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Alvarez family donates Bonanza Marsh property to the Nature Conservancy of Canada
habitat for migratory and resident
birds. It forms part of a wildlife
corridor for grizzly bear, moose, elk
and other animals. Species listed on
the federal Species at Risk Act that
have been observed on the property
include grizzly bear (special concern),
little brown myotis (endangered) and
western toad (special concern).
“It would be hard to overstate the
value of this land from a conservation
perspective,” said NCC’s Richard
Klafki. “The abundance and diversity
of wildlife here is immediately
apparent. The commitment shown
by the Alvarez family to this land for
more than half a century is amazing,
and the Nature Conservancy of
Canada is honoured that they have
entrusted their legacy to our care.”
The next step is for NCC’s
stewardship staff to do a detailed
baseline inventory of the property and
develop a property management plan.
“We’ll look at all the values and any
issues like invasive plants, and then
we’ll have our stewardship team work
with the Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society and other groups like
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
that cherish wetlands,” he said. “We
will make sure it stays pristine like
the Alvarez family kept it for more
than 60 years.”
Klafki said NCC is often involved
in larger landscape-level projects,
like the Darkwoods Conservation
Area, the Qat’muk Indigenous
Protected and Conserved Area, and
the Cottonwood Lake project, but
the organization is now interested in
smaller “keystone projects” like this
one, as well. Recognizing that the
marsh is part of the larger Bonanza
Biodiversity Corridor, Klafki said
it made a lot of sense for NCC to
acquire the property.
“We’re accelerating our pace
of conservation because of climate
change and the rapid loss of
biodiversity,” Klafki said. “In order
to fight the losses, we’re getting
involved in conservation projects

from small keystone projects like this
one to larger landscape-level projects,
working with local governments,
First Nations and everyone involved.”
NCC has a long-term endowment
fund to support the organization’s

day-to-day stewardship work. For
every NCC project, the organization
raises funds to add to the endowment
fund. In addition to the generous
donation of land by the Alvarez
family through the Government of

Canada’s Ecological Gifts Program,
this project was also supported by
the US Fish and Wildlife Service,
American Friends of Canadian
Nature Inc., Kicking Horse Coffee
and Eric Grace.
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by Jan McMurray
In the early 1960s, Arthur and
Marguerite Alvarez bought a piece of
the Bonanza Marsh in Hills, with the
intention of protecting it in perpetuity.
Three generations later, that original
intent has been assured. The family
has donated the land to the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (NCC).
“The marsh was always there to
be left alone,” said Pierre Alvarez in
an interview. “My parents deserve a
lot of credit for that. They recognized
how fragile that ecosystem was, and
that’s why they bought it when they
had the opportunity.”
The almost five-hectare piece
of property encompasses the
lakeshore portion of the marsh,
and borders the Snk’mip Marsh
Sanctuary (17.4 hectares), which
protects the upper reaches of the
marsh complex. Richard Klafki of
the Nature Conservancy of Canada
estimates that 80%-85% of the marsh
is now protected as conservation
land. “There’s only a sliver left in
private hands,” he said.
The donation of the Alvarez
property to the NCC has been in the
works for at least eight years, Pierre
said. “It was something we talked
about well before my mom got sick
and passed away. Things were put on
hold while she was sick, so we took a
bit of a break, but we’re really pleased
it’s completed now.”
The Alvarez family still owns one
acre of the property, where the house
is located. Pierre says he and all four
of his siblings (Henri, Nanette, Marc
and Christine) spend time there every
year, and now their adult children are
coming, as well.
An NCC press release says
the wetland area donated by the
Alvarez family supports an incredible
diversity of wildlife and sensitive
ecosystems and plays an essential
role in maintaining water quality in
Slocan Lake. It includes spawning
grounds for kokanee salmon and
other fish, and nesting and feeding

The Bonanza Marsh in Hills. The lakeshore portion of the marsh has recently been donated to the Nature
Conservancy of Canada by the Alvarez family.
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Lower Kootenay Band demands immediate stop to Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging
by Jan McMurray
The people protesting the logging
near Argenta have cleared out, but now
the Lower Kootenay Band’s chief and
council have issued a Cease and Desist
Order, demanding both a halt to the
logging and the addition of the area to the
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy.

Lower Kootenay Band
demands

In a letter dated June 10 to Tara
DeCourcy of the Ministry of Forests,
Chief Jason Louie states: “The ArgentaJohnsons Landing Face and benches
are in the unceded territory of the Yaqan
Nukiy people also known as the Lower

Kootenay Band. We have expressed
concerns about the logging of CP 405
and CP 416, but those concerns have
never been addressed and indeed there
has never been any consultation with
Lower Kootenay Band.
“We demand that the forest
company, Cooper Creek stop logging
on the Argenta-Johnsons Landing Face
and benches immediately. In addition,
we demand that the area be added to the
proposed Purcell Wilderness Park that
surrounds these new logging sites.
“As the Chief and Council of the
Lower Kootenay Band, we expect a
response to our demands immediately.”

Bill Kestell of Cooper Creek Cedar
reports that the cutting permit was
referred to the Ktunaxa Nation, of which
the Lower Kootenay Band is a member.

Last Stand West Kootenay
update

Members of Last Stand West
Kootenay (LSWK) and their local
supporters took down Sprout Camp after
a visit from the RCMP on June 7.
“The police served us papers, saying
we had to leave,” Fox, one of the
protestors, told the Valley Voice. “No
one wanted to relive the police raid that
happened on May 17.”
Sprout Camp was set up on private
property on Argenta Road on May 22,
after the original camp was destroyed in
the police raid on May 17. Sprout Camp
– unlike the original Grouse Camp – was
not blocking the forest service road, but
was set up by protestors “to observe
and to rally the community for future
actions.”
The group cleaned up Sprout Camp
and “left it in better condition than we
found it,” Fox said, which was another
reason they decided to leave on their
own terms rather than wait to be forced
to leave by police. “We saw what the
police and industry did at Grouse Camp
– they left it in a really miserable state,”
she said. “We want to be in right relation
with the land.”

Fox says the group decided they
had higher priorities than maintaining
the camp, and feel it’s a good time to
“take a break, see how things evolve,
and re-strategize.”
While at Sprout Camp, the group
participated in a few “pop-up actions,”
Fox said. Veteran activists Mick
Grabowsky and Eloise Charet showed
up on June 1 and sat in front of the gate
at the bottom of the forest service road,
with LSWK members there to show
support. When the Kaslo RCMP arrived,
everyone cleared the road except Mick
and Eloise, who were arrested. On June
6, there was a colourful Pride Month
celebration and Fox says a community
member sat in front of the gate. But
these actions didn’t deter the loggers
from working.
“They were still finding a way to go
up there and work with the equipment
they already had inside the gate,” Fox
said. “So that also kind of played into
the decision to break camp. Is it worth
getting arrested for a camp that’s not
blocking or preventing industry from
going forward with their operations?”
The loggers are working on block 4
now, Fox said, which is not as concerning
to the group as blocks 5 and 7. “We’re
passionate about blocks 5 and 7, where
there is old-growth and signs of caribou,”
she said. “They are saying they are doing
everything to protect caribou habitat

Eloise Charet and Mick Grabowsky showed up to protest the logging near Argenta on June 1.
They were arrested, and given the same July 19 court date as the 17 others arrested at the site
on May 17.

according to the regulations, but in
our opinion, wouldn’t it be best to just
leave it alone? Mountain caribou are
endangered, and we’re spending millions
to kill wolves and to capture caribou,
collar them and pen them. If we know
there is an area where they are thriving,
we should just leave it alone.”
She said regulations about oldgrowth are just as nonsensical to LSWK.
“They say they can cut old-growth over
here because they have old-growth
management areas over there, but most
of our old-growth management areas
don’t even have old-growth – they
are steep, rocky alpine areas that are
inoperable for industry. So they designate
that as an old-growth management area
and get away with cutting down lowelevation forest that contains all this
biodiversity.”
The 17 people who were arrested
on May 17, plus Mick and Eloise, have
a July 19 court date in Nelson. Last
Stand West Kootenay is fundraising for
legal fees, and has an online campaign
at https://fundrazr.com/a200te. The Last
Stand West Kootenay Facebook page
and other social media channels have
more information.

Community field trip

Two Cooper Creek Cedar
representatives took four community
members on a field tour of block 4 on
May 31, after the logging had begun. The
tour was requested by a resident whose
water comes from Salisbury Creek,
near the harvesting operation. One of
the attendees was Karen Newmoon,
member of the Argenta-Johnsons
Landing Liaison Committee, formed
to keep communication open between
community members and Cooper Creek
Cedar.
Newmoon reports that block 4 is
22.4 hectares, and is the only block in
the cutting permit (CP 405) that has a
clearcut component. She said 6.3 hectares
of the block will be clearcut – and this
was recommended by the community’s
technical advisory committee because
of forest health concerns. The wildlife
tree retention area in this cutblock is 5.3
hectares.
Newmoon said tour attendees felt
the logging was being done well – and
chalked that up to the high level of public
scrutiny of the operation.
Newmoon said communication
between the community and CCC has
been very good, but “that in no way
implies that the community accepts or
supports the logging.”
We requested an interview with
Cooper Creek Cedar, but the company
is not responding to media interviews
at this time.

Pavilion COVID
outbreak over

by Jan McMurray
The COVID-19 outbreak at the
Pavilion long-term care wing of the
Slocan Community Health Centre was
declared over on June 13. There were
10 cases of COVID-19 and no deaths
during the outbreak. The outbreak was
declared May 27.
The outbreak on the medical unit
at the Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital in Trail ended on June 6. There
were 15 cases and one death associated
with the Trail hospital outbreak.
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Wayne McCrory honoured with prestigious Land Champion Award
hectares in BC.
“The Valhalla Wilderness Society is
grateful that the Real Estate Foundation
of BC granted Wayne its highest
conservation award,” said Craig Pettitt,
VWS director, in a VWS press release.
“Wayne has been throughout his life a
true champion of the wild.”
Stephen Hui of the Real Estate
Foundation said several outstanding
nominations were received for the
Land Champion Award, and Wayne’s
nomination, submitted by Kendra
Norwood of the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, “rose to the top.” Three
past chairpeople of the foundation made
up the selection committee.
Wayne, who just turned 80, grew up
in a mining family in the New Denver
area in the 1950s. As one of the founding
directors of the Valhalla Wilderness
Society (VWS), he spearheaded
campaigns for the Khutzeymateen and
Spirit Bear protected areas, as well as
Goat Range Provincial Park. He was
part of the VWS team that successfully
advocated Valhalla Provincial Park.
He also founded the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology land trust,
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submitted
Wayne McCrory has received the
prestigious Land Champion Award from
the Real Estate Foundation of BC, in
recognition of his significant contribution
to protection of wilderness and wildlife in
the province. The professional biologist,
conservationist and environmental
advocate from Hills was presented with
the award at the Land Awards Gala on
June 9 in New Westminster.
“Legendary conservationist and
professional biologist Wayne McCrory
has dedicated his life to protecting large
and small tracts of ecologically important
land across BC,” states a press release
issued by the BC Real Estate Foundation.
“McCrory’s leadership has created a
rich legacy for BC and the world, and
has inspired countless people to stand
up for bears, wildlands, and endangered
species.”
Wayne is a founding director of the
Valhalla Wilderness Society and the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology, and he
has worked extensively with a number of
First Nations. His collaborative efforts
with these and other organizations have
led to the protection of over 560,000

Wayne McCrory with his wife, Lorna Visser, at the Snk’mip Marsh in Hills.

which, thanks largely to McCrory and
his partner Lorna Visser, has helped
to achieve the acquisition of a number
of private land parcels that have been
protected and restored. The Snk’mip
Marsh Sanctuary in Hills and the Valhalla
Mile property on the east side of Slocan
Lake are two of these.
In his work with First Nations,
he initiated the grizzly bear viewing
programs in the Great Bear Rainforest,
and his independent research led to
the Tsilhqot’in Nation creating a large
wild horse preserve and a large Tribal
protected area.
At 80 years old, Wayne continues his
work as a champion of the environment.
In response to his award, he is calling
on the BC government to protect at
least 50% of the provincial land base,
including adequate old-growth forest.
“There’s now a huge body of science
that says we need to protect 50% of
ecosystems,” Wayne said. “Several
elections ago, the government promised
to protect as much of the province as was

protected in the Great Bear Rainforest.
This would mean full protection of
at least 37% plus much improved
ecosystem-based logging. Instead, it’s
been log, log and log and just sticking
to 14% in parks, which is far too little.”
He points out that Valhalla
Wilderness Society has three longstanding and well-researched large
provincial park proposals in the Inland
Temperate Rainforest, and expressed
great disappointment with the current BC
government’s failure to create adequate
new parks and protected areas. “All we
have had from government is the painful
witnessing of clearcutting of some
key old-growth areas of our proposals,
including endangered mountain caribou
winter habitat, despite large public
support for protection.”
Wayne says the superior carbon
capture of old trees is desperately needed
to help combat the grave consequences of
climate change and loss of biodiversity.
“Although the Province has moved
to defer some old-growth from logging,

it’s not enough,” Wayne said.
Wayne is clearly a champion of the
wild and a very deserving recipient of
this Real Estate Foundation Land Award.
The awards celebrate “big ideas” and
“bold leadership,” honouring people and
projects that raise the bar for innovation,
forge new partnerships, and advance our
thinking about our relationships with the
lands, waters, and built environments we
are all connected to.
Congratulations to Wayne McCrory,
an exemplary Land Champion.
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OPINION

Responding to
Jim Van Horn

I have a motorcycle. It is mostly a
toy. Smelling sheep, seeing farmers,
being behind chip haulers, swine
and cattle trucks, and the aroma
of barnyard odours are reminders
that transportation of food and
commodities need to have and
rightly have a different place in our
economic structure than individuals,
such as myself and yourself, who
have the luxury and leisure to ride
motorcycles. Those animals suffer
enough stuck on the back of big
trucks being transported to their
impending doom. We ride in rain,
when it’s too hot, when it’s too cold;
surely a little smelliness or having to
wait in line for an extra half hour is
worth making sure those animals, our
food and commodities and people’s
livelihoods are given first priority.
Joanne Feenstra
Slocan

Box Mountain
article
misleading

I found the May 19 article ‘Box
Mountain wildfire risk reduction
project fizzles out for now’ to be
very misleading. The article makes
it sound as if only three individuals
were responsible for having the
wildfire risk reduction put on hold.
The “documents” that they submitted
to government were obtained by
the hard work of others that were
never mentioned. The support and
kindness which was shown to us
from Mr. Hammond, Dr. Simard
and the Autonomous Sinixt was not
originally given to Ms. Whyte but
to other members of the Protectors
of Box Mountain Watershed
group, of which she is no longer a
member. The goal of the Protectors
of Box Mountain Watershed is the
preservation of Box Mountain and
that is the only arrangement that we

will accept. Giving thanks to the
mayor and council and NACFOR is
hard to understand. If they had truly
considered the residents of Crescent
Bay as stakeholders, they would have
informed us and included us from the
very beginning, rather than trying
to hide this project for three years.
Let us hope that if this project is to
be considered in the future that due
diligence will be followed and that
all residents of Crescent Bay will be
informed.
This project is being put on hold
because of funding, not because
of the concern of the residents
who would have to live with the
aftermath.
‘On pause’ does not mean
cancelled.
Cindy Schroff
Crescent Bay

