than that,  the 
community they are beginning to 
develop will grow stronger, she 
predicts.

“We’re almost like a family. 
We’ve helped them since the 
beginning of getting their licences; 
we helped them build their business; 
and now we’re helping them get 
to market. So what is coming out 
of Antidote is really representing 
their business. They’re getting the 
services they need, and they’re 
getting a good reliable product.”

That first product could be on 
local store shelves as soon as this 
April or May.

submitted
Funding to operate and maintain 

the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre in New Denver is covered 
for the next five years, thanks to a $1 
million allocation from the Japanese 
Canadian Legacies Society.

In May of 2022, BC Premier John 
Horgan, after extensive community 
engagement, announced funding 
to support the legacy initiatives 
recommended by the National 
Association of Japanese Canadians 
BC Redress Project. Months of work 
followed, led by the new Japanese 
Canadian Legacies Society, an 

A new lease on life for the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
organization set up to oversee the 
implementation of a set of initiatives 
designed to honour Japanese Canadian 
legacies in BC.

A lot of thought and time 
was put into the Village of New 
Denver’s proposal for funds to 
be dedicated to the maintenance, 
preservation, and operation of the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
(NIMC). In September of 2021, 
Mayor Leonard Casley presented 
New Denver’s detailed proposal to 
the BC government and the urgency 
for funding was felt. The NIMC has 
been operating for years with little to 

no revenue, which has made it hard to 
attract the right people for the roles, 
appropriately preserve the buildings, 
and maintain the site. 

The $1 million operational fund 
to carry the NIMC over the next five 
years is intended to grow the NIMC’s 
educational offerings, expand on 
programs, care for and catalogue 
collections, bring in professional 
consultation, and maintain the site. 
This incredible opportunity to share 
the history of the Japanese Canadian 
uprooting is such important work and 
the Village of New Denver is excited to 
see the NIMC expand its reach, grow 
its voice, and bring in more visitors, 
benefitting not only those who live in 
New Denver but all those who visit.

Eighty years have passed since 
the forced uprooting of Japanese 
Canadians to internment camps in BC. 
New Denver’s orchard neighbourhood 
was the third largest site and the 
location of the first and second 
uprooting. The Nikkei [nee-kay] 
Internment Memorial Centre has 
been telling the story of the forced 
uprootings for almost 30 years. 

Antidote General Manager Ian Carpendale, Business Regulatory Advisor Stacy Johnston and 
CEO Shannon Ross pose at the open house for Antidote Processing in December 2022.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Property owners in the Village 
of Slocan are seeing their house 
and land values rising higher than 
anywhere else in the Valley Voice 
readership area once again.

BC Assessment released this 
year’s property assessments – based 
on market value as at July 1, 2022 – 
just after New Year’s. The value of 
the average single-family dwelling 
in Slocan, a town of about 270 
people, rose from $295,000 in 2021 
to $381,000 last year – an increase 
of 29%. 

This is the second year in a row 
that Slocan’s property assessments 
have topped the list of local increases. 
Last year, Slocan assessments 
jumped 56%, based on 2021 market 
values. This was one of the highest 
increases in the province. 

This year, property assessments 
a re  up  reg ion-wide .  “Most 

Local villages see highest property assessment increases in region
homeowners throughout  the 
Kootenay Columbia region can 
expect an increase in assessed value 
between 5% and 20% with a handful 
of communities higher than that 
range,” says Kootenay Columbia 
Deputy Assessor Sharlynn Hill.

Other villages in the region also 
had higher-than-average assessment 
increases. New Denver and Silverton 
saw the next-highest increases, at 
26% each. 

Nakusp was half that amount, at 
13%, while Kaslo had a 20% increase 
in the average median property 
value. Castlegar was at 18%, while 
Nelson was near the bottom of 
the West Kootenay list, with a 5% 
increase in the value of single-family 
dwellings.

Rural areas also saw big jumps 
in the average assessment of single-
family dwellings. Krestova had a 
28% increase, the second-highest 
after Slocan in the Valley Voice 

region. The south end of the Slocan 
Valley had an average increase of 
21%, while the north end of the 
Slocan Valley and West Arrow Lake 
jumped 17%, with rural Nakusp 
coming in at 13%. 

The highest increases in the West 
Kootenay were in Crawford Bay-
Riondel, which saw a 30% increase 
in assessments.
Market fluctuations

The high assessments don’t 
necessarily jive with current market 
conditions, which have seen a 
cooling off since the summer as 
interest rates rise. 

“Property owners need to 
consider that 2023 assessments are 
based on the market value as of July 
1, 2022, meaning what your home 
could have sold for last summer and 
not necessarily what it would sell 
for in today’s shifting market,” adds 
Hill. She cautions homeowners to 
be careful trying to use last year’s 

assessment for determining the sale 
or purchase price of a home today.

“A lot of property owners use 
that number, and it probably works 
pretty well in a relatively stable 
market,” she says. “And you can 
still see the sales figures as reference, 
but I would caution anyone using 
numbers based from July to inform 
what they might sell or buy a house 
for today.”

Instead, she says, the assessments 
should be seen for what they really 
are – a means to give municipal 
governments an independent 
assessment of what the value of local 
properties are, so they can base their 
taxation rates accordingly.
Taxes TBD

And just because your assessed 
value is higher, your taxes don’t 
automatically increase.

That’s because taxation is based 
on two things – the assessment, and 
the municipal mill rate. A Village 

council will figure out how much 
money it needs to operate this year, 
and set a mill rate in order to raise 
the funds they need. The less money 
they need to raise, the lower the mill 
rate will be.

What the assessment does is let 
you know what “share of the pie” 
you will pay into the municipal 
government, says Hill. If your 
assessment increases about the same 
amount as everyone else, you’ll pay 
the same share of the tax bill. If your 
assessment is higher than the average 
for your neighbourhood, you could 
pay a larger share of the bill.

The municipal mill rate will be 
set sometime in the spring by each 
local government.
Appeals available

“Those who feel that their 
property assessment does not reflect 
market value as of July 1, 2022 or see 
incorrect information on their notice 
should contact BC Assessment as 
indicated on their notice as soon as 
possible in January,” says Hill. “If 
a property owner is still concerned 
about their assessment after speaking 
to one of our appraisers, they may 
submit a Notice of Complaint 
(appeal) by January 31, for an 
independent review by a Property 
Assessment Review Panel.”

BC Assessment says provincial 
property values totalled $2.72 trillion 
dollars last year, an increase of about 
12%.

Overall, Kootenay Columbia’s 
total assessments increased from 
$60.6 billion last year to over $69.7 
billion this year. Almost $883 million 
of the region’s updated assessments is 
from new construction, subdivisions 
and the rezoning of properties.

You can see your property 
assessment by visiting the BC 
Assessment website and simply 
typing your address into the search 
engine.

by Sheri Walsh
Does one change make such a 

significant impact that it changes the 
whole point?

That’s the question that parents, 
alumni, and current students of School 
District 8’s outdoor education programs 
are grappling with following a change 

Changes to SD 8 outdoor education programs raise ire of parents and alumni
to the administrative procedures for 
student field trips.

The district now prohibits field 
trips to glaciers and areas where there 
is risk of an avalanche.

Parents and alumni of WE 
Graham’s Valhalla Wilderness Program 
(VWP) and LV Rogers School’s 

ATLAS outdoor program attended the 
school board meeting of December 13 
to voice their opposition to the change. 
The conversation will continue this 
month – a meeting between the parents 
and alumni and school district staff was 
being planned for January.

According to school district 
staff, the change was made to come 
into compliance with WorkSafeBC 
regulations that describe requirements 
for employees when working in 
avalanche terrain. The school district 
reports that this prohibition resulted 
from consultation with appropriate 
WorkSafeBC experts as well as those 
with the BC Schools Protection 
Program, and “education lawyers 
qualified and experienced with outdoor 
education and field trip procedures in 
school districts.” 

The district states that this 
restriction will require moving the 
location of certain winter activities to 
areas such as within the boundaries 
of Whitewater Ski Resort. They say 
this will not impact the ability of 
students to obtain the avalanche safety 
certifications they have in the past, or 
compromise student learning.

But parents and alumni of VWP 
and ATLAS do not agree. They are 
upset that they were not consulted 
or informed of this change until 
November, almost three months after 
the VWP commenced and several 
months after ATLAS students had 
registered, and consequently students 
are not receiving the programs they 
signed up for. 

Members of this ad hoc advocacy 
group believe the district should 
have consulted with avalanche safety 
professionals before requiring activity 
locations to be changed. Advocacy 
group members have consulted with 
WorkSafeBC as well as Avalanche 
Canada staff and believe that the 
existing outdoor education programs 
are in compliance with WorkSafeBC 
regulations – staff and accompanying 
safety guides who lead the backcountry 
portions of these programs have 
the required qualifications; risk 
assessments are completed; avalanche 
safety plans are in place; conditions 

are monitored; and a means of 
communication is maintained. 

The district states in an FAQ 
distributed in late November as well as 
in subsequent written communication: 
“Outdoor education programs are still 
permitted to exist in the backcountry,” 
and “[Outdoor education] programs 
will continue to remain robust” and 
will continue to offer “the same 
avalanche safety programs as before, 
while making the necessary changes to 
their locations for winter travel to help 
ensure staff and students are learning in 
safe outdoor learning environments.”

However,  members  of  the 
advocacy group believe that current 
students will not receive an outdoor 
education program of the same 
rigour as in previous years. They are 
concerned that students will not be 
challenged enough to acquire adequate 
decision-making, terrain navigation, 
role modeling, technical or avalanche 
safety skills if excursions such as 
VWP’s week-long winter camping 
and backcountry ski touring trip are 
restricted to avalanche-controlled 
areas such as Whitewater. They point 
out that at places like Whitewater, 
safety decisions that teachers, guides, 
and students would formerly have 
discussed and developed together 
will already have been made. They 
are concerned that the change in 
location will limit the ability of the 
VWP to achieve one of its key goals: 
to help students make decisions and 
evaluations which will increase their 
ability to travel safely in the wilderness. 
This will compromise student learning 
and their future safety when recreating 
and working in the backcountry, they 
claim.

Outdoor education courses and 
academies are offered at several SD 
8 schools, including the Valhalla 
Wilderness Program (VWP) at WE 
Graham Community School in Slocan 
(grades 9 and 10), Outdoor Adventures 
at JV Humphries Elementary-
Secondary in Kaslo (grades 9-12), 
ATLAS at LV Rogers Secondary 
in Nelson (grade 12), and YETI at 
Kootenay River Secondary in Creston 
(grades 10-12). 

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

After eight years of helping build 
sustainable food networks in the 
Slocan Valley and area, the West 
Kootenay Permaculture Coop (WKPC) 
is dissolving its board and liquidating 
the rest of its assets as of January 4, 
2023. 

“It’s the end of a little legacy,” 
said Shauna Fidler, who was one of 
the founding board members. “It was 
a lot of work, and COVID really took 
the wind out of our sails.”

The board has been liquidating 
the co-op’s physical assets, such as 
freezers, apple peeler and ladders, 
since the spring. They’ve donated these 
items to local organizations such as Elk 
Root Conservation Fam, the Whole 
School and the Slocan Integral Forestry 
Cooperative. 

The WKPC had six board 
members and a network of over 100 
volunteers to call on, according to 
Fidler. They focused their work on 
building sustainable agriculture in 
the region through initiatives ranging 
from hosting permaculture education 
seminars to picking excess fruit to 
even starting their own café in Winlaw 
called Picnic.

“We fed thousands of people food; 
we rescued excess food from farms 
for years; we taught food security 
workshops for years,” Fidler said. 

But funding was a problem and 
Fidler said continual grant-writing 
and too much work for a small group 
of people led them to the decision to 
pack it in.

“It just became such a burden,” 
she said. “People get tired of giving 
everything.”

West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op shuts down

The co-op had been trying to find 
a long-term home base with a kitchen, 
and for a time rented out a space in 
Winlaw’s Spicer Centre, where they 
operated the Picnic Café. As this 
became unaffordable, WKPC’s future 
became untenable. “We were trying to 
build a little café that would be a social 
enterprise to fund the organization and 
it just became such a financial burden,” 
Fidler said. “There was nowhere for us 
to go that was affordable.”

In a closing message to members 
on January 4, the board says they will 
use their leftover funds to buy perennial 
plants and make them available to 
members.

“The only silver lining here is that 
we’ve got a little seed money left,” 
Fidler said. “We’re permaculture-based 
so one of our overarching goals was 
building a resilient region. So with the 
last of our funds, we’re purchasing fruit 
and nut trees and shrubs, an investment 
in food for the future.”

WKPC is also seeking any groups 
that might want to take over the legal 
framework of the co-op structure. This 
can be a difficult and lengthy process to 
set up. Back in 2014, the Permaculture 
Guild became the West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op by taking on the 
structure from a defunct biodiesel 
cooperative. 

After all the hard work over the 
years, Fidler is saddened by the closure 
but is also experiencing “a bit of un-
burdening.” She also feels a sense 
of satisfaction with the group’s last 
gesture.

“This last little goodbye to our 
community through perennial plants 
feels like a really fitting legacy to leave 
behind,” she said.
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The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Bill 36 article
I think Art Joyce should receive an 

award for the best and most honest piece 
of journalism printed in Canada in the 
last few years. And thank you VV for 
making it possible.

I’ve been a Tommy Douglas fan 
and an NDP supporter all my life, along 
with appreciating Katrine Conroy, but 
now I’m conflicted. The NDP in BC and 
Canada no longer resemble the image I 
once held dear.

If you haven’t read his article, it’s 
in the VV December 15 issue, page 30.

Imagine someone like Adrian Dix 
being an MLA let alone a health minister 
in charge of all healthcare in BC. We 
have already lost a lot of nurses because 
of this power-tripping way of thinking. 
If the NDP is successful with this and 
we remain asleep, they will eventually 
come after you.

Paul Peterson
Burton

Exhausted forests
BC Premier David Eby’s recent 

mandate letters to Forestry and Water/
Land Resource Stewardship Ministers 
Ralston and Cullen, informing them that 
BC’s (his government’s) “short-term 
thinking” had “exhausted forests” is 
old-school political wizardry.

Create the problem, then pretend you 
are going to fix it.

The premier should read Elizabeth 
May’s book At the Cutting Edge, an 
exhaustive history of BC’s timber 
industry. There are dozens of BC forestry 
studies/reports on the “exhausted” state 
of BC’s forests, dating back at least 60 
years.

The Pearson Report, commissioned 
in the ’50s or ’60s for the BC government 
at the time, coined the term “the fall-
down effect.” In short, Mr. Pearson 
told the BC Ministry of Forests there 
would be a time when there was more 
mill capacity than trees. He warned that 
BC would have exhausted the operating 
forests and a “fall down” would take 
place in forestry employment.

Canada’s Council of Forestry 

Industries and the timber barons 
know how to control MPs, MLAs and 
municipal governments. Put simply, 
they have been running the show (comic 
tragedy) for at least 100 years.

Tom Prior
Nelson

COP 15 and FIFA
The FIFA World Cup and COP 15 

negotiations had something in common – 
drama. Both finished in regular time in a 
draw or stalemate. With FIFA, there was 
a winner and loser. The winner at COP 
15 was the mere fact that participating 
nations could actually agree on some 
kind of action to protect and help the 
recovery of biodiversity.

The process for achieving that 
outcome will vary between countries and 
to what level their ecosystems have been 
degraded. Part of that process involves 
money – some going in and some 
coming out. $200 billion annually in to 
biodiversity funding and $500 billion 
annually to phase out those activities that 
harm biodiversity. This complements the 
goals of Stop Ecocide but also explains 
the presence of so many fossil fuel 
lobbyists.

Thinking back to Buckminster 
Fuller’s Operating Manual for Spaceship 
Earth, one might ask why saving that 
spaceship continues to be a complicated 
issue. The good news is that the details 
of the agreement are now public. 
Citizens can put pressure on their elected 
representatives to deliver the goods. 
Time will tell.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Hats off to 
emergency 
responders

My husband had a stroke on 
November 7, 2022, which was a 
very stormy night and I just want to 
express my extreme gratitude to the first 
responders and the ambulance attendants 
who responded to us here in Slocan. It 
only took a few minutes for us to see 
that he was in real trouble. When the 

Drooling taxman
The taxman of BC must be drooling 

and patting itself on the back, if my BC 
property assessment is any indication. In 
2020, the property value with buildings 
went up 5%, then in 2021 it went up 
2%, followed by a 28% increase in 
2022. In 2023, my assessment climbed 
exponentially again by 21%!

