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by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Exemplifying al ternat ive 
approaches to teaching in the Slocan 
Valley, local educator Rita Corcoran 
recently received the Columbia Basin 
Environmental Education Network 
(CBEEN) Award of Excellence at 
the Classrooms to Communities 
conference in Revelstoke on October 
21.

“I was really pleased and 
surprised,” Corcoran said. “There 
are a lot of great people doing this 
kind of work.”

Outdoor and environmental 
e d u c a t i o n  i s  b e c o m i n g  a n 
increasingly prominent part of 
Slocan Valley schooling, with 
several non-traditional options 
available. These range from the 
long-standing Whole School and 
their individualized approach to 
learning, to the expanding popularity 
of homeschooling in the area.

Corcoran joins 11 other educators 
from throughout the region who were 
honoured for their commitment to 
environmental education.

“We are grateful for their 
dedication to increasing the 
ecological literacy of students, 
professionals, and community 
members throughout the Columbia 
Basin,” said Mia King, program 
manager for CBEEN, in a press 
release.

Winlaw Elementary teacher 
Linda Out also received this award 
back in 2017.

Corcoran works for Navigate 
N i d e s ,  a n  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g 
platform that helps guide parents 
in homeschooling their kids. The 
outdoor and environmental education 
component is called Kootenay 
Heartwood Nature School.

Her program groups kids of 
varying ages together to foster 
mentorship and socialization within 
the learning environment. As 
most students she works with are 
homeschooled, her weekly outings 

Slocan Valley teacher receives CBEEN Award of Excellence
provide a time for interactions with 
other students in an outdoor learning 
environment.

The ‘blended delivery’ program 
combines natural science learning 
with physical education and takes 
place in a variety of locations from 
the Owl Walk in Slocan to the Lemon 
Creek area. Students also get the 
opportunity to visit the Autonomous 
Sinixt Vallican Occupation Camp.

As programs providing support 
to homeschoolers like Corcoran’s 
see burgeoning interest these past 
few years, others such as Winlaw’s 
Whole School are struggling to fill 
seats. 

Like Corcoran’s program, the 
Whole School combines all age 
groups into one class. They also 
maintain high levels of parental 
involvement, providing at least one 
day per week dedicated to outdoor 
education that they invite parents 
to join.

Corcoran has K-grade 5 students 
and due to increasing demand, she 
may now need to split them into 
two age groups. She currently has 
25 students in two classes and her 
colleague Mary Searchfield has 12. 
Other homeschooling enrichment 
programs are also seeing high 
numbers; the Pharatree Learning 
Centre in Winlaw has 30 kids in its 
homeschooling enrichment program. 
Meanwhile, the Whole School has 
seen its numbers drop from the 
normal 30-35 down to 19 students. 
The Whole School teaches students 
from K to grade 7.

Both Kootenay Heartwood 
Nature School and the Whole School 
take students on hikes, explore 
natural sciences and in the winter 
gear the kids up to go cross-country 
skiing.

For Corcoran, taking students 
outside is becoming more important 
than ever as we recover from the 

isolation of the pandemic and as 
people are turning away from 
engaging with nature.

“In general as a society, we 

have lost our connection with the 
natural world,” she said. “This 
type of program helps build that 
connection.”

Local educator Rita Corcoran recently received the Columbia Basin Environmental Education 
Network (CBEEN) Award of Excellence.

Slocan Legion Color Guard led by RCMP Constable Nick Alpaugh heading back to the Legion Hall after wreath-laying ceremonies at the Cenotaph monument. More 
Remembrance Day cverage inside on pages 12, 13 and 16.
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WHITEBARK PINE 
ROLE

Whitebark pine can live 1,000 years, protect 
watersheds and offer wildlife habitat. Deep, 
spreading roots create a broad net to stabi-
lize snow and soil. Seeds feed many birds 
and mammals and are dispersed by Clark’s 
nutcrackers. Afflicted by mountain pine bee-
tle, forest fires and invasive white pine blister 
rust fungus; the latter prevents reproduction 
by severing nutrient flow to cones.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It was a little tougher trying to 
sell your Kootenay home in October, 
according to a new report from a 
regional realtors’ association.

The Association of Interior 
Realtors says “sales held steady” in 
October in the overall region, while 
inventories increased.

But it depends how you define 
‘steady.’ All but one region in the 

Realtors see positive signs despite plummeting sales figures
association’s coverage area (which 
includes Kamloops, the Okanagan, 
and Boundary) saw the number of 
unit sales and dollar volume drop – 
anywhere between 25% and 52%.

In the Kootenay region, unit 
sales decreased 44.8% compared to 
October 2021 with 203 sales recorded 
in October 2022. The dollar value of 
sales was also down 45.8%, with $94.3 
million in residential sales.

The coming of winter normally 
puts the rural Kootenay real estate 
market into a deep freeze, says a Kaslo 

realtor.
“Listings do come off the market 

as it becomes harder for folks to keep 
snow plowed and things looking 
show-ready,” says Kul Nijjar of Fair 
Realty. “We also see a downturn in 
folks coming to look due to weather 
and road conditions.”

Statistics show sales slowed for 
every community in the Valley Voice 
readership area – Nakusp the most, 
with sales going down from 12 to two 
comparing October 2021 to October 
2022. New Denver and Silverton saw 
no sales at all last month.

“We have less on the market in the 
Kaslo/New Denver areas and we also 
have less demand right now – which 
again is typical (just the last two to 
three years have not been typical),” 
Nijjar points out. Homeowners often 
take the winter to spruce up their 
listing to try again in the spring, she 
adds.

The lack of inventory in the North 

Slocan Valley is also good for people 
toughing out the winter doldrums and 
leaving their homes on the market.

“Prices have dropped a little but 
I’m finding in the Upper Slocan Valley, 
that the simple lack of inventory is 
abating a bit of the decline,” says Bill 
Lander of Coldwell Banker Rosling 
Real Estate in Nelson.
Equilibrium after ‘frenzy’

There were 257 new listings 
recorded in the Kootenay Boundary 
region in October, 20.9% fewer than 
the same time last year. However, 
overall active listings in the Kootenay 
Boundary region increased 28.2% 
compared to October 2021 with 1,209 
listings registered. 

“It’s nice to see active listings 
starting to build back up again,” 
notes Association of Interior Realtors 
President Lyndi Cruickshank. 
“However, we are not quite out of 
what is considered a seller’s market, 
and into a balanced market.

Cruikshank said the Kootenay 
Boundary continues to be attractive 
and affordable for buyers. And while 
sales numbers are substantially lower 
than a year ago, she says inventory 
numbers are showing a healthy sign 
of recovery from the supply shock 
throughout the pandemic.

“Unlike the last two years or so 
where we saw buyers’ and sellers’ 
expectations drastically unaligned 
from each other, a shift from the frenzy 
earlier this year coupled with the 
winter seasonal slowdown is bringing 
some equilibrium to the market amidst 
rising interest rates,” added the AIR 
President. “Motivated buyers’ and 
sellers’ expectations are able to come 
closer together, resulting in a much 
more positive home buying and selling 
experience.”

The Association of Interior 
Realtors represents about 2,500 
realtors in the Kootenays, Boundary 
Country, Kamloops and the Okanagan.
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Are you looking 
for ways to 

optimize your 
personal 
finances?

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Since Living Lakes Canada 
identified 4.5 kilometres of Kootenay 
Lake’s natural shoreline lost to 
development over a nine-year period, 
the RDCK has been conducting a 
review of its lakeshore permitting 
guidelines. 

Final information sessions 
were held on November 8 and 9, 
examining the possibility of altering 
lakeshore permitting to prevent 
accelerating lakeshore disturbance 
and natural habitat degradation on 
Kootenay Lake.

RDCK planners are now set 
to recommend the creation of a 
draft plan to change Environmental 
Development Permit Areas (EDPAs) 
in all electoral areas along the lake – 
Areas A, D, E and F. 

The RDCK board of directors 
will first need to give the go-ahead 
for planners to start drafting new 
EDPAs. The process would then 
take about four to six more months 
before the new rules would be ready 
to go back to the board for a vote, 
according to RDCK Planner Corey 
Scott. This means it would likely be 
early summer 2023 by the time the 
board could vote on adopting the 
EDPAs.

Scott said the recommendation 
will be that these new EDPAs are 
uniform around the entire lake – 
that they all be 30 metres wide, 
extending inland from the lakeshore. 
In these zones, most types of 
development would require a permit 
and an environmental assessment. 
Currently, there are similar rules in 
place in Area D while Areas A and 
E have 15-metre EDPAs and Area F 

Tightening Kootenay Lake shoreline regulations examined at info sessions
has none at all.

Changes would address “gaps 
or pitfalls in the process” and create 
rules following best practices from 
other parts of the province, Scott 
said.

Guidance for planners comes 
from the Kootenay Lake Foreshore 
Integrated Management Planning 
(FIMP) document produced by 
Living Lakes, which is now being 
considered by RDCK staff as the 
“preferred approach” for the new 
rules. Feedback from the information 
sessions and consultation with the 
Ktunuxa Nation Council will also 
factor into any new rules.

Kerri Gardner of the Ktunaxa 
Nation Council was on hand at the 
info sessions to provide the public 
with examples of what KNC wants 
protected and why. She highlighted 
the need to protect kokanee salmon, 
whitebark pine trees and access to 
traditional use areas.

The overarching goal of EDPAs 
is to protect riparian zones, which are 
the transition areas between land and 
lake. RDCK staff would like to have a 
consistent approach around the entire 
lake and one that is more efficient 
and effective in rehabilitating and 
restoring natural habitat. 

“The FIMP project demonstrates 
that the current regulatory framework 
has been unsuccessful in protecting 
riparian areas,” wrote Scott in a July 
7 report to RDCK’s Rural Affairs 
Committee.

This does not mean prohibiting 
development in these areas. When an 
EDPA is in place, an assessment must 
be done by a qualified environmental 
professional before work can begin. 
A setback from the lakeshore could 

be required in areas identified as at-
risk of permanent loss for fish and 
wildlife habitat. The bill for having a 
professional come out and do one of 
these assessments could cost $2,000 
or more, depending on the site, Scott 
told those attending the online info 
session.

Exemptions to current EDPAs 
have long existed for agricultural and 
industrial operations and these could 
be altered or removed, according to 
Scott. Agricultural activity could 
retain its exemption if best practices 
are followed as outlined by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, while new 
industrial and institutional projects 
could lose their exemptions if current 
recommendations are adopted.

Justification for the proposed 
changes are detailed in Scott’s July 7 
report. He writes the 30-metre permit 
area “provides the greatest potential 
to preserve, enhance, and restore fish 
and wildlife habitat.”

“At the provincial level it’s 
30 metres, and it’s 30 metres for 
a reason,” Scott said, adding this 
is also the resounding feedback 
from biologists consulted during the 
process. 

During the info session, Scott 
outlined what could happen if no 
action is taken and the status quo 
remains for development permit areas 
on the lake.

“There’s a risk the Province could 
step in and say ‘you know what, 
you’re not doing a good enough job 
protecting the habitat along Kootenay 
Lake so we’re going to intervene,’” 
he said, adding this is what happened 
in the earlier 2000s in other parts of 
the province.

Several comments from the 

public during the session revolved 
around bylaw enforcement, with 
some complaining of neighbours 
ignoring permitting regulations 
altogether. 

“A big piece is the education 
piece. A lot of people aren’t aware, 
or don’t want to be aware because 
they own the property,” said local 
environmental consultant Sylvie 
Masse. “Owning waterfront property 
comes with a certain amount of 
responsibility.”

RDCK Planning Manager 
Nelson Wight said that even with 
the proposed changes, the goal of 
protecting the lakeshore needs buy-in 
from local residents.

“To do that is going to take a shift 
in thinking and in culture,” he said, 
“and participation of everybody.”

The public is encouraged to 
use feedback forms on the RDCK 
website to provide input before 
December 1 in order to have their 
say on whether or not to update the 
EDPAs. The public will again get a 
chance to comment if new EDPAs 
eventually go to the RDCK board of 
directors for a vote.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

To all residents 
who live in the 
Enterprise Creek 
to Hills area

Want to get back in shape? The 
New Denver Community Gym is 
there for you! Retired, and wanting 
to play pickleball at any time with 
your friends? Stuck at home with 
your little kids on a cold, dark, winter 
day and need a place to let them run 
around? Have a flexible schedule 
and want to play badminton or 
volleyball on a whim? Have a boring 
weekend or it’s the holidays and want 
to play some futsal or dodgeball? 
3v3 basketball anyone? How about 
joining a dance, Aikido, karate or 
aerobic class? The New Denver 
Community Gym has you covered! 
Oh, and there is some new exercise 
equipment, too.

To get a membership and express 
your interest, call the Village of 
New Denver at 250-358-2316. To 
support an open floor gymnasium to 
conduct all those activities and more, 
contact Joe Chirico, RDCK General 
Manager of Community Services at 
JChirico@rdck.bc.ca or contact your 
RDCK and/or Rec 6 representative. 
The RDCK Rec 6 Commission 
meeting is on November 25, 6-7:30 
pm. You can join via Webex from 
the comfort of your own home. The 
meeting link on the RDCK website 
is under Events.

Rayn Butt
New Denver

Semi-automatics 
for conservation 
officers?

Bullets are far too dangerous to 
be governed only by a slight twitch 
of a trigger finger. The requirement 
of jacking a new bullet into the 
chamber to shoot the second round 
is an important safety control.

The BC government has decided 

to arm conservation officers with 
semi-automatic assault rifles, 
claiming that they need them to 
protect themselves from being 
mauled by bears or other wildlife. 
Where is their evidence that this 
is a problem? When was the last 
incident of a conservation officer 
being mauled? Conservation officers 
are well trained to use the guns 
they currently carry and clearly 
do not need these new weapons. 
The old weapons do not wear out 
due to overuse, so why go spend a 
bunch of my tax money to replace 
them, especially when the federal 
government is trying to get these 
weapons off the street?

Semi-automatic guns are far 
more dangerous than the guns 
COs currently carry. The chances 
of a conservation officer being 
mauled by an animal have to be 
infinitesimally lower than the 
chances of a conservation officer 
accidentally shooting themselves in 
the foot or shooting a fellow officer 
or a member of the public. This is a 
stupid decision.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Windfall profits 
tax

The idea of taxing the fossil fuel 
sector’s record profits to deliver 
financial relief for working people 
is so popular that even Shell CEO 
Ben van Beurden recently voiced his 
support for an oil and gas ‘windfall 
profits tax,’ telling an industry 
gathering in early October that, 
“There is a discussion to be had about 
it but I think it’s inevitable.”

That puts federal Environment 
Minister Steven Guilbeault in an 
awkward position. He told reporters 
Canada doesn’t need a windfall 
profits tax because we already have a 
price on pollution. But the carbon tax 
doesn’t account for the unexpected, 
record-breaking profits Big Oil made 
in 2022 as a result of skyrocketing 

gas prices and the war in Ukraine. 
If Guilbeault plans to maintain his 
opposition to a windfall tax, even 
as veteran oil executives like van 
Beurden accept it and countries 
around the world implement their 
own versions, you have to wonder 
which side the environment minister 
is really on.

That’s why I got involved with 
350 Canada’s #TaxBigOil campaign. 
We’re putting pressure on Prime 
Minister Trudeau and Environment 
Minister Guilbeault to choose people 
and the planet over corporate profits. 
An oil and gas windfall profits tax 
could raise billions to help speed up 
Canada’s transition to clean energy 
and make sure no one gets left 
behind in the process. You can learn 
more about the campaign at 350.org/
TaxBigOil.

Denise Dufault
Sunshine Coast

Logging
You find a green spot on your 

multi-layered I-Map system. It 
is designated as part of the new 
operat ing plan.  You do not 
necessarily go out and see it. You 
create polygons, and tell the public 
this is not the definite layout. Some 
‘road engineer’ lays out new roads 
to be carved out of the landscape, 
but you tell the public you are 
downsizing in roads. Someone flags 
the block, marking a few trees for 
retention, leaving a few patches as 
wildlife areas. Next, in come the 
big boys with the big machines. 
Apocalypse for the forest and the 
animals. Work is now done. After 
the machinery is gone, and an eerie 
silence lies over the block, and the 
shareholders lick their chops, you 
deactivate the roads, meaning you till 
the land into huge rototilled lumps, 
leaving layers of sand and gravel at 
the surface, like at the nuclear testing 
sites in Nevada, where even the little 
mycorhizzae are defunct. Lastly the 
treeplanters come, some year down 
the road. Only a few months later 
a good half of the new planting is 
dead, but you go and hang your sign, 
‘New Forest Planted 2022,’ and you 
trumpet to the world “millions of 
trees planted.” 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Return to the 
Middle Ages

O n e  o f  y o u r  r e g u l a r 

correspondents recently mentioned 
receiving a letter from John F 
Kennedy Jr. Personally, I’d be 
cautious about putting much faith 
in such letters. JFK Jr was killed 
in a plane crash in 1999. There is a 
notorious relative of his who spreads 
anti-vaccine lies, but I wouldn’t trust 
him further than I could spit.

