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Recommended changes to the 
provincial riding boundaries in the 
West Kootenay are mostly getting 
thumbs-up from observers – but some 
are concerned.

Last month, the BC Electoral 
Boundaries Commission handed down 
its preliminary report on redistributing 
the province’s ridings. The biggest 
change in this region would see the 
Silverton, New Denver, Nakusp and 
Trout Lake areas moved over to the 
Nelson-Creston riding (to be renamed 
‘Kootenay Central’). The Kootenay 
West riding would be extended west 
up to the outskirts of Grand Forks, 
adding Christina Lake to make up for 
the loss in the North Slocan Valley 
population. (see ‘Redrawn electoral 
boundaries would see Slocan Valley 
carved in two,’ Valley Voice, October 
20, 2022, p. 9.)

The head of the electoral boundaries 
commission noted there were some 
large changes recommended, but said 
commissioners have to try to make all 
ridings roughly the same size, while 
balancing that with other factors that 
affect representation – like travel and 
communications challenges within 
a riding.

“Some people proposed to reduce 
from four to three electoral districts 
in this area,” said Commission Chair 
and Supreme Court Justice Nitya Iyer 
at a hearing in Nelson in October. 
“We felt that would be one way of 
doing it, but the principle of effective 
representation required us to consider 
whether readjusting the population 
could address that problem of being 
below the usual deviation range, and 
effective representation would be 
enhanced if all four Kootenay ridings 
were within that range.”
MLAs to weigh in

Probably the people most affected 
by the proposed changes are members 
of the legislative assembly, whose 
very work is defined by a riding’s 
boundaries. Both provincial MLAs The BC Electoral Boundaries Commission has released its proposal for changes to provincial ridings.

Riding boundary changes raise representation challenges, say MLAs 
for the West Kootenay were careful 
to point out that the commission’s 
work is non-partisan and praised the 
commission’s members for their hard 
work. But they have concerns.

“When I first looked at the maps, 
my initial reaction was ‘I love the 
communities of New Denver and 
Nakusp, and it would be awesome to 
spend more time there!’” says Nelson-
Creston MLA Brittny Anderson. But 
then the reality sank in, she says. 

The redistribution would put some 
of the people she represents more than 
three hours away by a difficult, and 
logistically very challenging, drive.

“Whatever the final decision, I’ll 
work really hard for those people 
I represent in the communities I 
represent,” she told the Valley Voice. 
“It does concern me that by extending 
the boundaries – and I completely 
respect the work of the commission 
– but by expanding the communities 
I represent, it makes it that much 
more challenging to be an effective 
representative in all of those areas…  
even if I love them so much.”

The MLA for Kootenay West 
said she was concerned about 
having to drive two hours through 
a neighbouring riding just to get to 
visit a part of her constituency, the 
Arrow Lakes communities of Burton, 
Fauquier and Edgewood south of 
Nakusp.

“It would be great if we still 
had paddlewheelers,” jokes Katrine 
Conroy. While she agreed the 
commission had a tough job, she’s 
not sure they found quite the right 
solution.

“I understand they have to get the 
numbers more even across ridings,” 
she added. “But whereas in the Lower 
Mainland they might be shifting 
neighbourhoods to do that, here 
they’re moving whole communities.”

Road conditions, distance and the 
limits of electronic communication 
will all impact residents in the affected 
ridings, she believes. Conroy said not 
only would it be harder for her to get 

to meetings (she has one of the highest 
passes in the province in her riding), 
but people in the affected regions will 
see big travel changes to meet their 
local MLA.

“It’s just from a rural perspective, 
I don’t know how easy It would be 
to represent people that far away,” 
she says. 
Nakusp opposed

Most municipal governments 
have yet to take up the issue, and 
Silverton and Kaslo are expected to 
discuss the changes in the next week 
or two. Nakusp, however, moved 
quickly to pan the recommended 
changes, which would see the Village 
in one riding, but some of its outlying 
suburbs in another.

In an official response, the mayor 
of Nakusp said he was concerned 
the changes, which would see 
communities south of the Village 
remain in Kootenay West, would “in 
fact divide our community and its 
voices.”

“Nakusp is very much a part of the 
Arrow Lake Valley, which includes 

its southern communities of Burton, 
Fauquier and Edgewood,” Mayor Tom 
Zeleznik wrote to the commission. 
“We are a sub-region separate from the 
Slocan and Kootenay Lake Valleys on 
multiple levels and it’s distinguishable 
from the rest of the proposed new 
riding boundary.”

Zeleznik says he worries that with 
the population centres of the new 
riding two to three hours away, “our 
community’s voices will continue 
to be marginal and peripheral to the 
riding.”

The letter requests that Nakusp, 
the outlying community of Brouse and 
the rest of the southern Arrow Lakes 
remain in the Kootenay West riding.
Input sought

Reaction, otherwise, has been 
muted. An October hearing in Nelson 
attracted only one commenter. And at 
a province-wide online public hearing 
the next day, only about five people 
showed up to make a presentation.

While most overall commended 
the commission for its decisions, an 
East Kootenay resident wasn’t as 

impressed. Jenna Williams, who lives 
on the outskirts of Cranbrook, said 
she objected to her MLA now being 
centred three hours’ drive away, in 
Revelstoke. 

“I am and always have been a 
citizen of the East Kootenays, which 
I feel is part of my identity,” she said. 
“I feel it is important to continue to 
be classified in an East Kootenay 
riding – not only due to my ties to 
culture and society, but I feel I am 
better represented by my political 
representatives in the East Kootenay 
sector.”

The commission is planning to 
hold more live public hearings this 
month in the Lower Mainland and 
Victoria. Rural British Columbians 
are getting another online meeting 
opportunity on November 8. Details 
can be found at https://bcebc.ca/
public-hearings/. Written submissions 
are also accepted until November 22.

Then the commission begins its 
deliberation on final recommendations, 
with a report due to the legislature in 
spring of 2023.
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ENDANGERED 
WHITEBARK PINE  

About ¾ of Canada’s whitebark pine are in 
B.C. Among Canada’s most endangered 
trees, thousands have been logged even 
after being listed as endangered under the 
federal Species at Risk Act. As valley-bot-
tom forests were depleted, logging moved 
upslope into whitebark pine habitat. Likely 
to end as pulp, they’re cut when in the way 
of more desirable species.

by Jan McMurray
T h e  b a n q u e t  a t  t h e  B C 

Community Forest Association’s 
recent conference in Nakusp was a 
wonderful celebration of 20 years of 
community forestry in BC, featuring 
an address by Minister of Forests 
Katrine Conroy, the presentation 
of the Robin Hood Award for 
Excellence in Community Forestry, 
and the screening of a video produced 
for the occasion.

“This is a great opportunity to 
celebrate community forests in BC,” 
said Minister Conroy in her address 
to the large roomful of community 
forest delegates. “Community forests 
put communities in the driver’s seat, 
and they create a more diversified 
forest economy. Thank you for 20 
years of community forestry in BC.”

Conroy said the ministry had 
heard the message “loud and clear” 
that community forests don’t want 
tabular stumpage rates to change. 
“I’m pleased to announce that there 
isn’t going to be a change at this 
time – but we are looking at it – but 
for the majority of you in this room, 
the tabular rates will not be changed,” 
she said.

20 years of community forestry celebrated at BCCFA conference banquet in Nakusp
Conroy also said the government 

is doubling funding for wildfire 
risk reduction, which will create 
thousands of local jobs, and that 
the ministry is working on a new 
agreement with First Nations that will 
double the amount of tenure held by 
Indigenous licencees and revamp the 
revenue-sharing model with them.

“Everyone wants resilient, 
sustainable and inclusive forestry – 
where First Nations are full partners, 
and where we can take care of our 
ancient forests. I have nine grandkids 
and I want to make sure they can 
work in forestry, or live and work 
and play in the forest,” Conroy said.

The minister presented the 
Robin Hood Memorial Award for 
Excellence in Community Forestry 
to the Wetzink’wa Community Forest 
Corporation, the licensee responsible 
for managing the community forest 
tenure jointly held by the Town of 
Smithers and the Village of Telkwa, 
in partnership with the Office of the 
Wet’suwet’en.

A brief history of the BC 
Community Forest Association was 
given by Susan Mulkey, the BCCFA’s 
manager of communication and 
extension. She said the association 
started in March 2002 in a room in 
Victoria with 40 people who had 
received or were hoping to receive 
pilot community forest agreements. 

“There was a visceral tension in the 
room because some people thought 
that only those doing ecosystem-
based management should be allowed 
to join. But we decided it was going 
to be an association for everyone,” 
she said. “We set our principles 
around openness, honesty, transparent 
communications, inclusivity, and 
respect and those guiding principles 
have held us together and helped us 

build partnerships.” The association 
started out with 10 members and 
now has 48.

A video created in celebration of 
the 20th anniversary of community 
forestry was well received by the 
crowd. Produced by UBC forestry 
student Natasha Silva as part of her 
internship with the BCCFA, the 
film is a collection of stories from 
several community forests around 

the province.
The BCCFA board of directors 

was called up to the stage, and 
Director Randy Spyksma said, “It’s 
easy to be a board member when 
you have a good management team.” 
The management team is: Jennifer 
Gunter, executive director; Susan 
Mulkey, manager of communication 
and extension, and Carly Dow, 
administrative assistant. 

Minister of Forests Katrine Conroy presents the Robin Hood Award for Excellence in Community Forest to representatives of the Wetzink’wa 
Community Forest Corporation at the recent BCCFA conference in Nakusp.

BCCFA staff: Susan Mulkey (manager of communication and extension), Jennifer Gunter 
(executive director), and Carly Dow (administrative assistant).

Susan Mulkey presents Minister Katrine Conroy with a gift of wood art made by a local artisan.
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While community forest 
managers say they are leading 
the way on sustainable forestry 
practices, they watch as major 
timber companies still take up 
most of BC’s annual allowable 
cut. Community forests only get 
3% of the allotted timber harvest, 
allowing big industry to cut the 
lion’s share of trees.

This was the prevailing message 
at the BC Community Forest 
Association’s conference held in 
Nakusp October 19-21.

“We talk about community 
forests demonstrating how to do 
that long-term stewardship on the 
landscape but we’re unwilling to 
expand beyond the 3%,” said Lori 
Daniels, director of the UBC Tree 
Ring Lab. “Frankly, in the timber 
harvesting land base where big 
industry is functioning, we’re not 
seeing the kinds of quality forest 
stewardship that we want.”

The assembly marked the 20th 
anniversary of the BCCFA and 
was the first in-person conference 
since 2019. Organizers expected 
about 120 attendees and ended up 
with close to 200. The conference 
brought together representatives 
of many of the province’s 60 
community forests  to  hear 
presentations from experts and 
provincial government officials.

The BCCFA invited leading 
experts to speak on such hot-
button forestry topics as old-growth 
management, First Nations tenure 
ownership and wildfire resilience.
Old growth

Attendees  and speakers 
expressed an overwhelming desire 
to end the old-growth deferrals 
that have been in place since 
November 2021. Always meant to 
be temporary until a better plan is 
developed, these deferrals set aside 
stands of old forest within an area 
of 2.6 million hectares identified 
as ‘at risk’ in the Old Growth 
Strategic Review commissioned 
by the provincial government – the 
Province’s response to a wave of 
anti-logging protests, including 
the Fairy Creek blockade, and the 
resulting negative publicity.

The arrangement has not 
satisfied many stakeholders, with 
conservation groups pointing to 
areas where old-growth stands are 
left out of deferral zones and are 
actively being logged. The BCCFA 
president’s report acknowledges 
this, saying many of the deferred 
areas don’t match the criteria 
for ‘old growth,’ largely due to 
inaccurate data.

Rep re sen t a t i ve s  o f  t he 
provincial government at the 
conference agreed. “We need to 
move off the deferrals and take a 
look at how we are managing old 
forests into the future,” said Julie 
MacDougall, executive director for 
strategic initiatives at the Office of 
the Chief Forester.

The Province’s aim is now to 
design a plan allowing for old-
growth trees to be managed as part 

Nakusp hosts BC Community Forest Association conference
of an intertwined ecosystem rather 
than putting wholesale area-specific 
bans on logging. The provincial 
government is trying to convince 
those interested in protecting the 
trees to get on board with this.

“In the early conversations 
with conservation-minded folks, 
they’re nervous that industry’s 
going to take this and do the wrong 
thing, and all this is a timber grab,” 
Associate Deputy Minister of 
Forests Eamon O’Donoghue told 
conference attendees.

O’Donoghue said the Province 
is now working to implement all 
14 recommendations of the 2020 
Old Growth Strategic Review, 
a major re-working of forestry 
planning undertaken by Registered 
Professional Foresters Garry 
Merkel and Al Gorley. Merkel is 
also a Tahltan Nation member and 
leader in First Nations forest policy 
development. He was on hand to 
discuss the review and promote 
the new landscape management 
approach.

The main objective of the 
new approach is to create healthy 
forest ecosystems, emphasizing the 
need for a truly effective strategy 
with broad public support. The 
previous strategy from 1992 
ended up generating skepticism 
from conservationists about the 
Province’s sincerity after most 
of its proposals weren’t fully 
implemented.

Merkel spoke of the need to 
maintain connections between 
areas of old growth, not simply 
fence them off in a patchwork 
fashion. The review recommends 
deferrals only in areas deemed 
‘high risk’ and facing the immediate 
threat of loss to logging.

“I was up in Prince George 
and we’ve got little islands on top 
of the mountains,” he said. “Turns 
out those darn caribou don’t just 
live above 6,500 feet. In fact they 
go from this mountain to that 
mountain. They gotta think, how 
do I get down there, how do I get 
across there without getting eaten, 
with my baby.”

The review goes on to detail 
how this island-like approach 
makes areas more susceptible to 
beetle kill and wildfire.

“If we take that approach, it is 
not going to matter, it’s not going 
to work,” O’Donoghue said of the 
current deferral areas. “They are 
literally going to burn or die.”

The intention now is to maintain 
the health of the forests, particularly 
in the face of climate change. 
The review makes the case that 
forestry decisions must be made 
locally, with real monitoring and 
enforcement.
First Nations 
involvement

W i t h  t h e  P r o v i n c e ’ s 
commitment to reconciliation a high 
priority, First Nations involvement 
in these decision-making processes 
is now a must.

“We have to recognize that 
First Nations own vast tracts of the 
province – that it belongs to them,” 

O’Donoghue said. “If First Nations 
are involved in the sector, there 
will be a lot more support for the 
sector.” He added that community 
forests are taking the lead on 
creating working partnerships with 
First Nations.

Another flash point at the 
conference was the Province’s 
plan to address the disparity 
between stumpage rates charged 
to community forests (known as 
‘tab rates’) and those charged to 
First Nations on non-community 
forest tenures. 

The tab rate charged to 
community forests takes into 
account the costs for community 
forests to maintain their land, and 
the fear is that if they lose these 
pricing supports, they would no 
longer be able to compete with 
major timber industry players. 

BCCFA representatives were 
clear they do support First Nations 
getting an equal deal – they just 
don’t want to lose out in the process. 

Provincial officials at the 
conference sought to allay their 
fears. Doug Kelly, director of 
the Forest Tenures branch, said 
there is support for addressing 
the disparity but nowhere does 
the government’s intentions paper 
on the topic say they are looking 
to change the arrangement for 
community forests. “That’s not 
what it says. I want to be really clear 
on this,” Kelly said. “Tab rates are 
important for community forests 
and woodlots – more important 
than the revenue generated back to 
the Province.”
Wildfire resilience

T h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t 
communities from wildfire is of 
critical importance in BC and 
presentations at the conference 
detailed some of the actions being 
taken and the work still to be done. 
Some of these efforts include 
thinning trees and removing debris, 
controlled burns and planting more 
fire-resistant tree species.

As community forests mostly 
exist near populated areas, it makes 
sense to focus risk reduction efforts 
within community forest tenures.

L o r i  D a n i e l s  a n d  K e a 
Rutherford from the UBC Tree 
Ring Lab presented their findings 
from looking at wildfire mitigation 
projects done by the Nakusp 
Community Forest (NACFOR) 
and the Slocan Valley Community 
Forest (SIFCo). Results indicate 
less intense and less destructive 
fires occurred in areas receiving 
fuel reduction treatments.

They also compared treated 
and untreated areas near Logan 
Lake following fires in 2021, with 
similar results.

