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New Denver’s affordable housing project breaks ground
by Kathy Hartman
Over 50 people came out to
celebrate the start of construction of
the 10-unit Osprey affordable housing
development in New Denver. The
groundbreaking ceremony took place
August 27.
“They say it takes a village,
but in this case, it took the village
and beyond,” said New Denver and
Area Housing Society President
Jan McMurray as she introduced
the representatives of the major
funders of the project: Mayor Leonard
Casley of the Village of New Denver,
Ulli Mueller of Columbia Basin
Trust, MLA Katrine Conroy, MP
Richard Cannings and Leah Main
of the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities.
“I’m just so glad this building is
called the Osprey,” said MP Richard
Cannings, “not only because I’m a
bird guy and it’s nice to see anything
named after a bird, but also because
the osprey is a poster child for the
good things that can happen if we
know what’s wrong with the world
and we have the political will to fix
it.”
The society was able to secure
approximately $6 million for the
project through BC Housing’s
Community Housing Fund
program, the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation’s Coinvestment Fund, the Columbia
Basin Trust and the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities’ Sustainable
Affordable Housing Initiative.

“But we didn’t just rely on
these big guys,” McMurray said.
“Our society had a community
fundraising goal of $75,000 – which
is very ambitious for such a small
community – and we surpassed it.”
She thanked the many individuals,
local businesses and organizations
for their contributions.
MLA Katrine Conroy spoke about
the importance of “quality affordable
homes for people in New Denver, so
they aren’t forced to move away from
the community they call home.”
Ulli Mueller said Columbia Basin
Trust is funding rooftop solar panels
and a fibreoptic internet connection to
each of the ten units, and Leah Main
said the FCM grant will be used to
maximize energy efficiency in the
building.
“Every Canadian deserves a
place to call home,” said Main.
“With a $149,060 grant from FCM’s
Sustainable Affordable Housing
initiative to study and plan for energy
efficiency of the new build, the New
Denver and Area Housing Society
will provide ten new affordable and
energy-efficient housing units.”
Aida Kudic of New Commons
Development, a non-profit real estate
developer that has been leading
the project in partnership with the
society, explained that BC Housing
gave final approval to the project
after a couple of knuckle-biting weeks
where the budget was scrutinized
and more funding was secured.
She acknowledged both Columbia

Basin Trust and BC Housing for
significantly increasing their funding
for the project at very close to the
last minute. CMHC also increased
its funding commitment in light of
increasing construction costs.
The Village of New Denver
provided the land by way of a longterm lease, and is an important
partner in the project. Mayor Casley
expressed appreciation for Village

staff, who continue to work with
the construction managers, North
Mountain Construction out of Nelson,
and the rest of the team to move this
project forward.
After each of the dignitaries gave
a brief speech and threw a ceremonial
shovel of sand on the construction site,
everyone went to Knox Hall to enjoy
cake beautifully decorated with an
osprey, made by Robin McNabb of

Silverton.
The society began planning for
the Osprey Residence in 2017. It is
scheduled to be built by fall 2023.
There are two studio suites, two onebedroom suites, four two-bedroom
suites and two three-bedroom suites.
Some will be accessible. Each suite
will have a private ground-level
entry, a fibreoptic connection and a
heat pump.

New Denver and Area Housing Society President Jan McMurray, MP Richard Cannings, Federation of Canadian Municipalities Director Leah Main, MLA Katrine
Conroy and CBT rep Ulli Mueller cut the beautiful cake created by Robin McNabb at the groundbreaking celebration of the New Denver housing project on August 27.
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Woodbury fire destroys RV, but causes only minor damage to cottage
Extra cones in their retinas allow birds
to see ultraviolet colours that we can’t.
Hummingbird feathers have more shades
of colour that are visible to other birds than
the known colours of all other bird species
combined. Hummer colours include
saturated blues, blue-greens and deep
purples particularly on their throats and
crowns—areas important for socializing
and mating displays.

by Jan McMurray
A fire in Woodbury on August 31
destroyed a motorhome, side-by-side
and shed, and did minor damage to
the vinyl siding of the cottage on the
property.
Property owner Shawn MacQueen
was informed of the fire by one of his
Woodbury neighbours, who called
him at his home in Alberta.
“A shout out to the villagers of
Woodbury for getting right on it, and
the Kaslo Fire Department, who got
there in 22 minutes, and the Balfour/

Harrop Fire Department. It was a
really good response,” he said.
MacQueen said he and his family
were planning to go to the cottage
in Woodbury for the Labour Day
weekend, and to celebrate his wife’s
and son’s birthdays. “So we came,
and even though we’re feeling a bit
overwhelmed, we will still have the
birthday party in our yard, to try to
keep things as normal as possible,”
he said.
Kaslo Fire Chief Doug Yee
reports that the fire was called in by
the closest neighbour, who heard a
bang and then saw a thick plume of
smoke about five minutes later. Initial
attempts by the neighbour to put out
the fire with a fire extinguisher were
not possible due to the intense heat,

Yee said.
Woodbury resident Allan Hobden
reports that while waiting for the
fire department to arrive, residents
mobilized the community’s fire trailer
and hooked up hoses to the standpipe
nearest the fire. A BC Wildfire Service
crew happened to be driving by on the
highway and saw the smoke, so they
attended and helped the community
members connect and lay out the
hoses.
The Kaslo Volunteer Fire
Department was able to contain
and hold the fire until the Balfour/
Harrop Volunteer Fire Department
arrived with additional equipment
and personnel, Fire Chief Yee
said. Meanwhile, the community
hoses were used to fill the Kaslo

department’s ‘dump tank’ – a portable
pool for extra water supply.
“We were lucky that at the time
of the fire there was no wind,” said
Hobden. “The fire singed a large cedar
tree and surrounding grassy area on
the hillside behind the RV, but did not
spread into the trees.”
There were 11 firefighters on
scene and five pieces of firefighting
apparatus. Crews were on scene
until 7 pm looking for hot spots and
securing the area.
Yee says the fire is under
investigation but is not deemed to be
suspicious.
The Kaslo Volunteer Fire
Department is currently seeking active
members. For information on how to
join, visit https://www.rdck.ca/.
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WHO’S THE FAIREST OF THEM ALL?

A fire in Woodbury on August 31 destroyed an RV, side-by-side and shed, but did not spread to the cottage.
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Krestova residents start drive to raise funds for new park
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of Krestova have formed
a fundraising group to try to raise about
$300,000 to purchase land in the area
for a new regional park.
The RDCK held a meeting in the
Krestova Community Hall on August
29 to discuss the purchase and help
support fundraising efforts. Just over 50
people showed up for the event.
“There was no formal process to
determine those in favour but I would
say that those in attendance, a near
majority, were in favour of purchasing
the land to keep it public,” says RDCK
Community Services Manager Joe
Chirico, who attended the meeting.
Chirico, who was there to present
information about the deal and the
timeline, said he told residents that
there are “unique features of this land
that will make it a valuable addition to
the RDCK parks service.”

Funding gap

The meeting was organized a few
days after the regional government
announced it had offered to buy the
134-acre plot of land from the group
of six owners for $870,000. The land
has been used informally by the local
community for decades, but is now up
for sale.
One of the owners has put up their
share of the sale proceeds ($145,000)
as a donation to the cause and Area
H Director Walter Popoff has put up
$250,000 from the RDCK Community
Development Fund. But that still leaves

a funding gap of about $475,000, and
locals have only about six weeks to find
the money.
“Those in attendance expressed
concern about the deadline of October
5,” recalls Chirico. “I responded that
if the RDCK saw strong community
support that demonstrated the funds
could be raised, then if necessary, the
RDCK could ask for an amendment
of the purchasing agreement to grant
an extension.”
However, he noted that, in good
faith, they’ll only ask for an extension
if it seems likely the fundraising will
be successful.

Committee struck

The meeting also saw the formation
of a 19-person ‘Save Krestova Park’
committee. It’s since met twice to
discuss efforts for raising the money.
“We have a financial mountain to
climb yet believe a trail will be blazed
to the top of this mountain by people,
societies and corporations who really
want to save Krestova Park,” says John
Bullock, chair of the committee.
Bullock says the committee’s goal
is to raise $200,000, and get another
$100,000 in matching donations.
“We believe funds received from this
fundraising campaign, along with other
entities currently considering support,
will be enough to close the deal on
October 5,” he said.
The committee is planning a silent
auction in Krestova for the end of
September, and has established a
Krestova Park Fund at the Kootenay

Savings Credit Union in South Slocan
to collect donations, Bullock said.
“Once the agreement between
the RDCK and current owners is
completed, the donations will be
forwarded to the RDCK and donors
will receive a charitable tax receipt from
the RDCK,” he added. “Donations of
$5,000 or more can be made directly to
the RDCK prior to October 5 and they
will also hold these funds in trust until
the closing date, October 5.”
If the deal doesn’t go through, all
the funds will be returned to donors,
he says.
Individuals and corporations who
want to pledge their donations subject
to the completion of the sale to the

RDCK can do so, but pledge forms
must be submitted by October 1 and
pledge payments must be made on or
before October 21.
Pledge forms were to be sent
to local mailboxes this week. The
committee will also place forms in
key community locations throughout
the area.

Other financing

The RDCK has approached the
Columbia Basin Trust, but talks are only
at a preliminary stage, Chirico says.
The RDCK could also borrow
money to complete the deal.
“It was noted that the RDCK can
borrow for the purchase of regional
park land without voter assent – similar
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to Crawford Creek and Cottonwood
Lake,” Chirico told the Valley Voice.
“And that would mean that the land
would have to remain regional park
unless a referendum was held to remove
part or all of the property.”
However, Chirico cautioned that
while it’s technically possible for the
RDCK to borrow money to buy the land
without the okay from voters, whether
or not the regional government would
do it would depend on a decision of the
whole RDCK board – and which group
of taxpayers would be willing to foot
the long-term bill for the borrowing.
For more information about
donating or pledging, email
johnnywbullock@gmail.com.
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Correction re:
Silversmith Power

The Valhalla Wilderness Society
(VWS) has learned that the claim in
our sponsored message, ‘Cleaning
Up Zincton’s Toxic Facebook
Contamination’ contains an error
regarding Silversmith Power. It is true
that the power plant has dewatered a
short stretch of Sandon Creek. However,
we’ve been informed that the plant is
currently working at maximum capacity,
not low capacity as we reported. This
is better if it means that the drawdown
on the creek won’t get any worse than
it is now. However, we still believe
that the proposed Zincton Resort will
make extravagant power demands; and
that climate change drought could also
bring worse and longer low-water levels.
Zincton’s boast that the resort town would
be carbon-neutral is still inconceivable
given the carbon emissions of building
the town and ski hill, and of visitors
travelling to stay there.
Craig Pettitt
New Denver

Stairway in heaven

Thank you to New Denver’s Mayor
Leonard Casley and Councillors Moss,
Gustafson, Fyke and Wagner for bringing
the covered stairway and path project to
fruition! Thank you to the Village staff
and all the contractors who played a
role in actioning this beautiful project.
You all did a fantastic job. We now
have a safe walking route connecting
the school portion of town with the
shopping district. No more slip sliding
on the steep hill. We cannot wait to see
how the new sidewalk and crosswalk
tie this walking route together. You have
just made reducing our carbon footprint
so much easier.
We have witnessed Moms pushing
strollers and little tykes riding bikes
utilize the pathway. We have watched
others enjoy a shady lunch break at
the picnic table. So many people are
benefiting from this latest addition to
our beautiful village. It’s lovely to see.
We would also like to thank our

mayor, council and Village staff for the
multitude of projects that you have had
a hand in. In all the years that we have
lived here, we have never seen so much
positive productivity! Five gold stars to
each of you.
Isy Schumann and Helmut Faupel
New Denver

Looking ahead

Sometimes, when faced with
complex challenges, competing interests
and no obvious pathway forward, the
best approach is to step away from the
present and figure out where you need
to end up in the long term. If you look
far enough into the future, many things
that currently seem impossible become
possible. Once you have a clear idea of
where you want to go, you can backtrack
your way from that future to the present
and create the intermediate steps that will
make the journey possible.
The first step is to imagine your
destination.
In a world faced with many
challenges, the Aspen Group, a small
informal think-tank in rural British
Columbia, has written a very brief
description of a future world, 200-500
years from now, where humans and
the ecosystems of the planet are in
balance. We are encouraging people to
have a look at the description at www.
aspenproposal.org and help us start a
conversation about where we need to go.
If enough of us can see the
destination, perhaps finding our way
there won’t be as difficult as we think.
Kent Goodwin
Kimberley

Off-leash area

Too bad that the 200 signatures
mean nothing to New Denver Village
council, and the pump track is more
important than the voices of the people
who have used this area for years. This
vital, beautiful greenspace that has been
enjoyed by hundreds will be mowed
down, and trees and birds and nature
that thrives there will be removed. We
want to make a fun space for tourists but
what about the people who live here? The
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park is full of campers for half the year,
making the off-leash area the only spot
that people who live here really have. The
pump track needs a different location.
Don’t destroy something so precious. As
Joni Mitchell sings, ‘Pave paradise, put
up a parking lot.’ That’s council’s plan.
Why is Craig Pettitt’s concern about
the closeness of the dike ignored?
Dogs need a place they can romp and
be free to learn and listen. People love
their dogs like their children. Pets are
loving family members. Do not reduce
this space and push it down further. I’ve
lived on Red Mountain Road for 30
years and our views are mind-blowing. It
seems to me that economic development
rules society and we keep destroying
important forest and green spaces.
How many of the members of New
Denver council have ever hung out at a
busy pump track before? It’s noisy. All
the people living close by will miss how
it was before.
The off-leash area is so vital to our
mental health, for people and dogs. I’m
begging you to not develop a pump track
there, please.
Ute Sielopp
Red Mountain Road

Efficient home
cooling and warming

During this summer’s increasingly
oppressive heat, I want to share two
decisions I made last fall which are
making a HUGE difference to my home
comfort level, compared to last year. I
enthusiastically suggest other readers
consider these as smart adaptations for
summer cooling/winter warming in your
homes, if needed. These are among the
most earth-friendly adaptations. I offer
them from my personal experience,
while not intending to be comprehensive.
Since I, like many others, am lucky
enough to live where cooling breezes
move down the mountains over rivers
or valleys in early evenings and during
many overnights, I open four screen
doors and all screened windows of my
house. I then close in the cooled air at
morning sun-up, which remains until the
afternoon heat builds up. It is, of course,
important to make our walls, roofs, and
attics as well-insulated as we can to
begin with!
But the two differences I’m so
grateful to have made to keep my
house cool during this summer’s heat
are installation of a heat pump [here’s
some info on this energy-efficient
heating and cooling alternative: http://
ow.ly/n5ol30so8SS]; and having the
windows most exposed to summer sun
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and winter cold installed with insulated
cellular blinds. These, readily available
from a Nelson business, are typically
considered to have the highest R-values
of all window coverings. The air pockets
in the honeycomb cross-sections act as
insulators, increasing the R-value and
reducing the conduction of heat through
the window. My one room that has three
walls open to sun, heat or cold is no
longer the hottest room this summer, nor
the coldest in winter because I covered
all the windows, sliding glass door and
skylight.
Other ways to keep our homes
comfy cool in summer are planting
deciduous trees to provide shade from
afternoon sun rays, and/or hanging a
rattan shade on the outside of such sunfacing windows to keep heat from even
reaching our windows and home interior.
The only rooms of my home needing
to be warmed in winter were kept
efficiently comfortable with just one
electric heat pump. I appreciated not
having to tote and burn wood in my
fireplace insert, which adds more carbon
to the atmosphere. Next, I intend to
replace worn out insulation around my
exterior doors. I offer my experience
to encourage others who might wish to
consider taking steps, too.
Karen Pidcock
Kaslo

Outgunned,
outmatched

Bacteria and viruses have been
on the planet far longer than humans.
We large-brained naked apes are the
invaders of earth, upsetting the balance
of the planet. While these long-term
inhabitants can handle extremes, we
humans are not so lucky. Above 50°C,
halfway to water boiling, humans tend to
get miserable, shut down and even die.
The future will be hot and at the same
time soggy and flooded in other places.
Water aquifers across the globe are being
depleted. Farming is getting tougher and
tougher, driving up costs for fertilizer,
water, crop pests and labour. There is
a fungus that blows on the wind in arid
farming communities called Valley
Fever. Normally the fungus lives in the
soil and was never a real problem. Now
with the climate catastrophe, the Valley
Fever is spreading with the strong winds.
The symptoms are like a flu: coughing,
night sweats and exhaustion. The antifungal medication fluconazole is the only
cure. Most doctors misdiagnose Valley
Fever and many farm workers have
died because of infection. Around 200
die from Valley Fever a year in the USA.
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Viruses have finally let humans
know the war is on and the viruses
are incredibly numerous. Someone
calculated that if you lay all the
microscopic viruses end to end, they
would stretch 100 million light years! By
contrast, the human population of earth
is about 8 billion, or 14 billion metres
into space. We humans are severely
outgunned by the hidden micro-world.
Sure, we want COVID in the rearview mirror but the reality is that the
micro-world is mounting an increasingly
dangerous war against humanity.
Diseases thought beaten by humanity
are raging back. Smallpox, monkey
pox, Zika, West Nile, and even polio
are driving a new offensive against
humanity. Air travel has made beating
the micro-world much tougher. Places
like London and New York City have
found polio in their sewer systems.
Polio making a comeback is terrifying,
especially when people think it is not
an issue. More people are skipping the
school vaccinations, only making our
enemy stronger.
We like to think COVID is a onetime historical event but scientists
are bracing for new outbreaks of new
viruses. To win this war, we need a more
united front of truthful information. In
this age of misinformation, driven by our
wonderful gadgets lighting up our faces,
my bet is that the micro-world will win,
perhaps for the best.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Healthcare staff
shortages not to
be blamed on Dr.
Henry and vaccines

