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Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging protestors not deterred by police crackdown
opposition to the logging clear. No one
expected what ensued.
“This certainly didn’t go as planned,”
said one local resident. “We had been
assured [by local Kaslo police] that as
long as we didn’t block the road and
observed the parameters set by the police,
we would be safe. This turned out not to
be the case.”
As shown in several videos, most of
the people at the protest site were in the
‘exclusion zone,’ well off the road, with
no intention of being arrested. However,
police kept moving forward into the
exclusion zone, and pulling people on
to the road and arresting them.
Contrary to standard practice for
protests in BC, the first to be seized were
the two people acting as police liaisons,
followed by two official observers.
The only two people who were
indeed blocking the road were locked
down in devices. One of them, Meghan
Beatty, a Nelson pharmacist, said in an
LSWK press release that she was denied
water, arrest support, and a legal observer
during her extraction.
“I have protested peacefully at the
offices of our elected representatives.
We’ve been given platitudes and lip
service but nothing has changed. So here
I am. This is it. This is the last stand,”
she said.
Arrestees were taken to a paddy
wagon at the Lardeau bridge, where
police were blocking access to Argenta
and Johnsons Landing to anyone who
couldn’t prove they lived there.
An RCMP press release says 17
individuals were arrested for contempt of

court, one of whom was removed from
a locking device. Eight were released on
conditions with a Nelson court date of
July 19, and nine were transported to the
Kaslo RCMP detachment for processing.
T h e R C M P ’s s p e c i a l i z e d
Community-Industry Response Group
(C-IRG) was deployed for this action,
with 30 officers, 15 or so police cars and
other vehicles, including a large black
paddy wagon, a helicopter and a drone.
According to the RCMP website,
“The C-IRG uses a measured approach
in facilitating the peaceful resolution of
public disorder issues. They proactively
engage all stakeholders through open
communication and meaningful
dialogue.”
This description is disputed by
the people who were on the ground in
Argenta and at other protests where
C-IRG has been deployed, such as
the Fairy Creek protest on Vancouver
Island, and at pipeline protests such as
the Wet’suwet’en standoff at Gitumden.
“We saw this totally over-the-top
response,” one community member told
the Valley Voice. “They don’t really care
if any of the charges stick. The logging
is now happening – that is all they care
about.”
“It was a horrific thing to witness. I
am deeply disturbed that this operation
was allowed to take place,” said Miguel
Pastor, 17, who was arrested Tuesday as
he was standing on the side of the road
telling officers he had no intention of
blocking the road. “We were not given
the option to leave the camp. The officers
grabbed and arrested anyone who tried to

speak to them, document them, or leave
the protest. People were not read their
rights, had personal property destroyed,
were verbally abused.”
One community member who was
able to escape the scene told his story to
the Valley Voice. Realizing that police
were arresting anyone who tried to leave,
he, his partner and two of their elderly
neighbours fled through the forest. They
walked for hours to find their way home.
“The elderly woman had been in and out
of hospital over the winter, but weakly
and determinedly made her way home
after several hours of walking,” he said.
“I was at the camp to bear witness, but
there was no allowance for that – or for
protesting by the side of the road.”
Immediately after the arrests,
workers from Cooper Creek Cedar
moved in and erected a large steel locked
gate at the base of Salisbury Creek Road,
barring access to this public road that
leads to local hiking trails and the Purcell

Wilderness Conservancy.
The Argenta and Johnsons Landing
communities, largely through ‘Mt.
Willet Wilderness Forever,’ have been
lobbying for years to have the ArgentaJohnsons Landing Face incorporated
into the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy
provincial park. Most local people
believe these 6,200 hectares should
have been included in the park from the
beginning.
“One thing is for sure – Argentans
do not like to be bullied. We are
more determined than ever to protect
this mountainside within the Purcell
Wilderness Conservancy Provincial
Park,” said the local resident who
escaped through the forest.
Last Stand West Kootenay, a group
of Nelson-based activists, were invited
to set up camp on the Salisbury Creek
Forest Service Road on April 25 by an
Argenta resident who had been at the
Fairy Creek protests.
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by Moe Lyons
The protest against the logging of
the Argenta-Johnsons Landing Face
continues on, even after the police
operation of Tuesday, May 17 that
resulted in 17 arrests and cleared the
camp on Salisbury Creek Forest Service
Road that was established by Last Stand
West Kootenay in late April.
The day after the arrests, members
of the community and Last Stand West
Kootenay (LSWK) met at the Argenta
Hall to debrief.
“Yesterday was about trying to
break us, and it is clear tonight that they
completely failed,” said one community
member at the meeting.
Just five days after the arrests,
LSWK set up a new camp and sacred fire
on Argenta Road, a few hundred metres
north of Salisbury Creek Road. Marilyn
James, Sinixt matriarch, was there to
hold a ceremony for the trees and to tend
the sacred fire.
The group had a large and visible
presence at Kaslo May Days, as well,
with an information booth and a float
and marchers in the parade.
With police presence ramping up
in Kaslo for several days leading up
to the May 17 arrests, people in the
Argenta area were bracing themselves
for enforcement of the court order
Cooper Creek Cedar obtained three
years ago to stop people from blocking
access to this site. When they heard the
police were coming on Tuesday, May 17,
about 30 people – both local residents
and members of Last Stand – gathered
at the site to bear witness and make their

Seventeen people were arrested at the Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging protest on May 17,
including local pharmacist Meghan Beatty, who was locked in a device.
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Community Paramedicine supports wellness in the region
submitted
Recent scheduling and staffing
changes within BC Emergency
Health Services (BCEHS) have
resulted in the hiring of three
new regular part-time community
paramedics for Kaslo, New
Denver, and Winlaw. Since its
implementation in 2015, at least
99 rural and remote communities
in BC have been selected for
community paramedicine (CP)
services. Community paramedics
take on specialized training to be able
to provide primary care services in

non-urgent settings.
“Being a paramedic is an
extremely rewarding career, and
the CP program is an opportunity
to expand on our extensive training
and develop a more proactive role
in the communities where we live
and work,” says Anneke Fidler, the
community paramedic in Winlaw.
The program is aimed at
providing improved access to
healthcare for those living in rural and
remote communities. Community
paramedics work closely with other
local healthcare providers to identify

and bridge gaps for people that may
have barriers to accessing regular
care.
One of the pillars of the
community paramedicine program
focuses on providing care to older
patients in BC that are living with
conditions such as heart failure,
COPD, and diabetes, as well as
patients at risk for falls, and those
that may benefit from a palliative
approach to care.
“What really excites me about
the community paramedic program
is the patient-centred approach it
takes,” says Kaslo paramedic Martin
Cyr. “It really focuses on supporting
clients to feel empowered to take
steps to improving and managing
their own health. We do this by
developing relationships with the
clients and working together to build
a healthcare plan that is unique and
realistic for them.”
Other services within the

community paramedicine program
include community outreach and
awareness, and wellness clinics.
Through outreach and awareness,
community paramedics get to know
people in their local communities and
First Nations, and develop plans with
other local healthcare providers to
identify ways to improve the health
of residents in these areas.
Wellness clinics and events
provide an opportunity for people to
interact on a regular basis and make
connections within their community.
“Isolation is a big factor in
peoples’ health, and living rurally
can often make that worse. I hope to
provide an opportunity for people in
my community to get together, even
once a month or so, to learn about
their health, and how to support
themselves and those around them
that may have similar challenges,”
says Fidler.
Community paramedics are also

involved in public health education
through school and community
events. Some examples of health
topics they cover include First Aid,
CPR/AED classes, how and when
to call 911, and naloxone training.
“My goal is to help provide
education on various topics such as
overdose awareness and naloxone
training, hands-only CPR, and
stopping major bleeds,” says Casey
Law, the community paramedic in
New Denver. “I also look forward
to collaborating with health care
practitioners and our health centre
in assisting and providing wellness
clinics and wellness checks.
Promoting health and wellness in
our amazing community will be my
endeavour for the program.”
To find out more about the
community paramedicine program
in your area, visit www.bcehs.ca
and click on ‘Our Services,’ or email
CommunityParamedicine@bcehs.ca

Casey Law, Community Paramedic, New Denver, BC

Anneke Fidler, Community Paramedic, Winlaw, BC

Martin Cyr, Community Paramedic, Kaslo, BC

COVID outbreak at the Pavilion in New Denver
submitted by Interior Health
A COVID-19 outbreak was
declared on May 27 at the Pavilion
long-term care wing of the Slocan
Community Health Centre in New
Denver.
The outbreak does not impact
the emergency department and
other services at the facility.
There were seven resident
cases of COVID-19 as of May
27. Additional infection control
measures have been implemented
and visits to the Pavilion are

temporarily suspended. Essential
visitors only, such as for end-of-life
or for discharge planning purposes,
are permitted at the Pavilion with
appropriate PPE.
It is important to recognize that
COVID-19 continues to circulate
in our communities and Interior
Health says that getting immunized
is the most important way to
protect each other, especially
vulnerable individuals in longterm care or hospital. Medical
masks continue to be required

in health care settings, visitors
will be screened for COVID-19
symptoms and visitors require
proof of vaccination (with some
exceptions).
A COVID-19 outbreak was
also declared on the medical unit at
the Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital in Trail on May 26. IH
says all services continue to be
available at Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital and the hospital
remains safe to visit for anyone
needing emergency care.
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RDCK wins two BC Economic Development Awards for Kaslo area project
submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) has been recognized
for its work in helping the economic
development of the North Kootenay
Lake area.
The RDCK received two British
Columbia Economic Development
Association (BCEDA) awards for
the Kaslo and Area D’s Coordinated
Leadership: Community Led Economies
of Scale project. The strategy was
developed for North Kootenay Lake
by the Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development Commission with funding
support from the Government of BC and
Columbia Basin Trust.
The projects began in 2019, when
the Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development Commission contracted
the services of Factor 5 Group. The
national social enterprise organization
works to co-create strong communities
through excellence in economic
development. Factor 5 worked closely
with elected leaders, community
volunteers and staff to co-create
the unique community economic
development strategy.
“As mayor of the Village of Kaslo
and chair for the Kaslo & Area D
Economic Development Commission,
I am so proud of this project, which is
a great example of collaboration in our
sub-region,” said Suzan Hewat, Mayor
of Kaslo and RDCK board director.
“The work being done by Factor 5 is
helping to build much needed capacity
and economic resilience in our area in
partnership with local organizations in
Kaslo and Area D.”
The RDCK won the Community
Project Award, recognizing an
organization that has implemented
various economic development initiatives

that provide economic benefits to a
community or region, and the Economic
Recovery and Resiliency Award for
projects that represent a successful
recovery initiative from natural and manmade disasters, including COVID-19.
Both awards were for a community with
less than 20,000 population.
“Rural economic development is
the baseline to a sustainable future,”
added Aimee Watson, RDCK board
chair and Area D director. “Supporting
the residents to ensure a healthy and
accessible lifestyle requires thinking and

acting outside of the box.
“From food security to supply
chain innovations, this project and all of
its endeavours not only brought many
stakeholders together but achieved
unique solutions and most importantly –
a hopeful future that those here now and
all those coming can succeed within our
vast and rural landscape.”

COVID complications

A few months into the process, the
COVID-19 pandemic hit and business
as usual came to halt. However, instead
of putting the project on pause, the

Kaslo infoNet looks to expand to Slocan Valley
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
There’s another player entering the
race to provide last-mile high-speed
internet connections to homes and
business in the Slocan Valley.
“Our plan is to fill the niche [the
Columbia Broadband Corporation]
is leaving for last-mile delivery,” said
Isaac Maxfield, executive director of
the Kaslo infoNet Society, in a May 19
video delegation to the Regional District
of Central Kootenay board of directors.
KiN has a solid track record of
providing rural broadband service.
The non-profit community-owned
service has been connecting Kaslo and
surrounding rural communities to a
fibre-optic service since 2014. Money
stays in the community and the service
provides good local jobs to up to a dozen
people, he said.
“We’re now reaching the end of
our Area D development… to finish the
overall wireless build for our network,”
he told the board. “Which leads us
to the point where we’re looking at
expanding.”
And that expansion would be into

the Slocan Valley.
“With the Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation selling backbone
fibre to the Slocan Valley and Salmo
and valley area, we are looking at how
we might benefit rural residents in those
areas,” he said. “We want to build out
from the CBBC points of presence
in these communities to provide that
rural balance here, and bring economic
benefits we’ve seen here in Kaslo and
Area D to other areas inside the RDCK.”
Maxfield spoke to the board to let
them know about their expansion plans
– and to ensure them that they want to
work with, and not compete against,
other organizations wanting to provide
non-profit community internet.
“We have different motivations,”
he told the board. “Our goal is to get as
many residents hooked up with as good
a service as possible.”
Over the next few months, KiN will
be meeting with local municipal planners
in the valley about how they can support
bringing last-mile service to village and
rural homes.
The board thanked Maxfield for his
presentation.

Commission worked with Factor 5
to kick in into high gear, mobilizing
community leaders around response
and recovery efforts, while maintaining
the momentum of building a long-term
economic strategy for North Kootenay
Lake communities.
Hands-on support was provided
to the business community and an
e - c o m m e r c e p l a t f o r m ( w w w.
northkootenaylake.ca) was created to
showcase local restaurants, grocers,
retailers, as well as 40+ local service
providers and locally made products,
heightening local spending.
The result was immediate support
for local businesses and a dedicated
local community economic development
coordinator who now leads ongoing
projects in coordination with community
partners, a release from the RDCK says.
“The key lesson to be learned
from these awards is that villages

and surrounding rural communities
can pursue excellence in economic
development with the limited resources
they have available by coordinating
leadership and activating the private
sector, ” said Eric Burton, president and
CEO of Factor 5 Group.
Since adopting the Community
Leadership Strategy, the Kaslo and Area
D Economic Development Commission
has partnered with the Kaslo and Area
Chamber of Commerce and other
community partners to advance economic
priorities, including buy local campaigns,
business services, e-commerce support,
agriculture incubation and supply chain
management.
The BCEDA and FortisBC present
the annual awards to BCEDA members
who are doing outstanding work
in supporting local economies and
making a meaningful difference in their
communities.