I’m also puzzled why the same 
correspondent seems so dismissive 
of vaccines that are not 100% 
effective at preventing all virus 
transmission and illness, when the 
clear facts are that they work quite 
well at reducing those two things and 
when they clearly work extremely 
well at preventing serious illness, 
hospitalization and death. Which 
does your correspondent believe is 
a worse outcome? A case of runny 
nose and some mild fatigue or being 
on a ventilator or eventually dying? 
As I say, puzzled.

Your correspondent repeats 
a contention he’s made before, 
that vaccination programs (to keep 
millions from dying of preventable 
diseases) are somehow crimes. 
Given that we’re in the 21st century, 
I’d say that the crime would be 
spreading disinformation about 
medical treatments that have 
advanced us significantly from the 
way Public Health and medicine 
was practiced in the Middle Ages. 
Is that what he believes we should 
return to? Incantations, potions and 
bloodletting, perhaps? The mind 
boggles.

Dave McCormick
Kaslo

COP out 27
Yet more money wasted in 

Egypt on another Conference of 
Parties. For 26 years, world leaders 
have gathered to make themselves, 
their country and their industries 
appear green and ready to combat 
climate change and keep the world 
temperature from rising 1.5°C.

Well, humanity has failed to 
keep that temperature threshold of 
1.5°C and not many want to admit 
it. Admitting it would open the 
door to real change and ‘saving’ the 
earth. The last eight years have been 
the hottest on record for our home. 
Carbon dioxide and methane still 
pump out and warm our once snowy 
globe, so pretty blue and warming 
dangerously into an arid wasteland.

The mighty Mississippi River 
is slowing down to a trickle. Barges 
can’t get through without precious 

rain.
California is in the worst drought 

in 1,200 years and electric cars will 
not save the day.

Canada teeters from drought to 
atmospheric rivers that flood, making 
farming and just plain living arduous. 
The coast of BC just went a record 
100 days with little rain, an area that 
usually gets a metre of rain per year.

Our glorious leader, Justin 
Trudeau, loves these meetings so he 
can waste a lake worth of jet fuel, 
talk up some major bullshit, comb his 
wavy hair and return to his country 
where a litre of gas is $2. Chrystia 
Freeland would applaud $8 a litre 
because it is the price of pollution, 
and the cost may save the earth! 
Canada emits about 1.5% of the 
global emissions. The real demons of 
greenhouse gases are China (26%), 
USA (13%), India (7%) and the 
European Union (7%).

The temperature is going to keep 
rising; storms will be unpredictable 
and violent; sea levels will continue 
to rise; and mass human migration 
will happen when there is no water 
to feed crops.

World leaders have to admit 
that 1.5°C is a pipe dream and stop 
wasting everyone’s time with this 
annoying greenwashing lie that they 
are fighting climate catastrophe.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Our carbon 
footprint

In our passion and confusion over 
carbon emissions and the warming 
of the planet, we are conveniently 
circumventing the real problem. Our 
carbon footprint is a subset within 
the greater footprint of our hyper-
consumption and hyper-production. 
The planet’s ability to sustain and 
nurture us is being torn to shreds by 
the effects of extractive industries, 
industrial farming, toxic chemicals 
and ever more earth-deadening 
structures – a huge portion of which 
originates in the ever expanding 
worldwide use of personal vehicles.

What is it that we most adore? 
Isn’t it the embrace of family, food in 
our stomachs, a roof over our heads 
and a community within which we 
feel safe? Do we want to see these 
core needs and desires sacrificed 
for more and more stuff? Stuff that 
soon finds its way to our landfills, 
incinerators and as flotsam in the 
oceans. Stuff that occupies an ever 
increasing storage footprint. It would 
seem reasonable that at the very least 
we’re going to need a planet within 
which to ‘enjoy’ this stuff.

You don’t owe me an answer for 
how to turn this around, nor I you. 
You don’t owe me a job because 
mine is destructive to our continued 
existence. I am the one responsible for 
finding an employer who is engaged 
in creating a sustainable world. Each 
of us is directly responsible to the 
greater whole. Responsible to study 

continued on page 5
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the predicament, offer suggestions 
and redirect our trajectories. Surely 
there have been enough studies; the 
first Earth Day was in 1970. For over 
half a century, many people have 
dedicated their lives to providing the 
direction now needed.

Those of us who understand 
this crisis for what it is need not be 
subverted by a faux confusion in 
others. We will want to do our best to 
steer around the malaise threatened 
by those who pretend ignorance 
or even worse deny the advancing 
tsunami. We will want to do our best 
to join the strong ones and proceed 
along in the light of the torch they 
carry so bravely and selflessly.

Christopher Klassen
Kaslo

continued from page 4

PIMMS at work 
again

The Pharma Industry’s Money 
Making Scheme is at it again. 

First step, have a vaccine ready 
before a potential outbreak. 

Second step, instill fear in the 
public, because fear sells.

Third step, have an emergency 
be declared.

Fourth step, apply for the EUA 
(Emergency Use Authorization) for 
your vaccine, and the money will 
keep flowing into your pockets. 

Here are some details of the 
scheme.

P f i z e r  a n d  G S K 
(GlaxoSmithKline) are close to 
securing FDA approval for the first-
ever RSV (Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus) vaccines, including Pfizer’s 
RSV vaccine for pregnant women. 
To date, no vaccine for RSV has ever 
been successfully developed since 
RSV was first identified in 1956. 
RSV frequently affects children, and 
symptoms are similar to those of the 
common cold. 

Moreover, Pfizer and Moderna 
had the terrible idea to collaborate 
and develop a combined mRNA 
Omicron-flu vaccine. The advantage: 
if you go to a COVID/flu clinic, 
you get only one jab instead of the 
COVID jab in one arm and the flu 
jab in the other arm.

COVID alone isn’t dangerous 
enough anymore, so the media is now 
talking about a ‘tripledemic.’ They 
are warning of a looming tripledemic 
of COVID-19, influenza, and RSV. 
By the way, we have been dealing 
with these illnesses for decades or 
even centuries, but the media hype 
will tell you it’s different now. Maybe 
because so many people have their 
immune system compromised by the 
spike protein?

Southern California’s Orange 
County Health Department declared 
a local health emergency over 
concerns about the rising number 
of RSV cases in children. This 
emergency declaration also triggers 
a request to California’s Governor 
Newsom to declare a state-wide 
state of emergency, and then also to 

have Newsom ask President Biden to 
declare a national state of emergency.

The above will lead to emergency 
use authorization for RSV vaccines 
and to the EUA for the COVID/
flu combination mRNA vaccine of 
Pfizer and GSK.

PIMMS is in full swing again.
Empty your bank account and 

plan the next trip to the Caribbean.
Wulf Mense

Winlaw

Pay your taxes
Official Opposition Leader 

Pierre Polievre loves to skewer 
Prime Minister Trudeau for causing 
inflation and hence increasing 
interest rates due to his profligate 
spending policies. I am old enough 
to remember when, as a university 
student in Nelson, I could earn 
minimum wage and pay the rent, 
heat the house and put enough food 
on the table to live. When my partner 
and I bought our second house 35 
years ago, we were able to put a third 
down, money retained from the sale 
of our first house.

In the intervening years, my 
partner and I have lived through the 
Liberal’s ‘wage and price controls’; 
the Conservative’s introduction 
of the GST, which shattered the 
manufacturing sector in this country; 
free trade; and a general Conservative 
reduction in corporate and individual 
income tax rates, to a point that the 
Chretien Liberals had to cut transfers 
to provinces for health and social 
programs in order to lower the 
national debt as a portion of GDP.

As Thomas Piketty explains 
in his latest book, Brief History of 
Equality (about wealth redistribution 
from 1780 to 2020), the wealthiest 
1% in North America now control 
nearly as many financial assets as 
they did before the introduction of 
income and capital gains taxes at the 
end of the 19th century. Meanwhile, 
the poorest 50% have seen their 
income and wealth shrink in real 
terms since the 1980s. In this context, 
the Bank of Canada raising interest 
rates only serves to accelerate that 
trend, as thousands of Canadians are 
forced to choose between paying a 

mortgage or rent, heating their homes 
and eating sufficient food to sustain 
themselves.

What is needed is a simple 
overseas transfer tax to end 
corporations and individuals 
shipping untaxed income, earned 
in Canada, out of the country. We 
also need to set a minimum percent 
income tax to ensure that everyone 
earning above the ‘low income 
cutoff’ pays for government services 
they use, regardless of all the tax 
shelters they can access.

My Conservative MP, Winston 
Churchill, said as I was growing up 
that Britain needed to build a “social 
safety net” below which no one fell. 
Consequently, as instituted by the 
Elizabethan Poor Laws, those who 
have sufficient income need to fund 
the government services that pay for 
maintenance of that social safety net. 
Each of us should remember: there 
but for the “grace of God” go I.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

BC’s paramedic 
union ‘Sounding 
The Alarm’ in 
new campaign
s u b m i t t e d  b y  A m b u l a n c e 
Paramedics of BC – CUPE 873

More than 11,262 people have 
signed a petition demanding the BC 
government fix the province’s ailing 
ambulance service.

The petition is part of a new media 
and public awareness campaign 
by BC’s ambulance paramedics 
and emergency dispatchers who 
are ‘Sounding The Alarm’ as they 
negotiate for a new collective 
agreement.

It’s encouraging to see so 
many people around the province 
signing this petition. Like us at 
the Ambulance Paramedics and 
Dispatchers of BC, people are very 
worried about how long it will take 
to get urgent medical help, or if an 
ambulance is even available in their 
community.

On October 19, another person 
in BC experienced the unfortunate 

reality of ambulance wait times. The 
70-year-old Crescent Beach woman 
slipped and fell, breaking her leg. 
In excruciating pain, she waited 
more than four hours for ambulance 
paramedics to arrive.

When contract talks began in 
October, the union representing 
paramedics warned if a critical staff 
shortage and burnout among staff 
aren’t immediately addressed, the 
service may not survive. The union 
is pushing for an agreement that 
addresses issues with recruiting and 
attracting trained paramedics. 

We are Sounding The Alarm 
in the midst of an unprecedented 
staffing crisis. Ambulances are sitting 
empty across the province, and we 
are seeing the effects of understaffing 
and poor wages now more than ever. 
We are bringing real solutions to the 
bargaining table and what we believe 
can fix the ambulance service and set 
us on a path forward where we can 
finally recruit and retain staff.

Negotiations are expected to 
continue through the fall.

Paramedics and dispatchers 
are underpaid for the critical work 
they provide. Did you know that 
paramedics are paid, on average 
at least 30% less than all other 
first responders and many health 
care professionals? This makes 
recruitment very hard, and we 
are seeing paramedics leave 
our profession in droves. Most 
paramedics working in rural and 
remote areas are paid only $2 an 
hour to carry a pager in an outdated, 
On Call model, which is not a living 
wage. These wage disparities make 
it so we cannot compete with police, 
fire or nurses when it comes to 
recruiting staff.

We have dire mental health and 
wellness impacts. Over 30% of our 
staff are either off work getting 
treatment for PTSD or are still 
working while trying to get help. Our 
daily workloads are the highest in 
Canada and coupled with the staffing 
crisis – we are at a breaking point. 
Our members need investments in 
Mental Health and Wellness funding 
for injuries suffered as a result of 

the job. We need to support our 
paramedics and dispatchers as they 
work in these unprecedented times 
and help them get healthy so they 
can transition back to work.

To sign the petition, go to 
soundingthealarm.ca .  Share 
your support on instagram using 
#Sound ingTheAla rm.  More 
information: www.apbc.ca.

Troy Clifford, president
Ambulance Paramedics and 

Dispatchers of BC

New Denver water 
and housing projects

November 14, at 6:52 am, 
Chris Walker did a follow-up story 
on New Denver Mayor Casley’s 
November 9 interview on the CBC 
radio show, ‘Daybreak,’ where he 
claimed provincial bureaucrats 
were holding up New Denver’s 
water project and the New Denver 
and Area Housing Society’s project. 
Mayor Casley said the Village of 
New Denver can’t get permission 
to alter a nearby dike to facilitate 
the water project.

In the follow-up story, Chris 
Walker said CBC contacted the 
BC Ministry of Forests, which 
is responsible for issuing the 
relevant permits. They declined 
an interview but they sent in a 
statement, which Walker read in 
part: “The Kootenay-Boundary 
deputy inspector of dikes met with 
New Denver representatives in the 
spring regarding the water wells. 
The Province provided guidance 
on what type of work would or 
would not require authorizations to 
ensure New Denver had sufficient 
information to form their plans for 
water wells. To date, no applications 
for a dike maintenance act approval 
have been submitted to the Province 
for the water well infrastructure.”

You can listen to the follow-
up story online on cbc.ca. Do an 
internet search for ‘CBC Daybreak 
South Episodes’ and find the 
November 14 show. The follow-up 
story starts at 42:15 minutes.

Kathy Hartman
New Denver

The Osprey Residence affordable housing project in New Denver is proceeding on schedule, to be ready for occupancy in summer 2023. The Village’s water project is also proceeding as planned, 
reports CAO Lisa Scott, and is not expected to delay occupancy of the Osprey.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

New Denver community gym configuration to be discussed at upcoming meeting
by Jan McMurray

The controversy around the 
configuration of New Denver’s 
community gym and fitness centre 
will be addressed at the next 
Recreation Commission 6 meeting 
on November 25 at 6 pm. The 
location of the meeting will be 
posted on the RDCK website closer 
to the date.

When the facility re-opened in 
the spring after being shut down by 
the pandemic for two years, many 
users were surprised to find fitness 
equipment in the gym, where dance, 
aerobics, Aikido, karate, soccer, 
basketball and racquet sports had 
taken place before the pandemic. 
Pre-pandemic, the fitness equipment 
was all in the front room, and the 
gym was free for group sports and 
activities. Now, half the court is 
taken up with fitness equipment, 
making many of the gym activities 
impossible to do.

In response to negative feedback 
received about the new configuration, 
the RDCK sent out a survey in 
June to about 109 users of the 
facility. Survey results show a clear 
preference for keeping the gym 
as a full court gym, free of fitness 
equipment. However, Recreation 

Commission 6, which manages the 
gym, has not had a meeting since 
April, so has not yet discussed the 
survey results.

John Fyke, member of the Rec 
Commission 6 Gym Committee, 
explained that while the gym was 
shut down, the gym committee 
formed and took the opportunity to 
replace aging fitness equipment with 
new equipment, using funds from 
the RDCK commission’s annual 
budget. When pandemic restrictions 
began easing, the committee started 
focusing on reopening the facility. 
In accordance with provincial health 
rules requiring the fitness equipment 
to be spaced apart in a well-ventilated 
area, the committee put some of the 
equipment in the gym. 

“The reason for the present 
configuration was to mitigate COVID 
infections,” Fyke said. “COVID 
is still among us, as evidenced by 
the high rate of infections in New 
Denver alone. New virile COVID 
variants are apparently on their way 
as well in the upcoming winter flu 
season, which would indicate to me 
that gym members in the near future 
would be best served by the present 
equipment configuration.”

Fyke said  that  to  t ry  to 

accommodate gym users, the RDCK 
entered into an agreement with 
School District 10 and Lucerne 
School to offer the gym at no 
charge on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 pm 
for badminton, indoor soccer and 
bouldering wall, and pickleball. As 
part of the deal, Lucerne students 
can use the community gym at no 
charge, reports School District 10 
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky.

Long-time gym member Rayn 
Butt says the beauty of the community 
gym is that it is always open. “It’s 
great to have those activities at the 
school gym, but some people aren’t 
free in the evenings,” he said. “The 
flexibility offered by the community 
gym is key. Before the pandemic, 
we’d take our kids to the gym on 
the weekends or holidays when 
the school was closed.” Butt added 
that some of the classes that used to 
take place in the gym have not been 
able to start up again for lack of an 
appropriate space.

