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Local government elections see strong community interest in public office

Races everywhere

Nakusp could have the largest
number of new faces on council after
the election, with only one incumbent
running against six other people for four
councillor chairs. Nakusp’s incumbent
mayor, Tom Zeleznik, however, faced no
challengers, so will return to his position
for a second term.
In New Denver, five people are
vying for four councillor seats, with
three incumbents hoping to return.
Gerald Wagner is the only incumbent
councillor not seeking reelection.
Incumbent mayor, Leonard Casley,
is facing a challenge from former
councillor Heather Fox.
Kaslo will also see a race for the
mayor’s job, as incumbent Suzan
Hewat faces Henry Van Mill (incumbent
councillor) for the top job. Just two of
the six candidates for the four-person
council are incumbents.
Silverton will have at least a couple
of familiar faces returning to council, as
all four incumbents are trying for another

term. Six people in total are vying for
four seats. Meanwhile, Mayor Colin
Ferguson was acclaimed to return to
lead the Village for his second term. He
was elected in a byelection just last year.
But by far the busiest ballot is the
Village of Slocan, where 13 people
are running for four council seats –
that’s 4% of the community’s total
population nominated for office. Only
two incumbents (Madeleine Perriere and
Ezra Buller) are running for another term
as councillor in that community. The
Village has 11 women on the ballot for
council, the most in the region.
Slocan’s mayor is also facing a
challenge, with former mayor Dave
Fredrickson hoping to oust incumbent
Jessica Lunn.

No fight for RDCK
directorships

Meanwhile, there will be no races
for the job of area director for the RDCK
positions in the Valley Voice readership
area. In Area K (rural Arrow Lakes),
outgoing director Paul Peterson’s handpicked successor, Teresa Weatherhead,
faced no challengers for the job.
Weatherhead has acted as Peterson’s
alternate for the last few years.
In Area H (the Slocan Valley),
Walter Popoff was also acclaimed for a
fifth term. And in Area D, Aimee Watson
was also given tacit endorsement by the
community, with no one running against
her. This will be her third term as Area D
director. She has served as chair of the
RDCK board since 2019.
The public seems pretty satisfied
with its regional government
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representation, with just five of the
RDCK’s 11 electoral areas seeing
election races. The rest are acclaimed.

School boards

Arrow Lakes School District 10 will
see no election take place, as only one
person entered the race for one empty
trustee seat, and the other trustees faced
no challengers in their areas. Lora Lee
Brekke was the one trustee who did not
run again this year, leaving her seat open
for the one applicant for the job, Amanda
Murphy. Brekke served for 20 years (five
terms) as a School District 10 trustee,
from 2002 to 2022.
However, there will be races for

the two Kootenay Lake SD 8 trustee
positions in the Valley Voice area. The
incumbents are being challenged for the
Kaslo and North Kootenay Lake and the
Slocan Valley/Bonnington seats.

Be informed

The lists above are not official, and
candidates had until September16 to
withdraw.
All those running for the various
positions have been invited by the
Valley Voice to submit a short statement
about their candidacy. You’ll find their
comments elsewhere in this paper. As
well, the Voice will be co-sponsoring
(with the Slocan Valley Chamber of

Commerce) all-candidates debates for
Silverton, New Denver and Slocan. See
the ad on page 7 for details. The Nakusp
Rotary Club will be sponsoring an allcandidates meeting in that community.
See ad on page 23 for details. Those
meetings will be covered in our next
edition. (At press time we were still
waiting to hear if Kaslo would also be
holding an all-candidates meeting.)
Election Day is Saturday, October
15, with advance polls being held in
each community. Check the newspaper
ads elsewhere in this paper for more
information on how to vote in the
municipal election.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
There may be plenty of new people
on the local political scene across the
West Kootenay this fall, as dozens of
people have thrown their hats in the ring
for the October 15 local government
election races.
The nomination period for local
elections – being held across the
province – closed on September 9.
The number of nominations left no
doubt there is a lot of interest in civic
government this time around.

Nakusp’s Citizens of the Year were honoured at a ceremony, September 10. From the left: Kelly Roberts, Citizen of the Year; Ray Nikkel, Lifetime
Acheivement Award; Tamara Cann, Youth Achievement Award. See full story on page 13.
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Fibre-optic trunk line complete, but much remains to be done: CBT chief
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The head of the Columbia Basin
Trust says the completion of a fibreoptic line up the Slocan Valley is a
significant milestone – but a lot of
work remains.
“It’s something to be celebrated,”
said Johnny Strilaeff, the president
and chief executive officer of the
Trust, commenting on a recent ribboncutting for the project. “It feels great.
We now have a backbone up the
valley that’s going to be able to service
providers.
“That’s terrific, but it’s not the
end. There are still challenges ahead.”
Strilaeff spoke to the Valley
Voice after the CBT announced
earlier this month it had completed
the 125-kilometre-long high-speed
internet line up the valley this
summer. The $7.9 million cable,
which makes the journey from Nakusp
to South Slocan buried in trenches
underground, hung along hydro poles
and laid at the bottom of two lakes,

will provide high-speed access to a
dozen small communities along the
valley.
Strilaeff says the real work will
now begin – connecting individual
homes to the line.
“It’s one of those things with the
issue of connectivity,” he says. “It’s a
paradox. The more you do, the harder
the job gets.”
This next phase of the project is
expected to cost tens of millions of
dollars, and the Trust has applied for
funding to complete the job, known in
the industry as the ‘last mile.’
“We have a very large proposal
before the federal government, with
support from the provincial and local
governments, which would be for the
first of two phases of fibre-to-thehome,” he said. However, he couldn’t
reveal a lot of detail of the application
as no official announcement has been
made.
But he says the proposal “includes
a significant portion of the Slocan
Valley.”

Patchwork installation

If anything’s been a frustration
for the managers of the project, it’s
been trying to understand the federal
government’s rules and regulations
for funding to support improvements
to access, says Strilaeff. Part of the
problem is Ottawa went to the big
telecom giants to get information
about the status of connectivity in
the region.
“Spoiler alert – their information
was often inaccurate in rural
communities,” he says. “The federal
government has come to recognize this
now and are looking more closely at
it… but under the existing application
process, we have to use the maps they
have available.”
He says those maps create a
patchwork of eligibility that will likely
be a bit of public relations nightmare.
“We’ll have to explain to residents
who are asking, ‘Why does my
neighbour get it and I don’t?’” he says.
“In some communities, on one side of
the street they’ll be eligible and not on
the other side. That’s all the federal
government’s doing.
“Hopefully we can adjust that
over time.”
However flawed the maps
governing the rollout, Strilaeff says
they expect to be able to make an
announcement on the next phase
of the project soon. And once the
announcement is made, the Trust
will be able to provide those maps to
the public. Residents will be able to
check online to see if they won the

connectivity lottery up the valley.

Not a long wait

But the new line isn’t going to
sit unused while the Trust waits for
government funding for its fibreto-home plan. Strilaeff says they
already have some interest from other
providers, and some residents of the
Valley won’t have to wait long at all
to see improvements to their service.
“It’s imminent,” he says. “It is
absolutely available now. We have a
very capable ISP that’s doing testing
now and we are thrilled with what we
are hearing as to results.”
While he didn’t want to name the
company, locally based Columbia
Wireless has already told the Valley
Voice it is keenly interested in jumping
onto the trunk line – and is even
quoted in the CBT’s official press
release.
“This will increase internet speeds
to all of our existing customer base
considerably, and allow us to offer
fibre speeds to whole communities
where we couldn’t before,” said Ben
Leslie, chief executive officer of
Columbia Wireless. “It gives everyone
a nice, local advantage.”
Strilaeff said another provider is
also in the offing, but it was too early
to provide details.
A third probable customer is a
consortium of the Valley municipal
governments – Slocan, Silverton, New
Denver and Nakusp – who are banding
together to develop a communityowned internet service provider. That
provider would both install the fibre-

optic line from the trunk to individual
homes, and manage and maintain the
provision of internet like a utility.
(With local elections underway, a
spokesperson for the group declined
to comment on the issue.)

Next steps

The Slocan Valley line is only
part of the overall project to expand
the Trust’s fibre-optic network, which
now extends across the East and
West Kootenays – an area the size
of Austria.
The Trust’s broadband arm also
completed a line extension in the East
Kootenay, and is just wrapping up
two other extensions to their network,
from Nelson to Fruitvale, and from
Kimberley to Wasa.
When completed, the CBT’s
network will extend more than 1,200
kilometres.
“We have a very capable team,”
says Strilaeff. “I am proud of the
network we have, and how it is
functioning. It is clearly delivering
benefit now and it’s only going to
grow.”
He says next up is improving
connections to other networks, to
points east, west, and to the US, in
order to build redundancy.
“…When these investments are
made, it’s not just for the benefit
of residents today, but for five, 10,
25 years in the future,” the CBT
president says. “So I do see this as a
huge success. What’s happened in the
Slocan Valley here is terrific – but it’s
not the end.”

Columbia Basin Trust celebrates the completion of the high-speed fibre-optic backbone in the Slocan Valley to just north of Nakusp. Pictured
here in the Village of Slocan, near where the fibre-optic cable leaves the rail trail and enters Slocan Lake, from left to right are: Johnny Strilaeff,
president & CEO, Columbia Basin Trust; Councillor John Fyke, Village of New Denver; Walter Popoff, Director Area H, Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK); Mayor Jessica Lunn, Village of Slocan; Mayor Colin Ferguson, Village of Silverton; Mayor Tom Zeleznik, Village of Nakusp;
Paul Peterson, Director Area K, RDCK; and Donovan Dias, Chief Operating Officer, Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation.
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Logger’s lawyers to ask for details of protest group’s online activity
Public protest

On Monday, about 40 members
of Last Stand West Kootenay and
their supporters rallied in front of the
Nelson courthouse to raise awareness
of the case and the issues involved.
Noah Ross says court requests
for the identity of the social media
managers or individuals online
isn’t legally unheard-of, but it’s not
usually applied to cases like this.
He says it is more common in cases
of fraud, where money is being
transferred to an unknown person,
or a person is making defaming
statements from an anonymous
account.
“It’s a fairly unusual order, to
give up the identity of an anonymous
Facebook or Instagram account,”
says Noah Ross. “They’re saying
wrongdoing was done to them, but
they are conversely not pursuing
charges against anyone who was
arrested, whose identity they know
already.
“There isn’t precedent in a
social-disobedience context for
such an order.”
Ross says all Last Stand West
Kootenay did was invite people
to come to the site and witness
the protest. He says he’ll argue
that the application shouldn’t be
granted unless there is evidence of
wrongdoing.
“Telling people to come and
witness at a site where some people
are engaging in civil disobedience
isn’t an offence, and it’s important
to protect the ability to promote
that, because we have a society
where different people have
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
An organization protesting
against logging in the Argenta area
at the north end of Kootenay Lake
may be forced to identify its social
media managers, if requests by the
logging company are accepted by
a judge.
Lawyers for Cooper Creek Cedar
were expected to appear before a
Nelson judge this week to ask the
courts to order Last Stand West
Kootenay to reveal the names of their
website and social media managers.
“They are alleging that account
has created wrongdoings related
to encouraging people to breach
the injunction and counsel people
to cause harm to Cooper Creek,”
says the lawyer for Last Stand West
Kootenay, Noah Ross out of Denman
Island.
According to a post on the Last
Stand West Kootenay Facebook
page, Cooper Creek Cedar was
asking for the first and last names,
contact information provided at time
of registration, and IP addresses of
the last 300 logins and logouts of its
Facebook and Instagram accounts.
It was also seeking the identities
of some supporters who posted
online statements about the logging
operation.
“This is an unacceptable and
clear violation of our privacy, an
attempt to scare us away from
peacefully advocating for the forest,
and a last-ditch effort to bolster the
charges that resulted after the slew of
illegal arrests on May 17 at Grouse
Camp,” says a post by the group.

A demonstrator sets up a sign outside the Nelson Courthouse on Monday afternoon. About
40 people showed up to support the environmental group, which faces another court hearing
this week. Lawyers for Cooper Creek Cedar were applying for court orders forcing the group to
reveal who is behind its social media platforms and online fund-raising activities.

different beliefs,” he continued.
“And witnessing people engaging
in expressions of belief is something
people are allowed to do.”
He said it’s pretty clear what
Cooper Creek Cedar was trying to
do.
“It appears they are trying to
kind of intimidate people from
being involved in this kind of
organization,” he says.
The Valley Voice reached out to
Cooper Creek Cedar’s legal firm
but did not receive a comment by
press time.
Ross said he would also oppose
another proposed motion by Cooper
Creek Cedar for an information
request for people who posted
statements of support on other
Facebook pages.

Earlier charges in
limbo?

This week’s expected court
appearance isn’t directly related to
the arrests made at the protest site
earlier this year.
Seventeen members or supporters
of Last Stand West Kootenay face
charges of civil contempt of court
for participating in or observing a
protest that blocked Salisbury Creek
Forest Service Road in the spring.
That action allegedly violated a 2019
court order, and police dismantled
a protest camp on May 17 and
arrested participants. Two others
were arrested June 1 in a further
protest.
But when the defendants
appeared in court in July, Cooper
Creek said it would “invite” the
Crown to proceed against the
defendants on charges of criminal
contempt.

But Ross says since then, nothing
has happened.
“They haven’t pursued that, so
no one has been formally charged
with wrongdoing from the protests in
May,” he says. “The arrests haven’t
gone anywhere.”
And nothing may happen for
some time. He says the logging
company still has two years to act
on the charges.
The protesters were trying to
stop the logging of 6,200 hectares
of forest on the Argenta-Johnsons
Landing Face, on the northeast shore
of Kootenay Lake. The Autonomous
Sinixt and Lower Kootenay Bands
also called for a halt to the logging

and for environmental protection
for the area. However, the logging
of five cutblocks on the AJL Face
went ahead and was scheduled to be
completed by the end of this month.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30 years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

All of us at
Mountain Valley
Station would like
to thank you for
your patronage this
summer.

As a reminder, we will be resuming
winter hours effective October 1,
2022.
We will look forward to seeing you in the
beautiful changing colours of fall & winter
between the hours of 8 am - 7 pm daily.
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Area H referendum: Find out more about the Local Conservation Fund

LOCKDOWNS
CHANGED BIRDSONG

To be heard above city noise, birds shift to
higher amplitude, higher frequency songs to
attract mates and repel interlopers, but during
quieter lockdowns songs stretched out with
more warbles and flourishes, at a lower pitch.
Young birds have learned this expanded repertoire from elders. Noise levels are back up,
but some birdsongs haven’t reverted. Long-term
effects aren’t known.

attending one of four information
sessions that will be hosted by the
Kootenay Conservation Program
(KCP). The information sessions
will cover what Local Conservation
Funds are, how they work, what
they mean for landowners, and
examples of this service in the West
and East Kootenays.
“We invite residents in the
Slocan Valley Area H to join us
for one of the in-person or virtual
sessions to ask their questions and
find out everything they need to
know to make a decision on whether
to support a Local Conservation
Fund for Area H,” says Juliet Craig,
KCP program director. “We have
also made information available on
the KCP website.”
The information sessions are
taking place in person on Saturday,
October 1 from 3 to 4 pm at Crescent
Valley Hall; on Monday, October 3
from 7 to 8 pm at Winlaw Hall; and
on Tuesday, October 4 from 7 to 8

pm in New Denver at the Bosun
Hall. For those who prefer to attend
a virtual session, join KCP on Zoom

on Wednesday, September 27 from
7 to 8 pm. Registration is required
and can be done online at www.
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submitted
Slocan Valley (Area H)
residents of the Regional District
of Central Kootenay will have
the opportunity on October 15 to
decide by referendum if they want
to establish a Local Conservation
Fund service for their area that will
support wildlife, habitat and water.
Before heading to the polls,
residents can learn more about
Local Conservation Funds by

The Kootenay Conservation Program is hosting four information sessions for Slocan Valley
residents to learn about Local Conservation Funds in advance of the October 15 referendum.

kootenayconservation.ca/LCFArea-H-referendum.
A Local Conservation Fund
is a local government service that
provides a dedicated fund for highpriority local conservation projects.
Examples of projects that have been
funded by this service in other areas
include incentives for farmland
stewardship, reducing humanwildlife conflict, and improvement
of fish and wildlife habitat.
Since 2014, a Local
Conservation Fund has already
been in effect in RDCK Electoral
Areas A, D and E as an RDCK
service, where $15 per parcel per
year is collected from landowners.
This fund has provided grants
totalling almost half a million
dollars, serving as seed money
to obtain four times that amount
in additional funding and in-kind
support (e.g. each $15 turns into
$75), creating jobs, work for
local businesses, and purchase of
materials and supplies.
The referendum is being
conducted on October 15.
Communities within Area H include
South Slocan, Crescent Valley,
Slocan Park, Passmore, Winlaw,
Red Mountain, Vallican, Perry
Siding, Appledale, Hills, Summit
Lake, Playmor Junction, Krestova,
Brandon, Lemon Creek, Sandon,
Rosebery and New Settlement.
For more information, visit
www.kootenayconservation.
ca/LCF-Area-H-referendum or
contact Juliet Craig of the Kootenay
Conservation Program at juliet@
kootenayconservation.ca or call
250-352-2260.
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Province improves BC Ambulance Service in Nakusp
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Nakusp is going to have a fullystaffed, 24/7 ambulance service in the
near future.
BC Emergency Health Service says
it’s improving ambulance service in the
community by providing eight full-time
paramedic positions.
Nakusp is one of 31 communities
that will be receiving more permanent
full-time paramedics.
“I’m pleased to be writing to let you
know that BC Emergency Health Services
(BCEHS) is expanding paramedic
resources in your community,” Leanne
Heppell, the executive vice-president and
chief ambulance officer BC Emergency
Health Services, wrote to Nakusp Mayor
Tom Zeleznik on September 14. “We
have been monitoring and listening to
feedback from your community and are
now taking action.”
Heppel said funding for the program
is coming from the Rural, Remote and
Indigenous Framework (RRIF). RIFF

Raising funds for
Silverton family in crisis

by Jan McMurray
The community of New DenverSilverton is rallying to support a local
family in crisis. Sarah Rousselle and
Brent Olsen have recently found out
that their six-year-old son, Eli, has a
brain tumour.
“At this point the diagnosis is unclear
and the prognosis is unknown. What is
clear however is Eli and his entire family
need our support,” says Shawna SwanMartin, who has organized a GoFundMe
campaign to raise funds for the family’s
trips to the BC Children’s Hospital in
Vancouver for medical appointments.
More than $13,000 has been raised
through the GoFundMe campaign,
‘Support for Eli and his Family.’
An online silent auction is happening
now on the Facebook page, ‘Silent
auction fundraiser in support of Eli and
his family.’ Bids are being accepted until
this Sunday, September 25 at 7 pm.
The silent auction was organized
by Heather French and Lindsay Kugler.
“The outpouring from the community
has been overwhelming,” said French.
“We’ve had more than 50 items donated
for the auction.” Updates posted on
the GoFundMe page by Swan-Martin
explain that the tumour is affecting Eli’s
right eye. His round of appointments at
the children’s hospital earlier this month
concluded that the tumour may not be
operable, and that he will likely need
specialized and ongoing treatment. It’s
not known yet whether the tumour is
malignant or benign.
“What this means is likely a manymonths-long journey of multiple trips to
BC Children’s Hospital and potentially
numerous days-long stays in Vancouver,”
she says. “Please hold Eli and his family
in the highest of love, hope, positivity
and healing.”
Eli is back home and back to school
for now.
Donations to the family can be
e-transferred to sarah.rousselle@gmail.
com, made through the GoFundMe page
(‘Support for Eli and his Family’), or
made via the silent auction on Facebook
(‘Silent auction fundraiser in support of
Eli and his family’).

was announced in 2020 during the
pandemic to help improve access to
healthcare for people living in rural and
remote parts of the province.