Funding for wildfire risk 
reduction projects is easier to attain 
when they accomplish parallel 
goals like improving recreation 
opportunities or wildlife habitat, 
according to Steve Kozuki, the 
executive director of the Forest 
Enhancement Society of BC. The 
FESBC allocates funds for these 
sorts of projects.

“The natural conclusion is 
you, community forests, are very 
well suited because you have been 
doing all these things for a very 
long time,” Kozuki told attendees.

BCCFA President Brcko 
contrasted this with the efforts 
made by major timber companies 
that he said were simply focused 
on getting “loads to the mill” and 
“not practicing fuel reduction work 
at all.”
Community Forest 
expansion

Many people at the conference 
expressed a desire to see expanded 
community forest tenures and new 
community forests. Provincial 
officials, however, cautioned not 
to expect large-scale expansion 
anytime soon.

“One of the most common 
questions I get is, ‘How do I get a 
community forest?’” said Marley 
Chewter, the Selkirk District 
authorizations officer for the 
Ministry of Forests. “I’ve heard this 
from many, many communities in 
our district. I’ve also heard this a lot 
from First Nations in our district.”

O’Donoghue said that with 
First Nations partnership, new 
community forest tenures could be 
granted but that the “timber supply 
is so tight” and “the ability to move 
and expand is limited.” He said 
provincial government take-backs 
of tenures were highly unlikely at 
this point to expand community 
forests.

According to O’Donoghue, the 
Province wants to see more well-
paying forestry jobs, better land 
management and more First Nations 
engagement in forestry. It was clear 
from the conference sessions that 
community forest managers believe 
they are leading in these areas while 
the rest of the timber industry lags 
behind. BCCFA President George 
Brcko said that though community 
forests continue to put out best 
practices, they still face the reality 
of being stuck with only 3% of 
BC’s allowable cut.

“Major licensees are finishing 
off cuts as fast as possible,” Brcko 
said. “We’re trying to do the right 
thing with the minimal amount 
of money and smallest land base 
possible.”

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

Good Resource Management benefits 
everyone, say community forest advocates.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Local 
Conservation 
Fund Qs

I have questions for Area H Director 
Walter Popoff regarding Bylaw 2811 
Local Conservation Fund Service. Why 
three meetings of the Local Conservation 
group for question and answer and then 
have a yes or no vote two weeks later? 
Why was there no meeting or voting in 
Slocan? Why will property owners only 
pay $15? Can this vote be rescinded?

Robert Barkley, taxpayer, Area H
Trail

Unbelievable
Trees are one of the best carbon sinks 

on this planet, so the planting and saving 
of trees helps offset our use of fossil 
fuels. Our so-called environmentally 
friendly NDP government is allowing 
one of the largest pellet manufacturers 
in BC (owned by Drax Power in the 
UK who burns millions of tons of pellets 
to produce power) to cut down whole 

What About 
David Eby’s 
support from 
unions?

While the NDP’s returning officer 
and the BC NDP executive focus on 
Anjali’s involvement with third party 
environmental organizations signing up 
new members for her leadership bid, I 
would like to know about how much 
support David Eby had from trade 
unions, like the Steelworkers. I have a 
Steelworkers document that is a sample 
of the kind of support David Eby has 
been getting from trade unions.

I thought it was illegal for any non-

individuals to get involved in supporting 
provincial parties, not just environmental 
groups. There seems to be a double 
standard in the BC NDP.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Tax Big Oil
As world leaders prepare for 

the COP27 UN climate conference 
in Egypt, the prime minister has 
been forced to defend his atrocious 
climate record. If he’s really serious 
about climate action, he should 
tax the record-breaking profits the 
fossil fuel industry made this year. 
The European Union passed an 
oil and gas Windfall Profits Tax in 
September. Canada should follow 
their lead.

While everyday people struggle 
with rising inflation and the cost 
of unprecedented climate disasters 
like Hurricane Fiona, the global oil 
and gas sector is on track to make 
a record $US4 trillion in 2022. 
Instead of letting them pocket the 
excessive profits they made from 
supply uncertainty and the war in 
Ukraine, we could be using it to 
support everyday people and speed 
up Canada’s transition to clean, 
affordable energy.

If Trudeau wants to be seen 
as a climate leader, then as a bare 
minimum he should make sure Big 
Oil pays their fair share. That’s why 
I’ve joined thousands of people in 
calling on Trudeau to #TaxBigOil. 

Childhood 
immunization

I recently received a letter from 
John F. Kennedy, Jr., which he sent 
to all his subscribers and members of 
Children’s Health Defense, to inform 
us that the COVID jab is now on the 
childhood immunization schedule 
in the US. He calls this “child abuse 
on a massive scale” and says this is 
“the most lucrative Pharma gravy 
train of all.”

Kennedy Jr. points out that 
we all know the vaccines don’t 
prevent infection or transmission, 
that children’s immune systems 
can fight off the virus, that 90% of 
kids have natural immunity, and the 
vaccines were rushed to market with 
“flimsy testing.”

“Pharma, the FDA and the CDC 
know all of this, too,” he says. “Yet 
they would, callously and with 
impunity, sacrifice innocent children 
at the altar of greed and hubris.”

T h e  n a m e s  o f  h e a l t h 
institutions like CDC and FDA 
are interchangeable with those of 
authorities in BC, in Canada, all 
around the globe. The corruption and 
cover-up with respect to COVID is 
worldwide.

Please parents and fellow 
citizens, stand up and oppose this 

Drugs won
I’d like to congratulate drugs for 

winning the horrendous worldwide 
drug war for the last 70 years! After 
billions of dollars spent on law 
enforcement and the apparatus of 
so-called justice and courts and jails 
and all the support required, drugs 
are now stronger and cheaper than 
ever before. America spearheaded 
the war on drugs and got Canada 
and other countries on board. Time 
to throw in the towel, America – the 
largest drug user in the world by far.

Free up all that anti-drug money 
and promote affordable housing, 
solar panels that can be recycled, 
new ways to generate electricity or 
a pesticide that does not pollute the 
earth for hundreds of years.

Canada has quasi-legalized 
marijuana and President Biden 
recently released federally charged 
prisoners for simple marijuana 
possession. Thailand looks to be the 
new Amsterdam of Asian weed, with 
relaxed cannabis laws there.

I think a great new job for the drug 
cops would be to test questionable 
drugs for the public. Want to decrease 
the deaths by fentanyl mixed with 
Benzos? Legalize drugs across 
the board so people can lawfully 
determine what drugs they truly have 
so they can make a proper decision 
whether to consume them.

Of course drugs won. People have 
been getting high for thousands of 
years and we humans are hard wired 
in our brains to enjoy consciousness 
changing drugs.

Be good nanny states, USA and 
Canada, if you truly want to save 
lives lost to greedy drug dealers 
who don’t mind killing their own 
customers with their adulterated, 
lethal poisonous powders.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

unprecedented crime.
Wulf Mense

Winlaw

You can learn more about the 
campaign at 350.org/TaxBigOil.

Peggy Frith
Winlaw

forests to produce pellets. Someone once 
said you can’t fix stupid, but we can 
come the next election. For your interest, 
check out: policynote.ca/wood-pellet-
monopoly/ – a real eye opener.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Much ado about Zincton
A lot of ink has been spilled on these pages, both in favour of and opposed to the 

proposed Zincton development. Some of it has been sponsored. Some of it has run for 
free as letters to the editor in our Voices from the Valleys. Jan & I don’t discriminate 
against opinions, just libel & hate speech.

The Highway 31A corridor between New Denver and Kaslo is a gem of 
biodiversity. It has a variety of habitats that support a wide range of species. It is also 
home to some of the finest powder skiing in the world.

There is a compelling argument for developing this resource. It has the potential 
to revitalize the villages at both ends of this transportation corridor. It will create jobs 
and lure young families to the area. It may save local schools and medical centres.

There is a compelling argument for not developing this resource. It is excellent 
wilderness habitat for many species, including the iconic grizzly bear and mountain 
caribou. For many years I’ve maintained that New Denver is in the pristine wilderness 
industry. Years of hard work on the part of local environmental organizations has 
resulted in the creation of three large provincial wilderness parks within these 
mountains we call home. Connections between these parks are essential for 
maintaining biodiversity.

I know and like the project proponent, David Harley. He’s lived in New Denver 
long enough to be a local. He raised his family here, and our kids went to school 
together. He’s got a track record as both an environmentalist and a businessman. If 
we must develop this corridor, he’s the guy that I want doing it. He loves and values 
wild places. Another developer might not. Public opinion is divided. Some of us are 
opposed to large-scale development of any kind. Others see this as an opportunity 
to control development and reduce its impact on the landscape and the wildlife that 
depends on it. It is certainly a subject worthy of debate.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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BC NDP and 
Liberal Party 
not so different

As the mantle is being prepared 
to be passed down from King John 
to Prince David for the coronation of 
the new leader of the BC NDP, we 
should all pause to reflect.

One point of reflection should be 
how the BC NDP (no relation to the 
federal NDP) and the BC Liberals 
(no relation to the federal Liberal 
Party) are appearing to act more and 
more like an elderly couple who 
have been together too long in a 
dysfunctional relationship.

The constant bickering and 
sniping between the two goes on and 
on, but they know that it is in their 
own best interests to stay together. 
After all, one of them wins one time, 
and the next time, the other comes 
out on top. The only losers of course 
are the BC electorate. And in truth, 
what is the difference between the 
two parties anyway?

When  the  NDP were  in 
opposition, David Eby was going 
on about the draconian nature of 
the Civil Forfeiture Act, which the 
Liberals introduced. But lo and 
behold, after coming to power, Eby 
did not think that it was such a bad 
idea after all.

How about Murray Rankin 
speaking out about how the Liberals 
were making it harder to access 
freedom of information with the 
changes they made to the act? But 
when the NDP recently introduced 
further changes to make it even 
more difficult to access government 
information, he did not have anything 
to say.

As far back as 2007, Adrian 
Dix was all over the Liberals for 
problems with the healthcare system: 
patients on gurneys in hospital 
hallways, lack of staff, etc., etc., blah, 
blah. The only thing that has changed 
under the NDP that things have gone 

Bears aren’t 
starving and 
luring them 
into town isn’t 
funny

It’s as predictable as the seasons: 
every year from late summer into 
fall, residents conjecture that it must 
be a failure of wild berry crops that 
is the reason for so many bears 
coming into the villages to feed. 
Some people even go so far as to say 
we need to “help” these “starving” 
bears by allowing them to feed in 
towns like New Denver.

This year’s drought lessened the 
huckleberry crop somewhat but there 
are plenty of other things for bears 

New Denver  received Bear 
Smart status in 2015 and through 
participating in that process knows 
full well that bear-attracting nut 
trees such as those in her front yard 
must be picked or properly electric-
fenced.

The notion that the bears are 
starving is a convenient excuse we 
use to sidestep our responsibility to 
remove bear attractants. Without 
human-provided food sources, bears 
would not become accustomed 
to rumbling our outdoor freezers, 
unsecured garbage containers or 
our compost or barbecues or bird 
feeders or fruit and nut trees. Without 
attractants in town, they would stay 
in the woods and forage for wild 
foods.

If you care about bears, then do 
the work: remove or properly secure 
attractants, electric-fence your fruit 
and nut trees.  

Lorna Visser
Hills

Open Letter 
to Chief 
Ambulance 
Officer Leanne 
Heppell

The BC Rural Health Network 
wants to publicly thank you for 
engaging with our board of directors 
yesterday. The ability to engage is 
a significant opportunity for us to 
inform ourselves as a Network and 
to share your insights with rural 
residents and communities across 
BC.

We also wish to acknowledge 
how appreciative we are of your 
approach and ability to speak directly 
to the questions asked by our team. 
Many rural residents have felt left out 
of the conversation on their health 
services. Providing answers and 
honesty to the circumstances rural 
BC faces with our ambulances means 
a great deal to our Network and we 
believe is needed by all 1.5 million 
rural residents.

Some of the items we see as 
being great potentials for improved 
services to our rural populations are 
as follows.

• The temporary agreement made 
with the union is a good step forward. 
We agree rural ambulance service 
has many additional challenges to 
that of urban service provision and 
we believe the financial measures 
taken will help stabilize the system 
for more residents.

Conservation 
and forestry

Now that Area H of the RDCK 
has a new conservation fund, the 
public should not get comfortable 
or fool themselves in believing that 
damaged watersheds or sensitive 
lost fish habitat can be repaired or 
restored. Even though this minimal 
token fund is a novel innovative 
approach to conservation, this 
shouldn’t become an excuse for the 
forestry industry or governments 
to continue current forest practices 
without changing and adding more 
protective measures and setting 
aside more of the land base for 
protection, bringing an equal balance 
of conservation and forestry. We’ve 
known for decades that forestry 
and deforestation is one of the 
leading contributing factors in global 
warming.

T h e  P r o v i n c e  h a s  n o w 
convened an advisory Forestry 
Worker Supports and Community 
Resiliency Council, hoping to 
create new labour-intensive work 
through value-added manufacturing 
and wood products. These are the 
same value-added affairs addressed 
30 years ago in the Kootenays 
through the CORE process panel 
discussions with stakeholders. What 
we got was the same forest practices 
with exemptions in environmental, 
social, economic values. Labour, 
timber supply shortages resulted 
due to technology manufacturing 
and the annual allowable cut, with 
an increase in cost-effective mature 
old-growth logging.

Instead of subsidizing the 
industry during harsh economic 
recessions, maybe the Ministry of 
Forests should have established a 
special conservation fund a long 
time ago with all the profits for 
endangered forestry workers and 
their families. With our so-called 
forestry economic advisory experts 
pondering the same issues in what 
went wrong leading the way, no 
wonder BC is burning up and being 
swept out to sea.

Mike Simpson
New Denver

• BCEHS is working on a plan 
to increase air ambulance services 
throughout the province and giving 
more options for helping the most 
vulnerable in the most isolated 
regions of BC.

• Recent hiring campaigns 
have resulted in high application 
rates. Although many are relocation 
applications, these will also help 
stabilize service when paramedics 
can work closer to their home 
communities.

• Your interest in the work 
being done by communities on 
developing strategies for improving 
their local service and hearing their 
proposals was much appreciated. As 
we continue to engage, we hope to 
share more potential solutions being 
derived from the grassroots of our 
communities.

• You are keen to remove barriers 
to allow for more non-paramedic 
drivers to assist in communities 
facing reduced services and inability 
to transport.

At the meeting, following your 
departure, the entire board stated 
their gratitude for such an open and 
transparent conversation. These 
types of engagements are key to 
keeping the rural residents’ support 
of the BCEHS. We believe your 
approach to us represents a capital 
‘C’ Change in historical interactions 
with the BCEHS. We believe this 
serves as an excellent example to 
other agencies on how to effectively 
engage and interact with their rural 
communities.

Our optimism on changes is 
tempered with our past experiences 
of promises not being kept. This 
skepticism is due to many years of 
less than adequate ambulance service 
in rural communities, but it is also 
due to many years of not having the 
type and level of discussion we had 
yesterday. This was a big step in the 
right direction in our opinion and we 
hope in yours, as well.

Dr. Jude Kornelsen has also 
stated her desire to see participation 
from the BCEHS on our new 
Implementation Committee. The 
Implementation Committee is all 
about bringing rural experiences 
forward and moving evidence-based 
research into policy. The committee’s 
reach is broader than just Emergency 
Health Service issues, but all health 
issues tend to overlap. We welcome 
the help of the BCEHS to join our 
efforts on bringing solutions forward 
to policy makers.

You have our support. We are 
encouraged as the BCEHS steps 
into a new era of dynamic leadership 
that will ensure all residents have 
access to emergency transport and 
paramedic care in their times of 
need. We look forward to our next 
meeting and we will ensure we get 
information out to the public through 
all means available to us as progress 
is made.

Peggy Skelton, president
BC Rural Health Network

from bad to worse.
And lest we forget Katrine 

Conroy, the Minister of Forests. 
Under both the Liberals and NDP, we 
continue to log old-growth forests, 
ship off raw logs to be processed in 
other countries, and turn saw logs 
into wood pellets to be burned as 
fuel.

I would not want to leave out 
John Horgan (aka Mr. Dithers) 
and his Ozymandias moment, also 
referred to as Site C. I remember 
his, “We need to take a closer look 
at this,” which translates as, “How 
many votes can we buy by sitting 
on the fence until after the election?”

So far, as Horgan’s dismissal of 
the democratic process goes, one 
does not have to look any further 
than his disregard for the referendum 
initiated by him in which a large 
majority voted in favour of doing 
away with the biannual changing of 
the clocks.