Land Act: Notice of Application for a
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that we, the Village of New Denver, from New Denver,
BC, have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests
(MOF), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a Licence of Occupation to
accommodate a Community Facility on Provincial Crown Land located
in the Village of New Denver.
This disposition of this Crown Land, legally described as Lots 1 – 12,
Block 50, District Lot 549, Kootenay District, Plan 557, is requested to
accommodate New Denver’s recycling facility. Moving the recycling
facility to this location allows for the development of a 10-unit
affordable housing project at 602 Slocan Avenue.
MOF invites comments on this application; the Lands File is #4406308.
Written comments concerning this application should be directed to
Sr. Authorizations Specialist, MOF, Kootenay Boundary Region, at
1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. Comments will be
received by MOF up to 51 days. The Comment Closure Date is June
25, 2022. MOF may not be able to consider comments received after
this date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca for
more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the
submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. Visit http://
www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI
submissions.
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Missing the bus

’Tis a puzzlement. Unvaccinated
people are allowed to ride public
transit, now without masks even,
but for some reason drivers must
be vaccinated. It makes no sense to
me. Who is being protected by this
policy? In the West Kootenays, bus
trips are being cancelled right and
left, and people are left standing on
the road waiting in vain for a bus.
One reason given is that drivers
must be vaccinated. This just does
not compute.
Tia Leschke
Winlaw

Painting over
murals

I want to compliment Art Joyce
on his well thought out letter,
‘Painting over Millenium Mural’
in the May 19 Valley Voice. His
letter describes how the City of
Nelson and Nelson Arts Council
are decommissioning a historical
mural because it may have the wrong
interpretation of history.
It is possible Kaslo is going down
the same road, as the mural on the
side of the drug store is going to be
painted over, as well. The reason
given for this is it is outdated. It
is unfortunate that our politically
correct decisions are not well thought
out and can’t take in unexpected
consequences. Starvation will be the
next focus due to the rising costs and
shortages of energy and fertilizers
facing the world.
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Geoengineering

If you think the weather as of
this May 15, 2022 is normal or
natural – think again. How many
days, dear Kootenay residents, has
the sky been a featureless white?
Neither rain nor sun shall penetrate
this geoengineered sky. This time of
year is critical for plants and animals,
not to mention your garden, and with

temps well below average, you have
to ask yourself what is really going
on here. Mother Nature?
Leave behind the old adage that
everyone talks about the weather
but no one can do anything. Please,
please allow yourselves to investigate
and open your mind to the fact that
geoengeineering is a possibility. We
are living in a time when even the
weather can be controlled.
Please see and investigate
for yourself at such sites as
Geoengineeringwatch.org or
climateviewer.com. Dane Wigington
and Jim Lee respectively run these
sites, which are credible and useful
to help you understand what is really
going on.
Ann Blackmore
Harrop

New Denver
housing project

What on earth has gotten into
Leonard Casley? At the May 10
council meeting, the mayor claimed
that the affordable housing project
in New Denver “would never have
gone anywhere with past councils.”
As a past two-term councillor, I
take offence to this dismissive and
untrue statement. The New Denver
& Area Housing Society (and its
past incarnations as the Healthy
Housing and Healthy Community
Societies) has been working on this
project since its first housing needs
survey in 2006. Hours and hours
of volunteers’ time went into grant
writing, fundraising, studies and
planning — something no Village
council could afford to have staff do.
Finally, in 2019, the society
was ready to take the results to
council, and council said it would
be happy to sign a long-term lease
for land to build on. Had the society
been ready prior to 2018 (the last
municipal election), I have no doubt
whatsoever that any council would
have welcomed the project and had
staff work with them to provide a
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site.
For Casley to imply that only
his leadership could have brought
affordable housing to the village is
just plain wrong.
Katrine Campbell
New Denver

Thoughts on
health

One of the last smallpox
epidemics occurred in India in the
Bihar, Odisha, and West Bengal
provinces in 1974. Approximately
15,000 people, many of them
children, were killed by smallpox.
Many more were were blinded
and disfigured. The World Health
Organization’s eradication program
had been hindered in India due
to disagreements between WHO
and the Indian government. After
the severe epidemic, the WHO’s
efforts were increased and smallpox
was eliminated from Asia in 1975.
Perhaps religious beliefs about
vaccination contributed to those
deaths?
“The world is compounded of
the five elements – earth, water,
air, fire, and ether. So too is our
body. It is a sort of miniature world.
Hence the body stands in need of
all the elements in due proportion –
pure earth, pure water, pure fire or
sunlight, pure air, and open space.
When any one of these falls short of
its due proportion, illness is caused
in the body.” -Medical advice from
Mahatma Ghandi circa 1940s.
Jason Hartley
New Denver

New Denver
recycling site

As possibly a future resident of
the housing complex at 602 Slocan,
which is nearing groundbreaking,
it occurs to me that the view from
these apartments would be enhanced
by almost anything across the road
rather than having to look out at
the recycling centre. Yes, seeing
young people enjoying the freedom
of a healthy outdoor activity on
that property would be a blessing.
I have fond memories of following
my grandkids on their bikes to
the skate/bike park in Revelstoke
next to the green space walkway
so they could impress grandma
with their skills (win/win?). And
recently I discovered almost the same
installation in Slocan, which was
enhanced by interesting signage and
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landscaping – a much, much more
desirable view with the advantage
of being an area providing physical
activity and entertainment for
community youth. Let’s return this
space to something that improves the
neighbourhood and is closer to the
original intended use of this centrally
located parkland?
Elizabeth Poarch
Silverton

Strange heart
life

When you die suddenly, say of a
heart attack, and someone’s there and
they start smashing down on your
chest to try jolting you back to life,
that’s really intense, right? What we
need, in this mess we find ourselves
in, is a steady, smooth, calm, nonintense heart life. (I’ve always had
very low blood pressure; now its high
so I think of these odd paradoxes.)
At any rate, Kevin Falcon, you
might just take your crew and flock
off for all you understand of going
forward with calm and integrity.
And the contemporary NDP/Liberal
federal merger isn’t such a bad idea
at all. Maybe we’ll figure out a way
to get back to the early ’70s medical
services plan where the public got
10 of everything from massage
to chiropractic treatments that the
NDP government – in power so
fleetingly, administered so brilliantly
– government-supported alternative
treatments at this time would be
good. Because democracy, while
being the worst of all governments,
really is better than all the rest –
check poor China at the moment!
In the meantime, how about
getting more independent because
there’s no choice – probably due
to how it all seems to be crashing
around us. Household apothecaries
and growing good stuff.
Will it get warmer and normal
soon? Probably not. Here we go!
Daphne Fields
Passmore/Slocan

We can stop
littering

This letter is in response to both
Therese DesCamp’s ‘Wide Spot’
about garbage and C. Anne Heard’s
letter, ‘To all my neighbours.’
Several years ago, I wrote a
letter about how many discarded
cans and bottles I would find on a
two-kilometre stretch of roadway
between Kaslo and Mirror Lake.
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Since that time, the number of
discarded items has continued to
grow exponentially! On April 22, I
walked with three other individuals
along this stretch of roadway and we
collected over 250 cans/bottles in this
three-kilometre stretch of highway,
along with bags of discarded candy
wrappers, plastic bags, paper cups
and other items. This occurred
following the snowmelt, which was
late this year. In February, I collected
99 cans on this stretch of roadway
because I could see the litter on the
snow and it was disgusting.
This week, I walked with three
other women from the Kaslo Climate
Action Team and we tackled another
two-kilometre stretch of highway
from Mirror Lake to Fletcher Falls
Road. We collected 270 discarded
cans and bottles and six bags of
other litter. I watched the Disney film
Litterbug in 1961 or ’62 and do not
feel that I have knowingly littered
since. I learned at that time it was
wrong to litter. How are we going
to tackle climate change if we can’t
even stop throwing litter into our
landscapes three generations after we
learned it was WRONG?!
Let us take heart from the last
edition of the Valley Voice – yes,
garbage does beget garbage and
we CAN stop littering. Let us be
“encouraged and inspired to hope,
take action and invite others to do the
same.” Respect does beget respect.
Catherine McCormick
Kaslo

Sheep may
safely ride

A couple of signs intrigued
me as I rode up to the inland ferry
landing. One mentioned ‘Livestock
Priority Boarding’ and the other
‘Motorcyles No Priority Boarding.’
I wondered who or what decided
that sheep are more important than
taxpaying motorcyclists. Some
faceless bureaucrat has pronounced
that livestock have priority boarding
while bikers have none. Trapped
behind a diesel-belching pickup
or logging truck or a Chambers
chip hauler kind of diminishes the
natural environment one experiences
when riding. At one time, logic and
efficient use of space prevailed and
motorcycles were plotted together
along the port or starboard side of the
vessel, allowing more vehicles to be
transported. Those same motorcycles
were allowed to leave first and either
waited until all traffic passed or
managed to get far enough ahead of
the pack to have clear riding. Now,
livestock are free to run willy nilly all
over the inland ferries. The decision
maker or committee that dreamed up
this gem needs to have their priorities
examined. What rationale was used
to allow swine to have first approval
when boarding? And who gets to
clean the deck after the cattle are led
back into their transport truck? The
lowly deck hand, of course, not the
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
fool who thought that livestock is
more important than those who ride.
So, while waiting for the arm to lift
and be directed off or on to the vessel,
I reflect on the past (when riding in
the wind with the perfume of wild
roses wafting over me) that has
been replaced with dubious barnyard
odours and the not-so-sweet stench
of illogical bureaucracy. Perhaps
rather than riding the ferry, from now
on I will look for the Burton Tunnel.
Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

Social venue
vs industrial
facility

The Village of New Denver is
applying to the BC government to
formalize the land tenure for the
current recycling transfer station on
the north side of Carpenter Creek
(referred to as Block 50). Rather
than reassigning this land as an
industrial site, the Village has a real
opportunity to consider this land as
the home of the proposed all wheels
skills park. Currently, the all wheels
park is being proposed for the highly
controversial dike area on the south
side of Carpenter Creek.
Wouldn’t it be great if a trip to
the skills park didn’t require our
local youth to bicycle and skateboard
across the Carpenter Creek highway
bridge alongside logging, transport
trucks and RVs?
Isn’t it wonderful that the Block
50 land already has accessible
parking, existing washroom and
picnicking infrastructure and is
adjacent to the area’s most popular
cycling trail (Galena Trail)?
How perfect is it that this land
is located within two blocks of the
school, the main street and grocery/
convenience shops?
Would you be surprised to know
that the New Denver and Area
Housing Society (affordable housing
project located across the road from
Block 50) has expressed support
for the Block 50 property being an
engaging social activity centre like
the all wheels skills park rather than
the recycling transfer station?
Did you know that local citizens
can have their say about the area
defined as Block 50 by going to
the BC government website and
making your opinions known? Just
go to: https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/
applications#splash, then type in
the crown land reference number:
4406308. You can then leave a
comment supporting the idea that
the New Denver Block 50 parcel
makes more sense as a social venue,
like the all wheels skills park, than
it does as an industrial facility like
the recycling transfer station. There
are areas more appropriate for the
recycling transfer station than this
creekside land.
Keith & Heather Dewey
New Denver

Day of
reckoning

This is in response to the April
21 Valley Voice front page article,
‘Day of reckoning coming for
Kootenay cannabis growers as
pressure mounts.’
The ‘day of reckoning’ for the
once thriving BC cannabis economy
was obvious once Trudeau and
company decided on the moronic
rules for legalization.
The simplest way was to
decriminalize cannabis production
and let the market sort out who could
grow weed the best.
As the rules of engagement were
laid out by Health Canada to obtain
a licence to be a legal cannabis
producer, it became clear that it was
a mind boggling pile of paperwork
to try and squeeze as much profit
from the farmer for the army of
government bean counters, lawyers
and assorted bureaucrats.
Greed and old-school ‘reefer
madness’ fearmongering got the best
of common sense. Alcohol is a much
easier drug to abuse than cannabis.
Ten years ago, a young hardworking family could for next to
nothing sneak a few dozen pot
plants onto the Crown land near
their home and have a small bit of
extra cash to inject into our mutual
economic well-being. No fuss no
muss. West Kootenay sunshine weed
was produced for next to nothing.
Sunshine is still free.
Our outdoor weed is generally
better balanced in CBD and THC.
When organically grown from
good seeds at higher altitudes and
carefully processed (cured), it has
been considered to be some of the
finest weed on the plane(t).
Now, thanks to the big indoor
Frankenstein grow-ops that consume
massive amounts of hydro and use
many pernicious chemicals for
production, the government has
helped to create a market for very
powerful indoor cannabis that is
detrimental to our environment.
Producing cannabis outside with
good old sunlight became a joke as
indoor producers juiced up the THC
levels and lowered CBD levels.
BC interior pot farmers should
focus on producing inexpensive,
outdoor, high-altitude strains with
lots of tasty terbines from natural
mountain soils and forget the
Frankenstein indoor weed.
Tom Prior
Nelson

Open letter to
New Denver
council

I would like to start this letter
by saying thank you! Thank you
for being the first council in years
that sees the big picture. Thank you
for working for us, the people who
voted you into office. Thank you for
being the first mayor and council

that have treated our children in this
community as if they matter to you,
like you care!
My family is a fourth generation
family in New Denver and as a
youth, I was able to enjoy our most
prized possession – a small old
rickety arena. But we were so proud.
We all worked hard to care for it and
upkeep it. We used it for everything.
It wasn’t much to some, but to us
it was everything. Unfortunately,
we lost our rink to fire when my
children were just starting to skate.
Our only form of recreation was
gone. But we always promised our
kids we would build another. We’d
give them something, anything that
so many other communities had.
Time and time again, the children
and all community members were
given false hope to have some sort of
recreation facility. But not one thing
that our kids wanted and deserved
ever materialized. NOT ONE! The
kids of New Denver have been
ripped off, cheated for too many
years and it’s not fair. They see
every other community getting parks
and playgrounds, pump tracks and
skateparks.
We can’t even give our kids a
decent playground. We should be
ashamed. Even our school yard,
which should be a place for kids
to go play, is full of gardens and
greenhouses. We tried to fight for
the kids then too and pleaded for a
playground instead, but the squeaky
wheel got their way and once again
our kids lost out. Now they are
actually forbidden to play in those
areas. I am so sad that my kids grew
up with not one of the things we so
desperately tried to give them and
were never able to do.
But finally we have a council
in office that is taking a stand and
is going to correct this for the next
generation. So thank you for making
the youth of New Denver feel like
they are important for a change.
Thank you for taking a stand, putting
them first and giving them something
that ALL other communities have.
You’re the first council and mayor
that I can actually say I am proud
of. Please keep on making positive
changes for the youth and all
community members. Be strong,
be proud, because you are doing a
wonderful job. We all thank you for
having a backbone to take a stand
on behalf of our kids and grandkids.
June McMillan
New Denver
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defenders were removed by the RCMP
– many militarized – on the ArgentaJohnsons Landing Face in a way that
was heavy-handed, uncalled-for and
illegal. According to people who were
there, RCMP arrested police liaisons,
people who weren’t blocking the
road, and people from the community
who were stopping by to say hello.
The police didn’t read protesters their
rights, destroyed some of their personal
belongings, and denied arrestees access
to food and water.
The NDP is supposed to be the
party that stands up for the interests
of ordinary people. These days, most
of us are terrified about the climate
crisis. Despite this, those defending
the last remaining stands of old growth
in this province are being abused. All
the while, your Party allows logging
of old growth despite promises to the
contrary, and sends whole trees to be
ground up as pellets and sold in the UK
as green fuel.
During the heat dome last summer,
you ignored the ample warnings that
it was coming, and didn’t organize
protection for people. The result was
that about 600 died. Instead of having
all hands on deck, you authorized police
to arrest land defenders at Fairy Creek
when they could have been helping
with this climate emergency.
Humanity is at a critical turning
point. As the International Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) advises, we
must protect our environment and
transition to a greener future. Yet you
continue to allow rapacious logging,
and support and subsidize fracking,
which causes emissions and pollutes
air and water. And please don’t tell me
it’s for the sake of jobs. The jobs go
where the logs go, and most of them are
being exported. Investing in renewables
would create more and better jobs than
clearcutting and fracking, and would
lessen our chances of the crises we
experienced last summer.
In your support of extraction at all
costs, you trample Indigenous rights
even though you claim to be a supporter
of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP).
I cannot bring myself to vote for
your Party in the next election when
you continue this destructive and
irresponsible behaviour.
Isn’t it time you updated your
policies to reflect the climate emergency
and people’s present-day concerns?
Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