I greatly appreciate all that the
mayor and Village council are doing to
keep our healthcare centre alive as it is
hanging in there by a thread, some days
barely making it as I have recently been
told by our mayor. Not enough nurses,
not enough ambulance attendants, a
volunteer fire department being asked
to take on roles that are usually only
auxiliary for them – all of them doing
their best in this stressful time. They, as
well as the council looking for solutions,
deserve our gratitude because we truly
have a system nearing collapse.
Art Joyce’s article casts part of
the blame for the staffing shortages on
the firing of unvaccinated healthcare
workers, and on Dr. Bonnie Henry
refusing to hire them back. He mentions
that a grossly misnamed coalition of the
fired called ‘Hire Back Our Heroes’ is
demanding that they be rehired so that
they may get back to the business of
“saving lives and supporting community
healthcare in a time of crisis.” What?
They lost their jobs because they
abandoned those very aims during the
crisis we have been living in! The true
heroes, if that word applies, are the staff
members who stayed on and served
their communities as their professional
obligations required.
I support Dr. Henry’s policy of
not rehiring unvaccinated healthcare
continued on page 5
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continued from page 5
workers, most of whom come into direct
contact with patients who are either
elderly or sick.
Dr. Henry has stalwartly been
guiding us through this pandemic,
despite the misinformation campaign
bringing vicious hate and threats down
on her and onto the very healthcare
workers who were there for patients
afflicted with COVID during the worst
of the crisis.
Yes, fully vaccinated people can
get COVID-19, especially because of
new variants of the virus that are able
to break through the defenses of the
vaccine. Still, one study of about four
million fully vaccinated people showed
that only about one in 5,000 experienced
a breakthrough infection (Johns Hopkins,
Nov. 23, 2021), but the rate of infection
as well of the severity of the disease
for the unvaccinated is much greater,
which means much greater risk to
patients. I just don’t see how we would
be protecting the health of patients if we
allow unvaccinated nurses to care for
them or other unvaccinated staff to be
around them.
I phoned the mayor and Colin
Moss to see if the positions that Art
interposed into his article reporting on
their work represented their views on
the effectiveness of vaccines or placing
blame for staffing issues on Dr. Henry.
The answer was no! I just want to put that
out into our community so that no one
can possibly mistake Art’s position for
that of the council. The real problem with
the hospital staffing shortages is years of
government mispriorities in spending, as
well as layers and layers of higher-level
management in the health authorities
whose high wages syphon off money that
could more appropriately be paid to the
people actually giving the care, making
their jobs more rewarding.
Carolyn Parker
New Denver

Response to ‘New Denver
mayor and councillors “fed
up” with Interior Health,’
VV August 25

In response to Art Joyce’s recent
article detailing the challenges the New
Denver mayor and council face in their
efforts to see this community serviced
with adequate health care, I agree that the
health authority system hasn’t worked.
Lives of rural residents are being put
at great risk under the current agenda
of either closing or cutting services in
rural hospitals.
However, I find aspects of Mr.
Joyce’s article deeply disturbing. It
blames the reduction of our hospital
services, in part, on Bonnie Henry and
the decision that unvaccinated nurses
who were fired would not be rehired. I
was an RN for 25 years (now retired).
There has, over that time, been extensive
periods of nursing shortages and it was
well known that unless RN training was
significantly increased, the problem
would become a crisis – a crisis that none
of our provincial governments have had

the political will to address during their
tenure. The nursing shortage has been
predicted long ago but I find Art Joyce
disingenuous in the extreme, to blame the
long-standing and increasing shortage of
nurses on Bonnie Henry and the refusal
to rehire unvaccinated nurses.
In defense of Bonnie Henry, I quote
here a Vancouver Sun article, June 7,
2022: “While a March Angus Reid
Institute poll found 68 per cent of British
Columbians believe Henry has handled
COVID-19 well, giving her one of the
highest approval ratings in the country,
former provincial health officer Perry
Kendall says continuing vitriol toward
his successor is likely a mixture of
misogyny and distrust of authority.”
I am very pained that Bonnie
Henry should face any of this hate
mongering. Even a little attention (it is
all well documented) to how challenging
COVID is to fight (recall the recent
Omicron variant) should give anyone
pause before casting stones.
Joyce goes on to dismiss the efficacy
of COVID vaccines with a meaningless
generality that they are “unreliable in
preventing transmission or infection.”
This he presents, as a reason why
unvaccinated nurses should be rehired.
Something a little closer to the truth
can be found currently on a Washington
Post article of March 18, 2022: “While
protection against mild illness waned
over time, the mRNA vaccines from
Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech provides
a robust shield against death and needing
mechanical ventilation, the study from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention found.”
You will find Health Canada’s
website currently supports this
assessment.
I believe it crucial that all healthcare
workers should lead by example and show
the public a united front in promoting
best practices in dealing with the COVID
pandemic. This reason alone should be
enough to preclude rehiring unvaccinated
healthcare workers. However, the absurd
idea of exposing the elderly residents
in facility and the debilitated patients
in hospital to unvaccinated nurses and
other unvaccinated staff should be more
than enough to end any credibility to the
dangerous views Mr. Joyce is determined
to promote.
Gene Parker
New Denver

The call of the wild

The call of the wild is a longing
that even the wildest of creatures cannot
escape. It is a longing for love, for a place
of belonging. A call to make the world
a better place than it is now. It makes
even the most wary creatures do unusual
things. Many live by this longing. It
compels them to do anything so they can
search-search for the wild.
Many creatures become almost
trapped by this longing. We too may often
feel this when we see the destruction of
the land around us. People killing the
thing that has sustained us forever. That’s
how bad it is. We need to stand up.
Some creatures are saved by this
longing. The longing to find this thing

is so strong that it forces creatures to go
to that place, where they then can find
what it is they are looking for. Many
people have been saved from cancer and
diabetes after they turned to the wild for
help. Like the people in Alaska who got
cancer and are healthy to this day because
they used Devil’s Club medicine. Like
that. We need to dig deep, even if it hurts
us. Even if it makes life harder for us. It
will get easier once we change and life
isn’t always easy.
All creatures live by this longing
to some extent. Even if a creature does
not seem to live by it, they may have
rechanneled the longing to other ideas.
People have done this a lot. People were
supposed to live in the wild, work with
the wild and belong to the wild, yet today
people often look at the wild as a resource
or an enemy. We have desensitized
ourselves enough that we work in dirty,
smoky factories all day with the excuse,
“we need money to live.” If only people
would stop and think, they would see
the wrong. They would realize that
chugging smoke into the air we depend
on or damming a river so all the fish die
or dumping toxic slag into the water we
drink is insane. We have to stop. We
cannot just think getting rid of plastic
bags will do some good. It is for our own
good that we do this, so why not change?
We don’t change because we think
it is fun.
We change because we have to,
and we will learn to want to. It is for
everyone’s good.
The message the land gave me was,
“I didn’t choose the forest, the forest
chose me.” We must look for messages
in the little things of life around us,
wherever we are. We must seek to grow
daily and not let the bounds of society
stop us. If something is wrong, we must
not stand around. We must change our
ways today!
Kyle Hicks
Krestova

It’s not over

On August 11, while the world was
distracted by events at Mar a Lago,
the American CDC quietly issued new
COVID guidelines (https://www.cdc.
gov/media/releases/2022/p0811-covidguidance.html) that in essence say,
“Forget what we’ve been telling you for
two and a half years and get on with life
as before.”
Do they really think it’s that easy?
Does anyone?
It won’t be over until the damage is
healed. Until the masterminds of this evil
are brought to justice. Until the millions
who died alone on ventilators because
doctors were bullied into disregarding
evidence-based treatment are recognized
and the families compensated. Until the
children whose development is delayed
by trauma get their childhoods back.
Until those who lost jobs because they
refused an experimental injection are
rehired. Until all mandates are over
in Canada and the handful of other
countries still clinging to them. Until
every small business destroyed by
lockdown policies can reopen.
It won’t be over until the media
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that relentlessly pushed fear and lies is
overhauled and journalism wrenched
from the clutches of political and
economic agendas. Until science is
rescued from these same agendas and
scientists set free to practice science.
Until gain-of-function research is ended
the world over.
It won’t be over until each person
who gave in and took the injection
against their will to keep a job, stay in
school, etc. is offered compensation.
Until every lawsuit is heard in an
impartial court.
It won’t be over until the whole
truth comes out for all to know, and
every single skeleton comes out of
every single closet. Until every citizen
is educated in constitutional law and
knows to never let a contrived medical
emergency dictate socioeconomic policy
ever again. Until everyone recognizes
social engineering for what it is. Until
every police officer who used clubs,
tasers or tear gas on unmasked citizens
loses their badge. Until the truth about
this time is written in every history
book. Until every unvaccinated person
who was refused medical care, lost their
home or job, was separated from loved
ones, or was discriminated against in
any other way can tell their story and
receive compensation. Until everyone
who played Russian roulette with other
people’s lives has to answer for what
they did.
But what about the millions whose
lives were lost to a fake vaccine, or
lack of treatment, or to suicide or
starvation? The tens of millions injured,
the hundreds of millions whose DNA
was altered without their knowledge
or consent? Death cannot be undone.
Is there treatment for the injured? Can
humanity recover from the genetic
manipulation? We don’t yet know. Is
the CDC working on finding out? It’s
doubtful. And so, it is not over.
Most of all, it won’t be over until
each of us makes peace with how we
handled, or didn’t handle, these events.
How we treated one another, how much
courage we mustered amongst the fear
and the grief, how much soul searching
we did. May God help us all.
Lisa Ross
Kaslo

Foreshore rights

William Cuell is mistaken in
statements about public use of the foreshore
between the natural boundary and the
water on the main arm of Kootenay Lake.
The public have the right of passage on the
beach, but they also enjoy “the privilege or
bare licence” to use and enjoy the Crown
land foreshore below the natural boundary.
The upland owner does not have first use
of the beach. The high price of lakefront
property is the result of market forces, and
an upland owner is simply buying the land
down to the natural boundary, with certain
defined but limited rights on the beach
in front (erosion protection, access, and
accretion applications). The taxes levied
are the result of the assessed value of this
block of land and housing only.
The main arm of Kootenay Lake is
not classified as a reservoir and so 533.4

m/asl is not the universal natural boundary.
The reason is that Grohman Narrows
acts as a natural restraint during freshet,
so BC surveyors use the following fuzzy
definition on a case-by-case basis: “natural
boundary means the visible high water
mark of any lake, river, stream or other
body of water where the presence and
action of the water are so common and
usual, and so long continued in all ordinary
years, as to mark on the soil of the bed of
the body of water a character distinct from
that of its banks, in vegetation, as well as in
the nature of the soil itself.” The surveyors
also consider a wave factor of up to .5
metres depending on exposure. An upper
white line of calcium carbonate deposit
marks this on a cliff, and the US Corps
of Engineers has established that upland
vegetation cannot withstand more than
7-14 days of inundation. The lake level
records from the Canada Water Board
stations at Queens Bay and Kuskanook,
available on the Fortis website, can
document this. The natural boundary
has retreated upland in recent years due
to climate change, and different water
release patterns for Libby Dam. Note that
cottonwood, sedges, and willows are not
classified as definitive markers of upland
vegetation.
What is surprising is the extent that
accretion that has been granted to upland
owners. The BC Surveyor’s Professional
Reference Manual contains the following
passage: “Land that has taken on upland
characteristics downstream of a dam
solely or primarily as a result of the dam’s
action on the flow of water in a river or
stream is not considered to be lawful
accretion. Rather this ‘new land’ remains
owned by the owner of the river or stream
(generally the Crown). The waterward
boundary of properties along the river
or stream remains in the location of the
natural boundary as it was the moment
before the dam began interfering with the
natural flow of water.” The abrupt drop of
water levels caused by the construction of
Duncan Dam seems a textbook case and
fits the definition better than the definition
of accretion, “the gradual deposition of
sediment over time.” Not only might
these “accretions” be granted under a
false category, but a misplaced sense of
ownership is contributing to excavators
continuing to destroy the natural shoreline,
especially in ecological hotspots.
I have sympathy for Mr. Cuell’s
views, as the public often abuses its
privilege to use and enjoy this foreshore
Crown land; this in turn might mistakenly
trigger a primal territorial anger instead of
a polite opportunity for education. What
I do know is that we all need to work
together as a community to preserve this
fragile ecological zone. Seeping up from
the south is a climate of angry polarization
and I would hate to see this issue add more
fractures to our society already shaken by
divisive responses to the pandemic. As
the gap between the wealthy and the poor
widens and the hot days multiply, I am
proud that in BC the beaches are open to
all. We can all enjoy the summer sound
of children playing in the water – and not
on their screens!
Gerald Garnett
Kaslo
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Nakusp zoning revamp proposes more flexible housing options
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
N a k u s p Vi l l a g e
councillors got a first look
at a new zoning bylaw that
would encourage new housing
and clean up problems in the
current rules.
Helene Miles of Urban

Systems, the consultant hired
last fall to do the review,
presented the draft bylaw to
council at its meeting August
22.
The new regulations see
some zoning areas simplified,
new land-use designations
created, and tweaks to

Lawn Mowers &
Weed Wackers
New shipment of posts &
fencing has arrived!

Slogger garden boots, ankle
boots & shoes. Sun hats!
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00
Drywall, wheelbarrows, lawn
rakes, shovels, garden wagons,
cement & paving stones

We have all your
summer essentials,
mosquito repellant,
beach toys, river
floaties, sunscreen
Ladies’ ankle socks,
diabetic socks

Air conditioner units in
stock & all sale priced

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Visitor
Information

encourage development and
address the ongoing housing
crisis in the community.
While council gave the
bylaw first reading, allowing
it to move forward in the
approval process, they wanted
to see some changes before it
comes back to them.
A zoning bylaw sets the
base rules for what activities
can be done in certain parts
of the communities, and
the kinds of buildings that
can be constructed there to
accommodate that. It sets rules
on the size, height, design, and
footprint of a building, as well
as the purpose it can be used
for – from housing to rentals
to commercial or industrial
uses.
“The goal is for a
harmonious plan that
encourages development and
reduces conflict in land use,”
Miles said. “The zoning bylaw
also manages the impact of
new development, and it
can be enforced for noncompliance. It also has a main
goal to implement the policy
of the Official Community
Plan.”

Addressing
housing issues

The review by Urban
Systems worked on cleaning
up and modernizing the
bylaw, ensuring it works
with rules from other levels
of government (like the
Agricultural Land Reserve
or the RDCK’s floodplain
bylaw) and provides clarity
for developers.
Much of the work focused
on improving housing
options in the village. New
rules were established for a

Several of the new rules
raised concern among council
members, including whether
limiting short-term rentals
to single-detached dwellings
was too restrictive.

“What about someone
who owns two condos, town
homes, or a duplex – how can
that fit in if it’s not a single
detached?” asked Mayor Tom
Zeleznik. “I can see that being
an issue.”
“I thought we were going
for clarity,” said Councillor
Ken Miller. “But this bylaw
says you have to be an owner,
and our business licencing
doesn’t say you have to be an
owner. We didn’t want this to
be disputable. We wanted this
bylaw to be clearer.”
Miles said the consultants
were working from feedback
received by council and the
public, and noted rules are still
in development.
“These proposed changes
are just proposals. If council
would prefer if the owner or
caretaker lives on site, and
make it a requirement, we
can make it clear that is a
requirement,” said Miles.
Another issue that caused
Miller concern was a decision
to remove single-detached
dwellings as a permitted
use in commercial zones.
An existing home in that
zone wouldn’t be affected
unless it was being purposely
demolished or there was an
application to enlarge it.
That rule raised objections
from Miller, who lives on a
street designated years ago for
incremental development as a
limited commercial corridor.
He was told under these rules,
he wouldn’t be able to take
out a building permit to build
an addition or change the
footprint of his residence.
“This really hits close to
home, it’s really personal,” he

said. “This is the first I have
heard of it.”
“Maybe I should tell the
60 people that this affects and
let them know they should
come to the public hearing,”
he added. “This is what
happened the last time. They
made my home a commercial
lot, and the bank refused to
finance a non-conforming
residence. That’s why council
reneged last time and added
single-family residence back
in [to the zoning].”
Staff assured Miller his
and other residential properties
would remain a conforming
use, and he would be able
to rebuild if the property
was destroyed, or sell it as a
residence. This draft was just
that – council is still able to
make changes.
“What you are doing right
now is an exercise in what you
want the village to look like in
20-25 years – that’s the whole
idea of the zoning exercise,”
said CAO Wayne Robinson.
“You are creating a long-term
vision of how you want the
village to grow and develop.”
Village staff took note
of a number of council’s
suggestions and objections
and will review them with
an eye to tweak the bylaw
in time for its next reading.
That should be some time in
September, and another public
hearing on the draft bylaw
around that time will give
citizens a chance to provide
feedback. Legal reviews and
final changes should happen
sometime in October, with the
bylaw receiving final council
approval likely before the end
of the year.

member governments, many
duplications occur, so those
motions are screened by a
committee.
Several locally generated
motions made the cut.
One RDCK resolution
accepted for approval calls
on the Province to require
insurance companies in BC
to credit communities for fire
equipment that is “rigorously
tested and recognized to be in
excellent working condition or
that can be upgraded instead
of being replaced” to help ease
costs on small communities
and rural governments.
Another RDCK motion
notes that local governments
are being hamstrung in trying
to develop modern land-use
plans and “are “responding
to proposals without the
benefit of an integrated
approach and knowledge
of cumulative impacts.” It
calls on the Province to add
staff to complete the land
use planning modernization
program by the end of 2024.