Now the taxman can salivate as these 
numbers are used to determine what you 
will pay in 2023, based on what your 
home and property would sell for in 
2022. Funnily enough, my rural property 
in Crescent Valley is worth more than the 
mighty rural Nelson properties!

Market value is a strange way to 
come up with a value. I have never seen 
my assessment go down in 30 years. 
What is the limit? One million? Five 
million? Charge me a fair value to pay 
for the paltry services in the area.

This is just another disconnect 
of government with the people. The 
federal and provincial government 
mismanagement is eye-wateringly 
painful. So how are the 500,000 
immigrants a year pouring into Canada 
supposed to find a reasonable place to 
stay? Canadians born here are struggling, 
some living in mom’s basement, shelters 
or on the cold city streets.

The government does not think; 
it just takes and takes and takes. Even 
with an atmospheric river of tax money, 

we are now at $1.2 trillion federally in 
debt with the interest at a whopping $27 
billion a year! The BC provincial debt is 
currently at $97.5 billion. I hope those 
immigrants have never heard of a Ponzi 
scheme, because that is the doggy do-do 
they are stepping into.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Biodiversity
World leaders have recently agreed 

to strive to set aside 30% of the earth 
to protect all the other creatures from 
the overabundance of one particular, 
largely hairless, ape. A laudable goal. Our 
provincial wildlife governors meanwhile 
encourage British Columbians to shoot 
wolves, coyotes, Columbian ground 
squirrels, raccoons and skunks on sight 
with an NBL (no bag limit) designation. If 
we didn’t aim to slaughter all our wolves 
and coyotes, perhaps we wouldn’t have 
an overabundance of Columbian ground 
squirrels and raccoons. Why we need a 
bounty on skunks is a complete mystery 
to me. As far as I can see, skunks do 
absolutely no harm to anything that 
won’t wear off in a month or two. None 
of these creatures, which are all native to 
our part of the world, deserve to be on 
a hit list just because we don’t like the 
looks of them. Ravens are also on that list 
with a limit of five per day. Why would 
anyone hunt ravens? Anyone who has 
ever had to eat crow knows they make a 
poor supper. I can understand if they are 
attacking your chickens, and there is no 
other way to stop them, but for no reason 
doesn’t make sense. They are highly 
intelligent, native birds! Turkeys on the 
other hand, are non-native birds yet we 
protect them like they are golden geese. 
They cause problems for a lot of people, 
their numbers are out of control, and they 
clearly out-compete our native grouse 
species. How about an NBL designation 
for them? I think it is time for the wildlife 
folks to do a little rethinking in light of 
the world’s new biodiversity goals.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Unvaccinated are 
most discriminated 
group

Have you noticed that the current 
federal government (and provincial for 
that matter) is telling everyone what 
they should do and how they should do 
it, without much opposition from the 
other parties? Is being told what to do a 
democracy? Or perhaps you could call it 
communism? Totalitarianism? Fascism?

Why are so many Canadians leaving 

Canada? Well, the laws that are being put 
in place are nothing less than tyrannical. 
Bill C-16 (gender identity rights), make 
you as parents unable to have control 
over your children. So many bills 
are being put through that are taking 
away more and more freedoms. Is this 
democracy?

The fear the government has created 
around COVID is never ending. So 
many people are not happy with the 
vaccinations and the way they were 
pushed on people.

If you missed it, here is an excerpt 
from the first press conference with the 
new Alberta premier, Danielle Smith, 
held in Edmonton on October 11, 2022 
(taken from the Epoch Times):

“Those who chose not to get 
a COVID-19 vaccine are the most 
discriminated-against group that I’ve 
ever witnessed in my lifetime. I don’t 
think I’ve ever experienced a situation 
where a person was fired from their job 
or not allowed to watch their kids play 
hockey, or not allowed to go visit a loved 
one in long-term care or hospital, or not 
allowed to get on a plane to either go 
across the country to see family or even 
travel across the border.”

Smith will bring fundamental 
changes to Alberta Health Services and to 
strengthen laws to avoid discrimination 
based on medical decisions. She will not 
be seeking advice from Chief Medical 
Health Officer Dr. Deena Hinshaw and 
will instead form a new team of public 
health advisers. “We are not going to 
create a segregated society on the basis 
of medical choice.”

The Alberta premier was able to have 
a bill passed in the Alberta legislature that 
Alberta is now a sovereign province and 
is protected from federal laws deemed 
harmful to Alberta.

We need more people like Smith in 
premier positions to get back our Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms or we are going 
to lose them.

Karin Leja
Winlaw

first responders arrived, they began to 
immediately triage him. We then waited 
for the ambulance (seemed like forever) 
and when they arrived, he was taken 
into the ambulance and on his way. The 
team decided to head to Nelson because 
it was closer and they were mindful of 
the window of time they had. In minutes, 
the team in Nelson had him in getting the 
CT scan. They administered clot-busting 
medication on arrival. Up until this 
time, my husband had garbled irrational 
sounds and unpredictable movement 
(falling).

I just want to say that the professional 
way Don was dealt with by our local 
medical team was simply amazing and 
they deserve to be recognized for their 
efforts. They were absolutely guided by 
skill and the hand of God that night. We 
could have had a very different outcome 
had we been anywhere else. Some of the 
names of these folks are Cody, Melissa, 
Cliff, Anneke and Ashley. I’m sure I have 
forgotten some – please forgive me and 
again, God bless our first responders and 
ambulance attendants. They really are 
second to none.

Mai-britt Gingras
Slocan

Messy 
properties 
bylaw a step 
in the wrong 
direction

This is an open letter to Aimee 
Watson and others who want to make 
laws regarding messy properties in rural 
areas. One of the main reasons people 
live in rural areas is because they do not 
want to be regulated by the laws found in 
towns and cities. They are where they are 
because that is where they want to live. 
Part of rural life is accepting neighbours 
for who they are as you would want them 
to accept you as you are, and helping and 
receiving help from each other when 
needed. 

A law regulating messy properties 
in rural areas is a step in the wrong 
direction, which will lead to more 
regulation and end up as bad as it is in 
some cities. Germany is an example, 
where in some areas you need a permit 
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Thank you, 
Lucerne 
students

I would like to thank the 
students from Lucerne School 
for making and bringing me 
a beautiful wreath. It was a 
wonderful gesture for the holiday 
season and made my day. Thanks 
to Amelie, Owen, Jayden and 
Drew.

Andy Higgins
New Denver

to cut a tree down on your own property. 
What might work better than a messy 

property bylaw is a bylaw regulating the 
potential for environmental damage to 
the watershed or neighbour’s property. 
If a property has more than 10 unused 
vehicles, then the gas tanks and oils 
must be drained to reduce the potential 
of environmental damage, or a property 
with excessive piles of wood or debris 
that could be a fire hazard – this hazard 
should be reduced.

If the state of a neighbour’s property 
bothers you so much that you want a law 
to make them conform to your view as 
to how a property should look, then it’s 
you that should move to an area that 
meets your criteria, not try to change your 
neighbours to meet your requirements.

As a society, we are too quick to put 
regulations on things. We need to spend 
time thinking about what we will lose 
when we make regulations that impact 
our lives. An example of this is the 
new legislation, Bill 36, that will have 
all healthcare professions governed by 
vaccine mandates and, if they speak out 
against government health mandates, 
they will be fined. We need them to be 
able to speak out. This is the control 
we need to prevent us from being like 
China, a communist country where 
people are controlled by the government. 
With every action, there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. We need to be careful 
about where we are going with our laws 
and regulations so we don’t end up like 
them.

Phil Trotter and Michelle Poulin 
Kaslo

Definitions and 
human rights

Five times vaccinated and eagerly 
awaiting the next booster.

Sorry, but I realize I used the wrong 
definition, as Pfizer officials recently 
admitted that its mRNA injection is not 
a ‘vaccine’ but a gene therapy. By now, 
Stefano Scoglio has even refuted that the 
gene therapy produces spike proteins. 
The alleged spike protein production 
by our immune system is a “fairy tale,” 
he said in an article published in the 
online publication, OffGuardian, at 
off-guardian.org.

The WHO changed the definition 
of ‘pandemic’ in 2020 (after an earlier 
change in 2009) in order to adapt it to the 
COVID plandemic. The FDA changed 
the definition of ‘vaccine’ later, in order 
to accommodate the mRNA therapy. 
They made the changes only to fit their 
own goals, not following evidence at all. 
Changing a definition is so convenient, 
isn’t it?

More subtle and insidious 
proceedings reside currently in the 
psychiatric domain. Ontario’s College of 
Physicians and Surgeons (CPSO) added 
‘injection hesitancy’ or ‘injection refusal’ 
to the definition of mental illnesses. A 
heinous and nefarious way of breaking 
resistance to over-reaching governments.

By the way, which definition of truth 
was our prime minister adhering to when 
he lied under oath during the Emergency 
Inquiry in November 2022? “I did not 

call these people names,” he said under 
oath. Well, we as a fringe minority with 
unacceptable views remember what he 
stated on several occasions. 

The WHO is also working hard to 
become the universal and omnipotent 
health institution. (Good for you, Bill 
Gates.) All countries are asked to agree 
to the Pandemic Treaty, although they 
will lose their sovereignty under the 
new treaty in case of any pandemic 
declaration. The old version of the treaty 
reads in Article 3, Principle 1 (emphasis 
mine): “The implementation of these 
regulations shall be with full respect 
for the dignity, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of persons, 
based on the principles of equity, 
inclusivity, coherence and…” The new 
version of WHO’s Pandemic Treaty 
simply states: “The implementation 
of these regulations shall be based on 
the principles of equity, inclusivity, 
coherence and…” Yes you get it. The 
WHO draft removes dignity, human 
rights and fundamental freedoms!

Finally, a new definition of ‘informed 
consent’ was announced by Adrian Dix 
in Bill 36. 

In closing, I quote a paragraph of the 
message from the board of directors of 
Vaccine Choice Canada to their members 
on January 3, 2023: “The solution 
to the tyranny being imposed by our 
governments, media and the corporate 
medical industry remains simple – 
peaceful non-compliance and informed 
consent. It is our right, and our duty, to 
throw off such efforts to harm, control 
and enslave us.”

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

We can shift 
paradigms

“There is no profit in benevolence” 
is how a slave trader justifies his business 
in Lawrence Hill’s novel, The Book of 
Negroes.

John Steinbeck expressed a similar 
thought in his novel, Cannery Row, 
“The things we admire in humanity, 
kindness and generosity, openness, 
honesty, understanding and feeling, are 
the concomitants of failure in our system. 
And those traits we detest, sharpness, 
greed, acquisitiveness, meanness, 
egotism and self-interest, are the traits of 
success. And while humanity admires the 
quality of the first they love the produce 
of the second.”

Are Hill and Steinbeck describing 
qualities that apply to all of humanity or 
only to an extremely wealthy, influential 
minority? Jacob Marley in A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens challenges 
Hill and Steinbeck, “Humankind was 
my business. The common welfare was 
my business; charity, mercy, forbearance, 
and benevolence, were, all, my business. 
The dealings of my trade were but a drop 
of water in the comprehensive ocean of 
my business!” Business, says Marley, 
must be just.

In 2019, members of the Syilx 
Nation described how they blockaded a 
pipeline through their unceded territory. 
They expected no profit in benevolence. 
They knew their actions weren’t going 

to make them rich or earn them any 
money. Their goal was beyond profit, 
incomprehensible to those who have 
degenerated to think only in terms of 
profit and loss. The Syilx’s concern 
was the pipeline would leak: one litre 
of oil contaminates one million litres 
of groundwater. Leaked oil would 
irreparably contaminate their drinking 
water, a necessity for their families, for 
future generations, and for all life on 
Syilx land.

Like the Syilx, courageous people 
are being persecuted for trying to protect 
BC’s old-growth forests as we are fed 
the false dichotomy that we can have 
jobs or old-growth forests, but not 
both. We’re burdened with provincial 
forest policy that insists on prescribed 
annual allowable cuts above other forest 
values, loss of forest diversity, ecological 
neglect, the decadence of old-growth 
forests. Legal lies!

We can manage our forests for 
sustainable yields, long-term jobs, and 
higher-value products while protecting 
old-growth forests for their invaluable 
biodiversity, ecological services, and 
sheer magnificence. It’s possible to create 
profitable jobs that restore and build our 
natural capital rather than deplete or 
destroy it. We can protect our water, air, 
land, and our health while generating 
clean renewable energy at a lower 
cost than fossil fuels. We can include 
BC’s Indigenous Peoples fairly in land 
management decisions and negotiate 
just treaties.

Slavery, gross injustice, hatred, 
war, high risk of more frequent, more 
destructive environmental catastrophes 
persist, but so too do random acts of 
kindness, peaceful protests for social and 
environmental justice, love, affordable 
solutions to the climate crisis. We can 
shift paradigms so benevolence is 
profitable and what we admire are the 
traits of success when we lock arms 
with the 99%. We chose our leaders and 
the choices on offer range from greed, 
acquisitiveness, meanness, egotism and 
self-interest to kindness, generosity, 
openness, honesty, understanding and 
feeling. I choose hope, or in the words 
of Charles Dickens, “Don’t leave off 
hoping, or it’s of no use doing anything. 
Hope, hope to the last!”

Happy New Year.
Robert M. Macrae

Castlegar

Mockingbirds
I heard it on the news, so it must 

be true. But what’s really going on? 
When enough curiosity overcomes the 
biases we’ve been taught (Tell-lie-vision 
‘programs’ etc.), the cracks appear. 
When we dig, we find dirt. Dig deeper, 
more dirt.

Back in the ’50s, the CIA tried a little 
experiment. They wondered if they could 
manipulate public opinion or beliefs by 
working with news agencies and media. 
Such as it was at the time. Stories were 
put out with a particular slant, or stories 
that weren’t true at all... and they watched 
to see how it went. (Spoiler alert: it 
worked quite well.) So they carried on 
into the ’70s before they ‘shut down the 

project.’ They must have, because it was 
on the news back then. They wouldn’t lie 
to us, would they? Nixon days, I think.

Project Mockingbird, they called it. 
All the media looks the same, sounds 
the same, parrots the same lines, lies, 
spin, perspectives. Some topics shift 
into overdrive. Hyperdrive. That’s our 
first clue. Anything contrary to the 
narrative is meticulously censored, 
ridiculed, slandered etc. The crazy ones. 
Conspiracy theorists. Coined by guess 
who, CIA. Harvey didn’t know Jack, and 
all that. It’s just business, after all. The 
business of control, stealing resources, 
and genocide. Profits. Cut the losses. The 
‘useless eaters,’ they call us.

The recent Twitter dumps are 
interesting. Musk didn’t just buy a social 
media company, he bought evidence. 
And, in the spirit of Julian Assange, he’s 
busy releasing it. All the correspondence 
behind the scenes. FBI, CIA, Govern 
(control) -ment (the mind) ‘officials’ 
telling Twitter what to censor, who to 
blacklist. He names names. Publishes 
the actual correspondence, back and 
forth. Fired most of the FBI, CIA folks 
working at the company, and the ones 
complicit in the crimes. Hiding Hunter 
Biden’s laptop, elections fraud, and now 
the COVID lies: reinstating the doctors 
who tried to warn us of the dangers, the 
bioweapon. Actual documents from 
Pfizer, FDA, CDC, etc.....  we’re just 
getting started, he says. The truth so 
clear it shines above the sludge sinking 
to the bottom of the cesspool. Not a peep 
from mainstream. Facebook, Google, 
YouTube, CNN, etc., all the same. 
Trudeau paid many millions to CBC to 
toe the line. 

“It’s far easier to scam people than to 
convince them they’ve been scammed.” 
(author unknown) Our second-in-
command – her grandfather worked 
with Hitler’s Propaganda Minister 
Goebbels back in the war – the one who 
said, “If you tell a lie big enough, and 
keep repeating it, people will eventually 
come to believe it.” The apple doesn’t fall 
far from the tree. Their allegiance is to 
World Economic Forum, the dark global 
empire, not the people.

