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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Municipal election night was kind 
to incumbents across the Valley Voice 
readership area. Voters on October 15 
returned the mayors of Kaslo, New 
Denver and Slocan to power after they 
faced challengers. And for the most part, 
incumbent councillors were re-elected as 
well, with a couple of exceptions.

The hardest-fought race might have 
been in New Denver, where 99.5% of 
all eligible voters – all but two people 
– cast a ballot in the election. The 
community has been divided over a 
pump track being built in an off-leash 
dog area, and it appears the issue 
brought nearly every possible voter out 
to have their say. Incumbent Mayor 
Leonard Casley handily defeated his 
challenger, Heather Fox, by a vote of 
250-162. Two incumbents were returned 
(Colin Moss and John Fyke) and two 
new faces – Danika Hammond and 
Casey Law – were voted to council 
after campaigning together as ‘the next 

Municipal election 2022: Incumbents return to leadership roles
generation.’ Incumbent Vern Gustafson 
was the odd man out in the five-person 
race for four council seats.

Though it didn’t have the same 
voter turnout (55.1%), Slocan was 
the next big race to watch on election 
night. Incumbent Mayor Jessica Lunn 
defeated rival Dave Frederickson by 22 
votes, 94-72. Long-serving councillor 
Madeleine Perriere was the only sitting 
councillor returned to office. Jordan 
Knott and Joanna van Bynen were voted 
in, but there was a tie for the fourth 
seat between incumbent Ezra Buller 
and Nicol Berinstein. The result of the 
judicial recount was not available at 
press time. 

It was a bit more of a cakewalk 
for the third mayor in the region facing 
a challenger. Kaslo’s Suzan Hewat 
handily defeated councillor Henry Van 
Mill, tripling the vote against him 412-
130 for the position. The two incumbent 
councillors running – Molly Leathwood 
and Rob Lang – were returned to office, 
though not in the top position. That 

went to new councillor Erika Bird, who 
received more than 87% of the popular 
vote. About 61.5% of Kaslo residents 
showed up to cast a ballot.

Incumbent councillors did pretty 
well in communities where the mayor 
was acclaimed as well.

In Silverton, three of the four 
incumbent councillors were returned 
to office, with only Arlene Yofonoff 
being replaced by first-time candidate 
Margaret Scaia. Over 64% of voters 
came out to the polls in BC’s smallest 
municipality.

Only one incumbent was running 
in Nakusp, and Aiden McLaren-Caux 
topped the polls with 350, or about 90% 
of the popular vote. Other newcomers 
include local Chamber of Commerce 
board members Tina Knooihuizen 

Seven-year-old Lyla Grant tries to pick the perfect jack-o-lantern material at the annual Pumpkin Festival at Linden Lane Farms in Krestova last weekend.
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continued on page 6

October 29, 2022 is the 99th 
anniversary of the proclamation of 

the Republic of Türkiye!
Türkiye is closer now! Join us in the years 
leading up to our centennial – visit modern 

Türkiye, experience the vitality of our 
hospitable culture and the magnificence of our 

heritage by flying directly from Vancouver. 
Türkiye – The Land of Sun is closer.
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by Moe Lyons
“Fun!” was definitely the word 

of the day at the soft opening for the 
New Denver All Wheels Park (pump 
track) on October 14. 

Organized by New Denver 
resident June McMillan, the event 
attracted around 100 people, many 
of them kids. Music played in the 
background and hot dogs, treats, cake 
and ice cream were on offer. A draw 
awarded numerous prizes donated by 
area merchants to happy recipients.

“I’d say every kid from grade 
eight down is here,” said Margot 
Baker, a local teacher. “And a lot of 
the bigger kids, too. Not all of them 
were on the track, but they were 
definitely here.”

Her daughter, Taylor, and her two 
friends, Blake Volk and Della Berney, 
were really excited to be part of the 
event. Taylor said, “It’s really fun! 
It’s exciting we finally have a bike 
place to go.”

Blake added, “I am really 
glad you can go on a scooter or a 
skateboard as well as a bike.”

New Denver pump track celebrates soft opening
Margot Baker was impressed 

that the kids were being “really 
considerate with one another.” This 
and other basic expectations for 
those using the track were stressed 
in opening remarks by Bryn Perry, 
who “helped with everything,” was 
involved from the very beginning, 
and was hired to work on the project 
with his machine.

The main contractor, Peter 
Schwartz, was pleased with how it all 
worked out, and said that except for 
the vandalism incident, everything 
had gone very smoothly. When 
asked if he had ridden on the track, 
he replied, “Oh yeah! Lots of times! 
It really is fun.”

Carl Jacks, who worked on 
the project in various supportive 
capaci t ies ,  gave some more 
information about the track itself. 
He said the pavement is a really good 
idea, because those dirt tracks break 
down before very long. When asked 
how long this surface was likely to 
last, he said, “It is four to five inches 
deep, which could probably be 

described as overbuilt, so it should 
last a long time. As well, it will be 
sealcoated every year.”

“This is just the first phase,” 
he said. “There will be some more 

extreme jumps for experienced riders 
built behind the current track, and 
eventually trails for the little kids will 
be built through the trees.”

Eloise Charet offered a blessing at 

the event and said, “This is a gift, and 
with this gift comes responsibilities. 
We are so glad to see everyone here 
today, because this is an expression 
of love for all the children.”
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

An ad-hoc community group 
has succeeded in meeting its goal 
of raising $475,000 in just over a 
month to assist the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay’s purchase of 
private land in Krestova for a new 
regional park.

“We are overwhelmed by the 
number of small businesses and 
individuals that have supported this 
cause and raised so much money in 
such a short period of time,” said 
John Bullock, Krestova Regional 
Park Fundraising Committee Chair. 
More than 300 individuals and 120 
businesses contributed to the fund, 
he said.

In August, the RDCK agreed 
to buy about 134 acres in Krestova, 
located at the south end of the Slocan 
Valley, with the intention of turning the 
land into a regional park. The area had 
been used for years by the community 
but was officially private land, and 
went up for sale this summer.

The purchase price is $870,000 – 
and the RDCK didn’t have the money 
to buy the land outright. Local Area 
Director Walter Popoff used $250,000 
from the Community Development 
Fund as seed money, and a private 
donation added $145,000 to the 

Krestova Park purchase drive reaches target, pledge collection begins
sum. But the community had to raise 
another $475,000, and had just about 
five weeks to do so.

The original deadline to secure all 
the necessary funding was October 
5, 2022.

But the sellers were flexible, and 
said if there was real success in finding 
the funds, they’d grant an extension. 
Last Thursday, the RDCK announced 
the community group had raised 
enough funds to justify asking for an 
extension until March 30, 2023.

“My appreciation goes to the 
Krestova Regional Park Fundraising 
Committee and the entire community 
who supported this initiative,” said 
Walter Popoff, RDCK Electoral 
Area H Director. “This has been a 
remarkable effort that many did not 
think was possible, especially in such 
a short period of time.”
Collecting pledges

The head of the fundraising 
committee says they’re still having a 
hard time believing they accomplished 
their goal. 

“We had a mountain to climb that 
seemed impossible, so before each 
meeting, we paused for a minute of 
silence to reach beyond ourselves in 
any spiritual way we knew and ask 
for help,” recalls Bullock. “We pulled 
out all the stops but knew we would 

need more help than what we alone 
could do. 

“I personally believe raising so 
much money in such a short period of 
time was nothing short of a miracle.” 

The community-led initiative is 
now calling in the pledges received 
during the fundraising campaign. 

“The fundraising group has put in 
a tremendous effort and is hoping to 
complete the securing of the pledges 
in the next couple of weeks,” Bullock 
said. He said he’s confident individuals 
and businesses will make good on their 
promises to pay, and the fundraising 
committee’s work should be completed 
by the first week of November.

After that, there’s still the final 
paperwork to be completed, note 
RDCK officials.

“The raising of the funds is just 
one of the conditions that has to be 
met with respect to the purchase of 
the lands,” said Joe Chirico, general 
manager of Community Services at the 
RDCK. “The RDCK will now continue 
to work with the sellers and go through 
the purchasing process, which requires 
the RDCK to have all funds in place to 
close the purchase on March 31, 2023.”

Chirico says it is important to note 
that the earliest the RDCK will own the 
property is March 31, 2023 and until 
then it remains private land.

The kids had a blast at the soft opening of the New Denver Pump Track on October 14.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

AVIAN (BIRD) FLU
Domestic poultry are highly susceptible 
and spread it readily; wild waterfowl, rap-
tors and some shorebirds are somewhat 
susceptible. Low risk of outbreak among 
wild songbirds. Bird feeders considered 
acceptable if not near domestic poultry. 
Regularly scrub feeders, then soak in 
very diluted bleach and water 10 min. or 
soak one hr. in a weak vinegar solution; 
rinse thoroughly.

by Jan McMurray
Despite the large number of bears in 

New Denver this fall, the Conservation 
Officer Service only had eight bear 
reports from village residents in 
September.

“Based on calls to the Conservation 
Officer Service, New Denver isn’t 
that bad this year, but the mayor and 
WildSafeBC Coordinator Cora Skaien 
may be hearing more about it,” said 
Sergeant Ben Beetlestone with the 
regional Conservation Officer Service. 

Indeed, Skaien said bear activity 
this year is higher than average in her 
coverage area, which includes the Arrow 
and Slocan Lakes communities, but is 
not half as bad as it was in 2016.

“Often these patterns can be cyclical, 
especially if many of the bears in 2016 
ended up being destroyed, temporarily 

The bears are back this fall in New Denver
reducing the problem. However, if 
the root cause attracting bears in to 
our communities is not altered in the 
intervening time, the problem repeats 
itself. This is the case in New Denver 
with our abundant fruit and nut trees not 
secured with electric fencing,” she said.

Beetlestone explained that the 
region had a poor crop of huckleberries 
and other natural food sources for bears 
this year because of the drought. So 
in the fall when they are preparing for 
hibernation, they come to communities 
where it’s easy to find high-calorie 
food like fruit, nuts, mountain ash and 
thimbleberries.

Wayne McCrory, local bear 
biologist, says bears have learned over 
generations where the fruit trees are. He 
recalls a friend telling him he watched a 
black bear swim from Wee Sandy Beach 

in Valhalla Park to New Denver. “If even 
the park bears know where the fruit trees 
are, they are not dumb! It’s like a teddy 
bear’s picnic. They are very smart – they 
will figure out where the easiest trees 
are,” McCrory said.

Skaien says bears that learn they 
can feast on fruit trees usually get into 
trouble sooner or later. Unfortunately, 
when a sow brings her cubs into a 
community, they learn that this is a safe 
place with food rewards. So when those 
cubs disperse, they come back. “When 
this happens, very often those dispersing 
bears end up in high levels of conflict 
with humans, and often end up being 
destroyed in the first year or two after 
dispersing. Often people do not realize 
that by allowing the cubs to swim near 
them or feast in their fruit or nut tree, that 
they may be unintentionally contributing 

to their demise. We call this ‘loving them 
to death,’” she said.

Skaien said allowing cubs to access 
fruit and nut trees, garbage, bird feeders, 
etc. teaches them to become food 
conditioned (to associate humans with 
food) and to become habituated (to 
lose their fear of people). When food 
conditioned and/or habituated, they 
may not respond to hazing techniques. 
“Ultimately, these are the bears that tend 
to defend their ground in fruit trees, 
break into vehicles or homes, and end up 
needing to be destroyed, which is very 
sad all around,” she said.

At the end of September, a black 
bear had to be destroyed in New Denver 
because it was causing a lot of problems 
at the campground. Attendant Tiffany 
Reitmeier reports that the bear opened 
the door of a truck that had food in it 
and destroyed the interior. It also raided 
the same campsite several times, and 
was able to open the bear-resistant food 
cache. This was the second bear to be 
destroyed in New Denver this year; 
one other bear was destroyed in New 
Denver this spring when it entered a 
home, attracted by garbage.

Skaien says the best way residents 
can help prevent bears become food 
conditioned and habituated is to install 
electric fencing around all fruit and nut 
trees they wish to harvest, and to cut 
down all fruit and nut trees they can’t or 
don’t want to harvest. Storage of garbage 
in secure buildings between collection 
days is also vital, she says.

Skaien can direct people to local 
programs that help with the purchase 
of electric fencing and bear-resistant 
garbage bins.

All bear sightings and incidents 
should be reported to the RAPP line 
at 1-877-952-7277. This keeps the 

by Moe Lyons
For the last several weeks, Ann 

Bunka has had to be cautious when 
leaving her house. “Over the season, 
I have had nine different bears in my 
yard!” she exclaimed.

She has two nut trees in her front 
yard, and several nut trees are in the 
yard right across the road. One family of 
three black bears has been visiting almost 
daily. Motorists are constantly slowing 
down to watch this beautiful mama 
and her two sweet cubs wandering the 
neighbourhood in the most nonchalant 
fashion. Frequently, the cubs are up in 
the trees, while the clever mother grazes 
on the nuts that fall to the ground.

“My neighbours put a temporary 
electric fence around one of my trees, but 
a bear knocked into it and got shocked, 
and jumped inside of it. It was scared and 
wouldn’t leave, even after we dismantled 
the fence,” she said. Next year, both 
trees will be protected by sturdy electric 
fencing.

Bunka says even though she often 
can leave her house only by going into 
her garage and driving away, she doesn’t 
feel scared, just cautious. “The only time 
I was scared,” she says, “was when one 
big bear got into my back yard and my 
two chihuahuas went after it. I was afraid 
I was going to lose my dogs!”

Like many people in the area, Bunka 

This sow and her two cubs are regular visitors in the Slocan Avenue neighbourhood.

Conservation Officer Service informed 
about bear activity in communities. 
It also keeps the public informed, as 
the information goes onto the online 
Wildlife Alert Reporting Program 
(WARP) map.

If a bear is behaving aggressively or 
causing damage, it is imperative to call 
the RAPP line, Skaien said. Conservation 
officers will intervene when there is 
reason to believe that the bear is a threat 
to public safety. “But they won’t come 
to kill a bear that is hanging out in 
someone’s fruit or nut tree,” she said. 
“They are not here to remove bears that 
are getting into attractants that residents 
should be managing responsibly.”

feels a certain fondness for the animals. 
She keeps an eye out for them and has 
stopped youths from throwing rocks 
at them. “What do you think you have 
accomplished by doing that?” she asked 
them. “All you have done is run them 
off to be a problem for someone else and 
now they are agitated.”

Bunka and her neighbours realize the 
bears are a problem, and that if the cubs 
survive, the situation will only get worse. 
Nonetheless, for the time being, there 
seems to be a truce between the bears, 
Ann and the rest of the neighbourhood.

New Denver’s ex-mayor held 
hostage by bear family

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Wake up
BCTS lawyers in Smithers 

recently settled out of court for 
$300,000 regarding recurrent 
flooding on a couple’s property after 
surrounding clearcuts. The Boundary 
is currently being ransacked. Since 
the flood of 2018, the logging has 
only gotten worse. Accolades to 
BC Timber Sales, Interfor, and all 
associated parties for contributing to 
the demise of our watersheds. We will 
all pay in the end. Congratulations to 
the ‘ministers,’ whose only function 
is to funnel industry greed. As the 
murdered environmental activist 
Berta Caceres said: “Wake up, wake 
up, humanity, before it is too late.”

I sure wish some of these people 
had a conscience.

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Minority vs 
majority rights?

Andy Shadrack needs to know 
that there are many people who chose 
vaccination but don’t believe in 
forced vaccinations (and if you have 
to do it to keep your job, it’s forced). 
It really isn’t a matter of minority vs. 
majority rights. Personally, I’d rather 
be treated by someone who isn’t 
vaccinated than by someone who is 
severely overworked because of staff 
shortages (many of those caused by 
vaccination policy) or even nobody 
at all. Since so many triple and 
quadruple vaxxed people are getting 
COVID these days, it’s pretty clear 
that someone else’s vaccine status 
has little to do with whether we do 
or don’t get COVID.

Tia Leschke
Winlaw

Was the Interfor 
ad a prank?

I don’t mean to slag one of your 
obviously well-to-do big spread 
advertisers, Interfor. But I have 
to ask about their ad for National 

Forest Week. ‘Happy National Forest 
Week,’ reads the ad… above the most 
amazing image… certainly NOT a 
happy forest.

The clearcut image with feller-
buncher in the Interfor ad could 
easily be from one of the many 
Kootenay forest remnants I’ve seen. 
If you go down any backroads at all 
in the Kootenays, you will have seen 
these scenes. They are everywhere.

How industrially blind, how 
detached from the reality of people, 
can they be? They mockingly show 
us this ad? For a national week they 
are certainly sponsoring, if they 
didn’t make it up themselves?

So, happy belated ‘forest grave 
week’ Interfor. Tone deafness at a 
new low. What can one possibly say?

(Are they by crass insult trolling 
for SLAPP libel suits?).

Was this all a prank?
Keith Wiley

Nelson

The economic 
lens

Many of us have looked through 
a pair of binoculars to see the details 
of some distant object or landscape. 
The focus needs to be adjusted for 
an accurate view. Lack of focus can 
lead to a misunderstanding of what 
is being observed.

When we view the world 
through an economic lens, the 
focus is different with other details 
being blurred. The trees on the 
mountainside may be seen as 
lumber, a business opportunity. 
That observation requires the trees to 
be cut down. Through the economic 
lens, there is only value after the 
trees are dead.

The focus of the economic lens 
does not see what else gives the 
forest value. It might provide habitat 
to support a biodiverse ecosystem, 
slow and filter the flow of water 
during the spring freshet. It can 
sequester carbon dioxide and release 
oxygen, act as a climate mitigation 

system. The forest offers a number 
of services that are not recognized 
through that economic lens, hence 
they have no value. There is a risk 
when interpreting the world with 
such a limited focus.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Clearing up 
foreshore rights 
issue

This past summer, I spent several 
weeks in the Slocan Valley and was 
interested to see a discussion of 
foreshore rights in the Valley Voice.

In the August 25 issue, Mr. Cuell 
stated: “The public have the right to 
passage along a public beach. They 
can walk on the beach. If the beach 
abuts private property, you cannot 
loiter. Landowners whose land 
abuts the beach have first right to 
the beach.”

This opinion was rebutted in the 
September 8 issue by Mr. Garnett, 
who stated: “The public have the 
right of passage on the beach, but 
they also enjoy “‘the privilege or 
bare licence’” to use and enjoy the 
Crown land foreshore below the 
natural boundary. The upland owner 
does not have first use of the beach.”

To fully understand this issue 
and obtain the definitive answer, I 
contacted FrontCounter BC and was 
referred to the Cranbrook office of 
the BC Ministry of Forests. Here’s 
their reply:

“The public can use the foreshore 
below the high water mark to 
sunbathe or picnic; the public enjoys 
a privilege to use the foreshore and 
other aquatic lands held by the 
Crown.

“The public cannot access the 
foreshore [by] trespassing on private 
land to do so.

“There is no ‘first right to the 
beach’; the foreshore is for all public 
to use equally.

“The important part would be 
identifying [the] high water mark to 
ensure you remain below it.”

Thank you bringing this issue 
and its resolution to the readers’ 
attention.

Chris Archibald
Ottawa, Ontario

Minority rights
In Voices of the Valleys, October 

6, 2022, Andy Shadrack writes 
unvaccinated healthcare workers 

should not get their jobs back while 
remaining unvaccinated. One cannot 
get COVID from an unvaccinated 
person who is not infected but can 
from an infected vaccinated person 
and there are other ways to keep 
healthy than from a gene therapy 
called a vaccine. The BC CDC has 
quit publishing their statistics on the 
health outcomes of the vaccinated 
versus the unvaccinated. To find 
their last report, search: ‘drtrozzi 
BCCDC data made it too obvious.’ 
It is archived there. As of June 18, 
2022, people with three doses of 
the vaccine represented 50% of 
the population, 34% of the cases, 
47% of the hospitalizations, 38% of 
critical care, and 63% of deaths. Not 
included in the data is the profound 
sickness and death associated with 
the injections.

In the US, their CDC has been 
tracking vaccine effects. On October 
3, 2022, ICAN announced it had 
obtained CDC data for about 10.1 
million v-safe users through an FOI 
request. Search: ‘ICAN obtains 
CDC v-safe data.’ After being 
vaccinated, v-safe users provided 
information about vaccine effects 
into pre-populated ‘check-the-box’ 
fields. The results were alarming 
and should have caused the CDC 
to shut down their COVID vaccine 
program. 782,913 individuals or 
7.7%+ of the users had a health 
event that needed medical attention, 
emergency room intervention, and/
or hospitalization. Over 25% had 
an event that prevented normal 
activities like missing work or 
school. A disproportionate amount 
of negative health impacts were 
reported by women.