Fran Wallis’ dance class is one of 
the activities that has been displaced 
by the new gym configuration. “It 
doesn’t work for a class to be going 
on with music and people running 
on treadmills in the same space,” 

she said. 
Wallis says she feels unheard 

by Rec Commission 6. “Isn’t this a 
democracy? Do not the results of their 
own survey conducted recently mean 
anything? Clearly locals are unhappy 
with the current configuration, as the 
survey revealed. During the dreary 
winter months, accessible, daytime, 
indoor space for recreation is at a 
premium. What we have now is an 
exclusive private members’ club.”

Recently, the fitness equipment 
in the gym was moved to the walls. 
Butt says some volunteers and gym 
members moved the equipment “in 
an action of protest” and were able 
to play group sports in the gym for 
two weeks before the equipment was 
moved back.

Fyke said the gym committee 
feels that given the opportunity 
for gym members and the wider 
community to participate in the 
evening sessions at the Lucerne gym, 
“it’s inappropriate to move cardio 
equipment, which has resulted in 
damage to several pieces.”

A notice from Recreation 
Commission 6 has been posted at 
the gym and emailed to members, 
saying that moving the equipment is 
not allowed any under circumstances.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Slocan held its 
first post-election council meeting 
on November 7, welcoming new 
Councillors Joanna Van Bynen 
and Jordan Knott. The two new 
councillors and returning Mayor 
Jessica Lunn and Councillor 
Madeleine Perriere were all sworn 
in during the session. Councillor Ezra 
Buller had been sworn in earlier, as he 
had to attend this meeting remotely.

Back in June, Village staff 
realized that by law, the first council 
meeting after the election must be 
held before November 10, forcing 
them to move the meeting from its 
original scheduled date of November 
14. This change meant Buller had to 
attend remotely as he had a previous 
trip planned.
Buller wins ‘draw by lot’ 
after tie vote

Ezra Buller won re-election 
after a tie between him and Nicol 
Berinstein forced a ‘draw by lot’ on 
October 24. 

A review of the vote-counting 
took place in front of Provincial Court 
Judge Craig Sicotte at the Castlegar 
courthouse. After confirmation of the 
tie, Village of Slocan Chief Election 
Officer Michelle Gordon drew the 
winner’s name.
Committee appointments

As the new counci l  gets 
underway, numerous duties need to 
be divided up. Some are as simple 
as providing a contact for outside 
organizations while others require 
attending meetings and travelling. 

Appointment to the RDCK and 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District boards went to 
Mayor Lunn, who will return to 
this role with Councillor Buller as 
the alternate. Lunn is particularly 
interested in continuing work with the 
RDCK on joint bylaw enforcement 
discussions.

Slocan council 2022-2026: Councillor Jordan Knott, Mayor Jessica Lunn, Councillor Joanne Van Bynen, Councillor Madeleine Perriere. Absent: Councillor Ezra Buller.
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Slocan council, November 7: Inaugural meeting, campground contract and water/garbage rates
“I really want to push that 

forward,” she said. “It’s something 
that’s just now getting to the table.”

Councillor Perriere will continue 
in her role liaising with the Slocan 
Valley Housing Society while new 
Councillor Jordan Knott will sit 
on the Slocan Affordable Housing 
Commission with Lunn as the 
alternate. This commission is where 
local issues around the Village’s new 
affordable housing project can be 
raised, though most likely anything 
major will be brought before the 
whole council.

Councillor Buller will join the 
Village of New Denver Health 
Committee to work towards 
recruitment and retention of 
healthcare workers. Lunn said this is 
of particular importance as Slocan’s 
only nurse practitioner recently 
retired, leaving a “big void.”
Springer Creek 
Campground

Council passed a motion to 
enter into negotiations with the 
current operators of Springer Creek 
Campground to keep running it 
through next season. The contract 
will not be open to new bids but 
details like pay still need to be ironed 
out before finalization.

The 2022 season was a definite 
financial success, with campground 
revenue increasing by 28.4% to 
$97,326.

“It’s actually super exciting to 
see the increase in revenue since 
the expansion (in 2017),” Lunn 
said. “We’ve more than tripled our 
revenue.” 

This prompted Knott to advocate 
for further expansion, though for 
now council settled on smaller items 
like pricing out new bike racks and 
exploring options for better Wi-Fi 

service. They also decided to hold 
future discussions about a request 
from operators for a pay raise. After 
those negotiations are concluded, a 
new contract can be signed.
Garbage and water rate 
increases

The Village is raising fees for 
garbage pick-up and water service. 
The fee hikes are recommended 
by Chief Administration Officer 
Michelle Gordon and the amounts 
take into account inflation and the 
historic patterns for rate increases.

Garbage rates were not raised at 
all for 2022 and will now be increased 
by 6%, bringing the flat fee up to 
$143, while garbage tags will go up 
15% to $3.50 per tag. This takes into 
consideration a planned 10% increase 
in RDCK tipping fees, the amount the 
district charges to dump waste based 
on weight.

Rates for water will go up by 3%, 
which is close to average, though 

some years it can be as high as 5%. 
This brings the cost of residential 
water up to $533 for 2023.
Council pay increase held 
off

While raising rates for public 
services, the new council members 
decided to hold off on giving 
themselves a pay increase. This is 
despite the recommendation from 
the CAO to bring their compensation 
closer to the average for a town the 
size of Slocan. Her recommendation 
included raising the amount paid out 
for travel and meal expenses.

Perriere said she feels it is better 
when an outgoing council raises pay 
so it doesn’t look like they are just 
trying to get money for themselves. 
Knott also expressed a desire to get to 
know the budget and financial health 
of the Village before paying himself 
and other councillors more. 

The compensation for mayor and 
councillors in Slocan is about 75% 

of the average for a town of its size, 
with the mayor getting paid $5,500 
and councillors $3,500 annually. 
It is, however, on par with nearby 
communities such as Silverton and 
New Denver. The council decided 
they may revisit this at a later date.
Access to naloxone

Knott said he was concerned 
about access to naloxone in the 
village. The drug is used as a 
lifesaving intervention in cases 
of opioid overdose and can be 
administered with training by people 
with no other medical expertise.

Both the Village office and 
community centre have naloxone 
available, but Knott said most 
overdoses happen within a private 
setting. Council moved to ask the 
ANKORS organization to present on 
how to expand access and/or training. 
ANKORS is a harm-reduction service 
based in Nelson that provides care for 
those using opioids. 
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411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 
vincedevito.ca

Professional fitting, 
expert service.

HENLEY SWEATER
C$135.00

    
Introducing Rawman & Co’s own 

heavy weight Henley wool sweater.

These sweaters feature an 80% Wool/20% Nylon 
blend which helps limit shrinking but still 

keep’em outta the dryer. 

Available in Black and Grey.

COMMUNITY

by Kathy Hartman
Mayor Colin Ferguson’s decision 

to replace Councillor Leah Main as 
the Regional Director of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) director for 
Silverton and appoint Councillor 
Brian Mills as the alternate took 
most people, including Main, by 
surprise. Main has held that position 
since 2011.

Ferguson cited the need for the 
mayor to become more involved, 
to create capacity and do some 
succession planning. Main, the 
director since 2011, gave examples 
of where Silverton’s influence with 
the RDCK and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
would be reduced because they’d 
lose her experience and knowledge. 
Main is chair of the RDCK’s 
Community Sustainable Living 
Advisory Committee, previous chair 
of the West Kootenay Regional 
Transit Committee, director on the 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District Board, and member 
of the West Kootenay Food Council 
and Rosebery and Galena Trails 
Commission. Main suggested that if 
the mayor wished to be the director, 
perhaps she could work with him 
as his alternate for continuity. The 
suggestion was not followed up.

Main informed Ferguson that 
losing the RDCK position meant she 
would automatically lose her seat on 
the FCM, which would also affect 
the Village. The FCM lobbies the 
federal government to put resources 
into local municipalities. Ferguson’s 
response was that the FCM “is not 
important to the Village of Silverton.” 
Main gave examples to the contrary, 
as most infrastructure projects are 
federally funded. Main is the FCM 
BC Caucus Chair, has initiated a 
series of policy initiatives on rural 
transport and has been involved in 
Silverton accessing resources around 
federal programs such as municipal 
asset planning, the Municipalities for 
Climate Innovation Program, climate 
adaptation and mitigation initiatives, 
the Canada Community Building 
Fund (formally known as the gas 
tax) and the Green Municipal Fund 
for the New Denver housing project.

Councillor Clarence denBok 
asked if the Village could explore 
the possibility of Main continuing 
her role with the FCM if the Village 
would be willing to cover her costs. 
Council agreed to look into that.
Indigenous 
acknowledgement and 
oaths of office

Befo re  t he  swea r ing  i n 
of the new council, Indigenous 
acknowledgement was conducted 

Silverton council, November 9: RDCK director appointment disputed
by Silverton resident Lindsay 
Kugler, an Anishnabe Ojibwe from 
Curve Lake First Nation, whose 
Indigenous name is Echomaker. He 
arrived with a traditional lodge staff, 
which in his culture, “oversees we 
make good decisions.” Echomaker 
acknowledged council members’ 
“very important roles as people who 
represent us” and offered the council 
an eagle feather.

The incumbent mayor, Colin 
Ferguson, two returning councillors, 
Clarence denBok and Brian Mills, 
and new councillor Margaret Scaia 
solemnly took their oath of office 
at the Memorial Hall after the 
acknowledgement. Leah Main, 
attending online due a persistent flu, 
was sworn in at home the next day. 
Mayor Ferguson spoke highly of 
outgoing councillor Arlene Yofonoff, 
who served on council for nine years.
Bears, bears, bears

Yes, Silverton had a lot of bears 
this year, but not like 2016. Cora 
Skaien, the WildSafeBC Arrow-
Slocan Lakes coordinator, presented 
a Silverton-specific year-end report 
to council. Within the report were 
graphics comparing the wildlife 
reports from 2016 to 2022, the 
number and different programs that 
WildSafe offers, the social survey 
results for Silverton and some of the 
challenges and possible solutions 
going forward. 

“A fed bear is a dead bear,” 
emphasized Skaien. 

The survey found that 86% of 
Silverton residents like having bears 
in the area. The most common bear 
activity in Silverton is bears passing 
through, followed by bears eating 
from fruit trees and berries from 
ornamental trees. Third was bears 
eating birdseed. 

“Bears are eating here because 
the food is plentiful and easy,” said 
Skaien. “Remove the easy and the 
bears will return to their natural 
habitat.” 

She said that through education 
and fruit tree replacement programs, 
balanced with food security, and 
possible loaner electric fence 
programs suggested by WildSafeBC, 
the wandering bears could be 
significantly reduced and fewer bears 
exterminated. The final full year 
report will be released in two weeks. 
Address change dispute

In 2012, the property on the 
waterfront between Water Street 
and 5th Street was given the address 
109 Water Street by the then Village 
CAO. In 2020, the Haley family 
were informed that their address 
had been changed by the Village 
to 110 5th Street. Dr. Jim Haley 

attended the council meeting as a 
delegation to ask council to facilitate 
the restoration of the Water Street 
address.

“It is never too late to correct 
a mistake,” said Haley. “It is never 
too late to do the right thing.” He 
produced several official documents 
with the Water Street address 
for that parcel of land: Silverton 
property tax invoices, development 
permits, council minutes and BC 
Assessment mailings until 2020. 
Of specific concern was a recent 
council meeting where a new bylaw, 
with an amendment that may have 
allowed the CAO to return the Water 
Street address to his property, was 
not approved. The result is that the 
right to make these decisions remains 
in the hands of council. 

Dr Haley asked that a councillor 
“exercise their right to revisit the 
bylaw decision and restore the 
management authority to the CAO. 
I also request Councillor Mills 
to exercise his right to request 
reconsideration of the negative 
vote to restore the legitimate and 
codified Water Street address of 
our property and the safety-driven 
need for a Water Street address 
for our neighbours.” Both Haley, 

a physician, and the adjoining 
neighbour spoke of the need for 
speed in a medical emergency and 
referred to the difficulty in getting an 
emergency vehicle down 5th Street 
as opposed to the significantly faster 
Water Street route. 

Council accepted the presentation 
for information.
Flying the colours

RCMP calls from Silverton 
decreased by half compared to last 
year, according to Detachment 
Commander Thomas Gill. Gill 
attributes this to the increased officer 
presence. Gill comes from a small 
town and believes if the RCMP are 
seen to be in the neighbourhood, then 
neighbourhood crime is reduced. 

“If you see us, talk to us,” 
suggested Gill. “If you have a 
complaint, phone us. Don’t worry, 
you are not bothering us.” 

There have been only 78 calls 
and five charges laid this year to 
date, compared to 143 calls and two 
charges laid last year in the same time 
period. Most were traffic complaints 
and property theft. 

“Flying the colours helps,” said 
Gill.
Committee appointments

Economic Trust of the Southern 

Interior BC Regional Advisory 
Committee: Mills, Scaia (alternate); 
Ktunaxa Kinbasket Treaty 
Advisory Committee: Main, Scaia 
(alternate); Municipal Emergency 
Management :  Mil l s ,  Main 
(alternate); Municipal Insurance 
Association of BC: Main, denBok 
(alternate); RDCK: Ferguson, 
Mills (alternate); Recreation 
Commission 6: Ferguson, Mills 
(a l ternate) ,  Peter  Yakachuk 
(community member); Rosebery 
Parklands and Trails Commission: 
Ferguson, Mills (alternate), Hank 
Hastings (community member); 
S l o c a n  Va l l e y  E c o n o m i c 
Development  Commiss ion: 
Ferguson, Mills (alternate), Barb 
Fuhrer (community member); West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District: Ferguson, Mills 
(alternate); Winlaw Regional 
Nature Park and Commission: 
Ferguson, Mills (alternate); BC 
Rural Health Network: Scaia, 
Main (alternate); CBBC Liaison: 
Ferguson, Main (alternate); Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
Health Committee: Scaia, Main 
(alternate); Slocan Valley Chamber 
of Commerce: denBok, Scaia 
(alternate).

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Summer came late to the West 
Kootenay, but it had the good graces 
to hang on well into the fall.

October saw record temperatures 
set in the first few days of the month, 
says a weather forecaster with the 
Southeast Fire Centre.

Jesse Ellis says a blocking ridge 
of high pressure allowed this year’s 
extended summer weather to persist 
until around October 19.

“This is the fourth consecutive 

October set temperature records
month with warmer and drier than 
average conditions,” says Ellis. “Not 
only were three new daily temperature 
records set in early October, but the 
heat of the first two-thirds of the 
month helped break the record mean 
monthly temperature.”

That new record mean monthly 
temperature is 10.6°C, 2.6°C higher 
than the climatological average.

However, no temperature records 
were set – the highest reached, 25.5°C 
on October 3, is well short of the 
27.2°C set in 1980. 

This was also the first frost-free 
October at the Castlegar weather 
station in over 10 years.

But the glorious weather came to 
a crashing end on October 20, when 
a series of Pacific frontal systems in a 
zonal (westerly) flow brought rain and 
a return to near-normal temperatures.

But drought-like conditions 
persist: while rain fell for 10 of the 
last 11 days of the month, it didn’t 
amount to much. The 29.8 millimetres 
that fell is 40% less than the average 
monthly total of 49.4 millimetres.

Silverton Council 2022-2026: Mayor Colin Ferguson, Councillor Margaret Scaia, Councillor Clarence DenBok, Councillor Brian Mills. Missing: Councillor Leah Main.
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, 
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle 

pricing on posts available.

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts & 

hoodies

Winter’s coming – be prepared  snow 
shovels, ice scrapers, sleds for kids 

& adults, heat tape & insulation

Fall bulbs & seed 
garlic  - 25% off

Tulips, Hyacinth, crocus, 
daffodils & more.

Mens winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99 

grey or black

Fir clean burn wood 
pellets by the pallet 

$444.50 for 50 bags
40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

Chimney pipe & accessories, 
time to clean your chimney, 

all sizes of brushes

COMMUNITY

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Canada’s air safety watchdog 
has released its report on a 
helicopter crash between New 
Denver and Kaslo last spring.

The Transportation Safety 
Board says the tail rotor strike 
and rollover of the Kootenay 
Valley Helicopter’s Airbus AS350 
B3 on March 16, 2022 was an 
example of the need for pilots to 
be exceedingly cautious when 
working in mountainous terrain.

“The deterioration of weather 
conditions or whiteout generated 
by the helicopter during flight 
can lead to disorientation and 
controlled flight into terrain,” says 
the report, released earlier this 
month. “Pilots must continuously 
exercise vigilance to reduce and 
mitigate the risks associated with 
changing weather, especially in 
the mountains.”

