
December 15, 2022   The Valley Voice  1

Volume 31, Number 24  December 15, 2022  Delivered to every home between Edgewood, Kaslo & South Slocan. Published bi-weekly.
Your independently owned regional community newspaper serving the Arrow Lakes, Slocan & North Kootenay Lake Valleys.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
         our Customers & Community!         our Customers & Community!
Thank you for your business.Thank you for your business.

Holiday Hours:  Dec. 24, 25 & 26 ClosedHoliday Hours:  Dec. 24, 25 & 26 Closed
       Jan 1 & 2 Closed       Jan 1 & 2 Closed
250-265-4155 250-265-4155 ••  See kaltire.com for our NEW WINTER HOURS!See kaltire.com for our NEW WINTER HOURS!

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas Season and a Healthy and Happy New Year, 
from Vince, Mathew, Joel and the staff at Vince DeVito Shoes and Orthotics

     Christmas Hours:
     December 24th 10-2PM
     Closed December 25-26 
     Tuesday December 27th Regular hours  
     New Years Eve 10-5PM , Closed New Years Day.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of the West Kootenay, 
and donors from as far away as 
Quebec and even Panama have put 
their money where their mouths are 
for a new regional park in Krestova.

The head of the Save Krestova 
Park fundraising committee says 
they’ve completed gathering pledges, 
and have more than $475,000 sitting 
in RDCK coffers for purchase of the 
134-acre plot of land.

“All these funds are now in place, 
at the RDCK, specifically dedicated 
for the purchase of that particular 
property,” says John Bullock. “Our 
work is done.”

The ad-hoc committee of 
Krestova residents only had six 
weeks to raise the money after the 
land was put up for sale in August. 
Though it had been traditionally 
used as a neighbourhood park, it was 
officially private property, and the 
consortium of owners had decided 
to sell.

That set off a flurry of activity, 
and by October, Bullock’s committee 
had received $475,000 in pledges. 

“Our work is done,” says Krestova park fundraising chair
A grant from the RDCK and one 
of the landowners rounded out the 
$870,000 asking price.

Then the job turned to calling 
in nearly a half million dollars in 
pledges… which Bullock said turned 
out to be pretty painless.

“There were only two people 
whose circumstances had changed 
and they weren’t able to follow 
through,” he said. “And that only 
amounted to $150.

“Everyone else came through 
really quickly. It took a little longer 
to get the bigger donations, but it 
was not related to their intention 
whatsoever, it was just them having 
to move money from investments, 
etc.”

Bullock says there have been 
intangible benefits to the community 
in this extraordinary accomplishment.

“I think it has been very positive, 
and even healing,” he says. “There 
have been historic, legitimate 
tension between government and 
the community, and I think we helped 
make that better.

“People had different opinions 
about what to do with the park, but 

there was a settled agreement after a 
short period that the best thing that 
could be done would be to make the 
park in perpetuity, honouring the 
initial purpose of the Doukhobour 

families that purchased it.”
The land sale goes through 

in the spring, and Bullock says 
the fundraising committee plans a 
celebration on April 1. 

The RDCK will then begin 
consultations on just what should 
be in the park and what amenities 
citizens want and are willing to 
pay for. 

Odin, just seven months old, sees Santa for the very first time. His proud parents, Ivan and Mallory, take the opportunity for a family photo.
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Thank You!
to all my customers for 

another great season.  

Wishing you and 
your families a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy New Year!

Your local support 
keeps me here!

Rob, Charlotte 
& Drew

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
  from all of us in   from all of us in 
     Three Forks           Three Forks      

122 SILVER ST | THREE FORKS  
250.358.2121 | rich@krazykustoms.caKootenay Kustoms Automotive RepairKootenay Kustoms Automotive Repair

by Jan McMurray
Kootenay West MLA Katrine 

Conroy has been appointed Minister 
of Finance in Premier David Eby’s new 
cabinet, announced December 7.

“I’m extremely excited and really 
honoured,” Minister Conroy said in an 
interview. “When the premier asked 
me to be Minister of Finance, I was 
surprised. I had told him I wanted to stay 

Kootenay West MLA Katrine Conroy is now Minister of Finance.

Local MLA Katrine Conroy appointed Minister of Finance
in forestry, but this is a great opportunity. 
I’m very honoured.”

Conroy was Minister of Forests from 
2020 to 2022 and Minister of Children 
and Family Development from 2017 to 
2020. She has been Minister responsible 
for the Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia 
Power Corporation and Columbia River 
Treaty since she was elected as MLA 
in 2005. 

“I was very happy when the premier 
told me I’d remain as the minister who 
oversees the Columbia River Treaty – 
it’s so important to the region,” she said. 
“Negotiations are getting down to the 
tough issues and the hard conversations. 
I’m always hesitant to say this, but we 
could potentially have a new treaty by the 
end of 2023. There is really good work 
being done at that table.”

Conroy’s mandate letter from the 
premier outlines the priority issues 
for the Ministry of Finance, including 
housing, organized crime, tax evasion, 
cost of living support, climate change, 
economic development and rural 
economic development.

Conroy said we will definitely see 
results on these issues in the upcoming 
budget, which will be presented in 
February. “The budget has been worked 
on all year. We’re just fine-tuning it,” 
Conroy explained. “I’m honoured to take 
on the legacy of my predecessor, Selina 
Robinson, and I believe people will be 
happy with the budget.”

Although balancing the budget 
is always important, Conroy said, 
infrastructure programs and cost of 
living support are also top of mind. “We 
have to make sure we have supports 
in place for people who really need it. 
We have global inflation, so cost of 
living support is crucial, and we need 
to make sure we have money in the 
budget for infrastructure programs and 
supporting the building of infrastructure 
like hospitals and schools – and crime 
is a big one, too. We need to make sure 
that the things in the mandate letter are 
supported in the budget.”

Raised in this region, Conroy said 
the forestry portfolio was “near and 
dear to her heart” but she is happy with 
the new position, which she agreed felt 
like a promotion. “It’s a huge portfolio. 
I was just handed the binders. I’ve been 
on the treasury board so I understand 
the process, but I have a lot of files to 
go through and a lot to learn!” she said.

Brittny Anderson, MLA for Nelson-
Creston, remains as parliamentary 
secretary for tourism and premier’s 
special advisor on youth.

The new cabinet includes 23 
ministers and four ministers of state. 
There are two new ministries: the 
Ministry of Housing, and the Ministry 
of Emergency Management and Climate 
Readiness. Gender representation 
remains balanced. The cabinet will be 
supported in its work by 14 parliamentary 
secretaries.
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On behalf of the Board of Directors On behalf of the Board of Directors 
and all Staff at Arrow and Slocan Lakes and all Staff at Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services, we would like to Community Services, we would like to 

wish you all a very Merry Christmas and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! a Happy New Year! 

We would also like to thank those folks who supported us throughout 
this past year. Your blessings and your kindness have been 
graciously received and passed on throughout this community. 
Holiday Schedule:
ASLCS Main Office and WorkBC office will be open regular hours until 
Friday the 23rd,when we will close at 2:30 pm. The office will be closed on 
the 24th, 25th,26th,and the 27th, re-opening with regular hours Wednesday, 
Dec. 28th, closing again on Monday, Jan 2nd and opening again on Jan 3rd.
Christmas Hampers:Christmas Hampers:
Can be picked up from the Nakusp Arena on December 21st between 10 am Can be picked up from the Nakusp Arena on December 21st between 10 am 
and 12noon. Christmas Hampers will be delivered to Edgewood, Fauquier and 12noon. Christmas Hampers will be delivered to Edgewood, Fauquier 
and Burtonwith the beginning drop off at 1 pm, starting in Edgewood.and Burtonwith the beginning drop off at 1 pm, starting in Edgewood.

  HAPPY HOLIDAYS   HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
          TO ALL!!          TO ALL!!

Karen Stevens
September 12, 1956 - 

November 6, 2022
She fought l ike hell ,  but 

eventually cancer won. After two 
and a half years, Karen Stevens 
succumbed to multiple cancers on 
November 6, 2022. She died at home 
in New Denver, as she wished, with 
her wife Katrine Campbell and pets 
Panda and Binks.

Karen was born on Vancouver 
Island and grew up in Nanaimo, the 
second of five children. In 1976, 
recuperating from a vehicle crash, she visited a friend in the New Denver 
area, then returned in 1978 and stayed forever.

She lived an adventurous life, a life on the edge, fearless 
until  the end. Whether i t  was sledding in the Selkirks 
or motorbiking on the Island or whitewater rafting in Ottawa, 
nothing stopped Karen from having fun with an adrenaline rush.  
Well-known for her arm-wrestling prowess at the pubs in New Denver 
and Silverton, she qualified to compete at the World Wrist-Wrestling 
Championships in 1997. After friends helped her raise the money, she 
travelled to India to compete for Canada. She returned with several 
awards, including a silver medal, and a lot of stories to tell.

Softball, golf, hockey — Karen was an all-around athlete.  
But it wasn’t all just sports. She was known for her kind heart and 
generosity and sense of humour and her unquenchable spirit.

After working many jobs, Karen fulfilled her first ambition, landing 
a job as a machine operator with the Ministry of Transport. 

Her second ambition, her dream, came true in 2004 when she opened 
Sappho’s Bakery. It was an immediate success, especially in the summer 
with tourists and summer residents. Planning for retirement, she tried to 
sell the business but was unsuccessful, and reluctantly shut down at the 
end of 2019.

Karen was predeceased by her parents, Larry and Geri, and brother 
Ron; survived by sisters Susan (Dan), Joanne (Lee) and Teri (Sandra) 
and nephews Steve, Geoff and Tyler and their families, as well as cousins 
Colin and Dani and families.

A Celebration of Life will be held in the spring.

by Jan McMurray
The community of Kaslo is 

shaken up after an incident on 
December 5 that resulted in 
significant damage to the Kaslo 
Home Hardware store.

A local area resident with a 
history of convictions for assault, 
mischief and uttering threats was 
arrested and taken into custody 
in connection with the incident. 
Alejandro Calderon of Shutty Bench 
is now facing charges of arson, break 
and enter, and mischief.

“We have a three-foot by four-
foot burn mark on the floor near the 
door and significant smoke damage,” 
said Kaslo Home Hardware store 
manager Rick Hewat in an interview. 
“The store has to be cleaned from 
top to bottom, and repainted, and 
anything not fully packaged has to 
be thrown away.

“We’ve been closed since 
December 6 and won’t be open 
before Christmas.”

Hewat was not working at 
the hardware store the day of the 
incident, but recounted the story to 
the Valley Voice that was told to him 
by his two employees.

Calderon went to the store the 
morning of Monday, December 
5. The store was busy, and one 
of the staff, who has never been 
comfortable with Calderon, told 
him they couldn’t serve him and 
he’d have to come back the next day 
when the manager would be there. 
This upset Calderon, and he called 
the RCMP.

A press release issued by the 
Kaslo RCMP says when they 
attended the store that morning, “a 
man was located and determined to 
be causing a disturbance by yelling 
and swearing inside the business. 
The staff at the store advised they 
were afraid of the man.”

Then at closing time, about 
5:30 pm, eyewitnesses report that 
Calderon returned to the store with 
an axe and a jerry can. The staff had 
locked the door and were closing 
up when Calderon allegedly started 

Incident at Kaslo Home Hardware results in charges against local resident
smashing the bottom of the glass in 
the door with the axe. The employees 
ran out the back door, got into a 
vehicle belonging to one of them, 
called 911 and Hewat, and made it 
to safety.

Meanwhile, local electrician 
Steve Jaksitz was walking up the 
street and says he witnessed Calderon 
smashing the door glass and stuffing 
the jerry can through the broken glass 
and into the building. Jaksitz says 
he arrived at the scene just a second 
too late to prevent Calderon from 
lighting the fuel can on fire. He did, 
however, manage to get the axe from 
him. He says the jerry can exploded, 
Calderon ran off, and Jaksitz went 
across the street to the Kaslo Hotel 
to find fire extinguishers. 

Jaksitz said three men at the Kaslo 
Hotel – hotel owner Jason Remple, 
employee Ivo Gmur and contractor 
Sean Handley – were very quick to 
react and ran over to the hardware 
store with fire extinguishers and put 
the fire out. By the time Jaksitz found 
an extinguisher and returned to the 
hardware store, the fire had been 
taken care of, he says.

“I was lucky enough to be there 
to see it,” said Jaksitz. “Those three 
guys at the hotel – their response was 

incredible! This town is blessed with 
good people – people who care and 
are willing to try and be helpful.”

The police arrived, and the fire 
department arrived about 20 minutes 
later, Jaksitz said, as they had been 
out on a call in Woodbury during 
the incident.

The RCMP press release states 
that once police arrived on scene, “it 
was quickly determined that the man 
was arrestable for the allegations 
of break and enter to commit arson 
of an occupied place and mischief 
over $5,000. The man was located 
north of Kaslo on Highway 31 and 
taken into custody without further 
incident.”

Calderon wi l l  remain in 
custody at least until his next court 
appearance, scheduled for December 
13 in Nelson. He was to appear in 
court December 13 in relation to not 
only this incident but also an incident 
in Kaslo in February this year, where 
he was charged with assault causing 
bodily harm.

In 2017, when Calderon was 
living in Needles, he was sentenced 
to nine months in prison and 18 
months of probation for charges of 
mischief and uttering threats. He had 
gone to his neighbour’s place with a 

large knife and a running chainsaw 
while a party was underway and 
started to cut down a power pole. He 

was also convicted of two assaults 
in Kelowna that occurred in 2012 
and 2013.

submitted
Slocan’s Treehugger Retreats and 

Events is busy organizing a Winter 
Carnival, to be held at Expo Park on 
February 4.

Plans for the event include live 
music, an ice slide, an art exhibit, games 
and an after-party ecstatic dance at the 
Legion.

Organizers are seeking volunteers 
to help make the event happen.

The Winter Carnival is a community 

Winter Carnival 
planned for Slocan

non-for-profit event, funded with grants 
and donations. The event will be free 
or by donation for patrons. Email 
lisa.parente@live.ca to learn more 
about volunteer opportunities. Follow 
Treehugger Retreats and Events on 
Facebook for updates.

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Best Wishes 
for a Wonderful 
Holiday and a 
very Happy New 
Year!

Ken & Darcy Wanstall
Pacific Inland Pole & 
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

NEWS

Holiday Hours:

Closed Dec 24 - 26

Closed Dec 31 & 
Jan 1

Reduced business 
hours from Dec 23 - 

Jan 5 
Open 10 - 2 pm

from all of us at

The Valley 
Voice

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The designs for downtown 
Slocan’s Harold Street redevelopment 
are just about complete, and were 
presented to Village council on 
December 5. The project has a 
preliminary $3 million price 
tag, according to Blake Lawson 
of Lawson Engineering, the firm 
contracted to do the detailed design 
work.

The project revamps Harold Street 
between Park Avenue and Delaney 
Avenue and includes new pavement, 
sidewalks, parking, landscaping, 
water mains and possibly even 
underground electrical lines. The 
goal is to create a downtown core 
that provides for and encourages 
commercial development.

The plan can be finalized after 
council has had a chance to provide 
feedback and will then move into the 
funding phase. Village Mayor Jessica 
Lunn mentioned the possibility of 

Draft Harold Street redevelopment plan presented to Slocan council
seeking economic development 
grants or working with the Columbia 
Basin Trust for funding.

Landscaping and design details 
would match those of the waterfront 
area at the lakeshore end of Harold 
Street, with the same types of wood, 
stone and metal. 

Parking would be changed to 
angle style to accommodate more 
vehicles, while lanes would be made 
smaller to help calm traffic. At the 
intersection of Harold and Delaney, 
a mini roundabout would also be 
included as another traffic calming 
measure.

New streetlights are included in 
the plan, and Lawson said solar panels 
on the roof of a bus shelter could 
“fully produce enough electricity to 
light these streetlights year-round.”

Infrastructure improvements 
involve both above- and below-
ground work. The water main under 
Harold Street needs replacing, so 
would be included in the project. 

Storm drainage would also be 
installed under the street, with six 
designated dry wells taking care of 
much of the runoff and designs in 
place for water from larger storms to 
flow toward the lake.

With councillors mulling over 
the future possibility of upgrading 
waste water disposal in the village, 
sewer piping may be installed under 
Harold Street as part of the project, 
to link into a larger system in the 
future. Otherwise, the piping could 
eventually be installed under the 
laneway.

Left undecided in the plan is 
what to do with the current Fortis 
electrical lines running to businesses 
and properties on the street. The 
less expensive option would be to 
simply move the lines, while the 
more expensive and visually pleasing 
solution would be to bury them. 
This is costly, though there would 
be savings as the street will already 
be excavated. Fibre-optic cables 
could be laid down at the same time, 
as well.

Another issue with burying the 
lines is that properties along the 
route would have to reconfigure their 
electrical connections. Lawson said 
this on average costs about $5,000 
per connection and that cost had been 
factored into the estimate.

A potential sticking point for the 
parking and sidewalk is that they 
cut off the driveways of four private 
residences. Councillor Jordan Knott 
pointed out the council would need 
to come up with a solution for these 
property owners.

Councillor Ezra Buller expressed 
concern with snow removal, 
particularly within the angled parking 
spaces. The Village uses a large 
tractor for removal and he was 
concerned about its ability to navigate 
these confines. 

Lawson said it is a bit of a 
compromise and some of the spaces 
could be used for snow storage, 
though there would be a need to truck 
some snow out of the area.

The draft plan does not yet include 
costs for environmental, geotechnical 
or archeological assessments, nor 
does it factor in the cost for Fortis’s 
involvement in altering the electrical 
lines. However, it does provide 
enough information for the Village 
to start applying for grants while they 
iron out these remaining details.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

Closed Dec 18 - Jan 4  
Still available for Towing

WE BUY CARS & 
TRUCKS
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, 
SOUTH SLOCAN

Thank you for your continued support!

203 Fifth Avenue NW, Nakusp • 250.265.8888

Joyeux Noël
&

Bonne Année
2023

AVIAN JOY
If you had any doubt as to whether or not animals experience 
pleasure, try keeping a birdbath going in winter. Our little 
song sparrows absolutely adore the ‘open’ water.
Watching birds bathe by wing-splashing and shaking 
themselves dry, is one of the greatest pleasures of nature 
watching.
When we had chickens cooped up during the depths of winter, 
we’d offer a washtub of ashes from the wood stove.

Watching them dust bathe was hilarious. Each hen took 
her time kicking, flapping and lying in a comatose trance 
while the others looked on with many unkind cacklings 
about overstaying her time, and “How are we all going to 
have our turn if each of us takes so long?!”
The rising dust in the chicken coop 
was like a volcanic ash 
plume!
Clearly, dust and water 
baths are a source of 
deep joy to our 
avian friends.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Columbia Basin  Trust 
program that has invested millions 
of dollars into community groups 
and development projects in the West 
Kootenay is getting a rebranding.

The Community Initiatives and 
Affected Areas Program (known as 
CIP/AAP) is being amalgamated and 
renamed Resident Directed Grants, 
or ‘ReDi Program.’

“There isn’t a general awareness 
among residents that there are two 
separate programs that work in 
combination,” CBT Chief Executive 
Officer Johnny Strilaeff told the 
RDCK board of directors at their 
December 7 meeting. “So there was 
a decision to clear up some of that 
uncertainty.”

Strilaeff says they’re making the 
change after a regular review of the 
25-year-old program.

“These programs have been with 
us since the late 1990s. It was one 
of the first Trust programs and it is 
the longest-standing,” he said. “The 
programs in general continue to 
deliver benefit to the region, are very 
supported by our local governments 
and First Nations, and there was a 
[board] recommendation to continue 
to operate these programs to basin 
residents.”

The CBT CEO said one thing 
that won’t change is the emphasis 
on community selection processes, 
to allow local residents and Village 
councils to select the programs they 
think are best for their area. Strilaeff 
said the Trust is going to beef up its 
support of that selection process, too.

“There’s a commitment for the 
Trust to have staff present at as many 
public process meetings as possible, 
to respond to questions that come 
up,” he says. “But equally important, 
we’ve found there are projects 
or ideas that can come up in the 
community process that are actually 
better fits for other Trust programs… 
we could have Trust staff to work 
through those conversations and 
potentially redirect to other areas of 
Trust funding.”

The Trust board also decided 
to commit to stable funding for the 
program for the next five years – all 
things being equal in the economy. 

In fact, the new program will 
receive more funds, in order to cover 
ever-increasing administrative costs 
for municipalities, which oversee 

New name for community program fund run by CBT
many of the local programs.

Last year, the CBT provided 
almost $88 million in grants to more 
than 2,400 capital projects, business 
loans, and CIP/AAP activities and 
programs.

‘Our Trust, Our Future’
Meanwhile, the Trust is also 

preparing to develop a new five-year 
strategic plan. 

We’re very excited,” said 
Trust Board Chair Jocelyn Carver. 
“We have already begun the first 
phases of rolling out a really robust 
consultation plan.” 

Carver said the CBT had begun 
a new strategic plan process in 
2020, but that was cut short by the 
pandemic. Instead, it developed a 
short-term plan to help the region deal 
with the economic and community 
fallout from COVID. But that plan 
expires at the end of 2023, and it’s 
time to begin the process for a full 
five-year plan.

She said the board conducted 
an internal review this fall, and in 
the spring, the public will be invited 
to a variety of in-person and online 
workshops and forums on the new 
strategic plan, called the Columbia 
Basin Management Plan.

“We call it ‘Our Trust, Our 
Future’ she says. “It began in 
September of this year and continues 
on until November of next year.

“It’s imperative that we reconnect 
with residents,” she continued. 
“I think we all want and need to 
reconnect with each other. And the 
Trust, as a vehicle for the hopes 
and dreams of Basin residents, 
needs to do that connection really 
meaningfully and extensively.”

She added the process would 
also be about celebrating the 
achievements and improvements to 
people’s lives as a result of the Trust’s 
programs and support.

“[It’s] taking a moment to 
look back over our shoulders and 
recognize how many incredible 
projects have launched, are currently 
running, or have achieved their 
goals,” she said. “It feels like an 
important moment to pause and 
acknowledge.”

The board thanked Strilaeff and 
Carver for the annual update.  

May you have peace 
in your heart 

this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428
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COP 15 & FRESHWATER 
BIODIVERSITY

Canada is hosting the COP 15 UN 
Biodiversity Conference. BC, our most 
biodiverse province/territory, has the most 
species at risk: 1,807. With 20% of the 
world’s fresh water, 11.7% of Canada’s 
freshwater species are at risk and 17.9% 
are of special concern. There isn’t enough 
data to show how the remaining 37.9% 
are doing (Living Lakes Canada, 2021).

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
and and 

Happy New YearHappy New Year
from from 

Crescent Bay ConstructionCrescent Bay Construction

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24, 25 & 26 closed

Dec 31, Jan 1 & 2 closed

Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net

by Jan McMurray
The Soup Kitchen at the old firehall 

in Nakusp continues offering take-out 
soup on Tuesdays, and volunteers are 
gearing up for the annual Christmas Eve 
dinner. “There will be turkey and ham 
and mashed potatoes and veggies, and 
a vegan shepherd’s pie,” said Carolina, 
who runs the soup kitchen along with 
Shanna and two other volunteers, Dakota 
and Bev. 

There will be limited seating for the 
December 24 dinner, but there will also 
be a take-out option. “It’s first come, 
first served, and if you plan to eat in, 
don’t forget to bring your own plate and 
cutlery,” said Carolina. She explained 
that the old firehall doesn’t have a 
dishwasher – only a sterilizer – so they 
don’t have the capacity to wash a lot of 
dishes. The dinner is offered by donation, 
and has been very popular. Last year, 
Carolina says they had to turn some 
people away. Carolina, Shanna, Dakota 
and Bev serve take-out soup on Tuesdays 
from 11 am to 1 pm at the old firehall, 
again by donation. They always have 
four soups – two with animal products 
and two vegan options. 

Carolina says lately, they are running 
out of soup earlier than usual. The 
kitchen only has two stoves and four 
pots, so they can only make so much 
soup. And, with the rising cost of food, 

Sara and Andi from the Nakusp Rotary Club present a $2,500 cheque to Soup Kitchen volunteers Carolina, Dakota, Shanna and Bev.

Nakusp’s Soup Kitchen gears up 
for Christmas Eve dinner

Carolina is afraid it is going to get more 
difficult to keep up with the demand.

Carolina says the donations they 
collect from their patrons have so far 
covered the cost of soup ingredients. 
They’ve also had donations of produce 
and have been able to can or freeze some 
of it. The Nakusp Rotary Club has also 
provided donations, which has helped 
them buy some equipment – two stoves 
and some shelving units – as well as to 
stock up on staples. 

“We’ve noticed in the last year that 
the price of some of the staples like diced 
tomatoes, beans, and potatoes have gone 
up anywhere from 30% to over $100%,” 
said Carolina. “If things get bad, we’ll 
probably ask the community if they can 
spare an extra can of this or that and see 
how far we can go. We will try to meet 
the need as best we can.”