End to SOC in Nakusp

The announcement means an end
to the controversial ‘scheduled on-call’
system.
“The Scheduled On-Call (SOC)
staffing model in Nakusp will be
phased out and replaced with a ‘24/7
Alpha’ model, which refers to a fully
staffed ambulance around the clock
with full-time paramedic positions,”

Heppel wrote. “This will create eight
more permanent, full-time jobs in your
community and will help stabilize
paramedic staffing, which in turn will
improve responsiveness and emergency
coverage.”
Zeleznik is happy with the
announcement, and says he will now
work to improve ambulance service in
a neighbouring community.
“My goal now is to work
collaboratively with New Denver
council/mayor and community to
find a solution that will better fit their

emergency program,” he says. “Nakusp
and New Denver are in this together as a
team, and we need to continue to support
both communities on the argument for
better services in the health/emergency
system – as lives matter, not statistics!”
Rural communities have complained
for months that the SOC model is
substantially increasing wait times,
creating staff shortages and leaving
communities without ambulance service,
sometimes for hours at a time.
The good news for Nakusp came
the day after Mayor Zeleznik and New

5
Denver Mayor Leonard Casley made a
presentation about the need for better
rural ambulance service at the Union of
BC Municipalities convention.
The Nakusp ambulance service
covers the area that extends from Trout
Lake to Summit Lake, and south and
west to the top of Monashee Pass. New
Denver ambulance serves Highway 6
communities from Hills in the north
to Enterprise Creek in the south, and
Retallack on Highway 31A.
No firm date was set for the new
paramedics to begin work in Nakusp.
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OPINION

Firewooders

It’s that time of year again. Please
clean up after yourselves by clearing
the ditchside of branches and debris.
If you leave messes for me to clean
up, you are not welcome up West
Wilson.
Dave Shirk
Rosebery

On the
precipice

It has been said that evil’s
greatest trick is to pretend that evil
does not exist. This is true, and yet,
the greatest threat to humanity is
not evil itself. The greatest threat to
humanity is the ignorance of those
who stubbornly insist that evil does
not exist, all the while dragging those
around them over the precipice into
evil’s grasp.
This time is unprecedented in
human history. What is happening
will be told in every history book
and at every fireside until the end of
time. If you have not yet chosen, the
time is now: what side of history do
you want to be on?
Lisa Ross
Kaslo

Open letter to
FortisBC

This is the fourth time you folks
have not responded to my inquiry
about your use of herbicides along
Highway 31 near Woodbury Creek,
even after pledging that my concerns
will be responded to within two or
three business days. Well, I am still
counting the days.
Please explain why you feel
entitled to poison vegetation under
a power line. The dying veg and
leaves are causing a fire hazard in
extremely dry conditions. Why do
you not answer this simple question
that many who pass by this stretch of
the road have been asking? I hope by
publishing this in the Valley Voice, it
will embarrass you into action!

Yours very truly (I will not be
forgetting your promise to respond),
Bill Wells
Kaslo

Bloated public
service

The Britannica dictionary defines
sustainable: to be used without being
completely used up or destroyed,
able to last or continue for a long
time.
I would venture to say that
the hiring practices of the federal
and provincial governments are
unsustainable. A lot of that hiring
data is kept secret, like in Quebec
and Prince Edward Island. Not being
transparent with taxpayer money is
just another stomp on the face of the
taxpayer.
Our glorious leader, Justin
Trudeau, must have been shocked
when the private sector of Canada
only added 56,100 jobs during
the COVID pandemic. In order
to make Canada look good to the
rest of Canada and the world, the
government added 366,800 new jobs,
nearly 9 out of 10 jobs. Crowding out
private sector jobs, this new army
of bureaucrats will cost the country
plenty, with only 38 million people,
with about 15 million actually
working.
In light of the passport line-ups,
airline chaos and other government
shortcomings, it’s plain to see a
bloated, expensive government is
not working for Canadians. There
is a term called the sunshine list:
government workers who make
over $100,000 a year. In 2021, that
sunshine list ballooned by 39,000
to 114,433, drawing $15 billion
in federal wages. Why this is so
concerning is that once government
creates these jobs, they are rarely
reduced in the future.
Take a gander at debtclock.ca
and you will see the sorry state our
finances are in. Our debt is now at
over $1 trillion, clocking in at over
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$6 million an hour. I would call this
unsustainable, Mr. Trudeau. We do
need some government – it is the
glue that holds society together –
but this is a disaster to the future of
working Canadians. This horrific
public service hiring is like wrapping
every ordinary working Canadian
in a spiderweb cocoon, to snack on
later. We have had three elections in
seven years and can’t seem to break
from the cocoon.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Skilled care and
kindness at our
local hospital

Recently, I had an accident and
sustained a puncture wound through
my foot. My son drove me to the
Slocan Community Health Centre
(New Denver hospital) while my
husband phoned them to say I was
coming into emergency with an injury.
As we parked, an aide was outside
waiting with a wheelchair. In the
emergency room, I was met by Anne,
a kind and capable nurse from Slocan
and shortly after joined by Dr. Toobey,
a locum. I was immediately given
a tetanus shot and an IV painkiller.
Bob, who is New Denver’s retired
radiologist, came down from his home
(on a Sunday!) and x-rayed my foot to
determine whether there were breaks
or severed nerves, saving us a stressful
drive to Nakusp. All this time I was in
some shock and pain but everyone was
kind, careful and skilled, putting me
more at ease. Each practitioner told me
exactly what they were doing and why,
and though some of it was painful, the
communication from the staff made it
a lot easier. I received more than three
hours of care, including one and a half
hours of IV antibiotics, prescriptions
for further antibiotics and information
about possible outcomes.
I am writing this letter to thank
everyone for the fantastic care I
received. And also to thank those
people who have fought to keep our
hospital here, including in the past and
currently. Interior Health has made it
difficult to keep our hospital up and
running. Their model is not working,
but the staff here most definitely
are! We are so fortunate to have
this hospital and the high calibre of
medical personnel here.
IH has promised a return to our
24/7 emergency room hours. Thanks
to Mayor Casley and Rural Health
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Network VP Colin Moss for holding
them to their word.
Helen Davis
New Denver

Open letter
to Minister of
Forests

After the Talbot Creek Fire, you
educated yourself with regards to
the KMC Fire Tracker. Recently, we
saw you on the news: the Wildfire
Service will be using a machine
called a Voyager. Considering notable
differences, please explain to the
people of BC why the Voyager was
chosen over the KMC.
With the KMC, a dozer blade is the
first thing that goes through the bush.
It’s capable of building its own trail
or building fire guard faster than 100
men by hand. With the Voyager, the
glass windshield is the first thing that
goes through the bush. This means the
machine is limited to open fields and
groomed areas to avoid breaking the
windshield. There is no dozer blade.
The KMC appears to have a
much lower centre of gravity; hence,
it can work efficiently on much
steeper slopes – virtually any BC
mountainside.
Two things of particular note: the
Voyager has a $900,000 price tag.
This is enough to buy three or four
KMCs. The Voyager carries 600 litres
of water; the KMC almost 10 times
that much.
Overall, this characterizes the BC
NDP’s approach to fires as we make
the transition from fighting forest fires
to managing wildfires. More and more
time is spent looking for more and
more ways to spend more and more
money to put less and less water on
fires. The Mars bombers are gone and
not replaced – they put too much water
on fires and put them out.
John Horgan told us, “People are
in politics to make their friends rich.”
This should prompt the BC Taxpayers
Association to track every penny of
fire money that goes into select private
pockets and look at the political, social
and economic affiliations of these
people.
The Talbot Creek Fire was alleged
to be a lightning strike. This year, there
was a lightning strike on Frog Peak
and another one on the mountain near
Boulder Creek. Both these fires were
put out immediately at a time when
there were fires all over BC. The Talbot
Creek Fire occurred at a time when
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there were very few fires in BC and
all resources were available to put the
fire out immediately. This fire burned
and cost us (the people of BC) millions
of dollars to put out. MLA Katrine
Conroy, Minister of Forests of BC,
please tell us WHY?
Ed Varney
Vallican

COVID back
and forth

It feels like we’ve turned the
corner in public discourse, much like
the polarization so common in the
United States. The centrepiece of this
is the controversy over whether those
who refused the COVID shot should
be allowed to return to work or not.
On August 11, the CDC said
there was no difference between the
vaccinated and the unvaccinated:
vaccinated persons can still get
the disease, and still transmit viral
particles, as can the unvaccinated.
So from a practical point of view, if
there’s no real difference, since we’re
short of healthcare workers, why not
rehire the estimated 2,500 persons who
were fired for refusing the shot, and
get on with it.
Judging from the emotion
expressed when this subject comes up,
there must be more to it than that. It’s
hard to articulate, but it feels like the
thought is those people who refused
to be vaccinated are getting away
with something, and they should be
punished. As if losing one’s job were
not punishment enough. So the larger
good – the protection of society against
a scourge – trumps both common sense
and morality.
But wait a minute. The mRNA
injections haven’t done their job
of providing immunity and halting
transmission. And the elderly found
themselves in COVID incubators
(where most COVID deaths took
place), which included overcrowding,
poor ventilation, denial of early antiviral treatment, masking, and isolation.
To make matters worse, these elder
care homes are chronically shortstaffed.
One of the tenets we profess to
believe in is ‘forgive and forget.’
Someone makes a mistake, pays
the price, and is welcomed back
into society again. But wishing an
everlasting consequence on someone
we disagree with seems to be the
default human response, albeit
childish.
That, in a nutshell, is the heart of
polarization: the impervious hardened
heart.
We humans struggle to see the
heart of the matter anyway, and when
evidence doesn’t support belief,
evidence often goes under the bus.
It’s too bad, because many of the
immediate challenges to our very
existence, COVID aside, are invisible
until they’re not. We have all been
manipulated by the media for so long
that our bullshit detectors work no
longer, and now the governmental
continued on page 5
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continued from page 5
or corporate press release determines
reality. Until that moment of truth
when you suddenly see what’s really
on the end of your fork.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

The problems
with COVID
vaccines

This is in response to Gene and
Carolyn Parker’s letters objecting to
parts of my article in the August 25
Valley Voice, ‘New Denver mayor
and councillors “fed up” with Interior
Health.’ They claim that ‘best practices’
include vaccination of healthcare
workers with an experimental genetic
therapy. Apparently neither have
any acquaintance with either the
current facts or the history of their
own profession. In the name of ‘best
practices,’ Dr. Semmelweiss in the
19th century was committed to an
asylum for insisting that his doctors
wash their hands when going from
the morgue to the neonatal delivery
ward; Thalidomide was prescribed for
morning sickness in pregnant women;
the painkiller Vioxx was prescribed
even though it killed half a million
people; and our regulatory authorities
allowed Fentanyl on the market,
killing millions more and creating an
opioid addiction crisis. Not an enviable
track record so far.
So let’s look at the evidence the
Parkers so dutifully ignore. There
are now more than 1,300 studies and
reports proving that the COVID-19
injections do not prevent infection or
re-infection, do not prevent spread,
and actually present a high risk of
adverse reactions, permanent injuries,
and deaths. The US Vaccine Adverse
Events Reporting System (VAERS)
has now recorded a million adverse
reaction cases to the COVID-19
‘vaccines’ – these mRNA therapies
have caused more injuries than all
other vaccines combined for the past
30 years. It is widely accepted in the
medical-scientific community that
VAERS captures only 10% of total
cases.
Data released by the Manitoba
government reveals that vaccinated
people are more likely to be re-infected,
hospitalized or die from COVID-19:
“Only 9% of Covid deaths and 14%
of hospital admissions in Manitoba
occurred among unvaccinated
people…” A recent study in the
New England Journal of Medicine
revealed that boosted individuals
are the slowest to recover from
COVID-19. Another study published
on the PubMed database reveals
that the mRNA injections actually
damage the immune system and are
thus implicated in the “unexplained”
surge in neurological conditions,
myocarditis, cancers, and other serious
conditions. Commenting on a study
in The Lancet, Dr. Kenji Yamamoto
concluded in the Journal of Virology:
“The study showed that immune

function among vaccinated individuals
8 months after the administration of
two doses of COVID-19 vaccine was
lower than that among unvaccinated
individuals.”
Therefore, how is mandating
vaccination as a condition of
employment for healthcare workers
‘best practices’? It is in no way
ensuring the protection of patients.
It is not only irresponsible and
dangerous, it breaches several codes
of medical ethics, not least of which
is the Nuremberg Code requiring fully
informed consent for experimental
medical procedures. Consequently,
there are criminal actions against
Dr. Bonnie Henry (BC), Dr. Deena
Hinshaw (Alberta), and other senior
health officials across Canada. As
Dr. Peter McCullough explains in his
book The Courage to Face Covid-19,
it is an abrogation of medical ethics
not to seek any and all early treatment
options, a therapeutic option that was
abandoned by medical authorities
around the world in favour of the
novel, fraudulently tested mRNA
injections.
Art Joyce
New Denver

Village of New
Denver gets
heavy handed

The most dismaying thing about
the destruction going on next to the
creek for a pump track is that it didn’t
have to be there. It could and should
have been put in Centennial Park.
The Village council simply ignored
residents’ objections to the creekside
location and began destroying a
natural area much valued by many
people.
My quiet street turned into an
industrial corridor overnight. For three
or four days, double-tandem dump
trucks went rumbling by my house
on average about every half hour, and
dumped tons of gravel on the former
greenspace while machines heaped
it into hills for mountain bikes and
skateboards. The noise penetrated
every room of my house with the
windows and doors closed. The
neighbours heard it, too.
Opposition to the creekside
location has been growing every week,
so council apparently desired to build
the pump track as quickly as possible.
When houses have been built next to
me, the work crews began at 8:30, but
I could rely on them to quit work at
4:30 pm, so throughout the day, I could
look forward to some peace and quiet
in the evening. But the pump track
construction starts about 8:30 am,
and for some days the machines were
operating past 5:30 pm. This was the
Village council’s noise; they could set
the times of operation.
But after three days of this, at 5:30
pm I flipped out more than you might
imagine a 75-year-old woman would
be capable of. The men were inside
their fence so I went up to them and
angrily said they should be ashamed

for not respecting the residents and
shutting down at 5 pm. The foreman
demanded I get out of the fenced area
and he would talk to me. I shouted
I didn’t want to talk with him, I
wanted them to have some respect for
residents and stop work at 5 pm. Then
I marched home.
An hour or so later, I received a
call from the Village office. The person
began reading me the noise bylaw
and telling me it was legal for them to
work at all hours. It was unbearable.
I shouted that what’s lawful isn’t
necessarily respectful, and that I would
just like to have a Village council
that doesn’t disrespect other people’s
neighbourhoods. Then I slammed the
phone down.
The next day I came out to get in
my car, and found the Village crew
making an orange mark on the road
just in front of my yard. While I was
in town, it occurred to me that I should
have asked them what they were going
to do with that mark. I drove home
hoping to catch them, but was too
late, so I headed to the Village office.
Coincidentally, they were on the
highway in front me. I followed and
parked in the Village ‘yard’ (behind
the office). Nowhere is there any sign
prohibiting people from entering the
village ‘yard.’ I asked the two crew
members what the mark was for.
They said they were going to dig up
the road in front of my house to reach
the water line and provide water to the
pump track.
I was distraught. I threw up my
hands and said, “This is unbelievable.
For a pump track?” Centennial Park
already has water, washroom, and
parking; why are these things being
destructively installed only a fiveminute walk from Centennial? I
quickly went home.
Next, the police knocked on my
door, and said I would be criminally
charged for harassment if I a) enter
the fenced area again, or b) follow the
Village truck, or c) enter the Village
yard. He was very nice, and told me
they can legally operate as long as
they want. So there you have it: the
elected officials of the Village are free
to torment the Village taxpayers to
the full extent of the law — except he
told me there isn’t really a noise law
anymore. Last night, the dump truck
rumbled past my house until 7:30
pm, and returned again at 7:00 this
morning. At least the other machines
do seem to be leaving earlier and today
has been quieter.
The policeman said I should have
taken my complaint to the council —
and talked to them with respect(!!)
The same council that’s ignoring a
petition with 200 signatures? The
same council that’s spending hundreds
of thousands of dollars, much of it
taxpayer funds, to put development in
an area directly at risk of flooding? I
have lived here for 40 years and have
never known another New Denver
council so ready to disrespect other
people’s neighbourhoods for cheap
thrills that would have fit perfectly in
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an area set aside for that purpose just
a five-minute walk away.
Anne Sherrod
New Denver

An open letter
to all British
Columbians

As British Columbians, we all
rely on certain core services being
available at the most critical moments
of our lives. Because when they
aren’t, an urgent situation can become
catastrophic.
We are taught from a young age
that, when there’s an emergency, we
should reach for the nearest phone
and dial 9-1-1. And when we dial
those three numbers, there is a baselevel expectation that the call will be
answered immediately, and help will
be sent fast. Because every second
counts.
This lifeline is in crisis and has
been for quite some time. Because of
severe underfunding and understaffing
in recent years, 9-1-1 operators
have seen the service deteriorate as
emergency calls take priority over nonemergency calls. It has sadly become
“the new normal” to see five-minute
hold times on emergency lines and
hours-long waits on non-emergency
lines. Five minutes might not seem
very long. But when you’re having a
heart attack, tending to a badly injured
child, comforting a dying car accident
victim, or witnessing a senior in
distress during a heat dome, you need
help fast. Each second that passes can
feel like a lifetime.
For most people, the 9-1-1 system
is out of sight and out of mind. It
wasn’t until the system was pushed

past its limit during the 2021 heat
dome that many began to see the
dangers of a critically underfunded
and understaffed 9-1-1 system. In
March 2021, we learned just how bad
the situation at E-Comm truly was. In
a report to E-Comm, the firm Price
Waterhouse Coopers found that the
current roster of 153 full-time call
takers needs to increase by 125 to
meet operational demands. A more
than 80% increase. In the last quarter
of 2021, E-Comm experienced call
volumes that were 22% higher than
the year prior. By April this year, we
had lost another 20% of that team, and
an unprecedented 28% of staff are on
leave. Those of us who remain are
working more overtime – and, more
frequently, forced overtime – to meet
minimum staffing levels. When delays
increase the risk for greater suffering
– as witnessed during the heat domes
– you know the system is broken. This
is completely unacceptable for British
Columbians.
If we want to address the serious
risks that accompany 9-1-1 gridlock
and ensure that 9-1-1 will be there
for you in an emergency, then all
levels of government will need to
make a significant investment to fix
this issue for good. What the system
needs is a stable funding model: a
system of ongoing support in which
funding doesn’t ebb and flow based
on news headlines, but is there all
the time to ensure this core service
can be delivered in a manner that
British Columbians need and deserve
– especially on the worst days of our
lives.
Donald Grant, president
Emergency Communications
Professionals of BC (CUPE 8911)

ALL-CANDIDATES
MEETINGS

Come out and get to know the candidates running for
your Village council
Email your questions to the candidates by September
26 at noon to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

NEW DENVER

Monday, September 26
Silverton Memorial Hall, 7-9 pm

SLOCAN

Tuesday, September 27
Slocan Legion Hall, 7-9 pm

SILVERTON

Thursday, September 29
Silverton Memorial Hall, 7-9 pm
With Gary Wright as moderator

Co-sponsored by the Valley Voice and the Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce
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New Denver pump track construction runs into trouble
by Moe Lyons
Anyone heading for the
former off-leash dog area
beside the dyke in New Denver
will find the field considerably
altered.
Much of the area is
now enclosed by a green
construction fence, with two

earth movers pushing loads
of gravel into mounds and
contours. A dump truck with
a pup has been bringing serial
loads of gravel and dumping
them within the fence. Workers
have been raking the dirt into
patterns that will emerge as an
all-wheels skills park (or pump
Chimney pipe & accessories,
time to clean your chimney,
all sizes of brushes

New shipment of
fence posts has
arrived!
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Fall bulbs &
seed garlic have
arrived!