The Kootenay Val ley 
helicopter was out from New 
Denver with a pilot and two 
Ministry of Transport avalanche 
technicians conducting avalanche 
control operations when the 
accident occurred. The procedure 
has technicians identifying a likely 
place to trigger an avalanche and 
dropping explosives at the site, 
preventing larger slides from 
potentially blocking roads. 

But the report says the pilot 
became disoriented right after the 
technician dropped an explosive 
charge on the mountainside 
northeast of New Denver, called 
London Ridge. They were about 
20 feet above the ground when the 
incident began.

“Just as the pilot lost 
reference with the ground and 
flight visibility was reduced, the 
bombardier deployed the second 
explosive charge,” says the report. 
“At this time, the main rotor 
downwash and prolonged hover 
over a layer of loose snow created 
whiteout conditions.”

Heli crash shows need for pilot vigilance in mountain terrain: report
Blinded by the snow squall 

of his own making, the helicopter 
pilot tried to pull away, but the tail 
rotor struck the ground or a tree. 
The pilot made an emergency 
landing – just a few metres away 
from the dropped explosive 
charge.

“The main rotor and blades 
were fractured and the tail boom 
was partially severed,” the report 
states. “The helicopter came to 
rest about 3 to 5 m downslope 
of the second explosive charge 
deployed; the charge detonated 
approximately 2.5 minutes later, 
but did not trigger a release of the 
snowpack.”

The pilot and passengers were 
disoriented and shaken but not 
injured in the accident. The pilot 
managed to help his passengers 
get out of the helicopter and set 
an emergency beacon. They were 
picked up a short while later by 
another local helicopter.
No blame, just 
recommendations

Because of the straightforward 
nature of the accident and 
limited impact to people or the 
environment, the Transportation 
Safety Board only conducted 
a lower-level investigation and 
report.

“ T h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Safety Board of Canada (TSB) 
investigated this occurrence 
for the purpose of advancing 
transportation safety,” the TSB 
website says. “It is not the 
function of the Board to assign 
fault or determine civil or criminal 
liability.”

The board noted the pilot was 
properly accredited, the avalanche 
technicians’ training up to date, 
and the helicopter company has 
since conducted safety reviews 
and developed new procedures 
for preventing similar incidents 
from occurring. 

It’s updated those procedures 
and briefed all its pilots, the report 

says.
“Before starting the approach 

to a blasting site, the crew must 
hold a briefing to discuss the 
suitability of the avalanche 
start zone, current weather 
conditions, and the adequacy of 
visual reference for approach, 
deployment of the charge, and 
departure from the blasting site,” 
it says. “If, during the approach 

phase, a new site is selected, 
the approach is discontinued. 
A thorough assessment of the 
new location is subsequently 
conducted and briefed, and a new 
approach is initiated.”

The report also notes the 
Ministry of Transport examined 
various aspects of its avalanche 
control operations after the 
incident, and “arrived at several 

findings and recommendations 
pertaining to the work activity, 
work conditions, execution, 
materials and equipment, 
communications, training, safe-
work procedures, emergency 
procedures, personal protective 
equipment (PPE), and other 
factors such as post-occurrence 
worker assistance, and general 
coordination and planning,” the 

report says.
The report also reminds 

passengers should “use restraint 
systems as intended so that they 
can be easily released when 
required.”

The helicopter sustained 
heavy damage, and has since 
been removed from the crash site.

The TSB has concluded its 
investigation of the incident.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Selkirk College students 
hosted their third annual TEDx 
Countdown event on November 
6 to continue the brainstorming 
of ideas for solving climate 
change-related issues.

The virtual event drew 
nearly 100 participants to watch 
a variety of local speakers give 
Zoom presentations on topics 
ranging from climate change 
anxiety to car battery recycling.

TEDx events are geared 
toward bringing together 
a diversity of voices in a 
community-driven format 
and the Countdown series is 
specifically aiming to “amplify 
and demonstrate climate 
solutions.”

Students from Selkirk 
College led the event with 
support from the West Kootenay 
Climate Hub. Organizers Tia 
Currie, a nursing student, and 
Marie-Luise Flurey, a rural pre-
med student, helped introduce 
the topics. They defined the 

TEDx Selkirk College Countdown events highlights local climate solutions
goal as cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions in half by 2030 for the 
“race to a zero-carbon world.”

The first speakers focused 
on anxiety as Canada deals with 
numerous weather-related crises. 
Rural Health pre-med student 
Kaitlyn Taburiaux detailed her 
studies showing widespread 
climate anxiety among youth. 
Her surveys show almost 72% 
of respondents feeling anxiety 
with others expressing feelings 
of powerlessness.

Sarah West, an art therapist, 
went on to discuss how she is 
helping people find their own 
personal resiliency to deal with 
these feelings and what she 
termed “ecological grief.”

Other presenters highlighted 
local projects and the work they 
are doing in the region to mitigate 
the effects of climate change.

Olga and Liza Hallborg, 
a mother and daughter team, 
talked about their work with the 
Butterflyway Ranger program. 
This project was started by the 
David Suzuki Foundation to 

create pollinator pathways for 
bees and butterflies in populated 
areas.

Two members of the 
Wildsight Youth Climate Corps 
then shared their experiences 
working on wildfire risk 
reduction projects. Melissa 
Lavery is the coordinator for 
the West Kootenay team, while 
Alex Laffelaar participated in 
2020 before moving on to work 
as a climate action assistant for 
RDCK. They both promoted 
the program as a way to take 
concrete action fighting the 
effects of climate change.

Bruno-Charles Busseau, a 
researcher working at Selkirk 
College, explained how he is 
using laser technology called 
LiDAR to map areas within the 
wildland-urban interface – places 
where people have built homes in 
zones that could face wildfires. 
With LiDAR, a handheld gun 
and drones are used to map the 
ground, the trees, the branches 
and even woody debris built up 
on the forest floor.

Some presenters focused 
on their hopes and goals for the 
future. Solita Work of the West 
Kootenay Cycling Coalition 
advocated for more “active 
transportation” and less driving.

For those still driving cars, 
the shift to electric vehicles 
means many more batteries are 
needed. Presenter Jacomien van 
Tonder of Trail’s Metal Tech 
Alley would like to see the West 
Kootenays become a hub for the 
production of these batteries. 
Ideally, this involves a “circular 
economy” with metals smelted 
by Teck, recycled locally by 
places such as KC recycling and 
then re-smelted by Teck. 

The event wrapped up with 
Joelle Burnie of the Friends of 
Kootenay Lake, talking about 
her organization’s efforts toward 
wetland restoration. She said 
getting together to do these 
hands-on jobs can decrease the 
anxiety so many are feeling. 
“This is also a really great 
way to get involved in your 
community,” she said.

Nearly 150 Selkirk College 
students at the Castlegar and 
Nelson Silver King campuses can 
look forward to new on-campus 
housing with construction 
underway on the new student 
housing buildings.

“Today brings us one step 
closer to providing 8,000 new 
student housing spaces across 
British Columbia,” said Anne 
Kang, Minister of Advanced 
Education and Skills Training. 
“With over 97% of new bed 
spaces funded or completed, 
we’re building a more inclusive 
and affordable education system 
that benefit students and reduces 
barriers to post-secondary 
education.”

The Castlegar campus will 
receive 112 new student beds and 
the Nelson Silver King campus 
will receive 36 new beds. Both 
buildings will provide post-
secondary students housing at 
below-market rates. Housing 
is expected to be available to 
students by January 2024.

“Students need a place to 
call home that is affordable and 
allows them time and space to 
study,” said Maggie Matear, 
president and CEO, Selkirk 
College. “We recognize how 
important access to housing is for 
young people and how integral 
it is to their post-secondary 

Work starting on new student housing at Selkirk College
experience. I’m proud today to 
make a difference for generations 
of students to come.”

Both student housing 
buildings will be constructed with 
mass timber and modular wood 
materials, aligning with BC’s 
Wood First Initiative. Space on 
the main floors of each building 
will have fully accessible 
communal areas that include 
study spaces, kitchens, dining 
spaces, living and game rooms, 
and laundry facilities. Each 
building will feature a dedicated 
spiritual space for reflection, 
which incorporates Indigenous 
traditions. The Castlegar campus 
will have four and the Nelson 
Silver King campus will have 
two accessible units, creating a 
total of six accessible units for 
independent living on Selkirk 
College campuses.

Aligned with the Province’s 
CleanBC plan, the buildings 
will be constructed using natural 
products. Both buildings will 
achieve Step 4 of the BC Energy 
Step Code and meet CleanBC’s 
energy-efficiency requirements 
for new buildings.

Government is investing 
$29.1 million toward this 
$31.1-million project, with 
the remaining funding being 
contributed by the college and 
Columbia Basin Trust. This 

student housing project is part 
of Homes for BC, a 10-year 
housing plan with a total of 8,000 
new student beds to be built on 
campus by 2028. To date, 7,763 
new beds are open or underway.

Work on this project helps 

progress StrongerBC’s Future 
Ready Plan, which is making 
education and training more 
accessible, affordable and 
relevant to help businesses grow 
and prepare British Columbians 
for the jobs of tomorrow.

by  John Boiv in ,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A program that helps match 
skilled foreign workers to 
businesses and organizations in 
the West Kootenay has received 
recognition for its work.

The Rural and Northern 
Immigration Pilot (RNIP) 
was this year’s recipient of 
Community Futures British 
Columbia’s Award for Excellence 
and Innovation.

Begun  i n  2020 ,  t he 
community-led immigration 
program’s goal is to spread the 
benefits of economic immigration 
to communities outside large 
metropolitan centres.

Over 125 businesses in 
the West Kootenay have used 
the pilot to support existing 
employees or hire skilled 
foreign workers to support their 
workforce needs. Jobs have been 
filled in areas like healthcare, 
trades, childcare, professional 

West Kootenay immigrant 
program wins award

services, and hospitality.
Many of the workers using the 

program are already in the area, 
taking courses as international 
students at Selkirk College. The 
program has helped smooth 
their transition from studies to 
permanent employment.

Over 350 newcomers have 
also been supported in applying 
for their permanent residency in 
Canada. 

The program has been 
running in Nelson, Nakusp, 
Kaslo, the RDCK, Castlegar 
and other regional communities. 
Applicants to the RNIP must be 
planning to work/live long term 
in the West Kootenay region, and 
meet federal and community-
specific criteria.

The Rural and Northern 
Immigration Pilot is offered in 
11 communities across Canada, 
in partnership with Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada.
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Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A late-season forest fire north of 
Kaslo shouldn’t cause water quality 
or landscape stability issues in the 
future, says a report to the Southeast 
Fire Centre.

The Glacier Creek fire began on 
September 3 about 40 kilometres 
north of Kaslo, on the east side of 
Duncan Lake. It burned for about 
a month, and produced smoke into 
October, though limited growth was 
observed after mid-September.

The fire burned about 139 
hectares of the nearly 28,000-hectare 
watershed. 

“The fire burned only a very 

Glacier Creek fire little cause for ongoing concern, says geotech report
small portion (0.5 %) of the Glacier 
Creek watershed and no creek drains 
the fire area,” wrote provincial 
government geomorphologist Sarah 
Crookshanks. “Therefore, the 
likelihood of downstream impacts 
is negligible.”

The fire was located in steep, 
hard-to-access terrain, and was 
mostly just monitored by the BC 
Wildfire Service. It is listed as ‘under 
control’ by the forestry service.

Crookshank’s surveys try to 
predict the impact fires can have on 
future flooding and landslides that 
affect water quality, roads and other 
infrastructure in an area. (Her recent 
report on the Briggs Fire east of 

Kaslo also foresaw limited impacts 
from that burn.) She found only 
0.6% of the area suffered a high-burn 
severity, while 11% was moderately 
burned.

“While the terrain is certainly 
steep to generate landslides, the 
incremental effect of the fire is 
low due to the low vegetation burn 
severity,” she states in the report. 

She also found a large 2007 
landslide in the burn area that seemed 
unaffected by the fire.

“The area immediately above 
this slide has patchy moderate soil 
burn severity and low/unburned 
vegetation burn severity,” she 
reports. “The likeliest time of year 

to see slide movement at this site is 
during the spring melt when the slope 
is saturated. Wildfire can increase 
snow accumulation and the rate of 
snowmelt through changes to the 
forest canopy.”

However, she notes that because 
the fire had minimal impacts to 
that canopy above the slide, “the 
incremental effect of this fire on 
movement at this site is expected 
to be low.”

That’s good news for one 
landowner in the area, she says.

“Given the low burn severity, 
lack of creek channels and no history 
of overland flow, there is a low 
likelihood that the wildfire will 

contribute to the initiation of a 
landslide that would impact this 
dwelling,” she says.

She also said the fire shouldn’t 
have any significant impact on 
drinking water quality or the 
campground that’s in the area.
Monument Creek 
hazard

Meanwhi le ,  a  r epor t  by 
Crookshanks on the Monument 
Creek fire northwest of Nelson, 
also released last month, found that 
residents who get their water from 
Duhamel Creek might face some 
degradation of their water quality at 
times in the future.

The September 4 fire burned 
about 440 hectares in the Duhamel 
Creek watershed and nipped the 
edge of the Lemon Creek watershed. 
While the Duhamel drainage has a 
history of floods and debris flows, 
the fire did not affect the most 
hazardous areas very severely. Thus, 
“it is improbable that a debris flow 
generated within the fire area would 
transition to a debris flood within the 
main Duhamel Creek channel,” the 
report states.

The report also recommends the 
Duhamel Face (Heights) road be 
closed, as it has a history of failure 
and the fire may have destabilized 
the road bed further.

“Evidence of potential instability 
was observed at one location,” 
she notes. “The burned area may 
increase the likelihood of landslides 
originating from this road.”

There was no mention in the 
report of any potential impact to the 
Lemon Creek watershed.

by Jan McMurray
A very active bear season in 

New Denver this year has spurred 
on the formation of a Bear Smart 
Working Group. Spearheaded by 
local WildSafeBC Coordinator 
Cora Skaien, the group includes 
community members as well as 
representatives of the Village of 
New Denver, Valhalla Wilderness 
Society Area H Bear Smart Program, 
Harvest Share, Healthy Community 
Society, and the Conservation Officer 
Service. The group has also sent 
invitations to the local RCMP and 
Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions.

“We’ve met just once, so we 
have lots of ideas but nothing 
confirmed yet,” Skaien said. “All 
of our ideas need further discussion 
and research – and some of them will 
need funding. So we can’t make any 

New Denver forms Bear Smart Working Group
promises just yet, but I’ll share some 
of our ideas.”

Skaein said the group would 
like to see an annual ‘Welcome to 
New Denver’ event in the spring or 
summer to celebrate New Denver’s 
Bear Smart Community status, 
with WildSafeBC workshops and 
the participation of many local 
organizations.

Promoting electric fencing was 
the biggest topic of conversation 
at  the meeting. Skaein says 
there were several ideas on this, 
including expanding Harvest Share’s 
electric fencing loaner program; a 
demonstration electric fence with 
informative signage in New Denver, 
established and maintained by the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society Area H 
Bear Smart program; possible cost 
share programs for electric fencing 

or fruit tree removal; and training 
local people to help residents set up 
electric fencing.

The group also discussed 
organizing fruit gleaning weekends, 
strengthening wildlife attractant 
bylaws, and implementing the 
WildSafeBC Bare Campsite Program 
at the municipal campground.

One of the three bears euthanized 
in New Denver this year was trapped 
at the campground after causing 
damage to a truck and repeatedly 
raiding one particular campsite. The 
Bare Campsite Program provides 
campground operators with resources 
and training to reduce conflicts with 
bears and other wildlife at their 
facilities.

Sergeant Ben Beetlestone of 
the Conservation Officer Service 
(COS) reports that the third New 

Denver bear to be euthanized was 
trapped October 12 near the school. 
The first one was entering houses in 
the spring, and the second one was 
the campground bear. “It’s sad those 
three were euthanized, but they were 
100% public safety concerns,” he 
said. “We don’t euthanize bears that 
are not a public safety concern.”

Beetlestone is one of the 
members of the New Denver Bear 
Smart Working Group. “Being a 
Bear Smart Community, you gotta 
take it to the next level,” he said. 
“Community leaders have to set an 
example, bylaws have to be enforced, 
and the message has to get out before 
the season starts, not in the middle of 
the season. You have to preplan and 
have an action plan in place and a 
bear response plan. If you have bear 
in your campground, what are you 
going to do about it? That should all 
be preplanned.”