Old-growth

When two children are fighting
over a toy, an adult intervenes
to teach how to get along, share
and mediate their differences. Our
everyday lives should reflect these
teachings and yet I don’t see this
happening.
While standing for the oldgrowth trees in Revelstoke, I
observed a variety of First Nations
come to our blockade and declare
the land as their territory, tell us we
were doing a good job and wish us
good luck – a sort of hit and run
ordeal. What I experienced was
people fighting over a possession,
not getting along and helping one
another for the sake of saving oldgrowth trees.
I see our Sinixt people making a
comeback from an unjust extinction
and I observe many nations, like a
pack of hungry wolves, trying to
usurp their homeland. The colonial
government, who thrives on ‘divide
and conquer,’ hands out territory to
surrounding nations and allows them
to sign off on major developments
and resource extraction, creating a
problem for the Sinixt to have any
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land to stand on. Then on top of this,
the Sinixt themselves are divided
between the Colville Confederated
Tribes and the Autonomous Sinixt.
What will it take for all of us to get
along for a common cause so we
can leave a living legacy to future
generations of life on earth? What
kind of examples are we to our
children?
When I watch our youth and
local people struggling to save oldgrowth, I can see the comparison in
our struggle to respect elder trees as
we honour the ancestors who lived on
this land before us. The stories these
trees can tell of how they survived
extinction and observed many
generations come and go. How they
shaded the young seedlings to live in
harmony with their environment. A
normal forest, like a normal family,
is multi-generational. The trees help
one another to thrive – they are not
just a bunch of factory seedlings
trying to survive. Our old-growth
teaches us to learn from the lessons
of the past and prevent the tragedy of
repeating our mistakes – if only we
could listen to them.
Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver

Hope and
propaganda

Religiously, a majority of
Canadians will eagerly line up for
their booster shots – though those
fill only Pfizer’s pockets. You’re
supposed to get a lift, but be aware
of the hard landing. Your natural
immune system will be even more
compromised and you may be
deprived of immunity altogether. The
booster wanes after a few weeks and
then what? Alas, humanity is rising
up against these global crimes, and
there is hope for our future.
‘Stop World Control’ has created
a World Freedom Directory, with
618 organizations that expose the
plandemic and are fighting for
freedom. The organizations are on a
map so you can find an organization
near you (stopworldcontrol.com/
map). Here are a few of those freedom
organizations: America’s Front
Line Doctors connect physicians,
scientists, and lawyers around the
world; World Doctors Alliance links
medical professionals globally and
have contact with 87,000 nurses who
do not want the vaccine; Medical
Freedom Alliance in the UK; Brasil
Paralelo.com; Comusav, a Spanish
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speaking group in 22 countries,
with more than 4,000 doctors and
a steadily increasing number of
lawyers.
Breaking news: Media outlets
around the world are on red alert over
the world’s first-ever global outbreak
of Monkeypox in mid-May 2022,
just one year after the international
Munich Security Conference (March
2021, with Bill Gates in attendance)
held a table-top exercise of a “global
pandemic involving an unusual strain
of Monkeypox” beginning in midMay 2022.
The Monkeypox (aka Money
pox) disease is extremely rare,
has hardly ever been seen outside
Africa, and has never been recorded
in multiple countries at the same
time, until now. In the British
online newspaper, The Exposé,
Wednesday, June 8, 2022, I found
a map of countries where the WHO
has identified cases of Monkeypox
since early May 2022, and a second
map showing the main distribution
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.
(Note that Pfizer did business only
with countries that accepted the nonliability clause.) The maps show the
same countries. Why are the current
outbreaks of Monkeypox almost all
in countries that accepted Pfizer’s
COVID-19 gene therapy?
A coincidence of course, and
coming into being by way of the
almighty, but questionable and
unreliable, PCR test, I guess.
So, is Monkeypox related to
COVID-19, or to Pfizer, or to Bill
Gates?
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Little Slocan
floodplain
study needed

I live in Passmore and help run
Passmore Laboratory. For three
years, we have been testing water
from the Little Slocan River for the
Streamkeepers water monitoring
program. The water quality on the
Little Slocan below a slide and into
the main river has deteriorated due to
high turbidity. You can see the report
on the Streamkeepers website.
We have lived here for over 30
years and have seen many changes
in the river and surrounding land.
I don’t know if the changes are the
direct result of human activities, but
they do fit with impacts expected
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and explained to us by professional
hydrologists and geoscientists.
The features, changes and impacts
we’ve seen are:
1. An increase in bedload –
rock, gravel/sand, sediment moving
downstream. The gravel shifts,
reroutes the main channel and fills in
entrances into side channels. It fills in
pools and, at freshet, impacts water
quality. Over time, the volume of
sediment has increased.
2. Extremes in flow – higher high
flows and constant shifting of main
channel. At low flows, the pools are
shallower, habitat for aquatic life has
been degraded and the water is warmer
in summer.
3. Increase in woody debris
and fallen trees leading to channel
blockages which divert water and alter
direction of water flow.
4. Residents have blocked (filled
in) entrances to side channels. Over
time, this has led to a shift in the main
channel to the south where the unstable
geology exists (see 5 below).
5. A kame terrace on the south
side of the river. Here, a glacial
feature consisting of a very fine grey
clay acts as a barrier to groundwater.
When water hits this layer, it moves
horizontally. Under certain conditions,
this can start landslides.
6. Private land logging next to the
river. This can increase the volume
of groundwater hitting the clay layer
described above.
In 1997, a high-water event at
freshet triggered a shift in the channel
and a large slide occurred. A study was
conducted, and it was recommended
that logs be installed at the base of the
slide. Also, willow and cottonwood
were planted throughout the slide. The
trees grew well. However, in 2012,
a larger slide began downstream,
and this one has now migrated west
(upstream) towards the first one.
Some of the original log structures and
planted trees remain, but new deposits
of the grey clay are emerging.
To avoid ongoing problems,
including damage to the ecosystem,
aquatic life, water quality, and people’s
homes, a thorough study of Little
Slocan floodplain should be done.
Some of the things that should be
addressed are: building on vulnerable
land beside or above the river;
blockage, alteration, or modification
of side channels and how to reopen
old ones; building of bridges, roads,
or other features in the flood plain
– especially across existing side
channels; logging on private land; how
to maintain the integrity of existing
channels by occasionally clearing log
jams; how to restore the ecological
integrity and function of the Upper
Little Slocan watershed forest, which
has been severely impacted due to
logging.
If we don’t act, the problems will
get worse – we can expect more slides,
more impacts to people’s land and
more damage to the rivers we love.
Jennifer Yeow
Passmore
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Open letter to
Chris Walker
(Daybreak
Kelowna) re:
doctor shortage
interview with
Adrian Dix

I’d like to suggest the following
questions as a basis for another
program with the Minister of Health
in BC.
Thank you for attempting to
take Dix to task on this issue. When
politicians obfuscate like this, I
find it intolerable. Obviously, there
is no plan because it would cost
money and the NDP does not seem
to consider this issue a priority. Dix
was extremely evasive.
What amazes me is that not only
do we have a doctor shortage but
also nothing has been put in place
to formally assist people without
doctors as they wait for a solution.
This is truly like the Wizard of Oz
behind the curtain. I would really like
to hear a program that will at least
address the abysmal communication
and lack of transparency regarding
this issue, specifically:
-If I am on a wait list for a general
practitioner, WHERE am I on that
wait list? I deserve to be able to
track my position on this list within
my geographic region, that is, an
area where I can actually go to an
appointment without travel hardship.
-There needs to be a protocol for
basic services. For example, what
is the protocol now for renewing
prescriptions? Do I have to go to a
walk-in clinic? How often will I have
to do this? What if I am unable to get
an appointment in time to renew my
prescriptions? Is anyone obliged to
review my health before renewing
these prescriptions?
-What is the protocol for caring
for someone without a family
doctor in case of an emergency or
an immediate need for informed
treatment? Past medical history
can be critical in an emergency and
not everything is in digital medical
records. As a patient, I deserve to
know what that protocol is so I can
alert friends or family who may be
thrown into an immediate, stressful
situation.
-I mean PROTOCOLS. There
should be a transparent workplan
that is available to all patients and
followed by all physicians that may
be caring for someone without a GP.
There should be a clear understanding
of expectations between patients and
the medical system.
-Lastly, it goes without saying
that not only does there need to be a
plan but there needs to be a detailed
investigation into the roadblocks
that have led to this situation. Payfor-service billing is a problem?
Then what is the solution? A team
approach is considered more useful

and will provide retention? How so?
If it is in place, where is it succeeding
or failing? What other models have
been considered and what are the
pros and cons?
These are just some of my
concerns. I think they are reasonable
expectations and I would like some
answers.
Randi Fjeldseth
Vallican

Nuclear power
a bad choice

Rob Macrae’s editorial urging
the Conservative Party to propose
nuclear power generation as a
solution to the climate crisis outlined
four drawbacks that would have
to be overcome. Number one was
location, number two, long-term
storage, three, high capital costs,
and four was security. He missed
the most serious drawbacks: nuclear
meltdown and contamination, and
the loss of habitable space on this
shrinking planet.
Chernobyl’s meltdown in 1986
was only stopped from contaminating
a huge part of Europe due to luck
and terrible human sacrifice. It
contaminated 150,000 kilometres
of land, and spread as much as 500
kilometres north of the plant. With a
29-year half life, the contamination
will still be one quarter of what it
was in 1986 in 2044. There is a
30-kilometre exclusion zone around
that plant which is essentially
uninhabited.
Fukushima melted down in 2011
contaminating 30,000 square miles
of land, and creating a 311.5-squaremile exclusion zone. Fukushima is
still leaking contaminated seawater
into our ocean.
Mr. Macrae points out that
Canada has plenty of uranium, and
“decades of experience working
safely with nuclear energy.” But what
is a decade in relation to a nuclear
accident that could take many, many
decades to heal. And it only takes
one oopsy.
I would also point out that
Russia alone has lost nine nuclear
submarines to the sea, and many
still remain on the sea floor, biding
their time to spill their horrid poison.
These sites also have good-sized
exclusion zones where all fishing is
prohibited. If you add all the nuclear
test sites, we have already lost a fair
swath of our beautiful, generous
planet.
When I was in high school,
our teacher told us that the biggest
problem with nuclear power was
learning what to do with the waste,
but assured us that technology would
surely solve that problem. That
problem remains. I left that high
school in 1968.
Mr. Macrae is right... some
Canadians are energy gluttons. We
build houses that are far bigger than
we need, and many people insist on
high vaulted ceilings rendering those
houses far less energy efficient. We

drive big pickup trucks and large
SUVs to protect ourselves in the
event of accidents, but ignore the
fact that fatalities are not that high
for accidents where small cars are
involved, and increase substantially
for the car passengers when a truck
is involved.
Solar and wind power can be used
to keep our environment cleaner, but
replacing energy from hydrocarbons
with solar would render a huge
swath of our land unusable for other
purposes, and sapping the wind
of its energy may very well have
unforeseen consequences.
If we really want to continue to
thrive and survive, we need to reduce
our population, our expectations,
and our exploitation of this planet’s
resources. Gambling our future on
the nuclear dream would be the worst
choice we could make.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Abolish the WHO

The WHO and the globalists
suffered a stunning defeat as the
proposed amendments to the
International Healthy Regulations
were voted down at the World Health
Assembly meeting in Geneva last
month. The amendments would have
given the WHO total control over
pandemics and whatever they define
as such. It was a case of democracy
prevailing and the rejection of the
WHO’s plans. This didn’t take away
the power of the WHO. Now they
are working on how to deal with the
next pandemic.
Before letting them deal with
the next pandemic, we should
assess how they dealt with this one.
Pandemic – the very word brings up
images of plagues, catastrophe, and
panic. It is like yelling “fire” in a
crowded theatre. The word certainly
got our attention. Many people
were petrified with fear, ready to do
anything they were told to save their
lives. A few were level-headed and
examined the situation much like
a doctor diagnosing a patient. The
WHO was not among them. They
had a pandemic; they knew what
they had to do.
One of the level-headed people
was Dr. Mike Yeadon, a former VP
and head of Allergy and Respiratory
Disease at Pfizer (1995-2011). In
his paper, ‘Covid Lies,’ he said
the Diamond Princess cruise ship
experience told him a lot about
COVID-19. He noted that no crew
members died and only a minority on
the ship even got infected, suggesting
prior immunity. There was a steep
age-lethality relationship and an
infection fatality rate (IFR) not
much different from prior respiratory
virus infections. To him, the health
authorities were overreacting.
There were lockdowns, the
loss of millions upon millions of
jobs, bread lines, masks, social
distancing, and even drones policing
quarantines from the sky – all at
considerable cost to the people and
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the economy. Others, like Dr. Yeadon,
made observations which were all
denounced as MISINFORMATION.
Governments continued with policies
more appropriate to a plague like
Black Death than something with an
IFR like a seasonal flu. Did the WHO
investigate the virus at all?And what
did they find?
Eventually, the truth started
coming out. Bill Gates is one of
the biggest funders of the WHO.
During his press tour promoting
his new book, How to Prevent the
Next Pandemic, Bill admits that
COVID-19 was not that serious,
with a low fatality rate, a bit like
the flu and mainly a disease of the
elderly (thehighwire.com Search
for ‘Bill Gates reveals the Highwire
was right’). Bill had been too busy
scaring people to get a grip on reality.
He was about two years behind in
the assessment of the data, and after
lockdowns and destroying the world,
he admits the data was true.
We must build a holistic
alternative to the WHO. In the future,
the use of the word ‘pandemic’
should be banned since it creates
its own pattern of behaviour and
thought, also creating fear. Health
should be managed by doctors, not
bureaucrats. The WHO should be
abolished. They are now looking for
the next pandemic. (StoptheWHO.
com)
Ed Zak
Nakusp

