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by Jan McMurray
Despite a month of hot, dry
weather, only one large fire burned
in the West Kootenay at the start of
this week – but it was putting on
quite a display.
The Briggs Creek fire, about 11
kilometres from Kaslo, has been
lighting up the night sky in the high
country west of the community since
the fire was first reported August 1.
Now a ‘fire of note,’ it has grown
to nearly 1,700 hectares in size, but
at press time was not considered a
threat to the community.
Kaslo and South Fork area
residents gathered at the Kaslo
Legion hall on Friday night, August
5, to hear details about the fire from
wildfire and emergency officials.
South Fork residents have been on
evacuation alert since the fire was
discovered on Monday, August 1.
“The fire has grown this big
because it was so heavily winddriven for the first 24 hours,” Mike
Allan, wildfire technician with
the Kootenay Lake Fire Zone told
the dozens of residents attending.
Leanne Fournier-Beck, incident
commander, said South Fork was
placed on evacuation alert the first
day because of that 60-kilometreper-hour wind.
By the third day, however, things
had settled down quite a bit – and
with rain and cooler weather on days
four and five, the fire was holding
at 1,700 hectares. This is where it
remained at press time, Monday
August 8.
The fire was caused by lightning
and was reported to the BC Wildlife
Service by several local residents
on August 1. It started on the south
side of Briggs Creek, and quickly
spread to the east – to Ben Hur, Deer
and Nashton Creeks. “It spotted
those three drainages quickly,” said
Fournier-Beck. “The forest type up
there is spruce-balsam, carrying a lot
of density.”
She added that Deer Creek had
already burnt itself out.

Difficult terrain

Allan said the fire is burning
in steep terrain that is “unsafe
or difficult for us to action. We
are choosing areas where we can
successfully manage and contain the
fire’s edge.”
When crews arrived, they
realized the fire was beyond an
initial attack response, and the use of
aircraft to fight the fire would have
been futile, he said. They focused

instead on the containment line –
Keen Creek Forest Service Road
(FSR), which runs for 3.5 kilometres
along the lower mountainsides well
below the fire. Crews have been
working along the FSR, building
trails, setting up water pumps in the
creeks and working a sprinkler line
a ways up from the road.
“If the containment doesn’t hold,
that’s when we consider expanding
the evacuation alert area,” FournierBeck said. “But because it’s such a
long and established contingency
line, it’s likely not going to come to
that. If fire behaviour dictated it, we
would consider extending the alert
status.”
Allan added there is a
notable break lower down on the
mountainside where the timber type
turns to cedar-hemlock, which tends
to burn slowly and on the ground,
where crews can more easily fight
the fire.
As of Friday, August 5, the fire
was 900 metres above the FSR,
Allan said, and Kaslo is about five
kilometres away from the FSR/
contingency line. Kemp Creek,
where Kaslo’s primary water
infrastructure is located, is just
outside the perimeter of the fire.
Allan reported that crews were
working early morning to late
evening, with 14 firefighters.
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Briggs Creek fire an awesome, disturbing sight in Kaslo night sky
resources that can stop a raging forest
fire. Now, with all our experience, we
do a pretty good job of not getting
people killed.”
Others were concerned about
embers, describing Kaslo as being
“covered in charcoal on Tuesday.”
Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Doug Yee advised people to
call 911 if they see embers landing.
“Let’s take this opportunity to clean
up around our houses – clear your
roofs, mow your grass, follow the
FireSmart principles. Sprinklers are
an extra bit of protection,” he said.
Two residents also expressed
disappointment with the response
they got from the call centre. Mike
Allan explained that the people at the
call centre are there to take reports
and pass the information on, not to
provide details about the fires.

BC Wildfire is keeping in close
contact with regional and local
fire emergency officials, and any
evacuation orders and alerts will
come from the RDCK.
You can keep informed on the
latest news on any wildfire by visiting
the BC Wildfire Service website. To
keep up to date with evacuation alerts
and orders, search online for ‘RDCK
emergency operations’ and follow
the links. For information on this fire
and others in the region, you can call
250-318-7715.

Small fires elsewhere

Meanwhile, just one new fire
was reported in the Arrow Lakes,
Slocan Valley and North Kootenay
Lake areas as of press time. The
.01-hectare fire was burning on Frog
Peak August 8, likely caused by an
afternoon thunderstorm that came

through the area a few days earlier.
Three other small fires in the
West Kootenay were listed as ‘under
control’ – one west of the Arrow
Lakes in the Monashees, one on
Mt. Ferguson near Nelson, and a
49-hectare one near Crawford Bay.
There were a total of 18 burning
in the Southeast Fire Centre on
Monday, with three other ‘fires of
note,’ all in the East Kootenay: one on
Connell Ridge 23 kilometres south of
Cranbrook, one on Cummings Creek
five kilometres from Sparwood,
and a 620-hectare fire burning on
the US-Canada border roughly 100
kilometres southeast of Cranbrook.
None were threatening homes or
structures at press time on Monday.
The only other region in BC with
‘fires of note’ was the Kamloops Fire
Centre, also with four of them.

Public concerns

Some participants at the meeting
wanted to see aircraft fighting the
fire. “I’m used to seeing bucketing,
action on fires,” said one resident.
“I think we need a forest service
that can attack early. It’s all defense.
What about offense?”
Allan explained more than once
that using aircraft is ineffective when
it can’t be supported with ground
crews.
“If the fire is on steep ground,
we can’t back up air attacks with
our ground crews, so the use of that
resource is ineffective,” he said. “If
you put water on it but there are no
ground crews, the fire will return,
particularly in dense fuel types.”
He said the same is true with
retardant. “Retardant is just that –
it’s not a suppressant – so it quickly
dries. Without ground crews to back
it up, it’s futile.”
Mike Allan also explained that
the first priority is responder safety.
“So when we choose not to use
aircraft or we don’t send sons and
daughters up the hillside, it’s for a
good reason. There’s no amount of

The Briggs Creek fire in the Kaslo area is quite a sight at night. The community of South Fork just off Hwy 31A west of Kaslo remains on
evacuation alert, and an area restriction has been declared for the area along Keen Creek, up into Kokanee Glacier Park (Kyawats Mtn. and Mt.
Chipman areas) and over to True Blue Mtn.

Visitor Information – Pages 6 & 7
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Protected area status proposed for ancient cedar grove in the Duncan
by Jan McMurray
When North Kootenay Lake resident
Grant Trower was out getting firewood
last fall, he could hardly believe his eyes
when he stumbled upon a grove of giant
ancient old-growth cedar trees.
“Almost all the trees are 300-2,100
years old, so they are not just old-growth,

FEATHER COLOURS

The colours of bird feathers come from
the structure of feathers refracting light, or
from pigments in plants and insects they
eat. Bright yellow, orange-yellow and olivegreen come from carotinoids. Melanin
(black, red-brown and pale yellow) makes
feathers stronger, so wingtips, which are
most subject to wear, tend to be black in
otherwise white birds. Porphyrines make
pink, brown, red and green.

they are ancient, so this is incredible!”
he said.
The 531-hectare grove at the head
of the Duncan reservoir is what is left of
the ancient cedar forest that was flooded
out in 1968, when BC Hydro built the
Duncan Dam and created the Duncan
Reservoir.
“There is nothing like it – it’s unique
– and it’s accessible to the public. It’s
a long ways down the Duncan Forest
Service Road, but the road is good and
it goes right through the grove,” Trower
said.
When the Duncan reservoir is empty
in the winter, the ancient cedar stumps
become visible. “There are 28 miles or
45 kilometres of tombstone ancient cedar
stumps at the bottom of the reservoir,”
said Trower. “This grove is the last
remnant piece of what the valley used
to look like, so it fits in with the strategic
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plans of all the agencies – BC Hydro,
Ministry of Environment, CBT, Fish &
Wildlife Compensation Program – to
offset the losses from the dam to protect
the special features that were in the
reservoir. It’s a perfect opportunity for all
the agencies to live up to their strategic
plans. It’s a win-win for everyone.”
An organization called Wildlife
Habitats for Tomorrow, founded by
Trower nine years ago, is proposing to
designate the Duncan River Ancient
Cedars as a protected area. And Trower
says it would be easy to do, as there is an
existing government strategy to protect
areas such as this one.
“In 1998, the West KootenayBoundary Protected Areas Strategy
was created to establish small sites for
protection,” Trower explains. “The
government allocated 10,500 hectares for
these small sites that have special natural,
recreational and/or cultural values, and
called them ‘Goal 2 sites.’ About 7,000
hectares have been protected to date,
leaving about 3,500 hectares yet to be
protected.”
So, Trower says, all the government
has to do is put this 531-hectare forest on
the Goal 2 Site list for easy endorsement.
“They don’t have to come up with a new
strategy – they can use this existing one
to easily provide meaningful protection
for the grove,” he said.
An online petition at change.org to
support the proposal has garnered more
than 25,000 signatures.
Trower said as a Goal 2 site, the
Duncan River Ancient Cedars Protected
Area would have essentially the same
protection as a provincial park.
The oldest tree in the grove is
estimated in the range of 1,800-2,000
years old by Craig Pettitt, a forester
with the Valhalla Wilderness Society

who has been taking core samples and
measurements and doing ring counts to
determine the age of the trees. He says
the ‘Duncan Mother’ is 3.78 metres in
diameter, 54 metres tall, and the second
largest tree recorded in the interior of
BC so far.
Thanks to Pettitt’s work, three trees
in the grove have been registered with the
BC Big Tree Registry at the University
of BC.

Forestry interests

The Duncan Grove is in the
operating area of BC Timber Sales. It
has been designated as an ‘Old Growth
Management Area’ by the Ministry of
Forests, which gives it some protection
from logging. The ministry says BCTS
assessed the large trees in the area and
established legal protection under the
Special Tree Protection Regulation for
the trees that met the criteria. A onehectare perimeter buffer is required
around an old-growth tree protected
under this regulation, and the ministry
says there is a 200-metre buffer of trees,
cliff and elevation displacement between
BCTS harvesting and a large tree in the
grove that has been legally protected by
the Special Tree Protection Regulation.
However, BC Timber Sales is about
to sell five cutblocks in the Duncan, and
one of them comes within 50 metres of
the grove. The ministry says the block
is “vertically displaced on a bench well
above the grove and is separated by a
rock bluff feature.”
But Trower is concerned that
opening up the forest so close to the
grove could create wind channels and
cause blowdown of some of the big
trees. He says Wildlife Habitats for
Tomorrow will be asking the government
for a deferral on selling the block until
the potential of wind damage can be
assessed.
In 2013, the company with the
tenure at the time, Blue Ridge Timber,

had plans to log two stands of the
ancient cedars. They decided against it
when a local group called the ‘Duncan
Defenders’ launched a petition against
the logging and asked the company to
abandon their plans.

Selkirk Mountain Caribou
Park Proposal

The Duncan Grove is part of the
Valhalla Wilderness Society’s much
larger Selkirk Mountain Caribou
Park proposal. The 156,461-hectare
park proposal would connect the last
remaining old growth in the Duncan,
Incomappleux, Lardeau and Westfall
River areas.
The proposed park includes 30,000
hectares of forest in the Duncan River
Valley – and 4,380 hectares of that is old
growth. VWS has done a lot of field work
in the Duncan, including in the Duncan
Grove, and has shared this with Wildlife
Habitats for Tomorrow. “However,
VWS cannot formally support their
proposal because it would leave 3,850
hectares of Duncan Valley old-growth
unprotected, along with the rest of the
30,000 hectares of intact forest in the
Duncan unit of VWS’s proposal,” a
VWS statement says.
VWS has been working on the park
proposal since 2001 and has huge public
support – 12,000 signatures on a paper
petition and 42,147 signatures on an
online petition at change.org.
In 2009, the government set aside
almost half of the park proposal area
as ungulate winter range for mountain
caribou. In 2020, a 40,000-hectare
logging deferral was granted in the
Incomappleux unit of the VWS proposal.
“These have been encouraging
developments, and reason to keep doing
our best to achieve full, permanent
protection of a size that will significantly
benefit the effort to mitigate climate
change and save sensitive species,” the
statement says.

This is the second largest tree in the Duncan Ancient Cedar Grove, at 3.25 meters in diameter,
53.2 metres tall – and estimated in the range of 1,600-1,800 years old. Called ‘Bear Tree’
because of the den at its base, the tree is registered with the Big Tree Registry at UBC.
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Rebooted Kaslo Jazz Fest relieves the July heatwave
was offered free at the beer
tent. “Nothing serious. Mostly
just band-aids, and that’s
how I like it,” said First Aid
attendant Lia McRaild.
Jazz Fest 2022 featured
a strong component of local
talent, representing 46% of
performers, with bands such
as Dirt Floor, Moontricks,
Everyone Orchestra, Lost
Ledge, and Penny Shades,
with the festival’s only
traditional jazz element
provided by Nelson-based
Paul Landsberg Quartet. If by
‘local’ we include both East
and West Kootenays, then we
can add perennial favourite
Shred Kelly of Fernie to the
list. This year also featured
the Indigenous band Digging
Roots on the main stage,
composed of Anishinabe
musicians who have been
touring internationally. They
nearly didn’t make it, held
up at Edmonton Airport for
24 hours in what is becoming
a typical scene of chaos at
airports across the country.
The musical genres were
as diverse as the crowd,
although jazz, rock and blues
all but vanished from the fare
except as influences blended
into hybrid genres. The
Holland Stage was ideal for
folk duo Ocie Elliott, whose
gorgeous harmonies backed
by fingerpicking on acoustic
guitar have been featured
on the popular TV series
Grey’s Anatomy. Proving once
again that all artists stand on
the shoulders of the legends
who preceded them, they
performed a heart-stopping
rendition of the Simon and
Garfunkel classic ‘The Boxer.’
The Aerialists, Canadian Folk
Award winners, also created
a spirited folk vibe with their
‘prog-folk’ stylings of Scottish
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by Art Joyce
As emcee John Cathro
announced from the Floating
Stage Saturday afternoon,
it was the first time in more
than 1,000 days that the Kaslo
Jazz Etc. Society had put on
the village’s flagship event.
Judging by the enthusiastic
cheers, people were more than
ready for a weekend of fun
and music after more than two
years of silence.
This year’s event was
purposely scaled down, in
part to ease volunteer burnout,
according to the festival’s
executive/artistic director,
Paul Hinrichs. In 2019, there
were 8,300 tickets sold for
the weekend, and about
6,000 this year. Hinrichs was
noncommittal when asked if
this was the planned scale of
future Jazz Festivals.
“It’s too early to say what
the future holds, and we are
always willing to adjust and
reframe,” Hinrichs said.
“The site felt good and the
volume of people was easily
manageable.”
Performances started a
little later in the afternoon,
yet there was still plenty of
music. The Kids’ Tent was
kept busy all weekend with
workshops, puppet shows and
brightly costumed performers.
For adults, the Circus Act
Insomniacs kept eyes riveted
during their aerial acrobatics
a n d S u n d a y e v e n i n g ’s
burlesque performance.
Attendance dropped off
sharply Sunday afternoon but
surged again for the evening
show.
Temperatures soared
into the high 30s but first
aid attendants said they had
little to do because Kaslo
Bay offered cool relief just
steps away and iced water

Friday night headliner Valerie June was enthusiastically received for her
bluegrass-influenced songs.

Gaelic, Norwegian, and Irish
folk music, complete with a
harpist. The current popularity
of updated bluegrass was
apparent in bands such as
Greensky Bluegrass and the
Slocan Ramblers. Friday
night headliner Valerie
June was enthusiastically
received for her bluegrassinfluenced songs. But for
those really looking to get
down and boogie, it was
Floating Stage acts such as
the Dirty Dozen Brass Band
and Dumpstaphunk that got
the sea of bodies undulating.