Recent letters to the Valley Voice 
illustrate the point. All the COVID stuff, 
and now Mr. Gray bravely summarizes 
the background and context of Ukraine 
(no mention of the 46 US-funded 
bioweapons labs), yet public opinion 
ignores the facts. The writer is slammed, 
as are many who simply try to highlight 
the truth. Discernment is an option.

Who runs the media? Tweedle Dee 
and Tweedle DUMBS. There’s always 
more to the stories. Humpty Dumpty is 
ready to fall.

Al Muckle
Winlaw

CORRECTION
In our December 15 issue, we 

ran a letter titled, ‘Response to 
Brian Gray.’ The letter was from 
Jim McKee of Edgewood, not Brian 
McKee as we mistakenly published.

December 
concert in Kaslo 
was exquisite

On one of the snowiest afternoons 
of this winter, a lucky group of people 
gathered at the recently renovated St 
Andrew’s Heritage Hall in Kaslo for 
a seasonal concert that turned out to 

be far more than many of us were 
anticipating. Fantastic acoustics and 
ample natural daylight created a superb 
venue for this music. Twenty-three 
choir members, seven musicians, 
and three featured soloists filled the 
relatively small space with a rich, full 
sound that travelled via our ears and 
into our hearts.

Since 2018, Noemi Kiss has been 
the artistic director of the Cottonwood 
Singers, based in Nelson, with members 
from Argenta to Slocan. This is a very 
professional, talented group, and their 
joy of singing comes through clearly. 

For me, a big highlight was three 
songs in a row sung by Argenta’s 
Noemi, Nelson’s well-known Kathleen 
Neudorf, and Kaslo’s own Kuimba 
choir director, Tamara Sunsong. Some 
of the audience admitted to having 
tears in their eyes after hearing these 
ethereal, timeless pieces. 

After nine gorgeous songs, the 
choir was joined by the orchestra for 
the feature work, Vivaldi’s splendid 
‘Gloria.’ I had heard this music before, 
but never live, and I was quite simply 
stunned by its sheer beauty, power and 
passion. Two violins, viola, cello, and 
keyboard were the base instruments, 
joined by trumpet and flute on some 
parts. These were all highly talented 
musicians from all over the Kootenays, 
and their performances raised the level 
of excitement in the hall.

I feel so lucky and grateful to 
have been there, December 18, and 
congratulate Noemi for her vision and 
talent to put together such a heart-
warming, uplifting show.

Kim Walker
Kaslo
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

COMMUNITY

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The trial of a Kaslo-area man for 
an assault that occurred last February 
opened in a Nelson courtroom last 
week.

Alejandro Calderon was charged 
after Jana Poborilova said she was 
assaulted by a man on February 11, 
2022. Her testimony took up the 
whole morning session of the trial. 

Poborilova told the court the 
incident began the afternoon of 
February 11, as she was preparing 
her equipment for a trip to a remote 
lodge with a group of tourists. She 
works as a backcountry guide for a 
Canmore-based outfitter.

“I had to leave early, be ready 
to hit the road,” she testified. “I was 
waxing my skis when I heard a loud 
noise coming downstairs, from the 
apartment I rent.”

The noise continued, and the 
shouting between her tenant and 
another person was getting louder, 
and more obnoxious.

“It was the ‘F-word’ over and 
over,” she told the court. “I thought 
it sounded like a fight, or an angry 
conversation, full of emotion.”

Crown presents case in Kaslo assault trial
Other than a conversation early 

on about having too many visitors 
at a time, she said she only had 
cordial relations with her tenant, 
Ben Kogan, an Israeli citizen living 
in Kaslo.

Poborilova said she had to bring 
a neighbour’s dog that she cares for 
back to her owner, so she got dressed 
to return the dog – and decided 
to see what was happening in her 
rental unit.

But when she went down to 
the unit, she saw two men inside 
– Kogan in the kitchen, and a man 
sitting passively in a chair. That man 
was Alejandro Calderon.

“There was no fighting – it 
was just emotional chatter,” said 
Poborilova. 

But the constant aggravating and 
obscene language made her want to 
“tell them off,” she told the court. 
She knocked on the door, and when 
the tenant, Kogan, came to the door, 
she launched into a profanity-laced 
rant of her own at the two men, she 
said.

“Mainly because I saw him in a 
relaxed state, but throwing F-bombs, 
so it was all totally for nothing,” 
she told the court. She said she 
only decided at the last minute to 
match their obscene language with 
her own. Berating the two men for 
indiscriminate use of the expletive, 
she estimated she used the word 
herself eight to ten times in her short 
diatribe. She then walked away. 

“Ben was shocked,” she told the 
court. “And I heard Alejandro say, ‘I 
should go home now.’”

Poborilova said she then left to 
take the neighbour’s dog home a few 
doors down. Her street is poorly lit 
and she often wore a headlamp to 
help her navigate, she told the court. 
This time, however, she didn’t have 
it turned on. 

So she was surprised when 
she ran into Calderon on the street 
outside her house.

“He said ‘Hey, you got a problem 
with me, bitch?’” she testified. A 
second later, Calderon was right in 

front of her, and he head-butted her 
in the face.

“I don’t recall a second or 
two after that,” said Poborilova, 
who is about 5’4” and weighs 138 
pounds. The tall but lanky Calderon 
dominated the fight, she said. “He 
either dragged or punched me. He 
pulled my jacket down around my 
arms. I was pushing back, trying to 
cover myself.”

The two fell to the ground, fists 
and legs flailing, Poborilova said. 
She started to scream, but worried 
no one would hear her cries in the 
dark neighbourhood. She recalled 
landing a few punches on the man.

A few moments later, Calderon 
got up and left the scene.

Shaken but seemingly unhurt, 
Poborilova went into her house, 
and called police. Then she started 
feeling aches and pains, she said. 
The bridge of her nose and her eyes 
started to puff up. She felt the impact 
of Calderon’s blows on her body, and 
her back was scratched from when 
she fell to the ground in the skirmish.

“In the morning, it was like 
Avatar, the movie,” she told the 
court, referencing the blue aliens 
from the James Cameron film.

Poborilova called the police, who 
responded a few minutes later. She 
told them she wasn’t contemplating 
laying charges at first.

“I thought it was a minor thing, 
like you see in the movies every 
day,” she told the court. “I didn’t 
feel it was such a major issue. Then 
I realized it is.”

She said she also felt some 
pressure from friends and the 
community to press charges.

“It was pressure from people 
in Kaslo who heard about it,” she 
testified. “They contacted me to 
ask how I was doing. People said I 
should [press charges].”

Poborilova said she told police 
that night she still felt safe in her 
home, though she retrieved her 
neighbour’s dog and had a friend stay 
over for security. The next day, she 
went to the Kaslo police detachment 
and gave a full statement to police.
Calderon statement

The accused didn’t testify at 
the hearing, but the court did hear a 
voluntary statement Calderon gave 
to police about the incident, also the 
next day.

Calderon told Constable Doug 
Wilson he was sitting in his friend’s 
apartment when the landlady came 
to the door and began swearing at 
them. He said he had had a drink or 
two but was not impaired.

He said after that harangue he 
left, but encountered Poborilova 
outside the apartment. He said she 
still had the dog with her.

“The lady was screaming, yelling 
and me,” he says on the recording. 
“Then she rushed at me.”

Calderon said he raised his arms 
to defend himself, but couldn’t do 
much with his right arm, which he 
had injured a few days earlier.

“I can’t protect myself… she 
hit me in the throat and I am having 
trouble breathing,” he told Wilson. 
“She landed a second blow on my 

jaw.”
Calderon – who is 6’2” and 

weights 170 pounds – said the dog 
was attacking as well, and he and 
Poborilova fell to the ground, where 
he tried to protect himself from more 
blows from the woman. He denied 
head-butting her.

“I’m bald. I could not smash her 
in the head without injuring myself,” 
he told the officer.

Calderon said he f inal ly 
extricated himself from the attack 
and left the scene.

“I was concerned – she had a 
partner,” he says on the tape. “I 
needed to get out of there before 
some dude came out.”

Calderon walked out to the 
highway, where he was picked up 
by a Shutty Bench neighbour who 
would often give him lifts to his 
home, 10 kilometres north of Kaslo. 
That neighbour, Shad Wilson (no 
relation to the police officer) told the 
court Calderon seemed a little shaken 
up at the time, and told him what 
happened, but otherwise seemed 
normal.

The audio recording also gave 
the court an insight into Calderon’s 
mental state at the time.

“I don’t feel safe in this town half 
the time; I suffer from significant 
social anxiety,” he told the officer. 
“… If I think I am threatened by 
someone, I will hurt them.

“I am not the easiest person to 
deal with,” he admitted. “But I am 
not the kind to go and be popping 
ladies.”

In his testimony, Constable 
Wilson said he thanked Calderon for 
his co-operation and said there was 
nothing unusual in his demeanour 
or appearance that next day. About 
a week later, he charged Calderon 
with assault.
Defence’s turn

Defence counsel Don White 
raised several issues in the cross-
examination of the witnesses – like 
the slipperiness of the sidewalk, 
Poborilova’s fighting skills, and the 
timing of the events of the afternoon 
leading up to the encounter. But 
court time ran out, forcing the trial 
to adjourn half-complete.

The parties have to set a second 
day for the trial. The defence said it 
plans to call Ben Kogan, Poborilova’s 
former tenant, to testify. He now lives 
in Israel and the logistics of his 
participation are being worked out.

It’s not known if Calderon will 
take the stand in his own defence.

Calderon was brought to Nelson 
for the trial from the Okanagan, 
where he is currently in custody for 
breach of his bail conditions. After 
he was charged for the February 
assault, he was released on bail. Then 
in early December last year, he was 
arrested and detained after a man got 
into an argument with Kaslo Home 
Hardware staff and tried to burn 
down the historic hardware store. 
Calderon’s next court date is January 
17, when a date is to be set for the 
second day of the assault trial. The 
December arson charge is also on the 
docket for that day. 

submitted
The Langham presents the 

multi-award-winning string quartet 
super-group, The Fretless, live in 
concert in the historic Langham 
theatre. Comprised of celebrated 
solo artists, this is a string quartet 
unlike any other you have heard 
before. 

The Fretless deconstruct and 
transform the usual rhythmic, 
h a r m o n i c  a n d  s t r u c t u r e d 
compositions of fiddle styles from 
around the world, creating intricate, 
beautiful, high-energy arrangements 
that push traditional music to new 
imaginative horizons – transcending 
genre and defying stereotype. Their 
sound is distinctly rich, multi-
layered, and uniquely percussive, 

The Fretless performs at the Langham January 17.

Juno winners The Fretless 
coming to the Langham

producing a completely fresh 
approach to folk music.

They are just as likely to perform 
at a concert hall as a folk festival. 
They can be found playing a pub one 
day and a chamber music festival the 
next, often collaborating with world-
class vocalists. For this show, they 
will be joined by Winnipeg-based 
vocalist Madeleine Roger. 

“It isn’t often that you come 
across instrumental music so 
beautiful that each track feels like 
brush strokes in a piece of artwork.” 
(Ben Ray, Cherwell)

Don’t miss this very special 
evening of music!

Tuesday January 17, 7 pm. 
Tickets $25 at Sunnyside Naturals 
or Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo. 
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! • Winter Hours: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm; Closed 
Sunday to Tuesday • 30% off now on our fine selection of 2023 photo and art 
calendars – including Jesse Schpakowski’s gorgeous Kootenay Landscapes 
with 8 Valley images – plus the wide array of annual planners from Winlaw’s 
Polestar • Our first literary addition of 2023 is Art Joyce’s latest book of poetry, 
Blue Communion, and the poems therein are quite moving and powerful • As 
always we’ve got awesome natural fashion, quality wool blankets, great gifts, 
and much more. Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-
358-2178 • RavensNestBC.com • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of the unincorporated 
town of Winlaw would like to see 
a more welcoming and vibrant 
downtown core, according to the 
results of the recent Live, Love 
Winlaw Community Engagement 
Project. 

The goal of the project was to get 
a better idea of how Winlaw residents 
feel about their public spaces and 
what improvements could be made. 
“What could make these places 
better – what could make them safer, 
cleaner,” said Shauna Fidler, one of 
the project organizers.

Fidler was board chair of the 
recently dissolved West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op, which was 
retained by the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Partnership 
to design and deliver the project. 
The project was funded by a grant 
from the BC government’s Rural 
Development branch.

Live, Love Winlaw project assesses community livability
Live, Love Winlaw used a series 

of online and in-person surveys 
to engage the community. Top 
community priorities were: more 
public gathering places, downtown 
beautification, arts and cultural 
events, access to transportation and 
improved downtown safety. 

Although the project’s main 
purpose was to gather input, it 
also inspired two community 
improvements: a map of the 
businesses and services in Winlaw 
that will be installed soon at 
Winlaw Mini-Mart, and a public art 
installation this summer.

Fidler, a graphic designer by 
trade, created the new Winlaw map. 
It will go up in late January and will 
be updated periodically with new 
businesses.

The new art installation should 
go up sometime in the summer. 
The Slocan Valley Community Arts 
Council will take the lead on this, and 
will start seeking applications from 

artists in late January. According 
to Arts Council Administrator Lisa 
House, the application process will 
be open for about 30 days.

Funds for  the public  ar t 
installation include $10,000 set aside 
by the Live, Love Winlaw project. 
House said the arts council may try to 
round up more money depending on 
what the final design turns out to be.

The full Live, Love Winlaw 
report provides details on a broad 
range of topics. Transportation 
is a recurring theme, with many 
people wanting more community 
transportation options. Highway 
safety and speed signage are also a 
concern, as many residents walk or 
bike on the main highway through 
town.

Arts and cultural events and 
activities featured prominently on 
the minds of residents, with many 
survey respondents saying they want 
more facilities for these activities 
and would like to see more festivals 

and events like Ymir’s Tiny Lights 
Festival.

Beautifying public places and a 
need for more gathering spaces were 
top priorities. Many respondents 
said they would like more access to 
Winlaw Hall. 

Safety concerns were raised, 
with “unsavory gatherings and drug 
use” in the centre of Winlaw causing 
some to feel unsafe in the area in the 
evenings. Suggestions were made 
to improve lighting and clean up 
garbage to help alleviate some of 
these safety concerns.

Fidler was clear that the results 
are meant to indicate the direction 
that residents want the community to 
go in, but are not things that she or 
the co-op have the ability or intention 
to take action on.

“It is our hope that word will 
continue to get out about this 
data and local organizations and 
businesses will continue to access 
the information for their purposes,” 

Fidler says in the project report. 
“Information like that gathered in 
these surveys will hopefully help 
develop awareness around the gaps 
and shortfalls in our community 
and that more organizations will be 
inspired to address them in order to 
further improve the wellbeing of 
residents and liveability of Winlaw.”

An overview of results is 
available on the slocanvalley.
com webpage. Any business or 
organization in the Winlaw area can 
contact Fidler for the full survey 
results.
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It pays to advertise 
in the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

by John Boivin, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

The people working to 
protect Kaslo from forest fires 
want to establish a series of 
temporary ponds that could 
be used as water reservoirs 
around the town.

The pitch was made by 
John Cathro, who has been 
heading up the Village of 
Kaslo FireSmart program for 
the last few years.

“We know we don’t 
have enough water when we 
need it. We don’t have the 
ability to get the water from 
temporary storage to where 
we need it,” John Cathro told 
the December 12 meeting of 
Kaslo Village council. “So 
that [planning] is going to be 
a big part of the coming year.”

Cathro presented the 
idea while updating council 
on the community’s work 
to better protect itself from 
wildfires. He said a lot had 
been accomplished in the 
last few years by various 
agencies working together 
on FireSmart programs – 
from the community forest to 
regional government to local 
fire protection services. 

The result has been a 
higher-than-average number 
of assessments done and 
areas improved to reduce fire 
danger, compared to the rest 
of the region. Several large-
scale projects, –like clearing 
land around the aerodrome – 
as well as projects on private 
property have been finished.

FireSmart program envisions water reservoirs surrounding Kaslo
But while there’s been 

progress in some areas to 
enhance wildfire safety, water 
availability remains a big 
issue. Should a forest fire 
break out within town limits, 
it’s not clear the Village’s 
water system could provide 
enough water to put it out.

“Even if you do rely 
on Village water, you don’t 
always have enough in the 
summer for suppression,” he 
says. “There’s a real move to 
sell rooftop sprinklers, but we 
don’t have enough water if 
everyone wants to use them.”