Tulips, Hyacinth,
crocus, daffodils &
more.

Ladies’ ankle socks,
diabetic socks

Straw Bales Fir clean burn wood
$13.00 pellets by the pallet
Drywall, wheelbarrows, lawn
rakes, shovels, garden wagons,
cement & paving stones

$444.50 for 50 bags

40 lbs ea/$8.89/bag
Each $10.39/ 40 lbs

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.

track) by the time everything
is completed. While currently
green space still exists between
the highway and the fenced
area, and the footpath still
continues down the side of the
dyke, the off-leash signs have
been removed.
This is the culmination
of months of dispute and
debate between the Village of
New Denver and a group of
local citizens who have been
arguing against this loss of
green space, advocating for a
different location for the allwheels skills park. Feelings
have run high around this issue,
with each side expressing
extreme frustration.
Thus when news broke
on local social media that a
piece of equipment had been
vandalized, accusations and
innuendo soon followed. One
person even stated, “We all
know who it is...” and several
others made reference to the
group of people who had
opposed the location of the
track.
“I was really surprised to
see this [on social media],”

said contractor Peter Schwartz
of Highland Creek Contracting
out of Silverton. “I think I only
ever told one person about
it.” It was his backhoe that
suffered the damage.
Schwartz showed
the Valley Voice a fan belt
that appeared to have been
deliberately cut. At that point,
however, he was hoping that it
would prove to be equipment
failure, and was waiting for a
mechanic to come on site and
evaluate the situation. The
following day, the mechanic
came and determined the belt
had in fact been cut. Someone
apparently had a master John
Deere key, which is quite a
common item, and had opened
the engine compartment and
cut the belt.
“The damage must have
been done Friday night or
Saturday morning,” said
Schwartz. He had already
been using the machine on site
for three days.
“I am not pointing any
fingers here,” stated Schwartz.
“We really have no idea who
did this, who could possibly

think this was a good idea.” He
speculated it could have been
random vandalism by someone
completely unassociated with
the dispute, thinking this
was a great opportunity to
just stir up trouble. He said
he was disturbed by people
thinking they knew what had
happened and making veiled
accusations against others in
the community.
Once it was determined
that this was a deliberate act,
a representative of the offleash dog area supporters,
Kathy Hartman, approached
Schwartz to tell him how
appalled everyone in the group
was by what had happened.
“We know it wasn’t anyone
associated with us,” she
said, “but we offered to raise
some money if Pete suffers a
financial loss from this. We are
appalled and we feel just awful
about this.”
Schwartz says he doesn’t
believe Hartman and the dog
park supporters should feel
any responsibility for the
incident. He said he hoped
he would be able to recoup

his losses either through an
insurance claim or through
the contracting process. With
the mechanic having to come
from away, the belt being
shipped from Calgary, and the
machine being off the job for
two and a half days, his losses
are somewhere around $4,000.
Schwartz said his wife had
warned him not to take this
job. “She said she was afraid I
would run into trouble because
it was so controversial,”
he said. “Someone even
suggested I wear a bullet-proof
vest!” Schwartz, however,
decided to brush off these
concerns. Now he wishes at
the very least he had written
any damages or time loss
resulting from vandalism into
his contract.
“I really don’t want to see
a whole lot of bad feeling in
the community about this,”
he said. “I know most people
have the best of intentions.
Everyone is entitled to have
their own opinions about
things – that’s the way it
should be. And we’re just
here to do a job.”

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Visitor
Information
Construction of the new all-wheels skill park has been delayed by an act of vandalism.

Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services open house draws a crowd
by Kathy Hartman
Friends and neighbours
from all over Nakusp came
out for the Arrow and Slocan
Lakes Community Services
(ASLCS) and Halcyon
Assisted Living Society open
house on September 15.
Everyone was in great spirits,
as there had not been one
since 2019.
People filled the front
lawn of the community
services building, in amongst
the barbecue, games, and
program presentations as the

Trippin’ Lankies band played
on. Tim Payne, executive
director of ASLCS, started off
proceedings by introducing
Tom Lie, the new interim
chair of the board. Lie came
to Nakusp from the Yukon in
2015 with almost 40 years of
experience on various boards.
Asked what he felt was
the biggest challenge going
forward, Lie replied, “Reliable
funding.”
Lie gave outgoing board
chair, Guy Duchaine, heartfelt
thanks from all the staff and

clients for his 25 years of
service. When Duchaine began
with ASLCS, the organization
ran a Community Works
program, hiring unemployed
members of the community
to build a playhouse for the
daycare. Only one of the
workers had ever used a
hammer. That group went
on to put extensions on both
the dentist’s house and the
ASLCS building. Several of
the original members went on
to earn their carpentry tickets.
“What will I miss most
about leaving?” mused
Duchaine. “The people and
the clients. The people who
work here are so dedicated to
their clients.”
Displays inside the
building included some of
the innovative new Stopping
the Violence (STV) outreach
programs. Lisbeth Smith
proudly showed off the
rack of clothes available to
women looking for assistance
in dressing stylishly for job

interviews. Smith also offers
a Scream (or Sacred Rage)
Night for women who have
experienced trauma, with
a sharing circle offered
afterwards. The next one is on
October 10. Debbie Pitaoulis,
a councillor with the STV
program, has begun to offer
Forest Therapy Walks for
female survivors of childhood
abuse, sexual assault and
abuse, and domestic abuse.
These can be booked through
the ASLCS website.
Originally formed to
deliver homemaker services to
the Nakusp area, ASLCS was
incorporated as a provincial
non-profit society in 1974. It
has become a multi-program
agency, serving people from
newborns to seniors, from
Edgewood to Nakusp to
Silverton with innovative
programs and services that
respond to what is important
to the community. More
information can be found at
https://aslcs.com.
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full-Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15& 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free Wi-Fi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!

40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full-service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

5971 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Relax

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed thru Sunday
from 11am. Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Saturday 5
till 8. Live music on Saturdays. Drop in yoga Sunday at 9:30. Come and enjoy
a drink with Us!

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPR INGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

							www.nakusphotsprings.com
							 (250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a beautiful
mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain air. Stay in our
comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants,
and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open daily for
public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website for on-line pool
reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools. Savour indigenous inspired
meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one of our 52 contemporary guest
rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is included with your stay in the resort.
Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with 4
different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in our spa,
relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food and amazing views
from our fine dining restaurant.

Private Hot Springs

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the
Kootenays! Book one of our chalets and reserve a private hotsprings
getaway all to yourself with breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with
our healing waters. www.kootenayhotsprings.com and www.privatehotsprings.com.
Join Facebook page: hotsprings escape Phone: 250 448 6111

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Thursday Ladies
Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Restaurant hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4-8 pm.
Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.ca. 9 holes $30 + tax 18 holes $45 + tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7241
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 35 course with spectacular views and
well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a licensed
patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 holes - $22.00 18 holes - $33.00. Power
cart - 9 holes $20 - 18 holes - $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250.265.8888 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October 1
with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori Korkola,
Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus other fine artists
represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4
pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday. Visit hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the
Valley Voice for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works of
Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive line
of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about the
human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also offering
timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River Road, north
of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.
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New Denver council, September 6: Council
supports keeping Enterprise Creek Road open
by Margaret Scaia, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
Council agreed that
lobbying to keep Enterprise
Creek Forest Service Road
open is worth the effort.
The road provides access
to Kokanee Glacier Park
from Hwy 6 in the Slocan
Valley, and is scheduled for
deactivation after 2022. A
motion passed to support the
Friends of West Kootenay
Parks and North Slocan
Trails Society (NSTS) in
their efforts to convince the
Province to keep the road
open.
A letter from NSTS
President Mike Koolen
asking council for its support
says the road was closed in
2008 and 2009 due to debris
flow damage following
the Springer Creek fire,
and that flooding in 2020
damaged the road in several
places. However, the forest
licencee has repaired the
road in order to carry out its
logging operations. Despite
this, when the licencee is
inactive, the road remains
blocked to the public at
the 5.5 kilometre mark.
Koolen says the rationale
for deactivating the road
“seems to be a geotechnical
report identifying potential
debris flow hazards, but as
this report is proprietary
to the forest licencee, it is
apparently not accessible to
the public so it is difficult to
understand the ongoing level
of actual risk as the reason
for closure.”
NSTS and FWKP have
worked to maintain the two
key trails into the park from
Enterprise Creek Road since
2010, Koolen says, and this
summer, while the road
was open for silvicultural
activities, volunteers from
the two organizations spent
many hours brushing and
clearing the trails. Blue
Grouse Trail begins 12
kilometres up Enterprise
Creek Road.
“The NSTS strongly
supports the FWKP case and
both organizations would
welcome the involvement of
the Slocan Valley municipal
and regional governments
in pressing the Province to
act on the very reasonable
recommendations presented
by the FWKP. More urgently,
as this deactivation has
significant recreational and
economic implications for
all Slocan Valley residents
and communities, we ask
that you lobby the Province
to keep the Enterprise
Creek Road to Kokanee
Glacier Park open to public
recreational access beyond

2022.”
The Village will submit
letters to the Province and
local MLAs on the issue, and
will encourage other local
governments in the Slocan
Valley to do the same.

Variance approved
for proposed
seniors’ housing

A proposal from a
local developer to build a
four-unit seniors’ housing
complex at 611 Union
Street (Hwy 6), just south
of Canco, was supported by
council. Council approved
a Development Variance
Permit, allowing the rear
setback to be reduced to
2.4 metres (8 feet) from 4.5
metres (14.8 feet) and the
interior side setback where
it abuts a residential zone to
3.6 metres (12 feet) from 4.5
metres (14.8 feet).
The proposed building
is one storey, with four
575-square-foot units
separated by privacy walls,
each with its own parking
space and small yard. The
septic field would be placed
to the east of the building,
beside the highway.
One neighbour responded
to the notice of the requested
variance, expressing support
for seniors’ housing but
concerns about traffic and
snow removal. A staff report
notes that the building’s
access from the highway is
part of the private property
and would be marked as
such. “There is no intention
to allow public access
between Union Street and
Kildare Street via the subject
property at 611 Union
Street,” says Community
Planner Jessica Rayner in
her report. She also says
public works will remove
snow from the laneway and
dispose of it elsewhere.
C o u n c i l l o r Ve r n
Gustafson recused himself
from the discussion and vote
on this item, as he is one of
the property owners.

Heat pumps for
Bosun Hall

The Village will apply
for a Columbia Basin Trust
Charge Up grant for a
heat pump system at the
Bosun Hall. Heat pumps
will provide heating and
air conditioning at the hall.
The cost of the project is
estimated at $50,000, and the
Charge Up grant will cover
75% or $37,500. If the grant
application is successful,
the Village will make up
the remaining $12,500 from
the new Local Government
Climate Action Program
annual grant, expected to be
more than $40,000 annually.

CAO Lisa Scott reported
that she met with a LACE
representative earlier this
year about upgrading the
heating/cooling system at
the hall. In the past, LACE
has asked the Village for a
grant in aid to help pay the
extraordinarily high hydro
bills. The hall is currently
heated with electric
convection heaters and does
not have air conditioning.
The hall is owned by
the Village and operated by
LACE, a local non-profit
society.

Modular home
variance approved

Council also approved
a variance for owners of an
Orchard property adjacent
to Centennial Park, at 220
2nd Avenue. Although the
minimum building width
in New Denver is 18 feet,
council is allowing a
14-foot-wide modular home
on the property, with the
additions of covered parking
on one side and a deck on
the other side. The modular
home and covered parking
area together measure 18
feet wide. The variance
will be issued, subject to
simultaneous building
permit applications for the
modular home, deck and
covered parking area and to
the construction of the deck
and covered parking area
being built within one year
of placement of the modular
home.
Community Planner
Jessica Rayner says in
her report on this that the
owners explored a wider
modular home, but shipping
to New Denver via ferries
and bridges in Castlegar was
not possible.
One resident responded
to the notice of the requested
variance, noting that a
‘trailer park’ image would
certainly seem at odds with
a village containing many
heritage buildings and the
most complete collection
of WWII internment camp
structures in Canada.”

Memorial bench
approved

A bench in memory of
Trevor and Sheila Harrop,
to be installed on the lake
side of Bellevue near 8th
Avenue, was approved.
The applicant (Catherine
Griffiths) is responsible for
all costs, and installation is
completed by public works.
A staff report notes
that there are already three
other memorial benches on
this side of Bellevue, and
recommends that after this
one for the Harrops, no more
be approved in this area.
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by Cassandra Morrison
The Kootenay region is often
considered paradise, but what if it were
a prison? What if people were forced
to come here? What if they had only
minutes to pack their whole lives in just
two bags, to be displaced indefinitely
without knowing anything about the
area or the climate? Could they survive
such a prison, not just physically but
mentally, too?
Premiering in Nelson at the end of
this month, Nomoto – A BC Tragedy,
dives into just that. The 23-minute film
will be featured at Nelson’s inaugural
Kootenay Film Festival. New Denverite
Chad Townsend directs the evocative
short documentary.
Featuring the letters and images of
a Japanese-Canadian man’s time spent
interned in New Denver, and the events
leading to his eventual breakdown,
the film also contrasts an unforgiving
Kootenay winter climate with the urban
environment of the Vancouver area.
Townsend never expected to uncover
such a harrowing tale when he became
the owner of the United Church building
in New Denver a few years ago. He
bought the small but charming 1893
church out of an interest in local history.
“At the time, it wasn’t to do
with internment. It was a love of the
community and a heritage building,”
Townsend says of his purchase. But when
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A forgotten story of internment during the Second World War
he started to dig into the building’s past at
the United Church archives in Vancouver,
his research uncovered a box of letters,
unravelling a haunting story he couldn’t
get out of his mind – one that Townsend
knew he had to share.
That story belongs to Kyuichi
Nomoto, one of the first JapaneseCanadian UBC graduates and an
esteemed United Church minister

based in Steveston, BC (now a part of
Richmond) in the late 1930s. Nomoto
and his wife Kiku were both Nikkei –
originally from Japan. Each had chosen
to move to Canada to build a fulfilling
and successful life of community and
servitude under the United Church. But
in 1942, all that changed.
After the bombing of Pearl Harbour,
Canada became the first Western ally

A short documentary film about the discovery of Kyuichi Nomoto’s tragic story, directed by New
Denver resident Chad Townsend, is premiering in Nelson this month.

Arrow Slocan Tourism celebrates fourth year at AGM
submitted
The Arrow Slocan Tourism Association
is holding its fourth annual general meeting
on September 28 via Zoom.
Over the last four years, the
organization has created a website,
guidebook, several regional itinerary maps,
a Leave No Trace poster, social media
channels, and has conducted online and
print advertising campaigns – all to help
guide potential visitors to all there is to do
in the Arrow Slocan.
“Our marketing is focused on attracting
visitors to the region who resonate with
local values and way of life,” says the
organization’s executive director, Megan
Chadwick.
Marketing is targeted to the type
of visitor that is attracted to the region
for what it naturally holds – its culture,
communities, unique local businesses,
beauty and lifestyle.
Prior to formation, Arrow Slocan
Tourism went through an extensive
consultation process with stakeholders.
One key take-away was the need to increase
visitation outside of the peak summer
period – shoulder seasons and winter –
to support the needs of the many small
businesses in the region.
“We promote itineraries and activities
that encourage visitors to explore the region
as a whole – particularly in spring, fall and
winter – and to check out our many locally
owned businesses that benefit from tourism
revenue,” says Chadwick.
She also points out that tourism
supports not only local businesses but
also museums and galleries, festivals and
events, and recreational amenities.
“These types of amenities contribute
to the quality of life of regional residents,
helping make Arrow Slocan that place
where each of us wants to stay and invest
in for now and in the future,” she says.