Ye t a n o t h e r R D C K
resolution on pricing policies
for community forests was
also recommended to be
adopted by delegates.
Nelson City Council has
a slate of resolutions, calling
on the Province to improve
funding for local governments
to prepare for local
emergencies, to develop better
decision-making processes for
grants, to help clean up issues
with historic rights-of-way
for utility companies, and to
require BC Hydro to purchase
locally generated power.
While no motions
presented by West Kootenay
municipalities were
recommended for rejection by
the resolution committee, one
was presented to the delegates
for discussion.
It was a motion initially
developed by RDCK Area
I Director Andy Davidoff,
after raising a concern that
insurance companies were
denying insurance to some
of his constituents living in

communities that only have
cable-ferry access.
Calling the insurance
c o m p a n y ’s p o l i c i e s
“inconsistent,” the motion
also notes that insurance
can’t be renewed during
wildfire season. It calls on
the provincial government to
pass legislation that “requires
all insurance providers in
British Columbia to provide
insurance to all homeowners
in the province with provisions
that are consistent, fair, and
equitable.”
The resolutions committee
advised the UBCM hasn’t
passed a motion like it in the
past, however, “the Committee
notes that the membership has
supported resolutions seeking
better access to insurance,
to have the Province review
insurance practices and to
insure homeowners during
and after a disaster.”
Delegates were to vote
on the resolution if it wasn’t
forwarded to the executive for
more discussion.

‘shelf-ready’ zone for tiny
homes on individual pads,
similar to a mobile home park.
Up to 20 tiny homes would
be allowed on a hectare of
land. “This zone has been
prepared to support staff
with model regulations if a
developer or resident decides
to pursue a rezoning for this
type of development,” Miles
explained.
Updated rules are now in
place for ‘accessory dwelling
units’ – things like carriage
homes, garage suites and
granny flats.
Short-term rentals are
also allowed – one per singledetached home on a residential
lot. The owner or a caretaker
has to live on the property
full-time to qualify.
Recreational vehicles, or
RVs, can be used as dwellings
for up to three weeks in a
residential neighbourhood,
longer if the resident applies
for a Temporary Use Permit.
People who need a place
to store their stuff while they
build their main home can
now build a garage first, and
their principal residence later.
There are other
rules as well, including
increasing a building’s
footprint on a lot, parking
requirements, allowing
tourist accommodations
on agricultural land, and a
prohibition against drivethrough restaurants.

Pushback from council

West Kootenay motions make the floor of local government convention

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Local governments get a
chance to put their concerns
forward on the provincial
stage next week. The Union of
BC Municipalities (UBCM)
annual convention, which
brings together municipal
leaders and officials from
across the province, takes
place in Whistler September
12-16. Central to the
convention is the passing of
policy resolutions.
The resolutions cover a
wide range of issues from the
environment, policing, and
healthcare, to rural insurance,
better snow ploughing, and
even keeping roadside reststops clean. They usually call
on the provincial government
to change legislation or take
a specific action to address an
issue of concern.
Local governments
spend several months
developing resolutions to
submit to the convention.
Given the hundreds of
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full-Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15& 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free Wi-Fi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!

40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full-service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

5971 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Relax

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed thru Sunday
from 11am. Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Saturday 5
till 8. Live music on Saturdays. Drop in yoga Sunday at 9:30. Come and enjoy
a drink with Us!

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPR INGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

							www.nakusphotsprings.com
							 (250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a beautiful
mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain air. Stay in our
comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants,
and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open daily for
public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website for on-line pool
reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools. Savour indigenous inspired
meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one of our 52 contemporary guest
rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is included with your stay in the resort.
Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with 4
different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in our spa,
relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food and amazing views
from our fine dining restaurant.

Private Hot Springs

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the
Kootenays! Book one of our chalets and reserve a private hotsprings
getaway all to yourself with breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with
our healing waters. www.kootenayhotsprings.com and www.privatehotsprings.com.
Join Facebook page: hotsprings escape Phone: 250 448 6111

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Thursday Ladies
Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Restaurant hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4-8 pm.
Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.ca. 9 holes $30 + tax 18 holes $45 + tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7241
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 35 course with spectacular views and
well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a licensed
patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 holes - $22.00 18 holes - $33.00. Power
cart - 9 holes $20 - 18 holes - $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250.265.8888 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October 1
with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori Korkola,
Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus other fine artists
represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4
pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday. Visit hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the
Valley Voice for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works of
Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive line
of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about the
human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also offering
timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River Road, north
of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.
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Election campaigning begins for municipal councils, RDCK board, school boards
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
For the first time in nearly
four decades, Paul Peterson’s
name won’t be on a ballot for
public office.
“I won’t be running in
the next election,” the Area K
Arrow Lakes RDCK director
says. “I’m getting tired. The
workload has doubled or
tripled since I started.”
Peterson, who since the
mid-1980s has sat in a few
different seats as elected
official – on New Denver
Village council, the Arrow
Lakes School District #10
board of trustees, and the
board of directors of the
Regional District of Central
Kootenay – says it’s just too
much now.
“I love working with my
constituency. I’d stay on till
I drop if that’s all it was,” he
says. “But I’m just not in total
agreement with the direction

the Regional District is going
in now.”
Across the province,
municipal politicians –
incumbents and wannabes
– are deciding whether to
throw their hat in the ring for
a four-year term leading their
communities. Local elections
are being held on October 15,
but the deadline for candidates
to enter the race is tomorrow
(September 9).
Peterson isn’t the only
Arrow Lakes area politician
calling it a day. Up the
lake, two Nakusp Village
councillors have also said they
won’t run again.
“I have a few reasons for
not running,” says Ken Miller.
“The main one is a selfish
one. I mostly just want my
time to be on my own, with
my family.”
Miller, who won in a
byelection in July 2019 and
had served on Nakusp council

before, noted in the past most
councillors were roughly the
same age.
“It has been fun and
interesting to work with a
more diverse council,” he
says. “There were a lot of
different ideas and views
brought forward but we still
all seemed to be on the same
path.”
Susan DeSandoli also
announced she wasn’t running
for Nakusp council again,
either.
However, most politicians
seem to be keeping their cards
close to their chests until
nominations close – the Valley
Voice only received a handful
of replies to an inquiry about
incumbents’ intentions.

Returning hopefuls

While some local leaders
are passing on the torch, others
are hoping to return to office.
In RDCK Area D, the
northern part of Kootenay

Lake, Aimee Watson will
run again for director. She’s
currently the chair of the
RDCK board as well. In Area
H, Walter Popoff has also said
he’ll run again to represent the
Slocan Valley.
In Kaslo, Mayor Suzan
Hewat and Councillor Rob
Lang have both filed their
nomination papers. So has
Dawn Lang, the incumbent
local trustee for School
District 8.
In the Village of Slocan,
Mayor Jessica Lunn says she
plans to run again.

“There are so many
projects in process,” she says.
“And I still very much have the
passion, love and enthusiasm
to support Slocan as we move
through this pivotal time.”
Her thoughts are echoed
by one of her councillors, Ezra
Buller, who also says he’ll
have his name on the ballot.
“I feel that I have
become more comfortable
and confident on council and
hope to continue to represent
the local Slocan constituents
with open ears and a willing
mind,” he says. “Slocan has

a wonderful new feel and
positive future, and I am
looking forward to being a
part of the process to make
those dreams a reality.”
September 9 is the deadline
for candidates to submit their
nomination papers. When
nominations close, the Valley
Voice will invite all candidates
to submit brief statements
for publication in our
September 22 issue. Should
there be election races in the
communities, we’ll cover any
all-candidates meetings that
are held.

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
If you live in the Valley
Voice readership area, there’s
a very good chance you’ve got
a septic field on your property.
Your quality of life depends
on it working well, and if it
should cause problems, it can
cost thousands of dollars to fix.
Despite that, most people
almost never think about their
septic system, and do little, if
anything, to properly care for
it, says an organization that
represents companies in the
septic system industry.
“We live in an ‘F-and-F
Society’ – Flush and Forget,”
says Lesley Desjardins, the
executive director of the
Western Canada Onsite
Wastewater Management
Association (WCOWMA).
“As long as it goes away,
people think it’s working…
that’s a little bit of a simplistic
attitude, but very common.”
That’s why Desjardin’s
group is organizing ‘Septic
Awareness Week’ from
September 19 to 23.
“It’s not exactly dinnertable conversation, so it’s a
situation of benign neglect,”
she says of septic system
maintenance. “You wouldn’t
think twice of taking your car
in for an oil change, but you
don’t think to have your septic
system checked once a year to
make sure things are working
properly.”
So while you’re trying to
bring in your harvest, cut wood
for the winter, or get the kids
settled in school, WCOWMA
hopes you’ll spend a few hours
learning about your septic
system, as well.
“Just because it flushes,
where is it going? Is it
actually working? The bulk
of the treatment actually
takes place in the soil. So is
that happening?” she says
people should ask themselves.
“Are we in the position of
potentially polluting an
aquifer, a waterway or water
source? We want to take care
of that system so that none of

those scenarios occur.”
Properly designed and
maintained systems effectively
reduce or eliminate most
human health or environmental
threats posed by pollutants in
household wastewater, says
WCOWMA. However, they
require regular maintenance, or
they will not operate properly.
“The role of that falls
to the homeowner, because
ultimately once the system has
been designed and installed,
the homeowner has control
over how it’s utilized, whether
it is maintained, and if it’s
functioning as intended,” she
says.
Struggling septic systems
are expensive to repair or
replace. Septic systems need
to be monitored regularly to
ensure that they are functioning
properly and to ensure a
lengthy service life. With one
in four Canadians reliant on
septic fields to manage waste
they produce, there are likely
thousands of systems that are
failing, or are in ill health.
To help you to learn
more about your septic field,
WCOWMA is hosting a
series of free webinars to
share operating tips and
information on the importance
of maintaining septic systems.
“ T h e r e ’s t h i s m i s conception that septic systems
are all about the piping,”
Desjardins says. “You glue a
bunch of pipes together, put
it into trenches, put it in the
ground and you are done,”
she says. “But it’s not like a
garbage bag we can toss and
forget. We’re not actually
tossing anything away. We are
reintroducing waste material
into the environment, and it
will eventually go back into
the water table.”
So participants of
the webinar will get basic
information about the water
cycle, how treatment actually
occurs in the soil, and
challenges that can impact
your system. They’ll also learn
what regular maintenance
you should be doing, and

how to operate it properly –
for instance, what should or
shouldn’t go down the drain.
Spoiler alert: don’t put
flushable wipes, hygiene
products, medications, paints
or solvents into your septic
field. They can kill your system
very quickly, Desjardin says.
But there are other, more
surprising tips as well.
“People doing home
kidney dialysis – that pumps
a whole bunch of disinfectant
used in the process and excess
water,” she says. “Systems
aren’t designed to handle
that much water. Also water
softeners, iron filters, and
reverse osmosis systems don’t
cause pollution per se, but
they can cause a huge stress
on the system. Systems aren’t
designed to manage that much
water.”
The organization will also
provide homeowner manuals
and logs to keep track of
maintenance.
“Another misconception
is having your system pumped
is all the maintenance you
require,” she says. “That’s
a huge part of it, but septic
systems may have a pump,
floats that need to be checked,
filters that need cleaning, a
high-water alarm to protect
your system from backing into
the house.”
The organization also
offers suggestions on who to
go to when you have problems
– because if your system dies,
it can get pretty ugly pretty
quick.
“You’re sitting in your
barcalounger watching a
hockey game, when all of a
sudden you’re floating in a sea
of ‘brown trout,’” she says.
“That can happen if you don’t
take care of your system. It’s
a huge expense and terrible
situation to be in, but it can
happen if we don’t take care
of it.”
Dates and times for the
webinars can be found on the
WCOWMA website, https://
www.wcowma.com/blog/
septic-sense-2022/

Free seminar offers tips on care and
maintenance of your septic system
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‘Accessible’ community plan brings future of Slocan Village into focus
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Slocan’s mayor hopes residents
will at least take a look at the Village’s
new Official Community Plan – and
maybe even like doing so.
“It is the community’s document,”
says Jessica Lunn. “I hope folks read
it, and enjoy reading it, and learn
from it, and the document resonates
with them.”
Council gave the OCP its first and
second readings at an August meeting,
beginning the approval process for the
bylaw. A public hearing is scheduled
for September 20 for residents to give
their feedback on the draft plan.
Months of study and public
consultation involving many, many
residents have gone into the document,
which outlines the Village’s land use
plans and community development
goals for the next 5-10 years and
beyond. Lunn says she’s been
impressed and grateful for the amount
of public interest there’s been in the
process.
“I was really encouraged by
the feedback and community
engagement. It’s a starting point. It
was super exciting to connect with the
community, especially after COVID,
to have some in-person engagement
and see the excitement and enthusiasm
for our community.
“People who are here really love
it here, and they care about each other

and the environment and I think this
document captures that.”

Turning a corner

The end result is a document that
is clear, readable and engaging – not
words usually used to describe a
bylaw. Lunn says they worked hard
to make the document ‘visually
compelling’, adding graphs, maps
and photographs – a far cry from the
very first OCP, drawn up more than
35 years ago.
“There was an OCP done in 1986
that was typewritten and photocopied,”
she notes. “This feels a lot more
readable. There’s information on what
an OCP is, why we have one, and
we’ve incorporated a lot more visuals,
so hopefully folks enjoy reading it.”
But the document reflects a lot
more change than that, says Lunn. This
is the second OCP written since the
town’s main employer, Springer Creek
Forest Products, closed in 2011. She
says this plan shows the community
is moving past the trauma, and toward
the future.
“We have absolutely turned a
corner. It has been incredible to be
part of this community since the
mill closed,” says Lunn. “There
was grief and families were touched
immensely when they mill stopped
and the buildings came down. There
were tears.
“But it was really important then to
think of the potential of the community,

Upgrades to ferry terminals
support Kootenay Lake travel
submitted
Kootenay Lake ferry users are
now enjoying improved amenities,
more parking and better access at the
Balfour and Kootenay Bay terminals.
Those are some of the changes the
public was introduced to on August 25
when the renovated ferry terminals
were officially inaugurated by NelsonCreston MLA Brittny Anderson and
other officials.
“The Balfour and Kootenay Bay
ferry terminals have received muchneeded upgrades,” said Anderson, on
behalf of Rob Fleming, Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure. “The
revitalized and improved terminals are
safer and more accessible, which will
benefit residents and visitors travelling
across Kootenay Lake for years to
come.”
At the Kootenay Bay terminal,
the existing washroom facility is now
more accessible, and there are new
electric vehicle charging stations for
EV drivers, along with better lighting
and parking improvements.
At the Balfour terminal,
improvements include a new
washroom facility and a significant
increase to the terminal’s vehicle
queue capacity. Upgrades were also
made to Highway 31/3A to improve
safety and traffic flow within the
community. Sidewalks and lighting
also improve connections between
the terminal, a new transit stop and
the highway.
“Our government recognizes
the importance of investing in
local infrastructure that connects
communities to one another, and to

opportunity,” said Harjit S. Sajjan,
federal Minister of International
Development and Minister
responsible for the Pacific Economic
Development Agency of Canada,
on behalf of the Dominic LeBlanc,
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
Communities, and Infrastructure. “We
are proud to have contributed more
than $17 million in federal funding
for this project as it provides residents
and tourists with reliable services and
benefits local economies.”

Ferry construction

Construction of a new electricready vessel for the Kootenay Lake
route continues at Western Pacific
Marine’s assembly site in Nelson. The
new vessel will more than double the
capacity of the MV Balfour, which it
will replace.
However, the delivery of important
components for the new vessel has
been affected by global supply-chain
issues, a government news release
said, delaying its completion until
2024.
“There is no expected impact to
the ferry service resulting from this
delay,” the release stated. “Until the
new vessel is ready for service, MV
Osprey 2000 will remain in service
throughout the year. MV Balfour will
provide refit relief and supplemental
summer service.”
The improvements were funded
by the Province of BC with a
contribution from the Government
of Canada through the New Building
Canada Fund’s Provincial-Territorial
Infrastructure Component-National
and Regional Projects.

and the possibility. And what we’ve
experienced on the ground – there’s
been so much investment from within.
We have more new businesses. There’s
an excitement and an optimism for the
future. And I think this OCP really hits
the nail on the head.”

