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Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging protest court case: environmental group awaits judge’s decision on disclosing info

‘Minds behind website’

Scheffelmaier told Judge Lyster
the protests had caused financial
harm to Cooper Creek Cedar, and
they were seeking information to

find out the people behind the protest.
Seventeen members of Last
Stand already face civil charges of
violating an injunction as a result of
the protests last May, when RCMP
were called in to break up a blockade
on a forestry road.
“We are seeking an order to
find out who is the mind behind
this website,” Scheffelmaier told
the court.
Scheffelmaier pointed to online
posts by individual supporters
encouraging people to “hold space”
– a euphemism for blocking the
road, he said – and a consent form
that advised protesters not to use the
word ‘blockade’ when discussing
their actions at the protest camp. He
said the online statements supported
actions that would have a detrimental
effect on the company by delaying
the harvesting of wood for more than
two weeks. He said those actions
constituted economic harm and a
breach of the court injunction.
The company was also seeking
the name of the person managing the
online fundraising account for Last
Stand West Kootenay.
“The blockaders know they are
egging on something unlawful, and
they are trying to appear they are
not,” he told the court. He suggested
even an online post encouraging
people to bring food out to a potluck
at the protest camp site was culpable.
That prompted Justice Lyster to
ask how an invitation to a potluck
could be considered a breach of

the injunction, noting that many of
the statements highlighted by the
logging company lawyer “could
mean a lot of things, and don’t
necessarily mean a blockade.”
“If some posts appear to
encourage [violating the injunction]
and some don’t, then maybe there’s
some information you should be
seeking, and some not?” she asked
the lawyer. “…You seem to be
casting the net pretty widely.”

Defending statements

The lawyer defending the
protesters said Cooper Creek Cedar
hadn’t proven enough to justify
granting the Norwich order.
“I’m in the dark as to what the
legal basis is [for the application],”
Noah Ross told the court.
Ross told the court the order
forcing companies to reveal
individuals is normally used for
cases of fraud, and has also been
used in online defamation cases.
In this case, the connection of the
protests to criminal activity was
limited, he argued. He said there was
no evidence linking Last Stand West
Kootenay to criminal counselling.
“You need more evidence than
having a post on a website,” he said.
“Whether they encouraged
people to breach the injunction or
economically interfere (with Cooper
Creek Cedar) is not clear,” he said,
and described the activities by Last
Stand as protected expression under
the Charter of Rights.
“They [Cooper Creek Cedar]

are painting what are expressions
of lawful disobedience as illegal
activity,” he told the judge. “There’s
no evidence those other activities
caused any economic harm to Cooper
Creek Cedar.”
Additionally, Ross argued the
logging company already has the
names of the protesters arrested

at the camp, and hasn’t used that
information to further their claims
of damages – calling the logging
company’s motion “fishing for
names.”
Justice Lyster concluded the
hearing without rendering a decision.
That could come in the next month
or so.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A Nelson-based judge has
reserved her decision on whether
to force an environmental group
to reveal who’s behind their online
information and fundraising
campaigns.
Supreme Court Justice Lindsay
Lyster didn’t indicate when she’d
be handing down her ruling on an
application to compel Last Stand
West Kootenay to release the
names of some of their activists and
supporters.
Lyster heard an application from
Cooper Creek Cedar’s lawyers on
September 23 at an all-day hearing
in a Nelson courtroom.
Lawyer Matthew Scheffelmaier
told the court the logging company
was applying for a Norwich order
against Last Stand West Kootenay, a
group that staged a series of protests
against logging near Argenta at the
north end of Kootenay Lake last
spring.
A Norwich order is a special
device used by lawyers to force
third-party companies like internet
content creators or banks to reveal
information about a potential
wrongdoer. The order can be made
even before a statement of claim is
issued or any wrongdoing proven.

Although New Denver’s spiffy new pump track wasn’t opened, some kids just couldn’t wait to
try it out. Drew Farrell gets some serious air.
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by Art Joyce
The Langham was the place to be
in Kaslo on Saturday, October 1 with

FALL OVERTURN OF LAKE

Warm water is less dense than cold
so Slocan Lake stratifies in summer
and warm water rises to the top.
With the shorter days of fall and
reduced solar energy, that top layer
cools and matches the temperatures
below. Wind then vertically mixes
the entire lake volume including the
dissolved oxygen and the nutrients
settled on the bottom.

a full afternoon and evening of events
commemorating the 80th anniversary
of Japanese-Canadian internment. At 3
pm, the first phase of the new garden
designed by Hiro Okusa was celebrated
with Mayor Suzan Hewat present to
express the Village’s support. The
garden opening was followed by the
screening of Borrowed from Nature
by Guillaume Carlier, profiling three
Japanese-Canadian memorial gardens
in Western Canada. The festivities
continued at 7 pm with a screening of
Louis Bockner’s film on artist Tsuneko
‘Koko’ Kokubo, Of Light Itself, and
live performances by Snake in the
Grass Moving Theatre, poet Soramaru

Thank you to
The Housing Society
for their Thousands of volunteer hours
toward getting
The Osprey Housing Development built

Takayama, and the Yonsei Mending
Circle.
Okusa assisted legendary garden
designer Roy Sumi in creating the
garden at the Nikkei Interment
Memorial Centre in New Denver. He is
naming the new Langham garden Tenchi-jin, a Japanese term meaning “skyearth-human,” a common traditional
concept expressing the cosmos or
universe.
Okusa explained how the materials
chosen for the garden illustrate this
theme. The “ten” or sky figure is
represented by standing logs and
driftwood positioned vertically. “At this
stage,” said Okusa, “chi, meaning earth
or ground, is not yet well expressed but
it will be when this garden is completed
in phase two next spring.”
Although “jin” means human
being, it also includes all creatures
between the sky and the earth. A
central stone figure of local granite
represents this Japanese character. “The
composition of the rocks represents
humans helping and supporting one
another and working together,” said
Okusa.
The garden will also commemorate
the Japanese Canadians interned in the
Langham building during WWII.
Langham Director Paul GraceCampbell acknowledged support for
the project from Boards by George,
Sean Brenton, and Kaslo Building
Supplies. Artistic Director Maggie
Tchir was the prime mover and
coordinator for the project. Okusa
also thanked Myles Berney and
Kumpei Wakino for their assistance
in construction.
The garden opening was followed
by the Kootenay premiere of Borrowed
From Nature, a film by Guillaume
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Langham event launches new garden, films and performances
Carlier of Kino Sum Productions.
It profiles Western Canada’s three
Japanese memorial gardens: Nitobe
Memorial Garden on the UBC grounds
in Vancouver, the Nikka Yuko Garden
in Lethbridge, Alberta, and the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre garden
in New Denver. “When I started the
project,” said Carlier, “I was amazed
that no one had made a film about these
gardens yet.” The film can be viewed
online at the CBC Gem streaming
channel.
The evening program opened
with Louis Bockner’s profile film of
Koko, titled Of Light Itself, after her
career retrospective exhibition held
at the Langham since July. Bockner
interviewed her at her Silverton home
and studio, editing over an hour of
film into an elegant five minutes that
summarizes Koko’s artistic philosophy.
“Light is very important to me as an
artist,” she says. “We are born from
light and we return to light.” Although
her family suffered internment during
the war, her art seeks transcendence
through creation rather than obsession
with the past. The ghosts are there,
peeking out from behind the reeds,
but never dominating the image. The
film features music by her spouse and
creative partner, Paul Gibbons.
Snake in the Grass Moving
Theatre reunited for a one-time only
performance of The Rock on Which.
Formed in Vancouver by Paul Gibbons,
Koko, and Gerardo Avila, they toured

nationally and internationally from
1978 to 1992 and were the resident
troupe at the UBC Museum of
Anthropology. Their modern dance
approach uses body language rather
than spoken word to portray inner
turmoil and resolution.
Beyond Bon Dance, a multimedia
performance featuring computer
graphics, original music and poetry,
was presented by poet and composer
Soramaru Takayama of the Tasai
Collective. Takayama recited in
Japanese while the English translation
featured on the screen. His poems
challenge our reluctance to confront
death in Western culture, our failure to
acknowledge our own shadow. “Death
is the contour of me, therefore I am
human,” he writes.
Yonsei Mending Circle, written and
acted by Carolyn Nakagawa and Laura
Fukumoto, presented the scene of two
Japanese-Canadian women friends
uprooted by the internment and meeting
later in life to compare memories.
Their sense of dislocation is so deep it
causes them to question whether they
even have the right to speak for their
own families. One of the characters
is a budding writer who grapples with
the question of whether writing down
the story grants the author ownership.
“Every time we perform this play,
we ask ourselves why we’re invoking
these ghosts,” they told the audience.
“What do you wish you could ask an
ancestor?”

Snake in the Grass Moving Theatre reunited to present a unique performance titled The Rock
on Which at the Langham Theatre as part of its 80th anniversary internment commemoration
program October 1. Pictured here is troupe member Tsuneko ‘Koko’ Kokubo.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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Fuel spill class-action lawyer frustrated by Province’s tactics
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A lawyer representing victims
of the 2013 fuel spill into Lemon
Creek says he’s disappointed with
the Province’s response to their classaction lawsuit.
“It is regrettable that the
defendants, including British
Columbia, are playing such hardball
with a class of fuel spill victims on
the mere procedural question of
whether their claims can be heard
together under the Class Proceedings
Act,” says David Aaron.
Aaron was in court on September

8, appearing before the BC Court of
Appeal for the second time on the
question of whether the victims of
the fuel spill represented a class of
people who can seek damages as a
whole. A judge had already ruled
once that it could proceed as a class
action, but that was appealed. The
judge adjusted his ruling in May
2021 and re-certified the class action,
only to have it appealed by the
defendants in the case again.
“Basically the Court of Appeal
told the chamber judge to do
something, and he did it,” explains
Aaron. “And the second appeal is

whether he did it properly.”
The original lawsuit stems from
the July 2013 spill of 35,000 litres
of jet fuel into Lemon Creek by a
transport driver making a delivery
to a firefighting operation. The spill
forced the evacuation of thousands
of people living up to 40 kilometres
downstream in the Slocan Valley.
The spill also killed fish and
forced residents to get alternate
sources of drinking water for
themselves and livestock for days.
Residents who were affected by the
spill launched the suit for damages.
And since then, Aaron says the

by Cassandra Morrison
Linnie Lamarche, resident of
New Denver and local chocolatier,
has been touched by a miracle, and
she wants the world to know in the
hopes it can help someone else like
her living in severe chronic pain.
Linnie’s story started almost 30
years ago, when she was 38 years old.
“I had two heart attacks before
the age of 40,” she says. “And then I
had to go on oral chemo soon after.”
Linnie’s partner proposed to her
after that initial health scare, and the
two were quickly married on March
12, 1994. But the happy honeymoon
stage was fleeting for the newlyweds.
On a fateful Friday the 13th
in May of 1994, just two months
after their wedding, Linnie and her
husband were hit by a drunk driver.
That car accident turned Linnie’s
entire world upside down, adding to
her health complications by causing
constant, severe pain throughout her
whole body and confining her to a
wheelchair.
“The nerve pain was so bad,”
Linnie says, “it even hurt to wear
clothes.” At one point, she lost three
teeth because she couldn’t discern
the toothache from the never-ending
nerve pain she had lived with for
so long.
Ten years after her accident, the
Lamarches decided they needed a
change of scenery from Rossland.
After searching for a place to call

home, they finally found it in the
Slocan Valley.
“We loved the location, and
the price was right,” she says of
New Denver. The town also had the
allure of better and easier access to
health care for Linnie with a 24/7
emergency department.
That singular decision to move to
New Denver would change Linnie’s
life in more ways than one. Soon after
the Lamarches had settled into New
Denver, in the spring of 2005, Linnie
was inspired by the kind words of the
locals when she shared her passion
with them, and they encouraged her
to start selling her chocolates.
“It just gave me something to do
and got me out of the house,” she says
of making and sharing her chocolate
with the Kootenays. “The chocolate
and my outfits took my mind off how
I was feeling day to day. I never sold
any until we moved here. Now I’ve
been doing the markets since 2006.
Having moved here and the ability to
do what I do saved my life.”
Earlier this year, another
interaction with a New Denverite
changed Linnie’s life once more.
An acquaintance around town
told her in passing about a certain
medication that might help improve
her condition.
Discovered in the late 1950s by
Merck and approved by the FDA in
1961, Amitriptyline Hydrochloride
was originally created and used to

treat depression. Recently, it has
been found to have alternative uses
off-label. Amitriptyline can now
be used to treat certain types of
chronic pain, including the severe
nerve pain Linnie experienced and
other conditions like fibromyalgia,
migraines, and even insomnia.
Five months ago, Linnie took a
chance and asked her doctors if she
could try Amitriptyline. After all, she
had nothing to lose.
“Opioids and other pain
medication never worked for me,”
Linnie says.
A few short weeks later, under
the supervision of her doctors, the
Amitriptyline finally did the trick.
Today, after 28 years in a wheelchair,
Linnie can walk pain-free.
“It’s a miracle,” she says. “It gave
me a whole new lease on life. So, if
this can help anyone else with severe
nerve pain, I want them to know.”
With the rapid ease of her chronic
nerve pain, Linnie’s doctors have
even given her the green light to
travel by plane again, something she
could only dream of for the last three
decades. Sitting on a cramped aircraft
for extended periods was impossible
with the pain she had suffered before.
Now, Linnie is planning to finally
visit her son and daughter-in-law,
who reside on the other side of the
globe, in Turkey.
“Life has a lot more opportunity
now,” Linnie says with a smile.

A miracle in the mountains

Linnie Lamarche, resident of New Denver and local chocolatier, has been touched by a miracle.

Province and other defendants have
been using their deep pockets to
delay justice for residents seeking
damages.
“It is all about access to justice
and judicial economy, and the
Province knows this,” he told the
Valley Voice. “It’s disappointing the
Province is creating such an uphill
climb for the residents of the Slocan
Valley, who to this day, over nine
years after the spill, have not been
compensated for their evacuation
costs.
“You would think that at least the
Province would be more supportive
of class proceedings as a vehicle to
advance public interest litigation on
behalf of an injured community.”
He also says it’s ironic because
Kootenay West MLA Katrine Conroy
was a vocal advocate for timely
compensation when in Opposition.
“Now that she is in government,
she has been reticent and has
ostensibly failed to see this matter
through to settlement on behalf of

3

her constituents,” he says.

Wheels turn slowly

The Court of Appeal could throw
out the second application before
them, allowing the class action suit
to move forward to trial. Or, they
could direct the lower-level court to
take another crack at determining if
it is a proper class action. In either
case, however, the end result is more
delays to the suit.
“The last appeal, the hearing date
was October 15 of 2018, and the
judgement was issued the following
April of 2019,” he says. “That gives
you a yardstick for how long the
court might ruminate over this matter
before issuing judgement.”
Aaron says they have already lost
people who moved the case forward,
like Marilyn Burgoon, who launched
the historic case in the first place.
“The wheels of justice turn
slowly, lawyers are used to that, but
I don’t expect the community to be
accepting of that and I don’t think
they should be.”
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Slocan residents hear from 15 hopefuls at all-candidates meeting
by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Village of Slocan residents got
a chance to meet the crowded field
of candidates running for Village
council at the all-candidates meeting
on September 27. The 13 council and
two mayoral candidates introduced
themselves and their platforms to the
50 people filling the Slocan Legion
Hall.
Gary Wright, former mayor of
New Denver and moderator of the
event, said that for such a small
community, “you’ve got an incredible
selection of people to choose from for
candidates to run your village.”
After brief introductions,
candidates were asked to speak
about their vision for the former
sawmill site and their position on
Slocan’s affordable housing project.
Questions from the audience were
next, followed by a two-minute wrapup statement from each candidate.
The discussion focused on
development throughout, with
affordable housing, the water
treatment plant, congestion at the
waterfront, and increased tourism
being the main flash points.
The proposed affordable housing
development is an eight-unit complex
to be built in the centre of town on
the property where the soon-to-be
demolished curling rink now sits. This
location is new – a recent change from
the previous location at the corner of
Giffin Avenue and Slocan Street.
The former mill site on the
shores of Slocan Lake was recently
purchased by the Village, but no
development master plan has been
created yet.

Jessica Lunn, mayoral
candidate

The incumbent mayor highlighted
her experience, as well as her desire
to engage with the community
throughout the times ahead.
“I bring a depth of understanding
surrounding how local government
works,” Lunn said, “as we navigate
potentially difficult conversations
and different viewpoints moving into

this term.”
On the mill site, Lunn talked
about the need to have a public
waterfront and private commercial
space, and about the lengthy process
of cleaning up the site.
As for the affordable housing
project in town, Lunn was unequivocal
in her support of the new eightunit development. “We’ve heard...
through all feasibility studies that
affordable housing is needed in this
community,” Lunn said. “I’m 100%
behind the project.”

Dave Fredrickson,
mayoral candidate

Fredrickson, former councillor,
pledged to keep the public informed
about council decisions while
underscoring his past contributions
to the community.
On affordable housing,
Fredrickson acknowledged that
“people need a place to live” but said
he wanted to have a better idea of who
it would be for and where it would be
located, seeking “transparency with
how you’re going to fund it, how
you’re going to do it and who it’s
going to be for.”
The mill site and waterfront are
intertwined issues for Fredrickson.
He said the current overuse of the
waterfront is a major issue for village
residents, and pointed out that many
people from the region come to use
it. He wants to find ways for Area H
residents to contribute to waterfront
upkeep.

Joanna Van Bynen,
councillor candidate

For Van Bynen, the next council
should focus on cleaning up the mill
site and ensuring there is enough
clean water for the affordable housing
project.
Congestion at the waterfront
needs to be addressed, she said.
“Boats going down past my street
– there is just nowhere to park,” she
said, “It’s just a big cluster down
there.”
Fixing these issues and others
that have “fallen by the wayside”
will further her goal of seeing the

FULLY ALIVE!

Turner-Zion United Church of
Canada welcomes you on-line and
in person.

ONLINE:

Bi-weekly services
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Book group starting in October

IN PERSON:

Contemplative in the Kootenays
Knox Hall, October 22, 10-3
For links and more information, contact
widespottz@netidea.com

community grow and “be a beautiful
community.”

Sophie Teare, councillor
candidate

Teare spoke of the importance
of keeping Slocan “sustainable and
beautiful” during this time of growth.
On the affordable housing project,
she said her concern “has always been
in its location” and the traffic and
septic issues that could arise.
Teare does not think it is realistic
to push forward with a mill site
master plan during the next term,
but said steps can be taken now to
start rehabilitating the area. “Natural
remediation is one of these things that
can happen immediately,” she said.