Arrrow Slocan Tourism represents
RDCK Areas H and K, and the Villages
of Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan. The organization brings together
all these communities under the regional
banner of ‘Arrow Slocan.’ The current ad
campaign in the Valley Voice is intended to
encourage local residents to check out the
website arrowslocan.com and perhaps head
out and discover some part of their new
region that they haven’t explored recently.
Chadwick said, “We all know that
Arrow Slocan has many beautiful places
and wonderful businesses to explore.
The hope is that through this campaign,
residents will celebrate with us what makes
Arrow Slocan so incredible.”
To share your Arrow Slocan
experience, tag/mention @visitarrowslocan
on Facebook or Instagram and use the
hastage #ArrowSlocan. If you are not on
social media, you can send the organization
an email or image letting them know
what you think deserves celebrating in
our region.
Arrow Slocan Tourism was formed by
the Nakusp and Slocan Valley Chambers
of Commerce. The two Chambers were
working together on tourism initiatives, and
were frustrated with the lack of sustainable
funding for their projects. They decided to
look into forming a Destination Marketing
Organization (DMO) for the region, as
DMOs receive funding from the Province
through a 2% tax levied on short-term
accommodation within the designated
region.
“We consulted with our local
accommodators and local governments,
and did our research to make sure it would
be worth it for us to form a new non-profit
society that would be a DMO. We were
very well supported by our stakeholders
to move forward with the Arrow Slocan
Tourism Association,” says Jan McMurray,

president of the Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce.
Chadwick points out that tourism is
an important sector both provincially and
regionally, and that it contributes to the
economic development of the region. “We
work with local government, organizations
and businesses to see how tourism can
play a role in supporting local economic
development goals,” she said.
Everyone interested in tourism in the
Arrow Slocan region is invited to the AGM
on September 28 at 7 pm via Zoom. Email
info@arrowslocan.com for the link.

to declare war on Japan. Japanese
Canadians, most of whom resided
along the coast of BC, were suddenly
considered a potential threat to national
security. Over 20,000 people of Japanese
origin, many Canadian-born, were
ordered detained, their property seized,
and eventually sold to pay for their
internment, all under the premise that
they could potentially act as spies or
attack Canada on behalf of the Japanese
government.
Nomoto and Kiku’s story is just
one of many sad stories to come out
of that government order. They were
sent from their home in Steveston to
Revelstoke and eventually New Denver,
where the minister took over services
for the Japanese-Canadian community
at the tiny New Denver United Church.
Between 1942 and 1944, he tried his
best to keep his spirits high despite the
disorienting situation he and his wife
found themselves in.
“Most of the letters started optimistic
and put trust in [the government] that this
would all be worked out,” Townsend
says of Nomoto’s correspondence to the
United Church in Vancouver regarding
their detainment. “Being a minister
for the United Church, people in the
community would be looking to him
for answers, and that’s a heavy burden.”
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For Townsend, finding Nomoto’s
letters and following the path they
weaved for him was an emotional journey
of discovery for the first-time director.
“This story really connects
Vancouver and New Denver, the two
places I call home,” Townsend says.
With the help of Owen Akira Kato,
the writer for the film, and a grant from
the National Association of Japanese
Canadians Cultural Development Fund
along with other “very talented people
and the support of the community,”
Townsend says he was able to piece
together the heartbreaking story. He can
no longer look at his building in the same
light. The shadows of Nomoto’s struggle
now haunt the church.
“[Reading the letters] made me feel
different when I’m in the space,” he says.
“In 1944, it’s very clear that [Nomoto]
was no longer stable. Those letters are
very different from the ones written two
years earlier.”
Nomoto – A BC Tragedy premieres
at the Nelson Civic Theatre (across from
the Kootenay Co-op) on September
30 at 3 pm, alongside another local
film, Kootenay Roots: Our History and
People 1. It will show later this year
at the NewWest FilmFest, where it’s
been selected to screen at the Landmark
Cinemas between October 20 and 22.
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SD 10 postpones opening of Nakusp Elementary daycare
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Plans to open a daycare at an
elementary school in Nakusp – the
first of its kind in the province –
have been set back by construction
problems and staffing complications.
“We are unfortunately not yet
able to operationalize the centre
for various reasons,” SD 10
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
wrote in a report that was to be
brought to the September 20 meeting
of the school board. “However,
and despite continued setbacks
including construction deficiencies,
delivery delays and other unforeseen
circumstances, our team continues
to work steadfastly and remain
committed to bringing the Centre to
completion…”
The report says they hope to open
the facility “as soon as possible,” but
gave no timeline.
In 2020, the district received
about $3 million from the province,
and $150,000 from the Columbia
Basin Trust, to build a 96-seat
daycare for both pre-school and
before- and after-care for schoolaged children in Nakusp. The project
saw the construction of an addition
to Nakusp Elementary that houses
the pre-school children in a separate
space, but one that’s integrated into

the school system.

Two problems

There are two main problems
facing the daycare’s completion,
Dubinsky says in his report.
One was construction – which
went smoothly for the most part, but
bogged down in deficiencies during
inspections in May.
“Construction deficiencies are
not uncommon with any new build;
however, there were some challenges
in rallying the necessary trades in
consideration that summer is a peak
time for the industry,” he said. “We
continue to work diligently on the
finishing touches of the interior of the
centre and are nearing completion.”
The second issue is staffing.
This is the first daycare to be fully
integrated into the school system –
the unionized school system. Turns
out no classifications, pay scales, or
other rules are outlined in the existing
CUPE agreements for positions like
early childhood educators, infanttoddler educators and responsible
adults. And as it’s the first of its kind,
so what happens at SD#10 will have
huge impacts on every other district,
making the negotiations something
neither side wants to mis-step.
“We appreciate our good working
relationship and look forward to the
continued conversations regarding

staffing,” he says in the report.
It’s all been a lot for the little
school district to manage, and
they’ve been able to get extra
funding from the Province to ensure
the rollout of the project is done
properly. The district has received
special funding to hire a new vice-

principal for Nakusp Elementary.
Tim Van Brummelen will act as the
district lead for the child care centre,
working to get the centre up and
running and overseeing the initial
day-to-day operations.
In the meantime, the district has
set up a Facebook page to keep the

community abreast of the situation,
and is developing an ‘expression
of interest’ form for parents who
will want to access the program.
Interested parents or people seeking
more information can also contact
the district through the email address
nelcc@sd10.bc.ca.

by Jan McMurray
What do you do if you cannot
or will not wear a mask but need
medical attention?
A New Denver resident was in
this situation recently, and found out
the hard way that he could be served
at Interior Health facilities.
When the local man began
experiencing serious symptoms from
COVID-19, he called the Slocan
Community Health Centre in New
Denver and spoke to a nurse. The
nurse told him the physician would
not see him if he did not wear a mask,
out of fear of contracting the virus.
So he suffered for four more days
before deciding to go to the facility.
When he arrived and told staff he
could not wear a mask, he was
offered a face shield as an alternative.
He wore the face shield and was able
to see the physician.
The resident filed a complaint
with Interior Health’s Patient Care

Quality Office because he received
the wrong information from the
nurse on the phone. Had he known
he could wear a face shield instead
of a mask, he would have gone to the
health centre four days before he did.
The Patient Care Quality Office
was prompt in its reply, which
states that the ‘Interior Health Mask
Requirements Guideline’ was shared
with the leadership at the health
centre. “As per the guideline, when
a patient is seeking medical care who
refuses or is unable to wear a mask,

every effort must be made to provide
care, and do so as safely as possible.
The manager has clarified that a face
shield will be offered to any patient
that presents to SCHC who cannot
wear a mask, as an additional layer
of safety, but the face shield is not
enforced if a patient cannot wear a
mask. The manager has reminded
all staff regarding the IH policy
and has encouraged staff to avoid
providing any medical advice on the
appropriateness to seek medical care
over the telephone.”

submitted
The Slocan Valley Branch #276
of the Royal Canadian Legion will be
celebrating Legion Week on Sunday,
October 16. Everyone is invited to the
Slocan Legion Hall from 3 to 5 pm
for beef or pulled pork on a bun and
salads, courtesy of the branch. There
will be live music, too.
Thanks to community support
and a community gaming grant,
the Slocan Valley Legion was able
to make the following donations in
2021: $3,735 Food Bank, $2,645
New Denver Pavilion, $2,000 Slocan
Community Library, $1,750 school
bursaries, $1,000 veterans programs,
$3,000 Seniors’ Luncheon Program,
$1,000 KLDH Foundation, $500 Kids
Help Phone, $1,500 New Parents
Program, $400 Appledale Day Care,
$500 Books for Kids, $2,000 Slocan
Halloween Hoot, $1,000 WEGCSS

re CBT application. This totals
$21,030. So far in 2022, the Legion
has donated $18,649. The hall is also
made available free of charge for
funerals and memorials.
The Legion is Canada’s largest
veteran support organization, providing
one of the biggest volunteer bases in
the country, and is the cornerstone
of communities across Canada. The
Legion exists so Canada never forgets.
Applications to become a member
of the Royal Canadian Legion are
available by phoning 250-3552672 or dropping by the Legion
in Slocan on Friday evenings 6-9
pm, Sunday afternoons 5-9 pm or
visiting the Legion website at www.
legionbcyukon.ca. Check out the
benefits that are offered to Legion
members. Dues are only $45 per
year at the Slocan Valley branch, and
anyone can be a member.

by Jan McMurray
Construction of the new Goldhill
bridge across the Lardeau River is
underway and should be completed
by early December, says the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure.
The construction site is about 20
kilometres north of Meadow Creek
(60 kilometres north of Kaslo). The
ministry reports that there will be
single-lane alternating traffic using
the existing bridge throughout the
project, as well as a maximum of two
30-minute closures per day, Monday
to Friday, to allow for girder erection
of the new bridge.
The existing timber and steel
bridge was built in 1960 and is at the
end of its serviceable life. “The bridge
would need significant rehabilitation
in order to not have load restrictions.

As well, the ministry has been
working to replace all timber bridges
on numbered routes with those that
are not combustible,” the ministry
spokesperson said.
The new bridge will have a 75- to
100-year lifespan, and is being built
just upstream from the existing bridge.
It will be slightly wider but will remain
a single-lane bridge, due to the low
volume of traffic on this section of
Highway 31. The ministry says the
road approaches to the new bridge
will have more favourable curves
from either direction, and navigation
of the Lardeau River will be as good
or better with the new bridge. Riprap
will be placed along the river to protect
the bridge.
The project contractor is Formula
Contractors of Prince George. The
estimated total value of the project is
$6 million.
Construction is anticipated to be
completed in early December, with
surface treatment of the concrete bridge
deck and asphalt paving of the bridge
approaches planned for spring 2023.

Interior Health won’t push masks on those who can’t wear them

Slocan Valley Legion holds
Legion Week event

Goldhill Bridge over Lardeau
River being replaced

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.
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Nakusp Citizen of the Year Awards presented to three deserving recipients
citizens of the year took place on
September 10 at the residence of

PHOTO CREDIT: DESTINY FROOM

by Jan McMurray
An event in honour of the Nakusp

Kelly Roberts receives her Citizen of the Year Award from Rotarian Dan Nicholson.

Rotarians Kees and Mayumi van der
Pol. Kelly Roberts (citizen of the year),
Ray Nikkel (lifetime achievement) and
Tamara Cann (youth achievement)
were recognized for their substantial
contributions to the community.
Kelly Roberts was nominated by
people who work for her. “Although
our job description is within the realm
of listing and selling real estate, many
hours are spent assisting Kelly in her
efforts to enrich the lives of so many
community members,” they say in their
nomination letter.
Kelly regularly donates cash, door
prizes and printing services to numerous
local groups. She also contributes
to firefighting burn victim charities.
In the past, she has volunteered for
the figure skating club, coaching and
creating costumes. However, when
she really “shines the brightest” is at
Christmas time, writes her nominators.
“The amount of time, energy and
money that Kelly puts into making
Christmas magical for everybody is
really remarkable.” She finds out about
community members in need, and puts

Public libraries are full of fine, free treasures
submitted
“Nothing is like it used to be!” can
be uttered as a complaint – or it can refer
to a good thing. Libraries have been
transformed during the last years, and
there are many excellent and helpful
things about that.
Here’s a list of some of the changes
at Nakusp Public Library.
There are no overdue fines.
Libraries aren’t just about books
these days. There are movies, magazines,
audiobooks, and other items you wouldn’t
expect like hiking poles, backpacks,
seeds, puzzles, children’s games, first
aid kits, gold panning pans, LED therapy
light, PowerPoint slide projector, and
more.
With a library card, you can check
out items from any public library in BC
and return them to any public library
in BC.
You can request items from any
library in BC.
If you need a meeting room, you can

book one at the library.
There are computers and Wi-Fi
available.
Using the library’s website, you can
download ebooks, audiobooks, magazine
articles, take courses, and much more.
If you need home service, materials
can be delivered to you and picked up.
If you need someone to read to you,
that can be arranged.
The library is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 12 to 4.
‘Happy to help’ describes the staff
at your public library. One example of
such service happened recently when a
woman said that she had an interview via
the computer and wondered if the library
had a space she could use. The librarian
kindly offered her office, and the patron
was so appreciative that she donated $100
to the library.
Yes, people appreciate the library
and its many and diverse services. And
the library appreciates the community,
wishes to be of service and welcomes

suggestions for programs and books, etc.
Libraries are a cornerstone of
democracy. They serve people of all
ages, tastes, and views – there is no
discrimination.
The Nakusp Library is free to all
residents of Nakusp and a designated
portion of Area K. Those outside the
taxed area are charged annually $25 for
an individual and $40 for a family. Those
prices haven’t changed for 30 years, but
lots else has changed!
The Nakusp Public Library is a
treasure chest, your treasure chest.
Check it out!

together bags of gifts for them. “She
believes that every child deserves
to have the best Christmas morning
with their letters to Santa fulfilled,”
they said.
Ray Nikkel is very well appreciated
in the community for his efforts to
beautify the village with his exceptional
landscaping skills. “He has been an
employer, a volunteer, an educator,
mentor and much more over the years,
and has impacted innumerable residents
in Nakusp and beyond!” says one of his
many nominators.
Tamara Cann organizes and leads
many activities at the seniors’ centre.

She has volunteered with Sparks, Girl
Guides and Rangers, and has taught
figure skating. She is being mentored
as youth spiritual leader of Saddleback
Community Church under Pastor
Dan Freeman. “All speak highly of
Tamara,” says her nominator. “Tamara
habitually approaches any service she
can offer with enthusiasm, eagerness
and thoroughness. She does not seek
attention, but is utterly reliable in
surpassing the expectations of any role
that she fills.”
This was the 48th year of Citizen
of the Year Awards sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Nakusp.

Our office is permanently moving
to 316 Broadway Street (previously
Meritxell Books) as of January 2023.
We will temporarily be located at
412 Broadway Street (beside Bella
Soriah Restaurant) from October
1st - December 31st.
The staff and management are
remaining the same and we can’t
wait to see you in our new location.
Thank you for the continued
support.
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Jennifer Chocolates celebrates 10 years in Nakusp
by Kathy Hartman
Jennifer Chocolates has been
in Nakusp for 10 years, and owner
and master chocolatier Jennifer
Cross wants to celebrate with the
community.
“I love having the chocolate
shop – I love waking up every day
and coming into work. This is exactly
how I want to spend my days,” said
Cross. “And after 10 years it still
hasn’t gotten old. I love coming up
with new ideas, getting to be creative
and play with chocolate. I love sitting

at my work station and chatting to the
people as they come and go. I love it
when people are interested in what
I’m doing and getting to talk to people
about chocolate and life in general.”
For the anniversary, on Saturday
October 1, the chocolate shop will
be serving complimentary cups
of Mayan Hot Chocolate during
the day. Mayan Hot Chocolate is
Cross’ special blend of cocoa with
cinnamon, nutmeg and a pinch of
cayenne pepper. In the evening, at 7
pm, there will be a free showing of the

Johnny Depp movie, Chocolat, at the
Arrow Lakes Theatre. The movie is
a love story based on the theory that
chocolate enhances the feeling of
love. The theory comes from the fact
that there are substances in the brain
of a person in love that are also found
in chocolate, like phenethylamine.
There is also anandamide, found in
chocolate, that creates a mild form
of euphoria similar to the feelings
of love.
Cross wants to give back to the
community. “I’m so grateful to the
community for all the support I’ve
received over the years. Although
the surge in tourist traffic that comes
in the summer is great, it’s the yearround local customers that have
made the business successful, stable
and sustainable for so many years.
I’m so grateful to all the people who
spread the word and gave us glowing
recommendations.”
Cross began making chocolates
as a hobby and took the Professional
Chocolatier Program at Ecole
Chocolat. In 2013, she went to Italy
to complete her master chocolatier
training, and later travelled to Costa
Rica to tour several different cocoa
plantations to learn how cocoa is
grown, fermented, dried, mixed with
sugar and turned into chocolate.
“Besides the science, I love the
magic of chocolate, the mystical
associations,” said Cross. “Long
ago the Aztecs believed that cacao
was brought to them on the beam
of the morning star as a gift from
the god Quetzalcoatl. When cacao
made its journey from Mexico to

Europe, scientists named the plant
‘theobroma,’ which means ‘food of
the gods’ in Greek. Cacao has been
a revered substance for thousands of
years, enjoyed, savoured, and used
for medicinal, spiritual and culinary
purposes throughout the world.”
Cross grew up in Toronto and
would visit her grandmother in
Nakusp every summer. She joined
her mother and two sets of aunts
and uncles in Nakusp in 2011. “My
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mother was a great support when
I first started, encouraging me to
take the risk and helping in lots of
different ways. For years she would
help me at the shop in her spare time,
and with craft fairs and markets in
neighbouring communities.”
In October 2012, with a lot of
help from Community Futures, the
community and her family, Cross was
able to open Jennifer Chocolates, and
she has never looked back.

Jennifer Cross, master chocolatier, invites everyone to help her celebrate 10 years in Nakusp.
On October 1, she is serving complimentary Mayan Hot Chocolate at her shop, and hosting a
free showing of the movie Chocolat at the Arrow Lakes Theatre at 7 pm.
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Nakusp rail trail washout repaired
by Jay-Dell Mah
After nearly three years on
the drawing board, the repair of
the Nakusp rail trail washout was
completed August 11 after just a
month on the job site.
The trail was closed for six
years due to erosion caused by
heavy rains over several years. The

Village blocked off the site, south of
Highway 6 and west of Zaks Road,
citing hazardous conditions.
Janis Neufeld, CEO of Inclusive
by Design Association and head
of Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association (KASA), was the
driving force behind the project.
“It took years of fundraising

and engagement with multiple
stakeholders in order to proceed,”
she said. “I believe it was 2019
when I began the process under
the Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association. This year, under a
newly established non-profit I
founded called Inclusive by
Design, we were able to implement.

The washout on the Nakusp rail trail was finally repaired this summer. Mayor Tom Zeleznik cuts the ribbon while Councillors Aiden McLaren-Caux
and Ken Miller look on.

New program connects generations, empowers elders in Nakusp
submitted
The Creative Connections Program
is a new initiative funded by Columbia
Basin Trust and delivered through Arrow
& Slocan Lakes Community Services.
The program’s mission is to build
legacies by connecting culture, learning,
and lifetimes in the community.
“Reconnecting our intergenerational
community threads after the social
isolation of the past couple of years
is key to building the strength of our
community fabric, and making Nakusp
the place we all love!” says Lisa Dery,
one of the program coordinators.
The program assists in building
intergenerational connections in three
main ways: reading with children,
sharing seniors’ stories in and about the
community, and holding community
events.
“We are helping bring seniors into
our local schools to read with children,
lead group workshops during after-

school programs, and help older students
gain volunteer and course credit,” says
Murray Peglar, a program coordinator.
Anyone who would like to be involved
is encouraged to contact ASLCS.
The program also offers venues
for live in-person sharing of personal
stories about the area and its people.
“The Nakusp Public Library, the Nakusp
Seniors Hall and senior residences such
the Arrowtarian Villa and Halcyon
House are already onboard with this
initiative,” says Dery.
One of the larger events Dery and
Peglar are organizing is called Harvest
Heritage Days. “It is time to rekindle
some of the old Fall Fair fun, with
some past favourites like zucchini
races, produce harvest displays, and
live performances, as well as introduce
some success stories from the Creative
Connections programs, support local
artists, and celebrate the cultural history
of the Arrow Lakes Region, with lots

Meet and greet the Mayor
St. Andrews Heritage Hall
Sept 25th, 2:00 - 4:00 pm.
Authorized by Rick Hewat, Financial Agent, sehewat@gmail.com

of prizes!” said Peglar. The event will
happen in Nakusp in October 2023.
Another event is coming right up
on September 30 at the Nakusp Gazebo
from 1 to 4 pm. This will be an inclusive,
educational event with drumming and
singing, a dreamcatcher workshop, birch
bark biting presentation, live Indigenous
dance, Bannock and tea and more.
Creative Connections’ mission
includes honouring First Nations peoples’
culture and history, identifying more
ways to empower Elders and recognize
their contributions to this region.
Contact:
creativeconnectionsASLCS@gmail.
com if you’d like to help out with any
of these initiatives.