Key principles

The draft presented by the
consultants, Selkirk Planning and
Design, doesn’t deviate much from
the initial plan discussions this spring
(see ‘Slocan village residents ponder
plans for community’s future,’ April 7,
2022, page 19). The vision statement
for the town has been simplified to: “A
flourishing village where people are
connected to nature and each other.”
“We want to maintain that village
charm, the village feel, we want
to maintain those connections to
each other, cultivate those, support
and protect the natural environment,
celebrate it, recreate in it,” Lunn
explains. “We heard that across the
board.”
The main principles derived from
the vision include integrating the natural
surroundings into development and
planning, enhancing social connections,
supporting affordable housing
options, and supporting a sustainable
community environmentally, socially,
and economically.
The OCP sets several zones or
planning areas, like the downtown
core, highway gateway, residential,
shoreline, etc. Each development area
sets out the kind of building that will
be encouraged in that area – single
family, multi-unit, commercial, etc.,
encouraging some types of building
or restricting development, in the case
of sensitive ecosystems and steep
slope areas.
One thing the document doesn’t
discuss is the mill lands, 19 acres of
prime waterfront purchased by the
Village in 2020. The OCP sets out

some general principles… limiting
designs and colours, creating large
setbacks from the property line, and
generally complementing the existing
village character “so that it feels like
an extension of the village’s existing
neighbourhoods and not a separate
entity.”
“It came up a lot with the public,
in many conversations. We know we
have a lot to talk about on that, but
we wanted to ensure the OCP update
kept it to a high-level policy, that could
guide the future process,” says Lunn.
“It was important… we use some of
those values and vision as principles
that will help support that future
process.”

A lot of side quests

The document also recommends
the Village expand its boundaries to
include municipally owned land on its
borders, review septic system use in the
village, support the arts, protect heritage
buildings, encourage community
agriculture, support improvements
to transportation, internet and
communications infrastructure,
develop a wildfire emergency response
plan, form a beautification committee,
do a ‘sensitive ecosystems’ inventory,
develop a stormwater master plan,
among many other suggestions. The
community will need these things in
years to come, but can the Village’s

tiny administration do all that?
“OCPs are forward-thinking and
high-level guidance,” says Lunn. “In
terms of the implementation, whether
we act on certain aspects of the plan
would absolutely depend on capacity.”
One of the things Lunn is proudest
of is the inclusion of principles of
reconciliation with First Nations. Just a
half-sentence mention in the last OCP,
there’s a full land acknowledgement
at the beginning, and goals for First
Nations relationships are explicitly
outlined in a subsection. Lunn says
that’s just the beginning.
“We know we have a very long
way to go in terms of Indigenous
relationships and reconciliation,” she
says. “What is included is a starting
point… we really wanted to ensure
the OCP provided an opportunity to
share information and raise awareness.
That being said, we have a long way to
go as a community. We need to listen
and learn.”
Residents can view the entire
OCP bylaw document on the Village’s
website, and Lunn says council would
love to hear from the public at the
September 20 meeting at the Legion
Hall. After the public hearing and
reviews by partner governments (like
the RDCK), the new bylaw should
be given final approval before the
municipal elections in October.

Wanted to rent summer 2023:

spot for my 30’ low-profile
RV trailer and 63-year-old
female with courteous,
non-barking Australian
Shepherd.
Can pay $550 for spot
with power and
water; $750 for
power, water and sewer hookups.
250-886-4520 or
info@janebaker.ca.
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Wide Spot: Fire
season
by Therese DesCamp

6:30 in the morning, sleepwalking the dog down the road, a
voice called to me from on high.
“Good morning, Therese,” I heard
in deep male tones.
No, it wasn’t the One-WhoCannot-Be-Named. It was my
neighbour securing sprinklers on
his roof in anticipation of a coming
lightning storm. Seeing him up there
made me hotfoot it home and have
a discussion with George about
which of us was doing what to finish

fireproofing the house and pack our
emergency bags.
Later that same morning, after a
walk through the garden, I stood in
the kitchen as the blender whirred.
Because the basil patch had been
starting to flower, I’d whacked back
the plants and brought in a basketful.
Another project that couldn’t wait…
There in the kitchen, it struck
me that I was simultaneously
planning for, and working toward,
two separate realities: one where the
house would burn down, one where I
fix pasta with pesto in January.
Years ago, when I was studying
the neuroscience of prayer and
meditation, I learned that all long-

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly services and book group
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Contemplative Ecology Retreat with
Douglas Christie July 23.
For information & links, contact
widespotTZ@sbdemail.com
Turner Zion United Church of Canada
is alive and welcomes you
on-line — and in person.

term meditation practices – from
Buddhist breath exercises to
speaking in tongues – produce a
marked asymmetrical activation
of the two sides of the thalamus.
This activation was the only brain
change common to all the practices
tested. The thalamus is a tiny but
essential part of the brain, central to
our perception of what is and is not
real. Long-term meditators, scientists
hypothesized, incorporated into their
lives the “palpable experience” of
a reality that was different from
everyday reality. Not a substitute for
normal reality but an addition to it: a
simultaneous reality.
I don’t know about you, but I am
needing to consciously notice that
palpable experience of a reality that’s
different from normal.
Because everyday reality is
rough. The current level of planetary
uncertainty, change, and instability is
staggering. Many things are coming
apart. The planet and the people are
crying out. And while I acknowledge
this reality, live in it, tend to it – the
same way that I pack my emergency
bag – I don’t want it to control me.
I don’t want the current suffering to
define my life. I’m not in denial; I just
know there’s more than this.
“More than this” is usually
experienced rather than considered.
Think of how a dive into the lake
feels like cold silk; how a blackchinned hummingbird pays court to
nasturtiums. Remember how it feels
to hold a sleeping baby in your arms,
or when the neighbour dog noses
your knee to say hello, or the deep
steadiness of taking a loving action.
The belly-rooted silence that
comes from paying attention to life
tips us into a palpable experience
that is other than the world of texts,
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breaking news and local dogfights.
However clumsy our language about
this other reality may be, most of us
recognize that place of knowing,
where we feel the brilliant pulse of

love welling up, holding us in life,
binding us to each other.
This knowing, this reality: I’m
packing that in the emergency bag,
too.

submitted
Taghum Hall is celebrating the
area’s Doukhobor roots at a special
‘Pass the Pyrahi’ BC Culture Days
event on Friday, September 23 with
displays, demonstrations, and pyrahi
(traditional fruit-filled tarts) from 2 to
5 pm. There will also be an evening
program of songs and stories from
7 to 9 pm.
The hall’s roots are steeped in
Doukhobor culture, from floorstomping polka dances to weddings,
funerals, choir practices – and food,
of course.
The Doukhobor people first
arrived in Taghum around 1911.
They planted gardens and orchards,
and they built a community. Within
a few years, a school was built on
the shores of the river on the site
of where Taghum Hall now stands.
Destroyed by fire in 1947, a new hall
was rebuilt with salvaged lumber –
some of it from the Lemon Creek
Japanese internment camp – and a
lot of community love. Volunteer
carpenters were fed mountains of
food prepared by the Doukhobor
women. Some say that Taghum
Hall’s history is steeped in borscht.

The afternoon portion of Taghum
Hall’s Pass the Pyrahi Culture Days
event on September 23 is a drop-in
open house. Everyone is welcome to
enjoy demonstrations such as spoon
carving and spinning, learn about
Taghum’s rich history, read firstperson memories, explore historical
displays, appreciate some music,
and chat with your friends and
neighbours over tea and pyrahi.
The evening begins at 7 pm with
live music, literary readings, and a
multimedia talk about Doukhobor
history in Taghum – with plenty of
surprises. A special reading by author
Vera Maloff from her memoir Our
Backs Warmed by the Sun: Memories
of a Doukhobor Life was made
possible by the Canada Council for
the Arts Reopening Fund through the
Writers Union of Canada. There will
be time to socialize, and, yes, there
will be pyrahi!
Pass the Pyrahi is a free event.
As always, donations are accepted to
keep the doors open and the pyrahi
baking.
For more information about this
and other programs and events please
go to taghumhall.ca.

Pass the Pyrahi at Taghum Hall

Sandra Makortoff (left) and Nellie Popoff have a long history of creating delicious things in the
Taghum Hall kitchen.

Vera Maloff reads from her memoir Our Backs Warmed by the Sun: Memories of a Doukhobor
Life as part of the evening program.
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Nakusp council, August 22: Museum makes big ask
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Nakusp and District Museum
is asking for a big hike in its annual
grant from the Village.
A delegation from the museum
appeared before council saying it
wanted to increase the salary of the
museum’s curator/manager from
$20/hour to $28.85, the provincial
standard.
That would allow them to offer
a living wage for a year-round, fulltime curator, which would in turn help
build the museum.
“If we had a permanent, not
seasonal, curator/manager we would
be eligible for many additional grants
that would allow us to do renovations,
offer community programming,
purchase capital equipment and obtain
specialized museum technology to
adequately protect and digitize the
artifacts in our collection,” they said
in a letter to council.
That would take a big boost in the
museum’s annual grant, from $18,500
to $42,000. The current funding does
not sustain half a year of operations,
they said, noting that despite having
had many successful fundraising
events, greater core funding is needed
to keep the organization’s momentum
going.
Even if council approves the
request, it likely wouldn’t happen
until next year, when the 2023/24
budget is set. Council received the
presentation as information.

New industrial land

Expanding the available industrial
lands is a Nakusp council priority,
which is why staff will investigate the
cost to develop a parcel west of the
village on Hot Springs Road.
The Village owns the 10.5-acre
lot at 1305 Hot Springs Road, and
part of it is already used by NACFOR.
Much of the parcel is in a steep slope
zone and can’t be developed, but
council has asked staff to see what it
would take to make the usable area
available for industry.
“The land is not serviced (no
water or sewer) so there are limited
uses available at this time,” staff said
in a preliminary report to council.
“However, it may have potential for
certain industrial uses without further
developing.”
The exact cost of clearing the
land, connecting utilities and doing
the other development work is
unknown, but the Village could make
about $14,000 selling the lumber from
the property at current prices to offset
some costs.
Staff asked that council to put the
project into the 2023 budget and work
plan, and council agreed, so no work
on the issue is immediately planned.

EV everywhere

Council has directed staff to
apply for the CBT Basin Charge Up
Grant, a program encouraging small
communities to convert from fossil
fuels to electric power.
The Village will seek money for
an electric pickup truck for public
works, and an EV charging station
and energy retrofits at the hot springs.

Emergency readiness
grant

Staff will be applying for a
Community Readiness Program grant
that will help make Nakusp better able
to support the community in times of
emergency.
While the rink may seem a
good location for providing mass
emergency services, it has air quality,
logistical and safety issues, and would
cost far too much to work for this
program.
Instead, staff say it might be a
good time to focus on the auditorium
in the sports complex.
“Currently, the auditorium does
not have any means of cooling or
filtering the incoming air, nor does
it have a backup power supply or
generator for use during a power
outage,” a staff report notes. Staff
says installing the HVAC to improve
air quality and provide cooling is the
priority.
Past consultants have estimated
the cost of installing HVAC in the
building at around $150,000. Staff
said council wasn’t committing to
spending the money by making the
application, and if estimates turn out
to be too high, it can drop the project.

Support for SAR

The reinvigorated Arrow Lakes
Search and Rescue Society wants to
rebuild its communication system
in the region, and is getting moral
support from council for the project.
“The reason we are looking at
doing this is because our current
system is not compatible with
regional standards being rolled out in
several other communities,” ALSAR
volunteer Daniel Abraham wrote to
the council. “These standards allow
long range communication on a
wide area network and real time GPS
tracking, and would be beneficial in
any mutual aid scenario…”
Abraham said the organization
had nearly dissolved last year, but
now is a “a young and devoted group
of over 20 members with a very
dedicated board.”
The Village will provide a letter
of support to the group, which is
applying for a “very large” BC
Gaming grant for the work.

Council pay

Council gave first three readings
to a bylaw to provide a pay increase
for the mayor and councillors. The
raises kick in in the new year. The
next mayor will receive $17,719
annually, while a councillor will
make $9,550. Future increases will
follow the increases for unionized
Village staff. The increases are in
about the middle of the salary range
for elected officials in a community
Nakusp’s size.

Travel and per diems

If you’ve travelled at all this
summer, you’ve probably experienced
‘sticker shock’ at the rising cost of
gas, accommodations, etc. It’s the
same for municipal governments,
and Nakusp is increasing its per-diem
rates for staff, volunteers, emergency
workers and councillors travelling on
local government business.
The Village will increase the
mileage rate from $0.53/km to $0.61/
km and mileage rates will now be tied
to the rate approved by the Canada

Revenue agency.
Meal per diems have also been
increased to reflect current pricing,
and travellers can now stay at the
homes of friends or family when on
the road, which “saves the Village
money on accommodations,” notes
a report.
The increase represents about a
15% increase in the travel budget for
the Village, which will stand at about
$2,400 annually.

Staffing levels

The Village has new rules on
how many staff can be on leave at
the same time. Council has approved
CAO Wayne Robinson’s policy
that will ensure that “any given
Village department has sufficient
staffing levels to ensure it can operate
effectively and respond to emerging
situations as they arise.”
A report by Robinson said
absences from work can negatively
impact the Village’s capacity to get
work done, and it is largely out of
anyone’s control when it’s a medical
or family leave.
Under the new rules, at least
three staff will have to be working in
the public works department, arena/
parks, hot springs, and main office.
Only one person from a department
will be granted a vacation request for
a given time period.
Robinson said “qualifiers and
exceptions” have been worked into
the policy to make it flexible when
needed.
No kissing babies at council
With the municipal elections only
six weeks away, council is taking
steps to ensure no one uses council
proceedings as a political platform.
“Council is a continuous body
that exists before and after an
election. Its duties are not tied to
who the members are that make up the
governing body of the organization,”
says a report provided by staff to
council. “Therefore, no one should
be afforded the opportunity to use a
council meeting to forward their own
campaign, especially immediately
prior the election period.”
In order to level the playing
field, councillors won’t give their
regular reports on their activities
until after the October 15 election.
It’s a common practice in other
municipalities, the CAO told council.
Also, the mayor should take care
to ensure no new candidates try to
use council’s public question time for
political grandstanding.
Council received the report as
information.

Woodstove program

The Village is hoping it can
convince some homeowners to swap
out their old woodstoves for new
ones. The BC Woodstove Exchange
program is offering incentives for
people to get new stoves, reducing
air pollution overall. Last year, the
program prompted three Nakusp
homeowners to upgrade their stoves.
Participants get a rebate of $200-$650
from the provincial fund, and $100
from the Village to sweeten the pot.
The village is putting up enough for
10 people to take advantage of the
program this year.

Ellen June
Simard
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June 25, 1936 to
August 15, 2022

Our dear mum, Ellen June
(Granny Junebug) Simard (nee
Gardner), died peacefully in her
armchair, cradled in the love of
her family, on August 15, 2022, in
Nelson, BC. Mum is free again,
riding wild horses, climbing trees,
and driving her camero in the loving
company of her late son Kelly
Ellen June Simard with her three children,
Charles Simard, mum Winnifred
left to right, Kelly, Robyn and Suzanne
(Winnie) Beatrice Gardner (nee
Ferguson), and dad Hubert (Bert) Gifford Gardner. Mum was born in
1936 in Rossland, BC, where she lived with her parents and brothers,
Wayne Gardner and Douglas Gardner, until 1943, when Bert went to
fight in World War II. The young family moved to Nakusp so they could
be close to the Gardner clan in Sleepy Hollow and the Ferguson tribe in
Edgewood during the war. Mum especially loved her life in Edgewood,
playing with her brothers in the haypiles, delivering flour on horseback
to the neighbors, and helping her Grampa Charles farm the land. She
was the Queen of the Arrow Lakes when she was 15, swam solo across
the Columbia River from Nakusp to Saddleback Mountain before the
big flood, and was the head lifeguard in her teenage years at the Nakusp
Beach. When mum graduated from Nakusp Secondary School in 1954,
she and her best friend Rae LaRue moved to Nelson to attend Notre Dame
University College for Grade 13. She eventually earned her teaching
certificate at the University of Victoria, and Bachelors of Education
and Masters of Education (ABT) at the University of British Columbia.
Mum met our dad, Peter Ernest Charles Simard in Nakusp in 1958 (div.
1975), taught most elementary grades, especially in Kamloops, BC, and
was very proud to be a Learning Consultant in the Kamloops School
District for much of her career. Mum had a powerful influence on her
three kids, encouraging us to pursue our educations, find joyful work, and
contribute to the good of society. She also made it possible for us to ski at
Tod Mountain every weekend during high school, back in the days when
money was scarce as hen’s teeth, temperatures were colder than a witch’s
tit, and the snow was hard as nails. You could always find mum with a
big gang of kids zooming down the Headwall and Cariboo, catching the
first and last chairs of the day. Mum was also a crew member of the allfemale team, the Why Knots, who floated to a humorous victory in the
Overlander Raft Race. Mum went on to learn to windsurf when she was
in her 50s, and she swore her waterstart was key to surfing the waves in
Mexico and the lakes of Nitinat and the Nicola. She skied with her friends
and family at Whitewater Ski Hill until her early 80s. Mum is predeceased
by her son Kelly Charles Simard (died November 4, 1995) (Tiffany),
brother Douglas Gardner (Nola), and parents Winnie and Bert. She is
survived by her two daughters of Nelson, Robyn Elizabeth Simard (Bill
Heath) and Suzanne Winette Simard (Don Sachs, div.), as well as her five
grandchildren, Oliver Raven James Heath, Kelly Rose Elizabeth Heath,
Matthew Kelly Simard, Hannah Rebekah Sachs and Nava Sophia Sachs,
and her kitty, Lou. She is also survived by her brother Wayne Gardner
(Red Lake), nephews Craig, Guy and Jay Gardner (Nakusp), Quinn and
Devon Gardner (Kamloops), cousins Barbara Abbey and Joe Williams
(Nakusp), Donny and Kathleen Kirk (Nakusp), Joe Gardner (Douglas
Lake), Don and Jim Gardner, and many others. We are very grateful to
mum’s family, friends, neighbours, and doctors for helping her pass into
infinity. In lieu of flowers, we suggest donations be made to Rosemont
Elementary School, 1605 Crease Ave., Nelson, BC, V1L 2R2, where,
after her retirement, mum would often help kids learn to read. Mum, we
love you, we are very proud of you, and we will see you on the other side.