New times

The RCMP’s CIRG force’s attack
on the good people of Argenta,
Johnsons Landing and the Last
Stand West Kootenay protesters
has stunned many people here in
Sinixt territory. Making a stand for
the protection of old-growth and
forest in general is a time-honoured
tradition in our region. Upholding
what we value is a deeply respected
part of our alternative culture here.
And whether by rallies, campaigning,
civil disobedience or other means,
our non-violent ethic has included
the ways in which police and public
interact respectfully with each other.
New times are at hand.
The CIRG, aka the Capitalist
Intimidation and Repression Group,
is a police force of highly militarized
police trained to thwart dissent, by
any means at their disposal. It is clear
from what happened in Argenta that
they are not trained to uphold the
law. Rather, through intimidation
and brutality, their purpose is to make
outcomes of protest so harsh that
land defenders, community members
and the public of the future become
scared to resist.
A large number of the arrests
at the May 17th action were of
bystanders and passers-by at Argenta
Face who were on private land (with
permission) and in no way blocking
the road. One man was arrested for
swearing at the head Cooper Creek
Cedar dude. Approximately $18,000
of personal property including

musical instruments, camping gear,
bicycles, etc. was confiscated and
disposed of after the police invasion
of the Grouse Camp. That means
thrown away, never to be returned.
When I watched the videos
of the Intimidation Group forces
attack the unarmed land defenders
in Wet’suwet’en territory, using axes
and chainsaws to break down a cabin
door then arresting all at gunpoint,
even journalists, I was shocked. To
see them show up here, in the Sinixt
tumxula7xw, sending 15 police
vehicles and 30 cops out to enforce an
injunction against a handful of land
defenders at Argenta Face, drives
the point of this new paradigm of
intimidation home, literally.
The police state of Canada has
protected the interests of industry for
a long time. What’s notable about the
Intimidation Group attack at Argenta
is that they have been enabled to
do it more overtly than ever before
and with impunity. They seem to
be accountable to no one in their
lawlessness.
We need to remind ourselves that
force is not the same as authority.
Under international law, the Sinixt
hold the authority to protect their
unceded lands. No goons with guns
can change that. Under the very
basic laws of survival, many of us
settlers know that we must do all
we can to protect the Earth that
sustains us. No shows of extravagant
power can undermine what we
know to be right. May we move
toward our collective future with this
knowledge firmly embedded in our
hearts. Regardless of naked acts of
dominance, intimidation only works
if we allow ourselves to be ruled by
our fear.
I’d like to thank all the people
involved in protecting Argenta Face
for your courage. I’d also like to
acknowledge the suffering many
of you experienced. For those who
took a stand, you speak and act
on my behalf as well. I encourage
folks who support these actions for
Earth, our home, to support the land
defenders as they move toward their
court date of July 19. https://fundrazr.
com/a200te
Also check out the Last Stand
West Kootenay website and Facebook
page for more info.
K.L. Kivi
New Denver, Sinixt
tumxula7xw
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Slow snowmelt continues but rain brings flood warnings
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
An atmospheric river of rain
passing through the Southern Interior
this week swelled rivers and streams,
prompting weather forecasters and
emergency officials to warn residents
across the region to be ready for
flooding.
The system, which was expected
to drop 30-50 millimetres of rain on
the Kootenays over Monday and
Tuesday, pushed the region into
a higher danger rating for spring
flooding.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

A flood warning was issued for
the Elk River area in East Kootenay,
and flood watches for the East and
West Kootenay. The flood watch was
extended at press time to include the
Slocan River, Kaslo River, and the
Upper Columbia, including Golden
and Revelstoke areas. People were
warned to stay away from rushing
waters along streams and tributaries.
On Monday, residents living in
the community of Six Mile east of
Nelson were put on evacuation alert,
after concerns were raised about a
swollen Duhamel Creek.
“Current hydrologic modelling
is indicating risks for flooding into
the Tuesday period, particularly
in the East Kootenay region,” said
an updated report from the River
Forecast Centre on Monday. “Flows
in the 5-year to 10-year return period

range are likely, with flows in the 20year range or higher being possible.
“Given the uncertainty in the
position of the weather pattern and
heaviest rainfall, it is possible that
adjacent areas in the West Kootenay
and Upper Columbia also experience
significant flows (e.g. exceeding
5-year to 10-year flows).”
Despite the short-term impact of
the rains, longer-term forecasts are
for only minor problems for people
living on most major waterways in
the region.

Slow snowpack melt

While snowpack levels remain
high in the Valley Voice readership
area – automated stations were
recording an average of 170% of
normal snowpack levels in the West
Kootenay at the start of the month
– the cool spring weather and lessthan-normal rainfall had reduced the
concern about flooding.
“The mean monthly temperature
was more than two degrees below

normal, and was the coolest mean
monthly temperature since 1996,”
says a report by weather forecaster
Jesse Ellis at the Southeast Fire
Centre. “Not since 1977 did
temperatures fail to reach 25 degrees
at some point during the month of
May.”
Long-range weather forecasts
predict the cooler weather will
continue, until at least mid-June.
And longer-term flood forecasts
parallel that, predicting a slow,
regular melt on West Kootenay rivers
and tributaries.
The Province’s CLEVER
prediction model, which forecasts
river flows 10 days into the future,
shows river and stream levels on
the Arrow Lakes, North Kootenay
Lake and the Slocan Valley to barely
reaching the level they reach every
two years (after the spike caused by
this week’s rains).

Rain the wild card

Rain remains the wild card during

No Boat — No
Problem

4 Beach Tours on Kootenay Lake

Check out the best private beaches on the West Arm
(4 ppl Max)
Bring your beer n frisbee!
Starting at $199.00

Sailing Master Class on Slocan Lake

3 Classes from a Master Capt (43 years exp)
Certification Available
2 hours each Class = 6 hours – $349, 1 person $499, 2ppl (tax inc)

Slocan Lake Sail Tour

Caves, rivers, fun & Private Beach drop $175.00

Call 250-354-9268
kootenaycatamaran@gmail.com

PFDs and Boats included
(Boston Whaler & Sea Spray Catamaran)

the freshet. Thunderstorms or ‘rain
bombs’ can quickly overwhelm rivers
and their feeder streams. And that’s
what residents should be prepared
for, says Dave Campbell, the head of
BC’s River Forecast Centre.
“The big thing is it’s another
source of water. We could have 2030 millimetres of snowmelt every
day, then we get 20-30 millimetres
of rain, and that’s when we see the
rivers really responding,” he says.
“It’s the rain that’s concerning;
it’s much less predictable.”
Another concern is a sudden
return to hot weather, or even
another ‘heat dome,’ which can spike
temperatures up to the mid-40s.
Campbell said last year the
Province “dodged a bullet” when
the heat dome arrived, as most of the
annual snowpack had already melted.
But as summer 2022 approaches, the
possibility of a heat event combined
with freshet increases.
“Once it starts, it’s like a train
with its momentum,” says Campbell.
“We can get events where we get
warm air in a high-pressure ridge.
That can really accelerate the melt
process. We can get quite a range
of melt…
“[In 2021] we were seeing
record snowmelt rates, of 80-100
millimetres a day. Typically, we think
of 30 millimetres as a fast melt,” he
said. “Even the deepest snowpack
is maybe 1,000-2,000 millimetres
of snow. You’d melt that off within
a week.
“And if we had an event like that
emerge in the next two to three weeks,
we’d see wide-scale flooding.”

Be prepared

And that’s why officials are
encouraging residents to be prepared
– have an emergency travel bag
prepped, and gather important
documents and family keepsakes in
case a sudden evacuation is called
for. They also suggest people contact
friends or family to plan emergency
shelter if possible, as increased
tourism may put more pressure on
public evacuation facilities.
How-to guides on preparing for
emergency evacuation can be found
online.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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Villages form consortium to provide ‘last mile’ fibre-optic connection in Slocan Valley
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Municipal leaders from Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley are forming
a consortium to provide ‘last mile’
high-speed internet connections to
much of the region.
Representatives from Nakusp,
New Denver, Silverton and Slocan
met Friday, June 10 with the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation
(CBBC) to explain their plan.
“Our goal is to provide a fibre link
to every taxable household or business
premises, from the trunk line to their
door,” says Silverton Mayor Colin
Ferguson.
The project is tentatively called
SMART-Net – short for the Slocan
Municipal and Regional Technical
Network. Ferguson says it’s the
Slocan Valley’s equivalent of Kaslo
infoNet, which has provided highspeed fibre-optic service to the North
Kootenay Lake region since 2014.
The June 10 meeting was to get
all parties “on the same page,” said
Ferguson.
“The communities recognize
the great work the CBBC has done
installing the fibre-optic trunk line,”
he told the Valley Voice. “We are
trying to take up the torch from them
and make their goal of bridging the
regional internet divide a reality.”
Ferguson says with the CBBC’s
support for their plan, the communities
agreed at the meeting to take the
next step: to incorporate into an
organization that can complete the
last mile work and manage the system
afterward.
“We’re looking at incorporating
as a non-profit municipal corporation,
which is probably the next step for
us,” he says. “We have to get that
agreement finalized between all the
communities, make it formal, and then
we hope to potentially register as an
internet service provider.”
An ISP would manage the delivery
of the service and customer accounts.

Internet as public utility

The CBBC began the nearly
$10 million project to build a
120-kilometre high-speed fibreoptic line from Playmor Junction
in the south to Shoreholme, just
north of Nakusp, in 2019. It’s an
effort to bring high-speed service
to a region underserved by private
telecommunication companies.
Installation work is now mostly
complete and testing has begun on the
line, nearly a year before its projected
completion date.
However, the problem of the last
mile – how to get individual properties
connected to that trunk line – remains
a sticking point. Linking existing
homes and businesses is a huge logistic
challenge, and could cost tens of
millions more.
While at least one private internet
service provider has shown interest in
providing last mile service from the
Slocan Valley trunk line, the municipal
governments see Kaslo’s experience
as an opportunity for them. The KiN
network has created steady local
jobs, kept prices down and provided
new economic opportunities for the
community. The project could also

provide a utility-like revenue stream
in the long term for local governments.
“All that money could be ploughed
back into the community, and back
into the network,” says Ferguson. “It’s
definitely financially viable. You can
do the simple arithmetic on the back
of an envelope.”
The service would be user-defined
– customers would only pay for what
they use or need.
“Let’s say you just want to use
email,” says Ferguson. “It would be
just like your water bill or your hydro
bill – you only use a small amount, you
pay a small amount. Use a lot and you
pay more.”
Further, Ferguson thinks the
service might serve a public good.
“Right now, Canada has one of the
highest costs for internet, and one of
the lowest levels of service,” he says.
“It’s scandalous.”
Ferguson says the Kaslo infoNet
Society has offered whatever level
of advice and support SMART-Net
might need.
He says the idea of municipal
governments working together to get
the connection from the main trunk
line to people’s homes is coming
together quickly. Volunteers have been
using GPS to map out the scope of
the job for the last month or two, and
efforts to get a firm figure on the cost
of the project and to secure materials
is now underway.
That could be complete in a few
weeks. Then the consortium would

have to find funding for the actual
work.

Fed targets may exclude
area

The federal and provincial
governments have set aside hundreds
of millions of dollars for companies
and local governments to finance last
mile projects across British Columbia
and Canada. However, it’s not clear
this new utility would be eligible
for full funding. Federal maps show
that the bulk of the Slocan Valley’s
population already receives internet
service to the federal standard –
something called the 50/10 rule, which
indicates download and upload speeds.
Ferguson says the service they
foresee will offer speeds up to 1 GB
down and 1 GB up – far faster than
the federal target of 50 MB down and
10 MB up.
“It’s a totally different vision,
and doable based on the KiN model.
We just have to find a way to move
forward to make it happen.”
That brings the proponents to a
waiting game, with the group lobbying
to convince Ottawa they should
qualify for the funding. They hope the
support from CBBC and the Province,
which Ferguson says is also supportive
of the plan, will help push funders to
back the project.
“Federal regulations are the
sticking point,” he says.
Funding is only one of “many
balls in the air,” Ferguson said, but
he’s confident the challenges can be

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for a seasonal Public Works Labourer - Wage
$21.00/hour. Applications including cover letter and
resume, including references, can be sent to:
Village of New Denver, Attention: Lisa Scott, CAO
P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

New Denver May Day
Committee and Slocan Lake
Arena Society

We just wanted to say THANK YOU to each and
everyone for all that you do. We couldn’t have done it
without you.
To Our Sponsors: Village of New Denver Council
and Employees, Columbia Basin Trust, Rec Commission#6 and Hub International-New Denver Branch,
New Market Foods, Canco
All the Hosts, Volunteers, Participants, and Spectators
of each and every event
Without all of you we wouldn’t have had such a fun,
enjoyable and successful May Day

overcome.
“Where there’s a will, there’s a
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way, and we’re determined to make
this happen,” he said.

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly services and book group
Tuesday 8 am meditation
Contemplative Ecology Retreat with
Douglas Christie July 23.
For information & links, contact
widespotTZ@sbdemail.com
Turner Zion United Church of Canada
is alive and welcomes you
on-line — and in person.

Support and
Outreach
Worker

Permanent Part-time Employment Opportunity

8 hours per week including travel and reporting time
Wage $24.06/hr
As a Support and Outreach worker, you will provide person
centered support and services to adults with developmental
disabilities, as well as individuals who have a diagnosis of
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder(FASD) and who also have significant difficulty doing
things on their own.
Preferred qualifications and skills:
• Work from a person-centred approach respecting diversity
and self-determination
• Good oral and written communication skills.
• Current first aid certificate (training provided if needed)
• Criminal Record Check and adherence to a confidentiality
policy will be required.
• Possess a valid BC Drivers Licence and reliable vehicle
for client transportation
Work Environment
• Community and/or home-based support
• Applicants must be able to confirm they are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 or to provide proof of an exemption.
Wage: $24.06/hour
Please submit cover letter and resume by e-mail to
administrator@nklcss.org
Detailed job description on our website www.nklcss.org
This position is open until filled. Only those shortlisted will
be contacted.
NKLCSS is committed to an equitable, diverse, and inclusive workforce.
We welcome applications from all qualified persons. We encourage
members of the BIPOC and LGBTQIA2S+ communities to apply.
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CEO optimistic about future of Eagle Graphite
financial situation.
“I’m happy and relieved
that we’ve come to terms
with our debtholder and kept
them as enthusiastic customer,
too,” said Jamie Deith, CEO
of Eagle Graphite. “Now,
our project just needs some
investment to get back into

by Jan McMurray
Eagle Graphite, the
graphite mine and processing
plant in the Slocan Valley, is
one step closer to getting back
into production. The company
has made an agreement with
its debtholder (and customer)
that markedly improves its

Lawn Mowers &
Weed Wackers
Slogger garden boots,
ankle boots & shoes. Great
colours to choose from.
Canning Jars & Lids

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, garden wagons, cement
& paving stones now in stock

Sand bags now
in! Be flood
prepared, sump
pumps, hoses

Manures, soils, seeds

Manures, buy 10 and save $0.20/bag

Air conditioner units in
stock & all sale priced

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Visitor
Information
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production.”
Eagle Graphite has been
out of production since COVID
hit in 2020. “It was a question
of outlasting COVID,” Deith
said. “Now that we have a
potential customer, we are
waiting for the right catalyst
to come along.”
Deith says access to capital
could come in a variety of ways.
One way is from investors,
although mining markets are
not strong at the moment.
There is also the potential
of government initiatives –
Deith is encouraged by special
provisions for graphite and
other critical minerals made

recently by the Canadian
and US governments. Yet
another possibility is striking
agreements with companies
that are willing to commit
to purchasing graphite from
the mine. “Up until recently,
there were relatively few
companies willing to do that,”
he said. “But if there is a
supply shortage in graphite,
then companies will have to
make these commitments to
get graphite.”
Deith says a graphite
supply shortage is very likely.
Graphite, necessary in the
manufacture of batteries for
electric vehicles, is in big

demand. But all graphite
is processed in China and
almost all batteries are made
in China, Korea and Japan.
“There is recognition that this
is not sustainable, so you’re
starting to see companies and
governments taking action on
diversifying supply chains
away from these bottleneck
situations,” Deith said.
Eagle Graphite is one
of two graphite facilities in
Canada. The other one, in
Quebec, has been in production
for about 40 years. Deith says
the Quebec mine is unlikely
to add a significant amount of
graphite to the current supply.

