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Autonomous Sinixt continue occupation of Vallican heritage site
by Jan McMurray
Marilyn James continues to occupy
the Sinixt heritage site at Vallican, despite
the BC government’s termination of her
role as site caretaker as of June 17.
The BC Heritage Branch gave James
30 days’ notice of the termination of the
Memorandum of Understanding that
assigned her the caretaker position. The
MOU was signed two years ago, in April
2020.
When asked why the MOU
was terminated, a Heritage Branch
spokesperson responded, “Indigenous
engagement on finding a replacement
caretaker for the site will be pursued, to
address concerns that a broad discussion
on candidates had not occurred.”
James says she began her work at the
Vallican site in 1990, when she was asked
by Sinixt Elder Eva Orr to assist in the
repatriation and reburial of the remains of
six ancestors that were removed from the
site during road construction in the 1980s.
“I organized a caravan, and we
travelled to the Royal BC Museum in
Victoria and we brought those first six
remains back in 1990,” James said. “They
were the first remains ever to be returned
and repatriated in Canada.” From there,
she was involved in repatriating and
reburying 64 of her Sinixt ancestors at
the Vallican site.
James says she has no plans to leave
the Vallican camp and will continue
to uphold her cultural responsibilities
by maintaining her occupation and
caretaking role of her ancestors at the site.
“How I practice my culture – my
cultural responsibility to my ancestors
– is not for a government to decide.
I’m following the elders who told me
under my cultural law to repatriate the
ancestral remains. Once you do that,
you are responsible for protecting where
you brought them back to. I don’t need
any authorization from any government
to uphold my responsibility to my
ancestors,” said James in an interview.
The Heritage Branch told the Valley
Voice that the 2020 MOU was put in
place when the branch became aware
that Marilyn James was providing public

tours of the Vallican site and performing
site operator/maintenance duties. “In
order to ensure public safety and liability,
the branch entered into an MOU to
ensure proper protocol, share emergency
contact information and establish site
expectations,” the branch spokesperson
said.
However, the Autonomous Sinixt
have had a presence at the site since 1990.
“The Vallican camp represents the longest
peaceful occupation of Indigenous lands
in Canada…” states a press release issued
by the Autonomous Sinixt. “Over the
last 30 years, Autonomous Sinixt have
continued to protect this site by building a
pit house, a winterized cabin, and storage
facilities without compromising heritage
features.”
The Sinixt people from the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation (CCT) and the Sinixt
Confederacy “strongly support the
Province’s recent decision to cancel the
MOU with Marilyn James,” according
to a joint press release issued by the two
organizations. The release says James is
a registered member of the Kamloops
Indian Band, and an Okanagan member
of the CCT. “At no time have the Sinixt
appointed her as a ‘matriarch’ or any other
kind of representative for our people, nor
have we given her responsibility to care
for our ancestors at Vallican. Ms. James
represents herself, and an unidentified
group of non-Indigenous people, not the
Sinixt. This was specifically confirmed
by the BC Supreme Court when the
Autonomous Sinixt was known as the
Sinixt Nation. It was therefore entirely
appropriate for the Province to terminate
the MOU,” the press release says.
James told the Valley Voice she
doesn’t know why the CCT and Sinixt
Confederacy are misrepresenting who she
is. “I am clearly Sinixt from both sides.
Both my mother and father were Sinixt,”
she said. “The CCT is a big tribal group
with a big enrolment office and they can’t
do the same genealogy work I’ve done?
It’s appalling.” James said the original
censuses from both the US and Canada
show that she is Sinixt.

James said she was born in Nespelem
on the Colville reserve, so has been a
member of the CCT since birth. She
said she also became a member of
the Kamloops Indian Band when her
mother married a Secwepemc man,
as per the Indian Act. “She became
a disenfranchised Indian when they
married, and that affected her and three
generations of her people,” James said.
James also takes issue with the CCT/
Sinixt Confederacy’s statement that she
represents “herself, and an unidentified
group of non-Indigenous people.”
“I have worked with both grassroots
and professional people here –
[archaeologist] Dr. Nathan Goodale,
who also worked with my mom and Bob
Campbell and Bob Campbell’s mom and
our daughters. The reason they still work
with us is because we have always stood
in the truth. Archaeologists do research.
I’ve also worked with [anthropologist]
Lori Barkley for decades, and Paula
Price, the author of Keeping the Lakes
Way. I find it disheartening that they are
diminishing the work of many people who
have dedicated a good part of their lives to
coming back into right relation.”
In their release, the CCT/Sinixt
Confederacy also accuses James of
committing cultural appropriation.
“Purporting to assume a position of

authority, and the sacred responsibility
for the care of our ancestors (including
now ‘occupying’ the site), without
authorization from the Sinixt, is a form
of cultural appropriation, and contrary to
our laws and traditions,” the release says.
In response, James says: “I can’t
appropriate something that’s mine. I’m
Sinixt. Here I am, practicing my culture,
taking care of a burial site. I’m taking on
the matriarchy under our Smum iem laws
and that’s how the old gals who were here
said you take on those responsibilities.
When you behave culturally, you are
behaving as a matriarch. What part of
my work is so wrong? What is the actual
purpose of this? It’s a very painful thing
for an Indian to experience lateral violence
from their own people for acting like an
Indian and practicing my culture and
educating people about it. Not only is it
painful for me, it’s painful for my family.
They act as if I’m here alone and don’t
have children and grandchildren here. It
affects me and my family, as well as the
settlers who have been doing this work
with me.”
James says when she went to court to
try to protect Perry Ridge from logging,
the CCT, Okanagan Nation Alliance and
Ktunaxa intervened in the case. “They
thought we were trying to make a power
play, but all we were trying to do was to

protect the forest. They were all grabbing
for power – and what happens in the
meantime? The logging went ahead. They
didn’t care about protecting this land and
water… So who is following cultural
laws? We’re actually following our laws.”
James is asking the public to write
letters of support for the continuation of
Autonomous Sinixt occupation of the site,
and email them to info@sinixt.org.
According to the website sinixt.org,
“Autonomous Sinixt are those Sinixt who
reject the authority of the governments
of Canada, British Columbia, the United
States of America, Washington State,
Colville Confederated Tribes, Okanagan
Nation Alliance, or any other governing
body who claims the authority to represent
our interests and by proxy, exert authority
over our homeland, culture, customs and
traditional governance. Sinixt governed
ourselves for thousands of years, dictated
the path of our own culture and customs
for thousands of years, and it will be so
again. Sinixt have never signed a treaty in
Canada nor ceded their lands.”
The Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation is composed of 12
tribes, including the Sinixt. The Sinixt
Confederacy, formerly known as the
Arrow Lakes Aboriginal Society, was
formed to represent Sinixt people on both
sides of the border.

New Denver Princess Stephanie Smith waves to the crowd at Silverton’s Canada Day parade. More Canada Day celebrations on pages 10 & 11.
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Jessica Ogden and Glada McIntyre win Suzy Hamilton Legacy Awards
submitted
The family and friends of the
late Suzy Hamilton are pleased to
announce that Jessica Ogden is being
honoured with this year’s Suzy Hamilton
Legacy Award. The cash award is
presented annually to a female-identified
environmental activist in the West
Kootenay region who embodies the
environmental and social activism for
which Suzy was known.

Jessica is known for her continued
activism in protecting our water, land,
and forests. She was an integral member
of the Last Stand West Kootenays action
at Argenta Face and provided mentorship
as a calm and grounded presence for
younger and less experienced activists.
Her continued activism efforts have
allowed Jessica to develop considerable
practice assets and knowledge, which
she shares freely with her activist

community.
“I am honoured to receive this award
on the unceded territory of the Sinixt. I
believe the deep, persistent calling to
protect the vital ecosystems that sustain
all life on earth innately exists in each
one of us,” said Jessica. “The path of the
activists can certainly feel overwhelming
at times; however, I’ve been reminded
time and again that we are never alone
as we are standing alongside everyone
who has stood before us and their spirits
are with us.”
The committee is also posthumously
honouring award nominee Glada
McIntyre, with the previously introduced
extension of the award meant to
recognize the enduring dedication of
a female-identified champion of the
environment.
“Glada is so deserving of the Suzy
Hamilton Legacy award,” said Gary
Diers, who nominated Glada. “She
fully and passionately dedicated her
life to the ecology of this region, laying
the foundation for our continuing work
today. Decades ago, she began organizing
for the protection of ancient forests and
mountain caribou and fought the use of
pesticides while co-founding an organic
farm. Glada’s determination to save the
BONANZA CORRIDOR WATERSHED

So far, biologists have documented
1,415 species in their baseline inventory,
including 49 confirmed species-at-risk
(SAR) and 21 potential SAR. Additionally,
several species have been observed for
the first time in BC or in the Kootenays.
The variety and complexity of habitat
types, within a watershed that retains
functional landscape-level connectivity,
has resulted in this high biodiversity.

natural world she loved so much has
been an inspiration to all who knew her.”
Additional nominees for this year’s
award were Sally Hammond, Rosie
Wijenberg, Maya Provencal, Judy
O’Leary, and Shannon Ross. A big thank
you to all who put forward a nomination

for this award.
The Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund
continues to grow and with it, the size
of the annual award.
Donations are warmly welcomed
and can be made through the Osprey
Foundation.

Jessica Ogden won this year’s Suzy Hamilton Legacy Award.

CLARIFICATIONS

The June 30 edition of the Valley Voice
contained an article about changes to cancer
care in the West Kootenay. It stated that
Interior Health officials said despite changes
to diagnosis procedures, the same level
of cancer care treatment would be made
available in Trail and Grand Forks hospitals.
That statement should also have included
the Kootenay Lake hospital in Nelson.
Officials say all three West Kootenay
facilities will be able to provide the same
kinds of treatment and level of service.

The same edition of the paper
also included a story about the RDCK
considering the creation of a water
protection service. The article noted that
Area K Director Paul Peterson voted
against the creation of the service at a subcommittee meeting before the RDCK board
meeting June 16. In fact, Peterson changed
his vote the next day to support the service,
once the motion was amended to delay
studies on the issue until 2023. Peterson
told the Valley Voice he doesn’t oppose
water protection, but had concerns about
staff capacity.

Slocan Valley
Baseball would
like to thank the
following sponsors
for their support:
• All Around Septic Services
• Andrew Sheret Limited
• Castlegar Golf Club • Castlegar
Safeway • CI Assante Wealth
Management • Columbia Wireless • Crescent Valley ESSO • DIG
Garden Center • Dragonfly, a Creative Glass Studio • Four Seasons
Greenhouse • Glade General Store • Heritage Credit Union • HG
Insurance • Kootenay Coffee Co. • Kootenay Savings Credit Union
• Kootenay Woodcraft • Legendary Meats • McDonalds • Mount
Sentinel Secondary School • Mountain Sky Soaps • Nineteenth
Restaurant • No Frills: Castlegar • NOM NOM Ice Cream • OSO
Negro Fine Coffee • River’s Edge Registered Massage Therapy
• Save On Foods: Nelson • Sentinel Meats • Shasheen Machine •
Slocan Legion Branch 276 • Slocan Valley Co-op • Slocan Park
Hall Society • Slocan Park Repair • Steel Toe Joe • Steve’s Honey •
Stillpoint Pottery • Taghum Stop • TONIK Distillery • Toronto Blue
Jays Baseball Club • Valley View Golf
Course • Ralph Tomlin and Slocan
Valley Home Hardware

And to all our Coaches, Parents,
Players and Volunteers –
Thank you for an amazing
baseball season!!
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Tsuneko Kokubo’s traveling exhibit of her life’s work at the Langham July 22-October 16
submitted
The Langham Cultural Society,
Kaslo, is honoured to present Tsuneko

Kokubo’s traveling exhibition Of
Light Itself – A retroPerspective,
running July 22 through to October

16. There will be a public opening
Friday July 22, 7-9 pm. This special
evening is the first public art opening

in over two years! Everyone is
welcome for refreshments and
at 7:30 pm, a film screening of
Kokubo’s past performance of So
Kat’ta will be followed by a Q&A
with the well-known Silverton artist.
Of Light Itself - A retroPerspective
showcases the life and work of the
eclectic Japanese Canadian artist
Tsuneko Kokubo, who was born
in Steveston, BC in 1937, and has
been living on the shores of Slocan
Lake since 1994. Fondly known as
‘Koko,’ her creativity and knowledge
in several arenas of experience and
study are reflected in her multiple
bodies of work, both visual and in
performance theatre.
The exhibition is a 66-year
survey of Koko’s creative life,
which includes paintings from her
earlier art school days to her current
works in oils and acrylics. Parallel
to her visual work, the exhibition

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

The Langham presents the traveling exhibit of Silverton artist Tsuneko Kokubo (Koko). The show scans Koko’s 66 years as an artist and is not to be missed.