When I received my one dose, 
the woman beside me doing her 
15-minute wait was taken away by 
ambulance attendants. People have 
reasons not to take the gene therapy 
injections. In the first year of the 
pandemic, when there was no vaccine 
and fear was at the maximum, the 
unvaccinated healthcare workers 
were called heroes for working with 
COVID patients. They should have 
their jobs back. Now there are also 
vaccine patients to treat.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Another gouge
Get ready for another gouge if 

you use a credit card in 2022. Starting 
October 6, merchants who use credit 

cards will be legally allowed to add 
1.4% to your bill. Some will bury the 
cost in the price of goods, others may 
tack on the 1.4% charge. This is just 
another inflationary pressure pushed 
down from profitable credit card 
companies. Since 85% of Canadians 
don’t use cash on a daily basis, the 
credit card is definitely king. The old 
motto that cash is king has dissolved 
like salt thrown on a slug. I have a 
2% cash-back credit card and it does 
help on a year-to-year basis buying 
my consumer goods. However, now 
that will be pared down to .6% cash 
back, hardly worth providing my 
loyalty to a certain card.

Cash used to be an antidote to 
high credit card fees but those days 
are gone. You will actually be losing 
money paying cash since the credit 
card fees are baked into the consumer 
goods on the shelf. Merchants that 
resisted credit cards and opted for 
cash were often bullied by the credit 
card companies to use the cards or 
lose their credit card service.

Canadians are already being 
stretched by the highest inflation 
in 40 years, record high fuel prices 
and a bloated government service 
that sucks up money and dishes 
out apathy, carbon taxes and poor 
service.

Shame on these greedy credit 
card companies and their stomping 
on pay cheques. The little taxpayer 
is again the fall guy for corporate 
greed in the name of convenience. 
With cash not even a prince, we are 
beholden to the plastic king in our 
wallets. Too bad cryptocurrencies 
were a Ponzi scheme for the gullible 
and misinformed. Having ANY 
alternative to credit cards would 
provide some power to the consumer. 
Yet we are now all losers to the king 
plastic credit card at 19.99% and 
rising.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

What if?
A recent letter in this paper conflated 

the vicious religious militia in Iran and 
anti-abortion zealots in the US with the 
minority of those who chose to decline 
getting vaccinated for COVID here in 
Canada. The letter was an expression of 
rage and despair, but a harsh judgement 
on those who see more than one side to 
this deafening call to get a COVID shot.

Perhaps a look at the other side, 
purely as an intellectual exercise, 
would be in order. What if the evidence 
suggesting that there was, in fact, no 
difference between the vaccinated and 
the unvaccinated, was true? The CDC 
in the US apparently thinks that’s so, and 
said as much in print on August 11, 2022.

What if the spike protein the vaccine 
produces in the body was both toxic 
and inflammatory? What if the more 
injections you receive, the more of the 
spike proteins are found in your body? 
What if those who are fully vaccinated 
and boosted get much sicker from 
COVID than the unvaccinated, perhaps 
through a mechanism called ‘immune 

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
imprinting’?

What if doctors are kept quiet by 
the threat of losing their licence to 
practise if they prescribe unapproved 
(by the government) medications to 
treat COVID, especially if they are 
off-patent (such as ivermectin and 
hydroxychloroquine?)

What if the global rollout of these 
vaccines has caused a humanitarian 
catastrophe, as suggested from insurance 
claims, disability claims, and excess 
mortality?

What if the pharmaceutical industry 
is making a killing? Pfizer alone made 
$88 billion in 2021 and is projected to 
make over $100 billion in 2022. And 
what if the game plan is to make money, 
not to help people get well, but to keep 
them sick?

And finally, what if the people 
who refused the shot and disbelieved 
the incredibly persistent and pervasive 
propaganda from the governments turn 
out in the end to be the heroes? What if 
the whole thing, pandemic, vaccines and 
all, is a scam? 

Just sayin’.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Truth and 
Reconciliation

This week as we observe the National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation, I 
reflect on a small action that connects 
New Denver to Whitehorse, Yukon 
to Inuvik, NWT. In about 2014, my 
grandma (Joan Law) found two heavy-
framed paintings of dog teams for sale 
in New Denver. They were painted 
by one J. Banksland in the late 1950s. 
Knowing my connection to the North 
– I live in Whitehorse and at that time 
represented clients from the Beaufort 
Delta in the residential school claims 
process – she bought them hoping I 
might like them. I fell in love with them 
and proudly displayed them for several 
years, always wondering what their story 
was. Something about those beautiful 
paintings told me there was more to it.

It took me a while, but this summer 
I finally reached out by Facebook to the 
community of Inuvik hoping to find a 
clue. I found much more! I was almost 
immediately connected with a daughter 
of the artist. It took about 10 seconds 
for me to decide to return the paintings 
to the Banksland family. The artist 
I’d wondered about was well-known 
Inuvialuit leader John Banksland, who 
had passed away a few years ago. He was 
taught to paint at residential school and 
many of his pieces were sold to benefit 
the school or the church. He continued 
painting for a while as an adult to support 
a young family, but his family has very 
few pieces of the art he created. His 
daughter never saw him paint. From my 
experience, many people who try (and 
succeed) to put the trauma of residential 
school behind them have to reduce or 
eliminate triggers of that time. It is a 
survival mechanism that can cause its 
own pain. I can only assume that despite 
his obvious talent for painting, it was too 
emotionally difficult for Mr. Banksland 

to continue.
He had other successes in life: 

post-secondary education, becoming a 
community leader and having a family. 
He was involved in the work of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee, which 
did incredible work to bring to light a 
shameful chapter of our shared history. 

It’s been said that reconciliation 
should be thought of as ‘reconcile-
action.’ Returning the Banksland 
paintings to Inuvialuit territory was one 
small action I could take to move toward 
reconciling. From person to person, 
family to family, that is how we move 
forward together.

I am sharing this story hoping to 
find out more about the journey these 
paintings took. If someone knows the 
story of how two paintings of dog teams 
on a snowy landscape made it from 
NWT to New Denver, I would really 
like to connect those dots. It is likely that 
they were purchased in Yellowknife or 
possibly Aklavik. I would suspect that 
the purchaser was a teacher, RCMP 
officer, nurse or federal government 
worker stationed in the NWT in the late 
1950s or early 1960s.

Carmen Gustafson 
Whitehorse

Clearcutting at 
Russel Creek 
highlights old-
growth deferral 
failure

Recent clearcutting along Russel 
Creek near Vallican has seriously 
fragmented what was a valuable, 
intact old-growth ecosystem, and has 
compromised the integrity of an adjacent 
old-growth deferral area that is now left 
exposed to the elements with no forested 
buffer. 

BC’s  o ld -g rowth  de fe r ra l 
announcement has so far given false 
hope to countless people within and 
outside of BC who have hoped to save 
these biodiversity reservoirs to secure 
some landscape stability and ecosystem 
services for the health and well-being 
of future generations. But unfortunately 
what is happening up Russel Creek is 
a perfect example of the Province’s 
continued talk and log paradigm that has 
now left us with very little remaining of 
our most valuable ecosystems, in a time 
when we need them the most.

We are seeing a dramatic and rapid 
range shift of ecosystems occur because 
we have almost entirely fragmented our 
temperate rainforest and subjected it to 
intensive drying. This matters because 
we are in a time when we need more 
precipitation on the land, and more 
cooling from healthy, intact temperate 
rainforest to shelter us and other living 
organisms from the impacts of increasing 
heat waves and droughts. Clearcutting 
right to the edge of an old-growth forest 
opens it up to drying that leaves it far 
less resilient to continue growing and 
functioning as an ecosystem.

Logging in deferrals is now 
happening across the province, and locals 
are concerned that remaining old-growth 

forest with very rare ancient trees and 
significant biodiversity value will also be 
knocked down in the Russel Creek area. 
There has been no written confirmation 
from Interfor that they will be staying out 
of the deferral forest.

The provincial deferral mapping 
should have been just a starting place, 
but the Province has relied entirely 
on imperfect aerial data to determine 
deferrals. Logging companies have 
absolutely no requirement to do ground-
truthing to identify deferral-grade forests 
that should have been included before 
clearcutting. 

The old-growth forest up Russel 
Creek that was clearcut was an important 
buffer to a valuable ecosystem with 
some cedar trees in the 300+ year age 
class that should have been left standing. 
Some of the remaining forest contains 
ancient veteran trees in the 1000-1500+ 
age class. 

Forests this old, resilient and 
rare should be permanently protected 
immediately, and with a large enough 
buffer of forest that they will actually 
be able to maintain their function of 
holding water, hosting higher levels of 
biodiversity than we will ever see in our 
plantation forests, and acting as buffers 
to the effects of climate change that our 
sea of tree farms don’t stand a chance 
against. This truly is the last stand and 
we are failing at our responsibility to the 
next generation. I encourage everyone to 
get involved while we still have a chance 
to preserve some of this irreplaceable 
legacy. 

Amber Peters
New Denver

Open letter to 
Minister of Health 
Adrian Dix, 
October 4, 2022

The BC Rural Health Network 
is pleased to see new investments 
and actions being taken to address 
the healthcare crisis and appreciated 
the actions announced last week. Our 
organization and our membership 
watched with interest to see what would 
be done to address the rural healthcare 
situation and are reassured to see 
initiatives that may help stabilize rural 
health services. We believe the solutions 
proposed may contribute to sustaining 
and growing rural health services and, in 
turn, contribute to better health outcomes 
for rural residents. We are particularly 
encouraged by the move to:

-expand pharmacist deliverables and 
allow for prescription renewals and some 
prescription writing. This is a common-
sense approach to alleviating what has 
become a significant care gap for rural 
residents without a family doctor;

-create a pool of nurses who can 
travel and be dispatched to communities 
facing closure due to staff shortages;

-create Rural Pathways to Health 
Education Program Expansion;

-target provincial retention 
incentives;

-embed reconciliation and cultural 
safety in health care planning and 

delivery;
-advance diversity, equity, and 

inclusion strategies across all health 
care sectors;

-support a Virtual Care and 
Telehealth Strategy and

-invest further in nurses, physicians, 
allied healthcare workers infrastructure 
and education.

The BC Rural Health Network 
believes these initiatives are a step in the 
right direction and we encourage more 
strategic investment and specifically for 
rural communities. Strengthening rural 
healthcare will strengthen resources for 
the entire province. We also recognize 
the importance for healthcare planning 
decisions, investments, and innovations 
to be patient-centred, locally relevant 
and aligned to local experiences and 
expectations. To this end, we continue 
to advocate for an infrastructure to 
support meaningful patient participation 
in healthcare decision making.

The BC Rural Health Network 
has been seeking a meeting for several 
months to meet and discuss the status 
of healthcare in rural BC. We have 
solutions coming from the groups and 
communities we represent across BC. 
This Thursday we will be holding our first 
Implementation Committee meeting that 
has been opened to outside participation. 
The BC Rural Health Network board 
invite you to be represented at this 
discussion. All political parties have been 
invited to attend. Having a government 
representative from the Ministry of Health 
would be most welcome and would give 
rural residents knowledge that they are 
being heard. This new committee is 
chaired by Dr. Jude Kornelsen of the 
Centre for Rural Research at UBC. Dr. 
Kornelsen has dedicated her career to 
producing evidence-based research on 
rural health issues.

The membership and the rural 
public want their voice to be included in 
healthcare discussions and want solutions 
which are supported, demonstrated 
and can be deployed quickly in our 
communities.

We continue to request a meeting 
with you on healthcare in rural BC. 
On the floor of the legislature this 
morning, we heard “It is time to listen 
to communities across the province.” We 
agree and hope for your support and the 
support of the BC government. We look 
forward to your response.

Peggy Skelton, president
BC Rural Health Network

Plain wrong 
and same same

Thanks, Rod Retzlaff for your 
editorial piece entitled ‘Just plain 
John.’ I agree with most of your points 
although from my understanding, 
there have been issues with how land 
was classified for ALR use. Also, as 
anyone from Kelowna could see (’80s 
and ’90s), ALR land has fallen victim 
to urban sprawl. ALR creation has 
been a decent but somewhat flawed 
NDP milestone.

And unlike NDP of old, Horgan 
is performing like any Liberal BC 
leader. And, can you imagine?! The 

first term was a minority formed with 
the Green Party. The Green Party 
showed its true colours - completely 
ineffectual. Which brings me to my 
point… how can you place your trust 
in these present-day politicians and 
political systems?

The actions related to fracking, 
logging practices and $16 billion spent 
on Site C fly in the face of climate 
change alarm bells. And there’s no 
denying many green energy transition 
strategies require further economic 
focus on intensive mineral extraction. 
As Alivia Lazard points out: “When 
the dominant source of energy 
changes, power relations change as 
well.” “We’re facing the challenge 
of implementing the biggest energy 
transition in the history of humankind 
under a ticking climate clock.” The 
redesign towards decarbonization 
must not compromise human rights.

The key challenge: exponential 
demand curve (as seen with lithium 
batteries). What isn’t acknowledged 
are green alternatives that do not 
require intensive mining operations: 
microhydro, geothermal, algae 
biofuel, tidal power, and other 
alternatives such as hemp for building 
(‘hempcrete’). What also is avoided 
in these discussions is reduction 
and disposable economy designed 
to generate waste. Not a popular 
consideration and politicians can’t 
win elections upholding these values.

The sad reality: we are in a 
capitalist system that continually has 
fewer regulations in place. I’ve had 
conversations with others that speak 
of the evils of socialism, and maybe 
there are more favourable forms of 
capitalism than what we currently 
experience, but can anyone deny that 
what we experience is not capitalism 
and the greed and corruption in the 
system is, for the most part, rewarded.

It is with current politics and this 
system of capitalism that some place 
hope in those like D. Trump. While 
seen as a potential alternative to a 
rigged, puppet democracy, the big 
corp money machine and supporting 
institutions, how does one rationalize 
Trump’s actions, including 1) social 
media hijacking (do an online search 
for ‘undercover secrets of Cambridge 
Analytica’), 2) Ralph Nader points 
out: “Trump betrayed his own voters 
by giving the corporate rich a nearly 
two trillion dollar tax cut instead of 
fulfilling his promise to invest in 
repairing infrastructure and expanding 
well-paid job opportunities,” 3) Trump 
funded pharmaceuticals with taxpayer 
money toward developing what is 
commonly thought of as a ‘vaccine’ 
(mRNA jab) in Operation Warp Speed. 
Initially budgeted for about $10 billion 
in May 2020, Operation Warp Speed 
spent $12.4 billion by mid-December 
on vaccine developers.

We need effective political leaders 
that can break free, represent common 
interests and plan for a sustainable 
future.

T. Orlando
Winlaw
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Straw Bales $13.00

Alfalfa Bales $23.99

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, 
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle 

pricing on posts available.

Mens & Ladies 
flannel shirts & 

hoodies

Drywall, wheelbarrows, lawn 
rakes, shovels, garden wagons, 

cement & paving stones

Fall bulbs & seed 
garlic 

Tulips, Hyacinth, crocus, 
daffodils & more.

Mens winter jackets

Milwaukee M12 heated 
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99 

grey or black

Fir clean burn wood 
pellets by the pallet 

$444.50 for 50 bags
40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

Chimney pipe & accessories, 
time to clean your chimney, 

all sizes of brushes

COMMUNITY

(president) and Dolly Edwards, 
as well as Mason Hough. Nakusp 
had by far the worst turnout in 
the election of local municipal 
races, with only 28.6% of eligible 
voters bothering to mark a ballot.
Other results

In races for school board 
seats in SD 8 Kootenay Lake, 
the incumbents were returned 
for both the Kaslo/Area D and 
the Slocan Valley seats. 

In Area H (Slocan Valley), 
Sharon Nazaroff nearly doubled 
the votes received by rival Emily 
Duggan, 396-214. In Kaslo/Area 
D, Dawn Lang also handily 
defeated challenger Dustin East, 
419-217.

All SD 10 Arrow Lakes 
candidates were acclaimed, with 
only one new face at the table. 
New Denver resident Amanda 
Murphy takes long-serving 
trustee Lora Lee Brekke’s place 
as trustee-at-large. Brekke did 
not run, retiring after serving 

Municipal election 2022: Incumbents return to leadership roles
continued from page 1 five terms.

Being the incumbent wasn’t 
so lucky in the West Kootenay’s 
larger centres. The mayors of 
Nelson and Trail were both 
handily turfed out of office by 
voters. In Castlegar, a former 
mayor seeking re-election just 
missed his chance, with voters 
choosing a new face for the job 
by just five votes.

Probably  the  wors t -
performing candidate in any race 
was Nelson’s Charles Jeanes, 
who didn’t poll a single vote – 
which means he didn’t even vote 
for himself.

Finally, voters in Area H 
gave a solid vote of approval 
to join the Local Conservation 
Fund at a cost of $15 per parcel, 
with a vote of 435-228. However, 
just 17% of voters in the district 
– which had no race for RDCK 
director – came out to vote on 
the measure.

Electoral Area H will now 
join Areas A, D and E in the Local 

Conservation Fund service. The 
service creates dedicated funding 
to support local conservation 
projects. Since 2016, the fund 
has generated $468,000 and has 
leveraged an additional $2.1 
million in additional funding and 
in-kind support.

Here are the election results 
for the five Villages in the Valley 
Voice coverage area (* denotes 
elected).
SLOCAN

Mayor: Jessica Lunn* 94; 

Dave Frederickson 72
Councillor: Jordan Knott* 

98; Madeleine Perriere* 92; 
Joanna Van Bynen* 77; Nicol 
Berinstein 72; Ezra Buller 72; 
Delaine Hird 71; Steve Baal 33; 
Shannoon Bennett 21; Jeremi 
Buzolitch-Roy 18; Sophie 
Teare 18; Merina Matthew 10; 
Elizabeth Azu 6.
SILVERTON

Mayor: Colin Ferguson* 
Acclaimed

Councillor: Brian Mills* 91; 

Margaret Scaia* 78; Clarence 
Denbok* 72; Leah Main* 61; 
Luce Paquin 52; Arlene Yofonoff 
40.
NEW DENVER

Mayor: Leonard Casley* 
250; Heather Fox 162.

Councillor: Casey Law* 
334; Colin Moss* 271; John 
Fyke* 256; Danika Hammond* 
224; Vern Gustafson 212.
NAKUSP

Mayor: Tom Zeleznik* 
Acclaimed.

Councillor: Aidan McLaren-
Caux* 350; Mason Hough* 
299; Dawn Edwards* 275; Tina 
Knooihuizen* 219; Jo Law 133; 
Victoria Youmans 114; Andreea 
Myhal 82.
KASLO

Mayor: Suzan Hewat* 412; 
Henry Van Mill 130.

Councillor: Erika Bird* 
480; Molly Leathwood* 414; 
Matthew Brown* 380; Robert 
Lang* 303; Jonathan Carruthers 
205; Lynda Beddow 165.

by  John Boiv in ,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A plan to create new rules 
governing building practices in 
forested areas is facing an uphill 
battle for acceptance from the 
public in the West Kootenay, a 
new report on the idea has found.

Nearly half the people 
(45%) who responded this 
summer during a public input 
period on the planned Wildfire 
Development Permit Area said 
they strongly, or somewhat 
strongly, opposed implementing 
the DPAs. Just over a third of 
respondents (36%) said they 
supported the concept.

Nineteen percent said they 
had no opinion.

Consultations on the idea 
began last April, after the regional 
government received nearly 
$100,000 to hold public hearings 
and develop Wildfire DPAs for 
each area of the RDCK. 

A Development Permit 
Area sets design guidelines 
and standards that can govern 
things like building material 
types, landscaping, and building 
placement for new construction. 
DPAs can be created to protect or 
promote environmental, heritage, 
commercial or other values – in 
this case, to try to mitigate the risk 
from wildfires.

The consultants, Urban 
Systems, had about 159 people 
fill out an online survey – but only 
two people participated in live 
online workshops. The company 

Wildfire zone construction rules face uphill battle for acceptance
submitted its ‘What We Heard’ 
report to the RDCK directors at 
their October board meeting.

Despite the opposition, the 
consultants found a solid majority 
of respondents (63%) agreed that 
wildfires are a natural process and 
that the RDCK has to adapt to 
the growing threat of wildfires. A 
majority said they would support 
regulation for roofing materials 
(58%) and landscaping (53%); 
but support began to wane for 
regulating building materials 
(40%) and setting the location of 
a building (30%).