Mum’s favorite poem:
Trees, by Joyce Kilmer.
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca/obituary/ellensimard/
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New Denver museum garden
project underway
submitted
The project to install artifacts
related to the area’s mining history in
the former garden area at the Silvery
Slocan Museum in New Denver is
underway.
The area has been cleared and
prepared for the next step, which
includes installation of iron track and
wooden platforms on a bed of gravel.
Following that step, ore cars and
other authentic mining equipment
as well as signage depicting the
historical context of these artifacts
will complete the exhibit.
At the invitation of the museum
and the Village, several people came
forward this summer to get their
choice of plants from the garden.
On August 31, Village Public Works

employee Jason Chernoff and private
operator Chris Fox cleared and
prepared the site.
The society was unsuccessful in
it attempts to secure grant funding
to refresh the Village-owned garden
area, so approached New Denver
council in June for support for
a revised version of the project.
Council was happy to provide
support and assistance from the
Public Works department.
Margaret Scaia of the Silvery
Slocan Historical Society says the
garden was planted by volunteers
many years ago. “It is believed that
the garden was meant as a memorial,
but the origins of the memorial, the
people who planted it and the time
of planting are unknown,” she said.

The Silvery Slocan Historical Society is working with the Village of New Denver to create an
exhibit of mining artifacts in the former garden space at the museum.
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New administrator at New Denver Hospice
submitted
The New Denver Hospice
Society has two pieces of good news:
they’ve hired an administrator, and
they’ve purchased a fish tank for the
Pavilion long-term care wing of the
Slocan Community Health Centre.
Gina Chapin is the new
administrator. She recently moved
to the community, but has had ties
here since 1995.
“I appreciate the opportunity
to work with a wonderful group of
people at Hospice in facilitating a
positive and peaceful approach to
the transition and release from life
to the mysterious afterlife,” she said.
“I look forward to meeting the many
Hospice volunteers who, I know, are
looking for ways to help people with
this transition, and their families. I
really love this community, because
I see people helping each other and
there is so much love in both giving
and receiving.”
Gina lived in Nelson for 11 years,
then moved to North Vancouver,
where she worked as a bus driver,
marine attendant and Seabus relief
coordinator, the last three years in
an administrative capacity. This
background means she is qualified
to drive the Pavilion bus. She is a
certified teacher of the Alexander
Technique, which teaches awareness
in movement for more freedom and
mobility. After retiring from Seabus,
she volunteered for a year in Costa
Rica at a healing centre. There, she
learned a technique that helps people
become aware of their core beliefs,
and how to question, accept and/or
change them.
“I like working hard, seeing
projects transform, learning new
things, biking, hiking, kayaking,
being of service and being at peace.
It’s a good life,” she says.
Long-time board member
Gabriel Sosienski says he is very
pleased with the new hiring. “Gina
is enthusiastic about being the
new hospice administrator and the
board members are excited to have
found such a caring and personable
coordinator.”

Fish tank

At a meeting of the Resident
Family Council, a Pavilion resident
suggested that a fish tank would
make life more pleasant at the
long-term care facility. So Hospice
purchased a gently used one that was
found by a Pavilion staff member
online. It’s been set up by some of
the staff and the residents are thrilled.
“It’s wonderful to see residents,
staff and volunteers working together
to improve life at the Pavilion,” says
Cathy Bazay, Hospice vice-chair and
chair of the Resident Family Council.
“This is an example of the positive
work Hospice can provide to the
community.”
The Resident Family Council
meets monthly and consists of IH
member Stephanie Powers, Pavilion
RN Nyree Caton, residents and
their families, as well as Hospice
board members. The meetings help
provide families with support and
information and create an opportunity
for communication with the care

facility to improve quality of care.
Residents and families frequently
come up with ideas and suggestions
that would enhance their lives.
“Our next project will be to

update a small, unused room and
create a media room, providing
a quiet place where family and
residents can gather to listen to
music or watch a movie together,”

Bazay said.
Everyone is invited to become
a New Denver Hospice Society
member. The annual membership fee
is $10 and can be paid by cheque to
PO Box 217, New Denver, BC V0G
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1S0, or in person at the New Denver
Friday Market. To find out more or
to become a volunteer, phone 250358-7828, write to PO Box 217,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0, or email
admin@newdenverhospice.ca.

G.B. “Peter”
Gunn

Jan 01, 1942 - Aug 3, 2022

Pavilion resident Joe Newman is thrilled with the aquarium Hospice bought after he suggested
it would be a great addition to the facility.

Janet Pearce nee Gardner
October 6, 1919 ~
July 5, 2022

Janet Pearce age 102 passed away
peacefully on July 5, 2022 at Minto House
in Nakusp, BC.
She was born on October 6, 1919
in Virden, Manitoba to John and Harriet
Gardner. Janet outlived all twelve of her
siblings.
Janet took on Practical Nursing as
a career in Castlegar, and retired in New
Denver in 1979.

Janet met and married Fred Pearce, they both loved gardening, golf and traveling
until Fred’s passing in 1990.
She is survived by her son Douglas (Penny) Brownlie, Margaret (John)
Allan, predeceased by her daughter Barbara (Ed) Martel in 2009. Janet also has 5
Grandchildren, 7 Great Grandchildren who sadly miss her.
Janet’s last decade was spent at Halcyon House where games, puzzles and
companionship was always the highlight of her day.
Janet’s final wishes were for no service, please feel free to contribute to Halcyon
House in lieu of flowers, the families thank you.

Peter succumbed to his long
battle with Parkinson’s surrounded
by family on Wed Aug 3rd.
Predeceased by his parents, his
sisters Rosemarie and Emily, his
loving wife Carol (2017) and his
Son-In-Law Jerry (2021)
He is survived by his Son Kevin (Linda), Daughter Christine, Grand
children Kayla (Daniel) Morgan (Kim) and great grandson Beckett.
Born in Ottawa, he spent his first three years living in Winnipeg before
moving to Nakusp. He began working in the forest industry and worked
for BC Forest Service there, as well as in Beaverdell and Nelson. It was
in Nelson that he began his career with Sun Life. Peter and Carol moved
to Penticton in 1979 and lived there until retiring and returning to Nakusp
in 2010.
Peter valued his community and was involved in many organizations
including Rotary and the Shriners. A proud Freemason, he served as master
of both Orion Lodge in Penticton and Star of the West Lodge in Nakusp.
He also served as DDGM for the boundary District in 2010/11.
A service will be held in Peter’s Memory at 1:30 pm on Saturday Sept
10th at the Nakusp Seniors Centre 210- 8th Ave. Nakusp

“Wilfrid”
Joseph E.
Valliere

June 28, 1929 –
August 17, 2022

It is with mixed emotions that
we announce the passing of Joseph
Wilfrid Valliere at Drayton Valley
Hospital and Care Centre on the
evening of Wednesday, August
17, 2022 at the age of 93 years.
As he drew his last breath, he was
comforted by the loving warmth of
his son, Andrew.
Wilf was born in Edam, Saskatchewan to parents, Romauld and
Maryann Valliere, joining his sister, Rosaline and brother, Ron. Wilf
completed their little family. In time, he would make his way to British
Columbia in search of more abundant opportunities. He found himself
mining in the hills of Kaslo and Sandon, then would seek employment
at Slocan Forest Products where he worked for 27 years. Slocan, British
Columbia became home. It was in Slocan that he met Gail Miller and
on July 4, 1969 they were married. In 1978 they welcomed their one and
only child, Andrew. For many years, Wilf cared for his mother and once
retired, Wilf dedicated his life to caring for his wife and son. Together,
many beautiful memories were made.
Wilf will forever be lovingly remembered by his son, Andrew;
daughter-in-law, Joelle; grandchildren, Taylor, Dion and Dania; sister,
Rosaline, as well as by numerous nieces, nephews, many extended family
and life-long friends. His kind and gentle nature will be greatly missed.
Wilf is predeceased by his wife, Gail; brother, Ron and his parents,
Romauld and Maryann.
We would like to extend our greatest gratitude to the entire staff at
Points West Living for loving “Poppa” during his stay and ensuring his
every need was met; Dr. Joel Giddey for his gentle care over the last few
years, Cindy Young for guiding us through some difficult decisions and to
Nurse Maddy at Drayton Valley Hospital and Care Centre for her beautiful
compassion. We are grateful to have been surrounded by so many loving
people.
Funeral Liturgy will be celebrated at the Royal Canadian Legion
Branch #276, 502 Harold Street, Slocan, British Columbia on Saturday,
September 17, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. with Celebrant, Father Maurice Okolie.
Interment will follow at Slocan Cemetery, where Wilf will join the love of
his life, Gail. Their love story continues…
Condolences may be sent to www.affinityfuneralservice.ca
Arrangements in care of Joelle Valliere at:
Affinity Funeral Service
5001 – 45 Avenue, Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1L1, 780.542.3338
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Winlaw fire and ambulance services celebrate 40 years

PHOTO CREDIT JUNIPER MILLER

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Local politicians, current and

former volunteers and hundreds of
local people turned out to celebrate
40 years of service by the Winlaw

Fire Department and Ambulance
Service on Saturday, August 27.
With free food (200
cheeseburgers, lots of hotdogs and
cake were consumed), live music,
and all the cool firefighting and
ambulance equipment on display,
including a new fire truck, a great
time was had by all.
“It was a super-fun event,” said
Anneke Fidler, the unit head for BC
Ambulance in Winlaw. “We had
a little table set up for kids with

some watercolour paints, and they
got to put their handprints on the
[community paramedic] car.”
Area H Director Walter Popoff,
federal Member of Parliament
Richard Cannings and provincial
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Katrine Conroy all spoke in
appreciation of the hardworking
crews.
Fidler says being able to thank
past volunteers for their efforts was
a touching moment.
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“It was really great to see them
come out,” she said. “Sometimes
it can be difficult to deal with the
stress that happens with this work.
It was nice to see them come out
with smiles on their faces and feeling
like the community appreciates
them. We tried to make the point
that this marks 40 years of service,
and these people are part of that, and
we appreciate what they did for the
years they did so we can be here to
keep it going.”

Stanley Austin
Usher
April 13, 1951 August 21, 2022

Stanley Austin Usher of Slocan
City, British Columbia passed away
on the evening of Sunday August
21st, 2022, at home, surrounded by
his family.
Born in Edson, Alberta on April
13th, 1951, Stan was not a mountain
of a man but an entire UNIVERSE of a man, full stop.
Stan, among other things, was erstwhile: a miner, owned a pasta
company, ran a silk-screen business, an art store, a tailoring outfit, and a
drywall business. Stan spent some time (when he was doing time) as a baker
and sod farmer. He dabbled in imports and exports and, at one time, was
a proud owner/partner of a logging company and its associated tugboat,
the Signal IV and the Sointula Queen, a 90-foot former ferry that he and
his partners converted into a floating crew camp.
Stan was a benevolent outlaw and renegade, a smuggler’s smuggler, a
grower, and a mover; a real-life Robin Hood that far outshined the legend.
Stan was a timeless man, both in spirit and substance, one of the last of a
dying breed, with a razor-sharp wit that continued to bring everyone around
him to stitches, even to the end. Stan was a badass to the very core but also
boundless in generosity and tenderness of heart.
Stan touched countless lives, the lives of those he knew, and of those
he did not know he knew. To say he was one of a kind would be a sorry
understatement. To say that he marched to the beat of his own drum would
be a false statement. Stanley Austin Usher chose to march or not march,
and in fact, do whatever the f*** he felt like doing, drums be damned.
He is survived by many whom he considered family but most
immediately: Jesse James Usher (Nadia Marie Usher) of Suncrest, and
their sons, Aidan and Tristan, Rena Maureen Miller of Slocan, Shanti Estra
Miller of Aldergrove, Willow Dielle Grace Miller of Slocan, Gabrielle
Sunshine Miller (Alexander Cendese) of Slocan and Vancouver and
their son, Mthobisi, and Juniper Naam Obadiah Miller of Slocan, and his
daughters Tasman, Soma and Aoroa.
In lieu of flowers, please buy something or do something for a friend,
partner, loved one, a person in need, charity, or whoever you want (basically
whatever you want) but make it kind and meaningful. While you are doing
whatever that is, think of Stanley. Please, after you do that, try to do nice
things for other people as often as you can, as generously as you can, for
the rest of your life because that’s what Stanley spent his entire life doing.
Whenever you have a problem you need to be solved, just ask
yourself, What Would Stan Do? The answer will come to you.
Stan will be sorely, sorely missed.

MP Richard Cannings, MLA Katrine Conroy and Area H Director Walter Popoff at the 40th anniversary event of the Winlaw fire and ambulance
services.
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Slocan Valley Co-op acquires gas stations in Nelson, Trail
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The head of the Slocan Valley
Co-op says these are exciting times
for the gas station/convenience store.
The co-op has purchased two other
gas stations in the area.
“It’s been a long time coming,
but it was always a ‘hurry-upand-wait’ situation,” says General
Manager Chris Sapriken. “Now it’s a
matter of getting us set up for success
from day one.”
The Slocan Valley Cooperative
Association announced in August
it had purchased two Husky gas
station/convenience stores in Nelson
and Trail.
The $4.3 million acquisition is
part of a much larger purchase by
the Federated Co-operatives Limited
group, the overarching organization
the co-op belongs to. That deal saw
FCL purchase 171 Husky stations
from Cenovus Energy Inc. last year.
The deal includes a mix of gas bars,
on-site car washes and convenience
stores.
The Slocan Valley Co-op actually
purchased the stations from FCL, in
a deal that involved 23 other co-ops
buying stations in their regions.
Some local Husky sites – like the
station in Castlegar – will remain in
FCL’s hands.
Sapriken says the co-op saw
opportunity in acquiring the two
local city gas stations.
“We know those major centres
are ideal for us to be able to expand
our presence, and in that way, it gives
us other opportunities to expand,”
he says.
While the ownership transfer

happens on September 13, the
takeover will take more than a year
to complete, says Sapriken.
“It’s not a cookie cutter where
they drop the keys in your hand and
you start running them,” he says,
noting FCL is in charge of rolling
out the renovations and branding
changes to the gas stations.
“We’re just getting ourselves
prepared for what will end up
being operating them as they are,
as Huskys, based on their existing
contracts, until we get to a point next
year to be able to begin conversion,”
says Sapriken. “And it’s a conversion
schedule across the entire of Western
Canada.”
The deal also includes the co-op
acquiring the delivery contracts to
the independently owned Husky sites
in Creston and Kaslo. The overall
purchase will see fuel volumes
increase roughly 60%, he estimated.
Sapriken says the purchase is
good news for co-op members.
“Whatever helps strengthen the

Chris Sapriken, general manager of the
Slocan Valley Co-op.

bottom line ultimately means that
those profits go in that balance for
member benefits, that balance for
employees, and the community in
terms of our contributions every
year,” he says. “We just have to be
mindful there’s going to have to

be some investment needs, some
upgrades.”
Eventually co-op members will
be able to use their member numbers
at the Nelson retail station, once its
conversion to a co-op is complete.
He said they’re waiting to see if the
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Trail station will become a full co-op
station; otherwise, it will be branded
under the Tempo name.
The purchase has already
resulted in another hire at the co-op
– an office manager to take on the
new administrative load.
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Studio Connexion presents last show of the summer
submitted

Studio Connexion presents the

Proud to bring you the 14th season!

fine artworks of Quebec artist Chantal
Julien September 13-October 1. The

exhibit is called ‘Nature Simplified.’
“We’ve had Chantal’s works

AUG. 24 - SEPT. 10:
Ann EYNON
SEPT. 13 - OCT. 1:
Chantal JULIEN
Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm • More Info: 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

‘Meandering Creek’ by Chantal Julien. Her work shows at Studio Connexion September 13 - October 1.
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available at the gallery for more
than a year and are proud to present
‘Nature Simplified’ for our last
exhibition of the 2022 summer
series,” says gallerist Anne Beliveau.
The show comprises more than
20 landscapes. Chantal loves to paint
outdoors, usually with soluble oils.
Light often captures her attention and
sets the tone of the piece.
Chantal is a member of many
artists’ associations, including the
Federation of Canadian Artists and
Oil Painters of America. This year,
she was one of the judges for the
Parrsboro International Plein Air
Festival in Nova Scotia, where she
also gave a workshop.
There will be an opening
reception on Friday, September 16
from 5 to 7 pm. Although the artist
is unable to attend in person, visitors
will be available to chat with Chantal
via Facetime.
Gallery hours continue to be 11
am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday
until October 1. The Winter Group
Show will start on November 17.
For other times, appointments can
be arranged year-round by contacting
Anne Béliveau at 250-265-8888.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery is
located in beautiful Nakusp at 203
Fifth Avenue NW in the heart of
the village. It is only two-and-a-half
short blocks from Broadway Street.
Follow the sign.