Both the NDP and Liberals 
have played around with the idea of 
an electoral system to replace our 
current first-past-the-post system, 
which only a few democracies 
still use. But until such time as the 
system is changed to better reflect 
the will of the people, we will remain 
caught up in some obscene version 
of Groundhog Day, where nothing 
substantial ever changes.

Hayward Kirsh
Kaslo

to eat in the wild. The failed-berry-
crop excuse is just that: an excuse 
we use to sidestep our responsibility 
to remove human-provided bear 
attractants. Unsecured garbage and 
our mountain ash (or apple or pear or 
etc.) trees are the reason bears come 
into human-habitation areas…. and 
a fed bear is eventually a dead bear.  

Unsecured garbage and walnut 
and hazelnut trees, mountain ash 
trees, apple, plum, cherry, pear 
trees… all attract bears. We lay out 
a banquet, a smorgasbord of easy 
pickings — and then we blame the 
bears for coming to eat it. If you were 
a bear, would you work hard to dig 
for ants and find hundreds of little 
berries, or would you simply wander 
into a town and feast to fullness in 
an apple tree?

We provide the easy pickings 
for a bear that needs to fatten up 
for winter hibernation – thus it’s 
we humans who need to change our 
behaviour.  

Want to stop so-called ‘problem 
bears’ (we are the problem, not 
the bears) from being killed when 
they get into ‘trouble’ in town? 1. 
Properly secure all garbage and 
compost. 2. Pick fruit and clean up 
all windfalls, or 3. Put a working 
electric fence around your attractant 
trees — and that includes mountain 
ash trees which people seem to 
think are exempt from the rules for 
fruit and nut trees. In fact, bears 
love them.  

If you’re unable or unwilling 
to pick your fruit or put an electric 
fence around attractant trees, then 
those trees need to be cut down and 
replaced with a type of tree that is not 
a bear attractant. In many towns that 
used to have serious bear problems 
(Banff comes to mind), they’ve 
banned fruit and nut trees altogether. 
Do we want to see that here? Of 
course not, so take responsibility for 
your attractant trees.  

The most recent Valley Voice 
treated a serious bear-attractant 
problem at former mayor Ann 
Bunka’s house as though it was 
humorous: “a truce between the 
bears, Ann and the rest of the 
neighbourhood.” It won’t be so 
funny when one of those food-
conditioned bears gets shot for 
getting into trouble around people 
(two black bears have already been 
shot by Conservation Officers in 
New Denver this year). It won’t be 
so funny when that mother bear gets 
hit by a vehicle and killed, leaving 
two orphan cubs.

Without a properly functioning 
electric fence around those nut trees, 
bears have been lured into town and 
trained to eat in that yard along with 
many others. Eventually someone 
will be injured or a bear (mother or 
cubs or both) will be hit on the road 
nearby or shot by the Conservation 
Officers, as bears typically ramp 
up their food-seeking behaviour as 
winter approaches.

Ann Bunka was mayor when 
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, 
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle 

pricing on posts available.

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts & 

hoodies

Drywall, wheelbarrows, lawn 
rakes, shovels, garden wagons, 

cement & paving stones

Fall bulbs & seed 
garlic  - 25% off

Tulips, Hyacinth, crocus, 
daffodils & more.

Mens winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99 

grey or black

Fir clean burn wood 
pellets by the pallet 

$444.50 for 50 bags
40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

Chimney pipe & accessories, 
time to clean your chimney, 

all sizes of brushes

COMMUNITY

by  Mark  Page ,  Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

School-aged kids are 
spending a ton of time in front 
of screens, and that needs to 
be managed to keep them 
healthy, says School District 
8 Manager of Safe Schools 
Scott Rosenthal.

In the first of three one-
hour zoom presentations on 
digital parenting, Rosenthal 
covered video games, their 
impacts, and what parents 
need to look out for. The next 
session is on social media, 
while the final session is 
about managing risk online, 
with a focus on topics such 
as sexting and sex-extortion.

Rosen tha l  says  the 
dangers of video games 
range from addiction to the 
inability of young people to 
“come down” after spending 
significant amounts of time 
engrossed in tense, action-
packed virtual worlds. He said 

Digital parenting session takes hard look at video games
he is not anti-video games and 
does sees some benefits, like 
increased processing skills 
and response time – but it is 
important to set boundaries.

Rosenthal delved into 
the statistics. He said most 
children spend an average of 
9-12 hours per week playing 
video games. But when boys 
hit the age of 13, the amount 
of screen time generally goes 
up significantly, averaging 21 
hours per week; as does the 
level of graphic violence in 
the games they are playing.

“The boys  ages  13 
to 17 have jumped into a 
much more  hard-core , 
graphic, violent, I would say 
sexist, even in some cases 
homophobic video game 
content,” Rosenthal said. “If 
we’ve got 13- to 17-year-olds 
and they’re playing 21 hours 
of violence, what is that doing 
to them exactly?”

Rosenthal had some 
answers for parents as his 

Master ’s degree studies 
focused on the effects of 
violent content on young 
people. He said no proven 
link exists between this 
type of video game content 
and violent acts, but studies 
have shown the games 
can desensitize children 
to violence and diminish 
empathy levels.

Addiction is also a major 
issue. Rosenthal said video 
games cause a dopamine 
response, with withdrawal 
symptoms in some hard-
core players. This has even 
been given an official name 
in psychological manuals – 
Internet Gaming Disorder.

Rosenthal talked about 
the lack of moderation in 
some online video game 
content and how that can 
expose children to themes 
parents have little control 
over. He mentioned games 
that do a better job policing 
content, such as Minecraft. 

He said this hugely popular 
game is well moderated and 
due to its blocky style is not 
realistic enough to portray 
actual violence.

In the middle of the 
spectrum and a game parents 
should be more wary of is 
Fortnite, which he called 
“one of the most addictive 
video games of all time,” and 
one with far more realistic 
content.

He then showed images 
of games rated for ages 17 

an older, such as Grand Theft 
Auto V, where the player in 
the clip is indiscriminately 
shooting police officers with 
impunity, and blood and gore 
is spraying in all directions.

For parents finding all 
this difficult to navigate, 
Rosenthal said foremost is 
simply paying attention to 
what their kids are playing and 
for how long. Setting ground 
rules, having the ability to 
say ‘no’ and checking the 
recommended age ranges on 

the games warning labels will 
go a long way, he says.

The next session in the 
series, ‘Social Media, Digital 
Trends,’ is scheduled for 
January 26, 2023 at 5:30 pm 
via Zoom. The final session, 
‘Age of Consent/Sexting/
Sexual Safety and reporting’ 
is scheduled for April 27, 
2023 at 5:30, also on Zoom. 
The link to the sessions can be 
found on the School District 
8 website at sd8.bc.ca/events/
calendar.

by John Boivin, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

The sounds of hammers 
and saws is mingling with 
the laughter of children at the 
Periwinkle Children’s Centre 
in Kaslo these days.

After years of fundraising, 
work began late this summer 
on renovations to the Village-
owned building the non-profit 
community daycare occupies.

“ I t ’s  b e e n  a  l o n g 
wait. We’re so happy it’s 
underway,” says Heike Reeg-
Smith, the daycare’s lead 
early childhood educator and 
manager. 

Periwinkle has received 
f u n d i n g  f r o m  s e v e r a l 
sources – from the provincial 
New Spaces fund (nearly 
$180,000), the Columbia 
Basin Trust and federal 
accessibility grants. The total 
amount collected is over 
$312,000. 

This has allowed the 
daycare organization to install 
a new bathroom, cupboards 
and closets for storage, radon 
detection and mitigation 
equipment, a wheelchair ramp 

Renos underway at Kaslo community 
daycare

and automatic doors, and a 
new roof for the aging facility. 
Some money will also go to 
staff training.

I t ’s  a  l o t  o f  work 
happening at once, but it 
hasn’t had a direct impact 
on the daycare’s ability to 
operate, she says.

“We have a wonderful 
small crew who are extremely 
accommodating to working 
while also operating the 
childcare centre,” she says. 
“That has been a blessing.”

With the pandemic and 
resulting labour and materials 
shortages, just getting the 
materials and contractors to 
work on the project has been 
a challenge. Reeg-Smith says 
that’s made them decide not 
to push hard on a deadline 
for completion – which is 
now slated for nearly a year 
from now.

“To give yourself an 
unrealistic deadline just 
creates unnecessary stress, 
so at this point the goal is to 
open up the new spaces in 
September 2023,” she told 
the Valley Voice. “It may not 
take that long, but to take off 

the unnecessary stress, that is 
what we have as a deadline.”

Periwinkle has room for 
18 children, and the New 
Spaces grant will allow them 
to add eight more seats for 
children two-and-a-half to 
five years of age. 

Shots fired 
at police in 
Trail
submitted

A 29-year-old man from 
Quebec is facing charges in 
connection to a shooting in 
Trail on October 25 at around 
midnight.

Two frontline Trail and 
Greater District RCMP officers 
responded to a call about the man, 
who was behaving erratically 
and attempted to enter the Trail 
Ambulance Station in the 1100 
block of Hospital Bench Road.

The two RCMP officers 
located the man standing in a dark 
area just outside of the ambulance 
station. As the officers engaged 
in verbal de-escalation with the 
man, he allegedly fired several 
rounds from a handgun at the 
two officers and three nearby 
paramedics.

The off icers  ut i l ized 
a conducted energy weapon 
to physically subdue the man 
and then took him into custody 
without further incident. No one 
was injured.

“ I  am thankfu l  t ha t 
no one was hurt or killed in 
this incident,” said Sergeant 
Wicentowich. “I would like to 
commend the bravery of the 
officers and paramedics who risk 
their lives and safety in the line of 
duty during a potentially deadly 
situation.”

The man has been remanded 
in custody on several firearms 
charges. His first appearance 
was scheduled for November 2, 
by video in Rossland Provincial 
Court.

Trail and Greater District 
RCMP continue to investigate 
the incident and will  be 
recommending additional 
criminal charges including 
Attempted Murder contrary to 
Section 239 of the Criminal Code 
to BC Prosecution Services.
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FULLY ALIVE!
Turner-Zion United Church of 

Canada welcomes you on-line and 
in person.

ONLINE:
Bi-weekly services
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Book group starting in November

IN PERSON:
Contemplative in the Kootenays
December 3, 10-3

For links and more information, contact 
widespottz@netidea.com

COMMUNITY

by  Margare t  Scaia ,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Presentations on the Zincton 
resort proposal were made by David 
Harley, New Denver resident and 
lead project proponent, and Mike 
Walsh, a decarbonization, energy, 
and sustainability strategist from 
Somerville, Massachusetts. 

Harley’s presentation covered a 
broad range of topics, including plans 
for remediation of the Retallack 
Mining District’s toxic waste, issues 
related to Search and Rescue and 
safety on the site, response to 
concern about increased traffic flow, 
electric buses between Kaslo and 
New Denver, a 10,000-acre Summer 
Wildlife Corridor Protection 
Zone, and energy generation. Of 
particular interest to council was 

New Denver council, October 25: Zincton update
the presentation by Mike Walsh, 
focusing on an emerging energy 
storage and generation system 
involving ammonia. 

Representatives from the 
historic Silversmith Power and 
Light plant in Sandon were also 
present. “Green electricity for New 
Denver is already produced at 
Sandon – but is not sustainable 
due to the cost of production,” said 
Hal Wright of Silversmith. “An 
opportunity exists on the ‘skirts of 
Zincton’ to make better use of the 
existing hydro plant at Sandon.” 

In response to a question from 
Councillor Colin Moss, Harley 
agreed to put together a short 
presentation for Interior Health, to 
elaborate on the potential benefits 
of the Zincton development to 

healthcare in the area. “Zincton 
will produce population growth, 
thus providing a basis for healthcare 
facilities and other services,” Harley 
said. “Zincton is a modern-day gold 
mine which could improve the 
economy of the area.” 

Councillor Vern Gustafson asked 
how far along the Zincton proposal 
was in the planning process. “We are 
waiting for approval from the BC 
government to move forward to the 
Master Plan stage,” Harley replied. 
“This is a multi-stage process 
leading to a document called an 
‘operating agreement’ that lays out 
public land use.” 

When asked about the impact 
on local airports (Castlegar and 
Trail), Harley said he expected little 
use of those airports and that skiers 

would most likely be drawn from 
the Okanagan, Spokane, Seattle 
and south, from Highway 1. Harley 
explained that visitors would stay 
three to four days, thus mitigating 
highway traffic volume.

Harley concluded by inviting 
people to view the Zincton project 
website (Zincton.com) and to 
contact members of the Zincton 
team with questions or concerns. 
He and Walsh also agreed to provide 
copies of their presentations to the 
Village.
Local election report

CAO Lisa Scott provided a 
report on the local election. Leonard 
Casley was re-elected as mayor, and 
John Fyke and Colin Moss were 
re-elected as councillors along with 
new councillors-elect Casey Law 
and Danika Hammond.

Election expenses were budgeted 
at $7,500. Not all invoices had been 
received, but Scott anticipated that 
total expenses would be less than 
$7,500.

The Village uses the provincial 
voters list, which did not include 
the new residents brought into 
the Village through the boundary 
extension. There were 109 people 
who registered as voters either in 
advance or at the polls during this 
election, increasing the number of 
voters to 528 (from 423). Scott’s 
report said the new voter information 
will be forwarded to Elections BC 
so the provincial voters list can be 
updated.
Old landfill site 

assessments
The CAO provided an executive 

brief on the Rural Resident Attraction 
Pilot Project, where the Village 
was granted $40,000 to assess the 
former landfill property for future 
development. Bear Environmental 
was hired to do site assessments, 
which showed minimal heavy 
metal contamination but elevated 
arsenic levels. Further testing to 
determine the cause for the elevated 
arsenic has not been successful, 
so the information was shared 
with Contaminated Site Approved 
Professionals, who recommend 
sampling soils further up Galena 
Trail. Bear also recommends a 
‘PBET risk assessment.’ PBET 
stands for ‘physiology-based 
extraction tests.’

The Village has spent $32,638 
on the project so far, and the Galena 
Trail testing will use up the rest of 
the funds. Additional funds would 
have to be found to complete the 
PBET assessment.
Provincial riding 
changes?

Council was presented with 
information on proposed changes 
to provincial riding boundaries. 
A virtual public hearing on the 
proposed changes will be held on 
November 8, and it was suggested 
that the Village submit comments 
for that hearing.

Interested citizens can attend 
the virtual hearing on November 8 
at 5 pm. For more information, visit 
https://bcebc.ca.

Wide Spot: 
Thumper’s 
advice
by Therese DesCamp

Forget the death of Bambi’s 
mother. The scene that riveted me 
in the movie Bambi was dark, tense, 
everyone staring at the rude little 
rabbit who was being reminded by 
his mother of how he was supposed 
to treat others. All my attention was 
on Thumper as he said carefully, “If 
you can’t say something nice, don’t 
say nothing at all.”

Now, I understand that gossip 
is the real currency in a small town. 
When I get home after time away, 
my first question is always, “What 
happened?” I want to know who 
said what to whom, who’s got the 
bug, what’s going on at the village, 
what new projects the neighbours 
have in store. For the most part, this 
kind of gossip is harmless, although 
anyone participating has to realize 
that it’s reciprocal. Reciprocity 
isn’t necessarily comfortable: it’s 
weird to realize that people I hardly 

know are well aware of my mah-
jong addiction. But I guess that Mr. 
Bennet, in Jane Austen’s classic 
Pride and Prejudice, says it well: 
“For what do we live, but to make 
sport for our neighbours, and laugh 
at them in return?”

But gossip is also the currency 
of bullies, as Thumper (and Mr. 
Bennet) knew so well. This kind 
of gossip is neither harmless nor 
reciprocal, and it is death to trust in a 
community. This is tongues wielded 
like razor-edged swords; this is 
callous disregard for truth and those 
who get hurt.

Here’s what I’ve seen: a coffee 
klatch rumour started that someone’s 
marriage was disintegrating. It 
wasn’t true. But that rumour caused 
humiliation, confusion, and isolation 
for a couple who’d loved, and felt 
loved by, this community. They 
moved away soon after; you could 
truthfully say that my friends lost 
their home to gossip.

I could list what I’ve watched 
over the years: elevation of an 
innocent mistake into a public 
shaming, character assassination to 
get back at an ex-partner, ascription 

of bad motives to those with whom 
we disagree. I could also tell you 
about the humiliation, grief, soul-
sucking suffering, and destruction of 
relationship that have resulted from 
these actions. 