“Let people make some of 
their own decisions with the 
level of risk they are willing to 
take,” one respondent is quoted 
as saying, while another said 
“I don’t think there should be 
regulations, only suggestions/
guidelines.”

Ove r  ha l f  ( 57%)  o f 
respondents said they were likely 
or very likely to take measures 
to implement wildfire mitigation 
measures, while 21% said they 
were not likely to do so.

Others said incentivizing 
people to use FireSmart 
principles might encourage 
compliance. Ninety-five percent 
of respondents had heard of the 
fire mitigation program, and 
more than two-thirds of the 
people responding said they were 
already taking some FireSmart 
actions, like cleaning gutters 
and choosing non-flammable 
roofing materials. But attitudes 
toward further regulation were 
also pronounced.

“I believe the restrictions 
on a property owner are ONLY 
appropriate when there is a 
realistic concern that the property 
owner’s actions will negatively 
impact neighbouring properties,” 
one respondent is quoted as 
saying. “It is NOT government’s 
job to protect me from myself…”

Numbers questioned
However, directors of the 

Regional District of Central 
Kootenay questioned just how 
accurate the assessment of public 
opposition was to Wildfire DPAs. 
Area A Director Garry Jackman 
pointed out that while there were 
159 online comments submitted, 
there was no way to say how 
many people that actually 
represented.

“It’s difficult to know if the 
same person didn’t put in 18 

comments,” he said. “Gauging 
from the language and the level 
of anger – I hold this as carry-
over anger from COVID or anti-
government feeling – I can’t judge 
the level of opposition, because 
the level of opposition from some 
appears to be repetitive.” 

“I would not view this as a 
statistical survey. This is not an 
Angus-Reid poll,” agreed Urban 
System’s Jamie McEwan. “This 
is a litmus test, a general start to 
the discussion, and an opportunity 
for people to participate in an 
ongoing manner.

“So it’s a little bit of 

information to move ahead in 
the process to better advise future 
decision-making.”

That process is on pause for 
now, as the municipal election 
will bring new directors to the 
table. Directors will meet in 
November to discuss the DPA 
further and plan next steps. 

The project goal is to create 
unique wildfire DPAs for each 
electoral area. Some would 
carry more force than others, 
depending on how each area 
responds to the concept. 

The project is supposed to be 
completed by spring 2023.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Briggs Creek fire that put 
on a unsettling display for residents 
of Kaslo this summer shouldn’t 
cause any major problems with 
water quality or debris flow hazards 
in the long term, says a report from 
the Forestry ministry.

The fire, which began August 
1 in the high country about 11 
kilometres west of Kaslo, was 
clearly visible at night and at its 
height occasionally dropped ash 
on the community. Residents of 
the Kaslo South Fork Road area 
were put on evacuation alert for 
several weeks. 

Now a report from the Ministry 
of Forests has detailed just how bad 
the fire was, and if it has increased 
hazards in the long term. Forest fires 
can undermine soil integrity, change 
water flow patterns and increase the 
chance of floods, mudslides and 
other debris flows in burned-out 
areas and downstream.
Debris flows unlikely

The report by provincial 
g e o m o r p h o l o g i s t  S a r a h 
Crookshanks breaks up the fire 
into three basins.

Keen Creek, the largest, saw 
7% of its basin burn: 3% severely 
and 3% moderately. However, it’s 
not likely to cause problems with 
debris flows downstream.

“The steep tributaries that 
burned in the Keen Creek watershed 
are susceptible to debris flows and 
debris floods,” Crookshanks writes. 
“However, the Keen Creek channel 
gradient (3-6%) is not steep enough 
to transport these events to the fan. 
A debris flow in one of these steep 
tributaries would most likely be 

Long-term impact of Briggs Creek 
fire ‘negligible,’ says Forestry report

diluted by the main flow in Keen 
Creek, and result in turbid water at 
the mouth of Keen Creek.”

The report notes the fire 
elevated the flood risk for some 
properties in the area and Kaslo 
South Fork Road, but estimated that 
risk hazard as low. It also says water 
users may see more turbidity in the 
spring and after big rainstorms, and 
may want to beef up their water 
filtration systems.
Village water source 
unaffected

Only 1% of the Kemp Creek 
watershed burned, and of that, just 
.05% suffered high burn severity, 
while .5% was moderately burned.

“Therefore, the likelihood of 
the burned area contributing to the 
initiation of a debris flow or flood is 
negligible,” says the report, noting 
the watershed is already susceptible 
to debris floods with no disturbance.

“The likelihood of water 
quality impacts from the burned 
area is also negligible,” notes the 
report. That’s good news for Kaslo 
residents, who get their water from 
that stream.

No recommendations were 
given for the smaller, unnamed 
watershed affected by the fire. It saw 
a quarter (27%) of its watershed burn 
– 3% severely, 12% moderately.

Due to its remote location and 
inaccessible terrain, the BC Wildfire 
Service crews mostly worked to 
contain the Briggs Creek fire’s 
spread, not extinguish it. It will 
likely smoulder into the winter, and 
is currently listed as ‘being held.’

Crookshanks concludes her 
report saying further analysis of 
post-wildfire natural hazards for the 
fire “is not recommended.”
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

Notice to Electors of an Alternative Approval Process
This notice is the second of two notices to advise electors in the Village 
of New Denver of the intention to adopt Loan Authorization Bylaw 741, 
2022. The purpose of the bylaw is to borrow an amount not to exceed 
$1,191,000.00 to finance the cost to establish two new drinking water 
source wells in a new location and decommissioning the two old existing 
wells, that will be repaid over a period not to exceed 25 years. It is estimated 
that the borrowing will result in an increase to utility bills for the average 
residential property of $180.00 per year. Establishing two new wells and 
decommissioning the two old wells will improve and protect water quality, 
improve flows, increase capacity, add redundancy, and allow for residential 
and economic growth. We have applied for grant funding to off-set this 
project cost, but need to have borrowing authorization in place in case 
our grant application is unsuccessful. A copy of Bylaw 741, 2022 and a 
summary of the proposal are available from the Village of New Denver 
office, 115 Slocan Ave, New Denver, BC, during each business day of the 
week between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. 
The Village of New Denver proposes to proceed with adopting Loan 
Authorization Bylaw 741, 2022, unless, by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 
21, 2022, at least 10 percent of the electors in the Village of New Denver 
sign an elector response form opposing the implementation of the proposal 
unless the municipal council holds a vote. 
The number of elector responses required to prevent the local government 
from proceeding unless a vote is held is estimated to be 57. A report 
respecting the basis on which this determination was made is available 
upon request from the local government. 
Elector responses are required to be submitted to the local government on 
forms that can be obtained during regular business hours from the Village 
of New Denver office at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC. The form 
can also be downloaded from the Village of New Denver’s website at: www.
newdenver.ca The only elector response forms that will be accepted by the 
local government are the ones provided by the Village of New Denver, or 
an accurate copy of the form. 
Only electors of the Village of New Denver are eligible to sign the elector 
response forms. There are two types of electors – resident electors and 
non-resident property electors. 

Resident Elector: When signing an elector response form during 
an AAP, a resident elector must: be 18 years of age or older; be a 
Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia for at least six months; 
have lived in the jurisdiction (e.g. municipality or electoral area) for 
at least 30 days; live in the area defined for the AAP; and, not be 
disqualified under the Local Government Act, or any other enactment 
from voting in a local election, or be otherwise disqualified by law. 
Non-resident Property Elector: When signing an elector response 
form during an AAP, a non-resident property elector must: be at least 
18 years of age; be a Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia 
for at least six months; have owned property in the jurisdiction (e.g. 
municipality or electoral area) for at least 30 days; own property in 
the area defined for the AAP; and, not be disqualified under the Local 
Government Act, or any other enactment from voting in a local election, 
or be otherwise disqualified by law.
Note: Only one non-resident property elector may sign an elector 
response form per property, regardless of how many people own the 
property; and, that owner must have the written consent of a majority 
of the other property owner(s) to sign the response form on their 
behalf. Property owned in whole or in part by a corporation does 
not qualify under the non-resident property elector provisions. 

Resident electors signing the elector response form must provide their 
name and address. 
Non-resident property electors must provide their name and the address 
of the property in relation to which they are entitled to register as a non-
resident property elector. The local government will not share the information 
on the form with anyone other than the Corporate Officer, or other person 
designated by the Corporate Officer. 
For more information on elector qualifications, please contact the Village 
of New Denver or see the Voter’s Guide to Local Government Elections in 
B.C., available from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing or online 
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/
governance-powers/general-local-elections/voter-eligibility-voting
For further information please contact the Village of New Denver by calling 
250-358-2316 or emailing office@newdenver.ca

COMMUNITY

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Weeks after the books are all but 
closed on the province’s forest fire 
season, more fires are burning in the 
West Kootenay than at the height of the 
summer.

At press time, 71 fires were burning 
in the southeast corner of the province, 
roughly 20 in the Valley Voice readership 
area. Most burning in the Slocan, Arrow 
Lakes, North Kootenay Lake region are 
at higher elevations, or in inaccessible 
terrain for ground crews. None were 
threatening residences or infrastructure.

While the bulk of the BC Wildfire 
Service’s online map shows the fires as 
‘under control’ or ‘being held’, one six-
hectare fire near Woodbury Creek was 
listed as ‘out of control’ at press time 
Monday. It was believed to be caused 
by lightning.

One fire that began on October 5 
on Winlaw Creek Forest Service Road 
caused some concern for locals, but 
firefighting crews moved swiftly on 
the fire, thought to be person-caused. It 
remains at 2.3 hectares in size at press 
time and is listed as ‘under control’. The 
largest fire in the area remains Briggs 
Creek, west of Kaslo, at 2,160 hectares. 
A recent analysis has determined the fire 
won’t likely cause long-term headaches 
for the village (see story on page 6 in 
this edition).
Fry Creek fire

A meeting about the Fry Creek fire 
for Johnsons Landing and Birchdale 
residents was held Friday, October 14 
with representatives of the BC Wildfire 
Service and the RDCK, as well as MLA 
Brittny Anderson and RDCK Chair/Area 

Stubborn Kootenay fires send blue haze into October skies
D Director Aimee Watson.

Karen Newmoon, member of 
the Johnsons Landing Community 
Association board of directors who 
helped spread the word about the 
meeting, said the community requested 
the meeting because they have been 
frustrated by the lack of communication 
with officials since the fire started in early 
September.

“One comment that was reiterated 
throughout the meeting was that when 
local people reach out to BCWS to 
offer local knowledge and information, 
BCWS needs to value that,” Newmoon 
said.

People also made it clear that social 
media, website and email updates are not 
as useful as having a community member 
designated as a point person, she said.

“I think they heard us. It was a good 
meeting,” she commented.

The fire is still very visible, but is 
‘being held’ and remains well within 
containment lines, according to a BCWS 
update on October 5. 

“Everyone at the meeting was in 
agreement that what the fire is doing 
right now is good. It’s quite a low-
intensity ground fire and it’s burning the 
undergrowth – it’s doing some fuel load 
reduction on the slope, said Newmoon. 

However, community members 
expressed worry about what would 
happen if the wind picks up. Newmoon 
said BCWS officials assured the meeting 
that they have a plan if the fire crosses 
containment lines.
Drought/smoke warnings

Many of the fires have persisted for 
weeks or months as a result of a summer 
and fall with below-normal precipitation. 

On October 14, the Province put its 
highest level of drought response in place 
for much of BC, including Vancouver 
Island, the Lower Mainland, and the 
Peace and Fort Nelson areas.

Under Level 5 Response, conditions 
“are exceptionally dry and adverse 
impacts to socio-economic or ecosystem 
values are almost certain,” says a 
government website. “All efforts should 
be made to conserve water and protect 
critical environmental flows.”

Despite only receiving half the 
normal precipitation in September, and 
the dry spell continuing into the third 
week of October, the East and West 
Kootenay remains at drought level 2. A 
ban on category 2 and 3 fires continues 
throughout the province.

The smouldering fires have also 
degraded air quality from time to time, 
depending on the wind direction. On 
many days, fires cast a blue haze into the 
sky – prompting Environment Canada to 
issue another air quality alert for the West 
Kootenay at press time Monday.

“If you or those in your care are 
exposed to wildfire smoke, consider 
taking extra precautions to reduce your 
exposure,” the federal agency advised. 
“Wildfire smoke is a constantly-changing 
mixture of particles and gases which 
includes many chemicals that can harm 
your health.”

People with pre-existing health 
conditions, respiratory infections such 
as COVID-19, older adults, pregnant 
women and infants, children, and 
sensitive individuals are more likely to 
experience health effects from smoke 
exposure. For more details, Google 
‘Environment Canada Air Quality.’

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Directors with the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay have 
taken steps forward on two initiatives 
for greener, healthier transportation 
options for the region.

Ea r l i e r  t h i s  mon t h ,  t he 
Community Sustainable Living 
Advisory Committee told staff 
to draw up a preliminary budget 
for a study on regional active 
transportation options.

Active transportation includes 
human-powered transportation like 
walking, biking, rollerblading and 
other low-carbon transportation. The 
study will identify and prioritize the 
region’s active transportation nodes 
and hubs, with trails that connect 
people to recreation centres and other 
key amenities like schools, health 
centres and shopping.

Supporting and enhancing active 
transport also brings public health 
benefits, and is part of the RDCK’s 
climate impact reduction plans, 
which outline a 50% reduction in 
carbon pollution by the regional 
government by 2030.

“Seventy percent of the region’s 
carbon pollution comes directly from 
the burning of transportation fuels – 
diesel and gasoline,” says a report 
to the CSLAC board. “…Without 
radical reductions in this sector 
(both for passenger and commercial 
vehicles), the RDCK will not be able 
to achieve its commitment to reduce 

RDCK to launch active transportation study, buy EV for corporate fleet
carbon pollution by half by 2030, and 
fully by 2050.”

Improving active transport 
options also supports people who 
can’t drive, or don’t want to have 
a car, improving equity overall, the 
report says. Any system would tie 
into the existing transit service.

“With a goal of supporting 
universal access to services and 
amenities, it is important to support 
the evolution of an integrated 
network of active and low-carbon 
transportation options (trails, 
buses, bikes, carshares, e-bikes, 
EVs, etc.)… within and between 
communities,” the staff report says.

The study will also look at 
potential  projects  to reduce 
greenhouse gases like improved 
public transit, carpooling/rideshare, 
long-distance bus services, and 
electric/hybrid technologies.

“This pathway maintains an 
emphasis on solutions that benefit 
all residents, particularly those with 
mobility challenges and financial 
limitations,” the report says. 

The study and plan are expected 
to cost anywhere from $15-$30,000 
to complete. Staff were to have a 
budget prepared for CSLAC review 
at its next meeting.
Electrifying the fleet

In another green initiative 
involving transportation, the board 
of directors of the RDCK have 
approved a plan to spend up to 
$20,000 in order to receive $55,000 

in grants from the Columbia Basin 
Trust’s Basin Charge Up program. 
The money will be used to buy the 
first all-electric vehicle for its fleet. 

“While the electrification of 
passenger vehicles is an important 
part of RDCK climate actions and 
the transition to an active and low-
carbon transportation ecosystem, 
private ownership of electric vehicles 
(EVs) is not available to many 
residents,” notes a staff report. 
“An RDCK purchase of an electric 
vehicle is an important show of 
leadership and creates a learning 
opportunity that can be passed on to 
residents and partner municipalities.”

The $60,000 electric vehicle 
would be based in Nelson, but 
tour other areas of the RDCK. The 
regional government would also 
put an electric charging station at its 
main office building in Nelson.

The RDCK is developing a plan 
to move to an all-electric fleet by 
2050, and this would be a good start 
to learn the pros and cons of going 
all electric.

“ T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d 
incorporation into operations will 
inform the Zero Emission Vehicle 
Fleet Transition Plan,” a report says. 

The board also directed staff to 
sign the ‘West Coast Electric Fleets 
Pledge’ that encourages governments 
to use and purchase zero-emission 
vehicles. The goal is that 10% of new 
vehicle purchases in the RDCK fleet 
be zero-emission vehicles.
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Cornucopia would 
like to thank all our 
customers for your 

support. We are proud 
to be your local choice.
Fridays – Seniors Day save 10%
Follow us on Facebook for product 

highlights, recipes, specials and more!
Dana, Jon & staff

518 - 6th Avenue • New Denver • 250-358-2270

KASLO BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

6521 Hwy 31. Kaslo
Phone: 250-353-7628

Fax: 250-353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com

The KBS Crew

522 Lake Avenue • Silverton
250-358-2360
mail@siltrans.ca

Dan & Jan

Wren, Jason & Robin
William 
Hunter 
Cabins

303 Lake Ave. Silverton, BC 
e-mail : info@williamhuntercabins.ca 

phone : 250.358.2647

5 am - 8 pm 
weekdays

6 am - 8 pm 
Sat. & Sun.

250-353-2205 
Downtown 

Kaslo

Joel, Jonathon, Vince & Mathew DeVito

SMALL BUSINESS MONTH

422 Front St  Kaslo • BC 
250-353-2594

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Homeowners in the West 
Kootenay who have oil furnaces 
could face extended periods in the 
cold should their heating system 
fail this winter. People in the home 
heating business say there are no 
mechanics servicing that kind of 
heating system in the region, even 
as the systems get older and less 
reliable.

“There are very few people who 
do servicing in this area,” said Lin 
Harker of Lin and Mike Plumbing 
in Castlegar, who don’t provide the 
service. “They are pretty obsolete, 
especially the older ones.”

“It is a dinosaur,” says Glenn 

Kootenay heating mechanics say it’s nearly impossible to find someone in the area who can 
service aging oil furnaces, so good maintenance is essential for avoiding real problems this winter. 

Servicing ‘dinosaur’ oil furnaces a growing problem
Baynes, whose Blue Flame Furnace 
and Mechanical still services the 
systems out of Revelstoke. “Last 
year I couldn’t find a new oil furnace 
anywhere in Western Canada. I had 
to replace the customer’s with a used 
one.”

It’s not a new phenomenon. 
While oil furnaces are still common 
in Eastern Canada, they’ve been 
becoming rarer in BC over the last 
10-15 years. Replacement parts are 
becoming harder to find; people who 
service them are retiring; and young 
plumbers want no part of the messy 
business. 

“It’s such dirty stuff,” said Dave 
Murdoch of Kootenay Plumbing and 
Heating. “No one wants their skin 
smelling like oil for the next week.” 

The situation is reaching a tipping 
point in the Slocan Valley, where 
a long-time oil furnace mechanic 
retired a few years ago. The young 
man who replaced him was run off 
his feet with work, but has now 
moved out of the province. The result 
is people whose oil furnaces break 
down this winter may search far and 
wide in vain for someone to fix them.

What it’s also meant is that the 
people who are still using oil-furnace 
systems are often the people who can 
least afford to replace them should 
they fail for good.

“What we’ve seen change over 
the last few years – people who can 
afford to change to other systems, 
to upgrade to other types of heating 
systems, can do so. But people who 
already have systems in place, it’s 
obviously more cost-effective to keep 
using them,” says Chris Sapriken, the 
general manager of the Slocan Valley 

Co-op, which provides home heating 
oil to the region. “What we’ve seen 
is little by little over time, people 
have been upgrading to new forms 
of heating systems, or they’ve ripped 
them up entirely because of the lack 
of service and gone to wood heat.”
Servicing critical

If you can’t afford the switch, 
your best option is to keep your 
furnace trouble-free by ensuring 
your system is kept in good repair. 
That’s what Judy Dupuis in Nakusp 
decided to do. But the senior got a 
surprise when she started trying to 
find someone to check to ensure her 
oil furnace was working properly.

“Winter’s coming, so everyone’s 
getting anxious,” she said, especially 
as her furnace is now more than 20 
years old. “We’re not sure how much 
longer we’ll get out of it but we’ll 
deal with that when it comes.”

She says she knows oil furnaces 
are on the way out, but her options 
are limited. She won’t have a propane 
system; electric is an expensive 
investment; and wood heat doesn’t 
interest her.

“I’m 75 years old. I’m not going 
to haul around bags of wood pellets,” 
she says. Dupuis says she posted to 
Facebook, asking others with oil 
furnaces if they had any solutions. 
Someone in town had found Baynes 
in Revelstoke, but needed six other 
people to sign on to make his trip 
worthwhile. She was successful.

“I got sweet-talked by those 
folks,” laughs Baynes, who says 
that’s about as far as he’s willing to 
travel to do servicing.

Baynes says people wanting 
to avoid being left in the cold may 

want to learn a few do-it-yourself 
maintenance tricks.