Chantal Julien painting en plein air. Her work shows
at Studio Connexion September 13-October 1.
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Outdoor Blues Boogie a hit with patrons
highly danceable music of
Baker St. Blues and perennial
headliners Dr. Fun and the
Nightcrawlers with special
guest Helen Davis.
After two years without
a Winter Blues Boogie,
Katrina Sumrall and Danika
Hammond organized the first
outdoor venue in the event’s
history along with a volunteer
staff of about 30 people. The
concert was a fundraiser for
the Valhalla Fine Arts Society
to support local youth wishing

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
The evening of September
3 was an ideal way to wrap
up the Slocan Lake Arts
Council’s summer concert
series. Held on the lawn
at the Slocan Lake Arts
Centre (Silverton Gallery),
the warm early September
weather was perfect for the
300 patrons eager to dance
the night away. As an event
it was an unqualified success
– everyone loved the balmy
outdoor experience and the

to attend dance, theatre, music
or fine arts camps and courses.
“I felt a number of people
I really love are getting older
and they just needed an event
now,” says Sumrall. “I felt
February is so far away, let’s
just try it. I just threw it out as
possibility, not to replace that
event, but just to try it.”
Unfortunately, she didn’t
anticipate the higher costs
associated with putting on an
outdoor concert, so even with
selling out tickets, Sumrall
estimates it will be a breakeven event. A professional
crew was hired to put up the
stage, lighting and sound
equipment and port-a-potties
had to be rented, adding to the
expenses.
“I wasn’t really totally
prepared for all the expenses of
having it outside and they just

mounted up. I would love it if
I could say I made $1,000 but
I don’t know if I can. But it’s
okay. The amount of joy and
happiness and the gratitude
that people expressed was
worth it. Everybody was just
so appreciative.”
The MC’s joke that “most
of Silverton” were volunteers,
while not quite accurate,
would have been helpful if
it were true. Sumrall says she
“needed more volunteers than
we had” and that the hardestworking volunteers, her
daughter Danika and sound
technician Noel Fudge, put in
a 16-hour day to get the job
done. By Sunday noon, an
eight-person volunteer crew
had the site taken down and
cleaned up.
The Blues Boogie now
has a 30-year history, starting

Open 7 days a week
Admission is only $5, Children under 12 may enter for free!

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers were led as always by the great showmanship
(and costumes) of Dr. Fun.

Baker Street Blues got Blues Boogie patrons dancing at this year’s first
outdoor event at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre in Silverton.
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with the 50th birthday party
for founder Dick Callison.
The party was organized
by his wife Barb Yeomans,
complete with a live band.
That band was Dr. Fun and
the Nightcrawlers and they
went on to become the house
band for the event during the
next quarter century, along
with many other opening acts
and guest performers. For
many years, the boogie was an
important fundraiser for New
Denver’s preschool. Callison
and Yeomans retired from
organizing the event after its
25th anniversary and the torch
was passed to Sumrall, after
which the Valhalla School
of Fine Arts bursary fund
became the beneficiary.
Sumrall is quick to point

out that the couple was still
a “driving force” behind this
year’s Blues Boogie. Their
friendship with Dr. Fun helped
secure the popular band’s
return, though sadly without
‘Big John’ the saxophone
player, who recently died
of cancer. The band didn’t
disappoint – from the moment
they hit the stage with a
thundering version of Talking
Heads’ ‘Life During Wartime,’
it was impossible to stand still.
Sumrall says there are
still plans for a Winter Blues
Boogie in February, but is
looking at a different set of
bands with a broader appeal to
younger audiences. However,
the popularity of the outdoor
concert means that it too may
return next summer.
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Slocan History Series releases Farming in the Slocan booklet

Francene
(Bonnie) Faye
Evans

Dec 10, 1942 – Aug 20, 2022

Brilliant, talented and witty,
Bonnie Evans died of cancer on
August 20, 2022, at the Irene Thomas
Hospice in Delta, BC. Bonnie’s
children, Sandi, Pam and Philip, and
her daughter-in-law, Simone, were
at her side.
Born in North Dakota, USA,
Bonnie moved from her family
home in Grand Forks to Oakland,
California, in the early 1960s. There,
she started a family and became
involved in the American civil rights
movement. After her first marriage to
Jerome (Jerry) Swanigan, Jr., which
produced two daughters, she met her
(now former) husband, Corky Evans,
and the family moved to Canada. The
family welcomed a son while living
on Vancouver Island and eventually
settled in the Slocan Valley in the
southern BC interior. While there,
Bonnie spent over 20 years active in her community and her province.
This culminated in her position as Executive Director of the Nelson
Community Resources Society.
Bonnie spent much of her later life living in Calgary, working for
Big Brothers, Big Sisters and being an integral part of the lives of her
grandchildren, Sydney, Dawson and Maddie. From California to BC
to Alberta, Bonnie leaves behind a legacy of political activism, social
advocacy, education innovation, civic administration, volunteerism,
philanthropy and creativity far too large to be captured in this short
narrative.
Bonnie was grateful to all her doctors, nurses and specialists at
the BC Cancer Agency, her general practitioners and the incredibly
compassionate staff at Irene Thomas Hospice. Bonnie will be deeply
missed by family—including her brother Rod Thoms (Sandy and family),
son-in-law Matt Graves and his children Sara and Truman—and friends.
There will be no formal services, but small future gatherings will be
held in those places where she once lived and was loved. If inclined to
give in Bonnie’s memory, please consider donations to the Irene Thomas
Hospice through the Delta Hospital and Community Health Foundation.

expensive machinery. Norbert offers
prospective farmers useful tips and
discusses the critical importance of
healthy soils and combining animal
husbandry with crop cultivation.
“In a valley that can produce much
more food than it now does, the
opportunity seems at hand to develop
a robust, small-scale agriculture
fitted to this place.”
M i c k a n d R u t h Wi l s o n ,
proprietors of Earthly Pleasures
Organic Farm, supply New Denver’s
Friday Market with an abundance
of quality produce. Their Denver
Siding farm uses a combination of
cold frames, greenhouses, outdoor
beds and leased land at the Harris’s
Bosun Ranch.
Wilson notes many advantages
to supporting local agriculture.
“Against foods that are picked
long before they are ripe and
coaxed to look well when sold,
most of ours are picked and sold
the same day.” Further, “local,

organically grown produce does
not have the environmental harms
associated with large, chemicaldependent, industrial monocultures.”
And finally, it is “situated in local
community relationships, part of a
Slocan tradition of gardening, part
of a local economy, part of a web
of local personal relationships. This
food is not anonymous.”
Wilson, like 85% of Canadian
farmers, must work a second job
to make ends meet. “The question
for market gardeners in the Slocan,
actual or potential, is how far the
expansion of the local market will go
– how far eating habits will change.”
Abra Brynne is policy director
of the Central Kootenay Food Policy
Council and policy advisor for
FarmFolk CityFolk. Brynne tracks
the progress – or lack of it – in
federal and provincial government
policy regulating agriculture. She
notes that one-third of Canadian
farm families have been driven out

of farming in the last 30 years due
to spiralling costs and diminishing
returns. This has serious implications
for domestic food security. Adaptive
responses championed by Brynne
have included the establishment
of Kootenay & Boundary Farm
Advisors (KBFA), offering farmers
technical expertise and support, and
an RDCK-supported food security
plan. Despite the marginal capacity
for agriculture in the Slocan Valley,
Brynne envisions “a Slocan in
which people are in touch with
each other and the land, and work
out environmentally sustainable
economies.”
The Slocan History Series
booklets – all nine of them – are
available at retail outlets in New
Denver, Silverton, Kaslo, and
Nelson or can be ordered online
at slocanhistoryseries.ca. They
are designed to be a quick read,
averaging 40 pages, and cost just
$10 each.

PHOTO: COURTESY COLE HARRIS

Duerichen and regional agriculture
advocate Abra Brynne. Harris’s
grandfather, J.C. Harris, was one
of New Denver’s first orchardists,
hoping to develop a self-sufficient
lifestyle by farming. Unfortunately,
through a combination of a lack of
experience and pest infestation, his
dream faltered, and within a few
decades all of his Bosun Ranch trees
were taken down. The geography and
climate tended to work against any
large-scale commercial orchards,
especially when having to compete
with the more ideally situated
Okanagan Valley. Cole Harris
concludes that commercial-scale
orchards and farms in the Slocan
Valley are not viable as an industry,
but their role in local food security is
still important.
Duerichen’s family emigrated
from Austria after the Second World
War and were already practicing the
biodynamic gardening principles
advocated by Rudolf Steiner when
they homesteaded in BC’s Bulkley
Valley near Smithers. This was
decades before the term ‘organic’
was coined. Using biodynamic
methods, some of which are actually
quite ancient, the Duerichens were
able to avoid heavy inputs of
chemical fertilizers or investing in

Advertisement in Slocan Mining Record, 1908. Tinley reassures prospective buyers that he is not among the various scam artists selling raw
land as “orchard land” in the Slocan Valley.
PHOTO CREDIT: SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHIVES

submitted
Although not obviously farming
country, the Slocan has attracted
farmers for well over a century.
When farming began in the valley,
local markets were declining, and
distant ones almost impossible
to reach. Nor could the valley’s
small farms compete with far
larger, more mechanized farms
elsewhere. But times have changed.
The local market has expanded.
The ecological and social effects of
industrial monocultures are widely
criticized, the reliability of globalized
marketing doubted.
Chameleon Fire Editions has
just released booklet number nine in
the Slocan History Series, Farming
in the Slocan: Past and Present.
This booklet is timely given current
concerns with global food supply
and a widespread awareness that
chemical-intensive commercial
agriculture needs a return to its roots.
Farming in the Slocan assesses the
opportunities, past and present, for
farming in the Slocan.
Series author Cole Harris,
professor emeritus of historical
geography at UBC, shares writing
duties in this new booklet with
New Denver market gardener Mick
Wilson, biodynamic farmer Norbert

Trucking strawberries, Avis farm, probably in the 1930s.

Forecasters predict wildfire hazard to extend well into September
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A continuing run of hot, dry
weather was keeping firefighters
in the Southeast Fire Centre busier
than usual for this time of year, amid
warnings those conditions were
expected to last for weeks yet.
“We anticipate warm, dry weather
to continue well into the month,
which means continued vigilance,”
said Minister of Forests Katrine
Conroy at a September 1 news
conference updating the fire season.
“I want to stress the importance of
being prepared, planning ahead and
staying informed.”
The weather conditions have also
prompted regular air quality alerts
and warnings in the region, both from
local fires and from smoke blowing
up from across the US border.
While home gardeners were
thankful for conditions giving their
tomatoes more time to ripen, the
heatwave is also producing local
thunderstorms on a regular basis,
which in turned have sparked fires
across the southeast part of the
province.

And a forecaster said the trend
was likely to continue as forests in
the region continue to dry out.
“Above average temperatures
are likely across BC in September,
and return to normal temperatures
is not likely until October,” said
Neal McLoughlin, superintendent
of predictive services with the BC
Wildfire Service. “…The message
here is without rain, these buildup indices will continue to climb
in these parts of the province, so
there still is hazard in the southeast
corner and northeast corner of the
province.”
At press time Monday, about 60
fires were burning in the Southeast
Fire Centre, including 16 in the
Valley Voice readership area. Most
were caused by lightning, and
scattered in remote backcountry
or at high elevations. None were
threatening homes or structures at
this time.

Briggs Creek fire delisted

The largest fire by far in the
area continues to be Briggs Creek,
a 2,160+ hectare fire about 11

kilometres west of Kaslo. That fire,
which has been burning for about a
month, prompted an evacuation alert
for the community of South Fork
near Kaslo. That alert was finally
lifted on August 22. The Briggs
Creek fire was also de-listed as a ‘fire
of note’ that day, showing reduced
concern about its behaviour, though
it’s likely to burn at high elevations
well into the late fall. On September
2, an area restriction for travellers to
the backcountry in that region was
also cancelled.
While officials still advised
people to remain vigilant, there
are other signs the fire danger was
slowly easing. The SEFC lifted its
campfire ban on September 1, and
is now allowing fires smaller than a
half-metre in size.
In all, 1,355 fires have started
across British Columbia this season,
burning about 43,000 hectares of
forest. That’s much lower than the
20-year provincial average, and just
a fraction of the total burned last year.
The BC Wildfire Service says
93% of those fires are out, under
control or being held.
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WildSafeBC offers events this fall to reduce bear-human conflicts
submitted
With September historically
a month where human-bear
conflicts are at their highest,
WildSafeBC is planning events
and an awareness campaign to
promote ways we can live, work,
play and grow safely in wildlife
country.
BC Goes Wild is a series
of events held across the
province, including nature
walks, fruit presses, bear spray
demonstrations, wildlife art
exhibitions and more.
Arrow-Slocan Lakes
WildSafeBC Coordinator Cora
Skaien will be hosting BC Goes
Wild events throughout the
month. These include: a bear
spray workshop at Shon’s Bike
Shop in Nakusp on Saturday,

September 10 from 2 to 3:30
pm; an electric fencing for bears
workshop with Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions in Burton
on September 13 from 6:30
to 8:30 pm; an art excursion
with the New Denver daycare
and preschool children midSeptember; and display booths
at local Farmers Markets in New
Denver and Nakusp.
A second electric fencing
workshop may be organized
for the Winlaw region with the
Valhalla Wilderness Society Area
H Bear Smart Program. Stay
tuned for updates.
In the Kaslo region,
WildSafeBC Coordinator Lisa
Thomson will be hosting a booth
at the Kaslo Farmers’ Market on
September 10 from 9 am to 1

pm, and will be promoting the
colouring contest.
For more information on
events in the Arrow Slocan, visit
the Facebook page (WildSafeBC
Arrow-Slocan Lakes) or contact
Cora at arrowslocanlakes@
wildsafebc.com (formerly
newdenver@wildsafebc.com).
For more information on North
Kootenay Lake events, check out
event postings on the Facebook
page (WildSafeBC Kaslo) or
contact Lisa at kaslo@wildsafebc.
com.
WildSafeBC is also
conducting three ‘Community
Perceptions of Bears’ surveys
in Nakusp, New Denver and
Silverton about how people
perceive bears, and changes in
conflict or occurrence of bears

over time. The survey is open
until September 30. The link
to the survey is available on
the Facebook page or email
arrowslocanlakes@wildsafebc.
com for the link.
Another important reminder
this time of year for property
owners is to be proactive with
fruit management this fall by
picking up windfall, harvesting
fruits when ripe or shortly before,
and using electric fencing if
necessary.
In New Denver and Silverton,
Harvest Share has a few loaner
electric fences that can be set up
for free (residents must purchase
their own ground rod and provide
extension cord, but Harvest Share
has the fence, energizer, etc.), and
has a network of fruit-gleaning

volunteers available to provide
gleaning services for fruit. Please
request fruit gleaners a few days
in advance of when your fruits
are ripe and ready to be collected
so volunteers can be contacted
with sufficient notice and can
take home edible fruits. Harvest
Share will also be doing Windfall
Wednesdays again this September
– stay tuned for dates.
Contact Harvest Share at
ndharvestshare@gmail.com
for more information and to
request a loaner electric fence for
fruit trees, or for volunteer fruit
gleaners.
In Nakusp, contact the Root
and Branch Harvest group
for fruit gleaning possibilities
by contacting Linda via their
Facebook Page.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

NAKUSP & AREA

Key to a thriving local economy

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 8 pm daily until September 4, then back to 8 am-7 pm Bottle
returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. If you are self isolating or not wanting to
come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and have it delivered to you
or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@
newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Cornucopia

Raven’s Nest

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Open every day: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, 11a–3p • Our gazebo on
Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings please visit
RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: The latest in eco-fashion is now here from
Kelowna’s Brok Boys and Victoria’s Hemp & Company, as well as Abaka of Montreal
and Effort’s of Toronto. And our bookshelves are chock full of the best books from

BC & Canada and from around the world. • Thanks for shopping local – we hope
to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and Wage
Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie Merrifield (250)
358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service

Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sundays 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Kaslo Community Forest reduces wildfire risk in Kaslo, Schroeder Creek

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

the Schroeder Creek fuel reduction/
stand conversion project made a
substantial impact on the community,
explained Jeff Reyden, manager of
the community forest.
“Schroeder Creek, which is 15
kilometres north of Kaslo, is where
private landowners almost lost their
house because of a wildfire in 2012,”
said Reyden. “Most of the area had
over-dense, stagnant regen growth
and a lot of forest fuel on the ground
due to old high-grade logging.”
The forest had been logged in
the 1970s and had regrown primarily
with thick, immature hemlock. High
winds in recent years had blown
down many trees, making the forest
almost impassable on foot. In some
areas, dead trees were piled nearly
five feet tall.
Doug Drain and Helen Hird, the
landowners, watched as the wildfire
spread through the cedar stand on
the steep slope of their property
in 2012. While the wildfire was
stopped before reaching their home
through the efforts of the Kaslo Fire
Department and BC Wildfire Service
(BCWS), a delay in deployment or
a shift in the direction of the wind
could have had more devastating
impacts. Since the 2012 wildfire,
the site had become even more
dangerous and susceptible to a
potential wildfire.
Drain and Hird are very thankful
that KDCFS received funding for
the Schroeder Creek fire mitigation
work.
“The work has had a major effect
on our lives, especially our peace of
mind,” said Drain. “Over the years
we have lived here, we have feared
what might happen with a tossed
cigarette butt along the highway
below us every summer, especially
on long weekends. Fire mitigation
does not mean fireproof, but at least
now, with preparation, we have a
fighting chance or at least a safe
means of orderly retreat.”