Skaien says the Bear Conflict 
Management Plan that was created as 
part of the application for Bear Smart 
Community Status about seven years 
ago will be reviewed to see what has 
been accomplished, what may need 
to be worked on further, and what 
may not be feasible locally.

The New Denver Bear Smart 
Working Group’s next meeting has 
been scheduled for January.

by Margaret Scaia
It was a cold but not yet snowy 

day on November 5 when a dozen 
locals gathered at the New Denver 
Cemetery to hear a most engaging 
narrative by Daniel Hellyer. Hellyer 
moved to the area in the early 1970s 
and on this historical graveyard tour, 
he entertained a small crowd for an 
hour and a half with memories of his 
early days working on the Village crew. 

Hellyer’s story centred around 
three area pioneers: Margaret Aylwin, 
George Stewart, and George Wymer. 
Along with a tour of these graves, 
Hellyer recreated the lives of Stewart 
and Wymer, fellow labourers in the 
1970s. He began his tale by presenting 
the harsh conditions under which 
working-class people toiled to make a 
basic living in the Slocan Valley. This 
was a time when mining, logging and 
back-breaking physical labour were the 
daily reality for most men and women.

Particularly poignant was Hellyer’s 
own commentary about living in the 
shadow of the Second World War and 
subsequent global conflicts, including 
the Vietnam War, which brought him 
to this area, seeking a peaceful place 
to live. 

The climax of the story was a 
recounting of how he and George 
Wymer were charged with digging 
a grave for Margaret Aylwin, during 
which time Hellyer managed to toss 
dirt onto the nearby grave of George 

New Denver cemetery comes alive
Stewart’s young daughter. Elizabeth 
Stewart had been killed in an avalanche 
in Sandon in 1937 at the age of six. 
The subsequent unfolding of what 
happened when George Stewart 
returned to check on Hellyer and 
Wymer’s grave digging efforts was 
dramatic and everyone present was 
moved by the conclusion of the story.

That each grave in the New Denver 
Cemetery tells a story, as Hellyer 
explained, of our shared experiences 

of life, sorrow, joy, and death was 
vividly underpinned at each step of 
the narrative. Hellyer’s story was a 
memorable event for those who have 
an interest in how others before us 
experienced living in this beautiful 
but sometimes harsh and unforgiving 
place. 

The event was video recorded 
by Isaac Carter and can be found on 
YouTube. Search for ‘Daniel Hellyer 
– A day in 1970 in New Denver, BC.’

Daniel Hellyer moved to the area in the early 1970s and on this historical graveyard tour, he 
entertained a small crowd for an hour and a half.
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It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Alfred 
“Alf” Anderson of Slocan, British 
Columbia, on Saturday, October 
22, 2022, at the age of 91 years. 
Alf led a busy and happy life with 
his many business adventures and 
job choices, ranging from farming, 
logging, mechanics and driving 
school bus. Music was a large 
part of Alf’s life from a very early 
age and continued throughout his 
life. In his later years, Alf spent 
time golfing and playing music 
with his many friends. He was 

proud of his children and grandchildren and loved that he had great 
grandchildren. Alf will be lovingly remembered by his wife, Dawn 
Anderson, children, Shannon (Ed) Hicks, Darroll (Rose) Anderson, 
Lisa (Mark) Solecki, grandchildren, Cam (Julia) Hicks, Tyler Hicks, 
Jessica Anderson (Derek), Justin (Amanda) Anderson, Rhian Solecki 
(Jon), Kalia (Shayne) Hicks, four great grandchildren, as well as 
many extended family and close friends. A Celebration of Alf’s Life 
will be held at a later date. If desired, Memorial Donations in Alf’s 
honour may be made directly to the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276.

Andrew Alfred Anderson

by Jan McMurray
The North Kootenay Lake 

community of Lardeau will be well 
protected from wildfire, thanks 
to a project to install a gable-end 
sprinkler on most of the 60 properties 
in the community.

Rob Girard, president of 
the Lardeau Fire Prevention 
Association, says he and another 
board member, both with experience 
as firefighters, came up with the idea. 
“We’d both been thinking about a 
sprinkler protection system for the 
community, and now we’ve made 
our vision a reality,” he said.

Girard worked on structure 
protection during the Monroe Lake 
fire near Cranbrook in 2003, and 
he saw firsthand how effective 
sprinklers can be. “Sprinklers on 
houses save houses,” he said. “There 
were no homes lost on Monroe Lake 
that terrible interface fire summer.”

Girard and his fellow board 
member, Don Pedersen, took the 
idea to the rest of the board and 
it was well received. “After what 
happened in Lytton, where the 
town was devastated by wildfire, 
our board recognized that Lardeau 

Sprinkler system will protect Lardeau from wildfire
needed to come up with a system 
that could protect our residents and 
their properties,” Girard said.

The association has worked 
closely with Brad Burnett, structure 
protection specialist with the 
BC Wildfire Service, to design a 
sprinkler system for the community. 
“So now we have a plan, and we have 
funding from CBT and the RDCK, 
and now we are in the process of 
securing equipment and arranging 
for sprinkler protection training in 
the spring,” Girard reports.

The plan is to pump water from 
Kootenay Lake at four different 
locations in Lardeau and run the 
water through supply lines that 
would be laid down on the streets. 
Smaller hoses would run off the 
main line to each property and to 
the pre-installed sprinklers on the 
rooftop gable ends.

Girard said that in the event of 
a wildfire nearing the community, 
the hoses would be laid and the 
sprinklers would be run a few times 
a day to create a humidity bubble 
on and around the buildings on the 
properties. When the fire is on the 
doorstep, all sprinklers would be 

running and the team of residents 
operating the system would go to 
a safe zone – probably out on the 
lake in boats. He says it would take 
about five to six minutes for a fire 
to sweep by Lardeau. They would 
then return to the community and use 
the existing water hydrant standpipe 
system to put out spot fires.

From August until recently, 
board members have been visiting 
folks in Lardeau to find out where 
to place the sprinklers on their 
properties. During the visits, they 
also determine if the residents would 
like to take the sprinkler protection 
training or be involved in some 
other way. They also make helpful 
suggestions on ways to FireSmart, 
and make sure residents know they 
can get a free FireSmart assessment 
of their property through the RDCK.

The association held an open 
house and pancake breakfast last 
month, and the RDCK FireSmart 
representative, Andrew Doran, was 
there. “Hats off to Andrew! He has 
been encouraging folks to FireSmart 
and has done individual FireSmart 
property assessments and as well, 
he has done a complete community 
assessment. We are working towards 
becoming a FireSmart community 
this fall or winter,” Girard said.

Girard says the association has 
community training events annually, 
and they will test the sprinkler 
system zones at future events.

“We’ll have equipment sitting in 
our trailers. Hopefully it never gets 
deployed except for during practice 
runs, but if there’s a fire coming, 
rest assured that we’ll be in a good 
position,” he said.

Girard said the association wants 

to help other communities put 
similar plans in place. “We’d love 
to share the information about our 
program with other communities 
who might like to do the same sort 
of thing and if anyone is interested, 
I would encourage them to call me 
or anyone on our board,” Girard 
said. “Both CBT and our sprinkler 

protection specialist would like to 
see Lardeau used as an example 
of what a small community can 
accomplish to protect itself from 
wildfire, and we’re more than happy 
to share information with other 
communities.”

Contact Rob Girard at 250-814-
8366 or robgirard64@gmail.com.
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The North Kootenay Lake community of Lardeau will be well protected from wildfire, thanks to a 
project to install a gable-end sprinkler on most of the 60 properties in the community.

submitted
It’s that time of year when the 

Kootenay Gallery of Art offers 
Christmas at the Gallery for the 
holiday season. Over 100 artists and 
artisans have created work that is 
showcased in the annual exhibition 
and sale. There are plenty of new 
vendors along with community 
favourites. 

The Kootenay Gallery chooses 
artists who live and work in the 
Kootenays. “We are proud to support 
them and encourage residents to 
shop locally and support the arts and 
artisan community. Shopping here 
also helps to sustain the gallery as 
well,” says Maggie Shirley, curator 
and gallery assistant. 

There will be an opening 
celebration on Friday, November 
18 from 12 noon until 8 pm. This 
will coincide with the annual sale of 
the Selkirk Weavers and Spinners 

Christmas comes to the 
Kootenay Gallery 

Guild next door at the Doukhobor 
Discovery Centre.

For the opening celebration, there 
will be hot apple cider, Christmas 
goodies and more. Visitors can enter 
a draw for a gift basket, donated by 
Geoff and Katarina Yule. 

There is no charge to browse 
at Christmas at the Gallery. It is a 
beautiful, and (almost always) calm 
environment to find the perfect gift 
items. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10 
am-5 pm in November and Tuesday 
to Sunday 10 am-5 pm in December. 
The Kootenay Gallery is located 
across from the Castlegar Airport, 
between the Doukhobor Discovery 
Centre and the West Kootenay office 
of the BCSPCA. 

For more information, contact 
the Gallery at 250-365-3337, email 
kootenaygallery@telus.net or search 
www.kootenaygallery.com. 
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THE HOUSE OF JOYFUL TIDINGS MOVING 
FROM: 307 KILDARE STREET

TO: THE SLOCAN LAKE MARINA STORAGE LOT
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022

THANK YOU TO:
SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES: CLARENCE DENBOK

SILVERTON TRANSPORT: STUART NELSON
WRIGHTWAY CHARTER • HAL WRIGHT

BEN MASON TRUCKING • SLOCAN PARK

RAMIN SHERKAT: DONATION OF HERITAGE 
INTERNMENT SHACK

VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER —
COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION

— FINANCIAL FUNDING —

Bryn Perry
roBert Inwood desIgn • wInlaw

Carmen dIPasquale
sloCan solutIons soCIety

sloCan lake marIna assoCIatIon
Vern gustafson

alex kooznetsoff

Hal wrIgHt • keItH dewey 
• noaH Cannon • VIda turok 

• nate BrIggs 
• ryan & etHan florCzyk
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All!
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Alex 
–

Alex 
–

Good
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ork
!!

Good
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ork
!!

Vern 
–

Vern 
–

Yeah
!!

Yeah
!!

– The Friends of the Orchard –

by Jan McMurray
While waiting for its new life as 

the campground check-in and host 
accommodation in Centennial Park, 
the historic House of Joyful Tidings 
building is temporarily stored at the 
Slocan Lake Marina.

“The Slocan Lake Boating 
Association has graciously agreed 
that we can keep it there until we are 
ready to commence the final stage of 
our project. The task before us and the 
Village now is to raise the necessary 
funds for the next phase,” report the 
Friends of the Orchard.

The Friends worked hard with 
the Village to find a solution for 
the building. When the property the 
building occupied in the Orchard sold, The historic House of Joyful Tidings building is temporarily stored at the Slocan Lake Marina in 

New Denver.

Internment building temporarily stored at marina in New Denver
it became necessary to move it to save 
it from demolition. “The Friends want 
to emphasize our appreciation for the 
current landowner of the property 
where the HOJT was previously 
located, because without their support 
and willingness, we could not have 
pursued or reached our goal of saving 
and reviving the heritage aspect of 
this important structure.”

With funding from grants and 
community contributions, the Friends 
were able to relocate the building at 
the end of October. They were also 
able to have a feasibility study done, 
outlining the necessary work and costs 
to preserve and restore the building’s 
heritage elements. The group is 
now focusing on fundraising for 

the heritage restoration work, while 
the Village is responsible for any 
fundraising necessary to repurpose 
the interior to accommodate the 
campground host.

The Friends say the HOJT’s 
new home at the campground will 
probably be in the vicinity of the 
washroom at the north entrance. 
In this location, it won’t take up a 
campsite, and will free up the current 
host campsite for additional revenue 
generation for the Village.

No timeline has yet been set for 
the completion of the project.

The HOJT is an important asset 
from the internment period. It was 
used for cross-cultural religious and 
community gatherings. As one of 

the few internment buildings that 
has not been significantly renovated, 

it has unusual historic and cultural 
significance, the Friends say.
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If ye break faith with 
us who die,
We shall not sleep, 
though poppies grow
In Flanders fields

John McCrae

Branch #20

And at the going down of the sun
We shall remember them

510 Broadway Nakusp 250-265-3662

Pacific Inland Pole & Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

Waterbridge Steel

Lest we forgetLest we forget

Lest we 
forget

Selkirk Realty • Nakusp

“In war 
there are no 
unwounded 

soldiers” 
– Jose Narosky

Theresa WeaTherhead
direcTor-elecT, area K

Ace Building Centre – Kaslo

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
INSURANCE
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There was a laying of wreathes at the cenotaph in Kaslo on Remembrance Day.

Councillor Danika Hammond leads the colour party at New Denver’s Remembrance Day ceremonies.

Guy Duchaine lays a wreath at Nakusp’s Remembrance Day ceremonies.
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Thank you to 
all veterans for 
your service.

250-353-7409

Lest we 
forget

Box Lake Lumber
Nakusp • 250-265-4767

The Valley 
Voice wishes to 
recognize the 

contribution of 
our veterans to 

building peace in 
the world

Lest we
forget

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
INSURANCE

NAKUSP • 250-265-3631

Galena Contractors • Nakusp • 250-265-4100Galena Contractors • Nakusp • 250-265-4100

250-265-4388

Remember they gave 
their lives and their 
futures, so we may 

live in peace.
422 Front St, Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2594

We shall We shall 
remember themremember them

Waterbridge Ferries

Slocan Legion President Patrick Ashton presides over wreath-laying ceremonies at the Cenotaph Monument in downtown Slocan. The Legion’s Colour 
Guard stand by. Guard members from right: Cliff Froelich, Leonard Block, Christie Baal and Mike Naylor. RCMP Constable Nick Alpaugh is on the far left 
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The colour guard leads the parade at Kaslo’s Remembrance Day ceremonies.
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Four mounties in red serge at Nakusp’s Remembrance Day ceremonies.
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We have a beautiful selection 
of crystals in-store - new dream 
catchers and winter scarves too. 
Open Monday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

MEAT 
MARKET 
& DELI

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO LEASE 
PROPERTY

The Village of Kaslo intends to lease space at the Kaslo Golf Course to Bell 
Media Inc. for the operation of a low power FM transmitter associated tower, 
transmitter cabinet and antenna, for a 5-year term beginning 1 January 2023 
and ending 31 December 2027 for a fee of nine hundred dollars ($900.00) 
plus applicable taxes in the first year and 2% increases in each subsequent 
year of the term, plus advertising costs.

The lease may be viewed at the Village Office in City Hall, 413 Fourth Street, 
Kaslo, BC on regular working days between the hours of 10 am - 3 pm.  
Any individual that believes their interests will be affected by this proposed 
disposition is asked to submit comments to the Village no later than 12 noon 
on Tuesday December 6, 2022.  

SNOW REMOVAL
The Village of Kaslo requires that all privately-owned vehicles, boats, trailers, 
loads of firewood and other obstructions that impede snow removal be 
removed from Village boulevards and alleys, or the Village may have them 
moved or impounded at the owner’s expense. (Village Bylaw 1120). We 
thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Any questions? 

Call 250-353-2311 or Email admin@kaslo.ca or Visit www.kaslo.ca

Village of Kaslo

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A new council term, new meeting 

Kaslo council 2022-2026: Front – Councillor Molly Leathwood, Councillor Erika Bird. Back: Councillor Rob Lang, Mayor Suzan Hewat, Councillor Matthew Brown.

Kaslo council, November 8: Smaller Jazz Fest a success
procedures, and new municipal 
website added up to a fresh start 
– with a software glitch or two – 
for Kaslo Village council after the 
October 15 election. The mayor, two 
new councillors and two incumbents 
had plenty to tackle on their first 
meeting of municipal business.
Smooth Jazz Fest

Dunlop also reported meeting 
with the organizers of this year’s 
Kaslo Jazz Fest and emergency 
and law enforcement officials, and 
said everyone agreed the event 
was a success. The only problems 
reported on the weekend were with 
a campground on South Beach, 
which was run by a third party as a 
fundraiser. Otherwise, everyone is 
“on the same page” when it comes 
to keeping the festival at the much 
smaller size it was this year, he said.

“Everyone agreed the size was 
right,” Dunlop told council. “We 
don’t want to be going back to how 
it was three years ago, when it was 
a much bigger event. There are 
diminishing returns for doing that.”