15
Implementation took one month
from July 11 to August 11. “
The total cost of the project was
$274,394.05. It was paid for by CBT,
PacifiCan, Ministry of Tourism
CERIP Fund, and a contribution
from the Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association.
Neufeld and Cedra Eichenauer,
executive assistant for KASA
and Inclusive by Design, handled
management at the site. Chief
machine operator was Shane Bunce.
Crescent Bay Construction and
Highland Creek Contracting were
instrumental in helping complete the

job quickly. Arrow Lakes Aggregates
provided the gravel and fill.
The Village of Nakusp will now
oversee this section of the trail under
a ‘Licence of Occupation’ from the
Province while the Arrow Lakes
ATV Club is expected to reach
an agreement with the Village to
maintain it.
The rail trail goes back to the
1890s when the Nakusp and Slocan
Railway was built to haul valuable
ore from the Silvery Slocan. The last
train chugged out of Nakusp in 1989
and the rail lines were removed in the
early 1990s.
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Wrapping up a successful summer of events in the Kohan Reflection Garden
submitted
The summer of 2022 was a great
success for the Kohan Reflection
Garden as the Slocan Lake Garden
Society (SLGS) brought a series of
wonderful events to the community
in this setting.
On five Sundays through July
and August, ‘Summer Sundays in the
Kohan’ offered free, mini-workshops
covering such topics as Wild Forage
and Weaving in the Kohan, Bugs
Bees and Bee Hotels, and Reading
the Geological Landscape, each
presented by an expert in their field
of interest.
A lovely, warm July evening
in the Kohan Garden saw sixteen
Valhalla Fine Arts Suzuki Program
students perform for a lucky audience
of 130, including residents from
the Pavilion, accompanied by the
Bluebirds.
On Labour Day Sunday, Fiddle
Dee Dee donated their performance
of an eclectic mix of waltzes,
jigs and reels to a delighted and
appreciative audience as a fundraiser
for the Kohan Reflection Garden
Endowment Fund.
Over the summer months, six
couples exchanged vows in the
beautiful Kohan Garden setting
and each wedding brought business
to local establishments and
entrepreneurs: cafes, hairdressers,
florists, motels, B&Bs, and caterers.
But the highlight of the season
was the Kohan 30th anniversary
celebration on July 24 when SLGS
welcomed over 400 visitors to the
garden. From 10 am to 4 pm, ten
artists demonstrated their craft, five
music groups performed, the New
Denver Aikido Dojo showed off their
skills, kids and adults participated

in an interactive art station and
watercolour classes, and two food
vendors brought delicious treats for
the crowds. Coming soon, a video
of the event on YouTube: ‘Kohan
Reflection Garden 30th Anniversary
Celebration.’
To cap it all off, the annual fall
draw resulted in three lucky winners:
Rod Farnsworth won first prize of
24 hours of garden work, Therese
DesCamp the gardener’s gift basket
and Goodie Lindley the gardening
magazine subscription.
SLGS extends a very appreciative
thank you to the many people who
helped with planning and setting up
these events: the folks who sold raffle
tickets, put up tents and transported
chairs and equipment; the five
workshop presenters who shared
their knowledge free of charge
(Eloise Charet, Ray Nikkel, Daniel
Hellyer, Slocan Lake Stewardship

Society, and Richard Johnson); the
artists who displayed their beautiful
creations; the performers who graced
the garden with their music.
Special thanks also go to the
generous funders who support the
arts, entertainment and recreation
in our community: Columbia Basin
Trust, the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance, and the RDCK
Recreation Commission #6. Many
in-kind donations from local folks
and especially from Slocan Lake Arts
Council, Hidden Garden Gallery, the
Village of New Denver, and Arrow
Lakes Environment Stewardship
Society contributed to each event.
SLGS is a non-profit volunteer
charitable organization and
appreciates all donations, whether
for Kohan Garden upkeep or
for the KRG Endowment Fund.
For more information: www.
kohanreflectiongarden.ca.

Tsuneko Kokubo painting at the Kohan Garden 30th anniversary celebration.

Harvest Festival at Lucerne
School coming soon
submitted
The annual Harvest Fest at
Lucerne School in New Denver is
happening on September 29 from 9
am to 1 pm.
Organized by the Healthy
Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley, the festival is an
opportunity to gather with your
neighbours to celebrate the fall and
all it has to offer.
Mario Lanthier, special guest
this year, will be the lead at the
composting station and will talk
about how to make high-quality
compost and compost tea.
Other activities include all the
old favourites – farm animals, square
dancing with Eldorado Hoedown,
bicycle-powered smoothies,
gardening, composting, seed saving
and games.
Participants are encouraged to
bring an item for the harvest display
tables. Entries need to be dropped off
before 9:30 am, or by 3 pm the day
before the fair at the school office.
The event wraps up with free

‘stone soup’ and bread from the
school’s cob oven, followed by
awards for the harvest entries.
Lucerne students rotate around
the festival stations in teams, and
others are welcome to join in.
Students will also be harvesting the
last of the fall veggies in the school
garden for the soup, and doing fall
garden clean-up. If you like garden
parties, please bring gloves and
perhaps some pruners and a fork to
help out.
The following day, Mario
Lanthier will teach a composting
workshop – a must for all those
keen on building their soil and
understanding the microbiology of
decomposition and simple methods
of creating a high-quality compost
product for your garden. Mario is a
wealth of knowledge and experience
and a dynamic presenter.
For more information or to
express interest in participation
at either of these events, contact
Julia at jgreenlaw@netidea.com or
hcsnorthslocanvalley@gmail.com.
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Krestova Park fundraiser moves into high gear
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
With less than two weeks
remaining, the committee raising
funds to purchase land for a new
regional park in Krestova is getting
up to speed quickly.
Individuals, organizations and
businesses are being urged to move
fast to donate to the project.
“We are looking for large
corporate sponsors that are willing
to get behind preserving a significant
and well-used natural recreational
parcel of land by the local community
and beyond,” fundraising lead Lisa
Parfiniuk wrote in a letter to potential
philanthropists.
Residents of Krestova, a
community along Pass Creek in the
south Slocan Valley, are trying to
save a 134-acre property from being
sold. It has been used informally for
decades by the community, but the
owners now plan to sell.
“This land in Krestova has a
vast and established network of
trails, direct access to Crown land,
unique geography and diverse plant
and animal species,” the fundraising
brochure says. “It bears significant
historical meaning to Doukhobor
communities.”
But saving the property from
sale will require a tremendous
fundraising effort. The RDCK and
a private donor have chipped in
nearly $400,000 already, but about
half a million dollars still needs to
be raised, by October 6.
‘Save Krestova Park’ Committee
Chair John Bullock says with no time

to lose, the 19-person committee
has published and distributed a
fundraising information brochure,
organized a community fundraiser,
and is approaching large-company
investors to support the final
fundraising drive.
A GoFundMe account has been
set up, and they’ve also received
$25,000 in individual donations,
some large, and some small.
“Our largest donation at the
booth on our first day was $4,000
from Dan Rywaczuk from Fair
Realty,” says Bullock. “So far, our
committee members alone have
pledged their time and more than
$12,000.”
The committee has also received
in-kind support and items for an
upcoming silent auction.
“ To d a t e , m o r e t h a n 2 5
companies have donated or offered
to provide us with items, such as
snowmobile rentals, septic services,
horseback trail-riding and even
specialty batches of borscht,” says
Bullock.
A fundraiser – including the silent
auction and bake sale – will be held
at the Crescent Valley Community
Hall on Sunday, October 2 from 10
am to 4 pm.
For more information about
the fundraising effort, contact John
Bullock at johnnywbullock@gmail.
com or 778-454-3318.
To donate or pledge, you can visit
the Save Krestova Park information
booth during recycling hours in the
Crescent Valley Hall parking lot.
Or donors can go directly to any

Leni Bullock gives what she can to save Krestova Park, donating her $5 at a community booth
last week. Bullock frequently walks with her family on the 134-acre site to access the
adjacent Crown land.

Kootenay Savings branch and make
a deposit into The Krestova Park
Fund account #1718790. Donors
can also transfer funds by email on
the KSCU website or donate to that
account by phone (1-800-665-5728).
All donations of $50 or more

will receive a charitable receipt
from the RDCK once the real estate
transaction is confirmed. If for
some reason the conditions of the
sale are not fulfilled, all receipted
donations will be returned to the
donors. Unreceipted donations and

17
all income from the silent auction and
sale on October 2 will be forwarded
to the Sequoia School (if the sale
of the property does not close) to
create a bursary to support students
taking their next career steps after
graduation.
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Slocan Election – fifteen candidates vie for five seats
Mayoral
Candidates

Councillor
Candidates

Steve Baal,
councillor candidate

Jessica Lunn,
mayoral candidate

Dave Fredrickson,
mayoral candidate

I have lived in Slocan for over 50
years and feel very fortunate to have
raised my family here. After the mill
closure in 2011, I chose to stay in the
place I love and call home and am now
enjoying retirement. There are many
changes going on in Slocan with the
transitioning from sawmill to what
direction we are transitioning into at
this point. My experience on council
from 1997 to 2003 included Springer
Creek Campground, water plant
to lift a boil advisory, functioning
partnership fire department and many
other projects that advanced the town.
I will bring leadership working with
council to address areas of concern
that are on the minds of the locals
such as the mill site, waterfront
overcrowding and housing, to name a
few. I look forward to seeing you at the
all-candidates meeting and answering
questions you have about myself and
my objectives.

I remain inspired and motivated
to serve the beautiful community
of Slocan. We are at an extremely
unique, creative and pivotal time.
We have experienced remarkable
change and growth over the past
four years; the next term will require
critical conversation, planning, and
operational adjustments to address
emerging pressures and opportunities
for the Village. Affordable housing,
water, Village operations, sustainable
growth, climate change, economic
development and the future of the
mill site are all key priorities. I bring
a depth of understanding and skills
required to support our community
as we explore and address these
complex issues. I remain committed
to serve Slocan with an open mind
and heart, to hold space for differing
viewpoints, and to work together
with council, staff, individuals,
volunteers, non-profits and our
business community to support a
healthy, happy, sustainable Slocan for
many generations to come!

Elizabeth Azu,
councillor candidate

Elizabeth Azu, a wellness counsellor
and permaculturist, is passionate about
local and global politics, attending her
first demonstration at age nine. Azu
is committed to her community. “We
are lucky to be part of this exceptional
village where citizens care for each
other and the earth.” At 39, she feels
it’s important for her generation to step
into leadership roles. “My generation
tends to complain about politics. Being
jaded about the government, they never
enter public life, and in turn they never
change anything.” She believes that
the best leadership is grounded in love,
listening and accountability, and that she
has what it takes. Though inexperienced,
she is eager to learn, believing that her
skills are an asset to the council and to
the community. Azu is intent to see the
community flourish and grow.

When I have voted in civic
elections in the past, I have always
tried to give my vote to people
who I felt I could trust to act in the
best interests of my community –
those who were honest, reliable,
and who could be trusted to do
the work necessary to keep our
town functioning and growing at a
reasonable pace. I feel that I can offer
those qualities to my neighbours and
would welcome the chance to do so.
I have been blessed to have lived for
over 30 years in what I consider to be
an extraordinary, beautiful, tight-knit
town and would like to give back by
the sharing of my time and effort.

Shanoon Bennett,
councillor candidate
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I am a mother, grandmother,
and an environmental education
teacher, and have lived and worked
in the Slocan Valley for the last 30+
years. I have been Environmental
Education Outreach Director of the
Slocan River Streamkeepers for
the last 10 years, so am committed
to seeing both Springer Creek and
Slocan Bay restored. I want to
promote and endorse affordable
housing opportunities in the village,
especially with the development
of the Mill Site Master Planning
Process. It is imperative to support
the development of all-season
greenhouses, in order to make
our village truly sustainable and
eco-friendly. I want to advocate
for arts and culture expansion,
small business diversification, and
environmental restoration projects. I
would like to see an aesthetic village
makeover that enhances our quality
of life, that can promote tourism, but
not to compromise or jeopardize the
integrity of our community.

Nicol Berinstein,
councillor candidate
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Slocan Election – fifteen candidates vie for five seats
continued from previous
page - Nicol Berinstein
I am running to have a
meaningful contribution to
this wonderful village we live
in and ensure that the voices
and needs of the community
are reflected in our collective
path forward. The actions and
decisions of the council over
the next term will impact the
community for years to come
and my goal is to help realize
a future where all that we love
about Slocan remains and any
changes or development align
strongly with the needs of the
community. To help achieve
this goal, I bring extensive
experience working with city
councils and communities
through my employment in
urban design, master planning
and architectural design. My
service on the WEGCSS
board and OCP committee has
given me the great privilege of
working with our community
and I look forward to the
opportunity to further support
housing, entrepreneurship,
the environment, and culture
within the village of Slocan.

projects. Examples include the
Harold Street and waterfront
projects, the Legion retrofit, an
OCP update, new recreation
courts, and many more unseen
infrastructure maintenance
projects. Future goals include
collaborating with various
local groups and our local
residents to develop a Mill
Site Master Plan, as well as
continued planning for an
affordable housing project. We
have committed to supporting
clean water and climate
initiatives, and offer support
to many local non-profits.
We fought hard to reduce the
impacts of COVID-19 in our
neighbourhood. I’m really
proud of the work we have
done and am excited for the
future of Slocan. I ask for the
continued support of Slocan
residents as I look to represent
our village to the best of my
ability.

Jeremi BuzolitchRoy,
councillor candidate
Ezra Buller,
councillor candidate

The past four years have
been an exciting, transitional,
and trying time for Slocan.
Our staff and council have
done incredible work to plan
and progress some amazing

If I get elected for council,
I will represent the families
of Slocan and their interests.
I would like to make sure
that any changes happening
in this village considers those
families and especially our
youth. I want to make sure
that our kids grow up in a safe
and pleasant environment.
Slocan is full of learning

opportunities for our future
generations and I want to
make sure we facilitate those
and that we do it in respect of
our environment.

Delaine Hird,
councillor candidate

I have been a resident
of the beautiful, rural city of
Slocan for 42 years. This is
where my husband (Gene) and
I raised our three daughters
and continue to live to this day.
If I am successful in becoming
a part of council, my first and
foremost greatest concern
would be to address water:
adequate supply for household
use, water for gardens,
protection against risk of fire
and meeting the demand for
it as our community grows.
As it sits right now, water
restrictions are happening
earlier and earlier every year.
Water is and will be key. I
would like to help investigate
and implement the clean-up of
our newly acquired waterfront
property and continue with the
research and development of

affordable housing. I wish all
candidates the very best in
an election that has proven
to be of great interest to the
residents of our unique little
village.

Heather Marshall,
councillor candidate

I love Slocan and absolutely
adore the heartfelt warmth of
the people in this community.
I first relocated to Slocan from
White Rock in 1999 for a few
months, then moved to the
Nelson area, and back to Slocan
in 2010. I am currently the
president of a strata council,
and a former member of the
local fire department. I enjoy
volunteering and feel that my
experience would be an asset
to our city council. I would
like the opportunity to serve my
community as I am approachable
and open to listening to the
public. I envision our village
creating sustainable income
and employment opportunities
through thoughtfully planned
commercial and residential

spaces, as well as providing
a memorable experience for
tourists. I’d also like to see
more services available for
senior citizens, people with
disabilities, and young families
including affordable housing
and increased healthcare
facilities.

Merina Matthew,
councillor candidate
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Merina Matthew is
a 67-year-old woman, a
bookkeeper, tax consultant
and grandmother. She lives
in a multi-generational
family. Merina wants to see
accountability in the council
and to see projects get finished.
She also wants financial
responsibility. Before projects
are approved, she wants to
know that all ramifications are
taken into consideration, so
jobs won’t need to be redone.
For two years, she was a
board member for the Slocan
Valley Seniors’ Housing
Society (now the Slocan
Valley Housing Society).
She took great pride in being
involved at a time when they
were building the Slocan City
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continued from previous page Merina Matthew
Suites. She loved being involved
when the project got finished, and
intends to take the same pride in
finishing projects in the village.
Merina wants to see the village
become a nicer place to live. She is
passionate about the environment,
wanting more green spaces and
shade trees in the village.

of the community their ideas and
vision for the future of our village.
During the past year, I was co-chair
of Slocan’s Official Community Plan
Revision Committee. I was inspired
by the energy that our community
brought to the process, and I would
be honoured to step into a bigger role
in making these visions possible.

COMMUNITY

I returned home to Slocan three
years ago to help my parents retire
from running our community grocery
store. After a decade of managing
businesses in Vancouver, it was time
to return to support my family and
this community that raised me. The
past three years running the Slocan
Village Market have made me want
to take on a bigger role in supporting
Slocan. Our village is growing, and
we need to meet the needs of housing
and create opportunities for small
locally owned businesses. Every day
in my business, I hear from members

Madeleine Perriere,
councillor candidate

I have served on Slocan City
council for many years. I am
committed to our village and would
like to see the completion of several
projects, in particular affordable
housing, the development of plans
for the old mill site and the last
mile for the fibre-optic. I also want
to work to improve the efficiency
of the day-to-day operations of the
Village. I look forward to being part
of a team that will bring us forward
without impacting what the essence
of the Slocan village is.
I have the time and energy

Having been born and raised in
Slocan, I have a personal interest
in helping shape and protect our

submitted
The Slocan Valley’s Economic
Development Strategic Plan is being
updated, and input is now being
requested from the general public.
Valley residents are invited to complete
a simple online survey found at www.
slocanvalley.com/SVEDsurvey. The
survey touches on topics such as
economic development, business, and
community. It is open until September
30.
Community Futures Central
Kootenay has recently received a
grant from the Economic Trust of
Southern Interior (ETSI-BC) to update
the strategic plan that was originally
researched and written by EDCD
Consultants in 2017. Ron LeBlanc, who
has been the Slocan Valley Economic
Development coordinator, has been
contracted to draft the updated report.

Much has changed since 2017 in
the big picture, and much has been
accomplished here in the Slocan Valley
to implement the original strategic
plan. The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership feels that
now is a good time to assess where
things are at, and to set some priorities
for the coming years.
The engagement process will
include different surveys for local
government, businesses, stakeholders,
and the general public. Results from
this engagement process will help
inform the research and shape future
strategic priorities detailed in the
updated report.
The new Slocan Valley Economic
Development Plan should be available
to the general public by the October 31.
For more information, email rleblanc@
futures.bc.ca

to work with the council in an
approachable way and willing to
listen to the concerns people have.

Sophie Teare,
councillor candidate

Jordan Knott
councillor candidate
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beautiful village. There have been
some improvements in the village, but
I would like to see more happen. I do
understand the fiscal challenges, but I
believe with the right goals and time
management and budgeting, we can
see an overall improvement in how
our village can look. There has been
a lot of talk about people not wanting
our area discovered, but it is happening
whether we like it or not. The OCP
needs to be reviewed and take more
potential growth into consideration. I
look forward to having the opportunity
to learn more and be an asset to Slocan.
I have the energy and the time to make
a difference, and I would be honoured
to serve the Village of Slocan as a
council member.

I am an artist and Slocan is one
of the most inspiring places I’ve ever
been! I’d like to dedicate my time
toward this amazing community,
and help work to ensure that Slocan
stays independent, sustainable, and
beautiful! I believe that my career as a
software designer and a digital business
analyst has given me the experience
I need to bring a unique and modern
set of skills to our Village council.
There’s a bright future for Slocan and
its surrounding communities, and I’d
love to play a part in building that
future. To me, that future looks like a
vibrant, community-focused culture
with thriving local businesses, more
locally grown food, affordable and
sustainable housing, and investments
in multi-function infrastructure.
And of course, as a nerd, I have to
mention faster Internet! If given the
opportunity to be on Village council,
this is what I’d work towards.