Make Music Here contest winners announced
submitted
The six winners of the Slocan
Valley Make Music Here contest have
been announced by the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Partnership
(SVEDP).
Based on votes received by a panel
of judges, the contest prize winners are
Holly Hyatt, Ruiner BC, Andrew Cook,
Run Sasquatch Run, Kenny Konrad,
and Carol.
“It was a tough contest to judge
because all the entries were so good in
their unique ways,” said Ron LeBlanc
of the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership. “Every
musician or band who entered the
contest really impressed the judges with
their spirit and talent. The Slocan Valley
certainly holds a lot of musical creativity
and diversity, and the 23 contest entries
received are just a sampling of what’s
out there.”
A call-out was made for Slocan
Valley bands and musicians to submit
an original song, and judges each voted
for their favourite entries. The panel
of judges were: Adham Shaikh (Sonic
Turtle), Roger Swan (Hollowed Sound),
Barry Jones (Sincerity Sound), TreeVor
(Radio Free Winlove), Paul Hinrichs
(On the Road Management/Kaslo Jazz
Etc.), Ron LeBlanc (SVEDP) and Karen
Kornelsen (Community Futures Central
Kootenay).
Each prize winner will receive a
professional recording session to produce
their song at a Slocan Valley recording
studio: Sonic Turtle Studio, Hallowed

Sound, or Sincerity Sound Studio; the
opportunity to be featured in a special
presentation on Radio Free Winlove
where they can perform their song on air;
a professional development workshop
with Paul Hinrichs of On the Road
Management; and a personal digital
marketing session with Karen Kornelsen,
Slocan Valley Business Support Advisor
and owner of Peak to Moon Creative.
There was a three-way tie for runnerup – special mention goes out to Merlin
Cameron, rü rose, and Three Word
Sentence. Runners-up will be invited
to attend the professional development
workshop with Paul Hinrichs and will be
connected with opportunities to perform

live in the Slocan Valley.
The Make Music Here campaign
was designed to celebrate music and
culture in the Slocan Valley, highlight
musical performers here, identify the
industry professionals that live and
work here, help encourage and develop
aspiring musicians towards a potential
income stream, and attract outside music
professionals to explore our thriving
music scene here in the Valley.
The SVEDP congratulates all the
contestants and thanks the Columbia
Basin Trust for their financial support and
Community Futures Central Kootenay
for their administrative support of the
Make Music Here campaign.

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

includes sample video clips of past
choreographed performances over
the years, and interviews, expanding
her dynamic vision through multiple
mediums.
The traveling exhibition is
curated by independent Nelsonbased curator, Maggie Tchir, and
will travel to Gallery 2 Grand Forks
in May 2023 and to the Penticton
Art Gallery in 2024. The Langham
acknowledges the BC Arts Council,
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance, and the Community Fund
of North Kootenay Lake for their
support and financial assistance. We
hope to see you on July 22 at 7 pm!

Rooms &
Suites

slocancityhotel.ca

The

Valley
VOICE

is looking for a

REPORTER

Part-time to start, with possible opportunity to move to full-time
Work from home or our New Denver office
Experience in community news reporting a definite asset
Email resume to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca by July 30 at 5 pm

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Home Owner Grant Applications

Haven’t claimed your 2022 home owner grant? Claim now
online before your taxes are due. Visit www.gov.bc.ca > Taxes
and Tax Credits (from the top right menu tab) > Property Taxes
> Annual Property Tax and ‘Home Owner Grant’ will be a menu
option on the left-hand side of the screen. Or call the Province
at 1-888-355-2700.

Property Tax Reminder

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded
that the 2022 Property Taxes are due by Friday, July 15, 2022.
Holly Hyatt was one of the winners of the Slocan Valley Make Music Here contest.

ASOLO FUGITIVE GTX MEN’S

Perfect all-around hiking and trekking boot.
Lightweight and made for the mountains. This boot
can be resoled in house by DeVito’s Shoe Repair.

Available in
Wide and
Medium Fit

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Professional fitting,
expert service.

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
vincedevito.ca
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OPINION

Here he goes again

Re: Wulf Mense’s letter in the June
30 Valley Voice, quoting Dr. Naomi Wolf
with “A baby die-off is happening in
vaccinated pregnant mothers all around
the world.” If that were truly happening,
we would have heard about it from
all around the world in all the major
newspapers and other media. Mense gets
that kind of information from a website
‘Daily Clout.io,’ a publication bent on
shocking the public with misinformation.
Look it up yourselves.
Dr. Naomi Wolf is praised by many
for her efforts in women’s rights, but
regarding her attitudes and publications
concerning COVID-19 and the
pandemic, she is widely criticized for
spreading misinformation.
Previously I criticized the Valley
Voice for publishing letters of Mense’s
ilk. Now I feel that they are doing a
good thing. We at least see where the
BS comes from.
Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

More on nuclear power

Your June 30 paper had a letter
entitled “Response to ‘Nuclear power
a bad choice.’” I totally agree with
that headline. The writer of the letter
“was involved in nuclear plants, as an
engineer” and would have us all believe
that nuclear power is 100% clean and
100% safe. According to him, the nuclear
waste problem has been completely
solved. When I was in high school 60
years ago, we were told that the biggest
problem with nuclear power was nuclear
waste – but not to worry – by the time
we built up any amount of it, technology
would find a solution. So far, we have
not found that solution, and if we had,
it would have been big news. Currently,
we cool it off in water, contaminating the
water, and then store it in concrete casks,
waiting and hoping for someone brilliant
to come up with a reasonable solution.
According to Vlad Stuchlik, “What
we need is more people with brains,
heart, honesty, education, and integrity...
the key values of humanity.” Hard to

argue. The Chernobyl disaster, according
to Mr. Stuchlik, was caused by “an idiotic
tyrannic Communist Party leader.”
Personally, I don’t see a shortage of
idiotic tyrannic leaders, but we do seem
to be a little short on people with all
those other qualities, and human error
will never be eliminated.
It is clear that Mr. Stuchlik as an
engineer who made a living promoting
nuclear power, has a vested interest, but
portraying nuclear power as 100 % safe
and 100% clean is a little irresponsible.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Grand fir

The grand fir, or balsam, is a tall tree
native to the West Kootenay. The grand
fir’s needles are flat and have a blunt tip
which, when crushed, smells amazing
– some people say like Christmas or
grapefruit. The grand fir’s bark is grey
and has sap blisters when young. The
older tree’s bark is deeply grooved.
This tree is very shade tolerant but can
withstand full sun also. Because of this,
it is a good choice for habitat restoration
in the Inland Temperate Rainforest. But
like every tree, each one is unique and
will grow differently in every habitat.
Grand fir likes the lower elevation habitat
of the Cascade, Monashee, Selkirk, and
Purcell mountains. It doesn’t seem to like
the cold and will not often be found north
of the southern interior valleys, although
rare specimens can sometimes be found
on northern slopes and higher elevations.
Grand fir typically would have been found
scattered throughout the Inland Temperate
Rainforest and often grew after fire. It is
often found in mixed forests. Grand firs
have green-yellow cones that sit upright
on the branches. They explode when ripe
and seeds fly everywhere. The seeds are
carried by the wind to their new homes.
Grand fir can live for at least 300 years.
The sappy resin that comes from the
blisters in the bark has been used as
toothpaste, a glue, and to prevent infection
to minor cuts and bites. The tree is known
for healing various illnesses.
James Campbell (Salmon)
Krestova, Sinixt homeland

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Valley Voice 		

Autonomous Sinixt

Autonomous Sinixt recently selfidentified as Autonomous, despite
functioning as autonomous for over
35 years in British Colombia (BC).
Beginning with the occupation at the
Vallican Heritage Site, to prevent
road construction from destroying
one of our ancient burial and village
sites, our deceased elder, Eva Adolph
Campbell Orr, led a collective of Sinixt
peoples to occupy this site: the longest,
ongoing peaceful occupation of unceded
Indigenous lands in Canada.
Our Sinixt ancestors’ spirits,
and descendants’ attention towards
overcoming the 1956 BC/Crowncolonizer-piracy declaring Sinixt
‘extinction,’ were followed by an oral
pledge to fight BC and the Crown
independently, without the hindrances of
the Colville Business Council.
The Colville Confederated Tribes
(CCT) and ‘Sinixt Confederacy’ joint
press release on July 6 confirm the
wisdom of Autonomous Sinixt’s go-italone sensibilities to overcome Crown
‘extinction.’ In the early 2000s during
the Robert Watt case, Autonomous
Sinixt were rebuked by the Colville
Business Council, who aligned with
the BC court, the Crown and Okanagan
Nation Alliance (ONA). ONA has an
active claim filed with the Crown for all
Sinixt territory for itself. It is no longer
a secret CCT is collaborating with the
ONA to: claim Sinixt territory; deny
Sinixt as a distinct people; erase our own
dialect; and support resource extraction
in our traditional territory in Canada,
including open pit mining. CCT’s ‘Sinixt
Confederacy,’ a self-colonized label,
complete with a ‘chairman,’ is a cruel
hoax upon those misled by the Sinixt
Confederacy to divide Sinixt peoples
while professing unity with the ONA.
Andy Joseph’s misogynisticpatriarchal colonial assault toward
Matriarch Marilyn James may not even
be fully understood by Andy himself.
Marilyn, not Andy or other jealous
connivers, was appointed by Eva Adolph
Campbell Orr to carry on her work at the
Vallican site.
Lou Stone, Autonomous Sinixt
Inchelium, WA (Colville Reserve)

Stop corporate welfare

The big five oil companies in
Canada are Suncor Energy, CNRL,
Cenovus, Imperial Oil and Husky
Energy. Should these highly profitable
companies get a kickback from the
Canadian consumer? No, and shame on
the federal government for continuing
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to subsidize these corporate gougers.
In 2017, these five companies had a
combined profit of $46.6 billion. The
oil lobbyists for these companies should
be run out of Ottawa but I doubt they
ever will.
Tax dollars that could go to schools,
fighting COVID, hospitals, roads, etc.
are being chewed up by obscenely
rich companies and their CEOs. With
a shortfall, the government has to raise
taxes elsewhere to cover this unwelcome
subsidy to very rich oil companies. The
government in Ottawa deliberately
obscures the amount they subsidize this
rich sector of the economy to dodge the
wrath of voters (well, when Canadians
did vote).
Financial support for these oil
sharks can include loans, grants and
tax incentives, or handing over billions
of dollars directly. No one knows how
much we really ‘help’ these corporate
greed pits in Canada. I know that filling
my truck with diesel at $2.20 a litre the
bill will be around $200. Just doing my
part to help these subsidized oil snakes
with even more record profit.
When COVID was in full swing and
people were in lockdown, the oil industry
pulled in their horns and decreased oil
refining, especially in USA. At one point,
oil went to $0 a barrel for the first time
ever in 2020. The barrel of oil actually
went into negative territory because they
had to pay to store the oil in warehouses.
At that time, the price at the pump
maintained at $1.35/litre here in Canada
– so much for supply and demand curves
making any real economic sense for the
person on the ground.
With oil companies the world over
reaping record oil profits in 2022,
can we PLEASE stop funding these
highly profitable private corporations
and let them stand on their own sturdy
Tyrannosaurus rex feet?
Canadians are being pushed to the
wall with high inflation, higher property
taxes, inept, bloated government, war in
Europe and an ongoing COVID plague.
Stop the oil industry handouts, Ottawa,
and take care of the people for a change.
Show that you ‘have our backs,’Trudeau!
Remove the gas and carbon taxes to
consumers so we can catch our breath
after two years in voluntary confinement.
About 66% of the North American
economy depends on the consumer.
When people go broke and stay at home,
the real recession will hit hard and Ottawa
will be scratching their collective heads
wondering where all the tax money is.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Polio outbreak
in sewage