The festival scored a coup
with Friday headliner The
Dead South, which has a
stunning 317 million views
for its video In Hell I’ll Be in
Good Company.
Hinrichs estimates
a volunteer staff of 300
people this year. Despite the
reduction in staff from former
years, there was no shortage
of help to be found in their
easy-to-spot yellow T-shirts.
Pink T-shirted volunteers
acted as site hosts, helping
with general enquiries, litter
pickup, enforcing the no

smoking ban, returning lost
kids to their parents, and – as
volunteer Ziggy Hepperle
joked, “assisting errant
journalists.” Security staff had
to wear the unenviable black
shirts, and reported no serious
incidents. Police presence
was extremely light over the
weekend. The BC Transit
shuttle bus ran continuously,
its friendly driver Len
frequently stopping along his
route to offer a ride to patrons
walking to Kaslo Bay. This
was a godsend, since parking
was jammed all over town,

3
requiring a one-kilometre
walk to the festival site in the
stifling heat. Pre-treatment of
the unpaved road to the bay
kept the dust to a minimum –
all testament to effective and
thorough organization by the
Jazz Fest team.
“The volunteer target
changes every year based on
the vision for the festival,”
says Hinrichs. “This ratio felt
appropriate though and if we
go for a similar festival next
year, I’d be fine keeping our
volunteers around the same
capacity.”
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OPINION

Adios amoeba

President James Earl Carter is
97. The Eventually Expired Man
from Plains will be the main event
for a few days across the US and the
world. Et tu, Donald? Nope. It will be
“Adios amoeba!” and a tremendous
sigh will reverberate through the
Republic. And us.
P.S. The Queen should invite me
to Balmoral for the summer. Really!
Christian Torbik
Whitehorse

The beach is public

With the advent of hot summer
weather comes conflict at the beach.
Here is what every resident should
know. It is a well-known fact in BC
that the shoreline from the natural
high-water mark to the water’s
edge is public property. Lakefront
property owners might like to think
they “own” the beach, but they don’t.
These spaces can be used by all and
are not to be restricted by building
docks you can’t walk over or by
placing structures, chairs, gazebos
and the like on the beach to indicate
to the public that the beach is private.
I have had a resident move my boat
that was temporarily parked there
from “his” beach, and had another
resident claim they could decide who
used the beach in front of their resort.
Not all people have the
opportunity to own lakeshore
property. Those who don’t still have
the right to use the beach. In hot
summer weather like this, this right
should not be put in jeopardy. Please
have consideration for all of us.
Jamie Barber
Silverton

Spring 2022
Argenta Face oldgrowth campaign

The struggle to protect the
Argenta Face is at least 30 years in
the making.
A decade ago (or so), I protested

alone at the north end of the Face.
There was no community support
at that time.
The Kaslo RCMP falsely charged
me with “common assault” against
two large loggers. There was no
“injunction” in place.
During the arrest and incarceration
at the Kaslo detachment, the arresting
corporal told me repeatedly that he
was alone in the detachment.
I later realized while spending
the night in the Nelson City police
station that the young corporal was
hoping I would try to escape. There
was likely another officer in the
detachment and if I tried to escape,
they would have had an excuse to
deal with me accordingly.
I was very lucky. There are
powerful political/industrial forces
working to clearcut sanity.
I defended myself and won. “The
truth will set you free.” The two
loggers could not keep their narrative
of the event straight.
In her final decision, the judge
exonerated me but would not charge
the “timber baron” with perjury. She
wrote: “I do not know why he told
that story.”
It is important that the few young
folks today with enough courage to
stand tall realize without their current
efforts all “hope” would be reduced
for a “paradigm shift.”
Tom Prior
Nelson

Time for quiet
voices to speak up

In recent times, society has
become consumed with distrust,
assumptions, polarization and
intolerance. Civil discourse and
personal responsibility have taken
a serious hit. This phenomenon has
tarnished relationships everywhere.
Our inviting, small communities
are not immune. We used to welcome
and engage. Now, in private
moments, people share their growing
temptation to sidestep and avoid…
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confrontation, discomfort, bullying.
I’ve heard all those reasons stated.
When dissent is strong, quieter
people like me struggle to find their
voice. I for one hesitate to offer an
opinion when not well informed
enough to articulate a clear and
defensible perspective. With airtime
limited, it’s the confident and loud
voices that fill the void. And that’s
on me, not those who feel passionate
about the issue—whatever it might
be.
Naïve or not, I believe that
welcoming communities thrive
when their citizens are open-minded,
curious, respectful and receptive to
divergent views. With that mindset,
community issues get addressed,
concerns communicated and due
processes followed. And that’s the
path to keep us moving forward, even
when things get rocky.
My role is to take the time and
effort to contribute as an engaged
citizen. I decided to search the New
Denver Village website to become
informed about Village plans and
processes. For those who live in
the area, it’s worth checking out the
Reports & Studies, Centennial Park
Master Plan. It’s long and detailed,
but worth the investment of my time.
My community deserves nothing
less.
Susan Dunnigan
New Denver

The little engine
that could

Remember that? It’s that
personified train with the big blue
eyes and “grit yer teeth till you get
there” kids’ story.
That story, made into a little
poem, was skillfully modified to suit
the dying local university (Nelson
University Centre post DTUC).
I’m glad I wasn’t the president
who wrote that and stuck it on the
door for us teachers to see when we
came in, but it was great, even though
we didn’t make it, as much as we
might have chanted, “I think I can, I
think I can.”
It’s like that now although I
guess, I, for one, still am stuck on
some sort of success.
But when I look at the workload
and my failing ability – letting the
raspberry crop shrivel and all those
other good things that could be and
always was and should be, die back.
Well what else. Figuratively and
literally, we feed the food bank with
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eggs and try to keep the locals and
ourselves happy too.
Meanwhile, the laws of the land
are like jewelled ceramic figurines
on a table that is always full of way
less deeply meaningful things, that
become lost and even swept away.
But I suppose it ain’t over till it’s over
and we should just keep on, trying to
do our best.
Kids’ stories should be made into
stories for the adults – those younger
ones who won’t get wrecked if they
carry a heavy pail or who can do what
it takes to handle a life like the one
many of us still try to work.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

create a lot less of an eyesore than the
typical auto junkyard (or backyard
parking zone) that are filled with twoton hunks of metal that were maybe
only driven 5-20 years.
A brighter future I don’t think is
achieved by risking the downsides
of nuclear and leaving the swelling
mess for future generations. Reining
in our expectations and working at
replacing old-school energy sources
with new, safe technology should be
a priority on a planet where we don’t
have an equator that is expanding
every year giving us new, virgin land
to screw over.
Don Whitaker
Vallican

In response to Ed Zak’s letter
promoting the use of nuclear energy,
I suppose I need to remind him of the
downsides of this seeming limitless
and global warming-friendly power
source.
Reactors don’t run forever
and need to be refueled and the
old fuel ‘disposed of.’ American
aircraft carriers have a running life
of about 20-25 years before they get
chopped up to remove and recore
their reactors. Most of this waste,
as well as other American reactors,
goes to Hanford in Washington State,
where years of collecting has created
a witches’ brew in the underground
storage. None of the experts really
can say if this waste is permanently
sealed and safe.
Uranium in its natural
environment is relatively safe
because it’s so rare, spread out and
deep. Once you concentrate it, the
problems begin.
Besides the ‘dig a hole and
forget about it’ aspect, there’s also
the inevitable mistake that leads to
a Chernobyl or Nine Mile Island
disaster. Chernobyl has left a huge
swath of land unusable for many
generations.
Solar and wind power is still
developing and like any new
technology, needs time to get rolling
and become cost-effective. On the
recycling end, no business could
make a buck off a few solar panels
pulled out of the dump but they do
have a system for recycling and
reusing the materials when this
current generation of panels start to
decline in output and get replaced.
Plus, I would think that they would

I am writing to address what I find
to be bullying behaviour toward our
Village council. I am tired of picking
up our local paper and reading all
the complaining and accusations
thrown at our councillors and mayor.
These people (our friends, family and
neighbours) put in a lot of time and
labour to make our village an even
better place to live. Council is an
incredible, hardworking team mixed
with a great Village staff. They have
taken on many projects with pride as
if they were their own. They take it
very seriously that they were voted
in to take on this work, and work
they have! If you would really like to
know what they have done in the last
few years and for the next few years
to come, check it out. Bullies and
complainers in the paper have their
own agenda and are trying to make
their own platform at the expense of
hardworking people. Shame on you!
Our New Denver Village council and
staff care! Yes, they do! They have
a long list of things that need to be
done and have to prioritize these.
They do listen and will hear you! But
maybe you should stop and listen to
what they are trying to get done as
well. I know that they all put in long
hours, most of them completely
on their own time. While funding
and grants are available for specific
projects, these must be completed
according to schedule. We cannot do
everything all at once!
Council does care about dogs and
most of them have their own. Putting
bags of dog poop in the mayor’s yard
is bullying and not an effective way
to advocate for your cause!
Please, stop and look at the
bigger picture. We are a village that
does, and should, work together.
Let’s not work against each other and
belittle the contributions of others.
It’s time as a community to stand
up for everyone who works hard,
volunteering their time to improve
this place for everyone. While we
can sometimes disagree about how
and when things get done, we should
not forget that we are all working
toward the same goal of making New
Denver a wonderful place to live and
continued on page 5

Downsides of
nuclear energy
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continued from page 5
visit! Let’s look toward the positives
instead of attacking people because
we disagree.
Phyllis McTaggart
New Denver

Let’s look to the
Dutch health care
system

Our health care system, the most
expensive in the solar system, is
failing and flailing. Burned out from
COVID, the cracks that were there
are now making our hallowed medical
system downright dangerous. People
in need of emergency care are dying
in hallways while tired nurses, doctors
and technicians move through the fog
of burnout and administrative disaster.
Canada has a real distaste for
private medicine. The Dutch have
private doctors and their system is not
crumbling. Quite the contrary. The
Dutch have a robust medical system of
universality with four foundations: the
Health Insurance Act, the Long-Term
Care Act, the Social Support Act and
the Youth Act.
“This [health insurance] act is
implemented by private, competitive
health insurers and health care
providers. It should be noted that
virtually all health insurance companies
in the Netherlands are not-for-profit
cooperatives that allocate any profits
they make to the reserves they are
required to maintain or return them
in the form of lower premiums.” This
smacks of a better social system than
our dilapidated, bloated and burned-out
Canadian system!
Years ago while traveling, I met
a man named Charles who would get
under-performing companies back on
their feet. Companies on the verge of
bankruptcy would line up for Charles’
services. He noted that the usual
problem was a disconnect of the
administrators and the people doing
the real work. He always hung out
with the people on the front lines
and LISTENED to them. What did
they think of the company? How
could things be made better? What
bothers workers the most? How would
you run the company? Are there too
many bureaucrats? He would dig
around and talk with the real workers
for weeks. He said he almost never
talked to the administrative people
because in his experience they were
generally the problem. Usually, the
workers had great ideas to make the
company work efficiently, while the
administrators just wanted to keep
their cushy job, no matter what. His
recommendations were usually to fire
all the administrators and implement
the best ideas the workers had to
keep the business afloat. Keep the
administration lean and mean while
having effective communication with
the people actually doing the work.
Doctors in Canada complain of all
the paperwork. They see a patient for
10 minutes and then fill out endless
forms for hours, the requirement of

the administration. How about we have
patient care instead of administrative
care? We do need some government
glue to hold the system together but
Canada has dropped the ball in favour
of a bloated, sick overlord system
from Ottawa. Provinces have to hang
out with their caps out, waiting for
almighty Justin Trudeau to dole out the
tax money we all contributed.
If you want Canada to have a robust
system, follow the Dutch. Their system
is working great while the Canadian
health care system is an expensive, sad
joke. Let administrative heads roll and
allow our health care workers do their
job more effectively, in the private and
public realms. Stop the money from
being gobbled up by endless desk
jockeys and let Canada heal and create
a health care system we can be proud of.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Nuclear fusion a
dream technology

I think I have no choice but to
respond to ‘More on nuclear power’
by Rod Rezlaff, which was a response
to my previous letter on the subject.
I appreciate honest opinion,
otherwise I would not even bother
to respond. Therefore, in the spirit of
good discussion, and for getting to
the truth…
The first sentence that hit me:
“When I was in high school 60 years
ago, we were told nuclear waste was
a problem.” Sure, it was a problem 60
years ago, or even 20 years ago. Did
I not describe in detail how nuclear
waste is nowadays enhanced by
adding 2% more uranium to make it
into new rods? This also means that
all previous nuclear waste will be used
for making energy, till no waste is left.
As the saying goes, “half-truth is the
biggest lie,” so I am being very careful
here. The Chernobyl disaster was not
caused only by an idiotic fearmonger,
but also by now almost 80-year-old
technology of primary cooling with
flammable graphite, and this is what
actually exploded. Also, the safety
controls did allow manual disconnect.
The safety technology has improved
since 80 years ago, not 10 times but
1,000 times, to the point that even one
intentional safety disconnect leads to
a complete shutdown.
But nuclear technology does
not end there. Now I read that the
dream technology of nuclear fusion
is finally in place. In this technology,
instead of splitting uranium, the
complete opposite is happening. For
example, you take one litre of water,
and split it into oxygen and hydrogen
by common electrolysis, and this is
how hydrogen is made these days.
Then you compress hydrogen into a
very high pressure and temperature,
till the hydrogen neutrons come so
close they fuse together and form
helium, another natural element in
our atmosphere. In that process, a
huge amount of energy is released
into the surrounding boiler-tank,

which then powers a steam generator
to generate electricity. Zero radiation.
No shielding is needed. And in a small
building behind the town, this one litre
of water can supply energy even for
years. Any failure in the system leads
to loss of pressure or temperature, and
the process stops. It cannot explode.
This process mimics the nuclear
fusion in our sun, and this is why
our sun can’t explode. It is burning
hydrogen into helium, till it eventually
uses all hydrogen in billions more
years. We can do that now on a much
smaller scale, in almost a shack. This
also virtually eliminates the longdistance power lines, where up to 90%
of the energy is now lost and wasted
in transmission.
Human society seems to be going
in two opposite directions: towards
self-destruction by wars, drugs, and
easy life; or towards a Star-Trek like
developed society where crime and
evil is no longer, and truth-seeking
leads to solutions. Nobody can claim
to know all the truth, except for J.
Christ. So being less than perfect,
our task is trying, and not giving up.
We were given this planet to keep it
clean, as it says in the bible. This is
not a religion – this is a legitimate
goal in the best interests of humanity.
All technologies are now known
as needed to keep this planet clean.
People just need to get organized.
Vlad Stuchlik
Nakusp

Action and
accountability
needed in BC’s
healthcare crisis

Week after week, the BC Liberals
have been calling on the NDP
government to do something about
the deteriorating state of our health
care system before the worst happens.
Sadly, the very worst has happened.
In the past few weeks, two
people have tragically lost their lives
because of this crisis. A woman in
North Vancouver passed away on
a stretcher in the emergency room
(ER) after waiting two days for
treatment. An Ashcroft woman died
of cardiac arrest because her local
ER was closed and there was no local
ambulance available to get to her in
time. These stories are heartbreaking,
and I extend my deepest condolences
to the families and friends of these
two individuals.
BC’s healthcare crisis is not
limited to these two hospitals. In fact,
impacts have been felt here in the
West Kootenays. At the end of July,
staffing shortages led to temporary
but indefinite changes to the ER hours
at the Slocan Community Health
Centre in New Denver. They have
been adjusted to 8 am to 8 pm., seven
days a week, until further notice. A
significant reduction in hours also
happened back in January, lasting
until early May.
This past weekend, Creston