“There’s simply not
enough graphite to meet the
demand of the EV battery
supply,” he said.
Deith says Eagle Graphite
can be up and running
quite quickly once they get
financing. “We’ve kept our
processing plant in good shape
so we have the ability to start
up pretty quickly,” he said.
“It will be a case of restarting
and expanding our existing
operation.
“The world is a little slow
to realize what it needs, but
eventually it will come around
and see we need a project like
ours.”

submitted
The Slocan Valley Legacy
Fund provides grants for
qualified Slocan Valley projects
that are creative, value the
diversity of our valley, translate
problems into solutions, enrich
interconnectedness, and protect
our natural environment.
This year, a total of
$16,000 was distributed to nine
worthy projects: New Denver
& Area Housing Society New Denver Housing Project,
sponsored by Turner Zion
United Church; Krestova
Doukhobor Community

Society - Krestova Community
Ice Rink; New Denver & Area
Community Hamper Society
- A New Beginning; Living
Lakes Society - Expanding
Water Monitoring; Mt. Sentinel
Secondary School/District #8
- Mt. Sentinel Wellness Hub;
The Hidden Garden Gallery
- Hidden Garden Gallery
Summer Program, sponsored
by Slocan Lake Arts Council;
After School Sports and Arts
Initiative - Winlaw School
Community Garden, sponsored
by Rural Alternatives Research
& Training Society (RARTS);

Wildsight - Bannock in Bloom;
Brent Kennedy Elementary
School/District #8 - Brent
Kennedy Elementary Outdoor
Learning Space.
Established in 2011, the
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
(SVLF) is aligned with
the Osprey Community
Foundation, a registered
Canadian charitable
foundation. Since 2013, SVLF
has provided over $113,000 in
grant funding for the Slocan
Valley. Every donation, large
and small, has led to making
this possible. All contributions

of $20 or more to the SVLF are
eligible for a tax receipt, and
100% of donations received
are held in an endowment
earning significant interest
in the Vancouver Foundation
for worthy projects in our
Slocan Valley. Currently, there
is almost $300,000 in the
fund and the goal is to have
$500,000 by the end of 2025.
To learn more about the last
10 years of granting and how
you can support future projects,
visit www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com or contact the society by
email: svcls.chair@gmail.com.

submitted
An illustration of forestry
management in the Little
Slocan River watershed
over the last 50 years is now
posted on the Slocan River
Streamkeepers website.
The animation clearly
depicts the yearly cutblock
harvesting, and the zones
of influence throughout the
Little Slocan watershed over
time. Management of the
watershed and the cutting was
done by various companies, as
contracted with the provincial
government for Tree Farm
License No. 3.
The Streamkeepers
asked Herb Hammond, a
well-known and respected
forest ecologist, to provide his
interpretive view of the longterm effects of the logging
and why intensive logging
is detrimental to the health
of the forest. Hammond’s
article is featured along
with the animation on the
Streamkeepers website.
While the animation is
dramatic, the Streamkeepers
acknowledge there are other
factors that contribute to the
serious impacts the group
has observed in the river,
specifically in the Little
Slocan floodplain. They
have observed and have been
measuring high turbidity in
the water flowing into the
main Slocan River. There
are also slides that continue

to shear off, as well as an
increased volume of gravel,
sediment, downed trees, and
vegetative debris in the water.
These things affect all aquatic
and terrestrial life, as well as
drinking water.
“We hope that by reporting
on the situation in the Little
Slocan, you, our community,
as well as governmental
agencies will appreciate the

need to conduct a thorough
study/evaluation of the
floodplain and kame terrace
landform beside the river.
To avoid problems in the
future, it’s important for us
all to understand how human
activities contribute to ongoing
impacts,” the Streamkeepers
press release states.
Funding for the animation
project was provided by Sierra

Club BC. Data were compiled
by Dave Leversee. The
visualization was developed
by Seb Dalgarno (North Beach
Consulting), and the project
was sponsored by Elk Root
Conservation Farm.
Visit the website: https://
slocanriverstreamkeepers.
wordpress.com (or
search for ‘Slocan River
Streamkeepers’).

submitted
Heritage Credit
Union (HCU) and the East
Kootenay Community Credit
Union (EKC) have initiated
preliminary merger discussions
and aim to create a new credit
union that will deliver enhanced
benefits to their respective
members, employees and
communities.
“Partnering with Heritage
Credit Union will potentially
create a better, stronger credit
union and is an exciting
opportunity for our respective
members and employees,”
explained Lynnette Wray, Chair
of the Board of Directors at
East Kootenay Community
Credit Union. “Our boards and
management teams know we
must grow and evolve in order
to compete, to take advantage
of changing technology, and
to better serve our members
and employees. We believe a

merger between HCU and EKC
may be how together, we begin
to achieve that goal.”
The credit unions
emphasized that additional
analysis and a thorough
consultation will happen. “Any
merger we consider must be
in everyone’s best interests,”
stated Joleen Kinakin, chair
of the board of directors at
Heritage Credit Union. “EKC
and HCU are committed to
consulting with our members
and employees on this important
effort so their voices are heard.
The credit union we create must
build on our respective legacies
while fueling the potential of
our members, employees and
the communities we serve.”
The credit unions have
entered a Memorandum of
Understanding and are
developing a comprehensive
business case for the new,
combined credit union. Other

steps in the merger discussions
include a thorough due
diligence process, engagement
and consultation with members
and employees, and obtaining
regulatory consent. Progress
with these steps will determine
the timeline of a merger, but
both credit unions are eager to
proceed with the next stage of
merger discussions.
East Kootenay Community
Credit Union is headquartered
in Cranbrook and has 10,936
members, 48 employees and
four branches (Cranbrook,
Elkford, Fernie and Sparwood)
and currently has $456 million
in assets under administration.
Heritage Credit Union is
headquartered in Castlegar
and has 7,015 members, 32
employees and three branches
(Castlegar, West Boundary
and Slocan Valley), and has
$256 million in assets under
administration.

Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 2022 grants announced

Forestry in Little Slocan River watershed illustrated on Streamkeepers website

East Kootenay Community Credit Union and
Heritage Credit Union enter into merger discussions
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Visitor Information
RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

CAMPGROUNDS

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway
6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!
40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1-bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp full service RV
Sites; fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wi-Fi. Reservations recommended.

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30- to 50-amp Full Service RV Sites;
Fully Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wifi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani -dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://
reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
(250) 353-2662

kaslo.ca
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kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & Marina - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! RV, tenting, cabins. Great food at JB’s Pub
& Restaurant. Full-service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool.
Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door.
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

(250) 355-2547 info@lemoncreekcampground.ca lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd, 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with
15- & 30 amp ervice. Grass and tree large tent sites. Hot Showers included in your
site fee. Free WiFi. Next to the Rails to Trails and fantastic catch & release fishing.

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full-service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Silverton - We have one lovely log cabin divided into a total of
two suites. All suites feature: a queen-sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi.

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
Relax 5971
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wi-Fi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort - Nakusp
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant - Kaslo
250-353-7716

Full-service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wednesday
–
Monday, 11 am - 4 pm. Wednesday Happy Hour Specials 4 - 6
pm. Thursday Pizza nights 4 – 8 pm. Check the website for special events.
Picnics to Remember and Tours available with Reservations

Woodbury Resort - Kaslo

250-353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com

On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and mountain views!
Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service
marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking,
swimming, fishing, quading just outside your door. 4 km north of Ainsworth
Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Kaslo Hotel - Kaslo

kaslohotel.com reservations@kaslohotel.com
(250) 353-7714

Come stay at the Kaslo Hotel and let us provide your perfect escape! All our
rooms offer balconies & incredible lake or village views. You can enjoy a
meal in our pub (see our website for hours) or simply feel your stress melt
away as you relax on your private deck.

HOT SPRINGS
Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com
(250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a
beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain
air. Stay in our comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from
shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open
daily for public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website
for on-line pool reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools.
Savour indigenous inspired meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one
of our 52 contemporary guest rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is
included with your stay in the resort. Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with
4 different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in
our spa, relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food
and amazing views from our fine dining restaurant.

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Tuesday
Ladies Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.
ca. 9 holes $30 +tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 70 course with spectacular views
and well-manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a
licensed patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 - $18.00 18 - $28.00 Power
cart 18- $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Museum
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

(250) 265-3586 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October
1 with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori
Korkola, Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus
other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

hiddengardengallery.ca

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through Sunday. Visit
hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the Valley Voice
for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

Mirage Studio/Art – Books – Art on Clothing – Passmore
				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works
of Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive
line of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about
the human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also
offering timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River
Road, north of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.

COMMUNITY
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Internationally acclaimed artist to show BC-inspired art at Studio Connexion
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Studio Connexion’s next feature
artist is living proof you’re never too

KEEPING BIRDS
SAFE

Millions of birds die annually in window collisions, so make windows visible with decals, partial blinds, film, screens or netting.
Turn off attractant lights particularly during
migration; many birds migrate at night, and
44% of deaths from window strikes happen
in low-rise buildings. Clean feeders often
to prevent the spread of disease.

old to try something new.
Brian Buckrell had never picked
up a paintbrush until he retired as a
veterinarian and university professor
in 2001. But through discipline,
training, and hard work, he has created
a very successful post-retirement
career for himself.
“I paint full time. My paintings are
reflective of my love of the outdoors,
agriculture and rural communities,” he
says on his website. “The more I paint,
the more my work moves towards
abstracted impressions of my subjects.
My collectors tell me that they share
the joy I experience in interpreting the
Canadian landscape.”
Buckrell spent the first few

Proud to bring you the 14th season!
JUNE 21 - JULY 9:
JULY 12 - JULY 30:
AUGUST 3 - 20:
AUG. 24 - SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 13 - OCT. 1:

Brian BUCKRELL
Lori KORKOLA
Delreé DUMONT
Ann EYNON
Chantal JULIEN

years after retirement travelling
to workshops and learning from
professional painters in individual and
formal classrooms.
Painting in oils and acrylics, and
most recently digitally, Buckrell has
won competitions and awards for both
his studio and plein air paintings.
His work has been in national
art magazines including Arabella,
South West Art and Plein Air Today.
He is also featured in the North Light
Books: The Best of Acrylic Painters,
2014, 2015 and 2016. He’s now
invited to teach at plein air conventions
across Canada and the US. During
the pandemic, he began holding
online classes, something he says he’s
enjoyed immensely.
“To have people come to this
old guy and spending their money
and time – I just finished a week’s
workshop here – and it’s just a great

honour that folks would come out to
spend a week with me. I just cherish
the whole thing.”
Buckrell is also a member of the
Federation of Canadian Artists, the
Society of Canadian Artists and the
Ontario Society of Artists.
While he travels seasonally
between homes on Vancouver Island
and Ontario, this is Buckrell’s first
foray into the Kootenays in many
years. He says he was approached
by Studio Connexion owner Anne
Beliveau to sell individual paintings
last year. That turned out to be
successful, and now he’s going to
show at the gallery – his first solo show
in several years.
“I know a number of artists in
there, and I respect them,” he says.
“They wouldn’t be staying there if they
weren’t happy or being treated well.
They know Anne and are confident in

her, and that gives me confidence. And
I’ve been impressed by her energy.”
Buckrell says he’s picked a
“variety of things” to show the Nakusp
audience. “It’s in honour of BC, but I
didn’t do a theme. It’s mostly focusing
on the feel of spring or summertime
– a happy time, a happy place. I tried
to do some that remind me of the
Monashees – rolling hills, mountains,
with the lakes.”
Pushing 80 now, Buckrell
continues to enjoy his new career and
hopes to inspire other seniors to try
new things.
“If I have had success, it’s because
others have shared their skills and
information with me,” he says. “It’s
my responsibility to pass that on. It’s
all part of the game of art.”
Buckrell’s show will be at the
Studio Connexion Gallery in Nakusp
from June 21 to July 9.

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm • More Info: 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

On June 15, the Nelson
Community Response Network
(CRN) and the Nelson Elder Abuse
Prevention Program (EAPP) once
again marked the United Nations
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
(WEAAD).
Elder abuse and neglect are
disturbing but often hidden and
unreported. Lack of recognition of the
abuse, shame at being taken advantage
of, and complicated interpersonal
dynamics contribute to under reporting
and lack of action against perpetrators.
Recently an excellent resource
has come to our attention. The
Canadian Centre for Elder Law has
produced a summary of the federal
Criminal Code listings of chargeable
offences for physical abuse, some
forms of psychological abuse, sexual
abuse, financial abuse and criminal
negligence (ccelderlaw.ca/federallaws/). The accompanying chart
helps to clarify which offences are
chargeable.
An older person may be hesitant
to pursue prosecution because the
perpetrator is someone they are reliant
on. They may have health, memory
or communication problems that
complicate their ability to participate
in court proceedings. Rather than a
criminal trial, a victim of abuse may
consider requesting the police and

Elder abuse

Crown Counsel pursue a peace bond.
Please remember all elder abuse
is wrong even if it is not a criminal
offence. There are some supports to
help an individual deal with an abuser.
Financial abuse is the most
commonly reported form of elder
abuse. Seniors may be pressured to
share income, banking information,
housing or to change their will or other
legal documents. Fraud by computer, a
sales person or the misuses of a power
of attorney (POA) are also common.
Being informed of the possible
forms of abuse and having a variety
of networks to consult, if you are
concerned for yourself or others, are
the best sources of prevention and

Morning Paddle Bowren Lake, by Brian Buckrell, the next artist to show at Studio Connexion in Nakusp.

early intervention.
If you are concerned about
possible abuse, do not hesitate to
reach out to trusted family members,
your bank, friends, church, lawyer or
the police.
If you wish to learn more about
the prevention of abuse or neglect
and planning for your future please
consult with:
Nelson Elder Abuse Prevention
Program messages 250-352-6008
or nelsonelderabuseprevention@
gmail.com or website
nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca) or
BC Community Response
Network heather.vonilberg@bccrns.
ca or website www.bccrn.ca

Fauquier Pavilion grand opening
submitted
The new pavilion in Fauquier is
now open for all to use. The grand
opening of the beautiful new outdoor
community space was held Sunday,
June 5.
Heather Fraser of the Fauquier
Community Club said the event was a
great success starting with speeches,
ribbon cutting, and the Fauq Singers
followed by a wonderful lunch put
on by Deb Guest. After lunch, the
crowd was entertained by the Trippin

Lankies until the close.
“Even the weather cooperated
with a full afternoon of sun,” Fraser
said.
The Fauquier Community
Club is forever grateful to the
Columbia Basin Trust, RDCK
Area K Director Paul Peterson and
the NACFOR Legacy Fund, the
Fauquier Community Club board,
community support and Madden
Timber Construction for making this
project possible.

Lynda Lafleur of Columbia Basin Trust and RDCK Area K Director Paul Peterson cut the ribbon
at the grand opening of the Fauquier Pavilion June 5.
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Hours of painstaking work restores historic Nakusp landmark
submitted
Many hours of careful cleaning,
repairing and repainting by a team of
Nakusp Rail Society volunteers has
seen the restoration of a community
landmark.
Volunteers spent months over
the winter and spring carefully
taking apart, cleaning, restoring,
then putting the ‘old grey wagon’
back together. The antique milk
wagon was on display in front of the
community’s Centennial Building for
many years, and is currently being
stored at the curling rink. People will
have a chance to see it at the Canada
Day parade.
“It’s been revealed as a beautiful
piece of transportation history,” says

a release from the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society. “What’s the recipe
for uncovering the hidden beauty
in such an antique artifact? Lots of
elbow grease, time, and expertise!”
Using their experience and skills
from doing restoration work on the
train equipment and rail building
display near Nakusp’s beach, the
five-person team put more than 140
hours’ work on the project.
Following advice from Heritage
Consultant Robert Inwood, their first
step was to dismantle the wagon.
Then they pressure washed the
various components. This revealed
hitherto hidden details of the original
finish on wheels, undercarriage, seat,
and box.