I recently read an article in The
Defender of June 27, 2022, called, ‘WHO
recommends new Gates-funded polio
vaccine to address vaccine-derived polio
outbreak in UK,’ by Megan Redshaw.
The article says health officials in
the UK identified the country’s first
polio outbreak in 40 years and warned
parents on June 22 to ensure their children
have been vaccinated against polio
after multiple closely related versions
of the virus were found in sewage
water at the London Beckton Sewage
Treatment Works. In the article, the UK
Health Security Agency (UKHSA) said it
believes the virus was ‘vaccine-derived,’
meaning it came from someone who
received the live polio vaccine. The article
explains that people vaccinated with
the live oral polio vaccine (OPV) shed
traces of the virus in their stool – which
eventually end up in sewage wastewater.
The risk to the general public is thought
to be extremely low, but the agency
encourages anyone not fully vaccinated
to receive a polio vaccine.
Wow. So there are no real people
with polio – there are only polio-vaccinederived virus samples in sewage water.
It’s believed that the new ‘outbreak’
is derived from the polio vaccine, and
parents are being urged to get their
children the new polio vaccine!
Do the WHO and UKHSA scare the
sewage shit out of you?
Do we know now why Interior Health
added a new method of analyzing sewage
water in our area?
Dr. Brian Hooker, Ph.D., P.E.,
professor of biology at Simpson University
said in the article: “Once again, Big
Pharma, fueled by the Gates Foundation,
has created a huge problem that only they
can solve. The introduction of the new
OPV in the UK has predictably led to polio
virus in the sewage (i.e., where poliovirus
propagates) and now the ‘only solution’ is
to inject UK citizens with the nPOV2 to
prevent the spread of OPV-induced polio.
If this isn’t a scam, I don’t know what is!”
The article talks about the new oral
polio vaccine, funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation. It says: “In
essence, the Gates Foundation funded the
creation, development and clinical trials for
the new nPOV2 polio vaccine, funds the
organizations that administered millions of
doses without any long-term data, funds
the organizations implementing its rollout and surveillance and funds the entity
monitoring adverse events associated with
nPOV2’s use.”
Wow. The polio vaccine causes
polio, so you need another vaccine for
the vaccine-caused polio. Then, the
new vaccine causes polio, so you need a
vaccine for the vaccine-caused new polio,
and on and on.
Look at the revealing numbers of
vaccines given to BC children: 1950s five vaccines in 14 doses; 1983 - seven
vaccines in 23 doses; 2019 - 17 vaccines
in 70 doses! Could this be a factor in the
increasing ill health of BC children?
Wulf Mense
Winlaw
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Kaslo council, June 28: Details provided on proposed wastewater treatment project
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Council saw more details about
a major upgrade planned to the
Village’s wastewater treatment
plant. City leaders voted earlier this
month to apply for a Union of BC
Municipalities grant to pay for the
bulk of the $3.1 million project. The
application was to go out by early July.
The project would see a new
pre-filtration system installed and the
sludge press moved indoors (which
would be “removing an eye-sore and
a ‘nose-sore’ in summer months,”
Dunlop commented). It would also
expand the size of the building to
allow for an “equalization tank” to
regulate the flow into the system,
which varies greatly over the course
of the day.
“What’s happening now is hardly

anything is going through the system
overnight, and at 7 am everybody is
using their showers and everything
just gets inundated,” he says. “...the
plant just gets overwhelmed. So this
will level things off.”
These improvements would make
overall operation of the sewage
treatment system more efficient.
“The plant has the capacity for
our current growth needs, but not the
way it is currently set up; it gets too
much, too fast during the day,” he
said. “But if you spread that out over
24 hours, we can increase our capacity
by about 30%.”
Council received the report as
information.
Garden agreement
A new arrangement with the
Village will keep the Kaslo community
garden growing.

A new ‘service provider
agreement’ will allow the Kaslo
Community Garden Society to operate
the community garden (which is on
Village-owned land) without a lease,
and also receive the benefit of a break
on its insurance rates. The society
won’t pay a lease fee, but will pay the
insurance premium for their coverage
– about $250 per year.
Corporate Officer Catherine
Allaway explained that the lease
had some provisions, recommended
by the Village’s lawyers, that were
problematic for the sponsoring
organization (North Kootenay Lake
Community Services Society). “So as
the way around that, the direction from
council was to find a way to reach
an agreement with the group so the
community garden could continue,”
she said.

T h e Vi l l a g e h a s s i m i l a r
arrangements with Kootenay Lake
Historical Society, the Kaslo Outdoor
Recreation & Trails Society, and
the Kaslo Baseball & Softball
Association.
Final stamp of approval
Council put the finishing
procedural touches on a couple of
items from the last meeting.
Council gave a community group
a Temporary Use Permit to run a
campground on the South Beach as
part of the Jazz Fest weekend. The
Kootenay Lake Innovation Centre will
provide the camping area, maintain
it and clean up afterwards. They’re
running it as a fundraiser for the
organization, to support programs for
youth. They’ll put up a $5,000 deposit.
Two leases at the aerodrome
were also made official. Council

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A senior administrator from
the RDCK gave a presentation on
a regional government committee
that some councillors think Kaslo
should leave. Sangita Sudan, the
General Manager of Development &
Community Sustainability Services,
explained to council the workings of
the Community Sustainable Living
Advisory Committee’s (CSLAC)
service at the Kaslo council meeting
of June 28.
“The intention [of CSLAC] is to
be able to do research, analysis, and
seek out grant funding to support
board initiatives that are supportive

of community sustainability,” she
told council.
CSLAC has spearheaded
initiatives on water governance,
wildfire mitigation, Aboriginal
relations, food security, and even
geothermal power. Sudan said the
service has been praised for its
innovation.
Proponents argue it is also
important as a conduit for funding from
government and private organizations
for projects that benefit the entire
region.
But there’s mixed support for
the committee, as some question its
practical value to taxpayers. After
Salmo and Area K both announced

they wanted to leave the service earlier
this year, some councillors on Kaslo
council started considering the idea
as well.
“The biggest question I have…
there were nine communities that were
members, there are only two going
to be left now. So what do we get as
one of the two left out of the nine, as
a benefit that the others don’t get? So
what is the benefit of being a paid
member that the others don’t get?”
“All residents of Kaslo eat,”
noted Sudan, giving the example of
the committee’s work setting up a
Central Food Policy Council. “That
has enabled agriculture in the rural
area around Kaslo where your farmers’

markets are now. Farmers have used
that group as a resource to enable
market gardens and such.”
Other initiatives are spread over
large areas, like watershed governance,
but also have local applications.
“Why should we pay into a service
that everyone else gets anyway, and
don’t pay into it?” said Van Mill,
pressing the issue.
“It’s because it benefits everybody
to work together to look at ways to
make our communities more resilient.
Some of the municipalities – for
instance, Castlegar and Nelson – have
their own sustainability departments…
and we work with these departments
collaboratively to bring programs to
the region.”
While she didn’t want to talk
about the issue of membership, Sudan
reiterated the committee was of value
to individual communities.
“Ultimately, whoever participates
on the committee benefits, in that they
help to evolve these great initiatives
that end up being regional initiatives,”
she said. “I can’t recall how much the
Village of Kaslo pays into it, but that
requisition is leveraged to do a lot of
great work.”
Council received Sudan’s
presentation as information.

RDCK sustainability committee explained to Kaslo council

FWCP announces funding for 40 projects, including
shore-spawning kokanee in Kootenay Lake
habitat for kokanee, and data collected
through on-the-ground monitoring and
drone images will be used to identity
sites for future restoration,” says Crystal
Klym, FWCP’s Columbia Region
manager.
Like all FWCP-funded projects,
this project was approved by the
Columbia Region board and aligns with
the region’s action plans, which identify
local priorities and projects eligible for
FWCP funding. The FWCP approved
$6.1 million in project funding in the
region for 2022-23, including 10 fish
and 30 wildlife projects.
The FWCP has approved

approximately $9.8 million for 95
projects across its Coastal, Columbia,
and Peace regions. Learn more about
FWCP projects and results by visiting
fwcp.ca and subscribe to the FWCP’s
e-letter and newsletter at fwcp.ca/
subscribe.
The FWCP is a partnership between
BC Hydro, the Province of BC, Fisheries
& Oceans Canada, First Nations, and
public stakeholders to conserve and
enhance fish and wildlife in watersheds
impacted by BC Hydro dams. BC
Hydro funds the FWCP annually to
fulfill its applicable water-licence
obligations in its Columbia Region.

PHOTO CREDIT: JOANNE SIDERIUS

submitted
The ongoing project to restore
habitat for shore-spawning kokanee in
Kootenay Lake is one of 40 projects in
the Columbia region recently approved
for funding from the Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program (FWCP).
Led by the Friends of Kootenay
Lake Stewardship Society, this multiyear project aims to increase kokanee
fry survival by restoring habitat for
shore-spawning kokanee in the West
Arm of Kootenay Lake. The FWCP
will provide $18,070 for the project
this year.
“This project will help restore

The FOKL team analyzes egg tubes as part of the project to restore habitat for kokanee shore spawners in Kootenay Lake.

expects to receive about $10,000 in
rent payments and taxes from the two
hangars being let out over five years.
Council adopted its election
procedures bylaw for this year, in
advance of the October 15 vote. The
biggest change is an emphasis on
mail-in balloting in lieu of special
polls, which won’t be held this year
in care homes and other facilities
with shut-ins.
SOFI report
Council approved the Village’s
Statement of Financial Information
report for 2022. The report offers
a high-level view of the Village’s
finances, from reserves to spending
practices to salaries. It’s that last one
that always attracts interest. The report
says the Village pays out a little over
$647,000 annually in salaries. Only
two staff make over $75,000 – the
CAO makes just over $103,000,
while the public works manager earns
$79,100.

Since
Since1986
1986

We have lots of new
treasures in-store!
Stop by and browse –
open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

THANK YOU

Ten years ago this month, on 12th and 13th July 2012,
enormous mudslides engulfed Johnson’s Landing, killing
four people and destroying several houses. We were “lucky.”
Although our home was destroyed, by a miracle we were not
there when the slides happened and we lived to tell the tale.
As we look back on those dark and horrifying days of
numbing grief and bewilderment, we remember with gratitude the
countless expressions of support, love and tangible assistance
we received from countless sources. The people of Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake opened their hearts with gifts of clothing,
food, money, replacement computers, a car, counselling support
and much more. You know who you are, and we will never forget
your good will and compassion during that terrible time.
We also want to thank the BC government’s Emergency
Social Services and Disaster Financial Assistance programs
(Tim MacLeod), the Red Cross, and our Disaster Recovery
Manager (Deb Borsos) for their enormous help.
Thanks to this compassionate community we came through,
and we will never forget your kindness. Thank you!
Mandy Bath and Christopher Klassen
Kaslo
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Hungry bears a headache for RDCK’s Rosebery transfer station
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A garbage transfer facility in
the north Slocan Valley is being
fortified against wildlife after a trio
of bears found it a handy source
of food.
The animals showed up at
the Rosebery transfer station this

spring – they are suspected of
visiting it in years past – and are
accustomed to hanging around
during operating hours, waiting for
their food to be delivered.
“The issue is being caused by
bears that have become habituated
during the past several years
and have recognized Rosebery

Lawn Mowers &
Weed Wackers
Slogger garden boots,
ankle boots & shoes. Great
colours to choose from.
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, garden wagons, cement
& paving stones now in stock

We have all your
summer essentials,
mosquito repellant,
beach toys, river
floaties, sunscreen

Manures, soils, seeds

Manures, buy 10 and save $0.20/bag

as a food source,” says RDCK
Resource Recovery Team and
Operations Supervisor Aimee
Kootnikoff. “Based on staff
observation and reporting, we have
identified three individual bears.”
That’s caused some problems
– and scares – for the staff
managing the station, which is a
holding area for local waste until
it can be transferred to the regional
landfill near Castlegar. The RDCK
is taking steps to implement “longterm solutions,” says Kootnikoff.
“This includes bin upgrades
and repairs, and ordering an
electric fence, which is scheduled
to be installed and operational
by end of July,” she says. “In the
meantime, site staff have been
directed to take precautions, such
as temporarily shutting down the
site to keep themselves and our
customers safe.”