The Soup Kitchen started out as 
a soup and social, so people would 
sit down and enjoy their soup at the 
old firehall. “It was great – people got 
to know each other. For some of our 
seniors, it was the only social outing of 
the week. But COVID shut us down, so 
we went to take-out only. We’d like to 
go back to soup and social, but we don’t 
know what’s coming next, and we don’t 
have the volunteers at the moment. We 
used to have eight volunteers, but not 
now.”

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Bird food & feeders
Amaryllis bulbs & Paperwhites make 

great Christmas gifts!!

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts, vests 

& hoodies

Winter’s here – be prepared  snow 
shovels, ice scrapers, sleds for kids 

& adults, heat tape & insulation

New shipment of 
clothing & socks 

has arrivedMens & Ladies’ 
winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99 

grey or black

Poinsettias & cut flower 
Christmas bouquets

Come see us for 
all your Christmas 
shopping ideas!!

New games & 
educational activities for 
kids & adults, puzzles

Wishing all a very 
Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year

The Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce extends a huge 

THANK YOU
to everyone who helped make New Denver Merchants’ 

Night a huge success!
Santa Claus, New Denver & Area Fire Department, Village of New 

Denver, Rhonda Bouillet, Phyllis McTaggart, June and Rick Reitmeier, 
North Slocan Trails Society, RHC Insurance, all participating 

merchants and organizations, and all the community members who 
came out to enjoy the event!

Colouring Contest Winners: Ryder Laybourne, Devyn, River
Merchants’ Night Basket Winner: Gerry Buchanan

— Sponsors —

by  Mark  Page ,  Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

During the  summer 
of  2021 as  the region 
sweltered under a ‘heat 
dome,’ firefighters from 
the BC Wildfire Service 
battled a large wildfire in 
the Trozzo Creek watershed 
close to many Slocan Valley 
communities. Thankfully, 
some of this area was already 
being managed by the Slocan 
Integral Forestry Cooperative 
(SIFCo) to reduce fire 
intensity.

“It was very useful,” said 
SIFCo manager Stephan 
Martineau. “That area was 
used as an anchor for a 
backburn that burned toward 
the fire and created a barrier 
for the advancing flames.”

This stopped the fire in its 
tracks and allowed fire crews 
to establish and protect the 
northern edge of the wildfire.

These fuel reduction 
strategies are becoming 
increasingly common and 
several local community 
forests are getting an influx 
of cash to continue doing 
similar work. A lot of the 
money is coming through 
grants provided by the Forest 
Enhancement Society of BC 
(FESBC.)

“These new projects 
funded by FESBC will help 
build communities that are 
safer and more resilient to 
climate change,” said Minister 
of Forests Katrine Conroy in a 
press release.

Both the Nakusp and 
Area Community Forest 
(NACFOR) and the Kaslo 
and District Community 
Forest Society (KDCFS) 
have recently received grants 
totalling about $350,000 
each, while SIFCo received 
approximately $500,000. 
Projects range from creating 
access roads for wildfire crews 
to thinning out forests so they 
don’t burn as intensely.

The investment push 
by the FESBC will fund 34 
wildfire risk reduction projects 
in BC over the next year and 
a half, with the added goal 
of improving forest health 
and reducing environmental 
impacts. The FESBC receives 
financial support for this from 
the Province.

The local grants are for 
projects that follow landscape 
level  plans created by 
community forests to manage 
long-term forest health. 
Most of the work is done in 
coordination with the larger 
wildfire risk reduction plans 
of the Regional District and 
local municipalities.

For Nakusp, that means 
creating a fire break parallel to 

Local community forests get funding for 
wildfire risk reduction projects

the boundary of the village in 
the north, east and south. The 
grants pay for fuel reduction 
treatments to be completed 
in a 40-hectare zone and for 
further assessments to decide 
what’s needed on another 
110-hectare area. This work 
will be in the Wensley Creek 
area and run into early 2024. 

According to NACFOR 
Operations Manager Frances 
Swan, most of the work 
involves cleaning up ground 
fall, cutting away branches 
and removing small trees. An 
eight-hectare area is slated to 
have larger trees removed.

Swan said that NACFOR 
is battling the perception that 
these fuel reduction projects 
benefit them financially. 
They receive 100% funding 
from outside agencies so 
they don’t need to be worried 
about recouping costs through 
harvested materials.

“ F u e l  m a n a g e m e n t 
projects involve removing 
some overstory, but it’s not a 
clearcut,” Swan said. 

If the material can be 
used, she said it would likely 
be sent to the Mercer Celgar 
pulp mill.

“If there’s an opportunity 
to use the fibre, that’s a good 
thing,” she said. “Otherwise, 
it will be piled and burned 
on site.”

Over in Kaslo, KDCFS 
Manager Jeff Reyden is 
dealing with both the need 
to reduce fuels and the 
impacts from last summer’s 
Briggs Creek fire. As that fire 
burned through their tenure, 
it damaged about $5 to $6 
million worth of trees that now 
need to be salvaged before 
they die, he said.

The Briggs Creek fire 
illuminated the need to 
ensure firefighter access to 
difficult terrain in their tenure. 
KDCFS added a project on 
Mt. Buchanan to their grant 
application after the fire. 

The mountain looms above 
Kaslo, encompassing the 
entire northwest area between 
Highways 31 and 31A.

“Just watching that Briggs 
Creek fire creep down the face 
across the valley made us all 
wonder what if that happened 
on Mt. Buchanan,” Reyden 
said. 

KDCFS has four grants 
for projects to be completed 
by March of 2024. Two 
of those are to create fuel 
reductions plans on Mt. 
Buchanan and over in the Lost 
Ledge area, while the other 
two are operational grants for 
work adjacent to Highway 
31A just outside of town and 
for building an access road in 
the Branch 7 Forest Service 
Road area.

The Lost Ledge and Mt. 
Buchanan projects will need 
separate grants for the actual 
work and Reyden said the 
Mt. Buchanan job will be 
quite difficult due to the steep 
terrain. They want to create a 
couple-hundred-metre-wide 
fire break up on the hillside 
by thinning out the forest and 
removing low branches. This 
type of treatment shouldn’t 
leave a large visible scar on 
the hillside, he said.

“As long as we can 
remove as much ladder fuel 
to have a defensible spot for 
BC Wildfire Service in case of 
fire then we’ll be successful,” 
Reyden said. “They’re kind 
of manual-thin-fro- below 
treatments so you won’t see 
any visible impact to the forest 
due to the treatment style.”

The physical work of this 
project will not begin until 
probably 2024 or beyond.

Back in the Slocan Valley, 
SIFCo is also dealing with 
the effects of large fires like 
Trozzo Creek, but Martineau 
struck a positive tone, saying 
they have been planning for 
this since 2009. Back then 
as climate change impacts 

became clear, SIFCo identified 
12 areas in need of landscape 
level  fuel  management 
treatments. Of these areas, 
he said eight have had work 
totally completed while the 
others are well on the way.

“Another two or three 
years and we should have 
completed what we set out to 
do 13 years ago,” Martineau 
said.

He said SIFCo has done 
almost 1,000 hectares of fuel 
reduction treatments since 
2009.

Their two current FESBC 
funded projects involve the 
removal of brush, branches 
and small trees in the Trozzo 
Creek and Pedro Forest 
Service Road areas, fully 
completing work in the 
Trozzo area.

All three community 
forests are looking to continue 
working with other agencies 
and local communities on 
these wildfire reduction 
projects. 

“It’s part of a larger 
strategy,” NACFOR’s Swan 
said. “A big part of wildfire 
risk reduction is community 
outreach. The funding is the 
easiest part.”

Considering 
Community 
Service? 

Consider 
Nakusp 
Rotary

Contact Sara 
Collinson for details: 
saracoll@telus.net
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Reality check
The 2022 data collected on 

‘living wages’ (minimum income 
necessary for a household to meet 
their basic needs) will be of interest 
to us. Of the nine communities in the 
Columbia Basin-Boundary region 
in the study, the three requiring the 
highest wages to meet basic needs 
were (in order) Golden, Revelstoke 
and Fernie. Note that these three 
are all Resort Municipalities, which 
our community could become if the 
proposed Zincton all-season resort 
goes ahead. Just sayin’…

Randy Cofer
Silverton

Gun control
The Liberals are taking a lot of 

flack from anti-gun control advocates 
who are claiming that many ‘hunting 
rifles’ are on the list to be taken 
away from honourable, legal gun 
owners. I am a hunter, and have 
been for more than 50 years. My 
family of five relied on my hunting 
skills to put food on the table. I have 
never had a problem hunting with a 
regular repeating rifle. The aim of 
any hunter who wishes to consume 
his quarry is to put as few bullets in 
it as possible. Bullets make a mess 
of your meat. The more bullets, 
the more bloody mess, and the less 
clean meat, so claiming that you 
NEED a semi-automatic gun to hunt 
with is complete hogwash. Assault 
rifles are being banned, but a semi- 
automatic “hunting” rifle is every bit 
as dangerous a weapon. I am writing 
this today December 6, the very day 
when a delusional bonehead named 
Mark Lepine murdered 14 young, 
smart, beautiful women with a semi-
automatic 22 calibre “hunting” rifle. 
If that rifle had been anything other 
than a semi-automatic, many of those 
young women would likely not have 
died. These weapons are absolutely 
not needed for hunting. The rabid 
gun nuts, and the Conservative Party 
are ramping up opposition to the 
Liberal’s weapon ban by spreading 

lies. Rural hillbillies like myself do 
need our tools to survive, but no one 
needs these kinds of weapons, and I 
am in favour of ridding our society 
of all semi-automatic guns. Think 
hard before you buy their poisonous 
scaremongering.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Response to 
Brian Gray

Penticton’s Brian Gray clearly 
sympathizes with dictators, in this 
case Putin.

Anyone who empathizes with a 
self-declared president for life, who 
kills and/or imprisons anyone brave 
or foolish enough to run against him 
for office, should move to Russia 
and live under that dictator. Warning 
- Brian, if you do put your money 
where your mouth is, Putin will draft 
you, give you a 30-year-old rifle, two 
bullets and send you to Ukraine to do 
your part in the euphemistic Special 
Operation (WAR).

Brian, everyone who disagrees 
with you isn’t a Nazi. Have you 
read Mein Kampf? I tried, got to 
page 13 when I realized my soul was 
suffering and I put the book down; 
Hitler’s first victim was his own soul.

Who put a gun to Putin’s head 
and forced him to do anything, ever? 
No one “makes” Putin do anything 
– that’s the whole point in being 
a dictator, get it!? No one forces 
Russian soldiers to rape, torture 
and execute civilians. Think Katyn 
Massacre in Poland (mass graves in 
1940 – 22,000 bound and executed 
Polish officers that Russia admitted 
to). The Russian army has a long 
sordid history. Barbarians following 
orders of psychopaths.

Please enlighten us on the 
demonstrated spiritual qualities 
of Vladimir Putin? Where is his 
compassion, his empathy, his 
humanity, his capacity for love? 
The sad reality is that he and his 
minions, sympathizers and wannabe 
understudies all over the world live 

lives entirely untethered to these 
qualities. This is the point! And yet 
we decry the historical lack of peace 
on earth; at Christmas no less.

I am a retired school bus driver. I 
once asked the students the following 
two questions. 1) Is nationalism 
always a good thing? They responded 
with, “No.” Because it makes us 
disparate. 2) Take all philosophy 
from Socrates to the present, add 
to that all prophetic revelation from 
every religion and cram all that 
wisdom into a nutshell and cook it 
down until there is only one word 
left and that one word is the meaning 
of life on earth for humans. What 
is that one word? (Hint: without it, 
life on earth would be hell on earth.) 
Students answered, “LOVE.”

So Brian, where’s the LOVE?
Brian McKee

Edgewood

Democracy in 
jeopardy

According to the Nakusp 
Communicator Facebook page, a 
paramedic recruitment open house 
took place on Saturday, November 
26 in Nakusp, but nobody showed 
up. Eight jobs were available, and 
not one person in the area expressed 
interest in a full-time ambulance job.

I don’t understand why nobody is 
applying for these safe government 
jobs? The new Bill 36 even takes 
the heavy vaccine responsibility 
off your shoulders. You just take 
all the current and coming vaccines 
every time the government deems it 
necessary. If you don’t agree – fired. 
Freedom of choice is a thing of the 
past.

The government also will relieve 
you from having your own opinion 
about medical issues or procedures 
– isn’t that nice.

Moreover, they will decide what 
informed consent will be. There is 
already a clear definition in common 
law and in the BC Healthcare and 
Facility Act, but that doesn’t suit the 
health authorities. They will give us 
another definition, probably not too 
much based on constitutional rights 
or evidence, as people obviously 
don’t deserve rights.

Sadly, BC is not alone.
California passed already 

the misinformation act, where 
doctors will be penalized and lose 
their licence if they don’t concur 
with government’s position on 
COVID-19.

New Zealand Prime Minister 

Jacinda Ardern declared that her 
government will bring forward the 
truth. If it’s not from the government, 
it is not the truth. Simple as that.

W H O  m e e t s  t o  i n c l u d e 
censorship of misinformation under 
the International Pandemic Treaty. 
Bill Gates knows for sure what 
misinformation is. 

If I add to this all the little things 
that governments and authorities do 
to try to gain control over what we 
people should or should not do, the 
red flags go up everywhere.

The USDA wants every citizen to 
register their veggie gardens.

In BC, the government wants to 
register all small farm activities, like 
raising pigs, goats, chicken, rabbits, 
or rats.

Further, World Economic Forum 
plans for the digital ID, vaccine pass, 
carbon calculators, and social credit 
systems.

We have to stand up as our 
leaders are imposing control over us 
without any democratic consultation.

If we comply, we are supporting 
the corruption.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Masks, social 
distancing and 
vaccines

I grew up in London, England, 
where coal-induced smogs and 
weather inversions once caused 
1,500 people to quite literally drop 
dead from an inability to breathe the 
air over one week, while thousands 
more were hospitalized. In the early 
1990s, my spouse and I bought 
Respro face masks designed by 
British Petroleum for London bike 
couriers to avoid breathing in diesel 
fumes. The principle of scarves and 
balaclavas I wore as a child over my 
face, the face coverings worn by 
construction and oil and gas workers 
on the Prairies and in Northern 
Canada, and the bike courier masks, 
is to protect the lungs from industrial 
pollutants and very cold air.

All these face coverings work 
on the principle of blocking larger 
particles and viral molecules in 
the air while allowing the smaller 
particles of the air itself to pass 
through the fabric. During the recent 
forest fire smog, my mask was a 
lifesaver, but at 72 I have to adjust 
the rate at which I walk and bike, 
especially in hot weather. Over the 
years, since she got it, my spouse 

has worn her Respro mask hundreds 
of times, including occasionally 
overnight and finds her thre- layer 
cloth mask easier to breathe through. 
Clearly there are masks available to 
meet individual needs.

Next ,  with regard social 
distancing during pandemics, in 
1665 some 15% of Londoners 
died from the plague, whereas 
in Bristol, where the sick were 
isolated at the newly built hospital, 
the resulting mortality was 1%-3%. 
That’s why we use the policy of 
social isolation (‘lockdowns’) during 
a pandemic when no vaccine is 
available. Consequently, increasing 
vaccination rates in all age groups 
lowers the viral load in the air 
and thus helps reduce the overall 
infection rate, especially in large 
urban centres where concentration 
of humans is highest. That is why it 
is still currently good to wear a mask 
in enclosed spaces where humans 
are concentrated together, especially 
while so many viruses are around.

The above information is based 
on historically known facts and 
time-tested health practices that 
have allowed the average human 
lifespan to rise from 25 during 
the reign of Elizabeth the 1st of 
England to over 80 today. In an age 
of stress-induced climate change, we 
need to strengthen health practices, 
not abandon them as a minority of 
citizens are arguing for us to do.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

War in Ukraine 
is totally 
unjustified

As someone who has very close 
ties to Ukraine, I found Brian Gray’s 
analysis of the Russian invasion 
very disturbing. The premise that 
this is a “special military operation” 
to “rid that failed nation state 
of Nazi scourge” is false and is 
straight out of Vladimir Putin’s 
disinformation playbook. The 
Ukrainian president, who is Jewish, 
received approximately 60% of the 
popular vote in the last democratic 
election. Those political parties or 
individuals professing extremist 
neo-Nazi views only received 2% of 
the popular vote and failed to elect 
any MPs.

The overwhelming majority 
of Ukrainians want to be part of 
the European Union and NATO, 
especially after the 2014 Russian 
invasion. To say that my relatives and 
others who camped out on Maidan 
square were somehow manipulated 
by NATO and the US is an insult to 
their intelligence.

Russia, along with the US and 
Great Britain, signed the Budapest 
memorandum in 1994, guaranteeing 
non-violation of Ukraine’s borders. 
In exchange, Ukraine gave up its 
nuclear weapons... to Russia. By 
invading the Donbas and Crimea in 
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continued from page 8
2014, Russia violated this agreement 
as did the US and UK by failing to 
protect Ukrainian sovereignty.

As early as 2007, Russia was 
financing paramilitary training for 
extremist groups in Ukraine, and 
in 2014, sent in Russian neo-Nazis, 
and other chauvinist elements to 
the Donbas prior to the actual 
intervention by Russian troops.

The current conflict is not about 
NATO or the threat to Russian 
sovereignty. It is about the fact 
that Putin does not believe that 
the Ukrainian nation has a right 
to exist. He and other Russian 
nationalists such as Alexander Dugin 
are convinced that the Ukrainian 
language is simply a dialect of 
Russian. The very thought that 
Ukraine is seeking closer ties with 
Europe is contrary to the myth of a 
pan-Slavic union under the umbrella 
of mother Russia.

In conclusion, it is important to 
state that absolutely nothing justifies 
this current brutal Russian invasion. 
The indiscriminate bombing of 
civilian targets such as schools, 
hospitals and apartment buildings as 
well as the energy infrastructure is 
nothing short of war crimes, as well 
as the torture, rape, execution and 
pillage of innocent civilians.

It is vital that we continue to 
provide Ukraine with as much 
support as possible, including 
sophisticated anti-missile defense 
systems. It is my hope that once 
Ukraine repels the aggressor, it will 
one day take its place among the 
community of free and independent 
democratic nations.

Alex Atamanenko
Castlegar

What if we 
rewarded 
people for 
protecting the 
lakeshore?

There’s a great show on Kootenay 
Co-op Radio called ‘What If?’ (Full 
disclosure: I was a guest on a recent 
show discussing our organization’s 
restoration work at the Snk’mip 
Marsh Sanctuary). That concept, 
‘what if?’ got me pondering a new 
way to handle a serious problem 
we have in our Regional District 
-- extensive lakeshore development 
with the resulting ecological loss of 
the fragile shoreline zone.

The problem was illustrated in 
spades in an article in the November 
17 issue of The Valley Voice discussing 
the Kootenay Lake shoreline and the 
RDCK’s proposed new regulations to 
prevent, in future, such a tragic loss 
of natural lakeshore habitat. In the 
case of Kootenay Lake, some 4.5 
kilometers of rare, ecologically vital 
and fragile habitat has been severely 
degraded.

Lakeshore development and 
damage to the foreshore is a “death 

by a thousand cuts” that adds up to 
an ecological catastrophe. From the 
result as reported (4.5 kilometers 
of shoreline lost to development), 
it’s fair to conclude that voluntary 
compliance and public education 
alone are not the answer to stopping 
“accelerating lakeshore disturbance 
and natural habitat degradation.”

There is much human behaviour 
to understand, given the challenge of 
trying to shift ecologically destructive 
human behaviour. Regulators such as 
the RDCK Planning Department, 
the Conservation Officer Service, 
the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, and other agencies that work 
to protect shorelines, are up against 
an entrenched entitlement mentality 
from many (I hasten to add, not all) 
owners of lakeshore parcels. Many 
waterfront owners feel that since 
they paid a high price for their land, 
since they have built an expensive 
house and perhaps a dock for their 
boat and jet-skis, and since they pay 
more property tax on their waterfront 
property than their inland neighbours 
do... altogether this makes them 
believe they have the right to do 
whatever they want to the shoreline.

To be fair, there are some 
lakefront owners who understand the 
genuine privilege and responsibility 
it is to be stewards of such an 
ecologically fragile zone and who 
ensure they “do no harm” to the 
shoreline. But it is disheartening 
for these responsible folks to see 
their neighbours damaging the 
foreshore and getting away with 
ignoring permitting regulations – 
with seemingly no consequences.

Our organization reported some 
SPEA (Streamside Protection and 
Enhancement Area) violations to the 
RDCK Planning Department and the 
Conservation Officer Service, works 
done on the west side of Slocan Lake. 
In response, we received vehement 
criticism from some (again, not all) 
of the owners who have summer 
homes along that strip of developed 
lakeshore. Their reaction can be 
summarized as unmitigated outrage 
that they would be harassed and 
persecuted in this manner. This 
because we reported clearcut 
lakeshore, in some cases the complete 
removal of the fragile laucastrine 
ecosystem by clearing rocks and 
every scrap of natural vegetation 
from beaches, the construction of 
decks, platforms and groynes within 
the foreshore and SPEA zones. One 
enterprising landowner had even built 
a massive poured-concrete ramp right 
across the foreshore and many metres 
out into the lake!

This is the resistance the Regional 
District’s very dedicated planning 
staff will face when they try to 
implement their new regulations. 
One component of the problem is 
that lakeshore landowners don’t 
understand (or are willfully blind) 
to the fact that the lakeshore is not 
their personal private property to 
do with as they wish. There were 

just three letters on this topic in 
successive issues of The Valley Voice, 
all presenting a different set of ‘facts’ 
about the public’s right to use the 
beach (foreshore zone) in front of a 
private dwelling – proof that readers 
are genuinely confused about this 
whole matter.

While we wholeheartedly support 
the RDCK’s proposed Environmental 
Development Permit Areas and 
related regulations, they must be 
accompanied with some very targeted 
outreach to lakefront property owners 
– and it will be news which will not 
please some of them.

In addition to the new regulations 
which we hope will have some 
enforcement teeth, what if we added 

a system of incentives as well? What 
if we rewarded lakeshore owners 
who keep their shoreline natural and 
don’t disturb that fragile ecosystem, 
reward those who don’t clear their 
beaches, those who don’t scalp the 
foreshore bare? What if we had 
community awards for ‘responsible 
lakeshore owner of the year’ and ‘best 
shoreline restoration’ for each of our 
lakes in the regional district? What if 
waterfront landowners got a tax break 
for keeping the shoreline healthy and 
leaving it unmolested? What if?

Any successful change to 
human behaviour requires both 
carrots (financial incentives, praise, 
recognition) and sticks (fines, tax 
penalties, jail time).

To say “the goal of protecting the 
lakeshore needs buy-in from local 
residents” – when referring to most 
lakefront property owners – is like 
seeking buy-in from road racers to 
lower the speed limit.

Instead, regulators should be 
following the science and listening 
to “the resounding feedback from 
biologists consulted during the 
process” to set regulations that 
have adequate enforcement teeth, 
accompanied with adequate bylaw 
enforcement officers to monitor 
compliance, AND some incentives 
to make it more attractive for people 
to do the right thing.

Lorna Visser
Hills

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It’s been a busy year for the world 
and the West Kootenay. Triumphs, 
troubles, success and failure – the 
Valley Voice has been there to record 
the news that made a difference in 
your life. And now you can relive 
it all – or at least, see how much of 
2022 you can remember.

Below are 75 questions about 
events big, small, silly and serious 
– that made the pages of your 
hometown newspaper this year.