Four different dilutions of tung
oil were then painted onto the wooden
parts of the wagon. Tung oil comes
from the nuts of tung trees, which
grow in China and South America.
The oil coats wood with a finish that
enhances and protects it.
The volunteers painstakingly
matched paint colours to the original
finish, and carefully repainted the
wheels and undercarriage. Other
wooden parts, such as the seat and
box, received only tung oil treatment.
“The Arrow Lakes Historical
Society extends its gratitude to
Nakusp Rail volunteers Paul Fetters,
Leonard Smith, Ken Williams,
Donald Kirk, and Mel Billings for
their 140 hours of restoration work,”

the society release says. “Special
thanks also go to Tracy Fetters.”
The wagon restoration project
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was funded in part by the Columbia
Basin Trust and Heritage BC through
the Built Heritage Grants.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Join in our
celebration of
life for Beverley
McClinchey who
left us behind
March 3, 2021
June 19, 2022 at
noon
950 Crescent Bay
Rd Nakusp

Nakusp’s ‘old grey milk wagon’ has been fully restored by Nakusp Rail Society volunteers Len Smith, Paul Fetters, Donald Kirk, Mel Billings and Ken Williams.

Rosebery neighbourhood
FireSmarted
by Jan McMurray
FireSmart Preparedness Day
in the DeRosa Drive and Rosebery
Shores neighbourhoods of Rosebery
took place on Saturday, May 28 this
year.
Kay Schweitzer of the Rosebery
FireSmart Committee reported that
about 20 neighbours participated
this year – more than last year – and
several teens from the New Denver
Youth Centre were hired to help, as
well.
“Everyone worked hard raking,
stacking branches and loading the
trailers,” she said. “It was so nice to
see neighbours helping neighbours
load the two big dump trailers that we
kept busy all day taking yard waste up

to the transfer station.”
Bree Lillies, wildfire mitigation
specialist at the Regional District of
Central Kootenay, presented the group
with its FireSmart Neighbourhood
recognition sign.
Having achieved FireSmart
Neighbourhood status last year, the
Rosebery neighbourhood will host a
preparedness day every spring.
The Neighbourhood Recognition
Program is a FireSmart Canada
program and is facilitated by the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK). An RDCK wildfire
mitigation specialist administers the
program, helps neighbours to organize,
and supports them in reducing wildfire
risks in their neighbourhood.

The Rosebery neighbourhood of DeRosa Drive and Rosebery Shores hosted a FireSmart
Preparedness Day on May 28. In the foreground are members of the FireSmart Committee: Kay
Schweitzer, Deb Paynton, Bree Lillies and Laura Aldridge. Missing: Angie Elsmore and Don Roberts.

Bring your own
chair & memories

LUCERNE GRAD
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Lucerne School graduation ceremony
by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Lucerne School
graduation ceremony saw seven
students graduate on June 4 in the
school gym. The Lucerne grad is
always intimate and personalized,
as is the education the students get
at this small, rural school.
Elder Eloise Charet-Calles
gave the land acknowledgement
and performed a water blessing
for the seven graduates. “Life is a
gift,” she said. “Many blessings on
your journey.”
Principal Nicholas Graves,
vice-principal Justin Bisson and
teacher Katrina Sumrall introduced
the graduates as each walked onto
the stage to the music of his or her
choice. The introductions included
personality traits and strengths of
each student, and their plans for
the future.
Vice-principal Justin Bisson
shared what he will miss about

each grad, and assured them, “If
you feel lost and alone, we will be
here to guide you home.”
Trustee Lora Lee Brekke
brought greetings and
congratulations from the board of
education. “My wish is your life
becomes all you want. Wherever
you go, go with all your heart,”
she said.
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
set aside his speech for a moment
to comment on how unique this
graduation ceremony was because
it was so personalized. “Take this
opportunity to realize what you
have received. They know who
you are, where you have been
and where you are going. That’s
powerful and it doesn’t happen
anywhere else,” he said.
The slide presentation prepared
by the class is always a fun glimpse
into each student’s life. This was
followed by the Valedictory
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speech by Maya Barker and the
presentation of scholarships.
Katrina Sumrall, guest speaker,
had a package for each grad
containing a rock from a Slocan
Lake beach, a candle to help them
find light when things get dark, a

feather to help them spread their
wings, seeds to remind them to
keep growing, cedar from Eloise,
a small vial of water because water
elsewhere doesn’t taste like the
water from home, a $20 bill as it
may come in handy, and a pair of

socks so they would feel proud as
they walked off the stage.
For his final words, Principal
Nick Graves sat in front of the
grads on the stage and read them
a book that he reads to his son: Be
You, by Peter H. Reynolds.

Good afternoon. Thank you to all
who have travelled here today, those
who were unable to make it, and the
teachers, families, and friends for all
the support you have provided the
Lucerne graduating class of 2022.
Thank you for helping us celebrate
the beginning of the next step in
our lives.
I’m sure we are all glad that
we can have community members
welcomed back to the school for
this year’s ceremony, though it is
quite nerve-racking to be speaking
in front of all of you. The past few
years have been difficult for all of
us. School is a trial by itself, but
adding a pandemic onto that is even
more dreadful. Despite all of the
bumps and setbacks, our grad class
has persevered through the various
challenges.

A couple of days ago, my mom
said to me, “We can do hard things.”
I rolled my eyes, but it’s true. We can
do hard things – though, at various
periods throughout our lives, we
will need help to do those hard
things. We need friends, family, and
community. In New Denver, we have
that. Community. We have people
willing to help people and support
others’ endeavours.
As I mentioned earlier, it’s very
challenging for me to be giving this
speech right now. It’s a hard thing.
But standing up here now, I realize
that everyone here is here to support
me and our grad class. That makes
it just a teensy bit easier standing up
here and makes me reassured that we
will all be able to make our way in
the outside world.
Each of us has our special
differences and our own unique set of
obstacles. Without our community,
our teachers, our friends and family,
I’m sure it would be a lot tougher.
Without our community pouring

time, love and energy into us. Without
our teachers bugging us to do our
homework. Without our friends,
who we may also consider family,
standing beside us and keeping it
light. Without our family, however
that looks, endlessly driving us crazy,
and without ourselves, we would not
be sitting on this stage today.
So, remember – we can do hard
things. But it is also okay to ask for
help sometimes.
Thank you.

Valedictorian Speech

Lucerne

2022

Congratulations to Silverton
Distinguished Graduate

SAKURA SOPHIA ARWEN June 2022
Azzopardi/Van Tress
At 18 years old Sakura has graduated
summa cum laude (GPA3.99)
Sakura has been involved in youth
orchestras, ensembles and solo violin
events experiences. Sakura will be
attending prestigious Reed College
in Portland, OR. Her career goal is to
become an environmentally trained architect with a specialization in acoustics.
Sending appreciation and abundance
from her parents Alan Van Tress &
Dr. Analisa Azzopardi, ND

Maya Baker delivered the valedictory
address at Lucerne’s graduation ceremonies,
June 4, 2022.

wishes the Lucerne
graduating class of 2022
the very best!
Make your mark on the
world!

Congratulations
on graduating
Korbin! This
is just the
beginning; you are
a star! Shine on.
Love your Dads,
Eldon, Granny, and
Baxter.

LUCERNE GRAD
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Lucerne School Graduating Class of 2022: Owen Bradford, Juniper Weiss Zoll, Maya Barker, Ashley Jennings, Korbin Bisson-Madden, Adryan Ratynski, Kayden Palmer.

Scholarships and Awards
Bill Arishenkoff Trades Scholarship:
Owen Bradford, Korbin Bisson-Madden;
Cinta Batik Arts Scholarship: Maya
Barker; Katrine Conroy, MLA Bursary:
Juniper Weiss Zoll; Columbia Power
Corporation Bursary: Adryan Ratynski,
Korbin Bisson-Madden; Health Careers
Bursary:Adryan Ratynski; Lane Haywood
Memorial Bursary: Juniper Weiss Zoll,
Korbin Bisson-Madden, Ashley Jennings;
Lane Haywood Memorial Scholarship:

Maya Barker; Kootenay Savings Credit
Union Scholarship: Juniper Weiss
Zoll; CUPE 2450 Scholarship: Maya
Barker; Edith J. Greer Milleunnium
Scholarship: Juniper Weiss Zoll, Adryan
Ratynski; Sandy Harris Scholarship:
Korbin Bisson-Madden; Chie Kamegaya
Memorial Scholarship: Juniper Weiss
Zoll; Fujiko Matsushita Scholarship:
Maya Barker; General Awards: Kayden
Palmer, Owen Bradford; Special Award:

Proudly supporting our community
and our 2022 graduates

New Denver 250-358-2500 • Kaslo 250-353-2224

Congratulations Lucerne
Graduates of 2022!

Ashley Jennings; Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 101: Owen Bradford, Maya
Barker; Slocan Valley Legion Branch
276: Korbin Bisson-Madden; Women
Celebrating Young Women in the Arts:
Maya Barker; Columbia Basin Trust
Youth Community Service Award: Maya;
District Authority Award: Korbin BissonMadden; Lucerne Teachers’ & Principal
Attitude & Achievement: Korbin BissonMadden.

Congratulations
to the Lucerne
graduating class
of 2022 from

Congratulations to the
Graduates of 2022
from the Council & Staff of
the Village of New Denver

To the
Graduating
Class of
2022
Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Congratulations to
The Lucerne Class
of 2022
and best wishes for
your future from

Congratulate the
Class of 2022

CONGRATULATES
THE LUCERNE
GRADUATING CLASS
OF 2022

ne Time

ELECTRICAL

wishes the graduating class of 2022 every success.
Shoot for the stars!
Jacob Butt • Phone (250) 551-TIME • info@onetimeelectrical.com

Congratulations Owen, Juniper, Maya,
Ashley, Korbin, Adryan & Kayden

COMMUNITY
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Slocan Valley Rail Trail offers ‘Lend-a-Leash’
submitted
The Slocan Valley Rail
Trail Society (SVRTS) has
introduced a new feature for
users of the 50-kilometrelong Slocan Valley Rail Trail.
The ‘Lend-A-Leash’ program
is intended to help ensure
that dog owners have a leash
available when they take their
pet for a stroll on the rail trail.
At three locations, there will be
a supply of leashes available to
borrow and be returned when

done.
The idea was brought to
the board when they were
discussing dogs on the trail.
With increasing usage of
the rail trail, the SVRTS has
been receiving feedback from
some trail users who have felt
threatened by uncontrolled
dogs.
The society’s policy is
that dog owners must control
their pets when approaching
others. “Your dog may be

quite friendly, but not everyone
is comfortable with dogs,”

says Helene Dostaler, SVRTS
chair. “We have introduced this

Helene Dostaler, chair of the Slocan Valley Rail Trail Society, by the new ‘Lend-a-Leash’ signage.
Leashes are now available to borrow at the Crescent Valley, Passmore and Winlaw trailheads.

program to make it easier for
everyone to have an enjoyable
experience on our rail trail and
to help reduce confrontational
situations.”
The program is the first of
its kind in Canada. A similar
program has successfully
been in place since 2014 in
Bozeman, Montana.
To complement the ‘Lenda-Leash’ program, the society
has posted new signage along
the trail to remind users about
proper dog behaviour. Besides
leashing up when meeting

others, dog owners must
ensure that their pets don’t
stray onto adjoining private
property. They are also being
reminded to clean up after
their pets.
The Slocan Valley Rail Trail
Society has been instrumental
in creating and managing
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail
since 2001, in partnership with
the provincial government.
For more information on the
society, visit their Facebook
page or their website www.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca

The Slocan Community Concert’s line-up includes the Shuggy & Spice Band. They’ll be playing their original reggae music at the Expo Park event on July 9.

Community concert in Slocan’s Expo Park, July 9
by Jan McMurray
Slocan’s Expo Park is the
venue for a family friendly
‘Summer Community Concert
in the Park’ on July 9 from 10
am to 10 pm.
The event starts with the
Slocan Saturday Market, and
continues on with live music,

an open mic from 6 to 6:45
pm, food vendors, and kids’
activities like the bouncy
castle and face painting.
There is no charge for
admission, but donations are
accepted.
The event is being
organized by Treehugger

NOW SHOWING AT

GALLERIES
Gallery hours Thursday – Sunday 1 – 4pm
447 A Avenue Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2661
www.thelangham.ca • langham@netidea.com

Showing from May 13th till July 17th

GEAR

by Bettina Matzkuhn

Textile artist Bettina Matzkuhn
examines the human presence in
the backcountry by deconstructing
outdoor gear and reconstructing it
with the addition of embroidered
imagery. Gear features interactive
pieces revealing the artist’s response
to the role of outdoor gear in the
consumption, promotion and
diminishment of natural spaces.

VIOLENT FEMME

by Branda Christoffersen

In her new body of work Violent
Femme, Nelson artist Branda
Christoffersen explores her path
through womanhood. Using line and
color she investigates love, rejection,
and becoming a mother.
Please observe COVID protocols while visiting the galleries.