Drain noted that the project
has also enhanced wildlife habitat.
“Opening up the forest has made a
huge difference to the wildlife that
lives here. Spring now brings a huge
crop of sweet clover just about when
the bears wake up. This year we had
seven bears and two cubs contentedly
grazing on clover for a few weeks.
We have deer and elk that were never
here before as there was nothing to
eat,” adding that most creatures seem
to be thriving post-treatment.
The work also brought
employment opportunities to local
contractors. Shane McKinnon,
owner-operator of Timber Ridge
Contracting Ltd., pointed out that
the work KDCFS was doing meant
a steady stream of work for his
company that allowed him to add
two full-time employees, as well as
hire local logging truck operators. He
believes the work done by KDCFS

was important for the community.
Minister of Forests, Katrine
Conroy, understands the importance
of this proactive work and is pleased
to see the efforts put forth by the
KDCFS in collaboration with so
many community members.
“We have a shared responsibility
to help build communities that are
resilient to the impact of wildfire
and climate change,” said Katrine
Conroy, Minister of Forests. “That’s
why we invested an additional $25
million through FESBC this year so
that local governments, Indigenous
communities, and rural communities
can deliver projects that lower the
risk of wildfires and the damage
they can cause. The proactive work
they are undertaking is alongside
historic investments in Budget
2022 to transform the BC Wildfire
Service into a year-round service.
Our shared efforts will ensure a

safer and more resilient future for all
British Columbians.”
KDCFS has received three more
FESBC grants in this latest round
of funding. An $89,980 grant will
allow for treatment of a stand close
to Kaslo; a $98,150 grant will fund
manual thinning and pruning in a
well-used recreation area close to
Kaslo; and a $41,520 grant will fund
some planning for an area that’s been
identified as a fuel break.
“Kaslo residents have lived
with fire for over a hundred years,
with old pictures of Kaslo from the
turn of the century showing barren,
treeless hillsides as they had all been
burned,” added Reyden. “Having
access to fight a forest fire is crucial,
as well as a coordinated effort
between stakeholders to effectively
fight the fire. The funding from
FESBC has been essential in getting
started on these efforts.”

PHOTO CREDIT: KDCFS

submitted
When the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society (KDCFS)
first applied for funding from the
Forest Enhancement Society of BC
(FESBC), they knew of the longterm benefits their projects would
bring, but little did they imagine
the many additional and immediate
benefits the funding would allow for.
FESBC funding of almost
$185,000 went toward three
KDCFS projects: a Landscape Level
Wildfire Protection Plan, a project in
Schroeder Creek to reduce forest fuel
and convert a stand from hemlock
to Douglas fir and larch (more fireand climate change-resistant tree
species), and the Buchanan East
Access hand treatment project to
reduce a build-up of forest fibre in
the area.
Through the Landscape Level
Wildfire Protection Plan (LLWP),
new roads were identified to provide
access for firefighters in the event of
an emergency as well as to facilitate
fuel reduction projects. Building
these roads helped guide forest
operations for almost three years.
Through the Schroeder Creek
project, KDCFS helped reduce the
risk of wildfire not only for the
community of Kaslo but for the
property of a private landowner and
the community of Schroeder Creek.
In the Buchanan project,
recreation values were further
increased.
Of the three projects that KDCFS
undertook with FESBC funding,

Schroeder Creek, post treatment.

SIFCo receives $500,000 for wildfire protection

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

Senior’s
Tour back again!
2 hours for the price of 1 • Includes a free guide
Book in advance by Sunday

Mondays from 11-12 and ride with us until 1

Front St., Kaslo • 250-300-7923 • kaslo@ekruise.com

submitted
The co-op that manages the
Slocan Valley community forest just
got a big infusion of cash to continue
its wildfire protection and climate
change adaptation work.
SIFCo has received a $500,000
grant from the Forest Enhancement
Society of BC.
“Support through this grant from
the Forest Enhancement Society of
BC is of utmost importance for the
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
to meet our goals of implementing
wildfire reduction work,” said
Stephan Martineau, manager and
founding director, Slocan Integral
Forestry Cooperative. “We are
committed to this work and have
invested our own funds, but this
solid support from FESBC makes
all the difference. The ongoing
support from FESBC and the Selkirk
Resource District is vital and a
team effort showing how a region
can approach - at a landscape level

- climate change adaptation and
wildfire preparedness.”
When SIFCo prepared a Slocan
Valley Strategic Landscape Level
Wildfire Protection Plan in 2017, it
was the first of its kind in BC. The coop has worked steadily to implement
the plan, and has been carrying out
fuel management treatments on and
adjacent to the community forest
tenure since 2009.
The current FESBC funding will
allow SIFCo to continue treating
areas identified as high priority in
the wildfire protection plan.
“Since SIFCo began its mission
to make our community safer by
investing in wildland-urban interface
management, over $4.5 million
has been invested and close to 935
hectares of land have been treated in
the Slocan Valley. We hope to expand
and carry on this work in the years
to come,” the SIFCo website says.
This latest round of funding from
FESBC is thanks to a provincial

investment of $25 million, and is
funding 22 new community projects
in the province. This includes
work to reduce wildfire risk, while
enhancing wildlife habitat, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from slash
pile burning, and supporting forest
recreation and ecological resiliency.
“FESBC is thrilled that
communities will be able to
continue this important work to
reduce their wildfire risk to better
protect their residents and important
infrastructure,” said Steve Kozuki,
executive director, FESBC. “These
newly funded projects take a
proactive approach to reduce the
risks of wildfire and many will also
improve wildlife habitat, increase
the health of forests so they are
more resilient to climate change,
and use the leftover wood waste
to make green energy. Achieving
multiple objectives is good forest
management and good value for
money.”
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Sapphire Perry named Rosebery Regatta 2022 Commodore
by Jan McMurray
High winds and choppy waters at
this year’s Rosebery Regatta made for
rough sailing, and caused many of the
boats to capsize.
Even Judy Maltz’s ‘Blue Note
2,’ usually a strong competitor at the

annual event, did not stand up well to
the heavy gales this year.
Jacob Butt’s ‘Crytonic,’ “created
from the tears of past failed regatta
boats,” he said, was one that consistently
capsized. Although it sailed rather well
on its side, Jacob finally managed

to find the perfect rock to right the
vessel, and it came in second place in
the last heat.
Dick Callison’s ‘Old Crusty,’ made
of a cardboard box, took on more and
more water as the races progressed and
won the award for touching shore last

in every heat.
The three boats that rose to the top
as the speediest and most seaworthy
were Sapphire Perry’s ‘Adventure
Bird,’ Juna Jane’s ‘Sunshine Raft,’
and Jasmin Schuff’s ‘World Explorer.’
These exceptionally well-made vessels
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consistently finished in the top four,
with Sapphire’s ‘Adventure Bird’
placing first in three of the four races.
Sapphire was named Commodore,
and graciously accepted the trophy and
regalia from last year’s commodore,
Aurora Rice.

The three boats that rose to the top as the speediest and most seaworthy were Juna Jane’s ‘Sunshine Raft,’ Sapphire Perry’s ‘Adventure Bird,’
and Jasmin Schuff’s ‘World Explorer.’

Sapphire Perry will be commodore at the Rosebery Regatta 2023 following the impressive
performance of her vessel, ‘Adventure Bird’ in last weekend’s event.

Dick Callison’s ‘Old Crusty’ won the award for touching shore last in every heat.

Cordwood building workshops in Crawford Bay
submitted
A series of workshops will
be held in Crawford Bay this
fall to teach a simple, cheap and
environmentally friendly method of
building construction.
Cordwood masonry building,
also known as stack wall, sees
pieces of cedar set into place with
a special mortar mixture. Creating
16-inch walls, the mass keeps the
house cool in the summer and toasty
in the winter. Saunas, small sheds
and buildings can be built with

cordwood.
“Cordwood homes are attractive
for their visual appeal, maximization
of interior space (with a rounded
plan), economy of resources, and
ease of construction,” notes a
Wikipedia article on the building
method. “Wood usually accounts for
about 40-60% of the wall system, the
remaining portion consisting of a
mortar mix and insulating fill.”
Robert Agnew of Crawford Bay
Commons is offering lessons on how
to build using this low-cost building

method in a series of workshops this
fall. Robert was trained, began the
large garden house on the commons
several years ago and will share his
experience and the techniques he
has gained.
“We hope some workshop
participants will love mudding and
pointing so much they will want to
practice and help us complete the
north wall and the stage surround of
the large community house,” says
a release from the Crawford Bay
Commons.

The cost for the workshop is
$50 and people are asked to register
early as space is limited. A simple
vegetarian lunch is included. Those
who end up putting in some hours
after the workshop can get up to $30
of the fee returned.
To r e g i s t e r, e m a i l
eslearningplace@gmail.com or call/
text Laverne at 250-551-6020.

FOREVER HOME NEEDED
FOR MATURE LOVING CAT!

Smokey Creek Salvage

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Pal is 12 years old and is a shy, healthy boy. Pal is an insideonly cat and he’ll do best in a quiet home when he knows he’s
safe and loved, preferably where there aren’t any young kids
or other pets. He loves to play with his toys or hop up on your
lap to watch TV! Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 if you can
give PAL a safe, loving FOREVER HOME.

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Arrow Slocan Tourism
Annual General Meeting
Arrow Slocan Tourism invites all members
and interested parties to our AGM held on:
September 28, 2022
6 pm
The AGM will be held online via Zoom. To access
the login details

A series of workshops on cordwood masonry building is happening in Crawford Bay this fall.

email: info@arrowslocan.com or call: (250) 265-7144

KASLO & AREA
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Kaslo council, August 23: Community plan ready for public review
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Village’s major planning
process – the Official Community
Plan – is in the approval stages.
Council gave first reading of
the OCP bylaw, which sets out
land use and community planning
for the next decade or so.
First reading allows the
document to be forwarded to other
levels of government for review
or comment, including the RDCK
and Ktunaxa Nation.
“Giving first reading brings
it out into the open as a public
document,” explained Chief
Administrative Officer Ian
Dunlop.
Council was told first reading
is just the formal beginning of the
approval process. Second reading
was scheduled for September 6.
The public hearing will likely
be held September 26, and final
approval should be given at the
September 27 council meeting.
“The OCP, as a long-range
plan, puts the Village and future
Council on a path that requires
commitment to further planning
studies, such as the Kaslo South
area and waterfront planning, and
expansion and improvement of

Since
Since1986
1986

Our summer sale continues,
and lots of new fall items
in-store.
Open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

services, such as sewer expansion
and other infrastructure,” says a
staff report. “The OCP does not
bind the Village to spend money
it does not have, but supports the
Village’s future applications for
related grants and helps guide
future budgetary and financial plan
decisions.”
Council also moved at the
meeting to send letters of thanks
to the community committee that
helped develop the new bylaw.

Correction

In our Kaslo council coverage
in the Valley Voice of August 25,
we said Kaslo’s OCP suggested
the Village could consider the
purchase of potential industrial
lands on the outskirts of town.
The line should have read the
Village could consider expanding
its boundary to the south to include
potential industrial lands.

Long-term care beds

The MLA representing Kaslo
and area says she’s talking to
the Ministry of Health and
Interior Health about the need for
more long-term care beds in the
community. Nelson-Creston MLA
Brittny Anderson’s constituency
assistant, Sarah Wasilenkoff,
was responding to a letter from
the Village indicating that the
latest census showed there was
a growing need for more beds in
the north Kootenay Lake area (see
‘Stats show Kaslo deserves more
long-term care beds,’ Valley Voice,
August 11, 2022, page 8).
In the letter, council asked a
number of questions about how
they could get action on their
demand for more residential care
in the community.
Wasilenkoff wrote that the
MLA and her constituency office
is working on the issue. She also
shared some statistics recently
received from Interior Health on
the number of long-term care beds
in communities around the region,
“… but Kaslo was included in
Nelson’s stats, so it may not be that
useful to you,” she said.
Those stats showed that while
Trail has 97 beds per 1,000 people
over the age of 75, and Castlegar
74 beds per 1,000, Nelson (which
includes Kaslo) has 64 per 1,000.
One councillor said he was
very upset to see Kaslo lumped in
with the larger centre.
“We are the Village of Kaslo;
we are not associated with Nelson.
Is that why we don’t get any help

E-Bike Sales
Extravaganza
Come get your
best deal yet on an
electric bicycle
North Kootenay
BikeShop
— Sales & Service —
Front Street, Kaslo
250-300-7923

with our residential care, because
they give it to Nelson and they
think ‘that’s ok, they can get help
there?’” asked Henry Van Mill.
“We are in the boonies here, and
there are communities we serve. I
think we need to address this, that
[the statistics] should not be done
like this.”
Mayor Suzan Hewat said
while the statistics situation was
unacceptable, it was a side point
to the issue, and the MLA’s letter
wasn’t the place to raise the
concern.
“MLA Anderson will reach
out, and we’ll probably have her
come and meet with the Health
Select Committee,” she responded.
Van Mill asked that the issue
be included for debate in a future
council meeting.

to its Temporary Licence of
Occupation, which expires in
September 2022. They’ll use the
land for equipment storage and
to do some firewood processing.
They’ll pay $520 for the first year
of the TLO, which will increase by
$10 each following year.

Procedures bylaw

The Village will extend the
lease for some land up at the
aerodrome for the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society to use
for its operations. The society has
requested a five-year extension

Some of the rules governing
how council is run are going to
change. Council gave first two
readings to a new procedures
bylaw setting out the changes.
The bylaw establishes how,
when, and where councillors
meet and the style of agendas
they follow. It sets out rules for
delegations, public notifications
and question period.
The new bylaw adopts to
the digital age as well, allowing
meetings to be held virtually, if
certain protocols are followed –
like ensuring at least the chair and
a staffperson is present in person
at virtual meetings, and the public
has access to those meetings.
And the refreshed bylaw cleans
up some problems – like making

by Jan McMurray
The harvesting currently
underway on the Argenta-Johnsons
Landing Face should be completed
by the end of September, reports
Bill Kestell, woodlands manager for
Cooper Creek Cedar.
This logging operation was
blocked by a group of protesters from
late April until May 17, when most
of them were arrested by members of
the Community-Industry Response
Group of the RCMP.
Kestell said he didn’t know the
financial cost of the protest to the
company, “but there is a huge cost
I believe to everyone involved –
CCC staff and contractors, and the
community – and it’s ongoing. You
don’t go through that without some
scars.”
After the protest, CCC installed
a gate at the base of Salisbury Creek
Road, barring access to the hiking
trail up Mt. Willet. Kestell says the
gate will be removed or opened as
soon as the harvesting is finished.
Meanwhile, the company is
working on an information package
for the second and final operation
on the Argenta-Johnsons Landing
Face – the Bulmer Creek to Argenta
Creek unit or CP 416 – and says it
will provide the community with the
info package soon.
“We have a proposed plan for
Bulmer, and we have submitted it
to the Southeast Fire Centre, and
they’ve agreed that the plan fits in
to what they deem reasonable for

a fire mitigation project – and the
community has agreed in principle
to have fire mitigation done on the
blocks post-harvest,” Kestell said.
He explained that the
government’s Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program would be
separate from the logging operation.
As the logging company completes
its road building and harvesting,
the government’s Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program contractor
follows and does fuel reduction on
the logged blocks, as well as on any
areas outside the cutblocks in the
logging company’s tenure area that
are deemed to require fuel reduction.
“So for example on the Bulmer
Face unit, there are three or four
areas that are upwards of three to five
hectares with dead and dying trees,
so they’d come in and clean it up,”
Kestell explained.
He said CCC’s road building and
harvesting in CP 416 plus the fuel
reduction work would essentially
create a fuel break from the Johnsons
Landing road up to Argenta Creek.
An August 15 notice to the
community says the new unit is
entirely within a ‘Retention Visual
Quality Objective,’ and the info
package will include a ‘visual impact
assessment simulation,’ which
assisted in developing the proposed
cutblocks for tree retention and in
designing the road network.
The proposal for cutting permit
416 for the Bulmer to Argenta
unit has not yet been submitted to

Community forest stays
put

the start time for meetings 6 pm.
It’s what council’s been doing for
years, but the current bylaw says
meetings are to start at 7 pm.
One of the biggest changes
is that people will have to get
any petitions or requests for the
next council meeting to staff a
day earlier. The bylaw makes the
council meeting agenda deadline
Tuesday instead of Wednesday.
“Right now, if something
comes in at the end of the day
Wednesday, that gives us Thursday
as the only day to prepare
everything and get something out
to council for Friday morning,”
said Corporate Officer Catherine
Allaway. “It’s really tight and I
think we have been managing it
pretty well, but we notice some
items might benefit from public
works or the fire chief or some
other person weighing in… by
adding the extra day it will give us
time to gather the information… in
a timely way.”
Council approved first two
readings. A public hearing will be
held before final approval.

Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging update

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

government, Kestell confirmed.
Sunshine Logging is the
contractor for the five blocks in the
unit currently being logged on the
AJL Face – the Salisbury Creek
to Bulmer Creek unit or CP 405.
The government didn’t see the
Salisbury unit as an opportunity
for the Wildfire Risk Reduction
Program, but Kestell says wildfire
mitigation was a big part of the
discussion with the community. He
said two of the blocks were logged
with wildfire mitigation in mind. A
third block was logged with wildfire
mitigation in mind for part of it, with
the remainder clearcut due to forest
health concerns. Part of another
block was deferred because it is in an
old-growth priority polygon, while
the rest of that block was logged
conventionally with some retention.
The last block is being harvested
under a caribou management plan,
“with lots of leave trees,” Kestell
said.
The operation did not involve
much road building, as the existing
Salisbury road system provided
access to the entire Salisbury to
Bulmer unit. CCC now holds a road
permit for the Salisbury road and is
responsible for its maintenance.
Kestell indicated that the postharvest work is being considered
now. He said the two blocks plus
the partial block that were done with
wildfire mitigation in mind will not
need to be planted, as they meet the
‘wildland-urban interface stocking
standards.’ This means there are
enough trees left behind that it is
best not to plant more, to avoid the
fire hazard of dense conifer stands.
‘Site prep’ – reducing the slash
on the ground – will be done with
guidance from the Southeast Fire
Centre, Kestell said. The options are
to do a light burn, or to create small
slash piles to either burn or to leave
for wildlife habitat.
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Rosebery-Summit Lake Trail closures to protect western toads
submitted
The group that manages the
Rosebery-Summit Lake Trail are
planning temporary closures and
restrictions on the trail to protect
migrating baby western toads. “Hikers
and bikers can expect some delays and
closures in September on the RoseberySummit Lake Rail Trail, and users of
the moto-bypass route will experience
a temporary closure as well,” says a

release from the Rosebery-BonanzaSummit Trail Alliance. “Trail closures
will commence in early September and
will continue well into the month.”
The decision, made in collaboration
with provincial biologists, will see
temporary trail closures on both routes to
protect migrating western toadlets. Gates
in the Summit Lake area will be closed
and signage placed to explain why.
Toadlet migration is variable and

weather-dependent, and it can be tough to
predict which two weeks will maximize
benefits for the toads, the release says.
Provincial staff monitoring the migration
report that, so far this year, there has been
a slow trickle of toadlets as opposed
to the more explosive migrations that
can occur. As well, trail work in late
September will disrupt rail trail use from
Rosebery to Summit Lake as rocks and
bollards are installed in various locations.

The complete Rosebery to Summit
Lake Trail Network north of New
Denver accommodates non-motorized
and motorized trail use on separate
trails. The rail trail is managed through
an agreement with Rec Sites and Trails
BC by the Rosebery-Bonanza-Summit
Trail Alliance. The Slocan Lake ATV
Club and the Arrow Lakes ATV Club
have a similar agreement to manage the
moto-bypass.
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Since its authorization in November
2021, considerable work has been
completed on the rail trail including the
installation of gates, kiosks and signage,
trail improvements at Summit Lake, and
the development of a beaver wetland
bypass midway between Hills and
Summit Lake. General information and
the current trail network management
plan can be found at the RoseberyBonanza-Summit Trail Alliance website.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours,
Dan & Jan.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
7 REASONS TO END MASK
MANDATES for Good: A Guide for
Parents, Teachers, and All People: There
are concerns that mask requirements and/
or travel mask mandates will be reinstated
this fall and winter despite evidence that
they don’t work and are harmful. The
World Council for Health has prepared
a guide for parents, teachers, medical
professionals, and all people. It addresses
some common questions, gives guidance
and encouragement to those wishing
to advocate for themselves and their
dependents, and outlines seven solid reasons
to end mask mandates for good. https://
tinyurl.com/2njn2uj6

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for
details

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

COMING EVENTS

ART SHOW! New Local Landscape
Paintings & Posters by Pam Liske-Sims
at Mama Sita’s Cafe in Winlaw, until
September 30.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Open Thurs - Sun

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad could
be here for only
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 +
A.M.GST
- 2 P.M.
$12.00

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open Every Day!
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up are
welcome. Admission is by donation. Bring a
water bottle and a snack to share at the break.
Current COVID protocols will apply.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am
to 1:30pm. This gem of a market offers a
bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY welcomes you to our AGM.
August 25, 2022 at 5 pm, Lucerne
Elementary Secondary School Garden
Gazebo. New Members Welcome!

AGRICULTURE

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING R.A.R.T.S., parent org. of the Vallican
Whole Community Centre, announces our
2022 AGM, Sunday, September 18, at the
Vallican Whole, 3762 Little Slocan S. Rd.
3 pm: Firesmart Presentation. 4 pm: AGM
Business. Following the AGM, RARTS
will treat members to dinner at the Whole.
New BOD members needed! Join the
Whole Community! More info, or become
a member at ww.vallicanwhole.com
HANDS ON WORKSHOPS on Saturday,
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September 10, 24 and October 8 from
11 am to 3 pm. $50/ workshop, Lunch
included, work exchange possible. For more
information: call 250-551-6020 or email
eslearningplace@gmail.com
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL is
happy to be hosting Emma Rush, Halifaxbased classical guitarist, to delight music
lovers on Thursday, September 29 at 7:30
pm at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre in
Silverton. $20 at the door.
YOU’RE INVITED! Slocan Valley
Housing Society 2022 AGM. Hear the
latest! 11 am Saturday, September 10.
Outside, Passmore Lodge, 3650 Passmore
Old Road.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
- Saturday, September 24, 6:30 pm sharp.
$30 Buy-in. At the Slocan Valley Legion
502 Harold St. Slocan. Reserve tickets at
276svl@gmail.com or 250-355-2672 or at
the Legion on Fridays 6-9 pm or Sundays
5-9 pm. Tickets may not be available at
the door. The Legion welcomes members
& guests.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your friendly
neighbourhood
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad MUSIC LESSONS
could be
Your ad
here for
could be
only $20.00
here for
+ GST
only $20.00 Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Only $5-$50
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in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
SMALL 2 BDR Wood/Electric house
for rent September 15. Fully furnished.
10-minute drive from Slocan City. $900.
250-355-2712 to leave message with your
number and good time to return call.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

68-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
EXPERIENCED REPORTER wanted
at the Valley Voice. Part-time to start, with
possible opportunity to move to full-time.
Email resume to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
CAREGIVER NEEDED Monday to
Friday, 8 am-1 pm, Shutty Bench, 250661-5268.
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM COOK/
COORDINATOR WANTED: The
Healthy Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley operates the lunch program
two days a week at Lucerne ElementarySecondary School. Cook/Coordinator
needed starting October 2022; approx. 16
hours/week. There will be training. To apply,
send resume/cover letter or to request job
description, email hcsnorthslocanvalley@
gmail.com. Application deadline: Friday,
September 9 at 5 pm.
S L O C A N VA L L E Y H O U S I N G
SOCIETY is seeking a contract bookkeeper

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

COMMUNITY

to work remotely on the society’s software
to complete month-end bank reconciliations
and related duties for approximately four
to six hours per month. Please reply with a
resume and hourly contract rate information
to lodge@svhousing.ca by September 13,
2022.

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life, Contact, admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,

EDUCATION

providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.
PARENTS: ARE YOU CONCERNED
about your child or teen’s unhealthy
relationship with digital media? Want to
connect with other parents dealing with
similar issues? Sarah: 250-353-1737 or
baiyaat@me.com

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769
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NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

YOUNG LOCAL COUPLE need vacant
land. We are Raya and Tyson. We live
in downtown Kaslo. We would like to
purchase a lot near town to build our
homestead. Please email rayatyskaslo@
gmail.com. Thank you!

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

REAL ESTATE

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
September 2,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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Kootenay investors stepping up to seed local tech startups

submitted
The Kootenay Association for
Science and Technology (KAST) has
scheduled an investor information
session geared toward Kootenay region
investors who want to learn more about
angel and direct investments, and how
these investments can support the local
economy and tech community. This
Zoom information session will be on
Thursday, September 8 from 4 to 5
pm PST.
BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULLThe investor information session
CYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES.
will
also allow Kootenay region
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience investors to learn about the Kootenay
with excellent references. QuickBooks Investment Challenge that KAST is
desktop and online versions. Contact bringing to the region through their
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com
partnership with Spring Activator.
NEED LONG-TERM STORAGE? Joining this partnership is Kamren Farr,
12’x12’ basement storage units available a personal finance instructor at Selkirk
in Silverton for rent. Call 778-879-5844
College. Farr has a diverse background
for details.
in the entrepreneurial world that ranges
WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, from working with TEC Edmonton
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 1966- to running the Incubators program
1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-299-9841. at NAIT, and working with several
WANTED TO RENT summer 2023: successful startups. KAST is thrilled
spot for my 30’ low-profile RV trailer to have Farr join the Challenge as a
and 63-year-old female with courteous, host and mentor to our local investor
non-barking Australian Shepherd. Can pay
$500-$750 depending on hookups. 250- community.
“Our region is filled with talented
886-4520 or info@janebaker.ca.
YARD SALES
SEPTEMBER 18 at the corner of
Josephine and 8th Streets in New
Denver. Something for everyone!
Household items, furniture, area rugs,
kayaks, bikes, treadmill, camping

The Valley Voice September 8, 2022

gear, motorcycle gear, ski equipment,
Automotive, woodworking tools,
lawnmower, books, clothing and
much, much more! 9-3, no early birds
please.

people that can make a difference both as
entrepreneurs and investors. However,
an early investment in an idea is often
critical in developing a future company
and making that investment can be
very challenging to do on your own.
The Kootenay Investment Challenge is
a great way to learn about early-stage
investing, connect with like-minded
people, and make an investment that
could launch the next great Kootenay
Startup.” Kamren Farr, Personal Finance
Instructor at Selkirk College
The Kootenay Investment
Challenge is a place-based version of
Spring Activator’s successful Impact
Investor Challenge. Taking place this
fall, participants will meet weekly for

two-hour sessions where investors
and investment-ready entrepreneurs
will work through all aspects of the
investment process. This program
will provide unique insight for tech
founders and investors to work together
and learn each other’s mindsets. The
Challenge runs Thursdays, 4-6 pm PST
from September 29 through December
2, and will consist of two pitch events
and eight educational sessions.
“The Impact Investor Challenge is a
great way to learn about investing in
a startup while actually making an
investment at the end. This program
is designed for people who want to act
on their commitment to their region
and finance a local company. We are

delighted to be working with KAST
and support their goals to develop the
entrepreneurial landscape in the region”
Davina MacPhail, program manager at
Spring Activator.
KAST is looking for accredited and
non-accredited investors to participate
in this program. To avoid missing out,
we are encouraging interested parties
to apply by Thursday, September 22.
To learn more about the Kootenay
Investment Challenge and apply, visit
www.kast.com/kic/
To register for the investor
information session on Thursday,
September 8, visit https://kast.com/
event/september-impact-investorinformation-session/.

submitted
People in BC now have an easier
way to access their health records with
the launch of the Health Gateway mobile
app.
“More than 1.2 million people in
BC use the Health Gateway website, and
now we are making it easier and more
convenient for people to securely access
their health records by launching the
mobile app,” said Adrian Dix, Minister
of Health. “Through the app, people can
quickly view information about their
health at any time, helping them stay on
top of their health and wellness needs.”

Health Gateway is a new, secure
app version of the Health Gateway
website that anyone can download from
the Apple App Store or Google Play for
Android mobile devices for free. Users
will need to use their BC Services Card
app to register and log in.
People can use the Health Gateway
app to easily access and view prescription
medications; lab results, including blood
tests and COVID-19 test results; health
visits, including the date of the visit and
the provider’s name; and immunization
records, including COVID-19 proofs of
vaccination, such as the BC Vaccine Card

and Federal Vaccine Proof.
Over time, the app will also provide
people with easy, secure access to
diagnostic imaging reports, clinical
documents and details on hospital visits,
alongside other features.
Government remains focused on
making access to health records and
health digital systems easier for all people
in the province. The Health Gateway
website continues to be available for
people to access their health information.
To learn more about the Health
Gateway app, visit: https://gov.bc.ca/
healthgateway

New mobile app will improve access to health records

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
SOLID
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

(250) 358-7922

s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

• Top Soil • Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

wauvikrenos@gmail.com
Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net
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High-elevation lake monitoring in Kokanee Glacier Park
submitted
A new pilot study
may supply much-needed
information about how climate
change is impacting sensitive
high-altitude environments in
the West Kootenay.
“We understand that
high elevation ecosystems
are especially sensitive to
climate change. They are also
challenging to monitor,” says
a release from Living Lakes
Canada. “We don’t currently
have a good understanding of
the climate impacts on water
quantity and quality in these
areas.”
To address the problem,
the non-profit organization
dedicated to protecting
freshwater sources is setting up
the High Elevation Monitoring
Program, and is starting with a
pilot study in a provincial park
above Kootenay Lake.
In August, data-logging
equipment was installed in
the Sapphire Lakes, Tanal
Lake and Upper Joker Lake
to track the changes in water

levels. Temperature- and lightmonitoring equipment was
also installed in Upper Joker
Lake.
“The goal is to start
creating baseline data to
understand how the chemical
and biological components of
these lakes are functioning,”
says a release from Living
Lakes. “Once this baseline is
established, we can continue
to monitor over time and
understand how chemical and

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The founder of the Elk Root
Conservation Society says she
thought the farm’s open house
would be a reasonably quiet
affair when the first handful of
people showed up for a guided
tour of the grounds.
“But when I got back to
pick up the second tour group,
there were more than 40 people
standing waiting in line!” says
Kate Mizenka.
She says it didn’t let up for
the rest of the four-hour event,
with more than 250 people

coming out for the tours alone.
She considers this year’s Big
Buzz! Community Festival a
success.
“People really seemed to
want to learn about what we’re
doing here,” she says. “And
people were excited to see kids
learning about the environment
in a fun way.”
The Vallican-area Elk Root
Conservation Farm is a not-forprofit volunteer organization
that works to promote
ecological stewardship,
wildlife conservation
and habitat restoration. Its
demonstration gardens have
a variety of crops designed to

biological components in the
lakes are responding to climate
change.”
Updates on the project
from Sapphire Lakes are
available on YouTube (search
for ‘high elevation monitoring
at Sapphire Lakes’).

Calling citizen
scientists

Anyone heading into
Kokanee Glacier Provincial
Park is asked to support Living
Lakes Canada in creating

an inventory of plant and
animal species within the
park boundaries. This data
collection is made easy thanks
to the popular and easy-to-use
citizen science app, iNaturalist.
Just download this free
app on your phone before you
leave on your next backcountry
adventure. Once downloaded,
open the app and search for
‘Kokanee Glacier - High
Elevation Monitoring.’
While you’re out enjoying

Living Lakes Canada Program Manager Heather Shaw paddles out on Upper Joker Lake.

Big Buzz a busy day for Elk Root Conservation Farm

Compost
expert coming
to New Denver

submitted
The Harvest Festival at
the school in New Denver is
happening on September 29.
This year, special guest Mario
Lanthier will attend to share
his expertise in the science of
composting.
The next day, Friday,
September 30, Lanthier will
be offering an extensive
workshop for adults at
Knox Hall and environs on
composting and compost
teas. Owner of CropHealth
Advising & Research in
Kelowna, Lanthier is a wealth
of information and experience,
and a dynamic teacher. Don’t
miss this opportunity.
To register and pay as
you can, email jgreenlaw@
netidea.com
The Harvest Festival and
composting workshop are
sponsored by the Healthy
Community Society of the
North Slocan Valley.

enhance pollinators like bees,
while showcasing sustainable
farming techniques.
The family-friendly day
saw all sorts of activities, from
craft making to honey tasting,
from picking out pumpkins for
Hallowe’en to checking out the
food vendors and dancing to
live music.
Visitors also watched artist
Tara Handelman do a live
painting demonstration in the
garden, which proved a very
popular activity.
“We’ve also figured out
people are absolutely obsessed
with our gardens,” laughs
Mizenka. She says Handelman

raffled off the painting when it
was completed.
The money raised from
the day’s events will go to
developing food gardens to
enhance food security for the
community’s most vulnerable
members. Just how much was
raised was still being tallied,
said Mizenka.

Kokanee Glacier park, Living
Lakes asks that you take photos
of any flora and fauna using the
iNaturalist app.
“When back in cell
service, you can then upload
your pictures/observations
to the project where they
will be stored and reviewed
by scientists, the iNaturalist
community, and Living
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Lakes Canada employees,”
says a LLC release. “We look
forward to sharing more of
this program in the coming
months.”
For more information
on the High Elevation
Monitoring Program visit:
livinglakescanada.ca/project/
high-elevation-monitoringprogram.
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