You’ll find the answers on pages 
34 and 39. 
1. The pandemic drove property 
values through the roof in the West 
Kootenay as people fled the urban 
centres for a rural lifestyle. One 
community in particular saw prices 
rise 56% from the year before. That 
town was:

a. Nelson
b. Slocan
c. Nakusp
d. Edgewood

2. A Kaslo Village councillor 
threatened to cut tax support for 
local organizations that did this:

a. cut his daughter out of a local 
production of The Sound of Music

b. charged admission to events
c. enforced vaccine mandates
d. held events on Sundays

3. School District 8 Kootenay Lake 
required teachers to do this, SD 10 
Arrow Lakes didn’t. What was it?

a. take part in ‘Cross-Dress Day’
b. get vaccinated against COVID
c. apply for district-issued Visa 

cards
d. submit to criminal record 

checks
4. A land-use conflict gripped New 
Denver all year. It was between:

a. hockey players and highways 
maintenance

b. dog owners and cyclists
c. campers and a logging 

company
d. public housing advocates and 

local landlords
5. Property owners in the Valley 
Voice area were asked to pony up 

Sharpen your pencils and clear your 
mind: time for the 2022 News Quiz

$15 annually for each parcel of 
land they owned. The money would 
be used for:

a.  a  COVID vaccinat ion 
information campaign

b.  a  COVID vaccinat ion 
disinformation campaign

c. memorial flowers for Queen 
Elizabeth

d. a fund for conservation 
projects
6. This new community-led project 
in New Denver will make it easy to 
be green when you are:

a. going out to a restaurant
b. replacing your oil furnace
c. deceased
d. recycling

7 .  T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 
Development Board created a new 
group to promote the return of 
agriculture to the area. They named 
the initiative: 

a. Nak-Agri Club
b. Farm Factor Force
c. Grow Arrow Lakes
d. The Basin Basket 

8. Massive snowfalls pushed 
snowpack to record levels in some 
parts of the province – including the 
West Kootenay, where measuring 
stations found snow levels at:

a. 110% of normal
b. 90% of normal
c. 408% of normal
d. 217% of normal

9. A Kaslo councillor stormed out 
of a meeting when council declined 
to immediately send a letter to the 
Province saying:

a. Stop vaccine mandates
b. Fire Trudeau
c. Honk if you love truckers 
d.  Down with the World 

Economic Forum
10. A Nakusp daycare got some good 
news that would help local parents 
a lot. They were told:

a. The daycare was being made 
part of the $10/day program

b. The health department finally 
okayed the lunch program

c. The daycare’s capacity was 
being doubled

d. The Province would provide 

them with free diapers
11. The mayor of Silverton was 
shocked when he saw the census 
figures for his community. Why?

a. It included 25 people who 
hadn’t lived there for 30 years

b. It showed a drop of 23%
c. It showed an increase of 23%
d. It showed Latvians now were 

the majority of residents
12. Want to build on your Kootenay 
Lake shoreline property? You’ll 
need a special permit if you want to 
do anything this far from the shore:

a. 5 metres
b. 20 metres
c. 100 metres
d. 30 metres

13. A research team wanted to drill 
south of Kaslo and the east shore 
of Kootenay Lake. What were they 
looking for?

a. gold
b. hot water
c. natural gas
d. crustal faults

14. Slocan’s mayor was surprised to 
find out their water treatment plant 
needed this:

a. chlorine tablets
b. fire protection
c. water
d. a security gate

15. Did you know you could rent 
these from the Nakusp library?

a. snowshoes and sunlamps
b. lawn darts and video cameras
c. pedometers and radon gas 

detectors
d. ukuleles and hand drums

16. The emergency department 
of the Slocan Community Health 
Centre in New Denver operated on 
reduced hours from January 20 to 
May 10. What did they need to go 
back to 24/7 service?

a. new tires for the ambulance
b. patients
c. two registered nurses
d. some really good medical 

cannabis
17. West Kootenay MLA and 
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural 

continued on page 12
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Our annual Holiday Sale is on with Everything 10% Off in December! Now 
Open Every Day thru Dec. 24th: Monday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm; Sunday, 

Noon – 2 pm • Open Late on Merchants’ Night: Please see our colour ad 
for details about our Klippan Blanket & Local Book giveaway! • Our ANIÁN 
collection continues to expand so come check it out • Happy Holidays and 
thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • RavensNestBC.com 
• 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

b y  J o h n  B o i v i n ,  L o c a l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A B u r t o n  c o m m u n i t y 
organization is about to re-launch 
programming after a more than 
two-year hiatus caused by the 
pandemic.

The president of the Burton 
Community Learning Centre 
says a strong showing at their 
recent annual general meeting 
demonstrates residents want the 
service.

“The question was: Do we 
still need the organization? Does 
the community still want the 
Learning Centre?” says Isabelle 
Bergeron, who also serves as 
treasurer of the BCLC. “The 
answer was a resounding ‘yes.’ 
We had over 30 community 
members who came to the AGM.”

Bergeron says there was no 
doubt the BCLC is still valued.

“Everyone is enthusiastic 
about offering programs again, 

Enthusiasm at AGM prompts Burton Learning Centre re-launch
as soon as possible,” she says. 
“The new board is there – we 
have new people, new ideas – 
plus the old experienced board. 
We have all the history and 
knowledge, and we are exploring 
new possibilities.” 

The Learning Centre started in 
the local elementary school about 
10 years ago, after declining 
enrolment put the school on the 
chopping block. The BCLC was 
formed to provide learning and 
wellness opportunities for local 
residents in the community of 
130 – and keep the lights on at 
an important community facility. 

“We started with such a 
beautiful building and great 
learning space, and we started 
offering programs – whatever 
the community wanted,” recalls 
Bergeron. “We had mushroom 
picking courses, lots of exercise 
classes for seniors, Pilates… we 
basically occupied one of the 

classrooms, which we turned into 
an exercise room. 

“We used the gym regularly 
and had a reading centre, 
which was very popular. And 
we had other one-off classes, 
like presentations from a local 
expert or weekend workshops. 
It definitely met a need of the 
community which we probably 
didn’t even realize was there.”

But the centre’s programming 
had to shut down at the height 
of the COVID outbreak in early 
2020, and that turned into a 
semi-permanent suspension. In 
the meantime, the fortunes of 
the elementary school changed 
as well.

“Burton has been blessed 
with a large increase in students 
in the last couple of years,” 
she says. “And the school is 
essentially full of students.”

The Learning Centre moved 
its equipment and other supplies 

out of the school to make way for 
the new students, and is storing 
them in the local community 
hall. They will restart their 
programming at the hall, but it’s 
not a permanent solution.

“There are some challenges 
we need to overcome, because 
the hall is used for other purposes 
– community activities, bingo, 
the seniors’ dinner, etc.,” she 
says. “Currently, the equipment 
is sitting on the stage, which is 
not ideal, but it is what it is.

“We’re going to try the best 
we can to make it work.”

With the successful AGM and 
reinvigorated board, Bergeron 
says they are beginning to look 
at other options for a home for 
the BCLC. 

“We have a church in town 
that hasn’t been used for a few 
years. We are hoping it will be 
transferred to the community,” 
she says, but emphasizes it’s 

more of a hope than a concrete 
plan at the moment. “There is 
that building that maybe we 
might be able to get into, but it 
would require major renovations. 
So that would be a long-term 
possibility.”

If the demand remains high, 
the organization might even 
look at building its own facility, 
either stand-alone or attached to 
another community building. 

“The sky’s the limit. If we 
want it, we can create it,” she 
says. “People are really keen. 
We just need to put our heads 
together and pull in the same 
direction.”

But that’s some years in 
the future. In the meantime, 
the BCLC is talking to funding 
agencies and will begin to gather 
volunteers to allow some of the 
centre’s programming to restart. 
She hopes that could be as early 
as January.

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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2023 Council Meetings

Council Meetings are held at 7:00 PM in the Village of New Denver Council Chambers on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. The schedule for 2023 is as follows:

January 10 & 24 April 11 & 25  July 11 & 25  October 10 & 24
February 14 & 28         May 9 & 23  August 8 & 22  November 14 & 28
March 14 & 28  June 13 & 27  September 12 & 26 December 12 & 27     

Holiday Office Hours
This year the office would be closed from 4:00 PM on Friday December 23, 2022 to 9:00 AM on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 with staff coming in as needed to respond to urgent inquiries/matters.  

Winter Snowplowing
The Village reminds residents that snow removal is a priority over the winter months. We request 
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and boulevards (roadsides) so that 
plowing can be done efficiently and safely. Please make every effort to remove all items, for 
example vehicles and trailers, from these public spaces. The Village is not liable for damage 
to any vehicles or items left on Village streets, boulevards, or property. If you are unsure about 
where your property lines are, you can contact the Village Office for approximate mapping.  To 
ensure public safety, residents are asked to not approach the operators while they are working. 
Please direct any questions regarding snow removal to the Village Office.

Street & Snow Bank Safety
Playing on, in, or around snow banks or anywhere near roadsides in winter can be extremely 
dangerous. Drivers of snowplows or other vehicles may not see children, especially if hidden in 
or behind snowbanks or quickly approaching a moving vehicle. While children may love to watch 
heavy equipment work, they may not understand the power of the equipment or the damage 
it may cause. Adults are cautioned to travel with care on winter roads and roadsides as well. 
Always wear proper footwear and be aware of the conditions and visibility.

Garbage Collection
Tuesday, December 27th garbage will be collected on Wednesday, December 28th to accommodate 
the holiday schedule.

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

Village of New Denver
Public Notices
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Wolfgang Plumbing 
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from 
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Winlaw 226-7320

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

As many in BC struggle for 
access to health care, patient 
advocates are working with health 
officials to revamp the way care is 
provided. Big changes are on the way, 
including changed payment systems 
for doctors, relaxed admission 
requirements for internationally 
trained physicians, and staff and 
service overhauls at local primary 
care clinics. 

Currently, there are approximately 
15,000 people in the Kootenay 
Boundary area who do not have a 
primary care physician. Meanwhile, 
access to walk-in clinics is becoming 
increasingly limited.

“ T h e  p r o b l e m  h a s  b e e n 
recognized – we know we’re in a 
crisis,” says patient advocate Mindy 
Smith, an academic and physician 
from Michigan who now lives in the 
Kootenays. “You’ve got a huge group 
of people with nobody to take care 
of them. People who are being taken 
care of are getting less and less care.”

Smith and other patient advocates 
joined Dr. Selena Davis at Taghum 
Hall on December 1 to discuss these 
issues at a potluck and information 
session. The gathering was an 
installment of the ‘Food for Thought’ 
series, funded with a small grant from 
the Vancouver Foundation. Davis is 
a health informatics expert, focusing 
on the intersection of business, 
healthcare and technology, and 
an adjunct professor at both the 
University of British Columbia and 
the University of Victoria. 

She is hoping sessions such as 
this empower more patient advocates 
as the system undergoes reform.

“This is the time to change, to 
get involved,” Davis said. “We as 
patients really do need to change the 
system.”

Smith works with the Kootenay 
Boundary  Pa t i en t  Advisory 
Committee to help patients have a 
voice in policymaking decisions.

“They’re trying to put the control 
into local hands to come up with local 
solutions,” she said.

Empowering patients to change the healthcare system
Currently, the committee is 

working on a program to make 
private health practices more robust 
by bringing in nurse practitioners, 
social workers, physical therapists 
and occupational therapists to work 
alongside doctors.

“So, when you come in and 
you’ve got a particular need, you 
can get filtered to the right person,” 
Smith said.

Half of the Kootenay Boundary’s 
26 private practices have already 
signed on to make these changes, 
according to Smith.

She said this has not been heavily 
publicized yet as the working groups 
involved are still ironing out what she 
called problems with “equity,” with 
private practices having a varying 
degree of resources available.

“A lot of this information has not 
yet been shared because we are in 
the developmental stage,” she said. 
“In the meantime, a lot of people are 
in the dark and it’s very frustrating.”

The committee has attempted 
to bring in more doctors to alleviate 
shortages, but with little success. 
Work is now progressing to create 
a “pipeline” of physicians and nurse 
practitioners from local colleges back 
into the community.

“Nobody’s coming in,” she 
said. “We’ve tried to find general 
practitioners – it’s really hard.”

The provincial government is 
also working on solutions. The 
Ministry of Health announced in 
a November 27 press release they 
would be relaxing some of the 
licencing requirements to try and 
bring more foreign doctors to the 
province. This will allow a tripling 
of the applicants taking the Practice 
Ready Assessment for foreign family 
doctors, increasing the allotment to 
96 by March 2024. 

Simultaneously, the Province 
announced new rules to allow 
international medical graduates to get 
a restricted designation if they are not 
eligible to be fully licenced, letting 
them work under another physician 
in acute care settings. And doctors 
trained for at least three years in the 

United States will be able to work in 
community health settings starting as 
soon as January 2023.

Another announcement on 
October 31 detailed an overhaul 
of the fee-for-service system that 
currently pays doctors per patient 
visit and often means limited time 
spent with each individual. The new 
system allows for payment based on 
the complexity of issues. According 
to the Ministry of Health, doctors will 
be able to work under the new system 
as soon as February 2023. 

Davis says this move to a “value-
based” approach is a step toward 
doctors being less involved with the 
financial side of health care.

“Let’s get them out of running a 
business,” she said. “Pay physicians 
for a value, not for a service.”

Davis believes whatever the path 
forward, a “patient revolution” is 
necessary to involve people more in 
their own care. This starts with access 
to one’s own health records and a 
focus on general health, to better 

integrate a patient’s history into their 
treatment.

“How many times do you have to 
navigate your own story and be your 
own patient advocate,” Davis said. 
“You have to hold the whole health 
record in your hands.”

Speaking at the Taghum Hall 
gathering, local Beasley resident 
Adrianna Work expressed frustration 
with her recent healthcare experience 

as she has no family doctor and must 
rely solely on emergency rooms and 
walk-in clinics for care. With nobody 
to follow her health history, she feels 
nobody understands her complete 
health picture.   

“How do you make sure there 
is follow-up when you don’t have a 
family doctor?” she asked. “A body 
is an integrated unit, you don’t get 
symptoms in isolation.”

submitted
PacifiCan, the new federal 

economic development agency 
dedicated to British Columbians, has 
recently opened offices in Kelowna 
and Cranbrook. These offices 
are there to serve businesses and 
communities, including Indigenous 
communities, across the Southern 
Interior of BC.

Anchored by communities like 
Kamloops and Kelowna – some of 
the fastest growing cities in Canada 
– the region is known for its world-
class skill hills, wines and cherries 
and is also home to a thriving tech 
community and innovative forestry 
and mining sectors. PacifiCan’s 
expanded footprint will help British 
Columbians in the Southern Interior 
build a stronger economy. With 
PacifiCan staff living and working 
in the region, British Columbians 

PacifiCan opens offices in 
the Southern Interior of BC

can better access high-impact, local 
investments and quality advice to 
advance the Southern Interior’s 
diverse economic interests.

“PacifiCan has been instrumental 
in developing the West Kootenay 
innovation ecosystem by supporting 
KAST initiatives such as the Midas 
Fab Lab in Trail and the Nelson 
Innovation Centre,” said Lorri Fehr, 
board chair, Kootenay Association 
for Science and Technology.
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The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and 

Happy Holidays to all  
We will close at 2:00 pm on December 24 with the drawing of the door prize 

We will reopen on Tuesday February 1
Please no drop offs of goods during this closed time.

Phone 250-358-7199
Highway 6 • New Denver

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Development Katrine Conroy got 
her ministry carved up into more 
manageable parts this year. Her new 
portfolio was called:

a/ Forests
b/ Forests and Lands
c/ Lands, Water and Resource 

Stewardship
d/ Secretary of State for 

Clearcutting
18. Officials in Nakusp built an 

Sharpen your pencils and clear your mind: time for the 2022 News Quiz, continued
enclosure in a forested area west 
of Nakusp. It was going to house:

a/ Freedom Convoy protestors 
b/ World Economic Forum critics
c/ female caribou 
d/ delinquent taxpayers

19. Nakusp’s Chamber of Commerce 
said it was in danger of shutting 
down after nearly 80 years. Why?

a/ There were no more businesses 
in Nakusp

b/ The board resigned and no one 
stepped up to replace them

c/ Cut-throat politics drove 
members away

d/ They couldn’t find the key to 
the Visitor Centre
20. A beloved figure in the village 
of Nakusp died, prompting some 
residents to plan a memorial. What 
happened to Tina the Turkey?

a/ hit by a car
b/ sent to a foster farm up north
c/ served as dinner at Christmas
d/ got too close to a coyote

21. Slocan Valley writer Tom 
Wayman was awarded a George 

Woodcock award for:
a/ having a play adapted into the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe
b/ collection of erotic poetry
c/ his history of pesticide use in 

Winlaw
d/  a  l i fe t ime of  l i te rary 

achievement
22. When Nakusp officials checked 
the rules governing mobile food 
vendors operating in the village, 
they discovered:

a/ they hadn’t been updated in 
20 years

b/ there were provisions for 
segregated eating areas

c/ there were no rules
d/ a legal loophole opened the 

Village to liabilities
23. Anglers fishing on Kootenay 
Lake cut the heads off trout they 
caught and turned them in to 
authorities. Why?

a/ as offerings to the angling god 
Pasmeeabir

b/ to reduce the number of 
predators in the lake

c/ as a warning to other trout to 
stay away

d/ to eat them up, yum!
24. Nakusp-based Box Lake Lumber 
had to lay off staff and reduce shifts 
at its mill this year. The owner said 
it was because:

a/ cedar fences have gone out 
of fashion

b/ logging trucks all headed to 
Ottawa for protests

c/ logging rule changes reduced 
their supply by half

d/ they ran out of saw blades for 
their machinery
25. The Village of Slocan was told 
it would have to spend $147,000 
annually to do this:

a/ maintain village flower baskets
b/ upgrade the municipal 

campground to legal standards
c/ maintain and replace its aging 

infrastructure
d/ pay for council’s conference 

hotel bills
26. Council approved Slocan getting 
a pot shop this year. Located above 
the grocery store, it will be called:

a/ Slocannabis
b/ Pot Pour Vous
c/ Tootenays
d/ Weed Be Delighted

27. The town of Salmo quit the 
Community Sustainable Living 
committee of the RDCK. The mayor 
said they were doing it because:

a/ they are opposed to sustainable 
living

b/ they were tired of the insults 
received from the Rural Affairs 
Committee

c/ they didn’t think it was a good 
fit for Salmo

d/ they had a scheduling conflict 
on meeting days and couldn’t take 
part
28. The RDCK sent $5,000 to help 
the people of Ukraine cope with 
the Russian invasion. What else 
did they do?

a/ sent Area I Director Andy 
Davidoff to fact-find in the Donbas

b/ bought only Ukrainian-made 
products for the office

c/ wrote a strongly worded letter 
to Vladimir Putin

d/ sent 10 SAM missiles from 

RDCK stockpiles to Kyiv
29. Fish biologists predicted that 
by 2024, the kokanee salmon in 
Kootenay Lake would be:

a/ extinct
b/ breeding at near-normal levels
c/ delicious as ever
d/ an allowed catch again

30. What caused the never-ending 
spring of 2022?

a/ La Nina
b/ Il Duce
c/ El Nino
d/ Kodiak Stream

31. Silverton’s mayor predicted his 
town would be the first in the region 
to get high-speed fibre-optic line to 
every home. That project is called:

a/ the last mile
b/ the green mile
c/ the moonlight mile
d/ the miracle mile

32. Updating New Denver’s animal 
control bylaw meant Village staff no 
longer had to:

a/ contact pet owners before 
animals are put down

b/ sell impounded animals for 
their fur value after 30 days

c/ milk impounded cows twice 
a day

d/ require proof of vaccination 
for exotic pets
33. A Summit Lake couple were 
ordered by a court to tear down two 
barns on their property. Why?

a/ they had built too close to a 
creek

b/ they hadn’t met local design 
regulations

c/ they built it without a permit
d/ they had built it on the regional 

rail trail
34. Kaslo’s beloved SS Moyie 
paddlewheeler was accused of 
violating a Village bylaw. What was 
it doing?

a/ selling t-shirts without a 
business licence

b/ operating outside of legal 
business hours

c/ letting tourists sound the very 
loud ship’s whistle

d/ preparing food without a 
Foodsafe permit
35. Kaslo’s new 10-unit affordable 
housing project broke ground in the 
spring. What Beatles song does the 
project’s name sound like?

a/ Rigby Place
b/ Penny Lane Apts.
c/ Blue Jay Way Units
d/ Helter Shelter

36. The wheels came off the bus 
service in the Nakusp-Slocan 
corridor for several months over 
the winter due to a shortage of 
bus drivers. What did the transit 
company’s owner say was a major 
cause of the staff shortage?

a/ the lure of Amazon delivery 
driving

b/ frequent snowstorms
c/ vaccine mandates
d/ union activism

37. Talk about longevity! Kaslo’s 
hospital auxiliary celebrated a 
big anniversary this year. What 
science fiction movie would have 
been playing in the theatres when 
it opened?

a/ Star Wars
b/ 2001: A Space Odyssey
c/ Metropolis

d/ A Trip to the Moon
38. Nakusp council decided to allow 
something new for grave markers 
in the Village-run cemetery. What 
can you now have your last words 
etched onto?

a. polycarbonate plastic
b. stainless steel
c. graphene
d. holographic projection

39. The RCMP’s Community-
Industry Response Group was called 
in to clear out a logging protest near 
Argenta in April. Protesters said 
the C-IRG’s advertised ‘measured 
approach’ to the camp included:

a/ destroying personal property 
of protesters

b/ dragging people onto the 
roadway so they’re violating the 
injunction, then arresting them

c/ not reading people their rights 
upon arrest

d/ all of the above
40. Nakusp’s mayor said a newly 
arrived resident had a “bold plan” 
for Nakusp. What did Grant Smith 
want to do?

a/ reopen the town’s used book 
store

b/ turn the Old Fire Hall into a 
casino

c/ buy the hot springs from the 
village

d/ take over management of the 
town marina
41. The Eagle graphite mine 
resumed production from its 
Passmore area facility. What 
caused the two-year interruption 
in production?

a/ a glut in the pencil market
b/ the collapse of the electric-car-

battery market
c/ the pandemic
d/ a blockade by anti-space-

elevator activists
42. Volunteers at the Nakusp Rail 
Society unveiled the results of a 
restoration project. What did they 
spend 140 hours on to return to its 
former glory?

a/ a milk wagon
b/ an old CP dining car
c/ a photo album from the 1920s
d/ the society’s reputation for a 

good time
43. The Slocan Valley Rail Trail 
started providing this item at three 
locations along the 60-kilometre 
trail:

a/ bottled water 
b/ dog leashes
c/ waste collection bags
d/ sunscreen 

44. Anglers were surprised to have 
caught chinook salmon upstream of 
the Keenleyside Dam in the Arrow 
Lakes area this spring. When was 
the last time one was seen in these 
waters?

a/ when Joe Clark was prime 
minister

b/ when Lester Pearson was 
prime minister

c/ when RB Bennett was prime 
minister

d/ when Wilfrid Laurier was 
prime minister 
45. An environmental group 
surveyed Slocan Lake to determine 
how much human impact had 
affected the shoreline. What amount 
of the lake has been left in its 
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Happy Holidays 
from the Village 

of New Denver

Valhalla Community Choir
Annual Winter Concert

Friday, December 16
and Saturday, December 17

Silverton Memorial Hall 7:30 pm
Doors Open at 7:00

Admission by Donation

natural state?
a/ 10%
b/ 25%
c/ 75%
d/ 90%

46. A North Kootenay Lake 
woodcutter was surprised to find this 
while he was gathering firewood in 
2021, prompting calls to preserve:

a/ a perfectly-preserved pioneer 
silver mine

b/ a stand of old-growth cedars
c/ a nesting site of the spotted owl
d/ a shale bed of Permian-era 

fossils
47. What was the one question 
a consultant recommended you 
should ask yourself if you wanted to 
run for municipal office this year?

a/ Am I insane?
b/ Am I a learner?
c/ How much money can I make 

in kickbacks?
d/ What’s a councillor actually 

do?
48. After spending the spring and 
part of the summer in protective 
custody, seven caribou females 
were released from their maternity 
pen above the Nakusp Hot Springs. 
How many babies did they bring 
into the world?

a/ 3
b/ 7
c/ 6
d/ 12

49. Slocan village has a water use 
problem. Every day the average 
resident uses enough water to:

a/ take 32 baths
b/ take 300 showers
c/ wash 144 loads of clothes
d/ flush a toilet 530 times

50. Residents of Krestova raised 
more than a half-million dollars 
in just over a month. What was the 
money to be used for?

a/ buying a lot of perogies
b/ supporting Walter Popoff’s 

re-election
c/ buying land for a park
d/ buying more ‘Slow/Children’ 

signs for Pass Creek Road
51. The Village of Silverton had 
three of these this year:

a/ by-elections
b/ citizens attend council 

meetings
c/ health and safety violation 

fines
d/ chief administrative officers

52. Residents of the West Kootenay 
heard once again the planet 
was heading for an ecological 
catastrophe if action wasn’t taken 
on greenhouse gas emissions. Who 
was the Cassandra this time?

a/ Doctors and Nurses for 
Planetary Health

c/ Seniors Environmental Action 
Group 

d/ Students for Cancelling C02
e/ Plumbers and Pipefitters 

Climate Office 
53. The Village of Slocan adopted 
its new Official Community Plan, 
which opens with a full-page 
aboriginal land acknowledgement 
and recognition of the history of 
First Nations in the area. How 
much space was spent on the 
previous OCP on aboriginal issues?

a/ it wasn’t mentioned at all

Sharpen your pencils and clear your mind: time for the 2022 News Quiz, continued
b/ one sentence
c/ one picture with a caption
d/ a full chapter

54. Winlaw’s ambulance service 
celebrated an anniversary this year. 
Who was the US president when the 
service was established?

a/ Bill Clinton
b/ Ronald Reagan
c/ Richard Nixon
d/ Harry Truman 

55. Experts said the continuing hot 
dry weather in the fall would do this:

a/ make for some excellent 
homegrown pot harvests

b/ force water rationing in urban 
areas

c/ keep forest fires burning longer
d/ extend the Slocan River 

rafting season
56. There’s an app for everything 
these days, even for the West 
Kootenay. Which one of these was 
not a feature of a new regional app 
this year?