Madeleine Perriere,
councillor candidate

Incumbent councillor Perriere
said that after years of service, she
still has energy for the difficult tasks
ahead, including the mill site cleanup
and trying to solve the issues of an
overworked public works department.
She feels that mill site
development must be planned “with
the mind that it is for the people of
Slocan” and warned people that it
would be a very long process. Her
vision includes opening up the streets
to the waterfront to avoid congestion.
Perriere said the whole council
agreed that the affordable housing
project was necessary, but she had
issues with the original site. She
added that the development is small
enough that it will not change the face
and character of the village, which she
said is important to preserve.

Jordan Knott, councillor
candidate

Knott called it an “exciting time in
our community,” saying he would like
to see an expansion of the lakeshore
park and that he supports what he calls
“much-needed” affordable housing in
the community.
As owner of the Slocan Village
Market, Knott said he gets a chance
to hear the opinions and problems
of the town’s residents as they come
and go from the store. Topping that
list are issues with the public works
department, he says.
“It’s the number one concern I hear
from members of the community,” he
said, “that the needs of the village are
not being met by public works.”
Knott said the use of volunteers
and grants to help solve the problem
are great ideas but other solutions like
providing bear-proof garbage cans
could also help ease the workload.

Merina Matthew,
councillor candidate

Matthew is new to Slocan and
said she has “never found a place that
has a better community feel.”
However, she and her family
have struggled to find a place to live.
“The need for housing in this valley
is incredible,” she said. “…No one
would rent to us. And why? Because
we had some animals. The rent in this
valley is for most people too high.”
She said the mill site should
include affordable housing, and
the growth of the village is tied to
increasing the housing stock.

Heather Marshall,
councillor candidate

The strain put on the village
by summer tourists and second
homeowners needs to be accounted
for, said Marshall, and she had some
ideas to share.
“Maybe start charging tourists to
park at our beach,” she said. “Anyone
who didn’t have a local sticker on
their car would have to pay to come
here.” She said “locals” could include
everyone from Nakusp to Nelson.
She said she is “excited about the
potential of what could happen” at the
mill site. She would like to see park
space along with commercial and
residential space. She would hope
for the project to “generate income
for our town, not just during tourist
season.” Marshall said the mill site
would also be a good place to locate
affordable housing units.

Delaine Hird, councillor
candidate

Hird said she would like to see
the mill site cleanup prioritized and
is concerned about the location of
the affordable housing project. At
the waterfront, she wants to improve
parking, and clean up the washrooms
and boat launch areas.
She said she agrees on the need
for affordable housing, but “as a
community we need to come together
to decide where we are going to put
it… I think there is still some work to
be done there.”
On the mill site, Hird said, “We
have to start from the bottom up – we
have to start cleaning it up first.”

Jeremi Buzolitch-Roy,
councillor candidate

Mill site rehab, increasing the
village’s housing stock, maintaining
green space and continuing to make
Slocan a great place to raise kids are
priorities for candidate Buzolitch-Roy.
He wants to make sure that when
the mill site is developed, there is
first a focus on re-naturalization
and maintaining green space, while
expanding access to the waterfront. A
focus on creating jobs and housing is
also important for him in developing
the site.
“If we bring more people in,
they need a place to work,” he said.
“I’m also for the affordable housing
for sure.”

Ezra Buller, councillor
candidate

Incumbent council member Buller
said he is proud of the work completed
by the current council, particularly on
affordable housing and the official
community plan, noting the Village
has changed a lot in recent years.
These changes have created a place
“that is not a logging community
anymore,” he said.
Buller said he was happy with
the “democratic process” around the
affordable housing project and said,
“We’ve got a great location for the
project.”
Mill site cleanup will be “really
expensive,” he warned, and the
Village is facing a big problem with
its “decrepit” water plant.

Nicol Berinstein,
councillor candidate

After serving on the OCP
committee, Berinstein says her vision
for the future of Slocan aligns with what
that plan sets out. She is in favour of the
affordable housing project and said it
fits within the framework of land use
areas in the document.
Her ideas for the mill site include
an amphitheatre with a park and an
extension of the Springer Creek trails
right down to the lake.
Berinstein hopes to bring her
skills from a design and marketing
background to council,.

Shanoon Bennett,
councillor candidate

Bennett focused on the opportunity
the Village of Slocan has to harness the
potential of a “million-dollar view” at
the mill site to create commercial and
residential opportunities that further the
prosperity of the community.
For her, this would include more
homes for young families to deal with
what she called a “housing crisis.”
At the mill site, Bennett would
like to see job creation come out of the
environmental remediation efforts and
a return to what she said was the “best
beach in the Kootenays” before the mill
was built in 1964. While addressing the
issues of the public works department,
she said a viable wage needed to be
offered to bring skilled workers to
Slocan.

Steve Baal, councillor
candidate

“Everybody’s been very positive
– now you get me,” joked Baal, who
injected some humour a few times
during the evening.
For Baal, Slocan must first tackle
the water issue before thinking about
development, and he believes Slocan’s
water source should be the lake.
“The Village foreman is tied up
babysitting an aging, decrepit water
plant,” he said. “The priority needs to
be to sort out this water problem – get
the supply out of the lake – that should
be the number one priority.”
Baal talked of looming septic
issues, criticizing the affordable
housing development and what he said
are “all the problems that are associated
with that.” He added his disabled son
would not be able to pass the means test
to live in the development and a better
idea would be lease arrangements on
Village land to “get people to invest
in this town, not just to come here
and rent.”

Elizabeth Azu, councillor
candidate

Azu sees the mill site as
an opportunity for housing and
development, but also green space. A
permaculturalist, she suggested “using
plants to heal and repair the land” and
said the return of wildlife to the site
has already begun the rehabilitation
process.
Azu suggested that Slocan youth
could be hired to help with the
development projects.
For her, the need for affordable
housing is clear. “Affordable housing is
essential in this community -–we have
never seen so many people without
housing,” she said.
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OPINION

All New Denver
candidates
committed to
community

It seems sadly ironic that folks
who have admonished those whom
they THINK don’t want change feel
threatened by possible changes in
local governance.
Since moving to this wonderful
community in 1978, I have watched
many New Denver Village councils
work selflessly for the betterment of
our Village and region.
A property owner in the New
Denver Orchard, I believe that
ALL the current mayor and council
candidates are committed to a
prosperous future for residents.
While their visions of the means
may be diverse – and not always
agree with mine – they all bring
rich experiences and skills to the
positions.
In a democracy, ALL candidates
deserve equal respect and scrutiny
by voters.
Barbara Yeomans
New Denver

New Denver
all-candidates
meeting

We viewed September 26 all
candidates meeting via YouTube.
Serving the public is thankless
job, a job that we are very much
supportive of. We respect the
challenging work of council over
the past 4 years and fully respect the
difficult decisions that must be made.
It is unfortunate the pump track
became a divisive issue. One could
sense the tension in the room. It
was clearly on the minds of the
incumbents. It was disappointing
that when given the opportunity for
a retrospective view the incumbents
struggled to articulate anything they
would have done differently.

The community was solidly
behind the track. The frustration
resulted from a lack of open
respectful discussion of the various
ideas as to location. It is unfortunate
that the path to construction has left
many feeling a lack of respect and
that their concerns went unanswered.
We look forward to the next
council collectively moving the
community forward.
Brian & Corinne Marsh
New Denver

Open letter to
the CBC

Earlier this week, I was tuned
in to CBC Radio when Salman
Rushdie’s recent harsh experience
was discussed. A great deal was
said about our need to stand up for
freedom of speech. I applaud the
CBC for reminding us of this most
vital principle at the basis of a free
country.
But the role of our public
broadcaster to publish important
events is also an aspect of freedom
of speech. I have learned of the Brian
Peckford legal challenge against the
Canadian government, a case that
began early in the year. The chief
prosecutor, Keith Wilson, recently
provided an overview of this case,
but there has been almost no mention
of the case on the CBC.
The Honourable Brian Peckford
is the last living member of the panel
that developed the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms, which was
signed in 1982. Now, 40 years later,
Peckford, along with several others,
has taken the Canadian government
to court for violating the Charter. Not
only is this an interesting case, but I
would certainly expect that it may
become a landmark event for the
historians who will attempt to make
sense of Canada during our time.
In connection with studying
this case, these same historians
will grapple with the fact that the
public broadcaster, the Canadian

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Valley Voice 		

Broadcasting Corporation, had
virtually failed to inform the citizens
of this historic event.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

New Denver
election

I want to thank the three new
candidates who are running for office
in our upcoming local elections:
Heather Fox for mayor, Danika
Hammond and Casey Law for
council positions. I appreciate the
direction they want to take our
community and their willingness
to listen to all interest groups –
which the present council has not
done regarding the location of the
pump track. Two hundred voices
were ignored and an irreplaceable
greenspace is gone forever, which is
scandalous.
How we protect what remains of
our special town is very important
to me and I believe these three
new candidates have the skills, life
experience, and represent, each in
their own way, the values that have
to be at the heart of any further
development of our town so that
it will remain the wonderful place
to live that it has been for so many
years. Change is inevitable as well
as necessary at times. I believe the
change they would effect in our local
government is just what we need
right now.
Thank you for caring enough to
run and you all have my vote!
Carolyn Parker
New Denver

Honesty is still
the best policy
in Kaslo

Going to the dump on Sunday,
without cash, necessitated a trip to
the ATM. The credit union’s cash
machine was hors de combat, so the
machine at the Front Street Market
became my goal. My first credit card
was declined, and then my debit
card was also declined. So availing
myself of my wife’s card, my third
try was successful. The store wasn’t
busy at the time and while fussing
with the machine, the cashier who
knew me couldn’t help but observe
my transactions, as her work station
looked right at the ATM. Later that
day, I received a phone call from
the same cashier wondering if I left
money in the machine. No, I said, the
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third try worked. She said someone
found some money in the machine’s
tray and turned the funds in. Being
only a semi-luddite, I checked online
and discovered two transactions
from my credit union account. The
next morning, I was given the funds
back. Apparently, sometimes bills get
twisted in the machine and problems
occur.
The whole point of this story is
the honesty of a customer and the
diligence of the workers at the Front
Street Market to track me down and
return my cash. I thank them, and my
lucky stars to live in a small village
where honesty is still the best policy.
Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

Wrong target
again, Canada

My confidence in Canada is
dropping with the temperature. I
wanted to get a booster shot for the
NEW variants BA4 and BA5 that
are circulating the world. While
Europe and the USA get the new
goodies, Canada is condemned
to some garbage form of vaccine
fighting the old BA1 variant! We
had a plan to fight a pandemic and
refused to use it. We had no way of
making a vaccine within Canada and
our attempt at a vaccine with Chinese
help was a flop. Theresa Tam and our
megalomaniac leader Justinflation
Trudeau continue to flail and fail
Canadians. Why can’t Canada get the
newest bivalent vaccine? Why are we
continually acting like a third world
country? Without a good captain, the
good ship Canada is grinding and
smashing up on the rocky shore, with
our leaders thinking everything is
fine! Woe will come this winter if the
COVID variants ramp up and begin
the awful demise of our old and weak;
in a medical system that is an absolute
shambles of burned-out nurses and
doctors, with many who have quit and
walked away from the stress, hours,
abuse, death and low morale.
Rebuilding the health care system
and trust of Canadians will take
years with good leadership. With a
crushing lack of intelligent, caring
leaders, Canada will continue to
suffer economically and physically
as a third world country does. Watch
our loonie dollar dive in the next few
years, currently at 74 cents US and
sinking.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley
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Testing not
necessary

After the fiasco with Pfizer’s
clinical trials for COVID-19, one
would think that the pharmaceutical
companies would now try to do
better. Yes, they have indeed
changed tactics, but not like
common sense would expect. They
put together a combination vaccine
that joins different mRNA strains
in one product, and they argue
no human testing is necessary, as
they know all the facts about the
individual components already. You
heard it right – no human testing is
needed. Pseudo-science at its best.
Like putting together bleach and
rubbing alcohol to knock one out
with chloroform? We have learned
that the spike protein is a pathogen
and the lipid nanoparticles contain
toxic particles.
So these new omicron-tailored
COVID-19 vaccine boosters
from Pfizer and other pharma
corporations haven’t been tested
on humans. How does Big Pharma
get away with that?
If you get your fourth booster
shot, you will be part of a huge test
group. Of course, there will be no
control group. That would be too
scientific and expensive for big
pharma.
Last week, as I strolled along
the Chahko Mika mall in Nelson,
where there is a brand new COVID/
flu clinic, I saw a middle-aged
man ask which brand of vaccine
they were using. “Pfizer” was the
answer, whereupon the man gave
thumbs up and eagerly entered
the premises. This guy probably
never heard about the 1.4 million
adverse events after the COVID
jab, reported in the US VAERS
registry.
In the Nelson Star, 22 September,
2022, page A3: “As children are
back in school, I recommend they
get vaccinated,” says Vininder K.
Bains, clinical nurse specialist. In
the same ad, the BC government
states, “Vaccination helps prevent
serious illness and hospitalization.
COVID-19 pediatric vaccines are
tested and safe, and the doses are
designed for children’s immune
systems.” So BC government
tested more than Pfizer? It’s highly
unlikely. By the way, leading
pediatrics around the globe agree
there is no benefit whatsoever for
kids and toddlers to be vaccinated.
On the contrary, there is more harm
done with the vaccination. And
informed consent is impossible, as
they hide the ingredients of the vial.
It’s not about your health; it’s about
control and money.
Some hope is on the horizon
though. Denmark banned all
COVID shots for kids under 18
and no longer recommends shots
for people under 50!
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

LETTERS

October 6, 2022 The Valley Voice

Just plain John

Our current premier, John
Horgan, recently decided not to run
in the next election, musing that he is
looking forward to being “just plain
John.” He will never be “just plain John”
again to many British Columbians,
though. Instead, he will be just plain
John who flooded and destroyed 83
kilometres of river bottom farmland
and wildlife habitat; just plain John
who super subsidized private interests
to set up an operation to export our
fracked, natural gas to China; just plain
John who talked about cutting raw log
exports and old growth logging, and
then appointed a minister who is a big
supporter of those pursuits; just plain
John who continued the Liberal policy
of subsidizing private schools and private
for-profit old age facilities; just plain
John who undermined the Agricultural
Land Reserve by allowing people
to build a second residence on their
farms; just plain John who continued
to pay the middle men for running
our inland ferries and maintaining our
highways; just plain John who continued
to allow BC Transit to remain a private
for-profit corporation, and to allow
much of our electrical system and our
waterways to be privately controlled;
just plain John who never created a single
publicly owned park; just plain John who
headed a socialist political party that
never changed anything that the former
capitalist party established; just plain
John who demonized and jailed anyone
who opposed the logging of the last oldgrowth; and now just plain John who
did his best to undermine any opposition
to his chosen successor, another false
socialist... just plain David Eby.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Why I support
Sharon Nazaroff

As the former trustee for the Slocan
Valley/Bonnington (2012-2014) and a
current trustee for Nelson/Bealby Point
(not running for re-election), I want to
tell you why I wholeheartedly support the
re-election of Trustee Sharon Nazaroff in
the Slocan Valley/Bonnington electoral
area, and why I strongly urge you to
support her as well.
Sharon is an education champion!
She is passionate about ensuring that
every single child in the Kootenay Lake
School District, from the youngest
babes in arms to teens on the verge of
graduation, receive what they need to
become well-educated citizens.
Sharon is one of the hardest
working trustees I’ve ever met. She
fought with local communities to
convince the school board to keep
WE Graham Community and Winlaw
Elementary Schools open as well as to
retain grade six students at Winlaw and
Brent Kennedy Elementaries. Sharon
leads with kindness, compassion, and
enthusiasm and knows how to craft a
convincing argument.
She has also ensured that resolution
of the longstanding drinkable water issue
at Brent Kennedy Elementary remained

at the forefront of operational priorities
(Terrific news! This extremely complex
problem has now been solved!) along
with installation of the student-led solar
panel project at Mt Sentinel Secondary.
Sharon listens to every voice and
is always inquisitive and eager to learn.
In my experience, it takes a few years
to learn how to be an effective trustee,
and with eight years of experience at
the board table, many of those as vicechair, Sharon has become exactly that.
She asks good questions and obtains the
information that trustees need to make
informed decisions that benefit all our
children.
Our school district needs trustees
like Sharon. She has the desire, the heart,
and the mind to make a difference for our
students – she has, and she will continue
to do so. I strongly urge you to vote for
Sharon Nazaroff in the Slocan Valley/
Bonnington electoral area.
Sheri Walsh
Nelson

CONservation

So, there is a referendum for Area
H – Slocan Valley during the upcoming
election. Do landowners want to pay
$15 per parcel per year for a dedicated
conservation fund?
I don’t and I’ll tell you why.
Have you noticed the decline in bird,
bee, frog and other wildlife populations
in the Kootenays? That’s a result of
the wanton and reckless use of the
herbicide glyphosate (aka Roundup).
Tests conducted by the International
Organization for Biological Control have
shown aquatic wetland communities are
dramatically and negatively impacted
even with low concentrations of
glyphosate.
So, if the RDCK really cared about
wetland restoration and habitat for
fish and wildlife, RDCK directors
would immediately ban glyphosate
sales and use throughout the RDCK
before asking me to fund a conservation
program. Why create a conservation
fund to restore wetlands before the toxic
chemical glyphosate is removed from
aquatic ecosystems? Poisoned wetland
ecosystems cannot be restored.
As well, RDCK directors should be
making a lot of noise to get the Province
and forestry companies to stop the aerial
spraying of glyphosate on our forests.
Glyphosate kills deciduous trees, making
Kootenay forests far less biodiverse and
more vulnerable to wildfires. Have you
noticed all the dead birch trees in the
forests? In case you love owls, these
dead birch trees no longer provide habitat
for owls.
Considering the detrimental effects
of glyphosate on human health, the
RDCK should immediately instruct
Fortis and BC Hydro to stop using
glyphosate. Numerous studies found at
Google Scholar describe how glyphosate
causes severe acute and chronic
toxicological effects in humans like
cancer, neurological diseases, endocrine
disruption and birth defects.
Thirty-five countries around the
world have banned the use of glyphosate.
Don’t you think it’s time for the RDCK to

stop the poisoning of our water, forests,
fields, fens and humans via glyphosate?
So, I’m voting no and I ask you
to look at the devil in the details in the
upcoming Area H referendum.
Ellen Chambers
Winlaw