3-3-3 by 2030:
Open letter to
A conservative
Premier Horgan climate crisis
re: clearcut
policy
Canadians are energy gluttons. We
logging during
consume more energy per person per
the climate
year than the Americans and almost
twice as much as the British, French,
emergency
Germans, or Japanese without major
As a former BC NDP member, I
don’t get the direction your Party has
been taking.
A couple of days ago, peaceful land

differences in standards of living.
Conserving energy can save us money
and shield us from inflation without

discomfort.
A 2018 World Economic Forum
study reported the levelized cost of
a unit of electricity from nuclear
energy is $148, coal $102, solar $50
and wind $48. But it’s not just about
financial costs. Nuclear power plants
are cleaner than coal without carbon
emissions, soot, and mercury vapours.
Coal is a major cause of air pollution,
disease and death. A 2000 study by the
Toronto Board of Health showed that
1,000 people died annually in Ontario
while another 5,000 were hospitalized
because of air pollution from fossil fuel
combustion. That’s why Ontario closed
its coal-fired power plants in favour of
nuclear and renewable energy. Nuclear
power plants provide cleaner power on
demand when the wind isn’t blowing or
the sun isn’t shining.
One drawback to nuclear energy
is location. Nobody wants to live near
a nuclear power plant so it takes 10-15
years to find a site. By comparison, the
American Ivanpah concentrated solar
thermal power plant took five years
from conception to full operation. A
second drawback is a cost-effective
solution to the long-term storage of
radioactive waste. A third drawback is
high capital cost. For the Darlington,
Ontario nuclear power plant, the site
was excavated to bedrock, an artificial
harbour was built, and the world’s
largest mobile crane was manufactured
for the plant’s construction. The volume
of concrete used in nuclear power plants
is staggering. Concrete manufacturing
carries a high carbon footprint. A fourth
drawback is security. At Darlington, the
facility is surrounded by a giant dyke
within a gnarly fence monitored by
armed security personnel 24/7. Wind
turbines are built in unguarded pastures.
Terrorists don’t target wind turbines
because there is no risk of a nuclear
meltdown.
Drawbacks aside, Canada’s
CANDU nuclear technology has
proven to be reliable. Canada has
abundant uranium and Canada has
decades of experience working safely
with nuclear energy.
The Conservative Party of Canada
is floundering to find a climate crisis
strategy palatable to its base. Why
not an ambitious energy conservation
program to cut per capita energy
consumption by one-third, replace onethird of Canada’s current coal-generated
electricity with nuclear power, and
supply one-third of Canada’s electricity
from wind and solar by 2030? A 3-3-3
by 2030 program would painlessly
reduce carbon emissions, supply secure
Canadian-sourced electricity, create
thousands of good-paying jobs, and
offer a balanced alternative to the
Liberals’ contradictory ‘everything-toeveryone’ energy policy.
3-3-3 by 2030 is practical, fiscally
responsible, conservative policy
that visionary Tories such as Robert
Stanfield, Flora MacDonald, Bill
Davis and Peter Lougheed would have
embraced to balance social stability
with individual freedoms.
Robert M. Macrae
Castlegar
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Delayed snowmelt causes flooding concerns
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The cool spring weather that
continued into May has only increased
concerns about the potential for flooding
in BC watersheds, including the West
Kootenay.
“The colder than normal April and
early May conditions across British
Columbia has increased the risk for
flooding throughout the province by
delaying the melt of snow,” says a May
15 report on the snowpack by the River
Forecast Centre.

Provincial hydrologists say the
delayed snowmelt has kept highelevation snowpack at its highest levels
recorded in a decade.
In an average year, approximately
18% of the annual BC snowpack
has melted by May 15. This year, in
comparison, “it is estimated that only
2.6% of the total snow has melted so
far,” the provincial monitoring agency
says.
“Both the West Kootenay (at 128%)
and East Kootenay (at 124%) are
above normal,” says the May 15 report.
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“Stations in the northern sections of the
Kootenays are well above normal and
may reach record values for June 1.”
Only a handful of automated weather
stations in the West Kootenay reported in
this survey period. At 144%, St. Leon’s
Creek near Nakusp has the second
highest snowpack level in the region (the
record was near the Paulson summit, at
150%). East Creek in the Lardeau Valley
area was at 130%, while Redfish Creek
east of Nelson was recorded at 124%.
Snowpack is only one factor related

to freshet flood risk, and much depends
on shorter-term weather events. As
temperatures rise in June, the magnitude
and rate of snowmelt will increase. That
lends to the danger of flooding as heavy
summer rainstorms can push water
levels higher.
“Weather conditions from May
through July will determine the timing,
magnitude, and rate of snowmelt, where
heavy rainfall events can exacerbate
snowmelt-driven flows,” the report
says. “An extreme heat wave – like the

heat dome in late June 2021 – could
lead to significant provincial flooding
if it occurred between late-May to midJune.”
On the plus side – sort of – longrange weather forecasts say there’s a
good chance the cooler and wetter La
Nina that’s delayed the snowmelt will
continue, perhaps as far as October and
beyond.
The forecast centre is expected to
release an updated freshet report on
June 8.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
With construction of the new
daycare facility in Nakusp almost
complete, Arrow Lakes School District
10 is moving to licencing.
“The building exterior is now
complete, and it is beautiful,” SD 10
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky told
trustees at their meeting May 17. “…
We’re really excited we’re at the final
stage of construction and finishing.”
The process of getting the $3
million building complete ran into a
few delays, mostly due to COVID and

weather. Dubinsky said the parking
lots are now accessible, and the interior
furnishings are almost finished. The
grounds surrounding the centre are
being attended to and playgrounds for
the child care programs are on order.
Now the district has hired a
consultant to help secure the licence
to operate the facility, which will
provide before- and after-school care
for students at Nakusp Elementary, as
well as daycare for preschoolers.
“As licencing is a process we
have to navigate before becoming
operational, there is some parallel
work alongside of that – building
up a business plan, studying staffing
requirements, and navigating the need
for before- and after-school care,”
he said. “We also have to engage the
community about need for infanttoddler daycare. And match that need
with staffing.”

He said finding qualified early
childhood educators is a bit difficult,
as it is across the province. So they
want to ensure they match staffing with
the demand they actually have for the
service.
“We want to make sure as we go
through this process to consult with
our community about their needs, that
we actually have the staff to open the
number of spaces based on need – we
don’t want to get ahead of ourselves and
we don’t want to commit to something
we can’t provide.”
The superintendent noted
the Ministry of Education will be
announcing new supports for school
districts to expand into their new role
as daycare providers this fall.
He said the needs consultation will
continue for the next few months, and
he’s “optimistic” the daycare facility
will be opening its doors in September.

submitted
Construction crews have wrapped
up a nearly year-long project to replace
the aging bridge over the Kaslo River.
Officials cut the ribbon last month
on the new two-lane steel and concrete
bridge, providing a safer route with
active transportation options for people
crossing the Kaslo River, a provincial
news release says. The $6.2 million
project was completed by BD Hall
Constructors Corp.
“Ensuring the province’s highways,

roads and bridges meet modern
standards of safety and accessibility
is a priority for this government,”
said Brittny Anderson, MLA for
Nelson-Creston, on behalf of Rob
Fleming, Minister of Transportation
and Infrastructure. “I am pleased that
our government is making significant
investments in rural transportation
infrastructure across the province, like
this new bridge in Kaslo.”
Located at the south entrance to
the village, the new bridge replaces
the former two-lane timber bridge that
was built in 1966 and was nearing the
end of its lifespan. The replacement
bridge has two-metre shoulders and a
barrier-separated sidewalk, making the
route safe for cyclists and pedestrians.
“The Kaslo River Bridge
replacement is a wonderful project for
our village, providing a safe crossing
that pedestrians, cyclists and motorists
can rely on for years to come,” said
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat. “We
were pleased with the community
engagement in the design process,
and I thank the ministry staff and the
contractors for keeping council updated
throughout the build. It was great to
see some local people involved in the
project, too.”
The new bridge provides greater
access and connectivity to the local
road and trail network for cyclists and
pedestrians, and improves safety for
drivers by aligning the intersection of
Spruce and F Avenues.
Removing the old bridge’s pier
also makes the river easier for fish to
navigate, the ministry said.

Nakusp child care centre in final construction stage

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Kaslo bridge replacement
enhances safety, accessibility
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Wildfire risk reduction discussed in Hills
by Jan McMurray
Wildfire risk reduction was the topic
of a public meeting in Hills on May
17 with presenters Stephan Martineau
and Tom Bradley of the Slocan Valley
community forest co-op (SIFCo).
The meeting was hosted by the Hills
Emergency Services Society (HESS).
Residents were informed about a
demonstration fuel treatment project,
scheduled to be carried out by SIFCo on
3.5 hectares of Hills Community Park
land in June. They also heard about the
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP) for the North Slocan Valley,
completed by SIFCo in partnership
with the Regional District of Central
Kootenay. The CWPP has an appendix
with maps showing proposed fuel
treatment units for Hills and all other
communities in the north valley.
SIFCo, the Slocan Valley’s
community forest since 2007, has been
managing its 35,000-acre tenure through
the lenses of wildfire mitigation, climate

change mitigation and ecosystembased management for 15 years. The
organization has raised $5 million to
treat more than 900 hectares in the
Slocan Valley, and plans to treat another
400 hectares over the next three years.
“We’ve become leaders in the
province for managing for fire and
climate change,” Martineau said.
Bradley spoke about the CWPP,
describing it as a formal, “10,000-foot
view” document. “You look at the
valley and ask yourself: If there were
a fire here, where would it come from
and how would it burn? How would it
travel? How can we intercept that fire?”
he said. “At this stage, you haven’t done
work on the ground. If you are going
to do something on the ground, it has
to be in the CWPP – it’s a provincial
requirement.”
Once the demo treatment project
on park land is done, Hills residents
may decide to move forward with fuel
treatment in and around the community.

If so, there are two stages to all fuel
treatment projects: the prescription or
plan, and the actual brushing and/or
harvesting work.
Bradley made it clear that a decision
to move forward with fuel treatment
would come from the community,
not SIFCo. “We are not pushing or
facilitating treatment. We’re just
opening a gate,” he said. However, he
noted that fuel treatment is “really the
only tool we have” to reduce the threat
of wildfire, so getting the community
onside is very important.
FireSmarting your own property is
also an effective way to reduce wildfire
risk. HESS has received funding to
train a FireSmart community rep, who
will be available to do free assessments
on private properties in Hills. Property
owners can also contact the RDCK to
get a free wildfire risk assessment of
their properties, and there is a $500 grant
to do some of the work recommended
in the assessment.

submitted
As pandemic restrictions ease, the
New Denver Hospice Society says
it’s prepared to take a greater role in
providing free care to local residents
facing end of life.
In April, seven new volunteers
completed a four-day in-person hospice
training led by long-time hospice nurse
Leslie Beare. The training focused on
the mission of the Hospice Society
to provide compassionate support for
patients and their families during end
of life and continuing bereavement
support for family and friends after the
death of their loved one.
The April event was one of many
training sessions that hospice volunteers
have engaged in during the pandemic
to prepare for the increasing need for
palliative and bereavement care as the
local population ages. New Denver is
an underserved community as regards
health care and social services, and
hospice helps through volunteerism
to provide both support and advocacy
for patients.
During May, the hospice board
completed a four-day Columbia Basin
Trust workshop to create a threeyear strategic plan for the society.
The goals identified in the plan are

to have a more effective board, to
streamline the society’s operations,
and to establish better communications
with the community and with other
health advocacy organizations such
as the Rural Health Network and
the BC Hospice and Palliative Care
Association.
In the past, the society has had
an IH employee on the board, and the
board sees this as desirable to do again
in the future.
To s t r e a m l i n e o p e r a t i o n s ,
the society has begun using a
computerized management program
called InfoAnywhere. This system
was designed in BC and is used by
most hospices in the province to
track volunteer hours and manage
confidential information about clients.
Society members have started
attending monthly Family Council
meetings at the Pavilion in New
Denver. The meetings bring together
hospice volunteers, Pavilion staff,
residents, and their families to discuss
how to improve the quality of life for
residents. Two projects from these
meetings that hospice is considering
funding are a new fish tank for the
common room and a dedicated music
room. Last year hospice remodelled and

furnished a new palliative care room in
the Pavilion.
Community education about end
of life is part of hospice’s mandate.
The hospice office has available
an extensive library of books and
recordings on palliative care and
bereavement. Application has been
made to the New Denver Friday
Market to have a hospice table this
season, and this can be a contact point
for information about hospice services.
Hospice will soon be posting for
the job of administrator, which has
been held for the last two plus years by
Ana Bokstrom. Ana is going to focus
on her new job as the administrator
of NavCARE in the Slocan Valley.
NavCARE is a free program that
provides companionship for adults with
declining health. Ana did a tremendous
job for hospice and her dedication and
compassionate care for her hospice
clients will be hard to replace.
For more information about hospice,
email admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
call board member Cathy Bazay at 403923-9285, cbazay1@gmail.com

New Denver Hospice Society update

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

2022 PROPERTY TAX HOME
OWNER GRANT INFO
Home owner grants are to be claimed directly with the province.
You may reach the province by Phone at 1-888-355-2700 or
Online at Gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant.
•

Home owner grants must be claimed every year.

Further information about the provincial Home Owner Grant program, and the general property taxation process are available
from the Village Office or on our website at www.newdenver.ca.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Bradley and Martineau also stressed
the importance of communication
during a wildfire event, and noted
that a community phone tree is very
helpful. During an evacuation of
Hills, for example, people could learn
through the phone tree whether to head
north or south on Hwy 6. The CWPP
recommends satellite radios in local
fire halls.
HESS hosted training for local first
responders and people seeking work
as wildfire fighters on May 14 and 15.
Richard Allin of HESS reports that eight

7
people from Hills plus six others from
the area attended. “It’s great that we did
the course, but we’d rather not have to
put it to practice,” Allin said. “We can
fight a fire when it’s on the ground,
but once it’s in the canopy, we’re in
trouble.”

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Canadian Columbia River Treaty negotiators provide update
by Kathy Hartman
The mood was optimistic
at a virtual information session
held May 16 on the Columbia
River Treaty negotiations
between Canada and the US.
“There is tremendous good
will on both sides,” said Kathy

Eichenberger, the BC lead
on the Canadian negotiation
delegation.
The Canadian team has
representatives from the
governments of BC, Canada,
Ktunaxa, Secwepemc, and
Syilx Okanagan nations.
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colours to choose from.

Seed potatoes & onion sets
Pet Food and Farm
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Straw Bales
$13.00

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, garden wagons, cement
& paving stones now in stock

Sand bags now
in! Be flood
prepared, sump
pumps, hoses
Manures, inserts,
soils, seeds

Manures, buy 10 and save $0.20/bag

Drywall in
stock

Electrical Supplies!!!