Joanna Van Bynen
councillor candidate

Public input invited for economic development update

KDCFS manages the diversity of values of the Community
Forest in an ecologically responsible and fiscally accountable
manner on behalf of the people of Kaslo and Area D.
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Two candidates for school trustee in the Slocan Valley

Emily Duggan, SD
8 Slocan Valley/
Bonnington trustee
candidate

I am a 35-year-old stay-at-home
parent to two fantastic kids. My
family is proud to call a small fiveacre property in Krestova home. We
care for chickens, bees, dogs, a cat,
some tropical fish and a bearded
dragon named Wally. We have a

beautiful garden that tries its best
to injure me each year. Originally
from the Okanagan, my partner and I
look forward to raising our Kootenay
born children here. I have chosen
to accept nomination for a seat as
a school board trustee for School
District 8 Electoral Area #3, simply
because it’s about time someone
new did! As a parent, I am appalled
to learn that a school in our district
has not had drinkable water for the
staff or children for six years. SIX
YEARS! I am eager to be able to be
in a position where I can advocate
for this issue to be resolved. I have
made an effort to attend different
PAC meetings this month, to not
only introduce myself personally,
but to hear exactly what issues the
schools in our area are having. It has
become increasingly clear to me that
our staff and children need a voice
to advocate for them. At this stage in
my life, I am ready to be that voice,
for my children as well as for my
community.

Sharon Nazaroff,
SD 8 Slocan Valley/
Bonnington trustee
candidate

I am fortunate to live in the
Slocan Valley community of
Krestova and to be part of a rich

cultural environment. This has given
me a deep respect for the diversity
and history that is unique to Slocan
Valley communities. Over many
years, I have worked with children
and families as an Early Childhood
Educator in each of the schools in our
Slocan Valley ‘family of schools.’
Families from different backgrounds
often commented on my ability to
understand and appreciate them. In
the words of a four-year-old: “Miss
Sharon listens.”
I would be honoured to continue
representing the Slocan Valley/
Bonnington area as school board
trustee and will continue to work
tirelessly to ensure all voices are
heard. I worked with communities
to successfully keep two of our
schools open that were under threat
of closure – WE Graham and
Winlaw Elementary. Additionally,
we successfully fought to keep grade
six students in Winlaw and Brent
Kennedy elementary schools. I have
championed the student-led climate
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change project at Mount Sentinel
School – an upcoming installation
of solar panels.
I will: maintain focus on
student achievement and wellbeing; recognize and support the
unique strengths and needs of each
student based on equity, diversity
and inclusion; foster respectful
communication – LISTENING
and being open to hearing diverse
perspectives and creative strategies;
learn about the strengths and concerns
of SD 8 students, families, educators,
administrators including all those
that form a thriving educational
community; participate in making
decisions that benefit the entire
district while representing the interest
and needs of rural education. During
my last two terms as a school trustee,
I have demonstrated my commitment,
knowledge, experience, and passion
in service of our Slocan Valley family
of schools. I will work with you to
ensure our students receive the best
possible education.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

NAKUSP & AREA

Key to a thriving local economy

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky

selection of Klippan blankets and our bookshelves are presently overflowing
with quality books for all ages • The latest in eco-fashion is here from the
Valley’s Nomads, Kelowna’s Brok Boys and Victoria’s Hemp & Company, as
well as Abaka and Message Factory/OÖM of Montreal and Effort’s of Toronto •
Our gazebo on Main still has great natural fibre clothing deals and sale books
• Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! • RavensNestBC.com
• 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Wilds of Canada Cycle

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Bicycle sales and service

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Sunnyside Naturals

SLOCAN

Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Open every day!: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, 11a–3p • We’ve got an amazing

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sundays 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255

COMMUNITY
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Nine candidates vie for five seats on Kaslo Council
Mayoral
Candidates

the vision that fresh eyes, and input,
could provide. Share your vision at
lyndabeddow@telus.net

Henry Van Mill,
mayoral candidate
Suzan Hewat,
mayoral candidate

I have served as the mayor of Kaslo
since 2014 and prior to that on council
starting in 2005. I’m running for reelection so I can continue to support
the community I love. I’d like to work
with the new council to complete the
projects already approved or supported:
the A Avenue water line, renovations
of the Kemball Memorial Centre, and
public washrooms at Kaslo Bay, to
name a few. I will also continue working
with organizations that rent municipal
buildings, to renovate and improve them;
these groups enrich life in Kaslo through
culture and recreation. I will continue
to advocate for improvements to health
care in our community, and for more
affordable housing. I will always work
with council to address issues raised by
community members, listening with an
open mind. Finally, I want to maintain
important relationships, and foster new
ones, with people and organizations
outside our community for Kaslo’s
benefit.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Did not submit a write-up.

Councillor
Candidates

Lynda Beddow,
councillor candidate

My love affair with Kaslo began
with a job relocation. Many years later,
Kaslo continues to charm all those who
live and visit here. I am, however, deeply
concerned about recent divisions within
the community and, whether or not it
is considered council’s responsibility
to lessen this division, it has given
me the impetus to run. My decades of
varied government, private industry,
and business experience, along with my
involvement in many local community
organizations, should prove of value.
Those who know me well can attest that I
am an active and passionate participant in
everything within my purview. I always
strive to give my best and sincerely
promise to bring that same energy to the
table if elected. Council’s completion
of several public projects is laudable
and might progress even further with

Erika Bird,
councillor candidate

During my 30 years in Kaslo, I’ve
volunteered on numerous community
projects. I can think of many ways
to maintain or develop what we all
hold dear, from our natural and built
environment, to what makes our
cultural and social life lively, to the
economy. But in my experience, getting
good ideas implemented depends on
one’s ability to work well in small
groups, doing the research (which
includes listening to the ideas of others)
and reaching out to individuals and
organizations who can help. Working
with other committee members over
the past year to update Kaslo’s Official
Community Plan has been rewarding.
The plan is now ready for public
hearing. But I’m most proud of what I
have accomplished as chair of the Kaslo
Housing Society. Our 10-unit building
is under construction, fully funded and
on schedule.
You can count on me to be
responsible, respectful, and effective.

Rob Lang,
councillor candidate

I am extremely proud of what Kaslo
council has achieved in the past four
years. Included in these achievements
are sewer expansion, arena and ball field
upgrades, Front Street Park, and Official
Community Plan renewal. But much
work remains to be done in the areas
of the Kaslo South planning process,
waterfront development, and sewer and
water facilities upgrades. This will be
my fourth election and I will continue to
commit to bringing my years of expertise
to the council table. My background
in infrastructure provides a historical
context to discussions on these important
matters. I support respectful dialogue
and stakeholder engagement. These are
critical elements to the success of any
future councils. I ask for your support at
the upcoming election.

Maureen (Molly)
Leathwood,
councillor candidate

I grew up in Kaslo. Growing up

slocancityhotel.ca

Senior’s
Tour back again!
2 hours for the price of 1 • Includes a free guide
Book in advance by Sunday

Mondays from 11-12 and ride with us until 1

Front St., Kaslo • 250-300-7923 • kaslo@ekruise.com

in Kaslo meant we had a lake to swim
in every day, safe neighbourhoods, did
not have to lock our doors, and people
who watched out for each other. My
parents taught us many things but
most importantly to give back to your
community and if you want to make
a difference, stand up and do it. They
taught us to appreciate all the things we
had growing up, including the people.
That is why I am running for council –
FOR THE PEOPLE. In my opinion, the
roles of councils have changed. It isn’t
only about dollars and cents. It is about
the people and ensuring our decisions are
inclusive and respectful of their diversity.

Matthew Brown, councillor
candidate

I sincerely love our community. I am
invigorated and inspired by this moment
in Kaslo’s history. Young families are
injecting businesses with new energy
and opportunities, local organizations are
thriving through volunteerism, and the
challenges of the future are being debated
and faced with ingenuity and innovation.
I feel called to serve this community’s
continued evolution, while representing
young families like my own and the
challenges and opportunities that face us.
I have lived in Kaslo half my life. I am
hopeful that my actions in our community in
that time will inspire you to entrust me with
your vote. Qualifications: Commissioner Kaslo & Area D Economic Development
Committee; Founding board member,
Kaslo Baseball & Softball Association;
Founder, Kaslo Youth Baseball; Local
business owner 10 years.

Two seek School District 8 seat
Jonathan Carruthers,
councillor candidate

Rooms &
Suites
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In a funny kind of way, I am
running because I’ve stopped running.
Since living here, there has been
nothing to run from – only things to
run toward. The obvious is the majestic
beauty, but equally it is the community.
There is something special here. Some
would call it magic. I have grown with
Kaslo and put back time as a volunteer
on the boards of the Kaslo Jazz Festival
and the Langham Cultural Centre. My
candidacy for Village councillor is
not one of criticism or complaint, but
simply a wish to contribute towards
cost-effective, creative solutions to
address community concerns. These
concerns include: new strategies
for housing; a review and update
of our fire preparedness plan; fiscal
responsibility in a period of inflation
and rough economic seas; and lastly,
following two years of lockdowns,
active support for community-driven
efforts that promote unity, security and
growth of our cultural and economic
lives.

Dawn Lang, SD 8 Kaslo & Area
D trustee candidate

Our public education system must be
strong and locally accountable to ensure
that we are supporting every child to reach
their fullest potential. Through respectful
dialogue, we will collaboratively work
with our educational partners towards the
district goals of learning, organizational
excellence, relationships and engagement.
Our district believes that an equity-centered,
relevant, and engaging learning experience
is necessary to maximize the success of
all learners. Equity, achieved through the
meaningful inclusion of all learners while
honouring their diversity, builds a school
system that supports each individual learner
achieving their potential and the well-being
of all learners. It would be an honour to
continue representing Kaslo and Area D

at the board table of School District 8. My
experience as trustee includes16 years of
service. I have served as vice chair of the
board, chair of the Operations and Finance
Partner Advisory Committee, member of
the Labour Management Committee and
Bargaining Committee.
Regionally, I currently serve as president
of the Kootenay Boundary Branch of the BC
School Trustees’ Association. Provincially, I
currently serve as director, BC Public School
Employers’ Association, and have sat on the
Finance and Legislations Committees of the
BC School Trustees’Association. Improving
student achievement is the key work of
locally elected boards of education. I bring
16 years of governance experience to the role
of board of education trustee and have a solid
understanding of the roles and responsibilities
of a trustee. I understand the importance of
constructive relationships between the board
of education and staff. I am well-grounded
in respectful dialogue, partner engagement,
policy development, and financial oversight.
I stay current with sector trends and engage
in professional development to support my
role. I am asking for your support.

Dustin East, candidate for SD 8
Kaslo and Area D trustee,
Did not submit a write-up.
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Nakusp mayor acclaimed, seven candidates seek four council seats
Councillor
Candidates

Dawn (Dolly) Edwards,
councillor candidate

My name is Dawn Edwards,
but most people call me Dolly.
Nakusp is a little piece of paradise,
and I’m more than grateful to
live here. I am running for a seat
on the Nakusp council as I want
to develop a deeper connection
with my community by delivering
services to meet local needs, and
strive to improve quality of life and
community well-being. Nakusp has
so many fantastic entrepreneurs and
I’m passionate about promoting
business. Together we faced the
difficulties of the past two years and
now we need positive and stable
growth to support a prosperous
economy. Our town has amazing
character and I hope we can keep
that local charm. I’m excited for
the opportunity to meet and connect
with the community. I believe in an
honest and transparent government
that promotes accountability and
provides information to all citizens.

back to this wonderful community
that has so warmly welcomed and
supported us over the years. I am
resilient, resourceful, focused and
loyal, and I am committed to fully
engaging with the Nakusp Village
portfolio over the coming years, with
my family’s support.

Tina Knooihuizen,
councillor candidate

In November of 2021, we
moved our family to Nakusp and
immediately felt warmly welcomed
to the community. Impressed by
the warmth of the residents, the
community revitalization, the
pride taken in local businesses and
residences, we knew we’d found
our forever home. I’ve always
felt that citizen involvement and
engagement has a positive impact on
the community, as illustrated in my
extensive experience in communitybased and non-profit organizations
over the past 25 years. In an effort
to continue the good work of the
previous council members, I’d like to
take an active role in making a longterm difference. Already I’ve shown
a commitment to this community as
seen through my volunteer position
as president of the Nakusp and
District Chamber of Commerce. I
am transparent and honest, have a
strong work ethic, conduct myself
with integrity, and commitment and
intend to be true to those values.

Aidan McLaren-Caux,
councillor candidate

Having served one term on
Nakusp Village council, I am
excited to put my name forward for
another four years of service to the
community that I love. I have been
deeply involved in several aspects
of the village over the years – with
recreational groups (hiking, soccer,
and skiing), or with community nonprofits and the Nakusp Elementary
School Parent Advisory Council,
or with corporate governance on
the board of NACFOR, to name a
few – and I hope to continue to help
develop and guide our beautiful
community. This past summer, I had
the privilege of traveling throughout
much of our province and across
the country, and I was regularly
reminded of how lucky we are to
live is such an amazing and unique
community. I am seeking your
support to allow me to continue to
contribute to making our village
better every day by representing you
on Nakusp Village council.

Victoria Youmans,
councillor candidate

I’ve lived here the majority of
my life and I love our community.
It’s given me an incredible place
to raise a family, play hockey and
enjoy the incredible outdoor endless
wilderness. I want to preserve the
uniqueness of our town at the same
time as creating more jobs for
families to be able to stay together
here at home. We are about to
witness a huge industry change and
it’s important we lead the way to
create jobs in our community to keep
families together and in Nakusp,
more activities for children and
seniors, bring some events to the area
to help support our local and small
businesses, and take a good look at
our housing situation. I’m looking
forward to giving back to a town that
has given so much to my family. I
love the people and I truly care about
the future of our area.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Mason Hough,
councillor candidate

My desire to sit on Nakusp
council is fueled by a number of
reasons, but the following are what
primarily motivates me. First of
all, as a property owner in Nakusp,
I would love the opportunity to
have input into matters regarding
the sustainability of and changes
to our current infrastructures and
facilities. I would also like to be
an active participant in discussions
concerning future projects and
improvements. Another catalyst for
my wanting to sit on council is my
family. My wife and I are raising a
young family in this village and I
believe that every decision made
for this village can directly or
indirectly affect the future of our
children and our children’s peers.
My hope is that, by being elected, I
can adequately represent those who
share a similar outlook.

Jo Law,
councillor candidate

Since submitting my first agenda
item to the Village of Nakusp council
back in 2018, I was unexpectedly
super thrilled by the process. I
admired the thought and care that
went into the council’s deliberation
of each issue. Now, after years
of bonding with the community
via collaboration with numerous
local small businesses , boards and
societies (and of course with endless
moral support from friends and
family), I felt it was a great time to
throw my hat in the ring for council,
carrying the baton from those I
respect and admire, while bringing a
fresh energy and diverse perspective
to the table.

Andreea Myhal,
councillor candidate

I am looking forward to the
opportunity to serve Nakusp and area,
and to doing my part in enhancing
the quality of life for all residents and
businesses alike. I have volunteered
extensively in this community over
the years, from the board of the
Arrow Lakes District Arts Council
Society and of the Nakusp and District
Chamber of Commerce, to the Nakusp
and District Museum, the Nakusp and
Area Youth Society, the Society for
Nakusp Community Events, and the
Nakusp Visitor Centre. I have owned
and operated a couple of small and
successful businesses in this town, and
I am doing everything I can to give

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

FOREVER HOME NEEDED
FOR MATURE LOVING CAT!
Pal is 12 years old and is a shy, healthy boy. Pal is an insideonly cat and he’ll do best in a quiet home when he knows he’s
safe and loved, preferably where there aren’t any young kids
or other pets. He loves to play with his toys or hop up on your
lap to watch TV! Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 if you can
give PAL a safe, loving FOREVER HOME.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

ALL-CANDIDATES
MEETING

NAKUSP

Wednesday, September 28
Arena auditorium, 6:30-9 pm
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Nakusp

KASLO & AREA
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Kaslo council, September 6: Langham garden project request approved
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Langham garden project

Village council will alter the
zoning rules to allow the people
building a memorial garden at the
historic Langham building to build
a fence twice as high as current
regulations allow.
Council approved issuance of
a Development Variance Permit to
the Langham Cultural Society to
build a six-foot fence around the
property, instead of a three-foot
fence as is the limit under the zoning
bylaw. The change will allow the
society to “create a Japanese-style
garden in recognition of the Japanese
internment in Kaslo during WWII,”
council was told.
“The Langham receives many
hundreds of Japanese Canadians
and related visitors every year
and the garden will be yet another
draw from that demographic that
will enhance economic, social,
cultural and heritage benefits for the
Langham, Kaslo and area,” wrote
Paul Grace-Campbell, executive
director at the Langham. “…The
proposed garden also serves to help
beautify the community as it will
be a pleasing upgrade to what has
admittedly become an unattractive

Since
Since1986
1986

Come see our unique
selection of gifts, cards,
and clothing.
Open every day.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

and little-utilized garden space.”
The society has engaged noted
garden designer Hiro Okusa, who
has worked on the garden at the
Nikkei Centre in New Denver, for
this project.
The height restriction is set to
ensure sight lines are maintained
for traffic and pedestrian safety. But
staff said in this case, the top half of
the fence will be metal railing, and
the bottom half masonry, in the style
of the historic building. That will
ensure visibility is safeguarded, and
the society will be required under
the development permit to ensure it
is maintained.

Racquet club
improvements

The Kaslo Racquet Club is
going to get a $10,000 grant from
the Village to improve its facilities.
The club currently has two tennis
courts on the Village-owned land it
uses, but the “current condition of the
courts is very poor, and resurfacing
is required,” says a report from staff.
The club plans to apply for
around $350,000 in grants from
the Columbia Basin Trust Outdoor
Active Recreation Grant program,
provincial gaming grants and the
federal ‘New Horizons for Seniors’
program, as well as do its own
fundraising. But seed funding
from council’s RDCK Community
Development Fund kitty will help
show local support for the project.
They say they plan some big
changes to the facility.
“Given the growing popularity
of pickleball, the group is proposing
to transform one of the existing
tennis courts into four pickleball
courts,” says the staff report. “They
are also proposing the installation of
perimeter fencing and the addition of
a storage/washroom building.”
The KRC says it’s hopeful
that improved facilities will
allow them to hold tournaments
and bring additional visitors to
Kaslo, particularly in the spring/fall
shoulder seasons. Maintenance will
continue to be performed by KRC
volunteers.
Council approved the grant
application.

A Avenue watermain

Work is underway to replace an
aging watermain in the village. The
A Avenue watermain project began
on September 12, after a week of
prep work . The main part of the
$671,000 project should take about
six weeks to complete, with the

We will be closing
October 15

Consider storing your
bike with North Kootenay
BikeShop October
through March for $199
Including basic tuneup
Does not include parts

North Kootenay
BikeShop
— Sales & Service —
Front Street, Kaslo
250-300-7923

cleanup and finishing work all over
by Hallowe’en. The contractor is
Brenton Industries.
The work will require one lane
of A Avenue to be closed for the
construction period.
Later in the meeting, council
also approved a relaxation of the
noise bylaw to allow the contractor
to work until 7 pm on weekdays
– one hour longer than the bylaw
allows – and on Saturdays. But that
will only happen if necessary to keep
the project to its planned schedule,
staff said.