One thing I’ve noticed – and 
I’ll bet I’m not alone – is that when 
asked, “What’s going on?” I want 
to cough up something tasty. I 
want to please the other person; I 
want to cement our friendship. If I 
give in to this desire – pulling out 
something savoury but confidential, 
or something particularly nasty – I 
may feel a momentary connection. 
But that fades quickly as I realize 
that I’ve betrayed myself by making 
a cheap play for relationship. This is 
a good way to destroy my own soul.

I assume that those who prey 
on others with their cruel tongues 
are insecure, and lack an internal 
wholeness. They are to be pitied. 
But to understand is not to approve. 
Writ large, this behavior destroys 
nations. Writ small, it shatters homes. 
So listen to Thumper: Don’t repeat 
that crap or stand silent when others 
are shredded. Stuff a sock in that 
gossip hole.

by Jan McMurray
All of the homeschooling families 

in the Kaslo area have left the local 
school district’s Homelinks program 
and have moved to Comox Valley 
School District 71’s Heartwood 
Learning Community.

“We worked hard over the 
spring and summer to get this all 
up and running,” said Jessie Speirs, 
a very active parent in the Kaslo 
homeschooling community. “Thanks 
to our head teacher, Sarah Keenan, 
and new teacher, Mark Northey, we 
have a beautiful program with 26 
children, weekly activity days and 
solid support for the families and 
teachers.”

The switch from Homelinks 
to Heartwood was precipitated by 
funding cuts to the local Homelinks 
program. Just three weeks into the 
school year last year, School District 
8 (Kootenay Lake) told the Kaslo 
Homelinks PAC that the program’s 
funding was being cut from $1,425 
per student to $675 per student.

“After all the efforts we made 

Zero enrolment at Kaslo Homelinks this year
to help School District 8 understand 
our needs to continue to thrive as 
the beautiful learning program 
we had been over the years, they 
didn’t show any understanding and 
wouldn’t commit to reinstating any 
of our activity program funds moving 
forward,” Speirs said.

So, the PAC decided to move 
to  the  Hear twood Learning 
Community, a longstanding online 
learning program offered throughout 
BC, based out of School District 71 
(Comox Valley).

“Everyone in our group was 
given free choice about whether 
to stay with Kaslo Homelinks or 
move to the new program with our 
longstanding teacher, and all the 
families chose to move to the new 
program,” Speirs explained. “We 
have added new families as well, 
and have several families currently 
on our waitlist.”

Speirs reports that Heartwood 
provides $1,000 per student and 
covers the monthly rental fee for the 
program’s space at the Langham. 

There is also an opportunity to apply 
for extra resources and activities 
through the Heartwood PAC.

“While we are sad our local 
district wasn’t able to support our 
program, in the end we are very 
hopeful that this will be a better fit 
for our families,” said Speirs.

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Welcome Slocan Valley residents. 
The Slocan River Streamkeepers’ 
2022 Annual General Meeting will 
convene on November 23 (7:00 
pm) in the Passmore Hall (3656 
Old Passmore Rd). 

Slocan River Streamkeepers 
have worked with the communi-
ty, for over 19 years, to protect 
and rehabilitate the aquatic and 
wetland ecosystems of Slocan 
River through education, resto-
ration, and monitoring. We’ll be 
calling for Board of Directors 
nominations.

Thank you to the people of Silverton for 
electing me to the office of Councillor 
in this past election. I appreciate your 
support and look forward to working 
for you in the next four years. 

– Margaret Scaia

COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
The Justice for the Vaccinated 

Tour has been touring BC and 
Alberta, featuring Drs. Charles Hoffe 
and Stephen Malthouse alongside 
locals who suffered extreme adverse 
reactions to COVID-19 vaccines. 
They arrived in the Kootenays 
on October 19 to a full house at 
Castlegar’s Old Castle Theatre. 

Dr. Malthouse introduced a 
vaccine injury victim named Kristen, 
a young Nelson woman who had to 
use a cane to mount the stage. Kristen 
is a Traditional Chinese Medicine 
practitioner who got vaccinated 
because her patients were worried 
about catching COVID-19. “I did 
it to make them feel safe,” she told 
the audience. 

Unfortunately, the ‘vaccine’ was 
anything but safe for her. Within 
25 minutes of injection, she had 
an attack of Bell’s palsy in her 
facial muscles. “Over the next three 
weeks I lost all of my neurological 
functioning; I had seizures and 
convulsions and lost the ability to 
speak at times. One minute I could 
walk and the next I was presenting 
like I had Parkinson’s. Yet I was told 
I had an anxiety disorder, which I do 
not have,” she said.

Kristen has since spent tens of 
thousands of dollars of her own 
money seeking treatment with the 
assistance of Dr. Pierre Kory in 
the US, traveling to Panama for 
expensive stem cell treatments. 
While these appear to be helping, 
her long-term prognosis is uncertain 
– she still struggles to walk. “The 
spike protein comes back, so it gets 
better and then it gets worse again,” 
she said. 

Justice for the Vaccinated Tour seeks healing 
A Nelson man in his 30s 

identifying only as Justin was 
invited to the stage to relate his 
experience. Shortly after receiving 
his vaccination in July 2021, he 
suffered a stroke that left him unable 
to write, speak or walk normally. 
“Doctors told me the residual effects 
would only last a month, two months 
or a year. Now I’ve learned the 
effects will be permanent,” he said.

In the year since the injury, he 
has recovered the ability to write 
and walk but his speech still has 
the telltale marks of a stroke victim. 
Justin worked for a radio station in 
Ottawa and was told when he finally 
returned to work that he would be 
required to take a booster, despite 
his vaccine injuries. He did so and 
suffered another adverse reaction. 
While in an Ottawa hospital, a doctor 
finally wrote him a note saying, “If 
this man gets another booster, he 
will die.”

Dr. Hoffe presented a series 
of slides showing data from the 
US Centre for Disease Control’s 
database. The data shows that the 
survival rate is better among those 
infected by COVID-19 than it is 
among those infected by seasonal 
flu, across all age groups. Among 
the youngest cohort – ages 0-19 
– recovery rates are 99.997%, 
sugges t ing  tha t  COVID-19 
vaccination is unnecessary for young 
healthy adults, children or infants. 

Hoffe also showed all-cause 
Canadian mortality data from 2001 
to 2021 that reveals no significant 
change in 20 years. “You cannot 
even tell there was a pandemic 
based on these figures. This is the 
proof they lied to us about COVID,” 
said Dr. Hoffe. “What we are now 
experiencing is a pandemic of the 
vaccinated.”

He cited Canadian data for 
COVID-19 hospitalizations and 
ICU admissions from mid-December 
2020, when the vaccination campaign 
began, to December 2021, when 80% 
of Canadians were fully vaccinated. 
The graph shows a sharp spike in 
hospitalizations coinciding with 
the completion of the vaccination 
program. Data from Manitoba 
public health authorities reveal that 
70% of COVID-19 deaths were 
among the triple-vaccinated. “This 
is clear indication the vaccines made 
everything worse,” said Dr. Hoffe.

Dr. Stephen Malthouse addressed 
the pressing question: If people are 
having such adverse reactions to 
these injections, then what in the 
vaccines is causing them? He showed 
slides of blood scans from vaccinated 
patients by a German research 
team using dark field microscopy, 

scanning electron microscopy and 
other advanced techniques. They 
reveal metals with varying degrees 
of toxicity – aluminum, caesium, 
potassium, calcium and barium, 
cobalt, chromium, titanium and 
others. Multiple scientific teams have 
found similar results analyzing blood 
injected with Moderna, BioNTech/
Pfizer, AstraZenica and Johnson 
& Johnson vaccines. The use of 
aluminum as a vaccine adjuvant 

is well known, despite its proven 
neurological toxicity. “But we 
question what these other metals are 
even doing in these vaccines,” said 
Dr. Malthouse. These ingredients 
– and the lipid nanoparticle that 
packages the mRNA ‘spike’ protein 
– appear in the slides to be causing 
clotting in arteries, posing a risk of 
heart attack, stroke or neurological 
problems.

Dr. Malthouse recommended 

the Front Line Covid Critical Care 
Alliance (FLCCC) I-Recover post-
vaccination protocol for those 
seeking to heal from COVID vaccine 
injuries. Other treatment regimes 
are offered by the non-profit groups 
Truth for Health and the World 
Council for Health. If you or a 
family member has been injured by 
a COVID-19 vaccine, you can go 
to https://vaxjustice.org or https://
vaxxtracker.com to fill in a report. 

submitted
The Province is introducing a 

new cannabis retail licence that will 
allow eligible licensed cannabis 
producers to sell non-medical 
cannabis products from stores 
located at their cultivation site.

When the producer retail store 
(PRS) licence comes into effect on 
November 30, 2022, applications 
will be open through the Liquor 
and Cannabis Regulation Branch’s 
(LCRB) liquor and cannabis 
licensing portal. All federal standard 
cultivator, micro-cultivator and 
nursery licence-holders will be 
eligible to apply.

This licence was created as part 
of the Province’s commitment to 
enable farm-to-gate cannabis sales 
in British Columbia. It is intended 
to support the development of a 
robust, diverse and sustainable legal 
cannabis economy that is inclusive of 
Indigenous and rural communities.

BC enables farm-to-gate sales of cannabis products
“The fourth anniversary of the 

legalization of cannabis in BC is 
around the corner, and we continue 
to look for ways to support growth of 
the legal market while providing safe 
and accessible options for British 
Columbians,” said Mike Farnworth, 
Minister of Public Safety and 
Solicitor General. “The PRS licence 
is another way we are working to 
support the success of BC-based 
producers.”

PRS licensees will be eligible 
to register for the BC Liquor 
Distribution Branch’s (LDB) PRS 
direct-delivery program under the 
PRS direct-delivery category. PRS 
direct delivery is limited to the sale of 
cannabis produced by the cultivator/
nursery to the PRS. It is distinct 
from the broader direct delivery 
program, which has size-specific 
eligibility requirements and enables 
the sale of cannabis to any licensed 
and authorized cannabis retail store 

in BC.
The LDB’s direct-delivery 

program allows federally licensed 
cannabis nurseries and small-
scale producers processing as 
much as 3,000 kilograms of dried, 
unpackaged cannabis or its fresh 
equivalent annually to deliver 
directly to licensed and authorized 
cannabis retail stores in BC.

The direct-delivery program 
fur ther  enables  smal l -sca le 
cultivators to build brand loyalty 
with licensed cannabis retail stores 
and their customers by offering 
their products in local stores rather 
than spreading the same volume 
throughout the province.

This  launch fo l lows the 
recent opening of the first farm-
gate cannabis facility in BC in 
Williams Lake, which was a result 
of the government-to-government 
agreement between the Province and 
Williams Lake First Nation.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A new report says connecting 
homes and businesses to the internet 
will add hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the Kootenay economy 
over the next two decades.

The Kootenay Connectivity 
Benefits Study, released last month, 
says every dollar spent on building 
connectivity means a windfall 
for government, business and 
individuals.

“In total, it is estimated that 
the initial provincial investment 
of $19.4 million in connectivity in 
the Kootenay region will generate 
$281 million in short- and long-term 
economic benefits to the Province 

Getting communities online creating economic 
boom in the Kootenays

and the region,” says the report by 
BC Stats, the provincial government’s 
research wing. “That is 14 times the 
initial provincial investment and 
creates a $14,800 benefit per capita 
for newly connected households.”

The study looked at the impact 
of funding to the Kootenay region 
since 2020, when 24 projects began 
to connect around 10,500 households.

It found that for every dollar spent 
by the Province, five dollars were 
invested by the public and private 
sector. That in turn created jobs and 
more investment, from short-term 
hiring for construction to longer-term 
jobs created by the new connectivity, 
to increased GDP for local spending 
by people employed as a result of 

those new jobs and businesses.
“The  s tudy  showed  tha t 

connectivity funding to support the 
expansion of high-speed internet to 
underserved rural areas can have both 
positive short- and long-term impacts 
in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for 
the region and for BC,” the report’s 
summary states.

Just the short-term construction 
projects will bring $56.2 million 
in GDP increases, 429 new jobs 
and $777,000 in new municipal tax 
revenue.

For the province as a whole, the 
increased productivity from improved 
connectivity will mean a $214 million 
increase in gross domestic product 
over 20 years.

submitted
A majority of family physicians in 

British Columbia are receiving interim 
funding to support family doctors 
with overhead costs as part of a multi-
phased approach to help protect and 
support BC’s health care system.

In August 2022, the Ministry of 
Health and Doctors of BC announced 
$118 million in interim funding for 
family doctors.

“When we announced these 
stabilization measures, we identified 
approximately 3,480 family doctors 
who have their own practices and 
1,100 family doctors working in walk-
in clinics,” said Adrian Dix, Minister 

Patients access primary care as 
family doctors receive stabilization payments

of Health. “I am pleased to share that 
the first 3,164 family doctors across 
BC will receive an initial distribution 
of funds worth $107 million in 
stabilization payments to help ensure 
patients maintain continued access to 
primary care services.”

These payments cover the 
majority of eligible physicians and 
clinics in BC. The Province will 
disperse the remaining $11 million 
mid-November for the remaining 
eligible physicians and clinics.

This funding has been made 
available to family doctors who 
provide ongoing patient services and 
pay overhead costs, as well as primary 

care clinics, including walk-in clinics, 
that commit to remaining open and 
maintaining consistent clinic hours 
while the new physician master 
agreement is negotiated.

This initiative is part of BC’s 
Health Human Resources Strategy. 
The  s t ra tegy,  announced  on 
September 29, 2022, puts people 
first by ensuring they get the health 
services they need and are cared for 
by a healthy workforce. It focuses 
on 70 key actions to recruit, train 
and retain health-care workers, while 
redesigning the health-care system 
to foster workplace satisfaction and 
innovation.
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by Jan McMurray
Viv Thoss is the Village of 

Silverton’s new chief administrative 
officer.

“ W h e n  t h e  j o b  p o s t i n g 
for Silverton came up, I saw an 
opportunity to live in a beautiful 
area that I love, work in a wonderful 
community, grow my career and 
bring my experience and innovative 
approach to continue to make 
Silverton the best it can be,” she 
told the Valley Voice.

An avid paddleboarder, hiker 
and cross-country skier, Thoss had 
visited this area many times while 
she lived in the East Kootenay.

“I continually wake up in awe 
that I have the privilege to live and 
work here. So far, the people have 
had the most positive impact on me – 
welcoming me with open arms. Since 
arriving at the Village office, people 
have been continually stopping by to 
introduce themselves and make me 
feel at home,” she said.

Thoss has more than 14 years’ 
experience in local government. At 
the Town of Golden, she served in a 
variety of administrative positions, 

More than 50 people attended an open house at the Silvery Slocan Museum in New Denver on October 23. Visitors were impressed with the 
refresh of the motor launch Lancet, the restored historic painting of the New Denver waterfront in the late 19th century, and the many carefully 
displayed and labelled artifacts, the result of much volunteer labour over the past three years. Pictured here are Chris Hildebrand and Cheryl 

Hammond in the museum annex.

most recently as manager of 
legislative services/deputy corporate 
officer. She has been chief elections 
officer for numerous municipal 
elections. She is also an active 
member of the Local Government 
Management Association of BC, the 
International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks, and a long-time community 
board volunteer.

The position became available 
when Hillary Elliott resigned from 
the job in May. Darrell Garceau, 

Silverton welcomes new CAO
Silverton’s CAO prior to Elliott, 
came out of retirement and filled 
in while the search for a new 
administrator was underway.

“I am looking forward to getting 
fully up to speed on the Village’s 
priorities and having an opportunity 
to work with council to build on the 
vision and strategic direction of the 
Village,” said Thoss. “My number 
one priority, though, is taking the 
time to get to know the people in the 
community.”

Viv Thoss is the Village of Silverton’s new chief administrative officer.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Food Bank has 

a new downtown location and is 
inviting the public to an open house 
on November 19 from 1 to 3 pm. The 
new location is the former Hidden 
Garden Gallery space in the building 
on Kildare.

“People are curious, so we thought 
we’d have an open house so people can 
come in and have a look around to see 
what we do,” said Sue Davies, long-
time board member of the New Denver 
and Area Community Hamper Society.