5

Valley Hospital saw its emergency
department on diversion between
Friday evening and Saturday morning.
It also had an overnight ER closure
between July 17 and 18. Meanwhile,
Boundary District Hospital in Grand
Forks saw a closure of inpatient
services back in March.
When ERs are closed, patients
and their families often have to
drive significant distances to other
communities to seek care. Ambulance
service has also been challenged
by staffing shortages, posing an
additional concern.
It’s unacceptable that this is
the current reality in our healthcare
s y s t e m . Wo r k e r s a r e d o i n g
everything they can to keep the
system functioning, but hospitals
are completely overwhelmed
and understaffed. There must be
accountability.
When we look at how other
provincial governments have
responded to similar situations,
we’ve seen examples of the minister
responsible being replaced. New
Brunswick’s health minister was
recently fired following a traumatic
death in the ER. When will we see
similar accountability here in BC?
We also need action. The BC
Liberals have released a 30-day
action plan to address issues around
primary care, because we know the
lack of access to family doctors puts
additional pressures elsewhere in the
system. We’ve called for improved
compensation for overhead and
operating costs and an updated and
simplified fee schedule, among other
suggestions.
We’ve also called for an audit
to address the NDP’s Urgent and
Primary Care Centres (UPCCs),
which also remain understaffed. They
are falling short of their goals to attach
patients and are often at capacity just
a few hours after opening. Castlegar’s
UPCC, for example, had only 61%
of the staff it is budgeted for, as of
March. We’ve asked Health Minister
Adrian Dix for more current numbers,
but he won’t provide them even
though he promised to do so.
My constituency office is being
inundated with calls and emails from
people struggling to access the help
they need. If you’re experiencing
these challenges, I encourage you
to write to your local MLAs and
demand government action, which is
needed now.
Health care is critical, and people
in the West Kootenays and beyond
deserve to have confidence they will
have access to the care they need in
an emergency.
Tom Shypitka, MLA
Kootenay East

An open letter
to all British
Columbians

As British Columbians, we
all rely on certain core services
being available at the most critical

moments of our lives. Because when
they aren’t, an urgent situation can
become catastrophic.
We are taught from a young age
that, when there’s an emergency, we
should reach for the nearest phone
and dial 9-1-1. And when we dial
those three numbers, there is a baselevel expectation that the call will be
answered immediately, and help will
be sent fast. Because every second
counts.
This lifeline is in crisis and
has been for quite some time.
Because of severe underfunding
and understaffing in recent years,
9-1-1 operators have seen the service
deteriorate as emergency calls take
priority over non-emergency calls. It
has sadly become “the new normal”
to see five-minute hold times on
emergency lines and hours-long
waits on non-emergency lines.
Five minutes might not seem very
long. But when you’re having a
heart attack, tending to a badly
injured child, comforting a dying
car accident victim, or witnessing a
senior in distress during a heat dome,
you need help fast. Each second that
passes can feel like a lifetime.
For most people, the 9-1-1
system is out of sight and out of
mind. It wasn’t until the system was
pushed past its limit during the 2021
heat dome that many began to see the
dangers of a critically underfunded
and understaffed 9-1-1 system. In
March 2021, we learned just how bad
the situation at E-Comm truly was. In
a report to E-Comm, the firm Price
Waterhouse Coopers found that the
current roster of 153 full-time call
takers needs to increase by 125 to
meet operational demands. A more
than 80% increase. In the last quarter
of 2021, E-Comm experienced call
volumes that were 22% higher than
the year prior. By April this year, we
had lost another 20% of that team,
and an unprecedented 28% of staff
are on leave. Those of us who remain
are working more overtime – and,
more frequently, forced overtime – to
meet minimum staffing levels. When
delays increase the risk for greater
suffering – as witnessed during
the heat domes – you know the
system is broken. This is completely
unacceptable for British Columbians.
If we want to address the serious
risks that accompany 9-1-1 gridlock
and ensure that 9-1-1 will be there
for you in an emergency, then all
levels of government will need to
make a significant investment to fix
this issue for good. What the system
needs is a stable funding model: a
system of ongoing support in which
funding doesn’t ebb and flow based
on news headlines, but is there all
the time to ensure this core service
can be delivered in a manner that
British Columbians need and deserve
– especially on the worst days of
our lives.
Donald Grant, president
Emergency Communications
Professionals of BC (CUPE 8911)
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RDCK moves to take action on affordable housing crisis
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The regional government has
hired a consultant to begin work
on developing concrete actions to
ease the housing crisis in the area.
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay hired M’akola
Development Services in July
to spend the next 8-10 months
talking to stakeholders, assessing
actions the regional government
can take, and developing an action
plan for encouraging more and
varied home construction in the
West Kootenay.
“We’re really looking at

quite practical solutions that we
can undertake immediately,”
says Nelson Wight, the RDCK’s
planning manager. “And having
experts like M’akola provide
guidance can ensure we are
putting our efforts into really
tangible solutions to address the
housing needs in our area.”
Wight notes that the consultant
will be able to hit the ground running,
as they developed the initial housing
needs assessment for the RDCK
two years ago. That study found
that “safe, affordable, and inclusive
housing is increasingly difficult to
find” in the regional district. Price

inflation, in-migration, conversions
to short-term rentals and an aging
population have all contributed to
a slowly growing crisis. The result
has been a shortage that has affected
the labour market, hurt community
sustainability and resilience, and
disrupted family and social ties.
“Housing for young working
families has become almost out
of reach due to the desirability of
Area E as a recreation/ retirement
destination and proximity to
Nelson,” notes Area E Director
Ramona Faust, who works on the
housing portfolio. “If we want our
schools full, businesses thriving and

economy regenerating, we need a
place for families in the housing
market.”

Paths forward

While the consultant will
be reaching out to stakeholders
and community groups, and
developing strategies for the
regional government over the
coming months, some ideas of what
is possible have already been hinted
at in a September 2020 report, again
by M’akola Development Services.
It noted that regional
government can offer incentives
for developers to build affordable
housing. It can alter rules on lot and

building sizes to make projects more
feasible. It can reduce or eliminate
fees and development charges,
or change zoning to encourage
affordable housing projects. And
it can support the development of
community housing authorities and
affordable housing projects.
“Municipalities can partner
with non-profit housing providers,
social service organizations, and
other affordable housing advocates
by creating an Affordable Housing
Working Group as an arm
of council, sitting on coalition
boards as a member, and utilizing
relationships with these sectors to
guide further decision-making,” the
2020 report notes.
The regional government
also has land holdings that might
be used by non-profits to reduce
construction costs. It could even
conceivably build units of housing
and manage them itself. “We see
examples like the Capital Regional
District – it was of such importance
to them they are providing the
service of a housing authority,”
says Wight. “For the last decade
or more, they have been operating
a housing authority. So they have
thousands of units that they, as a
local government, administer.
“That’s a pretty direct response
to direct need.”
The consultant will look for
real-world examples in areas similar
to the West Kootenay for ideas on

improving housing.
As a rural area director, Faust
is hoping the report offers ideas on
reducing the cost of building outside
of municipalities.
“The best outcome would be a
housing funding stream developed
for rural areas that recognizes
the high cost of development,”
adds Faust. “Additionally, housing
modernization and adaptation is
another opportunity for keeping
seniors in their homes if desired, or
enabling them to share their homes.
“The Action Plan can introduce
flexibility. If it gathers resources,
expertise and best practices and
allows some rural areas to move
ahead, I think it will be a success.”
The consultant’s plan will also
assign responsibility to individuals
or agencies, and will develop targets
so progress can be measured.
They’ll work with the RDCK board
to explain their ideas and develop
the plan further.
The project is being paid
for with a $25,000 grant from
the Union of BC Municipalities’
Poverty Reduction Planning and
Action Program. The RDCK
will also put up $10,000 for the
consultant’s work.
The RDCK’s planning staff
are now developing a community
engagement strategy with the
consultants, which will begin this
fall. The project will be completed
by April 2023.
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full-Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15& 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free Wi-Fi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!

40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full-service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.
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Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

5971 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Relax

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wed thru Sunday
from 11am. Lite lunches served till 3, pizza nights Thurs., Fri. and Saturday 5
till 8. Live music on Saturdays. Drop in yoga Sunday at 9:30. Come and enjoy
a drink with Us!

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPR INGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

							www.nakusphotsprings.com
							 (250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a beautiful
mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain air. Stay in our
comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants,
and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open daily for
public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website for on-line pool
reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools. Savour indigenous inspired
meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one of our 52 contemporary guest
rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is included with your stay in the resort.
Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with 4
different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in our spa,
relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food and amazing views
from our fine dining restaurant.

Private Hot Springs

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the
Kootenays! Book one of our chalets and reserve a private hotsprings
getaway all to yourself with breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with
our healing waters. www.kootenayhotsprings.com and www.privatehotsprings.com.
Join Facebook page: hotsprings escape Phone: 250 448 6111

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Thursday Ladies
Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Restaurant hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4-8 pm.
Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.ca. 9 holes $30 + tax 18 holes $45 + tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7241
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 35 course with spectacular views and
well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a licensed
patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 holes - $22.00 18 holes - $33.00. Power
cart - 9 holes $20 - 18 holes - $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250.265.8888 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October 1
with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori Korkola,
Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus other fine artists
represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4
pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday. Visit hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the
Valley Voice for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works of
Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive line
of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about the
human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also offering
timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River Road, north
of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.
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Stats show Kaslo deserves more long-term care beds

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
People lobbying for more
long-term care beds in Kaslo
have written to their local MLA
to say recent data released by
Statistics Canada supports their
case.
Kaslo’s Health Select
Committee and Village council
have written to MLA Brittny
Anderson asking for her
assistance to get the issue out
of limbo.
“Recently released 2021
census data… adds compelling
weight to our concerns that Kaslo
and Area D are underserved with
respect to our local (close to
home) residential care facility,”

states a June 14 letter signed
by Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat.
“We believe that this deserves
your attention and we ask that
you encourage Minister Dix and
Interior Health Authority to work
with us to fill this serious and
growing gap in services.”
The census data shows that
Kaslo’s demographics are aging
fast and growing in number. From
the 2016 census to the 2021 count,
the number of residents over 65
in Kaslo and Area D rose from
660 people to 835. Seniors now
constitute 33.3% of the local
population (up 4.7% since 2016).
That’s compared to Nelson’s
20.6% of the local population
being over 65 (a 1.9% increase

from the earlier census).
“The percentage increase in
the population of seniors (age
65+) was greater in Kaslo than in
any other municipal unit in your
riding!” notes Hewat.
The letter concludes by
asking Anderson for help with
positioning Kaslo to make the
case for more long-term care beds
within the existing system.
“What evidence is required
to confirm the need? What
planning can be completed in
advance?” Hewat asks. “Who
are the appropriate contacts at
the Ministry of Health or Interior
Health Authority that can work
with us to address these issues?”
The committee concludes

the letter by inviting the MLA
to meet with them to explore the
project further.
“We look forward to your
response and hope we can work
together to ensure access to care
for the rapidly growing population
of local seniors,” she concludes.

Missing letter

But Hewat warned at the
July 26 meeting of council that
the letter was the beginning of
a process that would likely take
years. She said that came clear
to her when she attended an
announcement for 75 new longterm care beds for Nelson in July.
“Nothing happens quickly,”
she said, responding to a
councillor’s question. “Hearing

from [Nelson] Mayor Dooley,
they started back in the 1990s
trying to get their beds. So it
was not a quick process, to get
significant funding.”
And almost to emphasize
the point, it turned out Anderson
never saw the June 14 letter they
were hoping would start the
process.

“I asked her about it, if she
had received our letter from
council… and she hadn’t received
it,” Hewat told council. “We’re
hoping to open discussions with
her. It will have to go political
first. Because if we don’t get the
money, it’s not going to happen.”
She said the letter was re-sent
and they are waiting for a reply.

submitted
A group of Kootenay doctors,
nurses and health care professionals
are sounding the alarm over climate
change and its impact on human
health. Doctors and Nurses for
Planetary Health - Kootenay
Boundary say a new report by their
organization called ‘CODE RED
for British Columbia’ is calling for
the government to declare a climate
and ecological emergency and
“make peace with nature.”
“It’s been over a year since
the heat dome in British Columbia
killed 619 people within just one
week,” notes a release by the group.
“It was the worst weather disaster in
Canadian history.”
They also note this year’s heat
wave in central Europe, with record
temperatures soaring above 40°C,
which claimed more than 1,000
lives in Portugal alone.
“The extreme urgency of the
climate crisis we are in cannot be
overstated. It is the biggest threat to
our health, and at the same time, our
greatest opportunity for improving
global health,” the organization’s
release says. “… Doctors and
Nurses for Planetary Health in the
Kootenays and on the coast see the
urgency of the climate crisis and
have prioritized our efforts to work
towards climate action and a just
recovery.” Code Red lays out the
extent of damage human-generated
greenhouse gas emissions are
causing all beings and the planet. It

also shows how specific climate and
ecological actions “will have clear
benefits for all people and natural
ecosystems, offering a path to a
more prosperous, just, and equitable
society.”
Among the demands, Code
Red urges government to act now
to declare a climate emergency, take
action on climate change, protect
and restore ecosystems and create
“broad, transformative change
focused on human well-being in
balance with nature.”
“Doctors, nurses and health
researchers are sounding the cry;
we are seeing the impacts in our
patients and around the world,” a
release from the group says. “Code
Red concludes that we have the
opportunity to vastly improve
our world. BC is positioned to
be a global leader in climate and
ecological policy and action.”
The group says the Clean BC
roadmap is a start, but it will take
every person, business, industry
and government to play a role in
implementing these plans.
The Code Red report is based
on a document published last year
by The Lancet medical journal
which demonstrated the relationship
between health and climate change.
The group was able to present the
document and discuss the issue with
Forestry Minister and local MLA
Katrine Conroy.
Code Red can be read at
doctorsforplanetaryhealth.com.

Regional health care group issues
report on climate change and health

Lawn Mowers &
Weed Wackers
New shipment of posts &
fencing has arrived!

Slogger garden boots, ankle
boots & shoes. Sun hats!
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, garden wagons, cement
& paving stones now in stock

We have all your
summer essentials,
mosquito repellant,
beach toys, river
floaties, sunscreen
Ladies’ ankle socks,
diabetic socks

Air conditioner units in
stock & all sale priced

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Hidden Garden Gallery offers a wealth of creative expression
submitted
The cheery barn doors of this
New Denver gallery welcome locals
and visitors alike as we enter the last
half of the summer season. Each of
the artists in our August series brings
a different vibe to the gallery walls.
Artist Lars Baggenstos presents
his chainsaw cut relief painting on
wooden panels, ink paintings and
sculptures starting August 12.
Born in Germany and educated
in Switzerland, Baggenstos spent
four years in the heart of the Bernese

Alps learning the tricks of the
wood-carving trade. His family
and life experiences instilled in
him an appreciation of wildlife, the
environment and artistic expression.
He now calls Rossland home. There
will be an opening reception on
Friday the 12th, from 7 to 9 pm.
Sabrina Curtis is a self-taught
acrylic landscape artist and a selfpowered adventure enthusiast. Her
exhibit, ‘Fruits of the Orchard,’ runs
August 16-21. Sabrina’s affinity
and deep respect for the natural

by Jan McMurray
The shoulder work on Highway
6 at the north end of New Denver
is expected to be completed by the
end of August, reports the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MOTI).
“The work being done in this
area includes asphalt resurfacing,
widening the shoulder to 1.5 metres,
and paving the shoulder to better
accommodate cycling and pedestrian
movement on Highway 6 in New
Denver,” a ministry spokesperson
said.
So far, the shoulders of the
highway have been excavated and
new gravel placed. Approximately
350 metres of Highway 6 from 7th
Avenue to the Carpenter Creek Bridge
will be paved as part of the project.