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Visitor
Information

Slow spring

While there hasn’t been
an overwhelming invasion of
bears reported in Valley Voice
communities, local WildsafeBC
officials say the slow spring has
delayed the bear’s usual earlyseason food supply, prompting a
migration to lower elevations and
into communities to find other
sources.
Lower-elevation food sources
like saskatoons and thimbleberry

are about three weeks behind their
usual development.
“However, many of these
early season foods, such as
dandelions, clovers and skunk
cabbage, have been catching up
and are now providing good food
sources for bears,” says local
WildSafeBC Coordinator Cora
Skaien. “Many of the higher
elevation huckleberry and other
berry-producing shrubs remain
under snow, so their ripening
schedule may potentially end up
being delayed by a few weeks as
well, but it really depends on the
coming weeks.”
Skaien says they’re hoping
there won’t be further cold snaps
that would affect the development
of berries and other foods in the
subalpine.
“However, many of the higher
elevation shrubs are normally still

covered in snow around this time
in a standard year, so hopefully
we will not see too many delays
in the alpine beyond a few weeks,
and hopefully no reduction in crop
yield,” says Skaien.
“We are hoping that with the
green-up that has arrived the last
few weeks, that bears will have
enough food to last until the first
berries ripen.”
No matter what the food
situation turns out to be,
WildSafeBC is still reminding
people that prevention is the best
defence against bear problems.
Property owners should still
keep their trash secure and sealed
until collection, pick up windfall
from fruit trees and dispose of it
before bears can access it, bring
in outdoor freezers, and consider
electric fencing for both fruit trees
and chicken coops.

buildings and Environmental
Farm Plans. It would create a new
Farm Protection Development
Permit (FPDP) Area, to protect
the agricultural land resource for
present and future production
of food and other agricultural
products. This would prohibit
the construction of, addition to
or alteration of a building or
other structure within the FPDP
Area without first obtaining a
Development Permit. Details
can be found at www.rdck.ca/
agriculture

existing preventative steps are
working or if procedures and
training need to be further clarified.
Scott suggested providing
workshops and training for staff
for dealing with difficult people
and handling stressful situations at
work. She suggested that a training
session for volunteers and council
committee members should also
be planned, as this policy applies
to them, as well. The suggestions
were greeted favourably by council.

New Denver council, June 28: Old landfill site update
by Kathy Hartman

Air conditioner units in
stock & all sale priced

Staff have also been equipped
with air horns and bear spray,
which hasn’t had to be used
yet, says Kootnikoff. “Work is
underway to increase security
around the facility.”
She says even the steps
they’ve already taken – including
purchasing new secure containers
– have reduced the problem
somewhat.

Old landfill site update

Bear Environmental has found
that the high levels of arsenic they
discovered on parts of the old
landfill site during their assessment
last year were not naturally
occurring. To determine where the
arsenic was coming from, they dug
several sample sites this May – near
the rail lines, by Highway 31A,
in a nearby residential area, the
cemetery and on the landfill site.
Only the former landfill footprint
showed signs of elevated arsenic,
except for two samples collected
from the cemetery property.
A possible explanation for the
cemetery anomaly was that the
cemetery samples included clay,
unlike all other samples, which
included sand with trace gravels.
Under the Rural Resident
Attraction Pilot Project, the Village
of New Denver was granted
$40,000 to determine the potential
for future development of the
property that includes the former
landfill site.
The conclusion is that the
current levels of contamination
at the old landfill site are at an
acceptable level for parkland

development, but not for residential
development.
The next steps would be to
discover the depth of the arseniccontaminated soil, move that soil to
an area that would be designated as
parkland (former landfill footprint)
and create a plan to develop future
low- or high-density residential
land use in the uncontaminated
areas.
CAO Lisa Scott said it would
cost around $8,000 plus the cost of
using Village staff and equipment to
assess the depth of the contaminated
soil, and there was $12,000 of the
grant funding left after completion
of Stage 1 and part of Stage 2 of the
site investigations. It was suggested
the remaining funds be used to
remove the metal and old vehicles
currently occupying the site.

Farm protection in Area
H North OCP

Council responded favourably
to the RDCK’s request to make
changes that strengthen protection
of agriculture in the Area H North
Official Community Plan. The
changes would include amendments
to objectives and policies that
support clustering of non-farm

Respectful Workplace
Policy

While no formal complaints
were filed by Village staff, “various
staff have felt bullied and harassed
throughout the year,” according to a
brief presented by CAO Lisa Scott.
Scott said there had been incidents
of staff being called names and
sworn at, being taunted and baited,
and feeling physically threatened.
Vandalism was also mentioned in
the brief.
The policy is required to be
reviewed annually, along with any
bullying, harassment or complaints
in the past year, to determine if

New Denver gym survey
shows preference for full
court gym

by Jan McMurray
The results of the survey on the
New Denver Community Fitness
Centre and Gymnasium are in,
and the message is: leave the gym
as a full court gym, free of fitness
equipment. The survey had a very
good response rate. It was sent to
about 109 people – the 69 who have
purchased memberships so far this
year plus the approximately 40 who
were members in 2019 – and 95
responses were received.
Most respondents (48, or
51%) were “very dissatisfied” or
“dissatisfied” with the placement
of the fitness equipment, while
28 (30%) were “very satisfied” or
“satisfied.”
Fifty-five people (58%)
said they’d be “very satisfied” or
“satisfied” if the fitness equipment
currently in the gym were moved
to the strength area, which would
result in less strength and cardio
equipment at the centre. Twentyeight people (30%) said they’d be
“very dissatisfied” or “dissatisfied”
if the equipment were moved.
The survey was conducted
because new fitness equipment was
purchased, and some was placed
in the gymnasium as it didn’t all fit
in the strength room. This hasn’t
been popular with people who
like to use the gym for activities
such as basketball, pickleball and
fitness classes. The survey results
have been provided to the RDCK’s
Recreation Commission 6, which
manages the facility.
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full-Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15& 30-amp services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free Wi-Fi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!

40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full-service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

5971 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Relax

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wednesday
–
Monday, 11 am - 4 pm. Wednesday Happy Hour Specials 4 - 6
pm. Thursday Pizza nights 4 – 8 pm. Check the website for special events.
Picnics to Remember and Tours available with Reservations

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPR INGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

							www.nakusphotsprings.com
							 (250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a beautiful
mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain air. Stay in our
comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from shops, restaurants,
and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open daily for
public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website for on-line pool
reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools. Savour indigenous inspired
meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one of our 52 contemporary guest
rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is included with your stay in the resort.
Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with 4
different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in our spa,
relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food and amazing views
from our fine dining restaurant.

Private Hot Springs

Enjoy the private hot springs experience in this hidden gem of the
Kootenays! Book one of our chalets and reserve a private hotsprings
getaway all to yourself with breathtaking views! Visit our websites to soak in luxury with
our healing waters. www.kootenayhotsprings.com and www.privatehotsprings.com.
Join facebook page: hotsprings escape Phone: 250 448 6111

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Thursday Ladies
Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Restaurant hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4-8 pm.
Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.ca. 9 holes $30 + tax 18 holes $45 + tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 70 course with spectacular views
and well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a
licensed patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 holes - $22.00 18 holes $33.00 .Power cart 18 holes - $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

250.265.8888 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October 1
with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori Korkola,
Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus other fine artists
represented in this quaint gallery. Open Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4
pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday. Visit hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the
Valley Voice for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works of
Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive line
of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about the
human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also offering
timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River Road, north
of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.
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Four songwriters to perform in Silverton
submitted
The Songwriters’ Circle is the next
show in the Slocan Lake Arts Council’s
Sunset Concert Series, happening this
Saturday, July 16 at 7:30 pm.
Four songwriters will hit the stage
together to share stories and songs
– Jeff Bonner, Ari Lantela, Patrick
Alexandre and J Kleiss.
The evening will be hosted by Jeff
Bonner of Hills. Bonner’s songs are
influenced by John Prine, Dr. Hook and
Johnny Cash. Before moving to Hills,
he lived in the Fraser Valley, where he
created Tractorgrease (tractorgrease.
com), an anagram for ‘great creators.’
As Tractorgrease, Bonner created

a restaurant, a live music venue, a
music studio, a sound tech/stage rental
business, and a multimedia design/
installation business.
Ari Lantela lives in Enderby and
has four solo albums. “A guitar, a
suitcase and some original country
blues. Ain’t nothin too fancy,” his
Bandcamp.com page says.
Patrick Alexandre is newly
transplanted in the Kootenays. A
Manitoba Métis, Alexandre is a blues,
country and rock ‘n’ roll powerhouse
singer, and plays upright bass, guitar,
harmonica and percussion. He takes
you on an emotional journey through
Canadian history, providing a very

No Boat — No
Problem

human and personal perspective.
J Kleiss (Hidden in Hills) treats
songsmithing like a carpenter – take
an old board like Tom Waits, shape it

with some Jack Johnson and sand it
with a high-grit piece of Neil Diamond
sandpaper.
Don’t miss it! The Songwriters’

Circle will be happening at the Slocan
Lake Arts Centre grounds in Silverton
on July 16 at 7:30 pm. Bring your lawn
chair. By donation.

Jeff Bonner
Ari Lantela

4 Beach Tours on Kootenay Lake

Check out the best private beaches on the West Arm
(4 ppl Max)
Bring your beer n frisbee!
Starting at $199.00

Sailing Master Class on Slocan Lake

3 Classes from a Master Capt (43 years exp)
Certification Available
2 hours each Class = 6 hours – $349, 1 person $499, 2ppl (tax inc)

Slocan Lake Sail Tour

Caves, rivers, fun & Private Beach drop $175.00

Call 250-354-9268
kootenaycatamaran@gmail.com

PFDs and Boats included
(Boston Whaler & Sea Spray Catamaran)

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome

J Kleiss

1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Patrick Alexandre

Drunk, disturbed man causes fuss
with gun in Krestova
submitted
Some residents of the Pass Creek
community of Krestova got a bit of a
scare last week when a man waving a gun
was spotted in the community.
“On Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 7:44
pm, the Nelson RCMP received a report
of an intoxicated man displaying signs of
potential self-harm,” says a police report.
“The man, while outside of his residence
in Krestova, had discharged a firearm.”
Police say the 28-year-old attempted
to flee the scene in a vehicle, but crashed.
He fled on foot into a nearby wooded
area, taking the firearm with him. Police
set up containment and were able to take
him into custody without incident after a
lengthy stand off.
“When firearms are involved, the
element of danger is elevated,” said Cpl
Derek Pitt, Detachment Commander,
Nelson RCMP. “We are thankful that no
one was injured.”
The man was taken to hospital for
medical assessment. He is scheduled to

appear in court in October.