Thanks to grants from Columbia 
Basin Trust and the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund, the Food Bank is 
equipped with a new fridge, freezer, 
desk, shelving, tables and chairs in 
addition to the equipment they already 

New Denver Food Bank to hold open house in new location
had.

“We’ve been looking for a couple 
of years now for something affordable 
and are thrilled that LACE has leased 
the whole building and is renting out the 
former gallery space to us,” Davies said.

Before securing the downtown 
space, the food for the hampers was 
stored at the school and had to be 
moved to the Bosun Hall or some other 
venue for distribution. 

Davies said that the need for the 
Food Bank has been increasing over 
the years. “During COVID, the requests 
increased greatly – we went up from 
four per month to 15 per month. And 
now we’re at 24 per month with the 
cost of everything going up so much,” 
she said.

On the second and fourth Tuesday 

of every month, people can go to the 
Food Bank and select food for their 
hamper. People can also call and have 
their hamper delivered.

“We try to have protein and fresh 
vegetables if at all possible,” said 
Davies. “We can buy things on sale 
at the store and that makes a huge 
difference to our bottom line.”

The public can make donations 
of either food or cash to the Food 
Bank at New Market Foods. There is 
always a box at the grocery store for 
food donations, and the cashiers will 
take donations of cheques or cash 
at the till. Money tins will be out in 
various storefronts in November and 
December, as well, Davies said.

“We want to thank Lucerne School, 
CBT, Slocan Valley Legacy Society, 

LACE, New Market Foods, all those 
who have supported us over the years, 
and last but not least, all the volunteers. 
“This is all volunteer run – we can’t 
do this without volunteers,” Davies 
said. “We have volunteers putting the 
hampers together and delivering them, 
and that’s a huge job at Christmas,” she 
said. “We also had volunteers help us 

move into this new location – picking 
up the shelving and putting it together, 
putting the desk together, and moving 
fridges.”

The society’s volunteer board of 
directors include Davies, Bev Casley, 
Mary Fulkco, Syl McDonaugh, Carol 
Pengelly, Geraldine Buchanan and Kay 
Ryan-Schweitzer.

Geraldine Buchanan, Sue Davies and Kay Ryan-Schweitzer at the new Food Bank location in New Denver.
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The Royal Canadian Legion

Uses for Poppy Donations

Money donated during The Royal Canadian Legion’s annual 
Poppy-Remembrance Campaign is placed in Poppy Trust Funds. Some 
of the many ways this money is used to improve life for people in your 
community include:

• providing assistance to needy 
ex-service members and their 
dependants

• supporting medical training and 
research, and the provision of 
community medical appliances 
which will assist in the care of 
veterans.

• funding the purchase, construction 
and maintenance of housing 
and care facilities for elderly and 
disabled persons

• providing bursaries to children and 
grandchildren of veterans

• supporting drop-in centres for 
seniors and funding meals-on-
wheels services

Bianca 
Neidhardt 

Bianca Cornelia Marianne 
Neidhardt, 66 years old, passed 
away peacefully at home on October 
20, 2022. Bianca was born in 
Wuppertal, Germany on July 17, 
1956, and emigrated to Canada in 
the early 1990s, taking up residence 
in Nakusp, BC. She worked as a 
technical translator for over 35 years, 
translating French and English into 
German for legal, commercial and 
technical clients. Coupled with the 

profession that she loved was her passion for the outdoors. She loved to 
swim, kayak, canoe, camp, snowshoe and hike. She sought adventure 
in life and loved to share good times with friends. She marked and 
celebrated life’s milestones and was loved and admired by many. She 
was an organized, motivated and resourceful person and applied these 
strengths to her volunteer work over the years, heading a local group of the 
Association des Francophones des Kootenay Quest, serving on the boards 
for the Nakusp Music Fest, the Nakusp Tai Chi group and the Nakusp and 
Area Community Trails Society. She was an active,  long-time member 
of the Nakusp Voyageur Paddling Club. 

Bianca is survived by and was the beloved partner of Hans-Joachim, 
her best friend and love of her life. Also left to mourn her loss are her 
sisters Christine, Suzanna and Sumile, her niece Marlee and nephews 
Gavin and Rian. The family would like to express sincere thanks for the 
help and compassionate care given by the medical team assisting Bianca at 
the Arrow Lakes Hospital, Nakusp, BC in the last few months of her life. 
A private family service will be held in 2023. Scattering of the ashes will 
take place in the summer of 2023 over the Arrow Lakes from the voyageur 
canoe in which she loved to paddle. In lieu of flowers, friends can make 
donations in Bianca’s name to the Nakusp Food Bank, one of the charities 
she supported. And, in Bianca’s memory, live today in joy and happiness.

by Jan McMurray
Teresa Weatherhead has been 

acclaimed as Regional District of 
Central Kootenay Area K Arrow 
Lakes director and will be sworn 
in at the inaugural board meeting 
on November 17.

As the RDCK alternate 
director for Area K for the past 
five years, Weatherhead has been 
working alongside long-serving 
director, Paul Peterson.

“I  want to continue in 
this liaison role that has so 
effectively worked to help Area 
K communities thrive,” she said. 
“I’m excited to represent the 
people of our distinctive rural 
region and also support those 
members who are contributing 
collectively in the values and 
interests of their neighbours, 
community and lifestyle. Each 
community in Area K has 
their own unique qualities and 
challenges, and I hope my abilities 
and experience will lend the 

Teresa Weatherhead takes the torch from Paul Peterson as Area K director

Teresa Weatherhead is the new RDCK Area K director.

skillset needed to fulfill this public 
service role adequately moving 
forward.”

Weatherhead has extensive 
experience as a volunteer with 
non-profit service organizations. 
“I’ve had the privilege to support 
committees, chair boards, bring 
projects to fruition and provide 
individualized counsel and 
community outreach through 
advocacy efforts for the past 24 
years,” she said.

Her work background is 
largely in the areas of business 
and the building industry, as well 
as in specialized education for 
children, youth and adults.

“Teresa will be a terrific 
d i r e c t o r, ”  s a i d  o u t g o i n g 
representative Paul Peterson.

Peterson served as RDCK 
Area K Director for 20 years, and 
was the RDCK representative on 
the Columbia Basin Trust board 
of directors for six years. Prior to 
being elected as Area K director, 

he served many years as trustee 
on the School District 10 Arrow 

Lakes board. In the 1980s, he 
served three years on New Denver 

council and as New Denver’s 
RDCK representative.

Rotary - at  work in the community

On Saturday morning of October 22, volunteers from the Nakusp Rotary Club cleaned up a 4.4-kilometre stretch of Hwy 6 from Brouse to Nakusp. The event 
was part of an area-wide initiative with clubs from Nelson and Castlegar also participating in their communities. A small truckload of garbage was removed in 

the two-hour event. Thanks to Jim Podznikoff for the use of his truck, signage and safety vests and to all the volunteers that were able to pitch in.

Rotarian Graham Froom participates in the Nakusp Rotary Highway clean-up.
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by Jan McMurray
The Pharatree Learning Centre at 

the Spicer Centre in Winlaw offers a 
variety of programs for children and 
youth.

“I love working with children 
and my mission is to provide 
programming for children, youth, 
adults and educators in the Slocan 
Valley,” said Nicole Carere, a certified 
independent school teacher who 
started the centre in one room at the 
Spicer Centre in summer 2020 with 
its summer camp program. Now, the 
centre has expanded to four rooms 
plus the commercial kitchen in the 
building, and has a team of about a 
dozen people working there.

“My staff and team are growing 
and they’ve been an integral part of the 
success of the centre, along with the 
support of the community, my family 
and especially my landlords, who 
support my vision,” she said. “I’m 
excited about showcasing the talent 
of the many teachers and mentors we 
have in this community.”

The centre offers programs in 
outdoor education, art, cooking, 
movement, LEGO, S.T.E.A.M. 
(science, technology, engineering, 
art and math), and more. There 
is a fee for most programs, and 
registration is required, online at 
pharatree.ca. However, the centre tries 
to accommodate everyone. 

“The idea is to be inclusive and 
available for everyone. We fundraise 
so we can offer bursaries,” said Carere. 
“There has been a lot of community 
support – people have made donations 
to go towards tuition fees.”

A mother of three, Carere says 
she used to travel to Nelson so her 
children could participate in clubs and 
other activities. “I really started seeing 
the need for our local community to 
have more options. There are a lot 

Pharatree Learning Centre offers educational programming for Slocan Valley kids
of families here looking for learning 
opportunities for kids.”

Carere was working at the Nelson 
Waldorf School when COVID closed 
schools in March 2020. From her 
home in Winlaw, she had to figure out 
how to teach her students by distance. 
“I had to come up with creative ways 
to engage them,” she said.

This was when the idea for the 
Pharatree Learning Centre started 
incubating. She decided not to return 
to Waldorf in fall 2020, but instead to 
homeschool her then eight-year-old 
son and rent a space in the Spicer Centre 
where she would offer homeschooling 
enrichment programming to a small 
group of students. The centre has 
grown steadily since.

“I just decided that this is what I 
was going to do for the children in the 
community and I just kept at it. It’s 
so needed,” she said. “It’s definitely 
a labour of love.”

Carere was very clear that the 
centre is not a school. “We offer 
enrichment programs, not a complete 
education program. We are here to 
support education programs. We 
support all learning spaces – public 
schools, private schools, independent 
schools, homeschooling – and how 
they work for different families at 
different times,” she said.

The Pharatree Learning Centre 
is an approved vendor through many 
distance learning schools, but “it’s not 
just about homeschooled kids,” Carere 
emphasized. “That’s where it started 
and we have over 30 students in our 
homeschooling enrichment program, 
but we are providing something that 
meets the needs of all children in this 
community.”

The centre is currently running 
a GoFundMe campaign to help with 
the costs of leasing and improving 
the commercial kitchen space and 

for the bursary fund. A pop-up café 
in the Pharatree kitchen on Saturdays 
from 11 am to 5 pm is another way 
the centre is connecting with local 
food producers and community. 

The Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy (CBAL) is renting three of 
the Pharatree rooms on Mondays as 
well as the kitchen for the Alphabet 
Soup Program and offering free drop-

in tech access and support. Winter and 
spring programs are now open for 
registration; visit www.pharatree.ca. 
The link to the GoFundMe campaign 
is on the home page.

Nicole Carere has opened Pharatree Learning Centre at the Spicer Centre in Winlaw.

New Denver author Art Joyce presents to Silvery Slocan Historical Society President Henning 
von Krogh an original and a copy of a 1976 New Denver Labour Day weekend arts festival 

poster created by artist Robert Inwood. The poster was first given to Joyce by Marianne 
Tremblay, executor of the estate of the late Shawn Lamb, former director of the Nelson 

Museum. Joyce felt it belonged in the archives as part of the region’s vibrant arts history.
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Lots of new jewellery, journals 
and cards have arrived – cozy 

slippers and woolens too! 
Open Monday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

MEAT 
MARKET 
& DELI

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

As a youth growing up in Kaslo, 
Biarki Weeks used to gaze up into the 
dark Kootenay night sky and wonder 
about the stars.

West Kootenay-raised engineering student sets sights on the stars
Now, the third-year University 

of Victoria electrical engineering 
student is looking forward to a career 
with one foot in space.

“I definitely see this as a career 
path for myself,” he says. “As 
someone who has always wanted 
to get into this industry, as someone 
who grew up in Kaslo, it’s very 
exciting to be on the trajectory 
towards that.”

Weeks, 27, will be watching 
closely in November when a SpaceX 
rocket blasts off to rendezvous with 
the International Space Station. 
Onboard the Dragon capsule will be 
a small, milk-carton-sized satellite 
built by the University of Victoria, 
called a cubesat. 

“It will be surreal and awesome,” 
Weeks told the Valley Voice. “While 
I have not had much of a hand in the 
building of this satellite, I have been 
involved in a project that is going to 
space, and as a space nerd, I couldn’t 
be more excited.”
ORCASat’s mission

The satelli te – known as 
ORCASat (for Optical Reference 
Calibration Satellite) will orbit 
the planet for up to two years, and 
the UVic team hopes it will help 
astronomers unlock some of the 
deepest mysteries of the universe. It 
will do that by providing a reliable 
‘yardstick’ for scientists measuring 
the brightness of stars.

“Ground-based telescopes 
measure how bright astronomical 
objects appear to be, not how bright 
they actually are,” explains the 
ORCASat website. “When observing 
astronomical objects, the light that 
is measured passes through the 
atmosphere and the optics of the 
telescope.”

How the atmosphere affects the 
light affects the apparent brightness 
of distant stars. Since astronomers 
use that brightness to estimate the 
size of the universe, it’s important 
for them to be able to quantify how 
the atmosphere is affecting their 
readings. 

ORCASat is essentially a beacon 
in orbit, with a known brightness. 
Observatories can focus in on the 
tiny satellite’s laser light, and get a 
better sense of just how atmospheric 
dust, chemicals and water vapour are 
affecting what they see. That gives 
them a way to be more precise in 
their measurements.

Two major observatories have 
already signed on to calibrate their 
instruments with ORCASat, with 
more expected to follow.
Student activities

Weeks first got involved with 
ORCASat before the pandemic, 
through a campus engineering club. 
It was early on in the design and 
construction stage of the satellite, and 
Weeks did some preliminary work on 
electrical sub-systems.

“I began work on some intro 
projects, proved that I could do stuff 
and was reliable, then got given 
some more projects,” he recalls. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic got 
in the way of him continuing with 
ORCASat, and he didn’t take part 
in its final construction. But since 

returning to the project, he has helped 
get infrastructure ready to support the 
cubesat after it launches. He became 
the undergrad technical lead last 
spring, but with ORCASat pretty 
much launch-ready, he’s focused 
on building the ground station that 
will communicate directly with the 
cubesat.

ORCASat has given Weeks 
a taste of the kind of career he 
could have in aerospace electrical 
engineering, and he’s hooked. He’s 
been heavily involved in UVic’s next 
cubesat project. 

“We’re working on an earth-
imaging satellite for the Canadian 
Cubesat Design Challenge,” he says. 
“We’re also hoping to win a grant 
to build another satellite to send to 
space in the not-too-distant future.”

It’s Weeks’ biggest project to 
date.

“I’m leading the project, for all 
intents and purposes,” he says. “As 
technical lead, I basically define the 
parameters each sub-system has 
to follow. I make sure we are able 
to send data, let’s say, or that our 

power systems are producing enough 
power, and that our attitude control 
system has enough pointing accuracy 
and stability to be able to operate the 
payload and maintain the orientation 
of the satellite… it goes on. 

“I make sure everybody is talking 
to everybody, so I’m kind of the 
centre point of all of those teams.”

Weeks says the experience has 
been a phenomenal one, and he 
can’t wait to see how ORCASat 
does in orbit. And he wants students 
at his high school alma mater, JV 
Humphries in Kaslo, to know that 
they can accomplish anything from 
where they are now.

“Just because you grew up in 
the middle of nowhere doesn’t mean 
you can’t do these sorts of awesome 
things,” he says. “The things I get to 
do on a daily basis now I could only 
dream of in high school. Just work 
hard and chase the opportunities that 
interest you. You never know where 
they may lead.”

You can find out more about 
the Orcasat project by visiting its 
website, https://www.orcasat.ca.

submitted
The SS Moyie was launched in 

Nelson on October 22, 1898 and the 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society in 
Kaslo is excited to announce that the 
ship will be 125 in 2023. The society 
is planning events throughout the 
year to celebrate this milestone, and 
has published a 2023 calendar that 
tells the history of the ship. 

2022 has been a busy year of 
rehabilitation work on the ship, 
including refurbishment of her 
decks and railings to remove any 
rotten wood and the painting of her 
exterior. The work is ongoing, but 
by spring she will be sparkling for 
her important celebration. Major 
stabilization and restoration work 
was completed 30 years ago to 
restore her to the late 1920s, and the 

Calendar published to celebrate 
SS Moyie’s 125th anniversary

present work will ensure she will be 
preserved for future generations.

The 2023 calendar the society 
has published in celebration of the 
125th anniversary chronicles the life 
of the ship. She was an important 
means of transport of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway’s BC Lake and 
River Service on Kootenay Lake 
before roads were built. The calendar 
will be available at Figments, Kaslo, 
JB Fletcher Store (Ainsworth), 
Procter General Store and other 
points around Kootenay Lake where 
the Moyie would have stopped when 
providing passenger and freight 
service for 59 years. Retiring in 
1957, she is now dry-docked beside 
Kootenay Lake in Kaslo and will 
be welcoming visitors from May to 
October in 2023.