“I would take the time to learn 
basic things,” he says. “Ninety 
percent of the problems with oil 
furnaces will be the nozzle. You 
should know how to take it apart 
and replace it. And know the size of 
the nozzle, find one and get a spare.”

Keeping your oil clean is also 
important, he says. That can be done 
with oil conditioners, which helps 
keep water out of the system, and 
by allowing the tank to settle after 
refilling it, to keep particles out of 
the furnace filters.
End of (furnace) life 
planning

And while it’s not a problem now, 
even getting oil for the furnace may 
be a headache one day. It certainly 
is getting more expensive, but the 
company that runs oil up the valley, 
Castlegar Petroleum (a branch of the 
Slocan Valley Co-op), says it’s not the 
profit centre it used to be.

“There has been a decline in the 
number of people using petroleum-
based heating systems,” says 
Sapriken. “We still continue to 
provide the service of home heating 

delivery, but it is very definitely 
one of those that we do it more as 
a service. But if we want to make a 
dollar off of it, we recognize we’re 
not – we’re actually losing money 
by providing that service to some 
degree.”

The bottom line is, time has 
essentially run out on your home 
oil furnace. None of the alternatives 
are cheap or easy – wood, propane, 
and electric all come with multi-
thousand-dollar price tags. So start 
saving for the inevitable change, 
experts advise.

“It is the way of the world. Either 
fix it yourself, or get something that 
can be fixed,” says Baynes. “People 
should start saving for an alternative, 
because it is going to phase out.”

“It’s challenging because there’s 
a lack of servicing individuals 
who can maintain the equipment,” 
advises Sapriken at the Co-op. “It’s 
definitely worth looking into what 
other forms of heating resources 
they have available to them, so they 
don’t get stuck. Where they have 
older equipment and something that 
could break down, they could be left 
in the cold.”
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We thank all our 
small businesses 

for making 
New Denver 
the vibrant 

community that 
it is!

-The Council of 
New Denver
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figmentscanada.com
408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

Since 1986

Thanks to our customers for 
35 years of loyal support!

Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2257
Celebrating 12 years 

in business!

Val and Todd

416 Broadway Nakusp
265-3644

ORGANIC BULK FOOD AND SPICES
Organic/Natural Groceries • Dairy, 

Cheeses and Alternatives • Personal 
Care and Vitamins

9-6 Mon-Sat • Sunday 10-4
Downtown Winlaw 226-7255

Celebrating 16 years as your local 
community whole foods store!

The Biggest 
Little Store 
in the West 
Kootenay

ALL 
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PRODUCE
(lots of local ... 

in season)

Ph: 250-265-3635
email: nakusp@royallepage.ca

www.selkirkrealty.com

Kelly Roberts, Owner/Broker

Tom

441 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-0245

tcmbs@gmx.com

Jade 402 Front Street
Kaslo

250-353-9667

SMALL BUSINESS MONTH

Colleen & Ashley Emery with 
Moriah, Sydney, Amy and Jess

cedar creek gardens hwy 6
250.226.7744  

emeryherbals.com

botanical dispensary, healing 
suites & teaching centre

eric’s Meat 
MarKet 
& Deli

425 Front Street, KaSlo

Ph/Fax: (250) 353-2436

Derek and Candice Dewar

6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo
353-7409

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Voters in the Slocan Valley might 
be split up into two separate provincial 
ridings if the recommendations of BC’s 
Electoral Boundaries Commission are 
accepted.

A review underway by the 
commission recommends the northern 
part of the valley, including Nakusp, 
New Denver and Silverton, be merged 
into a riding named Kootenay Central. 
The valley south of the Slocan would 
remain in Kootenay West, which will 
be expanded to include Christina Lake. 

Those are just some of the 71 
changes to 87 ridings recommended 
by the commission reviewing the 

Redrawn electoral boundaries would see Slocan Valley carved in two
Province’s electoral boundaries, 
which began its work in the fall of 
2021. Since then, it’s held 50 public 
meetings, online town halls, and 
consulted via survey and email. One of 
the three commissioners, Linda Tynan, 
is a municipal government consultant 
who lives in the West Kootenay.
Downsizing mulled

The Commission said the 
Kootenays hasn’t been growing as 
fast as other parts of the province, and 
they mulled over the idea of reducing 
the number of ridings in the region 
from four to three.

However, they said it “quickly 
became clear that fewer ridings would 
create even greater barriers to effective 

representation by making it harder 
for constituents and their MLAs to 
interact.

“In addition to the challenging 
transportation routes, some of which 
require ferry travel, the area faces 
severe seasonal weather,” they noted. 
“Internet and cellular connectivity is 
limited outside of the larger centres 
and we heard that these networks often 
do not extend to rural homes.”

The solution the commissioners 
came up with was to tweak the 
boundaries mostly internally. That 
had the needed effect of bringing the 
populations of the four ridings closer 
in line to the provincial standard.

“Our proposed electoral boundary 

adjustments reduce the differences 
between the populations of each of this 
area’s ridings, and bring the population 
of all four districts within the usual 
deviation range,” the report says.
Proposed riding changes

The proposed changes to the 
Kootenay provincial ridings are as 
follows.

The riding of Nelson-Creston 
is getting a new name and new 
communities in the proposal. It would 
be called ‘Kootenay Central’ and 
would add the northern Slocan Valley 
(Silverton-New Denver area) and 
Nakusp, Trout Lake and Galena Bay 
to the current riding centres of Nelson, 
Creston, and Salmo. 

“We propose changing the name 
of this electoral district from Nelson-
Creston to Kootenay Central to 
reflect its many communities,” the 
commissioners say.

While Kootenay West retains its 
name in the proposal, it would lose the 
northern part of the riding to Kootenay 
Central, as mentioned. It would gain 
Christina Lake to the west to make 
up for the lost population, as well as 
retain Castlegar, Rossland, Trail and 
the Arrow Lakes communities south of 
Nakusp. There have been some small 
neighbourhoods added in the South 
Slocan-Shoreacres area to the riding, 
shifting from Kootenay Central. 

The Columbia-Revelstoke area 
was already massive, and is proposed 
to be expanded so it runs from 
Revelstoke, down through Golden, to 
the outskirts of Cranbrook, to increase 
the riding population. Kootenay East, 
which includes the bulk of the city 
Cranbrook, remains unchanged except 
for losing that part of its northern 
section to Columbia-Revelstoke.

Public hearings
With the release of the report, the 

commission’s work enters its final 
phase, with a final round of public 
consultations. 

“The Commission encourages 
British Columbians to read our 
recommendations and share their 
views,” a news release from the 
Province states. “The Commission 
w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g  i t s 
recommendations in light of the input 
it receives.”

A public meeting was scheduled 
for Nelson on October 20 at noon. 
There are virtual hearings on October 
21 and November 8. Visit https://
bcebc.ca/ for details, and to find out 
how to provide feedback online, or 
by writing to the commission directly 
by email or post. All public input must 
be received by midnight on November 
22, 2022.

The commission’s final report 
must be released by April 3, 2023.

submitted
A new website and marketing 

initiative seeks to share the rich history 
of paddling in British Columbia as well 
as inspire and inform residents and 
visitors alike about the modern-day 
adventures that can be had here. 

Launched in early October, 
Paddle BC is a collaboration between 
paddling associations and cross-sector 
organizations, such as Fishing BC and 
regional tourism groups in the province.

The site has two main goals. The 
first is to promote British Columbia 
as a world-class paddling destination 
that offers some of the most varied 
and fun waterways on the planet. 
With over 25,000 kilometres of ocean 
coastline to explore, innumerable rivers 
and tributaries, and more than 20,000 
lakes of all sizes in an area larger 
than France and Germany combined, 
British Columbia is the perfect paddling 
destination. 

New website to promote BC as world-class paddling destination
The second goal of Paddle BC is to 

endorse the safety of the sport with the 
help of local experts by guiding paddlers 
towards the people, businesses, groups 
and events that will ensure a memorable 
and safe experience. Also offered on the 
website are trip ideas, recommended 
waterways, and articles to help reinforce 
BC as a paddler’s paradise. 

Paddle BC is the brainchild of 
Andrea Ryman, who is the marketing 
director of Destination Castlegar, the 
co-owner of Endless Adventure rafting 
and kayaking company, and a stand up 
paddleboard instructor. 

“I love to paddle everything, from 
lakes and rivers to the ocean, and 
when I travel my paddleboard always 
goes with me,” says Ryman. “Having 
worked in tourism for the last 15 years, 
I noticed that fishing and biking have 
led the charge in BC for adventure 
tourism. With the wealth of waterways 
running though the province, creating 

Paddle BC seemed like the next step to 
highlight British Columbia’s adventure 
playground.” 

Destination British Columbia is a 
proud supporter of the initiative as it 
incorporates the expertise of multiple 
people and partners including the BC 
River Outfitters Association and tourism 
associations across the province.

Visitors to the Paddle BC 
website (www.paddlebc.ca) can 
search for information by three main 
categories: region, waterway, and 
experience. The latter is broken down 
into five subcategories that include 
paddleboarding, kayaking, rafting, 
canoeing, and kayak fishing. 

The waterways listed include lakes, 
rivers and the Pacific Ocean, and 
the six regions of the province are 
the Kootenay Rockies, Thompson 
Okanagan, Cariboo Chilcotin Coast, 
Northern BC, Vancouver Island, and the 
Vancouver, Coast and Mountains region. 
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314 Broadway St 
Nakusp, British Columbia

(250) 265-2540
arrowandanchor.ca

Kathleen and Ryan

Chad, Gail, Lex & Casey

4080 Hwy 31
Ainsworth Hot Springs, BC 

250-353-2550
jonesboysboats.com

Small business is the 
backbone of our local 
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work and community-
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359-2298

Thank you for 
shopping local!

401-6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: (250) 358-2617

Fax: (250) 358-2524 
Email: newdenver@rhcinsurance.com

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back 
Hoe Work, Certified Welding & 

Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Jan McMurray
The district has more students than 

expected this year. Enrolment is at 4,762 
– 92 more students than projected.

However, this is likely due to the 
decrease in the number of online learners 
this year. Enrolment in the Elev-8 
programs is 235, down 73 from what 
was projected.

“Online learning has gone back 
to pre-COVID levels,” commented 
Secretary-Treasurer Johan Glaudemans.

Enrolment figures for the schools 
in the Valley Voice coverage area are: 
Brent Kennedy 204 (205 last year); Mt. 
Sentinel 282 (271 last year); Sequoia 13 
(14 last year); WE Graham 96 (97 last 
year); Winlaw 96 (87 last year); JVH 198 
(208 last year); Jewett 10 (9 last year).

• The increase in enrolment will 
result in an increased budget for the 
year. Glaudemans reported that the 
district will receive $44,000,814 based 
on enrolment this year, compared to 
$42,684,030 budgeted. He said the 
additional funds would be used for 
additional staffing, and “once we get 
the staffing adjustments figured out, we 
can see what the next priority should 

SD 8 Kootenay Lake, October 11: Enrolment numbers are in
be.” Superintendent Trish Smillie added 
that inflation is causing cost pressures 
for the district.

• The new Student and Family 
Affordability Fund will provide the 
district with $553,554 in one-time 
funding for this school year. After 
consultation with the Lower Kootenay 
Band, the Aboriginal Committee of 
Education and the District PAC, the 
district has decided to spend $297,000 of 
the funding on expansion of the district’s 
food security initiatives and $256,554 to 
offset school fees and to provide equity 
funds for Indigenous learners.

• Superintendent Smillie provided 
the board with a report on SOGI 
(sexual orientation and gender identity) 
initiatives. “This is embedded in the 
curriculum – it doesn’t have its own 
curriculum,” she explained. “It’s about 
treating everyone with respect and 
dignity.”

• A report from the superintendent 
on the Foundation Skills Assessment, a 
province-wide testing tool that provides a 
snapshot of how students are progressing 
in literacy and numeracy, shows 
increased participation but decreased 

performance from SD 8 students. 
“Our students scored lower than the 
provincial average and lower than last 
year, but the increase in participation 
gives better reliability in the results,” 
Smillie said. She said staff has begun 
creating three-year plans for literacy and 
numeracy improvement, and will report 
to the board monthly on “how we are 
addressing these results.”

• Trustees not running for re-election 
– Bill Maslechko, Becky Coons and 
Sheri Walsh – each said a brief goodbye. 
Chair Lenora Trenaman acknowledged 
that this was the last meeting in public 
for this board, and thanked everyone. 
“This has been a challenging term – a 
very long term,” she commented. She 
especially thanked the three trustees not 
seeking re-election. “Trustee Coons, you 
came with an agenda, but you quickly 
got with the program, and I appreciate 
that. Trustee Walsh, your thoughtful 
contributions will be sorely missed. 
Trustee Maslechko, we came on the 
board together five terms and 17 years 
ago. I cannot imagine the next board 
without you. What you brought to the 
table was commendable. Thank you!”

by Cassandra Morrison 
A micro-documentary by poet 

Zaynab Mohammed premiered at 
the Nelson Civic Theatre earlier this 
month. In the film, the Slocan Valley 
resident explores a fundamental 
question: Are we listening?

Best known around Nelson and 
the Kootenays for her Poem Booth, 
Zaynab writes poems on the spot for 

Slocan Valley poet explores listening
folks at local festivals around the area. 
Earlier this year, she won the 2022 
Richard Carver Award for Emerging 
Writers, and it’s easy to see why. 
Zaynab was undoubtedly born a poet; 
words often flow from her like water. 

“It’s in my blood,” she says. 
“Poetry has helped me heal. It’s my 
greatest ally in the hard moments and 
the good moments. I’m so grateful 
for poetry.”

In 2020, the executive director 
of the Nelson Civic Theatre, Eleanor 
Stacey, invited Zaynab to become one 
of the theatre’s inaugural artists-in-
residence, and inspired her to explore 
a question over the course of the year. 

“The question came to me soon 
after the pandemic and George 
Floyd,” she says. “It also came from 
my inner child and not understanding 
why people can’t get along. Instead of 
fighting, maybe we can cry together 
instead? If we just listen to each other, 
maybe we can understand each other 
more?”

Zaynab contemplated the 
question for the first year of her 
residency. After being appointed a 
2022 BC Culture Days Ambassador, 
the program requested she create 
a project that asked the public to 
participate. That’s when it all came 
together. 

For  two months ,  Zaynab 
interviewed 47 people, asking them 
six questions each: “What does 
listening mean to you? What are your 
thoughts and insights on listening? 
How do you listen? Why do you 
listen? When do you listen? Where 
does your listening happen within 
you?”

The various answers Zaynab 
got for those questions provided 
25 hours of interviews for her to 
delve into both the concept and 
art of listening. Tapping into the 
collective consciousness, she has 

crafted a film that is equally thought-
provoking as it is beautiful and 
unique. The ten-minute video is a 
meditative-like dreamscape woven 
from soundbites taken from the 
numerous interviews, accompanied 
by interpretive movements performed 
by Zaynab herself. 

“It’s a micro-documentary, but 
also moves between reality and a 
dream,” she says of the film. 

While the short film project is 
now complete, Zaynab continues 
to be inspired by her interviewees’ 
answers. She has plans for a live show 
incorporating some of the unused 
soundbites and is aiming to have it 
completed by the end of the year. The 
one-woman show will be ready for 
touring by next spring. 

With continued support of the 
community, it is also Zaynab’s hope 
that she will be able to recreate 
the full, live experience of Are We 
Listening? – taking it on the road for 
screenings throughout the Kootenays.

“I’m really grateful to be in this 
community and grateful that people 
want to hear what I have to say,” 
Zaynab says of the support she’s 
received so far. “I feel so seen and 
loved.” 

The  f i lm was  crea ted  in 

collaboration with Slocan resident 
Kai Cabodnya. 

You can watch the micro-
documentary Are We Listening? 

online, as well as explore and support 
Zaynab’s poetry and other projects 
by visiting her website: www.
ZaynabMohammed.com.

Local award-winning performance poet Zaynab Mohammed with her brother Husain 
Mohammed at the screening of Are We Listening? earlier this month in Nelson.
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submitted
On Tuesday, November 1, New 

Denver will have its very first public 
celebration of the Day of the Dead. 
This gathering is sponsored by the 
Slocan Lake Green Burial Society, 
and will take place at the Green 
Burial Ground, adjacent to the current 
existing cemetery. People are invited 
to gather at 2 pm, and the celebration 
will continue until everyone wants 
to go home. Anyone who might stay 
until after dark will need a flashlight, 
and attendees are advised to wear 
sensible shoes. The site will always 
be left in its natural state as much as 
possible, so as a result there are no 

Day of the Dead to be celebrated in New Denver
groomed trails or lighting. Bring your 
own seating.

The area will be festively 
arranged, with a beautiful bell tent 
and plenty of room for displays at the 
centre. Participants are encouraged to 
bring photos, mementos, decorations 
and finger food to be part of creating 
this celebratory ambiance. Hopefully, 
a number of the more adventurous 
among us will come arrayed in 
costumes appropriate to the occasion. 
A campfire will also be part of the 
scene.

Music, participatory singing, 
poetry and stories will be essential 
elements of the day, and one and all 

are welcome to participate in whatever 
way they feel moved to do so. While 
some parts of the celebration will be 
set in place in advance, generous time 
will be allotted for people to express 
themselves, telling their stories, 
singing their songs, and helping to 
make it all up as it goes along.

“Life is mysterious, as is death,” 
muses organizer Gitta Ridder. “How 
did we get here and what happens 
after our last breath? Let us celebrate 
this mystery with awe and remember 
our precious friends and family, 
how we loved and laughed with 
them in life and still can now, in our 
memories…”

According to History.com: “The 
Day of the Dead (el Día de los 
Muertos), is a Mexican holiday where 
families welcome back the souls of 
their deceased relatives for a brief 
reunion that includes food, drink and 
celebration. A blend of Mesoamerican 
ritual, European religion and Spanish 
culture, the holiday is celebrated each 
year from October 31 to November 2.” 
This idea is catching on in many other 
cultures, and here in New Denver the 
organizers hope to create a recurring 
community event which owes its 
origins to the original celebration, 
and is unique to our own experience.

One exciting feature of the day 

will be a poetry performance by 
Zaynab Mohammed, recent recipient 
of the Richard Carver writing award, 
and Nelson’s cultural ambassador. 
Her powerful poems have earned 
her a considerable following in the 
Kootenays and beyond, and she has 
agreed to compose a piece especially 
for this occasion.

The Slocan Lake Green Burial 
Ground is located beside the Masonic 
area of the New Denver cemetery, 
and is accessed through the cemetery. 
Follow the signs.

For more information, text 
or call 250-505-6472, or email 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com.

by Jan McMurray
Amanda Murphy has been elected 

by acclamation to the School District 
10 Arrow Lakes board of education, 
and will be the only new face at 
the board table this term. She joins 
incumbents Rhonda Farrell, Danyea 
Simon, Steve Gascon and Christine 
Dixon, all who were acclaimed in the 
October 2022 election.

“I was encouraged to put my name 
forward for the trustee-at-large position 
by the current trustee, Lora Lee 
Brekke,” explains Murphy. “We have 
worked together through the Lucerne 
School PAC and through various 
other community organizations, and 
she felt I had the right experience and 
attitude to be a positive addition to the 
board. The trustee-at-large position is 
there to support the district as a whole 
and I hope to promote solutions that 
will allocate resources equitably 
throughout the area from Edgewood 
to New Denver.”

Amanda Murphy will be the only new trustee at the SD 10 board table this term.

Amanda Murphy acclaimed as trustee for School District 10 Arrow Lakes
Amanda has had the unique 

experience of having all of her 
education completed in SD 10. “I 
spent kindergarten in Edgewood, 
grades 1-2 in Burton and then went 
on to complete high school in New 
Denver. Combined, my parents taught 
in the Edgewood, Fauquier, Nakusp 
and New Denver schools. Their 
involvement in the schools and the 
many other wonderful teachers and 
administrators that I had have given 
me a strong educational foundation 
and a life-long admiration and respect 
for their work.”

Amanda is especially passionate 
about ensuring any child in the 
district who wants it has access to 
a quality education. Other aspects 
of the role that she is excited to be 
part of are: setting policies that meet 
the district’s education goals and 
provincial guidelines, liaising with 
community organizations and social 
services to provide non-educational 

supports for kids, implementing local 
and provincial education programs, 
maintaining our excellent facilities 
and passing a balanced annual budget.

Amanda brings many years of 
community development experience 
to the board through her work in the 
public, private and non-profit sectors. 
“I’ve been involved in extensive 
strategic and asset management 
planning and know that these high-
level skills will directly support the 
board’s mandate,” she said.