Talks on the arrangements for 
next year’s event will happen in the 
spring, he added.
A Ave complete

One of the biggest infrastructure 
projects the Village undertook this 
year is complete. Chief Administrative 
Officer Ian Dunlop says the new 
waterline under A Avenue was 
connected to the system, pressure-
tested and backfilled under the street 
earlier this month. A touch of paving 
work will still need to be completed 
in the spring, but otherwise the job 
is done. The $800,000 project to 
replace the nearly century-old pipe 
was fully funded by the Village, 
as grants were unavailable for this 
kind of maintenance-type job. The 
waterline had deteriorated to the point 
where 15% of the village’s water was 
lost through the stretch of pipe, the 
CAO told council. Dunlop said crews 
also uncovered issues with an aging 
pressure control valve, which will 
also have to be replaced in the future.
PM to the Moyie?

It’s the 125th anniversary of the 
SS Moyie, the iconic paddlewheeler 
now drydocked as a museum on the 
shores of Kootenay Lake in Kaslo. 
The group that oversees the care 

and management of the boat have 
some big plans to mark the occasion, 
and that includes inviting the prime 
minister to Kaslo to take part in the 
celebration.

“Since he has a connection to 
this area of the Kootenays, we would 
like to invite the Prime Minister, 
Justin Trudeau to an event sometime 
between July and early September 
when convenient in his schedule,” 
the Kootenay Lake Historical Society 
wrote to council. (It’s not a happy 
connection however: the PM’s brother, 
Michel, died when he was swept away 
by an avalanche in Kokanee Glacier 
Park in 1998.) Protocol suggests 
the invitation should be sent by the 
mayor. Council voted to have the 
mayor write an official invitation to 
the prime minister.
Mayor’s ‘vision’ for Kaslo

Being mayor means being on your 
game 24/7, and that includes looking 
for opportunities to improve your 
community whenever and wherever 
they arise. And that’s why Mayor 
Suzan Hewat added a note about her 
recent visit to the optometrist in her 
Mayor’s Report.

“I realize that it is strange to put 
this item in my report, but while 
at the office I had a conversation 
with the optometrist who recently 
purchased the practice,” she wrote. 
The optometrist told Hewat she had 
resumed travelling to Nakusp to 
provide eye care in that town.

Hewat saw an opening to make a 
pitch for her own community.

“She had no idea that this service 
had been provided in Kaslo,” said 
Hewat, who by coincidence had 
worked at the old eye doctor’s office 
in the village years ago.

“We had a discussion regarding 
the possibility of resuming the service 
and what would be needed. I let 
her know about our Health Select 
Committee and that this was one of 
our priorities…”

Hewat says while the exchange 
was positive, the doctor won’t likely 
be able to begin serving Kaslo for 
another year or so. In the meantime, 
the Health Committee will discuss 
what they can do to help, Hewat says.
Rec grant reconsidered

A local organization is going to 
get a Fall Recreation Grant after all. 

North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services (now known as Kaslo 
Community Services) were denied a 
$500 grant earlier this year for their 
‘Nobody’s Perfect’ program, even 
though the program had been funded 
by the Village in the past. This year’s 
grant committee felt the program 
“was educational in nature and did 
not involve recreation.”

But the non-profit group appealed 
the decision to council. 

“They are now faced with an 
unexpected shortfall, compromising 
their ability to deliver their valuable 
community program as planned,” 
a report to council stated. Since 
the majority of the committee was 
supportive of council reconsidering 
the decision, and there was enough 
money in the Fall Rec Grant fund to 
cover the project, council voted to 
support the project after all.

The program, designed for 
parents and caregivers of young 
children, is an opportunity “to learn 
about child development, safety, 
health and behaviour, and to share 
questions, concerns and ideas about 
parenting,” the KCS says. 
Election costs

The final numbers are in for the 
cost of the October 15 municipal 
elections. Village Corporate Officer 
Catherine Allaway, who acted as the 
election returning officer, reported 
that delivering the election cost 
approximately $11,000. That was 
to pay for hall rental, supplies, 
advertising, training materials and 
staff time.

Not all of that will come out of 
local taxpayers’ pockets. The Village 
will bill the RDCK and School 
District 8 over $3,700 in expenses for 
running their local elections for them.

That is “significantly reducing 
the cost impact on the Village,” she 
told council.

The one downbeat in her report 
was it took a long time for staff to 
count the ballots after polls closed 
on Saturday night at 8 pm. Results 
weren’t ready until about 2 am.

“In future, when there are multiple 
races, it is recommended to bring in 
additional counting staff and conduct 
the count at City Hall,” Allaway 
said. “This will permit simultaneous 

continued on page 15
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Kaslo council, November 8: 
Smaller Jazz Fest a success
continued from page 14
counting of each race and quicker 
results for all involved.” 

Kaslo voters cast a total of 549 
ballots, including 147 at the advance 
poll, 14 via mail ballot and 388 on 
general voting day.
Bell lease review

The public is going to get a chance 
to weigh in on a lease agreement the 
Village has with Bell Media. Since 
2009, the Village has leased land at 
the community-owned golf course 
for Bell to run a low-power FM 
transmitter. The lease on that expires 
in December, and a new agreement 
has been reached with the telecom 
giant. 

The five-year deal includes a 
hefty rent increase (from $600 to $900 
annually, with annual inflationary 
adjustments). That will generate just 
under $4,700 for the Village over 
the life of the lease, which can be 
extended another five years if both 
parties agree.

However, any lease agreement 
the Village enters has to go through a 
public review before being finalized. 
Interested members of the public are 

invited to go to City Hall to review the 
details of the agreement, and submit 
comments by December 6. It can also 
be viewed on the Village website. 
First meeting jitters?

So what’s it like to sit in on 
your first real meeting as a Village 
councillor?

Erika Bird, who topped the polls 
in the Oct. 15 vote, said it was 
sometimes hard to keep up. 

“It goes by very fast. I had 
some non-important comments I 
had written down but I missed the 
discussion on,” admitted Bird. “So 
I have to learn about how to ‘get my 
oar in’ a little quicker.”

The other freshman councillor, 
Matthew Brown, said he felt 
comfortable with the format, as 
it paralleled his experience with 
the Kaslo and Area D Economic 
Development Commission.

“At this point I am just trying to 
listen and learn as much as I possibly 
can,” he told the Valley Voice after the 
meeting. “That’s just close to my main 
focus, is taking everything in and try 
to learn how to be as effective at the 
table as I can.”

submitted
On Saturday, November 5, the 

Kaslo Legion was transformed into an 
enchanted space for a Roaring ‘20s Gala 
that raised almost $13,000 towards a new 
library in Kaslo.

According to the library’s board 
chair Anne Heard, proceeds from the 
event exceeded all expectations. The land 
for the new library in downtown Kaslo 
has been purchased and architectural 
designs have been developed. The 
proceeds from this event will greatly 
help the project going forward, as strong 
community support and contributions are 
critical for securing large government 
and foundation grants.

Celebrants, most of whom were 

Violinist Natasha Hall and pianist Yoomi Kim entertain guests at the Roaring ’20s Gala 
fundraiser for the New Kaslo Library Project.

Roaring ‘20s Gala a roaring success for the New Kaslo Library Project
costumed in 1920s style, were residents 
of Kaslo and the Nelson area. A total of 
89 (of 90) tickets were sold.

As they arrived and settled at their 
elegantly-decorated tables, guests were 
treated to charming background music 
by harpist Diemm. Lucas Myers then 
provided lots of laughs with a unique 
telling of Kaslo history, followed by a 
Kaslovian skit. After gourmet dinners, 
dessert featured a memorable experience 
for the senses, as music by violinist 
Natasha Hall and pianist Yoomi Kim 
was paired with exquisite chocolates 
prepared by Aurelian Sudan of Nelson 
Chocofellar.

Success would not have been 
achieved without amazing community 

support. Local businesses, services and 
individuals donated 24 products and 
services towards a silent auction. Activity 
at the tables was extensive, with winning 
bids totalling $5,335.

Heard thanked her fellow Gala 
Committee members Sabrina Edward, 
Mayor Suzan Hewat, Eva Kelemen, 
Lynn van Deursen, and Margaret Wanke 
for excellent teamwork in organizing the 
Gala. The Langham Cultural Centre, 
Jazz Fest, Kaslo Concert Society, North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society, Kaslo Hotel, ACE Hardware, 
and Front Street Market supplied the 
equipment and supplies needed to 
create ambiance and reduce costs. 
Diemm and Lucas Myers donated their 
performances to the event, as did Cloé 
Bayeur-Holland who managed the 
cash bar. Barb Rhyason and her team 
created a delicious multi-course dinner, 
efficiently served by five energetic JV 
Humphries student volunteers. Mountain 
Man Mike’s volunteered as designated 
driver to ensure guests arrived home 

safely. Lynn van Deursen, as emcee, kept 
the evening running smoothly. Grant 
sponsorship to cover some expenses 
was gratefully received through RDCK’s 
Community Initiatives Program and the 
Village of Kaslo.

A special thank you is extended to 

the attendees, who rose to the occasion 
by purchasing tickets and responding 
to the spirit of the event. Guests left 
the venue with smiling faces and many 
expressions of appreciation.

For further information, contact Eva 
Kelemen at (250) 353-2942
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
New hours: Tue–Sat, 10:30a–4:00p; Closed Sun & Mon •  Our Klippan blanket sale 
continues with select wool and organic cotton blankets still 25% off • ANIÁN – our 
newest eco-fashion brand – makes classic clothing right here in BC of recycled wool or 
cotton textiles • Our bookshelves are chock full of quality books & new journals • The 
early-bird holiday shoppers are already out so we’ve taken the liberty of decking the 
store in anticipation. By the way, we’ll be open every day in December but X’mas and 
Boxing days • Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 
• Facebook & Instagram • 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-9 pm, 7 days a 
week. Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted by the Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society

T h e  N a k u s p  c e n o t a p h 
commemorates soldiers killed in 
both world wars, and also in the 
Korean conflict.

The surname, Benton, appears 
on two of the lists. Frank Benton’s 
is the first name on the 1914-1918, 
First World War list. The name of 
his younger son, John H. Benton, 
appears on the 1939-1945 listing 
of the local fallen of the Second 
World War.

Frank Benton was born in 
England in 1873. He came to 
Canada in 1894, arriving in Nakusp 
four years later. He enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force 
in Nakusp on December 28, 
1916. He arrived in England in 
February 1917. That June, he 
went overseas to France with the 
10th Battalion Canadian Railway 
Troops. Railway troops built 
and maintained narrow-gauge Jack Benton was the first Nakusp casualty in the Second World War.

The Benton family on the Nakusp cenotaph
light railways, creating a system 
which brought supplies and men 
to the front, and transported the 
wounded away. Wounded by 
shrapnel in August, 1917, Frank 
Benton was invalided to a hospital 
in Bournemouth, England. He died 
there of his wounds on October 
29, 1917, and is buried in the 
Bournemouth East Cemetery. He 
is also memorialized in the Nakusp 
Old Hillcrest Cemetery, along with 
his infant daughter Helen, who 
was born and died in the spring 
of 1916.

Left in Nakusp to mourn 
Frank Benton’s loss were his 
wife Frances, and two sons Frank 
William, and John (Jack) Hudson. 
Both boys fought in the Second 
World War. Jack became a Flying 
Officer Navigator, arriving in 
England in early 1942.

The first Nakusp casualty in 
that war, Jack Benton was killed 
in action on July 11, 1943, at age 

29. He had specialized in aerial 
photography, and his Mosquito 
airplane crashed when returning 
from operations, as a result of 
extreme weather conditions. His 
squadron leader was quoted as 
saying that the last photographs 
he’d taken were “perfection,” and 
“a marvellous piece of work.” Jack 
was buried at Leuchers, Scotland. 
He was posthumously awarded the 
operational wings of the RCAF, in 
recognition of “gallant service in 
action against the enemy.”

In these two world wars, it 
was government policy not to 
repatriate the bodies of the fallen. 
For the most part, soldiers were 
buried in cemeteries in France 
and Belgium near to where they 
lost their lives. If there was no 
known burial site, their names 
are commemorated either on the 
Menin Wall in Belgium, or at the 
Vimy Memorial in France. Out 
of the many deaths in these wars, 

only a minority of burials would 
have happened in the United 

Kingdom – yet that is where this 
father and son are each buried.
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FOREVER HOME NEEDED 
FOR “BABY GIRL”

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, our “Baby Girl” is a 
sweet, affectionate, 7 year old female, just right for 
a one-cat home. Sadly, her owner’s circumstances 
have changed suddenly and she has to give her up. 
“Baby Girl” is a petite, calico beauty, used to a quiet 
home without other cats or dogs.  Phone PALS today 
at 250-265-3792 if “Baby Girl” is the right fit for you. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It was smiles all around at 
Nakusp Village council’s inaugural 
meeting on November 7. Former 
councillors were thanked for their 
service and a new slate of Village 
leaders took their oaths of office.

“When we started out in 2018, 
four years seemed like an eternity,” 
said Mayor Tom Zeleznik at the 
start of the meeting. “And now 
it’s gone.”

The October 15 local elections 
saw new mayors, councillors and 
trustees chosen for municipal 
governments and school boards 
across the province. In Nakusp, 
only one councillor chose to run 
again, leaving three new councillors 
sitting at the table. Zeleznik was 
acclaimed for the Village council’s 
top job.

Zeleznik praised the work of 
the former council, highlighting 
accompl i shmen t s  l i ke  the 
Downtown Revitalization project, 
dealing with emergencies like the 
pandemic and forest fires, and 
hiring a new CAO.

“The future is bright, thanks to 
you, for our community and council 
going forward, and I want to thank 
council for the hard work you put 
in,” he said. “We lit the candle and 
provided a great beginning for the 
new council and a good future 

Nakusp council, November 7: New councillors sworn in
ahead.”

It was a bittersweet moment for 
the departing councillors.

“This was a really special time, 
and your organization and skills are 
amazing, and I’m still impressed 
by how much you managed to get 
accomplished,” Susan DeSandoli 
told the mayor. 

“You told me it was going to 
be fun, and it was – mostly,” joked 
Councillor Tom Miller, who ran in 
a byelection last term at the urging 
of the mayor. 

After receiving parting gifts, the 
outgoing councillors left the table 
to make room for the newly elected 
members.

Three new councillors – Tina 
Knooihuizen, Mason Hough and 
Dawn Edwards – all took the oath 
of office, while Aidan McLaren-
Caux reaffirmed his oath as the sole 
returning councillor.

Then it was down to business, 
though most of it was pro-forma.

The new councillors got the 
chance to pass their first motions – 
one to approve the council meeting 
schedule for 2023, another for the 
acting mayor schedule for 2023, 
and one to receive correspondence 
to council as information.

McLaren-Caux was chosen to 
represent the Village on the RDCK 
board of directors, and Mayor 
Zeleznik will be his alternate. 

Appointments to other committees 
– from recreation boards to waste 
management advisory groups to 
First Nations advisory bodies – 
were put off until the next council 
meeting November 28.

It was a pretty light agenda, but 
enough for the newbie councillors 
for the first time out, who admitted 
to some trepidation as the meeting 

began.
“I was a little nervous, but no 

regrets,” said Tina Knooihuizen. 
The sentiment was seconded by 
Dawn Edwards. 

“I went to Tina and said ‘how 
are you feeling?’ and we both said 
‘nervous,’” she recalled. “But I’m 
really excited too.”

“I lost all my hair,” joked 

Mason Hough, who is bald.
The next council meeting will 

likely be more substantive for 
the newcomers, as they begin to 
tackle administrative issues like 
new zoning bylaws, requests for 
variances for building projects and 
ongoing issues like improving the 
water supply, creating industrial 
land and improving housing.

submitted
As we approach the end of 

2022, we at the Nakusp and Area 
Development Board (NADB) have 
taken some time to reflect on this 
past year-and-a-half of work we 
have undertaken in the community. 
There have been many successes 
and just as many challenges over 
that time, and we are greatly 
encouraged about the future of 
our area.

We would have been unable to 
accomplish this work without the 
generous investments from various 
local and regional organizations, 
including the Village of Nakusp, 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) Area K, the 
Economic Trust of the Southern 
Interior (ETSI-BC), the Columbia 
Basin Trust (CBT), and the 
Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR). Through the 
dedicated work of our members 
and Economic Development 
Coordinator, Aidan McLaren-
Caux, we have managed to bring 
in over $183,000 in funding for 
economic development in this 
community.

We regularly engage with our 
funders and with local leaders to 
determine what the pressing needs 
are locally, and we formulate a 
strategic plan to address what we 
can with our limited resources. 
At our most recent check-in, 
we established that supporting 
local agriculture and value-added 
forestry, ongoing business advisory, 
improved signage and wayfinding, 
and off-season tourism were 

Message from the Nakusp and Area Development Board
the main areas where we could 
effectively have a positive impact 
for Nakusp and the surrounding 
area. Our overarching objective 
is to act as the connector for the 
various groups in the area, inform 
about programs and resources, 
and to support other organizations 
as they pursue progress in their 
respective fields.