The work is part of the paving
contract on Highway 6 between
Summit Lake and Nakusp, on
various roads in Nakusp, and on
parts of Highway 31 between
Beaton-Armstrong Lake Bridge and
Sagacious Road. The contractor for
all of this work is Emil Anderson.
The cost of the paving work in the
New Denver area is about $135,000.
The overall project cost is about $8.1
million.
New Denver residents will
also have noticed that MOTI is
stockpiling riprap material at the
creekside property on the south side
of Carpenter Creek bridge. CAO
Lisa Scott reports that this riprap will
be used for the Village’s dike repair
project, once the Village gets approval
to proceed.

submitted
Winlaw’s fire and ambulance
services are hosting a 40th anniversary
celebration at the fire hall on August
27 from noon till 4 pm.
“We’re planning an afternoon
of fun and food to mark this
anniversary,” says Winlaw Fire Chief
Stephanie Whitney. “Paramedics and
firefighters have been working hand
in hand to save lives and property
in this valley for 40 years, and this
will be a reunion and celebration for

current and retired member of both
services.”
This family-friendly event will
include an open house, a barbecue
and some entertainment. There will
be free hot dogs for kids, and free
food and drink for all current and
retired paramedics and firefighters.
All others are encouraged to make
a donation, with proceeds going
to WHAMS (Winlaw Highways
Accident Management Society) and
Ankors.

Improvements coming to
Highway 6 in New Denver

Winlaw fire/ambulance celebrates 40 years

Village of
New Denver

PUBLIC NOTICES

Village of New Denver’s Website

All public notices, updates and information are on the
Village of New Denver website. Please check the website
regularly for the latest information on things like water
restrictions, fire bans, etc. Visit www.newdenver.ca
115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

world stems from a life of exploring
mountainous terrain around the
world, including the Kootenays,
where she has lived and found
inspiration for the past 20 years.
Three years ago, she became
a resident of the Orchard
neighbourhood in New Denver just
days before her life took a drastic
pivot due to a traumatic brain injury,
and art became the unexpected silver
lining during her recovery. In 2020,
she put brush to canvas for the first
time in her life as a therapeutic outlet
and she has not stopped since.
Sabrina’s show expresses
appreciation for the area that has
given her so much throughout this
life-changing experience. Her work
showcases vivid local landscapes
celebrating the natural beauty and
abundance whether looking outward,
inward or exploring beyond the
Orchard.
Sabrina is hosting an artist
reception on Friday, August 19, 7-9
pm featuring the sounds of another
Orchard local, Dennis Patrick.
The next exhibit, by Sheri Salo,
fills the gallery from August 23 to
28. Sheri has been a fibre artist for
over 40 years. She’s had quilts in

several international shows including
Houston, Texas and Paducah,
Kentucky. Sheri states that quilting,
spinning and rug hooking, basically
anything to do with fibre, is fair game.
Sheri playfully describes taking
pieces of colour and creating
something as “so much fun.” Her
creative talents are expressed through
a wide array of material. Fabric,
thread and wool are employed.
Even credit cards are her tools. Now
that alone is intriguing. Please drop
by and see her exhibit, ‘Pieces of
Colours.’
The Hidden Garden Gallery is
located at 112 Slocan Avenue. The

9

gallery is open 10 am-3 pm, TuesdaySunday. For more information:
hiddengardengallery.ca.

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca
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Kootenay Lake Ferries book a historical treat
by Art Joyce
For thousands of years prior to
the building of the Roman roads,
humanity’s highways were rivers,
lakes, oceans and seas. It simply made
more sense – it was faster and less
labour-intensive to sail a craft along
known water routes. So it’s no surprise
that during the European settlement of
the Kootenays, the primary mode of
travel was by water. This made eminent
sense given the steeply mountainous
terrain, and the region’s Indigenous
peoples – the Ktunaxa and Sinixt –
had already been navigating Kootenay

waterways for thousands of years by
canoe. Explorer David Thompson
first charted the region in the late 18th
century from the seat of a canoe with
the help of Indigenous guides.
Then, with the advent of the
steamship era, the lakes and some of the
rivers of the Kootenays were traversed
by humble steam tugs and the more
majestic sternwheelers. Michael Cone’s
new book, Connecting the Kootenays:
The Kootenay Lake Ferries, does an
excellent job of capturing this era of
water transit. For settlers living along
the shorelines of Kootenay Lake, their

only communication and supply line
to the outside world came from these
steam-powered craft. Lake dwellers
would put up an agreed-upon signal
on the beach and the shallow-draft
steamboats would land to pick up or
deliver mail and supplies. You can
imagine the excitement of seeing one of
these gleaming white structures, some
of them with three or four decks topped
with the wheelhouse, arrive on your
lonely stretch of graveled shoreline.
Until the invention of the automobile
and the profound transformation it
wrought on transportation networks,

Kootenay roads were little more than
glorified pack trails, impassable to all
but the hardiest of souls. Sadly, the
impetus given to building proper roads
and linking them all together would
spell the end of the noble steamboat era
on Kootenay Lake. There was a brief
crossover period during which the old
steamboats such as the Nasookin, once
practically a floating four-star hotel,
were repurposed as car ferries. If you
were a Greyhound bus driver during the
1930s and ’40s, it would have taken a
great deal of stamina to watch as your
bus was chained across the bow of the
Nasookin for the crossing from Gray
Creek to Fraser’s Landing near Balfour.
During a storm, Kootenay Lake can
be as dangerous as the sea. But as the
price of automobiles became more
affordable to the average family, car
traffic exploded and a new and better
kind of ferry had to be sought.
Cone chronicles the history of
Kootenay Lake ferries from the
crossover era through a century of ferry
service up to the present with the stateof-the-art Osprey, launched in 2000.
This is a beautifully put together and
well-written book. The large, colour
format of Connecting the Kootenays is
a visual treat and its wealth of historical
photographs help the reader chart their
way through the chronology of the
ferries, even what to the untrained
eye would be subtle alterations to, for
example, the Nasookin and the more
modern Anscomb.
Like the best histories, the book
transports you back in time, giving
you an almost palpable sense of what

VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER
2022 GENERAL LOCAL ELECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:
ADVANCE ELECTOR REGISTRATION
The close of advance registration for the 2022 Village of New Denver General Election is at August 23, 2022.
Are you eligible to vote in the Village of New Denver 2022 Local Government elections for Mayor and Councillors?
Is your name on the current list of electors?
If you are not sure you can find out by calling or visiting the Village of New Denver Office located at 115 Slocan
Avenue, office@newdenver.ca or 250-358-2316. The office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday
(excluding holidays).

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
RESIDENT ELECTORS:
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the election or assent voting; and
· a Canadian citizen; and
· a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
· a resident of the [municipality or electoral area]; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent
voting and not otherwise disqualified by law.
NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTORS:
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the election or assent voting; and
· a Canadian citizen; and
· a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
· a registered owner of real property in the [municipality or electoral area] for at least 30 days immediately before
the day of registration; and
· the only persons who are registered owners of the property, either as joint tenants or tenants in common, are
individuals who are not holding the property in trust for a corporation or another trust; and
· not entitled to register as a resident elector; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent
voting and not otherwise disqualified by law; and
· if there is more than one registered owner of the property, only one of those individuals may, with the
written consent of the majority of the owners, register as a non-resident property elector.
LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS
Beginning August 30, 2022 until the close of general voting for the election on October 15, 2022, a copy of the list of
registered electors will be available for public inspection, at the Village of New Denver office, 115 Slocan Avenue in
New Denver, during regular office hours, Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
Before inspecting the list, a person must sign a statement that they will not inspect the list, make copies, or use the
information included in the list except for the purposes of Part 3 – Electors and Elections of the Local Government Act.
REQUEST TO OMIT OR OBSCURE
An elector may request that their address or other personal information about them be omitted from or obscured on the
list of electors. The elector must contact the Chief Election Officer or the Deputy Election Officer to make this request.
OBJECTION TO REGISTRATION OF AN ELECTOR
An objection to the registration of a person whose name appears on the list of registered electors may be made in
accordance with the Local Government Act until 4:00 pm on September 9, 2022. An objection must be in writing and
an objection may only be made by a person entitled to be registered as an elector of the Village of New Denver and
only on the basis that a person whose name appears on the list of electors has died or is not qualified to register as
an elector of the Village of New Denver.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on these matters, the following persons may be contacted:
Lisa Scott, Chief Election Officer at 250-358-2316
Taylor Attwood, Deputy Chief Election Officer at 250-358-2316
115 Slocan Ave • P.O. Box 40, New Denver BC V0G 1S0
Fax: 250-358-7251• Email: office@newdenver.ca

it would have been like to ride on a
sternwheeler cutting leisurely through
the waves of Kootenay Lake. The
reader learns a lot about the operations
of steamboats and ferries, especially
the critical roles played by deckhands
in assuring safe passage across this
mercurial inland sea. Even though I
grew up with two grandfathers who
worked on the Kootenay Lake ferries
– Roy Fisher, who worked as a relief
captain on the Anscomb, and Herb
Brown, an engineer on both the Balfour
and the Anscomb – like most people I
took for granted the work done by ferry
staff, with little conception of the vital
functions they fulfill. What may seem
a simple job – guiding vehicles onto
the ferry deck – is in fact an important
way of creating stability for the vessel
by ensuring the greatest weight is kept
over the ferry’s centre of gravity. These
skilled crews are a literal lifeline when
things go wrong.
C o n e ’s b o o k i s h i g h l y
recommended for anyone with an
interest in West Kootenay history or
steamboat history generally. Just as the
Mississippi had its classic era of the
sternwheel-driven riverboats, we had
our graceful era of steamboat travel in
Western Canada. And it’s a reminder
that newer is not always better where
technology is concerned. Newer ferry
technologies are probably safer and
certainly faster, but they will never
recapitulate the old-world elegance and
class of these steam-powered vessels
that were a literal lifeline to Kootenay
Lake residents prior to the development
of public highways.

IMAGE COURTESY MICHAEL A. CONE

Advance elector registrations will be accepted at the Village of New Denver office until August 23, 2022. Elector
registrations will not be accepted during the period of August 24, 2022 to October 14, 2022, but will be accepted on
voting days.
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The Nasookin, queen of the Kootenay Lake fleet during the heyday of steamboat operations
dominated by the CPR, approaching Procter on her morning run to Kootenay Landing.

In loving
memory of
Nadene Frances
Lindstein

Born in New Denver BC
April 26, 1973
Passed away June 22,
2022

Nadene is survived by her
common-law partner Pat White,
Daughter Gen (granddaughter
Kotomi), sons Satoshi & Jiro, mother
Kay, father Carl, sister Jen (Jack), nieces, Destiny & Rylynn and her
younger brother Bryan.
Nadene was a kind, caring & quiet soul. She enjoyed baking &
cooking. She loved her children & granddaughter. Nadene was close
to her parents & spent time with her mother Kay daily. Nadene will be
remembered in this community for her giant bubble & delicious popcorn!
On behalf of Nadene’s family, we would like to thank the community
for all of their support at this difficult time.

COMMUNITY

August 11, 2022 The Valley Voice

The Big Buzz at Elk Root Farm coming soon
submitted
A fundraiser for a not-for-profit
farm project near Winlaw promises
a late afternoon of fun. The Big
Buzz will take place at the Elk Root
Conservation Farm on August 28
from 4 to 8 pm.
The Big Buzz is a community
summer festival/fundraiser for the
group. This year will feature live
performances from international
recording artist Daphne Tse, joined
by guest musician Cooper Ladnier,
and the incredible Kootenay-rooted
successes Craig Beauchamp of the

Hillties, and Tenise Marie.
There’s plenty to do at the Big
Buzz. Delight in the beauty of Elk
Root’s stunning pollinator gardens
while on a guided garden tour, or
while checking out local vendors
and food trucks. Go on safari for
wild pollinators or savour honey at
Elk Root’s tasting stand.
And for fans of the best holiday
of the year, get ahead of the crowd by
picking out your favourite pumpkin
from the jack-o-lantern patch and
reserve it for pickup at Hallowe’en!
Not only do you not want to

miss out on all the fun, but you can
feel great about attending as all
admission proceeds (adult $12, senior
$10, kids by donation) go directly
to supporting the group’s newest
project, the Regenerative Educational
Community Food Gardens.
The project aims to increase
local food security for vulnerable
community members. Feel good
about supporting your community
while having a great time!
Elk Root Conservation is a
grassroots volunteer-driven notfor-profit organization that for

PHOTO CREDIT: ELIZABETH NEWMAN

Elk Root Conservation Interns, Katie and Beck, getting ready for the jack-o-lantern reservations at the Big Buzz Festival.

Alex Tilden (second from left) became the 1,000th person to join the Slocan Community Library
on Saturday, July 30. He received congratulations and a free year’s membership. Seema
(second from right) was already a member. Everyone in the family likes to read so volunteers
signed up Malo and Orion, as well as another family of five!
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five years has been empowering
and educating all ages in the West
Kootenay community and greater
BC to conserve the ecosystem and

protect all pollinators. It is located at
4010 Passmore Lower Road.
L e a r n m o r e : w w w.
elkrootconservation.org.

You have a Buddy in
Real Estate

Aaron Mathers
250.353.8419
aaronpmathers@gmail.com
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Thinking of running for municipal office? Ask yourself these questions…
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
People thinking of running for office
in this year’s local elections may want
to take heed of a former mayor and
leadership consultant: look deep inside
before you throw your hat in.
“I think probably the most important
leadership competency that’s going to
be required in this current environment
is ‘courage,’” says Christina Benty.
“Courage, and emotional regulation.”
Benty, who was the first female
mayor of Golden, now runs a

consulting agency, Strategic Leadership
Solutions, which works with municipal
governments. She’s conducting a
‘Candidate Readiness Workshop’ in
Castlegar on August 24. The event,
which is being held both in-person
and as a Zoom meeting, is being
sponsored by the Regional District of
Central Kootenay and local municipal
governments.
“I think these days we are getting
good people with big hearts who want
to do a good job,” says Benty of the
kind of people who stand for councils.
“But it takes more than that. It takes
skill building to be change-agents in
the system.”
This is the third cycle of local
government elections that Benty has
held the workshop, and she says a lot
has changed over the last 10 years or
so. Between the pandemic, inflation,
climate change, and housing, people
are looking more and more towards
municipal government to support them.
“I think public expectations are
growing around what local government
should be doing and is doing,” she says.

“So it feels like the complexity of the
role [of public office] has increased.”
As well, senior levels of government
have offloaded services and increased
governance demands on local
politicians, complicating the day-today business of government. And adding
to those pressures, social media has
only intensified scrutiny – and lowered
the overall level of public discourse in
society.
So today’s politician has to at least
comprehend the basics of economics,
budgeting, labour law, actuary tables,
and risk management – as well as how
to serve pancakes at the Canada Day
breakfast.
“Contextual intelligence is really
key, being able to navigate complexity,”
she says. “But it’s not just understanding
the technical aspects of the job – there
are the relational aspects, emotional
intelligence matters. Mental fitness
matters – being able to distill complex
information and be willing to make
difficult decisions.”