Amanda worked for the Village 
of New Denver for six years as 
Recreation and Cultural Coordinator 
and the Community Service Manager. 
After her time at the Village, she 
was involved in creating the Slocan 
Valley Wildfire Resilience Plan while 
working for SIFCo (Slocan Valley 
Community Forest) and then the 
Nakusp Water Master Plan while 
working for 9dot Engineering. 
Currently, she is an administrator for 

FirePro2 software, which supports 
digital records management for fire 
departments all across Canada. She 
is also on the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Society board of directors. 

“We are very lucky to live in 

such a beautiful and safe region,” 
she says. “I believe that supporting 
and strengthening public education 
is key to keeping our communities 
sustainable and vibrant. I look forward 
to joining the board later this fall.”

submitted
Two Nelson events will showcase 

the beauty and resilience of Sinixt 
culture on October 24-25, part of 
a transboundary tour that starts in 
Revelstoke on October 20 and ends 
at Gonzaga University in Spokane 
on October 30. Films, readings and 
discussions across the transboundary 
region will focus on the return of the 
Sinixt and celebrate a new and expanded 
20th anniversary edition of a local 
classic, The Geography of Memory. 

On Monday, October 24 at 7 
pm, the Capitol Theatre will screen 
two short films: Washed Away, a film 
about Columbia River Treaty impacts, 
by Agathe Bernard, and an eloquent 
composite of the June 10 celebration at 

Shelly Boyd, Sinixt cultural facilitator, takes a first look at the new edition of The Geography of Memory.

Celebrating Sinixt culture and the 20th anniversary 
edition of The Geography of Memory

Lakeside Park, by Carlo Alcos. LaRae 
Wiley, Sinixt contributor, and author 
Eileen Delehanty Pearkes will read 
from the expanded edition of her book 
to round out the lively and informative 
evening.

On Tuesday, October 25 at 7 pm, 
the Nelson Museum, Archive and Art 
Gallery will host a panel discussion, 
‘Watershed Reflections: The Ecology 
and Culture of Place.’ The panel, 
including Sinixt Cultural Facilitator 
Shelly Boyd, Jan Englis and Pearkes, 
will be moderated by Lesley Garlow, 
museum educator and a member of the 
Haudenosaunee, Cayuga, Turtle Clan. 
The evening discussion will explore 
the impact modern borders and other 
political boundaries have on how all 

people connect to places, most especially 
the mountain home surrounding Nelson. 

“The new edition speaks to the 
depth of truth that is possible if historical 
evidence is seen through an intersectional 
and collaborative lens, and to the breadth 
of work ahead of us all when considering 
Truth and Reconciliation,” says Garlow. 
“Regardless of the colonially imposed 
border, the truth is the Sinixt are still 
here.”

Both events are free of charge, 
thanks to the generous support of the 
Capitol Theatre (421 Victoria Street) 
and the Nelson Museum Archives and 
Art Gallery (502 Vernon Street). To 
reserve your free ticket for the theatre, 
go to https://capitoltheatre.ca or call the 
Box Office Tuesday-Friday 11 am-3 pm.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Kaslo couple has been given 
permission to enlarge their house 
and carport on their property, even 
though their plans go against building 
guidelines for their neighbourhood.

Michael and Sandra Jones had 
their Development Variance Permit 
approved to make the changes to 
their small home at 302 3rd Street at 
the October 11 meeting of council.

“We are full-time residents and 
good custodians of this highly visible 
location and we take pride in the look 
of both our house and our property,” 
the couple wrote to council. “To this 
end, we seek to renovate our property 
in a way that allows us to age in place 
but also maintains the aesthetic that 
we feel is important to this location.”

Among the changes the Joneses 
want to make are a living room 

Kaslo council, October 11: Council sets ‘bylaw-defeating precedent’ approving development proposal
addition, new bedroom, larger 
bathroom, wrap-around deck, and 
enlarging the carport.

“The motive for our property 
improvement proposal is to prepare 
our home for senior living,” they 
add. “Authorizing the above 
variance would allow us to make 
improvements, which would make 
our home safer and more liveable 
now and into the future.”

The increased size would see the 
building setbacks from the property 
lines reduced – by about one metre in 
the case of one side of the property, 
and down to zero metres from the 
front property line for the new 
carport. The amount of land covered 
by the house and carport would go 
up from 40% to 61% as a result – 
another rule-breaker.

The couple argued that the house 
was built in the 1960s before the 

current regulations were put in place, 
creating a unique situation and set 
of needs. 

Staff recommended approving 
the house setback changes, but 
balked at the garage plans.

“Conforming to the setback 
requirements would also result in 
a very small building size, so it is 
certainly reasonable to grant relief to 
the setbacks to allow for a sensibly 
sized house to be constructed on 
this small lot,” a report to council 
indicates. However, staff said a new 
carport has to follow the existing 
development guidelines. And they 
warn of potential legal headaches 
should the application for a setback 
of zero metres from the property line 
be approved. 

“That the existing carport has 
been there for over 50 years, there 
is no room at the side of the house 
for a carport, and that the applicant 
has attempted to justify their request 
based on hardship is recognized,” the 
report says. “But there is a risk of 
setting a bylaw-defeating precedent 
if approved.” 

CAO Ian Dunlop’s report also 
noted that permitting a front setback 
of zero metres would also apply 
to the entire front of the property 
forever, “meaning that the house or 
carport could be further expanded 
into the front yard in future.”

“Once the variance is granted 
to reduce the setback, then that then 
applies to any future development,” 
he continued. “The notice on title 
stays with the property… the 
property could be re-developed in 
the future with that zero setback.” 

“We have absolutely no intention 
of doing that,” said Michael Jones, 
saying he was ‘blindsided’ by the 
issue that their request would set 
a precedent. “And if there’s any 
mechanism we could impose upon 
ourselves that would give council 
greater confidence with us moving 
forward, we would do whatever 
that took.” 

Despite the warning from staff, 
councillors, most of whom faced re-
election in four days, unanimously 
approved the Jones application with 
no restrictions. 

“I know this is about setting 
precedents, but I think future councils 
should have enough control over that 
to say, ‘hey, this is a special case right 
here, tough luck.’” said Councillor 
Kellie Knoll, who didn’t run for 
re-election. 
Planning Active 
Transport

Council gave staff the go-ahead 
to apply for funding for a plan to 
expand and improve the Village’s 
networks of trails, paths, and 
opportunities for human-powered 
mobility.

The Village does not have an 
Active Transportation Network 
Plan, but having one can make 
the community eligible for big 
improvement projects that would 
improve the quality of life for the 
whole community.

“The ATNP will identify the 
infrastructure that Kaslo residents 
require for safer walking, cycling and 

use of mobility devices and strategies 
to encourage human-powered 
transportation in the community,” 
says a staff report. “Projects that 
address gaps identified in the ATNP 
will be eligible for infrastructure 
funding in future intakes of the 
program.”

But first the Village has to have 
a formal plan, which is what the 
$30,000 planning study will provide. 
The Village would hire a consultant, 
conduct community consultation and 
prepare shovel-ready plans to apply 
for funding.

“Kaslo already has an extensive 
network of trails that can be 
integrated into the street and sidewalk 
network,” says the report from staff, 
but notes that there are also gaps 
in that sidewalk network and trail 
system, that the public bus stops 
don’t have proper curbs, sidewalks 
or bike parking, and that accessibility 
issues are common in many areas of 
the village. 

Village staff will consult with 
local user groups and council to 
identify and inventory the existing 
infrastructure, while surveys and 
traffic counting will help identify 
areas for improvement. From there, 
projects will be developed for grants.

“By securing grant funds for the 
creation of an ATNP, the Village will 
reduce the impact on taxpayers,” the 
report says.

Completing an Active Transport 
Plan would make the Village eligible 
for grants covering 70% of costs for 
eligible projects up to maximum of 
$500,000. The Village’s portion of 
future funding could come from the 
transportation reserve or COVID 
surplus funds, the report says.

Council asked for more budget 
details, but approved applying for up 
to $30,000 for the project.
New driveway

A couple has been given approval 
to build a driveway at the end of 
Galena Avenue off 7th Street.

Theresa and Leonard Van 
Oort want to build a home on their 
property between Galena and Victoria 
Avenues, but the best access for the 
steep lot is from Galena – which 
ends in a row of trees just before 
their property. However, the road 
continues as a Village right-of-way 
on the map, and there’s a public 
foot trail there. The couple needs 
to improve the right-of-way to get 
enough access for vehicles and utility 
lines in the future, and they want to 
clear out some of the brush for their 
driveway.

The couple submitted complete 
plans on the project, and they have to 
pay the full cost for the improvements. 
They will also have a covenant on 
their title stating they recognize 
the Village has not assumed any 
responsibility for snow clearing, 
paving, or other maintenance on the 
part of the roadway they are turning 
into a driveway.

Council gave approval for the 
driveway construction, as Galena is 
not likely to be extended beyond the 
Van Oorts’ property (“There’s really 
nowhere else for that road to go,” 
CAO Ian Dunlop told council. “… 

you’d literally just fall off a cliff.”)
The couple also has to ensure the 

driveway doesn’t block the public 
footpath, part of which is being 
cleared out for the project.
Fall rec grants

Seven community groups will 
receive $500 each to promote well-
being and recreation in Kaslo. The 
fall community recreation grants 
were approved at the council 
meeting, and include such projects 
as new signage for the Disc Golf 
club, training equipment for Kaslo 
Baseball, craft materials for seniors 
and the youth council, and a tennis 
ball collector and extra pickleballs 
(“which are always needed,” says the 
Kaslo Racquet Club’s application).

Langham 
concert series 
relaunches 
with Newfie 
musician and 
storyteller
submitted

The Langham Guest Artist Series 
2022-23 kicks off with award-
winning Newfoundland singer-
songwriter, filmmaker, storyteller 
Ian Foster. Ian is a native of 
Newfoundland and a worthy heir to 
that region’s rich history of song and 
storytelling. CBC’s Bob Mersereau 
calls Ian “a fine example of what a 
21st century folk performer should 
be… Some of the most effective 
modern folk of the region.” 

Ian has been compared to diverse 
artists like Bruce Cockburn, Daniel 
Lanois, The War on Drugs, Josh 
Ritter and more, depending on 
the album that you’re listening to. 
It all comes from a love of sonic 
exploration that has grown as Ian’s 
career moves between touring the 
world and producing albums for a 
diverse set of artists.

Ian has played across Canada, 
the US, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Austria and Italy, and his music 
has played on radio internationally. 
He is a MusicNL and East Coast 
Music Award winner, and a finalist 
for the International Songwriting 
Competition.

The Langham is thrilled to bring 
Ian’s multi-media performance to the 
intimate Langham theatre Saturday, 
October 22, 7 pm. His show includes 
live music and a screening of his 
latest short film/album Close to 
the Bone. Advance tickets just $15 
available at Sunnyside Naturals and 
Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo, $20 
at the door 6:30 pm.

Ian Foster performs at the Langham October 22.
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Gordon Douglas Stanley (Stan) 
Hampton

Stan was born on June 30th, 1929 in Youngstown, Alberta and passed 
away peacefully on October 2nd, 2022 in the Vernon Jubilee Hospital at 
the age of 93 years.

Stan was one of eight children born to Frank Orld and Beatrice May 
(Coates) Hampton and at a young age came with his family to West Arrow 
Park where he greatly enjoyed his youth living in the beautiful, rugged 
outdoors of B.C.  In his early working years Stan was involved in the 
logging profession. Later he found his niche when he discovered his love 
for the agricultural industry and he got involved in farming, ranching, 
driving livestock freight trucks and eventually ending his long working 
career as a Brand Inspector. Stan was a resident of Vernon since 1965 
and he enjoyed his life to the fullest. In his retirement years he still kept 
himself busy by creating beautiful birdhouses, enjoying his garden and 
was fortunate enough to be able to remain in his own “castle on the hill” 
taking care of business...right up to a week before his death.

Stan will be lovingly remembered and deeply missed by his son, Bart 
(Linda) Hampton of Strathmore, Alberta; one brother, Bob (Lala) Hampton 
of Likely, B.C.; two sisters, Beatrice Hampton of Victoria, B.C. and Marion 
Routley of Surrey, B.C.; numerous nieces, nephews and extended family.  
He was preceded in death by an infant son, Gordon; his beloved wife 
Helen; and four brothers, Bill, Murray, Herb and Orld (Spud).

The Funeral Service was held at Bethel Funeral Chapel on Thursday, 
October 6th, 2022 at 11:00 A.M. with Reverend Dr. Teresa Charlton 
officiating.  Interment followed in the Pleasant Valley Cemetery.  As an 
expression of sympathy, those who wish to do so may send donations in 
memory of Stan to the charity of their choice.

“There’s a bluebird on your windowsill”
Funeral arrangements were made with
BETHEL FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD.,
5605-27th Street, Vernon, B.C. V1T 8Z5
250-542-1187

submitted by Columbia Basin Trust
Work by a dedicated group of 

environmental stewards is paying off 
for an ecological gem in the northern 
Slocan Valley.

Like many people, Wendy King 
enjoys riding her bike on the rail trail 
that runs from Rosebery on Slocan 
Lake to Summit Lake. By late summer, 
however, the president of the Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society says it can 
be safer to avoid the wetland section.

“The bears are abundant and love 
the riparian zones for foraging and 
preparing for winter,” she says.

Grizzlies and humans aren’t the 
only ones that adore this place, known 
as the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor. 
This 23-kilometre wetland and wildlife 
corridor is home to a vast range of 
species, including beavers, moose, 
western toads, Kokanee salmon and 
great blue herons. The flora is similarly 
diverse, with old-growth western red 
cedar and rare lichens, mosses and 
mollusks.

“We have over 55 species-at-risk 
in the corridor,” says King. “It’s pretty 
wild and very unique in biodiversity for 
the Kootenays.”

To safeguard this space and the 
plants and animals that rely on it, the 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
has completed a three-year project 
to restore three wetlands in the 
corridor. The project was supported 

Wetlands get a little help to stay wild
by the Columbia Basin Trust and the 
Kootenay Connect initiative, funded 
by Environment and Climate Change 
Canada.
Going with the flow

One of the key issues was the old 
railway bed, built over a century ago. 
Running the length of the valley, it 
created barriers that cut off pockets 
of wetlands from each other. The 
project focused on reconnecting and 
enhancing these aquatic habitats—all 
while ensuring that trail users could 
continue to enjoy this spectacular 
location.

“To be fully functioning, wetlands 
need to be moving,” says King. “In 
periods of high water, like freshet in the 
spring, when everything’s melting, the 
water needs to flow from one wetland 
section to another without having the 
rail trail impede these natural flows.”

For two of the restoration sites, the 
solution was to add swales: dips across 
the trail, filled with rocks, that better 
permit water to pass—and sometimes 
fish and western toads. The occasional 
pedestrian walkway was added above 
for humans. “Trail users can enjoy the 
trail and, at the same time, nature is 
rewarded with improved water flows.”

Another important step was to add 
vegetation. 

“We planted over 2,000 shrubs and 
trees in an area that had been cleared 
and disturbed,” says King. “In almost 

two years now, we’ve seen amazing 
growth and the survivability is really 
good.”

By shading the creek, these plants 
help stop evaporation, keep the water 
cool and improve spawning habitat 
for rainbow trout. Stream banks also 
needed to be stabilized, plus the 
creek required contouring where it 
had started to run straight alongside 
the trail.

“For healthy habitats, water 
retention and filtering, you need a 
meandering creek,” King says. “That’s 
very important.” 

To encourage this, the group 
sharpened the ends of cedar logs 
and rammed them into the banks, 
submerging them into the water for a 
natural habitat enhancement.

T h e s e  e f f o r t s — i n c l u d i n g 
additional activities like constructing 
ponds and mounds and removing 
ineffective culverts—are already 
having effects. That’s why the project 
was a great match for support from 
the Trust, which works to help groups 
in the region maintain and improve 
ecological health in the Basin’s 
ecosystems. Hands-on work like this, at 
a large scale, across entire landscapes, 
aims to create lasting effects.

For Bonanza, the effect has been 
dramatic.

“In one year, we’ve seen the 
amphibian population explode in 
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Work by a dedicated group of environmental stewards is paying off for an ecological gem in the northern Slocan Valley.

one of the wetlands,” King says. 
The benefits also extend beyond the 
wetlands, as they bring a substantial 
amount of nutrients and cold water into 
Slocan Lake.

The group will now continue to 
monitor the sections and adjust if 
necessary. 

“We really are just coaxing nature 
to be the best it can be,” says King.

Carmen Gustafson returns two paintings to the artist’s family. See letter to the editor from Carmen.
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Born Marie Amanda Fabiola 
Gisele Dupuis, July 29, 1946, in 
St. Boniface, Manitoba, was the 
youngest of 17 children. Parents 
Philiza and Fabiola Dupuis raised 
their family in Winnipeg Manitoba. 
Gisele peacefully passed away in her 
sleep at Kootenay Lakeside Hospital 
on October 5, 2022. 

Gisele married (Jack) Sinclair 
Morris in 1972, started and raised 
their family in Vancouver, BC for 18 
years with their daughter Gail, and 
son Ernie. After the nest was empty, 
Gisele and Jack downsized, 

Marie Amanda Fabiola Gisele Morris
1946-2022

moving to the wild canyons of the Nahatlatch River, where they created 
a wonderful off grid homestead, living the clean and healthy lifestyle 
they had always wanted. As time went on, they partnered with a rafting 
company to develop the homestead into a wilderness lodge. After 
developments were completed, Gisele and Jack sold the property and 
were soon looking for a new place to live out the remainder of their 
retirement years. Stumbling on the Village of Slocan, it was love at first 
sight, and they settled in Slocan in 1996, where they both lived their days 
in comfort and peace. 

Gisele leaves behind the remainder of her large family, Rose, Gabby, 
Jean, Moe, her daughter Gail, her two grandchildren, Keena (Kian), 
daughter in law Saraha, Ravann, and great grandson Kaiden. Gisele is now 
reunited with her husband of 40 years Jack, her son Ernie, her parents, 
brothers, and sisters that crossed over throughout the years. 

May her family reunion in heaven be a joyous one. We will miss her 
fiery wit, generous heart, and contagious smile. All those who knew her 
loved her deeply and she will be greatly missed.  

To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson 
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

by Jan McMurray
The western toads at Summit Lake 

now have a fourth tunnel under Hwy 6 
for safe passage between the lake and 
the forest.

The new concrete tunnel was 
installed in the spring this year, and 
complements the other concrete tunnel 
installed in 2014, the plastic tunnel 
installed in 2006 and a metal culvert 
installed sometime before 2005.

“We got this new tunnel because 
of the paving job at Summit Lake 
this year,” explained Jakob Dulisse, 
wildlife biologist and independent 
consultant who has been working on 
the Summit Lake Western Toad Project 
since it started in 2010. “We work with 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, and they let us know 
when the timing is right.”

Dulisse said the first tunnel was 
a “legacy project” for Bruce Lintott, 
long-time area manager with Highways 
before he retired. Duane Wells was the 
Ministry of Transportation contact 
for this new tunnel. “He brought his 
kids to Toadfest a few years ago and 
really promoted the project within the 
ministry,” Dulisse said. “We do the 
science, but it’s really about human 
relationships in the end.”

Summit Lake is a globally 
significant breeding site for western 
toads. Unfortunately, many are run 
over on the highway as they migrate 

New tunnel gives toads another option for crossing highway safely
from their home in the forest to the 
breeding grounds at the lake, and 
then back to the forest. Dulisse said 
that decades ago, the highway would 
get so slippery with dead toads that 
the ministry would have to put down 
sand. The team of scientists working 
on the Summit Lake Western Toad 
Project are assessing road mortality 
on long-term toad population trends, 
evaluating the efficacy of the tunnels, 
and investigating other potential 
remedial measures.

“The latest study shows that the 
breeding population is stable, so that’s 
good,” said Dulisse, “but you need a 
long-term data set to know with any 
confidence what’s really happening.”

Dulisse says more tunnels would 
be welcome, but it’s difficult to find 
suitable locations for them. “One 
hot spot is between the ski hill and 
where Bonanza Creek goes under the 
highway, but there’s a cliff on one side 
and a wetland on the other so it’s a 
really difficult area for an underpass.”

The team is concerned about 
the increased development in the 
area and its impacts on the toads. 
The ministry has traffic counters 
on area highways that shows traffic 
is increasing significantly. “We’re 
concerned about night traffic, and a lot 
of that is chip trucks, so we’d like to 
work with them but so far we haven’t 
had any success. It would be nice to 

work with them to tip the balance in 
the favour of the toads,” Dulisse said.