Water restrictions tough
to enforce

The Village can’t really do a lot
to stop people from ignoring water
restrictions, council heard. That news
came after a letter from a citizen
complaining about their neighbours
watering their lawns throughout the
summer.
“It is less than fair when we all
pay the same rate while a few abuse
the privilege,” wrote resident Gillian
Froese. “Sprinklers being freely
used during hours, and for hours,
when they shouldn’t be should not
be ignored, it’s at the very least
annoying.”
Froese asked if the Village could
install water meters and bill people

based on consumption.
But Chief Administrative Officer
Ian Dunlop said it wouldn’t be
an economic move, as the cost of
installation and maintenance would
eliminate any financial gains the
Village would make. (However,
the new OCP does suggest new
commercial developments should be
metered, he noted).
Otherwise, Dunlop admitted the
town can’t do much about greenlawned scofflaws.
“Right now we just have a policy
for watering guidelines, – it’s not a
bylaw – so if someone doesn’t follow
the guidelines… there’s nothing
we can do about it if they don’t
comply,” he says. “We would like to
look at coming up with a bylaw for
water guidelines that would allow
ticketing.”
Dunlop said staff would look to
council for direction on the matter in
the coming months.

Procedures bylaw
passed

Council gave third reading
to the updated procedures bylaw,
which governs how the legislative
body’s business is conducted. The
procedures bylaw sets rules on things
like meeting start times, rules of
order, and use of video conferencing.

Two changes in the updated bylaw
that affectthe public include: setting
the deadline for submissions to
council meetings from Wednesday
noon to Tuesday noon, to give staff
more time to gather information on
an issue; and moving public question
period up near the beginning of the
agenda, to allow citizens to comment
before council debates new business
and late items.
The bylaw also stipulates that
council adopt, in accordance with
provincial law, a code of conduct for
councillors.
The bylaw is to be adopted at the
September meeting of council.

OCP bylaw

Council also gave second reading
to its Official Community Plan.
There were some minor changes
made after the first reading of
the bylaw, and the plan has been
forwarded to the RDCK, the Ktunaxa
First Nation and other agencies to
ensure there are no problems with
integration with other plans.
The public will get a chance
to review the document and
provide input at a public hearing on
September 26 at the Kaslo Legion
Hall. It will then go for final reading
and adoption, likely by the end of
the month.

Teen anglers top a great day on the water by each winning a new kayak
submitted
Aidan Burt and Roman van’t
Land had one of their best fishing
weekends ever at Johnsons Landing
on Kootenay Lake and topped their
haul by each winning a new kayak.
The fishing friends from Nelson
each entered trout heads in the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program Kids’ Derby, which awards
more than 30 prizes each season for
rainbow and bull trout.
Fishing from a 16-foot metal
skiff at the Burt family cabin, the pair
landed a bucketload of trout.
“It was an amazing day and one
of the best fishing weekends I’ve
ever had,” said Roman. “I entered
one rainbow and two or three bull
trout heads, but we caught a lot more
fish than that.”
These young anglers really know
their stuff.
“At that time of year, the kokanee
are spawning and there are schools
all over the water,” Roman explained.
“So, I was using a Len Thompson red
and white spoon, because the white
imitates the kokanee a bit more. For
that time of year, it works really well,
and you don’t catch the kokanee.”
That’s an important point. The
angler incentive program is geared
toward catching as many of the
lake’s trout as possible to correct a

predator-prey imbalance with the
dwindling kokanee.
“I was amazed that I won,”
Roman said. “Aidan’s brother
entered 10 fish heads and his friends
entered 15 or so. I just entered three
and I won. Then Aidan won the same
prize.”
It was crazy,” agreed Aidan.
The new kayaks are already
getting a workout.
“I took mine out on Erie
Lake near Salmo, where I go for
largemouth bass,” said Aidan. “I
caught five of them.”
Anglers who are 15 years of age
or younger can enter their rainbow
and bull trout catches to win one
of more than 30 prizes, including
kayaks, fishing gear, Kokanee Zip
Line tickets and Ainsworth Hot
Springs passes. Entries will be taken
until September 30.
“This program reduced rainbow
trout and bull trout abundance faster
than any other recovery action
implemented to date,” said Molly
Teather, fish biologist, Ministry of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations, and Rural Development.
“In the absence of these predators,
kokanee will likely have a better
opportunity to survive to maturity
and reproduce. We anticipate this
last year has made significant steps

towards the goal of recovering
kokanee and the Kootenay Lake
trophy trout fishery.”
To enter, anglers must bring
an intact fish head (or full fish for
Woodbury tissue sample) to one of
four return depots: Balfour Gill &
Gift Gas Station, Woodbury Resort,
Crawford Bay Market, or Wynndel
Foods & Outdoor Gear.
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program is managed by the local
West Arm Outdoors Club with
support from BC Wildlife Federation,
Freshwater Fisheries Society of
BC, Habitat Conservation Trust
Foundation, Ministry of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development, and several
local merchants from around
Kootenay Lake.

Roman van’t Land

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
Aidan Burt
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Silverton mayor acclaimed, six candidates seek council seats

Councillor
Candidates

safe, cold and delicious. This
will require us to work with
our neighbours throughout
the region, and I am confident
those partnerships are strong
and beneficial. I want to
continue doing the work
I’ve been doing on Silverton
council since 2009. It’s a
job I love, and one that I am
good at.

and turns of municipal
governmental affairs. Good
old common sense often does
the trick and I still have some
of that left. I am a fan of
small government, sticking
to its business of providing
fundamental services and
allowing community members
to pursue their wide range of
interests and activities with as
little interference as possible.

Clarence denBok,
councillor candidate

I am running for
councillor because I believe
I can continue to make a
positive contribution to how
the Village of Silverton is
managed, now, and planned
for the future. There is a lot
of work that council began
in the present term that I am
looking forward to being
involved with again. I want
to see our Village assets and
services managed well, not
least of which is our water
mains, roads and emergency
preparedness. I’m looking
forward to community
discussions about fibreoptic last mile, creating new
housing, improving our main
street, sidewalks and parks
and what kind of community
Silverton will be decades from
now. The present mayor and
council have given Silverton
a fresh start and a lot of
momentum that I hope we
can carry forward together.

Leah Main,
councillor candidate

Silverton has been my
home for over 40 years. I am
deeply in love with the town
and the community. After a
tough few years, the world is
opening back up, and there
will be many challenges. I
want to be part of the team
that meets those challenges
– to maintain and improve
our public buildings, parks
and campgrounds; to find
ways to grow our business
community, including homebased workers; to insure that
we have modern broadband
and telecommunications; to
fight for better health care; to
explore more housing options;
to keep our drinking water

Brian Mills,
councillor candidate

I’m running for reelection for councillor of
the Village of Silverton
because I have unfinished
business. I would like to see
the proposed installation of
a back-up generator, heat
pump and new siding for our
Memorial Hall through partial
funding from Columbia Basin
Trust’s Community Readiness
Program. I’m also interested
in additional housing and
campground improvements.
It has been a pleasure to
work with the current Village
council and staff for the past
six months. I wish all the
candidates the best of luck,
and I look forward to serving
the citizens of Silverton once
again.

Margaret Scaia,
councillor candidate

I am a retired nurse
and nurse educator. Now,
as a resident of Silverton
and member of the Silvery
Slocan Historical Society and
a family who has historical
ties to this area, I understand
there are important issues
that concern us all. These
include road and sidewalk
maintenance, garbage
removal, and the upkeep
of public buildings, among
others. We need to support the
volunteer groups who help to
keep our community vibrant
and to balance commercial
and residential development.
We m u s t c o n s i d e r t h e
natural environment and
how we impact and interact
with it. Finally, we need
relationships with other levels
of government to support
health care, housing, and
other services such as internet
technologies. Through
attending council meetings,
I understand that to maintain
our quality of life in Silverton,
it is imperative to listen to the
concerns of all community
members. I believe I can listen
and act.

Luce Paquin,
councillor candidate

I’ve called Silverton
home for 24 years now and
like to think I can contribute
in a constructive way to
maintaining its particular quiet
charm and easy-goingness. A
few years back, a council
member suggested I run and
I’ve given it some thought
since then. So here goes.
As a professional biologist
and environmental manager
on large-scale development
projects, I am accustomed
to dealing with all levels
of governmental agencies,
so I am sure I can learn to
handle the particular twists

Arlene Yofonoff,
councillor candidate

I have lived in Silverton
for 62 years and have seen
good times and bad times.
At present, we have a new
CAO, Viv Thoss, who will
be a great asset to our team.

We are in the process of
upgrades to our campground,
Memorial Hall, Village office
and public works yard. Thank
you to the Slocan Lake Arts
Council for the music on
Saturday evenings. The flower
baskets this summer were

a nice addition to our main
street. High-speed internet is
needed to attain new residents
who can bring their work
with them. Our school will
benefit with more children.
Health care is a major
stumbling block. I would
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like the residents of Silverton
to continue to believe in our
beautiful community to make
everyone feel that they belong
and continue to work together
and help each other when
needed. We live in the best
place in the world.

26

CLASSIFIED ADS
CARD OF THANKS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
7 REASONS TO END MASK
MANDATES for Good: A Guide for
Parents, Teachers, and All People: There
are concerns that mask requirements and/
or travel mask mandates will be reinstated
this fall and winter despite evidence that
they don’t work and are harmful. The
World Council for Health has prepared
a guide for parents, teachers, medical
professionals, and all people. It addresses
some common questions, gives guidance
and encouragement to those wishing
to advocate for themselves and their
dependents, and outlines seven solid reasons
to end mask mandates for good. https://
tinyurl.com/2njn2uj6

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

ART SHOW! New Local Landscape Paintings
& Posters by Pam Liske-Sims at Mama Sita’s
Cafe in Winlaw, until September 30.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud owner
of the Valley Voice and a quaint building on
the main street of New Denver. The paper is
well loved and respected, still going strong
after 30 years. The business can provide a
modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. We
would stay as long or as little as you need
us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Open Thurs - Sun

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad could
be here for only
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 +
A.M.GST
- 2 P.M.
$12.00

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open Every Day!
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Admission is by donation.

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

THANK YOU, EVERYONE, friends
and neighbours from near and far, for
attending Garnet’s Celebration of Life in
July. Our special thanks to Janis, to Brenda
and her ladies, busy in the kitchen. Lunch
was wonderful. We are so grateful for the
many cards, phone calls, visits, flowers,
fruit, vegetables, cookies, etc. Thank
you, Bob and Charlie, for your music.
We so enjoyed and were proud of our
granddaughter Marissa’s singing. We offer
our heartfelt thanks to everyone for your
love and support.
-Sincerely, Ginny McLean and family,
and Tigger too

AGRICULTURE

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

Bring a water bottle and a snack to share
at the break. Current COVID protocols
will apply.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL is
happy to be hosting Emma Rush, Halifaxbased classical guitarist, to delight music
lovers on Thursday, September 29 at 7:30
pm at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre in
Silverton. $20 at the door.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
- Saturday, September 24, 6:30 pm sharp.
$30 Buy-in. At the Slocan Valley Legion
502 Harold St. Slocan. Reserve tickets at
276svl@gmail.com or 250-355-2672 or at
the Legion on Fridays 6-9 pm or Sundays 5-9
pm. Tickets may not be available at the door.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
ST ANTHONY’S PARISH annual
Christmas flea market. Nov 26, 10-2 at the
Bosun Hall.
C a l l i n g a l l S L O C A N VA L L E Y
SENIORS - Please join us at the Slocan
Park Community Hall, October 14,2022.
9:30 am Coffee is on! 10:00 Elder Abuse
& Ageism brief presentation & discussions.
11:00 Coffee, snack, idea sharing -interests
and ideas for Seniors’ gathering -topic
or presenter ideas -what do we need to

The Valley Voice September 22, 2022

make this happen? Registration required:
Please call or email Bonny 250-359-6679,
bfritz03@hotmail.com. Presentation by:
Sandi McCreight, Castlegar CRN IRIS
Program. Refreshments provided by:
Castlegar IRIS Program.
DINING & DANCING AT THE SLOCAN
VALLEY LEGION 502 Harold St. Slocan.
Every Friday 7-9 pm. Kitchen open 6 -7 pm.
$5 entry. Free Dance instruction offered.
Dance music by Johnny, Joanne & others.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
LEGION WEEK CELEBRATION at
the Slocan Valley Legion 502 Harold St.
Slocan on Sunday, October 16, 3-5 pm.
Thanking you for your support we invite
you to come & enjoy beef or pulled pork on
a bun and salads ON US! Live music too!
Come see our new upstairs Games Room
that is soon to open! Stay afterwards for
our usual Sunday Music Jam 5-9 pm! We
look forward to seeing you! The Legion
welcomes members & guests.

CRAFT FAIRS

VENDORS, ARE YOU LOOKING to
participate in CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIRS
this year? The SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION
is holding their Fair on Sunday November

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your friendly
neighbourhood
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad MUSIC LESSONS
could be
Your ad
here for
could be
only $20.00
here for
+ GST
only $20.00 Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Only $5-$50
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20 from 10-3 pm. You can request our
application by phoning 250-355-2672 or
by email at 276svl@gmail.com. We look
forward to hearing from you. Thank you!

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
MOUNTAIN ASH NATUROPATHIC
MEDICINE • Virtual Clinic • Accepting

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

new patients • Book online: www.
drashleyromanchuk.com • Questions?
Email: info@drashleyromanchuk.com •
Invest in your Health.

HELP WANTED

68-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
CAREGIVER NEEDED Monday to
Friday, 8 am-1 pm, Shutty Bench, 250661-5268.
BURTON COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION will be looking to hire
two (2) Camp Hosts to operate the Burton
Historical Campground for the 2023
Camping Season. For more information
please contact: bca@burtoncity.ca

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life, Contact, admin@

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

COMMUNITY

newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

EDUCATION

one I will fall in love with one day. Kindly
call or text if you also seeking the same.
Mobile number: 1-780-669-2893. Let’s set
the ball rolling.

BEAUTIFUL LADY looking forward
to meeting the man of her dreams. A man
between the ages of 49 to 79 years old. I
am looking for someone to share with me
the simple pleasures of life. I am willing
to relocate and enjoy life with that special
person that contacts me. Call or text me
now at 1-403-306-0649 and let’s meet for
a good time.
I AM VERY ROMANTIC LADY, tender
and lovely. I guess, I am very seductive and
sensual. I’ve got a creative personality. I
am seeking a sincere and caring man from
40 years and above. I have a lot of love,
care, warmth and room in my heart for the

YOUNG LOCAL COUPLE need vacant
land. We are Raya and Tyson. We live
in downtown Kaslo. We would like to
purchase a lot near town to build our
homestead. Please email rayatyskaslo@
gmail.com. Thank you!

PERSONAL

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.
PARENTS: ARE YOU CONCERNED
about your child or teen’s unhealthy
relationship with digital media? Want to
connect with other parents dealing with
similar issues? Sarah: 250-353-1737 or
baiyaat@me.com

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
September 2,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULLCYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES.
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience
with excellent references. QuickBooks
desktop and online versions. Contact
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com
NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE?
12’x12’ basement storage units available
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844
for details.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 19661977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-299-9841.
WANTED TO RENT summer 2023:
spot for my 30’ low-profile RV trailer
and 63-year-old female with courteous,
non-barking Australian Shepherd. Can pay
$500-$750 depending on hookups. 250886-4520 or info@janebaker.ca.
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British Home Child Day to be celebrated again in Canada
submitted by Art Joyce
After a two-year lull induced by
pandemic measures, Canada’s British
Home Child Day will be celebrated
again this year on September 28.
In what is fast becoming part of
the tradition, cities across Canada are
participating in ‘light-up’ displays to
honour Canadian history’s forgotten
children – the 100,000 impoverished
boys and girls sent from Britain to
work as farm labourers and domestic
servants. In Toronto, the CN Tower
will be illuminated for BHC Day,
Edmonton will light up its High Level
Bridge, and Vancouver will light up
BC Place, to name only three of at least
two dozen communities participating.
Lori Oschefsky, president of Home
Children Canada, will participate in
another historic event this year – a
meeting with elders of the Quw’utsun
Tribes in Duncan, Vancouver Island,
where the Prince of Wales Fairbridge
Farm School housed British Home
Children until 1950. This was
effectively a white residential school
plagued by a sexual abuse scandal
that was covered up by the press of
its day. “We will be taking part in
sharing and a panel discussion with
local Elders on September 24, to
discuss the intergenerational effects
of colonization as it pertains to the
child migration scheme and Canadian

residential schools,” says Oschefsky.
Fairbridge Canada President Patricia
Skidmore, the daughter of a home
child, will guide delegates on a tour of
the Fairbridge site.
British Home Child Day was
the culmination of efforts spanning
decades by advocates and historians.
On February 7, 2018, House of
Commons motion M-133, sponsored
by Conservative MP Guy Lauzon,
passed unanimously in Parliament,
declaring September 28 national British
Home Child Day. The motion was
supported by MP Richard Cannings,
who read a statement in Parliament
written by New Denver resident
Art Joyce in support of the bill. It
establishes formal recognition for “the
contributions made by the over 100,000
British Home Children to Canadian
society, their service to our armed
forces throughout the 20th century,
the hardships and stigmas that many
of them endured, and the importance
of educating and reflecting upon the
story of the British Home Children for
future generations…” As adults, many
of them volunteered in both world wars
and went on to serve their communities
in government.
From the 1860s to the 1940s, these
children were faced with long hours of
backbreaking work in harsh conditions.
While some of these measures began

with good intentions, with no family
members in Canada to advocate for
these boys and girls, many suffered
deprivation and abuse. Some found
the training they received on farms
useful in their adult lives and viewed
the experience as positive, while
others suffered a lifetime of emotional
wounds. Today, some four million
Canadians are their descendants, and
many have been anxious to reclaim this
lost link to their family past.
They were known as ‘home
children’ because many of them came
from orphanages and charity homes in
Britain, although only a minority were
actual orphans. Poverty in British cities
in the mid-1800s reached a peak of 30%,
leaving many families unable to support
their children. Christian philanthropists
such as Annie Macpherson and Dr.
Thomas Barnardo began by opening
‘day schools’ in London’s notorious
east end but these were quickly
overwhelmed by the need and more
permanent arrangements had to be
made. Funds were raised and buildings
purchased to house these destitute boys
and girls. These too proved inadequate
to the sheer number of families needing
help, so child advocates such as Maria
Rye began an emigration program to
British colonies, eventually with British
government support.
In the early years of the program,

children as young as five were sent
to live on Canadian farms. All were
required to sign indenture contracts that
terminated at legal age and included a
stipend of payment for their services.
Many were never paid, since farmers
simply lacked the funds. Canadian
legislation passed in 1925 banned
child immigrants under age 14, but
this was often ignored by philanthropic
organizations and customs officials.
The last boatload of British Home
Children arrived in a Fairbridge Farm
School contingent in 1948 – including
children under age 14 – after which the
practice was abandoned.
BHC advocates who worked
tirelessly to raise awareness of this
lost chapter of Canadian history
included Perry Snow, David Lorente,
Lori Oschefsky, Ivy Sucee, John
Willoughby, Judy Neville and of course
the many historians who wrote books
on the subject, including Ken Bagnell,
Roy Parker, Joy Parr, Phyllis Harrison,
Patricia Skidmore, Marjorie Kohler
and many others. As the descendant of
a BHC, New Denver resident Art Joyce
wrote Laying the Children’s Ghosts to
Rest, published in 2014 and still in print.
Although the Conservative government
of Stephen Harper was petitioned for
a public apology for the Canadian
government’s historical involvement,
this never came.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
SOLID
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

(250) 358-7922

s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

• Top Soil • Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

wauvikrenos@gmail.com
Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net
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Pars and birdies and bears, oh my!
submitted by Suzanne Story
What a great season of
friendly, fun, non-competitive
golf for the Ladies Day League
at the Fauquier Golf Course,
ably run with a sense of fun by
Trudy Schaeffer and Liz Gillis.
The group has grown steadily
with women who have recently
moved to the area and some

locals that just want to learn
this great game along with the
steadfast regulars.
The 2022 season wrapup was a Scramble format
tournament in the perfect
weather, Tuesday, September
6. It was well attended by
23 ladies, including special
guests: Linda Henke who

graciously invited the League
to her driving range in the
spring for some tips and a
brush-up practice session,
and Angie Elsmore from
Columbia Basin Trust. The
uninvited ‘guest’ was a very
persistent black bear! He was
NOT invited to the delicious
potluck lunch provided by

all the women following the
round of golf. The winning
Scramble team was Anne
Ralston, Cheryl White and
Angie Elsmore.
The format for the Ladies
Day is not about score
(although some golfers do
keep their own), but about
learning the game with no

Fall weather puts
damper on fire danger
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
A turn to more fall-like
weather has given firefighters
a leg-up in battling several
wildfires in the area.
The Southeast Fire Centre
remains a literal hotspot in the
province as the 2022 wildfire
season tapers off, with more
than 62 fires burning in the
region. About 16 of those fires
were burning in the Valley
Voice readership area at press
time.
The impact of the rain
was felt on the 900-hectare
Fry Creek fire burning near
the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy, about 15
kilometres north of Kaslo on
the east side of Kootenay Lake.
That fire is burning in steep
and inaccessible terrain, and
prompted evacuation alerts for
several nearby communities,
including the boat-access only
settlement of Birchdale, and
the south end of Johnson’s
Landing. However, it was
removed as a ‘fire of note’ by
the BC Wildfire Service over
the weekend, and its status
changed to ‘being held’. The
Monument Creek fire (660
hectares) north of Nelson was
also declared as ‘being held’
over the weekend.
The cooler, wet weather
prompted officials to cancel
evacuation alerts across the
area on September 15, though
some area restrictions remain.