a/ visit movie location sites in the 
West Kootenay

b/ get alerts on the latest old-
growth clearcutting in the region

c/ find out when the Slocan bus 
was arriving in Appledale

d/ learn where that forest fire 
smell is coming from 
57. This many RDCK directors 
in the Valley Voice region found 
themselves facing challengers in 
the October local elections:

a/ none
b/ one
c/ two
d/ three

58. Lawyers for a local logging 
company asked the courts to force 
protestors to reveal who was behind 
their website and Facebook pages. 
What did they want?

a/ to find out why their friend 
requests were ignored

b/ to have them charged with 
contempt of court

c/ to ask what cool font they used 
on their fundraising page

d/ to serve them with cease-and-
desist orders
59. A New Denver council candidate 
said this was a part of the job of 
elected officials:

a/ shielding municipal staff from 
the public

b/ fighting COVID restrictions 
c/ keeping sober before council 

meetings
d/ finding ways to bridge divides 

in the community
60. Tying justice in red tape: the 
Province and other defendants 
appealed the ruling on an appeal 
of a ruling by a judge. What’s the 
issue they are fighting?

a/ whether New Denver can 
move its dog park

b/ if the Zincton ski resort could 
go ahead

c/ the Lemon Creek fuel spill 
class-action suit

d/ the extinction ruling on the 
Sinixt 
61. School District 10 Arrow Lakes 
trustees are carefully exploring a 
big change in the way the district is 
run. What are they planning?

a/ eliminating the school bus fleet
b/ mandatory daycare for 

preschoolers
c/ moving to a four-day work 

week
d/ funding school operations 

with Bitcoin
62. The ‘Better at Home’ program 
was expanded this year into the 
Slocan Valley. What’s better at 
home?

a/ nutritious meals for children
b/ seniors living independently
c/ working remotely
d/ craft-making for local markets

63. A Slocan Valley woman has 
started a campaign to stop this on 
the Slocan River:

a/ clothing-optional rafting
b/ dynamite fishing
c/ domestic water pumping
d/ gas-powered boats

64. A community group proposed 
a plan to save an historic building, 
‘The House of Joyful Tidings’ in 
New Denver. What was the building 
originally used for?

a/ a brothel
b/ a church
c/ a newspaper office
d/ a prison 

65. Kaslo’s mayor seized the 
moment during an eye exam. What 
did she do?

a/ asked for a free glasses-
cleaning chamois

b/ refused that creepy air-puff 
test

c/ pitched her town for a 
LensCrafters franchise

d/ told the optometrist they 
should hold clinics in Kaslo
66. Why were West Kootenay 
homeowners being told to consider 
getting rid of their oil furnaces?

a/ additives in the fuel were 
causing them to explode

b/ no one services them anymore
c /  f ue l  o i l  p r i c e s  we re 

skyrocketing
d/ it reduces greenhouse-gas 

emission guilt
67. New Denver’s former mayor 
Ann Bunka said she was taking 
extra precautions before leaving her 
house this fall. Why?

a/ anti-COVID protestors were 
picketing her home

b/ she was delinquent paying her 
property taxes

c/ paparazzi wouldn’t leave her 
alone

d/ bears were hanging around 
her fruit trees
68. A panel reviewing provincial 
electoral boundaries suggest 
changing the name of the Nelson-
Creston riding. What was the 
proposed new name?

a/ Kootenay Lakes
b/ Greater Cannabia
b/ Kootenay Central
d/ Upper Columbia 

69.  The Agricul tural  Land 
Commission okayed Nakusp’s plans 
to remove five hectares of land from 
the provincial reserve. What’s the 
land to be used for?

a/ hot springs overflow parking
b/ a caribou maternity pen
c/ a new industrial park 
d/ local airport improvements

70. The Silvery Slocan Museum 
discovered a long-forgotten painting 
in its archives and had it restored. 

What did it depict?
a/ Bill ‘Silvery’ Slocan, the 

explorer the valley is named after
b/ the village of New Denver, 

circa 1895
c/ the sinking of the SS Casley 

paddlewheeler
d/ Jane ‘Saucy’ Sandon, the 

madame of the House of Joyful 
Tidings
71. A mysterious black goo washed 
up on the shores of Kootenay Lake 
in September. What was it?

a/ engine oil spill from a marina
b/  the  eggs of  a  marine 

invertebrate
c/ it remains a mystery
d/ algae from an old industrial 

dump
72. A JV Humphries alumnus at the 
University of Victoria helped put a 
satellite into space. What did it do?

a/ provided close-up photos of 
pollution in the Kootenays

b/ created an artificial star to 
calibrate observatories

c/ tested a new solar panel 
technology

d/ demonstrated techniques for 

de-orbiting dead satellites
73. What percentage of children 
5-11 in the Arrow Lakes region have 
had their second shot of the COVID 
vaccine?

a/ 50%
b/ 9%
c/ 88%
d/ 33%

74. School District 10 trustees did 
something special to mark the 
departure of a 17-year veteran of 
the board. What did they do?

a/ they all wore plaid
b/ they bought her an expensive 

bottle of wine
c/ they had a children’s choir 

serenade her
d/ they turned their backs to her 

and shunned her
75. A wildfire near Kaslo this fall 
could have devastating impacts on 
the local community forest. How 
much wood value were they trying 
to salvage from the burn area?

a/ $1 million
b/ $5-6 million
c/ $500,000
d/ $10 million
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from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

submitted
It took until 2022, but water 

finally made it onto the official agenda 
of a UN Climate Change Conference. 

‘Water Day’ was designated for 
November 14 at the recent COP27 
climate change conference in Egypt 
where 190 countries had assembled 
to discuss climate action. Water Day 
discussions covered water scarcity, 
drought, early warning systems, and 
cross-boundary cooperation, with 
one entire session devoted to the 
critical importance of monitoring and 
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Climate crisis is a water crisis: Monitoring for adaptation in the Columbia Basin
managing river basin systems.

In the Columbia River Basin, 
ongoing work to monitor how 
water supply is changing began in 
2017 and exemplifies many of the 
climate adaptation actions COP27 
attendees agreed are needed for 
sustainable water management. We, 
too, are vulnerable to climate change 
altering our water cycle, evidenced by 
disappearing glaciers, soaring summer 
temperatures, longer dry periods 
and extreme flooding – all of which 
have serious repercussions for our 
communities and ecosystems. Living 
Lakes Canada, the water stewardship 
NGO whose work was founded in 
the Columbia Basin, has developed 
a new framework for an expanded 
water monitoring network across 
the Basin to track and understand 
climate impacts on water. The data 
collected will support decision makers 
in their ability to help communities 

and industry prepare for inevitable 
changes to water supply.

The ‘Columbia Basin Water 
Moni tor ing Framework’ was 
implemented in three pilot areas this 
past summer: the North Kootenay 
Lake/Slocan Valley region in the 
West Kootenay, and the Columbia 
Valley and Elk River Valley in 
the East Kootenay. In each pilot 
area, water monitoring sites were 
selected based on a combination of 
community priorities and scientific 
metrics. Overall, monitoring sites 
were selected for 26 hydrometric 
stations, eight lake level stations and 
three climate stations. Equipment 
installation was carried out from 
August through to October.

Living Lakes Canada identified 
community priorities through 
consultation with First Nations and 
the Local Reference Group created for 
each pilot area, which was composed 
of water stewardship groups, 
community members, First Nations, 
industry/commercial water users, 
and local, regional, and provincial 
governments.

In the North Kootenay Lake/
Slocan Valley region, monitoring 
water supply and water quality for 
sources of drinking water was the 
top Local Reference Group priority. 
Monitoring on water bodies that are 

fish habitat was another key priority 
in this region.

“We are told that increasing 
temperature and abnormal weather 
events are reflections of climate 
change, but it is really water, both 
too much and too little, that destroys 
us,” said Richard Johnson, Local 
Reference Group coordinator for the 
North Kootenay Lake/Slocan Valley 
pilot area. “Last November, it was too 
much water in BC’s Lower Mainland 
that ruined houses, killed cattle, 
wrecked roads and bridges, shut down 
fuel supply, disrupted food delivery 
infrastructure. We, as people, not just 
scientists, need to understand water. 
Monitoring its location, movements, 
composition, in fact every aspect of 
water, is imperative, if we are to live 
with this immense power.”

“My interest is in the smaller 
tributaries to all these systems that 
can support fishes. Climate change 
impacts on these smaller systems 
is my priority interest, as well as 
watershed changes caused by human 
activity, predominantly forest road 
development (access, culverts, 
siltation) and harvest impacts,” 
said one Local Reference Group 
participant. 

A detailed report along with an 
interactive map explaining why each 
site was selected and what monitoring 

equipment was installed will be made 
available on the Living Lakes Canada 
website in December.

The water and climate data 
collected will be made available 
through the Columbia Basin Water 
Hub database (visit www.cbwaterhub.
ca).

The data  can be used by 
community members, researchers, the 
private sector, all levels of government 
and decision makers. The data on the 
Water Hub will support efforts to build 
a more comprehensive understanding 
of the state of water supply and water 
quality in local jurisdictions and to 
establish adaptation options.

Further monitoring will be 
implemented in 2023 and Living Lakes 
Canada intends to continue to expand 
this program to include additional 
areas of the Columbia Basin over the 
next 10 years. To learn more, contact 
CBWMF Program Manager Paige 
Thurston at paige@livinglakescanada.
ca or visit www.livinglakescanada.
ca/project/columbia-basin-water-
monitoring-framework/.

Living Lakes Canada is a national 
non-profit organization based in 
the BC Columbia Basin working 
towards the long-term protection of 
Canada’s freshwater. Visit https://
livinglakescanada.ca/ for more 
information.

submitted
British Columbians’ feedback 

about the watershed security 
strategy and fund being developed 
in partnership between the Province 
and Indigenous Peoples is now 
available.

In  January 2022,  Bri t ish 
Columbians were asked to comment 
on a discussion paper about the 
strategy and that feedback is online 
in a ‘what we heard’ report.

This report is the latest step in the 
ongoing development of the strategy, 
which will help guide enhanced 
management and protection of BC’s 
water resources and watersheds 
through collaboration with First 
Nations, local communities and 
individual British Columbians.

Maintaining healthy watersheds 
is vital to ensure that good-quality 
water is available to support 
ecosystems, economies, cultures 
and communities throughout British 
Columbia. Healthy watersheds are 

Watershed security ‘what we heard’ report available online
also important for reducing the 
risks and effects of floods, droughts 
and wildfires, and for increasing 
protection against such events in a 
changing climate.

Integrating the watershed security 
strategy with BC’s Wild Salmon 
Strategy and its first-ever coastal 
marine strategy will address how BC 
stewards the ecosystems that species, 
such as wild salmon, rely upon.

The watershed security strategy 
and fund will provide a roadmap for 
watershed resilience and financial 
support for projects that help achieve 
these goals.

The Ministry of Land, Water and 
Resource Stewardship will continue 
to develop the watershed security 
strategy and fund in partnership with 
Indigenous Peoples, including the 
BC-First Nations Water Table, and in 
collaboration with local governments, 
stakeholders and interest groups.

The next steps in the strategy’s 
development include the release 

of an intentions paper, which 
will be informed by the public 
feedback received to date and will 
outline potential priority actions for 
government to improve watershed 
health. People will be invited to 
comment on the intentions paper in 
early 2023.

Development of a watershed 
security strategy and fund was 
initiated by George Heyman, Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change.

In April 2022, the Ministry 
of Land, Water and Resource 
Stewardship was established to 
co-develop a vision for land, water 
and resource management with 
First Nations, to improve land-use 
decision-making and benefit all 
British Columbians. As part of its 
mandate, the ministry is developing 
the watershed security strategy and 
fund.

The ‘what we heard’ report is 
available online: https://engage.gov.
bc.ca/watershedsecurity/

Caribou Creek monitoring equipment installation in the North Kootenay Lake/Slocan Valley pilot area.
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Wishing all our Wonderful Wishing all our Wonderful 
Customers a Very Merry Christmas Customers a Very Merry Christmas 
& A Happy Healthy New Year!& A Happy Healthy New Year!

From all of us here at From all of us here at 
Mountain Valley Station Mountain Valley Station 
   Slocan   Slocan

 We will be open
on Christmas Day 
& New Year’s Day 
          12 - 4
 Christmas Eve &
  New Years Eve
           8 - 6

We would like to thank you for all your support. 

Come see us for 
great gifts, local 
crafts & all your 
wrapping needs!

On behalf of St. Anthony’s Christmas flea 
market, we would like to 
thank the vendors and all 

who came on Saturday, 
November 26 
to support us

Thank You!

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

After abandoning the first location 
chosen for an eight-unit affordable 
housing project, Village of Slocan 
council members are starting the 
planning process all over again for 
the project at the new site – where 
the old curling rink now stands. 
M’akola Development Services made 
a presentation to council on December 
1.

The process begins anew with 
site suitability assessments, including 
environmental and geotechnical 
surveys. Funding for the project comes 
from BC Housing and still includes 
a grant for the construction of eight 
units, but the design will likely change 
from the previous three-building 
complex.

“We’re looping back to the 
concept design stage,” said Village of 
Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn. “We’re 
kind of starting at square one again.”

Funding for the initial stages of 
planning will get a boost from the 
Columbia Basin Trust if the Village 
can match their offer of $10,000. 
This $20,000 investment would cover 
the basic site surveying necessary 
to ascertain suitability, though more 
will be needed to cover architectural 
design.

Slocan affordable housing project back to square one with new location
Council changed the proposed 

location after some community 
members criticized the suitability of 
the lot on the corner of Giffin Avenue 
and Slocan Street. Sandy Mackay of 
M’akola explained the old site had 
potential issues with wastewater. He 
also said the buildings designed for 
the old site would be expensive to 
maintain.

The Village hadn’t proceeded past 
the conceptual and site assessment 
phase at that location, so only initial 
seed money was spent. This money 
came from the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and included a 
$13,000 grant and $16,000 loan to 
be repaid when the project gets fully 
funded, gets cancelled or if three years 
passes, whichever comes first.

The need for affordable housing 
in Slocan has become clear in recent 
years as the cost of housing has soared 
while income levels remain steady. 
Mackay presented statistics showing 
the median house price rising from 
about $100,000 in 2012 to $283,000 
in 2021. 

This, combined with a growing 
and ageing population in Slocan, 
means the Village has a rental vacancy 
rate of less than 1%. A healthy rate is 
between 3 and 5% vacancy, Mackay 
said.

Nearby communities such as 
Kaslo and New Denver have both 
begun affordable housing projects 
and Mackay used them as examples 
for what could be built in Slocan. The 
Kaslo project is geared more toward 
seniors and consists of mostly one-

bedroom units, while New Denver’s 
project is more mixed.

In Slocan, the need is for family 
units, so the previous plan had several 
three-bedroom units. 

Once the project is complete, 
it will be managed by the Slocan 

Valley Housing Society and will have 
different rent discount types for each 
unit. Generally, these projects have 
some units that are rented based on 
tenant income, some that receive 
general subsidies and some that are 
rented at closer to market rate.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Provincial ambulance service 
officials say they aren’t giving up 
trying to hire locally in Nakusp despite 
a disappointing turnout to a job 
information day at the local station.

BC Emergency Health Services 
(BCEHS) announced earlier this fall 
it was hiring two full-time workers in 
Nakusp to beef up the ambulance service 
there, after years of concern by locals 
that it was understaffed for the need.

But when they held a job fair on 
November 26, no one came.

“It was advertised in the local 
area paper… and posted on the 
Nakusp mayor’s Facebook page,” a 
spokesperson for BCEHS told the Valley 
Voice by email. “Unfortunately, no 
members of the public attended, possibly 
due to other local events that same day.”

Nakusp is one of three BC 
communities (along with Sparwood and 
Valemount) where the local ambulance 
station has transitioned from their former 
‘scheduled on-call’ (SOC) staffing 
model to the full-time ‘alpha’ model. 
Alpha stations have eight full-time 
permanent paramedics on staff around 
the clock, seven days a week. This is 

Nakusp ambulance service 
job fair nets zero candidates

what has prompted the need for the 
two new regular full-time paramedics 
in Nakusp.

Until they can find the hires, the 
available shifts are being filled with a 
small pool of casual on-call paramedics, 
the spokesperson said.

Since 2021, BCEHS has added 
more than 750 new full-time and part-
time permanent paramedic positions 
in rural and remote areas, and at least 
125 in urban areas. This includes 254 
new positions that were recently added, 
converting temporary positions to 
permanent ones as part of the Rural, 
Remote, First Nations and Indigenous 
COVID-19 Response Framework.

Recruitment is ongoing, not only 
in remote communities but across the 
province. In October, there were hiring 
fairs in Kelowna and Vernon, and an 
education and career fair in Kelowna 
in November.

“We look forward to working with 
local organizations to attract paramedics 
to this beautiful area of the province,” 
the spokesperson told the Valley Voice. 
“These are new full-time positions 
with reliable pay and benefits and we 
encourage anyone interested to learn 
more at https://joinus.bcehs.ca/.”
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Nicholas and Wendy Nicholas and Wendy 
would like to wish would like to wish 
everyone a Merry everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.Happy New Year.

submitted
It is a preschool day. 

New Denver Nursery School children on an outing to the beach.

45-year tribute to New Denver Nursery School
I arrive in the garden, the 
gazebo, where we usually 

meet, and I am immediately 
greeted by joy and laughter. 

My classmates are there, 
running around, sliding and 
chasing, playing in the snow, 
jumping into piles of leaves, 
riding bikes on the school 
tennis court, picking flowers, 
and playing in the sandbox. 
My teachers are here, Julia and 
Sara, with their warm smiles, 
and games and activities for 
us all. They make sure that 
we are safe and that we each 
have fun while we are learning 
at school. 

Today we might stay 
outside, play in the garden, or 
the greenhouse. Maybe we’ll 
look for worms and insects, 
learn about soil life, about 
seeds, and transplanting, or 
tending to and harvesting 
our flowers; about herbs and 
vegetables we can safely eat 
or grow at home. Or if there’s 
snow, we might huddle in the 
gazebo, enjoy teas from the 
garden, and treats like yam 
fries and dried plums.

We might go for an 
excursion for the whole school 
day, visit the forest, or the 
lake. We might build bear 
dens and shelters, skip stones 
or learn about tracking and fire 
safety. We might build fairy 
homes and make snow angels, 
or learn about bear safety from 
Cora. We might learn about 
the seasons, right where we 
can feel them on our faces; 
we might have a picnic for 
our snack time, and play, and 
dance, and sing. Julia and Sara 
know so many songs! They 
know a song for any occasion. 

Or we might go inside 
after our time in the garden, 
to our classroom in the Big 
School, where we wash our 
hands and get ready for our 
day. We have snack, read 
books, and listen to stories 
that are all around us. We 
learn in our circle and play, 
on our own and with friends, 
build and pretend, laugh and 
dance around. We paint and 
we bake, measure and learn, 
make playdough and play at 
the water table. We make art 
together, or for our families to 
take home. We celebrate each 
other so we can all grow. 

Before we know it, the 
school day is over, and when 
we go home, our families 
can’t wait to hear about all 
we did today, the games we 
played, the friends we made, 
all the things we have learned 
and created.

The preschool is our place 
to learn and play, to run and 
explore, to hide and to seek. 
It has been our place for 45 
years, our safe space, helped 
and supported by many of you 
in the community with your 
tireless work, volunteering, 
and generous donations. 
Thank you all for all you have 
given us throughout the years. 

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e 
to support us now, please 
donate directly to our KSCU 
Masterplan account, number 
511972 or send cheques to: 
Box 466, New Denver. If 
you would like to become a 
board member, or learn more 
about volunteering or how 
to support a child, please 
contact our New Denver 
Nursery School teachers 
or the Slocan Lake Early 
Learning Society board at 
slocanearlylearning@hotmail.
com or 250-265-0420. 

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Happy Holidays to you and your family
Pools are open by reservation only. 

Book your reservation online @ www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
Ktunaxa Grill is open Wednesday — Sunday. 

Visit our website for hours of operation 
Dinner reservations required
1-800-668-1171 extension 406

Check out the great ideas in the gift shop! 

Are you looking 
for ways to 

optimize your 
personal 
finances?

by Jan McMurray
The BC Rural Health Network 

is well on its way to being the 
healthcare voice for all rural 
residents of BC.

“The BC Rural Health Network 
is now presenting at the ministerial 
level,” said Colin Moss, vice-
president of the organization and 
New Denver Village councillor. 
“We’re now speaking and meeting 
with all three BC provincial parties. 
Our voice is also being heard at the 
highest levels of BC Emergency 
Health Services. We’ve met with 
the health authorities, the municipal 
affairs minister and his staff, and we 
are planning an upcoming meeting 
with (Health) Minister Adrian Dix.”

The organization has grown 
from 48 members last year to 
75 members this year, and a 
membership drive is currently 
underway. Moss is chair of the 
membership committee.

“For the last three months, 
we ’ve  been  conduc t ing  a 
municipal membership drive, 
and once we’ve contacted all 
rural BC municipalities, we’ll 
be approaching the Regional 
Districts,” said Moss. “The idea 
is that we want to advocate for BC 
rural municipalities and the electoral 
areas around municipalities. That 
way, we can hope to represent the 
majority of rural BC. We also hope 
to partner with Indigenous nations 
on health issues common to all of 
us in rural BC.”

Last year, Moss helped to sign 
up six municipal members – all 
from the West Kootenay (New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan, Nakusp, 
Kaslo and Castlegar). Now there 
are 22 municipal members.

Moss says he and Leonard 
Casley, New Denver mayor, started 
out as champions of New Denver 
healthcare issues even before they 
were elected officials. “Then we 
thought it would be great to form a 

BC Rural Health Network is growing its membership
BC-wide advocacy group to come 
up with solutions that would work 
not only for New Denver but also 
for other rural municipalities in 
the province. And then we found 
out that Princeton had already 
started one – the BC Rural Health 
Network – so we got involved and 
joined the board.”

Moss is vice-president of the 
BCRHN board and chair of the 
membership committee, and Casley 
sits on the board as a director and is 
chair of the Emergency Operations 
Committee. Peggy Skelton from 
the east shore of Kootenay Lake is 
the chair, and the executive director 
is Paul Adams.

Moss says he has found that 
when individual communities 
and health groups come up with 
viable solutions and present them 
to health authorities and MLAs, 
the ideas don’t get “too far up the 
chain. But now BCRHN, through 
our expanded membership, is able 
to bring forward some of these local 
solutions to be heard at the highest 
levels. As a united voice, we’re far 
more effective.”

BCRHN is a solutions-based 
organization, Moss says. “We come 
up with viable solutions to rural BC-
wide healthcare problems and we 
present them at the highest levels. 
We don’t champion individual 
community or local area issues. 
We advocate – we don’t protest. 
It’s up to the local communities to 
protest.”

M o s s  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e 
organization is working on policy 
papers on the privatization of 
healthcare services, transportation 
issues, and local input into healthcare 
decisions. “Transportation is one 
thing we’re concerned about and 
that’s a common issue to all of rural 
BC. Centralization, and elimination 
and reduction of services to rural 
BC means we have to travel further, 
and it’s expensive and inconvenient. 

Also, community involvement in 
the community’s own healthcare 
was taken away by centralization.”

Moss says it is recognized by 
all political parties that the current 
healthcare system isn’t working. 

“The government is looking for 
solutions and we’re the organization 
that brings rural, community-based 
solutions forward.”

BCRHN members include 
not only local governments but 

also hospice societies, Chambers 
of Commerce,  local  health 
groups, seniors’ organizations and 
individuals. To learn more about 
the organization and becoming a 
member, visit bcruralhealth.org.
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by Jan McMurray
Lucerne School has officially 

opened its bouldering wall.
On December 2, students 

Amelie Tremaine, Della Berney 
and Tanner Hicks cut the ribbon 
after speeches by principal Nick 
Graves and parents Theresa 
Tremaine and Eva Hicks.

“It’s been such an amazing 
journey for the past couple of 
years, and seeing it up and running 
warms my heart,” said Graves.

The wall is open to high 
school students every morning, 
and will be open to elementary 
and preschool students as soon 
as more holds come in. On 
Wednesday evenings 7-9 pm, the 
school gym is open to community 
members to use the bouldering 
wall (or to play soccer).

Graves thanked teacher 
Scott Kipkie and former teacher 
Gary Parkstrom for “laying the 
groundwork for the climbing 

Students climb the new bouldering wall at Lucerne School in New Denver on December 2, 
during the grand opening event. 

Lucerne School holds grand opening for bouldering wall
program.” He also thanked the 
Parent Advisory Council for 
“doing the legwork to get the 
funding,” and in particular Eva 
Hicks and the “driving force” 
behind the project, Daren and 
Theresa Tremaine. 

“This wall wouldn’t be here if 
it weren’t for Theresa,” he said.

The re sa  s ays  t he  i dea 
originated with her daughter, 
Amelie. “She thought it would 
be a great thing for the school to 
have, so she collected signatures 
from students and teachers 
and submitted them to then 
superintendent, Terry Taylor,” 
Theresa explained.