Learning a key

Today’s local politician has to
be willing to learn, willing to admit
mistakes, and willing to work with
others, says Benty. Those are all longstanding attributes of good leaders.
But Benty says what a candidate
thinks is not as important as how they
think. She says it’s key that people go
into the job ready for the intellectual
challenge. You’ll be responsible
for running a multi-million-dollar
corporation, and decisions you make

can affect generations to come, for
good or ill.
“You generally get a group of
well-meaning people around the table,
but good intentions aren’t enough
anymore,” chuckles Benty. “You have
to be willing to do the work that is
appropriate, to build those relationships,
build the technical skills and relational
currency… to be able to look at layers
of information and set aside your biases
and preconceived notions about how the
system works, and be willing to learn.”
Building relations with staff,
building trusting relations with your
council or board colleagues, and learning
how to deal with conflict are also
crucial. And she cautions that foregoing
team-building or conflict management
exercises can create problems that can
derail civic governments.

‘Am I a learner?’

Candidates should also consider
the real pressures they’re going to face
in the community and online. No local
politician has ever gone to the grocery
store and not been buttonholed by a voter
looking for information or to give their
opinion. But now virulent attacks can be
generated and multiply in social media,
and online pressure may be putting
some potential candidates off the idea
of running.
“I think it’s important to realize
now that our current environment of
polarization and divisiveness isn’t
serving us, and let’s come back to what’s
important,” she says. “We all want
the same thing. We can come at it in

different ways. In general, we want basic
services met collectively, and we want
to live in communities that are attractive
and thriving, where there’s a sense of
community and collective responsibility
to one another.”
That will take leaders with
flexibility, curiosity, and a willingness
to set aside the natural tendency to hit
back when attacked.
If none of that gives you pause, then
you may want to consider attending
Benty’s workshop on the 24th. She says
despite the pressures and complexities,
it’s still a great feeling to help be a leader
in your community.
And the one question a would-be
candidate should ask themselves?
“Am I a learner?” says Benty
simply. “Am I willing to put the time
and energy it takes to both learn how to
do the job, the intellectual preparation
and engagement, but also the relational
engagement into the job?”
It’s not clear how many people in the
West Kootenay are asking themselves
those questions… with a little more than
a month to go before the campaigning
starts, few people have indicated they’re
interested in running. An email survey
sent out by the Valley Voice asking local
politicians if they planned to run again
only got one positive response from 25
Village councillors.
Potential candidates can pick up
their nomination papers at their local
municipal office now. The deadline for
submitting your papers is September 9.
Election day is October 15.
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Release goes smoothly, caribou moms and calves back in wild
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
People trying to save an
endangered caribou herd are calling
this year’s maternity pen experiment
a success, and are already looking at
ways of improving the project for
next year.
On July 22, the Arrow Lakes
Caribou Society (ALCS) released
seven females and six calves they’ve
been keeping secluded and protected
in a maternity pen, constructed
above the hot springs in Nakusp.
“One by one, the group exited
the pen,” states an ALCS news
release. “As soon as they were all
out of the pen, they quickly realized
they could run and found a trail up
Raven Creek to travel together. The
caribou had left the pen and started
travelling up to the alpine by 5:30

am on Friday.”
“The caribou have started to
go their separate ways,” says Erin
McLeod, the project coordinator and
lead shepherd for the ALCS. “Some
are approximately seven kilometres
from the pen, others are making their
way back to their usual ranges and
are 17-25 kilometres from the pen.”
McLeod says the animals will
stay up in the high country until
the fall. Then they’ll head to lower
elevations, when the snowpack
allows them to reach lichen in the
trees.
“It’s incredible to see the
distances and terrain they can cover
in a short amount of time, especially
the calves,” she says.
The seven pregnant females
and one yearling were captured in
March, and taken to the 6.6-hectare

(16-acre) pen, where they were fed
prime caribou fodder and protected
from predators. One mother in the
pen died of infection after having a
stillborn calf. But overall, McLeod
says the animals did well.
“The pen facility proved to be an
excellent location to house caribou
and they seemed to enjoy every inch
of the pen,” she says. “Our weight
recordings of the caribou throughout
penning showed that they all gained
weight and had an improved body
condition by the time of release.”
But life is still precarious for the
Southern Mountain Central Caribou
herd, which number only about two
dozen animals. And using tracking
collars, they’ve determined that one
calf may have died since its release
in July. It’s not known at the moment
what happened.

“Cows and calves all have GPS/
VHF radio collars for monitoring
that show us their locations and tell
us if there’s a potential mortality
(signalled by a lack of movement),”
says McLeod. “GPS data shows
that all other calves are with their
mothers.”
But the true success of the
program won’t be known for at
least 10 months. That’s when
the provincial Caribou Recovery
Program, which does the tracking,
determines how many of the calves
have survived.
Still, the ALCS is considering
the project a success this year, and
plan some tweaks to improve the
females’ stay next year.
“We learned a lot this year,”
McLeod says. “We plan to pile
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even more snow next year since
the caribou seemed to really enjoy
it, especially when temperatures
were high. We’re going to hopefully
improve our camera monitoring
system so we can have more cameras
inside the pen in areas that we’ve
learned the caribou like to use; and
we’d like to collect extra lichen for
next year so we can increase the
amount of lichen being fed to the
caribou prior to release, to wean
them off of the pellet feed a bit.”
McLeod says the shepherds,
veterinarians, ALCS and ministry
s t a ff a l l w o r k e d v e r y w e l l
together to ensure there was clear
communication and coordination.
And she thanked the community and
sponsors for their support in funding
the $450,000 program.

3-bedroom Home with Guest Cabin $650,000 in Winlaw

Own 21.56 acres of usable land with a solid 3-bedroom one-bathroom home
plus a bonus guest cabin! Lots of places to park with a carport and a detached
double garage/shop. The home is open with lots of natural light and a cozy
wood burning stove.

The seven female caribou and their six calves were released from the maternity pen near Nakusp on July 22.

That’s more like it: July weather finally hot, dry
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
You can forgive some Kootenay
gardeners for despairing at the start
of July. After months of a cool,
wet, delayed spring, the new month
started with – more of the same.
“An upper trough stalled over
the west coast for the first ten days
of the month, sending showers and
thundershowers towards the area,
while temperatures for the most part
held below seasonal normal,” says
Southeast Fire Centre Fire Forecaster
Jesse Ellis in a monthly weather
summary. With the exception of
one short shower, the entire month’s
rainfall fell during the first ten days,
he says.
But that’s where spring ended.
Around mid-month, the clouds
departed and someone turned the
thermostat up.
“A strong upper ridge approached
from the west towards the end of
the month bringing hot and sunny
conditions,” says Ellis. It started to
dry out fast too, with the month’s
total rainfall ending up about half
of normal.
The sudden turn to summer saw
three new daily max temperature
records either tied or broken: on the

27th (38.4°C, 28th (39.5°C), and
29th (39°C).
Despite the cool beginning, the

extended heat wave pushed up the
month’s temperature average to
about 2.2 degrees above normal.

Log Home Living on the East Shore $500,000

Enjoy seasonal or year-round worry free living in this well-cared for cozy 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom log home. You are perched in the trees among the community
of Boswell; yet without the worries of private water and septic.

5 flat Acres 20 mins
to Nelson $790,000
Absolutely magical property with just under 5 acres of usable flat farm land backing
onto treed crown land. This property includes a 3-bedroom one-bathroom home
with an additional fully serviced potential building site/pad. The pad has water and
septic hook-up with underground power. The pad has its own legal address and
includes a C-can with power set up for storage and a shop.

Sarah Rilkoff
Realtor®
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path
Realty
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Village of Silverton

COMMUNITY

Public Notice

Nominations for the offices of:

2000 GENERAL LOCAL ELECTIONS
NOTICE OF NOMINATION

MAYOR – ONE (1)
COUNCILLOR – FOUR (4)
will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a designated person, as follows:
By hand, mail or other delivery service:
Silverton Village Office
From 9:00 am on Tuesday, August 30, 2022
421 Lake Ave, PO Box 14
To 4:00 pm on Friday, September 9, 2022
Silverton, BC V0G 1S0
By fax to: 250-358-2321
From 10:00 am on Tuesday, August 30, 2022
To 3:00 pm on Friday, September 8, 2022
By email to: elections@silverton.ca
Originals of faxed or emailed nomination documents must be received by the Chief Election Officer by 4:00 pm on Friday, September 16, 2022. Interested persons can obtain information on the requirements and procedures for making nominations
including nomination forms at the Silverton Village Office beginning at 10:00 am on Tuesday, August 16, 2022.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
A person is qualified to be nominated, elected, and to hold office as a member of local government if they meet the following criteria:
· Canadian citizen;
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day October 15, 2022;
· resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day nomination papers are filed; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election in British Columbia or
being nominated for, being elected to or holding the office, or be otherwise disqualified by law.
CAMPAIGN PERIOD EXPENSE LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022general local election, the following expense limits
for candidates during the campaign period apply:
Mayor 		
$10,797.83
Councillor		
$5,398.92
THIRD PARTY ADVERTISING LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local elections, the following third party
advertising limits apply:
Directed Advertising 				
$809.84
Cumulative Advertising			
$161,967.47
For further information on campaign period expense limits and third party advertising limits, please contact Elections BC:
Toll-free phone: 1-855-952-0280
Email: lecf@elections.bc.ca
Website: www.elections.bc.ca/lecf
ADVANCE ELECTOR REGISTRATION
Non-Resident Property Electors:
Advance Non-Resident Property Elector registrations will be accepted at the Village of Silverton office, 421 Lake Ave until August
23, 2022. Non-Resident Property Elector registrations will not be accepted during the period August 24, 2022 - October 17, 2022
but will be accepted on voting days and in conjunction with mail ballot voting.
Resident Electors:
Silverton residents who appear on the Provincial Voters List are automatically registered to vote in the 2022 General Local Election.
Online registration is available until August 17, 2022 through the Elections BC website at www.elections.bc.ca Registration will
also be available at the polling station on voting days and in conjunction with mail ballot voting.
ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
Resident Electors:
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the election or assent voting; and
· a Canadian citizen; and
· a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
· a resident of the [municipality or electoral area]; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent voting and
not otherwise disqualified by law.
Non-Resident Property Electors:
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the election or assent voting; and
· a Canadian citizen; and
· a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
· a registered owner of real property in the [municipality or electoral area] for at least 30 days immediately before the day
of registration; and
· the only persons who are registered owners of the property, either as joint tenants or tenants in common, are individuals
who are not holding the property in trust for a corporation or another trust; and
· not entitled to register as a resident elector; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent voting and
not otherwise disqualified by law; and
· if there is more than one registered owner of the property, only one of those individuals may, with the written
consent of the majority of the owners, register as a non-resident property elector.
LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS
Beginning August 30, 2022, until the close of general voting for the election on October 15, 2022, a copy of the list of registered
electors will be available for public inspection, at the Village of Silverton office, during regular office hours, Tuesday to Thursday, excluding statutory holidays.
Before inspecting the list, a person must sign a statement that they will not inspect the list, make copies, or use the information
included in the list except for the purposes of Part 3 – Electors and Elections of the Local Government Act.
REQUEST TO OMIT OR OBSCURE
An elector may request that their address or other personal information about them be omitted from or obscured on the list of
electors. The elector must contact the Chief Election Officer or the Deputy Election Officer to make this request.
OBJECTION TO REGISTRATION OF AN ELECTOR
An objection to the registration of a person whose name appears on the list of registered electors may be made in accordance
with the Local Government Act until 4:00 pm on September 9, 2022. An objection must be in writing and an objection may only
be made by a person entitled to be registered as an elector of the Village of Silverton and only on the basis that a person whose
name appears on the list of electors has died or is not qualified to register as an elector of the Village of Silverton.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on these matters, the following persons may be contacted:
Catherine Allaway, Chief Election Officer at elections@silverton.ca or 250-358-2200
Janet Boisvert, Deputy Chief Election Officer at jboivert@silverton.ca or 250-358-2472
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Refresh underway for the Lancet
historic boat in New Denver
by Margaret Scaia, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Lancet, the historic pleasure
boat at the Silvery Slocan Museum in
New Denver, is being freshened up.
“However lovingly the Lancet was
restored, the years have taken their
toll,” said Henning von Krogh, Silvery
Slocan Historical Society president.
Heat, ice, snow, and wind have
dulled the bright white paint and
topsides. The brightwork on the rubstrakes, floorboards, and the canvascovered decks have also taken a
beating over the years.
After consulting with several
boat historians who specialize in
restoration, the society decided to
first sand and repaint the exterior
planking. Last month, the Lancet and
the cribbing it is resting on was raised
slightly so that volunteers could get
under the boat and access the planking.
The Lancet’s refresh project will
be done in phases. The next step will
be to sand the topsides, varnish, and
replace or repair the canvas decks.
Ultimately, the society wants to place
one of its inboard two-stroke engines
back in the rear of the boat by the
propeller shaft.
The boat was built by Dr. J. E.

Brouse in the attic of the old hospital
in New Denver in 1906/07. These
pleasure-built motor launches were
very popular in their day. Von Krogh’s
book, Early Boats on Slocan Lake,
says they were “frequently built locally
and boat houses lined the shore from
Bigelow Bay to New Denver and
Silverton.”
The Silvery Slocan Historical
Society rescued the derelict Lancet
from north of Nemo Creek in 1995.
It was restored in 2006-07 and placed
on cribbing in the courtyard of the
museum along with interpretive
signage. Von Krogh’s book says the
Lancet is probably “the only Kootenaybuilt wooden motor launch known to
have survived to the present.”
If you are interested in the history
of this boat and its restoration, visit the
museum at the foot of New Denver’s
main street. You may see the Lancet
refresh in progress! In the courtyard
(beside the Apple Tree), you will
find some informative signage with
pictures depicting the Lancet in
its heyday – and its ‘sympathetic’
restoration in 2007. Unfortunately,
restoring the craft to ‘water-going’
status was beyond the resources of
the society.

Volunteers Jack Loustaunau, Margaret Scaia and Henning von Krogh take a break from
sanding and painting the historic Lancet at the Silvery Slocan Museum in New Denver.
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RDCK implements higher water restrictions
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The continuing run of hot, dry
weather has prompted local governments
to call on residents in several communities
to do more to conserve water.
On July 26, the Regional District of
Central Kootenay implemented Stage
2 water conservation measures in the
communities of Edgewood, Woodland
Heights (near Kaslo) and South Slocan.
In Edgewood, “[t]he system
is experiencing high water use and
declining reservoir levels,” a news
release issued by the RDCK stated. “As
a proactive measure for the anticipated
extended hot weather and high levels of
demand, the Edgewood Water System
requires users to conserve water.”
In South Slocan and Woodland
Heights, the measures were needed due
to high water demand and heat warnings
being issued by Environment Canada.
“The extended hot and dry weather
forecasted for the region has prompted
the RDCK to be proactive with these

water systems that have historical supply
and demand concerns,” said Jason
McDiarmid, RDCK Water Utilities
Manager.
Under Stage 2 measures, the
watering of lawns, gardens, trees and
shrubs is only permitted between 6
and 10 am and 8 and 10 pm. However,
gardens, trees and shrubs can be handwatered with a hose or watering can
anytime.
Officials said the Stage 2 water
conservation measures will remain
in effect until further notice, and
caution that even more strict measures
may be required if demand increases
significantly, or the hot and dry weather
continues.
Other communities in the region
have also implemented water restrictions.
Nakusp, New Denver and Kaslo are at
Stage 1 conservation measures, while
Silverton and Slocan have ordered
restrictions related to the use of automatic
sprinklers.
“Our water plant monitor is showing

Campfires prohibited in the
Southeast until further notice
submitted
The continuing hot, dry spell has
prompted further restrictions to fires
in the outdoors.
On August 4, the provincial
government’s Wildfire Service
announced that campfires will be
prohibited throughout the Southeast
Fire Centre’s jurisdiction to help
prevent human-caused wildfires and
protect public safety. “The fire danger
rating in the region is generally High
to Extreme,” notes a BCWS release.
As of August 4 at noon, campfires
were banned, as well as Category 2
and 3-sized open fires, which were
banned earlier this summer. The ban
also prohibits fireworks, sky lanterns,
burn barrels, burn cages, air curtain
burners, binary exploding targets,
tiki and similar torches, and use of
chimineas, outdoor stoves and other
portable campfire apparatus that are
not CSA- or ULC-approved.