Forestry in the lower elevations 
can also have a significant impact, 
Dulisse added.

The 2021 report on the project also 
mentions the Ruby Range subdivision. 
“Since 2011, of a total of 256 adult 
toads, including 161 females, have 
been detected on roadways within 
the subdivision. This underscores 
the importance of private land to 
the conservation of the western toad 
population at Summit Lake and 
educational outreach efforts should 
increase accordingly.”

Yellowhead Road and Bridge, the 
government’s road contractor, installed 
the new tunnel just prior to the Hwy 
6 paving project in July to make the 
installation more efficient and cost 
effective, the ministry reports. The 
installation cost the ministry $350,000.

The tunnels include fencing, 
which helps direct the toads to the 
tunnels. The new tunnel has temporary 
fencing, with the permanent fencing 
coming within a year, Dulisse said. The 
Summit Lake Western Toad Project is 
funded mainly by the Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program.

The project is supported by the 
Ministry of Forests, the Fish & Wildlife 
Compensation Program, BC Parks and 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

submitted
You are cordially invited to 

come check out the Nakusp Library, 
discover the Nakusp and District 

Explore Nakusp Library’s accessible features at the Centennial Building Open House
Museum’s artifacts, and dive into 
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society’s 
Archives during the Centennial 
Building Open House, 2-4 pm on 
October 29.

The library would like to take 
this opportunity to invite you, and 
to let you know that:

• You can take an elevator up to 
the library and the archives. There is 
a buzzer at the foot of the stairs that 
will alert staff that you want to use 
the elevator, and then staff can show 
you the way to the elevator or bring 
books down to you. Elevator access 
is helpful to those with mobility 
issues and for parents with children 
in strollers.

• The library has large print 
books, audio books on CDs, and a 
Daisy Reader to play the discs (ask 
us more!) and a large collection 
of movies. If you have a tablet or 

iPad, library staff can help you set 
up an online account where you can 
stream or download audio books 
and ebooks. 

• If you need help with your 
tablet, laptop or with one of our 
public computers, library staff are 
always happy to help. 

• If you’d like to try walking 
with hiking poles, you can try the 
library’s set before you invest in a 
pair for yourself. 

• The library will deliver materials 
if you can’t get out and would like a 
book, movie or audio book 

• If you’re having a hard time 
reading, the library can pair you with 
a volunteer who will read to you. 

Have an idea how to make the 
library more accessible? The library 
would love to hear from you! Call 
the library at 250-265-3363 or send 
an email to contact@nakusplibrary.ca

Jakob Dulisse at the new toad tunnel at Summit Lake.
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Richard Colebrook (Cole) 
Harris, 1936-2022

Cole Harris understood that to live well was to contribute. His 
contributions to the field of historical geography, to teaching and 
mentoring students, to understanding the country, to UBC, to the Unitarian 
Church of Vancouver, and to raising a family were many, and continue 
to influence and inspire.

Cole’s grandfather, Joseph Colebrook (JC) Harris, arrived in New 
Denver in the mid-1890s at the height of the mining boom. JC came to 
farm and to supply the miners with fresh produce, and he and his wife 
Margaret Raeper built a life and raised a family on the Bosun Ranch 
between New Denver and Silverton. Cole’s father, Dick, left for university 
and to become a high school teacher in Vancouver, while his uncle Sandy 
and his wife Mollie, and then their daughter, Nancy, lived on the Ranch, 
sustaining the family connection.

Born in Vancouver in 1936 to Dick and Ellen (née Code), Cole’s 
school years were interrupted for long stretches with rheumatic fever. 
At UBC as an undergraduate in Geography and History, he ran middle 
distances with the Varsity Track Team. A young graduate student at 
the University of Wisconsin, Cole immersed himself in the archives in 
Quebec City and Ottawa and surfaced with The Seigneurial System in 
Early Canada. 

In 1961, Cole’s sister Susan introduced her UBC choir friend, Muriel 
Watney, whose mother, Gertrude Smith, had been born in what became 
the Apple Tree Restaurant in New Denver. Two weeks on the Bosun 
Ranch that summer led to a wonderful partnership over fifty-eight years 
of married life. 

Cole taught at the University of Toronto, then at UBC, where its 
Geography Department remained his much-loved academic home from 
1971 until he retired in 2001. His scholarship, begun on early Quebec, 
turned to the country as a whole, and led to the award-winning Historical 
Atlas of Canada, Volume I. Driven by an insatiable curiosity to understand 
the place he called home, Cole then focused on The Resettlement of British 
Columbia, and, in Making Native Space, on processes of colonialism and 
dispossession, while encouraging others as co-editor of BC Studies. After 
retirement, Cole revisited his work on early Canada with The Reluctant 
Land, collaborated with others to publish local histories of the Slocan 
Valley, and wrote a family history, Ranch in the Slocan. 

Cole’s scholarly awards include Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada, the Canadian Historical Association’s MacDonald Prize, the 
Royal Canadian Geographic Society’s Gold and Massey medals, and 
Officer of the Order of Canada. Known to grandchildren as Doco, Cole 
will be remembered by his students, colleagues, friends and his family 
for spirited lectures, lively seminars, unconventional field trips, mealtime 
conversation, Shakespeare readings, mountain trips, enthusiastic singing, 
support of creative activity, and his rigour, fun, and kindness.

Cole died at his home in Vancouver on September 26, 2022, aged 
86. He is survived by his wife Muriel, children Douglas (Candy), Colin 
(Janet), and Rachel (Éric), and eight grandchildren. His body was buried 
in the New Denver cemetery, in the Harris plot, between his parents and 
grandparents. His memorial service at the Unitarian Church in Vancouver 
is available for viewing at https://ucv.im/coleharris. An opportunity for 
those in the Slocan Valley to celebrate Cole’s life will be announced in 
2023. Donations suggested to the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund.

Crescent Valley Fire Department: Back row - Lt. Dwayne Lau, Captain Glenn Pyper, Brian Rexin, Raymond Nitz, Fire Chief Ryan Durand, 
Braedon Hayes, Ryan Lewis, Cayden Cockshutt. Front row: Laura Grant, Rowan Zayac, James Lerch, Captain Rob Postnikoff, Deputy Chief 
Geoff Gaudet, Rose Hodwitz, Christena Lewis, Aaron Postnikoff, Meeri Durand. Missing: Assistant Chief Rob Crowder, Captain Dan Zayac, 

Captain Tyler Niminiken, Gavin Rexin, Morgan Koorbatoff, Candace Pongratz, Kai Olsen, Marshall Smith.

Hills Fire Brigade - Phil Babakaiff, Richard Allin, Evelyn Goodell, Terry Ismay, Ellen Kinsel, Gerry Kinsel, Lawrence Schiavon, Lou Lalonde, Gord 
Jones (kneeling), Mat Phillips, Heather Wurtele, Trevor Wurtele, Tyler Bradley. Missing: J. Herrmann, B Elzinga, L. Friesen, M. Schiavon, L. 

Visser and several other volunteer first responders.

It pays to advertise in 
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Valley View 
Golf Club
2022 Annual 

General Meeting
October 30, 2022 

11 am in the 
clubhouse

All club members 
and members 
of the public 
interested in 
the future of 
the course are 
welcome to attend.

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Margaret Scaia, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village has recently contracted 
with McIver & Associates Ltd. to 
complete a solid waste collection study. 
Carey McIver attended via Zoom to give 
council a preliminary briefing on the 
process she will use for the project. She 
said the study would consider organic 
diversion opportunities, recycling, 
wildlife awareness, illegal dumping 
prevention, residential and community 
composting, and disposal of commercial 
waste. It will also look at combining 
services, options for waste collection, 
and expanding the program to include 
communities from Nakusp to Slocan.
Well drilling tender 
awarded

The contract for drilling the two 
new wells will be offered to JR Drilling. 
Of the three tenders received for the 
project, JR Drilling’s was the lowest 
bid at $222,935. Also, JR proposed 

New Denver council, October 11: Solid waste collection study process presented
a favourable schedule – starting in 
late November and finishing in early 
February. Councillor John Fyke 
commented that it was encouraging the 
firm had recently drilled wells in Nakusp 
“and are held in high regard.”
Donation Store bin to be 
painted

The garbage bin in front of 
the Donation Store is going to be 
transformed into a piece of public 
art. Council approved a request from 
Cassandra Qiu, Lucerne School student, 
for three young artists to paint the bin 
in an engaging cartoon style, featuring 
animals involved in activities throughout 
the seasons. 

When the Donation Store moved 
earlier this year, the bin, which is needed 
to operate the store, was placed in a 
parking stall near the front entrance. This 
“has recently raised some discussion 
about its questionable aesthetics…” Qiu 
wrote in her letter to council.
Bear update

To find solutions to the bear problem 
in New Denver, a meeting is planned to 
include CAO Lisa Scott, conservation 
officers from Castlegar, the RCMP and 
Wild SafeBC representatives. Mayor 
Casley reiterated, “We need to work 
together to solve this problem – we need 
to work collaboratively.”
House of Joyful Tidings

The historic House of Joyful Tidings 
building may become the municipal 
campground attendant’s accommodation 
and office. Council approved in principle 
pursuing this project in collaboration with 
the Friends of the Orchard Committee. 

The internment-era building was 

used as the Japanese United Church and 
community centre from the 1950s to the 
1970s. When it was recently slated for 
demolition, the Friends of the Orchard 
worked hard to find it a new home and 
give it a new lease on life.
Second quarter financials 
reviewed

Council reviewed a financial report 
for the second quarter, ending June 30. 
Included in the report were details of 
revenue, expenses, and capital projects. 
Capital projects included Knox Hall 

improvements, work at the Nikkei 
Centre, the all-wheels skills park (largely 
funded by CBT and CERIP grants), and 
improvements to Centennial Park (also 
largely funded by CBT grants). Financial 
officers Nathan Russ and Chris Jury 
said revenues and expenses were on 
track. Russ added, “Council is doing a 
very good job of obtaining grants for 
programs and projects.”
UBCM report

Councillor Colin Moss reported 
on the Union of BC Municipalities 

convention, where he and Mayor Casley 
attended sessions on preventing wildfire 
disasters, increasing the effectiveness 
of the BC Rural Health Network, steps 
to achieve library status for the New 
Denver Reading Centre, deterioration 
of the Slocan Community Health Centre, 
developments at Bannock Point, funding 
for work at the Nikkei Memorial Centre, 
local government projects that cross 
jurisdictional lines, housing, and the 
role of local government in supporting 
seniors.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The redesign plan for Harold 
Street is moving along, with Lawson 
Engineering expected to make a 
presentation on their progress to 
council by the end of October, says 
a report from Chief Administrative 
Officer Michelle Gordon.

“So that’s exciting,” Gordon said. 
“It’s moving along fast.”

The goal is overall beautification 
of Slocan’s centre while revamping 
parking, driving lanes, sidewalks, 
landscaping and drainage. Lawson 
Engineering will work with Village 
staff to send letters out to area 
landowners, requesting their input.

Gordon’s report details the design 
project’s $75,500 budget, which 
includes much of the surveying and 
engineering needed for the project. The 
Village is responsible for $15,000 of 
that, and the remainder comes from a 
provincial Rural Dividend Fund grant. 
Expected completion of the detailed 
design stage is November 30.
OCP passed at special 
meeting

Council held a special meeting on 
October 3 to vote in the new Official 

Slocan council, October 11: Harold Street redesign presentation coming soon
Community Plan, setting the vision 
for future development and land use 
in the village.

Selkirk Planning and Design 
prepared the OCP in conjunction with 
council. The process involved a lot 
of community engagement to ensure 
the document would receive broad 
support.

The  document  wi l l  gu ide 
development of a new zoning bylaw 
and a master plan for the old Springer 
Creek Forest Products mill site.
Breakwater fix

The breakwater is one step closer 
to being repaired. Council accepted 
a quote for the fix from Diving 
Dynamics, a company from Kelowna.

The breakwater has a broken weld 
on the shoreside steel pontoon section 
and wood rot. The repair will cost 
$137,200 or $149,640, depending on 
the type of wood used.

Council agreed the fix is necessary, 
but this will have to go to budget 
discussions to figure out how to pay 
for it. 

The quote is valid for six months.
Crosswalks

Each year, the Village spends 
$5,300 repainting the 14 crosswalks 

around town. Council asked staff 
to explore funding options to have 
the crosswalks painted with a 
‘thermoplastic method,’ which is 
claimed to have an eight-year lifespan.

Though the upfront costs of 
$70,000 exceed the yearly maintenance 
costs, the Village would apply for 
grants and if successful, would be 
responsible for covering only 30% of 
that amount.
Winter Carnival

A Winter Carnival may be held 
at Expo Park in January or February. 
Council approved a preliminary plan 
for the event, put forth by the same 
folks who brought the Community 
Concert in the Park last summer. A 
more detailed plan for the carnival is 
required before council considers final 
approval.
Christmas tree lighting

The Spirit of Slocan Society will 
be lighting up a Christmas tree in front 
of the Wellness Centre on December 
4. Village staff will help put the tree in 
place on November 30.

“It’s exciting to have this event 
back in-person,” said Mayor Jessica 
Lunn. “It’s always a great start to the 
festival season.”

by Kathy Hartman
Staff will apply for Columbia 

Basin Trust (CBT) grants for five new 
proposed projects: Dewis Park playground 
enhancement project, Memorial Hall 
upgrade project, the purchase of an electric 
pickup truck, the installation of level 2 EV 
charging stations, and the installation of 
solar panels for municipal facilities. 

The grants each require a contribution 
from the Village. CAO Viv Thoss 
suggested that the Village’s portion 
could be “withdrawn from a reserve 
presented with the 2023-2027 financial 
plan.” This will be discussed during 
budget discussions once the new council 
is sworn in.

The Dewis Park playground 
enhancement project would see the 
installation of two sets of shade sails, two 
water fountains, two bottle-fill fountains, 
bike racks and a slide. Staff will apply for 
a CBT Outdoor Active Recreation Grant 
for this project, which would cost $95,016, 
with the Village’s 25% contribution 
equaling $23,754. 

The Memorial Hall upgrade project 
would include the purchase of a generator 
and the installation of an HVAC system 
that would create both a cooling and a 
warming centre for the village. Staff will 
apply for a CBT Community Readiness 
Program grant for this project, which 
would cost $208,000, with a Village 

Silverton council, October 12: Five new projects proposed
contribution of $41,600.

The other three projects are candidates 
for the CBT Charge Up Grant Program. An 
electric pickup truck would cost $110,00,0 
with the Village’s 25% contribution 
equaling $27,500. The installation of level 
2 charging stations would cost $30,000, 
with the Village’s 25% contribution 
equaling $7,500. The installation of 
solar panels at municipal facilities would 
cost $110,00,0 with the Village’s 25% 
contribution equaling $27,500.

• The new paving on Alpha Lane near 
Silverton Building Supplies is getting a 
second look. This summer, Power Paving 
Co. proposed to pave the lane for $92,379, 

a significant cost savings for the Village. 
However, CAO Thoss brought to council’s 
attention that some property owners on 
Alpha Lane believe that the newly paved 
surface is causing drainage issues that 
could flood the owners’ property during 
spring runoff. Council agreed to engage 
True Engineering to provide an expert 
opinion and recommendations on the 
paving job, which could cost between 
$7,500 and $20,000. 

• The Village office will now be open 
an extra day a week. Council voted to 
expand office hours from three to four 
days a week, Monday to Thursday, 10 
am-4 pm.

Incentives bringing physicians to family practices
submitted

People in BC will benefit from 
better access to care with 54 new doctors 
having signed contracts as of October 1 
to provide full-service primary care in 
communities throughout the province.

In June, the Ministry of Health 
offered new incentives to recent family 
medicine graduates through a new-
to-practice family physician contract 
program. New family physicians who 
sign the contract will earn $295,457 for 
the first year, plus a $25,000 signing 
bonus, medical training debt forgiveness 
of up to $50,000 for the first year and 
up to $20,000 for years two to five. 

In addition, the doctor will receive a 
$75,000 payment that will be used as a 
contribution toward overhead costs for 
their host clinic.

Along with the 54 contracts signed, 
more than 60 family physicians are 
in discussions about suitable clinic 
placements and the terms of the contract. 
Since June, 140 new family physicians 
have expressed interest in the incentives.

The incentives are part of BC’s 
Health Human Resources Strategy to 
improve and increase access to health 
care for people. Other actions include 
$118 million in stabilization funding to 
support family doctors in the province.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Rooms & 
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

by Jan McMurray
The ‘paradigm shift’ called for in 

BC’s Old Growth Strategic Review is 
simply not happening on the ground, 
and the logging operation in the Russel 
Creek area of the Slocan Valley is one of 
many examples of this in the province. 

This is the professional opinion 
of Dr. Rachel Holt, an independent 
consultant living in Nelson who was on 
the minister’s Old-Growth Technical 
Advisory Panel (TAP). The TAP 
was set up to develop the old-growth 
deferral strategy, which was one of the 
recommendations coming out of the Old 
Growth Strategic Review.

Interfor is currently logging in 
Russel Creek, and Holt says a substantial 
portion of the company’s cutting permit 
area is in old-growth deferral areas. She 
says she has no reason to doubt that the 
company is following the rules – but 
the rules themselves are ineffective in 
protecting ecosystem health.

“For example, I’ve heard that 
Interfor is planning to log a little square 

Russel Creek logging an example of failures in government policy: Dr. Rachel Holt
in the middle of the deferral areas. They 
are going to put a road in through the 
deferral areas and log a tiny square in the 
middle of it. The Old Growth Strategic 
Review Panel said we’re in crisis and 
we need to reset higher targets that 
actually protect ecosystem health, but 
the company’s response is to put a road 
into the middle of these deferral areas 
and impact their integrity – so there’s 
no spirit of following the intent of these 
deferrals,” she said.

Although harvesting is not allowed 
in old-growth deferral areas for now, road 
building is permitted in deferral areas as 
well as old growth management areas, 
Holt explained.

She added that she suspects the high-
elevation old-growth forest that Interfor 
will be cutting will be sold for pulp, as 
old-growth trees are usually rotten in the 
middle. “So these high-value trees will 
likely go to low-value products on top of 
it all,” she said.

In response to many questions 
posed by the Valley Voice in an email 

to Interfor, Stuart Card, the company’s 
vice president, Sustainability & Chief 
Forester, emailed this statement: 
“Interfor respects the Old Growth 
Strategic Review process and has agreed 
to temporarily defer harvesting in the 
Technical Advisory Panel’s priority old 
forest polygons that overlap Interfor’s 
approved blocks in Russel Creek. 
Interfor is committed to working 
with First Nations, the Province, and 
stakeholders to develop a new approach 
to old forest management that reflects 
a shared interest in sustainability and 
conservation along with an economically 
thriving forest products industry.”

Holt is disappointed that the 
government did not take the advice of 
the Technical Advisory Panel on how to 
implement the deferral strategy. She said 
the TAP created strategic-level maps of 
old-growth deferral areas, and advised 
that there would be areas on the maps 
that turn out not to be old growth, so 
those areas could be removed from the 
map. However, the panel also advised 

that likewise, there would be old-growth 
areas not captured in the mapping, 
so when those areas are found, they 
should be added to the map. “But the 
government has changed its mind on that 
and has said you can take places off the 
map, but you don’t have to add places 
when you come across them.”

The report from the Old Growth 
Strategic Review Panel was handed to 
government in April 2020. Of its 14 
recommendations, one was to implement 
temporary old-growth deferrals within 
six months. “We were supposed to get 
this done immediately and then move 
on to the other recommendations,” said 
Holt. “I am concerned that the deferrals 
have become a red herring when we 
should be focusing on managing for 
climate and biodiversity. We are logging 
forest that is not coming back right 
here in the southern Kootenays. We 
are making pulp out of the world’s 
rarest forests. We’re logging interior 
temperate rainforest. The forest in the 
back of Russel Creek is old and has a 

repository of genetic information, and 
we’re going to make pulp out of it. We 
haven’t changed our mentality about how 
to do forestry.”

Holt adds that climate change is 
already shifting some of the ecosystems 
here to ones that do not support trees. 
“It is urgent we identify these areas and 
maintain mature forests here where at all 
possible to slow the rate of biodiversity 
loss and forest resilience.”

A community group called Forests 
for the Future Slocan Valley periodically 
posts updates about the Russel Creek 
logging operation on its Facebook page.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A ton of data is needed to get the 
full picture of climate change impacts on 
the local ecosystem. To draw attention 
to two web-based tools for water 
and climate data in the Columbia 
Basin, Nelson-based non-governmental 
organization Living Lakes Canada 
brought together a panel of local area 
experts on October 12.