Retreats & Events, a not-forprofit dedicated to offering
events by donation. The
organization was founded
in Montreal in 2017 by Lisa
Parente, who moved to the
Kootenays four years ago and
now lives in Slocan.
Parente is the only
person with Treehugger at
the moment, but she hopes
to get others involved. She is
looking for a small group of
five or six volunteers for the
Slocan event.
Since she has lived in
the area, she has organized
community dances in
Appledale, all ages outdoor
educational workshops, and
Tai Chi at the beach. All of
these events have been by
donation.
In Montreal, she and her
colleagues at Treehugger
organized a wellness retreat
in 2017. They realized they
would have to charge more
than $1,000 to cover expenses,
and didn’t feel comfortable
charging that much. Parente
said she had a revelation when
she went to a meditation retreat
that operated by donation, and
decided to adopt that model.
For more information,
contact Lisa Parente at 514612-6319.
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New owners at Eric’s Meat Market in Kaslo
Doug Porter, has talked about buying
Eric’s since he was in his early 20s.
“I couldn’t be more excited that my
family has agreed to take it on with
me,” Forrest says. Daniella Hansen
also has a history at Eric’s. She got
her first job there when she was 14,
serving the public at the front counter.
All four new owners grew up
in the area; Daniella in Ainsworth,
Bernelle in Meadow Creek, and the
Collier brothers in Kaslo. They knew
of each other as teenagers at JVH

PHOTO CREDIT: LOUIS BOCKNER PHOTOGRAPHY

by Jan McMurray
After 80 years in the same family,
Eric’s Meat Market in Kaslo is
changing hands – and families – this
month.
Forrest and Bernelle Collier, in
partnership with Angus Collier and
Daniella Hansen, will be assuming
control of the business on June 13.
Forrest, who got a job washing
dishes at Eric’s at 13 years old
and completed his meat cutting
apprenticeship under long-time owner

School, but being different ages, had
different circles of friends. Like so
many Kaslo kids, they took off in their
late teens to explore opportunities far
from home – Daniella and Bernelle to
school and jobs in cities, Angus and
Forrest off to the oil patch as soon as
they were both over 18. But each of
them returned whenever they could,
and in their mid-twenties, Kaslo is
where they found their life partners.
Kaslo and Kootenay Lake, and
their families and friends are what
home is all about for them. All
good cooks, home also meant large
gatherings where the food preparation
was how you reconnected. “Working
together in the kitchen, with the
people you care most about, has
always been key to any celebration.
And that’s been true for all of us since
we were old enough to contribute,”
says Daniella. Forrest and Angus’
work history together is even longer,
starting with their first entrepreneurial
effort when they were only 8 and 9,
The Collier Kindling Company.
The four young Kaslovians are
thrilled to be working together and
embrace the opportunity to build on
a business that’s been a landmark on
Front Street since Kaslo’s early days.
“The community support has been
overwhelming,” Forrest says. “We
can’t wait to make our town proud.”
The heritage building on Kaslo’s
Front Street was built in 1894 and
from the outside, still looks much
as it did when it was one of the
fledgling town’s first permanent
structures. Back then, the storefront
was a barbershop; in 1940, it was
converted into a meat market by Pat
Burns & Co. In 1942, Eric Aldous,
Doug Porter’s maternal grandfather,

15

purchased the store and started up
Eric’s Meat Market.
There are still items from that
time in the shop, some of them still
in use, like the heavy cooler room
door with its massive brass hinges, or
the cleaver Forrest still uses to flatten
chicken breasts for the Cordon Bleu.
“You can’t buy anything like this
anymore,” he notes, “you’d have to
have it specially made.”
Eric Aldous ran the store for 14
years. His daughter Betty, and her
husband Andy Porter, took over in
1956. Doug (and his sister) grew
up in the apartment above the store,
learning his trade as an apprentice to

his father. He too left Kaslo as a young
man, only to return after many years
with his wife Denise, herself a very
experienced deli manager.
Doug and Denise took over the
business in 1996 and ran the store for
26 years. Three generations and 80
years later, the store is being passed
off to the Collier family.
“Thank you to our family and
friends for all the support!” Forrest
says. “And a huge congratulations
to Doug and Denise Porter on their
retirement, as well as a thank you
on behalf of the community for
providing such great service for so
many years.”

Forrest and Bernelle Collier (with their boys Fraser and Munro) and Daniella Hansen and Angus
Collier, are the proud new owners of Eric’s Meat Market.

let’s
celebrate
47 YEARS OF YOUR CO-OP
JUNE 19 - 25

JUNE 24

Enter to win fantastic
prizes in-store + save big
during our birthday sale

Every 47th member through
the tills gets a 25% discount
on their whole shop!

For more celebration details go to
www.kootenay.coop/lets-celebrate
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Silverton council, June 8: Familiar face backfills for departing CAO
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Village of Silverton is in the
market for a new chief administrative
officer after the departure last month of
Hillary Elliott.
Much of the short June 8 council
meeting was made up of motions
confirming changes to Village staff and
signing authorities as a result.
Elliott submitted her resignation on
May 11, and it came into effect about
two weeks later. Silverton Mayor Colin
Ferguson only briefly commented on the
departure at the council meeting.
“Our CAO resigned. Apparently,
she is moving on to other professional
engagements – that is what she told us.
I believe she’s moving to Trail,” he said
after an inquiry by the Valley Voice.

Elliott had held the CAO position
since late 2018.
Darrell Garceau, the CAO before
Elliott, has come out of retirement to
help the Village through the leadership
change and to find a new CAO.
“We are very fortunate to have
someone step in who has the depth of
experience as Mr. Garceau, and who
knows the local area and village,” the
mayor said. “So thank you for taking
this task on. I hope it is not too onerous.”
Garceau was Silverton’s CAO from
2016 to 2018.
After Garceau’s acting appointment
was made official, council made another
housekeeping motion to remove the
Village’s administrative assistant’s
temporary signing authority for the
Village’s accounts. It was in place during

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery
Open 9-5 daily
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw
250 226 7254

Bedding plant SALE

35% off all annuals • 4” Petunias 50% off

Assorted ceramic pots & bird baths. 3 piece set $72.99
Plastic pots with many shapes & sizes.
Trees, shrubs, roses, perennials
(over 300 varieties in stock)
Manures, soil, landscape fabric, fertilizers
We accept Visa, Mastercard, Debit
Fruit trees & small fruit, strawberries, raspberries & more
Still a great selection of quality plants available!!!
20% off
Perennials
& hanging
baskets &
planters

the changeover.

The Silverton Memorial Hall may
become a place of refuge in the case of

emergencies in the future. Councillor
Brian Mills told council they had
successfully applied to the Columbia
Basin Emergency Readiness Program
for funding for a technician to advise
on the installation of a heat pump
system and backup generator for the
community hall.
“This will provide heating and
cooling for Silverton residents and
surrounding area in event of an

emergency,” he said.
The application was submitted
last month, and Mills says they expect
to hear back on the project cost and
available funding by September. Then
council will decide on whether to move
forward on the project.
While the advisor’s costs are fully
covered, local taxpayers would put up
about 20% of the expected cost of the
actual installation.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The head of the company that
operates the bus service in Nakusp and
Slocan Valley says he’s confident the
months of service interruptions in the
region have come to an end.
“I feel we are over the worst of it,”
said CEO of NextGen Transit, Trevor
Stach. “It’s looking much better.”
Stach says the company’s recruiting

efforts have finally paid off, and NextGen
has hired a new driver and a back-up in
Nakusp, and new drivers from Nelson
for the Slocan route.
“We’ve delivered 100% of our
service in the last week, and we see for
the foreseeable future here that we should
be able to do the same,” he told the Valley
Voice June 8.
Stach told a regional transit
committee meeting in May that the

company, which took over the service
last fall, lost a third of its local workforce
when vaccine mandates for drivers came
into effect in November. Finding people
to fill those vacancies was difficult for
a number of reasons. Hundreds of bus
runs were cancelled over the following
six months – up to 10% of all scheduled
runs, and service from Nakusp stopped
entirely for a month.
“I think we missed more service in
the month of December than we missed
in 40 years of service in Trail-Castlegar,”
says Stach. “It’s not a thing we take
lightly – it’s not a thing we do easily. And
we’re just really, really thrilled that we’re
getting back to the point where we can
deliver all the service.”
Stach says there may still be
the occasional cancellation, but he’s
optimistic those will be much fewer and
farther between. The company is also
looking to hire several more drivers to
deepen its backfill pool even further.
“That’s to help us round out the
number of employees and make sure we
have good coverage for everything that
comes along the way,” he says.
The West Kootenay Transit system
is used by many residents of the
Slocan Valley and Nakusp for medical
appointments or for shopping and other
services.

Canada Day

A $500 grant from the Village of
Silverton will help the community
mark Canada Day. Council approved
the funding to the Silverton Community
Club to put on the celebration. The
motion passed unanimously.

Emergency shelter

BC Transit back to full service in Slocan, Nakusp with new hires

Hidden Garden Gallery
season’s ready to soar

Public
Notices
Notice of Intention
The Village of Kaslo intends to participate in one or more
procurements conducted by Canoe Procurement Group of
Canada and Sourcewell between June 15, 2022 – June 14,
2023. For further information and access to Canoe tender
notices, please review the BC Bid website at www.bcbid.gov.
bc.ca and the MERX website at www.merx.com. For further
information about Canoe, please visit the website at www.canoeprocurement.ca. For further information about Sourcewell,
please visit the website at https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/.

Employment Opportunity
The Village of Kaslo is seeking an experienced Accounting
Clerk to work at our municipal office in the historic Kaslo
City Hall to fill a temporary term position of approximately 6
months. The Accounting Clerk provides routine clerical, accounting, and secretarial support and assists the Chief Administrative Officer in maintaining all aspects of the Village’s
financial records. Reports to the Manager of Corporate Services under the supervision of the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer.
Wage rate is $32.60/hr, 40 hrs/week. To apply, email your
resume to Ian Dunlop, Chief Administrative Officer, at cao@
kaslo.ca by Tuesday, July 5, 2022.

submitted
New Denver’s Hidden Garden
Gallery (HGG) summer line-up of
talented artists is sure to delight. The
2022 season runs from June 28 to
September 4 with ten diverse artists, each
with a five-day exhibit. The gallery’s
inviting and airy space will showcase
multiple mediums: painting, sculpture,
fibre arts, drawing and photography.
Artists will be in attendance throughout
their shows.
The gallery opens its season with
New Denver artist, Roni Jurgensen.
Her show, ‘Murmuration,’ runs from
Tuesday, June 28 to Sunday, July 3.
There will be a reception held at the
gallery on Saturday, July 2 from 7 to
9 pm. Music to be announced. Some
refreshments will be offered.
Roni’s creative show will be centred
around a kinetic sculptural installation
which moves with the breeze. The
accompanying paintings are based
on our surrounding atmospheres and
landscapes. Roni shares that the sky has
been an inspiration and strengthening
force in her life. She finds that when
the world seems so challenging and
difficult to comprehend, looking up
has always worked to build her spirits.
Walking underneath the canopy of Roni’s
calming installation provides a unique
perspective.
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Emergency preparedness comes to Rosebery
by Jan McMurray
The community of Rosebery,
just north of New Denver, now
has an emergency preparedness
committee.
“This is for any kind of disaster
that could happen in our community
– not just wildfires – and it’s for
all of Rosebery,” said committee
member Kay Schweitzer in an
interview.
Schweitzer, who is chairing the
Rosebery FireSmart Committee,
was asked by the Regional District
of Central Kootenay if she would
be interested in forming a local
committee to create a plan for
emergencies in general. She said
yes, and has enlisted community
members Deb Paynton, Rod
Reitmeier, Lenny Farrell and Don
Roberts to sit on the committee.

An evacuation plan for the
community has been drafted,
Schweitzer reports, and identifies
the Slocan Lake Golf Course
clubhouse and the Hills Fire/
Community Hall as assembly points
in the event of a local Rosebery
emergency. “During an evacuation,
people would be asked to go to one
of these assembly points to sign
in,” said Schweitzer. “There will
also be a link to register online so
the authorities know where people
are and can inform people who are
trying to locate their evacuated
family members.”
If an emergency were to cover
a larger area, then people would be
directed further north or south to
Nakusp or Nelson/Castlegar centres.
The committee is encouraging
everyone to sign up for the RDCK’s

emergency notification system,
powered by Voyent Alert (rdck.
ca/EmergencyNotifications). They
would also like to put together phone
trees for each neighbourhood in
Rosebery, as a backup to the Voyent
Alert system, and are looking for
volunteers to help with this.
Schweitzer says the committee
urges people to assemble their grab
and go bags, or to make a list of
everything to put in a grab and go
bag. “Most of us don’t think clearly
during a crisis, so it’s best to think
ahead,” she said.
Another thing to preplan is
where to stay during an evacuation.
Schweitzer points out that
accommodation is limited in the
area. “And if you have pets or
elderly neighbours who would need
help to evacuate, it’s really helpful to

have an individual plan,” she said.
Rosebery has about 100 full-time
residents and 114 seasonal residents.
With friends and family visiting and
campers at the provincial park and
private campgrounds, Schweitzer
says there could be 300-400 people
to evacuate out of Rosebery in the

event of an emergency.
Plans are underway to have a
community potluck this summer,
where all Rosebery property owners
can learn more about the program.
To get on a contact list and for
more information, contact Kay
Schweitzer at 250-358-7280.

by Jan McMurray
John and Colleen Darnforth of
Crescent Valley are very thankful
for the help they received from local
residents when they had an accident
at the Slocan boat launch on June 9.
Having returned to the boat launch
from their outing, they were backing
the truck and trailer down the ramp
to load their boat when the accident
happened. The truck and trailer were
swept into the lake.

“It was a cold, rainy day, but
everyone came out to help,” Colleen
said. “We were just overwhelmed with
the kindness shown to us.”
The couple sends a huge thank you
to everyone who helped, including the
young man who jumped into the water,
the man who towed the boat, George
Perriere, who kept the boat overnight,
Slocan Towing, and Gary and Lora Lee
Brekke from New Denver for towing
the boat back home the next day.

Slocan boating accident brings locals to the rescue

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Jones Boys Boats

Raven’s Nest

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11;30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or
check our website for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming
events. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open every day: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, 11a–3p • Our gazebo on
Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings please visit
RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: The latest in eco-fashion is now here
from Kelowna’s Brok Boys and Victoria’s Hemp & Company, as well as Abaka
of Montreal and Effort’s of Toronto. And our bookshelves are chock full of the
best books from BC & Canada and from around the world. • Thanks for shopping
local – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and Wage
Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie Merrifield (250)
358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service

Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

SLOCAN

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are

SILVERTON

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-226-7744.

Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/

Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via phone.
New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Bootcamp or ‘jazz’ camp, summer at KLIC promises fun and learning
submitted
Kaslo’s Kootenay Lake Innovation

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Centre (KLIC) is planning for a busy
summer of learning and entertainment.

Tech bootcamps

Following on the news that the
Village of Kaslo received $1 million
from the Province of BC to upgrade the
Kemball Building for rural innovation,
KLIC is pleased to deliver digital
bootcamps this summer and into the
future.
The bootcamps, multi-week group
learning programs, allow you to go
“from zero to hero” and start a new
career in technology. In partnership
with Brainstation, a global leader in
technology skills training, upcoming
intakes could allow you to participate
in programs including tuition-free Web
Development and User Experience
Design.
Bootcamps are taught online live,
allowing you to learn from the comfort

of your home or from KLIC. Focus
will be on interactive project-based
learning (outcome focused) so you
can get hands-on experience as you go
through the program.
While you are in the program, a
Career Accelerator Program runs at the
same time, which includes a number of
professional development workshops
as well as six months’ post-bootcamp
support, to help you land a job as a Web
Developer or UX Designer.
If you have thought about becoming
a developer or designer, or simply
curious to learn more about these career
paths and how we could support you,
connect with KLIC.

https://kootenays.org/technology/
#WebDevelopmentAndDesign

Music series

In partnership with the Langham
Cultural Centre, KLIC has also
launched the Kaslo Summer Music
Series. The weekly music series
captures a pop-up vibe in a ritualistic
event for the entire summer season
from June to September.
Exciting local, regional and
international acts are playing at
various venues in Kaslo. This year, the
collective allowed citizens to vote on
music they wanted and is pleased to
have been able to book some of those
‘people’s choice’ artists. More can be

found at http://kootenays.org/music/

Beach benefit

Speaking of music, KLIC will be
managing the largest and only beach
camping in Kaslo during Jazz Fest
weekend. Just a few minutes walk
from the Kaslo Jazz Festival in the
bay, Camp Kaslo on South Beach will
offer a rustic landscape with portable
washrooms, water available but no
electricity, and free-range campsites on
a first-come, first-served basis.
A fundraiser for KLIC, all proceeds
will support core technologies, civic
engagement and real resilience in the
community. https://kootenays.org/
camping

Two local politicians elected to national advocacy organization
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay will have a “big voice” at
the national level when it comes to
municipal issues, thanks to the election
of two local politicians to a federal
lobby group’s board of directors.
Silverton Councillor Leah Main
and Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat were
both acclaimed to the board of the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM) at the national group’s annual
conference in Regina earlier this month.
Main will serve her eighth term as
FCM director and fourth consecutive
term as BC Caucus chair, heading up
the 10-member caucus. This will be
Hewat’s first term on the FCM board,
after serving three years as a non-board
committee member.
“After two years of working on

Since
Since1986
1986

Great Father’s Day and
Graduation cards in-store.
Lots of new gifts too!
Open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

the front lines to support Canadians
during the pandemic, there’s still much
work to do to tackle our country’s
greatest challenges, like the housing
crisis and protecting our communities
from climate extremes,” said Main.
“Municipal leaders were loud and clear
in Regina; we’re eager to continue
working with our federal partners to
take these issues head on, because
when our orders of government
work together, we move this country
forward.”
“If we want to get this recovery
moving, we need to be in touch with
what is happening every day in our
communities and make sure local issues
are brought to Ottawa,” said Hewat.
“We know that our country’s recovery
starts in our communities – where
people live, work, and raise families
– and as frontline governments, we
understand the challenges people
face in their daily lives. That makes
us key to Canada’s recovery and
we’re coming back home from this
conference energized and eager to work
with our federal and provincial partners
to get the job done.”
As FCM board members, the two
RDCK directors will help set policy
priorities that reflect the concerns of
municipal governments and affiliate
members from coast to coast. Among
the areas the FCM will be focusing

on are public transportation, housing,
rural health, and federal-municipal
relationships.
The FCM board of directors has
70 members and meets three times a
year. The local politicians’ participation
and travel is paid for by the national
organization.