Fatal kayak
accident on
Slocan River

submitted
A 62-year-old Rossland man died of
injuries sustained in a kayak accident on
Slocan River on June 30.
The man became trapped under a
log in the river near Goosecreek Road
in Shoreacres. The Nelson RCMP
responded at 6:10 pm and report that
fellow kayakers as well as bystanders
were able to free the man and perform
CPR until they were relieved by a
physician of the Kootenay Emergency
Response Physicians Association and the
BC Ambulance Service.
The man was transported to hospital
where, sadly, he succumbed to his injuries
the following day.
BC Coroners Service has conduct of
the investigation.
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Slocan Lake Garden Society awards three lucky raffle ticket holders
submitted
On June 17, SLGS was thrilled to
award three lucky people with three great
Father’s Day Raffle prizes: Stacy Finley
won the $200 gift certificate for some
delicious dining at Bella Soriah tapas

restaurant in Nakusp; Gaby Spaulding
can now relax in her garden with her
new Zero Gravity Recliner; and Deborah
Sword won the marvellous How to Grill
Everything by popular cookbook author
Mark Bittman. Thank you to Ray Nikkel

Paula Shandro draws one of the winning tickets in the Slocan Lake Garden Society’s Father’s Day
raffle at the first Friday Market in New Denver.

Hidden Garden Gallery welcomes
seasoned and emerging artists
submitted
New Denver’s Hidden Garden
Gallery (HGG) reflects its tagline of
‘Helping artists grow.’ Just ask the latest
crop of exhibitors. Linda Dixon’s textile
art exhibit, Now and Then wraps up on
July 17. Her textile journey began when
as a teenager she made a pair of hippie
pants from her great-grandmother’s satin
tablecloth. Over decades, she’s made
textile creations, theatre costumes, and
done conservation projects for museums.
Recently Linda’s returned to working
with used linen tablecloths – printing
and fashioning them into clothing. It
completes that artistic circle, it seems.
Gallery walls showcase the paintings
of John Lavender from July 19 to 24. An
award-winning artist, John’s had major
exhibits in Montreal, Paris and New
York. He describes himself mainly as a
painter of landscapes in oil and acrylic
on canvas, in both painterly and minimal
styles. His themes are sky, lake, and
mountains, with a bias toward light and
clouds. John gave up painting in the ’70s,

vowing that if he ever painted again, it
would be pink clouds. And now, many
years later, he’s inspired to paint the pink
clouds and natural beauty surrounding us
in British Columbia.
The gallery proudly hosts a first-time
exhibitor, July 26-31. Flow features
the work of Renata Escodro. Renata
practiced architecture in Brazil, Spain,
and Canada for 15 years before exploring
her artistic side through drawing. Her
work consists of acrylic markers on
paper, canvases and walls. Her mixed
media pieces combine her love of
landscape and travel photography with
digital art. Renata’s work is inspired by
her love of nature, sense of humour and
architectural background. To keep the
experience fun, Renata invites viewers
to find her signature, which is integrated
in all her drawings in different ways.
The Hidden Garden Gallery
is located at 112 Slocan Ave. The
gallery is open 10 am - 3 pm, TuesdaySunday. For more information, visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

and Silverton Building Supplies for their
generous donations of raffle prizes.
But there is more to come from the
Garden Society this summer.
SLGS is always happy to celebrate
and this year is the 30th anniversary
of the official opening, in 1992, of the
Kohan Reflection Garden. On Sunday
July 24 from 10 am to 4 pm, the garden
will provide a free outdoor venue for
13 artists to show and demonstrate their
work. And, there will be other highlights
during the day: two food vendors will
open their booths at noon; Melanie Bodry
will demonstrate lavender distillation;
Rebecca Sargent and her students will
give an Aikido demonstration; Donna
Hicks will lead two plein air watercolour
painting sessions. Music performances
and an afternoon concert promise to
fill the garden with delightful sound.
Most important will be a ceremony
acknowledging the founders and
contributors to the successes of the
Kohan Reflection Garden. Entrance is
free or by donation.
This event is possible with the
generous funding from Columbia Basin
Trust through the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance and the RDCK Area H
Recreation Commission 6. Contributions
also come from the Village of New
Denver, Slocan Lake Arts Council,
the Hidden Garden Gallery, and many
volunteers. Pin this event on your
calendar for a full day of entertainment
and creativity.
Summer Sundays in the Kohan
Garden is back this year, with most
Sundays during July and August offering
interesting one-hour events, including:
a garden tour with Ray Nikkel, a free
yoga class, natural history exploration,
and talks about bugs, bees, and local
geology. For times and dates see:

kohanreflectiongarden.ca/events/
As always, on display for the visitor
are the garden’s natural gifts. Right now,
the Itoh Peonies are showing the last of
their magnificent blooms and later, the
Japanese Anemones and ornamental
grasses will mature for beautiful seasonal
colour.

The Kohan Garden also hosts a
number of weddings, arts events, and
yoga sessions through each summer.
For dates and times of all these events,
to make a reservation or donate to garden
upkeep, check out the Kohan Garden
website at: www.kohanreflectiongarden.
ca

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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Andreea Myhal dishes out the Canada Day cake, made by Deb Guest.

A bicyclist watches the fireworks at Nakusp’s Canada Day celebrations.

Curtis Roe was a crowd pleaser at Nakusp’s Lawnmower Races July 1.

Nakusp comes out in droves to celebrate Canada Day
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Canada Day event
was a colossal success, with a huge
crowd in the park and enormous
participation from community
groups and individuals.
“After a two-year hiatus because
of the pandemic, we didn’t know
what to expect,” said Tom Zeleznik
one of the nine volunteer board

members of the Society for Nakusp
Community Events (SNCE). “We
were blown away by the attendance,
but also by the way the community
came together to pull this off.”
Coordinated by the volunteer
members of the SNCE, the
celebration would not have happened
without the Nakusp volunteer fire
department, parade volunteers, beer

garden crew, the Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce team, local
musicians, bocce organizers, the
many vendors, rail society, the
Village staff/employees, the cleanup
crew, and the sponsors.
“That’s what makes the annual
Canada Day event happen – the
volunteer effort. We all do it for the
community,” said Zeleznik.
One of the many highlights of
the day was the lawnmower races.
Zeleznik and Chris Harter were the
main organizers, with help from
Rob Kusch excavating the track to
the experienced lawnmower-racing
Voelker family from Kelowna.
“The Voelkers came to our July
1st celebration three years ago, the
first time we put on the lawnmower
races,” recalls Zeleznik. “We didn’t
have a clue what we were doing, so
thank goodness the Voelkers showed
up and Bonnie (mom) took over.”
This year there were a dozen
racers, 11 mowers and a huge crowd
of spectators at the track. It was
amazing to watch the Voelkers
doing 360s and kicking up the dirt
in their souped-up mowers – and
on the other end of the spectrum, it
was truly entertaining to watch Dave
Jackson repeatedly stall out on his
old, slow machine. Curtis Roe and
Chris Harter were favourites. The
youngest racer was an 11-year-old,
and “he loved it!” Zeleznik said,
adding that there will now be more
youth under 16 wishing to enter in
this Under 16 class.
“Now that the buzz is in the
air, I think we’ll have twice the
participants next year,” Harter said.
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Steve Hammond’s antique truck was part of the Silverton Canada Day Parade, with Dixie Cassidy and Danika Hammond riding along in the back.

A colourful character in Silverton’s Canada Day Parade.

Linda Laktin, Margaret Scaia and Joyce Gill served up 100 delicious Canada Day cupcakes, made by Robin McNabb, at the Silverton July 1st
celebration.
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North Slocan trails update
by Jan McMurray
The North Slocan Trails Society
has been busy this spring, getting the
trails in the New Denver area in shape
for the summer.
Idaho Peak Road won’t be open
this season, but the trails up to the
peak from Three Forks and Silverton
are being kept open by society
volunteers. From Silverton, hikers –
but not mountain bikers – can reach
the peak via the Wakefield Trail.
From Three Forks, there are several
trails leading up to Idaho Peak that
are suitable for mountain bikes – but
perhaps better for e-bikes. The trails
are long and steep in places.
The Old Sandon Road Trail now
has a new 36-foot-long wooden
bridge over Mountain Chief Creek,
replacing two old timbers. It took
the crew of six volunteers two days
to build the new bridge. The crew
also cut a path through a rockslide
to make the trail passable. Although
challenging, the trail is now more
‘doable’ for mountain bikers and
hikers.
There is now a lovely
3.8-kilometre lakeside trail in Valhalla
Park, connecting the Wee Sandy and
Sharpe Creek beaches. North Slocan
Trails Society volunteers worked
alongside BC Parks to open up an
old existing trail between the two
popular sites.
The society built and maintains
Butter, Spine and Rolling Thunder
Trails in Rosebery under an agreement
with Rec Sites & Trails BC (RSTBC),
and has just submitted an application
to RSTBC to build a new trail network
below the three existing trails. The
society’s plan is to build climbing
trails so people can ride up to Butter,
Spine and Rolling Thunder, reducing
the amount of vehicle traffic up West
Wilson Creek Road to the trailheads.
They also want to build more adaptive
trails in the new area.
Phase two of the Butter Me
Up trail leading up to Butter was
completed this spring, and phase three
is expected to start in September. A
four-person crew of local people was
hired for two months to complete
phase two. Butter Me Up will be a
climbing trail up to Butter as well as
a downhill adaptive trail. Once Butter
Me Up is completed, adaptive riders
will have about eight kilometres of
downhill trail, from Spine at the
top, then along Ranch Ridge Forest
Service Road for a short way, and

down Butter Me Up.
In other trail news, people will
be able to ride or hike the rail trail
all the way from Three Forks to
Nakusp by the end of the summer.
The slough at the Nakusp Village
boundary is being repaired now,
with the Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association leading the project. The
Three Forks to Denver Siding section

of the trail is all clear, now that the
cable car at Alamo Siding has been
replaced. The cable car was damaged
in the spring 2020 freshet. Kiosks and
signage are going up on the Rosebery
to Summit Lake section of the rail
trail to advise the public that the trail
is closed to motorized vehicles, and
about the seasonal closures for bears
and western toads.

The North Slocan Trails Society crew (Allen Hadley, Phil Whitfield, Gerald Wagner and Frank
Barnes) working on the new bridge on the Old Sandon Road Trail.

A test run on the Butter Me Up Trail in Rosebery, led by Kimberley Joines (paralympic skier
from Edmonton) on her electric adaptive bike, followed by North Slocan Trails Society directors.

www.kohanreflectiongarden.ca
The cable car on the Galena Trail at Alamo Siding between Three Forks and Denver Siding has
been replaced, after being damaged in the 2020 freshet. The car is bigger than the old one and
can carry an adult and child and their bikes.
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Nakusp council, June 27: Volunteer awards, a new hire and an innovative water project
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Fire Service awards

It takes commitment to
be a member of a volunteer fire
department, and a dozen Nakusp
residents were honoured at the
June meeting of council for their
dedication.
“A lot of people don’t realize you
are on call 24 hours a day, getting up
at 2-3 in the morning… but you go
with no questions asked, to fight that
fire or make that rescue,” said Mayor
Tom Zeleznik – himself receiving
a 15-year jacket that evening for
his service. “It is amazing what our
little fire department does. It keeps
growing, and we are fortunate and
proud of you all.”
Besides the mayor, Greg Bobicki,
Dean Zanier and James Peterson
also received 15-year jackets. Eight
members of the department were
recognized for 20 years of service
with a jacket and a lifetime pass to
the Nakusp Hot Springs: Bob Cann,
Arnie Herridge, Gord Matchett, Art
Olson, Richard Cann, Bill Regner,
Reg Gustafson, Terry Warren.
Council and the volunteers’
families and friends attending the
ceremony all gave a warm round of
applause in thanks.
“For you folks to give what
you do is absolutely amazing, an
unparalleled service that should
inspire every young person to give
back to the community, and do it for
a long time,” said Councillor Joseph
Hughes. “Hats off, well done, you are
an inspiration.”

Raw water project on tap?