UVic electrical engineering student Biarki Weeks stands in front of the antenna at the ground 
station for the ORCASat project at the university campus. 
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

New statistics from BC’s 
Ministry of Health show children in 
the Arrow Lakes health sub-region 
are the least likely in the province to 
have received a vaccination against 
COVID-19.

The stats released last week 
showed only 15% of children from 
ages 5-11 have received their first 
shot of the COVID-19 vaccine – 
the lowest rate for that age group 
in the province. The stats recorded 
vaccination levels between October 
6 and 23. 

That number drops even further, 
to 9%, for children who have 
received their second shot (Nisga’a, 
a health sub-region in northern BC, 
had the only lower coverage rate for 
the second dose for that age group, 
at 8%).

“The numbers are quite low for 
the Arrow Lakes region,” admits Dr. 
Sue Pollock, a physician specializing 
in public health for Interior Health. 
“They’re lower than I would like 
to see.”

Vaccine hesitancy in the area 
isn’t just for kids. The West Kootenay 
and Northern BC health regions 
also recorded the lowest uptake 
of vaccinations for the general 
population in October. The Kootenay 
Lake sub-region is among the lowest 
in the province, with 72% of the 18+ 
population having received their 

Arrow Lakes region has low COVID vaccine coverage among youth
second dose of vaccine. Arrow Lakes 
has 76%, Nelson 78% and Trail 88%.

Older residents of the area have 
taken heed of the advice to get 
vaccinated, with numbers for people 
over 50 ranging from 82% in the 
Arrow Lakes region to 92% in Trail, 
not significantly lower than the rest 
of the province.
Three C’s

Dr. Pollock says part of the issue 
is the public health campaign for 
children to get vaccinated is really 
only getting to full steam now.

“We’re still quite early in our 
campaign with kids and vaccines,” 
she said. “We are watching the 
numbers across our region carefully 
and looking at where we can ensure 
we have a little more attention paid to 
provide support to families in terms 
of pediatric vaccines.”

Pollock says there are likely 
several reasons for the hesitancy.

“Historically, we’ve seen lower 
numbers in uptake of childhood 
vaccines [in the Arrow Lakes sub-
region] compared to other regions 
in Interior Health. We think about 
it in terms of the ‘Three C’s’” she 
says. “Convenience is the first, how 
available, acceptable are vaccines. 

“Complacency is the second ‘C,’ 
that the perception the risk is low, 
and vaccines aren’t necessary. The 
last one is Confidence – the level of 
trust from individuals, from families, 
in the safety and effectiveness of 

vaccines.”
Pollock says IH has worked hard 

to make the vaccines as convenient 
as possible to get, holding regular 
clinics in the region; and reducing 
complacency about the virus by 
reminding people with winter 
coming, communicable diseases 
also are on the rise, and children 
can get sick and even hospitalized 
with COVID. As for confidence 
in vaccines, IH is continuing to 
inform the public about the safety 
of vaccines. It’s also developing 
‘community champions,’ people 
in formal and informal leadership 
roles in the area to help promote 
confidence and general vaccine 
awareness.
No surprise

But the low numbers for 
immunization among Arrow Lakes 
children don’t come as a surprise 
to Miranda Hughes, a retired doctor 
in New Denver who runs a COVID 
information Facebook page for the 
north Slocan. She said it shows a 
shift in the attitude towards vaccines.

“Culturally, we’ve switched 
narratives with vaccines, from 
parents wanting to keep their children 
as safe as possible by vaccinating 
them, to parents wanting to keep 
their children as safe as possible 
by avoiding the (vastly overblown) 
risks of vaccines,” says Hughes. 
“With severe COVID being very 
unusual amongst young children, 

and recent variants showing little 
difference in transmission amongst 
the vaccinated, I think it is hard to 
make really persuasive arguments 
that will convince parents who are 
generally vaccine-hesitant.”

Ironically, that shift has been 
partly caused by the success vaccines 
have had in protecting the bulk of 
the population, Hughes notes. “I 
think vaccination has been a huge 
success amongst adults and the 
fact that we can have outbreaks 
tearing through our community 
with little in the way of serious 
health repercussions is down to 
that,” she says. “At this point, the 
bigger payoff would probably be 
in focusing more on people staying 
home when sick, masking liberally 
in indoor congregated environments, 
and in improving ventilation in 
places where people gather. These 
things will have the effect of also 
reducing flu, RSV and norovirus 
transmission.”

While Pollock agrees masking 
and other strategies can help 
prevent transmission, she’s still 
strongly recommending parents 
get their children protected against 
COVID-19, the flu, and other 
transmissible diseases as the winter 
flu season begins.

“ P a r e n t s  m a y  b e  m o r e 
comfortable with the flu vaccine. 
It’s been around longer,” she says. 
“So if parents are coming in to get 

their child vaccinated for the flu, 
that’s a good opportunity for parents 
to ask about the COVID-19 vaccine.

“We can always do more,” 
she admits. “So we’re going to 
continue to make sure we have good 
accessibility to the vaccine, and 
ensure we have resources for our 
local health care providers to be able 
to answer questions parents have. 

“There’s been a lot of research 
done on vaccines, and we know they 
are safe and effective. Many, many 
children have received them without 
adverse side effects, and I would 
encourage parents to reach out to 
those they trust in their communities 
and ask questions. 

“Go to the Interior Health 
website, talk to your local health 
care provider, and know we’re 
not through the pandemic yet and 
vaccinations continue to be the 
best tool we have for preventing 
COVID-19 infection.”

submitted
A new BC Hydro report finds 

while most British Columbians 
think baby boomers are the 
least environmentally conscious 
generation, Gen X has the biggest 
carbon footprint at home.

The report ,  t i t led ‘Green 
generation gap: Gen X most resistant 
to going green at home,’ finds while 

Gen X overtake baby boomers as largest carbon emitters in BC
baby boomers (58-78 years old) 
once lived in the biggest houses with 
the most amenities, there is a shift 
occurring, and now Gen X (42-57 
years old) is the most likely to live in 
larger, detached single-family homes 
that have bigger GHG implications 
– particularly because many are still 
relying heavily on natural gas for 
heating and appliances, and use other 

gas-powered equipment and tools.
“The average home size of 

Gen X is between 1,500 to 2,000 
square feet – twice as large as 
millennials,” said Susie Rieder, 
BC Hydro spokesperson. “Bigger 
homes often mean greater energy 
use and emissions, especially when 
it comes to home heating with 
natural gas, which is often the largest 

contributor.”
While almost a quarter of Gen X 

think their generation cares the most 
about the environment and impacts 
of climate change, over half also 
admitted they could be doing more 
to reduce their carbon footprint. But 
when it comes to giving things up 
to go green, Gen X is significantly 
less willing to make sacrifices than 
millennials (26-41 years old) – this 
may be partially attributed to the 
fact they are the most likely group to 
think the impacts of climate change 
have been exaggerated. 

While many Gen Xers have 
taken steps in the right direction, such 
as recycling and reducing the use of 
single use plastics, they are much less 
willing to give up the gas-powered 
elements of their lives. For example, 
Gen X is nearly 60% less likely 
to give up driving a gas-powered 
vehicle than millennials, and almost 
90% less likely to give up using gas 
appliances than millennials. 

To reduce GHG emissions and 
keep energy costs down, BC Hydro 
recommends heating with a heat 
pump, choosing electric appliances 
over natural gas, and driving an 
EV. If installing a heat pump is 
not an option, use your current 
heating method efficiently and set 
the thermostat at 16°C when away 
from home or sleeping, 18°C when 
cooking or doing housework and 
21°C when relaxing at home.

Visit bchydro.com/clean for 
more details on heat pump rebates 
and an in-depth guide to purchasing 
an EV.

submitted
Jude Moore did his part for the 

Kootenay Lake kokanee salmon this 
summer, hauling dozens of predatory 
trout out of the lake and winning a new 
kayak for his effort.

“My family caught around 60 trout 
at Davis Creek this year,” said the 
11-year-old kids’ derby winner from 
Nelson. “I think I entered 30 fish in the 
draw this summer.”

Kids under 15 years of age 
can enter the heads of rainbow and 
bull trout caught in the lake to win 
spectacular prizes from the Kootenay 
Lake Angler Incentive Program. 

Moore and 10-year-old Abbigail 
Exner of Procter each won a new 
kayak for their entries from September. 
Abbigail’s brothers Ronan and Jonah 
have also won prizes in the derby.

The program, now in its third 
season, is intended to draw down the 
population of trout in the lake to help 
in the recovery of faltering kokanee 
salmon populations, the primary food 
source for trout in Kootenay Lake.

Local kids are doing their part with 
great success. Jude’s biggest trout of 
the season was a 13.5-pound monster.

Kids’ derby prize winner reports trout stuffed with kokanee fry
“Since I’m really into fishing, I 

got my friend Elliot into it too,” said 
Jude. “Elliot caught a 10-pound bull 
trout and there were 53 kokanee fry in 
its stomach.”

Jude is an avid angler, who started 
fishing in mountain lakes under the 
guidance of his grandfather at the age 
of four. These days he fishes from the 
shoreline and sometimes from a canoe 
with a trolling motor. The kayak will 
add a new dimension to his fishing 
excursions.

“I have also fished from a kayak 
at Erie Creek and Davis Creek,” said 
Jude. “It’s really fun trolling along or 
casting from a kayak.”

The derby is a citizen-driven 
initiative intended to reduce the over-
abundance of rainbow and bull trout 
in the lake and promote the recovery 
of their main prey, the endangered 
kokanee salmon. 

The Kootenay Lake Angler 
Incentive Program encourages anglers 
to harvest rainbow and bull trout in 
the main body of Kootenay Lake and 
then bring the heads to local depots to 
enter a monthly draw for a prize worth 
$1,000. In addition to the monthly 

prizes, this year’s grand prizes include 
a 2022 Ford F-150, with the off-road 
Tremor package, from Nelson Ford 
and a 2022 Polaris side-by-side from 
Main Jet Motorsports. Kids’ derby 
prizes include kayaks, fishing gear and 
zipline packages.

To enter, anglers must bring 
an intact fish head (or full fish for 
Woodbury tissue sample) to one of four 
return depots: Balfour Gill & Gift Gas 
Station, Woodbury Resort, Crawford 
Bay Market, or Wynndel Foods & 
Outdoor Gear.

Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive 
Program is managed by the local West 
Arm Outdoors Club with support from 
BC Wildlife Federation, Freshwater 
Fisheries Society of BC, Habitat 
Conservation Trust Foundation, 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural 
Development, and several local 
merchants from around Kootenay 
Lake.

The ministry urges anglers to 
continue to participate in this program 
and harvest their catch within daily 
quota limits to support the recovery 
of Kootenay Lake’s kokanee salmon.



The Valley Voice   November 3, 2022   14 COMMUNITY

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
New hours: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Closed Sundays • Our biggest blanket sale 
ever is happening now! Select wool and organic cotton blankets from Klippan 

and recycled fabric MINI TIPI blankets are now 25% off • ANIAN is our newest 
eco-fashion brand and we’re excited to introduce them. All of their classic 
clothing is made of recycled wool or cotton textiles right here in BC. Come in 
and check them out! • Our bookshelves are still chock full of quality books for 
all ages, and our gazebo on Main still has great natural fibre clothing deals as 
well as sale books and Putumayo CDs • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to 
see you soon! • RavensNestBC.com • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8 
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm. 
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted by Richard Cannings, 
MP, South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay

It’s not often the government 
is presented with a private 
members’ bill that creates jobs, 
tackles climate change, adds 
value to natural resources and 
helps get around illegal foreign 
trade tariffs. But that’s exactly 
what my private members bill 
does. Bill S-222 directs the 
Minister of Public Works to 
assess building materials for 
environmental benefits, including 
their carbon footprint, before 
approving design contracts for 
federal infrastructure projects.

This bill began its life as my 
Private Members Bill C-354 
in 2016. I was inspired then by 
the example of Structurlam in 
Penticton, a company that was 
leading the mass timber sector 
in North America. Structurlam 
produces glulam beams and 

From the hill: A bill that creates jobs and tackles climate change
cross-laminated timber panels 
that can replace the steel beams 
and cement walls commonly 
used in large buildings around 
the world. Since then, Kalesnikoff 
Lumber has opened up a similar 
mass timber plant in South Slocan.

These mass timber products 
use conventional lumber produced 
in most sawmills around British 
Columbia to create strong, safe, 
and beautiful building materials 
that can be used to construct 
everything from skyscrapers and 
large civic buildings to highway 
bridges.

More and more, the world 
is turning to mass timber to 
construct large buildings. France 
has pledged to have 30% of its 
new large buildings made in this 
manner. Shifting the construction 
industry here to do the same 
involves educating architects and 
engineers of the characteristics 
and benefits of mass timber. 

But we also need to encourage 
local manufacturers to expand 
their production, and one of the 
best ways to do that is through 
government procurement. That’s 
exactly what this bill is designed 
to do.

Expanded production would 
mean that British Columbia 
sawmills could sell more of their 
lumber to mass timber plants, 
thus opening up a new market 
and lowering the reliance on 
exports to the United States that 
have been plagued repeatedly by 
illegal softwood lumber tariffs 
over the past 30 years. On top of 
that, mass timber can be exported 
to the United States without 
facing those tariffs, as it is a 
manufactured product, not raw 
lumber.

As the supply of logs has been 
reduced over the past decades 
through harvest, wildfire and 
beetle outbreaks, the forest 

industry has been searching for 
ways to get more value out of 
each tree cut. Mass timber won’t 
increase the forest harvest, but it 
will create more jobs and more 
value that stay in Canada.

Earlier versions of the bill that 
singled out the use of wood were 
criticized by the cement industry, 
as they were developing new 
types of concrete that sequestered 
carbon dioxide as well. My bill 
avoids this by simply asking 
the Minister to use products that 
deliver environmental benefits 
such as carbon sequestration. 
And mass timber, made entirely 
of sequestered carbon that could 
easily remain intact for centuries, 
is a good candidate for that quality.

I’ve also heard concerns that 
large wood buildings might be 
a fire hazard, but studies by 
the Natural Resource Council 
have clearly demonstrated that 
buildings made with heavy 

glulam beams and cross-
laminated timber panels are as 
safe or safer than concrete and 
steel structures.  The thick wood 
beams and panels simply char 
slowly when in contact with 
flames, keeping firefighters safe 
and giving occupants more than 
adequate time to exit the building.

Bill C-354 passed in the 
House of Commons in 2018 
but unfortunately died in the 
Senate when that parliament 
ended in 2019. Senator Diane 
Griffin then offered to table it in 
the Senate as Bill S-222 in this 
parliament, giving the bill more 
time and thus more of a chance 
for successful passage. Earlier this 
month, it passed third reading in 
the Senate and came to the House 
of Commons, where I introduced 
it at first reading. It will proceed 
to debate before Christmas, and I 
hope that it will pass and finally 
become law sometime next spring.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 
FOSTERING AN ANIMAL IN NEED?
You may not realize that PALS in 
Nakusp does not have an actual 
building for the animals in our care. We 
rely on members of our communities 
to open their homes to temporarily 
take care of the pets we rescue. Your 
reward is the companionship and love 
from an animal in need. To find out 
more, call PALS at 250-265-3792. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village will chip in to set up 
a memorial for a local craftsman who 
left his imprint on one of the Village’s 
recent signature projects.

Ron Hogg, a local carpenter 
and contractor,  passed away 
unexpectedly last month, just a few 
days after completing his work on 
phase 3 of the Village’s Downtown 
Revitalization project. 

Hogg “made up a large part of a 
very small workforce and played a 
pivotal role in ensuring the project 
is on budget and completed before 
the end of the season,” said a report 
from staff.

Hogg was well-known and loved 
in Nakusp, and a movement started 
soon after his passing to erect some 
sort of memorial – perhaps a bronze 
plaque – along the village’s main 
street. 

Volunteers want to spend about 
$2,500 for the memorial, to be placed 
in one of the existing mid-block 
plantings on Broadway. 

“ A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s 
recommending that the Village 
contribute a sum of $500 towards 
the memorial to recognize Ron’s 
contribution to the Downtown 
Revitalization project, which has 
spanned over several years,” said a 
staff report. “…Although there are 
no policies in place in regards to 
memorials for impactful community 
members, administration believes 
this is a special situation since Ron 
was a contractor specifically engaged 
in a Village community project, over 
several years.”