“The idea is that we don’t have 
enough data on our watersheds in 
the Columbia Basin to make 
informed decisions about how to 
react to climate change,” said Nicole 
Trigg, communications director for 
Living Lakes Canada. “This was a 
great opening conversation on a very 
important topic.”

The first tool developed for the 
region was the ‘Columbia Basin Climate 
Source,’ run by Selkirk College’s 
Selkirk Innovates in partnership with 
the Columbia Basin Trust. Introduced 
in 2019, it brings together information 
about climate science, local actions and 
local impacts, and provides nifty tools 
to see what will happen to the region in 
different climate scenarios.

The site also includes individual 
community profiles, with information 
about what a low- or high-carbon future 
could look like in specific areas. For 
example, in the Village of Slocan, the 
analysis shows that by the mid 2050s, 
there could be up to 60 days per year 
with temperatures above 25°C. For 
perspective, during the mid-twentieth 
century, there were 18 days per year on 
average with temperatures above 25°C.

The other online tool is the 
‘Columbia Basin Water Hub.’ Water-
based data is not a focus of the ‘Climate 
Source,’ so Living Lakes Canada 
spearheaded a multi-year effort to create 
the Water Hub. Online since 2021, the 
Water Hub is a central place to store 
water monitoring information from a 
variety of sources, such as the Slocan 
River Streamkeepers and the McDonald 
Creek hydrometric station.

Data is being collected by both 
professional researchers and the public 

Local data needed for local climate action
through ‘citizen science’ for the two 
web-based tools. 

The panel discussion brought 
together Herb Hammond, a forest 
ecologist known for his ecosystem-
based conservation plans; Mark 
Thomas, Salmon Chief and councillor 
from the Shuswap Band; Paris Marshall 
Smith, RDCK’s sustainability planner; 
and John Cathro, a resource use expert 
with degrees in land use and forestry.

“We wanted each panelist to have a 
different perspective, bring in a different 
lens,” said Trigg.

Panelists highlighted the climate 
change impacts they are seeing in 
the region, and they all stressed the 
importance of ensuring data collected 
is relevant and useful.

“I’m looking out my window 
at what’s left of the Little Slocan 
River. And by what’s left of the Little 
Slocan River, I mean the effects of 
drought and the effects of 70 years of 
clearcut logging in the watershed,” Herb 
Hammond said. “So we need to change 
that relationship with water if we’re 
going to survive and adapt to climate 
change, and I think that the data and the 
climate framework we’re talking about 
are a good start to that.”

Mark Thomas focused his remarks 
on the decrease in salmon numbers and 
the effect this can have on First Nations’ 
cultural values. “It’s been saddening to 
see thousands upon thousands of fish not 
making their way to their natal grounds 
and succumbing to the lack of water,” 
Thomas said. “When climate change 
shows its face as it did this year, all of 
these things are unravelled.”

The RDCK’s Paris Marshall Smith 
spoke of the need for good, reliable data 
for local governments to make decisions 
on issues such as dwelling density on 
Agricultural Land Reserve land. Smith 
also highlighted the importance of 
determining and tracking the quality of 
drinking water sources.

John Cathro spoke about how fragile 
local watersheds and infrastructure 
are to fires and floods, using Kaslo 
as an example. Twenty percent of 
Kaslo’s watershed in Kemp Creek was 

destroyed in a wildfire in 2007. Since 
then, the water intake was destroyed 
twice in floods and debris torrents, 
resulting from loss of vegetation.

“It’s pretty clear that if we don’t 
address watershed restoration, simply 
replacing the plumbing is not going to 
do much,” he said.

Trigg noted how the panel 
discussion illustrated the need for 
continued collaboration to help 
researchers get a better handle on the 
impacts of climate change, mentioning 
other ongoing projects Living Lakes is 

pursuing to address these issues.
“The combined perspective of 

the panel points to the necessity of the 
Columbia Basin Water Monitoring 
Framework project,” Trigg said, “which 
is expanding water monitoring across 
the Basin to fill data gaps so we can 
better understand climate impacts to 
water supply.”

One of the areas chosen to be a 
pilot monitoring zone for that project 
includes the Slocan Valley. Trigg said 
more information about these efforts 
will be released in the coming weeks.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

September saw extended summer 
conditions continue to the early fall 
with a mean monthly temperature 1.5 
degrees above average, and only about 
half the typical amount of rain.

“This marks the third consecutive 
month of warmer and drier than 
average conditions,” says Jesse Ellis, 
a fire forecaster with the Southeast 
Fire Centre. “The Pacific frontal 
systems that passed over the region in 
September were either starved of the 
usual moisture feed from the southwest 
or else they lost most of their moisture 
while passing through a strong upper 
ridge over the north Pacific.”

The month saw a 24-year-old heat 
record fall, when temperatures hit 
36.9°C on the 2nd, breaking a record 
set in 1998. The coldest day was just 
+4.3°C, far below the record -4.3°C 
set in the 1980s.

The drought-inducing weather also 
continued, with rainfall just over half of 
normal (53%). Only half the number 

Summer continues shift into early 
fall, breaks record

of days with measurable precipitation 
were recorded, as well. The majority of 
the month’s rain fell on the 16th (14.2 
mm of the monthly total of 22.6 mm) as 
a small upper low tracked slowly inland 
over southern BC.

The weather pattern continued well 
into the month of October.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check 
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict 
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to 
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you 
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
New hours: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Closed Sundays • Our biggest blanket sale 
ever is happening now! Select wool and organic cotton blankets from Klippan 

and recycled fabric MINI TIPI blankets are now 25% off • ANIAN is our newest 
eco-fashion brand and we’re excited to introduce them. All of their classic 
clothing is made of recycled wool or cotton textiles right here in BC. Come in 
and check them out! • Our bookshelves are still chock full of quality books for 
all ages, and our gazebo on Main still has great natural fibre clothing deals as 
well as sale books and Putumayo CDs • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to 
see you soon! • RavensNestBC.com • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram • 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILD-
ING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane, 
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and 
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable 
service. 250-358-2293 

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sun-
days 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service 
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in 
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer 
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally 
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat 
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone. 
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8 
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm. 
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

submitted
The ‘yes’ vote in favour of 

Area H’s participation in the Local 
Conservation Fund will bring new 
opportunities for protecting the 
environment, says the group that 
administers the money.

“For the past six years, the 
Kootenay Conservation Program 
(KCP) has been a partner of 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) to deliver the 
Local Conservation Fund in the 
Kootenay Lake area,” said Juliet 
Craig, program director of KCP. “We 
are now excited to extend this service 
to the Slocan Valley.”

Voters in the valley (Area H) 
voted 435-228 in favour of joining 
the service, which creates a dedicated 
pool of money for high priority 
local conservation projects, in a 
referendum held October 15 along 
with municipal elections.

The Local Conservation Fund 
on Kootenay Lake was originally 

Yes vote ushers in new era of conservation in Slocan Valley
established by referendum in 
2014 in RDCK Areas A, D and E. 
Between 2016 and 2021, this fund on 
Kootenay Lake generated $468,000 
and has leveraged an additional $2.1 
million in additional funding and in-
kind support. 

“We look forward to working 
together with the RDCK to provide 
tangible, on-the-ground results for 
nature, and for the residents in the 
Slocan Valley,” Craig added. She 
said the new service is great news for 
local organizations and Indigenous 
communities that can now apply for 
funding for conservation projects 
that benefit wildlife, habitat and 
water. Community groups and 
individuals that partner with an 
eligible organization can also apply.

Now that Area H is joining 
this service, the RDCK Local 
Conservation Fund will provide 
financial support for important local 
projects in the Slocan Valley region, 
as well. 

Examples of the projects that 
have received funding in other areas 
include incentives for farmers to 
steward their land for habitat as well 
as food production, cost-share electric 

fencing to reduce conflicts with 
grizzly bears, fish habitat restoration, 
and creation of native plant meadows 
to increase pollinators. The Fund was 
also instrumental in the acquisition of 

property at Cottonwood Lake near 
Nelson.

To learn more about this Local 
Conservation Fund service, visit 
http://kootenayconservation.ca/

submitted
A four-week dance series being 

held this November will help you 
dive into movement, free your mind 
and revel in the power of dance!

‘5Rhythms’ – also known as 
‘ecstatic dance’ or ‘free dance’ – is 
practiced worldwide in communities, 
fostering safe gathering places for 
expression and connection.

“The rhythms initiate us back 
into the wisdom of our bodies 
and unleash movement’s dynamic 
healing power,” says Gabrielle Roth, 
the creator of 5Rhythms. “The power 
to be in tune with the rhythm of 
life, its waves and cycles, is yours 

Learn the joy of free dance in New Denver at 
November series

to claim.” 
5Rhythms - which are Flow, 

Staccato, Chaos, Lyrical and 
Stillness – is a practical, active 
and empowering process available 
to everyone. It can have a strong 
unifying effect on gatherings of 
dancers especially when practiced 
on a consistent basis.

The intention is that this four-
week series, offered through the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council, will create 
an enthusiasm for the practice. The 
hope is it will lead to an engaged 
cohort and ongoing dance events in 
New Denver-Silverton.

Please pre-register through the 

Slocan Lake Arts Council website. 
Drop-ins are welcome if there is 
a commitment of 10 registered 
participants. Spread the word and 
bring your friends!

Your facilitator for the series is 
movement educator, Val Campbell. 
She has been leading the 5Rhythms 
work for over two decades and looks 
forward to meeting you on the dance 
floor.

Sessions are Tuesday Nov 1, 
8, 15 and 22 from 7:15-8:15.  Cost 
is $60 for full series or $20 per 
class.  Pre-registration is required by 
visiting www.slocanlakeartscouncil.
ca or calling 250-358-2181.
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
INVITATION TO BID

Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services in Nakusp BC is 
disposing of the following assets and hereby invites the submission 
of sealed bids for:

1 (one) 2018 Princess Wood Splitter, including 4-way splitter  

1 (one) 2015 Husqvarna Wood Splitter      
2 (two) MS 362C 18” chainsaw, includes Case          
1 (one) 2008 Ford E350 10 Passenger Bus with Lift      
Bid Opening – 20 October 2022
Bid Closing – 4:30pm, 10 November 2022

Bid documents can be picked up at:
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services (ASLCS)
205 6th Ave NW, Nakusp BC
8:30-4:30 (closed for lunch from 12-1pm), Monday thru Friday

Responses must be sealed and returned to ASLCS, Attention: 
Lynda Cossey PO Box 100 Nakusp BC V0G 1R0, or delivered in 
person to 205 6th Avenue NW Nakusp BC by the time shown above, 
where they will be publicly opened and read aloud.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

FOUND KITTY IN BURTON
DO YOU KNOW THIS CAT?  She was re-
cently found wandering around Burton.  She 
is very frightened and wants to get home!  
She is a mature, spayed, short-haired tabby, 
very sweet and gentle.  CAN YOU HELP 
US RETURN THIS LOVELY LADY TO 
HER HOME?  Call PALS at 250-265-3792.

Ron Hogg 1957-2022
Ron Hogg was born in Calgary Alberta August 15, 1957, in the times 

before Alberta exploded into the metropolis it is now. His mother was 
a wonderful Scottish woman Anne Duncan Hogg 1925 - 2004 born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. His father Colin Steven Hogg 1920 - 2015 born in 
Elkton, Alberta. He was the youngest child of 4, Norm, Brenda, Rick, 
and Ron. He lived his younger years on his mother and fathers’ acreage 
in rural Alberta on the out skirts of Calgary until he moved to Nakusp 
B.C. in 1983. There he made his life in the village and rarely left until he 
passed on October 9, 2022. He met a young woman with whom he had a 
wonderful child, Ciel Colin Hogg born July 11, 1987, and he has grown 
up to be a wonderful man like his father.

Ron played a big role within the community of Nakusp. His skills as 
a carpenter were unparalleled along with his ability to handle anything 
construction related.

Always ready to lend a helping hand to so many in our community, he 
made time to be available to teach the younger generation the enormous 
knowledge he held. Ron was, deep down to his bones, a fisherman and 
all things water, a scuba diver and a boatbuilder. His ability to safely 
cut down any tree at any time at an unbelievable rate of speed was well 
balanced with his ability to care for the forest and the trees left standing.

Ron, as we know he would prefer, would want to keep this short and 
sweet so, he could get back to work.

Those family and friends left behind; we will always feel this loss. 
Service to be held at the Gazebo in Nakusp, BC on Saturday, October 

22, 2022, at 1 pm. If you need a chair, please bring one. A table will be 
set up for memorabilia.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Nakusp’s plans to 
improve the local airport took a step 
forward this week. The Province’s 
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) 
approved a request to take some land at 
the facility out of the Agricultural Land 
Reserve (ALR).

But the Village will have to jump 
through a few hoops before it becomes 
official.

Council first decided to apply to the 
commission to have 5.1 hectares around 
the airport removed from agricultural 
protection in 2021. The ALC decision 
was handed down in September, and 
was reviewed at the October 12 council 
meeting. 

Agricultural Land Commission approves Nakusp’s airport land plans
The Village wants to use the 

land to improve the facility, lengthen 
the runway for emergency and 
firefighting services, and create more 
economic opportunity for Nakusp. 
The commission noted that most of 
the airport property is outside the ALR, 
and the portion within it is partially 
forested and was used in the past as a 
dirt racing track. The clay and gravel 
soil is unsuitable for farming.

“The Panel understands there 
is a need to expand airport-related 
infrastructure, complementary airport 
services and/or light-industrial uses 
in addition to wildfire management 
services on land adjacent to the Nakusp 
airport and that the Proposal Area 
would be ideally suitable for these 

proposed uses,” commissioners noted.
But while they’re okay with the 

Village’s plans, the commission added 
some conditions. It wants to see: a copy 
of the draft airport master plan when it’s 
prepared to “justify the exclusion of the 
Proposal Area from the ALR”; a signed 
covenant limiting the Village to use the 
land only for air transport purposes; and 
a two-meter-high chain link fence built 
around the airport separating the facility 
from surrounding ALR land. 

Now that the ruling has been 
handed down in its favour, council 
has to abide by the conditions or could 
face serious legal consequences. Staff 
recommended council include airport 
development as a higher priority at its 
next round of strategic planning. 

Staff also noted that developing 
the airport master plan and building 
the chain link fence will both cost 
taxpayers money. 

“Some expenses will need to 
be covered by Municipal taxation 
within future budgets, however 
Administration will look to apply for 
grants that can cover at least a portion 

of these costs,” notes the staff report 
to council. “As well, the Village will 
engage with the renters of the leased 
airport properties to assist in covering 
the cost of fencing…”

Council received the report as 
information and directed staff to begin 
work on meeting the land commission’s 
conditions.

by Mark Page, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp is finally getting its chance 
to host the BC Community Forest 
Association’s annual conference. The 
2020 event was scheduled to be held 
in Nakusp, but was cancelled due to 
the pandemic. This year marks the first 
time the forum has been held in-person 
since 2019 and celebrates the 20th 
anniversary of the BCCFA.  

“It provides an opportunity to 

Nakusp hosts BC Community Forest Association conference
showcase Nakusp and area,” said 
Frances Swan, project manager of the 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest 
(NACFOR), “and of course showcase 
the Nakusp Community Forest.”

NACFOR is the host of the 
conference, which Swan expects will 
bring about 120 attendees from across 
the province, including many industry 
experts who will make presentations on 
forestry related topics.

The event includes workshops, 

field trips, the BCCFA’s annual general 
meeting and a banquet with Minister 
of Forests Katrine Conroy as special 
guest. Conroy will present the Robin 
Hood Memorial Award for Excellence 
in Community Forestry at the banquet.

The award is presented in memory 
of past BCCFA President Robin Hood, 
who, with a good dose of humour, 
named his forestry company Sherwood 
Forest Contracting Ltd. The award 
provides a $10,000 grant to the winning 
community forest operation.

Conference field trips include tours 
of the Kalesnikoff Mass Timber Plant, 
the Slocan Valley Community Forest’s 
wildfire risk reduction projects, the 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest 
tenure and Southern Mountain Selkirk 
Caribou Maternity pen. These are to be 
followed by professional development 
seminars taking place on Wednesday, 
October 19.

The main events on Thursday, 
October 20 include updates on 
provincial forest policy, a panel 
discussing landscape level planning, a 
talk on forest carbon offsets, a session 
discussing wildfire resilience and 
finally the 20th anniversary banquet 
at 6 pm.

Events wrap up at noon on Friday, 
October 21 after the AGM and a talk 
on the future of the forestry industry.

Sessions and the banquet are 
being held in the Nakusp and District 
Community Complex auditorium.

by Kathy Hartman 
The Nakusp and Area Community 

Foundation (NACF) is celebrating two 
decades of helping build a stronger 
community.

The Foundation has been providing 
funding for projects that promote arts 
and culture, provide activities and 
opportunities for youth and seniors, 
protect the environment, help the needy, 
and build community resilience since 
2002. The Foundation’s mandate says 
the money it disburses must be for 
communities on the Arrow Lakes and 
Trout Lake.

Karen Hamling has been with the 
Foundation since its inception. She 
says it began when the community 
was having trouble securing funding 
for community projects and “this was 
thought to be a great way to control our 
destiny.”

“The Foundation was the brainchild 
of the Nakusp and Area Development 
Board and from the social sector 
members Randy Thiessen and Cindy 
Morehouse,” recalls Hamling, former 
mayor of Nakusp and Regional District 
chair. “I joined a couple of months later 
and the three of us worked to move the 
project forward. In 2002, Bootstrap, 
a community project, supported the 
formation of a community foundation.”

In 2003, the Nakusp and Area 
Development Board (NADB) put 
$10,000 into an account at the Vancouver 
Foundation. From there, the community 
raised $25,000 each year for the first 
two years, which were matched by 
the Vancouver Foundation and the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

“It was a wonderful way to get 
us going,” says David Jackson, chair 
of the Foundation board. “That put 
$160,000 in our Investments Funds 

Nakusp and Area Community 
Foundation celebrates 20 years
Watch for Foundation fundraiser at KSCU next month

with the Vancouver Foundation. We 
received $90,000 from the Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation over a 
couple of years to add to our Investment 
Funds. We currently have given out over 
$168,000 in grants to various activities 
in our community and have just over 
$372,000 in endowments.”

Since then, NACF has acquired 
funding and supported a huge array of 
local projects from the caribou maternity 
pen project and the regional bike trail 
system to community food security and 
anti-domestic violence campaigns. It’s 
a diverse group of community-positive 
projects, and the complete list can be 
found on the NACF website’s Grant 
Disbursements’ page.

The funding has come from a 
variety of provincial, regional, and 
local sources as well as entertaining 
community fundraising events. Jackson 
has a favourite fundraiser: the ‘Jail 
and Bail,’ held in conjunction with the 
Christmas Craft Fair. 

“Grant recipients commit to 
attending the fun-filled event and often 
come in costume where they are held 
in jail until tried and bail is set by our 
volunteer judge,” he says. “They remain 
in our ‘high-security jail’ until bail is 
raised or their 10 minutes runs out.” The 
last event (before the pandemic) raised 
almost $1,900.

The NACF continues to fundraise 
for the community and will be holding 
a silent auction this November at the 
Nakusp branch of the KSCU to raise 
funds for operations.

“Every donation we receive is 
gratefully accepted,” says Hamling. “We 
encourage you to log into the Nakusp 
and Area Community Foundation 
website to see what we have been 
supporting.”
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Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for 
details

CLASSIFIED ADS

CRAFT FAIRS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

New hours:
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 

4:30 pm
Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MUSIC LESSONS

Local, organic 
homemade food
509 Harold Street

Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your friendly 
neighbourhood 
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FREE TECH ACCESS & SUPPORT 
IN WINLAW: Need access to a scanner, 
printer, or computer? Need a place to 
connect to Wi-Fi? Do you have you own 
device but need help using it? On Mondays, 
the Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy 
(CBAL) will be setting up at the Pharatree 
Learning Centre for FREE drop-in tech 
access & support. Support is also available 
over Zoom. Email or phone to get started. 
Sayre Knight 250-226-6949, sknight@
cbal.org
KOHAN GARDEN CLEANUP: This 
year, October 29 and 30 from 9-4 pm, 
are the dates to remember for the Kohan 
Reflection Garden’s annual Fall Clean-up. 