Minority vs
majority rights

Authoritarians and neo-fascists
believe they have the right to impose
their values on the majority. In Iran, most
Muslim clerics and a minority of men
believe it is their right to force all women
to dress and behave a certain way. In
Quebec, conservative nationalists, having
experienced oppression by the Catholic
Church, believe they have the right to
prevent all others from wearing religious
clothing and symbols, particularly when
employed by government. In the United
States, a religious minority of both men
and women believe they can prevent
women choosing whether to terminate a
pregnancy, including for rape, incest and
where a mother’s life is at risk.
Here in Canada, a minority of
unvaccinated citizens believe it is their
right to demand that unvaccinated
healthcare workers, and probably
others, should get their jobs back
while remaining unvaccinated. Yet
every time I talk to knowledgeable
and experienced healthcare workers,
they advise that the most infectious and
severe cases of COVID being treated
in our clinics and hospitals remain
among the unvaccinated. Healthy and
fully functioning immune systems
are stimulated by vaccines, hence the
virus’s ability to harm is lowered and
sheds a lower viral load. Thus, placing
unvaccinated workers at the heart of our
already over-stretched medical system
will only serve to place some of the most
vulnerable and sickest patients in danger
of contracting COVID.
In effect, authoritarians, neo-fascists
and some extreme libertarians place
their values and perceived needs ahead
of collective rights: what others wear
in public, whether to have children or
not and whether to come into contact
with a person who has chosen to not get
vaccinated to prevent COVID.
There are situations where minority
rights should be protected by the majority.
Such as the Wet’suwet’en, who, having
never ceded their Aboriginal rights and
land title to Canada or BC, offered Coastal
Gas Link (CGL) an alternative route to
build a pipeline through a pre-existing
industrial corridor. Instead CGL, with
Canada and BC’s blessing, is building
a pipeline through some of the most
ecologically intact Wet’suwet’en territory,
across the headwaters of three salmonbearing rivers, knowing full well that the
Wet’suwet’en have been unable to fish for
sockeye for nearly two decades because of
compromised fish populations.
In a supposed democracy, we need
to understand the difference between
minorities imposing their will on the
majority, and defending the right of a
minority to exist.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Local candidates
surveyed on
climate solutions

The municipal elections are coming
up on Saturday, October 15. Should you
bother to vote? Yes, and here’s why we
think it’s important.
Do you drive or cycle on local
roads or take a bus? Hang out in a city
or regional park in the summer? Do you
drop off your recycling at one of the
many depots? Do you count on local
government to reduce wildfire risks and
have an emergency plan if one strikes?
If any of these issues concern you, then
local government is for you.
After a few years of droughts,
extreme heat, wildfires and smoke, and
floods, many of us are concerned about
what local governments are doing on
climate. Did you know local governments
can influence over 50% of emissions?
And these emissions really impact our
health and the health of our loved ones.
We at Doctors and Nurses for
Planetary Health Kootenay-Boundary
and the West Kootenay Climate Hub
wanted to learn where candidates in our
region stand on issues around the climate
crisis. We sent a survey out to over 200
candidates in the West Kootenay who
are running for mayor, city council,
school trustee, and area director in rural
areas. No matter where you live – a
larger city or a smaller village, we hope
the survey results will help you identify
those champions who really care about
these issues. You can see survey results
at www.westkootenayclimatehub.ca/
local-elections
Have a look at whose views reflect
what you feel should be done to address
the climate crisis. Have a conversation
with friends, family or colleagues.
Read the newspaper. And navigate to
candidates’ websites and social media
pages to find the people you want to
represent you.
It’s easy to vote – you can register
on election day with two pieces of ID,
provided you have lived in BC for six
months. And remember, you don’t
have to fill up the ballot with council
candidates’ names if you don’t support
them. Just vote for the people you want
to get in. Voting only for those candidates
means they have a better chance and
you’re not diluting your vote. Only one
candidate speaks for you? Then vote only
for that person. It’s okay. You can do that.
After the election, you’ll find that
your local city councillors and school
trustees are some of the most available
politicians. If you have a concern or
compliment, it’s easy to send them an
email or phone them to discuss it.
We encourage everyone to vote in the
upcoming election and vote for a healthy
planet on Saturday, October 15, 8 am-8
pm. Advance voting is also available in
most communities on October 5 and/
or 12.
Raelynn Gibson, Doctors and
Nurses for Planetary Health
Judy O’Leary, West Kootenay
Climate Hub
Nelson

Local Conservation
Fund vote

It is time, once again, for local elections
this October and in Area H there is an
important yes or no question regarding a
Local Conservation Fund. The cost will be
$15 per parcel per year.
We all need to talk and discuss with
friends about what can be done to mitigate
the effects of climate change and human
impacts to the environment. Most of us see
the impacts are real and we can perceive
serious changes that are happening;
however, what should be done to address
these changes is more challenging. We may
shrug and say, “maybe drive or fly less, or
use less water” but what could we do right
here in Area H? Here is a suggestion.
Each $15 towards local conservation
may not “save the planet” but it can pay
for planting trees beside the river. These
trees will one day shade and cool the water;
when these trees finally fall in the river, they
will provide a home for fish – sometimes
many fish. They also provide habitat for
wildlife, store carbon and reduce erosion
of the riverbank.
A story of two people walking on a
beach illustrates what it’s like to address
environmental impacts. On this beach,
hundreds of starfish are washed up. One
person throws one starfish into the water,
while his friend says, “Why bother – that
won’t make a difference.” In reply, the
starfish thrower says, “Maybe not, but it
makes a difference to the one I just threw
back. “
Working for the environment and
addressing climate change must obviously
happen at various levels and scales;
however, it’s always about addressing
individual issues, finding solutions, and then
implementing those solutions. For example,
creating or restoring a wetland or planting
trees or talking to students to increase their
knowledge about the aquatic life in their
river and needs of the environment may,
one day, lead to a decision by a riverside
landowner to leave trees and riverbank
unaltered, to plant more trees, or to not
divert a stream for personal benefit.
If you paddle down the Slocan River,
you will see many small trees in white
protectors. These are trees planted by
Streamkeepers. What you may not realize is
that some of the large trees, now providing
shade, were also planted by Streamkeepers,
20 years ago. This tree planting needs to
continue.
The proposed local conservation
fund will help fund tree planting and other
important local conservation measures
like: incentives for local farmers to steward
their land for habitat as well as food
production; wetland and creek restoration;
improvement of fish and wildlife habitat;
water monitoring to understand the impacts
of climate change on water supply; creation
of native plant pollinator meadows; reduced
human-wildlife conflict projects like costshare electric fencing; monitoring for early
detection of aquatic invasive species; land
acquisition of ecologically significant
properties.
Voting for a Local Conservation Fund
for Area H happens on Oct 5, 12 or 15.
Jennifer Yeow
Passmore
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Divisive issues aired at New Denver All-Candidates Meeting

by Jan McMurray
The New Denver
All-Candidates Meeting
on September 26 was an
opportunity to air some of
the divisive issues in the
community. About 140 people
attended – about 115 in person
at the Bosun Hall and about 25

via Zoom – to hear from the
two mayoral candidates and
five councillor candidates.
People were able to
submit their questions for
the candidates prior to the
meeting, and there was also
time for questions from the
floor.
Chimney pipe & accessories,
time to clean your chimney,
all sizes of brushes

Milwaukee M12 heated
jackets, sizes S-XL, $199.99
grey or black
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales $13.00
Alfalfa Bales $23.99
Drywall, wheelbarrows, lawn
rakes, shovels, garden wagons,
cement & paving stones

Fall bulbs & seed
garlic
Tulips, Hyacinth,
crocus, daffodils &
more.

Ladies’ ankle socks,
diabetic socks

Fir clean burn wood
pellets by the pallet

$444.50 for 50 bags

40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Visitor
Information

Pump track

The first question was
about the pump track/offleash dog area. Of the five
questions submitted on this
topic, Phil Whitfield’s was
chosen: “The issue of the
pump track location became
unexpectedly controversial
over many months and created
disproportionate tensions and
workloads. What lessons about
Village governance do you
think can be drawn from this
uncomfortable experience?”
Mayoral candidate and
incumbent Leonard Casley
responded that the location of
the pump track was on every
document that went out to the
public, and professional people
were hired to create the plan.
He said the decision was not
made “on the sly.”
The other mayoral
candidate, Heather Fox, said it’s
worth the time for council to sit
down and talk to residents who
ask for a meeting “and perhaps
together you might find a winwin solution.” She added that
discussion and decisions made
by council should be done at
open council meetings.
Councillor candidate and
incumbent John Fyke listed
reasons why two alternate
locations proposed for the
pump track would not be
workable.
Councillor candidate and
incumbent Vern Gustafson
pointed out that the public
process for this issue was
hampered by COVID, and
added, “We thought we had it
right after all the professional
people who helped us.”
Councillor candidate
Danika Hammond said the
conflict was not necessary.
“It’s easy to collaborate and
compromise… If people
propose other ideas, let’s just
sit down and talk about it.” She
also said she is a proud donor
to the all-wheels skills track.
“I wish it were in a different
location but it is what it is…
the plan is moving forward.”
Councillor candidate Casey
Law said, “I think you have
to collaborate and partner
with the community instead
of shutting the door.” He said
more time should have been
spent engaging with the people
who would be directly affected,

and said the OCP supports
preserving open spaces and
environmental areas. “The
track looks amazing! It’s very
exciting, but like Danika, I’m
not super excited about the
location.”
Councillor candidate and
incumbent Colin Moss said he
didn’t need to learn much from
the experience. “I am more than
disappointed with more than a
few people in this town. We did
practice good communication
and there is no need for this
divisiveness.” He said one
thing he did learn was “to
protect your staff when they are
antagonized and confronted.”
During questions from
the floor, Ray Schuff asked
Hammond how she would
strive to work with council
members she had so greatly
opposed.
“What is important is to
put the division in the past and
focus on what is in front of us,”
she replied. “We have the same
values… we all agree that we
disagree on some things. Let’s
just sit down and talk about it.”

Youth

Another question was
about engaging, empowering
and supporting youth.
“I put kids first – always
have and always will,” said
Casley.
Fox said she would listen
to the youth and include them
in discussions that affect them.
“It’s so easy as adults to think
we know what they want.
Listening is a skill worth
doing.”
Fyke listed several things
he has done to support youth,
and said the pump track is the
obvious example of council
supporting youth.
Gustafson said council
stood fast with the pump track,
which is what they believed the
kids wanted.
Hammond suggested a
youth council, or a youth rep
at the council table.
Law suggested creating an
atmosphere where youth would
want to come to council, and
said he would be interested in
debate programs.
Moss said council had
always been in favour of
supporting and empowering
children, who are the future
of the community. “This

community has to seriously ask
itself – how badly do you want
kids because there are people
here who don’t like the sound
of kids playing… The sound
of kids playing is the sound of
a healthy community… You
have to decide. What kind
of community do you really
want?”

Affordable housing

Three questions were
submitted on affordable
housing. Candidates were
asked: What measures would
you support for increasing
housing affordability and
availability for year-round
residents in New Denver, and
for curbing the number of
seasonal residences?”
Moss said the only way
to curb seasonal residents is
to grow as a community and
encourage business that attracts
families.
Law suggested securing
land, like Slocan has, and
amending bylaws to allow
structures such as tiny homes.
Although it’s a “scary topic,” he
said an empty home tax could
be investigated.
Hammond said New
Denver could work with its
neighbours as a region on
addressing region-wide housing
issues, and perhaps to advocate
the provincial government
for an empty home tax like in
Vancouver and Kelowna. She
said acquiring land like Slocan
did is a possibility for New
Denver, but there has to be
public consultation “on where
and for what purpose.”
Gustafson said council
is exploring the old dump
property in Denver Siding for
a major housing project.
Fyke said there were two
sites that may be available
for housing in New Denver,
and he learned about creative
neighbourhood planning and
creative financing at the recent
Union of BC Municipalities
convention. He said to
address absentee owners, we
should increase incentives to
move here, such as internet
connectivity.
Fox said it was great to
hear about possible upcoming
projects and she would
continue moving on those. She
acknowledged that there is no
easy answer to curbing seasonal
residences. “It’s a matter of
keeping our eyes and ears open
for solutions.”
Casley said absentee
landowners need to feel more
part of the community so they
spend more time here. “We
are working on it [housing]
with our property in Denver
Siding… As we move forward
on that, we will bring that
forward so the community can
see the master plan for that.”

“

Voting system

A question from Rayn Butt

was how candidates felt about
the voting system, which allows
people to vote for up to four
councillors and up to one mayor
– so voters are not obligated to
vote for the full five members
of council.
Most candidates said the
important thing was for people
to get out and vote, no matter
how many candidates they
vote for. Casley, however, said
he feels that those who are not
going to vote for a full slate
of council members should be
running for office themselves.

The environment

Ruby Zoll asked what
the candidates’ plan was for
sustaining wildlife habitats and
ecosystems on this land.
Casley said New Denver
had signed on to the Climate
Action Plan, had the latest
equipment, and has reduced
paper by going digital with
council agenda packages.
He said it was important to
maintain and enhance park
areas, and “take areas” in the
boundary expansion.
Fox said sustaining longterm environmental resources
was very important to her and
one way to do that was by rightsized economic development.
Fyke’s ideas were to
continue with wildfire
mitigation planning, advocating
for better transit services,
and work towards having a
community forest.
Gustafson said efficient
public transit “will be the
biggest step that will save us
from ourselves.”
Hammond said New
Denver should work with the
whole region and non-profits
on this. “Let’s work together
to preserve our greatest natural
asset – where we live,” she said.
Law said New Denver’s
OCP talks about protecting
environmentally sensitive areas
and that new development
should be done with the
environment in mind.
Moss suggested
collaborating with other
communities and levels of
government on this.

Health care

Jamie Campbell, who grew
up in New Denver and has
recently returned, asked Fox
what she’d do to maintain
health services. Fox said this
was not her skill set, but she
would find and work with
people who have the necessary
skill set, and she would get to
know the doctors, nurses and
volunteers involved.
The event was moderated
by Gary Wright, former mayor
and former RDCK chair, and
co-sponsored by the Valley
Voice and the Slocan Valley
Chamber of Commerce. Jason
Clarke of 3 Birds Consulting
did the sound and facilitated
the Zoom meeting.
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full-Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15& 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free Wi-Fi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!

40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full-service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

5971 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Relax

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed thru Sunday
from 11am. Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Saturday 5
till 8. Live music on Saturdays. Drop in yoga Sunday at 9:30. Come and enjoy
a drink with Us!

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPR INGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

							www.nakusphotsprings.com
							 (250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a beautiful
mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain air. Stay in our
comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants,
and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open daily for
public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website for on-line pool
reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools. Savour indigenous inspired
meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one of our 52 contemporary guest
rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is included with your stay in the resort.
Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with 4
different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in our spa,
relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food and amazing views
from our fine dining restaurant.

Private Hot Springs

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the
Kootenays! Book one of our chalets and reserve a private hotsprings
getaway all to yourself with breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with
our healing waters. www.kootenayhotsprings.com and www.privatehotsprings.com.
Join Facebook page: hotsprings escape Phone: 250 448 6111

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Thursday Ladies
Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Restaurant hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4-8 pm.
Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.ca. 9 holes $30 + tax 18 holes $45 + tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7241
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 35 course with spectacular views and
well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a licensed
patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 holes - $22.00 18 holes - $33.00. Power
cart - 9 holes $20 - 18 holes - $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250.265.8888 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October 1
with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori Korkola,
Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus other fine artists
represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4
pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday. Visit hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the
Valley Voice for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works of
Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive line
of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about the
human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also offering
timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River Road, north
of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.
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Silverton council candidates pledge teamwork, respect, consultation
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
After several years of trouble
at city hall, residents of Silverton
should start to see movement on
many much-needed improvements,
said candidates at an election
debate held at the Memorial Hall
last week.
All the candidates at the
Silverton council candidate forum
September 29 promised that
teamwork, openness, and better
public communication would be the
hallmark of the tiny village’s next
council after the election.
Nearly 60 people – a third of
the population of the community
– attended the town hall in person
and online. The meeting was
organized by the local Chamber of
Commerce and the Valley Voice.
The audience heard from five of the
six candidates for council and Colin
Ferguson, who was acclaimed as
mayor (see sidebar). Luce Paquin
was travelling to attend a family
matter and couldn’t attend.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Audience members asked
questions during the two-hour
meeting on issues ranging from
infrastructure priorities, garbage
attracting bears and rats, to relations
with a local hotel owner and
protecting health services. And if
generally the answers were noncommittal or lacking in detail, all
the candidates promised to look
into and act on the issues if they sat
on the new council.

Rebuilding period
complete

Part of the reason for general
answers is that only two of the six
candidates for council have a full
term under their belts. The village
has seen two by-elections in the last
two years, one that installed a new
mayor and a councillor in 2021, and
a second that saw one councillor
elected just six months ago.
It’s not only the elected
leadership that’s been in flux. The
Village lost its CAO, installed a
temporary one, and just hired a
new permanent CAO in September.
Incumbent candidate Leah Main
said that’s made dealing with
pressing issues difficult.
“We did come through a very
rough patch with staffing and
council issues that occupied pretty
much all of our attention for a

My name is Henry Van
Mill. I have lived in Kaslo
for the past 16 years and
in the last 5 years I have
served as a councillor
for the Village of Kaslo.
This year I have decided
to run for MAYOR
In the past 5 years as councillor my contributions were,
• Liaison for Chamber of Commerce
• Liaison with Affordable Housing Society
• Library Committee member
• Committee member of COVID recovery
• Committee member of utilities
• Front Street Park committee member
My campaign issues will be involving good governance
with moderate expenditures. Maintenance and upgrades of
infrastructure and town assets need to be addressed. Ensuring
our most vulnerable are supported and cared for. I am not
afraid to speak up and ask the hard questions.
For a predictable, sustainable future and well-being for our
community, we as councillors will work together as a T.E.A.M.
Trustworthy, Encouraging, Accountable, Measured
As team players, we can advocate to get a desired result to
address all of Kaslo’s needs.

Vote Henry Van Mill for Mayor
Authorized by Janine Conrad, Financial Agent. vanmill@gmail.com

couple of years that shouldn’t
have,” she said. “Those problems
have been fixed now and we’re
ready to get to work.”
Clarence denBok said his short
time on council was in a period of
rebuilding, and he agreed things
were changing after several years
of stagnation, especially with the
recent hiring of a new CAO for the
community.
“We’re moving forward,;there’s
lots of enthusiasm,” he said. “…
It was super-dysfunctional, there
were staffing issues. There was
a lot of energy spent, oxygen
sucked up on stuff that didn’t need
to happen. That’s not happening
now. We’re so task-focused, we’re
excited about the possibilities for
Silverton, and looking forward to
working with [CAO Viv Thoss]…
She’s full of vim and vinegar and
full of enthusiasm, and rarin’ to get
to work with us.”
“This council’s got some
traction. If we’re not all together,
hopefully the new council that
takes over… it’s going to be an
exciting time,” noted Brian Mills,
who’s been working to upgrade the
community hall as an emergency
shelter and cooling centre. “As long
as there’s money out there to get,
and we are going for it.”
And while newcomer Margaret
Scaia wasn’t there for the problems,
she said she’d work to ensure the
public was part of the solution.
“I’d like to see a greater use of
public forums, so that we don’t miss
individuals or groups that aren’t
normally heard, or unsure how to
voice their concerns…” she told
the crowd. “I’d like to see really
strong consultation with volunteer
and advisory groups in Silverton, so
we don’t have time restrictions on
them talking about their concerns,
so that we can maximize resources
council has to work with them…”

Chronic issues

Several ongoing issues were
raised by residents, including
speeding along the highway,
crumbling sidewalks, an aging
footbridge across the creek that
runs through town, and garbage.
One resident complained about the
long wait-time for action on many
issues. She asked why council
seemed to have a “blind eye” when
it came to unsightly properties and
problem garbage spots, blaming
poor sanitation for an increase in
bears, rats and raccoons around
town.
Councillors agreed it was an
issue, but said it really was up to
citizens to do their part.
“It is up to the people to compost
properly, and to keep your food
indoors so as not to feed them,” said
Arlene Yofonoff. “And just keep on
setting your traps and being aware
of what you have outside.”
“The Village is working on the
issue… given the population of
Silverton, and funds available to
hire bylaw enforcement, I think we
have to lean first on responsibility
of each individual to keep ourselves
safe,” said Margaret Scaia. “I don’t

think hiring more bylaw officers
will necessarily solve the problem.”
“The Village has limited
capacity when it comes to
enforcement,” agreed Leah Main,
who noted the Village has been
working with Wildsight BC to try to
deal with attractants around town.
“We have very limited capacity
to enforce bylaws, unless you’re
willing to look at a double-digit tax
increase. So we rely on education
and peer pressure.”
Brian Mills said he was
concerned about bears in the
community, and noted the Village
was working on introducing more
bear-resistant bins around town.