Nakusp council, October 24: Memorial for Ron Hogg
C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e 

expenditure.
Signage gets go-ahead

Village council is going to 
chip in for a project to improve 
directional signage in and around 
the community. Council approved 
contributing $20,000 from its 
NACFOR Legacy Fund to the 
Nakusp and Area Development 
Board for a wayfinding signage 
planning project.

The NADB applied for $30,000 
from the CBT Community Initiatives 
and Affected Areas Program for 
the wayfinding signage project, but 
only got half that amount. So they 
asked the Village to make good on a 
commitment to put up $20,000 for the 
project. Since better signage to guide 
visitors to attractions like the Nakusp 
Hot Springs and local wineries is 
a council priority, it agreed to the 
expenditure. The contribution still 
leaves nearly $450,000 available in 
the Legacy Fund.
Trail project

The trails that lead from the 
Nakusp Hot Springs into the forest 
surrounding the facility are almost 
as popular as the pools themselves, 
extending kilometres out into the 
bush. But some portions can be a 
little too challenging, and signage 
could be better, as well. That’s why 
council approved a staff request to 
apply to the Columbia Basin Trust 
for a Trail Enhancement Grant for 
improvements to the Source Trail.

“This project will repair trail 
erosion and improve the trail 
condition to enhance accessibility,” 
says a staff report. “As well, a large 

portion of the works will be focused 
on enhancing the hot springs source 
itself with elevated pathways to 
protect the spring and surrounding 
ecosystem…”

New signage will also be put 
in place outlining the history and 
cultural significance of the springs. 

The project will cost about 
$48,000, but the grant would cover 
80% of the costs. The Village’s share 
($9,600) will come from the hot 
springs budget surplus, now standing 
at over $300,000.
Development bylaw

New rules on how to get your 
development project approved by 
the Village have passed initial review 
by council.

Council gave the Village’s new 
Development Procedures Bylaw first 
and second readings.

“Although in general, the current 
Nakusp development approvals 
process flows reasonably well, this 
proposed bylaw is intended to clarify 
and standardize the application 
process for all, including applicants, 
community, future staff and the 
development industry,” notes a report 
from staff.

Among other changes, the new 
bylaw devolves some authority to 
the chief administrative officer, 
allowing that person to review 
and approve minor development 
projects. Those would include things 
like floorspace additions under 
20 square metres, landscaping, or 
non-structural improvements to the 
building façade costing less than 
$25,000 (if other conditions are 
met). Delegating that authority “will 

reduce staff time since some staff 
reports and in some circumstances 
the public hearing process can be 
avoided,” notes the report.
Mural approval

Speaking of approving projects, 
council asked the administration if 
anyone had approved the new mural 
on the Homegrown Market building 
before it was painted in October. 
The mural, depicting a mountain 
landscape, covers the entire front of 
the building at 320 Broadway.

CAO Wayne Robinson admitted 
he only reviewed the mural design 
“while they were doing the painting,” 
but noted that the Village doesn’t 
really have a rigorous approval 
project for public murals on 
downtown commercial property. 
The existing official community plan 
only stipulates that colours used in 
painting mimic the “look and feel 
of mountains,” which Robinson 
noted is basically any colour found 
in nature.

But he said the Village wanted 
to balance control with encouraging 
maintenance.

“You don’t want to deter people 
from painting buildings, otherwise 
you might have situations where 
buildings start looking dilapidated 
because people just don’t want to 
bother getting a building permit,” 
said Robinson. “So that just reduces 
that barrier.”

In her last meeting as councillor, 
Susan DeSandoli asked if tighter 
rules governing what is painted on 
buildings might be a good thing. 
CAO Robinson said changes would 
have to be made to the OCP bylaw, 

which was just passed a few months 
ago. Doing that’s a big job, and 
he suggested incorporating those 
changes with the upcoming process 
to update zoning bylaws – a job for 
the next council, which will be sworn 
in in November. 
Low voter turnout

The off ic ia l  report  f rom 
Nakusp’s election returning officer 
was submitted for council approval, 
and it showed some pretty dismal 
numbers in terms of participation at 
the municipal elections October 15. 
The Village had 150 advance poll 
ballots printed up: 80 were used, 
which is not so bad. Then it had 
1,550 ballots printed for the October 
15 general municipal election: only 
318 were used. More than 1,200 were 
left unmarked. 

Nakusp had one of the lowest 
voter turnouts in the West Kootenay, 
with just 28% of the population 
bothering to cast a ballot. New 
Denver, just down the highway, had 
the highest turnout. 
Reapplying for deck

A couple will get a second crack 
at getting approval for a home 
reno project. David and Shirley 
Hastings of 303 7th Avenue had their 
application for a setback variance 
for a new exterior landing and stairs 
rejected, because its size brought it 
too close the property’s borders.

Council suggested they might 
approve a smaller deck, but 
development rules mean the couple 
normally would not be allowed to 
apply again for six months. 

“Generally, it is not a best 
practice to reconsider an application 
that council has denied,” staff noted 
in a report. “However, in this case, 
council expressed an interest in 
the applicants requesting a smaller 
landing and the only way to do so 
in an expedient manner is to allow 
the applicant to resubmit their 
application.”

It took a two-thirds majority 
of council to waive the six-month 
cooling-off period. The couple will 
now be allowed to resubmit their 
application, with a smaller landing 
design, to be considered at a future 
council meeting. 

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Long-time trustee Lora Lee 
Brekke’s “penchant for plaid” prompted 
everyone to show up in plaid shirts to 
honour her at her last meeting after 17 
years of service.

“Lora Lee’s experience and 
knowledge have been a tremendous 
resource,” said Board Chair Christine 
Dixon. “She has served in many roles 
on many committees and made lasting 
connections with people involved in 
education all over the province.”

Brekke will be replaced by 
Amanda Murphy, who was acclaimed 
to the position of trustee-at-large in the 
October election.
Daycare to start hiring 
process

The school district is getting ready 
to start the hiring process for the new 
daycare at Nakusp Elementary. SD 10 
Human Resources Manager Michelle 
Grenier is trying to get an idea of how 
many staff they will be able to hire, as 
staff levels will determine the number 
of children they can take.

Grenier plans to put out a request 
for expressions of interest to determine 
the number of potential job applicants, 
with more information to come about 
the specific credentials needed for 
the positions. The jobs fall under the 
jurisdiction of BC’s Community Care 
and Assisted Living Act so candidates 

School District 10, October 18: All plaid send-off for Lora Lee Brekke
will need to meet criteria laid out in 
the Child Care Licensing Regulation to 
work in the facility.

The opening of the 96-seat 
daycare facility is behind schedule 
after construction and hiring delays. The 
facility is to be the first such daycare 
in a BC elementary school, providing 
care for preschoolers and older children 
before and after school. In 2020, the 
district received $3 million in funding 
from the Province and $150,000 from 
the Columbia Basin Trust for the 
project.
Exploring the four-day 
school week

The school district continues to 
explore the possibility of a district-wide 
four-day school week. A motion passed 
at the October 18 meeting to start the 
consultation process and solicit feedback 
from Parent Advisory Councils.

Trustee Stephen Gascon said the 
four-day week is perfect for areas that 
are strung out geographically, have 
challenges with staff recruitment and 
retention, have a big emphasis on work-
life balance and have transportation 
challenges. “Those are things that really 
apply to our district,” he said.

Both Burton and Edgewood 
Elementary Schools are already on the 
four-day school week. Trustee Lora Lee 
Brekke said the consultation process 
for those schools took “a long, long, 
long time,” and included meeting with 

parents, staff and other community 
members.

Because of the way the full 
consultation process works, any changes 
would not be able to take place until 
the 2024-2025 school year, reported 
Dubinsky.
New student progress 
reporting

Superintendent Peter Dubinsky 
informed the board about the new 
provincial standards for reporting 
student progress to parents. The new 
standards take effect for the 2023-2024 
school year.

Much will remain the same for 
parents in School District 10, Dubinsky 
said. There will still be the five 
‘communication events’ throughout 
the school year. These include two 
written learning updates, two flexible 
learning updates, such as parent-teacher 
conferences or emails, and a written 
summary of learning at the end of the 
term.

Written feedback will be ‘strength 
based,’ identifying what the student 
does well and how they can continue to 
develop skills, and must include student 
self-assessment and goal setting.

Also, absences and behaviour issues 
are not to be considered when grading 
students. They are instead to receive 
an ‘IE’ for ‘insufficient evidence of 
learning,’ replacing ‘incomplete’ as a 
mark.

“If behaviour is a challenge it 
should not be reflected in their academic 
assessment,” Dubinsky said.

The four-part proficiency scale for 
K-9 students will not change in SD 10, 
though it may be new for some districts. 
Letter grades for students in grades 10-
12 remain the same for now, but moving 
all grades to the proficiency scale at 
some point will likely be explored.

Parents are also to receive regular 
updates on how their child is progressing 
toward graduation in terms of completing 
required courses and electives. Dubinsky 
said the goal is to ensure both students 
and parents are aware of the progress 
being made to complete graduation 
requirements.

“So there are no surprises,” 
Dubinsky said.

All students, regardless of disability, 
will receive learning feedback in the 
same manner.

The new reporting standards 
follow the recent shift in the provincial 
curriculum toward skill development 
rather than fact retention. The Province 
calls this a change to “concept-based and 
competency-driven education.”

“There are a lot of skills we want 
students to be able to do, and less in 
terms of specific content we want them 
to know,” Dubinsky said. “The focus is 
what they do with that content – how 
they process and analyze and create and 
construct.”
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Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

CARD OF THANKS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

New hours:
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 

4:30 pm
Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MUSIC LESSONS

Local, organic 
homemade food
509 Harold Street

Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your friendly 
neighbourhood 
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK at 
803 Kildare Street, New Denver is open the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month between 
3 and 5 pm. For information, call Sue 250 
358-7787 or Syl 250 358-2676.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 

loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan.

THE SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION would 
like to say THANK YOU VERY MUCH to the 
following businesses who generously donated 
prizes towards our Legion Week Celebration 
on October 16: Raven Acupuncture, Mama 
Sita’s, Evergreen Natural Foods, Slocan 
Valley Massage, Slocan City Hotel, Gatesway 
Guest Rooms, New Market Foods, Slocan 
Valley Co-op, Village of Slocan, Mountain 
Valley Station, Flaca’s Bakery & Bistro, Ice 
Creek Lodge, Heritage Credit Union and 
The Col Guest House. Your support was 
very much appreciated; you helped to make 
our celebration a success! THANK YOU, 
too, to all who attended the Celebration. We 
loved seeing you! Our next events: November 
5 for Texas Hold’em, November 11 for our 
Remembrance Day Service and November 
20 for our Christmas in the Valley Craft Fair. 
Don’t forget our Friday Dance Nights & 
Sunday Music Jams as well. Watch for posters 
and ads! The Legion welcomes members & 
guests.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH annual 
Christmas flea market. Nov 26, 10-2 at the 
Bosun Hall. Phone Bev Casley to rent a 
table: 250-358-7771.
AGM FOR THE SLOCAN LAKE 
BOATING ASSOCIATION will be 
held at Bosun Hall November 5 at 10 am. 
All members are encouraged to attend. 
For further information, please email 
slocanlba@gmail.com
SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY AGM - You’re invited to 
the 15th Anniversary SLSS AGM, 
Saturday, November 19, 10 am. In 
person at New Denver Knox Hall or for 
zoom link contact: slocanlss@gmail.
com. Informative presentations and 
refreshments.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT: 
at the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276 

November 5 starting at 6:30 pm sharp, 502 
Harold St. Slocan $30 Buy-in. Advance 
tickets must be reserved by emailing 
276svl@gmail.com or by phoning 250-
355-2672 or at the Legion on Friday 6-9 
pm or Sunday 5-9 pm. Tickets may not be 
available at the door. The Legion welcomes 
members & guests.
SLAC PRESENTS 5RHYTHMS 
Free Dance at Slocan Lake Arts Centre. 
Experienced facilitator Val Campbell will 
guide the process of Gabrielle Roth’s 
5Rhythms of flow, staccato, chaos, lyrical 
and stillness. Sessions will be held on 
Tuesday evenings 7:15-8:15 run November 
8, 15 and 22. Cost per session is $20. 
Advance registration is required by visiting 
www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca or calling 
Val at 587-436-9596. No experience is 
necessary.
THE NEW DENVER & AREA 
COMMUNITY HAMPER SOCIETY 
invites you to an open house at the new 
location of the Food Bank, 803 Kildare 
Street, November 19, 1 to 3 pm.
SLOCAN LAKE GOLF CLUB AGM 
– Tuesday, November 8 at 7 pm at the 
Clubhouse.

HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY 
of the North Slocan Valley invites one 
and all to our Annual General Meeting, 
Wednesday November 23, Bosun Hall, 7 
pm. Guest speaker: Angie Elsmore, CBT 
Community Liaison, will give a short 
presentation and will join us in a community 
project brainstorming session. Come share 
your ideas! 
VALHALLA FINE ARTS Annual 
General Meeting. Please join us for tea 
and treats at the Knox Hall on Sunday, 
November 27 at 4 pm.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday, 
November 5, 2022 from 9am-noon. Pick-up 
from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead 
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank 
you for your support.
BEGINNERS TAI CHI, Nakusp Arena, 
Mondays and Thursdays 10-11 am. 
Registration begins October 27. Cut-off 
day November 7. One-time charge of $50 to 
learn the 108 moves (about 4 to 6 months). 
Questions: Mary 250-265-9986 or Ruth 
250-265-3353.
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Workers, and Cleaners.
If you are interested in applying for these 
positions, please create a profile on our 
website and apply today: https://jobs.
interiorhealth.ca/
Need help applying or would like more 
information? Please contact us at this email: 
HCAPRecruitment@interiorhealth.ca
S u p p o r t S e r v i c e s R e c r u i t m e n t @
interiorhealth.ca

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: 
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 250-
358-7828.

A GATHERING TO REMEMBER Our 
Friend, JUDITH CEROLI on her birthday, 
Saturday, November 5 at 1 pm, Vallican 
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little 
Slocan South Rd.

COMMUNITY
CRAFT FAIRS

IN MEMORIAM

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

October 28,
2022

HOSPICE

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTHFOR RENT

MOVING SALE

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

SLOCAN PARK HALL XMAS CRAFT 
FAIR - 3036 Hwy 6, Sunday, November 20, 
10 am to 4 pm.
CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY 
ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR AT THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION 502 Harold 
St. Slocan, Sunday, November 20 from 
10 am to 3 pm. Come out and support 
our artisans! Only $1.00 admission. Door 
prizes! Soup, sandwiches & goodies 
available. We look forward to seeing you!

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.

BEAUTIFUL NEW DENVER lakefront 
seasonal rental available November 1, 2022 
to June 30, 2023. Entire home - 3 bedroom, 

2 bathroom, 2 den, new appliances, wood & 
electric heat, full fenced backyard. $1,350/
month (utilities not included) 604-723-
6471, courtneyharrop@gmail.com

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
MOUNTAIN ASH NATUROPATHIC 
MEDICINE • Virtual Clinic • Accepting 
new patients • Book online: www.
drashleyromanchuk.com • Questions? 
Email: info@drashleyromanchuk.com 
• Invest in your Health.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
needed part-time for local financial firm. 
The successful applicant will be positive, 
detail-oriented, an effective communicator, 
and willing to learn. Own computer 
required. You can work from home. 
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.

INTERIOR HEALTH is looking for local 
New Denver applicants for entry level 
positions.
We are looking for applicants interested in 
the Health Career Access Program (HCAP). 
HCAP is an initiative where the Province 
pays for post-secondary education in the 
Health Care Assisant Certificate program, 
and you will be paid full-time wage while 
attending school.
We are also looking for Food Service 

John Patterson 1943-2014
Gone are the days we used to share
But in my heart you are always there.
Never more than a thought away
Loved and remembered every day.

-Love your family

MUST SELL EVERYTHING - Antiques: 
furniture: dressers, bookcases, stain glass 
lamps, mirrors, etc. Household: pictures, 
cooking equipment, dishes, pots, platters, 
plates, many more. Outside furniture: 
chairs, lounges with cushions. Clothing: 
leather jackets. Phone 250-355-2254 to 
make an appt. Open 10-4 on weekends. 
7729 Loyola Rd., Lemon Creek.