The Village is going to study the
feasibility of using untreated water to
irrigate municipal parks, cemeteries
and flower beds in the downtown.
The project could save hundreds
of thousands of litres a year in water
that has to be filtered and purified,
only to be used on lawns and gardens.
Council approved applying for
a $527,000 grant from the Union of
BC Municipalities Strategic Priorities
fund for the what’s being called the
Nakusp Raw Water Project.
Councillors called the project
“innovative” as they voted to support
the application.

It takes advantage of two
important elements: the Village has
an existing water licence to draw
water from Kuskanax Creek, and
has already built an intake plant and
pumping station for the water source.
It was part of a project from years ago
to draw drinking water from the creek,
but was abandoned due to technical
issues.
Now, however, staff think they
could redesign the intake, and
extend the feeder line to supply
untreated water to the municipal lands
downtown.
“Staff estimates that irrigation
accounts for 25-30% of summer
water demand and this represents
an area where demand can be offset,
preserving the high-quality drinking
water the Village enjoys,” says a staff
report.
The existing 8” mainline from
the creek ends at the soccer fields,
the report notes. An additional 1.7
kilometres would have to be built to
connect the mainline to the different
properties, and provide for future
expansion. All major irrigation users
in the Village core will be connected
to the system, including the soccer and
baseball fields, the beach, cenotaph,
cemetery and both the elementary
and secondary school playing fields.
“This is a great opportunity. It’s
one of council’s strategic goals, to
make sure there is enough water in the
future,” said Zeleznik. “Great idea.
Glad it’s finally happening.”
The total cost of the project will
be roughly $725,000, with the Village
required to put up about $225,000, or
a third of the cost. The money would
come from the Village’s gas tax fund.

Communications survey

Homeowners are going to have
a new way of keeping abreast of the
goings-on in local government. The
Village plans to produce a bi-monthly,
two-page newsletter, and send it to
every mailbox in the community. The
first newsletter should be mailed out
this summer.
A mail-out was the most popular
choice for communications by
respondents to a survey on how the
Village keeps its citizens informed.
More than 130 people responded to
the survey, conducted in May.

The survey found most people
get their municipal government news
from the Village Facebook page,
‘village gossip,’ the Village website
and the newspaper. But snail mail
continues to be the most popular form
of outreach.
“Nearly 80% of respondents
expressed an interest in receiving a
newsletter in their mailbox,” says a
staff report. “We can only assume
many people not on Facebook would
benefit from receiving a newsletter.”
So that will be the cornerstone of
a new communications policy being
developed. Changes to provincial
law are allowing Villages to use
social media, Voyent Alerts and other
platforms to reach out and inform
the public.
Staff is proposing to publish
public notices in the Valley Voice, on
the Village Facebook page, on the
Village website and on the message
board in the Village office.
A new website will be put in the
2023 budget plan as well.
“The current website is out of
date, hard to navigate, and now
experiencing a lot of downtime
due to the age of the web design
platform,” notes a staff report. “A
new website will allow for news and
announcements to be placed in a more
visible location for ease of access.”
Council received the report as
information.
Planner hired on contract for
2023
The Village is going to hire a lead
planner to help ease the workload on
staff and make sure the important
function is done properly.
Council approved hiring Patricia
Dehnel on a one-year contract
to provide professional planning
services for the municipal government
in 2023.
“Planning and Development
services are becoming an
increasingly busy function of Village
administration,” notes a report to
staff. “Applications are coming in
at levels that have not been seen by
the Village for several years and the
indications are that numbers are going
to increase.”
The workload is making it
difficult for the CAO to attend to all

his duties, and is overall degrading
the quality of work that staff can do.
“Also the most important issue,
for me, is if we carry on as we are,
we are using staff that are not trained
professional planners,” he says.
“And there’s a significant amount
of liability that can come from the
planning process.”
Dehnel has worked with the
Village recently on a review of
its planning, subdivision and
development procedures, so will fit
in smoothly, the CAO said.
But her work doesn’t come cheap:
she’ll be paid a little over $56,500
annually for the work, or about $4,000
a month. She’ll work one day a week,
for 10 hours a day – working out to
about $100/hr. She’ll also be available
for supporting the Village beyond the
day-a-week, Robinson said.
The extra salary will add about
5% to the tax bill for next year.
While it’s expensive, not having
a qualified planner can be even more
expensive, Robinson argued, as
complicated lawsuits can arise from
disputes. A professional planner can
help avoid those errors from the
outset.
“Mistakes can be made and it
can cost the village in different ways
such as legal, financial and reputation
liabilities,” he told council. “…And
by having a professional planner I
believe is our best chance of avoiding
that.”
Council approved the hire. She
begins January 1, 2023.

or control of the properties to the
utilities, and the Village will still be
able to use the area any way it sees fit.

Steel memorials

Council adopted its revised
Cemetery Operation and
Administration bylaw, which allows
stainless steel monument markers in
the Nakusp cemetery.

The Nakusp
Search and
Rescue would
like to thank the
Nakusp Hospital
Auxiliary for
their generous
donation of AEDs

Rights-of-way granted

Two utility companies are being
granted right-of-way to install
infrastructure on municipal lands.
Telus and BC Hydro are planning
developments and improvements to
service, but need access to those lands
to install their lines.
“This is for the Village’s benefit
for the operation of a new domestic
well and other potential future
developments,” said a report from
staff.
The rights-of-way will be granted
to areas around Centennial Park,
including the recreation complex,
playing fields, and municipal
campground, amongst other facilities.
CAO Wayne Robinson noted that
the land grant doesn’t give ownership

INTRODUCING FREDDY!!

After a rough start in the wild, Freddy
is loving life on the inside. Freddy is 10
months old and becoming a lovable,
affectionate kitty. He will purr happily in
your lap while you pet him to sleep! To
find out more about Freddy, and arrange
to meet this delightful kitty, call PALS
today at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

NAKUSP VOLUNTEER FIRE
BRIGADE THANKS
• Nakusp Hospital Auxiliary for 2 new AEDs
• Canco propane for Pancake Breakfast
• Save-On for Duck sales and Race
• AL SAR for help with duck race and pancake breakfast
• Volunteers that helped throughout the Canada Day
celebrations
• Craig Courchesne boat for policing boats to keep clear
• Eric Waterfield for prep of fireworks site at Rothwell Point
• The Hut for fireworks crew dinner while setting up
• Isaque Vieira for two loads of sand for fireworks site
• NACFOR for funds to purchase wireless fireworks control units
• Society for Nakusp Community Events for the sale of Nakusp
plastic cups sales at the Beer Gardens
Sorry if we missed anyone as so many helped
Nakusp Fire Department volunteers with 15 and 20 years of service were recognized at the June 27 council meeting.

Thanks, Nakusp!
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Coalition asks government to quash Zincton resort proposal
submitted
A coalition of 25 organizations,
representing more than 300,000 British
Columbians and more than 1,000
businesses, has asked Premier Horgan
and BC government ministers to quash
the contentious Zincton All-Season
Resort proposal.
“The Fish, Wildlife and Habitat
Coalition requests that the Zincton
application for tenure end now,” say
letter signatories. The letter notes that
planning is essential in this unique
part of the province that is seeing everincreasing pressure from industrial
and commercial interests, and asks the
government not to entertain any resort
or adventure tourism proposals until
planning has been done.
“It’s becoming very clear that there
is little support for this resort,” says
Jesse Zeman, chair of the coalition
and BC Wildlife Federation executive
director.
One of the coalition’s main concerns
is the impact to wildlife, particularly
grizzly bears.
“The Zincton resort would impact
some of the very best grizzly bear
habitat in the region, including highly
important huckleberry patches,” says

Eddie Petryshen of Wildsight.
Nadine Raynolds of the
Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation
Initiative, another coalition member,
says, “If approved, this resort could
sever an essential north-south corridor
for grizzlies and wolverines, because
of its size and location, as well as the
increased highway traffic and associated
private land development.”
The proposal is for a 5,000-hectare
all-season resort in the middle of a
wildlife corridor between New Denver
and Kaslo, an area that connects Goat
Range and Kokanee provincial parks.
With an anticipated 100,000
skier days per year, the coalition says
the resort will likely permanently
displace wolverine. Mountain goats
and western toads are also expected to
be impacted, the coalition says, as well
as fish populations with the significant
disturbance and development,
particularly given the history of mining
and soil contamination in the area.
Another key issue for the coalition
is access to public lands.
“This proposal restricts access to
land that local recreationists, hunters
and others have been using for decades,”
says Alan Duffy, chair of the BC chapter

Canada Day Celebrations Nakusp 2022
Society for Nakusp Community Events!
Thank you to our Sponsors who made Canada Day happen! Canadian
Heritage, CBT, Interfor Corp., Village of Nakusp, Curtis Roofing, Rob Kusch,
NACFOR and Save-On Foods.
Thank you to all the volunteers who made July 1st Canada Day a success!
The Beer Garden Crew was awesome, special mention Mary, Donna, Patty –
well organized team. The Parade volunteers rocked it! This is Anya Harrison’s
final parade with our Society. We thank her for her service (big shoes to fill).
Wish to thank the Voelker Family from Kelowna, and Chris & Tom who made
the Lawnmower Race what it was with their time and expertise! - Pit crew
Dave, Cam, Brian, Cale. All lawn mower participants who were all amazing
and great sports! Thanks to Mike and Kim for their enjoyable & amusing
announcing of the lawn mower races!
The Nakusp Chamber of Commerce crew for the kids’ games! Andreea
Myhal and family nailed it with singing our national anthem at the opening
ceremonies and the Vendor Market! Bocce tournament (Frances), Deb Guest
Birthday Cake! Our very own Local Musicians rocked!
Steve Lemke’s volunteer group helping with the parade. Special thanks
to Patty Riley, John Guild, & Travis Rebman always there to help from
beginning to end!! JD’s great pictures of the all-day event. Thank You to
all the Market/Vendors/Food/Railway Society for participating and putting
a great display for all!
Apologies if we missed anyone. It was a team effort by all!
Also a Huge Thank you to the village staff/employees for the work behind
the scenes of making this event a HUGE success!!
HUGE thank you to the Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department for putting on
that fabulous pancake breakfast, help with collecting and selling the ducks
along with the Search & Rescue team for the annual duck race, watering
the lawn mower track, and for that insane fireworks display!
Also, the Society for Nakusp Community Events raised $797.00 from the
selling of the $2.00 cups in the beer gardens that will go to help fund the
Nakusp Fire Brigade next year’s fireworks!! Amazing community. Thank
You for your donations!
And thank you to all the attendees! We do this all for you, and from
the large turnout and enjoyment of everyone this made everything
worthwhile!!!
Thank you to the members of our small volunteer SNCE
group for the many hours and time in organizing this amazing
annual event. Mary, Jo, Gord, Donna (Vice president), Anya,
Kevin, Christy (Treasurer), Dustin, Tom (President).

of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.
Local governments such as the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
and other stakeholders have also
opposed the resort and are asking for
an updated and modernized land use
planning process, as well as a review of
the potential cumulative environmental
and socio-economic impacts to the

small rural communities in the area.
“Our mountains, rivers, lakes and
forests are suffering from decades of
mismanagement and unsustainable
use,” adds Scott Ellis of the Guide
Outfitters Association of BC. “The
Province needs to make decisions to
ensure sound long-term management
of BC’s fish, wildlife, and outdoor

recreational resources in the best
interests of all.”
The coalition formed in May 2021
to promote solutions guided by science
and Traditional Ecological Knowledge
for improved management of species
and habitat in BC.
The letter is available to read online
at y2y.net/blog/zincton-resort-corridor/

by Jan McMurray
The Friends of the Orchard
have created a heritage walking
tour through New Denver’s orchard
neighbourhood, formerly a JapaneseCanadian internment camp.
“While the other internment
camps were bulldozed after the war,
New Denver’s was left intact,” said
Phil Whitfield of the Friends. “It’s
unique in Canada – it’s the last place
to have so many buildings from that
period in one place.”
With the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre as the “jewel,” and
the internment buildings found on
private properties surrounding the
national historic site, the orchard is a
fascinating place for a walking tour.
“We always notice people strolling

around the orchard in the evenings, and
we thought they would enjoy it even
more if they knew how much history
is lurking here,” Whitfield said.
Of the original 200+ internment
buildings, there are about 50 left.
These buildings are found on over
half of the properties in the orchard.
They were originally built in 1942/43,
and some have been modified more
than others over the years. The tour
map provides information on the
modifications that have been made to
each building.
The idea for the tour was sparked
by an initiative to save the House of
Joyful Tidings, a community meeting
house from the internment era. With
that came the realization that some
of these historic buildings are being

destroyed to make way for the new.
“We are losing some of these
places – and maybe some appreciation
of how many of the old structures are
still around will make people pause
and think about how they can adapt
them rather than tearing them down
when developing their properties,”
said Whitfield. “If more and more
residents feel that way, maybe we can
get council interested in supporting it
with heritage zoning, for example.”
To take the walking tour, look for
the poster at the Valley Voice office,
Village office, and Silvery Slocan
Museum. You can scan the QR code on
the poster to find the brochure online.
Paper copies of the brochure are
available at the Nikkei Centre, Silvery
Slocan Museum and the campground.