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing,
posts, gates, corral panels. Bundle
pricing on posts available.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

“All five governments are
collaborating well,” said Bill
Green, the Ktunaxa Nation
representative.
When Canada signed on to
the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2016,
it committed to “free, prior,
and informed consent” and
“rights to lands, territory
and resources” for affected
Indigenous nations.
“The treaty and the
construction of the dams
have been the biggest
infringement on the lives of
the Indigenous nations ever
in our history,” explained
Nathan Matthew, Secwepemc
nation representative on
the negotiation delegation.
“Indigenous nations went from
non-existent rights to being
included in all negotiations. We
can speak when we want… and
share Indigenous perspectives
on the negotiations of the CRT.”
The current treaty has
benefited the basin by reducing
flood risk and increasing the
generation of electricity. The
modernized treaty is moving
to include Indigenous values,
ecosystem enhancement and
regional economic development.
Minister of Forests and Minister
Responsible for the CRT

Katrine Conroy, speaking by
pre-recorded video message,
stressed that the purpose of
the treaty negotiations is to
“improve and modernize the
treaty” so that it “meets the
needs of the people of the basin
and respects Indigenous rights.”
The representatives of all
three Indigenous nations spoke
about the return of the salmon
as one of their highest priorities.
“Salmon are crucial, not just as
sustenance and nutrition, but for
our culture and ceremonies,”
explained Jay Johnson the Syilx
Okanagan representative. “It’s
part of what creates stronger
and healthier communities.”
All five governments have
signed on to the Columbia
River Salmon Reintroduction
Initiative. This three-year
renewable commitment looks
at the feasibility and options
for reintroducing salmon
into the Canadian side of the
Columbia River. The long-term
vision is to return fish stocks
for Indigenous food, social
and ceremonial needs, and to
benefit the region’s residents
and ecosystems as a whole.
During question period,
a resident asked what would
happen when the treaty expires
in 2024. Eichenberger explained
the treaty does not expire on
September 16, 2024, but the

sale of primary flood control
expires. After 2024, Canadian
flood control commitments to
the US are limited to an ad hoc
‘called upon’ approach. Treaty
and protocol, however, only
provide general principles for
this ad hoc ‘called upon’ flood
control and do not provide
details. “We would be ‘called
upon’ – the Americans would
only ask when they need it – to
provide more storage,” explains
Eichenberger. “Which is not
great for Canada. It provides
uncertainty. We are seeking a
more predictable flood control
policy.”
Another question was: “Will
you demand the Americans pay
a fair share for their power?”
Sylvain Fabi, Canada’s chief
negotiator was emphatic. “Yes,
we are not caving in. We are
there to make sure it is equitable
for all.”
A May 26 government
press release says Canada and
the US met informally four
times this year – on March 30,
April 17, May 17 and May 24
– to discuss ways of advancing
negotiations. These meetings
were arranged to ask questions
and seek clarification about
issues related to each country’s
initial proposals, which were
tabled in 2020.
“During the meeting on
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Information

May 17, the US presented a
new proposal, which included
a framework for operations
and addresses flood risk
management, hydropower
coordination, ecosystem
cooperation and Canadian
operational flexibility,” the
government press release says.
“The Canadian negotiating
team… continues collaborating
on developing and refining
negotiating positions that will
benefit the BC portion of the
Columbia Basin.”
In 1964, Canada and
the United States ratified the
Columbia River Treaty. The US
prepaid Canada $64 million for
60 years (expires in September
2024) to provide assured flood
control operations, which
resulted in reduced flood
damage and increased safety
for US residents. The treaty has
no end date but either country
can unilaterally terminate the
treaty from September 2024
onwards provided that at least
10 years notice is given. More
information can be found
at https://engage.gov.bc.ca/
columbiarivertreaty/.

CBT CIP/AAP
grants approved

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
More than 260 community
groups and non-profits will
receive over $1.45 million
in Columbia Basin Trust
Community Initiatives and
Affected Areas Program grants.
The RDCK board approved
the grants at its May 19 meeting.
Public input on project
applications was received
through a series of online or
live community forums, held
in March and April.
The demand for support far
outstripped the available funds
in most areas of the regional
district – with $1.45 million
available and $2.75 million
requested.
Groups in Area D (North
Kootenay Lake) asked for
$150,000 – and received
$86,790. Area H (Slocan
Valley) requests totalled just
under $165,000 – and $68,100
was granted. Area K (Arrow
Lakes) groups asked for over
$107,000, while receiving about
$70,000.
Grant funding allocated
to municipalities was also
oversubscribed. Nakusp groups
asked for $371,000 and received
$192,000. New Denver groups
asked for $64,800 and receied
$34,300. Silverton groups
requested $55,000 and received
$37,100. Slocan was able to
provide $47,600 of the $77,200
requested. Kaslo and Area D
requests totalled $131,000 and
$60,750 was granted.
More information can be
found in the agenda package for
the May RDCK board meeting,
posted on the RDCK website.
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Visitor Information

A Wanderer’s Paradise.

Where the journey is the destination.

CAMPGROUNDS
Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

(250) 265-1061 nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com Conveniently located

downtown, 3 blocks from public beach and adjacent to the
Community Park, which includes a tennis court, squash court, ball parks
& soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during July & Aug. 41
treed sites, 10 with power service & 28 overflow campsites. Hot showers and
sani-station. Open May to Oct. Reservations accepted.

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp

Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort
(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca

1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it! 40-acre Beautiful Creekside
& Lakefront Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails, walking
distance to downtown. Spacious, treed 30-50 amp Full Service RV Sites; Fully
Contained Units ONLY, No tenting. Free Wifi. Reservations recommended.

Centennial Campground - New Denver
(250) 358-2361

NewDenver.ca

campground@newdenver.ca

On the lake in New Denver, 49 sites (7 with power & water hook-ups), group site,
sani dump, showers & toilets, boat launch, firewood, pets must be leashed. Online
reservations. Check website for updates and service changes due to COVID-19.

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
(250) 358-2472

silverton.ca NEW: reserve your site online https://

reserve.campgroundbooking.com/village-of-silverton. Our site rates range
from $25-50/night. Open until September 13, 2021. Tent and trailer sites,
fire pits, firewood, picnic tables, boat launch, beach. Close to amenities. Fully
accessible washroom and shower facility. Pets MUST be on a leash.

Valhalla Pines Campground and Guesthouse - Vallican
					(250) 226-7796 ValhallaPines.com
					info@valhallapines.com
					4011 Barbados Road, Vallican

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort - Ainsworth

(250) 265-3255 The Paddy Shack, located on Highway

6, Nakusp is open 6 days a week 11 am-8 pm. Closed Mondays.
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or
something equally delicious from our varied menu! Top off
the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

Murphy’s Landing - Nakusp
Creekside & Lakefront Cabin & RV Resort

(250) 265-0020 murphyslanding.ca 1200 Hwy 23N. You’ll love it!
40-acre Beautiful Private Resort. Sandy beach, natural pool, walking trails,
walking distance to downtown. Fully equipped, very clean 1 bedroom Cabins
& Chalet with loft. Full Kitchens, satellite TV, phone, air conditioning, private
decks, patio furniture, BBQs. Spacious, treed 30-50 amp full service RV Sites;
fully contained units, no tenting. Free Wifi. Reservations recommended.

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes - Nakusp

(250) 265-3618 1-800-663-0100
arrowlakeslodge.com Box 717, Nakusp, V0G 1R0

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes is the only full service hotel in
downtown Nakusp, 2 minutes from our public beach. We
have 48 rooms; all are air conditioned. On site liquor, wine and cold beer store
7 days a week. Restaurant, outdoor patio and Arrow Lake Tavern and sports bar.

BACK - ALL

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

www.valhallainn.biz info@valhallainn.biz		
(250) 358-2228 Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character

inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast,
Lunch, Entree Specials and our in-house Chinese Food! Located on Hwy 6 @
Slocan Avenue. Free Wifi.

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

(250) 358-2647 williamhuntercabins.ca 303 Lake Ave,

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw

Open May 1 to October 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd.,
Slocan. Turn right immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to
Village of Slocan. Full & partial hook-ups, tenting sites,
sani-dump, wheelchair accessible washroom and showers,
wifi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/Information Booth. For
reservations please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Our picturesque property is located just off Highway 6 in
Winlaw, next to the Rail Trail and Slocan River. We have
8 fully equipped, comfortable cottages and 33 campsites
in a forest setting, 12 with power and water hookups, the rest are basic.
Recreation area, gardens, gazebo, spa, and wifi.

kaslo.ca

kaslocampground@yahoo.ca

April 15-Oct 15. Fully serviced sites $45/night (water, power, sewer hook-ups).
Unserviced sites $30/night. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible
washroom and shower. Great downtown location close to park, beach,
playground, tourist info-centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on
leash welcome. Free wi-fi.

West Kootenay Park Management Inc.

westkootenayparks.com

Reservations: 1-800-689-9025 or Camping.bcparks.ca

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Commanding views on Upper Arrow Lake. 72 campsites including 18 electrified.
10 FCFS sites all season. Reservable sites available all season. Unoccupied
reservable sites are available FCFS for stays of 1-2 nights. Lots of FCFS sites during
shoulder season. 250-265-3592. Boat launch, sani station, playground, flush
washroom/shower facilities. $30/night, $7 electrified. Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

A restful escape well away from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. 33
private campsites in a beautiful forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close
to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic Galena Trail. New, 9 reservable
campsites. Plenty of FCFS sites in peak season. 3 km north of New Denver
Hwy#6. $20/night, Extra Vehicle $10/night.

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in this clean cool
mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first come, first served. $26/night, Extra Vehicle $12/night.

Woodbury Resort & JB’s Restaurant/Pub - Kaslo

(250) 353-7717 1-877-353-7717 woodburyresort.com
woodburyresort@netidea.com On the shores of Kootenay Lake with

beautiful lake and mountain views! Motel, cabins, RV, tenting. Great food at
JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full service marina. Boat rentals, boat moorage. Heated
pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, fishing, quading just outside your
door. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

www.nakusphotsprings.com
(250) 265-4528 1-866-999-4528
info@nakusphotsprings.com info@nakusp.com

The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp

Relax, Refresh, Return. Enjoy our pristine natural soaking mineral pools, nestled in a
beautiful mountain setting. Recreate in our rejuvenating waters and fresh mountain
air. Stay in our comfortable Chalets or Camp at the serene riverside. Short drive from
shops, restaurants, and amenities and the beautiful Arrow Lake. Open year round.

Silverton - We have two lovely log cabins divided into a total of
three suites. All suites feature: a queen sized bed, spacious living
room with comfortable sofa, bathroom including shower/bath
and a kitchenette complete with a 2 burner cook top, mini fridge, sink,
microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

(250) 355-2266 campground@villageofslocan.ca

HOT SPRINGS

RESTAUR ANTS &
ACCOMMODATIONS

This six-acre campground is in a quiet, forested rural residential area surrounded
by beautiful mountains and rivers. There are huts, tent sites, RV sites (no septic
hookups), fire pits and picnic tables. The community building has WIFI, a fridge,
stove, sink, basic kitchen amenities, showers and toilets.

(250) 353-2662
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1-888-452-7428 karibupark.com 		

Paradise Valley Lodge - Winlaw

(250) 226-7647 paradisevalleylodge.com

Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw
Relax 5971
A big bright, spacious 2 story home, on 3 forested acres. Clean
and very comfortable. 3 bedrooms, 2 large bathrooms, veranda, private patio & BBQ. Excellent kitchen & laundry setup.
Sleeps 8. Enjoy peace, quiet & beautiful views. Great for Groups! Free, fast
Wifi. Close to Winlaw store, Cafés & Rail-Trail.

Alcédo & Halcyon Hot Springs Resort
				www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
				250-265-3554

Fine-Dining with the best view of Arrow Lake and the Monashee mountains.
On-site private cabins and chalets for your exclusive adventure. Let our hot
springs resort breathe wellness and relaxation into you. Visit our year-round
spa with massage services, fine-dining options and ancient healing waters.
Treat yourself to escape.

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
250-353-7716

					www.ainsworthhotsprings.com
					1-800-668-1171 (250) 229-4212

Visit First Nations owned Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort. The Hot Springs are open
daily for public entry from 10am to 5:30pm Wednesday - Sunday. Visit our website
for on-line pool reservations. Experience our unique Hot Springs cave and pools.
Savour indigenous inspired meals at the Ktunaxa Grill and enjoy the comfort of one
of our 52 contemporary guest rooms. Complimentary access to the hot springs is
included with your stay in the resort. Wireless internet available.

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort

					www.halcyon-hotsprings.com
					250-265-3554

Take a relaxing soak in the ancient mineral waters of Halcyon. Open year-round with
4 different temp. pools to help you rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Pamper yourself in
our spa, relax in our comfortable cabins or luxurious chalets. Enjoy gourmet food
and amazing views from our fine dining restaurant.

GOLF COUR SES
Kaslo Golf Course - Kaslo

kaslogolf.org
(250) 353-2262
kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

Enjoy spectacular views on our well-groomed 9-hole course offering
challenging track for golfers of every skill level. Warm up for your round
on our putting practice green and driving nets located close to the clubhouse. No Tee
times necessary, however, please note: Ladies night Tuesdays, 4 pm, Sr. Men Wednesday
mornings 10 am; Men’s night Thursdays, 4 pm. We have new electric power carts available
to rent. GREEN FEES: 9 holes $28;18 holes/ $40. Call 250-353-2262 for further information.

Slocan Lake Golf Course - New Denver
(250) 358-2408

Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club! Open 7 days a week, no tee times
required. 2km north of New Denver. Monday Morning Senior Men’s Golf, Tuesday
Ladies Night, Wednesday Men’s Night. Call the Pro Shop at 250-358-2408 or visit slgc.
ca. 9 holes $30 +tax.

Valley View Golf Course - Winlaw

www.golfvalleyview.ca (250) 226-7421
info@golfvalleyview.ca

6937 Highway 6, Winlaw. A picturesque 9-hole par 70 course with spectacular views
and well manicured greens and fairways. Our clubhouse serves delicious food on a
licensed patio with valley views. No tee times required. 9 - $18.00 18 - $28.00 Power
cart 18- $38.00

GALLERIES
The Langham Cultural Centre - Kaslo

(250) 353-2661 thelangham.ca

447 A Avenue, Kaslo. Named as one of the 12 best
buildings in BC, the Langham is a Provincial Heritage Site
and the centre for arts and culture in Kaslo. Art exhibitions in our two galleries;
live performances in our theatre. During WWII, Japanese Canadians were interned
here – visit the interpretive exhibits at our Japanese Canadian Museum. Musem
open Tues to Sun 1-4 pm (or when door is unlocked - unguided). Galleries open
Thurs to Sun 1-4 pm. Office open Tues-Thurs 10-5 pm (Closed 1-2 pm for lunch).

Studio Connexion Gallery - Fine Art - Nakusp

(250) 265-3586 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp.
2022 Summer Exhibitions Series from May 13 to October
1 with: Lorna Guild, Louise Ducharme, Brian Buckrell, Lori
Korkola, Delreé Dumont, Ann Eynon, Chantal Julien. Plus
other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Full service family restaurant. Take-out and off-sales
available. Great food! Famous Fish & Chips. Wed-Sun 3 pm-8 pm.

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver

Burton City Cider - Nakusp

112 Slocan Ave. The Hidden Garden Gallery showcases
a different regional artist every week, from June 25 to
September 8, and is open 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday through Sunday. Visit
hiddengardengallery.ca for a complete list of artists and check the Valley Voice
for dates of the weekly artists’ receptions.

(250) 265-7044 BurtonCityCider.ca

Crafting small batch dry ciders since 2016. Open Wednesday
–
Monday, 11 am - 4 pm. Wednesday Happy Hour Specials 4 - 6
pm. Thursday Pizza nights 4 – 8 pm. Check the website for special events.
Picnics to Remember and Tours available with Reservations

Visit WestKootRoute.ca

VISITOR INFORMATION

CONTINUED ON FACING PAGE

hiddengardengallery.ca

Mirage Studio – Fine Art – Portraits – Passmore

				 (250) 226-0018
				 frantisekstrouhal.com
				Are you looking for an incredible gift of beauty?

Mirage Studio, situated along the Slocan River, is offering you exquisite works
of Art, museum quality prints, engaging Art and prose books, and an exclusive
line of clothing. Internationally renowned for his compelling expressions about
the human body and spirit, West Kootenay artist, Frantisek Strouhal is also
offering timeless dreamlike portraits on commission. Located on Slocan River
Road, north of Slocan Park. Open by appointment.