The FireSmart committee 
has been looking at facilities 
such as the currently unused 
McDonald Creek reservoir as 
a potential emergency water 
source.

“The thinking is, what if 
we were able to temporarily 
store water there?” he said. 
“So we brought in an engineer 
who’s looking at it and will 
give us a report. The idea is 
we could store water there 

– the walls are 12 feet high 
and 30 feet across. If we 
could temporarily store water 
there, it could be used for 
suppression.”

He says they hope to hear 
back from the consultant on 
that reservoir – but in the 
meantime they’re looking at 
other options, as well. The 
committee has identified a 
number of potential locations 
around town where temporary 
storage ponds might be set up.

“Strategically, where 
can we put more temporary 
water in places with the 
infrastructure – roads, the 
ability to fill it, put it there 
safely, access it – so we can 
strategically have water in and 
around the community when 
we need it.”

Councillors were told 
there were no other existing 
unused structures like the 
McDonald Creek reservoir, 
and the FireSmart group 
figures another possibility 
would be to install temporary 

reservoirs around town.
“We can get them – 

they’re used by BC Wildfire 
Service. There’s these big 
orange bladders like backyard 
swimming pools,” Cathro 
said. “Depending on how it 
works, and the appetite for it, 
we may want to put in more 
permanent water systems that 
would actually be plumbed 
in.”

Cathro said the committee 
was stil l  exploring the 
potentials and possible 
solutions to the issue. 

He said funding for such 
a project could come through 
Columbia Basin Trust , 
provincial government and 
other sources.

“There’s a lot of money 
in the system to pay for 
everything from equipment, 
to crew time, to training, 
outreach, education – it’s not 
limitless, but the Province 
really treats this as a priority.”

Council accepted Cathro’s 
presentation as information.

by  Mark  Page ,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The School Distr ict 
10 board of trustees had a 
light agenda at the meeting 
preceding the school holiday, 
December 17 - January 2.
New vans

School District 10 is in the 
process of purchasing three 
new vans to be used for travel 
to extracurricular activities 
and other off-site activities. 

The district can use school 
buses for this, but they cost 
$2.75 per kilometre to run 
while a van costs $0.50 per 
kilometre. There is currently 
only one minivan shared by 
six schools.

“We currently have one 
minivan and it’s very highly 
used,” said Treasurer Michael 
McLellan. “That becomes the 
subject of debate amongst 
various groups about who gets 
to use it. And unfortunately, 
you’ve got really good 
educational initiatives that 
only one of those groups gets 
to do.”

That minivan is due for 
replacement, and Nakusp 
Secondary wants its own van. 
So the district is looking to 
purchase three vans – two full-
size ones and one mini-van. 
The total price tag comes out 
to $240,999.

The old minivan is a 
20-year-old Toyota Sienna 
with over 150,000 kilometres 

School District 10 board, December 13: Three new vans coming
on it, so the larger vans would 
be a big upgrade. McLellan 
went through all the options 
and said that because of the 
wait times for new vehicles 
at the moment and the need 
for these to be all-wheel drive, 
they would be choosing to buy 
two 10-passenger Ford Transit 
vans and one seven-passenger 
Chrysler Pacifica. Anything 
bigger than the 10-passenger 
models would need to be 
driven by someone with a 
Class 4 driver’s license, which 
the district wants to avoid so 
teachers and parents can drive 
them.

“It’s something that would 
be used around the whole 
district,” said Superintendent 
Peter  Dubinsky.  “That 
certainly solves a bit of a 
current tug-of-war for use 
of the van for multiple user 
groups.”
Childcare Centre 
open house

Trustees got a peek at 
the new childcare centre at 
Nakusp Elementary before the 
December 13 board meeting. 
The public gets their chance 
to check out the new facility 
at open houses on January 11 
from 6 to 7 pm and January 14 
from 10 to 11 am. 

The facility will provide 
before- and after-school 
care as well as care for 
preschoolers. Superintendent 
Peter Dubinsky said further 
updates on opening dates and 
registration will be given at 
the January board meeting.

The district has already 
put out job postings for 
early childhood educators 
and infant/toddler educators. 
Dubinsky acknowledged that 
hiring may not be easy in the 

current economic climate. 
“The reality right now 

is that there is a shortage of 
staff not only in our area but 
across the province, especially 
infant/toddler educators, 
which is a specialized position 
that requires additional 
training,” he said. “We are 
doing everything that we 
can to recruit high-quality 
early childhood educators, 
especially infant/toddler 
educators.”
New bouldering 
wall

L u c e r n e  S c h o o l ’ s 
new bouldering wall was 
celebrated at an event at the 
school on December 2. The 
project is intended to foster 
student interest in the outdoors 
and climbing. Fundraising for 
the wall was completed by 
the Lucerne Parent Advisory 
Council and inspired by a 
similar project at Nakusp 
Secondary. 

The wall has been open for 
students since mid-November. 
Community members are 
also able to use the wall on 
Wednesday evenings between 
7 and 9 pm.
Correction on 
Edgewood 
Elementary 
enrollment 
deadline

In the Valley Voice’s 
December 1 ar t ic le  on 
Edgewood  Elementa ry 
enrollment, we reported that 
parents have until February 
to register for kindergarten. 
That is incorrect. Registration 
begins on February 1 for all 
schools for the 2023-2024 
school year and there is no 
deadline for registration.
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by Margaret Scaia, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Spark in the Dark Lantern 
Festival will take place January 28 
this year. The parade will begin at 
the Kohan Garden, flow through the 
orchard, across the bridge, down 
Slocan Avenue to the Bosun Hall, 
where there will be music, food and 
entertainment.

The Spark Team – Rosalie Bird, 
Leanne Fulton and Roni Jurgensen 
– presented to council a short video 
featuring the first Spark in the Dark 
Lantern Festival, held in January last 
year. The film, produced by local 
videographer Isaac Carter, highlighted 
the magical feeling created by the 
lanterns, and the delight and creativity 
of people of all ages. Last year, the 
Spark Team and the Slocan Lake 
Arts Council sponsored three lantern 
making workshops at Knox Hall in 
the weeks leading up to the event. 
These workshops are being held again 
this year.

The Spark Team thanked the 
Village of New Denver for their 
support, which includes a $945 grant-
in-aid for the rental of Knox Hall 
for this year’s workshops, in-kind 
contributions of staff time, traffic 
control by the fire department, and the 

New Denver Council, December 13: Spark in the Dark to light up the village January 28
loan of three fire pits. Mayor Leonard 
Casley and councillors thanked the 
Spark Team and SLAC for their work 
on this very successful community 
building event.
Loan authorized for well 
project

If the Village’s funding application 
for phase two of the well relocation 
project is denied this spring, the 
project will still go ahead with 
borrowed funds. Council adopted the 
bylaw authorizing a loan of almost 
$1.2 million for the project. If the 
Village ends up borrowing the funds, 
repayment will happen over 25 years 
through an increase to utility bills. 

Phase one of the project – drilling 
the two new wells – is ongoing. 
Phase two includes building a new 
pumphouse, installing water lines and 
decommissioning the old wells.
Water and garbage rates 
going up

Water rates are going up 5% this 
year and next, from $359 last year to 
$377 this year and $396 next year (per 
residence). CAO Scott reported that an 
analysis of the rates and budget showed 
the 10% increase over two years 
would be necessary to sustain service 
standards and future capital planning. 

The increase results in $8,900 more 
revenue per year for the Village.

Garbage rates are rising 10% this 
year, from $164 to $180 per residence, 
to offset the 10% increase in tipping 
fees at the Rosebery transfer station. 
This will bring in another $8,000 for 
the Village. Scott reported that there 
will probably be other extra expenses 
this year, as well, such as repairs to 
the garbage truck. Staff recommended 
holding off on setting rates for future 
years until the Solid Waste Study is 
completed.

Water and garbage rates have not 
been increased since 2019.
Possible funding for 
House of Joyful Tidings

A possible funding source has been 
identified for the project to restore 
the historic House of Joyful Tidings 
building for use as the campground 
attendant’s office and accommodation 
at Centennial Campground. The Village 
will submit an Expression of Interest to 
the Destination Development Fund for 
the project. If the EOI is successful, the 
Village will be invited to the next stage 
of the application process by January 6.
Carpenter Creek flood 
mapping

The Village will apply for funding 
to develop current flood maps for the 
portion of Carpenter Creek that is 
within the municipality. As the funding 
program encourages regional projects, 
staff will invite the Village of Silverton 
to collaborate, to also develop flood 
mapping for the portion of Silverton 
Creek that is within the Village of 
Silverton. The grant is available 
through the Community Emergency 
Preparedness Fund, administered by 
the Union of BC Municipalities.

Nikkei Centre 
The Nikkei Internment Memorial 

Centre will have its own reserve fund 
for preservation, maintenance and 
restoration projects. Council adopted 
the bylaw establishing the reserve fund.

Council also authorized an 
application for a co-op student from 
the UBC Master’s of Library and 
Information Studies program. If the 
application is successful, the graduate 
student would begin the proper storage, 
cataloguing and deaccessioning of the 
NIMC collection as the new archives 

building comes online.
Applications will also go in to 

the Canada Summer Jobs and the 
Young Canada Works in Heritage 
Organizations programs for summer 
students at the Nikkei Centre this 
season.
Downtown revitalization

A downtown revitalization plan 
may be in the offing. The Village 
will apply for funding from the new 
Rural Economic Diversification and 
Infrastructure Program (REDIP) for 
the plan.

by Kathy Hartman
Columbia Wireless is gearing up 

to launch its new ‘Air Optics’ internet 
service in Silverton and New Denver 
– a wireless system with fibre-optic 
speeds. Ben Leslie, CEO of Columbia 
Wireless, made a presentation to 
Silverton council at its December 
13 meeting about the plan and asked 
for help finding locations for 20-30 
repeaters around the village. 

Leslie reported that his company 
has set up an uplink to the new fibre-
optic backbone that was recently 
installed from Playmor Junction to just 
north of Nakusp by the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation (CBBC). It is 
at the point of presence (POP) in 
Silverton that Columbia Wireless has 
connected to the backbone. The next 
step is to install repeaters in the village, 
and then any household or business 
with line of sight to a repeater would 
be able to sign up for the service 
and enjoy upload and download 
speeds as high as 1,000 Mbps, he 
said. Monthly service fees would be 
similar to the fibre pricing model on 
the company’s website ($75-$175). 
Installation would be free and there 
would be no contracts. 

CAO Viv Thoss said she contacted 

Wireless internet with fibre speeds 
coming to Silverton and New Denver

BC Hydro to request access to the 
hydro poles in Silverton for the 
repeaters, but has not yet heard back. 
Councillor Clarence denBok asked if 
Columbia Wireless would consider 
placing the repeaters on private 
buildings and Leslie’s response was 
a resounding ‘yes.’ Mayor Colin 
Ferguson asked if Leslie would be 
open to negotiating a deal with the 
Village in exchange for using Village 
property. “Perhaps free internet?” he 
suggested.

When asked about radiofrequency 
emissions from the repeaters, Leslie 
said they were similar to baby monitors. 
“Our equipment uses 4 watts maximum 
output power so even if you put your 
hand in front of one of the antennas, it 
will completely lose signal. I compare 
the Air Optics system to baby monitors 
because the power outputs are similar, 
which is what makes them both limited 
to short range,” he said.

Leslie said Columbia Wireless is 
a local company out of Nelson and 
assured council that the big telcos 
would not be involved. “The money 
stays in the Kootenays. Columbia 
Wireless is a local company,” he said.

Leslie and Thoss agreed to meet to 
discuss the project further.
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Bird food & feeders
Amaryllis bulbs & Paperwhites

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts, vests 

& hoodies

Winter’s here – be prepared – snow 
shovels, ice scrapers, sleds for kids 

& adults, heat tape & insulation

Clothing & socksMens & Ladies’ 
winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99 

grey or black

Fir clean burn wood 
pellets by the pallet 

$444.50 for 50 bags
40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles

Seed starting kits, soil, flats, 
inserts, domes, seeds

Start your own microgreens!
Safety salt & traction aids, lava 

grip, high performance ice melter

by  Mark  Page ,  Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

The Village has partnered 
with the West Kootenay 
Football Club to obtain a 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) 
grant to fix up the Expo Park 
sports fields. This will begin 
with the decommissioning of 
the current irrigation systems 
and installation of new ones 
before sod is laid over top.

No major renovations 
have been completed in the 
park since its creation in 
1986. The project will cost 
$225,000, with the Village 
responsible for $56,250 and 
the remainder paid for by the 
CBT grant. Council passed a 
motion to fund the Village’s 
portion of the project with 
COVID Safe Restart grant 
money ($30,000) and gas tax 
reserve funds ($26,250). 

The water intake for the 
irrigation has to be fixed 

Slocan council, December 12: Upgrades to Expo Park sports fields
for this project to go ahead. 
The cost for the repair is 
considered a municipal 
obligation, so cannot be paid 
for by the grant. That project 
will have to go through a 
bidding process as it will cost 
over $75,000. 
Winter carnival 

Plans for a winter carnival 
in Expo Park on February 4 
continue as organizer Lisa 
Parente seeks funding from 
both the RDCK and the Village 
of Slocan for the event. She is 
looking for $8,800 to get 
the carnival going. Parente 
was the organizer of this 
past summer’s Community 
Concert in the Park.

The event  proposal 
includes live music and dance, 
a snow sculpture workshop, 
art installations, and food 
and artisan vendors. There 
would also be a warming 
tent with propane heaters 
and potential satellite events 

around town. The festival 
would be followed by an 
‘ecstatic dance’ event at the 
Slocan Legion Hall. The event 
is to be drug and alcohol free.

RDCK Area H Director 
Walter Popoff has committed 
to matching any contribution 
by Slocan. Council decided 
to provide $3,000 from a 
community development 
grant, so Parente will receive 
$6,000 and will still have to 
fundraise for the additional 
$2,800.
Council pay

Council voted to have 
future stipend increases 
follow inflation using the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
as a guideline. The CPI takes 
into account a broad range 
of prices to decide on the 
inflationary rate. This will 
increase council members’ 
pay on April 1 of each year 
with the first raise currently 
estimated at 6.02%. If the 
CPI were to ever go negative, 
council members would 
receive no increase but would 
not have pay reduced.

These annual increases 
still don’t address the disparity 
between the stipend for mayor 
and council in Slocan and the 
stipend for council members 
elsewhere in BC. This was 
first noted at the November 
7 council meeting. It was 
decided that the best time 
to revisit this would be 
after budget deliberations; 
Councillor Jordan Knott said 
at the November meeting that 
he would like to get a better 
sense of Village finances 
before giving himself a raise. 
Budget deliberations will take 
place in January.
RCMP report

Local RCMP detachment 
commander Corporal Tom 
Gill spoke to council about 
police activity in Slocan, 
community engagement 
efforts and officer recruitment. 

Gill said he is looking 
for a new officer, as one 
of his current officers is 
transferring to Prince Rupert 
for a promotion. He says the 
most important factor for him 
is experience working in small 
communities as community 

engagement takes on higher 
importance. “Recruitment is 
not easy,” he added.

He  sa id  the  RCMP 
responded to 175 calls in 
Slocan in 2022, similar to the 
year before, and he said the 
most common infractions are 
driving related.

“I still believe, based on 
recent numbers, that driving 
under the influence is a 
priority,” he said. “Driving 
unlicensed, uninsured is still 
an issue.”

He also talked about the 
importance of foot patrols 
in the spring, summer and 
fall. He said this is more 
about increasing police 
presence and getting to know 
community members than 
writing violation tickets.

“Writing tickets non-stop 
in small communities like this 
will have us escorted out very, 
very quickly,” he said, “or 
make working very difficult.”
Financial report

Chief Financial Officer 
Nathan Russ  gave  the 
quarterly financial report.

Campground revenue 
was higher than last year’s, 
while investment income 
was down. Last year at this 
time, the Village had over 
$1 million of BC provincial 
government funds in the bank 
for a microhydro project. The 
project was subsequently 
cancelled and the money 
has now been returned to 
the Province. The Village 
was able to keep the accrued 
interest on the funds.