Speed reasons

As for the highway, it’s difficult
to do anything about speeding, the
audience heard.
“The stark reality is we don’t
own the highway,” noted Leah
Main. “We have no jurisdiction
whatsoever. We can’t even put up
signs on the right-of-way without
[Highway’s] permission.”
She suggested calling a meeting
with various levels of government
to address the issue.
“Perhaps we could have a
better communication with our
local RCMP for more presence
on our highways so everyone
knows they’re there,” added Brian
Mills. He said he was especially
concerned about a footpath that
creates a dangerous interface with
the highway, and he wanted to see
that problem addressed.
Margaret Scaia suggested
speed bumps might be an answer.
But Arlene Yofonoff noted speed
bumps would be a non-starter, and
suggested traffic-calming measures
like strategic landscaping can help
slow speeders.
“I’m sure it is frustrating, but
maybe it is time to take another run
at it,” said Clarence denBok, who
said the RCMP seemed willing to
talk to the community, but “in the
end getting stuff done is a different
story.” He agreed with Leah Main
that the next council should try to
gather all the stakeholders to the
table to discuss the problem.

Last mile a priority

One resident asked about plans
for financing the ‘last mile’ fibreoptic line to people’s homes, and
if that would require borrowing by
the Village.
Mayor Colin Ferguson clarified
that no money would be borrowed
by the Village for the project, as the
Village would be seeking access
to funds being made available
by the federal and provincial
governments. He also noted that
they are still waiting for a response
to local governments’ proposals, so
the project was on the back burner
for now.
However, the question prompted
a wider discussion on the future of
high-speed communications in the
village.
“It is our right to have highspeed internet,” said Arlene
Yofonoff. “I feel we are all being
held hostage by Telus because they

could, with all the money they have,
simply provide everybody with
high-speed internet.”
“I’m a big proponent of fibreoptic,” said Clarence denBok, who
suggested a pilot project hooking
up downtown businesses and public
areas to the service as a proof-ofconcept for a community-owned
internet utility.
Brian Mills said the hospital
was his biggest priority, but agreed
a pilot internet project would be a
good thing, as did Leah Main. The
veteran councillor said she was in
favour of the project to lay cable to
every home.
“I’m absolutely in favour of
having fibre to every single home
and business, but how we get it,
how we cost it out and pay for it
-- it’s going to be grants, grants,
grants and grants.”
However, all the candidates
were in accord when an audience
member asked what they would
choose as a priority – fixing
an aging water line in town, or
installing fiber-optic connections to
all the homes in Silverton.
“Everybody in Silverton knows
no one is going to choose fibre-optic
over water,” said Clarence denBok.
“The watermain absolutely, of
course, and the other stuff will
come along.”
However, “I don’t think things
are either-or,” added Margaret
Scaia. “Both are very valuable…
I don’t think we have to compete
on those issues. We have to
manage those needs based on the
resources available to the people
of Silverton… we need to work on
both in a realistic way.”

Sharp exchange

“This was a fun meeting – it
was really good,” said moderator
Gary Wright, thanking the crowd
for their participation at the end of
the evening. “Folks in Silverton
are pretty outspoken, and get to
the point… hopefully you got the
questions asked you wanted, and
you learned something about the
candidates you haven’t learned
before.”
There was only one moment
of discord during the evening, and
it came with the final question to
the candidates. Don Broughton, a
perennial council critic and failed
mayoral candidate, asked Leah
Main to commit to meeting with
him to discuss the deterioration of
the footbridge.
“No, I will not meet with you,”
she said. “Our previous meetings
have ended with you speaking
extremely disrespectfully and
aggressively and abusively to
me. You can speak with staff and
they will show you what is being
done to protect the creek from the
deterioration of the covering of that
bridge.”
Broughton tried to denounce
Main at the end of the meeting but
was shouted down by the audience.
Advance polls were Wednesday,
October 5 in Silverton, while the
general election will be held on
October 15.
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SD 10 board, September 20: A four-day school week in offing?
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The first meeting of the new
school year opened with some good
news from the district superintendent.
Peter Dubinsky told the board that
enrollment this year was at 547
students – the highest in a decade in
the district.
Dubinsky also set up the board
for its big assignment for the school
year – to settle a new five-year District
Strategic Plan. Work will begin with
public and private meetings with
partner groups, stakeholders, and staff
over the coming months.
“Input from all our partner groups
will be essential for this process and
we encourage everyone to take an
active role in the planning of this
important plan for the future of the
district,” he said.

Four-day school week
study

Should students across the
district only go to class four days a
week? That’s the subject of research
underway by district staff. They’re
preparing a report for the board’s next
meeting looking at the implications of
moving to a four-day school week.
It wouldn’t be a completely
new concept for SD 10: Burton and
Edgewood Schools have both been
on the four-day cycle for some time.

Staff are looking to see how that
has turned out, as well as consulting
with the Boundary and Gulf Island
districts, which both operate on a
four-day cycle.
Trustees seemed cautious about
the topic, and made sure staff would
give the public a chance for early
input into the debate.
“Let’s make sure we let it be
known that if people have concerns,
that they [can] submit to us now to
make sure we address those concerns
in the consultation process,” said
Steve Gascon.
Dubinsky guaranteed there’d be
multiple ‘entry points’ for the public
to comment.
The report for the October 18
meeting will only outline the board’s
options. The board would still have
till February to decide the issue, but
must submit its plans to the Province
by March.

Electric buses

Students are getting to school
in the district in an environmentally
friendly way this year with the
addition of three new electric buses
to the district fleet.
The buses were delivered at
the end of August, received full
inspections and were cleared for the
district’s three routes shortly after
their arrival. Each bus can seat 76

Mayor addresses candidates’ meeting
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The pressure was off Mayor
Colin Ferguson at the Silverton
all-candidates forum on September
29, as he was acclaimed to the job
for another four years. But the
sophomore politician did add his
thoughts about issues that were
raised by citizens at the forum.
After the main question-andanswer part of the evening, he
took a few moments to add to the
answers council candidates gave
on various subjects:
He admitted the municipal
government has gone through a
rocky period, but said council had
‘planted seeds’ for a better future.
Replacing an aging watermain
“is a happening thing” this council
term, he said.
He agreed sidewalks and
bridges are “not looking great,”
and narrowing the highway to
calm traffic moving through town
is a good idea, but it would take
time, planning and money to effect
changes.
He said there were no easy
solutions to the problems between
the owner of the Silverton Inn and
council. He said it wasn’t being
ignored.
He also agreed the footbridge
over the creek needs to be replaced,
but it is “a question of money,” he
said, noting it could cost $160,000
or more to do the work.
The fibre-optic last-mile project
is another that will take money and
time. But he said it was crucial
to the health and economy of the
area, and promised communication
on the project will continue. He
said there are several initiatives,

including an improved website,
that should help keep citizens
informed on all the Village’s issues.
The health of the lake is
an issue, and there’s growing
awareness we live in a finite world,
he said. “We have to make a lot of
changes, and it’s going to be very
difficult.”
In fact, money and staffing are
the major limiting factors in many
of the projects and issues raised by
the public at the meeting, he noted.
“The Village doesn’t raise any
money… we all pay taxes, but it is
diddly squat on the budget line. We
survive on grants,” he said. “For
things like sidewalks, boulevards,
and Main Street, it’s not looking
great.”
Ultimately, residents should
know that there are limitations to
what any council can accomplish,
he said.
“The council has this much of
desire,” he said, raising his arms
wide in front of him. “And we have
this much staff,” he said, moving
his hands close together. “So we
can come up with some great ideas,
without even a beer, and we can
throw those ideas on the table. But
we only have so much staff, so
much money, and we have to fit
this much ambition into this much
reality.”
But Ferguson said all the issues
remain on the docket and he was
looking forward to working with
council to tackle them in the years
to come.

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.

passengers and can travel for 170
kilometres on a full charge.
So when trustees heard the school
district is applying for funding to get
two new diesel buses, they asked why
they were needed now, especially
since they just took delivery on three
electric buses this summer.
“Are these backup buses to the
electric buses? Are they going to be on
regular routes? Are they going to be
used instead of the electrics?” asked
Gascon. “We only have three routes.
Why do we need more than three,
except maybe backup?”
Staff told the board the district
needs five working buses to operate
regularly, given mechanical issues
and unforeseen circumstances that
can take buses off the road. Two of
the existing diesel buses are becoming
problematic, and this request would
be to replace those.
The purchase request will go
to the Province as part of a larger
$2.3 million five-year capital plan
submission that also includes new
playgrounds for two schools, and
HVAC and other electrical and
plumbing upgrades to buildings.

Daycare delay at Nakusp
Elementary

As reported in our last edition
of the Valley Voice, SD 10’s plan to
open a daycare at Nakusp Elementary
in September has been delayed.
Superintendent Dubinsky told the
board that construction deficiencies
were still being corrected, details
of workers’ inclusion in the union
collective agreement were still being
negotiated, and other issues had
set back the ribbon-cutting for the
96-seat pre-school and before- and
after-school program. He apologized
for the delay, saying they “felt badly
about that.”
“When you are the first with
anything, there are simply things
you don’t know,” he told the trustees.
“So we are working closely with

BC Public School Employers’
Association, Ministry of Education
and ChildCareBC New Spaces, CUPE
Local and International because we
want to ensure when we do open up
our doors, we have the highest quality
of care that can be provided.
“We feel the community deserves
that.”
He couldn’t give a firm date for
the re-opening, but said once the
deficiencies were corrected, licences
secured and union rules established, it
would be “as soon as possible.”

Summer projects

While students may have enjoyed
the summer holiday, it was a different
matter for the district’s maintenance
staff, Dubinsky told the board.
Crews were busy not only with the
regular summer deep cleaning, but
on major projects as well, including
construction at Nakusp Elementary,
new HVAC at Nakusp Secondary,
a new library in Burton Elementary

11

as well as duct cleaning and reflooring at the schools in Burton and
Edgewood, among other jobs.

Valley View
Golf Club
2022 Annual
General Meeting
October 30, 2022
11 am in the
clubhouse
All club members
and members
of the public
interested in
the future of
the course are
welcome to attend.

Electric Fencing Workshop

Keep your chickens, livestock, compost and fruit
trees safe from bears and other wildlife.
Join us for an electric fencing workshop on
Tuesday, October 25th from
6:30-8:30 PM at the Passmore Hall

hosted by Wildsafe BC, the VWS Bear Smart Program and
Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions.
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Nakusp candidates address variety of issues at all-candidates meeting
by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A crowd of 55 local constituents
gathered on the evening of September
28 in the Nakusp arena auditorium
to hear seven Village councillor
candidates vie for four available
positions.
Mayor Tom Zeleznik opened the
all-candidates meeting with a speech
focused on the successes of the past
four years. Zeleznik is unchallenged,
so retains his position as mayor by
acclamation.
Beyond highlighting projects
such as downtown revitalization, he
outlined challenges such as a tight
housing market, lost jobs at Box
Lake Lumber and wildfire-related
emergencies.
Council candidates were asked
to introduce themselves, detailing
what makes them great candidates
for council and what changes they
would make to the village. They were

then asked a set of five preselected
questions and questions from the
audience, on issues ranging from
Nakusp’s housing shortage to the
downtown rat problem.
Andreea Myhal
In her opening statements,
Andreea Myhal spoke of her record
as a volunteer and her desire to give
back, along with wanting to get
down to the practicalities of running
a village.
“Where do we get our utilities
from and where do our taxes go and
what does life look like now, what
will life look like 10, 20 years from
now,” she said. “We have to make
sure this community is cozy and solid
and healthy.”
To best respond to many of
the issues facing Nakusp, Myhal
said she would look at what other
communities have done to solve
similar issues. She also said she
seeks to encourage growth in local

areas by “connecting the dots”
between various organizations
trying to accomplish tasks such as
encouraging local food production.
On housing, she said Nakusp
could be “looking at examples
from other communities,” as well
as possibly developing Villageowned land and encouraging private
development. “There’s lots of
wonderful ideas out there,” she said.

Jo Law

Jo Law touted her lifestyle at the
meeting and spoke about how that
could influence the way she would
act as a council member.
“The work of a councillor takes a
great amount of care, knowledge and
connection with the community,” she
said. “These aspects are attributes
which I feel are my strengths.”
As the owner of a vegan food
truck and someone who lives in a
tiny home, Law also said she believes
in keeping it local and reducing her

carbon footprint. She thinks living
in this way can help solve the area’s
housing challenges, calling for the
building of tiny house communities.
To solve some of the village’s
other problems, including the lack
of skilled tradespeople, Law said
education is key, needing to “identify
the gaps and fill these niches.”

Mason Hough

Mason Hough outlined his
focal points for “improving life in
Nakusp,” calling for strengthening
of relations with local First Nations,
supporting young families and
“making sure housing needs of
our elders, seniors and long-term
residents are met.”
“We have a lot of land, definitely
looking to easing some of the bylaw
and red tape that are faced with some
subdividing,” he said. “So I think if
we could open up some of that land
it would definitely benefit a lot of
people.”
Mason did later caution he
thought it was “a bit of a slippery
slope there” with development and
he wanted to avoid larger projects.
“Obviously we want to continue with
this small town vibe here. I don’t
know how much we want to attract
developers.”
Another issue Hough spoke up
about was climate change. His ideas
to deal with this revolved around
educating the community to be more
environmentally conscious.

Victoria Youmans

In her opening statement,
Victoria Youmans gave a list of five
issues she would like to focus on as a
council member: “the downtown pest
issue, housing and affordable living,
job creation and families, children’s
and seniors’ programs, and bringing
events to our area.”
Youmans said these topics were
based on her experience living in
Nakusp and on conversations with
other locals, and that solutions would
come from getting together with
community members to “buckle
down and work together.”
Youmans said that to bring
developers to the area, Nakusp needs
to focus on quality of life, saying the
town needs “to have more things for
families, to attract people to want to
come long-term.”
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“Find ways to keep people here,
to want to come here. So if that’s
attracting contractors, we have to
attract his or her family,” she said.

Aidan McLaren-Caux

As the only incumbent councillor
running for re-election, Aiden
McLaren-Caux said he was proud
of the accomplishments of the
current council and laid out a very
specific list of objectives for the
next term. These included improving
recreational infrastructure, working
on the business model for the hot
springs, working with a local housing
society to develop more units, getting
more value out of forestry and
supporting destination marketing for
the tourism industry.
With all that, he said, “we need
to be mindful of our impact on the
world around us.”
This extends to other work he is
interested in as a council member,
including the goal of the Village
becoming carbon neutral by 2050.
He offered concrete plans for this,
such as improving electric vehicle
infrastructure.
“The future is coming whether
we like it or not,” he said.

Tina Knooihuizen

Though Tina Knooihuizen said
Nakusp doesn’t need major changes
and is already a “healthy and vibrant
thriving village,” she did outline
some issues to work on. Those
include housing, more industry, and
medical and ambulatory care. To
help find solutions to these problems,
she pledges to engage with the
community on a personal level.
Of her approach to council,
she says “I would much rather sit
down one-on-one and connect over
coffee.”
On housing, Knooihuizen hopes
to have studies done to help solve
land use issues and to figure out how
to bring developers to Nakusp.
“Attracting developers is
necessary to improve the housing
situation,” she said. “I know we
have a challenge with the island-like
location we have.”

Dawn (Dolly) Edwards

Dolly Edwards said in her
opening statement that Nakusp
needs “balanced growth to survive,”
hoping to tackle the issues of housing
and jobs in tandem.
“I want our population to have
well-paying jobs and we desperately
need affordable housing for young
families, professionals and seniors,”
she said.
Edwards said that it is hard to get
a contractor in Nakusp, feeding into
the issue of a lack of housing.
“It’s hard to get your gutter fixed
or your window cleaned or your steps
repaired. Everyone is so flat-out busy
– and part of it may be the housing
issue, that people aren’t here, aren’t
able to live here,” she said.
While working through these
issues, Edwards said she wants to
keep an eye toward “preserving our
gorgeous and natural environment.”
Her ideas included promoting
electric vehicles, e-bikes and
building smaller dwellings to lessen
the carbon footprint.
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Fall comes to Vallican with celebration of harvest time
submitted
The Vallican Whole Community
Centre has a busy autumn in store,
with several exciting community
events scheduled this October.
On Saturday, October 8, the
Whole invites the community to
come and co-create the beloved

Locavore’s Feast, a local-foodforward potluck that celebrates the
farmers and foodshed of the Slocan
Valley. Locavore’s is a long-standing
tradition at the Vallican Whole, and
always promises a delicious meal.
Doors open at 5:30, with dinner
starting at 6 pm. Admission is a

generous dish to share, made with
local-as-you-can ingredients. RARTS
will also gratefully accept cash
donations.
There will be alcohol and a
seasonal mocktail for sale, and after
dinner the community is invited to
join ‘Six Slocan Minutes,’ a timed

Artifacts reflecting the mining history of the Slocan Valley have been placed on the newly landscaped boulevard in front of the Silvery Slocan
Museum in New Denver. This new exhibit was made possible through support of the Village of New Denver Public Works, donations of materials and
labour by Frank Barnes, the Harding family estate (Silverton) and members of the Silvery Slocan Historical Society. Alvie Bouillet did the welding.

open mic where almost anything
goes! There will also be a pie auction,
door prizes, and plenty of fun and
community on hand.
On Saturday, October 15, RARTS
is pleased to host local filmmaker
Nancy Rosenblum, for a screening of
her short films featuring local artists
Peter Vogelaar, Slava Doval, Clinton
Swanson, Noèmi Kiss, and Robin
Wiltse. All artists will be present for
a Q&A following the screening.
Rosenblum has been making
video portraits of artists in the
Kootenays for over 10 years. The
What Makes An Artist Tick? Tour
is a celebration of some of those
artists and their work. Doors are at
6:30, screening starts at 7 pm, and
admission is a suggested donation
of $10. The tour is supported by
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural

Alliance.
On Sunday, October 16, the
Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council is hosting a throat-singing
workshop with artist and experimental
musician Arrington De Dionyso.
The workshop starts at 3 pm, and
explores throat singing technique
and multiphonic vocal performance.
Participants will leave the workshop
with an enhanced understanding
of the expressive capacity of the
voice across cultures, and the tools
to expand their own voices beyond
everyday speaking and singing.
The workshop is $40 to attend and
participants can register by emailing
svcarts@gmail.com.
To keep up to date with events at
the Vallican Whole, to volunteer, or
to organize your own happening, visit
www.vallicanwhole.com.