After the PAC agreed to take 
the lead on the project, Theresa 
wrote a detailed proposal for 
Taylor, and the project was 
approved by School District 10 
in March 2021.

Theresa took on the grant 
writing and Eva Hicks came 
up with the idea of signing up 

business sponsors. About $32,000 
in total was raised to build the 
wall.

“There are so many benefits 
to climbing – mental, physical 
and social – and anyone can do 
it – you don’t have to be a great 
athlete,” said Theresa.

Graves said the bouldering 
wall is “a great way to stay active 
and build skills for climbing.”

The project was funded by 
CBT Community Initiatives 
(New Denver, Silverton and 
Area H), RDCK Area H, Rec 
Commission 6, New Denver 
and Area Youth Centre, North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival, 
Silverton Building Supplies, 
Valhalla Mountain Touring, 
Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundation, Kootenay Co-op, 
Adventure Domes, Oldham Fine 
Homes, Silverton Transport, More 
Core Diamond Drilling, Nice 
Pipes Plumbing, Valhalla Wood 
Preservatives.
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A $1,000 donation to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, represented by Bob 
Ruttenberg, was provided by Nakusp PharmaChoice, represented by Troy Clark 

and Coralie Richardson. This year’s ‘Light Up Our Hospital Lights’ campaign has a 
fundraising goal of $20,500 for an I-stat blood analyzer and two wheeled medicine carts.

Santa Claus took time out of his busy schedule to participate in the parade at 
Nakusp Light Up Fest, December 2.

Val and Todd Hill from Bon Marche Dollar Dollar were the runners-up in the 
Ugly Sweater Contest at Nakusp’s Light Up Fest this year. Nakusp’s HUB 

International Insurance won first prize.

The Grinch caught a ride with the BC Hydro truck in the Nakusp Light Up Fest 
parade, December 2.

Nakusp’s Light Up parade included a float with the drummer boy.



The Valley Voice   December 15, 202220 COMMUNITY

We Wish all our Customers a 
Healthy & Happy Holiday!

Holiday Hours:
Dec 19-24 9-5 • Dec 25, 26 & 27 Closed • Dec 28 10-4
Dec 29-31 9-5 • January 1 & 2 Closed

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp’s economic development 
agency is asking Village council to 
triple its annual contribution, from 

Economic group pitches closer relations with Nakusp council
$25,000 to $75,000.

The Nakusp and Area Development 
Board made its pitch for more support 
at the November council meeting.

“Ultimately, this is about capacity. 

The Village only has so much of it, and 
important plans may go unaddressed,” 
the NADB’s President Corrine Tessier 
told council. 

The Village of Nakusp and the 

RDCK entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the NADB in 
spring 2021. Funding from the Village, 
RDCK, Columbia Basin Trust, ETSI-
BC and NACFOR allowed the agency 
to hire a coordinator, who has been 
implementing economic development 
projects that align with the priorities of 
the Village, the RDCK and community 
leaders. (That coordinator is Councillor 
Aidan McLaren-Caux, who declared 
a conflict and left the room before 
Tessier’s presentation.)

Tessier outlined a number of 
projects the NADB has supported in 
the last two years, including having 
an EV charging station installed, 
starting a ‘buy local’ program, offering 
business advice to more than 200 
local businesses, supporting a rural 
immigrant program to bring skilled 
workers to the community, among 
others. 

“Having a paid EDC has made a 
significant difference,” she said. “Not 
only for launching specific projects, 
but by building a base of professional 
processes to support our area, and 
to complement Village and RDCK 
capacity.”

But the funding dries up soon, 
and the NADB doesn’t want to lose 
its momentum. And rather than going 
home, they want to go big.

“Given that large projects take time, 

commitment, and consistency, we ask 
for a multi-year funding arrangement of 
three to five years,” the president said. 
“Year-to-year uncertainty is preclusive 
of big projects, and big wins for the 
Village.”

The organization is looking 
for $75,000 from the municipality. 
The proposal asks the Village to 
continue providing an annual $25,000 
contribution, as it did in 2022 (up 
from $10,000 in 2021). It also asks for 
$50,000 from the NACFOR Legacy 
Fund – $25,000 for “initiating and 
leading a major project to benefit the 
community” and $25,000 to be used as 
seed funds to get matching grants from 
other agencies. The “major project” 
would be jointly decided upon with 
the Village.

With this funding in place, the 
NADB says it can: continue to act as 
an information and support hub for 
local business and non-profits, helping 
them grow and build capacity; develop 
new projects through community 
consultation, bringing the results to 
council for setting direction; access 
funding that the municipality might 
not qualify for; work on big-picture 
projects that are too much for the small 
local government. “An example is 
starting the long process of addressing 
the housing crisis, because no other 
organization in the village is working 
on it now,” the president said.

The other benefit of the proposal 
is that $50,000 doesn’t come from 
taxpayers’ pockets.

“There is a relatively stable and 
sufficient funding source (NACFOR 
Legacy Fund) that can be used to 
leverage outside funds to amplify the 
effectiveness of the projects, and that 
is not taxation,” the report says (their 
italics).

The whole $75,000 for each 
of three years could be reduced if 
the NADB can secure funds from 
other sources for the organization’s 
operations and projects.

Council thanked Tessier for her 
proposal. The request will be included 
in the Village’s upcoming municipal 
budget discussions.
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Cornucopia employees Ann McDougall and Tamara Siermaczeski at the store on Kaslo Light Up night, December 3.
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Santa & Mrs. Claus with elf helpers Elling Speirs and Millie Cyr at Kaslo’s Light Up Celebration December 3. 
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Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings
from the staff atfrom the staff at

Gaia Tree Whole FoodsGaia Tree Whole Foods

Closed Christmas Closed Christmas 
and New Year’s Dayand New Year’s Day

Open 9 – 5 Open 9 – 5 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Eve, 
Boxing Day & Boxing Day & 

New Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve

250-226-7255 • Hwy 6, Winlaw

There is light in the 
darkness. 

Join us for traveling carols 
Saturday, December 24th, 1-3 pm

Gather by Knox Hall at 1 pm
For more information: widespottz@netidea.com 

The members of Turner-Zion United Church of Canada invite you to 
visit the calendar on widespot.ca for information on the weekly online 
meditation group, bi-weekly online book study, Contemplative in the 

Kootenays gatherings, and online House Church.

Merry Christmas! We wish you a Happy, 
Healthy New Year

Holiday Hours
                          Dec 24th             Dec 25            Dec 26            Dec 31                    Jan 1st                Jan 2nd
        Kaslo                  Open to 3 pm     Closed            Closed            Open to 3 pm        Closed                 Closed
 New Denver       Closed                Closed            Closed            Closed                   Closed                 Closed
 Castlegar           Open to 2 pm     Closed            Closed            Open to 2 pm        Closed                 Closed

Kaslo                         New Denver                     Castlegar
250-353-2224                250-358-2500                  250-365-0001

Wide Spot: 
Hope
by Therese DesCamp

Most people I know are loathe 
to speak of hope these days. They 
see the impacts of climate change 
and social inequities; they feel 
the tremendous systemic strains. 
They recognize that the world is 
in an unsustainable mess. The only 
hope these dear friends may allow 
themselves is the hope that they die 
before the reckoning comes to their 
own doorstep.

And then there are people who 
bask in hope, and I don’t mean this as 
a compliment. They have quit taking 
care of anyone but themselves, 
convinced that some vast shift 
is going to happen without any 
work on their part – whether via 
the rapture, the revolution, or an 
effortless turning. So they’re just 
fine, thank you, and I should be, too. 

This thinking only works if 
you believe that our choices are 
meaningless.

Let me tell you about the hope 
which I carry. It is not contingent on 
specific future outcomes. It does not 
depend on whether the change that I 
long for occurs within my lifetime. 
It is not subject to my limited ideas 
of what would be best. 

The hope that I know comes 
from inside. It is a conviction, a 
“declaration about the very shape of 
reality” as Richard Rohr puts it. This 
hope recognizes, at the heart of all 
things, a deep-down belovedness and 
connection. This hope knows that 
the connectedness is always there, 
if I just pay attention. It is because 

of that deep-down belovedness and 
connection that we manage to put 
one foot in front of the other. Not 
because we know what the future 
holds, but because we trust that each 
of us plays a part in the solution, 
although we may not be able to see 
or feel or imagine that solution.

This hope takes seriously 
the idea that a vulnerable human 
being of dubious worth can make 
a difference – you, me, all of us. In 
my tradition, this idea is expressed 
through a religious celebration 
featuring an indigenous infant born 
to impoverished parents who have 
been displaced from their own land 
by an occupying government. The 
birth is a powerful event, not in 
spite of its inherent vulnerability, but 
because that very vulnerability has 
the capacity to concentrate our love: 
to draw us down into connection; to 
strengthen our mutual belovedness; 
to draw us outward in courage, and 
steadfastness, and forgiveness. 

Like everyone else, my life is 
rocky these days: more than one 
person I love is in a very vulnerable 
state, and the outcomes are uncertain. 
As a regular human being, you’d 
better believe that I am hoping that 
my beloved ones come through all of 
this with flying colours. You’d better 
believe I am praying for brilliant 
outcomes.

But more than my fervent hope 
for good outcomes, I want to make 
a “declaration about the very shape 
of reality.” What I am really praying 
for is the ability to remember, and 
live from, that reality: the deep-down 
belovedness and connection that 
can never be broken nor altered by 
outcomes. 

New Denver’s main street was busy and bright on Merchants’ Night, December 7. Manna 
welcomes people in to Raven’s Nest Clothing & Gifts.
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Holiday Closures:
Closed Dec 23-27 
Open Dec 28-30

Closed Jan 2

The Valley Voice 
is on holiday.

Our next edition comes 
out January 12

Deadline for submissions 
is January 6

The office will reopen 
January 2

December 24 8:00 am - 4:00 pm • December 25 & 26 Closed 
December 31 8:00 am - 6:00 pm • January 1 Closed

Every other day we will be open our regular hours 8:00 am - 7:00 pm

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of Nakusp are almost 
unanimous in wanting to make their 
village safer for bears and other wildlife.

A survey conducted by WildSafeBC 
found tha t  97 .4% of  Nakusp 
respondents supported the village 
becoming a Bear Smart Community, 
said WildSafeBC Coordinator Cora 
Skaien. Skaien brought up the survey 
results as part of her presentation to 
Nakusp council November 28 on the 
program’s activities during the 2022 
bear season. WildSafeBC’s mission is 
to reduce human-wildlife interactions 
and conflict through education, 
collaboration and community solutions.

The survey was conducted in 
Nakusp, New Denver and Silverton 
between July and October of this year. 
About 177 people responded to the 
survey, with 41 of those being from 
Nakusp. It was developed with the help 
of a social scientist. 

The survey found the vast majority 
of Nakusp respondents – about 83% – 
liked having bears in and around their 
community. However, about half of 
those did express some concerns for 
safety from the wild creatures.

About half of Nakusp respondents 
reported having seen a bear on or near 
their property one to three times over 
the last three years. Most felt that was 
about the same incidence as in years 
past.

Most of those bears were just 
passing through, or were eating fruit 
from local trees. Three-quarters of 
respondents didn’t report the incident 
to conservation officers, either because 
they didn’t feel it necessary or were 
concerned the animals would be 
destroyed.
Don’t tread on my fruit tree

When it came to preventative 
measures, however, Nakusp residents 
seemed somewhat less willing to do 
anything dramatic on their property to 
reduce bear attractants. While about 
55% said they were willing to pick ripe 
fruit or clean up windfall immediately, 
less than 10% were willing to actually 
remove fruit trees that are not being 
used.

“Fruit trees continue to be major 
attractants in local communities, 
drawing wildlife into residential areas,” 
Skaien said in her report to council.

She said WildSafeBC would 
continue to work on education 
campaigns to inform property owners 
of methods for reducing attractants 
on their property, would support local 

gleaning programs to pick unused fruit, 
and increase door-to-door information 
programs in hot spot areas.

She said municipal governments 
could also help by implementing 
cost-sharing or loan-to-buy programs 
for electric fencing, or by launching 
programs to help residents replace their 
old fruit trees with other types of trees.

“This is not to negate the importance 
of food security. This is just for those 
who are absolutely unable to manage 
their trees and have no intention of 
doing so, and electric fencing may not 
be an option for them,” she said. 

WildSafeBC also plans to work 
closely with local governments in 2023 
to encourage ‘Bare Campsite’ programs 
in municipal campgrounds, beef up 
volunteerism for gleaning programs at 
harvest time, and hold regular meetings 
with chief administration officers to 
discuss bear conflicts and solutions. 
They also plan to meet with local First 
Nations government representatives.
Planning for 2023

Skaien rounded out her presentation 
on WildSafeBC activities in 2022 by 
outlining the programming that brought 
the organization in contact with more 
than 2,700 people during the summer 
months through workshops, youth 
programs, information booths and door-
to-door outreach. 

Next year, Skaien hopes to extend 
the wildlife survey to Areas H and K, 
and promote the idea of having bylaw 

officers to enforce wildlife attractant 
bylaws. 

“I understand that is a big thing to 
take on and there is some discussion 
about trying to share a bylaw officer 
amongst many communities, and 
whether it’s feasible or not. I don’t 
know at this time,” she said. “But it’s 
something that could help.”

Counci l  received Skaien’s 
presentation as information.

WildsafeBC finds strong support 
for conflict reduction programs in Nakusp

Nakusp Minor Hockey players walked behind the Nakusp Chamber float in the parade on Light Up Fest night, December 2.

Loen and Santa at New Denver Merchants’ Night, December 7.
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Roger Hogg
1948-2022

Roger Victor Hogg passed away 
peacefully on November 28, 2022 at 
the Nakusp Arrow Lakes Hospital.

He was born in Princeton in 1948 
and moved to the New Denver area in 
1967.  When arriving in New Denver, 
he began working at Kamcotia/
Dickenson mine in Sandon as a 
Heavy-duty mechanic.  On Dec 31, 
1970, he married his wife, Dolores 
Hogg (Mengler) and together they 

had two daughters.  
While residing in New Denver, and later Silverton, he volunteered 

with the Silverton Fire Department and local Kinsmen club.  in 1976 he 
began working for the Department of Highways, where he eventually 
retired.

He was an avid fisherman, hunter, mushroom & huckleberry picker, 
loved nature and his daily walks.  This inspired him and Dolores to move 
to Hills and begin hobby farming, raising chickens, turkeys and cows. 
He also spent time on his ham radio and volunteered with the Nakusp 
Search & Rescue.

After his debilitating accident in 2010, he continued to enjoy family 
gatherings around the campfire, visiting with everyone who popped by, 
dog-sitting for family and friends, maintaining his hobby farm, tinkering 
in the shop and going down to the head of the lake to observe nature and 
wildlife.  He also made it a priority to share his knowledge and skills 
with his grandchildren, ensuring they were brought up with strong morals 
and values.

Roger leaves behind his wife Dolores Hogg (Mengler), his children 
Laura Lee Hogg (Brendan Bowman), Anna Marie Hogg (Karrie 
Whitehead), beloved grandchildren, Garrett Bowman (Melissa), Kodi 
Bowman and Julia Whitehead, and many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his parents Katherine and William Hogg, and sister 
Gwen Bartlett.  He is survived by his brother Jim Hogg and sister Jacquie 
Grummett.

Thank you to everyone in Roger’s life who assisted him and his family, 
and particularly the caregivers, the Slocan Lake Health Centre, the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital and the community members who reached out to support.

Morning light, morning bright
I spent the night, with dreams that make you weep
Morning time, wash away the sadness, from these eyes of mine
For I recall the words an old man signed
‘For my children’

Neil Diamond- Morningside

submitted
The North Valley Mountain Film 

Festival will be returning for its 17th 
annual event on the first weekend of 
March 2023.

“After two years of holding 
our event online, we are pleased to 

Call for submissions  for 2023 North Valley Mountain Film Festival
announce that we are planning to 
return to a live event for this year’s 
edition of the festival,” said event 
organizer Myles Berney. “We were 
super happy to be able to continue 
and offer this great community event 
online for the last two years. From an 

organizational perspective, it was a 
fun and challenging experience but 
we are very much looking forward to 
seeing you all again at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall in early March.”

The festival is now accepting 
submissions of short films and digital 

slideshows to feature as part of the 
2023 festival. “We would love to see 
what you’ve been up to for the last 
year, so take a look at your pictures 
and videos and put a short slideshow 
or video together. We will consider all 
submissions for our lineup and will 
do our best to choose a broad range 
of photographs and short films,” said 
Berney.

Films and slideshows that 
have featured at past festivals have 
ranged from locally produced 
whitewater kayaking movies, 
landscape photography slideshows, 
t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  p r o d u c e d 
environmental documentaries and 
adventure films. The NVMFF is 
looking for films or slideshows that 
showcase passion for the outdoors or 
the environment, preferably with a 
Kootenay connection.

Submissions for the 2023 North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival will be 
accepted until the January 31 deadline.

For submission guidelines and 
event information, visit the festival 
website at northvalleyfilmfestival.
c o m  o r  d i r e c t  i n q u i r i e s  t o 
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com.

Details and updates for this year’s 
festival will be posted on our website 
as they become finalized.

“The North Valley Mountain 
Film Festival organizing committee 
would like to thank all the local 
artists and volunteers who make 
this event possible,” said Berney. 
“Further thanks to our sponsors – 
Valhalla Mountain Touring, Ambler 
Mountain Works, Ice Creek Lodge 
and the Columbia Basin Trust – for 
their continued support of this annual 
community event.”

by Jan McMurray
A Sandon artifact fetched $610 

in an eBay sale last month.
“If Johnny Harris were here 

today, I think he’d be pretty proud of 
this. He was an astute businessman, 
always looking for ways to make a 
buck,” said Frank Barnes, president 
of the Sandon Historical Society.

The artifact was a token that 

Sandon token sells for $610
Harris used to give out to promote 
the Reco Hotel and the then boom 
town of Sandon. The token could be 
exchanged for a cigar. Estimated to 
be dated back to somewhere between 
1898 and 1918, the token said ‘Hotel 
Reco, Sandon, BC on one side and 
‘Good For One Cigar’ on the other.

Listed for .99 on November 19, 
the final bid was $610 a week later. 
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submitted
In the fall of 2019, a group 

of  enthusiast ic  kni t ters  and 
crocheters formed the Edgewood 
Knitting Circle. The consensus 
from the beginning was that these 
passionate knitters and crocheters 
were determined to assist those less 
fortunate by donating their time 
creating attractive and practical 
knitted goods.

Last year, the Knitting Circle 
knitted and crocheted slippers for 
students and staff at Edgewood 
Elementary school. This year, the 
Circle chose to gift the ferry workers 
with warm hats to keep them toasty 

These hats were made for local ferry workers by the Edgewood Knitting Circle.

Edgewood Knitting Circle shows the spirit of giving
while braving the frigid outdoors. 
The Circle has donated 20 hats to 
these stout individuals; each in the 
worker’s favourite colour. Many 
thanks to Kelli Rose for coordinating 
this effort.

Next on the Circle’s donation 
list is to knit/crochet hats for the 
local Highways Department and 
the Edgewood Volunteer Fire 
Department.

The Circle has donated many 
children’s and elderly lap blankets in 
the past, but this year will be making 
full-size blankets and pocket shawls 
for the less fortunate, using eight-
inch knitted squares. If anyone would 

like to assist in this endeavour, please 
contact Judy for instructions at the 
email address below.

On every item the Circle donates, 
a printed JUST FOR YOU card 
is attached with a warm greeting. 
The card reads, “The Edgewood 
Knitting Circle created this specially 
handmade item just for you. In return 
we simply ask that you share a kind 
word with another this day.”

Whether you’re an experienced 
knitter or crocheter or just learning, 
you might be interested in the free 
Country Knitter e-newsletter. Judy, 
a founding member, has published 
nearly 100 editions of the Country 

Knitter for both local and global 
subscribers. For more information, 

contact countryknitter@outlook.
com.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Life doesn’t always have a 
Disney movie ending.

A little bear that was rescued in 
New Denver last month died soon 
after arriving at a wildlife sanctuary 
in Smithers.

“With sadness we have to 
share that the New Denver bear 
has passed away,” announced a 
Facebook post from the Northern 
Lights Wildlife Society last week. 
“We are honoured to have been 
able to make his last days pain-free, 
warm and giving him a feeling of 
being cared for.”

The tiny bear – it was yearling, 

Rescued bear dies at animal shelter
but weighed only about 40 pounds 
at capture – was trapped in New 
Denver on November 27 after 
hanging around town a few days. 
A local resident who watches out 
for problem bears in the community 
thought it might be an orphan, 
whose mother and sibling were 
killed on the highway north of New 
Denver during the summer. (See 
‘Safe winter in store for orphaned 
New Denver bear cub,’ Valley 
Voice, December 1, 2022). 

The bear was trapped by 
trained local volunteers, and then 
shipped to the wildlife society’s 
rescue operation in Smithers. The 
rehabilitation facility has been 

rescuing injured or orphaned young 
wildlife since 1989, releasing them 
back in the wild whenever possible.

There was no word on why the 
small bear died after arriving at the 
centre, and no response from the 
Northern Lights Wildlife Society to 
our requests for information.
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Wishing everyone Wishing everyone 
a joyful holiday a joyful holiday 

season!season!

• Excavating • Dump Truck 
• Premium Garden Soil
• Lawn installation
• Landscaping

Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347 • highlandcreekcontracting.com

Season’s Greetings
from your Holiday Party-Pooper

Prevention Specialists

Craig Sapriken & Staff
Bus: 250-354-3644

Office: 250-359-8282

email: allsepticvac@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AllSepticVac/

Christina Knight with her beautiful hand-knit creations at the Silverton Holiday Market at the Memorial Hall on November 26.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust Outdoor 

Active Recreation Grants have been 
announced for projects in Burton, 
Fauquier, Kaslo, Krestova, Passmore, 
Silverton and Slocan.
Burton

The Burton Community Association 
will be installing a playground structure 
next to the Burton Hall. The equipment 
was donated by the school district 
and CBT is providing $10,000 for the 
installation.
Fauquier

The Fauquier Community Club is 
building a children’s play structure for 
all ages and abilities with the $138,500 
grant. This will be located near the 
pavilion that it constructed with Trust 
support earlier in 2022.“The structure 
will enhance the physical, mental and 
social development of children, who will 
gain an outdoor activity within their own 
community,” said Chris Sikora, director. 
“It also complements the pavilion, as 
their proximity means that parents can 
enjoy social events and gatherings while 
easily monitoring their children.”
Kaslo

The Kaslo Racquet Club is receiving 
$127,700 to improve the multi-sport 
court surface and construct a washroom 
facility, equipment storage shed and 
shade gazebo.
Krestova

Krestova’s ice rink is going to be 
made larger, and outdoor lighting will 
be added, thanks to a $4,600 grant to 

Outdoor Active Recreation Grants 
announced for local projects

the Krestova Doukhobor Community 
Society.
Passmore

Outdoor exercise equipment will 
be placed on the grounds of Passmore 
Hall, to be used freely by the community. 
The exercise area will be fenced. The 
project is supported by the Slocan 
Valley Housing Society, which operates 
Passmore Lodge next door. CBT is 
providing $57,300 for this project.
Silverton

The Village of Silverton is enhancing 
the playground in Dewis Memorial Park 
with its $72,000 grant. This includes 
installing two sets of shade sails to 
provide shelter, two water fountains to 
keep users hydrated, a fun new slide 
and bike racks.

“The safety and welfare of our youth 
is very important to Silverton residents,” 
said Viv Thoss, chief administrative 
officer. “A healthy, vibrant and active 
community is a pillar of the community, 
and this project makes the park an even 
more welcome destination for both 
young people and adults.”
Slocan

The Village of Slocan is receiving 
$169,000 to rehabilitate the soccer field 
at Expo Park.

The Columbia Basin Trust supports 
the ideas and efforts of the people in the 
Columbia Basin. To learn more about 
the Trust’s programs and initiatives, and 
how it helps deliver social, economic 
and environmental benefits to the Basin, 
visit ourtrust.org or call 1-800-505-8998.

The Village of Silverton is enhancing the playground in Dewis Memorial Park with support from the Trust.



December 15, 2022   The Valley Voice  27NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

NAKUSP
AUTO
PARTS
301 Broadway
Nakusp, BC

265-3131

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
from Haley, Warren, Dave, and Sean

Christmas hours:
Closed December 20 - Jan 5  

Reopen Jan 6 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Village councillors cleaned 
up some old business at their 
sophomore meeting November 28 
and set up work for the future – all 
while getting an early warning 
about spending and next year’s 
taxes.
Travel plans warning

A discussion about travel to 
municipal conferences prompted 
an oblique warning to council 
about spending plans from Mayor 
Tom Zeleznik.

Council usually decides its 
conference travel this time of 
year, to be able to include those 
expenditures in the budget. 