Russ also gave a rundown 
on capital projects. The tennis 
court revitalization is 80% 
complete; the skatepark 
was completed this fall with 
funding from the Columbia 
Basin Trust; the design for 
the Harold Street revamp is 
75% done; the Legion Hall 
rehabilitation was finished; 
and the town completed 
the update on its Official 
Community Plan. 

Put off until next year 
will be work on the Springer 
Creek walking bridge and the 
purchase of a new excavator. 
The demolition of the curling 
club was put out for bids, but 
they came back much higher 
than expected so this project is 
now delayed. It may have to 
be revisited by council.

During the sess ion, 
C o u n c i l l o r  M a d e l e i n e 
Perriere asked Russ how 
rising interest rates would 
affect the payments the 
Village is making on the funds 
borrowed to purchase the 
old Springer Creek mill site. 
Russ answered that the rate 
had risen from 1% to 4% 
on a short-term $100,000 
loan, bringing payments from 
about $600 per month to over 
$2,000.
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SERVICE CHANGE NOTICE
Due critical staffing challenges in the region Nakusp Pharmachoice will have to 
reduce pharmacy services on Saturdays for the immediate future. 
Starting on Saturday January 21st 2023 there will be no prescription services 
available on Saturdays only. 
Full pharmacy services will be available Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 
Please ensure your prescription is ordered and picked up during our regular 
pharmacy service hours Monday to Friday 9AM - 5:30 PM. 
Nakusp Pharmachoice will be open on Saturdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Front shop 
items will continue to be available however some over-the-counter medications 
(Most cough and cold products, gravol, codeine products, Antihistamines, muscle 
relaxants and plan B) will not be available to purchase because there is no 
pharmacist on duty.
We are working very hard to fill this pharmacist vacancy and are extremely sorry 
for any inconvenience this loss in service will cause our customers, patients, 
health care providers and our community.
Thank you for your ongoing consideration, understanding and support. 

LUNCH CLOSURE CHANGE NOTICE
Starting January 21st we will be changing our lunch closure to 1:00  PM - 1:45 PM
This should allow more customers to shop Nakusp Pharmachoice during their 
lunch hour. Please call one of your Nakusp Pharmachoice team members (ph. 
250-265-2228) if you have any questions or concerns. 

by Sheri Walsh
SD 8 is redeveloping its strategic 

plan this school year, and will be 
consulting with the public and all 
its education partners, including 
staff, students, parents, Indigenous 
communities, and the broader public. 
Superintendent Trish Smillie presented 
a plan describing how and when this 
consultation will occur. Trustees 
approved the plan after reviewing the 
proposed consultation questions and 
receiving assurance that consultation 
would be well advertised, broad, and 
inclusive. 

Another significant portion of the 
meeting was devoted to the district’s 
Type 3 Alternate programs, currently 
comprised of Sequoia (associated with 
Mt Sentinel Secondary) and REACH 
(associated with LVR Secondary). 
A third Type 3 Alternate program 
was formerly associated with JV 
Humphries Elementary-Secondary 
in Kaslo, but closed a few years ago. 
These alternate education programs 
provide educational, social, and 
emotional support for students in 

School District 8, December 13: Public engagement set for strategic planning
grades 10 through 12 whose needs are 
not able to be met in a traditional school 
program. Support is provided through 
differentiated instruction, specialized 
program delivery and enhanced 
counselling services. Each student 
must have an annually reviewed 
learning plan as well as an exit strategy 
to facilitate their transition back into 
the regular school system. Enrolment 
at Sequoia since 2015 has remained 
steady at 13 to 15 students, currently 
supported by a classroom teacher and 
a part-time youth and family worker. 

An update  on the Capi ta l 
Operations Plan was presented by 
Director of Operations Chris Kerr. 
Director Kerr provided a thorough 
history of the water quality problem 
at Brent Kennedy Elementary and 
how it has finally been resolved. He 
also described the issues associated 
with installation of solar panels at 
Mt. Sentinel Secondary. Extensive 
investigations revealed that solar 
panels could not be installed on either 
the roof or walls, while a ground array 
was not feasible due to extremely high 

cost. Mt. Sentinel’s student Green 
Team is exploring other project options 
for the remaining student-raised funds. 
Meanwhile, district staff will proceed 
with upgrading and replacing the 
HVAC and boilers at Mt. Sentinel over 
the next two years. 

Trus tees  approved annual 
remuneration adjustments based on 
the change in the BC Consumer Price 
Index as of December 31 each year, a 
departure from the previous formula 
which was based on the average 
trustee remuneration in the other 59 
school districts. The board chair will 
soon receive $22,178, the vice-chair 
$20,085, and the remainder of the 
trustees will each receive $19,214 
annually, an increase of 3.9%.

The following day, the board 
announced that Dan Rude, former 
principal of JV Humphries and 
Crawford Bay Elementary-Secondary 
Schools, would become the principal 
of LVR, while Paul Luck, the former 
principal of LVR, would become 
the district principal of International 
Education. 

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Lake Arts Council’s 

first Winterfest, held December 21 
at the arts centre in Silveton, was a 
wonderful success.

“I t  was a  great  turnout! 
We’re very pleased with how the 
community responded and we hope 
to make it an annual event,” said 
Trish Jane, society secretary and one 
of the main event organizers.

Despite the very cold weather 
(-20°C), people gathered around the 
bonfire on the grounds of the arts 

Hannah Lisgo, Carol Boccaccio, Danika Hammond and Trish Jane perform at 
the open mic at Winterfest in Silverton December 21. 

First Winterfest in Silverton a success
centre and enjoyed chili, bone broth 
and hot chocolate while admiring the 
decorated Christmas tree.

Inside the building, there 
were Christmas crafts with Petra 
Hekkenberg in the makerspace on 
the main floor, the Les Weisbrich 
collection on display in the gallery, 
and 5Rhythms dance, performances 
and an open mic in the theatre space.

“It was a lot of work, but a lot 
of fun,” Jane said. “We learned a 
lot about holding an event in this 
community.”

This is the first year for most of 
the arts council’s board members. 
Jane says many people who served 
on the board in the past commented 
on how happy they were to see the 
“torch passed on.”

Several people became members 
of the arts council at the event. 
“We are thankful for everyone who 
became members at Winterfest. 
Membership is vital for our success,” 
said Jane.

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
membership forms are on the website 
at slocanlakeartscouncil.ca.

submitted
It’s that time of year again – 

granting season at the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund!

The 2023 application form, 
guidelines, criteria and contact 
information are now available on the 
website at www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com. Applications must be submitted 
online, and the deadline to apply is 
March 17, 2023. 

The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 
provides grants for qualified Slocan 
Valley projects that are creative, 
value the diversity of our valley, 
translate problems into solutions, 
enrich interconnectedness, and 

Call for applications to the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
protect our natural environment. 
Last year, nine different groups were 
funded. The list of all previous grant 
recipients (2013-2022) is on the 
website (slocanvalleylegacy.com).

“We are thrilled to announce that 
thanks to our many generous donors, 
our Giving Tuesday campaign in 
November of 2022 was highly 
successful, raising well over $9,000 
and enabling us to meet our target of 
having $300,000 in our fund,” said 
Val Mayes, chair of the board. “Your 
support is much appreciated!”

Donors don’t have to wait for 
November. Donations can be made 
via the ‘donate’ button on the website.
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Andy Rhodes
1946-2022

We note the passing of local 
bon vivant, story-teller, actor, 
musician, local wag and professional 
schmoozer, Andy Rhodes. Andy 
passed from life on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2022 in St. Paul’s 
Hospital, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
He was born on August 5, 1948, in 
Springfield, MA, USA.   Edward 
Andrew Rhodes lived an unusual and 
independent life for 74 years.

About 5 years ago, shortly after 
returning to Vancouver, Andy was 

diagnosed with “Early Onset Alzheimer’s Disease.”
Andy’s journey into memory loss was long and caused him an 

increasing amount of confusion as the days passed. After about three 
years his speech became somewhat incoherent and he couldn’t remember 
how to use an ATM machine. We usually spoke twice weekly. Finally, he 
forgot what the phone was! It was difficult for him to take care of himself.

We were blessed by Simon Webb, Andy’s good friend for decades.  
Simon was a steadfast friend and helped Andy almost daily. They had 
partnered in the Vancouver world of Theater, writing and performing 
plays, comical skits and musicals. Their work was very successful and 
Andy would be recognized on the streets of Vancouver! Andy’s stage 
presence was enormous and he was a master of four instruments: piano, 
guitar, sax and flute!

Andy was drafted, came to Canada, via Milwaukee. He found a job 
in Penticton constructing mobile homes with his buddy Dan Gilbert. 
They left this hum-drum to rusticate in Sandon, where they found and 
lived in a powderhouse from the mining era. Eventually, he built a small 
icosahedron to live in. It still stands almost a half a century later! It sheds 
8’ of snow each winter. He built the structure without powered machinery 
and with very few tools!

The part of his life Andy enjoyed the most was living in the British 
Columbian Mountains in Sandon- a little silver mining ghost town in 
the mountains and in the lovely little village of New Denver along the 
Slocan Lake.

Meeting local musicians and would-be actors, the Valhallalujah 
Rangers, he put on silly vaudeville shows and got bitten by the acting bug.

Eventually he left the valley to work in the Vancouver theatre scene. 
He worked out of the Arts’ Club Theatre and Acme Theatre, developed 
original three-handed shows with Al Willows and Simon Webb, did movie 
work and some Vancouver Playhouse productions. 

Probably, Andy’s largest success was starring in the Canadian musical 
“Rock and Roll,” which toured across the country.

A back injury forced him to move back to New Denver. He was 
the founder of the Hills Garlic Festival which became one of the most 
successful & enduring cultural institutions of the Slocan Valley. The 
festival still attracts 7,000+ people to the Village of New Denver for a 
day of crafts, food and music.

In the summers, Andy was hired by Lorna Obermeyer - President of 
the Sandon Historical Society. Andy was a host at the Sandon Museum and 
that’s when he was shown as a brilliant raconteur, bringing history to life!  
It was a place Andy loved. He received dozens of fan letters each season! 

He also worked for the Valley Voice as Food Editor, getting paid with 
a free meal and a beer for each column.

He returned to Vancouver to live in the Performing Arts Lodge, mere 
steps from Stanley Park, as his Alzheimer’s progressed.

Simon Webb visited Andy often in the difficult days. When Andy was 
taken to St. Paul’s Hospital, Simon Webb went with him. He made sure 
Andy was comfortable, well fed, and not alone. He visited almost every 
day and brought Andy cookies, old photos and flowers.

Andy loved gardening and carefully and creatively tended a beautiful, 
colourful place. He was well known for entertaining with his fine singing 
voice. 

Andy found a pleasant place to live alone in the mountain wilderness.  
Andy was an intelligent, witty, sensitive, talented being, creative artist 

and a complicated man. He will be missed by many and his memory will 
be cherished. 

Wilson Creek Retreat welcomes groups bookings such as school 
outings, community youth groups, work retreats, family reunions, 
weddings and all outdoor enthusiasts.  

WCR offers 5 stalls with full power and water service, a common 
area and portable toilet.  Quality firewood is available for purchase 
at a very economical rate.  The location is a great launching point 
for day trips to exciting points of interest such as Wilson Creek 
Falls, Halycon and Nakusp Hot Springs, New Denver, Sandon, 
Kaslo and challenging biking and hiking trails.  Wilson Creek 
itself, a boat launch and beach are a short walk away.  Your group 
can enjoy convenient access to the beach, kayaking, fishing, biking 
and much more!

If you or your group are interested in staying at WCR or wish to 
receive more information, please email wilsoncreekretreat@gmail.
com or visit our website at www.wilsoncreekretreat.com

submitted
Wilson Creek Retreat, a private 

campground in Rosebery,  is 
preparing to open for its third season.

First opened in spring of 2021, 
WCR was designed to provide 
camping space in the region for 
families of ‘those who serve’ 
including first responders, police 
and members of the military. In its 

Wilson Creek Retreat campground welcomes group bookings
first two seasons, many interesting 
folks were welcomed from all over 
western Canada. Despite nature’s 
best efforts over the past few 
years, many families attended and 
thoroughly enjoyed everything this 
region has to offer. 

As its third season approaches, 
WCR is excited to develop the group 
booking component. Wilson Creek 

Retreat welcomes group bookings 
such as school outings, community 
youth groups, work retreats, family 
reunions, weddings and all outdoor 
enthusiasts.

Ron and Krista Lyver own and 
operate Wilson Creek Retreat. Ron 
was born in New Denver and has 
remained connected to the area ever 
since. The property where WCR 
is situated has been in the Lyver 
family for decades. Ron spent 30 
years serving his country in both the 
army and the RCMP. Krista served 
in the army reserves and municipal 
law enforcement. Ron is now retired 
and enjoys staying at WCR himself. 
His favourite activity is riding the 
challenging Butter Trail, just up the 
road from the WCR campground.

WCR offers five stalls with full 
power and water service, a common 
area and a portable toilet. Quality 
firewood is available for purchase at 
a very economical rate. The location 
is a great launching point for day trips 
to exciting points of interest such as 
Wilson Creek Falls, Halycon and 
Nakusp Hot Springs, New Denver, 
Sandon, Kaslo and challenging 
biking and hiking trails. Wilson 
Creek itself, a boat launch and beach 
are a short walk away. Your group 
can enjoy convenient access to the 
beach, kayaking, fishing, biking and 
much more.

If you or your group are 
interested in staying at WCR or wish 
to receive more information, please 
email wilsoncreekretreat@gmail.
com or visit the website at www.
wilsoncreekretreat.com

submitted
The Nakusp and Area Bike Society 

(NABS) has been making strides in the 
region for a number of years, but as 
2022 turns into 2023, the trails society 
is starting to shift its focus. 

Since its inception, NABS has 
been heavily focused on the Mt. 
Abriel project. Now, the major work 
on the world-class trail network is 

Nakusp and Area Bike Society moves into a new year
slowly coming to a close. With a 
volunteer-based board of directors, 
the organization has focused mainly 
on making sure it completes its goals 
and meets its partnership agreements. 
In 2023, NABS will turn its attention 
to community building, and hopes to 
engage with its local membership on 
how it can better serve the community 
of cyclists that live and recreate here. 

Trail users from runners, dog walkers, 
hikers and bikers are all welcome 
to join NABS as the organization 
redevelops its vision and mission, and 
seeks to grow community involvement 
in volunteer trail days, events and 
skills clinics. Last year, NABS hosted 
a number of beginner clinics and 
hopes to expand on that success this 
year, safely growing the sport in the 
community.

Even with the board’s attention 
turning inwards towards the local 
cycling community this year, there 
are still some exciting projects coming 

up. Work is ongoing with the Village 
of Nakusp and the surrounding area 
on an active transportation plan, and 
NABS is exploring other ways for 
connectivity. The Mt. Abriel fuel 
mitigation project is also still ongoing. 
Monthly events will be listed on the 
NABS social media channels and 
website and will include volunteer 
rake and ride days, a poker ride, kids 
camps, coach training opportunities 
and more. The climbing trail is also 
nearing completion and NABS hopes 
to have that open by summer 2023.

If you’re a resident of the local 

area and make use of the Mt. Abriel 
trails or a local business that is looking 
to support community projects, 
please consider becoming a member. 
Memberships support the work that 
NABS does for the community by 
developing local recreation and assets, 
which in turn bring the community 
positive economic benefits. NABS 
is always looking for more ways 
to work with the community, so 
please reach out to the organization 
with your collaborative ideas. For 
more information: https://www.
nakuspbikesociety.ca

Five Emergency Support Services volunteers were recognized with service pins for 5, 10, 15 and 20 years of service at the December 12 Nakusp 
council meeting. L to R: Barb Towle (10 years), Marilyn Gustafson (team lead), Gail Ponto (15 years), Lynda Cossey (5 years), Lila Tsumura (20 

years) and Kathy Bone (15 years.
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WINTER PET CARE TIPS
   A warm vehicle engine can be an appealing heat 
source for outdoor and feral cats. Make some noise, 
bang on the hood, before you start your car engine.  
     Be aware of your pet’s tolerance to the cold. Provide 
safe, comfortable options for sleeping or resting.
    Check your dog’s paws frequently for signs of cold 
weather injury or damage.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Diversification needed

A warning from staff about a 
13% budget increase for next year 
(see ‘Nakusp preliminary budget 
outlines financial pressures facing 
all municipalities’ elsewhere in 
this issue) prompted Mayor Tom 
Zeleznik to highlight how important 
it is to bring new industry to the 
village.