Both Monument Creek,
still ‘out-of-control’ Woden
Creek fire east of Burton, and
fires in the US contributed
to reduced air quality in the
region’s valleys. Environment
Canada has been issuing
regular warnings and alerts
since the start of the month,
depending on atmospheric
conditions.
None of the fires are
threatening buildings or
structures.

Wildfires continue to burn in southeast BC.

PHOTO CREDIT: KEARA SHEPHERD

An uninvited guest showed up at the Ladies Day League wrap-up event at the Fauquier Golf Course on September 6. The bear wandered all around the course
and thankfully was well behaved.

Keara Shepherd (left) was enjoying a chat with a friend at a downtown Nakusp
cafe earlier this month when she thought she recognized a man walking down
the street. A quick consultation with her friend and they agreed it was Kim
Coates, a Canadian-American actor and star on the TV show Sons of Anarchy,
where he plays ’Tig’ Trager. The pair approached Coates, who turned out to be
a pretty nice guy. He told them he and his wife loved visiting Nakusp and came
to the village often. He then let them take a selfie with him, giving them solid
proof of a celebrity encounter on the shores of the Arrow Lakes.
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pressure and a much-needed
social time for getting together
in the beautiful setting by the
lake.
Every week there is an
“Are you kidding??” hole.
It’s amazing how far you can
hit a golf ball off of an empty
beer can, or putt a whiffle ball.
Perhaps putting on one leg or
driving a marshmallow. It’s all
for fun. There are bags marked
Birdie, Woody Woodpecker
(one name slip for every tree
hit), landing a tee shot on the
greens #4 and #8, or a shot
onto the ‘beach.’ Names are
drawn from each bag at the
wrap-up for prizes. Because
of the exceptionally generous
support of our local businesses,
everyone got a prize.
The Ladies League

sincerely thanks all of the local
businesses and individuals that
contributed to the special day:
Bon Marché Dollar Store,
CIBC, Columbia Basin Trust,
Emma Hull – Life Untethered,
Fauquier Golf Course, Hair
Tenders, Home Hardware,
Homegrown Market and Juice
Bar, Jennifer Chocolates,
Nakusp Heritage Nursery,
Nakusp Golf Course, Your
Green Kitchen, Save-On
Foods, Spiritwood Cards
Baubles and Tunes, Touch
of Fashion, Mountain Top
Café and West Kootenay Pest
Control.
The league urges you
to join them next spring for
another season of Girls on the
Greens, Ladies on the Links
and Babes with… golf balls!

COMMUNITY
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New Denver Election – seven candidates vie for five seats
Mayoral
Candidates

Leonard Casley,
mayoral candidate

I am a longstanding member of the New
Denver and area community. I have served
as mayor for the past term and am seeking
re-election to serve a second term. I was born
and raised here and have several generations
of family history within the area. I have raised
a family here, built a business, am a director
for the BC Rural Health Network, served as a
councillor and mayor, and have been involved
in numerous volunteer initiatives that benefit
and strengthen the community. I have 34
combined years of service as member and
chief of the New Denver and Area Volunteer
Fire Department. I have gleaned invaluable
experience in advocating for health services
in our community. I am confident that my
emergency service experience and extensive
history of advocacy plays a pivotal role in an
effort to preserve, maintain and see the health
and well-being of the community prosper.
I hope to be re-elected to continue to
support the overall growth and development
of New Denver and subsequently the larger
community of Slocan Lake. The current
council and I have worked closely and
succeeded in supporting the planning and the
implementation of many valuable projects.
Being re-elected will ensure the efficient
completion of such projects and help to
provide security to the well-being of the
community. Healthcare services in our
community remains one of my top priorities;
continuing to advocate for the presence of
emergency services is vital. Other areas of
focus include continuing to increase housing
options for families and seniors, improve
and revitalize Main Street, engage with local
community groups to support recreational
opportunities, and preserve and encourage
sustainability of the Nikkei Centre. If reelected, I hope to share my deep-rooted sense
of community pride. Together we can help
New Denver prosper and thrive.

Heather Fox,
mayoral candidate

Openness, Collaboration, Respect.
New Denver needs a mayor with a skill set
that can manage, welcome, listen to, and
honour every person and issue that comes
before the council table. My previous career
background as a business analyst working on
multi-million-dollar projects has given me that
skill set. Collaboration and communication
were key to solving difficult issues. The skill
set developed over those years, along with

everything I learned about good governance
during my two terms on council from 2011 to
2018, I will bring to the table as mayor. There
are many issues facing rural communities:
the challenges of food security, keeping
our rural healthcare strong, connecting our
homes and businesses to the high-speed
fibre-optic backbone, and bringing housing
to people who want to live and work in our
beautiful village. This can only be done
by establishing respectful, collaborative
relationships with local, regional, provincial,
federal organizations, and non-profits. I have
been actively involved with three non-profits
over the years. I was part of a team that worked
to make the Healthy Community Society’s
Farm to Table restaurant project a reality; I was
on the board of the North Slocan Trails Society
for many years; and I was involved in the
early stages of setting up the West Kootenay
Boundary Investment Co-op. Working with
these groups has shown me the importance of
our community volunteers/groups. Non-profit
groups are the backbone of our region. I want
to bring back the community organization
round-tables that were part of our outreach
during my time on council. If elected, I will
bring council experience and a comprehensive
skill set of openness, collaboration, and
transparency to the table along with a desire to
learn, understand, and act on the wide variety
of issues that face our local community.
Working together is the strength that will
move our village and our region forward.

Councillor
Candidates

John Fyke,
councillor candidate

In 2011, I moved to New Denver with
my partner Colleen. Prior to moving to the
Kootenays, I taught chemistry, geology, and
forestry in Vernon (where I raised a family)
and then internationally in Peru.
I have served on the board of the Kohan
Garden and Healthy Community Societies
and was honoured with Citizen of the Year in
2015. After being elected to council in 2018,
I served on the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission, RDCK board,
and assisted in creating the Poverty Reduction
Plan. I’ve overseen kokanee survey counts
at Bonanza Creek for the last six years to
aid the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
monitor the health of Slocan Lake and
our wonderful natural environment. I’m
a Licensed FireSmart Representative and
am working with council to help mitigate
residential future fire risks in the Orchard and
surrounding neighbourhoods. In addition, we
have collaborated with Silverton to protect
the hospital gym building in the event of a
wildfire or other emergency. My initial 2018
council goals were to collaborate with BC
Housing to initiate an affordable housing
project, develop fibre-optic connectivity to
attract digital entrepreneurs, to enhance the
Village website and to advance an Official
Community Plan that reflects current and

future needs. The first three are progressing
well because of productive collaboration
with the Village and partners like CBT, BC
government, New Denver Housing Society,
and an outstanding commitment by Village
staff. I’m running again to: begin necessary
maintenance and construction of Village water
infrastructure, develop an OCP that reflects
FireSmart mitigation steps, create innovative
housing programs necessary for a vibrant
and sustainable community. I’m proud of the
accomplishments of this council over the last
four years and look forward to continuing
with current projects for the benefit of the
whole community.

Vern Gustafson,
councillor candidate

I was born, raised and educated in New
Denver to parents of pioneer Slocan Valley
families. As a teen in the ’70s, I was given the
opportunity to learn to operate most logging
equipment and trucks of the time. These skills
would always be my go-to whenever I needed
work throughout my lifetime. I graduated
from the Forest Resources Technology
program at Selkirk College and worked in the
forest industry with two companies in Golden,
working my way up to an area supervisor for
Evans Forest Products. The mid ’90s saw a
dramatic change to the industry, so I made a
difficult choice and changed my career path.
I went back driving and helping my wife with
her business. With a desire to return to New
Denver, Janice and I made the decision to
build New Market Foods, which we operated
for ten years until we retired. As an incumbent
running for re-election, the most obvious is to
see the completion of the projects started and
now partially completed by the current and
outgoing council. Being on the inside looking
out, I now know how the speed of government
works, and that council should stay away
and not interfere in the daily operations of
the Village. Current council has assembled a
staff of very talented people who conduct the
Village’s business and provide the services our
residents require. A huge part of a councillor’s
job is to be there for staff to provide support,
advise, a laugh on a rough day, and more
often currently shield them from the public,
who over time for some reason have become
very hostile to town staff, and have created
an increased workload for frivolous things.

Danika Hammond,
councillor candidate

This municipal election I am running
for council to bring a new voice to local
politics. Representing the next generation
with Casey Law, I will work to build
partnerships for our community, advocate

for our assets and services and support
equity, inclusion and transparency.
Growing up in New Denver, I have lived
with dedicated values. In my adolescence,
I was on Rec Commission #6, Miss New
Denver 2011, and co-founded the youth
centre. These experiences taught me the
importance of working in partnership
with local groups. I attended UBC for
Political Science and Indigenous Studies
as a Loran Scholar and I have worked
for the BC Government as an executive
and ministerial assistant. I am currently
undertaking a Masters degree from
my home in Denver Siding in Rural
Development and Community Planning.
My education and work experience has
propelled me to work in service of my
community. Since returning home in
2017, I have been a member and cofounder of the New Denver Housing
and Silverton Co-work Societies and in
2018 I was involved in advocating for
24/7 ER services and doctor recruitment.
Now, I am an active member of the
Valhalla Fine Arts board and I regularly
initiate community events to bring
people together. I thank those who
have encouraged me to run for council
as well as all the other candidates for
offering themselves for public service.
I hold a fierce loyalty and commitment
to strengthening and revitalizing our
community and a strong vision to build
an inclusive future together. If elected, I
will bring my deep passion for sustainable
development, community health and
culture to the position and will seek to
listen to all perspectives. This October
15th, it is time to elect the next generation
and a council that represents our diverse
community.

Casey Law,
councillor candidate

This coming election is an opportunity
for new faces, who are caring, committed, and
open to working through what challenges lie
ahead. That’s why I’m running for council,
and am also supporting Danika Hammond
for councillor on October 15: to bring forward
a talented group of passionate individuals,
working together, to move our village into
the next generation of thinking, planning,
and action. I intend to work deliberately and
effectively to retain and improve the health and
safety of our community. I look to progressive
ideas so as to build upon the vibrancy of a
local economy. The beauty and continuity
of the environment around us is its own
medicine, which I hope to sustain and preserve
for future generations. I intend to listen to
all community stakeholder groups, and
endeavour to be flexible in my understanding
of issues that are controversial or charged
with emotion. Clear, open communication
will be of great importance if I am elected
to serve as councillor. I am currently the unit
chief/community paramedic for the New
Denver ambulance station, and take great
pride and satisfaction in being able to show
up for my community when called. I became

a paramedic to help my community, after
having returned to run my family’s store in
2011. My parents brought me to New Denver
when I was two years old, where they operated
Mountainberry Foods (currently Canco). My
education is in criminal justice, and I spent
five years as a peace officer, learning how
to interpret and apply municipal/provincial
laws judiciously in the course of my work.
I have volunteered on a search rescue team,
and held positions as a board member for
approximately five years. I thank those who
have encouraged me to run, and look forward
to the opportunity to help our community.

Colin Moss,
councillor candidate

I grew up in Vernon and worked in the
printing trade for 30 years until my wife,
Janice, and I moved to New Denver 15 years
ago. Janice found work in the health centre
clinic and we also started a landscaping and
property management business, which we still
operate. Since our arrival in New Denver, I
have served on the historical society, chamber
of commerce and hospice society boards.
Until my election as councillor in 2018, I was
also a hospice society volunteer. I shared the
New Denver Good Citizen of the Year award
in 2012. I am currently the Village of New
Denver representative on the board of the
Regional District of Central Kootenay and am
also the vice-president of the BC Rural Health
Network (bcruralheatlh.org).
I’d like to thank the people who voted for
me as councillor in 2018. It truly has been a
rare privilege and honour to serve on a true
working council. Over the past four years,
mayor and councillors have worked hard to
form a highly effective and hard-working
team that includes all Village staff members.
Council started off by inheriting three big
projects: the boundary extension, hooking up
Denver Siding to the Village water system,
and the complete rebuilding and restoration
of Knox Hall. It took council and staff three
and a half years, but we completed these
projects efficiently and on budget. Since our
election in 2018, council has accomplished
much. It has been a pleasure to work with
a mayor, councillors and staff who have
made transparency and good governance a
priority. I look forward to being part of the
new council where we can complete the many
projects currently underway and continue on
in the direction established by present mayor,
councillors and staff.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
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to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Propel recording studio opens in Kaslo
by Art Joyce
Not only can you hear worldclass music in Kaslo, but you can
now record your band’s music
in a new state-of-the-art studio
with a stunning view of Kootenay
Lake. Kaslo is already known
internationally for its Jazz Etc.
Festival, and a new musical link
has been forged with the opening
of Propel Studios. Located in the
Admiralty House building on Front
Street, owned by long-time Kaslo
residents Marty and Lorna Lynch,
the recording studio is managed by
daughter Chyvonne Lynch. Marty is
a long-time member of the band Lost
Ledge, which has performed several
times at Jazz Fest.
“Over the years, we’ve had lots
of musicians come and jam and
play, and during COVID, we hosted
the virtual Kaslo Jazz Festival with
Dad’s band, Moontricks, Shred Kelly
and others performing on the deck,”
says Chyvonne. “So we decided
we wanted to have a recording
studio with band accommodations
and a 1,000-square-foot deck for
performance.”
Admiralty House was built in
2009 by Lorna’s parents, Dick and
Dee-Dee Smith of Kaslo Shipyard
fame. After their passing, the
accommodations were renovated as
a vacation house sleeping up to 12
people. But until the past year, the
first floor had remained unfinished,
although Lost Ledge had used it as a
bare bones rehearsal space.
The finished studio features
a large main room, known as the
‘live room,’ which can be used for
both performance and recording.
There are two isolation booths with
sound baffles for recording vocals
or instruments. An equipment room
features a rack of electric guitars and
basses as well as exotic instruments
such as the Middle Eastern oud.
Another has been left untreated
for musicians seeking a natural
echo. In part, this was inspired by
the recording of John Bonham’s
drums in a stairwell at Headley
Grange, England on the legendary
Led Zeppelin IV album. Most rooms
in the studio have a view of Kootenay
Lake.
“It’s a great location because
it’s right on the main street but you
are also right on the beach, or you
can just hunker down and work in
privacy,” says Chyvonne. “It’s a
package: record here and stay here
if you want to,” adds Marty.
As often happens in life, when
one’s intention is met with doors
opening one after the other, it’s
clear that the project was meant to
be. Marty and Chyvonne during our
interview discussed the many ways
this happened for Propel Studios.
One of these incidents involved
meeting Daryl Chonka, who has a
studio on Saltspring Island and was
anxious to help. Starting in October
2021, Chonka helped design the
studio layout and placement of
sound booths as well as advising the
Lynches on the proper studio gear
they would need to acquire.
“It just so happened that the

head of sales for a company called
Annex Pro had just moved to Kaslo,”
says Marty. Serena Harris made
the acquisition of the studio gear
seamless.
Similarly, recording engineer
Hunter Stanway had recently moved
back to Kaslo and with his partner was
establishing a hops farm to supply the
Angry Hen Brewery. It turned out
that a part-owner of the brewery,
Blair Calibaba, also had experience
as a recording engineer/producer and
offered technical advice. Stanway

was hired to manage recording, with
32-channel analog inputs matched by
two 16-track digital converters and
a full complement of digital effects.
Although the studio will do mixing,
mastering is typically outsourced.
“It’s all high-quality digital
recording so we do it in a 24-bit
rate, 48 kilohertz sample rate,” says
Stanway. “The main difference
between us and the big studios is they
have that big analog board; we don’t
have that but we do have a class A
pre-amp designed to emulate a more

Marty and daughter Chyvonne Lynch in the ‘live room’ at Propel Studios, Kaslo.
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’70s sound and then those that have a
more contemporary sound.”
Chyvonne said the studio hopes
to build liaisons with the Kaslo Jazz
Society, the Langham, the Kaslo
Concert Society, the youth centre,
and JV Humphries high school,
which no longer has a dedicated
music program. Already several
artists have recorded in the studio,
including Lost Ledge, Mountain
Weather, George McCuaig, Daryl
Chonka, and Magnus Labillois, a
19-year-old jazz guitarist from New
Brunswick.

“Chyvonne and Hunter make
up a wonderful team! They are very
warm, friendly and professional,”
says Sonja Franke of Mountain
Weather. “Hunter is very receptive
to having our needs met when it
comes to creating the sound we are
looking for. Watching him work with
the sound equipment demonstrates
confidence, and openness to creating
the best recording possible.”
To book your recording session
or arrange a tour, contact Chyvonne at
info@propel-studios.com or visit the
website www.propel-studios.com.
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