Our office is permanently moving
to 316 Broadway Street (previously
Meritxell Books) as of January 2023.
We will temporarily be located at
412 Broadway Street (beside Bella
Soriah Restaurant) from October
1st - December 31st.
The staff and management are
remaining the same and we can’t
wait to see you in our new location.
Thank you for the continued
support.

Phyllis Del Puppo with her new novel, Bucket Walkers.

Valley history on tap with author readings at Slocan library
submitted
The Slocan Community Library
is pleased to announce a live and
in-person author reading event on
Sunday, October 23 at 1 pm. This free
event will be held at the WE Graham
Community School in the library.
Local authors Phyllis Del Puppo and
Greg Nesteroff will be reading.
Phyllis Del Puppo has recently
had her first self-published novel
released, Bucket Walkers. Phyllis is a
longtime Slocan resident. She and her
husband raised their family in Slocan
and are both avid volunteers in the
local community. If you pay a visit
to the Slocan Community Library,
you might find Phyllis busy behind
the computer or shelving books.
Bucket Walkers tells of a large family
growing up in the Kootenays during
the 1950s. The novel focuses on a
particular day when the 11 siblings
go out huckleberry picking, and how
the chain of events that day affects the
children and the whole community.
Greg Nesteroff was born and
raised in the Kootenays. Greg is a
news reporter, blogger and a longtime
Kootenay historian. Greg, along with
fellow history buff Eric Brighton,
have compiled countless black and
white photos taken in the Kootenays
from the 1860s to the 1950s. The end
result became a book entitled The Lost

Kootenays, published and released in
2021. Greg’s presentation will include
a slide presentation.
The library volunteers hope to see
you in attendance for an hour of free
entertainment. Come out and support

your local library and local authors.
Greg and Phyllis will both have their
books available for purchase. The
school doors will open at 12:30 and
the event will get started at 1 pm
sharp.

Madeleine Perriere
Don’t forget to vote on
October 15

Knowledgeable, Fair, Committed
Authorized by Madeleine Perriere
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Edgewood Fire Department: Lois Wood, Andy Holmberg, Shameen Prentice, Ben Bontron, Jennifer Irmen, Floyd Webber, Bill Dummett, Harry Tensen,
Lisle Edwards, Kit Roebuck, Brady Milne, Lorne Haggart, Dan Cole (from Vernon Communications to present the department with radios supplied by the
Kenwood Care grant). Not in photo: Blair Volansky, Kurtis Hopp, Lucien Michaud, Karen Dummett (treasurer), Charmayne Edwards (secretary).

Fauquier Fire Department - Front row: Sylvia Montgomery, Wendy Smith, Todd Smith, Nico Russdale. Back row: David Bruce, Al Brown, Chris
Galea, Donovan Montgomery, Dan Thompson, Bubbs, Mathew Feiffer. Not in photo: Alex Jenkins, Judd Mighton, Owen Quigley, Cathy Quigley.
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Nakusp Fire Department - Front Row: Bri McQuair, Michael Le Couteur, Dan Abraham, Jesse Edwards, Tyler Leeson, Craig Kiyono, Kevin
Starratt, Taylor Cooke, Lt. Art Olson, Chief Terry Warren, Gord Hogaboam, Deputy Chief Reg Gustafson, Craig Courchesne, Greg Bobicki, John
Guild, Tom Zeleznik, Capt. Shawn Noury. Back row: Capt. Richard Cann, Keith Greenhalf, Keara Shepherd, Lt. James Peterson, Lee Orr, Ken
Barisoff. Not in photo: Capt. Bill Regner, Gordy Matchett, Arnie Herridge, Bob Cann, Dean Zanier, Ledger Coates, Noel Ballard, Scott Baker.

Kaslo Fire Department - Back row: Kailen Coghlan, Orion Cooper, Marty Cyr, Alanna Zabel, Brian Montgomery. Front
row: Andrew Summerfield, Quinn Sethi, Kristi Gazzard, Doug Yee. Not in photo: Kendrick Lawless, Geoffrey Halliday,
Ethan Dewar, Ian Dunlop, Aurora Smith and First Responders Robyn Skobalski, Glen Skobalski, Jaeden Woodland.
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Slocan Fire Department - Back row: Assistant Chief Bergmann, Captains Froehlich and Garnier, Fire Chief Lindsay, Firefighters Avramzon,
Whitehouse, Dunfield, Gorrissen. Front row: Firefighters Oversby, Johnson, Coenen. Not in photo: Captain Marr, Firefighters White, Thompson
(LOA), Rimmer, Price, Peace, and Meraz.

New Denver Fire Department - Ric Bardati (Captain), Doug Fischer (Deputy Fire Chief), Richard Harwood, Bree Lillies, Leonard Casley
(Training Officer), Tyler Paynton, Mercedes Hicks (Captain), Derek Hicks (Fire Chief), Roy Duncan. Not in photo: Robby James, Alvie Bouillet,
Jordan Deakoff, Jamie Grierson (Captain), Calvin Reitmeier, Nigel Thomas (Captain), Eli Collier, Jonas Hrebeniuk, Marie Yurychuk, Devon
Duerichen, Isaac Carter.

Passmore Fire Department - Front row: Fire Chief Gord Ihlen, Deputy Chief Peter Kabel, Krista Nenn. Middle row: Bradley Kinakin, Lt.
Kim Daley, Asst. Chief Mark Van Giessel, Wanda Santos, Alex Bayoff. Back row: Rose Velisek, Callum Brown, Capt. Phil MacDonald, Marly
MacDonald, Brad Braun, Peggy Frith. Not in photo: Eddie Seth, Corrina Calvert -Smith, Julie Winters, Liam Egan, Nina Hilburn.
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“Thank you to all of the hardworking and
dedicated firefighters for their commitment
to keeping our communities safe!”
Eric’s Meat Market
425 Front Street, Kaslo BC V0G 1M0
250-353-2436

Winlaw Fire Department - Aldo VanEyk, Lt. Cory Bloomfield (training officer), Giacomo Carere, Nikko Snyder, Chief Steph Whitney,
Jason McVean, Capt. Sean Landers, Capt. Tony Kolesnikoff. Not in photo: Jerry Harrison, Lt. Kevin Patience, Sid Floyd, Evan Walker,
Josh Zukewich, Chris Oliver.

Fire Prevention Week
Reproduced from NFPA’s Fire
Prevention Week website
This year is the 100th
anniversary of Fire Prevention
Week! Learn about the simple
but important things you can do
to keep yourself and those around
you safe from fire.
This year’s theme – ‘Fire
won’t wait; plan your escape’
– highlights the importance of
working together with people
with whom you live and work to
be better prepared to prevent and
survive a fire in your home or
workplace. Today’s homes burn
faster than ever. You may have as
little as two minutes (or even less
time) to safely escape a home fire
from the time the smoke alarm
sounds. Your ability to get out of
a home during a fire depends on
early warning from smoke alarms
and advance planning.
It’s important for everyone
to plan and practice a home fire
escape. Everyone needs to be
prepared in advance, so that they
know what to do when the smoke
alarm sounds. Given that every
home is different, every home fire
escape plan will also be different.
Have a plan for everyone in the
home. Children, older adults,
and people with disabilities may

need assistance to wake up and
get out. Make sure that someone
will help them.
Fire losses have dropped
significantly in Canada. No firerelated death has been reported
since 2004. However, we must
remain vigilant to continue to
prevent fire losses, injuries and
deaths.
Statistics for this year show
an increase in the number of fire
incidents in residential family
dwellings implicating devices
powered by lithium ion batteries.
Always follow manufacturer’s
instructions that come with the

device and only use the battery
that is designed for the device.
During Fire Prevention Week,
everyone is encouraged to team
up with family to complete a
fire safety inspection of your
home, spotting potential dangers,
and developing and practicing
a fire escape plan in order to be
prepared to react correctly if a
fire strikes.
Vi s i t t h e N a t i o n a l F i r e
Protection Association’s official
Fire Prevention Week website
for tons of great information,
activities, ideas, resources and
more.

Reproduced from NFPA’s Fire
Prevention Week website
• Make sure your plan meets
the needs of all your household
members, including those with
sensory or physical disabilities.
• Smoke alarms should be
installed inside every sleeping
room, outside each separate
sleeping area, and on every level
of your home. Smoke alarms
should be interconnected so when
one sounds, they all sound.

• Know at least two ways out
of every room, if possible. Make
sure all doors and windows open
easily.
• Have an outside meeting
place a safe distance from your
home where everyone should
meet.
• Practice your home fire drill
at least twice a year with everyone
in the household, including guests.
Practice at least once during the
day and at night.

Home fire escape
planning tips
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Better at Home program to expand to Slocan Valley
by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Seniors in the Slocan Valley should
soon be able to get a helping hand. The

United Way’s Better at Home program
is set to expand into an area covering
Crescent Valley up to New Denver.
Cathy Holmes, the provincial

Re-Elect Molly
Leathwood

for ReasonableResponsible-Resilient
representation
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community planner for ‘Better at Home’
expansion, spoke to a crowd of about 35
interested seniors at the Slocan Legion
Hall on September 21 to outline the
program and take questions.
“We support older adults so that
they can have better and more control
over their lives,” Holmes told the crowd,
helping “support the non-medical needs
of seniors, helping them stay active,
connected and engaged.”
The program works in tandem
with local host organizations to provide
services from light housekeeping to
snow shoveling for seniors who are
unable to do these tasks themselves.
Services are provided by volunteers,
paid contractors and employees of host
organizations, and are offered on a
sliding scale, with seniors earning below
$18,000 per year paying nothing at all.
Marilyn James, the Smum iem
Matriarch of the Autonomous Sinixt
opened the presentation while summing
up the need.

“It’s really an honour to serve our
elders in our community,” she said.
“We as elders stand together in our
community to take care of one another.
You know yourselves there are people
who could or should be sitting in this
room who need these services.”
Asked for comments, members
of the audience told of their personal
experiences.
“I fell off my roof last winter
shoveling snow,” said Slocan Valley
resident Daphne Fields. She says she just
wants “to stay in my home, which I’ve
spent all my life to build up.”
During the past few years, Holmes
said that throughout the province they
have seen the participation rate for
Better at Home double, something she
attributes to the effect of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“We saw that during COVID these
numbers were so huge,” she said.
Knowing Better at Home had
been looking into expanding into the

region, Co-Executive Directors of
the WE Graham Community Service
Society Miryam Bishop and Chantal
Smith reached out to help get the ball
rolling and put this engagement session
together.
After seeing gaps in services for
older adults, Bishop said she “began
knocking on Better at Home’s door.”
WEGCSS is looking to become
the host organization and potentially
hire coordinators to help cover the New
Denver and Silverton areas as well as
the lower Slocan Valley. Bishop said the
next step is for the United Way to invite
her organization to apply and she would
hope to have services up and running in
the New Year.
“I think it’s exciting that WE
Graham is taking the lead on this,” said
attendee Ann Harvey, who is also a
board member with the Slocan Valley
Housing Society. “We have a hope of
coordinating the various services in the
Valley to improve them all around.”

by Carla Nemiroff
Sunshine and the sound of
drumming greeted well over 100
people, many wearing bright orange
T-shirts, who gathered at Nakusp’s
community park on September 30 to
honour the second National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation. Also known
as Orange Shirt Day, September 30 is
“a day to honour and uphold survivors
and intergenerational survivors of the
Indian residential school system, and to
commemorate those who didn’t return
home.”
The day began with a sage smudge
for everyone present, followed by
drumming and the singing of the
Turtle Song by Raeanna Sinclair. Two
large grandmother drums were played
throughout the day, as were a collection
of several hand drums made by SD 10
elementary students.
The first speech by Medicine Bear
described the painful history of land
theft, broken treaties and poverty for
First Nations. “I am sorry if what I say
makes you uncomfortable, but it is the
way change will happen, when we feel
uncomfortable,” he said, suggesting that
non-Indigenous people visit First Nations
communities and offer whatever help
they can as a way to heal relationships
with one another.
Visual artist and dancer Delrée
Dumont performed the Grandmother
Dance, and led a large number of the
audience in the Friendship Round Dance.

Her beautiful women’s traditional regalia
was created by several women from
across Canada. Now living in Galena
Bay, Delrée is originally from the Onion
Lake First Nation.
Michael Garvey from the Circle of
Indigenous Nations Society (COINS),
gave a presentation on the medicine
wheel, an ancient Indigenous world
concept of relationship, and used in the
programs offered by COINS.
Half Moon Woman Pat Bruderer,
master birch bark biting artist, presented
a slide show and live demonstration of
her art. Based in Nakusp but hailing
from Churchill Manitoba and the Peter
Ballantyne Cree Nation in Saskatchewan,
she has exhibited her work across
Canada and internationally.
Amayanankhedtoo Maurice Trudel,
who is Cree and Métis now living in the
Slocan Valley and a riveting storyteller,
recounted the ancient story How the
Buffalo Saved the Two-Leggeds to the
delight of young and old alike. Maurice
also displayed his buffalo hide, hand
drum, cedar flute, traditional leather
clothing and sacred objects.
Making bannock for everyone was
a team effort, and it was served with
homemade jams and tea, donated by
local partners. There was a workshop
in dreamcatcher making, a table where

children created paintings with little hand
and footprints that said ‘Every Child
Matters.’ There was also an impressive
display by the Arrow Lakes Historical
Society, including ancient artifacts found
at village sites around Galena Bay, and a
display by the Nakusp Library of relevant
books in their collection.
In 2021, the day was commemorated
at the beach in Nakusp by a smaller
group. This year, several organizations
and individuals got on board. Event
co-organizer Murray Peglar said “I
work with the Creative Connections
program at ASLCS (Arrow and Slocan
Lakes Community Services). We are
just support allies, helping different
indigenous partners in the community
on this event.”
Co-organizer Lisa Dery said, “I
was moved by the level of community
participation, smudging, drumming and
dancing. It speaks to the progressive
community that we have in our
region. I think it was healing for First
Nations people who got to participate.
Symbolically, it was active healing of
the body and spirit.”
The organizers also acknowledged
the very important support of Columbia
Basin Trust and Arrow Lakes Health
Care Auxiliary who provide funding
for vital community groups and events.

A sense of healing at Nakusp’s National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

Visual artist and dancer Delrée Dumont performed the Grandmother Dance.
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A Local Conservation Fund will benefit the Slocan Valley: KCP
submitted by Kootenay Conservation
Program
Across the province, Local
Conservation Funds are an
approach that a growing number of
communities and local governments
are taking. Local Conservation Funds
provide much-needed financial
support for important local projects
that contribute to the health of
wildlife, habitat and water.
The Columbia Valley Local
Conservation Fund, established in
2008 in the East Kootenay, was
the first of its kind in Canada’s
history. Residents there agreed, by

referendum, to pay a parcel tax of $20
per parcel per year to this dedicated
fund for conservation projects.
The service was so successful
the Columbia Valley’s Regional
Directors voted unanimously to
remove the sunset clause before the
service was due to expire in 2018.
The Local Conservation Fund on
Kootenay Lake was established by
referendum in 2014 in the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
Electoral Areas A, D and E. Over five
years, this fund has already provided
almost a half million dollars in grants
to local conservation projects with

Voters in RDCK Area H will have the opportunity to decide whether to vote in favour of the
Local Conservation Fund in the October 15, 2022 referendum.

proven long-term benefits. The fund
has also generated over four times
that amount in leveraged funding
and in-kind support, meaning each
$15 that residents have paid per
parcel has multiplied into $75 on
the ground.
Examples of the important
projects that have received funding
include incentives for local farmers
to steward their land for habitat as
well as food production, cost-share
electric fencing to reduce conflicts
with grizzly bears, fish habitat
restoration, creation of native plant
meadows to increase pollinators,
and the acquisition of important local

properties like Cottonwood Lake.
“We have seen the benefits
of the Local Conservation Fund
service in the Columbia Valley
and Kootenay Lake areas of the
Kootenays” says Juliet Craig, KCP
program director. “Not only do the
projects benefit wildlife and habitats,
but the leveraging of additional
funds has economic benefits like the
creation of jobs and work for local
businesses and contractors.”
These Local Conservation
Funds in the Kootenays have been
so successful that the South and
North Okanagan followed suit and
established this service, and many
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other areas of the province are
looking to adopt this approach.
Voters in RDCK Area H will
have the opportunity to decide
whether to vote in favour of the Local
Conservation Fund in the October
15, 2022 referendum.
“A Local Conservation Fund is a
powerful opportunity to turn a modest
contribution into larger achievements
that will benefit local communities
now and for generations to come” says
Craig. “We hope residents of the Slocan
Valley recognize these benefits”.
For more information, visit www.
kootenayconservation.ca/LCF-AreaH-referendum.
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VILLAGE OF Slocan council, September 19:
NEW DENVER Affordable housing location changed