In his December Mayor’s Report, 
Zeleznik pointed out how dependent 
the Village is on taxes from property 
owners, not business.

“73% of our tax base comes from 
residents (taxpayers) while small 
business and industry make up the 
rest,” he noted, compared to other 
communities, where homeowners 
pay 60% or less of the tax burden and 
business/industry covers 40%. “Our 
main goal should be to continue to 
advocate for more types of industry 
and businesses to help offset this 
disparity in our tax base.”

Zeleznik said forestry should 
be an area the community works at 

Nakusp council, December 12: Fees and charges to rise
developing.

“It has become very apparent 
we require a vision for a brighter 
future for forestry communities 
based on a newfound maturity, 
focused on value-added rather than 
volume as the resource for demand is 
shrinking,” he wrote. “Nakusp needs 
to look at examples of forestry value-
added successes that are in our very 
own backyard…”
Fees and charges rising

It’s not only property taxes that 
will be going up next year. The fees 
and charges council sets for use of 
its facilities or providing services are 
also going up to reflect both inflation, 
and to recover closer to the real costs 
of providing those services.

The Fees and Charges Bylaw 
was given three readings and has 
to be adopted in January to ensure 
the increases are reflected in annual 
sewer and water bills that are sent out 
a month later.

Here’s a summary of increases in 
the new bylaw.

A soak at the hot springs will go 
up 9-10%. Staying at the chalets will 

go up 6-7%, while camping at the 
facility is increasing 4-7%.

Waste collection fees are going 
up 50 cents/bag, and 10% for non-
resident receptacles. RDCK tipping 
fees are going up 10%.

Municipal campground fees are 
going up 4-6%, with staff noting that 
demand is strong and the opportunity 
exists to increase revenues further.

The Village is cutting the number 
of business licence categories in half, 
and increasing the most common 
rate from $100 to $125. That’s to 
cover increased admin costs and fire 
inspection fees. Early payment can 
save a business $25, late payment 
an extra $50.

Sewer service rates are rising 
5% overall. However, theVvillage 
is standardizing rates, eliminating 
one service zone that paid less. 
That means homeowners in the 
former Area 1 will see an increase 
of up to 12%. That affects about 136 
properties in town. Connection fees 
are also going up, with a deposit of 
$3,000 to cover whatever the actual 
cost of installation was.

Water rates are also going up 
5%, while water shut off, water turn 
on, and water locate rates are also 
rising. Connection fees, like for 
sewer, are rising to a $3,000 deposit 
and the homeowner will be billed for 
actual cost.

Docking your boat for the 
summer at the marina is also going 
up. Marina slip rental rates are 
being added to the bylaw, and 
rising by $50/year. The Village just 
recently took over the marina from a 
community group, which didn’t keep 
its fees up with costs. The $50 only 
begins to cover the increases that 
are really necessary to properly plan 
the facility’s future maintenance, 
staff said. 

It’s going to cost more to use 
Village rec facilities. “Rates have 
not increased since 2011 so there is 
an increase across the board,” says 
a staff report. The sports complex is 
heavily subsidized by taxation and 
rates are not meant to cover the cost 
of operating. 

Development application fees 
are increasing to ensure they cover 
the cost of staff time and associated 
expenses. 
Water for airport lands

The Village will be applying to 
a provincial infrastructure program 
for funding to lay a waterline to the 
community airstrip.

The Village has identified the 
rudimentary airstrip as a possible 
source of economic growth for 
the community, but it’s hampered 
by a lack of water and sewer. The 
Village’s network comes up just 
short of the airport lands. A study 
is necessary “to determine the cost 
and best possible layout of new 
services to maximize the value of 
any expansion” says a staff report.

The study is expected to 
cost $25,000, but that would be 
completely covered by the provincial 
grant.
Wildfire preparation

The Village is going to take 
advantage of another 100%-funded 
program to help support its fire 
services to combat wildfires.

The Columbia Basin Trust’s 
Smal l  Communi ty  Wi ldf i re 
Readiness Support program helps 
local firefighters improve their 
abilities and response in preparation 
for a wildland-urban interface 
fire. Through the acquisition of 
equipment, delivery of training, and 
advanced evacuation planning, this 
project will increase the village’s 
resiliency to the impacts of wildfire.

Council approved staff to apply 
for up to $70,000.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp councillors got a sobering 
look at the Village’s budget projections 
for 2023 – and it’s a heads-up for 
taxpayers in any municipality.

At its December meeting, Village 
staff told council that with current 
spending plans, revenue projections, 
and estimates for the impact of 
inflation, the Village will need a 
13.2% tax increase to balance next 
year’s budget. That would mean 
an extra $134.41 for the average 
residential taxpayer.

“Never in my career would I 
think I would be advocating for 
a double-digit tax increase,” said 
Chief Administrative Officer Wayne 
Robinson. “But with inflation as it is, 
what do you do, cut services? No one 
would be happy with that.”

Last year, staff estimated a 4% tax 
increase would be needed in 2023. 
But the five-year financial plan has 
been knocked off kilter, especially 
because of inflation.

“Inflation is sitting at 7.8%, so 
the majority of the increase is coming 
from that,” he said. “Over half of what 
we’re asking for is coming for cost 
pressures that are tied to inflation.”
Higher burdens, higher cost

Other contributing factors include 
adding a half-time person to the 
public works department, increased 
council remuneration (approved 
by the previous council during the 
summer), and an increased training/
conference budget. 

Robinson says the extra staff is 
needed to meet requirements being 
passed down to the municipality 
by higher levels of government, 
from garbage and recycling pick-up 
to more robust asset management 
planning, zoning and environmental 
standards.

“We’re playing catch-up. We 
don’t have the work force to do the 

Nakusp preliminary budget outlines financial 
pressures facing all municipalities

comparable workload compared to a 
few years ago, even though there were 
fewer people [then],” he said. 

The cost of water and sewer is 
scheduled to increase 5% as well, to 
offset increasing costs and to ensure 
contributions are made to reserves for 
future capital expenditures. 

The Village annually collects 
taxes not only for itself, but also 
for schools, hospitals, and regional 
government services. Not helping 
matters is slow or delinquent 
taxpayers, who owe the Village 
about a quarter-million dollars. And 
even though the Village hasn’t been 
paid, it has had to pay out the other 
government bodies’ share of those 
taxes in advance, leaving the Village 
holding the bag.
Ways to trim?

The Village has options. Reserve 
funds, a kind of savings account for 
municipalities, can be raided to offset 
the increase. Or more money could 
be taken from the revenue generated 
by the hot springs or campground. Or 
there could be layoffs, reduced grants 
to affiliated groups, or infrastructure 
projects delayed or downsized. 

But all those options come with 
costs, he says.

“I’ve heard of some local 
governments considering dipping 
into reserves, in order to decrease 
the ask of people for one year, says 
Robinson. “But the problem with 
that is reserves are set back a lot, and 
every local government is having 
problems getting reserves up for asset 
management… you’re just kicking 
the can down the road.”

Robinson says the effects can be 
cumulative. Lower reserves not only 
mean less cushion against unforeseen 
problems, but there’s less money 
available to match funds for grants for 
projects that need to be done. 

“You can run into a situation like 
the Village did years ago, when it had 

to borrow money to update the hot 
springs facility,” he said. “We don’t 
have to do that, and it’s important to 
stay on that track.”

And Robinson says it’s not 
advisable to just avoid a tax increase 
at any cost by cutting 7% or 8% out 
of the budget.

“You could do it – if everyone 
is willing to agree to lower service 
levels,” he said. “It’s shutting down 
facilities for a period of time, laying 
off or getting rid of staff. It would take 
much longer to complete our zoning 
bylaw, and we’d have to pay back the 
grant money because it wasn’t done 
in time.”

In  the  long  run ,  cu t t ing 
government can reduce the quality of 
life people enjoy by having a healthy 
municipal infrastructure.

“Can we do it, yes. Is it advisable? 
Absolutely not, because it will cost 
more than it will cost if we just 
proceed as we are planning.”
It’s all relative

Staff also point out that overall, the 
Village is in a good state financially. It 
is servicing a reasonably small debt – 
about $1.5 million, roughly a tenth of 
its legislated limit – and its current tax 
burden is below provincial averages.

“The  Vi l lage’s  taxes  a re 
comparab l e  t o  t he  ave rage 
municipality in the region, but are 
approximately 25% lower than the 
average municipality across BC,” 
notes a staff report. “Even with this 
year’s proposed tax increase, Nakusp 
Village taxes will be well below the 
average municipality in BC.”

Nakusp’s financial officer 
delivered the news early, says 
Robinson, to give political leadership 
a chance to plan, gather public 
opinion, and watch that decisions 
they make now don’t make matters 
worse. For instance, they can keep a 
lid on travel or making commitments 
to outside organizations.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council took a moment to 
recognize the heroics of four men 
who helped avert a community 
disaster early in December.

“It is much appreciated and we 
thank them from the bottom of our 
hearts,” said Mayor Suzan Hewat at 
the meeting’s opening.

On December 5, local electrician 
Steve Jaksitz was walking up Front 
Street when he saw a man breaking 
the door of the Home Hardware 
with an axe, and setting a jerry can 
of gasoline on fire. He confronted 
the man and struggled with him, 
knocking the axe away. Three other 
men – Kaslo Hotel owner Jason 

Kaslo council, December13: Kudos to local heroes
Remple, employee Ivo Gmur and 
contractor Shawn Handley then 
arrived with fire extinguishers and 
put out the fire that had started in 
the building.

“The efforts of Steve Jaksitz 
and the other men who joined him 
avoided what could have been a 
disaster for our community,” said 
Hewat.

The suspect fled on foot and was 
later arrested by police. He has been 
remanded to a treatment centre while 
he awaits trial.
A Ave complete

Village staff are calling a wrap 
on the A Avenue watermain project, 
and say they are already seeing 
the benefits of replacing the nearly 
100-year-old water pipe.

“Overnight water flow rates 
from the water treatment plant are 
down approximately 20% since the 
old A Avenue watermain was taken 
out of service,” Chief Administrative 
Officer Ian Dunlop told council.

Council heard that the A Avenue 
watermain project came in about 
7.7% over budget, which he said was 
reasonable, “as one would expect a 
10 to 15% contingency going into a 
major construction project.” 

“Bren ton  Indus t r ies  and 
their subcontractor Blackbird 
Construction did an excellent job 
under challenging conditions,” 
Dunlop noted in his report. “…
The additional costs are certainly 

justified given the unexpected 
conditions encountered and the 
prompt engineering advice and 
review [the contractor] provided.”

Work delays this fall meant that 
the last bit of paving still has to be 
done in the spring. Then planning 
will begin on replacing other aging 
parts of the water system.
Seeing the light

Council was updated on plans to 
replace the Village’s old sodium-light 
streetlamps with energy-efficient, 
reduced-light-pollution LEDs, a 
project that started in 2015.

The project has been moving 
along in fits and starts, as the bulbs 
are expensive to replace, and the 
streetlights come under an unusual 
arrangement of jurisdictions.

“Streetlights on electrical power 
poles are owned by the Village, but 
FortisBC owns the poles, controls 
what goes on them and who is able 
to work around them,” notes a staff 
report. The report says FortisBC 
informed staff that the lights were 
the Village’s, “but we would have 
to go through them to have them 
replaced.”

That turned out to be an expensive 
proposition, and the Village decided 
to work incrementally, changing a 
few bulbs at a time or as they burn 
out. The report says since 2015, 60% 
of all streetlights in the village have 
been converted to LED. Of the 163 
streetlights it owns, just 66 sodium 
lights are left to be converted to LED.

The Village hopes to have those 
done in the next two years. When 
complete, the turnover will save the 
Village about 60% on its power bill 
for street lighting, a savings of about 
$13,000 annually.
Fire Inspections to 
resume

After a pandemic-caused hiatus, 
the Village is going to get back to 
doing proper fire inspections of local 
businesses and new developments, 
thanks to a deal with the Regional 

District of Central Kootenay.
The Village and Regional District 

already work together to provide 
fire services to the community 
and region, sharing costs for 
equipment and staff. But until 2019, 
the Village had contracted out its 
fire inspection services, with an 
independent contractor travelling to 
town periodically.

“We weren’t really satisfied with 
how fire inspections were previously 
done,” said CAO Ian Dunlop. “There 
was no follow-up. If there were any 
deficiencies, safety concerns, there 
was nothing done about that.”

The new contract will see 
RDCK staff be responsible for the 
inspections, along with Kaslo’s fire 
chief, whose salary is covered by the 
Regional District. The fire chief will 
be able to follow up on any issues 
raised by the inspection to ensure 
compliance. 

The contract is capped at $5,000 
annually, though staff estimate the 
true cost will be around $3,500 
– about half the cost paid out for 
inspections in 2020, the last time the 
private contractor did an inspection 
tour.
Winter in the Forest 
returns

S p e a k i n g  o f  p a n d e m i c -
interrupted events, the Winter in 
the Forest Festival is returning 
this February. The two-decade old 
event raises funds for the Kaslo 
Housing Society and promotes other 
organizations. Council approved the 
festival using the Kaslo Aerodrome 
lands to hold the event. (Councillor 
Bird, who sits on the Housing Society 
board, declared a conflict and did not 
take part in the discussion). The 
Village has supported the event by 
providing a loader to push snow 
around for about 40 hours to prepare 
the site, and the society asked for the 
same consideration this year.
Cold water poured on 
Polar Plunge

Another winter event didn’t get 
the same support, however. The 
Langham and the Kaslo Library 
asked the Village to waive its normal 
fees for using Kaslo Bay Park for 
the traditional New Year’s dip. 
This year’s Polar Plunge was a 
fundraiser for the new library, and 
could face event charges of up to 
$400, depending on the size of the 
turnout.

Staff noted that in 2022 two 
organizations – Kaslo Pride and May 
Days – had their user fees waived.

However, this new council 

balked at making an ad-hoc decision 
to support waiving fees for the event 
without having an overall policy 
regarding when and how it should 
do so.

“My concern is consistency and 
having a policy so when we make 
decisions about grants-in-aid to 
cover fees that are normally charged 
– that we are not doing it by a case-
by-case basis, which is what I gather 
we are facing now,” said Councillor 
Bird. “… I would prefer to have a 
policy moving forward. We have to 
start somewhere.”

Her comments were supported 
by Councillor Brown and Mayor 
Hewat.

“I feel it would be greatly 
beneficial to have an understood 
set of policies around this, just for 
fairness and uniformity for all of 
the non-profits and groups who are 
going to be putting on fundraisers,” 
said Brown.

Staff  said they had been 
considering working on a grant-in-
aid policy to give council guidance 
on when and how to waive fees to 
support community events. 

Council passed a motion to deny 
waiving the fees for the Plunge.
‘Critical’ planning grant 
application okayed

Village staff have had a busy 
year with infrastructure projects, 
but the job never ends. There are 
several important projects on the 
books, but it takes staff time, energy, 
and money to prepare projects, find 
financing, and manage them through 
to completion.

That’s why a brand-new fund 
was important to apply for, staff told 
council.

“To get all these projects moving 
forward, that are strategic priorities 
for council and the OCP, we really 
need to have that official capacity 
to manage, and plan, and get these 
projects going. That would be best,” 
said CAO Dunlop.

T h e  R u r a l  E c o n o m i c 
Diversification and Infrastructure 
Program (REDIP) is offering up 
to $100,000 for planning and 
management of projects “that 
promote economic capacity building, 
economic diversification, resilience, 
clean economy opportunities, and 
infrastructure development.”

Among the projects the Village 
wants to move forward on are 
renovations to the Kemball Building, 
master development plans for 
the waterfront and Kaslo South, 
waterfront wharf removal, service 
roads to the aerodrome and roads and 
utilities for Kaslo South. 	

“These are all critical to Kaslo’s 
economic development,” said 
Dunlop. 

Using the grant to hire a project 
developer would allow the Village 
to get these projects closer to being 
‘shovel ready’ so they can apply for 
further grants to pay for the actual 
work to be done.

The Village could potentially 
have to cover 20% of the project cost 
or salary of a consultant.

Council gave staff the go-ahead 
to apply. The deadline was January 4.