COMMUNITY
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Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department receives $10,000 grant

LOWERING BIRD
MORTALITY

Since 1970, NA bird populations have
plummeted 30%: a loss of 3 billion birds.
How to help? Habitat loss is the main culprit, so grow native plants and stop using
pesticides. Use bird-friendly products (e.g.
shade-grown coffee). Cats kill billions
of birds annually, so keep cats indoors
or build them a fenced-in outdoor patio.

said Floyd Webber, president of the
Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department
Society. “We realized the need to upgrade
when we were placed on evacuation alert
last year and needed to communicate
with multiple agencies. We will certainly
put the new KENWOOD radios to good
use.”
EVFD was selected as the winner
after the JVCKENWOOD team
thoroughly reviewed a diverse and
inspiring set of applications from across
Canada. This is the ninth KENWOOD
Cares grant awarded since the program
began in 2015.
“EVFD volunteers clearly outlined
their community need for improved
radio communication equipment to
aid in fire suppression efforts. Modern
radio technology plays a pivotal role
in supporting viable and efficient fire
department operations,” stated Wilf
Mulder of JVCKENWOOD Canada.
“Volunteers are core to the well-being
of many small communities in Canada,
and the Edgewood Fire Department is a

Proud to bring you the 14th season!
MAY 31 - JUNE 18:
JUNE 21 - JULY 9:
JULY 12 - JULY 30:
AUGUST 3 - 20:
AUG. 24 - SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 13 - OCT. 1:

Louise DUCHARME
Brian BUCKRELL
Lori KORKOLA
Delreé DUMONT
Ann EYNON
Chantal JULIEN

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm • More Info: 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

shining example.”
The KENWOOD radio equipment
will be configured by Vernon
Communications, an authorized
KENWOOD dealer serving the twoway radio needs of the North Okanagan
region.
“We are happy to see Edgewood
Volunteer Fire Department selected as

the most recent KENWOOD Cares grant
recipient,” said Matt Schafer of Vernon
Communications. “After working
with EVFD and seeing their ongoing
challenges in person, we are honoured to
support this deserving organization and
know the communications equipment
upgrade will have a significant impact
on their response efforts.”

Applications are now open for the
KENWOOD Cares grant program.
JVCKENWOOD Canada will again
be awarding a Canadian volunteer
emergency organization with a
communication system support grant
valued at $10,000 in equipment. The
submission deadline is June 30, 2022. For
full details, visit www.kenwoodcares.ca.

The Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department, in service since 2004, has been awarded with $10,000 of communications equipment.

Artist’s ‘Potpourri’ on show at Nakusp’s Studio Connexion
submitted
Studio Connexion in Nakusp is
pleased to host a second exhibition with
New Denver artist Louise Ducharme.
Her new series <<Potpourri>> is
running from May 31 to June 18 at
the Nakusp gallery, with an opening
reception Friday, June 3 from 5 to 7 pm.
Ducharme paints with oil and cold
wax, encaustics – and at times with both
– which creates very textured artworks.
<<Potpourri>> is largely comprised
of mixed media abstracts based on

botanical eco-prints. It also includes
a few interpretations of the Slovakian
Cave she captured in photos from a
2013 trip.
Ducharme was born in Bonnyville,
Alberta. After high school she left for
Québec to explore her French heritage.
She completed her B.A. in English
Literature at Université Laval. She
travelled extensively in Europe and Asia,
and even learn to tango in Argentina.
She left a 22-year teaching career to
pursue her artistic goals. She completed

a Virtual Arts program at Emily Carr
Institute of Arts & Design.
She and her husband Kamil have
lived in New Denver since 2011.
Studio Connexion Gallery hours are
11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Other
times can be arranged by contacting the
gallerist, Anne Béliveau, call or text:
250-265-8888. Studio Connexion is
located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in
Nakusp and is on Facebook. Make sure
to check the newly updated website:
www.studioconnexiongallery.com

submitted
The Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society (CKISS) is seeking
waterfront property owners with docks
to join the fight against aquatic invasive
species in the region. A new community
science monitoring initiative has been
launched by CKISS to prevent the
introduction and spread of invasive
mussels, clams and plants into Kootenay
Lake and beyond.
The organization is currently
seeking community members who own
private docks in RDCK Areas A, D and
E on Kootenay Lake to help monitor
for invasive zebra and quagga mussels.
Volunteers will receive two
assembled mussel monitors to attach
to their docks and be required to check
them throughout the summer and fall
of 2022.
Early detection of invasive mussels
is critical because they have negative
impacts on biodiversity, water quality,
recreation, fisheries, and species at risk.
The mussels can damage infrastructure
such as lakefront property, hydropower
facilities and municipal water supply
facilities.
Visit the CKISS website for a map of
eligible areas to see if your private dock
is eligible for mussel monitoring.
In addition, the CKISS is seeking
volunteers who are interested in learning
to identify and prevent aquatic invasive
species, such as Asian clams (Corbicula
fluminea) and invasive plants, like yellow

flag iris (Iris pseudacorus). and purple
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) through
shoreline surveys on Kootenay Lake.
Positions will run during the fall of 2022.
Asian clams are a concern because
they can clog water treatment systems,
contaminate drinking water, and
negatively alter aquatic ecosystems by
competing with native species for food
and habitat. Invasive plants like yellow
flag iris and purple loosestrife can reduce

biodiversity. They lack natural predators
and can out compete native species for
space and resources.
CKISS will offer training, resources
and equipment for all the volunteers, all
they ask is that you sign up by visiting
the ‘Volunteer’ page on their website.
For more information on CKISS,
contact Laurie Carr, Central Kootenay
Invasive Species Society, at 844-3521160 ext. 210 or email lcarr@ckiss.ca.

Dock owners needed to help fight against invasive species

PHOTO CREDIT: CKISS

submitted
The Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Department is the 2022 recipient of the
KENWOOD Cares grant, which will
provide the department with $10,000
in KENWOOD communications
equipment. The grant was awarded by
JVCKENWOOD Canada Inc.
“Our present radio system is quite
antiquated, being purchased second-hand
from another fire hall six years ago,”

CKISS staff conducting a shoreline survey looking for Asian clams.
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Kids’ horse camp brings life to Edgewood riding arena
by Jan McMurray
Three Edgewood kids participated
in a horse camp at the local riding arena
on the May long weekend.
“The kids loved it!” said instructor
Claudia Harper, from Nakusp. “Their
parents had to drag them away at the end
of each day, while they were still asking
me questions. They get on those horses,
and I just love seeing those smiles on

their faces.”
Claudia says the idea for the camp
was primarily Ray Eaton’s. Ray is a
horse enthusiast from Edgewood, who
wants to see more action at the horse
arena on Whatshan Settlement Road. He
approached the Innonoaklin Recreation
Commission, and they successfully
applied for a Columbia Basin Trust grant
to cover the cost of the event.

Claudia was very impressed with
the Edgewood facility. “Edgewood has
an incredible arena! It’s all set up with
camping, a picnic area, and a covered
area for barbecues. It’s just amazing
what’s there!”
Ray also approached Claudia to
ask her to be the instructor. Claudia
has a wealth of equestrian experience
and taught horse camps for 15 years in

Courtenay, on Vancouver Island, before
moving to Nakusp two years ago.
“Of course I said yes right away,”
Claudia said. “I just love teaching the
kids. They learn what they need to know
to get their own horse – how to lead, tie
up, brush and groom, tack up – so it’s not
just about getting on a horse and going
for a pony ride.”
The program is for kids who don’t
have their own horses. “That’s the idea
behind the program – to allow kids
who don’t have horses to have the

experience,” Claudia explained.
Claudia is an international
endurance horse racing competitor,
and has represented Canada in the
Federal Equestrian International North
American and Pan American endurance
championships. She has also been a
groom for riders at the World Equestrian
Games.
“This is my lifelong passion, and I
love to give back by sharing it with the
kids,” she says. Contact Claudia for more
information: 250 334 7504.

Three Edgewood kids participated in a horse camp at the local riding arena on the May long weekend.

Improvements for local libraries thanks to provincial support
submitted
West Kootenay readers will see
improvements to their local public
libraries thanks to an $8 million boost
in funding to address COVID-19 relief
and recovery.
The provincial program will
help eight libraries in the region. The
money will be used to allow expanded
digital collections, upgraded, barrierfree spaces, enhanced programming,
improved air circulation and 24-hour
access to the internet.
“Libraries are foundational
community institutions that keep
everyone from seniors to children
connected with each other,” said Katrine
Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West. “This
funding will ensure that libraries will
remain at the centre of our communities
and continue providing access to learning

and resources for the modern reader.”
Public libraries in West Kootenays
are receiving funding as follows: Nakusp
Public Library ($29,000), Kaslo &
District Public Library ($28,690),
Nelson Municipal Library ($42,038),
Castlegar and District Public Library
(over $39,000), Salmo Public Library
($29,637), Rossland Public Library
(over $32,000), Trail and District Public
Library ($36,000), Creston Public
Library ($39,000).
More than 71 libraries and
associated organizations are receiving
support. Libraries can use this new
funding to enhance services and fill
gaps created by the pandemic. This
may include adapting their physical
spaces, delivering computer and virtual
technology training, and developing
programs that help people build deeper

social and community connections.
“As we move into the next stages
of pandemic recovery, this provincial
investment will go a long way to
enhancing inclusion, accessibility and
will help to tackle the digital divide
in BC,” said Kevin Millsip, executive
director, BC Libraries Cooperative.
“We’re excited to work with the Province
to help libraries help people.”
Libraries support local and
provincewide initiatives, working
together to increase the provincewide
collection of ebooks, magazines and
other online services that people can
access using their library cards.

Celebrating Sally Lamare...
at long last!
Saturday, June 18th
at 2:00 pm
Bosun Hall, New Denver
Everyone welcome!
Don your favourite colourful
Sally gear and join us as we
share Sally stories and
remember our lovely mom,
sister, neighbour and friend.
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Kaslo May Days continues to be a celebration of intergenerational friendships.

PHOTO CREDIT: LOUIS BOCKNER

Music is always an important part of Kaslo’s May Days celebrations.

PHOTO CREDIT: LOUIS BOCKNER

The JVH Grad class gets into the May Days spirit at Kaslo’s annual parade.

The Kootenay Kiltie Pipe Band always plays a big role in Kaslo’s May Days celebrations.

NEW DENVER MAY DAYS
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New Denver’s Annual Soapbox derby continues to attract young racers.

New Denver’s Citizen of the Year, Ellen Kinsel, is flanked by 2019 Princess Stephanie Smith
and Miss New Denver Kira Popil Johnson at May Days celebrations.

Eldorado Hoedown offered a Square Dance lesson at this year’s May Days celebrations.

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery
The sack race is a popular event at New Denver May Days.

Open 9-5 daily
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw
250 226 7254

Bedding plants, vegetable & flowering
4” pot $3.59
3 1/2” single veg $2.19
4 pac flower & vegetable plants $2.99
606 pac $5.99
Assorted ceramic pots & bird baths. 3 piece set $72.99
Plastic pots with many shapes & sizes.
Trees, shrubs, roses, perennials
(over 300 varieties in stock)
Manures, soil, landscape fabric, fertilizers
We accept Visa, Mastercard, Debit
Fruit trees & small fruit, strawberries, raspberries & more
Still a great selection of quality plants available!!!

The kids races at May Days are incredibly cute.

Hanging
baskets
& planters

COMMUNITY
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OCP tries to strike balance in long-term development of Slocan
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Slocan village residents
got their first look at the
document that sets out how
the community’s growth
should be shaped for the
coming decades.
Consultants presented
their draft of the Official
Community Plan in a series
of meetings this month.
Officially a land use bylaw, the
OCP helps Village council set
the community’s economic,
aesthetic and environmental
goals as they pertain to growth
and development.
“It is really envisioning
a future Slocan five, 10,
30 years from now,” said
Jonathan Schmidt, a land
use planner helping Selkirk
Planning and Design produce
the document. “What do you
want Slocan to be?”
To that end, the consultants
spent several months engaging
with local leadership and the
public to get a sense of what
opportunities and limitations
people saw for Slocan,
what kind of development
they favoured and styles of
commercial and residential
building they preferred.
The consultants also
kept in mind other values
the public said they wanted
to enhance or protect – the
local environment, affordable
housing, having a downtown
core for business, keeping

Slocan a healthy place
for citizens, and creating
opportunities for youth.
“Slocan is a welcoming,
safe, quiet, and peaceful
village in the Slocan Valley
that is deeply connected to the
unique surrounding natural
areas and scenic waterfront,”
says the first line of the
preamble to the OCP.

“Big Moves”

The consultants said they
were creating a higher-level
document with the OCP that
would set the community’s
greater goals, while leaving
the details to more precise
bylaws (like zoning) in the
future.
“The OCP can more be
visionary, higher level – you
don’t have to change it as
often,” said Schmidt. “You
want to set the framework
and then the zoning bylaw can
get into the dirty details… the
OCP can be 10,000, 20,000,
30,000 feet up, looking
forward 10 years so you don’t
have to amend it so often.”
The OCP focuses on five
“big moves” or priorities, he
said: creating a ‘vibrant village
core’ along Harold Street;
encouraging housing diversity
and affordability; maintaining
the village character and local
ecosystems; nurturing local
business; protecting the lake
and waterways.
“These are key pieces that
will be seen and integrated

within the OCP in various
ways,” said Schmidt. “They’re
big moves in the sense that…
it’s not just one policy, not
just one idea or piece of the
map. It’s quite extensively
integrated within the draft of
the OCP.”

Five land uses

One of the consultant’s
proposals is to carve up the
village into five kinds of land
use areas.
‘ R e s i d e n t i a l
Neighbourhood’ would
include private homes and
public institutional buildings.
It would allow granny flats,
tiny second homes and
vacation rentals. Up to four
units could be built on a lot
without requiring a special
development permit.
But that doesn’t mean
you’ll see big institutional
buildings right next to people’s
homes, the consultants noted.
“You still have full control
over zoning. It’s just that
you don’t need to look at the
OCP map,” said Schmidt.
“You look at the character
of the area, you look at the
application to rezone the
property, and council would
make a recommendation to
staff to rezone or not. You
could refuse it. You could say
‘yes, the OCP supports this
use generally, but we have
full control over zoning and
we don’t feel it fits here’ – if
that were the case.”

“The land use just enables
something to happen. It’s up to
council’s discretion to move
forward with the building and
development permits,” added
Fraser Blyth, the co-writer of
the draft OCP, who was also
at the meeting.
‘Village Core’ specifies
the area along Harold
Street, and allows for denser
housing – up to 16 units
on a lot without a special
development permit. Mixeduse commercial residential
would be encouraged.
‘Community Gateway’
– the roads leading into the
village from the highway –
will also have special design
requirements, allow up to
20-unit buildings without
a special development
permit, and be the place for
automobile-focused services.
The ‘Mill Master Plan’
area would allow up to 20-unit
buildings of mixed use and
commercial, and perhaps have
a community centre.
The ‘Environmental Area’
protects the foreshore of the
river, lake and Springer Creek
and steep slope areas. It is
set aside for environmental
enhancement.
However, a provision to
ban all residential or other
development in the area raised
a few red flags for council.
“I have concerns for
private property owners in
that area,” said Mayor Jessica
Lunn. “Right now there are
eight or ten lots that are
currently up for sale.”