Notice to Electors of an Alternative Approval Process

This notice is the first of two notices to advise electors in the Village of New
Denver of the intention to adopt Loan Authorization Bylaw 741, 2022. The
purpose of the bylaw is to borrow an amount not to exceed $1,191,000.00
to finance the cost to establish two new drinking water source wells in a new
location and decommissioning the two old existing wells, that will be repaid
over a period not to exceed 25 years. It is estimated that the borrowing
will result in an increase to utility bills for the average residential property
of $180.00 per year. Establishing two new wells and decommissioning the
two old wells will improve and protect water quality, improve flows, increase
capacity, add redundancy, and allow for residential and economic growth.
We have applied for grant funding to off-set this project cost, but need
to have borrowing authorization in place in case our grant application is
unsuccessful. A copy of Bylaw 741, 2022 and a summary of the proposal
are available from the Village of New Denver office, 115 Slocan Ave, New
Denver, BC, during each business day of the week between 9:00 am and
4:00 pm.
The Village of New Denver proposes to proceed with adopting Loan
Authorization Bylaw 741, 2022, unless, by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November
21, 2022, at least 10 percent of the electors in the Village of New Denver
sign an elector response form opposing the implementation of the proposal
unless the municipal council holds a vote.
The number of elector responses required to prevent the local government
from proceeding unless a vote is held is estimated to be 57. A report
respecting the basis on which this determination was made is available
upon request from the local government.
Elector responses are required to be submitted to the local government on
forms that can be obtained during regular business hours from the Village
of New Denver office at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC. The form
can also be downloaded from the Village of New Denver’s website at: www.
newdenver.ca The only elector response forms that will be accepted by the
local government are the ones provided by the Village of New Denver, or
an accurate copy of the form.
Only electors of the Village of New Denver are eligible to sign the elector
response forms. There are two types of electors – resident electors and
non-resident property electors.
Resident Elector: When signing an elector response form during
an AAP, a resident elector must: be 18 years of age or older; be a
Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia for at least six months;
have lived in the jurisdiction (e.g. municipality or electoral area) for
at least 30 days; live in the area defined for the AAP; and, not be
disqualified under the Local Government Act, or any other enactment
from voting in a local election, or be otherwise disqualified by law.
Non-resident Property Elector: When signing an elector response
form during an AAP, a non-resident property elector must: be at least
18 years of age; be a Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia
for at least six months; have owned property in the jurisdiction (e.g.
municipality or electoral area) for at least 30 days; own property in
the area defined for the AAP; and, not be disqualified under the Local
Government Act, or any other enactment from voting in a local election,
or be otherwise disqualified by law.
Note: Only one non-resident property elector may sign an elector
response form per property, regardless of how many people own the
property; and, that owner must have the written consent of a majority
of the other property owner(s) to sign the response form on their
behalf. Property owned in whole or in part by a corporation does
not qualify under the non-resident property elector provisions.
Resident electors signing the elector response form must provide their
name and address.
Non-resident property electors must provide their name and the address
of the property in relation to which they are entitled to register as a nonresident property elector. The local government will not share the information
on the form with anyone other than the Corporate Officer, or other person
designated by the Corporate Officer.
For more information on elector qualifications, please contact the Village
of New Denver or see the Voter’s Guide to Local Government Elections in
B.C., available from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing or online
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/
governance-powers/general-local-elections/voter-eligibility-voting
For further information please contact the Village of New Denver by calling
250-358-2316 or emailing office@newdenver.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

New site for housing

The Village is changing the
location of the community’s
affordable housing project. In an incamera meeting in August, council
voted to move the Slocan housing
project from a lot at the corner of
Giffin Avenue and Slocan Street to
the former curling club lands.
A community committee first
began planning for a housing project
in 2017, and settled on an eight-unit
building that would have a mix
of one-, two-, and three-bedroom
units. Council approved rezoning
the site for the project in March
2020, but faced intense pressure
from neighbours, who opposed the
location.
Among the issues raised were the
increase in traffic the project would
cause, how problem tenants would
be managed, and the impact on
property values. There was concern
about water pressure, septic systems,
residents using drugs and upkeep of
the properties.
Last year, council tabled the
rezoning effort to gather more
feedback from the community.
When a survey found that the
majority of Slocan residents were
in favour of building affordable
housing, the Village successfully
applied for project funding from
BC Housing. But with continued
pressure from neighbours, council
decided to see if they could find a
different location for the project, and
settled on the old curling club lands.
“The Village has been working
closely with [housing consultant]
M’akola and BC Housing, and both
are very optimistic about the location
change,” says a staff report. “The
new location would provide better
access, and is directly adjacent
to family amenities such as the
school, outdoor recreation, and the
downtown core.”

Water study

The Village is going to undertake
a study to try to get a handle on its
water use. At an in-camera meeting
in June, council authorized staff to
apply for a federal gas tax grant to
create a ‘master water plan’ for the
Village.
The village has a water use
problem. In summer months, the
average Slocan resident uses 10
times the water of the average

Canadian – about enough to fill
an Olympic-sized swimming pool
every day. The master water plan will
assess the health and capacity of the
water distribution system, do a leak
detection survey, assess ground water
quality, water supply, and consider
long-term plans for water treatment.
“Generally, completion of
the master water plan will define
direction for improvements to the
water system (source, treatment,
storage, distribution) for the next
20+ years, and will identify the core
projects and costs associated,” says
a report from staff. It will also put
the Village in a good position to
make future applications for capital
funding grants to carry out those
projects.

Non-motorized river?

A woman spearheading an effort
to get motorized watercraft off the
Slocan River took her case to Slocan
Village council last meeting. Judy
McMahon told council she launched
the effort to get federal regulators to
ban motorized boats from the river
several years ago. Since then, she has
been in touch with local politicians,
community groups and government
agencies to move the effort forward.
McMahon’s next steps include
building support from agencies and
beginning the complex application
process – something that is expected
to take many years, if not decades,
to complete.
Despite some concerns about
a complete motorized ban, council
did decide to send a letter of initial
support for the initiative.

Breakwater blues

Council heard that the 15-yearold breakwater off Slocan Beach
has seen better days. Council hired
a professional dive team to inspect
the breakwater earlier this summer,
and their report had some good and
bad news for the steel and wood
structure.
“Overall condition of the steel
pontoon is excellent,” says the staff
summary report. While the anchor
chains, ballast blocks and other parts
of the structure were in good shape,
there was some rot, and the location
of the breakwater made it susceptible
to rough weathering when water
levels drop.
“The main problem is that the
position of the breakwater cannot
be easily or safely adjusted to
compensate for changes in the lake

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES
Please check the Village of New Denver website regularly for information
and updates.
Information added this week includes:
• Loan Authorization Alternative Approval Process
• Arbour Day Information
115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

levels,” the report continues. “As a
result, during low water, one pontoon
is grounded and subject to damage by
rubbing on the lake bed.”
The consultants are now coming
up with possible solutions and a price
tag for the work to be done. Their
report is expected in October.
Slow down, Slocan
A letter from the RCMP’s
detachment commander for the
region has prompted council to
lower the speed limit around the
community park. Corporal Tom
Gill wrote to council earlier this
summer saying he’d been getting
requests from citizens for the speed
limit to be lowered from 40 km/
hour around the Recreation Park
to 30 km/hour. Lowering the speed
limit, he suggested, could provide
“a great opportunity to make the
Village of Slocan an even more
friendly community for cyclists and
pedestrians.”
Councillors spent the last couple
of months canvassing the community
about the suggestion, and even
mulled the idea of turning the entire
village into a 30 km zone. However,
they decided in the end to just stick
to the streets around the park. If the
reaction is positive, they can always
expand the slower zone, they noted.

Dinner for the
Cultured Soul
fundraiser

submitted
The Kootenay Gallery is on the
move to a new location in Castlegar
city centre. Before we can get there,
the board and staff need to raise money.
You can help us move toward
this goal by attending Dinner for the
Cultured Soul. The dinner will be
held on Saturday, October 29 at the
Nineteenth, located at the Castlegar
Golf Course at 1602 Aaron Road
in Ootischenia. Guests will enjoy
a complimentary glass of bubbly,
an array of hot appetizers, and a
catered three-course gourmet meal
prepared and served by the staff of the
Nineteenth. There are both vegetarian
and meat options.
How much are tickets, you
wonder? The cost ranges anywhere
from between $15 up to $75. At the
start of the evening, you will be given
an envelope. Throughout the course
of the event, diners will be given
instructions to swap envelopes with
other guests. At the end of the evening,
everyone will open their envelopes
and revealed within is the price for
the event. It is a fundraiser, so most of
the tickets are weighted towards the
higher end.
Along with the dinner, there will
be music by the Rob Funk Duo, a
silent auction, a live auction for a golf
package and more. It is an elegant
evening of chance and entertainment.
Join us in this opportunity to help us
raise money for the new building.
To register or find out more
information, contact the Gallery at
250-365-3337 by October 14.
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RDCK board, September 22: Curbside recycling survey for rural residents
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Rural residents are going to be asked
if they support paying for curbside pickup
of their organic waste.
“With the successful start of the
Town of Creston curbside collection
organics program, the board directed
staff to proceed with Phase 2 of the
consultation for the proposed rural
curbside collection services of garbage
and organic waste,” says a release from
the regional government.
Residents of Electoral Areas A, B,
C, E, F, G, H, I and J will be asked about
their level of support for the program,
which may cost between $180 and $240
per household annually. Residents of the
Villages of Salmo and Slocan will also be
asked about participating in the program.
Grant funding is in place to cover the cost
of the consultation.
More than 15,000 households may be
eligible for coverage under the organics
collection program. Both the Province
and regional officials say establishing

curbside organics collection will divert
waste from landfills, extending the life of
the facilities. It will also help cut a major
source of greenhouse gas production by
local governments – rotting food waste
in landfills.
The second phase of consultation will
take place in the first quarter of 2023. If
there’s enough support for the program,
the board could vote to establish the
service as soon as next April. Operations
could begin as early as May 2024, a staff
report says.

Dog control

The RDCK’s dog control service
is expanding to the southern part of the
regional district.
“In order to address dangerous dog
issues in the region, the board authorizes
staff to prepare a service establishment
bylaw for dog control services within
Electoral Areas A, B and C,” says an
RDCk release. “The bylaw would provide
statutory authority to act and be responsive
to dog complaints from the community.”
A study by staff estimated it would

cost taxpayers in the three districts – which
surround the southern Kootenay Lake and
rural Creston-- about $40,000 in total to
fund the service for the next five years.
Currently, the RDCK provides dog control
services in Electoral Areas E, F, I, J and K,
and the director for Area H told the board
he was looking into the service expanding
into the Slocan Valley as well.

Bus blues studied

Residents throughout the RDCK have
dealt with cancelled BC Transit routes
over the last two years due to a number of
issues, including staff shortage. Some of
the worst-hit areas were the Arrow Lakes
region, Nakusp and the Slocan Valley.
There, problems with hiring saw hundreds
of cancelled bus runs during the height of
the pandemic, disrupting schedules for
weeks at a time.
A few months ago, the head of transit
provider NextGen told RDCK directors
the worst of the problem had been solved.
But at the last board meeting, the board
directed staff to prepare a report about
the cancelled routes in 2021 and 2022 “in

order to determine how to better service
RDCK communities,” says a release from
the RDCK.
The goal is to share this report with
BC Transit and NextGen Transit to help
find a solution to the service disruptions
and ensure residents are able to get where
they need to go, whether it is work, the
grocery store or visiting friends and family.

Grants

Community development grants
aren’t generally let out by the RDCK
during an election period, so as to keep
the process as free of politics as possible.
But an exception is made for the Areas that
won’t have a vote because their director
was acclaimed.
-- That’s the case for Area H and K,
whose directors gave a total of $6,000
to help NACFOR (Nakusp and Area
Community Forest) host this year’s
BC Community Forest Association
Conference AGM.
“The conference is an important event
for community forests to connect and
network, as well as a great opportunity

to showcase the Kootenays to others
from across the province,” says the
grant application. “Over 150 forest
managers and directors, local, regional and
provincial government representatives and
forest industry professionals and experts
will gather in Nakusp for this three-day
event.”
Outgoing Area K director Paul
Peterson provided $4,000 for the event,
and Area H Director Walter Popoff
provided $2,000. The conference is being
held October 19-21.
A second grant was a bit unusual:
the RDCK granted itself $2,461 from the
Community Development Fund (really,
an internal transfer) to cover the cost of
a mail-out being sent to residents of Area
H. The mail-out has information regarding
the upcoming vote on whether the area
should join the Local Conservation Fund.
Not facing an election in his area
either, Area I Director Andy Davidoff
gave $5,000 in Community Development
Funds towards the purchase of land for the
proposed new regional park in Krestova.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

NAKUSP & AREA

Key to a thriving local economy

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky

and recycled fabric MINI TIPI blankets are now 25% off • ANIAN is our newest
eco-fashion brand and we’re excited to introduce them. All of their classic
clothing is made of recycled wool or cotton textiles right here in BC. Come in
and check them out! • Our bookshelves are still chock full of quality books for
all ages, and our gazebo on Main still has great natural fibre clothing deals as
well as sale books and Putumayo CDs • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to
see you soon! • RavensNestBC.com • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Wilds of Canada Cycle

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Bicycle sales and service

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Sunnyside Naturals

SLOCAN

Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

New hours: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Closed Sundays • Our biggest blanket sale
ever is happening now! Select wool and organic cotton blankets from Klippan

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sundays 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Wide Spot:
That’s not fair
by Therese DesCamp

Growing up number six in a
family with eight kids, I put a great
deal of stock in fairness. There was
constant jockeying for my share of
whatever was on offer – time, energy,

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

dessert, privileges. I remember
wailing at my parents more than
once, “That’s not fair!”
When I think about the engine
that drives suffering – be that
suffering local disputes or family
fights – that engine is often powered
by a sense of unfairness. “She should
have let me have it,” “That’s not what
Dad promised,” “They should trust
us,” “He started it,” “We should have
had input.” Every single one of these
statements asserts that there’s an
objective standard of fairness which
should be recognized and honoured.
Unfortunately, what’s fair often
depends on where you’re standing.
What looks fair at the level of a
provincial ministry doesn’t feel fair
in a rural village. What looks fair to
a parent doesn’t feel fair to a child.
What looks fair to an administrator
doesn’t feel fair to an employee.
It’s not just about our perspective
or some abstract standard of justice,
though. The idea of fairness is
knotted in with our expectations and
desires for the future. One friend
calls expectation a “premeditated
resentment” because whenever we
hold too tightly to our ideas about
how life should unfold, then it feels
unfair when our desires aren’t met.
This leads us to interpret another’s
behavior as an intentional harm
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when it’s often simply a different
understanding. What gives it a charge
is our emotional reaction to being
denied something we want.
Now, just to make the idea of
fairness even more interesting and
complex, our self-worth enters the
fray. If you don’t treat me the way I
think I deserve to be treated, it must
be because you undervalue me.
That’s really what made me wail at
my parents all those years ago: the
fear that I was less beloved because I
wasn’t allowed the same freedoms or

privileges as my older siblings. That
my mom didn’t care that my brother
started the whole fight. That I really
deserved that extra dessert.
All of this makes the idea of
fairness a snarled mess. The only
way we can extricate ourselves from
ceaselessly chewing on questions
about what we deserve, who’s to
blame and whether we’re valued is
to look at the bigger picture. Can
you imagine yourself in the other
person’s position? Can you see the
bigger picture? Can you understand

that other people’s choices are
usually not about you?
Now, a heartfelt plea. Feel
like throwing a tantrum because
something isn’t fair? Don’t. If you
want the utmost respect from others,
behave with the utmost respect to
others. As my mom used to say, if
you want to be treated like a big kid,
act like a big kid.
Of course, the real truth is that
I never wanted things to be fair. I
wanted to be special. Sound familiar?
As my sister would say, get over it.

by Jan McMurray
On Truth and Reconciliation
Day, a rally was held up Russel
Creek Forest Service Road in the
Slocan Valley, where Interfor is
currently logging.
“The Autonomous Sinixt have
asked for an immediate stop to oldgrowth logging on their territory,”
states a post on the ‘Forests for the
Future Slocan Valley’ Facebook
page.
A camp was set up on Wednesday

evening, and loggers “were asked
to come back once they have
consulted with local environmental
organizations and have informed
consent by the Autonomous Sinixt,”
according to a press release issued
by the group.
The Facebook page says Forests
for the Future Slocan Valley was
created to help protect at-risk oldgrowth priority deferral areas in
the Russel Creek, Koch Creek,
and Greasy Bill drainages from

active logging this harvest season.
“We are at risk of losing the last
remaining old-growth trees in these
drainages. That is why we are
gathering community support to
save these ancient forests and forest
ecosystems. Our goal is to convince
Interfor and its contractors to leave
the old trees standing and maintain
healthy ecosystems around them
to ensure their survival for future
generations,” says a post on the
Facebook page.

Logging protest held in Slocan Valley

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca
A rally was held to protest logging up Russel Creek Forest Service Road on September 30.
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Nakusp Chamber holds general meeting, reports budget shortfall
by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
After avoiding near-dissolution
in March, the Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce must now
overcome a $10,000 budget shortfall
if it is to continue operating.
“We want to help the community
so we hope the community will
help us,” Dolly Edwards, one of
the Chamber’s board members, told
members at the Chamber’s general
meeting on September 21.
As the COVID-19 pandemic
shuttered businesses and stopped
public events beginning in March
2020, the Nakusp Chamber saw its
membership plummet too, dropping
from 130 to where it stands now
at 86.
“Hit with COVID, the Chamber
became a lot less active,” said Sandra
Dempsey-Koch, Chamber treasurer
and a chartered accountant. “So
people lost interest in the Chamber.”
Dempsey-Koch reckons they
can continue operations for two
years before the accounts are totally
emptied but reduced services will be
the unfortunate outcome.
All of the directors are new to
the task of running an organization
of this type after a combination
of retirement and burnout saw
the resignation of all the previous
members last March.
This would have ended the
Chamber’s 70-year history of serving
the businesses of Nakusp.
“I think we will be winding
it down, it’s a sad thing to say,”
outgoing Chamber President Barbara
Ross told the Valley Voice in March.
At the time, seven brand new
board members stepped up, including
new President Tina Knooihuizen,
who admitted the new group was
green but had plenty of enthusiasm.
Despite their energy, it has been
a steep learning curve and it took a
few months to work out the books.
“(Dempsey-Koch) has spent tons
of hours going over the numbers and
trying to figure this out,” Edwards
said. Edwards and Dempsey-Koch
are working pro bono to try and sort
out the Chamber’s finances.
The majority of funding comes
from membership fees ranging from
$116 for smaller businesses up to
$210 for larger ones. This includes
a $13 fee for the BC Chamber of
Commerce and a $5 bursary for a
graduating Nakusp Secondary school
student pursuing post-secondary
education.
These rates represent a 12%
increase, the first rate hike since
2020.
“It sounds like we are begging
people to join but there are many
benefits to being a member,”
Knooihuizen said, “the very least of
which being a tax write-off.”
According to material provided
by Knooihuizen, benefits include
advertising on kiosks and the Upper
Arrow Lake Ferry, helping with
health benefits, networking and
business training. The Chamber
also does lots of grant writing,
and provides scholarships to local
students for their post-secondary

education. The board announced four
such scholarships at the meeting,
doling out $8,764 for each student.
Beyond membership fees, it is up
to the board members to raise money
through events such as the upcoming
Leland Hotel Haunted House for
Halloween or the Christmas float
where kids can get photos with Santa.
Dempsey said they plan a big
membership drive in the New Year
but at this point they are just trying
to close the gap with events as the
Chamber realizes businesses will
get the most out of their yearly
membership by purchasing in
January.
“We want people to get a full
year,” said Dempsey-Koch.
The Chamber also operates the
Nakusp Visitor Centre and even
though it receives some funding
from Destination BC, it is also an

unfortunate source of the budget
shortfall.
“We find the Visitor Centre is
an integral part of our community,”
Dempsey-Koch said at the meeting.
“We hope to get the Visitor Centre
self-sufficient someday.”
The Visitor Centre is managed
by the Chamber’s only full-time
employee, Tracy Fetters, who gave a
report at the meeting. She said it had
just met and exceeded its obligation to
Destination BC for hours maintained
throughout the season.
Future collaboration with the
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association
(ASTA) is also a possible source
of new revenue. ASTA Executive
Director Megan Chadwick was
on hand at the meeting to give a
presentation on her work promoting
the region, along with discussing
possible joint efforts.