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0



January 12, 2023   The Valley Voice  15COMMUNITY

When the WHO declared the 
Covid-19 pandemic on March 
11, 2020 I thought the use of the 
word “pandemic” would create 
a panic. The word implies many 
dead from a horrific disease that 
is difficult to stop. Did we want a 
panic? I later found pandemic was 
a trigger word to sound the alarm 
for governments to open their 
coffers and buy drugs and poorly 
tested vaccines needlessly exposing 
millions of healthy people to the 
risk of side effects. The WHO has a 
group of experts called SAGE that 
advises them on strategies ranging 
from vaccines and technology to the 
delivery of “immunization.” Many 
members of SAGE have strong 
financial ties to the pharmaceutical 
giants that profit from the production 
of drugs and untested vaccines. 
They look for “pandemics.”

In 2010 the European Parliament 
was alarmed by the way the H1N1 
swine flu pandemic had been 
handled, not only by the WHO 
but also by the important health 
authorities of the European Union.  
People making decisions had close 
ties to companies that manufacture 
vaccines and antivirals. An inquiry 
was conducted into the pandemic 
scandal. The head of the inquiry, 
Paul Flynn said the WHO’s actions 
led to the waste of large sums of 
public money and created unjustified 
scares and fears about health risks 
faced by the public. He added the 
WHO should have disclosed any 
relationship between  advisors and 
industry. The inquiry concluded 
asking the WHO to review its 
definition of a “pandemic” and said 
the EU Center for Disease Control 
should be equipped to assess risks 
independently as well as perform its 
other tasks.

By April 2010 the H1N1 swine 
flu caused 2900 deaths in Europe 
which compares with 40 000 for 
the seasonal flu in a moderate year.  
The H5N1 “bird-flu” campaign in 
2005/06 was similar. Combined 
with the swine flu campaign they 
both caused a great deal of damage 
not only to some vaccinated patients 
but to public health budgets and to 
the credibility and accountability of 

— IS THERE AN ALTERNATIVE? —
the WHO.
The WHO positions itself

What  d id  the  WHO do?  
They changed the definition for 
a pandemic. The definition no 
longer required, “mortality rates 
which exceed seasonal but similarly 
heavy waves of influenza by several 
orders of magnitude,” which was 
deleted. The word pandemic still 
triggers alarms and now they can 
declare a pandemic any time they 
want. Inquiries like the European 
Parliament’s into their operations 
were still a problem. The WHO 
needed total control over world 
health care. What to do? Change 
more terms and definitions and get 
a new pandemic treaty. The 75th 
World Health Assembly (WHA 75), 
a WHO related body met in May 
2022 to make amendments to the 
International Health Regulations 
(IHR). The amendments would have 
taken away all control individual 
countries have over the declaration of 
public health emergencies and given 
it to the WHO Director-General.  
The power grab did not work and it 
was voted down. No big deal. New 
amendments were proposed and the 
proposal was adopted

A w o r k i n g  g r o u p ,  t h e 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body 
(INB) was set up to work on a new 
pandemic preparedness and treaty.  
Another group was to work on the 
amendments for adoption at the 77th 
WHA meeting in 2024. Whatever 
is signed in 2024 will give the 
WHO a monopoly on global health.  
The WHO’s centralized control of 
public health assumes that only one 
entity, the WHO understands how to 
manage the health policy of every 
state. It also assumes Big Pharma’s 
controversial model of medicine 
which is the WHO’s preferred model 
is the expert guide to better health 
and wellness. Along with that would 
come mandated injections.
Progress

It is hard to keep track of what 
the INB is doing. They have to be 
prodded to release information.  
On Black Friday Nov 25, the big 
shopping day James Roguski, WHO 
watchdog found that they did make 
a news release on their obscure 

website. The INB released a 32 page 
“Conceptual Zero Draft” of the new 
pandemic treaty which Mr. Roguski 
posted along with a review of it on 
his substack: jamesroguski,substack.
com/p/pheic. The document seems 
to be a gigantic marketing and 
business plan to expand the reach, 
power and profits arising from 
Public Health Emergencies of 
International Concern, (PHEICs).  
It talks about setting up drug and 
vaccine factories in Africa and 
other nations where people are not 
taking pharma’s products. There 
are opportunities for investment 
in health care with the $1.4 billion 
Global Pandemic Fund which in 5 
to 10 years will be increased to $10 
billion to prepare the world for the 
next pandemic. Nowadays it seems 
everything is done for money and 
no one does anything just to help 
people. The document never once 
mentions: doctor, early treatment, 
natural, vitamins, herbs, or essential 
medicines.

Along with these pandemic 
treaty related matters the WHO is 
working on new amendments to the 
International Health Regulations 
(IHR). The amendments to the IHR 
may be more important than the 
pandemic treaty since they will give 
the WHO total control over global 
health care and the formalities of 
the pandemic treaty may just be a 
distraction. They say the amendments 
will be put forward for adoption at 
the 77th WHA meeting in May 2024. 
Mr. Roguski said the amendments 
may be ready for adoption at the 
76th WHA meeting in May 2023. 
Last year the monkey pox epidemic 
came out of nowhere. We may have 
another threat or perceived threat 
to world health by May which may 
cause the WHO to move forward 
with the adoption of the amendments 
to the IHR.
Problems with WHO 
healthcare

Health care is being undertaken 
for the money that can be made from 
it. People get sick and need drugs 
just like people addicted to illegal 
drugs. A supplier positions himself 
eliminating the competition and 
charges what the market may bear. 

If a low cost wonder drug comes 
along that can treat a disease for 
pennies it is gotten rid of. This was 
the case with ivermectin, a Nobel 
Prize winning drug effective against 
countless pathogens. Only expensive 
drugs will get the job done, the job 
being make Big Pharma money. The 
situation has parallels with illegal 
drug dealing.

With the magic word “pandemic” 
they are able to do what they want 
and mandate people to take their 
treatments, or else. If their vaccines 
have adverse effects the adverse 
effects are ignored. Big Pharma is 
free from indemnity anyway. If a 
real pandemic comes along the WHO 
health care system will have lost all 
its credibility and people will have 
to rely on their natural immunity 
if it hasn’t been destroyed by the 
pandemic of vaccines. Note there are 
2 types of vaccines, new definition 
vaccines and the old definition 
vaccines which work.
Is there an alternative?

Many of the issues we see in the 
world today are a result of a lack 
of transparency and accountability, 
as well as censorship of important 
truths.   In September 2021 the 
World Council for Health (WCH) 
was formed to counter that. In May 

2022 the WCH held their inaugural 
Better Way Charter conference 
in Bath UK.   The conference 
brought  together 60 international 
acclaimed speakers from the world 
of medicine, the environment, media, 
law, and activism and thousands of 
delegates from over 60 countries who 
attended in person or virtually. The 
participants engaged in discussions 
to create a better way.  Seven topics 
were discussed ranging from,  “How 
to reform and rebuild science”  
to  “How do we innovate new 
approaches to promote health”  For 
each topic issues were stated and 
then the actions to take.   To say a 
lot was accomplished would be an 
understatement.  The result was the 
“Better Way Charter” which can be 
seen under the “About Us” tab of the 
WorldCouncilforhealth.org website.

The WCH calls on nations to 
exit the WHO entirely and develop 
an international public emergency 
(Note: the p-word is not used) treaty 
that maintains the inalienable rights 
of people and the sovereignty of 
nations.   With its 170+ affiliated 
health advocacy groups the World 
Council for Health presents an 
alternative to the WHO.

If the WHO ceased to exist I 
don’t think anyone would miss it.

This message is privately sponsored by Ed Zak, Nakusp, BC.
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Bird enthusiasts around Slocan 

Lake recently joined thousands of 
birders across North America for the 
annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 
Wearing cleats, clutching walking 
sticks and stable spouses, on December 
29, 2022, 21 locals embarked on 
a balmy day of wickedly slippery 
walking in the Slocan Lake Circle: 
Hills, Rosebery, Sandon, Denver 
Siding, New Denver, bench above New 
Denver, Silverton and Red Mountain 
Road. 

An  ema i l  w i th  de l i gh t ed 
exclamation marks reported on the 
sighting – and photographing – of a 
great horned owl in the Orchard. Owls 
being nocturnal, calls are usually the 
way to identify them but our happy 

Slocan Lake 2022 Christmas Bird Count results
flock of birders had the presence 
of mind to train flashlights on the 
magnificent bird and snap a photo, so 
we have the eerie image of an owl-
shaped being of light perched high on 
a flagpole.

Among other highlights: The 
trumpeter swans were contentedly 
ensconced at the head of Slocan Lake 
in Hills. Joining them in and around 
the marsh were common goldeneye, 
horned grebe, bufflehead and hooded 
mergansers. Rosebery had pine 
grosbeaks, buffleheads and a dipper. 
Sandon had a mighty flock of 160 pine 
siskins and a gray-crowned rosy finch. 
In addition to the usual assortment of 
red-breasted nuthatches, black-capped 
and chestnut-backed chickadees, 
Denver Siding had a Townsend’s 

solitaire, pileated woodpecker, Pacific 
wren, varied thrushes, multitudes 
of pine siskins, and an unidentified 
owl. New Denver had more than 200 
Bohemian waxwings, a goshawk, 
merlin, Cassin’s finch, white-throated 
sparrow and Townsend’s solitaire, 
along with our beloved dipper 
happily foraging – and miraculously 
not freezing – in Carpenter Creek. 
Silverton had a bevvy of golden-
crowned kinglets. Red Mountain Road 
had a Pacific wren.

At 123 years, the Christmas Bird 
Count is the continent’s longest-
running citizen science project – one 
of the world’s largest sets of wildlife 
survey data. Sightings from more than 
2,000 24-kilometre-diameter circles 
in the Western Hemisphere are turned 

in to Birds Canada and the Audubon 
Society for use by conservation 
biologists, environmental planners 
and naturalists. 

One day is chosen for the main 
survey (count day), but species are also 
noted for three days before and three 
days after count day (count week). For 
the Slocan Lake Circle, on count day 
798 birds were spotted: 30 species. 
During count week, roughly the same 
panoply of species flitted about (25 
species) with six species not found on 
count day for a total of 244 birds. The 
grand total for count day and count 
week was 1,042 birds and 36 species.

Count day: trumpeter swans (14), 
mallards (12), Canada geese (16), 
common goldeneye (1), horned grebe 
(1), Steller’s jay (25), red-shafted flicker 

(12), black-capped chickadee (64), 
chestnut-backed chickadee (20), dark-
eyed junco (42), Bohemian waxwing 
(263), hooded merganser (2), dipper 
(5), golden-crowned kinglet (11), 
northern goshawk (1), pine grosbeak 
(15), red-breasted nuthatch (17), varied 
thrush (34), pine siskin (208), raven 
(8), crow (7), pileated woodpecker (1), 
Pacific wren (2), robin (7), Townsend’s 
solitaire (1), song sparrow (5), Cassin’s 
finch (1), belted kingfisher (1), merlin 
(1), white-throated sparrow (tan morph) 
(1). Count week: many of the same 
species as count day plus brown creeper 
(1), bufflehead (6), gray-crowned rosy-
finch (1), downy woodpecker (1), red 
crossbill (8), great horned owl (1).

Hats (toques) off to our fearless, 
and sure-footed, birders!
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Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

CARD OF THANKS

CLASSIFIED ADS

PETS

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTH

FOR RENT

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Winter Hours:
Wednesday – 

Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ADVERTISING
Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

NOTICES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

SERVICES

WANTED

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Society seeks lifetime members 
to support New Denver’s new Green 
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with 
contact info, or mail $20 with details to 
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 

can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, 
Dan & Jan.

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY thanks to all 
of the community businesses that made 
such generous donations to the Merchants’ 
Night gift basket. I was the lucky winner to 
have my ticket drawn. Greatly appreciated!

-Geraldine Buchanan

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SQUARE DANCING - on the second 
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the 
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up 
are welcome. Admission is by donation. 
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share 

at the break. Current COVID protocols 
will apply.
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY 
will be holding its annual general meeting 
on Monday, February 6 at 7 pm at 713 
Josephine Street (back door), New Denver, 
BC. Memberships are due ($5) 6:45-7 pm. 
Everyone welcome.
T H E  S L O C A N  C O M M U N I T Y 
LIBRARY Winter Reading Series presents 
local author Vera Maloff. This free event is 
happening at the WE Graham Community 
School on Sunday, February 5 at 1 pm. 
Doors will open at 12:30 pm.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

CAREGIVER WANTED – Part time, 
immediately. 68-year-old man in Silverton. 
250-358-2756.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 

alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING 
struggles into strengths. Get real-life 
results with games-based training. Have 
fun, learn lots. www.proudofmydog.ca

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.
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L e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 20,
2023

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

203 Broadway
265-3252

nakuspglass.ca

COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
As record levels of old-growth 

deforestation in BC prompt renewed 
environmental concerns, trees seem 
to be on everyone’s mind these days. 
Suzanne Simard’s Finding the Mother 
Tree and Peter Wohlleben’s Hidden 
Life of Trees have both hit bestseller 
status and Diana Beresford-Kroeger’s 
memoir To Speak for the Trees promises 
to do the same. Now we have another 
title to cultivate our appreciation for 
trees: Fernie resident Terry Nelson’s 
recently released Big Trees of the Inland 
Temperate Forests of British Columbia, 
with a Foreword by renowned 
photographer and East Kootenay 
environmentalist Pat Morrow.

“Trees are one of the standouts that 
might just have a role to play in saving 
humanity from climatic catastrophe,” 
says Nelson, “but on a more subtle note, 

New book on inland temperate forest trees released
as more persons find themselves lost in 
an urban landscape, the escape into the 
forest helps to get them reconnected 
with the natural world.”

Like its old-growth subjects, this 
is a big book, 450 pages chock full of 
glossy photographs and range maps 
depicting individual trees among 
the highly varied species mix that 
comprises inland temperate rainforests. 
The book is divided into geographic 
sections comprising East Kootenay, 
upper and lower Columbia River, 
West Kootenay, Boundary country, 
the Cascade Highlands of the Merritt-
Princeton area, Okanagan Basin, 
Shuswap district, and Robson Valley/
Cariboo. Local readers of the Valley 
Voice can find out more about tree 
species and individual old-growth trees 
found near Nelson, Kaslo, Hills, Slocan 
Lake and Nakusp. It was said in the 

documentary The Corporation 20 years 
ago that the average North American 
can identify more corporate logos than 
they can native plants. This book aims 
to help correct that worrying trend. 

Terry Nelson is a surveying 
engineer recently retired from a 25-
year tenure with the City of Fernie 
who previously self-published a local 
guide, the Fernie Area Hiking Trails 
and Natural Plant Compendium. Both 
publications prominently feature his 
photography. Nelson has worked in 
various facets of the forest industry, 
including tree planting, cutblock 
layout, road design and construction 
services, as well as timber cruising 
and related studies. When asked about 
his motivation for launching this new 
book, he says in part it was a growing 
curiosity about “big trees in the BC 
Interior” compared to the coastal trees 

that are recorded in the BC Big Tree 
Registry, a UBC initiative of which he 
is a committee member and contributor. 
He cites Simard’s book as one of his 
inspirations. 

“A second motivation might be 
the feeling that I wanted to give 
these trees a voice, and expand the 
preservation ethos in our province,” 
says Nelson. “The industrial logging 
rate that surrounds us all presently 
needs to be reeled in, so I hoped that 
this book might create a heightened 
awareness of the importance of old-
growth forests.”

The author says his book can be 
used as a road-trip guide throughout 
southern BC, just as birdwatchers carry 
a guide to identify bird species. There 
are brief overviews of forestry and 
logging in the BC Interior, guidance on 
how to measure trees, and tree species 

descriptions to aid in identification. 
In addition to the trees’ Latin names, 
Nelson includes individual trees that 
have been named by tree lovers. For 
example, a sub-alpine larch in Monica 
Meadows is known as Grand Daddy 
Subby. The estimated ages of old-
growth individuals are also given. 

The book is presently available 
online at bigtreesbc.com, or can be 
purchased via email at tfernienelson@
icloud.com. It may also be found at 
independent bookstores across the East 
and West Kootenays, at the Greenwood 
Museum, Coyote Indie Books in Grand 
Forks, Bacchus Books in Golden, 
Hidden Gems Bookstore in Salmon 
Arm, The Book Shop in Penticton and 
Mosaic Books, Kelowna. Local outlets 
include Eurhythmy Dance Studio and 
Books in Kaslo and Otter Books in 
Nelson.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim ReillySOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

“WETT” CERTIFIED 
INSPECTIONS & 

Consultations – 
KF Kootenay Furnace Ltd. 
Serving the West Kootenays for over 44 years. 