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 
for details

IN MEMORIAM
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Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

COMMUNITY

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

SERVICES

NOTICES

WANTED

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

PETS

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006. 
Valhalla Path Realty

NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE? 
12’x12’ basement storage units available 
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844 
for details.
“WETT” CERTIFIED INSPECTIONS 
& Consultations - KF Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. Serving the West Kootenays for over 
44 years. Charles (Doug) Burton 250-
355-0089.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULL-
CYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES. 
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal 
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience 
with excellent references. QuickBooks 
desktop and online versions. Contact 
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.
com

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

submitted
Researchers, faculty and students 

at Selkirk College are embarking on an 
extensive three-year project to address 
rural homelessness. The project brings 
together diverse community partners with 
the aim to improve the well-being of those 
experiencing homelessness across the West 
Kootenay.

Spurred by the recently announced 
$360,000 grant from the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC), the project is a result of 
bringing together 17 supporting partners 

Selkirk College research project to explore regional response to homelessness 
that includes local government, social 
service agencies, health care providers and 
post-secondary partners. The ‘Bridging 
Rural Homelessness and Well-Being: A 
Sustainable and Collaborative Regional 
Response’ social innovation project is being 
led by the team at Selkirk Innovates and will 
ultimately result in evidence-based decision 
making and coordinated regional actions to 
better support the marginalized population.

“The complex issues surrounding 
homelessness in our region are not 
community-specific and it requires a broader 
lens to provide the needed improvement to 
well-being of this vulnerable population,” 
says Jayme Jones, the project director at 
Selkirk Innovates. 

Social service organizations in the 
West Kootenay have reported the incidence 
of homelessness in the region is on the rise 
and made worse by the colliding crises 
that include housing, overdose/toxic drugs, 
pandemic and extreme weather. Response 
to support marginalized populations 
currently lacks a collaborative regional 
approach, which only adds additional 
challenges to organizations with limited 
resources.

Trail, Nelson and Castlegar committed 
$7,500 each to the project, providing the 
ability to secure additional funding for three 
student internships through the non-profit 
national research organization Mitacs. 
The interns will be student nurses who 
will conduct street outreach through the 
summer months for three years starting in 
2023. With partner cash contributions, in-
kind contributions and the SSHRC/Mitacs 
funding, the entire project is an investment 
of more than $650,000 over three years.

“This project will make an enormous 
difference in our community,” says Morag 

Carter, executive director of the Greater 
Trail Community Skills Centre. “We have 
built a broad alliance around the crisis 
of homelessness in our community, with 
the aim of building additional supportive 
housing for the most vulnerable, but we are 
only just beginning to understand the full 
complexity of the issue. This project will 
enable us to understand the full extent of the 
underlying factors behind homelessness in 
the region and enable us to better identify 
effective solutions for our community and 
for the region.”

The core project team consists of 
Selkirk College faculty, student research 
interns and a lived experience consultant. 
The complexities of the issue require 
an approach that breaks free of silos. It 
will convene a regional team made up of 
project partners, which will act as a living 
lab so that community partners can play 
a vital role in the design and conduct of 
research. In the broader scope, current 
Selkirk College initiatives such as the 
Student Outreach Street Nursing Program 
and other course-specific projects will be 
incorporated into the project.

Using participatory action research 
methodology with a case study approach, 
the work will include annual surveys 
of service users and service providers 
to monitor evolving needs and access, 
literature reviews, meetings with 
stakeholders, an annual West Kootenay 
Homelessness Response Summit, and 
strengthening of community relationships.

“We’ve waited a long time for a 
regional approach to housing, homelessness, 
poverty, mental health and addictions,” 
says Deb McIntosh, Coordinator of the 
Castlegar Community Harvest Food Bank. 

“We recognize that we have been working 
in silos for far too long. We look forward 
to long term solutions for those most 
vulnerable in our communities throughout 
the region. We appreciate the efforts of 
Selkirk College and all involved.”

The project will conclude in 2025, with 
ongoing updates provided to community 
leaders and social service organizations. 

The expected benefits of the project 
include improved well-being for those 
experiencing homelessness due to 
coordinated regional actions that respond 
to evolving needs. Service organizations 
will be bolstered by additional capacity 
through Selkirk College and strengthened 
relationships that support more regional 
coordination. Selkirk College students will 
benefit by participating in vitally relevant 
research while gaining experience that can 
be brought into future careers.

“The work KCDS does – across 
all our programs and service areas – is 
increasingly helped or hindered by the 
security of our clients’ housing,” says 
Jocelyn Carver, executive director of the 
Kootenay Career Development Society. “It 
is much harder for people to find and keep 
work – and to move toward career goals 
and financial independence – if you don’t 
know where you will safely lay your head, 
do your laundry or make meals for your 
kids the next week or the week after that. 
The collaborative and regional approach 
embedded in this project is going to be 
foundational in its success. This is truly 
a project where the sum will be greater 
than its individual parts. We can’t wait to 
get started.”

Find out more about Selkirk Innovates 
at: https://selkirk.ca/innovates
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submitted
Kootenay Native Plant 

Society (KNPS) launched 
its 2022 fall planting season 
with the help of a team of 
volunteers and supporters at 
Fort Shepherd and Syringa 
Creek Park in October. 

As part of its larger 
Pollination Pathway Program, 
KNPS aims to plant 13 sites 
with more than one million 
native plant seedlings and 
seeds including showy 
milkweed, pink fairies and 
brown-eyed Susans to support 
pollinating insects in our 
region, including the red listed 
Monarch butterfly. During this 
active time of year, KNPS 
celebrates the good work 
being done by its supporters 
and partners and is issuing a 
call to action to communities 
at large.

“When we launched the 
Pollination Pathway project 
in 2020, we had a vision of an 
interconnected web of thriving 
plant communities, a pathway 
through our region that could 
help support bees, butterflies 
and other pollinators and 
ensure their abundance in A Kootenay Native Plant Society planting day at Syringa Park.

Kootenay Native Plant Society launches fall planting season
the West Kootenays,” says 
Valerie Huff, KNPS founder 
and program manager. “And 
we have already had success, 
with evidence the endangered 
Monarch butterfly is using the 
planting sites in the Lower 
Columbia  and summer 
students reporting active and 
varied bee visitors at sites as 
well. We are grateful a large 
and growing community is 
engaged with our work and is 
eager to see the planting sites 
developing and thriving.” 

Huff adds that there is 
always more we can do. 
KNPS is inviting people from 
across the region to protect 
the endangered Monarch by 
protecting already successful 
host  si tes and to plant 
milkweed in their yard or 
neighbourhood, if possible. 
“Ensure you are planting 
showy milkweed that is native 
to our area, and it is free of 
pesticides,” she says.

Other ways to get involved 
include donating to support 
planting sites or volunteering. 
Planting days, seed collecting 
and information booths and 
presentations are just a few 

ways  KNPS welcomes 
engagement and support.

More details on the work 
of Pollination Pathway and 
the Monarch Call to Action 
(including where to buy 
pesticide-free native plants) 
can be found at  www.

kootenaynativeplants.ca or on 
their Facebook or Instagram 
pages or by emailing info@
kootenaynativeplants.ca.

KNPS planting days 
and the Pollination Pathway 
program are generously 
supported by Columbia 

Basin Trust, BC Parks, 
Environment and Climate 
Change Canada, Fish and 
Wildlife Compensation 
Program and BC Gaming, 
as well as a number of 
community donors and 
volunteers. Warm thanks 

to sponsors who kindly 
contributed to our recent 
planting days: Teck Trail 
Opera t ions ,  FWCP’s 
Community Engagement 
Grant, Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union and Waneta 
Sunshine Rotary.

submitted
Joining the worldwide 

effor t  to  champion and 
accelerate solutions to the 
climate crisis, Selkirk College 
and the West Kootenay Climate 
Hub will explore inspiring local 
initiatives in an online TEDx 
Countdown event.

O n  N o v e m b e r  6 
between 3 and 5 pm, the 
TEDxSelkirkCollege Climate 
Countdown will feature more 
than a dozen speakers who 
are working on a broad range 
of local initiatives from an 
accessible active transportation 
corridor to paying closer 
attention to butterflies as 
pollinators. This free and 
informative event is open to 
everyone in the community.

“There is so much terrific 
work being done in our region 
when it comes to taking 
on the climate crisis,” says 
Laura Nessman, sustainability 
coordinator at Selkirk College. 
“This is a great opportunity 
for us to add interesting local 
flavour to a global event. It’s 
not only a chance to learn a little 
more about a very challenging 
issue facing the entire planet, 
but it’s an event that provides 
hope because there are lots 
of people doing lots of hard 
work.”

S i n c e  l a u n c h i n g  i n 
2020, the now annual TEDx 
Countdown has resulted in a 
variety of important outcomes, 
including global livestreams, 
more than 100 TED Talks and 
1,021 locally-hosted events. 
Selkirk College has facilitated 

Selkirk College hosts TEDx online event to showcase local climate initiatives
the local Countdown event 
since the start and this will 
be third annual virtual day of 
information.

T h e  t w o - h o u r 
TEDxSelkirkCollege Climate 
Countdown will feature short 
TED-style talks ranging from 
grassroot initiatives to industry-
focused projects.

Solita Work will share the 
vision and work being done 
by the West Kootenay Cycling 
Coalition towards a fully 

accessible active transportation 
corridor between Nelson and 
Castlegar.

Kait lyn Taburiaux,  a 
graduate of Selkirk College’s 
Rural Pre-Medicine Program, 
will highlight her recent 
research on youth climate 
anxiety.

Sarah West and Malin 
Christensson, two experienced 
practitioners, will offer practical 
ideas on how we can address 
our own climate anxieties. 

Jacomien van Tonder will 
discuss initiatives that Metal 
Tech Alley is leading with 
industry to build a circular 
economy in the Kootenays.

Bruno-Charles Busseau, 
a researcher with Selkirk 
Innovates, will present about 
the role of laser imaging to help 
reduce wildfire risk.

Joelle Burnie will provide 
an update on the work being 
done by the Friends of 
Kootenay Lake Stewardship 

Society. 
O l g a  a n d  E l i z a b e t h 

Hallborg wil l  share the 
successes of the Castlegar 
Butterflyway, an initiative 
that is dedicated to supporting 
pollinators in the region.

Melissa Lavery, who heads 
the Youth Climate Corp in 
the West Kootenay, will be 
joined by Alex Leffalaar, a past 
participant who currently is 
working with Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
on its climate plan. 

The event will also feature 
musical performances by ultra-
talented Sapphire Guthrie, 

who is a second-year student 
in the Selkirk College’s 
Contemporary Music  & 
Technology Program.

“Through events like 
this, together we can build a 
future that is safer, cleaner and 
fairer for everyone by cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
half by 2030,” says Laura Sacks 
of the West Kootenay Climate 
Hub.

The Sunday, November 6 
online event is free, but pre-
registration is required. You can 
find more information and links 
to registration at www.selkirk.
ca/tedxselkirkcollege.

Selkirk College Sustainability Coordinator Laura Nessman (right) and Laura Sacks (left) from the West Kootenay Climate 
Hub are two of the organizers of this year’s TEDxSelkirkCollege Countdown event that is taking place online on Sunday, 

November 6. The two-hour event will feature a dozen local presenters and is free to everyone in the community.
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In 
Remembrance 
of Ron Hogg
I was touched to see and meet 

many of the people who attended 
Ron’s Memorial. How fitting to 
begin with a Scottish hymn and end 
with one as well.  The short stories 
shared by many resonated the same 
thought. What a good person he was 
and how much he will be missed. 

Had I found the courage and 
words I too would’ve spoken of his kindness and generosity. I’m thankful 
he challenged my building and maintenance knowledge. Showed me the 
long way to do things.......”No Shortcuts!” he’d say. I know I’m not the 
only woman who can now lay flooring or use a nail gun because of his 
patience and expectations.

Endless hard worker but not without loud music, good laughs and 
peanut butter cookies. One of the most memorable days would have to be 
this photo. Rick & Janice felt we all needed a day off. A walk which took 
us up to St. Leon Falls. Spectacular. Time spent together by the brothers 
with no tools in sight was truly a day off.

The family, friends and community will forever miss him. We will 
see him always when we walk the trails he built at the Farm, the yew 
tree he nurtured and whenever we use a piece of lumber he milled. 
A very close friend of mine reminded me that certain people come into 
our lives at the most unexpected times. Enriching and moving us along a 
path not before seen... Even if just for a short while.

So when you remember how much a part of your life Ron Hogg was....you 
too were as much a part of his.

submitted
A large new sign presenting 

comprehensive information on the 
Sinixt territory, the marsh ecosystem, 
and eight keystone species was 
recently unveiled at the Snk’mip 

Beautiful Sinixt interpretive sign unveiled at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
Marsh Sanctuary. The sign project 
was a joint effort between the 
Autonomous Sinixt and the Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology (VFE).

Unveiling the sign marks a 
milestone for Sinixt resurgence 

in their territory and bolsters the 
Autonomous Sinixt group’s language 
revitalization work. Plants and 
animals are described on the sign 
with both their English name and 
their name in the Sinixt dialect, 
Snslxcin (Interior Salish dialect).

“Language revitalization is a 
powerful act of Indigenous resistance. 
Incorporating Snslxcin into the 
Snk’mip project is an important 
step in asserting Sinixt resurgence 
by honouring and uplifting Sinixt 
sovereignty over our inherent cultural 
responsibilities to our təmxʷúlaʔxʷ 
(homeland). This project also offers 
the community an opportunity to 
speak to the plants and animals 

existing in Sinixt təmxʷúlaʔxʷ 
in a language they understand,” 
said Autonomous Sinixt Matriarch 
Marilyn James. 

“We’re already seeing how school 
teachers can use the information on 
the sign as a teaching tool, and for the 
general public, the interpretive sign 
provides a great orientation to the 
site’s importance both ecologically 
and as a former Sinixt village called 
Snk’mip, located within Sinixt 
territory,” said VFE director Lorna 
Visser.

Sarah Beauchamp developed the 
content for the sign and researched 
the complex, nuanced spellings 
required for the names of the featured 

plants and animals in the Snslxcin 
dialect. Sinixt language expert Taress 
Alexis, with the help of two linguists, 
confirmed the correct presentation 
of the words in Snslxcin. Artist 
Rü Cabodyna created the lovely 
watercolour illustrations; Sonya 
Schepkowski did the graphic design 
and layout; and Autonomous Sinixt 
projects director K.L. Kivi helped 
with project design and funding.

Financial support was provided 
by the First Peoples Cultural Council, 
the Fish & Wildlife Compensation 
Program, VFE individual donors, 
the Blood of Life Collective and 
the Nakusp Museum. In addition 
to providing paid employment, the 
interpretive sign project required 
hundreds of hours of volunteer time 
to complete.

The public is welcome to see 
the sign and enjoy the Snk’mip 
Marsh Sanctuary, a great place to 
appreciate nature and experience a 
beautiful overlook of the marsh and 
view its many inhabitants. Careful, 
quiet observation will reveal dozens 
of bird species (including the two 
juvenile bald eagles that hatched on 
the property this spring), migratory 
swans, resident beavers and a range 
of amphibians and reptiles. The 
VFE’s restoration work has included 
the installation of resting benches at 
a variety of viewpoints so bring a 
snack or a thermos of tea and enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings (and 
be sure to pack out all garbage). 
Remember to bring bear spray.

Park at the top of Bonanza Creek 
Road in Hills, just off Highway 6, 
and walk down the dirt driveway 
to the sanctuary entrance. People 
with disabilities can drive down 
to the sanctuary entrance, park in 
the handicapped parking spaces, 
and from there use the wheelchair-
accessible pathway to reach the 
marsh-overlook viewpoint.

Marilyn James, Autonomous Sinixt Matriarch (in centre, wearing red and black scarf) and Sinixt elder Al Richardson (with his new puppy, Matsu), celebrate the unveiling of an attractive and information-packed interpretive sign at the Snk’mip 
Marsh Sanctuary (located in Sinixt territory at the north end of Slocan Lake). In the photo with Marilyn and Al are supporters and allies of the Autonomous Sinixt and the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology. L. to R.: Wayne McCrory, VFE chairperson 

(who constructed the substantial kiosk with the help of Bryan Whelan); Al Richardson; Amber Peters, VFE biologist; supporter Ohshinnah Kayle; Lori Barkley, political anthropologist and advisor to the Autonomous Sinixt; Marilyn James; Lorna 
Visser, project lead for Snk’mip Marsh restoration; Mike Sarell, snake biologist; and supporter Tom Babott. All are saying “lim limpt” (thank you) for the collective effort that went into the interpretive sign project.