Join Slocan Lake Garden Society and an 
amazing group of cheerful, hard-working 
volunteers to help put the Garden to bed. 
There will be plenty of autumn leaves so 
bring a rake and work gloves. There will 
also be a delicious, hot soup lunch and 
door prizes.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
Great opportunity to become the proud 
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint 
building on the main street of New Denver. 
The paper is well loved and respected, still 
going strong after 30 years. The business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. We would stay as long or as 
little as you need us. We have absolutely 
loved our life as newspaper people! Give 
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or 
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. 

Yours, Dan & Jan.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 

NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH annual 
Christmas flea market. Nov 26, 10-2 at the 
Bosun Hall. Phone Bev Casley to rent a 
table: 250-358-7771.
AGM FOR THE SLOCAN LAKE 
BOATING ASSOCIATION will be 
held at Bosun Hall November 5 at 10 am. 
All members are encouraged to attend. 
For further information, please email 
slocanlba@gmail.com
S LOC A N  LI BR A RY A U THOR 
READING: Novelist Phyllis Del Puppo 
and historian Greg Nesteroff will appear 
on Sunday, October 23 at 1:00 pm. To be 
held at W.E. Graham Community School 
in Slocan.
PLEASE JOIN US at the Slocan Valley 
Historical Society’s annual general meeting 
at 7 pm on Thursday, October 20 in the 
W.E. Graham school library, Slocan City. 
Peter Relkoff will present on Doukhobor 
history in the valley. Local history books 
for sale. Get your society membership. 
Treats served, history shared! Admission 
by donation.
NAKUSP RAIL SOCIETY AGM - 

Saturday, October 29 at 10 am at the Seniors 
Hall on 8th Avenue in Nakusp. Members 
new and old welcome. For more info: Tracy 
Fetters 250-265-3110.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CARE AUXILIARY SOCIETY 2022 
Annual General Meeting: The Annual 
General Meeting for the Slocan Community 
Health Care Auxiliary Society will be held 
at Knox Hall on Wednesday, November 2, 
2022 at 2 pm. All members are urged to 
attend. New members are very welcome. 
Come help us support our local Health 
Care Centre.
SLAC PRESENTS 5RHYTHMS 
FREE DANCE at Slocan Lake Arts 
Council starting November 1! Experienced 
facilitator Val Campbell will guide the 
process of Gabrielle Roth’s 5Rhythms of 
flow, staccato, chaos, lyrical and stillness. 
Sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings 
7:15-8:15 and will run Nov 1, 8, 15 and 22. 
Cost per session is $20 and $60 for all 4. 
Advance registration is required by visiting 
www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca or 250-358-
2181. No experience is necessary.

SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY AGM - You’re invited to 
the 15th Anniversary SLSS AGM, 
Saturday, November 19, 10 am. In 
person at New Denver Knox Hall or for 
zoom link contact: slocanlss@gmail.
com. Informative presentations and 
refreshments.

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT: 
at the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276, 
November 5 starting at 6:30 pm sharp, 502 
Harold St. Slocan $30 Buy-in. Advance 
tickets must be reserved by emailing 
276svl@gmail.com or by phoning 250-
355-2672 or at the Legion on Friday 6-9 
pm or Sunday 5-9 pm. Tickets may not be 
available at the door. The Legion welcomes 
members & guests.

SLOCAN PARK HALL XMAS CRAFT 
FAIR - 3036 Hwy 6, Sunday, November 20, 
10 am to 4 pm.
CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY 
ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR AT THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION 502 Harold 
St. Slocan, Sunday, November 20 from 
10 am to 3 pm. Come out and support 
our artisans! Only $1.00 admission. Door 
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IN MEMORIAM

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

October 28,
2022

HOSPICE

PERSONAL

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTH
FOR RENT

NOTICES

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

prizes! Soup, sandwiches & goodies 
available. We look forward to seeing you!

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
RURAL 2 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR 
SLOCAN. Available immediately. Wood/
electric (firewood needed for the upcoming 
season), tub/shower, indoor composting 
toilet and/or outhouse, $900/month plus 
utilities (shared with owner who lives next 
door), land line with excellent plan for $25/
month (internet not hooked up). Lovely 
patio with view of woods and mountains 
over Slocan. Lots of garden opportunities 
for next year...for more info, call 250-
355-2712 and leave a message or email 
orgmec@shawbiz.ca or valhallataichi@
gmail.com

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 

WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
MOUNTAIN ASH NATUROPATHIC 
MEDICINE • Virtual Clinic • Accepting 
new patients • Book online: www.
drashleyromanchuk.com • Questions? 
Email: info@drashleyromanchuk.com 
• Invest in your Health.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
needed part-time for local financial firm. 
The successful applicant will be positive, 
detail-oriented, an effective communicator, 
and willing to learn. Own computer 
required. You can work from home. 
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
CAREGIVER NEEDED Monday to 
Friday, 8 am-1 pm, Shutty Bench, 250-

661-5268.
B U R T O N  C O M M U N I T Y 
ASSOCIATION will be looking to hire 
two (2) Camp Hosts to operate the Burton 
Historical Campground for the 2023 
Camping Season. For more information 
please contact: bca@burtoncity.ca
LOOKING FOR AN ADMINISTRATOR 
to create policies and do other paperwork 
required by BC Housing to prepare for the 
opening of the Osprey Residence in New 
Denver. The job will take an estimated 120 
hours to complete. Start and completion 
dates flexible but our preference is to 
start in November and finish March 31, 
2023. Please submit a Letter of Interest 
to ndhousingsociety@gmail.com, New 
Denver and Area Housing Society, 529 
5th Street, New Denver B.C. V0G 1S1or 
drop it off in person at the Valley Voice. 
Please include your contact information, 
relevant experience, and why you’d like 
this position. Deadline: October 28, 2022 
at 5 pm.

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring 
volunteers provide, dignity, respect, support 
at end of life. Contact Gina Chapin: admin@

newdenverhospice.ca or 250-358-7828.

A GATHERING TO REMEMBER Our 
Friend, JUDITH CEROLI on her birthday, 
Saturday, November 5 at 1 pm, Vallican 
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little 
Slocan South Rd.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY is a community resource, 
providing step-by-step information 
to assist in making informed choices 
when pre-planning a personalized, 
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 

KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

BEAUTIFUL LADY looking forward 
to meeting the man of her dreams. A man 
between the ages of 49 to 79 years old. I 
am looking for someone to share with me 
the simple pleasures of life. I am willing 
to relocate and enjoy life with that special 
person that contacts me. Call or text me 
now at 1-403-306-0649 and let’s meet for 
a good time.
I AM VERY ROMANTIC LADY, tender 
and lovely. I guess, I am very seductive and 
sensual. I’ve got a creative personality. I 
am seeking a sincere and caring man from 
40 years and above. I have a lot of love, 
care, warmth and room in my heart for the 
one I will fall in love with one day. Kindly 
call or text if you also seeking the same. 
Mobile number: 1-780-669-2893. Let’s set 
the ball rolling.
FINDHORN’S TRANSFORMATION 
GAME - Looking for interested others to 
learn and play. Petra 778-767-2245.
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NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006. 
Valhalla Path Realty.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULL-
CYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES. 
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal 
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience 
with excellent references. QuickBooks 
desktop and online versions. Contact 
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com

NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE? 
12’x12’ basement storage units available 
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844 
for details.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-299-9841.

WANTED

COMMUNITY

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

SERVICES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

PETS

Heribert Hahne from Silverton came to New Denver on Sunday, October 9 and saw four black 
bears during his visit. He was very amused when he saw this ‘Bear in Area’ sign with a large 

black bear right behind it.

submitted
The Province has convened a new 

advisory council in support of forestry 
workers and communities.

“As someone who has worked in 
forestry and lives in a forestry community, 
I know personally how vital the sector is 
for our province,” said Katrine Conroy, 
Minister of Forests. “It is a foundation of 
the BC economy, providing good, well-
paying jobs for over 55,000 people. As the 
major employer in many communities, 
it is the lifeblood of rural economies. 
Our vision is to build stronger, more 
resilient forestry communities and create 
new economic opportunities through 
innovative, value-added manufacturing. 
The council will help ensure we get this 
right.”

The Forestry Worker Supports and 
Community Resiliency Council will 
advise the Province on improvements to 
existing programs and the development 
of new, forward-looking initiatives aimed 
at supporting forestry workers and the 
economic resiliency of rural communities. 
The council will assist government in 
ensuring programs are targeted, effective 
and responsive to community needs and 
priorities.

Chaired by Doug Rout ley, 
Parliamentary Secretary for Forests, the 
council includes 18 members from broad 
sectors of BC, including local government, 
Indigenous communities, forest industry 
and labour representatives, academics, 

New council to help build more resilient forestry communities
and non-governmental organizations. 
Three people from the West Kootenay are 
council members: Sarah-Patricia Breen 
of Nelson, regional innovation chair in 
Rural Economic Development at Selkirk 
College; Kelly Johnson of Castlegar, 
Mercer Pulp Mill employee and president 
of the Confederation of Canadian Unions 
and of the Public and Private Workers 
of Canada; and Brian Fry of Rossland, 
a strategic shareholder and technology 
evangelist with Iris Energy.

“I am thrilled to be leading a diverse 
group of council members from across 
the province that bring a range of skills, 
expertise and backgrounds to the table,” 
Routley said. “We need to move past the 
boom-and-bust cycles of the past that left 
workers and communities behind. Now is 
the time for us to work together to build a 
more sustainable, diverse and innovative 
forest sector.”

The BC forest sector is facing a 
declining mid-term supply of timber. 
Set by the independent chief forester, 
reductions in the annual allowable cut 
are primarily the result of the end of 
the beetle kill harvest and the impact of 
wildfires on the land base. Government’s 
vision includes shifting the sector from 
a focus on high volume to high-value 
production, with more innovative wood 
products manufactured locally and more 
jobs created for every tree harvested.

“People in rural communities have 
built the B.C. we know and love today 

in large part through their work in our 
forests,” said Roly Russell, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Rural and Regional 
Development. “As global economies 
and demands change, we know that 
we need to be better prepared across 
the province to navigate this shift. As a 
government, we’re working with rural 
communities to develop pathways to 
truly resilient economies, mitigating the 
impacts of sector downturns and helping 
people thrive in the communities they 
call home. This council will help ensure 
that we’re doing the best job we can of 

supporting rural communities through 
that transition.”

The Old Growth Strategic Review 
also recommended that the Province 
support forestry workers and communities 
as they adapt to changes resulting from 
the shift to new approach for managing 
BC’s old-growth forests. Budget 2022 
included $185 million over three years to 
provide coordinated and comprehensive 
supports for forestry workers, industry, 
communities and First Nations who may 
be affected by new restrictions on old-
growth logging. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT

447 A Avenue Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2661
thelangham.ca • langham@netidea.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING ATWHAT’S HAPPENING AT

447 A Avenue Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2661

WHAT’S HAPPENING ATWHAT’S HAPPENING AT

447 A Avenue Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2661

CULTURAL CULTURAL 
CENTRECENTRE

Guest Artist Series - 
Ian Foster
live in concert - Ian 
Foster, native of 
Newfoundland, is 
a storyteller. � at 
music and � lm are 
the ways he tells 
those stories, only 
makes the telling 
richer still.  CBC’s 
Bob Mersereau said 
Ian is “a � ne example of what a 21st century folk performer 
should be.” Ian has toured Canada, the US, Germany, 
Netherlands, Austria, and Italy, and his music has played on 
radio internationally. He is a MusicNL and East Coast Music 
Award winner. � e show will include a screening of Ian’s short 
� lm/album Close to the Bone.

Tickets $15 Sunnyside or Willow, $20 @ the door. Open at 6:30pm

Saturday, October 22, 7pm

by Cassandra Morrison
A forgotten painting found 

in the archives at New Denver’s 
Silvery Slocan Museum has been 
recently restored and will be 
displayed at an open house later 
this month. The Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society will feature the 
oil painting alongside a few other 
donations of significant local and 
historical value. 

The painting was found in 
2016 during a deep cleaning of the 
museum building. Henning von 
Krogh, president of the historical 
society, says that the image was 
likely deemed important at one 
point, but eventually forgotten 
over the years.

“Somebody must have 
known about it in the past. It 
was wrapped up in brown paper 
and stored away in the back of a 
cupboard,” von Krogh told the 

1895 painting of New Denver restored by historical society
Valley Voice.

No name, provenance, or 
information from the donor was 
attached to the stored painting, 
which had been removed from 
its original frame at some point 
and left rolled up for decades. 
It also seemed like it was 
unintentionally neglected in its 
life prior to storage, as there was a 
dark patina covering the painting. 
A thick layer of dirt and grime 
obscured the distinct image of 
the New Denver shoreline, and 
the original protective coating of 
varnish the artist had applied had 
turned brown with age.

“You could tell it was a 
painting of New Denver, but very 
dark and dirty,” von Krogh said. 
“Who knows where it hung? 
Maybe a bar somewhere with 
lots of smoke.” 

Based on the buildings 

featured in the painting, the 
historical society has dated it 
to 1895. 

With the help of the 
Columbia Basin Trust, the 
society was able to finance 
the delicate work to uncover 
the original image. Fraser 
Spafford Ricci Art & Archival 
Conservation Inc., located in 
Surrey, completed the restoration 
work on the recommendation of 
the museum’s archivist based in 
Vernon.

During the restoration 
process, the painting underwent 
a deep clean, restretching of the 
canvas, and a process called 
‘inpainting’ to correct cracks 
that had formed in the paint due 
to years of improper storage in 
the mountainous climate. The 
difference between the painting 
before and after restoration is 

significant; the colours are now 
much more vibrant, and the 
mountains and buildings show 
more detail. 

The one thing the restoration 
could not recover in full was 
the artist’s name and the date it 
was signed. Since the museum 
opened in 1971, all of the original 
museum directors who could 
shed some light on the painting 
or who donated it have now sadly 
passed on. As such, the artist 
remains a mystery. 

The unknown artist’s painting 
will be proudly displayed going 
forward for New Denverites to 
admire as originally intended 
over a century ago. “We’ve got 
something we’re really happy to 
show,” von Krogh said. 

T h e  S i l v e r y  S l o c a n 
Historical Society welcomes 
the public to view the painting 

in person, along with recent 
renovations to the grounds and a 
few other local historical artifacts 
at their open house. The event 
will happen Sunday, October 

23, from 10 am to 3 pm at the 
Silvery Slocan Museum, located 
in the former Bank of Montreal 
building on New Denver’s Main 
Street.

submitted
A cen tu ry  a f t e r  t he 

Charleston, Prohibition and 
flappers made the scene, the 
exciting spirit of the Roaring 20s 
comes to Kaslo. A gala featuring 
great food and entertainment will 
be held at the Kaslo Legion on 
Saturday, November 5, beginning 
at 6 pm. 

Participants are encouraged 
to dress as fancy as they want, 

‘Roaring 20s’ Gala in Kaslo November 5 to support new library 
joining in the spirit of the night 
– in 1920s  or 2020s style. The 
evening will commence with 
enchanting background harp 
music by Diemm as delectable 
appetizers are served and guests 
check out a silent auction of 
imaginative items.  Other 
entertainment includes a short set 
by humourist and multi-talented 
performer Lucas Myers as well 
as a special dessert feature with 

violinist Natasha Hall, pianist 
Yoomi Kim and Aureilean 
Sudan of Nelson’s Chocofellar. 
The evening will be emceed by 
Kaslo’s own Lynn van Deursen. 

The multi-course dinner will 
be a festive seasonal feast. The 
menu has been carefully chosen 
to include meat, vegetarian and 
gluten free options.

Tickets at $125 per person 
are on sale at the library or by 

email at info@kaslo.bclibrary.ca 
or by phone at (250) 353-2942. 
All proceeds go to the new Kaslo 
and District Public Library. More 
information on the library project 
is available on the library website 
(kaslo.bc.libraries.coop), and at 
the billboard in the future site 
of the library at Front and Fifth 
streets.

For more information, call 
Eva Kelemen at 250-353-2942.

submitted
T h e  1 4 t h  r o u n d  o f 

negotiations toward a modernized 
Columbia River Treaty took 
place in Spokane, Washington, 
October 4-5, 2022. Following 
those discussions, Canadian and 
American representatives joined 
Columbia Basin Indigenous 
Nations and US Columbia Basin 
Tribes for an Ecosystem and 
Indigenous and Tribal Cultural 
Values workshop.

Katrine Conroy, Minister 
Responsible for the Columbia 

Minister’s statement on 14th round of Columbia River Treaty negotiations
River Treaty, has issued the 
following statement:

“During this week’s round 
of Columbia River Treaty 
negotiations, Canada and 
the United States have been 
able to find common ground 
on some aspects of ecosystem 
cooperation, increased flexibility 
for how Canada operates its treaty 
dams, hydropower coordination 
and flood-risk management. 
The Canadian delegation, which 
includes the Government of 
Canada, the Province of BC and 

the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc and 
Syilx Okanagan Nations, will 
continue to focus on outstanding 
issues in these areas over the 
coming months to address 
Columbia Basin interests.

“Once this round of talks 
concluded, Global Affairs Canada 
and the US Department of State 
hosted a binational workshop on 

Columbia River ecosystems and 
Indigenous and Tribal cultural 
values. During the workshop, 
members of the US and Canadian 
negotiating teams came together 
with representatives from 
Columbia Basin Indigenous 
Nations, Columbia Basin Tribes 
in the US, and government 
agencies.
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submitted
It involved some head-scratching 

and no shortage of theories – even the 
RCMP were called out to investigate 
a suspected oil spill – but the mystery 
of a black substance washed up on 
the shores and floating on the surface 
of Kootenay Lake has been solved. 
It is the accumulated egg casings or 
pouches from daphnia (zooplankton) 
that are naturally occurring in the 
lake. 

Mystery of black substance on shoreline solved
Marlene Johnston, naturalist and 

resident of Lardeau, was among the 
first to notice the phenomenon. 

“In ear ly September,  we 
noticed copious amounts of black 
‘stuff’ floating in Kootenay Lake 
and washing up along the shore 
at Lardeau,” says Marlene. “The 
particles are very tiny, smaller than 
a poppy seed, have no odour, don’t 
squish, smear or break apart. At first, 
we didn’t think it was biological but 

once we zoomed in with a camera, 
the particles looked similar to shells.” 

To shed light on the mystery, 
Marlene contacted the Fish & 
Wildlife Compensation Program 
(FWCP) – the primary funder of 
the Nutrient Restoration Program 
in the North Arm of Kootenay Lake 
– as well as the Ministry of Forests, 
which coordinates the nutrient 
additions. Fisheries technicians 
with the ministry had also noticed 
the strange occurrence and samples 
were promptly sent off to multiple 
laboratories for analysis. 

All the results identified it as 
ephippia (or singular, ephippium), 
an extra shell layer that protects the 
eggs of the daphnia. Eggs produced 
earlier in the year do not have 
these protective casings but they 
are present when environmental 
conditions are harsher, towards the 
fall or in winter. Daphnia typically 

produce two eggs at a time, each 
with an ephippium that is shed and 
floats to the surface after the egg is 
released. 

So, where do daphnia fit in 
the food chain and how are they 
related to the nutrient additions? 
Nutrients are added to Kootenay 
Lake – and Arrow Lakes Reservoir 
– to replace the phosphorus and 
nitrogen that would otherwise be 
flowing downstream were it not for 
the dams and reservoirs. These added 
nutrients help feed the microscopic 
phytoplankton – plant organisms that 
form the basis of the aquatic food 
web – that in turn feed daphnia, a 
favoured food source of kokanee and 
other fish species. 

Mar ley  Basse t t ,  f i sh 
restoration biologist who 
manages the Nutrient Restoration 
Program, explains that daphnia, 
a large-bodied zooplankton, can 

reproduce through the release 
of eggs that hatch within a few 
days after spawning without 
protection (subitaneous eggs), 
or by releasing eggs in a casing 
(resting eggs). “The casing 
allows for eggs to survive for 
years, or decades. The release 
of the ‘resting eggs’ is a normal 
occurrence for this time of year 
and will increase the survival of 
eggs through the winter.”

More research is needed as 
questions remain: Why the large 
occurrence of ephippia this year? 
Was the egg production equally high 
throughout the lake? Sill anything eat 
ephippia? What species of daphnia 
does it come from? 

In the meantime, it is reassuring 
to solve the mystery, and its presence 
would indicate there will be a good 
food source for kokanee in the 
months ahead. 

This mysterious black substance in Kootenay Lake ended up being an abundance of egg casings from zooplankton.
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All sorts of homegrown and handmade items were for sale at Taghum Hall’s Harvest Festival on October 16.