Councillors heard that, if the 
usual policy was followed, travel to 
municipal, provincial and federal 
conferences next year could cost up 
to $31,100 – even with the RDCK 
footing the bill for one councillor. 
That would be a 3% tax increase 
on its own.

That prompted Zeleznik to 
issue a warning to his mostly 
freshman council.

“I think in January-February… 
we’re going to see quite a surprise 
coming at us,” said Mayor Zeleznik. 
“I’m just giving you a heads up we 
have been acting very cautious of 
the budget coming up… we may be 
seeing an increase… we have to be 
really conscious of the taxpayers 
about what we’re doing and what 
we’re attending.”

Staff did recommend making 
some cuts right off the top. 

“Due to budget constraints, 
staff’s recommendation would 
be for the mayor to not attend 
the [Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities] conference this 
year, and council to send two 
members (in addition to the 
Village’s RDCK rep) to [the Union 
of BC Municipalities],” staff stated 
in a report. “This would put the 
conference budget at $20,800.”

Councillors are to decide 
a m o n g s t  t h e m s e l v e s  w h o 
should and shouldn’t attend any 
conferences in 2023, and council 
was to vote on the matter at its 
December meeting.

After the council meeting, the 
Valley Voice asked the mayor for 
some specifics from his warning 
about spending. 

“There’s CUPE negotiations, 
inflation, interest rates, insurance 
– all sorts of items coming that 
our [Chief Financial Officer] is 
working hard to bring forward,” he 
said. “I don’t know all the details; 
I know all you have to do is go 
to the grocery store to see what’s 
happening.”

Staff added that right now, with 
the budget process only in its most 
preliminary stages, the projected 
increase this year is currently in 
“the double digits.” 

Much work will be done over 
the coming months to try to bring 
those numbers – whatever they are 
– down to a more palatable level. 
And one thing that will likely mean 
is less travel.

Airport master plan
The Village is going to begin 

planning improvements to the 
community’s local airstrip.

Council approved staff moving 
forward on an application to a 
new and improved BC Air Access 
Program, which helps small and 
remote communities develop their 
airport infrastructure.

“This program was revamped 
in October of 2022 and is currently 
accepting applications for a variety 
of projects that will improve and 
enhance airports,” staff reported. 
“... Furthermore, for the first 
time in the history of the BCAA 
program, airport master plans are 
an eligible project, and the program 
will fund 100%, up to $25,000, to 
have a master plan developed.”

Staff told council that amount 
should be enough to do the 
projected planning.

The Village needs to have 
a master plan for the airport, 
and build a fence around the 
property, to meet conditions of the 
Agricultural Land Commission 
for taking the property out of the 
agricultural land reserve. Not much 
development can take place before 
that happens. 

C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
staff moving forward with the 
application.
Hot Springs upgrades in 
works?

The Province has made a 
fund available that might help the 
Village plan improvements to the 
municipally owned hot springs.

The Destination Development 
Fund could potentially provide up 
to $1 million for improvements 
to tourist infrastructure that 
are “shovel-ready,” i.e. already 
planned and ready to begin.

“The Hot Springs is an economic 
driver for the community,” a staff 
report reminded councillors. “It is 
by far the greatest draw for tourism 
to our community when compared 
to any other facility. Staff have 
already prepared a capital asset 
renewal program to take place over 
the next couple of years. This is in 
essence a shovel-ready project and 
as a result has a higher likelihood 
of being successful in obtaining 
funding.”

Among the projects that could 
be done if they win funding: 
replacing the oil furnace with a 
system that uses waste heat from 
the hot springs water; replacing 
the pool deck with a heated system 
to eliminate the need to shovel 
around the pool; building a small 
events pavilion; upgrading lighting 
and signage; and other projects 
to reduce the hot springs’ carbon 
footprint.

The best thing about the 
program is the Village doesn’t have 
to provide any matching grants to 
get the work done. It all comes 
from a $30 million provincial 
funding pot.

Council gave the go-ahead to 
make the application. 
Variance allowed

A homeowner at 303-7th 
Avenue can go ahead and build a 
small landing for their home that 
encroaches into the normal setback 
for a building.

The  homeowners  began 
constructing their home when 
they discovered the sewer system 
was higher in their neighbourhood 
than expected. 

“This created a situation 
where an entry landing now needs 
to be installed in order for the 
homeowners to enter and exit the 
home,” staff said in a report. “This 
was completely unexpected and 
not anticipated when the building 
permit was approved.”

To fit the landing in, however, 
the builder needed permission to 
encroach on the property’s setback 
(the distance a building has to be 
from the property line) by about 
two feet.

After tweaking their plans to 
reduce the size of the landing, 
council gave its approval for the 
variance.
Policy review

Over time, any organization 
can find its policies and procedures 
grow old, out of date, or irrelevant 
as circumstances change. That’s 
the case for Nakusp, as CAO 
Wayne Robinson has discovered 
since taking over the top job at the 
Village hall earlier this year.

“Staff have been looking 
through Village policies and 
noticing that many policies are 
unnecessary, out of date, or 
conflicting,” says a report to 
council. “In rare instances, staff 
have identified where a new 
policy on a topic, not previously 
addressed, would be beneficial to 
the organization.”

As a result, staff asked that 
council make policy review a 
priority in the upcoming year and 
for this process to continue “as 
long as it takes to complete the 
process.”

“Staff are proposing to begin 
with the policies that can be revised 
or repealed quickly, while taking 
time to properly review critical 
policies like ‘snow removal’ to 
ensure it is made more effective in 
a timely manner,” the report says.

The report notes that out-of-
date, unnecessary or conflicting 
policies can create liabilities for 
the Village government that can 

cost plenty if they end up in court 
over the matter.

Where staff uncover a big 
enough policy problem, the public 
can be consulted for its opinion on 
the matter, the report notes.

Council gave staff the go-ahead 
to begin the review of over 90 
active policies covering everything 
from the hot springs facility to fire 
services, parks, personnel and risk 
management.
Appointments

Among the most important 
appointments: Columbia Basin 
Trust Community Initiatives 
and Affected Areas Program - 
Mayor Zeleznik, Councillor Dolly 
Edwards (alternate); NACFOR 
board - Councillor Mason Hough, 
Mayor Zeleznik (alternate); 
RDCK Joint Resource Recovery 
and West Resource Recovery 
Committees - Mayor Zeleznik, 
Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux 
(alternate); Nakusp Library 
board - Councillor Edwards, 
Councillor Tina Knoohuizen 
(alternate); Nakusp Seniors’ 
Association - Councillor Edwards, 
Mayor Zeleznik (alternate); 
Nakusp and Area Development 
Board - Councillor Knooihuizen, 
Councillor Hough (alternate).

Other appointments were 

made to seniors and youth groups, 
recreation and social agencies and 
inter-government councils with 
aboriginal organizations.

Nakusp council, November 28: Early warning about tax increases from mayor
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Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
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New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New & Happy New 

YearYear from all from all 
of us at of us at 
Galena Galena 
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Mill Rd • Nakusp • 250-265-4100

And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:8-12

A message from St. Anthony’s Catholic Church 
in New Denver

Mass will be held at 
a time to be announced, 

Sunday, December 25

Christ being born at
Christmas is a sign of

God’s selfless love for us

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Low wages in the transit service 
have resulted in staffing problems 
and route cancellations, especially in 
the Arrow Lakes region, says a new 
report by Regional District of Central 
Kootenay staff.

The RDCK board of directors heard 
at its December meeting that while 
ridership has been rebounding post-
pandemic, the problems with staffing 
that transit services had at the height 
of the outbreak are still causing service 
interruptions in 2022 – though perhaps 
not at the same scale.

“Service interruptions are now 
driven by structural issues such as 
labour shortages, which have been 
compounded by compensation and 
retention challenges,” says the report 
by RDCK Research Analyst Tom Dool, 
“as opposed to operational issues driven 
by pandemic-based requirements and 
personal illness.”

Hardest hit has been the RDCK’s 
Area K, where Nakusp saw 18% of 
its route trips cancelled; Nakusp-to-

Arrow Lakes transit woes are systemic, not easily solved: report
Silverton had an 11% cancellation 
rate; and Edgewood had 10% of its 
route trips cancelled this year. But the 
most severely affected was the Nakusp 
Health Connections route, where more 
than half – 58% – of route trips to 
regional hospitals were cancelled by 
staff shortages.

“Driver recruitment has been 
particularly difficult in Nakusp and 
Area K with a four-month period where 
there was no driver available locally,” 
noted Dool. “As percentage of service 
missed, smaller rural routes have been 
impacted more significantly than urban 
or regional connectors.”

In comparison, the south Slocan 
Valley route saw a 2% cancellation rate, 
and Castlegar-Nelson 3%.

 Dool says the economics of the job 
doesn’t encourage applicants, especially 
in the Arrow Lakes area.

“In some rural and remote areas, 
such as Nakusp and Area K, the 
operating hours required to provide 
local services do not constitute a full-
time job,” he noted. “As a result, 
transit employment in this part of the 
system is, by definition, part-time. That 
requirement limits the pool of candidates 
available to take positions.”

Also, when NextGen took over 
the Nakusp/Area K routes, the staff’s 
existing unionized agreement paid less 
than the company’s established union 

rates in other areas. 
“The agreement places Transit 

Drivers in a wage category that is 
insufficient and results in an inability to 
offer competitive wages,” Dool noted. 
Negotiations are underway to transfer 
those workers to the NextGen contract, 
which will achieve wage parity for those 
drivers.

But even that might not relieve the 
shortage, he noted.

“There are currently very few 
drivers seeking employment provincially 
and even fewer seeking employment 
locally,” the report states, quoting 
government employment stats that 
show local unemployment rates in the 
transportation sector are at 1.9% – a 10-
year low. While NextGen is currently 
training two new employees who should 
start next month, “Effectively anyone 

who is interested in working in the sector 
is already doing so,” Dool states. 

To encourage new workers, 
NextGen is removing as many barriers 
to entry into the field as possible, he 
reported.

“Training has been fast-tracked to 
ensure that employees can begin making 
a full wage as quickly as possible,” he 
said. “NextGen and BC Transit have 
brought trainers into the region to allow 
local candidates to remain local while 
training, as opposed to having to travel to 
the Lower Mainland or the Okanagan.” 

With the likelihood of cancelled 
routes continuing, Dool noted the 
Next Ride app is available for users 
to get early notice when a route is 
being cancelled and to make alternate 
arrangements.

Dool said the RDCK has brought up 

the cancellation issue with BC Transit, 
but because the recruitment and wage 
problems are larger than the individual 
bus company, finding solutions is 
“complex and time consuming.”

Staff had recommended the board 
consider sending a letter to BC Transit 
to again express their concerns about 
the high cancellation rates, but directors 
decided not to.

“Everyone knows there’s a problem, 
so a letter from us – really, maybe four 
months ago would have been better,” 
said Tom Newell, the Area F director 
who asked for the analysis of the 
cancelled routes. “…I’m not going to 
move a motion. Everyone knows there’s 
a challenge and everyone is working 
hard to address that challenge.”

The board received the report as 
information.

by Jan McMurray
The members of the Rosebery 

Parklands Development Society (RPDS) 
have decided to disband the society 
and spend its remaining funds on the 
maintenance of the Rosebery to Summit 
Lake Rail Trail.

The decision was made at the 
society’s annual general meeting on 
December 3.

“We decided it is time for the society 
to disband, as it has done what we set 
out to do,” said Susan Johnson, society 
secretary-treasurer.

The society was established in 1989 
to buy the railway land from the CPR 
and turn it into a park, and to promote 
the use of the old railbed between New 
Denver and Nakusp as a non-motorized 
recreational corridor.

“We have a park, and the CPR track 
up to Summit Lake is a non-motorized 
recreational corridor. The new Rosebery 
Bonanza Summit Lake Trail Alliance 
is now looking after that, so there is no 
other reason for us to continue,” said 
Johnson.

The society has about $1,500, 
and, in keeping with its purpose, will 
spend that on the Rosebery to Summit 
Lake trail in consultation with the trail 
alliance.

The process to disband the society is 
expected to take up to a year. “First we 
will spend the money, and then we will 
voluntarily revoke our charitable status, 
and then we will disband the society,” 
said Johnson. “That’s the order of things 
– that’s the process.”

Rosebery Parklands Development Society to disband
Ownership of the parklands was 

transferred to the RDCK in 2008 after 
society members voted overwhelmingly 
to do so at the RPDS’s 2007 AGM. The 
move was a way to secure the property’s 
future as a public park.

“We feel as if we’re leaving it in 
good hands,” said Johnson. “The RDCK 
is taking great care of the parklands and 
the trail alliance is doing a great job on 
that trail.”

The parklands is managed by the 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The monthly meetings of the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
board of directors are only the tip 
of the iceberg of organizations 
and commissions that make local 
government happen. 

Elected officials, as well as members 
of the general public, participate in 
regular meetings on a variety of subjects, 
from running local rec programs to 
helping oversee taxation rolls. 

The RDCK board made a series 
of appointments for boards and 
commissions at its December 7 board 
meeting. Here are the lists of private 
citizen and non-directors appointed to 
the boards that help govern life in the 
Valley Voice readership area:

Recreation Commission No. 4 - 
Nakusp and Area K: Chelsea Hanet, 
Tina Knooihuizen (Nakusp council), 
Mason Hough (alternate). The term ends 
on December 31, 2025.

Recreation Commission No. 6 - 
Area H, New Denver and Silverton: 
New Denver Councillor Colin Moss 
(alternate).

Recreation Commission No. 8 - 
Slocan Valley South Regional Park: 
Sharon Myers (Area H representative), 
Stacey Kabatoff (Area H) , Eden DuPont 
(Area H).

Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission: Peter Schwartz (Area H), 
Richard Allin (Area H), Greg McRae 
(Area H), Susan Johnson (Rosebery 
Parklands Development Society). Term 
to end December 31, 2024.

Area D Advisory Planning and 
Heritage Commission: Rochelle 
Longval, Sarah Sinclair, Karen 
Newmoon, Gerry Devine, Allan Hobden. 

RDCK appoints directors, 
citizens to commissions and boards

Term ends December 31, 2026. 
Kaslo and Area D Economic 

Development Commission: Chelsey 
Jones (Area D representative). Term ends 
December 31, 2024.

South Slocan Commission of 
Management: Peter Wood, Gary 
Niminiken, Ben Euerby. Kathy Loxam, 
Ian McGovern, Cyndy Lawrence, Stacey 
Troop. Term to end December 31, 2023.

Winlaw Regional and Nature 
Park Commission: Craig Lawrence 
(Area H), Lois Lawrence (Area H), Kaila 
Ellis (Area H), Annie Rachette (Area H). 
Term to end Dec.ember31, 2024.

Nelson Public Library Board: 
Ana Bersford (non-voting Area E), Anni 
Holtby (Area F - term expires in 2023), 
Randi Fjeldseth (Area H).

The board also appointed its 
own directors to external committees 
governing regional initiatives, as follows.

Central Kootenay Food Policy 
Council: Director Hanegraaf, Director 
McLaren-Caux, Director Vandenbergh 
(alternate).

Columbia Basin Regional 
Advisory Committee (CBRAC): 
Director Weatherhead, Director Jackman.

Columbia River Treaty Local 
Governments Committee: Director 
Watson, Director McLaren-Caux.

Kootenay Cannabis Council: 
Director Page, Director Tierney 
(alternate).

Municipal Insurance Association 
of BC: Director Davidoff.

Southeastern BC Regional 
Connectivity Committee: Director 
Jackman, Director Popoff.

We s t  K o o t e n a y  Tr a n s i t 
Committee: Director Popoff, Director 
Lockwood, Director Maria McFadden, 
Director Newell (alternate).

parks department of the RDCK, and 
the Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission oversees management of 
the parklands, as well as Galena Trail and 
Bigelow Bay Regional Park. Johnson 
said RPDS has a seat on the commission 
until there is no longer a society. 

“We still have that seat now and we 
are hoping that the seat will go to the trail 
alliance when we vacate it, but that’s an 
ongoing negotiation. We haven’t solved 
that yet,” she said.
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Holiday Hours: 
Closed Dec. 25, 26 & Jan.1

Warm wishes to you and yours 
this holiday season

I wish to you all a warm
hearth to share with loved 
ones, health and plenty of 
blue bird days to highlight

what we can rejoice in daily
From our house to yours,

Merry Christmas

Aimee WAtson
Director AreA D, 

rDcK

Our sincere gratitude to all our 
customers!

250-353-2257
Front Street, Kaslo 

Merry
Christmas

and
Happy new 

year

December 24: 11 am – 3 pm
January 1-9: Closed for 

inventory
Reopening January 10

Kaslo Home Hardware

See you in the New Year!
250-353-2432

Season’s Greetings Season’s Greetings 
to all!to all!

submitted
Kaslo’s Family Bike Park has a 

newly built shelter.
“We hope community groups 

and the general public will use the 
shelter while enjoying the outdoors,” 
says Sarah Pollick, JV Humphries 
teacher and one of the key people 
behind the project. 

Pollick and her colleague, Molly 
Leathwood, originally came up with 
the idea as two teachers who wanted 
to take their classes outside. “Putting 
a shelter on the River Trail in the 
Kaslo Family Bike Park made sense 

Newly built shelter at Kaslo Family Bike Park
because it provides close access 
to the Kaslo River and its unique 
ecosystem, as well as the amazing 
trail network we are so fortunate to 
have in Kaslo,” Pollick said.

The project has been an ongoing 
collaboration between KORTS 
(Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and 
Trails Society), the Village of Kaslo, 
and the two teachers. The shelter is 
owned by the Village of Kaslo. It was 
built by Ben Smith of Trees to Truss 
Timberframing, along with Forest 
and Angus Johnson, and beautifully 
designed by Noah Massara. The 

original design concept was done by 
shop teacher Steve Anderson. 

The shelter will be maintained 
by KORTS members and the 
community of users, Pollick says. 
“There is no fee to use the shelter, 
however we ask users to respect the 
structure and the surrounding areas. 
In order for young people to respect 
and protect the natural world, they 
first need to spend time in it.”

The project was made possible 
by several grants and financial 
supports including the Columbia 
Basin Trust Community Outdoor 

Revitalization grant, Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation 
grant, Community Fund of North 
Kootenay Lake grant, Kaslo’s 
Hospital Auxiliary, Kootenay Lake 
Teachers Association, Trees to Truss 
Timberframing, Joelle McCarthy, 
and many school fundraisers. 

“A special thanks goes out to 
Gerald Garnett and his legendary 
squash. The annual JVH Squash 
Sale has been a large support of 
this project,” Polick said. “We also 
thank the many families, parents, and 

community members who helped 
make this project possible.”

by Jan McMurray
Lardeau has received FireSmart 

Neighbourhood Recognition from 
FireSmart Canada.

Rob Girard, president of the 
Lardeau Fire Prevention Association, 
reports that the community has been 
working on this since 2018.

“In July 2018, we had a 
community assessment done by 
Andrew Doran, RDCK wildfire 
mitigation specialist, and his report 
gave us an indication of what 
improvements we could make. Since 
then, we’ve been having community 
FireSmart events, doing clean-up and 
FireSmarting around our water tank 
and pumphouse, and encouraging 
our neighbours to participate in 
arbour day,” Girard said.

Now that the community has 
achieved this recognition, they are 

Lardeau receives FireSmart Neighbourhood Recognition
eligible for a $500 grant every year 
to host a community FireSmart 
event. The grant will cover the costs 
of things like chainsaw fuel, hauling 
branches and debris to the transfer 
station, chipper rental and lunch for 
event participants. Girard says next 
year’s event will focus on assisting 
a community member to FireSmart 
their property, as well as some other 
small projects. 

FireSmart activities in Lardeau 
were “put on the backburner” during 
the pandemic, Girard said, but now 
they are back in full swing.

The Lardeau Fire Prevention 

Association is leading a project to 
install gable-end sprinklers on most 
of the properties in the community. 
Girard says that while they are 
visiting with their neighbours about 
the sprinkler protection project, they 
talk to them about FireSmarting and 
the programs available through the 
RDCK. RDCK residents can get 
a free FireSmart home assessment 
and a rebate of up to $500 if they 
do mitigation work identified in the 
assessment report. 

For more information, visit the 
RDCK website, email firesmart@
rdck.bc.ca or call 250-352-1539.

 There is a newly built shelter at Kaslo’s Family Bike Park.
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Warren, Gale, 
Lyle & James

COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
New legislation passed by the 

BC government is sending a huge 
shockwave through the healthcare 
professions. With passage of the 
third reading of Bill 36, the Health 
Professions and Occupations Act 
(HPOA), the Province can now 
begin amalgamating the autonomous 
colleges that govern healthcare 
practitioners to place them under 
centralized health ministry control. 
Board members will be appointed 
by the minister rather than elected 
as they are now. Hidden in the fine 
print will be a requirement that all 
healthcare professions are governed 
by vaccine mandates. Added to that 
will be fines of between $25,000 
and $200,000 for speaking out in 
public against government health 
mandates. Repeated offenses could 
even mean jail time for offenders. 

Tom Shypitka,  MLA for 
Kootenay East and a member of 
the Liberal opposition stated: “Since 
David Eby and the NDP cancelled a 
week of the legislative session, thus 

Bill 36 sends shockwave through BC healthcare services
forcing closure and leaving more 
than 400 clauses not scrutinized 
or debated at all, my BC Liberal 
colleagues and I voted against the 
bill.” 

Unfortunately, it was too little 
too late. A vigorous province-wide 
letter-writing campaign joined by 
both healthcare professionals and 
the public also failed to slow down 
the bill. MLA for Kootenay West 
Katrine Conroy did not respond to 
requests for a response. 

The origins of the reforms to 
the original Health Professions Act 
(HPA) stem from an obscure report 
commissioned by Health Minister 
Adrian Dix in 2018 in response to 
internal dissension at the College 
of Dental Surgeons (CDSBC). 
Harry Cayton, a British expert in 
professional regulation governance, 
was hired to produce a report but 
noted that the minister “also asked 
me to consider how the Health 
Professions Act is operating and 
possible changes to the Act.” 

Dix and Green Party leader 
Sonia Furstenau were part of an all-
party legislative committee tasked 
with the review, with a stated goal 
of reducing the number of medical 
governance colleges from 20 to 5. 
This was touted as an initiative to 
put a “relentless focus on patient 
safety.”

The Cayton Repor t  was 
delivered in 2019 and shared among 
the various healthcare professions 
for review. 

While Cayton made extensive 
recommendations for improvements 
“to make it fairer to both registrants 
and complainants, clearer and easier 
to operate for Colleges and more 
transparent to the public,” he warned 
“of the importance of considering 
the unintended consequences of 
regulatory changes as well as their 
benefits.” Far from endorsing a 
wholesale revamping of medical 
governance, he concluded that, 
“changes to the HPA alone will be 
insufficient to create the flexible, 
public focused, team-based and 
efficient regulatory system needed 
to support the delivery of safe 
healthcare in the future.” 

T h e  B C  D e n t a l  H e a l t h 
Association noted with some alarm: 
“While there was consultation on 
updating the Health Professions Act 
(which BCDHA participated in a 
number of times), the legislation that 
was put forward is vastly different 
than what was anticipated coming 
out of those consultations.” The 
BCDHA raised objections regarding 
“the rules around complaints, 
investigations and discipline; board 
appointments and composition; 
licensee duties; implications of 
support programs; a very limited 
appeal process; downstream costs 
to licensees, and more.” 

Even the idea that it’s possible to 
develop a single, all-encompassing 
code of ethics for a sector that 
includes such a diverse mix of 
practitoners – from surgeons and 
dentists to naturopaths and massage 
therapists – was questioned. In its 
2020 response to the Cayton Report, 

Doctors of BC stated that it “does 
not support the development of a 
single code of ethics for all health 
professions. We questioned the 
feasibility of developing a single 
code given the wide variety of health 
professions and the differing nature 
of their relationships with patients.” 
They were also unhappy with the 
idea that a government-appointed 
panel would handle all disciplinary 
cases rather than allowing, as in 
the past, college boards to handle 
low-level complaints, saying the 
new provision “has the potential 
to politicize board decisions.” 
They concluded that Bill 36 will 
“further erode the autonomy of the 
profession” and that “the oversight 
body will add an unwarranted layer 
of bureaucracy and expense.” 

I n s t e a d  o f  r e g i s t e r e d 
professionals on independent 
medical college boards electing 
their own board members, the power 
to make appointments to the board 
can now be vested in the Minister of 
Health. As Dr. Stephen Malthouse 
explained in a radio interview, 
“When you have people who don’t 
know anything about medicine 
making such decisions, you’re 
already on rocky shores. Adrian Dix 
is not qualified; he knows nothing 
about medicine. How he’s behaved 
the past two years shows he’s 
completely incompetent.” 

The  Jus t i ce  Cen t r e  fo r 
Constitutional Freedoms, whose 
lawyers have been involved in 
recent high-profile cases such as 
the Emergencies Act inquiry in 
Ottawa and the Brian Peckford 
constitutional challenge of federal 
travel mandates, also weighed in, 
stating that Bill 36 “encroaches on the 
common-law and statutory authority 
of self-governing professions… to 
govern themselves in the public 
interest… Such independence is 
crucial to the proper functioning of 
these professions, and to the optimal 
functioning of a democratic society. 
The enactment of Bill 36 would 
evidence a further erosion of the 
rights and freedoms our Charter 
is supposed to protect, particularly 
individual liberty.” 