Brent Kennedy water, Mt. Sentinel
solar project moving ahead
by Jan McMurray
Good news for the two South
Slocan schools: the taps at Brent
Kennedy should be turned on very
soon, and a plan for the solar project
at Mt. Sentinel is in the works.
“This ongoing challenge to
provide potable water to the school
[Brent Kennedy] with the new water
treatment system has been resolved.
A higher capacity expansion tank
was installed to ensure that Interior
Health will remove the water
advisory. The district is continuing to
provide bottled water until the water
advisory is removed,” said Johan
Glaudemans, secretary-treasurer, at
the School District 8 board meeting
on September 13.
Superintendent Trish Smillie told
the Valley Voice that Interior Health
requires a stable chlorine residual
level to remove the water advisory.
As of Monday September 26, she
said a stable chlorine residual level
has been achieved and the results
have been submitted to IH for review.
The sinks and fountains at the
school were shut off more than five
years ago, in April 2017, when the
water became discoloured. A new

well was drilled in June 2017 and
the treatment plant was completed
in November 2020.
However, it has taken almost
two years to work out the bugs.
Smillie reports that there have
been ongoing challenges balancing
chlorine residual levels, and four of
the plant’s expansion tanks had to be
replaced with larger ones. Expansion
tanks are where the water comes in
to be pressurized and mixed with
chlorine. The larger expansion tanks
can saturate more water at a time and
then as the water flows, the chlorine
levels stabilize.
SD 8 staff expects to get the
green light to turn on the taps at Brent
Kennedy very soon.
They also hope to receive good
news from structural engineers about
the Mt. Sentinel solar project. The
original idea to mount solar panels
on the roof was kiboshed when it
was determined the roof would not
be able to support the weight. So
they’ve come up with the solution to
mount them on the wall on the front
of the school. A structural engineer
is investigating the feasibility of the
wall mount solar array.

New Denver
Reading Center

“MEET YOUR LOCAL
AUTHORS”
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH
11:00am to 1:00pm
New Denver Reading Center
The New Denver Reading Center is hosting
an event that will display the newly renovated
Reading Center with it’s generous display of books
that are available and the newly designed Tech
Center. Also come and meet our local Authors
and discover the literacy talent the we have in our
community.
Come, meet our authors, have a snack and
browse the Reading Center.

Chadwick expressed a desire to
work with the Chamber to increase
visitation in the region but to also
“thoughtfully guide the direction of
tourist development in the area,” and
“to think sustainably and minimize
that footprint where possible.”

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

KASLO & AREA
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Kaslo council, September 27: Council adopts OCP, long-term vision for the village
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Kaslo council gave final adoption
to its new Official Community Plan
after getting the thumbs-up from the
public on its contents.
Council held a public hearing
the day before its regular monthly
meeting, and heard unanimously
positive comments from the six
citizens who attended.
The OCP is the highest-level plan
used by municipal governments, and
sets the tone and scope of the town’s
bylaws and development for the next
10-20 years. It is both a visionary
tool for council and public, and a
land use and planning guide for the
administration.
In the preamble to the 65-page

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

document, the OCP sets out that
Kaslo is “a diverse, inclusive,
and welcoming community that
aspires to be a model for small,
mountain communities across British
Columbia and around the world”.
The final adoption of the bylaw
concludes 18 months of research,
debate and study by staff, councillors
and a five-person stakeholder group.

Procedures bylaw
adopted

Council also gave final adoption
to another important bylaw, the
Procedures Bylaw. It sets the rules
for how council meetings are run,
how and when council goes incamera, how the public and press
can participate in the meetings,
etc. The most important change for
the public is that anyone wanting
to appear before or have a matter
considered by council now have to
get their request in to City Hall by
noon Tuesday, not Wednesday – a
full week before the meeting. Staff
asked for the change to give more
time to research matters that require
council action or discussion.
The time for public questions
has also been changed, moved up
earlier in the meeting before the
main business segment, rather than
being held at the end. Staff suggested
this would give council a chance to
hear from the public on a matter
before holding their own debate on
the issue.

Staff training

We will be closing
October 15

Consider storing your
bike with North Kootenay
BikeShop October
through March for $199
Including basic tuneup
Does not include parts

The budget for staff training
at the Village dried up during
the pandemic, when travel to
conferences was replaced by Zoom.
Now, however, in-person meetings
are making a comeback. There are
two upcoming conferences senior
staff would like to attend, but the
budget for staff training is already
blown for the year.
However, “sufficient funds to
cover the proposed expenses remain
available elsewhere in the budget,”
staff told council in a report. Council
needs to officially approve the money
being moved around for this purpose.
During the pandemic, just $5,500
was allocated for management
training and travel – a little over half

pre-pandemic levels. That should
change, staff suggested.
“Given the return to in-person
delivery models post-COVID
and the increase in the number
of management positions, staff
recommends increasing the amount
budgeted for this purpose in 2023
and future years,” said the report.
Attending the two conferences –
one in Victoria, the other in Cowichan
Bay, will add an extra $7,123 to the
staff training budget.

Work will soon begin on
upgrades to the Kaslo Arena’s fire
alarm system.
Kootenay Lake Electric won the

contract for the work with a low bid
of $74,498. The project should take
about 11 weeks to complete, and
shouldn’t affect activities, a report
to council said.
“The tender stated that the
contractor must accommodate and
work around the activities that will
be happening in the arena, which
are mostly in the late afternoon and
evenings,” the report said. “Minimal
disruption to any daytime activities
is expected.”
The new fire alarm system will
be installed before the old system is
decommissioned and removed.
Council had budgeted $86,219
for the project, so are saving a bit of
money with the low bid.

submittted
The architect’s design for the
new Kaslo and District Public
Library was enthusiastically
received by an audience of about
20 interested residents at the Design
Launch event last week.
“It is thrilling to see our vision
for the new library fleshed out with
detailed specs, cost projections and
illustrations,” said Anne Heard,
library board chair, at the event held
in the current library. “Residents of
the district will have every reason
to be proud of the new library–a beautiful, highly functional
building that will meet our library
needs and help the Village of Kaslo
meet its goal of transitioning to
100% renewable energy.”
The cost estimate for the
5,000-square-foot building located
on the corner of 5th and Front
Streets is $4.4 million, including
$421,000 for sustainability options
needed for the building to be 100%
renewable and net carbon zero.

This overall price also includes a
$626,000 contingency to allow for
cost escalation until construction
begins.
Completion of the Carscadden
Stokes McDonald Architect’s
design and Class B costing enables
the project to apply for substantive
government grants as core funding.
To date, a total of $643,854 has
been raised towards the new library,
including $383,998 in donations,
$197,250 in grants, and $61,606
through online auctions, book
sales and special events such as an
outdoor movie night.
A new fundraising concept was
unveiled at the presentation. A total
of 286 donor recognition plaques
are available at $200 each. The
number of plaques represents the
number needed to encircle the entire
building and, once completed, will
generate over $57,000 in additional
donations. The plaques will contain
recognition or memorial messages
and will be permanently displayed

in the new library.
After 40 years of library
services from the basement of
Kaslo City Hall, the library has
outgrown the well-used facility.
The cramped quarters for the
Design Launch presentation were
a reminder of the current library’s
limitation.
The library director noted that a
comparison with 10 public libraries
in BC serving similar populations
shows that Kaslo and District
membership and circulation are
higher on a per capita basis than
other such libraries, but has the
smallest facility.
The Design Launch slides can
be viewed on the Kaslo and District
Public Library website, and on the
information board located at the
new library site at 5th and Front
streets. Further feedback on the
design is appreciated.
For further information, contact
librarian Eva Kelemen at info@
kaslo.bclibrary.ca

Arena alarm contract
awarded

Architect’s design for new Kaslo Library revealed at launch event

North Kootenay
BikeShop
— Sales & Service —
Front Street, Kaslo
250-300-7923

Kaslo and
Area D please vote!
Re-elect
Dawn Lang
School
Trustee
Approachable
Respectful
Collaborative
Student-Centred
250.353.7315
dlang@kaslo.org
Authorized by Dawn Lang, financial agent

The architect’s design for the new Kaslo and District Public Library was enthusiastically received.

Dustin East

Candidate for Kaslo &
Area D trustee, School
District 8

I have lived in Kaslo for over 10

years. Some of the community service
positions I have held are: running a
Boystown Mentorship Program with
School District 8, being the Kaslo
Food Cupboard Coordinator, and the
Project Comeback Coordinator. I am
the president of the society that looks
after the Wagon Road, and regularly
sit on various local boards. I have a
bachelor’s degree in administration
and am currently the operations
manager at a retreat centre which
focuses on realizing the full potential
of humanity.
I am running for the trustee seat
because I feel I have a deep connection

with many of the youth in Kaslo and
their parents. I have a nephew who
is currently in Grade 6 at JVH and I
want him to have a safe environment
to learn in, with the opportunity to
shine. I believe in a solid education and
especially experiential education that
builds relevant skills in the community.
Everyone deserves access to the best
education we can provide and I stand
for this! If I am elected as school board
trustee, I will be committed to being
a voice for the entire community and
will do my best to make choices so
that all young people have a future
to live into!
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New Denver Council, September 27: Voting on water system borrowing
by Margaret Scaia, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The Village of New Denver is
setting up a backup financing plan
for much-need improvements
to the Village’s water system.
Village staff have been directed
to hold an ‘alternative approval
process’ vote to see if voters are
opposed to taking out a nearly
$1.2 million loan to finance the
project, if it can’t be paid for by
grants.
The Village has already tried
once – and failed—to get funding
for the project, which would see
the relocation of the town’s water
source wells. Staff say the project
is needed to improve and protect
water quality, increase flow and
capacity, add redundancy and
ensure the town’s ability to meet
future demands.
After the first grant
application in 2020 was turned
down, the Village applied to a
different program. They’re still
waiting to hear the results of
the second application, but on
the chance it’s rejected, council
still says the project has to be
completed. As a backup financing
measure, it passed a bylaw earlier
this year approving a 25-year,
$1.19 million loan to cover
the cost of the project. But that
borrowing bylaw still needs to get
public assent.
Instead of a referendum, the
Village is holding an alternate
approval process. Under that
voting method, only people
opposed to the project need cast
a ballot. If more than 10% of the
voters (about 57 people) object,
the measure fails and the Village
can hold a referendum.
The notice of the alternate
approval process is on page 20.

Slocan Ave Watermain
Loop delay

Acting on advice from
consultants, Village council is
putting off improvements to the
town’s water main to the spring,
after bids for the project came in
well over budget.
The Village wants to create a
closed loop of the Slocan Avenue
water main, in order to provide
redundancy in the lines to ensure
continuity of providing water.
And they were hoping to get the
project done this fall. But when
the project went out to tender,
the valid bids came back more
than $100,000 over the budget
projected by TRUE Consultants,
who’ve been working with the
Village on the project.
TRUE Consulting has
recommended that the Village

reject all tenders and re-tender the
project early next year with a few
changes, including adjusting the
completion date to spring 2023.
TRUE said there could be benefits
to re-tendering the project in
2023: it may result in lower tender
submissions, as contractors have
time to consider and plan next
years’ work schedules instead of
rushing to complete it this year. It
will also be better for the town’s
financial planning.
Council accepted the
consultant recommendation and
rejected all the bids received.

Saving the House of
Joyful Tidings

After an initial presentation
to council in June, the Friends
of the Orchard returned with a
more detailed proposal to save
the historic House of Joyful
Tidings building. This proposal,
to move the internment-era
building to the entrance of the
municipal campground and
convert it to the campground
host’s accommodation, garnered
approval in principle from
council.
A preliminary budget for the
project, including relocation of the
building, and major renovations
and upgrades done to the siding,
structure and wiring, comes to
about $50,000 – still less than
building a whole new structure
for the same purpose, the group
notes. The Village could even
make some money in the process.
“In the past, campground
hosts have been expected
to provide their own
accommodations in the form of
a trailer or 5th wheel unit, but
this requirement both limits the
choice of operator applicants to
those with such units and takes
up a camping space that could
be generating revenue,” says the
staff report. “Therefore, there are
advantages to having operator
accommodation provided by
the Village, and there may also
be potential for renting such
roofed accommodation in the
off-season.”
The Friends said they would
begin work to get grant funding
and private contributions to
cover moving and restoration
costs. They asked that the Village
assume ownership, covering
insurance and costs related to
developing and maintaining the
interior for accommodation/
office use (insulation, plumbing,
electrical, furnishing, etc.).
Planning would proceed
collaboratively, and each party
would support grant funding

applications by the other. The
building would not be placed
on Village property until
grant funding is secured and a
building permit is approved and
proceeding.
Council gave approval in
principle and asked for further
investigation into the cost of
restoration and completion of the
project. Village staff will meet
with the community group to
refine the plan, which council will
review again in the future.

Asset Management
report

A new report and map of the
Village’s infrastructure will be
an excellent tool in the future for
grant applications, says Mayor
Leonard Casley.
The report shows the
combined replacement value of
the town’s infrastructure – water,
sewer, buildings, firefighting and
emergency equipment, parks,
etc. – to be about $15.4 million.
The report then looks at
how likely those things can fail,
and how serious those failures
would be. Based on that formula,
about half the Village’s assets
(54%) are at low risk of failure
and would have low impact if
they failed. About 26% of the
assets are medium risk, medium
impact; and 17% are at higher
risk of failure, with a higher
impact if they failed. Only 1.69%
of the Village’s assets are in the
highest-risk, highest-impact range
of failure.
The report will help the
Village plan out where and how
much to invest in infrastructure
maintenance and replacement.
Casley noted that the town
shouldn’t get complacent that
so much of its infrastructure is
low-risk.
“The danger is that we
can look at the ‘low risk’ areas
(coloured green in the report)
and do nothing,” he said. “But
there is a price to pay for that
down the road – we need to stay
on top of this type of map and
realize that infrastructure needs
attention, otherwise you will see
a sea of red on the map instead of
a mostly green.”
CAO Scott said the contract
with the consultants that drew
up the report and maps will have
them train Village staff learn
how to manage their assets in
the future.
Federal and provincial
governments require
municipalities to have such plans
in order to apply for grants in
the future.

Bear issues

Councillors held a fulsome
discussion on the impact of
bears around town, and outlined
the damage and danger they
present when frequenting
populated areas, including the
campground. While council

agreed many people were taking
measure to avoid bear contact,
those measures did not seem to
be effective.
Councillors said the Village
needs additional resources
to address the bear problem
within the town limits. It was

suggested the Village retract its
Bear Smart Community status
and instead seek assistance from
the Conservation Officer Service
of BC.
The topic will be further
discussed at the next council
meeting.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
7 REASONS TO END MASK
MANDATES for Good: A Guide for
Parents, Teachers, and All People: There
are concerns that mask requirements and/
or travel mask mandates will be reinstated
this fall and winter despite evidence that
they don’t work and are harmful. The
World Council for Health has prepared
a guide for parents, teachers, medical
professionals, and all people. It addresses
some common questions, gives guidance
and encouragement to those wishing
to advocate for themselves and their
dependents, and outlines seven solid reasons
to end mask mandates for good. https://
tinyurl.com/2njn2uj6

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - second Saturday of
every month. No dance in October but starts
again in January 2023, 7-9 pm at the Bosun
Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up are
welcome. Admission is by donation. Bring

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Open Thurs - Sun

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad could
be here for only
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 +
A.M.GST
- 2 P.M.
$12.00

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

New hours:
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

a water bottle and a snack to share at the
break. Current COVID protocols will apply.
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH annual
Christmas flea market. Nov 26, 10-2 at the
Bosun Hall. Phone Bev Casley to rent a
table: 250-358-7771.
C a l l i n g a l l S L O C A N VA L L E Y
SENIORS - Please join us at the Slocan
Park Community Hall, October 14,2022.
9:30 am Coffee is on! 10:00 Elder Abuse
& Ageism brief presentation & discussions.
11:00 Coffee, snack, idea sharing -interests
and ideas for Seniors’ gathering -topic
or presenter ideas -what do we need to
make this happen? Registration required:
Please call or email Bonny 250-359-6679,
bfritz03@hotmail.com. Presentation by:
Sandi McCreight, Castlegar CRN IRIS
Program. Refreshments provided by:
Castlegar IRIS Program.
DINING & DANCING AT THE SLOCAN
VALLEY LEGION 502 Harold St. Slocan.
Every Friday 7-9 pm. Kitchen open 6 -7 pm.
$5 entry. Free Dance instruction offered.
Dance music by Johnny, Joanne & others.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
LEGION WEEK CELEBRATION at
the Slocan Valley Legion 502 Harold St.

AGRICULTURE

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

Slocan on Sunday, October 16, 3-5 pm.
Thanking you for your support we invite
you to come & enjoy beef or pulled pork on
a bun and salads ON US! Live music too!
Come see our new upstairs Games Room
that is soon to open! Stay afterwards for
our usual Sunday Music Jam 5-9 pm! We
look forward to seeing you! The Legion
welcomes members & guests.
WHAT MAKES AN ARTIST TICK
TOUR- Vallican Whole. Saturday, October
15. Doors open 6:30, movies start at 7. Join
local sculptor Peter Vogelaar, dancer Slava
Doval, saxophonist Clinton Swanson, singer
Noèmi Kiss and fibre artist Robin Wiltse for
an evening of video portraits of these artists
by filmmaker Nancy Rosenblum. Followed
by what is sure to be a rollicking Q&A. $10
suggested donation.
BUSINESS TRAINING WORKSHOPS
at Community Futures: ‘How To Start a
Business in BC’ October 17 in Nelson,
and ‘Business Plan Writing 101’ October
20 on Zoom. Free! Register online: www.
mycfck.ca
AGM FOR THE SLOCAN LAKE
BOATING ASSOCIATION will be
held at Knox Hall November 5 at 10 am.
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All members are encouraged to attend.
For further information, please email
slocanlba@gmail.com
S L O C A N L I B R A RY A U T H O R
READING: Novelist Phyllis Del Puppo
and historian Greg Nesteroff will appear
on Sunday, October 23 at 1:00 pm. To be
held at W.E. Graham Community School
in Slocan.
PLEASE JOIN US at the Slocan Valley
Historical Society’s annual general meeting
at 7 pm on Thursday, October 20 in the
W.E. Graham school library, Slocan City.
Peter Relkoff will present on Doukhobor
history in the valley. Local history books
for sale. Get your society membership.
Treats served, history shared! Admission
by donation.