Wide Spot:
Happy now?

compassion, of presence. Those practices
are central to my own well-being. But to
assume that a little improvement in your
attitude should somehow compensate
for years of injustice is just Pollyanna
baloney.
Structural inequities – unjust
relationships that are woven into our
social fabric – make people unhappy.
How could they not? Research is finally
catching up to what vast numbers of
people have known for years: If the only
job I can get doesn’t pay enough to feed
my children, no compassion practice
will fill their bellies. If I am denied an
education because of skin colour or
ethnicity or gender, meditation won’t
change this. If the government attempts
to eradicate my culture, gratitude won’t
bring back ancestral wisdom. You’d
better believe that all these situations of
injustice reduce a person’s happiness.

This kind of unhappiness has nothing to
do with individual efforts to be cheerful
or grateful; it has everything to do with
the weight of conditions imposed by
societal structures.
I recently learned that Abraham
Lincoln probably never made that
remark. The source of the quote seems
to be a character in the movie Pollyanna!
I’d say that someone took grave liberties
with the historical record; after all, it’s
hard to imagine those words coming
from the mouth of a man who risked
everything – including his own life – to
end slavery. He knew that structural
injustice caused grievous suffering
for others. He knew that some things
couldn’t be fixed by simply making up
your mind to be happy.
Spiritual paths often encourage us
to see beyond causes and conditions; to
detach our well-being from the vagaries
of daily life. This is a noble endeavour
when we choose it for ourselves, and I
hope that everyone who reads this will so
choose. But we have no right to prescribe
that solution for another, especially when
the structure of the society in which we
live tends to distribute suffering – those
causes and conditions – unequally.
Abraham Lincoln recognized, if you
will, the interbeing of life. The suffering
of enslaved Africans made him unhappy
and hence he worked to end that injustice.
This is an appropriate, and deeply
spiritual, response.
As for quotes, I personally prefer the
Dalai Lama over Pollyanna: “Happiness
is not something ready-made. It comes
from your own actions.” Actions, I’d
add, that work to reduce others’ suffering.

New heritage walking tour for New Denver’s orchard

by Therese DesCamp
“Most folks are as happy as they
make up their minds to be,” Abraham
Lincoln is reputed to have said. A whole
lot of psychologists and social scientists
would seem to have proved this point
in the last 30 years. Many of them have
made their living teaching other people
the five steps, or three steps, or eight steps
to happiness.
Thank God for the pandemic, I say.
Because it messed up everyone’s life,
many of us became more open to seeing
structural suffering. And it’s there to
see, isn’t it: residential school graves,
protestors beaten at old-growth sites,
refugees everywhere.
I don’t want to badmouth the
importance of gratitude, of meditation, of

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly services and book group
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Contemplative Ecology Retreat with
Douglas Christie July 23.
For information & links, contact
widespotTZ@sbdemail.com
Turner Zion United Church of Canada
is alive and welcomes you
on-line — and in person.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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As funding dries up, Slocan Valley economic development group plans ahead
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership is planning
for the future – even as funding for the
program begins to wind down this fall.
The partnership, consisting of
representatives from the Villages of
New Denver, Silverton and Slocan, and
RDCK Area H Director Walter Popoff,
has directed the group’s economic
development officer to do an update of
its economic development strategy, and
report back in September.
“It’s a good time to take stock, to
see what the priorities are and check in
with Village councils and stakeholders,
to hear what the priorities are from their
perspective,” says Ron Leblanc, the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Coordinator. “But also to take a step
back from the Slocan Valley, and see
what the forces are that are shaping

the valley, shaping our economy and
community, to take a look down the
road.”
The first strategic plan was
completed in 2017, and came up
with nearly 30 recommendations for
developing business and the economy
of the Slocan Valley. It mostly addressed
more high-level economic initiatives,
like building networks of business,
valley creatives and entrepreneurs,
designing marketing campaigns,
and support strategies that supported
businesses on the macro level.
It also achieved several other goals,
says Leblanc – whose 2018 hiring as
ED coordinator was one of the top
recommendations in the study.
“What we did well was to connect
with local business, to build up some of
the tools that were needed or needed to
be updated – like the website, and we
put a lot of effort into social media. We

moved a lot of tools and information
online,” he says. “We built up some of
those tools, and used them for economic
development campaigns.”
Those included a ‘Shop Slocan’
buy local campaign, a craft sales
campaign around Christmas, a food
producer support campaign, and a local
musician support project, he said.
“We did some broad-level,
one-to-one business support too,
helping them… connecting them to
the resources that are out there in
the community, and that was very
successful as well.”

Moving on

But the program’s days are
numbered, as core funding for the
project has dried up. By October,
funding for Leblanc and his co-worker
Karen Kornelsen’s salaries will run out.
“Right now where we stand, as
of September there is no money to

implement this,” he says.
But with the help of $20,000
in funds from the RDCK and the
Economic Trust of the Southern Interior
(ETSI-BC), Leblanc can at least
develop a game plan for the future to
allow the economic development work
to continue – albeit in a different form.
“What we’re trying to do is set up
the valley partners with a plan with
different scenarios – what kinds of
things they can do as a Village council,
or what priorities can they pursue for
funding if those present themselves.”
The new study won’t be as
extensive as the 2017 report, but
Leblanc says much of that document
is still relevant today, despite the
pandemic, the legalization of cannabis,
and a population boom causing a
housing crunch in the valley in the
intervening years.
Leblanc plans a series of

consultation meetings or online sessions
this summer with stakeholders and the
public to update that information, look
for input on what new initiatives are in
demand, and at least sketch out plans
for the future.
Leblanc says he hopes the work of
the last five years will continue.
“We still have our fingers crossed
that something will come up, a grant
can be found and we can turn that into
more capacity…,” he told the Valley
Voice. “I would like to set this plan up
so there are different pathways, to say
‘here’s some priorities we can maybe
apply for grant money for.’ Or ‘here’s
some things a council can do, or the
RDCK or other stakeholders can do to
pick up the ball’ perhaps.
“So I just want to look into that,
so that we’re not wrapping up this
program with no further capacity, and
we just go silent.”

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

NAKUSP & AREA

Key to a thriving local economy

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Jones Boys Boats

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or
check our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming
events. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 8 pm daily until September 4, then back to 8 am-7 pm Bottle
returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662.

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Raven’s Nest

Open every day: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, 11a–3p • Our gazebo on
Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings please visit
RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: The latest in eco-fashion is now here
from Kelowna’s Brok Boys and Victoria’s Hemp & Company, as well as Abaka
of Montreal and Effort’s of Toronto. And our bookshelves are chock full of the
best books from BC & Canada and from around the world. • Thanks for shopping
local – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Nakusp Taxi

with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Kaslo Mechanical

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and Wage
Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie Merrifield (250)
358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service

Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SILVERTON

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out service
available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID protocols in
place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer
a wide range of products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally
produced and Natural products - Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat
Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health & Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing
& Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

Glacier View Service

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
COVID CARE ALLIANCE: This alliance
of independent Canadian doctors, scientists
and health care practitioners is committed to
providing top-quality and balanced evidencebased information to the Canadian public
about COVID-19 so that hospitalizations
can be reduced, lives saved, and our country
safely restored as quickly as possible. www.
canadiancovidcarealliance.org.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING – CAN
YOU HELP? The Slocan Valley Housing
Society wants to create more affordable
housing for families, single folk, and
seniors in the Slocan Valley. Do you
have land you could donate? Or money
to help us buy the perfect property?
We’re looking for a housing site that’s
approximately one to two acres, with

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

easy access to electricity, good water, and
close to transit and amenities. If you can
help us ease the housing crunch, please
contact Joyce, our society administrator,
at 250-226-7136, Tuesday or Thursdays,
9 am-2 pm.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Your ad could
be here for only
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 +
A.M.GST
- 2 P.M.
$12.00

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open Every Day!
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Chartered Professional Accountant

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, WorkSafeBC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

H. A. Benson Inc.

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET Come join us at Expo Park in the village of
Slocan. Featuring local farmers, artisans,
food, kids zone, and live music. Every
Saturday, 10 am-2 pm. June, July, and
August.
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Admission is by donation.
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share
at the break. Current COVID protocols
will apply.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am
to 1:30pm. This gem of a market offers a
bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
NEW DENVER’S HIDDEN GARDEN
GALLERY invites you to experience
artistic diversity. Linda Dixon’s textile
art exhibit ends on Sunday, July 17. John
Lavender paintings are featured, July 19-

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

24. Renata Escodro’s exhibit of drawings
runs from July 26-31. The Hidden Garden
Gallery is located at 112 Slocan Ave. The
gallery is open 10 am-3 pm, TuesdaySunday. For more information, please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
presents live events and activities all
summer long. Upcoming Concerts: July
15 - Mountainside Chamber Strings; July 16
- Songwriters Circle. Upcoming activities:
July 19 - Ceramics; July 20-21 - Tie Dye
Workshop; July 21 Pads & Bath Bombs; and
July 23 - Hike & Draw Adult Art Excursion.
Visit slocanlakeartscouncil.ca for more
information or to register for a class.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
presentation Monday, July 18 at 7 pm:
‘Stitched into Place.’ Bettina Matzkuhn
will discuss her recent work exploring
geography and nature through textiles
(reworked outdoor gear) and embroidery.
Contact slocanvalleythreadsguild@gmail.
com to sign up. Maximum 35. Admission
by donation.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway

The Valley Voice July 14, 2022
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
FORTIS POWER POLE, new, never
hooked up. $750 no tax, and ground $150.
Mitchell sells for $1600 + tax. Dave 250354-9268 Slocan City.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

68-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your friendly
neighbourhood
financial coach

Noah Lundy
(250) 800-9250

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

July 14, 2022 The Valley Voice
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
EXPERIENCED REPORTER wanted
at the Valley Voice. Part-time to start, with
possible opportunity to move to full-time.
Email resume to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca by July 30 at 5 pm.
THE WHOLE SCHOOL is hiring!
Looking for a new school coordinator to
join our educational team in our unique,
alternative independent school in beautiful
Winlaw. Someone who can perform the
following tasks: general administration,
public relations, student recruitment,
navigating our budget and invoicing with
our bookkeeper, social media engagement,
facilities management, and proficiency
with various software are an asset. Please
see our website under wholeschool.ca
under Happening Now! Send cover letter
and resume to wholeschool@gmail.com.
Closing date July 31, 2022.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life. Contact admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

COMMUNITY

help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.
PARENTS: ARE YOU CONCERNED
about your child or teen’s unhealthy
relationship with digital media? Want to
connect with other parents dealing with
similar issues? Sarah: 250-353-1737 or
baiyaat@me.com

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca
PUREBRED NORWEGIAN
ELKHOUND, male pup. Strikingly
beautiful male pup ready for a new home.
This rare breed matures to be about knee
high when fully grown and have lite
appetites. They have a beautiful silver
and black coat, with expressive, cute
facial markings. They (both parents) have

EDUCATION

excellent temperament, are great hiking
partners and super family dogs. Parents on
our farm. Call/Text (250) 364-0990.