Some of the specific projects we 
have underway include:

Grow Arrow Lakes, which is a 
branding and promotional initiative 
whose purpose is to market and 
highlight our wonderful local 
agricultural producers and build 
capacity and resiliency in the local 
sector, by increasing awareness 
and the economic viability of 
local agriculture. We are currently 
waiting a funding announcement 
for the continuation of this project.

The Small Forest Tenures 
Capacity Building Project, which 
is something we have been 
working on in conjunction with 
NACFOR and the Woodlot Product 
Development Council, is onto 
Phase 3 in which we are exploring 
the feasibility of various ideas, 
including a log-lumber-information 
exchange as well as a cooperative 
sawmilling operation.

Since June of 2021, we have 
been carrying out ongoing business 
advisory services, funded by the 
Rural Business and Community 
Recovery program through ETSI-
BC. Over that time, we have 
engaged with many of the over 200 
businesses that exist in the Arrow 
Lake Valley. Our work has ranged 

from sharing various government 
funding and support opportunities 
to providing organizational support 
to other non-profits and membership 
organizations to doing more in-
depth work with businesses, such 
as strategic planning sessions or 
support with grant-writing among 
many other things. As we have 
come through a challenging couple 
of years, from the pandemic to 
the heat dome, forest fires and 
smoke, and flooding that disrupted 
vulnerable supply chains, there 
has been a constant demand for 
guidance and support from our 
business community to help 
navigate these unprecedented times.

T h r o u g h  f u n d i n g  f r o m 
the Village of Nakusp and the 
Community Initiatives and Affected 
Areas Program of CBT/RDCK, 
we will be developing a signage 
and wayfinding plan for Nakusp 
that will complement our newly 
completed downtown revitalization. 
Once the plan is created, we can 
pursue other funding opportunities 
to realize this vision.

We continue to work closely 
with the Arrow Slocan Tourism 
Association (ASTA) to build out 
destination marketing opportunities 
that promote sustainable tourism in 
our region, including an upcoming 
agri-tourism map that will promote 
our local agriculture producers.

Throughout the past 18 months, 
we have also been representing 
Nakusp and area at various regional 
economic development tables 
and professional development 
organizations. We continue to 

be the first point of contact for 
Imagine Kootenay, which provides 
an invaluable connection service 
for investors and entrepreneurs and 
employers and employees alike. We 
have also been an active member 
of the Economic Development 
Practitioners Network (EDPN), 
being a member of their steering 
committee, which provides a 
regional perspective and an 
opportunity for networking and 
collective problem-solving. From 
that connection, we have plans to 
hold their annual dialogue here in 
Nakusp over this winter, where we 
can showcase all the exciting things 
happening in our area.

One of the most common themes 
we have heard in our engagement 
with local businesses has been the 
labour shortage faced by employers, 
many of whom are in desperate 
need of staff. Consequently, we 
have partnered with Community 
Futures Central Kootenay and 
Immigration,  Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada to join the 
Rural and Northern Immigration 
Pilot (RNIP) program, which is 
a community-led immigration-
based program designed to bring 
skilled permanent residents to rural 
communities, which will hopefully 
be part of the solution to address this 
labour shortage.

With generous funding from 
CBT, we have been facilitating a 
year-long Buy Local campaign that 
you may have seen throughout the 
area. Thus far, we have had positive 
feedback on the initiative. Keep an 
eye out at your favourite local shops 

before the end of the year for how 
to participate.

As you can see, we have had 
our work cut out for us over the 
past 18 months. As our community 
continues to grow and adapt to 
the ever-changing economic and 
demographic circumstances of 
our time, we believe there is great 
value in providing that guiding 
hand and connection to others 
as we enter this uncertain future 
together. We owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to our ongoing funders 
and to the community at-large for 
supporting us as we support each 
other. Thank you for your time and 
your attention, and we look forward 
to continuing to work together.

Nakusp council 2022-2026: Councillor Mason Hough, Aidan McLaren-Caux, Mayor Tom Zeleznik, Councillor Dawn Edwards, 
Counsellor Tina Knooihuizen.
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New Denver Community 
Food Bank Open House

Date: November 19
Time: 1:00-3:00

At: 803 Kildare St. (Next to the Donation Store)

Come see our new location!
(Refreshments will be served

COMMUNITY

submitted
What is Giving Tuesday? 

Imagine a day dedicated to giving 
back, around the world, across 
Canada, and in your own community. 
Just as ‘Black Friday’ kicks off the 
holiday shopping season, Giving 
Tuesday is the opening day of the 
giving season. It’s a global day 
of giving, a time to celebrate and 
encourage activities that support 
charities and non-profits. Whether 
it’s making a donation, volunteering 
time, helping a neighbour or 
spreading the word, Giving Tuesday 
is a movement for everyone who 
wants to give something back.

It’s when we hope you will 
donate to the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund. This is our annual appeal 
for support through one-time gifts, 
monthly pledges, or donations made 
in memory or in honour of someone 
special. You can donate through our 
website at www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com, or mail us a cheque (details 
online). However you choose to 
give, you will receive a tax receipt 
for donations of $20 or more. We are 
only a few thousand dollars away 
from reaching our current target of 
$300,000 in our fund – help us get 
there with your gift!

We invest all donations in an 

endowment fund, spending only 
the interest to provide grants to 
local community groups. As our 
endowment grows, we have been 
able to support cultural events, 
environmental education, programs 
for children, new parents and youth, 
hospice and seniors’ housing, 
outdoor recreation, safety services, 
food security and more. Since we 
first began distributing grants, we 
have helped over 30 deserving 
organizations. You can find a 
complete list on our website. 

A donation for Giving Tuesday 
is a gift you can feel really good 
about! 

November 29 is Giving Tuesday

submitted
DIY or Do It Yourself was on 

display recently at the Nakusp Public 
Library when a patron explained that 
she had been busy installing a new 
washing machine. The staff person 
checking out this woman’s books 
expressed admiration at her tackling 
such a project and explained that she 
herself couldn’t do anything like that. 
The patron replied that when living by 
oneself, one has to learn to do a lot and 
then she went on to describe how she 
had replaced her toilet, did a plumbing 
job under the sink, laid new flooring, 
and was staining some hardiplank 
because she wanted a special look 
that required her doing this herself. 
This patron has found the library’s 
collection profoundly helpful in her 
many fix-it jobs. Full disclosure – she 
has also found YouTube helpful, but… 
if one doesn’t have a computer, the 

Nakusp Library helps you do it yourself 
library offers free use of computers.

In our neck of the woods, there is 
a lot of DIY always going on, and the 
Nakusp Public Library has a host of 
books and magazines and videos that 
can help navigate life and its chores 
from the cradle to the grave.

The cradle is covered by materials 
about pregnancy and caring for babies, 
making that cradle, crocheting and 
knitting baby clothes, and making toys 
for babies. As that baby grows, there 
are books about child development 
and parenting, helping children learn 
to read, learn to love reading and be 
successful in school, and there are 
books about living with teenagers.

Helpful to many in our community 
are books about building and 
remodelling homes, home decoration, 
gardening and the harvesting and 
storage of the produce, cooking, 
sewing, and building all types of 

things.
Learning about our home place 

and its animals and insects and trees 
and plants is made interesting and 
inviting by the excellent collection at 
the library, which includes field guides 
and binoculars that you can borrow.

And as one goes through life, 
there may be time for travel, spiritual 
pursuits, a need to learn about physical 
health and needs, and, again the library 
is well equipped to help in these areas.

As one nears the end of life, 
information about making wills, 
probate, and estate planning will be 
useful.

And at the end of every day, no 
matter the age, there are few things 
more comforting than a good novel 
or a good movie.

Yes, from cradle to grave and 
every day, your library has you 
covered. Check it out!

submitted
Lucas Myers is back and the 

Langham is thrilled to host the kick-
off of his latest Cromoli Bros show.

After a pandemic-induced hiatus, 
the brothers are hitting the road and 
delighted to begin their multi-year, 
We’ll-See-How-Far-We-Actually-
Get (Could-Just-Be-Grey-Creek-
Who-Knows?) World Tour right 

Lucas Myers’ Cromoli Bros World Tour kicks off at the Langham in Kaslo.

Lucas Myers’ Cromoli Bros return to the Langham
here in Kaslo. The show will feature 
a selection of Cromoli classics with 
a sprinkling of new material, all 
chosen by you, the audience. No two 
shows are the same. 

T h e  C r o m o l i  B r o t h e r s 
Experience inhabits the realm 
between the poignant, the political 
and the absurd, with original tunes 
on harmonium, glockenspiel and 

ukulele. If you know, you know, and 
if you don’t know, come to the show, 
and then you’ll know. Cromoli is not 
appropriate for children, even though 
there are puppets.

November 18, 19 and 20 at 
the Langham Theatre, Kaslo. All 
shows start at 7 pm. Tickets $20 at 
Sunnyside and Willow. langham@
netidea.com.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The volunteers who run the 
Summit Lake Ski and Snowboard 
Area south of Nakusp say they need 
more help – or else.

“A specia l  note  that  we 
desperately need volunteers to help 
with all the things we do at the hill,” 
the Nakusp Ski Club posted on the 
facility’s Facebook page. “Simply 
put, without more help, there may 
be no local ski hill.”

The ski hill, which has been 
in operation since 1961, is seeing 
a changeover in its board as 
members age out, says president 
Eric Waterfield.

“Our board is getting old, and 
we’re looking for some younger 
energy to come help,” he told the 
Valley Voice. “We could use support 

Ski hill sends out mayday 
for more volunteers

at every level.”
It’s even difficult finding paid 

staff to run the facility. Right now, the 
ski hill is trying to find 10 workers 
to fill roles from ski instructors 
to lift operators to inside staff, 
Waterfield said. And they’re looking 
for volunteers to help with numerous 
projects on the go, including 
construction of new equipment 
storage and renovation work on the 
day lodge.

Those big projects, and the 
increasing complexity of operating 
a recreation site, make the need for 
more volunteers essential, he says.

“There’s a lot more liability. 
We always have to be on top of 
everything from safety to proper 
training to have all the proper 
documentation, police checks, and 
so on,” he says. The organization 
now has several vacancies on its 
11-person board.

The ski club will be holding 
a season-pass sale at Nakusp 
Secondary School on November 
26 from 10 am to 2 pm. Interested 
people can learn more about and 
sign up for volunteer opportunities 
at that event.

The Summit Lake Ski Area 
usually opens just after Christmas. It 
has about 250 season ticket holders, 
and records around 4,000 visitors 
annually.

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 

for details
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ALERT - INFORMATION 
URGENTLY NEEDED

Recently the Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS) was 
informed that a single female was going door to door in 
the Slocan Valley posing as a “fund-raiser for the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society” and soliciting money. Whoever is this 
person was not authorized by VWS nor to we fund-raise 
by going door-to-door. 

The matter has been reported to the New Denver RCMP 
who have set up a Fraud file. If you have any information 
such as name(s), description(s), including vehicle and 
licence number or other information please immediately 
contact VWS at 250-358-2333 or send an e-mail to: info@
vws.org or phone VWS Director Wayne McCrory at 250-
358-7796.

Village of 
New Denver 

PUBLIC NOTICES
As the winter season approaches please review 
our snow clearing policies on our website as well 
as other important information/updates that affect 
our community.
115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

by Margaret Scaia, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A four-person committee 
is going to look into an 
assisted living facility for 
New Denver-Silverton.

Jamie Barber, a long-time 
community member, made a 
presentation to council about 
his interest in taking the lead 
on this. He explained that 
assisted living is supportive 
housing which fills a need for 
seniors between what Brouse 
Lodge (independent living) 
and the Pavilion (24-hour care) 
currently offer. It provides 
seniors with independence, 
but also care if needed. He 
said assisted living can be 
privately or publicly funded. 
Barber said that with support 
from council, he would form 
a four-person committee to 
start working on this. He will 
make a similar presentation 
at Silverton council. All 
councillors expressed interest 
in this initiative, and the 
Village will provide him with 
a letter of support.
Fireweed Hub gets 
development permit

The renovation of the 
former Rory’s Restaurant 
building (305 6th Avenue) 
to become the new Fireweed 
Hub with commercial 
kitchen, shared work space 
and community venue is 
one step closer to reality. 
Council agreed to issue a 
development permit for the 
renovation.

This is a project of the 
Silverton Co-Work Society, 
which received a large 
provincial grant last year 
to establish a community 
kitchen and co-work space. 
The society has secured 
a lease with the building 

New Denver council, November 8: Committee to look into assisted living for New Denver-Silverton
owner and has applied for 
a building permit.

The building is on New 
Denver’s main street, which 
is in the Core Commercial 
Development Permit Area 
(DPA). New Denver’s OCP 
(official community plan) 
requires that development 
in the DPA fits in with the 
heritage feel of downtown.

A report by Jessica 
R a y n e r,  c o m m u n i t y 
planner, explains that the 
society proposes changes 
to the sides and rear of 
the building, not the front. 
She says the proposed 
changes are consistent with 
the existing design and 
character of the building.

Now that the society 
has the development 
permit, they just need the 
building permit to begin 
renovations.
Proposed provincial 
riding change

Council will write to the 
BC Electoral Boundaries 
Commission to ask them to 
reconsider their proposal and 
keep the entire Slocan Valley 
in the same riding.

A report  from CAO 
Lisa Scott explains that the 
commission’s preliminary 
report, released October 3, 
recommends splitting the 
Slocan Valley into two 
different ridings. The valley 
south of Silverton would be 
in the Kootenay West riding, 
while the New Denver and 
Silverton area would be in the 
new Kootenay Central riding 
with Nelson and Creston.

Scott points out that 
the Slocan Valley shares 
services such as the Slocan 
Community Health Centre, 
the Slocan Valley Chamber 

o f  Commerce  and  the 
Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission. 
“It does not make sense to 
draw the electoral boundary 
between these communities 
that share so much,” she said.

New Denver will make a 
submission to the commission, 
and will invite the Villages of 
Silverton, Slocan, Nakusp 
and RDCK Areas H and K to 
collaborate on a joint effort to 
oppose the proposed electoral 
boundary changes.
Reserve fund for 
NIMC

C o u n c i l  a g r e e d  t o 
establish a reserve fund for 
the preservation, maintenance 
and restoration of the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre. 
The money set aside in the 
fund will come from NIMC 
operations and donations, 
will be deposited in a separate 
bank account and will be used 
solely for the Nikkei Centre. 
Bylaw 745, 2022, the bylaw 
to establish the reserve fund, 
received first three readings. 
Adoption of the bylaw is 
expected at the next regular 
meeting.
Bear-proof bin

Carol Bell, Silverton 
resident, asked council to 
place a bear-proof garbage 
bin at the pull-out between 
Silverton and New Denver. 
She included photos of piles 
of garbage strewn down the 
hill and at the lakeside. She 
said the bin might “deter 
people from leaving such an 
unsightly/unhygienic mess 
and bear attractants” in that 
area.

Staff will respond to Bell, 
and will discuss this with 
Silverton and Area H. Council 
also suggested that this matter 

be included in New Denver’s 
Solid Waste Study.
Alcohol at Knox 
Hall

New Market Foods was 

given permission to serve 
alcohol at Knox Hall on 
November 18 for a staff 
retirement party. Under the 
Knox Hall Rental Policy, 

alcohol is not permitted unless 
council approves it. Mayor 
Leonard Casley recused 
himself due to a potential 
conflict of interest.

by Margaret Scaia, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

At the inaugural meeting 
of the newly elected New 
Denver council ,  Mayor 
Leonard Casley thanked 
everyone who had run for 
counci l  and welcomed 
incumbents  and newly 
elected councillors to their 
roles for the next four years. 
Eight members of the public 
attended.

Oaths of office were 
read by CAO Lisa Scott 
to all members of council. 
Each councillor signed an 

New Denver council 2022-2026: Councillor Casey Law, Councillor Danika Hammond, Councillor Colin Moss, Councillor 
John Fyke, Mayor Leonard Casley.

New Denver council, November 7: 
Oaths of office and appointments

agreement to abide by the 
conditions of the oath.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g 
appointments were made.