It’s feared that the legislation 
could drive more healthcare workers 
to other provinces or even other 
countries, causing an already 
tottering BC healthcare system to 
collapse. Many are simply leaving 
healthcare professions for other 
careers or retiring early. In some 
communities, people can’t get to 
emergency departments because 
ambulances are desperately short-
staffed. According to Dr. Malthouse, 
there are now a million British 
Columbians who cannot access a 
family doctor; in Ontario that figure 
is predicted to rise to three million 
by 2025. 

“This is an incredibly draconian 
measure that will mean all sorts 
of healthcare practitioners will be 
leaving the province because that’s 
too big a sword to be living under,” 
observes Dr. Malthouse. “It basically 
makes doctors agents of the state. 
It’s a power grab, no doubt about it.” 
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From Kim, Logan, Mark, 
Norm, Paul, Anthony,  

Taylor & Ben

COMMUNITY

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and festive 

holiday season!
HUB International Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
• Closing December 23 at 4 pm

• Closed December 26-27
• Open Dec 28-30 9 am-5 pm
• Closed Monday January 2nd

• Open and back to 
regular hours 

January 3rd

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

RICKI IS IN NEED OF A KIND 
AND CARING FOREVER HOME!
Ricki would love to be adopted into 
a kind and patient FOREVER HOME 

where she will be loved and cared for on her 
weight loss journey.  Ricki is a lovely, bright 
and engaging 10-year-old tortoiseshell short 
hair female. For more information, contact 
PALS today at 250-265-3792.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Much of the December 8 meeting 
of the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay board of directors was 
spent electing members to various 
boards and committees (see ‘RDCK 
appoints directors, citizens to 
commissions and boards,’ on page 
28 of this issue). But there was plenty 
of work to be done besides that. Here 
are some of the issues tackled by the 
RDCK board from the Valley Voice 
readership area.
Messy properties 

Time may be running out for rural 
residents with piles of cars and junk 
in their yards – especially in Areas A 
and D around Kootenay Lake.

Director Aimee Watson first 
asked the board to pass a resolution 
to have her area included in the 
Unsightly Premises Bylaw, saying 
she’s been frustrated by the lack of 
tools the RDCK has to deal with 
this issue.

“I can’t wait any longer,” 
said Watson, who says she’s been 
working for years to develop Official 
Community Plans in her area as a 
first step to controlling the problem. 
However, she said that process will 
take years to complete.  “So this is 
the main thing I am doing to show 
residents I have heard them, I am 
listening. And I understand the 
capacity will be refined. We have it 
in our plans to improve the capacity 
of the bylaw.”

The Unsightly Premises bylaw 
already applies to more than half the 
RDCK – Areas B, C, F, G, I, J, K, and 
parts of Area E. But other directors 
are also starting to talk about being 
included, as complaints mount and 
they find they have few or no tools to 
deal with messy property complaints.

Area A Director Garry Jackman 
said he was fed up too, and had an 
amendment made to Watson’s motion 
to get his area also included in the 
expansion of the Unsightly Premises 
Bylaw area.

The changes will come with 
staffing and legal costs, but that 
wasn’t addressed during the debate.  
Staff noted that unsightly premises 
are often a symptom of larger issues, 
like problems with mental health. 

“Zoning does enable more 
controls, and we have examples 
of that we can point to…,” said 
Sangita Sudan, general manager 
of Development & Community 
Sustainability. “But it is in unzoned 
areas where the unsightly becomes 
bigger and bigger, because we have 
no controls…”

The board passed the motion to 
have staff draw up the changes to 
the bylaw for consideration in the 
new year. 

The debate also had other 
frustrated area directors leaning 
towards beginning the huge task 
of implementing more laws and 
regulations for private property 
across the rest of the RDCK.

“We have spent, over the last 14 
years I have been here, a lot of time 
dealing with unsightly premises, 
especially in non-zoned areas,” said 
Area H Director Walter Popoff. “… 

So I would like to see something 
happen within the regional district 
where we get our areas planned and 
zoned. All areas.”

It’s a daunting process, said 
Popoff, but if there’s no staff capacity, 
the regional government could 
always hire a consultant to develop 
the plans. 

Directors approved adding Areas 
A and D to the bylaw, while the wider 
debate over zoning and community 
plans for all areas was left to another 
day.
Buying Winlaw Hall? 

The RDCK is going to look at 
the feasibility of buying the Winlaw 
Community Hall.

The hall is the largest in the 
Slocan Valley, but the volunteers 
who run it have run out of steam, 
said Area H Director Walter Popoff.

“The volunteers are dropping 
off. They indicated they were 
contemplating selling the property… 
but they figured they’d offer it 
to the Regional District first as a 
community hall to administer,” he 
said.

So Popoff moved the board 
spend $10,000 to study the feasibility 
of taking over the property. He said 
the facility could be a money maker, 
with the property having adjacent 
land that could be used for various 
functions. He also said the facility 
is in reasonably good shape, and 
wouldn’t need major repairs. As well, 
he said the recreation commission 
now housed in the Slocan Park Hall 
could be moved to Winlaw, saving 
the RDCK rent money. 

Other area directors expressed 
concerns the move would add 
workload burden on staff, or set a 
precedent where other struggling 
community halls might seek a bail-out 
from the RDCK. 

“Do we need a policy on hall 
acquisition, the way we have one on 
water system acquisitions?” asked 
Area I Director Andy Davidoff.

Staff officials also cautioned 
it wasn’t just the purchase of the 
property, but the asset management 
plan, taxation calculations and other 
due diligence that would also have 
to be done that would add to staff 
workloads.

“Yes, it would be on the list, but 
we could get to it when we get to it,” 
said Stuart Horn.

Despite the concerns, the motion 
passed handily, and the work will get 
underway sometime in the next few 
months. It doesn’t mean the hall will 
be bought, but rather the full cost of 
a takeover will be explored. 
Environment fund

The bylaw to charge property 
owners in Area H a parcel tax of $15 
for environmental projects is now 
on the books. With adoption of the 
bylaw, Area H joins Areas D, E and 
A as contributors to the fund. The 
conservation fund raised nearly a 
half-million dollars between 2016 
and 2021, leveraging that to raise 
more than $2.1 million for projects 
to protect wildlife and habitat in the 
Kootenay Lake region. It will now 
be expanded to include the Slocan 
Valley.

Weeding out RDCK 
property

The regional government is going 
to launch an initiative to get rid of 
invasive plants on RDCK property. 
The board approved a plan to spend a 
little over $48,000 to have the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Species Society 
(CKISS) manage (i.e. identify, and 
remove or control) unwanted plant 
species that can harm the wider 
ecosystem.

Provincial rules on removing 
invasive species are driving the 
initiative, and staff worked with 
CKISS last year to develop a strategy 
and implementation scheme. A report 
said staff were looking forward to the 
next phase of the project.

“Across RDCK departments, 
invasive species management is 
inconsistent year to year,” said a staff 
report to the board. “Departmental 
s t a f f  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  c l e a r 
organizational policy and guidelines 
that would enable consistent funding 
and activity.”

The lion’s share of the funding 
will go to managing invasive species 
in the regional government’s park 
system, though other properties – fire 
halls, recreation sites, etc. – will also 
see efforts to remove invasive species.

“Invasive species can affect the 
economic and environmental potential 
of RDCK’s communities,” noted the 
board report. “Tourism, recreation, 
agriculture, energy infrastructure and 
property values are all vulnerable to 
the impacts of invasive species.”
Maybe later on Code of 
Conduct

The Code of Conduct each board 
director has to agree to when they are 
sworn in is going to get a rewrite – but 
not anytime soon.

The Province has come up with 
a standard Code of Conduct for all 
municipal leadership, and staff told 
directors that even though the RDCK 
has had its own Code for more than 
five years, this was something they 
should review.

“Given the considerable effort 
expended to develop the Model Code 
of Conduct… and backed up by new 
legislated requirements for review, 
the Province is sending clear signals 
that local governments should take 
this matter seriously,” said a report 
from staff.

The existing RDCK Code has 
several shortcomings, including that 
it “is lengthy and prescribes specific 
actions, whereas the Model Code 
of Conduct is more concise and 
emphasizes adherence to principles 
rather than specific actions,” staff 
said.

The current policy is also 
repetitive, doesn’t emphasize 
certain aspects of ethical behaviour 
the provincial Code cites, and the 
enforcement policies don’t match 
up with the new model code, among 
other failings.

But directors were concerned 
about staff workload, and chafed 
at the deadlines to either adopt the 
provincial Code or explain why they 
wouldn’t publicly by next May.

The board agreed to review the 
Code to ensure it complies with 

provincial policies, but are giving 
staff plenty of time to work up a 
new version. They won’t discuss any 
rewritten draft Code at the board level 
until February 2024. 
Kaslo inspections

The RDCK will supply fire 
inspection services to the Village of 
Kaslo. The board approved entering 
into a one-year agreement with the 
Village for providing municipal fire 
inspections beginning January 2023.

The agreement comes after the 
Village has fallen behind in its annual 
business fire safety inspections, which 
are a provincially mandated service.

“The Village of Kaslo has 
contracted out this service in the past 
to a private company. However, these 
inspections have not occurred since 
2020,” says a staff report, noting 80 
businesses are awaiting inspection. 
“Kaslo is seeking assistance to carry 
out the 2022 inspections, while fully 
understanding that due to the time 
requirements, these may not fully 
occur until sometime in 2023.”

The program is being done on a 
not-for-profit basis, and the Village 
will pay the regional government 
$5,000 for the service. Part of the 
cost is offset by the Village providing 
the local fire chief’s services towards 
the project.
Grants approved

Community Development grants 
were approved for: Lardeau Fire 
Prevention Association ($1,350 for 
FireSmart Community Recognition); 
Lardeau Valley Historical Society 
($5,000 for insurance, wages for a 
museum host, and to conduct general 
maintenance); Passmore Public Hall 
($5,000 for capital renovations); 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail ($5,000 for 
trail upgrades and resurfacing).

RDCK board, December 8: Area D joins Unsightly Premises Bylaw; RDCK to buy Winlaw Hall?
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CARD OF THANKS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

HEALTH

IN MEMORIAM

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Holiday Sale
Everything 10% off!  
Now Open Every Day: 
Mon–Sat, 11 am - 4 pm 
Sunday, Noon - 2 pm  

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

new Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ADVERTISING
Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KOOTENAY PARENTS CIRCLE 
OF SUPPORT  seeking volunteers 
to support families with new babies. 
Mothers, grandmothers, people with 
infant experience, please call Apple Tree 
Maternity at 250-354-3884 or email 
appletreematernity@gmail.com
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Society seeks lifetime members 
to support New Denver’s new Green 
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with 
contact info, or mail $20 with details to 
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 

connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan.

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN 
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting 
submissions of short films and digital 
slideshows for its 2023 event. Visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com for event 
information and submission guidelines or 
email inquiries to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com

WINLAW FIRE RESCUE would like to 
thank SIFCo for their generous donation to 
our fire department. Half of the money will 
be going to Auto Extrication Equipment and 
the other half will help us have a year-end 
dinner party to celebrate our hard working 
firefighters. Thanks again, SIFCo!

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 

Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SQUARE DANCING - on the second 
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the 
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up 
are welcome. Admission is by donation. 
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share 
at the break. Current COVID protocols 
will apply.
SLAC PRESENTS WinterFEST! 
December 21, 3-7 pm. Come to the Slocan 
Lake Arts Centre in Silverton to celebrate 
community, the Solstice and the merriment 
of the snowy season. There will be food and 
drink for sale, crafts, tree decorating and live 
music. Open Mic starts at 6 pm.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 

Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
needed part-time for local financial firm. 
The successful applicant will be positive, 
detail-oriented, an effective communicator, 
and willing to learn. Own computer 
required. Training provided. To apply, email 
kia@richlundy.com.
CAMP COOK NEEDED for 5-day 
spiritual retreat. August 31-September 4; 
sixty people; contact pippabowley2@gmail.
com for more info.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 

volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

IN LOVING MEMORY of 
Matthew George

August 20, 1969-December 7, 2003

…I will see you in the light of a thousand 
suns,
I will hear you in the sound of the waves,
I will know you when I come… 

(Chapman)
HOSPICE
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JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULL-
CYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES. 
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal 
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience 
with excellent references. QuickBooks 
desktop and online versions. Contact 
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

PETS

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

SERVICES

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
January 6,

2023

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

203 Broadway
265-3252

nakuspglass.ca

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006. 
Valhalla Path Realty.

NOTICES

NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE? 
12’x12’ basement storage units available 
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844 
for details.
COMPUTER or CELL PHONE 
PROBLEMS? Phone Francis: 778-206-
2616. Hills, New Denver, Silverton.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

SERVICES

submitted
With extreme events like wildfires 

and floods becoming more common, 
emergency preparedness is top of mind. 
The Columbia Basin Trust is helping 
communities strengthen their emergency 
operations centres and create emergency 
gathering spaces for residents through its 
Community Readiness Program. Almost 
$2 million was recently announced for nine 
projects, several of them in the Valley Voice 
coverage area.

CBT helps communities prepare to cope with emergencies
Nakusp

The auditorium in the Nakusp and 
District Sports Complex can accommodate 
up to 600 people during emergency events. 
To serve them even better, the Village of 
Nakusp is installing a heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning system in the building, 
plus purchasing a backup generator. CBT is 
granting $152,800 to the project.

“This project will enhance the 
resiliency of all communities in the Upper 
Arrow Lakes area, which are at risk from 
the impacts of climate change,” said Noel 
Ballard, FireSmart/Emergency Program 
Coordinator. “It will provide a greater 
sense of security to members of these 
communities since they’ll know that there 
will be a safe place of refuge for them if 
they require one.” 
Lardeau Valley

The Lardeau Valley Opportunity 
LINKS Society is receiving $72,000 to 
create emergency communication hubs at 
nine sites to help residents, visitors and 
first responders effectively communicate 

in an emergency in the absence of cellular 
service. The hubs will include wi-fi hotspots, 
public-access voice-over-internet-protocol 
emergency phones, and backup power 
capabilities. The CBT 
Vallican

The Vallican Whole Community 
Centre will serve as an area of refuge 
during emergencies. The CBT grant of 
$35,400 will go towards the purchase a 
backup generator and emergency supplies 
for the centre. 
Burton

The Burton Community Association 
will purchase and install a backup generator 
and heating and cooling system with air 
filtration at Burton Community Hall, thanks 
to a $90,000 grant.
Silverton

The Village of Silverton is receiving 
$164,000 to purchase and install a backup 
generator and upgrade the heating and 
cooling system at Silverton Memorial Hall, 
which is used as an emergency operations, 
evacuation and cooling centre.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim ReillySOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

“WETT” CERTIFIED 
INSPECTIONS & 

Consultations – 
KF Kootenay Furnace Ltd. 
Serving the West Kootenays for over 44 years. 

Charles (Doug) Burton 
250-355-0089

75-60 Correct: You know we’re looking 
for a buyer for the paper. Interested?
59-45 Correct: Pretty good, you should 
run for Village council next year
44-30 Correct: We get it, it’s hard to 
recognize sarcasm sometimes
29-15 Correct: You know there’s more 
than a letters section in this rag, right?
14-0 Correct: Try again, this time lay off 
the mushroom kombucha first.

1. b. Slocan. Prices there rose from 
an average of $195,000 to $296,000. 
That’ll pinch them in a few months when 
taxes come due.

2.  c .  Kell ie  Knoll  wanted 
organizations that required masks or 
proof of vaccination to attend an event to 
lose their property tax exemption, saying 
it was time to “stand up to Big Brother 
Province here.”

3. b. be vaccinated against COVID. 
4. b. Dog owners were upset that 

the Village wanted to convert their 
traditional off-leash dog walk area into 
a pump track. It was the major issue in 
the fall municipal election. 

5. d. The Local Conservation Fund 
was expanded to Area H when voters 
approved putting $15 per parcel annually 
towards environmental preservation 
projects.

6. c. deceased. The Slocan Lake 
Green Burial Society is working on an 
eco-friendly burial site adjacent to the 
cemetery in New Denver.

7. c. Grow Arrow Lakes. We like our 
suggestions better.

8. d. The Duncan Lake Dam 2 site 
recorded snow at 217% of normal. Snow 
just kept coming and wouldn’t stop.

9. a. is correct. At a subsequent 
meeting, council voted to send a letter 

Sharpen your pencils and clear your mind: time for the 2022 News Quiz, answers
to the Province calling for vaccine 
mandates to be lifted for healthcare 
workers.

10. a. Stepping Stones Daycare 
inclusion in the $10/day childcare 
program came at the “perfect time,” said 
the long-time operator, Nancy Bone.

11. b. Mayor Colin Ferguson said 
he couldn’t wrap his head around the 
23% drop in population indicated by 
the census.

12.  d.  The Environmental 
Development Permit will require an 
assessment for any project 30 metres 
from the shoreline.

13. b. The exploratory drilling is 
looking at the geothermal potential of 
the area for the ultimate clean source 
of energy.

14. b. Mayor Jessica Lunn asked 
the RDCK to extend the local fire 
department’s coverage area to include 
the water plant, located just outside the 
town’s borders. 

15. a. Snowshoes and sunlamps 
were just two of the many unusual items 
the library makes available in order to 
widen its service to the community.

16. c. Staff shortages caused the 
need for two registered nurses in the 
community before 24/7 emergency 
department hours could resume at the 
health centre. Unfortunately, the return to 
24/7 only lasted from May 10 to July 24. 
The ER in New Denver has been back to 
reduced hours since July 25, again due 
to staff shortages.

17. a. Conroy remained Minister 
of Forests, while the other portfolio – 
Lands, Water and Resource Stewardship 
(option c) – was given to MLA Josie 
Osborne.

18. c. About two dozen female 
caribou were placed in the enclosure, 
surrounded by tarp and electric fencing, 
to keep them safe while they gave birth 
to their calves.

19. b. It was looking like no one 
would step up to save the Chamber, 
but they managed to wrangle enough 
business owners to re-form the board 
in March.

20. a. Tina, whose antics wandering 
the streets delighted pandemic-weary 
Nakuspians, was hit by a car and found 
a few days later. A fund has been set up 
to erect a bronze statue in her honour. 

21. d. Wayman, who has been 
writing since the early ’70s, was 
honoured for his numerous collections of 
poems, short stories, a novel, and essays.

22 c. There was nothing to govern 
how, when or where mobile food carts 
operated in the village. They plan to 
change that. 

23. b. As an effort to reduce predators 
on kokanee populations, every trout head 
was counted as a ticket into a draw for 
big prizes.

24. c. The Province decided to 
defer the cutting of old-growth forest 
areas, where Box Lake gets much of its 
cedar from.

25. c. Consultants warned the 
Village that it only brought in a fraction 
of the amount it needed to spend every 
year on infrastructure maintenance.

26. d. Weed Be Delighted is an 
excellent name.

27. c. Salmo Mayor Diane 
Lockwood said the rural nature of 
the committee’s programs and policy 
development wasn’t a good fit for the 
municipality.

28. c. A letter sent to the Russian 
embassy called on the country’s 
strongman to immediately end his 
‘special military operation’ in Ukraine.

29. b. In a report, biologists said 
there could be over one million spawners 
in the lake – almost normal levels.

30. a. The La Nina water flow off the 
Pacific coast of South America affects 
weather patterns in BC, causing cooler 
and dryer conditions than normal.

31. a. Municipal leaders say 
connecting every home to fibre cable 
– the ‘last mile’ connection – would 
operate similar to utilities like sewer 
and water.

32. c. The Village CAO was surely 
glad to ditch the responsibility of milking 
impounded cows twice a day.

33. d. Tim and Faye Fox had built 
on the strip of public land cutting across 
their property, and tried to force the 
Province into a land swap through a court 
decision. They lost.

34. c. In a letter to council, two 
residents complained the regular 
sounding of the ship’s whistle – especially 
to signal high noon every day – violated 
the Village’s noise bylaw.

35. b. The Penny Lane Apartments 
project has been 25 years in the making 
by the Kaslo Housing Society.

36. c. NextGen Transit head Trevor 
Stach said the company lost a third of 
its staff in the region when provincial 
regulations requiring all drivers to be 
fully vaccinated came into effect.

37. d. The hospital auxiliary and 
Georges Méliès’ classic special-effects 
movie both premiered in 1902.

38. b. Stainless steel won out in the 
selection process. Though it’s pretty 

expensive, it’s cheaper than bronze, 
durable and low-maintenance.

39. d. The lawyer for the 17 people 
arrested filed a complaint to the RCMP 
they they had violated protected rights 
to association, assembly, expression, 
liberty, to participate in public affairs 
and freedom from arbitrary deprivation 
of liberty during the raid.

40. d. Smith’s plan included 
enlarging the marina to service 150 
boats, as well as providing fuel services. 
His pitch was short on specifics however, 
and council asked for more detail.

41. c. Outlasting the pandemic, the 
mine’s owner was hopeful demand for 
the product would rise as electric cars 
become more popular.

42. a. The old milk wagon stood for 
decades outside the historic Centennial 
Building in Nakusp. Where it will go 
now is still TBD.

43. b. The ‘Lend a Leash’ program 
was designed to encourage trail users to 
keep their pets under control.

44. c. The chinook were blocked by 
the construction of the Grand Coulee 
dam, which began in 1933, when Bennett 
was prime minister.

45. d. Only about seven kilometres 
of the lake’s roughly 90 kilometres of 
shoreline has been heavily impacted by 
development.

46. b. The 531-hectare stand of 
cedars includes trees up to 2,000 years 
old, and are the remnants of the forest 
that once spread across the entire Duncan 
River corridor.

47. b. Former mayor and municipal 
consultant Christina Benty said it took 
time, energy, dedication, and humility 

continued on page 39



December 15, 2022   The Valley Voice  35COMMUNITY

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year& Happy New Year

Richard Cannings, MP 
South Okanagan-West Kootenay

(TEL) 250-365-2792 | (FAX) 250-365-2793 | (Toll Free) 1-800-667-2393

Email: Richard.Cannings.C2@parl.gc.ca  
Web: RichardCannings.ndp.ca

by Jan McMurray
A Crescent Valley resident came 

home one day in November to find 
the slope behind his house logged 
right up to his property line.

“It’s heartbreaking,” says Patrick 
Baryla, who has lived on his Crescent 
Valley property for five years.

On Monday morning (November 
21), Patrick and his wife went to work 
and their daughter went to school. 
When they got home, they were 
shocked at what they saw.

“The land has been clearcut right 
up to my home,” said Patrick. “There 
are no more birds or wildlife. There 
used to be a big elk population and 
wild turkeys roosting in the trees 
behind me.”

Patrick added that the company 
logged into a seasonal creek on the 

Private logging impacts Crescent Valley family
private property, as well, and left 
three large, lone trees that he is afraid 
could come down onto his house, 
outbuildings and garden. 

The logging took place on a 
160-hectare piece of private property 
on a bench that extends from South 
Slocan to north of Crescent Valley. 
The Baryla family had been hearing 
the sounds of the logging operation 
for a couple of weeks, way up above 
them, but never dreamed that the 
logging would occur right up to 
their home.

Patrick says when he got home 
from work that day, he crawled over 
the logs and found the foreman, gave 
him his phone number, and asked 
his boss to contact him. He got a 
call from a Hummers Contracting 
representative in Cranbrook. “He 

said they didn’t do a survey of the 
property line and they don’t have 
to because it’s logging on private 
property. Instead of going by my 
property pins, he said they used an 
app! But there’s no cell service here. 
He said they usually leave a 30- to 40-
foot buffer along property lines, and 
because they didn’t do that for me, 
he offered me some free firewood!”

The Hummers representative 
came to the site the next morning 
and re-flagged, giving Patrick’s three 
neighbours on the same slope a buffer 
of at least 30 feet.

Patrick made a report to the 
RAPP line and the Ministry of 
Environment. They advised him to 
have his property surveyed, have a 
geotechnical assessment done of the 
slope behind his house, and to talk 
to a lawyer.

Patrick has since had his property 
lines surveyed and it turns out the 
company clearcut logged very close 
to the property line but did not 
trespass. He has talked to a local 
geotechnical firm, but they are unable 
to inspect the slope without the 
landowner’s approval. 

“It’s frustrating that private 
logging is still so unregulated,” 
Baryla said. “I had to do my due 
diligence – at my cost. I just wish they 
had come and talked to us. We might 
have gotten a buffer. Our big concern 
now is that the couple large trees that 
they left standing on the slope could 
fall on our home, outbuildings and 
garden.” 

Logging on fee simple privately 
owned land in BC is not subject to 
the regulations in the Forest & Range 
Practices Act, which regulates cutting 
on Crown land. 