Charles (Doug) Burton 
250-355-0089

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Mike Riediger, a 

champion for tourism and outdoor 
recreation, has been appointed to the 
Destination BC board of directors.

“When the position came up, I 
did not think I had much of a chance 
to be selected, but I wanted to put my 
name out there on behalf of all of the 
advocacy work I do in BC for trails, 
tourism and accessibility,” he said.

Destination BC (DBC) announced 
the appointment on December 13. 
“Mike Riediger has over 20 years 
of experience within the BC tourism 

Nakusp resident appointed to Destination BC board
sector, many of which have been 
spent helping small businesses and 
non-profits in rural BC navigate 
marketing, PR, strategic planning 
and crisis management. Within his 
most recent role of CEO for the 
Kootenay Adaptive Sport Association, 
he has worked with partners across 
the globe to champion changes that 
drive opportunities for accessibility 
to nature and inclusive cycling in BC 
and beyond,” the DBC announcement 
says.

Riediger says he brings a strong 
regional perspective for rural BC to the 

DBC board table. “Programs, projects 
and initiatives that work well in large 
centres may run into conflicts in rural 
areas,” he said. “Also, I hope to bring 
a modern focus to accessibility, and 
bridging gaps that have always existed 
between for-profits and non-profits, in 
order to move initiatives forward that 
benefit all British Columbians.” 

Riediger is executive director 
of the Kootenay Adaptive Sport 
Association (KASA) and the Canadian 
Adapted Mountain Bike Association. 
“We bring to life events, programing, 
sport, development, and so much for 

more, for persons with disabilities 
to experience mountain biking and 
other outdoor rec opportunities,” he 
explains. “We very quickly became 
industry leaders worldwide and I 
am lucky enough to work, teach and 
advocate from Australia, the USA, 
across Canada and even Europe – 
although most of our programs are 
right here in BC.” KASA won an 
award at last year’s BC Tourism 
Conference.

Riediger currently volunteers 
as vice-chair of Kootenay Rockies 
Tourism, a director with the Outdoor 

Recreation Council of BC, president of 
the Nakusp and Area Bike Society, and 
now as director on the DBC board. He 
formerly sat on the Minister’s Tourism 
Engagement Council.

Before moving to Nakusp from 
the Fraser Valley, Riediger worked in 
marketing, transportation and outdoor 
recreation. “The move to Nakusp 
opened up a lot of opportunities for 
me, but also for our family. The lake, 
mountain biking, skiing, all within 15 
minutes of our door is just incredible! 
Our only regret is not coming sooner,” 
he said.

by Jan McMurray
Low water levels in the Arrow 

Lakes reservoir combined with cold 
temperatures have stranded some 
houseboats moored in Edgewood Bay.

Most of the bay froze over during 
the cold snap in mid-December, 
and then reservoir levels dropped 
significantly.

Several houseboats are stuck in 
the ice.

“I saw this coming so I moved my 
boat out in November,” said long-time 
resident Jim Forbes. “The last time 
this happened was about 20 years ago. 
You have to try to keep your boat in 
water, so you have to break the ice in 
front and behind when it freezes up 
like this.”

Forbes said there is a man living 
on his houseboat in the bay, and it 
would be impossible to rescue him by 
boat right now if that were necessary. 
“We’re trying to keep an eye on him,” 
Forbes said.

Arrow reservoir levels very low, houseboats stranded in Edgewood
The low water levels and the 

icy bay are also frustrating for local 
fishermen, who can’t access the 
reservoir for winter fishing, the best 
fishing season on the Arrow.

BC Hydro sends out weekly 
forecasts for lake levels. “They’re 
usually not too far off, but for the last 
week of December, they said it would 
drop 1.8 feet and they dropped it 4.5 
feet,” Forbes said. “We would have 
appreciated another email saying 
it would be more drastic than they 
thought.”

On January 4, BC Hydro sent 
out a special advisory about the low 
levels. “The current low levels are 
due to persistent dry conditions across 
the Columbia Basin,” the advisory 
says. “Lower than average levels are 
associated with Columbia River Treaty 
obligations during ‘dry years.’ Under 
dry conditions, more water is released 
from Canadian storage according to the 
terms of the Columbia River Treaty.”

The reservoir was at 424.1 metres 
(1392.3) feet on January 6. It was 
expected to continue to lower, reaching 
423.6 metres (1,389.9 feet) by January 
27, and then start to refill and reach 
approximately 426.7 metres (1,400 
feet) by the end of February.

“While these levels are within the 

normal operating range, they are lower 
than normal for this time of year. The 
last time the reservoir reached these 
levels was in 2015, and before that in 
2001,” the BC Hydro advisory says.

The normal  minimum and 
maximum water licence levels for 
Arrow Lakes Reservoir are 420 metres 

(1,378 feet) and 440.1 metres (1,444 
feet).

You can sign up for weekly updates 
from BC Hydro via the website or by 
emailing maryanne.coules@bchyrdro.
com. Information on reservoir levels is 
available on the website or by calling 
1-877-924-2444.

Low water levels in the Arrow Lakes reservoir combined with cold temperatures have stranded some houseboats moored in Edgewood Bay.
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Tracy Oldham
1945-2023

Sydney Tracy Oldham passed 
away peacefully in his sleep on Jan 
1, 2023, in the New Denver Pavilion 
care centre. Born in Los Angeles, 
California on Oct 8th, 1945, Tracy 
graduated from Tamalpais High 
school and the University of 
Southern California.

In the late 1960’s Tracy met the 
love of his life, Francie, beginning a 
long partnership filled with family, 
friends, and adventure. In 1969 
they moved to Canada where they 
married in 1970.

Tracy spent many years in the construction and education industries 
and thrived among the diverse challenges that came his way. He earned 
a master’s degree in education from the University of British Columbia 
which allowed him to touch the lives of many students in New Denver.

One of Tracy’s greatest attributes was his ability and willingness to 
give everyone a chance. He listened to all sides of a story and always 
found time to try to help people overcome their challenges and obstacles. 
He had untold patience, kindness, and appreciation, rarely possessed by 
human beings. He made time for everyone, and treated everyone he met, 
with kindness, respect and decency.

Above all, Tracy was a compassionate and loving husband, father, 
and grandfather. He greatly enjoyed being a family man and spending 
time with his children and grandchildren. In addition to his family, Tracy 
loved playing music, golfing, canoeing, gardening, academic discussions, 
and walking his dog Chocco.

He and Francie traveled extensively and made lifelong friends 
throughout the world. Tracy was very much loved by all his friends and 
family and will be greatly missed.

The family would like to thank everyone who touched his life, 
including friends and family who helped out with his recent illness: 
Whitney, Candice, The Pavilion staff, 
The Minto House staff, Katrina, and 
the Carpenter Creek Last Wishes 
Society.

Tracy is survived and loved 
by his wife of 52 years, Francie; 
sons Michael, Jesse and Loren; 
grandchildren Taylor, Riley, Jaxon, 
William, Hannah and Charlotte; and 
daughters in law, Beth and Bobbi Jo; 
brother Don Oldham.

May he rest in peace and enjoy 
his new journey. He will forever live 
in the hearts of everyone he touched.

Age 17 – high school graduation

77th birthday Oct 8th, 2022

by Cassandra Morrison
Adriel Goodman, a 24-year-old 

beach volleyball player from Burton, 
was recently recruited by Team 
Canada to join the next generation 
Women’s Canadian National Beach 
Volleyball Team.

As a seasoned young athlete in 
both indoor volleyball and basketball, 
Adriel was originally scouted out of 
high school to play indoor volleyball 
for the College of the Rockies and 
the University of Calgary. After 
graduating in 2020, she looked for 
ways to continue playing the sport 
during the COVID pandemic, when 
many athletes could not partake in 
sports because of the various social 
distancing mandates. 

“I wasn’t looking for a pro 
contract,” she tells the Valley 
Voice. “I just really missed playing 
volleyball.”

Since beach volleyball only 
requires two players per team, Adriel 
saw it as an opportunity to stay active 
in a sport she loved with her friend 
and teammate, Devin Corah. 

At first, the pair only played 
semi-pro in Calgary for fun in their 
time off, until Devin suggested they 
try out for the national team on a lark. 
The two hadn’t planned on being 
accepted right away, so they were 
shocked when, soon after applying, 
they received an invitation to play on 
behalf of Canada in Central America. 
In the last week of August, they 
had to scramble to make their first 
North America, Central America and 
Caribbean (NORCECA) tournament 
in Nicaragua.

Devin and Adriel were working 
together at a brewery, Trolley 5, in 
Calgary, when they found out on a 
busy weekend night that they were 
accepted to play the following week. 
Adriel credits their boss, brewery 
owner Ernie Tsu, as being a catalyst 
to their success that weekend. A 
volleyball coach himself, Ernie 
was more than happy to provide his 
employees the support and time off 
they needed on such short notice. 

The two women gave it their all 
in their first international tournament, 
even playing through Hurricane 
Julia, to come in fourth. Embarking 
on a literal whirlwind adventure, 
the pair have traveled to represent 
Canada in several countries since 
Nicaragua, with more stops on the 
itinerary for the new year. 

In the last year alone, Adriel 
and Devin have played Beach 
Volleyball for NORCECA in cities 
across Canada, Florida, and the 
Dominican Republic. December 27-
30, they competed at the Fédération 
Internationale de Volleyball Futures 
event in The Hague, Netherlands.

Adriel’s  quick t ransi t ion 
from semi-pro status to full-time 
professional has brought a lot of 
exciting life changes. She and Devin 
had to move across the country 
indefinitely to train for competition 
next summer with her fellow Next 
Gen teammates at the Hangar, an 
indoor beach volleyball facility in 
Toronto. 

Since there are fewer beach 
tournaments between November and 

Former Burton athlete recruited by Team Canada
March, the professional players at the 
Hangar take the winter to condition 
and train. As Adriel tells us, their 
current schedule is jam-packed.

“We spend pretty much every day 
on the sand,” she says. “We work out 
three times a week with conditioning 
on the sand every other day. The 
Canadian Sport Institute Ontario 
(CSIO) also provides nutritionists, 
physiotherapists, and chiropractors, 
among other support for the pros.”

Adriel’s parents, and long-time 
valley residents, Isabelle and Jerome, 

couldn’t be more proud about their 
daughter’s success. With all three 
of their daughters in sports, they 
put in the time over the years, 
driving to games and even coaching 
their amateur teams to ensure their 
children had ample opportunities to 
succeed as athletes in the Kootenays.

“Kids who grow up in Burton 
or the valley might not have the 
opportunity to push themselves in 
just one sport. But because they 
play several sports, it helps them 
to become well-rounded athletes,” 

Jerome says. “The skills do cross 
over.”

Isabelle thinks it’s important 
that young athletes like her three 
daughters can play sports just for fun. 

“Kids that do sports in high school 
usually have more self-confidence 
because they can accomplish things 
to prove themselves,” she says. 
“Those little successes over time 
really build up confidence.”

Now, at  the s tar t  of  her 
professional career, their daughter 
Adriel has her work cut out for her. 
She hopes to train hard, play hard 
for Canada and eventually qualify 
for the 2028 Olympic games in Los 
Angeles.

When asked if she had any 
advice to give the other young 
athletes in the Kootenays who dream 
of making it to the big times, Adriel 
had this to say: “There are programs 
out there and the people who already 
made it in the athletic pro world are 
very willing to open the doors for 
you. These are people who have 
done it, love it, want to talk about 
it and propagate it. It’s really not as 
far-fetched as you think! Be willing 
to talk about it with the pros and just 
go for it.”

You can follow Adriel and 
Devin’s beach volleyball journey 
to Team Canada on Instagram @
finding_our_beach.

Adriel Goodman describes her athletic journey over the last year as a “whirlwind and so exciting.”
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Brown has said that our first gods were 
animals. These “wild gods,” as she 
calls them, were part of every known 
aboriginal belief system, helping keep 
people in balance with the planet. 
Ekstasis Editions of Victoria has just 
released Blue Communion, Sean Arthur 
Joyce’s sixth collection of poetry and 
his 11th book. The “wild gods” of 
nature are at the heart of these poems 
– an attempt to bridge the gap between 
humans and our wild cousins, to see the 
world through their eyes. 

Blue Communion takes a hard 
look at humanity and our impact on 
the creatures with whom we share this 
planet. The poet’s natural starting point 
is empathy, imagining the post-climate-
change world from the perspective not 
only of bears, hummingbirds, crows 
and sparrows, but also of our less 
glamorous cousins in nature such as 
insects. He celebrates the visionaries 
among us who keep beauty and hope 
alive – the poets, musicians and other 
creators – while keeping a vigilant eye 

Ekstasis Editions releases Joyce’s new book Blue Communion
on civilization’s corrupt charlatans. 

Renowned author and poet Gary 
Geddes wrote of Blue Communion: 
“Joyce elegantly poses the question 
many poets face when they decide to 
sit down to write something: ‘How light 
must my touch be/ not to snap bone, 
lose an eye,/ crush an airy breast?’ That 
is the dilemma Joyce faces constantly 
in his work… Joyce’s poems, at their 
best, bring to mind the wise words of 
the late John Berger, art critic turned 
novelist and short story writer: ‘Poetry 
makes language care because it renders 
everything intimate… There is nothing 
more substantial to place against the 
cruelty and indifference of the world 
than this caring.’”

Joyce has previously published five 
collections of poetry: The Charlatans 
of Paradise in 2005, launched in 
the original Hidden Garden Gallery; 
Star Seeds in 2009, with its anthemic 
title poem, launched at the Silverton 
Gallery; The Price of Transcendence in 
2015; Dead Crow and the Spirit Engine, 
launched at Kimberley’s Kaleidoscope 
Arts festival in 2016 as a Prologue and 

spun off a video and touring roadshow, 
with the complete text published in 
2020 as an illustrated limited edition; 
and Diary of a Pandemic Year, another 
limited edition, printed on classic 
laid paper and published on the first 
anniversary of lockdowns in 2021, 
inspired by the 18th century Daniel 
Defoe classic, A Journal of the Plague 
Year. Several of these collections have 
gone into two editions. 

Author Brian D’Eon wrote of 
The Price of Transcendence that 
“Joyce’s language is often haunting 
and his insights powerful. …Here is 
a poet who is deeply in love with his 
landscape… In reading Joyce’s most 
recent collection of poems, I often find 
myself in a trance-like state, letting the 
sheer musicality of the language wash 
over me.”

Joyce published a novel, Mountain 
Blues, with Edmonton’s NeWest Press 
in 2018, the story of a small mountain 
village that must band together to 
save its hospital from closure. D’Eon 
wrote that the novel reminded him of 
the classic ’90s TV series Northern 
Exposure. Author Caroline Woodward 
wrote in a Goodreads review: 
“Throughout it all, Sean Arthur Joyce 
uses a light, deft touch for topics that 
could be heavily righteous slogging. 
His characters are completely 3-D and 
his dialogue is a delight to ‘hear’ as it 
is so realistic in its rhythms, which sets 
each distinct character apart from the 

next, no easy feat.” Local readers will 
instantly recognize not only the glacial 
landscape but the many eccentric 
characters that populate it – people 
who know what it means to fight for 
their community. 

In 2022, Joyce published Words 
from the Dead: Relevant Readings 
in the Covid Age, a collection of 
essays born of the intersection between 
classical literature and history and two 
years of research on the Covid-19 
‘pandemic,’ supported by over 600 
references. Dr. Christopher A. Shaw, 
professor of ophthalmology at UBC, 

wrote of the book: “I’ve been reading 
your remarkable book and find myself 
in awe of the content and your writing. 
In fact, it is so good it makes me 
jealous. I say this as both a scientist 
and a writer…”

Blue Communion can be found 
at Raven’s Nest in New Denver and 
Otter Books in Nelson in addition to 
other independent booksellers, as well 
as directly from Ekstasis Editions at 
ekstasiseditions.com. Or contact the 
author through www.seanarthurjoyce.
ca. A series of book launch events will 
occur in the coming months.

New Denver writer Art Joyce has just released his 6th collection of poetry, Blue Communion.