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769
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JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters &
Wi-Fi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR a small acreage
just outside of Kaslo. My wife, Niki Verzuh,
is from the Kootenays and we’re hoping to
move to your lovely area. Contact Neale at
(250) 221-1195 or nealesmith2905@gmail.
com. Thanks very much!

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.
SMALL TRAVEL TRAILER, large water
tanks, 3 point tractor implements, and used
metal roofing wanted. Can pick up. 250895-0841, slocanfarmer@gmail.com.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

SERVICES

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
July 22,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

COMMUNITY
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Workshop introduces participants to restoration of wetlands
submitted
Biology, botany, history and
environmental restoration were all on
the agenda at a recent workshop held
in Slocan City.
More than 30 people met for the
three-day ‘Wetlandkeepers’ event,
put on by the BC Wildlife Federation
(BCWF) and Slocan Waterfront
Society (SWS) June 3-5.
The program attracted more
than 30 locals for intensive lessons
in biology, semi-aquatic vegetation
identification, micro-biota, and
wetland insect life.
“Wetlands are the most diverse
and fecund portions of our planet,”
says the SWS’s Denise Dufault. “Folks

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL
COUPLE with new baby
seeking home/land for
long term lease/purchase.
2++ bedroom, wood heat,
bathtub preferred. Will love
your home like it’s ours.
References available.
250-509-1488

like to live next to water so wetlands
are drained for ‘development’ and the
ecosystem is replaced.
“The planet needs us to retain and
restore wetlands, for the multitude of
benefits or nature-based systems as
solutions, to increased carbon capture,
flood protection and a habitat for fish,
birds and other animals.”
After an introductory session
Friday evening, the group met in the
cool and wet the next morning to
convoy to Little Slocan Lake. There
they explored the wetlands, finding
exotic plants like a wild orchid about
to bloom and a single endangered
western toadlet.
“One participant found a snake
that had recently eaten a mouse!”
said Dufault.
The group did a mapping exercise
to learn how to determine if it was
a healthy wetland. They noticed
vegetation differed just 10 metres
away from where the shoreline had
been disturbed by a boat launch.
Later, at Crooked Horn Farm,
Gregoire Lamoureux of the Slocan
River Streamkeepers showed his

wetlands restoration. Lamoureux
has replanted the shoreline to halt the
scouring of the river on the riparian
zone and added shallow pond habitat
for amphibians and boxes for birds,
ducks and bats.
On Sunday, the group met at
the mouth of Springer Creek in
Slocan, on the old mill site. Collected
into a single channel and culverted
in the 1960s, the area used to be
a floodplain, and the participants
learned how it was a primary fish
spawning habitat for the whole of
Slocan Lake.
“We discussed opportunities
for enhancement,” said Dufault.

“When the Village of Slocan’s
council allows the restoration of this
important creek, we will all happily
remove the pavement, and cement
culverts allowing room for the creek
to become a healthy wetland for fish
spawning again.”
The group then conducted a site
inspection of Ravine Creek Farm.
The inspection was conducted by
Neil Fletcher of the BCWF, and the
group located the historic drainage,
now altered severely by agriculture,
road work and other development.
The farm’s owner plans to restore
water into this basin of land for some
amphibians, birds like ducks and

herons, and to have more water for
irrigation.
Upon completion of the
workshop, participants each received
a Wetlandkeeper Certificate. They
can also get follow-up support from
the Wetlands Education Program
Manager.
The BCWF education
programming returns to the Slocan
and Kootenay-Boundary for
their intensive Wetlands Institute
September 19-25, 2022. Application
information can be found online, or
by contacting alyssa.purse@bcwf.
bc.ca or by telephoning 604-882-9988
ext. 239.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of a small community
on the west shore of the Arrow
Lakes held a community clean-up on
Father’s Day weekend. They spent
the Saturday removing nearly 800
kilos of trash from an abandoned
squatter’s camp near West Arrow
Park. The squatters have moved

on after two years, but left behind
a pile of waste, including old tires,
camp equipment, gas and propane
canisters, and general trash.
“We wanted to reclaim a popular
community swimming spot and
discourage future squatters from
moving in, or thinking it was an
okay place to dump trash,” said one
of the organizers of the clean-up,

who asked not to be named. She also
thanked RDCK Area K Director
Paul Peterson for picking up the tab
for hauling the waste to the landfill.
“I’m always happy to support
resident-led initiatives to clean up
their communities,” Peterson told
the Valley Voice. “We can provide
a community grant to help cover
disposal costs.”

West Arrow Park residents clean up squatter’s camp

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

AVIS EXCAVATING

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

• Top Soil • Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Serving the Slocan Valley

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crane Service

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Wired by Alex
Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Outlawseeds.
online

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....

Leaf Cabinetry

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Randy
Speers
Construction

Over 20 yrs Experience

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

wauvikrenos@gmail.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Darcy Feiffer

250-265-7437

Proudly Serving The Kootenays And Surrounding Areas
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Catching the buzz about bees at Elk Root Conservation gardens
submitted
Elk Root Conservation’s
gardens have been buzzing with
bees – and also with buzzy little
explorers.
The Bee Safari program
launched last year by the
Vallican-based farm society
returned this year as a huge
success.
In the last few weeks, youth
groups such as Heartwood Nature
School and Nelson Naturekids
have joined the Elk Root crew
to learn about the importance of
pollinators in getting dinner on
our tables.
“It’s the ultimate bee-themed
summer day camp,” says Laena
Brown, co-safari leader. “There’s
fun physical activities, games,
crafts, walking tours, stories, and
even a pollination puppet show.”
The program is led by Elk
Root Conservation Board Chair
Kate Mizenka, Volunteer Leader
Laena Brown, and Elk Root

Conservation’s team of youth
interns.
“Kids learn so much through
play,” said Brown. “They’re
having all this fun, and soaking
in all of this awesome education
at the same time.”
“We could really feel the

submitted
The Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation has just
announced $65,400 in grants to
community groups throughout
the Kootenays.
“There are so many
amazing community initiatives
happening all across our region
right now, and the diversity of
applications this granting cycle
was great to see,” shares Aron
Burke, Community Liaison for
KSCU. “We know how much

time, effort and energy goes into
helping make our communities
stronger and more inclusive
places to live, and we’re just so
happy and proud to be able to
support that work.”
Of the 25 organizations
receiving funds in this latest
intake of grant applications to the
Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation, nine are in our area:
Central Kootenay Food Policy
Council ($1,100 for updated
Food & Farm Directory); Dark

passion and enthusiasm for their
work coming through from the
educators,” says Jenni Stol,
volunteer leader of Nelson
Naturekids. “We hope our group
will be able to visit again!”
“It was cool to see the bees
and what their hives looked like,”

Elk Root Conservation’s Bee Safari program teaches children about the
importance of bees and other pollinators.

says 10-year-old Anna, from
Nelson. “Naturekids said bees
are so important because they
are one of the best pollinators.”
If Elk Root Conservation’s
Bee Sarafi would be of interest to
you or to a group you know, reach
out to elkrootconservation@
gmail.com.
To k e e p u p t o d a t e
on educational offerings,
internships and to learn about
the other initiatives that Elk
Root Conservation is working
on to better our community
and planet, sign up to their
email list by visiting www.
elkrootconservation.org.
Elk Root Conservation is a
grassroots, volunteer-driven, notfor-profit organization located
in Vallican in the Slocan Valley,
with a regenerative educational
demonstration farm in the
process of organic certification.
Elk Root Conservation’s
mission is to protect the planet

Kootenay Savings Community Foundation awards over $123,000 in grants and bursaries
Water Dragons in New Denver
($1,000 for rowing team UV
protection shirts); JV Humphries
School ($700 for community
shelter/outdoor classroom); the
Kaslo Curling Club ($1,000
for ice maintenance equipment
upgrades); Lardeau Opportunity
LINKS Society ($2,000 for
laptop and external hard drive);
Nakusp & Area Youth Society
($1,200 for youth summer
recreation programming);
Passmore Public Hall

Association ($5,000 for
building and grounds upgrades);
Slocan Park Hall Society
($2,500 for building upgrades);
and Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology ($8,900 for disabledaccess nature trails).
Along with the recent
grants, Kootenay Savings is also
awarding $58,450 in bursaries
and summer camp sponsorships
to help local high school and
post-secondary students pursue
their dreams and goals.

and local food security through
inclusionary education and
innovations in regenerative,
sustainable agriculture, ethical
beekeeping and environmental
conservation. For five years,
they have been empowering
and educating all ages in the
West Kootenay community
and greater BC to conserve
the ecosystem and protect all
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pollinators.
Elk Root Conservation is
holding its first-ever community
open house fundraiser event
on August 28, 4-8 pm, at the
demonstration farm. The event
will include live music, food
trucks, local vendors, a pumpkin
patch tour and jack-o-lantern
reservations, honey tasting and
much more.

Slocan Lake Golf Club
Restaurant

NOW OPEN
Wednesday - Saturday
4-8 pm
358-2408
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3 bedroom Home with Guest Cabin $650 000 in Winlaw

Own 21.56 acres of usable land with a solid 3 bedroom one bathroom
home plus a bonus guest cabin! Lots of places to park with a carport
and a detached double garage/shop. The home is open with lots of
natural light and a cozy wood burning stove.

The Lardeau Valley Historical Society hosted a Community Museum Celebration on June 26 with live music, square dancing, forge demonstrations, kids’ games,
face painting and more. This group showed up in style: Everest Keane, Mackenna EmmaLee Isaak, Jim Mainland, Crystal Schonberg, Linda Mellus, Tina McLaren.

Log Home Living on the East Shore $500, 000

Enjoy seasonal or year-round worry free living in this well-cared for
cozy 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom log home. You are perched in the trees
among the community of Boswell; yet without the worries of private
water and septic.

Sarah Rilkoff
Realtor®
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path
Realty

Lori Korkola to show at Studio Connexion
submitted
The Summer Exhibitions Series
at Studio Connexion is already in
mid-season. From July 12 to 30, the
gallery features artist Lori Korkola
and her new collection of landscapes
titled Here and There.
From northern Ontario, Lori
grew up on top of the Canadian
Shield surrounded by the boreal

forest. She left the north to pursue
her post-secondary education and
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts
and a Bachelor of Education. She
started her career in the Kootenays
at Nakusp Secondary School then
returned back east to continue her
28-year stretch as a secondary school
art teacher.
Her pieces are usually reflections

Proud to bring you the 14th season!
JULY 12 - JULY 30:
AUGUST 3 - 20: 		
AUG. 24 - SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 13 - OCT. 1:

Lori KORKOLA
Delreé DUMONT
Ann EYNON
Chantal JULIEN

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm • More Info: 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

of her feelings about Canadian
landscapes, more specifically the
landscapes of her youth, and also
what she experiences while hiking.
Her work is an ongoing exploration
of light as it filters through the trees
or bounces off the water. Working
mainly in acrylic, Lori also likes to
use mixed media from time to time.
Korkola will be in attendance at
the opening reception and invites you
to come on Friday, July 15 from 5 to
7 pm. Her beautiful landscapes will
be of interest to all art lovers.
Studio Connexion gallery hours
are 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to
Saturday. Other times can be arranged
by contacting the gallerist: Anne
Béliveau. Call or text: 250-2658888. Studio Connexion is located
at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in the heart
of Nakusp (same street as the Old
Firehall). Follow Studio Connexion
on social media and check the website:
www.studioconnexiongallery.com.
An official venue of the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour, Studio Connexion
represents more than 20 Canadian
artists. A Gift for Your Eyes...and You!