In 2020, the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay submitted 
a resolution to the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM), asking the 
UBCM to work with the Ministry 
of Forests to resolve the issues 
surrounding logging on large parcels 
of private land and asking the 
Province to allow Regional Districts 
to implement tree cutting bylaws.

The reply from the Province 
indicated that this would not happen 
anytime soon. “The Province 
recognizes that the authority for 
regulation of forestry activities 
on private lands is longstanding 

and complex,” the response says. 
“…The scope of this request is 
quite significant; as with any 
requested legislative changes the 
ministry seeks to understand the 
full range of implications, including 
climate change considerations and 
consistency around forestry practices 
on private land within the province. It 
would also require consultations with 
First Nations, regional districts, and 
a number of stakeholders, including 
private landowners to take into 
consideration the various interests 
among all those affected by the 
changes.”

A Crescent Valley property before and after logging happened on the private property 
immediately behind the house.
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Closed December 23 – 
January 5

Re-opening January 6

250-353-7409

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New & Happy New 

YearYear

Happy Holidays from all of us at Happy Holidays from all of us at 
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty!Royal LePage Selkirk Realty!

Our office is closed from Dec. 21 – Jan 2.
Please call our agents directly for your real estate needs:

Gord Marshall – 250-265-1862
Joel LeBlanc – 250-837-6072
Kelly Roberts – 250-265-1047

Best wishes for 2023!Best wishes for 2023!

Season’s Greetings from the Season’s Greetings from the 
Valhalla Foundation for EcologyValhalla Foundation for Ecology
Enjoy the quiet joys of winter at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary... 

you may even see the swans! Park at the top of Bonanza Road in 
Hills, then walk down or use your X-C skis or snowshoes

To support our work:
To donate online: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/valhalla-foundation-for-ecology/
To donate by mail: Valhalla Foundation for Ecology P.O. Box 207 New Denver BC V0G 1S0

To donate via our website: www.valhallafoundationforecology.org

by Art Joyce
Robert Chursinoff, who grew up 

in the West Kootenay Doukhobor 
community, has released a new novel, 
The Descendants, published by 
Nightwood Editions. 

The story draws heavily on both the 
author’s family history and Doukhobor 
history. The Sons of Freedom period 
casts a long shadow over the lives of 
both older and younger characters, 
reflecting the deep division that for 
decades had split their society. The 
result is a compelling narrative of 
characters who have lost their way, 

Chursinoff releases modern Doukhobor novel
struggling with addiction and alienation 
from their Doukhobor roots. In some 
respects, there’s the dark compulsion 
of watching a train wreck unfold in the 
lives of these people, testament to the 
writer’s skill keeping us glued to the 
page. Threaded throughout the novel 
are brief passages of actual Doukhobor 
history. 

“Really Doukhobors aren’t that 
different these days than any other 
Canadian family that’s been here for 
generations,” says Chursinoff. “A 
lot of Doukhobor novels have been 
quite folksy and I wanted to show that 

young generations are going through 
what a lot of other young people are 
these days.” 

Ruby is a rock star caught up in the 
sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll lifestyle, far 
away from her parents and a son born 
out of wedlock. Her childhood buddy 
and former boyfriend Jonah has broken 
the most basic tenet of Doukhobor 
faith by becoming a US Marine sniper 
fighting in Iraq. Back in the Kootenays, 
there are also other school friends gone 
terribly wrong – a Hell’s Angel biker 
with few redeeming qualities bent 
on avenging an insult against Jonah 

once he returns from overseas, and the 
biker’s partially paralyzed brother who 
operates a grow-op in classic Slocan 
Valley fashion. The valley landscape 
is everywhere in this story. 

Then there’s the parental and 
grandparents’ generations of Ruby 
and Jonah’s families, sharply divided 
between descendants of Sons of 
Freedom and Community Doukhobors 
whose animosity lingers on toward 
each other. For Chursinoff, this is 
deeply personal. Just as in the novel, 
his grandmothers didn’t get along for 
this reason. His parents had joined 
the march on Agassiz to express 
solidarity with the Sons of Freedom 
men incarcerated there, causing further 
family division. 

“But then after the Agassiz 
march, my parents decided they didn’t 
support the violent aspect of the Sons 
of Freedom. But my mom’s mom 
never forgave my dad for having 
any involvement with the Sons of 
Freedom, so they never had much of a 
relationship.”

This tension is skillfully captured 
in a family dinner scene that could be 
emblematic of this entire aspect of 
Doukhobor history, though Chursinoff 
says that by the time the novel is 
set – 2004 – most of this animosity 
had subsided. The novel flashes 
back to Ruby’s high school years, 
revealing that already by the late 1990s, 
Doukhobor kids were as enmeshed 
in rebellion and drug culture as any 
other young Canadians of the era. 
Ruby discovers her musical talent in 
her teen years, laying the groundwork 
for her successful rock star career. 
Chursinoff is uniquely situated to write 
from this perspective, having worked 
in the music industry for 20 years as 
a drummer for popular bands such as 
Tegan and Sara, the Be Good Tanyas, 
Australian pop star Ben Lee, Kinnie 
Starr, the Belle Game, and others. 
However, he points out that Ruby’s 
drug-abusing rock ’n’ roll lifestyle is 
based more on rock history than on 
personal experience. 

The chapters on Jonah’s Iraq war 
experiences are harrowingly true to 

life, due to the author’s research and 
having met a Marine veteran, Peter 
O’Connor, while surfing in Costa Rica. 
O’Connor had only recently returned 
from Iraq, where he’d participated in 
the bloody siege of Fallujah. “He was 
this skinny kid that I was surprised had 
been a Marine. I don’t think the PTSD 
had set in at that point. He reviewed 
my chapters with Jonah to make them 
as authentic as possible. In my last 
conversation with him, he admitted he 
only recently felt normal again after 15 
years away from Iraq.” 

Another important source was 
Jesse Gould, an army ranger who runs 
a veterans group for those dealing with 
PTSD, using psilocybin mushrooms 
as a healing modality. The science 
of epigenetics has established that 
trauma can be passed down the family, 
resulting in symptoms in generations 
far removed from the original trauma. 
And indeed, the theme of PTSD 
runs throughout The Descendants, 
reverberating from the shattering 
government crackdowns on the Sons of 
Freedom and the incarceration of their 
children in New Denver.

But Chursinoff is not one of those 
writers willing to leave their readers 
wallowing in gloom. Although he 
enjoys the apocalyptic genre, he feels 
it’s important that his characters are 
offered a shot at redemption. When 
asked if he thought young Doukhobors 
still have any interest in their traditional 
culture, he says he is often contacted 
by those wanting to learn more. Food 
has been a central part of Doukhobor 
culture and he sees it as a powerful 
connector through traditional recipes, 
meal sharing and community festivals. 
In today’s ‘cancel culture,’ redemption 
is in short supply, but Chursinoff 
believes most people deserve second 
and even third chances. Without that, he 
says, successful groups like Alcoholics 
Anonymous couldn’t exist.  

“There’s got to be hope. I’ve read 
novels where there’s no hope – they 
just end, and I don’t like that. I wanted 
there to be a sense in the novel that 
the world’s not totally terrible. These 
characters, even though they’ve done 
some bad and hurtful things, there’s 
still room for them to become better 
people.” 
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Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 
from all of us at from all of us at 

the Frog Peak Caféthe Frog Peak Café
Frog Peak Holiday Hours

Closed December 24 & 25
Closed January 1

by Katrine Conroy, Minister 
Responsible for the Columbia 
River Treaty

On Dec. 7, I was sworn in as 
B.C.’s new Minister of Finance. 
I was also honoured to retain my 
role as minister responsible for the 
Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia 
Power Corporation and the Columbia 
River Treaty. As 2022 comes to 
a close, it’s worth reflecting on 
this year’s progress towards a 
modernized Columbia River Treaty. 
This year, Canada and the US held 
three rounds of negotiations and a 
series of technical meetings, leading 
to the most promising advancements 
since discussions about the treaty’s 
future began in 2018. The two 
countries have now exchanged 
multiple proposals, and teams on 
both sides of the border are working 
hard to find common ground. 

During the recent negotiations 
in Spokane, Washington, this past 
October, the two sides moved closer 
to alignment on aspects of ecosystem 
cooperation and increased flexibility 
for how Canada operates its treaty 
dams, and further advanced views 
on hydropower coordination, and 
flood-risk management. Negotiators 
also resumed discussions around 
increasing collaboration around 
Libby Dam operations.

A busy year for Columbia River Treaty negotiations
Flexibility is a key issue for 

the Canadian negotiating team, 
which includes Canada, B.C. and 
the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and Syilx 
Okanagan Nations. It would help 
us adjust treaty operations in BC 
to enhance ecosystems, support 
Indigenous cultural values, adapt 
to the impacts of climate change, 
and address objectives for social 
and economic interests. Canada’s 
Negot ia t ion Advisory Team 
is examining different ways of 
operating the dams to meet these 
goals while continuing to enable 
power generation and flood-risk 
management. Indigenous Nations are 
leading research to develop objectives 
for ecosystems and Indigenous 
cultural values, and the Columbia 
River Treaty Local Governments 
Committee is developing objectives 
for socio-economic interests. 

Transboundary collaboration 
on ecosystems also progressed in 
October, when Global Affairs Canada 
and the U.S. Department of State co-
hosted a workshop on Columbia 
River ecosystems and Indigenous 
and Tribal Cultural Values. Members 
of the U.S. and Canadian negotiating 
teams joined representatives from 
Indigenous Nations, Tribes and other 
organizations from both sides of the 
border to discuss how coordination 

on these issues can be improved. 
Participants described the workshop 
as historic, noting it was the first time 
these parties have engaged in such 
conversations.

Throughout such a busy year, the 
partnership between BC, Canada and 
the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and Syilx 
Okanagan Nations has only grown 
stronger. We continue working 
hand in hand towards a treaty that 
represents all those in the Columbia 
Basin. It’s worth noting that this 
level of participation by Indigenous 
Nat ions  in  an in ternat ional 
negotiation is unprecedented. It 
is a testament to the resilience 
of our Indigenous partners and a 
demonstration of the governments 
of Canada and BC’s commitments 
to meaningful reconciliation. All 
parties involved recognize this 
collaboration has made our path 
towards a modernized treaty more 
effective.

We have continued engaging 
with Basin citizens to make sure they 
are kept up to date and see their input 
reflected in the treaty modernization 
process. This included hosting two 
virtual information sessions last 
spring that allowed participants 
to hear from and ask questions 
of key members on the Canadian 
negotiation delegation and those 
leading studies to seek ecosystem 
improvements through the treaty. 
When Canada and the US are close 
to an agreement, we will go back to 
Basin communities to explain what 
is being proposed and provide the 
opportunity for comment before a 
modernized treaty is finalized. 

The momentum gained this past 
year gives me confidence that we 

will reach agreement on a treaty that 
reflects the needs of the Columbia 
Basin, now and into the future. There 
is no deadline for these negotiations, 

but all parties are working hard to 
create a treaty that benefits both 
countries. I look forward to what 
next year holds.

Not rain, nor sleet nor even a snowstorm can stop carpenters Jim Simpson and Jared Jenkins 
from finishing up the revitalization project at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre in New 

Denver. They are currently replacing the old boardwalk and completing the new archive 
building. The revitalization is funded through the provincial Community Economic Recovery 

Infrastructure Program (CERIP), Unique Heritage Infrastructure stream.
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Christmas hours: 
Dec. 24 – 8 am - 8 pm 
Dec.25 – Valley Foods closed & Hilltop Convenience open 12-3
Dec. 26 – 8 am - 10 pm 
Dec.31 – 8 am - 9 pm 
Jan.1 – 9 am - 9 pm  
Wishing all our customers a safe and happy holiday season 
and all the best in the New Year from the Smiths and Staff. 

Hilltop 
Convenience & 
Valley Foods

Happy 
Holidays from 

the staff at 
Eric’s Meat 

Market

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A strange rumbling sound last 
Friday set tongues to wagging and 
keyboards tapping across the Slocan 
Valley.

“Did anyone else just feel the earth 

Snowplough? Earthquake? Mystery rumbling prompts FB chatter
shake?” asked one resident posting in 
the local Facebook community group 
last Friday morning, December 9.

The question prompted more 
than five dozen responses from 
Slocan Park to Appledale -- about 
a 20-kilometre stretch of the valley.

“In Vallican, from inside the 
shop, heard a rumble - thought maybe 
a snow slide. Didn’t feel shaking,” 
responded one resident.

“Glad others heard it,” replied 
another. “I was out shoveling at 
the time and heard a strange noise 
that lasted around 10 seconds and 
couldn’t peg where it was coming 
from (sounded close yet distant at the 
same time). Didn’t feel the ground 

move though.”
“I thought it was my washing 

machine breaking,” added another.
The mystery sound – “a huge, 

deep rumble” that lasted anywhere 
from 5-20 seconds, according to 
reports – happened just before 9 am. 
Loud enough to notice, whatever it 
was wasn’t quite strong enough to set 
dishes to rattling or hanging pictures 
to shift. But it was enough to spook 

residents a little. 
Other participants in the thread 

reported hearing similar rumblings 
the evening before.

The sound could have been 
caused by a backcountry avalanche, 
earthquake, or perhaps a sonic boom. 
There was no indication of any 
seismic activity on earthquake-
monitoring websites, so the source 
is likely to remain a mystery. 

The North Slocan Trails Society organized a chili cookoff at Knox Hall for New Denver Merchants’ 
Night, December 7. There were seven different pots of chili to try – made by cooks Wendy, Chris, 

Vince (pictured here), Rory and Abi. Rory took the pot with the people’s choice vote.

Gerry Buchanan won the draw for the New Denver Merchants’ Night basket, full of goodies from local businesses.

Devyn won the New Denver Merchants’ Night colouring contest in the ages 7 to 9 category.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW 
YEAR FROM HALCYON ASSISTED YEAR FROM HALCYON ASSISTED 

LIVING SOCIETY (HALS)LIVING SOCIETY (HALS)

Halcyon Assisted Living Society would like to wish you all Halcyon Assisted Living Society would like to wish you all 
a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL NEW YEAR a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 
filled with hope, joy, and happiness. The Society recognizes filled with hope, joy, and happiness. The Society recognizes 
how difficult this year has been for so many of you, but how difficult this year has been for so many of you, but 
your persistence and will power has prevailed. your persistence and will power has prevailed. 

It is with your kindness and blessings that we are able to It is with your kindness and blessings that we are able to 
graciously celebrate the true meaning and spirit of Christ-graciously celebrate the true meaning and spirit of Christ-
mas. Thank you for all that you do.mas. Thank you for all that you do.

Wishing each and every one of you a Wonderful Holiday Wishing each and every one of you a Wonderful Holiday 
Season filled with Love and Hugs!Season filled with Love and Hugs!

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF AT HALSTHE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF AT HALS

Woodbury Resort and Woodbury Resort and 
JB’s Restaurant JB’s Restaurant  

Thank you everyone for an Thank you everyone for an 
amazing season – Locals amazing season – Locals 

supporting local businesses supporting local businesses 
made 2022 another great year!made 2022 another great year!  

JB’s last week will be JB’s last week will be 
Dec.15-18 then reopen Dec.15-18 then reopen 

February 9February 9thth, 2023, 2023

  
Woodbury Office, Motel and Marina will be closed Dec 24th-Jan 2nd. Marine gas and propane Woodbury Office, Motel and Marina will be closed Dec 24th-Jan 2nd. Marine gas and propane 

sales available on call.sales available on call.

Have a very Merry Christmas with your loved ones this holiday season. Have a very Merry Christmas with your loved ones this holiday season. 

From Terry, Dina and our incredible staff, Happy New Year!From Terry, Dina and our incredible staff, Happy New Year!  
250-353-7717 / woodburyresort@netidea.com250-353-7717 / woodburyresort@netidea.com

to question your ability to take on the 
immense job.

48. c. The six calves will greatly boost 
the chances of the Southern Mountain 
Caribou herd surviving – if they survive 
the next few years to become parents 
themselves.

49. a, b, c and d (trick question). The 
Village has launched efforts to try to get 
residents to cut their use – and to find out 
if there’s any leaks in the system. 

50. c. Along with funds from the 
RDCK, Columbia Basin Trust and private 
donors, they purchased 134 acres for a new 
regional park for the area.

51. d. A period of turnover ended for 
the province’s second smallest municipality 
with the hiring of CAO Viv Thoss.

52. a. The Doctors and Nurses group’s 
report, ‘CODE RED for BC’ said climate 
crisis was the biggest threat to global 
health, but also the greatest opportunity 
for improving global health. 

53. b. Mayor Jessica Lunn said 
inclusion of a proper acknowledgement 
of aboriginal people in the OCP was one 
of the things she was most proud of in the 
document. 

54. b. The Gipper was securing the 
world for neo-liberalism when the Winlaw 
ambulance department first began service.

55. c. New forest fires continued to 
pop up well into October, long after the 
season is usually wrapping up. 

56. b. There’s an app for everything 
nowadays, but not for that yet.

57. a. The directors of Areas D and 
H were unopposed in seeking office; the 
director of Area K didn’t run again, but his 
hand-appointed successor was acclaimed. 

58. b. Cooper Creek Cedar said 
the web administrators had encouraged 
protests and counselled actions that would 
breach injunctions set down by a judge.

59. a. Vern Gustafson (who wasn’t re-
elected in October) also said in his profile 
the public “over time for some reason 
have become very hostile to town staff, 
and have created an increased workload 
for frivolous things.”

60. c. The lawyer pushing for the 
class-action lawsuit said the wheels of 
justice turn slowly, but it’s been nearly a 
decade since the spill and they are still 
stuck in preliminary motions.

Answers continued from page 34
61. c. Consultations with parents, 

unions and administration will continue 
until March, when the district will decide if 
it will go ahead with a four-day work week. 

62. b. Better at Home helps seniors to 
live independently and have more control 
over their lives.

63. d. Judy McMahon told council 
gas engines were noisy and polluting, and 
she was seeking support for a federal ban 
from them on the river.

64. d. The House of Joyful Tidings 
was one of many internment shacks built in 
New Denver to house Japanese-Canadians 
during WWII. It got its name in a second 
incarnation when it was used as a United 
Church.

65. c. Suzan Hewat made a pitch 
for the optometrist to start visiting her 
community. 

66. b. Most oil furnace techs have 
retired, and no one in the West Kootenay 
services them anymore. 

67. d. Bunka said she wasn’t afraid of 
the animals, but just took precautions to 
ensure she was safe when she went outside. 

68 b. Kootenay Central, which reflects 
the fact that the proposed new riding 
includes other towns besides Nelson and 
Creston, the panel said. 

69. d. The Commission said it wanted 
to see the Village’s Airport Master Plan 
before finalizing the transfer, and the land 
could only be used for airport purposes.

70. b. The painting by an unknown 
artist was discovered during a deep clean of 
the museum and has been lovingly restored 
to its original glory.

71. b. The egg casings come from a 
daphnia, a zooplankton that provides one 
of the base nutrients in the lake ecosystem.

72. b. Biarki Weeks helped build 
the Orcasat, a cubesat created by the 
students of UVic, designed to calibrate 
observatories to the brightness of stars. 

73. b. The Arrow Lakes sub-region 
of Interior Health had the lowest uptake 
of the COVID vaccine for children in the 
province.

74. a. The sartorial send-off was a 
tribute to Lora Lee Brekke’s favourite 
style choice.

75. b. The fire has forced the 
community forest to salvage harvest about 
three years of timber.

 

 

The Village Office will be closed from December 23, 2022 
until January 2, 2023. The Village Office will reopen on 

January 3, 2023 at 8:00 a.m.
Garbage collection is scheduled for Wednesday, December 

28, 2022, instead of Tuesday, December 27, 2022.
We are looking forward to continuing to serve you in the 

New Year.

Happy Holidays and warm wishes for the New Year 
from the Mayor, Council 

and Staff at the Village of Silverton!
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Holiday Hours
The Council and Staff of the Village of Kaslo would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Village Office will be closing at noon on Friday, December 23rd, and will reopen at 10 am on Tuesday, 
January 3rd, 2023.

Regular Council Meetings
Council Meetings are held at 6:00 pm in the Village of Kaslo’s Council Chambers on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. Regular Meetings of Council in 2023 are:

 January 10 and 24  July 11 and 25
 February 14 and 28  August 8 and 22
 March 14 and 28   September 12
 April 11 and 25  October 10 and 24
 May 9 and 23  November 14 and 28
 June 13 and 27   December 12

Garbage & Recycling Collection
Bag tags are required for curbside collection of all garbage bags. Tags are sold in sheets of 10. You can purchase 
them at City Hall, Kaslo Husky or contact us to arrange payment and receive them by mail.

2023 Budget
The Council of the Village of Kaslo invites public consultation in the preparation of the Village’s 2023 Five Year 
Financial Plan. Council welcomes public input from residents of the Village regarding items they would like to 
see addressed in the budget. Please submit your written suggestions by February 15, 2023.

Dog Licences
Dog owners in the Village of Kaslo are reminded that all dogs residing in the Village of Kaslo are required to 
have a current dog licence. Dog licences are available from the Village Office.

Business Licences
Business owners are reminded that a current Business Licence is required for all commercial undertakings of 
any kind within the Village of Kaslo, including home-based businesses, professional, personal, or other services 
for the purpose of gain or profit. Licences are available from the Village Office. 

Board of Variance
The Village of Kaslo is seeking community members to serve on the Board of Variance. This independent body 
considers variances to the provisions of the Land Use (Zoning) Bylaw in circumstances of hardship. Expressions 
of interest should be submitted to the Village Office by December 31, 2022. 

Committee Appointments
Are you interested in serving on a committee or board? Council has several citizen appointments to fill on topics 
such as parks, buildings, waste monitoring, economic development, health and more. Please check our website 
kaslo.ca for current opportunities and send an expression of interest to our office by December 31, 2022.

For more information, please contact the Village Office: 

413 Fourth Street, PO Box 576, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
250-353-2311 • admin@kaslo.ca • www.kaslo.ca

VILLAGE OF 
KASLO

submitted
This New Year’s Eve, the 

official launch of a new non-
profit society, the Slocan City 
International Music and Art 
Fair Association, takes place in 
the Slocan Legion Hall.

Lindsay Mitchell, guitarist 
and founder member of 
‘Prism,’ will be taking to the 
stage with ‘Johnny Tornado’s 
Stormriders,’ including Bill 
Wilson on drums, Darrell 
Coombes on bass and John 
E. Pettigrew on guitar. Local 
band ‘Two for Trippin’ will also 
feature, along with other special 
guests, to make it a New Year’s 
Eve night to remember. 

New Year’s Eve event at the Slocan Legion 
launches new music and art fair organization

These musicians  are 
coming together to launch 
the Slocan City International 
Music and Art Fair Association, 
and invite you to get involved. 
Formed in the wake of a highly 
successful weekend of music 
and art that took place last 
June for the opening of the 
Slocan City Hotel, featuring 
Henri Brown, Kenny ‘Blues 
Boss’ Wayne, Russell Jackson 
and JC Smith among others, 
the society plans to develop 
an annual professionally run 
weekend event in the Village 
of Slocan. Taking place in June, 
the main event will kick off 
the summer season featuring 
local, regional, national and 
international performers and 
artists, as well as fringe events 
including masterclasses, 
workshops, live music and art. 

W i t h  t h e  m u s i c a l 
connect ions  of  John E. 
Pettigrew (Slocan) and VJ 
Michael Williams (Ontario, 
previously of MuchMusic) on 
the board of directors, the aim is 
to provide access to top quality 
live music to those living here 
in the Slocan Valley and to 
introduce artists and audiences 
from across the country and 
beyond to the wonders of our 
valley. The society envisions 
Slocan as a destination for 
creative excellence outside of 
the conventional urban cultural 
centres. Board Chair Alison 

Trim, a contemporary visual 
artist from Ireland with an 
MFA from UBC Okanagan, 
will be developing the art side 
of the event.   

The New Year ’s Eve 
launch is hoped to raise the 
profile of this new venture, 
and encourage people to get 
involved. Promoting tourism, 
providing cultural experiences 
and educational opportunities 
to local people and supporting 
local artists and performers are 
all part of the vision. There 
are many opportunities to get 
involved, including becoming 
an active member of the society, 
volunteering, donating, or 
becoming a sponsor. Local 
businesses are encouraged 
to get in touch to see how 
sponsorship can help promote 
their business and work for 
them. 

It all starts on New Year’s 
Eve with a night of great 
entertainment at the Slocan 
Legion Hall 7 pm-1 pm. Tickets 
are selling out fast and are 
available for $25 (Legion 
members and guests) at Slocan 
City Hotel and Mountain Valley 
Station, Slocan. 

The society’s website is 
currently in progress, and will 
continue to be updated with 
information about upcoming 
plans and events as they are 
confirmed, at slocan.live or on 
facebook.com/slocan.live

Considering 
Community 
Service? 

Consider 
Nakusp 
Rotary

Contact Sara 
Collinson for details: 
saracoll@telus.net