The consultants noted
their maps show no current
buildings on the land in the
environmental zone, said it
was difficult to access already,
and some areas have no road
access at all.
“ I t ’s b y n o m e a n s
finalized, so if we have to
adjust land use boundaries,
that’s always possible,” said
Blyth. “Ultimately, we are
looking for direction from
council.”
The consultants said they
would review that section of
the plan and tweak it to allow
– or at least only discourage –
some development.
The OCP will also set out
rules for the height and width
of buildings, how they can be
placed on a lot, permissible
lighting and signage, and
what design styles may or
may not be allowed in three
of the land use areas – Mill
Site, Downtown Core and
Gateway.
This was a tough one to
balance for the consultants,
who said that they had to
thread between locals’ disdain
for rules, and their desire to
keep the community looking
rural.
“Part of the challenge
was trying to find the right
balance,” said Blyth. “How
much density should be
permitted.”
However, the consultants
were encouraged by the
public’s willingness to see
more infill housing, spread

out equally in the community.
“It’s the dispersive effect.
Why not have everyone benefit
across the village to redevelop
land – maybe on a more even
keel – so everyone grows the
same way,” said Schmidt.
“… It shows there is some
acceptance that development
may happen over time, in
that there is a sense of equity
across the board. It should
be diversified and dispersed
across all neighbourhoods.”
Plan mill lands later
There was little detail
about the mill lands in the
OCP, as the consultants
recommend it have its own
stand-alone master plan.
But there was a sense of
integrating the lands into the
community in a seamless
way, and not focusing all new
growth in that area.
“It really shows the
nature of your citizens;
it really shows what they
are passionate about,” said
Schmidt. “They don’t want an
‘all-the-new-stuff-over-at-themill’ approach. That speaks to
their sense of character, and
they want to preserve that.”
Delivery of the first draft
of the Official Community
Plan marks the halfway point
of the process, the consultants
said. Work now begins on
integrating feedback heard
from council and citizens.
Another round of rewrites
will take place, with another
review by council. The plan is
for council to adopt the OCP
bylaw in late August.

submitted
The Dark Water Dragons put
out an appeal to the community
to come and help launch
their dragon boat after being
in dry dock for the past two
years because of COVID. The
response was overwhelming.
The team had so much help that
the boat went in, in record time,
only taking about 20 minutes

from land to water.
While the boat was out of
commission in 2020, the team
took advantage of the down time
by having the boat repainted and
re-decaled with the generous
funding support from Columbia
Basin Trust, CoColumbia Power
Corporation and Slocan Lake
Recreation Commission 6.
The first paddle and team

orientation, held May 15, was
well attended.
The Dark Water Dragons
are always looking for new
members. If you are interested
in joining a co-ed, recreational
dragon boat team, come out
Sunday mornings at 8 am at the
New Denver Marina, and give
it a try. For more information,
call 358-7280.

Form and character

It took a village

Thanks to the volunteer heavy lifters from the team and the community, the Dark Water dragon boat has been launched
after two years in dry dock due to COVID.
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‘Make Music Here’ campaign supports Slocan Valley music scene
submitted
An economic development group
is launching a new campaign to
support the Slocan Valley’s music
scene, which has long been a building
block of community, culture and an
expression of harmony and diversity
in the area.
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership (SVEDP)
is thrilled to build upon this energy
by introducing ‘Make Music Here.’
The Make Music Here campaign
takes place during the month of June,
and features a video series, contest
and profiles on our local bands and
musicians.
“After a rough couple of years
for the local (and global) music
industry due to COVID-19, the Make

Music Here campaign will showcase
the artists, musicians, bands and
music-related enterprises here in the
Slocan Valley,” says a release from
the SVEDP. “This campaign is here
to encourage folks in the Valley to
do what they love and follow their
dreams. For some bright lights out
there, that path may lead to making
at least a partial living in the music
industry.”
Local videographer Kai
Cabodyna has shot an inspiring
series of ten videos, each showcasing
a different champion of the Slocan
Valley music scene. The videos will
be released throughout the month
on Slocan Valley community social
media channels and website.
SVEDP is also launching a contest

in conjunction with the event, open to
all Slocan Valley musicians and bands.
To enter, artists are invited to submit
a rough-cut video or audio recording
of an original song. Entries will be
reviewed by a panel of judges and
winners will receive a professional
recording session to record their song
in one of three Slocan Valley studios:
Sincerity Sound, Sonic Turtle or
Hallowed Sound.
Additionally, winners will get
an opportunity to perform their song
live on Radio Free Winlove and
participate in valuable professional
development and digital marketing
workshops.
Active musicians and bands who
have recorded or performed in the past
three years or plan to do so in the next

submitted
New community programs
announced by the provincial government
are designed to provide lasting recognition
of historical wrongs committed by
the Province of BC against Japanese
Canadians during the Second World War.
Premier John Horgan announced the
programs, focused on culture, education,
and seniors’ health last month, along
with federal officials and members of
the Japanese community.
Last May 21 marked 80 years since
the first arrivals of Japanese Canadians
to the Greenwood, Kaslo, New Denver,
Slocan City and Sandon Internment
Camps in 1942. Their internment lasted

until 1949.
“Families were uprooted and
incarcerated, forced to leave behind
the lives they had worked so hard to
build. It was a cruel, racist act, and
the injustice still resonates today,” said
Premier Horgan. “We are committing
this new funding to honour the legacies
of Japanese Canadians, to continue the
healing of intergenerational trauma, and
to serve as an important reminder of this
dark chapter in B.C.’s history.”
Of almost 22,000 Japanese
Canadians who were interned,
approximately 6,000 remain alive today.
The $100-million initiative is the
result of engagement with the community,

through the National Association of
Japanese Canadians (NAJC), and will
include funding for enhanced health and
wellness programs for internment-era
survivors; creating and restoring heritage
sites for all British Columbians to explore
and learn, including a monument to
honour survivors of the internment era;
and updating BC’s curriculum to teach
future generations about the internment.
The programs build on a 2012
apology by the BC legislature and
responds to a redress proposal advanced
in 2021 by the NAJC. The Province will
continue to work closely with the NAJC
to support these important initiatives
during the coming months and years.

six months are eligible to be featured
on SVEDP social media channels and
website during the month of June,
crafted by the SVEDP’s Business

Support Advisor, Karen Kornelsen.
The videos, contest details and
profiles can all be found at: www.
slocanvalley.com/makemusichere.

New programs help redress historic wrongs against Japanese Canadians

The cherry blossoms recently fell into the ‘river’ running through the Japanese garden at the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre, turning the river pink for about 24 hours before the petals dried up.
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Sinixt to celebrate landmark Supreme Court decision
submitted
The Sinixt people, their supporters
and the public are invited to a celebration
of the landmark R. v Desautel Supreme

Court decision at Lakeside Park in
Nelson on June 10.
The Chairman of the Sinixt
Confederacy, Andy Joseph Jr., said

the celebration is being held to honour
the April 23, 2021 decision from the
Supreme Court of Canada.
“A celebration like this, where
communities can come together, is
exactly what is required for truth
and reconciliation, and is especially
powerful as Nelson celebrates its
125th anniversary,” said Joseph.
“This ceremony will lead us all
forward to reflection, recognition and
acknowledgment of the history of our
territory and this city.”
The Desautel case affirmed that
the Sinixt are an Aboriginal Peoples of
Canada with a constitutionally protected
right to hunt in their traditional territory
in Canada. The decision is considered
to have erased the infamous ‘extinction

The Valley Voice June 2, 2022

declaration’ of 1956.
Chairman Joseph said the 2021
decision was a historic day for both
the Sinixt and other cross-border tribes
across the continent. He welcomed
everyone to this special celebration,
which was delayed because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This is one of the biggest
Indigenous law cases in recent history
and I am proud of our people and our
ancestors,” said Joseph. “We look
forward and are excited to be on our
homelands celebrating with our guests.
The all-day event kicks off with a

community lunch at Lakeside Park at 11
am, followed by a noon-time ceremony
marking the decision. In the afternoon
there will be the unveiling of a new mural
in Nelson, followed by a community
supper at the Prestige Lakeside. The
evening will see a concert performance
by Tony Louis at the Capitol Theatre
and the world premier of ‘Older Than
the Crown’ by Sinixt filmmaker Derrick
J. Lamere. “This case is not about
hunting; it is about healing,” said Joseph.
“What happened to us and our territory
wounded everyone. Now is the chance
for everyone to heal.”

by Jan McMurray
A balanced budget for next school
year was presented by School District
8 (Kootenay Lake) staff and adopted
by the board of trustees at the May 24
board meeting.
The $71,383,736 budget for 202223 is $1.8 million less than this year’s
budget of $73,206,378.
The main reasons for the smaller
budget are a projected decline in
enrolment and reduced COVID-19
funding. The district will be down about
43 full-time students next year, and there
will be a significant drop in students with
unique needs, as many are graduating this
year. The enrolment decline translates to
a reduction in funding from the ministry
of about $880,000.
To balance the budget, staff went
through all expenses not related to the
classroom line by line.
“One area of adjustment was the
student laptop initiative, which will not
be renewed for ’22-’23,” Smillie said.
The 750 laptops that were leased this
year will be used to refresh some current
laptops as well as to provide additional

laptops for all schools to lower the
student-device ratio across the district,
Smillie reported. “The priority on this
budget was ensuring that reductions were
done outside of the classroom,” Smillie
said. The lion’s share of the budget – 86%
– goes to salaries and benefits, while 14%
is spent on services and supplies.
Board Chair Lenora Trenaman
said the district would be writing to the
ministry “regarding our concerns about
not being funded appropriately for
inflationary costs.” She gave a shoutout to staff for working hard on this
budget. Trustee Dawn Lang, chair of
the Operations & Finance Committee,
extended thanks to the committee
members for their hard work on the
budget, as well.
Capital expenditures next year will
be focused on HVAC and ventilation
systems, Secretary-Treasurer Johan
Glaudemans reported. More than half
of the $3.4 million capital budget is
allocated to HVAC systems. “We have
to focus on health and safety,” he said.
The district will also purchase five
new buses, at a cost of $791,160.

by Jan McMurray
• The Mt. Sentinel Secondary
School’s student-led solar panel project
has run into some snags. Operations
Manager Chris Kerr reported that the
school roof can’t hold the weight of the
solar panels, so they are now looking at
mounting the panels on the wall facing
the parking lot.
“We aren’t sure how far we can
get with the funding allocated to the
project,” said Kerr. “We’re working
with Kootenay Solar to see what we
can do to get those up, and to come up
with a ‘Plan B’ if we can’t do it.” Kerr
said the necessary electrical upgrades
were done while the district was having
other electrical work done.
• The new Anti-Racism and
Cultural Safety Policy was approved for

field testing. Chair Lenora Trenaman
called this policy “groundbreaking”
and “progressive,” with tools and
resources put forward by students. She
said she believed the policy would be
helpful to other districts in the province,
as well.
• The international program is
seeing some change, said Ben Eaton,
Director of Instruction – Innovative
Learning Services, in a presentation
to the board. Where most students
came from China, Korea and Japan
in the past, this year, most came from
Germany and Italy. There were almost
60 full-time equivalent international
students this year, and there will be 65
next year. Again, most will come from
Germany, with the second largest group
from Austria.

School District 8 Kootenay Lake
adopts balanced budget

School District 8 Kootenay Lake, May 24:
MSSS solar project update

Professional fitting,
expert service.

All-Terrain #2056 in Rustic Brown features a unique Vibram®
sole for grip on snow, mud and muck, and quick release of
those materials as you walk.

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
vincedevito.ca
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New workshops to provide tips on bear safety
submitted
WildSafeBC is excited to
announce a number of free upcoming
workshops in New Denver, Nakusp
and Burton.
The group will host a Wildlife
Safety and Awareness presentation,
plus inert bear spray practice, in New
Denver on Wednesday June 8 from
6:30 to 8:30 pm at Knox Hall. It will
partner with Grizzly Bear Coexistence
Solutions for these workshops and
provide information on bear biology
and considerations for safety when
working, living and playing in bear
country.
Participants will also be learning
how to deploy bear spray by practicing
with inert bear spray. A second inert
bear spray workshop is scheduled
for Sunday, June 26 from 11 am to
12:30 pm at Burton City Cider. This

presentation will cover elements
of bear biology (reduced from
Wilderness Safety and Awareness full
presentation), wilderness safety and
include practice with inert bear spray.
Bear spray is effective in deterring
90-92% of bear attacks, and prevents
injury in 98% of encounters studied.
For both workshops, participants must
be 18 years or older to use the inert
spray, or 16 and older if accompanied
by a legal guardian; however, the
information in the presentation is
available to all ages and catered to an
audience 14 years and older.
WildsafeBC is also conducting
three workshops on installing electric
fencing to make your property
bear-secure. Properly installed and
maintained electric fencing is effective
in deterring bears from accessing fruit
trees, chicken coops, bee hives and
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livestock.
The first workshop of the season
will be in New Denver on Thursday,
June 23 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Knox
Hall. The second workshop is at the
Nakusp and District Community

Complex on Tuesday, July 5 from
6:30 to 8:30 pm. The third and final
electric fencing workshop of the year
will be at the Burton Community Hall
on Wednesday, September 7 from 6:30
to 8:30 pm.

Email Cora at newdenver@
wildsafebc.com to register for each
workshop, including the number of
participants (and if any are under
18 years of age for the bear spray
workshops).

submitted
After two years of pandemic
cancellations, it’s finally time for the
community to be able to celebrate
its graduating students again.
“The graduating class of 2022
would like to invite the entire
community to our ceremony and
celebration on Saturday, June 4,”
says a release from the class. “The
ceremony takes place in the school
gymnasium at 1 pm. There will
be a tea with light refreshments

to follow. Please come celebrate
with us!”
If you would like to see the
graduates in their finery, they will
parade through town on Friday,
June 3, from about 1:30 to 2 pm.
The grads will be seated in fancy
cars, which are owned and driven
by fantastic community volunteers,
at the school front entrance.
The procession will wind
through the downtown area and
orchard as they make their way to

the Kohan Garden for a photography
session with Chillia Zoll.
They would love to see you on
their path!
“The grads know that it is
through the support of their family
and community that they’ve been
successful in their goal to graduate
this year,” the release said. “They
send out their sincerest thanks and
hope to see you celebrate with them
on June 3 for the Parade and June 4
for the ceremony.”

Lucerne high school graduation this weekend

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Open every day: Mon–Sat, 10:30a–4:30p; Sun, Noon–3p • Our gazebo on
Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings please
visit RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: Nomads Spring/Summer
collection is here with gorgeous new styles made of super-soft hemp &
bamboo, including dresses, skirts, pants & shirts • Our newest book is
Trauma as Medicine: A DIY Book for Healing & Transforming Your Life by
Sarah Salter Kelly of Grand Forks • Thanks for shopping local – we hope
to see you soon! • 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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KASLO & DISTRICT

Kaslo council, May 24: Patios, permits and Pride
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Patio matters

Village staff will seek input from
downtown businesses, the Chamber
of Commerce and the public on the

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

policy governing outdoor patios and
sidewalk displays.
The policy could use some
clarification, a staff report says, but
before adopting a revised policy,
“council may wish to consult with
affected businesses and the broader
public, to ensure that any changes do
not come as a surprise.”
Staff is asking whether café
seating could be on the sidewalk and
not just in parking spaces, if merchant

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

encroachments are allowed on the
sidewalk, if merchants need a permit to
have public amenities on the sidewalk,
and if roofs are allowed on patios in
parking spaces.
Corporate Officer Catherine
Allaway said that people with existing
permits would not be affected by the
review, and the more consultation, the
better the support for the policy.
“This will give everybody an
opportunity to react… when we send
the letter out, it will say: this is the
policy, we are going to begin to enforce
it, if you think you will be impacted,
please reach out to staff,” she said.
Council directed staff to distribute
the draft revised policy and seek
additional public comment. The policy
will return to the council table in the
coming months.