RDCK Directors Leah Main (Silverton) and Suzan
Hewat (Kaslo) were elected to the board of directors
of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities for the
year. L to R: FCM Directors Randy Goulden (Yorkton,
SK), Rebecca Bligh (Vancouver, BC), Leah Main
(Silverton), and Suzan Hewat (Kaslo).

Human impacts and
personal struggle
explored in new
Langham exhibits

submitted
Kaslo’s Langham Gallery’s 2022
season moves into summer with the work
of two Kootenay artists on display in the
historic building.
In the Main Gallery, textile artist
Bettina Matzkuhn’s exhibit Gear
examines the human presence in the
backcountry. This is done through
deconstructing old outdoor equipment,
and reconstructing it with the addition
of embroidered imagery.
Gear features interactive pieces
which viewers can open to find hidden
embroidered landscapes revealing the
artist’s response to the role of outdoor
gear in the consumption, promotion and
diminishment of natural spaces.
“I construct these pieces using
mostly recycled outdoor fabrics:
ripstop nylon, webbing, closures, etc.,”
says Matzkuhn. “Through creating
repurposed gear that enmeshes my
memories, I am creating a space of
protection, while acknowledging the
materials that protect me also harm the
environments that I cherish.”
The work of Nelson-based emerging
artist Branda Christoffersen is on
display in the Langham Lobby Gallery.
Violent Femme is a new body of work
exploring Christoffersen’s path through
womanhood. Using line and color
she investigates love, rejection, and
becoming a mother.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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New CBT Community Liaison in Nakusp
submitted
Angie Elsmore is Columbia
Basin Trust’s newest Community
Liaison, serving the northern basin.
With experience in education, project
development and organizational
operations, Elsmore is keen to get
out into communities and learn more
about how the Trust can support local
efforts.
“I’m super excited to support
people and communities in the
northern Columbia Basin, and be
contributing to something really
meaningful,” said Elsmore, who
will based out of the Trust office in
Nakusp. She fills the vacancy left
by Lynda Lafleur, who retires at the
end of the month. Lafleur held the
position for 15 years.
Elsmore’s focus, along with
the Trust’s two other Community
Liaisons, is engaging with smaller,
rural communities that want to take
on important projects, but may lack
some of the resources to do so. She
is passionate about meeting people
and facilitating community dialogue
to identify and implement projects
that help rural communities.
“My goal is to listen, draw out
what their priorities and needs are,
and help identify which projects are
going to be the most impactful. Then
we can determine how the Trust can
support these efforts,” said Elsmore.

Elsmore has experience as a
business coach, corporate educator,
performance consultant, and as an
entrepreneur. She also holds both
an MBA and an ICF Coaching
Certificate, which lends to her
collaborative approach for working
in communities.
“Angie brings a diverse
perspective to the team. She has
worked with people from all over
the world, as well as with local
non-profits, in various capacities,”
said Will Nixon, the Trust’s Senior
Manager, Delivery of Benefits. “Her
lived experience, in addition to her
education, is an asset to this role, as
is her knowledge of the area from
growing up in the Basin.”
Although she’s lived in Asia, the
Middle East, and Europe, Elsmore
is originally from New Denver and
has maintained a residence in the
Slocan Valley.
“I was born and raised here and
had the opportunity to venture abroad
to work with diverse populations.
Now I’m thrilled to be back to my
roots,” she says. “Coming back and
starting this position is like food for
my soul and I feel privileged to be
living and working in the Basin.”
Patrick Checknita is the
Community Liaison for the
southwestern basin, including the
Slocan Valley and Kaslo areas. Based

out of the Castlegar office, Checknita
worked for the Trust for three years
as program coordinator before taking

over Kelvin Saldern’s job upon his
retirement.
Born in Kimberley, raised

Angie Elsmore, CBT’s new Community Liaison for the northern Basin.

Lynda Lafleur retires as CBT Community Liaison
submitted
Over the past 15 years, Lynda
Lafleur has been on the road, a lot.
As the Trust’s Community Liaison
serving the northern Basin – now
heading into retirement – her
commitment to meeting people
where they are has had countless
exciting outcomes. Some are
tangible, like well-loved outdoor
rinks or pavilions. Others are less
concrete, such as building capacity
in small communities or forging
collaborations between community
groups.
“It’s bringing people to a place
where they see what their potential

is, which gives them the courage
to pursue their goals,” Lynda says.
“You’re also putting them together
with other people with shared
interests, understanding that they
could do more if they collaborate.
I’ve loved every minute of it.”
Lynda has been instrumental in
forging new ground, from offering
long-standing support to the
LGBTQ2+ community to creating
a partnership with Heritage BC to
give tailored aid to heritage needs.
She’s proud of the efforts of
all Trust staff and pleased she
has been able to help the Trust
pursue its founders’ vision: to

create a legacy of social, economic
and environmental well-being.
“I make sure that that’s always
respected, and really honour those
beginnings.”
“Lynda has worked tirelessly
to connect and build connections
throughout the Basin and the
knowledge she built from these
efforts has served the Trust in
endless ways,” says Will Nixon,
Senior Manager, Delivery of
Benefits, Columbia Basin Trust.
“It has been a privilege working
alongside Lynda and we thank
her for all her contributions in
supporting communities and rural

submitted by Sharon Montgomery,
Arrow Lakes Historical Society
In honour of Indigenous Day,
June 21, Sharon Montgomery of the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society is
sharing some Sinixt history with our
readers. Montgomery first learned of
this historical hunting practice from
Bob Campbell, Sinixt head man.
Many years ago, the Sinixt
people couldn’t go to the grocery
store for food because they lived off
the land. They relied on the help from
ravens and dogs.
They took ravens from the nest as

young birds and trained them to obey
their commands. They also trained
the dogs to corral the four-legged.
So when they went hunting, they
would load up their sturgeon-nose
canoes, ravens on their shoulders
and the dogs sitting patiently in the
bottom of the canoes. The women
would go too with their knives and
baskets.
As the hunting party paddled
down the lake, they were on the
lookout for four leggeds; deer,
moose, caribou, goats or elk. They
would then set the ravens free to go

up the mountain in search of the fourleggeds. When they found them, the
ravens would caw to the dogs. The
dogs would race up the mountain to
where the ravens were and herd the
deer down the mountain to where the
Sinixt were waiting in their sturgeonnosed canoes. Then the slaughter
would begin! The Sinixt didn’t even
have to get out of the canoes to
harvest their dinner.
If you are wondering what
motivated the ravens and dogs, they
got the best parts of the kill – the
entrails.

submitted
The Nakusp Public Library is going
to be a busy place this summer, with
crafts, scavenger hunts, stickers, books
– and maybe even some dinosaurs and
unicorns!
The BC Summer Reading Club

starts July 6 at the library, and is bringing
a world of free and fun activities with the
theme ‘All Together Now.’
If you are 4-12 years old, or know
someone that age who likes to have
fun, you’ll want to register for the free
programming at the Nakusp Public

Library, every Wednesday at 1 pm this
summer.
For more information about how
to register, call 250-265-3363, email
contact@nakusplibrary.ca or stop by
the library. It’s open Tuesday-Saturday,
12-4.

Sinixt hunting history

in Trail and currently living in
Nelson, Checknita has a Bachelor of
Business Administration from Simon
Fraser University. He spent time
in Ontario employed at a business
enterprise centre, giving advice to
new and young entrepreneurs. The
Community Liaison role will be
similar, in that he’ll be “meeting
people, listening to their challenges,
working on idea development and
looking for solutions to issues.”

Summer Reading Club offers free summer fun at Nakusp Library

areas in the Basin.”
Angie Elsmore is taking on the
role as the new Community Liaison
based in the Trust’s Nakusp office
and can be reached at aelsmore@
ourtrust.org or 1-800-505-8998.

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.

LOVELY LILY IS READY FOR ADOPTION!

Lily is a 10-month-old kitten with bright yellow eyes and
sleek black fur! She’s very social and will demand a lot
of your time. Don’t expect cuddles yet – you’ll have to
work on that! Lily is learning manners and how to best
interact with other animals and humans. She’s very
curious and entertaining and will become a wonderful
companion – if you have the time to spend with her. For
more information, call PALS today at 265-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
COVID CARE ALLIANCE: This
alliance of independent Canadian doctors,
scientists and health care practitioners is
committed to providing top-quality and
balanced evidence-based information to
the Canadian public about COVID-19
so that hospitalizations can be reduced,
lives saved, and our country safely
restored as quickly as possible. www.
canadiancovidcarealliance.org.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.
FINANCIAL WELLNESS FOR
SENIORS – FREE workshop: June 22 at
3 pm on Zoom. Learn what seniors financial
abuse is, how to recognize if you or a loved
one is being taken advantage of, advanced
planning tools to protect yourself or loved
ones, and more! Contact for info or to
register: sknight@cbal.org 250-226-6949.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street,
Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET Come join us at Expo Park in the village of
Slocan. Featuring local farmers, artisans,
food, kids zone, and live music. Every

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open Every Day!

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Chartered Professional Accountant

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

H. A. Benson Inc.

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Saturday, 10 am-2 pm. June, July, and
August.
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Admission is by donation.
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share
at the break. Current COVID protocols
will apply.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY presents
‘Murmuration,’ an exhibit of sculpture
and paintings by artist Roni Jurgensen.
The show runs from Tuesday, June 28 to
Sunday, July 3. Gallery hours are 10 am-3
pm. The Hidden Garden Gallery is located
at 112 Slocan Ave. Look for the intriguing
big white barn, across from the Village
office. The gallery will be open 10 am-3 pm,
Tuesday-Sunday. For more information,
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a
bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

SUMMER SUNDAYS IN THE KOHAN
Reflection Garden are here again! The
first free, all-ages presentation is: Wild
Weaving and Forage, at 10am on July 3.
Eloise Charet will lead you through the
garden, identifying an amazing variety of
native weaving materials, wild food forage
and medicinal plants. For information on
other Kohan Garden events go to www.
kohanreflectiongarden.ca

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
2-BDR, 1 BATH HOME available in
South Slocan July 1. $1,800/mo. 1-236598-5535.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY HOUSING
SOCIETY is accepting applications for
tenancy at the Slocan City Suites – an
affordable independent seniors complex in
the beautiful village of Slocan. For more
details and to download an application,
please visit our website www.svhousing.ca
and click on ‘Slocan City Suites’ or email
us at scs@svhousing.ca
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FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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SHAMBHALA MUSIC FESTIVAL
NOW HIRING paid and volunteer positions
for all skill sets! Most positions run July 1826 in Salmo, BC - shambhalamusicfestival.
com/join-the-crew
FULL-TIME PAINTER, with construction
and renovation experience an asset. Apply
with resume to arrowlakepainting@
gmail.com. Based out of Burton, we do
jobs throughout the Kootenays.
The SILVERY SLOCAN MUSEUM
is seeking an employee between the
ages of 15 and 30. The applicant should
be a self-motivated and independent
worker. Previous museum experience and
computer skills are an asset. Starting late
June, 35 hours/week for up to 9 weeks at
$16.20/hour. A cover letter and resume
must be received before June 23, 2022 at
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com or Box 301,
New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0. Inquiries?
Call: 250-358-7181.

HOSPICE

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Caring
volunteers provide, dignity, respect,
support at end of life, Contact, admin@
newdenverhospice.ca or Cathy Bazay,
403-923-9285.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

LOST

BIFOCAL GLASSES in brown narrow
case lost at New Denver May Days. $50
reward. 1-403-283-6825.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

COMMUNITY

go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
FOREVER GREEN: SLGBS seeks
lifetime members supporting the creation
of New Denver’s green cemetery. Please
etransfer $20 to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com or mail $20 with details to
SLGBS, Box 69, V0G 1S0.
PARENTS: ARE YOU CONCERNED
about your child or teen’s unhealthy
relationship with digital media? Want to
connect with other parents dealing with
similar issues? Sarah: 250-353-1737 or
baiyaat@me.com

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR a small acreage
just outside of Kaslo. My wife, Niki Verzuh,
is from the Kootenays and we’re hoping to
move to your lovely area. Contact Neale

EDUCATION

at (250) 221-1195 or nealesmith2905@
gmail.com Thanks very much!

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters
& wifi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.
SMALL TRAVEL TRAILER, large water

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

PETS

PUREBRED NORWEGIAN
ELKHOUND PUPS (midsize dogs). Excellent
temperament/ protective
but not aggressive. Great
hiking companions. Good
rodent control, great
family dogs. Both parents
here on our farm. Call/
text 250-364-0090.