“These prohibitions apply to all
public and private land unless specified
otherwise (for example, in a local
government bylaw),” the release states.
“Please check with local government
authorities for any other restrictions
before lighting any fire.”
The campfire prohibition will
remain in effect until the public is
otherwise notified.
Anyone found in contravention of
an open fire prohibition may be issued
a ticket for $1,150, required to pay
an administrative penalty of $10,000
or, if convicted in court, fined up to
$100,000 and/or sentenced to one
year in jail.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Please join us at the Bosun Hall on August 17th
at 2 pm to celebrate the long and full lives
of Sheila and Trevor Harrop, long-time
New Denver Residents. Have a cup of tea
and share your memories and stories
of our wonderful friends with
children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren and all those
who cared for them.

The

Valley
VOICE

is looking for a

REPORTER

Part-time to start, with possible opportunity to move to full-time
Work from home or our New Denver office
Experience in community news reporting a definite asset
Email resume to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

high water use during the night hours,
which indicates sprinklers are being left

on overnight,” the Village of Slocan said
in an online post. “We rely on this period

to allow our reservoir to refill. Please
ensure sprinklers are turned off at night.”

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.10 (Arrow Lakes)
2022 GENERAL SCHOOL ELECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:
NOTICE OF NOMINATION
Nominations for the offices of:
Trustee Electoral Area 		
Eastern Attendance Zone		
TEA #1				
				
				

Trustee electoral area description:			
Villages of Silverton, New Denver
and part of Electoral Area H of Regional
District of Central Kootenay (Rosebery, Hills,
Sandon-Enterprise Creek to Bonanza Creek)

Central Attendance Zone		
TEA #3				
				
				
				
				
				

Village of Nakusp, part of Electoral Area H
(Bonanza Creek-Summit Lake), part of
Electoral Area K (Box Lake to Arrow Park
Cenotaph to Halcyon Hot Springs) of
Regional District of Central Kootenay and
part of Electoral Area B (Halcyon Hot Springs to
Trout Lake) of Columbia Shuswap Regional District

One

Southern Attendance Zone		
TEA #2				
				

Part of Electoral Area K of Regional District of
Central Kootenay (Burton, Fauquier, EdgewoodArrow Park Cenotaph to Wauchope Creek)

One

At Large Attendance Zone		
Villages of Silverton, New Denver, Nakusp, part of
TEA #4				
Electoral Area H, Electoral Area K of Regional District
				
of Central Kootenay, and part of Electoral Area B of
				Columbia Shuswap Regional District

# of trustees
One

Two

will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a designated person, as follows:
By hand, mail, or other delivery service:
School District# 10 (Arrow Lakes) Board Office
98 6th Avenue NW
PO Box 340
Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0		
By fax to: 250-265-2305
By email to:
sd10arrowlakeselections@sd10.bc.ca

From 9:00 am August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm September 9, 2022
Excluding statutory holidays and weekends
From 9:00 am August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm September 9, 2022
Excluding statutory holidays and weekends

Originals of faxed or emailed nomination documents must be received by the Chief Election Officer by 4:30 pm
on September 16, 2022
Interested persons can obtain information on the requirements and procedures for making nominations, including
nomination forms are available at the School District# 10 (Arrow Lakes) Board Office from August 16- September 2,
Monday-Friday 8:30-3:30 pm and from September 6-8, Tuesday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:30 pm and September 9 Friday,
8:30-4:00 or School District #10 (Arrow Lakes) website at www.sd10.bc.ca to the close of the nomination period.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
A person is qualified to be nominated, elected, and to hold office as a School Trustee if they meet the following criteria:
· Canadian citizen;
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day October 15, 2022;
· resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day nomination papers are
filed; and
· not disqualified under the School Act or any other enactment from voting in an election in British Columbia
or being nominated for, being elected to or holding office as a trustee or be otherwise disqualified by law.
CAMPAIGN EXPENSES LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local election, the following
expense limits for candidates during the campaign period apply:
Eastern Attendance Zone		
$5,398.92
Central Attendance Zone		
$5,398.92
Southern Attendance Zone		
$5,398.92
At Large Attendance Zone 		
$5,398.92
THIRD PARTY ADVERTISING LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local election, the following
third-party advertising limits apply:
Eastern Attendance Zone		
$1,250.00
Central Attendance Zone		
$1,250.00
Southern Attendance Zone		
$1,250.00
At Large Attendance Zone		
$1,250.00
For further information on the nomination process, please contact:
Rhonda Bouillet, Chief Election Officer 250-265-3638
Lynn Husberg, Deputy Chief Election Officer 250-265-3638
Inga Ivany, Deputy Chief Election Officer 250-365-3638
For further information on campaign period expense limits and third-party advertising limits, please contact
Elections BC:
			
Toll-free phone: 1-800-661-8683
			
Email: electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca
			
Website: www.elections.bc.ca

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Capacity of small forestry operators highlighted in report launched by NACFOR
by Jan McMurray
The challenges faced by small
operators in the forestry industry,
and recommendations on how to
address them, are very well laid
out in a report released this spring
called Small Forest Tenure Capacity
Building in the Kootenay-Boundary.
The report is the result of a research
project initiated by the Nakusp and
Area Community Forest (NACFOR).
“This research provides unique
insights into the struggles and
successes of small tenure holders and
small wood manufacturers across the
Kootenay-Boundary catchment area
and offers several recommendations
for next steps at the provincial,
industry and local levels,” the
report’s executive summary says.
The goal of the ongoing project
is to strengthen the capacity of
small forestry players, focusing on
the need to optimize value from log
products, utilize and minimize wood
waste, and increase harvesting and
manufacturing efficiency.
Hugh Watt and Frances Swan,

NACFOR managers, both sit on
the project’s volunteer steering
committee. “We initiated the project
because we see the day-to-day
capacity issues faced by NACFOR,”
said Watt. Swan added that the project
fits well with NACFOR’s mandates
to encourage local manufacturing
and provide local economic support.
The discussion on implementation
of the report’s 13 recommendations
has just begun. The project steering
committee was meeting this week to
get started. “The goal is to produce
some results, and this report gives
us a solid framework to work from,”
Watt said.
The research project involved
surveying and interviewing 33
small forest tenure holders and
nine manufacturers. Although this
represents only 39% of all small
tenure holders and 45% of all small
manufacturers identified in the
region, “the strength of this research
lies in the direct participation of
small tenure holders and small wood
manufacturers, particularly in the

individual interviews which allowed
them to provide unfiltered and
unlimited responses,” the executive
summary of the report states.
The recommendations are
divided into two groups: local and
provincial. Watt says the project
steering committee will most
likely choose to focus on the local
recommendations. “The provincial
recommendations are a bit of a longer
game and maybe better handled
through trade organizations,” he said.
Some of the challenges
articulated by project participants
include lack of consistent access
to fibre, shortage of workers/
contractors, pricing (finding the right
price or knowing what to charge),
industry requirements that result in
a lot of waste wood, and barriers to
utilization of that waste wood (no
markets or value-added opportunities
for wood waste).
“Small tenure holders and small
wood manufacturers feel as if they
are being squeezed out of the market
by the Province and the large mills,”

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP

2022 GENERAL LOCAL ELECTIONS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:
Nominations for the offices of:

NOTICE OF NOMINATION
MAYOR- ONE (1)
COUNCILLORS- FOUR (4)

will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a designated person, as follows:
By hand, mail or other delivery service:
Village of Nakusp
By fax to: 250-265-3788
By email to: amhogg@nakusp.com

From 9:00 am Tuesday, August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm Friday, September 9, 2022
From 9:00 am Tuesday, August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm Friday, September 9, 2022
Originals of faxed or emailed nomination documents must
be received by the Chief Election Officer by 4:00 PM Friday,
September 16, 2022

Nomination forms are available at the Nakusp Village Office from 9:00 AM Tuesday, August 2, 2022 to 4:00 PM
Friday, September 9, 2022 (closing of nomination period).
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
A person is qualified to be nominated, elected, and to hold office as a member of local government if they meet the
following criteria:
· Canadian citizen;
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day Saturday, October 15, 2022;
· resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day nomination papers are filed and;
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election in British
Columbia or being nominated for, being elected to or holding the office, or be otherwise disqualified by law.

the report says. “Many expressed
frustrations with new regulations,
deferrals and policies that limit their
ability to do business.”
One recurring theme is the
desire for small operators to work
together – to pool resources and share
knowledge.
“There were no surprises in the
results of the research,” Watt said,
“but it provides reassurance that
these issues are widespread and
small operators are dealing with the
exact same issues. It’s frustrating,
but it also points to the potential for
common solutions.”
Some of the local
recommendations are to create a
log and lumber exchange, create an
outlet for the disposal of hog/bark,
establish a small forest operators’
network, create positive publicity,
increase the availability of qualified
contractors through training, assess
the viability of a cooperative model
between wood manufacturing and
wood harvesting.

Some of the provincial
recommendations include to
establish a small-scale forestry
development fund, lobby BC Timber
Sales to pilot timber sales focusing
on smaller volumes, set up a pilot
project to create a sliding scale for
stumpage applied to salvage, and set
up a pilot project to increase the level
of thinning throughout the working
forest to maximize utilization and
small-scale selective harvests.
The project so far has been made
possible with funds from NACFOR,
RDCK Area K, Bell Lumber and
Pole and the Woodlot Product
Development Council. To navigate
this next phase – implementation of
the recommendations – the project
committee plans to hire a coordinator
to help manage the project and to find
more funding.
The research phase of the project
was coordinated by Corinne Tessier.
Tyler Hodgkinson and Beth Oldham
were hired to do the research and
write the report.

submitted
After a two-year hiatus, Toadfest
is back this summer at Summit Lake
Provincial Park near Nakusp. The annual
celebration of one of nature’s local
miracles takes place Wednesday, August
17 from 4 to 7 pm, and Thursday, August
18, from 9 am to 12 noon.
Toadfest is centred around the
annual migration of western toad
toadlets, who emerge from Summit
Lake and move to higher ground across
Highway 6.
It’s a free, fun, family event,
coordinated by the Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program (FWCP) with
support from the Province of BC. It’s
about connecting with, and raising
awareness about, local species, including
the western toad.
Toadfest is a great opportunity to
learn about the toads’ natural history,
life cycle and habitat needs – and to
get up close and personal with local
amphibians, insects and reptiles.
“We started Toadfest in 2010 to raise
awareness about the research and habitat

restoration projects we fund to support
western toads in the Summit Lake
watershed,” says FWCP’s Columbia
Region Manager, Crystal Klym. “There
are many partners working together to
help the toads – for example the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure has
recently installed a second purpose-built
toad tunnel under the highway.”
The event will feature door
prizes, lots of kids’ activities, and
many exhibitors including the Slocan
River Streamkeepers, Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, Arrow Lakes
Environmental Stewardship Society,
Okanagan Nation Alliance, Kootenay
Community Bat Project, Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society,
Trail Wildlife Association, and a native
bee specialist. It’s the only place where
you can buy Toadfest T-shirts, with all
proceeds going to local conservation
projects.
Parking is limited so please carpool.
For more information: 250-777-2591 or
fwcp.ca/toadfest.
The FWCP is a partnership between
BC Hydro, the Province of BC, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, First Nations and
public stakeholders, to conserve and
enhance fish and wildlife in watersheds
impacted by BC Hydro dams.

Come for the baby toads,
stay for the fun!

CAMPAIGN PERIOD EXPENSE LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local election, the following
expense limits for candidates during the campaign period apply:
MAYOR $10,797.83
COUNCILLOR $5,398.92
THIRD PARTY ADVERTISING LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local elections, the following
third party advertising limits apply:
Third party advertising limit
Mayor and Council $1,250.00
For further information on the nomination process, please contact:
Anna-Marie Hogg, Chief Election Officer 250-265-3556
Linda McInnes, Deputy Chief Election Officer 250-265-3689
For further information on campaign period expense limits and third party advertising limits, please contact
Elections BC:
Toll-free phone: 1-855-952-0280
Email: lecf@elections.bc.ca
Website: www.elections.bc.ca/lecf

CORRECTION
MEET MAGGIE

Maggie is a shy, sweet adult calico. She would
do best in a quiet home where she is the only
pet. Maggie likes to be petted and with patience
and time, Maggie will be purring happily in your
lap. Is your home the right FOREVER HOME
for our beautiful Maggie? Call PALS today at
250-265-3792 to find out more about Maggie.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

In the July 28 issue, in the article,
‘Nakusp-to-Okanagan medical bus to
run less frequently,’ we stated that the
medical bus was gifted to Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services by
Interior Health, who used to run it out
of the Arrow Lakes Hospital. In fact,
the current bus was gifted to ASLCS by
the Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary.
The medical run was established by
Interior Health, and when ASLCS took
over the run, IH gifted the previous bus
to ASLCS. However, when that bus
needed to be replaced, the auxiliary
stepped up and purchased the new
bus, and provided operating funds for
the first years.
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Rural healthcare decline a “significant public safety concern,” says advocate
submitted
A group concerned about rural
healthcare says the system is in crisis,
and healthcare is now “a significant
public safety concern” outside of urban
areas.
The BC Rural Health Network says
it has been overwhelmed with public
complaints, concerns, and reports of
serious health impacts that reduction of
services has created.
The group, which seeks better
health outcomes for all BC residents
through solutions-based approaches
with governments, says rural residents’
well-being is being affected every day by
the services being removed or reduced,
and facilities left understaffed.
“Our membership and the residents
of rural BC cannot continue to have
services taken or diverted to support
larger urban populations,” said Peggy
Skelton, president of the BCRNH. “BC

rural communities are continually used
as a buffer for staff shortages in larger
centres and the negative impact on rural
residents compounds.”
The long weekend was difficult
for many who needed care in many
communities in both rural and urban
areas, which are both affected by staffing
issues throughout BC. The heat added to
the load on the already faltering system,
she says.
“Imagine the situation where there is
an emergency and the nearest facility is a
considerable distance away, sometimes
hours away. You try to get to your health
care facility only to find the facility
is now on diversion,” Skelton noted.
“Furthermore, the ambulances that
transport people in an emergency are
now much further away from their bases.
Their ability to respond can increase by
hours, not minutes. It is unacceptable
and unsafe!”