Liquor permits

The Angry Hen and the Kaslo
Hotel have the Village’s permission to
expand their licenced outdoor patios.
The applications can now go to the
provincial licencing body for approval.
The Angry Hen has secured the
former Mountain King property, and
wants to add it to its existing patio.
This would increase Angry Hen patio
seating to 125, up from 51.
The Kaslo Hotel wants to increase
the licenced area on its existing patio.
This wouldn’t expand the patio area,
but would change currently unlicenced
areas on the patio to licenced areas.
Last month, council decided to
seek public input on the applications.
Despite several letters raising concern
about noise, council noted those
concerns could be addressed through
the noise bylaw. Otherwise, it had no
issues with the licence applications. In
fact, it said the applications would help
the tourist business.
“In 2021 the availability of
tourist-oriented food and beverage
establishments was insufficient
to meet demand,” says a report to
council. “The proposed expansions
will increase local options for these
services.”

Pride approvals

Council quickly passed five
motions giving approvals needed for
the Kaslo 2022 Pride celebrations,

Commmunity Fund of
North Kootenay Lake
Society would like to
invite you to our AGM

The 2022 annual general
meeting will take place LIVE
at Vimy Park, June 20 at 5 pm.
We encourage all members to
attend. Bring your lawn chair.
Look forward to seeing you
there!

Phone 250-353-2035 with any queries

being held June 3-4. Council okayed
the re-painting of the rainbow
crosswalk downtown, and the closure
of part of 4th Street for the painting
and Pride parade. The Village will also
issue a Pride proclamation during the
event, and raise the Pride flag over city
hall for the month of June. The Village
will give the group a grant-in-aid to
cover the cost of renting Legacy Park
and the street closure permit.

Aerodrome leases

Work to modernize and improve
the Village’s airstrip is bearing its first
fruit. Council approved issuing eight
leases for hangar lots at the aerodrome.
Council started the process last
fall when it resurveyed the aerodrome
property to clean up some technical
problems with the legal titles. It was
part of the Village’s strategic plan to
develop the aerodrome further.
Eight of nine available leases have
been authorized. Staff say that will
bring in revenues of just over $9,800
this year, with regular increases for the
next five years, for a total of $51,374.
“The leased lands, and any
improvements constructed on them,
will also generate tax revenue for the
municipality,” notes the staff report.
“Long-term leases are recorded by
BC Assessment Authority, and the tax
exemption for municipal lands will
cease to apply.”
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place.”
This came to council’s attention
when the Langham Cultural Centre
asked for permission for its popular
Summer Music Concert series to be
exempt from the bylaw. The series
will see 14 music concerts held at
downtown parks weekly through to
September.
Staff told council that with the
recent request for an exemption to
the bylaw for the SS Moyie whistle,
it may be time to change the noise
bylaw with “some relaxed language”
around music.
Council granted the exemption
from the bylaw.

Mural project

A m u r a l b y Ty l e r To e w s
of Canadian Mural in Nelson is
expected to be unveiled during Kaslo’s
birthday celebration in August. The
project is being led by the Kaslo
& Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Kaslo Artscape Mural Committee, in
partnership with the Village. Council
appointed the members of the Artscape
Mural Committee to the Village’s
Design Review Committee, which will
make a recommendation to council
about a development permit for the
mural.

Residential care beds

For a town perhaps best known
for its internationally acclaimed jazz
festival, Kaslo has a dark secret: the
Village’s noise bylaw actually forbids
the playing of music.
The opening section of the bylaw
prohibits “the playing or operation of
any radio, phonograph, stereophonic
equipment, television receiving set,
electronic device, musical instrument,
or any apparatus, equipment or device
that makes, plays, reproduces or
amplifies sound, regardless of whether
the sound emanates either from within
or on private property or any public

Council and its Health Select
Committee is calling on MLA Brittny
Anderson to help secure additional
beds at the community health centre’s
residential care facility.
“Recently released 2021 census
data regarding the age distribution of
the local population adds compelling
weight to our concerns that Kaslo and
Area D are underserved with respect
to our local (close to home) residential
care facility. We believe that this
deserves your attention and we ask
that you encourage Minister Dix and
Interior Health Authority to work with
us to fill this serious and growing gap
in services,” says a letter from Mayor
Suzan Hewat to Anderson.

submitted
A new free tourism app will guide
travellers visiting the Kootenay Lake
and Nelson areas.
The Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism group has launched the selfguided mobile audio touring app –
The Kootenay Lake Road Trip App.
“This app provides an intimate
experience you can enjoy in the
privacy of your car, walking or even
on your bike,” says a release from
the NKLT. “It is the first mobile
touring app created by a destination
marketing organization in British
Columbia.”
The Kootenay Lake Road Trip
App currently provides two unique
tours.
The Driving Tour features over
100 points of interest all around
Kootenay Lake telling the story
of this region from forests to First
Nations, and attractions to amenities.
The tour can begin anywhere around
Kootenay Lake and you can use the
app as long or as short as you’d like.
The audio tour guide is local resident

Darren Davidson, who participated
in the content development and the
voice recordings.
The Mural Tour, in both English
and French, highlights over 50
murals in Nelson. The content was
developed in partnership with the
Nelson International Mural Festival
crafting an audio experience for over
50 captivating murals tucked into
alleys and side streets around Nelson.
The audio tour guide, in English, is
voiced by local resident Michelle
Oakley. The French tour is voiced by
Kootenay Coop Radio sponsorship
representative Amelie Sauquet.
The points of interest are
triggered by your GPS location. To
enhance the driving tour experience
NKLT added local music that plays
at different locations. You can further
listen to the music through curated
playlists on the tourism group’s
website.
There are plans to develop
additional tours, such as community
specific experiences, heritage
walking tours and more.

A town without music?

Going on a Kootenay Lake road
trip? There’s an app for that…

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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“Bold” plan for Nakusp marina presented to council
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A proposal to turn the Villageowned marina into year-round
facility won favourable reviews from
councillors at the May 25 meeting of
Nakusp council.
“It’s very bold,” said Mayor Tom
Zeleznik after hearing a presentation
from Grant Smith on his vision for
the marina.
The 40-minute presentation by
Smith outlined an ambitious plan to
expand the number of slips for boats
at the marina, add water, sewer and
electrical services, and (eventually)
facilities for persons with disabilities.
“This will adapt to an existing
facility, just use that facility way
better,” he told council. “If we can
draw traffic to the village like I’m
hoping, that will be fairly big for the
businesses here.”
Smith has spent much of
the last year seeking provincial
environmental and land use
permissions to operate the marina.
He first expressed interest in running
the marina last summer, when
council issued a request for proposals
for taking over management of the
facility. The 40-year-old marina
became a municipal orphan when the
volunteer Nakusp Boat Club folded
in 2020, leaving the Village to run
the facility.
Other than emergency
maintenance to replace the
breakwater, the facility has mostly
been in a holding pattern since. That
will change if Smith takes over the
marina, he told council.

Phased growth

Smith plans expansion of the
facility in several stages. Much of
the existing dock and slips are ending
their useful life, and Smith would
start by building 60 new slips for
boats. But crucial to his plans are
to add a fueling station, and water,
sewer, and electrical systems to the
existing structure.
He says that would eliminate a
bottleneck to growth of the marina.
“I would really like this to be a
12-month facility,” he said. “There
are a lot of fishermen who use the
lake December-January-February.
But they can’t use the lake if there
is no fuel.”
He said he believes the bulk of
his customers would come from
boaters already in the region, but
he is looking to draw traffic from
Sicamous and Salmon Arm, as well.
“Because rates are fairly high there,
and there’s no moorage available.

And there’s a lot of people who want
to come to Nakusp and the Arrow
Lakes, but there’s no fuel and no
facilities.”
After the first phase of
improvements, Smith plans even
more expansion. He said depending
on demand, he would move the
breakwater to increase the marina
size in subsequent years. He would
add 150 more boat slips, allowing
for larger boats to be moored at the
harbour.
“Phases three and four are fairly
big-ticket items, and subject to
moorage demands… if we have
the individuals wishing to lease the
space, we will go forward with it,”
he said.
Further down the line, Smith
sees offering services for people with
mobility issues and other disabilities,
to offer a unique boating experience.
“I think if we can provide that
service in Nakusp, and have proper
wheelchair lifts for the boats and
kayaks, it’s going to be a real plus
for the area,” he said.
Councillors noted such a service
would complement the Mount Abriel
bike trails project, which is also
offering accessible facilities.
But much of the growth depends
on how many boaters can be
convinced to bring their boats to

Nakusp – and there were few hard
numbers presented to council on
that issue. Smith admitted to council
he had only done “preliminary
market research” on the marina’s
potential. But he was confident that
Nakusp could gain business from the
saturated Shuswap area.
“The writing is on the wall,”
he told council. “It’s just a matter
of doing it, and doing it properly to
attract these potential lessees to the
region.”
Smith said while moorage in the
Shuswap can range from $4,200$4,800 annually, he would offer a
flat rate of $3,000 for any sized boat.
“Everything is based on, I think,
taking advantage of people, paying
per foot,” said Smith. “They feel
that if you can own a 30-foot boat,
you have more money than someone
with a 20-foot boat. So they’ll charge
you more.
“I am not going to discriminate.
I’m going to do something
completely different… I don’t
believe in gouging, taking advantage
of people because of that.”
But the lack of hard numbers
for his plan had Nakusp Chief
Administrative Officer Wayne
Robinson asking about long-term
viability of the project.
“Setting the rates in such a way,
yes to attract people to come, but it’s

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A plan to build a community
greenhouse on public land in Nakusp
received an initial endorsement from
Village council. The Old Firehall
Collective asked council to provide
a letter of support for their proposal
to build a greenhouse.
“It can contribute not only to
food security and improved health
through better quality and nutritious
foods, but also science education,
skills training, and community pride
and well being,” a letter from the
group says.
The group suggested two
possible sites for the high-tech
geothermal greenhouse, one near
the arena and another behind the
train display near the municipal
campgrounds.
While not endorsing either
location, council did like the idea,
and made a motion to provide a letter
of support for the project in principle.
That will help the collective apply for
funding to move the project forward.

• There’ll be no mail-in ballot
option when voters go to choose
a new council this fall. Municipal
election day is October 15, and
council has to set its rules for how
the local elections will be conducted.
While most of the voting rules
are set by the Province, councils do
have some leeway on specific items.
Council moved to have the names
of candidates appear randomly on
the ballot (as opposed to being in
alphabetical order), and to not have
mail-in balloting this year.
Staff said that was because recent
elections have shown mail-in ballots
take up a lot of staff time for what
turned out to be a dozen or so people
who used that voting method.
“Mail-in ballots were first
brought in to help folks who go away
for the winter,” said CAO Robinson.
“But once the election day was
moved from November to October,
that helped alleviate that issue to
allow people to vote in person.”
Council gave first three readings
to the proposed bylaw.

Details needed

Nakusp council, May 25:
Community greenhouse proposed

about amortizing costs and having
reserves in the long-term,” he said.
“Because in 40 years I don’t want
the council in that day to be going
through this whole situation again.”

Next steps

There are plenty of other issues
that have to be settled before the
project can move forward.
Smith needs provincial approvals
to run a commercial operation on
the lake; any expansion plans would
have to come with a business plan,
engineering and environmental
impact studies, and he has to attract
more investors.
And investors will want to see
what sort of working arrangement
he will have with the Village, which
also has to be settled. Council could
choose to lease the facility to Smith,
enter into a public-private partnership
with him, or sell it to him outright.
Those are all discussions for the
future, staff say.

Council agreed to write a
letter confirming it has “agreed
in principle to work with Mr.
Grant Smith to achieve the
redevelopment of the Nakusp
Marina”.
The letter notes Smith is
required to get the necessary
leases or licences to occupy
the foreshore and aquatic lands
from the province, and to do
that he’ll have to “develop and
submit an acceptable business
plan and detailed application to

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.
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the Province.”

“Formal legal agreements
between the Village of Nakusp and
Mr. Smith may be negotiated and
executed after Mr. Smith receives the
required approval and authorization
from the Province,” the letter reads.

Meet “Cowboy”

Our “Cowboy” has been an outside cat all his
life and has many stories to share. Although
he is a very shy, young adult male, he loves
attention. In his foster home, he seems OK
with small dogs. Are you the right person to
help “Cowboy” adjust to living inside, having a
home and becoming a loving companion? For
more information, call PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
COVID CARE ALLIANCE: This
alliance of independent Canadian doctors,
scientists and health care practitioners is
committed to providing top-quality and
balanced evidence-based information to
the Canadian public about COVID-19
so that hospitalizations can be reduced,
lives saved, and our country safely
restored as quickly as possible. www.
canadiancovidcarealliance.org.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com, www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
ca
TRUNK SALE // FLEA MARKET at
the Vallican Whole! June 4, 10 am-3 pm.
$5 to book a spot to sell your goods; email
info@vallicanwhole.com. Refreshments
& good deals!
PRE-OWNED ART & DECORATIVE
OBJECTS SALE - Stained glass, paintings,
jewellery, weavings etc. Great gift items.
Benefit for Hidden Garden Gallery, behind
Sweet Dreams B&B, 112 Slocan Ave. June
10 & 11 from 10 am to 2 pm.

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
Sunday, Noon – 3 pm

Chartered Professional Accountant

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

H. A. Benson Inc.

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR
Society Annual General Meeting, June 12,
2022 at 1 pm at Hills Community Hall.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY presents
‘Inspired Youth,’ the creations of the Studio
Art and Ceramics class students from
Lucerne Elementary and Secondary School.
Thursday June 9 - Tuesday June 14, 10 am-3
pm. Community Reception: Friday June 10,
7-9 pm. While enjoying the artwork of our
local students shop at the Pre-owned Art &
Decorative Object Sale. A Benefit for the
Hidden Garden Gallery. Friday June 10
and Saturday June 11, 10 am-2 pm. Located
at the Hidden Garden Gallery, 112 Slocan
Avenue, New Denver. For more information
visit us at www.hiddengardengallery.ca.
MOUNTAINSIDE CHAMBER MUSIC
presents: ‘Baroque Expressions’ with
Edmonton Baroque Cellist Josephine van
Lier and Nelson Cellist Jeff Faragher
on Saturday, June 11, 2022 at 7:30 pm
at Nelson Covenant Church. Suggested
Donation $20.
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET Come join us at Expo Park in the village of
Slocan. Featuring local farmers, artisans,
food, kids zone, and live music. Every

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Saturday, 10 am-2 pm. June, July, and
August.
SQUARE DANCING - on the second
Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Admission is by donation.
Bring a water bottle and a snack to share
at the break. Current covid protocols will
apply.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
presents ‘Baroque Expressions’ with
Edmonton Baroque Cellist Josephine
van Lier joined by Nelson Cellist and
Mountainside Chamber Music director Jeff
Faragher performing works by Geminiani,
Dall’Abaco, Marcello, Marais and more.
Join us on Sunday, June 12, 2022 at 7 pm at
the Slocan Lake Arts Centre located at 408
Hwy 6, Silverton.($15 at door). Also mark
your calendars for Saturday, June 18 at 7:30
to experience the inspired Scottish Singer
Song Writer, Simon Kempston as he returns
to the Arts Centre. Tickets sold at the door
$20. Contact slocanlakeartscouncil@
gmail.com.for details.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
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in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
3-BDR, 1 BATH HOME available in South
Slocan July 1. $1800 + yard maintenance.
1-236-598-5535.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

CLEANER and PERSONAL SUPPORT
WORKER wanted for the New DenverSlocan area. Both jobs are part-time. $19
to start plus applicable mileage, depending
on experience. Will train. employment@

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

June 2, 2022 The Valley Voice

spectrumcares.ca.
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
GARDENING HELP WANTED –
Experienced senior gardener needs
enthusiastic, knowledgeable gardening
help, starting now through the season.
A246929@telus.net or 250-358-2768
(leave message).
SHAMBHALA MUSIC FESTIVAL
NOW HIRING paid and volunteer positions
for all skill sets! Most positions run July 1826 in Salmo, BC - shambhalamusicfestival.
com/join-the-crew

LOST

BIFOCAL GLASSES in brown narrow
case lost at New Denver May Days. $50
reward. 1-403-283-6825.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
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COMMUNITY
PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR a small acreage
just outside of Kaslo. My wife Niki is from
the Kootenays and we’re hoping to move
to your lovely area. Contact Neale at (250)
221-1195 or nealesmith2905@gmail.
com Thanks very much!