R e g i o n a l  D i s t r i c t 
o f  Cent ra l  Kootenay: 
Mayor Leonard Casley 
(director); Councillor John 
Fyke (al ternate) .  West 
K o o t e n a y  B o u n d a r y 
Regional Hospital District: 
Mayor Casley (director); 
Councillor Fyke (alternate). 
Recreation Commission 
#6: Councillor Casey Law; 
Council lor  Colin Moss 
(alternate). Slocan Valley 

Economic Development 
Commission: Councillor 
Law;  Counci l lor  Moss 
(alternate). Rosebery Trails 
& Parklands Commission: 
Councillor Law; Councillor 
Danika Hammond (alternate). 
Ktunaxa Kinbasket Treaty 
Advisory  Commit tee : 
Councillor Hammond. Fire 
Department Committee: 
Councillor Moss. Health 
Advisory  Commit tee : 
C o u n c i l l o r  M o s s . 
Sustainability Committee: 
C o u n c i l l o r s  L a w  a n d 
Hammond.

by Jan McMurray
Trying to use the ATM at the 

New Denver branch of KSCU 
during the last two weeks of 
October was often a frustrating 
experience, as the machine 
was down intermittently. It 
has been working for cash 
withdrawals consistently since 
November 3, but was still not 
accepting deposits by press time 
on Monday, November 14.

“The solution took longer 
than we would have liked 
but we’re happy the ATM is 
now up and running for cash 
withdrawals after the hard 
work and commitment of the 
team in our New Denver and 
Nakusp branches,” said Colleen 
Yee, a senior manager with 
the credit union. “There is one 
outstanding issue with deposits 
which should be solved once we 
install the new part. The ATM 
on average is used primarily 
for cash withdrawals so we 
are hopeful the disruption for 
our members has been greatly 

New Denver KSCU ATM down intermittently for two weeks
reduced until the new part is 
installed.”

Yee said diagnosing the 
problems and implementing the 
solutions were quite complex 
in this case. “Unfortunately, 
one part replacement and 
various technical issues started 
a series of events that led to the 
downtime,” she said. “The first 
solution was put in place and the 
machine has been working for 
withdrawals since November 
3. Currently, the ATM is not 
accepting deposits but a part has 
been ordered and is on its way.”

To  in form members , 
Yee said signage was posted 
at  the branch,  managers 
communicated directly to 
members, and there was a post 
on the KSCU website under 
‘Service Status’ near the bottom 
of the Home page.

Fortunately, New Denver 
has another ATM for cash 
withdrawals, at the Canco store.

Yee reports that there are 
no branches that currently 

have the same ATM issue at 
this time. “Having said that, 
ATMs at other locations have 
experienced various issues from 
time to time and we take the 
same approach and diligence in 
all situations,” she said.

Branch hours were extended 
last month. The New Denver 
and Kaslo branches are now 
open 9:30 am-4:30 pm Monday 
and Wednesday, and 9:30 am-5 
pm on Friday. The Nakusp and 
South Slocan branches are open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 
am-4:30 pm except on Friday, 
when they are open until 5 pm.

The hours were reduced 
in April. The New Denver and 
Kaslo branches lost two days per 
week of service (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays), and all branches 
were only open for cash service 
from 9:30 am to 3 pm on the 
days they were open.

“We were very excited to 
announce the updated hours 
and for the opportunity to act on 
member feedback. There are no 

current plans in place to expand 
hours further; however, we will 
continue to keep monitoring 
and making decisions in the 
best interests of our members, 
communities and employees 
as we make any future plans,” 
Yee said.

CORRECTION
In our October 20 issue, 

we reported that New Denver 
had a 99.5% voter turnout in 
the recent municipal election. 
That statement was based on 
information found at www.
civicinfo.bc.ca. However, 
the estimated number of 
New Denver voters was not 
up to date at election time, 
mainly because of the recent 
extension of the boundaries 
of the Village of New Denver. 
CAO Lisa Scott reported that 
during the election, 109 people 
registered as new voters in the 
Village. So in fact, there were 
528 registered voters and 417 
cast ballots – a 79% turnout.
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Denver. Come and learn about the Green 
Burial Ground, join the society, become 
part of this inspirational project! Email 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with any 
questions.

SLOCAN PARK HALL XMAS CRAFT 
FAIR - 3036 Hwy 6, Sunday, November 20, 
10 am to 4 pm.
CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY 
ANNUAL CRAFT FAI AT THE SLOCAN 
VALLEY LEGION 502 Harold St. Slocan, 
Sunday, November 20 from 10 am to 3 
pm. Come out and support our artisans! 
Only $1.00 admission. Door prizes! Soup, 
sandwiches & goodies available. Fortis has 
promised power for the Legion despite the 
scheduled power outage. We look forward 
to seeing you!

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 

also like to express my appreciation and 
love to my family and friends. I know that 
my recovery was in large part due to my 
children’s unwavering love and dedication 
to ensuring I never spent one day alone on 
this scary and arduous journey home. I felt 
their presence and constant love. I may 
have a few health hurdles ahead but I feel 
comfortable that with the continued care 
provided by my doctors, nurses and family, 
everything will be okay.

-Isabel Reitmeier 
WE WISH TO THANK the Veterans 
Affa i r s  Canada  Commemora t ive 
Partnership Program for their funding 
assistance to help support the New Denver-
Silverton Remembrance Day ceremony 
this year.

-Royal Canadian Legion Slocan Valley 
Branch #276

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
NEW DENVER FOOD BANK is open 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 
2:30 to 4:30. December 10 is the deadline 
to register for Christmas hampers.
KOOTENAY PARENTS CIRCLE 
OF SUPPORT  seeking volunteers 
to support families with new babies. 
Mothers, grandmothers, people with 
infant experience, please call Apple Tree 
Maternity at 250-354-3884 or email 
appletreematernity@gmail.com
FOREVER GREEN - Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Society seeks lifetime members 
to support New Denver’s new Green 
Burial Ground. Please e-transfer $20 to 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com with 

contact info, or mail $20 with details to 
SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan.

I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND a huge 
thank you to all the nurses, doctors and 
ambulance attendants that took such good 
care of me during my time in hospital 
from Slocan Community Health Centre 
to Trail Regional Hospital, from Kelowna 
General Hospital to Arrow Lakes Hospital. 
All the health care facilities and staff were 
kind, patient and extremely dedicated to 
ensuring my successful recovery. I would 

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

CARD OF THANKS

CLASSIFIED ADS

CRAFT FAIRS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

New hours:
Tuesday – Saturday 
10:30 am – 4:00 pm
Closed Sun & Mon

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ADVERTISING
Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Are you looking for 
ways to optimize 

your personal 
finances?

Noah Lundy
(250)800-9250

ST ANTHONY’S PARISH annual 
Christmas flea market. Nov 26, 10-2 at the 
Bosun Hall. Phone Bev Casley to rent a 
table: 250-358-7771.
SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY AGM - You’re invited to 
the 15th Anniversary SLSS AGM, 
Saturday, November 19, 10 am. In 
person at New Denver Knox Hall or for 
zoom link contact: slocanlss@gmail.
com. Informative presentations and 
refreshments.

VALHALLA FINE ARTS Annual 
General Meeting. Please join us for tea 
and treats at the Knox Hall on Sunday, 
November 27 at 4 pm.
SLAC PRESENTS WinterFEST! 
December 21, noon-9 pm. Come to the 
Slocan Lake Arts Centre in Silverton to 
celebrate community, the Solstice and the 
merriment of the snowy season. There 
will be food and drink for sale, crafts, tree 
decorating and live music.
SLOCAN LAKE GREEN BURIAL 
SOCIETY first-ever Annual General 
Meeting! Monday, December 5, 7 pm, 
El Dorado (Kildare and Main), New 
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Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
GOOD CONDITION OLDER MODEL 
Caribe hard-bottom inflatable boat. 8’6”. 
Takes up to 18 hp outboard. Comes with 
trailer & pump $1550. 16’ near new 
green metal TARTER fence gate $280. 
Milled selection-logged lumber, different 
dimensions. 1 x 6’s, 4 x 4’s, 6 x 6’s, etc. Dfir 
planks up to 15”-18” wide with live edges. 
1½” thick. Ideal for counter tops, picnic 
tables, benches, etc. Reasonable prices. 
Phone 250-358-7796. Hills. 

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
MOUNTAIN ASH NATUROPATHIC 
MEDICINE • Virtual Clinic • Accepting 
new patients • Book online: www.

COMMUNITY

PETS

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

November 25,
2022

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

HOSPICE

HELP WANTED

HEALTH
MOVING SALE

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 
for details

NOTICESdrashleyromanchuk.com • Questions? 
Email: info@drashleyromanchuk.com • 
Invest in your Health.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
needed part-time for local financial firm. 
The successful applicant will be positive, 
detail-oriented, an effective communicator, 
and willing to learn. Own computer 
required. Training provided. To apply, email 
kia@richlundy.com.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, 
support at end of life. Contact Gina 
Chapin: admin@newdenverhospice.
ca or 250-358-7828.

MUST SELL EVERYTHING - Antiques: 
furniture: dressers, bookcases, stain glass 
lamps, mirrors, etc. Household: pictures, 
cooking equipment, dishes, pots, platters, 
plates, many more. Outside furniture: 
chairs, lounges with cushions. Clothing: 
leather jackets. Phone 250-355-2254 to 
make an appt. Open 10-4 on weekends. 
7729 Loyola Rd., Lemon Creek.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER 
DRUGS a problem in your life? AA, 
NA and ACA (Adult Children of 
Alcoholics/Dysfunctional Families), 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; 
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: New 
Denver, 250-551-4043. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. 
For ACA (adult children of alcoholics): 
Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and 
want help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 
24/7 at 1-888-353-CARE to discuss 
your options or go directly to Arrow 
Lakes Hospital or your local emergency 
room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training 
class. Find the AMAZING in your dog. 
www.proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-

0006. Valhalla Path Realty.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULL-
CYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES. 
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal 
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience 
with excellent references. QuickBooks 
desktop and online versions. Contact 
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com

NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE? 
12’x12’ basement storage units available 
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844 
for details.
“WETT” CERTIFIED INSPECTIONS 
& Consultations - KF Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. Serving the West Kootenays for over 
44 years. Charles (Doug) Burton 250-
355-0089.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.
BOOK WANTED: Window in the 
Rock by Gene Peterson. Please phone 
Jamie Barber, 250-358-7269.

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

WANTED
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim ReillySOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

“WETT” CERTIFIED 
INSPECTIONS & 

Consultations – 
KF Kootenay Furnace Ltd. 
Serving the West Kootenays for over 44 years. 

Charles (Doug) Burton 
250-355-0089

submitted
On Thursday, December 1, the 

second in Taghum Community Hall’s 
Food for Thought series welcomes 
Dr. Selena Davis for a presentation 
and discussion entitled ‘Engaging the 
Patient Citizen: Driving Meaningful 
Change.’ Food for Thought begins 
with a potluck dinner – a chance to 
meet neighbours and new friends 
over a shared meal – and then engage 
in learning and dialogue. The event 
begins with dinner at 6 pm.

Selena Davis is passionate about 
empowering the patient citizen, 
particularly within healthcare 
information systems. She brings a Dr. Selena Davis will speak at Taghum Hall about patient empowerment.

Positive change in healthcare presentation comes to Taghum Hall
depth and breadth of local, national, 
and international healthcare systems 
work and research experience. In BC, 
she has worked with the Ministry of 
Health, health authorities, Doctors 
of BC, Patient Safety and Quality 
Council, Divisions of Family 
Practice, and private physician 
clinics. She is an adjunct professor 
at UBC, Faculty of Medicine, 
Department of Family Practice and 
UVIC, School of Health Information 
Science.

“When patients and healthcare 
providers are engaged in the design of 
healthcare processes and information 
technologies, system transformation 

happens,” Selena explains. “As 
empowered patient citizens, we can 
enable positive change.”

Selena is joined by a panel of local 
patient partners: Mindy Smith, Paul 
Burgener, and Win Mott. The patient 
partners will share how their patient 
voices have resulted in valuable 
healthcare impact at the grassroots 
and provincial levels. Using 
storytelling to share knowledge, 
experiences, and opportunities to act, 
the evening promises to be engaging 
and enlightening.

There is no registration required 
for this free event; anyone interested 
is asked to bring a curious mind and 

a dish to share. Food for Thought 
is supported by a Neighbourhood 

Small Grant through The Vancouver 
Foundation.

submitted
There is merriment and even 

elfishness afoot at Taghum Community 
Hall, where plans are underway for 
the annual Winter Celebration on 
Saturday, December 3 from 2 to 7pm.

“Oh, the fun we’ll have,” chortled 
Taghum Hall’s resident elf. “The 
children have been learning their 
parts for this year’s play, ‘Santa Claus 
and the Naughty Gnomes,’ and the 
musicians have been tuning up to play 
for us in the gazebo. It’s going to be a 
wonderful time for all ages.”

The gnomes will be confined 
to the stage, the elf reported, so 
everything will be hunky dory, from 
the wonderful wares of local artisans 
to all sorts of bountiful baking and 
general deliciousness. Once again, 
the event features a ‘Kids Only’ 
market, where young folks can shop 

Elfishness is afoot at Taghum Hall’s Winter Celebration
for friends and family and stretch their 
weekly allowances thanks to bargain 
prices.

“Best of all, the Jolly Old Elf 
himself – my distant cousin Nick – is 
coming all the way from the North 

Pole,” said the local elf. “It’s been a 
whole year since we’ve seen him!”

Admission is by donation. Smiling 

is required, and twinkling strongly 
encouraged. For all things Taghum 
Hall, please visit taghumhall.ca.

Santa, an elfish helper, and a small enthusiast look forward to another Winter Celebration at Taghum Hall.
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by Moe Lyons
On November 1, New 

Denver celebrated its first annual 
Day of the Dead celebration 
at the Slocan Lake Green 
Burial Ground (GBG). More 
than 70 people participated, 
singing songs, reading poetry, 
and telling stories about their 
departed loved ones. 

T h e  G B G ,  s i t u a t e d 
south of and adjacent to the 
New Denver Cemetery, was 
festively decorated with 
canvas structures, one of 
which sheltered an array of 
beautiful objects and pictures 
of those participants wanted 
to remember. Song sheets 
were distributed, and people 
gathered around a bonfire to 
join local singers in such songs 
as ‘Breaths’ by Sweet Honey in 

Gitta Ridder, organizer of the Day of the Dead celebration at the Slocan Lake Green Burial Ground in New Denver.

Day of the Dead celebrated in New Denver
the Rock. 

The celebration, put on by 
the Slocan Lake Green Burial 
Society, was very well received 

and gave the community 
an opportunity to see the 

lovely piece of land which 
will become home, as event 

organizer Gitta Ridder says, to 
our “underground community.”
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submitted
Don’t miss the live music events 

the next two Saturday nights at the 
Slocan Lake Arts Centre in Silverton.

Tractorgrease Great Creator Jeff 
Bonner has hosted over 1,000 live 

Jeff Bonner hosts two live Saturday night music events at the Slocan Lake Art Centre in 
cooperation with the Slocan Lake Arts Council.

Live music at Slocan Lake Arts Centre
music events and plans are in place 
to share his passion with the folks of 
the Slocan Valley. In cooperation with 
the Slocan Lake Arts Council, the arts 
centre will host Songwriters Unite!!! 
on November 19 and an open mic/

acoustic jam on November 26. Both 
shows start at 7 pm and admission is 
by donation.

Songwriters Unite!!! is a musical 
experience where four songwriters 
share the stage, their stories and songs. 

Hosted by Tractorgrease Great Creator 
Jeff Bonner, it’s a great time.

Bonner, a musical entrepreneur and 
chippy defenseman, has played with 
many acts: Relic’s Jetboat, Tamihi, 
The DIrt and The Tractorgrease Folk. 
It’s like Prine, Cash and Stompin Tom 
rolled with some BC Bud.

Guests include Gemma Luna, Sam 
Harrison and Christa Rebman.

Gemma Luna is a multidisciplinary 
artist from the Slocan Valley who 
hustles her head off with several 
soul-sustaining pursuits, and with 
infrequent regularity takes to the stage 
with her music – be it playing her 
songs or wild carding it with a loop 

machine and guitar.
Sam Harr ison is  a  mult i -

instrumentalist and songwriter whose 
musical projects (Hieronymo, Reuben 
and the Dark) have taken him all over 
the world and home to New Denver.

Chris ta  Rebman,  a  s inger 
songwriter from Nakusp and member 
of The Trippin’ Lankies, will be 
strummin’ her guitar and playing 
home-grown Kootenay folk.

For the open mic/acoustic jam on 
November 26, bring your instrument 
and share your tunes. All styles and 
abilities welcome. Get comfy on 
stage and meet our friendly musical 
community.