CRAFT FAIRS

VENDORS, ARE YOU LOOKING
to participate in CHRISTMAS CRAFT
FAIRS this year? The SLOCAN VALLEY
LEGION is holding their Fair on Sunday
November 20 from 10-3 pm. You can
request our application by phoning 250355-2672 or by email at 276svl@gmail.
com. We look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you!
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REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your friendly
neighbourhood
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
RURAL 2 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR
SLOCAN. Available immediately. Wood/
electric (firewood needed for the upcoming
season), tub/shower, indoor composting
toilet and/or outhouse, $900/month plus
utilities (shared with owner who lives next
door), land line with excellent plan for $25/
month (internet not hooked up). Lovely
patio with view of woods and mountains
over Slocan. Lots of garden opportunities
for next year...for more info, call 250355-2712 and leave a message or email
orgmec@shawbiz.ca or valhallataichi@
gmail.com

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
MOUNTAIN ASH NATUROPATHIC
MEDICINE • Virtual Clinic • Accepting
new patients • Book online: www.
drashleyromanchuk.com • Questions?
Email: info@drashleyromanchuk.com
• Invest in your Health.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
CAREGIVER NEEDED Monday to
Friday, 8 am-1 pm, Shutty Bench, 250661-5268.
BURTON COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION will be looking to hire

coming events
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COMMUNITY

two (2) Camp Hosts to operate the Burton
Historical Campground for the 2023
Camping Season. For more information
please contact: bca@burtoncity.ca

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life, Contact, admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

LOST

20 PIECES OF PLASTIC
GREENHOUSE SHEETS, 2-sided 1/8”
x 4’ x 8’. Lost out of my truck on October
1, I think about ½ mile south of Enterprise
Creek hairpin turn on Hwy 6. I will pay
to get them back. Garth Hunter: 250-3582364.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,

EDUCATION

250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.

PERSONAL

BEAUTIFUL LADY looking forward
to meeting the man of her dreams. A man
between the ages of 49 to 79 years old. I
am looking for someone to share with me
the simple pleasures of life. I am willing

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

YOUNG LOCAL COUPLE need vacant
land. We are Raya and Tyson. We live
in downtown Kaslo. We would like to
purchase a lot near town to build our
homestead. Please email rayatyskaslo@
gmail.com. Thank you!

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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to relocate and enjoy life with that special
person that contacts me. Call or text me
now at 1-403-306-0649 and let’s meet for
a good time.
I AM VERY ROMANTIC LADY, tender
and lovely. I guess, I am very seductive and
sensual. I’ve got a creative personality. I am
seeking a sincere and caring man from 40
years and above. I have a lot of love, care,
warmth and room in my heart for the one I will
fall in love with one day. Kindly call or text if
you also seeking the same. Mobile number:
1-780-669-2893. Let’s set the ball rolling.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
September 2,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad
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here for
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GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING
FULL-CYCLE ACCOUNTING
SERVICES. GST, Payroll, Corporate
and Personal Income Taxes. Over
20 years experience with excellent
references. QuickBooks desktop and
online versions. Contact Caroline at
booksbycaroline@gmail.com
NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE?
12’x12’ basement storage units available
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844
for details.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.
WANTED TO RENT summer 2023:
spot for my 30’ low-profile RV trailer
and 63-year-old female with courteous,
non-barking Australian Shepherd. Can pay
$500-$750 depending on hookups. 250886-4520 or info@janebaker.ca.

COMMUNITY

Be Bear Aware this fall season
submitted
WildSafeBC Arrow-Slocan Lakes
Coordinator, Cora Skaien, is providing
information on how to be Bear Aware
this fall season.
Over the winter, bears may lose
over 30% of their bodyweight while
in their dens. In order to prepare for
denning, bears enter into a period
called hyperphagia from late August to
November. Hyperphagia translates to
extreme eating, and bears may consume
over 20,000 calories per day. During
this time, bears are active day and night,
and may forage over 17 hours per day.
Bears are highly food motivated during
hyperphagia and if they are successful
at receiving easy calories within our
communities, they may linger. Bears that
spend time foraging in our communities
may become more persistent, leading
to property damage, conflicts with pets,
and collisions with vehicles. There is
always the risk to public safety if a bear
is surprised or confined. It is imperative
for everyone to secure any potential
sources of calories for bears so that they
are not rewarded for coming into our
communities.
Bears have an incredible sense of
smell and can be attracted to odours
from garbage, pet food, barbecues, bird
seed in feeders, fruit trees, berry bushes,
compost, fruit and vegetable gardens,
beehives, chickens and small livestock.
These temptations bring them into our
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neighbourhoods and closer to our homes,
which can result in property damage
and safety concerns for both people
and bears.
Bears have excellent memories and
once they recognize your neighbourhood
as a source of food, they are likely to
return year after year. Sows may also
teach their cubs that they can acquire
food rewards within our communities if
they gain access to attractants, leading to
more bears learning behaviours that may
lead to conflict or, ultimately, death of the
bear. Help break the cycle and never let a
bear associate your neighbourhood with
good foraging habitat.
It is important to report sightings and
conflicts with bears to the Conservation
Officer Service (1-877-952-7277) in a

proactive manner before a bear becomes
food-conditioned. These reports help
inform our Wildlife Alert Reporting
Program, which is data used by
WildSafeBC and others to prioritize
education and outreach. This data is
available to everyone. Do not wait until
a bear becomes a threat to community
safety before calling it in. Speak with
your neighbours and work collectively as
a community to secure all food sources.
In New Denver and Silverton, reach
out to Harvest Share, our local fruit
gleaning organization, for assistance
with picking fruits or for electric fencing
queries (ndharvestshare@gmail.com). In
Nakusp, reach out to Root and Branch
at rootandbranchharvest@gmail.com.
So far this year, Cora has provided:

three electric fencing workshops (in
collaboration with Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions), six bear spray
workshops (three of which also had
the Wilderness Safety and Awareness
component prior), a bear and toad biology
walk (in collaboration with the Valhalla
Wilderness Society Bear Smart Program
for Area H), 20 display booths, has
provided the WildSafe Rangers program
to more than 200 students, and more.
This fall, Cora will continue going doorto-door, setting up display booths in your
communities, and will be hosting on
additional electric fencing workshop on
Tuesday, October 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm
at the Passmore Hall, in collaboration with
Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions and
the VWS Bear Smart Program for Area H.

• Always assume you may
encounter wildlife and be prepared.
• Watch for bear signs such as scat,
tracks, claw or bite marks on trees,
and overturned logs, rocks or stumps
where bears have looked for insects
and their larvae.
• Obey any signage warning of
wildlife activity or trail closures.
• Travel in groups and avoid
surprising a bear by talking, singing
or clapping your hands. Bear bells are
not known to be effective.
• Keep your dogs on leash as
wildlife may perceive them as a

potential threat or prey, and dogs are
involved in 50% of bear attacks in the
wilderness wherein they accidentally
bring the bear back to their person after
the bear turns to attack them.
• Always carry bear spray and
learn how to use it and transport it
safely.
If you encounter a bear, stop,
remain calm, do not turn your back, and
never run. Have your bear spray ready.
Keep your eye on the bear and back
away slowly, talking calmly. Do not let
a bear approach you. Learn more about
how to recreate safely in bear country

by taking WildSafeBC’s free online
course at https://wildsafebc.thinkific.
com/courses/wildsafebc-Bear-SafetyWhen-Recreating, or contact Cora
(arrowslocanlakes@wildsafebc.com)
to schedule an in-person Wilderness
Safety and Awareness Presentation for
your organization.
For further information on
reducing human-wildlife conflict visit
wildsafebc.com, follow WildSafeBC
Arrow-Slocan Lakes on Facebook,
or contact your local coordinator,
Cora Skaien at arrowslocanlakes@
wildsafebc.com or 778-987-3652.

Tips for those heading out on the trails

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
SOLID
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca
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(250) 358-7922

s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com
Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net
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Wildfire Risk Reduction Work Amplifies Local Contractors and Opportunities

submitted
It is becoming more and
more evident with every
passing project that not only
can a wildfire risk reduction
project bring peace of mind
to a community, but also
has the potential for many
additional benefits ranging
from improving wildlife
habitat to the generation
of local employment.
The Nakusp and Area
C o m m u n i t y F o r e s t ’s
(NACFOR) wildfire
risk reduction work,
funded through a grant of
$417,585 from the Forest
Enhancement Society of
BC (FESBC), is an example
of this.
The goal of the project
was to improve public
safety and reduce the risk
of catastrophic loss of
infrastructure due to any
future wildfires in areas
with high to moderate
wildfire risk, as identified
in the Regional District
of Central Kootenay’s
(RDCK) Area K and
Nakusp 2018 Community
Wildfire Protection Plans.
The intention of the plan
was to create a series of
strategically placed fuel
breaks surrounding the
community of Nakusp to
act as the last line of defence
against an approaching
wildfire.
The project, although
not within the community
forest tenure area but on
Crown land just outside
the Village boundary, saw
NACFOR take the lead
to take on the work, with
community safety at the
forefront.
The FESBC-funded
part of the project included
two treatment areas – 30
hectares were completed in
June 2022 and the remaining
2.2-hectare treatment
unit will be completed in
October, explained Frances
Swan, RPF, Project Manager
with NACFOR.
“There has been a very
positive response to the
completed treatment work
and this area serves as a
great example of wildfire
risk reduction for Nakusp
and area,” said Swan.
“The project would not
have happened without the
FESBC funding.”
The treatments have
reduced the ground and
surface fuels that if ignited
could lead to a crown fire,
where the flames reach the
top of the trees and fire
can then spread rapidly.
This work will reduce the
fire intensity and rate of
spread by reducing surface
fuel loading which means
decreasing stand density or

thinning out the trees, plus
also removing dead and
dying ones. Access roads
will allow for continued
maintenance of the forest
and improve suppression
opportunities for firefighters
needing to access the area
along the highway.
“It complements
the ongoing FireSmart
initiatives as the areas are
adjacent to the community
and will be part of a series
of strategically located
treatment sites designed
to defend the Village from
wildfires,” explained Swan.
“Our goal is to continue
collaborating with the
Village of Nakusp, RDCK,
forest licensees and the
Ministry of Forests to
reduce the risk of wildfire
in the Nakusp interface and
surrounding communities.”
Another important
outcome of the FESBCfunded project was to
increase opportunities for
local contractors.
“NACFOR is grateful
that FESBC gave us room
for flexibility on contractor
selection and empowered
us to do what was best
for the environment and
our communities. This
meant we could amplify
local contractors, create
new opportunities and jobs,
and contribute to the local
economics of the community
of Nakusp,” remarked Swan.
Given the flexibility
in contractor selection,
NACFOR expanded its
pool of local contractors,
allowing them to gain
valuable experience
in fuel management
implementation, and
provided several jobs locally.
“Being able to work
on this project meant that
local contractors were able
to invest in specialized
equipment and they are
now prepared for any future
wildfire risk reduction
work,” Swan noted.
Gord Matchett, owner of
Arrow Valley Excavating,
was one such contractor
whose company saw
tremendous growth because
of the project. Matchett’s

company was brought on
to look after the work to

thin the forest and help with
wood fibre recovery, along

NACFOR has done some wildfire risk reduction work on crown land
surrounding Nakusp.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT

CULTURAL
CENTRE
447 A Avenue Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2661
thelangham.ca • langham@netidea.com
Saturday, October 22, 7pm
Guest Artist Series -

Ian Foster

live in concert - Ian
Foster, native of
Newfoundland, is
a storyteller. That
music and film are
the ways he tells
those stories, only
makes the telling
richer still. CBC’s
Bob Mersereau said
Ian is “a fine example of what a 21st century folk performer
should be.” Ian has toured Canada, the US, Germany,
Netherlands, Austria, and Italy, and his music has played on
radio internationally. He is a MusicNL and East Coast Music
Award winner. The show will include a screening of Ian’s short
film/album Close to the Bone.
Tickets $15 Sunnyside or Willow, $20 @ the door. Open at 6:30pm

with another contractor
from Greenpeaks Resource
Management.
“Getting the opportunity
to be a part of this project
was a good thing as it grew
my business. I employed
four people during this
project; before, it was just
me and now, I have a crew.
I have been able to invest
in specialized equipment
which will come in handy
in the future,” said Matchett.
For Matchett, it was
important to be a part of
the project as he believes in
utilizing as much of waste
wood and fibre as possible,
instead of burning it in slash
piles.
“People are starting to
realize the need for wildfire

risk reduction projects,
and they see the value in
thinning forests and cleaning
the forest floor,” Matchett
added.
In terms of numbers,
Swan estimates a total of 480
person days worked for all
projects under the FESBC
funding (prescriptions and
treatments) between June
2019 and June 2022. Nearly
90% of the work was done
with local contractors and
consultants and prescriptions
were developed for three
treatment areas covering 200
hectares –approximately 374
football fields.
“It has been a great
project, and feels good to be
at the finish line,” remarked
Swan.
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Slocan OCP set to be adopted
by Mark Page, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A new Official Community Plan
for the Village of Slocan will now
go to a vote after clearing the final
hurdle of public input on its way to
becoming the guiding document for
future development in town. The
next step will be a special meeting of
the council scheduled for October 3,
where the plan will get its last reading
before being voted on at the October
11 regular council meeting.
“It’s a significant revision, a
significant update,” Village of Slocan
Mayor Jessica Lunn said. “There is
a lot of change in our town since the
last OCP.”
An OCP needs to be adhered to
when creating future planning and
bylaws, such as those governing
zoning, development, traffic and
signage. Lunn says OCPs are usually
rewritten every five to ten years, but
Slocan has not revised its in over a
decade.
At a hearing on September 20,
the public was invited in a formal
session to comment on the plan.
No one came forward. According
to Lunn, this is a success. After the

meeting, she said they had received
a “ton of input from the community”
throughout the process.
“I took it as a sign that through
the engagement process, people did
have the opportunity to comment,”
Lunn said, adding this “reflected
the fact the community did not have
issues.”
This new OCP creates five
land use areas designating what
type of development is right for
different sections of town. These
include residential neighbourhoods,
the village core, environmental
and ecological areas, community
gateways and the former mill site.
The mill closed in 2011 – after the
last OCP was written – but between
2016 and 2021, Slocan has still seen
substantial growth. Census figures
cited by the OCP show population
growth of 37.5%, increasing to
397 residents during this period.
There is a similar jump in school
enrollment from 63 to 97, illustrating
a demographic of families moving
to Slocan as opposed to people
buying second homes or investment
properties.
“We’ve got people moving here,

moving here to live here,” said
Fraser Blythe, who was on hand
from Selkirk Planning and Design to
present the document to the public.
Selkirk began working on the project
in January, using several rounds of
surveys and community engagement
to try and get a picture of the interests
of Slocan residents.
“This really is a community
document,” Lunn said. “They
connected with every single group
they could connect with.”
This new influx in residents
will undoubtedly lead to more
development, which the plan
addresses in a way that is intended
to create “diverse infill” according
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to Blyth, meaning different types
of development being encouraged
in the different land use areas. The
village core of Harold sSreet would
ideally have multi-use buildings
with commercial storefronts on the
first floor and residences above, for
example, while in other areas of town
only four-unit residences would be
allowed.
The specifics of these rules will
eventually be laid out in new zoning
bylaws, which council can begin
amending once the OCP is approved.
Lunn expects this will be taken up by
the next council in 2023.
Also to be addressed by future
council members will be the Mill

Master Plan. The Village purchased
the land last year and has not yet
decided exactly what will be built
there. What the OCP does say is
that the land directly adjacent to the
lakeshore should remain public while
the rest of the mill site will eventually
be open to mixed-use development
it says should fit “with the character
of the Village of Slocan.”
For now, the mayor and council
members say the community having
input throughout the process has led
to a document reflecting a diversity
of interests.
“It really was a community
driven project,” added Councillor
Joel Pelletier after the hearing.

A new Official Community Plan for the Village of Slocan will now go to a vote after clearing the final hurdle of public input on its way to becoming
the guiding document for future development in town.

For a successful 14th season!

Thank you so
much for your
support.
For appointment, contact 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW in beautiful Nakusp

Lucerne School’s annual Harvest Festival brings out the creativity in kids with these veggie people.

These kids were fascinated by the beehive on display in the Lucerne School gym during the school’s annual harvest festival.
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New company offers kayaking and hiking tours in the Arrow Lakes
by Jan McMurray
GGC Tours started up this
spring, offering kayaking and hiking
tours in the Arrow Lakes region. The
touring company was launched by
three people who recently moved to
Fauquier – David Bruce and Chris
Galea and his partner, Alex Jenkins.
“The way the world was
changing, we wanted to move to
somewhere different from a city,”
said David. “Chris came out here
with a list of 25 places he wanted
to check out as possible places to
live. This was #23, and this was it!”

The three are all Ontario born.
David was living in Vancouver,
and Chris and Alex were living
in southern Ontario, before they
moved to Fauquier in December
last year.
“This place checked all the
boxes for us, and the lake and the
golf course were a big part of why
we chose Fauquier,” David said.
The tour company offers day
trips, overnight packages and
custom tours, all on the Arrow
Lakes. This year, they ran kayaking
trips only, but they will have hiking

GGC Tours out of Fauquier offers kayaking and hiking trips in the Arrow Lakes.

·

on offer next year, as well. “I’ll be
scouting out some places this season
for hiking trips,” he said. “I’ve got
my eye on Mount Ingersoll.”
Recently, David kayaked
from Revelstoke to Castlegar on a
scouting mission, as GGC Tours
wants to offer this trip as a 10day tour every September. “It was
incredible to be fully engulfed in
nature. The stars were insane! I saw
shooting stars and the Milky Way
every night. I saw kokanee running
up Octopus Creek. I saw so many
eagles, eagles fishing, fish jumping.
It was a beautiful way to experience
the West Kootenay,” he said.
GGC Tours plans to offer shorter
tours of sections of the lake. “All of
Arrow Lakes is what we’re offering,
and we’ll do the whole thing once
a year in September, but we’ll do
Revelstoke to Fauquier, or Fauquier
to Castlegar or any section of the
lake that people want,” he said.
David has a lot of experience
kayaking and hiking, has his
wilderness first aid, and has taken
other relevant courses. Alex is also
a guide, and Chris’ background is
in hospitality and tourism. He has
worked at several golf courses and
resorts.
“We all bring a good piece to
the puzzle in terms of starting the
company,” David said.
The ‘GGC’ in GGC Tours,
s t a n d s f o r ‘ G o d ’s G r e a t e s t
Creations.’ “God’s country awaits
you in the untapped and underrated
West Kootenay region of British
Columbia,” says the company’s
website, ggctours.com.

Arrow Lakes Kayak Tours & Rentals

·

Day Tours & Packages including Surf & Turf with Fauquier Golf Club

·

Overnight Kayak Trips (option for meals included)

·

Custom Tours Available (Bachelorette, Family Reunions)

·

Kayak & Camping Rentals

·

Book 2023 Tours now for a 15% discount

Follow David’s journey down Arrow Lake from Revelstoke to Castelgar on Instagram
@ggc_tours
www.ggctours.com			250-265-1383
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