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
SATELLITE TV/INTERNET - installation,
service & repair: Xplornet, Shaw, Telus, Bell,
and other systems - home & business, audio/
video, cell boosters & wifi networks - TJF
WORKS - James 250-505-8392.

EDUCATION

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 19661977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-299-9841.
SEEKING HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities over the summer in the
New Denver-Silverton area. Willing to
care for animals, keen to walk dogs. Have
experience and can provide references.
Darcy Lindsay: 250-777-7781.
SMALL TRAVEL TRAILER, large water
tanks, 3 point tractor implements, and used
metal roofing wanted. Can pick up. 250895-0841, slocanfarmer@gmail.com.

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700
for details

Even small ads get
noticed in the

Valley Voice.

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

submitted by the RCMP
A 25-year-old Boswell man died
of injuries sustained in a boat collision
on the southwest shore of Kootenay
Lake on May 26 at about 2:30 pm.
Through investigation, it was
determined that the boat had run
aground on Kootenay Lake at
Rhinoceros point. At the time of the
collision, the boat had two occupants,
and one received serious injuries from
the collision.
“The investigation is still in the
preliminary stages, however there
is no indication that impairment by
the driver was a factor,” said Nelson
RCMP Corporal Derek Pitt.
The injured occupant was
transported to by BC Ambulance
for treatment, but unfortunately
the Boswell man succumbed to his
injuries.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Fatal boating incident
on Kootenay lake

21

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
June 10,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad
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here for
only $20.00
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COMPUTER

GIFTS

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

COMMUNITY
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book chronicles history of Trail smelter union
It pays to New
submitted
Depression-era shortages, wartime study of a community shaped by union at bay.
Copies are on sale at local
A Kootenay-born historian losses, and the seemingly endless the dominance of a world-leading
advertise in has
written a book chronicling the quest for worker representation in industrial giant set on keeping the bookstores and online.
social, political and cultural history the post-war era.
and labour organization at
The book begins in 1938
the Valley oftheTrail
smelter there during World War when the Congress of Industrial
II and the Cold War.
Organizations (CIO) sent
Voice!!!
Ron Verzuh visited the region communist union organizer Arthur
May 15-21 to promote his new book
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Smelter Wars (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press), which offers a
new assessment of the struggle to
form a smelter trade union in the
context of local and world events.
Smelter Wars also traces
the lives of Trailites battling

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

‘Slim’ Evans to the smelter city
to establish Local 480 of the
International Union of Mine, Mill
and Smelter Workers.
Six years later, the BC Labour
Board recognized the local as the
legal representative of more than
5,000 workers at Consolidated
Mining and Smelting Company
of Canada’s huge smelter. But the
union’s fight for survival had only
just begun.
Drawing on archival and period
sources, Smelter Wars unfolds that
historic struggle, revealing how
Local 480 faced fierce corporate,
media, religious and even worker
opposition while many of its
members fought for democracy
overseas. Verzuh accessed the
mainstream and labour press, secret
police records, and oral histories
to explore the union’s complicated
legacy in Trail as it battled a wide
range of antagonists.
More than the history of a
union, Smelter Wars is a cultural

Ron Verzuh’s new book chronicles the struggles of Trail smelter workers to organize.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Jim Pownall
& Co.

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Crane Service

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Wired by Alex

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Outlawseeds.
online

250-358-7721

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

www.leafcabinetry.com

Darcy Feiffer

250-265-7437

Proudly Serving The Kootenays And Surrounding Areas

Alex Joseph

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com
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RDCK board, May 19: Meeting re: ambulance
service requested with government officials
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Ambulance and
paramedic staffing

Regional government leaders are
going to meet to discuss an area-wide
response to the ongoing stresses on
ambulance and paramedic services in
the West Kootenay.
The board passed a motion to
ask for a meeting with the Ministry
of Health and BC Emergency Health
Services “to discuss decreasing
availability of ambulance and
paramedic services in our rural areas,
which is leading to a critical level for
baseline emergency care.”
“My ideal when we’re going to a
meeting with the ministry, you go in
with ‘yes, we know this is an issue,
here is our proposed solution,’” said
Chair Watson. “What is falling apart
here is the local context is not being
understood. They think they have
solved it, and in some areas they
have, but where they haven’t is what
we have to bring to their attention.
So that’s the strategy I see moving
forward in getting the group meeting
together.”
Local leaders have complained
that changes to the BC Ambulance
systems for payment and staffing have
caused constant breaks in services
in many regions. The problem is
especially acute in Area D and the
Kaslo area, but is being felt elsewhere
as well.
Watson said representatives from
all the RDCK’s municipalities and
rural areas were welcome to come to
the meeting, though no date was set at
the board table.

Transit contract renewal

The renewal of BC Transit’s
operating contract to provide public
transportation in the regional district
wasn’t in question—but directors
took the opportunity to remind the
service provider they are hearing a
lot about staffing problems in parts
of the RDCK.
The transit service, especially in
the Nakusp-Kaslo-Slocan Valley, has
seen chronic service interruptions for
lack of staff, and finding new drivers
has been a problem for months.
“It’s not like this situation is
ours alone – the competition is there,
taking place for drivers,” said Area E
Director Ramona Faust. “So I hope
BC Transit is paying attention to this,
and where the competitive pressures
are.”
“It doesn’t come down to the
contractor falling down on the job…
it’s multiple issues that have added
up to a backlog in the system…”
noted Silverton Director Leah Main.
“We need to be doing some more
communication about this situation.
People are talking among themselves
without referencing what the actual
situation is… misinformation spreads
like wildfire.”
Despite the problems, Main and
the other directors noted the BC
Transit contract was the only option
available for public transit in the
region, and they had to support it.
“The transit situation is

stressful…” responded RDCK
researcher and staff point person for
BC Transit, Tom Dool, who noted
getting drivers trained up with security
clearances in place has delayed
replacing missing drivers. “The entire
system is backed up. Everyone is
doing everything we possible can.
We’re trying to triage the system, get
people where they need to go… I hear
every day from ridership on how this
situation is affecting them. All I can
say is BC Transit, the RDCK staff,
and the contractor is taking this very
seriously.”
The new agreement also limits
annual fare increases to a maximum
of 2.5% for the next three years. About
650,000 riders use public transit
annually in the RDCK.
The board approved renewing BC
Transit’s contract to next March.

Protection for bylaw and
inspectors

The RDCK is going to look
at formalizing how to respond to
incidents where members of the public
are harassing or being abusive towards
RDCK staff working out in the field.
The board wants to standardize
response to help protect staff like
building inspectors or bylaw officers
called out to properties to respond to
complaints, or to conduct inspections.
The motion called on staff to
prepare a draft policy to define
“responses, procedures, and complaint
processes to address harassment and
abusive behaviour” directed at RDCK
staff attending private properties in the
course of their duties.
“We need to do something
because of the retention of building
inspectors is really important,” said
Area G Director Hans Cunningham,
who raised the issue.
The RDCK’s top bureaucrat said
work was already underway on the
issue.
“We are currently working on a
respectful behaviour bylaw,” noted
Stuart Horn, the RDCK’s chief
administrative officer. “That bylaw
allows us to take action against
the public who might come into a
rec centre and are abusive to staff,
for instance. We can take action
potentially up to banning people from
the facility. We can take certain action
on our facility property. But it doesn’t
allow us to take action on private
property, nor would it make sense
to ban people from public facilities
for behaviour to our staff on private
property…”
The addition of a policy for
abusive behaviour in the field would
align with this new draft respectful
behaviour bylaw, he said.
Among the ideas considered
is having commissionaires attend
with bylaw or building inspectors in
problematic cases.
The ideas were part of a series
of suggestions by Cunningham on
dealing with improving training and
retention of building inspectors.
But the idea didn’t sit well with
some directors.
“It is a very sad day when we
need to have bylaws for respectful
behaviour. I can’t get over that,” said

board Chair Aimee Watson. “It’s very
disturbing… I do not want to regulate
human behaviour whatsoever. But
here we are.”
A staff report will be drawn up for
directors to consider.

Hewat for FCM

A second member of the RDCK’s
board of directors may soon have
a role at the national forum for
municipal government. The board
endorsed Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat
to run for the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities’ board of directors.
Silverton Director Leah Main is
already on the FCM executive, and
Hewat sits on some policy committees
as a non-board committee member.
But directors heard more than one
representative from the RDCK could
apply to sit on the FCM board – the
City of Toronto alone has had up to
a dozen members on the board in
the past.
Should Hewat be elected, the
cost of her travel and accommodation
would be covered by the UBCM
Small Communities Travel Fund,
which exists to support representatives
from smaller communities to more
fully participate.
FCM meets in early June for its
annual general meeting and to elect its
new slate of directors for a one-year
term. Main hopes to be re-elected to
serve an eighth consecutive term.
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Congratulations to Silverton
Distinguished Graduate

SAKURA SOPHIA ARWEN June 2022
Azzopardi/Van Tress
At 18 years old Sakura has graduated
summa cum laude (GPA3.99)
Sakura has been involved in youth
orchestras, ensembles and solo violin
events experiences. Sakura will be
attending prestigious Reed College
in Portland, OR. Her career goal is to
become an environmentally trained architect with a specialization in acoustics.
Sending appreciation and abundance
from her parents Alan Van Tress &
Dr. Analisa Azzopardi, ND

Wanda Maxine Palmer
April 11, 1952– April 30, 2022

Wanda Palmer died peacefully after a courageous battle with glioblastoma. Wanda
is survived by her loving husband of over 50 years, Leonard Palmer, and their three
grown children, twelve grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. Wanda is
survived by her six siblings and their significant others, numerous relatives, all
her ancestry DNA relatives (which she was fascinated with) and most importantly
her best friend and mother, Marjorie Harasymchuck. Wanda had a large extended
family and many friends. Predeceased by her father Ed Eggie and sister Marlene.
Wanda Loved a Lot.
She loved picking up her mom and best friend Marjorie in her convertible and
driving across the prairies (ensuring to stop at every shopping mall enroute) to their
hometown of Swan River, Manitoba.
She loved traveling. England, Scotland, New York, Las Vegas and Florida to
name some of the highlights. Her favourite place to travel to was her home town
Swan River. She loved the rodeo. She loved her Manitoba family.
She loved shopping, frequently spotted wearing the latest fashions complete
with matching purses, shoes and jackets. She loved Black Friday shopping trips
with her mom. Together they were able to visit almost every mall and shopping
outlet known to man.
She loved playing games and was proud to show off her thirty-pound container
of her coin winnings. She took great pride in making her opponents lift the coin
container to guess the weight. She loved cards, dice, bingo, golf, gambling, hillbilly
horse shoes, bowling, baseball, and arm wrestling - a self-declared, record-breaking
champion in all. She loved to win.
She loved camping, her voice would reverberate across the entire campground
while giving Leonard helpful directions backing up their motorhome and setting
up camp. She loved her time with him once everything was in its proper place and
the cards were shuffled and ready to deal out.
She loved all things that she could drive fast - motorcycles, golf carts,
convertibles, camper vans, mini vans, trucks and most recently her 30ft fully
loaded motorhome.
She loved fast food. She was a connoisseur of Tim Hortons ice cappuccinos,
Starbucks lattes, Big Macs, Edo’s garlic shrimp, Boston Pizza and her all-time
favourite Red Lobster.
She loved story telling. Wanda’s elaborate stories often were punctuated with
the phrase, “And that’s when I set them straight.” There was never an occasion
that Wanda didn’t have a multitude of stories to share.  
She loved arguing.  Wanda was world-renowned for her lack of patience, not
holding back her opinion, and had a knack for telling it like it is.  
She loved her opinions.  Wanda had strong beliefs in which she never wavered.
The strongest belief being that she was always right.
She loved dancing, and graced the floor for decades with Leonard. It was here
where we could witness the love that existed between them.  
She loved her family, loved attending reunions and hosting gatherings. She
was at her best surrounded by her family and friends. Wanda took great interest
in her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren, siblings and relatives near
and far. She was proud of all of them.
She loved her friends and community. Wanda loved meeting up for camping
trips, coffee dates, game nights, birthdays, dance events and Sunday church to name
but a few. Wanda volunteered on several committees in multiple communities in
which she lived; New Denver, Rosebery & Yellowknife. Her contributions will
be missed by many.
She loved holidays, her house was always decorated for each and every
occasion. Wanda took great pride in her interior and exterior decorations, nothing
was done half ass. The more lights and decorations the better. Wanda made holiday
occasions special, there was always a plate at her table.
She was generous to a fault at times, hard at times, both a lion and a teddy bear
at heart, and she sugar-coated absolutely nothing.
Her devout feistiness and stubbornness had served her well throughout her life.
And even in her final months, she was a model of strong will and sheer determination
right up until the end of her journey.
Her larger-than-life persona and trademark stubbornness will not be forgotten.
We will forever hear her voice shouting “Leonard”.  
“There is a stubbornness about me that never can bear to be frightened at
the will of others. My courage always rises at every attempt to intimidate me.”
- Jane Austen.
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Grand Opening Weekend!
June 17 & 18, 2022
Music & Art Fair
Street Dance

Russel Jackson

VJ Michael Williams

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne

Russell Marsland & Raven Blackwell

Henri Brown

JC Smith

Lindsay Mitchell

Gene Greenwood

The Stormriders

Plus all these great acts: Joey Dimarco, Jon Burden & the Bleedin’ Hearts with Marty Carter, Two for Tripping, Diamond Willow,
Bill Wilson, Darrel Combs, Kenny Giles, The Rock ‘n Roll Sherpas, John van Breugel
— Sponsors —

• Boardwalk Enterprises LTD
• Pennco engineering LTD
• Ron Hart Architect LTD
• Southern Aspect contracting LTD
• Crusader Lumber LTD
• IMS Iron Designs LTD
• Bowick Electric LTD
• The Col Guesthouse

• J Mcvean plumbing
• Spilker Mcnally Tucker legal services
• Small and Unimportant Design
• Canadian Aerothermal LTD
•Tru-Form Developments
• Team Pro Painting
• Slocan City Guitar Repair
• Mountain Valley Station
• Slocan Village Market LTD
• The Swan House
• Al Mills • Flaca’s Bistro
• Flow Plumbing & Heating

Art Show featuring the works of:

Matt Petley-Jones, Graham Gilmore & Buck Walker
slocancityhotel.ca