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

21

tanks, 3 point tractor implements, and used
metal roofing wanted. Can pick up. 250895-0841, slocanfarmer@gmail.com.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

805 Kildare Street, New Denver

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
June 24,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

COMPUTER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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Wide Spot: Both
True
by Therese DesCamp

If I were to tell you the truth –
the truth that I am barely willing to
allow myself to know – I am almost
always afraid.
When I wake up in the middle
of the night – which happens many
nights – it’s because I am seized
by fear. Sometimes it’s tied to a
specific occurrence: atrocities in the
Ukraine, an article on species loss,
another US mass shooting. But the
physical experience of fear never
alters. It starts with a roiling in my gut,

followed by an instinctual, lightningswift turn away from the thought, then
a hopeless scramble to drown the
discomfort, to erase the pictures, to
lock the fear in some room and throw
away the key.
Don’t worry, I know the tricks. I
know how to attend to my breath or
repeat a short prayer mantra. These all
help, and sometimes my being settles
down and I can go back to sleep.
But recently, when I woke up and
felt my guts gripped by the fear, some
half-awake part of me decided to turn
toward it. I simply experienced the
feeling; I didn’t try to figure out what
horror had caused it. When I actually
allowed myself to feel, it dawned on
me that this squeezing anxiety is an
ever-present constant these days.
Let me stop here and say there’s
no shame or blame in feeling
afraid. We are human beings, which
means that we are hardwired by the
evolutionary process to scan the
world for danger. Many of us find
that, as we grow in awareness, we
are more, rather than less, mindful
of our fear. We also participate in
an enormous consciousness called
the planet, many of whose beings
are extremely stressed. So how
could we not feel fear? I, for one,
am not evolved enough to bring this
instinctual reaction under conscious
control. But what I can do is change
my response to it.
At 3 am this week, it occurred to
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me that Love is the way I know to
move beyond fear.
Love – the sensation that rises up
from deep within and carries with it
a palpable groundedness – helps us
set aside our crippling fears and act.
I capitalize Love here, because I’m
not talking about attraction or family
feelings or group identification. I’m
talking about that inner sensation

when we see suffering and respond
out of compassion, regardless of
how uncomfortable we are, how it
might jeopardize our plans, our public
image.
Love does not conquer or avoid or
blast past fear. Love walks us through
fear because someone or something
else needs our compassion.
Every one of us who shows up for

the planet, for each other, for peace
and generosity and forgiveness; every
person whose heart slams with terror
and who speaks up anyway; every
one of us is brave. This is true, too.
Say it: I am a brave woman, I am a
brave man, I am a brave person. Can
you find these daring, joyful, truthful
words when you wake up in the
middle of the night?

submitted
Captain Dave of Kootenay
Catamaran knows about ‘spot weld
moments’ that result in a strong, resilient
and memorable bond.
He belonged to a Men’s Team in
Calgary for many years, where the focus
was on helping men be better fathers,
sons, leaders, providers and partners.
Once a year, the team would
organize a weekend where men and
young lads 11-16 years old would camp
out in nature and learn survival skills,
team work and social skills while having
fantastic fun.
“I have been blessed to organize
these weekends and have seen these
young lads turn out to be great men,”
he said. “These participants as youth are
now organizing these events as adults.
When I talk to them years later, they say,
‘Remember that time we built that sweat
lodge and had a ceremonial sweat?’ or

‘Captain Dave, do you remember the
time we built that bridge over the pond?’
They would never forget those magical
moments which we referred to as ‘spot
weld moments.’”
As a semi-retired adult male of 56
years, Captain Dave has set himself up
as a ‘spot welder’ of great experiences,
usually involving wind and water sports
in Slocan City in the summer and the
Yucatan coast in Mexico in the winter
months. He provides sailing experiences
on bigger keel boats running three to four
sails at a time along the southern Gulf of
Mexico, but his real passion is teaching
wind water propulsion, particularly using
beach catamarans.
“I invite you to create your spot
weld moments on an afternoon tour
on the beautiful southern tip of Slocan
Lake, or through a master class of
three private lessons for only $349 per
person. Bring a friend or family member

to join the private class and it’s only
$499 total for three two-hour classes,”
says Captain Dave, a 44-year certified
instructor. Check the ad on page 6 for
more information.

Kootenay Catamaran offers sailing
tours and classes on Slocan Lake

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

• Top Soil • Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Outlawseeds.
online

250-358-7721

Leaf Cabinetry

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Crane Service

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Wired by Alex

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

Jim Pownall
& Co.

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Darcy Feiffer

250-265-7437

Proudly Serving The Kootenays And Surrounding Areas

Alex Joseph

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net
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Content caribou moms bring hope for caregivers at Nakusp maternity pen
They were rounded up and put in
this 6.6-hectare (16-acre) protective
enclosure, surrounded by a 10-foot
landscape fabric wall and 7,000-volt
electric fence. Here they’ve been
fed two squares a day of lichen and
grain pellets, watered, and kept safe
from predators while they give birth
to their calves.
All the while, the shepherds keep
close watch over their flock.
“A big part of the job is observing
them. We don’t know when the
calves are going to come, so we are
becoming very familiar with their
behaviour,” says Mathieu. “Number
3 for instance, has been running
around, restless, so we think she may
be getting ready to give birth.”
Mathieu has worked on caribou
recovery programs for the provincial
government for several years, and
consults on several similar projects.
She’s here for the critical birthing
period, in case she’s needed.
“The idea is, if there’s a calf that’s
sick or in distress or abandoned, we
are there to intervene quickly and
save its life,” she says.
A Nakusp veterinarian has
granted the project full access to her
clinic, giving Mathieu the facilities
she would need to stabilize any
calves. If need be, the babies could
then be moved from there to the
Calgary Zoo for more long-term care.
But so far, it’s been smooth
sailing. The animals have thrived in
their sanctuary.
“They are delightful. Of all the
animals we can do this with, caribou
are a perfect creature,” she says.
“They are much calmer than other
ungulate species, and they respond
well to the diet we feed them. They
are just sweet animals that don’t panic
easily. It’s not ideal, but they do okay
for the time being. They enjoy their
food; they are calm; they have their
routine; they’ve made their own
trails. They don’t challenge the fence.
They are quite resilient.”

First calf thriving

The first calf was born in late
May – a female, to everyone’s
delight. Since then, four more healthy

calves have been born – three males
and another female.
When a calf is born, the shepherds
implement a special protocol.
“We give the mother and calf 24
hours of undisturbed time, so the calf
can drink from their mom and get all
the proper nutrients,” says Mathieu.
“After that we catch them, and put a
collar on.
“The trouble is, if you wait too
long, you can’t catch them. They’re
too fast. But if you do it too early, you
can interfere with their health – they
need their time with their mom. So
we have this small window to go in
there and check them. We try to do
the examination as quietly and as fast
as we can.”
The first baby was strong and
healthy, and at a near-perfect birth
weight.
“She’s a beautiful, big healthy
girl, weighing 9.7 kilos,” Mathieu
told the Valley Voice. “And the mom
is doing fine as well.
“They are staying separate now,
away from the rest of the herd.
But when they come to the feeder,
everyone else moves away. Mom
has poked and pushed them. She’s a
very good mom, very protective, and
the rest of the herd just has to give
them space.”
This is the busy time for the
veterinarian.
“The most critical period is right
after they are born, the first few days
of life,” she says. “If they don’t drink,
they’ll get sick. They need to drink
their mother’s colostrum to gain
antibodies – they don’t have any
when they are born. Their umbilical
has to dry up and close off, that can
get infected easily. That can cause
problems. They are wobbly and weak
when born – we are concerned about
them breaking a leg or falling in a
crevice. So every day we make sure
we get our eyes on them. But it will
be less stressful as they age.”
Contact with the animals is kept
to a minimum, as mothers can also
be easily spooked and will abandon
their calves. Much of the monitoring
is done through a telescope and

PHOTO CREDIT: JOHN BOIVIN

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
It’s as quiet as a hospital zone
on this mountain bench above the
Nakusp Hot Springs. Which sort of
makes sense, since there’s literally a
maternity ward set up at the heavily
forested site.
“We’re surprised how little
disturbance we’ve had up here,” says
Paul Seaton, a wildlife biologist and
member of the Arrow Lakes Caribou
Society. “It seems the locals have
agreed to avoid the area as much as
they can.”
That includes wildlife as well as
human visitors.
“We’ve had a couple of black
bears showing up,” he said. “We
caught them on camera, but they
wandered on past and kept on going.”
Seaton climbs up a flight of wood
stairs – taking care not to make a lot
of noise – and opens the door of the
observation post set up by the society
at the pen’s gate.
He’s greeted – quietly – by three
others keeping watch today over the
eight female caribou housed in the
maternity pen. From this vantage
point, they can see the feeding
troughs, but the animals are nowhere
to be seen. That’s actually a good
thing.
“Things are working out better
than expected,” says Seaton. “We’re
happy with how comfortable they are,
how they are making trails, using the
whole pen – they have their favourite
spots.”
Indeed, things have settled down
to a bit of a routine at the maternity
pen, just the way the planners had
hoped.
“In the morning we get here, we
feed them, make sure everyone looks
okay and see if we have new calves,”
said Amélie Mathieu, a wildlife
veterinarian based out of Cranbrook.
“We make sure everyone is safe,
everyone is happy.”
Seaton, Mathieu and the rest of
the crew have been following the
animals’ progress since the seven
pregnant cows – and one yearling
female – were captured March 25.

The first calf was born May 24 at Nakusp’s caribou maternity pen.

closed-circuit cameras.
The $450,000 project will see
the caribou and their calves kept
here until mid-July, when they’ll be
released to their summer pastures just
up the mountain from the maternity
pen. Then they’ll be on their own –
but facing the world in the best shape
of their lives. And that gives the
project team hope for the endangered
herd, which number less than 30

animals.
“If we had left this another year
or two, the way forces are that were
lined up, it would have been too
late,” says Hugh Watt, the chair of
the Arrow Lakes Caribou Society.
“It’s unfortunate we have to do
this. In an ideal world this would
not happen,” adds Mathieu. “But it’s
nice to be able to do something. To
make it right.”

Penny Katherine Tees

February 17th 1952- June 28th 2021

Penny Katherine Tees was born February 17th 1952 to Pat and
John (Jack) Tees. The second child in the family, Penny grew up
with her parents and her sister Shelly in Oakland, CA. The family
spent many weekends at beaches from Shelter Cove Beach near
San Francisco to Monterey where her father would participate in
skin diving meets. Penny had a life-long love of the ocean and of
watching wildlife. The family took long camping trips and twice
visited British Columbia and the Kootenays where Penny would
later spend over half her life.
Penny won a full scholarship to UC Berkeley in the early 1970s.
She studied anthropology and was active at protests against the
Vietnam war and rallies for better environmental policies and civil
rights. Penny worked at Griffin Nursery School in Berkeley and
took Elinor Griffin’s philosophies on early-childhood education
with her as a parent, Trustee, Early Childhood Coordinator, and
Grandparent.
Penny’s sister immigrated to Canada and landed in the Slocan
Valley; Penny’s parents followed, and in 1980 Penny moved to
Winlaw and soon married Larry Avis. The couple built and ran
a fruit stand, which eventually became the building the Whole
School operates out of. In 1985 they separated and Penny gave
birth to their daughter, Martina.
Penny was elected to the local School Board in 1990 and took
her position of Trustee and eventually chair very seriously. She
was a fearless advocate for public education. Penny became the
President of the BC School Trustees Association in 2004 and held
this position for four years. During her time in these roles, she
advocated for rural schools and accessibility in public education.
Penny was a devoted daughter, taking care of both her parents
until their deaths. She raised her daughter Martina with infinite
care and love and became a proud and doting grandma with the
births of Esther and Lewis Ash.
Penny’s dear friend, Sam Simpson has called Penny “the most
frugal person [she has] ever known.” Penny did not believe in
excess, consumerism, or aesthetic renovations. She loved dogs,
wild animals, the beach, trivia games – she won the last one she
ever played – and children. Penny was passionate about welcoming
young families to the Valley and delighted in seeing all the babies
and children at Networks for New Parents, a program she designed
and ran for years. Penny will be deeply missed by the community,
her friends near and far, her past colleagues, and, of course her
family. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Senior’s
Housing in the Slocan Valley. We miss you, Penny.
A public memorial will be held at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre on June 28th at 3pm.
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Zaynab Mohammed selected as
a BC Culture Days Ambassador
submitted
Local poet and performer
Zaynab Mohammed has been
selected as an ambassador for BC
Culture Days.
The BC Culture Days
Ambassador Program offers
emerging artists in BC the
opportunity to develop creative
and community-engaged
programming for Culture Days,
which takes place nation-wide
from September 23 to October
16, 2022. The emerging artists act
as spokespeople for BC Culture
Days and also participate in
a mentorship program with
an established artist for three
months.
The BC Culture Days
Ambassador series Earth
Endeavours is a collection of
community-engaged creative
projects calling the public to
action. With a new creative
challenge launched each
week, starting July 4, the 2022
ambassadors will invite everyone
to explore our relationship
with the Earth and each other,
navigating a way towards a
healthier future together.
Zaynab’s Earth Endeavours
project is called ‘Are We
Listening?’ It stems from her
curiosity about the power of
listening and what it means in
relation to ourselves, to each other
and to our natural environment.
We have two ears and one mouth
for a reason!

Grand Opening Weekend!
June 17 & 18, 2022
Music & Art Fair
Street Dance

J Greg Walter

Russel Jackson

Henri Brown

JC Smith

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne

Plus all these great acts: VJ Michael Williams, Lindsay Mitchell, Gene Greenwood, The Stormriders
Kevin Belzner, Joey Dimarco, Jon Burden & the Bleedin’ Hearts with Marty Carter, Two for Tripping, Diamond
Willow, Bill Wilson, Darrel Combs, Kenny Giles, The Rock ‘n Roll Sherpas, John van Breugel, the Grateful Life and
Judy Brown. Cancelled with a broken hand is Russell Earl Marsland and Raven Blackwell.

Art Show featuring
the works of:
Matt Petley-Jones,
Graham Gilmore, Buck
Walker, Jenny Baillie

• PNT Contracting
• Dahls welding and
fabricating ltd

• Trowelex Rentals & Sales
• Boardwalk Enterprises LTD
• Pennco engineering LTD

• Ron Hart Architect LTD
• Southern Aspect contracting
LTD
• Crusader Lumber LTD
• IMS Iron Designs LTD
• Bowick Electric LTD

— Sponsors —

• The Col Guesthouse
• J Mcvean plumbing
• Spilker Mcnally Tucker legal
services
• Small and Unimportant Design
• Canadian Aerothermal LTD

•Tru-Form Developments
• Team Pro Painting
• Slocan City Guitar Repair
• Mountain Valley Station
• Slocan Village Market LTD
• The Swan House

• Al Mills • Flaca’s Bistro
• Flow Plumbing & Heating
• Jim Nuefeld esquire
• Sutherland Excavating

• Dale Normand Electrical ENG.
• Alex Mcnally Proffesional ENG.
• Voykin Craning and Excavating
• Slocan Towing • Natures Gifts

slocancityhotel.ca

“What does listening mean to
you? I would love to learn from
you. I invite you to think about
this topic. What are your thoughts
and insights on listening? How do
you listen? Why do you listen?
When do you listen, and where
does your listening happen within
you?” she asks.
Zaynab is calling on you to
participate in her project. She is
conducting in-person interviews
at the Civic Theatre in Nelson,
and at her studio in the Village
of Slocan from June 20 until
July 31s. To book a slot for
your personal interview with
Zaynab, please email her at
arewelistening2022@gmail.com
before July 31.

During Culture Days, a series
of micro-documentaries detailing
the results of the ambassadors’
Earth Endeavours projects will
be presented on the Culture Days
website.
“Your recorded interviews
and stories will be the soundtrack
of my video on what listening
means when our voices are
connected through story,” says
Zaynab. “Thank you for carving
out time to participate!”
Follow BC Culture Days on
social media or at CultureDays.
ca/en/bc to join Zaynab and
the other ambassadors on
their journeys. For more about
Zaynab, visit her website: www.
zaynabmohammed.com.

Local poet and performer Zaynab Mohammed has been selected as an
ambassador for BC Culture Days.