Just a matter of time

New Denver Mayor Leonard
Casley has been fighting to keep his
community’s services for over 20 years
and says he has never seen the system
as bad as it is currently.
“Last week the Interior Health
Authority reduced our emergency
operating hours to 8 am-8 pm, seven days
a week – again and indefinitely – which
leaves our residents and surrounding
catchment without any nighttime ER,”
he says. “It is just a matter of time before
someone loses their life.
“Going into this last long weekend,
there was one available ambulance
attendant for our community, the
community of Nakusp and the entire
surrounding populations! They’re
moving our nurses to cover other sites
and that leaves us short.”
Residents of the Slocan Valley are
not alone in seeing reductions, a news

release from the organization says.
Skelton says from the tip of Vancouver
Island, through the rural communities in
the far north, the situation is similar and
with the same causes becoming clear.
“It’s province-wide and it’s getting
worse. The centralization of services
cannot include the centralization of
the management of services,” she
says. “When centralization occurred
and communities lost their control
of their own facilities, we saw an
immediate change within rural BC.
Community-involved management
ensures community know-how is put
into play.”
She says rural communities need
their administrator of a local hospital or
emergency care facility to be accountable
to that community. Then, “you can
guarantee that nurses, physicians, and
healthcare providers generally, wouldn’t
be shipped out to larger centres to fill a

gap while leaving their community with
no services,” she predicts.
“We also seem to have forgotten
about the benefit of our volunteer base,
many of whom feel ignored,” Skelton
added. “We need to support these
essential workers as well. Communitylevel input on health needs to return.”
Skelton says the BC Rural Health
Network’s members and rural residents
have solutions to many of the problems
and need to be involved more directly
in the healthcare system. She says
investment in grassroots community
programs, investment in recruitment of
rural students into healthcare, investment
in new approaches, investment in rural
participation in health generally is not
happening.
“This is causing major problems for
rural communities, but the lack of rural
investment impacts the well-being of us
all,” she said.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

NAKUSP & AREA

Key to a thriving local economy

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Jones Boys Boats

Kelowna’s Brok Boys and Victoria’s Hemp & Company, as well as Abaka of
Montreal and Effort’s of Toronto. And our bookshelves are chock full of the best
books from BC & Canada and from around the world. • Thanks for shopping
local – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Kaslo Hotel

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Kaslo Husky

Valley Voice

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check
our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict
sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and Wage
Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie Merrifield (250)
358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Bicycle sales and service

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Kaslo Mechanical

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE plus tools, hardware, housewares, camping supplies, propane,
ice, live bait, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% locally owned and
operated. Quality products, competitive prices, friendly and knowledgeable
service. 250-358-2293

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Silverton Camp Cafe

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Sunnyside Naturals

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 8 pm daily until September 4, then back to 8 am-7 pm Bottle
returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can with
others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are self
isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for you and
have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 250-358-2270
or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Open every day: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, 11a–3p • Our gazebo on
Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings please visit
RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: The latest in eco-fashion is now here from

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5 pm, Sundays 11 am-3 pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome. All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255

KASLO & AREA

18

The Valley Voice August 11, 2022

Kaslo council, July 26: Council to send anti-vax mandate letter to Province
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Kaslo council re-inserted itself
into the vaccine mandate debate with
a motion to send a letter to higher
levels of government calling on vax
mandates to be lifted for healthcare
workers.
The debate began when
Councillor Kellie Knoll, who’s voiced
opposition to public health measures
since the beginning of the pandemic,
asked council to reconsider a motion
from the Village’s Health Care Select
Committee.
That committee defeated a
motion on July 8 to send a letter to
the provincial health minister and
Interior Health officials “requesting
that vaccine mandates be lifted to
address the critical situation in health
care and medical support services.”

Since
Since1986
1986

Come see our sparkling sun
catchers, unique cards, summer
dresses and much more!
Open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Knoll said no one could deny the
healthcare system is under strain, and
he said with 5,000 qualified workers
not allowed to work because of the
mandates, the system needed to
adjust. He also warned councillors
that how they voted on this might
come back at them at the polls.
“The elections are coming up in
two months, and how you vote on this
will basically show the general public
at large whether you stand for an
inclusive, cooperative community, or
whether you stand for the mandates of
division, fear and a seclusion-future
system,” he told council.
The motion passed, but not all
councillors were on board. Councillor
Rob Lang reiterated his past feelings
on weighing in on public health
policy.
“I am totally unqualified to make
that decision,” he said. “I’m not a
healthcare professional and I trust
the people in charge to make the
right decisions and I cannot support
the motion.”
But Councillors Van Mill and
Leathwood supported the motion,
so the mayor, who sits on the health
committee, didn’t have to make her
vote known.
Knoll also removed a clause in
the original motion that included the
media in the letter’s distribution.
“The media doesn’t have to be
involved,” he said.

Gritty deal with YRB

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

The Village moved to formalize
its gentleman’s agreement with road
maintenance company Yellowhead
Road and Bridge to allow extraction
and crushing at the municipal gravel
pit.
The Village will sell the material to
YRB for $3 a cubic metre, in exchange
for winter sand for municipal use.
That’s a good rate for winter sand
for the road contractor, as the Village
standard rate is $5 a cubic metre. In
return, YRB will provide winter sand
for use by the municipality.
“The Village and YRB have
enjoyed a cooperative and mutually

Kaslo E-Kruise
Offering e-bike rental
and tours in the Kaslo
area
&

North Kootenay
Bike Repair

Providing repair of bikes and
e-bikes

beneficial working relationship and
an informal arrangement for access
to the pit for raw materials and winter
sand,” notes a report to council. “With
the Village having renewed its mine
permit for the pit last year, a more
formal arrangement is needed.”
The “more formal arrangement”
also ensures that the Village’s
obligations under the Mine Permit
are met, including that the contractor
have a certified mine supervisor
overseeing the operations to ensure
health and safety.
The motion passed easily.

Woodsmoke grant

The Village has renewed its

participation in a program to cut the
number of woodstoves burning in the
community.
The Community Wood Smoke
Reduction Program aims to improve
air quality and reduce health problems
attributable to wood-burning stoves
in homes. The program provides a
financial incentive for residents to
replace old, inefficient woodstoves
with new, efficient, EPA-certified
heating appliances.
Council agreed to add $100 per
unit to the existing grants offered by
the province and RDCK, up to a total
of five stoves. Councillor Van Mill
was the only one in opposition.

by Jan McMurray
Neil and Cheryl McKinnon opened
E-Kruise on Kaslo’s main street in
April this year.
“Since we were semi-retiring to
Kaslo, we were inspired to share what
we knew about the area and how cool it
would be to be able to do so on electric
bikes!” said Cheryl.
E-Kruise is an ecotourism agency,
offering adventures in the Kaslo area
with electric bike rentals and fullservice tours.
Neil also runs a bicycle repair
shop out of the back of the building
called North Kootenay Bike Shop.
He and the techs service all types of
bikes, including e-bikes. “I’ve always
been mechanically inclined and have
been fixing bikes since I was a kid,”
Neil said.
The couple is very familiar with
the Kaslo area and its trails. Neil
grew up in Kaslo, and he and Cheryl
vacationed here regularly over the
years. They moved here last year in
June.
Based in Kelowna before
moving to Kaslo last year, Neil was a
powerline technician and Cheryl was
a paramedic. For two summers, Neil
and his colleague rented bikes out of
the back of their trucks.
“I’ve learned a lot about electric
bikes over the last dozen years and
really wanted to share that with
friends and family here in Kaslo,”
Neil said. “Cheryl loves biking and
being outdoors and just happens to be
able to put together a mean charcuterie
board for our ecotours!”
The new businesses are a welcome

addition to the town. “We currently
have over 200 customers and have
been warmly welcomed with excellent
support from our community,” Cheryl
says.
“We had a great series of senior
rides that were very well received,”
Neil adds. “Those who came out were
excited that they were doing what they

Mayor Suzan Hewat will be
the Village’s rep on a committee
preparing a big party for the SS Moyie.
The historic paddlewheeler will
be celebrating it’s 125th birthday
in 2023. The ship, a designated
National Historic Site, is owned by
the Village of Kaslo and operated by
the Kootenay Lake Historical Society.
The SS Moyie is the number
one tourist attraction in Kaslo and
is currently undergoing restoration
work.

submitted
St Andrew’s United Church
in Kaslo is in the process of
transitioning to a community space,
with a focus on being a supportive
facility for many small segments
of society in our community, while

still maintaining the ‘Saddle-Bag
Ministry.’
Among the various Sunday
services presented this summer
was the wonderful Melody Diachun
Trio for a return engagement on
Jazz Fest weekend and a creative

hadn’t done in 40 years! It’s exciting
to see a hesitant person leave the shop
and return a confident bicyclist, high
fiving everyone.”
Neil says the bike shops in Nelson
have been a huge help in supplying
parts for the repair shop. He and Cheryl
are very grateful to all the area’s trail
builders, “who make our job easy.”

Cheryl and Neil McKinnon, owners of Kaslo E-Kruise, on an adventure near Kaslo.

News from the Pews of St Andrew’s

Only $5-$50
kaslo@ekruise.com • www.ekruise.com/kaslo/

Moyie appointee

E-bike rentals and tours available in Kaslo

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Front Street, Kaslo • 250-300-7923

Just one or two homeowners
typically take advantage of the
program annually.

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

theatrical presentation by Shana
Jones. These Sunday morning
gatherings are at 10 am, and will
continue throughout the summer
till Labour Day. The remaining
gatherings will be hosted by various
local and out-of-town service
presenters.
St Andrew’s provides space
for the Food Hub run by the
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society, and a meeting
place for numerous small
community group activities.
The recent extensive upgrades
within the sanctuary plus planned
ones on the agenda are impressive
and giving new life to this Kaslo
historic building.
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Sinixt artist a featured creator at this year’s Nelson Mural Festival
submitted
The fifth annual Nelson
International Mural Festival, August
12-14, shows the festival is becoming
a mainstay of the community
landscape, both physically and
culturally.
The festival this year will see a
full return to historic Baker Street;
where the arts will activate Hall
Street Plaza with spectacular staged
performances by friends from near

Wide Spot:
Traveling mercies
by Therese DesCamp

Last weekend, in company
with a large percentage of western
Canada, we stopped in Revelstoke.
It was a hot mess: trucks, boats,
trailers everywhere; long queues for
bathrooms, burgers and gas.
We were in the fuel line when
someone towing a huge boat
decided to back up from the pump,
an activity that snarled traffic as well
as tempers. While I was judging
that man with his behemoth toy,
someone else got out and helped
direct traffic. A travelling mercy, I
realized.
Later that day, I walked into a
crowded restaurant, dismayed by the
hordes of people and confused about
where to order. In my distraction,
I tripped over the lip at the door.
Hands reached out from every side to
catch me: travelling mercies, again.
I didn’t grow up with the term
‘travelling mercies.’ For me, it was
just a weird sentimental saying until
this summer. But in June, after years
of planning, George and I took the
trip of a lifetime. While the inspiring
parts included ancient cathedrals,
medieval villages, Atlantic puffins,
Stonehenge and 29,000-year-old
cave art, the difficult parts included
cancelled and delayed flights, a heat
dome, a rail strike, and COVID.
I find travel anxious-making. I
feel vulnerable away from home.

and far, and muralists will bring their
imagination, stories, and skills to the
walls of the Queen City.
With over 400 national and
international muralists applying to
take part in this year’s festival, 2022
promises to be yet another stellar
event.
One of the most exciting
participants is acclaimed Sinixt artist
Ric Gendron, who will be painting a
new mural on Hall Street. Gendron

I don’t particularly like to depend
on the kindness of strangers. Yet
the hotel staff who brought meals
when we were sick and isolated,
the guy who offered up his bus seat
when we were wobbly, the woman
who moved her shop tables so I
could exit the pedestrian mall into
which I unwittingly drove: all these
strangers were kind when they didn’t
have to be. I came to understand
these unexpected generosities as
‘travelling mercies.’ Travelling
mercies aren’t earth-shattering – a
smile, a kind action, a willingness
to forgive ineptitude. But these
unexpected acts can knit the world
together for someone who is sick, or
tired, or lost, or afraid.
Which brings me to this morning.
It’s August. Many of us are
working long, hot hours, have homes
full of visitors, are enduring long
lines at the grocery store, strangers
on our favourite beaches.
As I was standing in the kitchen
trying to remember whether I’d
brushed my teeth and when I’d
turned on the water in the garden,
our visiting teens were asking me
to help pick out an outfit, decide
on a hairstyle, look at a cute photo,
sort out what allergy medication was
needed and listen to a funny video.
When I finally made it to the
pharmacy, my mind was fried. I
didn’t greet the lovely human who
opened the door. I blathered about
how overwhelmed I was. I didn’t
even say “hello” until I’d anxiously
sorted out what I needed. When I
belatedly apologized for forgetting

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study,
bi-weekly services,
Tuesday 8 am meditation,
monthly Contemplative
in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you on-line—and in person.

is a member of the Arrow Lakes
Band (Sinixt) of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation
in Northeastern Washington, where
he lives and works. He creates
expressive paintings that blend
traditional Native American imagery
with bold colours.
His art includes his experiences
as a member of the Arrow Lakes
Band and his appreciation of
American popular culture such as the

these necessary social acts, I was
gently forgiven. Travelling mercies,
even when I’m not travelling.
There are a lot of us around right

Beat poets and American traditional
music, including jazz, blues, and
rock and roll.
Cultural vibrancy in Nelson
continues to flourish under the
festival’s engagement of street
artists, muralists, creators, and art
enthusiasts joining the festival from
the local, national, and international
art scene.
The festival is inclusive of all
cultures, genders, ages, and abilities.
now; a lot of us hoping for a little rest
in the middle of the mess. So thank
you, all, for the travelling mercies;
and may I pass them on.

THE DONATION
STORE HAS MOVED

to Kildare Street near the main street of
New Denver (Sixth Avenue). Please DO
NOT leave items at the former location at
Canco on Hwy 6.
Thank you for your attention to this!

The NDAC strives to create a barrierfree festival by hosting all events
at accessible public spaces and
offering all events and activities free
of charge.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:
NOTICE OF NOMINATION

Nominations for the offices of:
ONE (1) MAYOR AND FOUR (4) COUNCILLORS
will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a designated person, as follows:
By hand, mail or other delivery service:
Village of New Denver
115 Slocan Ave
PO Box 40
New Denver BC V0G 1S0

From 9:00 am, Tuesday, August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm, Friday, September 9, 2022

By fax to: 250-358-7251
By email to: corporate@newdenver.ca

From 9:00 am, Tuesday August 30, 2022
To 4:00 pm, Friday, September 9, 2022

Originals of faxed or emailed nomination documents must be received by the Chief Election Officer by 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, September 16, 2022
Interested persons can obtain information on the requirements and procedures for making Nominations
including nomination forms at the Village of New Denver Office located at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
or on the Village of New Denver website www.newdenver.ca
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
A person is qualified to be nominated, elected, and to hold office as a member of local government if they meet
the following criteria:
· Canadian citizen;
· 18 years of age or older on general voting day, October 15, 2022;
· resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day nomination papers are
filed; and
· not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election in British
Columbia or being nominated for, being elected to or holding the office, or be otherwise disqualified by law.
CAMPAIGN PERIOD EXPENSE LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local election, the following
expense limits for candidates during the campaign period apply:
			
MAYOR		
$10, 797.83
COUNCILLOR
$5,398.92
			
THIRD PARTY ADVERTISING LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2022 general local elections, the
following third party advertising limits apply:
Third party advertising limit $809.84
For further information on the nomination process, please contact:
Lisa Scott, Chief Election Officer 250-358-2316
Taylor Attwood, Deputy Chief Election Officer 250-358-2316
For further information on campaign period expense limits and third party advertising limits, please contact
Elections BC:
Toll-free phone: 1-800-661-8683
Email: electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca
Website: www.elections.bc.ca
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
7 REASONS TO END MASK
MANDATES for Good: A Guide for
Parents, Teachers, and All People: There
are concerns that mask requirements and/
or travel mask mandates will be reinstated
this fall and winter despite evidence that
they don’t work and are harmful. The
World Council for Health has prepared
a guide for parents, teachers, medical
professionals, and all people. It addresses
some common questions, gives guidance
and encouragement to those wishing
to advocate for themselves and their
dependents, and outlines seven solid reasons
to end mask mandates for good. https://
tinyurl.com/2njn2uj6
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGRAPHIC
GALLERY - featuring fine art photography
by Patrizia Menton. Now open! Located
at 123 Reiben Rd. in Hills, 16 km north
of New Denver. 250 358 2569, www.
patriziamenton.com

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
Great opportunity to become the proud
owner of the Valley Voice and a quaint
building on the main street of New Denver.
The paper is well loved and respected, still
going strong after 30 years. The business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. We would stay as long or as
little as you need us. We have absolutely
loved our life as newspaper people! Give
us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or
email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.
Yours, Dan & Jan.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY
is now accepting applications for the
2023 season. Please apply to: Exhibitions,
HGG, Box 201, New Denver, BC, V0G
1S0, by October 1, 2022. Along with a
brief description of your work, please list
the number of pieces, sizes and mediums
used, include a few photographs, CD or
flash drive with examples of your work.
For more information, visit us at www.
hiddengardengallery.ca

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad could
be here for only
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 +
A.M.GST
- 2 P.M.
$12.00

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open Every Day!
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Chartered Professional Accountant

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, WorkSafeBC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

H. A. Benson Inc.

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street,
Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET Come join us at Expo Park in the village of
Slocan. Featuring local farmers, artisans,
food, kids zone, and live music. Every
Saturday, 10 am-2 pm. June, July, and
August.
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Admission is by donation.
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share
at the break. Current COVID protocols
will apply.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am
to 1:30pm. This gem of a market offers a
bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
NEW DENVER’S HIDDEN GARDEN
GALLERY invites you to experience
artistic diversity. Lars Baggenstos’ exhibit
of painting and wooden sculptures runs until
August 14. Sabrina Curtis’ paintings show
August 16-21. That’s followed by Sheri
Salo’s exhibit of fibre arts and quilts. The
Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 112
Slocan Ave. The gallery is open 10 am-3 pm,
Tuesday-Sunday. For more information,
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
THE GIVE FROM THE HEART
BENEFIT: To raise legal fees for the
Argenta Face Arrestees - Inviting you to
join me on August 13, 10-4 at Argenta
hall. Local musicians and poets, Auction
(yew bow, incredible textiles etc.), Art and
textiles, sourdough bread and homemade
jam for sale! Come join the fun!
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY welcomes you to our AGM.
August 25, 2022 at 5 pm, Lucerne
Elementary Secondary School Garden
Gazebo. New Members Welcome!

The Valley Voice August 11, 2022

COME CELEBRATE 40 YEARS of the
Winlaw Fire Department and Ambulance
Station, August 27, 12-4 pm at the Winlaw
Fire Hall/Ambulance Station.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
presents upcoming August events! LIVE:
Aug 13-Clea Anais; Aug 14-Domesticated
Disputes; Aug 20-Don Macdonald; Aug
23-In the Alpine with Petra Hekkenberg;
ACTIVITIES: Aug 16-Ceramics,
Mushroom Houses; Aug 17-Pirate Ships
& Fairy Boats, Family Art Excursion; Aug
18-5 Rhythms Free Dance; Aug 20-Plein
Air Painting, Adult Art Excursion; Aug
24-Treasure Hunt & Map Making, Family
Art Excursion. For more information:
www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
2 BDR APT FOR RENT in downtown
New Denver. Adult-oriented housing. No
pets, no smoking. $1100 + util. per month.
Email Brett at kaslopharm@gmail.com

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your friendly
neighbourhood
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
MUSCOVY DUCKS FOR SALE. As a
pet, to raise, or to eat. $12/Female, $15/
Male. Call 250-358-2232. New Denver.
MUST SELL: 21-FOOT CAMPION
BOAT with Trailer - $4,000 OBO. BMW
X5 4-door car with extra tires - $2,000
OBO. Needs some work. Contact 250-7778898 or 250-265-8648.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

68-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
EXPERIENCED REPORTER wanted
at the Valley Voice. Part-time to start, with
possible opportunity to move to full-time.
Email resume to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
CAREGIVER NEEDED Monday to
Friday, 8 am-1 pm, Shutty Bench, 250661-5268.
PHARMACY ASSISTANCE NEEDED:
We have 3 pharmacies located in the
Kootenays: Castlegar, New Denver & Kaslo
and we are hiring for permanent full-time,
permanent part-time and on-call relief
positions. If you are a Pharmacy Technician,
Pharmacy Assistant or are interested in a
career in Pharmacy, we would love to hear
from you. We offer competitive wages, an
excellent company benefit plan and a great
group of people to work with. Please contact
us at kaslopharm@gmail.com with your
resumes and references.

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

COMMUNITY
HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life, Contact, admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

EDUCATION

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.
PARENTS: ARE YOU CONCERNED
about your child or teen’s unhealthy
relationship with digital media? Want to
connect with other parents dealing with
similar issues? Sarah: 250-353-1737 or
baiyaat@me.com

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

YOUNG LOCAL COUPLE need vacant
land. We are Raya and Tyson. We live
in downtown Kaslo. We would like to
purchase a lot near town to build our
homestead. Please email rayatyskaslo@
gmail.com. Thank you!

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters &
Wi-Fi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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REAL ESTATE WANTED

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
August 5,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

COMMUNITY
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Development of regional cannabis tourism industry explored in new report
by Timothy Schafer, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter, The Nelson Daily
Defining and refining the Kootenay’s
brand of cannabis could be the ticket for
growing and fostering the cannabis industry
and tourism in the region, according to a
new report.
Called Exploring Opportunities for

SERVICES

BOOKKEEPER PROVIDING FULLCYCLE ACCOUNTING SERVICES.
GST, Payroll, Corporate and Personal
Income Taxes. Over 20 years experience
with excellent references. QuickBooks
desktop and online versions. Contact
Caroline at booksbycaroline@gmail.com

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.

Cannabis Tourism in the Kootenay Rockies
– authored by Alicia Rattu, Tracey Harvey
and Sarah-Patricia Breen – the report, recently
released by Selkirk Innovates (Selkirk
College) and Kootenay Rockies Tourism,
seeks to establish a connection between the
cannabis products successfully grown in the
region for years, and attracting tourists.
Defined as travelling to a place due to
the opportunity to purchase cannabis legally,
cannabis tourism is considered a new market
for the hospitality and tourism industries.
In order to develop that market, the
report endeavours to manufacture a name
for the entire range of Kootenay Rockiesgrown cannabis products that “protects the
Kootenay brand and history” with the benefit
of economic diversification — between the
tourism sector and the cannabis industry —
due to a more stable economy in the rural
areas.
Cannabis tourism would “protect the
authenticity and brand of cannabis in the
Kootenay Rockies while lowering stigma;
an appellation framework could benefit the
region,” the report’s primary author, Rattu,
wrote in the executive summary.
Several inroads would have to be made
in forging the new market. Connections

between the cannabis and tourism industries
would be important, she explains, but so
would the “importance of respecting and
engaging with host communities.”
Respecting the host communities’
wishes for welcoming cannabis tourism into
their communities would be paramount,
said Kootenay Rockies Tourism Association
(KRTA) CEO Kathy Cooper.
“Understandably, this isn’t a one size
fits all but if we are to expand the visitor
economy, create unique visitor experiences
and drive revenues, niche sectors like this can
bring diversity of creative business models
and opportunities for entrepreneurs,” she
said in a release.
Harvey — who previously explored the
significance of cannabis and how legalization
has affected the region — agreed and felt the
cannabis industry could be a strong drawing
card for the tourism industry in the region.
“As the Kootenay region has long been
recognized for producing top quality cannabis
and hosting generations of production and
processing knowledge, the development
of tourism around this locally important
sector will not only help to preserve the
region’s global reputation and experience,
but also diversify and strengthen our rural

economies,” she says in the executive
summary for the report.
The report was funded by Kootenay
Rockies Tourism and Mitacs — a non-profit
national research organization — as one part
of a project to look at the opportunities and
challenges related to cannabis tourism in the
Kootenay Rockies region.
It summarizes what the region should
be mindful of when developing cannabis
tourism, Harvey explained, and what aspect
it could capitalize on in regard to cannabis
tourism. One of the major opportunities is
timing, with the proposal for a cannabis
tourism implementation model launching
during the shoulder season — the “off
season” for summer and winter tourism.

Cannabis tourism risks

There are many perceived risks
associated with establishing cannabis
tourism, including how cannabis is perceived
and treated across all levels of government,
through policies and by various organizations.
As well, on the ground level there is the
varied response and perception of community
residents as cannabis tourism is introduced,
and how the industry might be received as
the sales pitch is being made.
The rural nature of the industry could

also be considered a risk factor.
“Sufficient digital access is necessary
to improve the quality and safety of tourist
experiences,” the report noted. “Many farms
are in remote locations creating barriers of
entry for cannabis tourism operators due to
connectivity challenges.”
If the industry proves to be successful, it
could spawn an amenity migration driven by
a “green rush,” further complicating housing
issues in many Kootenay communities,
including availability and affordability due
to an influx of people.
On a global scale, indoor cannabis
cultivation and the tourism industry both
contribute to greenhouse gas emissions,
“posing a threat to environmentally
sustainable economic development,” the
report explains.

Kootenay Rockies opportunities

The report identifies current opportunities
in the Kootenay Rockies region as: cannabis
tours, educational experiences, museums
and art galleries, recreation, camping and
cannabis friendly accommodations.
In future, if and when policy changes,
opportunities could include a farm-gate
and direct delivery program, and on-site
consumption, the report says.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

S. KING, CET

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

AVIS EXCAVATING

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

• Top Soil • Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Serving the Slocan Valley

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

(250) 358-7922

s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Wired by Alex
Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Outlawseeds.
online

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....

Leaf Cabinetry

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Randy
Speers
Construction

Over 20 yrs Experience

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

wauvikrenos@gmail.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Darcy Feiffer

250-265-7437

Proudly Serving The Kootenays And Surrounding Areas

COMMUNITY
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Local artist’s work featured in international exhibit
submitted
Slocan Valley artist
Frantisek Strouhal has been
invited to participate in the
54th Open International Juried
Exhibition by the Society
of Canadian Artists with his
newly created artwork ‘Soul
Journey.’
“My work is a reflection
of my own personal
renaissance,” says Strouhal.
This extraordinary work of art
reflects the artist’s masterful
techniques and talent for
storytelling with innate
wisdom and clarity of vision.
The mixed media artist
employs photography, digital

collage, contact printing
and lithography inks on

watercolour papers.
Strouhal says he believes

‘Soul Journey’ by Frantisek Strouhal has been chosen for an international
exhibition showing in Toronto this month.

that by creating this work of
art “he contributes to the work
of the universal awakening of
humanity, and helping people
to experience joy, and peace
in themselves and also remove
and transform the cause of
prejudices and fear. A work of
art can help people grasp the
nature of their sorrow and give
them the ability to understand
how to transform the negative

and develop the positive in
themselves.”
The Society of Canadian
Artists (SCA) is a national,
non-profit artists’ organization
dedicated to expanding the
visibility and stature of the
visual arts. The society’s
exhibit showcases the best
of the best from artists across
Canada and around the world.
The exhibition will

23
take place at the Papermill
Heritage Gallery in Toronto
from August 4 through August
27.
Strouhal’s works and
writings can be seen at
frantisekstrouhal.com.

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.
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Autonomous Sinixt inspect and approve restoration at Snk’mip Marsh
submitted
Representatives of the Autonomous
Sinixt, including Matriarch Marilyn
James, visited the Snk’mip Marsh
Sanctuary (located at the north end of
Slocan Lake) on July 22 to inspect the
wetland restoration work that has been
done on the property by the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology.
Following a tour of the site and an
afternoon-long meeting held in a shady
spot on the land, representatives of the
Smum iem (Sinixt council of women)

declared themselves pleased with the
work done thus far. Snk’mip is the site
of an ancient Sinixt village, occupied
before settler incursion into the area.
Before-and-after restoration
photos were presented on a tablet, with
presentations by VFE director Lorna
Visser and biologist Amber Peters,
and input from K.L. Kivi, Autonomous
Sinixt projects and campaigns coordinator who has helped and advised
on various elements of the restoration
work done over the past five years since

the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology
acquired the parcel of private land.
After laying down tobacco as a
blessing, with a prayer for continued
healing of the land and to guide
the hands of those doing the work,
Matriarch Marilyn James commented:
“The land wants to come back, it wants
to heal. Nature wants to thrive here.”
Since acquiring the parcel of land
in 2017 (which had been extensively
roaded, mined and developed by
a previous owner), the VFE has
decommissioned and ecologically
restored 16 kilometres of intertwined
road surfaces and filled in a gravel pit,
where they created a verdant wetland
riparian area complete with a pond
where western painted turtles live.
The multi-year restoration project
started with a massive cleanup of
the land, including deconstructing
several derelict buildings and removing
industrial waste. Then the many
kilometres of interlaced roads were
laboriously decommissioned and
deeply decompacted, with coarse
woody debris added into the soil to
provide texturization and shelter for
amphibians and reptiles. In the course
of this work, more than 100 small
groundwater-fed ponds and pools were
created along the wetland verge to add
to amphibian habitat, plus seven larger
ponds were created using pond liners.
An upland area at the north end of
the property was reconstructed into a
learning centre and outdoor classroom
for school groups, including two
“experiential ponds” where students
can get up close and personal with
wetland creatures. “The thrill that the
kids get seeing a frog or a salamander
up close is really fun to see,” said
Visser. The area is fully wheelchair

accessible as well, to allow visitors of
all abilities to enjoy the marsh.
The VFE has planted more than
1,000 shrubs and trees on the site, all
of them native species, with a focus on
the Indigenous plant foods that would
have originally been there when the
Sinixt village of Snk’mip was occupied.
Next on the agenda for Snk’mip is
some beautiful signage to be installed
in the outdoor classroom area that
will provide information about marsh
ecology through the Sinixt lens,
signage which was developed by the
Autonomous Sinixt in consultation with
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology.
The signage was created with the help
of a First Peoples’ Cultural Council
grant and incorporates Snslxcin, the
Sinixt language.
“It’s interesting to say that we
“own” the land when in fact this entire
area is Sinixt təmxʷúlaʔxʷ (territory),”
commented VFE director Visser. “In
the eyes of the settler/colonial legal
system, we own the land. But the
deeper truth is that we are partnering
with the Indigenous People of this land
in their stewardship responsibilities to
Snk’mip and this whole territory. The
Sinixt have never ceded this territory,
thus it remains Sinixt territory. It’s an
interesting social justice challenge for
a land trust organization such as ours

to negotiate.
“We are honoured to be allies with
the Autonomous Sinixt, and if anyone
challenges their right to speak about
what is being done in their territory,
all I can say as a settler is that Marilyn
James and her fellow Smum iem
council members are the ones who
‘show up,’ who live here, and who
endorse and participate in the work of
local conservation organizations such
as ours. No other group that makes
claim to this area does those things.”
Sinixt representatives applauded
the recent donation of the Alvarez
family’s lakeshore property to the
overall protected area that includes
the marsh, and noted the VFE has
done considerable restoration work
on that property, including road
decommissioning and decompaction
and restoration of a former campground
area on the foreshore of Slocan Lake.
That area has now naturally regenerated
with cottonwoods and willows and
become part of the rare and desperately
needed natural shoreline habitat zone.
“I kayaked past there this past week
and saw, in that exact spot, a spotted
sandpiper on its nest. Then I saw a
Great Blue Heron fishing among the
willows – that’s an endangered species
– and that made me cry, happy tears,”
said Visser.

Autonomous Sinixt Matriarch Marilyn James lays down tobacco at Snk’mip Marsh as a blessing
to help the land heal.

Autonomous Sinixt leaders and allies visit Snk’mip Marsh (L to R): Sarah Beauchamp, Lori
Barkley, K.L. Kivi, Marilyn James, Al Richardson.

